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B O¥ [ S T % # M Z 0t
vxy v hyE| 54.0 2.2 19.9 3.4 20.5
Fryyrefk|  49.3 6.3 20.3 3.6 20.5
QR - BB & DHATAR (HAL 2 %)

B | A | £ THFTERIE (T — T — %)

* PR <10 | 10~50 [50~100 [100~200] >200
vxy v hvEf| 58.6 | 24.3 | 85.6 8.4 | 17.7 | 50.6 | 20.3 2.9
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* 1 L—h—i3# 4,047 m?

(C&#L)  Census of Canada (Population, Agriculture) .
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29) Smith, W. H., Canada Past, Present,.and Future, Mika Publishing, 1974, (originally published in 1852) pp. 90-128.
30) Connon, J., Elora — The Early History of Elora and Vicinity—, Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1930, pp.

119-121.
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fLE* AW Ay fTe LCoiEEh L E 18814 AN **
a Guelph 18274F Galt (A% % v /8=—=) DHHOFTE 9,890
b Erin 18294F McMillan 23 EA BTHE A —
c Elora (z@—%) 18324F Gilkison 2" L3 A, IR, AT - BHATORHE 1,387
d Fergus 18334E Fergusson 2T HIHEA, #H& - 4K - EMATORER 1,773
e Arthur 18414F McDoﬁald, 464 Papineau 2%, HTXEOKE 1,257
f Clifford 18504F Brown »S-L#HUR, M, +7 ) - BERERR 722
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i Drayton 18604E IR, 1870FECDEEIC & ) FTDFEEA 587
j Palmesston 18714ESRE R RR, LT 2 AT X E 0 BRFE R A 1,828

* EREE, F2RIRLIZbDTH S,

**1SRUELRIO AL, MY LABBERTHo72h Y M) =57 UL RBO L I A0, 1881EAOERR LI,
(&¥}) @ Hutchinson, J.F., The History of Wellington County, Landsborough Printing, 1998.

@ Census of Canada Population 1881.
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31) @ Smith, W. H,, Smith’s Canadian Gazetteer, H. & W. Rowsell, 1846. @ Mackay, R. W., Canada Directory, Mon-
treal, 1851-1852. ® Dun and Bradstreet of Canada Ltd., Reference Book, Toronto, 1864-1881.

32) @FEi#820) @ pp. 185-209. @ Dahms, F. A, “The Evolution of Settlement Systems: A Canadian Example,
1851-1970”, Stelter, G. A. ed., Cities and Urbanization - Canadian Historical Perspectives, 1990, Copp Clark Pitman

Ltd, pp. 177-207.
33) Hi820) @ pp. 153.
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FIM To-—IoEEM%E (1840~60F(%)
E#l : Registry Office of Wellington County FTi#&? Register of County of Wellington (1866)

@ “Date of Registory” & ) {ERo
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34) (@ Fordyce, A. D., Plan of the Township of Nichol ( Plan of the Village of Elora % &s), 1845, (C277- 1 -306-01)
. @ Macintosh, J., Plan of a part of the Town of Elora, 1853, (C295-1-45-01). @ Kertland, Percival and Macintosh,
Town of Elora, 1855, (C295-1-45-02). L @ ~@), Ontario Archives ffigkiti[X, @ Cotterell, A. T., “Elora, drawn
and compiled from registered plans”, Cumming, R. ed., Illustrated Atlas of County of Wellington (1877), 1972, pp.

50.
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Planning and Development of Canadian Country Towns in the Nineteenth Century:
A Case Study of Elora Village, Upper Canada

Mitsuko TANIGUCHI
Doshisha Girls' Junior and Senior High School

Country towns are small settlements which are scattered over the rural area. Many country
towns were planned and located with specific functions, especially as a basis for pioneer
settlement. These towns often preceded general settlement and developed a tradition as rural
service centers. In Upper Canada, in the 1780s, the British Imperial Government began a land
survey and town planning along the St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario to encourage
settlement.

The purpose of this paper is to reveal the process of formation of country towns: who had
the idea of town planning, how the plan was realized and developed, and what changes the
country town has undergone. The process will be assessed in the context of Canadian pioneer
experience in the nineteenth century. The village of Elora in Wellington County was chosen as
a typical country town in Upper Canada. It is situated in the middle of Southern Ontario, and
its planning and development started in the 1830s when the development of Southern Ontario
began in earnest. The following approaches were taken to examine and assess the sample
village. '

Firstly, the general planning of Upper Canada is discussed. The Imperial government
purchased the land from the indigenous people and granted it to new settlers. The
administrators ordered a systematic land survey, the basic unit for which was the township.
Simcoe, Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada in 1792, ordered the survey of Southern
Ontario from the shoreline of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. Many townships were set up using
several survey systems which included the rectangular land system. Simcoe thought that
choosing a site with natural advantages was the most important thing in town planning. The
lots in the townsite were usually based on the rectangular land system.

Secondly, the planning of Elora is discussed. In Wellington County, Simcoe ordered that the
base line start from Lake Ontario, and townships adjacent to the lines were surveyed. Nichol
Township was purchased in 1798 and the lots were set up using the double front survey
system in 1819. Gilkison, from Scotland, purchased half of the south-west portion of Nichol
Township and chose the site for his town of Elora at the beautiful falls on the Grand River in
1832. He organized the survey and layout for the village.

Thirdly, the development of Elora between the 1840s and 1870s is discussed. The village had
been in decline for years after the death of Gilkison. However, under the direction of Allan,
and with the co-operation of the residents, Elora was revitalized with some manufacturing
establishments, and there was a steady increase in population. As the surrounding townships
were settled, Elora became a rural service center. The data of the register and some maps show
the realities of town planning at that time. The north side of the Grand River was developed
rapidly as a residential area, and there was also a commercial and an industrial area. They

reveal the difference between the driginal plan and the realities of frontier settlements.
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From these three approaches, the results can be summarized as follows: at the beginning, the
work of the land survey and the planning of towns was carried out by Imperial officials as the
main colonial policy, but gradually private entrepreneurs became interested and the work
became more speculative and ambitious. The planning and development of Elora is a typical
example of the latter, undertaken by some private entrepreneurs, such as Gilkison and Allan.
As the number of settlers and businesses increased, country towns developed quite differently
from the original plan.

By the 1860s, most of the available land in Wellington County had been taken up. The
population of Nichol township and Elora village peaked in 1871, but since then there has been
a steady decrease until 1941. The countryside and country towns in Upper Canada were
influenced by urbanization and the mechanization of agriculture on the one hand, and the
enthusiasm of pioneering in the Canadian West, on the other. The village of Elora provides a
good example of country towns which were planned by private entrepreneurs in the
nineteenth century.

Key words: country town, Upper Canada, town planning, township planning



