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“QB _— COMMANDING OFFICERS. 
Lieut.-Cat- R. ‘L. BOYLE, ,, 

2th. September. 1914, to 25th Apail, 1915. ~ 
“Capt. G. ros ‘ARTHUR: (temporary), . 

< “24th April, 1915, to 6th May, 1915. 

‘* Major P. C. GUTHRIE! (temporary), nan 
6th May, 1915, to 25th May, 1915. - ae SNe 

Lieut.: -Col.' J. G. RATTRAY, D.S.O. © . ao 

Lieut. -Col. D. M. ORMOND; D.S.O., M.C. (now Brig.-Gen.), “ 
23th September, 1915, 

“Major E Ww. MacDONALD, D.S.0., M.C. (now Lieut. “Col. “ 
- | 24th “April, “1918. - ‘ 

; rae ENGAGEMENTS. 9... 0 
“ Second Battle of. Ypres, : Festubert, Givenchy, Sanctuary Wool: 

- "The ; Somme, Hill 70, Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele. 
os 

OR various “yeasons this history of the 10th “Cana-’ a 
F dian Infantry Battahon - must’ ‘necessarily bea. 0 

_brief'-one. Records of. the ‘ battalion’s ‘early |. °. 
exploits. in‘ Flanders ‘are* fragmentary - and - -incomplete.- ~; 

-Many noteworthy achievements. now find place only in- 
the memories of the pitifully few. surviving ‘‘Originals.’* 

: However; all those splendid deeds of courage, endur- . 
ance and fortitude upon which the solid reputation-of . |: 
the ‘battalion résts are dealt with as fully as possible. : : 

-, Unfortunately,:individual acts. of gallantry, for which 
the * Tenth -” was conspicuous, even among the hosts | ~ :, 
of: the’ bravest, cannot. be’ given ‘the prominence which | ~~ 
“they .so well merit. The moment has not yet arrived.” “ 
‘for the peng ‘of a ore ‘detailed and. complete, - 

a 

“ MOBILIZATION. . 

‘Parliastentay machinery, “had hardly ‘eleared the Sway 
- for’ Canada’s: participation inthe struggle when .Val-_ - 
cartier. Camp, ‘Quebec, ” the training _ Ground of. her first : 5 
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splendid Division, sprang from a wilderness ‘into ‘being. 
Of the miracles accomplished in planning and building 
the camp, and the unsurpassable organisation’ which _,. 
.made it possible, little need be said here, ‘but the -. 
astonishing fact remains that entirely adequate~ adcom- . 
modation for the housing and fraining of 35, 000, men. 

' .was completed in less than three weeks. 
On August 24th, 1914, as soon as it became “known. . 

* that: Canada’s offer of men had been accepted: by Great 
Britain, recruiting offices for the’ 10th Battalion’ were - 
opened in Lethbridge, Edmonton, Calgary, and mshy - 
other towns throughout Alberta. . The response was a 
instant and ‘enthusiastic: Eager volunteers flocked to_- 
enrol in ‘‘Alberta’s. own Battalion,” and prctcally 
every profession, trade and: calling in the Provinee Was: - 

" represented-in the first five hundred attestations,.- . ... 
In the latter end of September;’ the: battalion was 

ordered to mobilise’ at - Valcartier Camp, and. its 
_ organisation .and training was placed. in the: ‘capable - 

; hands of Lieut.-Colonel R. L. Boyle. He at’ once’ 
systematised the battalion’s affairs ard placed its uncer- , 
tain feet’ upon the path towards military efficiency:- 

_ But there were many shufllings and rearrangements’ . 
mecessary before the ‘* Tenth °°, took. their place, ae. 
unit, in Canada’s first expeditionary’ force, for-theSé6m- -, «” 

. position of that force was not. made, known ‘to the. 
- - anxious ‘commanding officer until the _ last: moment” 
' - before the troops sailed for England. -: ; 
- "The 10th Battalion was assigned. to. an ‘old but | eotn: : 

_* .modious* and seaworthy vessel ‘of the Allan Lines: and» 
.. shared quarters with - the. “stat of No 1 Canadian, 

, . General. Hospital." . 
- Fortunately the inevitable discomforts of. the journey: 

> were’ not. accefituated by, rough -weather, . and ~ after: 
.. eleven days of: uneventful _ voyaging the fleet cropped 
7 _ anchor, in. Plymouth, 

IN ENGLAND, 

oe OF. ihe: "weary; soul-trying months | “of training ‘at Salis 
. ay Plain, under Weather: ‘conditions! that were: aly. 

} - 
4 a 
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ppalling, ‘and’ ‘duting. “which ‘Kundreds. of ‘men. aufféred ° 
from .the dreaded spotted fever, and pneumonia, . smuch: 
1a, ‘already: been, written... Few, however, can realise 

to:- what. extent ‘the endurance and fortitude. of -the” 
men “were tried by the very day conditions of camp. 
life. . - 

On ‘October ; “the 24th the Tenth, 34 with the ‘other. m7 
units of the Division, was inspected by that great.sol- 
dier; the late Field: Marshal Earl: Roberts: . Tt was his: Ss 
last. . public appearance in England. After the- march _ 
past..the’ Division’ was formed into7a hollow squaré,~ 
around ‘the saluting base; tox be: addressed” by! him. ‘The’. 
victor of Kandahar displayed considerable. emotion as 
e:walked forward and faced the‘closely packed ranks - 

‘of. Canada’s ‘stalwarts..*.These quietly confident,” mus-"- 
wlar and finely trained-volunteers,: who had: come :three..’ 

thousand: miles to uphold. Freedom and. tha, Empire,.” 
impressed him. deeply. .They. satisfied hit professional * 
ye ‘and gave promise of gréat_hitting power. “oe 
Lord Kitchener accompaniéd the King’.to* the: final - 
Royal’ Review,”? which took place on “February - the’. 

thi. All-eyes. were: focussed on Exigland’s greatest sol: . 
jer;.and each battalion was determined to. surpass itself ~ 
hat: day.- ‘Fortunately “the | /weather, © “which “had- been 
breatening, ‘cleared -as the great hour. approached, and - 
yhen ‘the battalions-were massed and. ready for inspec: - 
ion ‘on ‘Knighton Down, -the sun shone’ fitfully- through: 
he-clouds.: Ihe itall figuré of Lord’ Kitchener, as. he » 
tood: beside, the“King’ underneath ‘the Royal Standard,. - 
eld: the~ “breathless attention -of ,the: Canadians, and. as ° 
he”: -bands’. crashed~“forth: * the “familiar . “Tegimental 
iarches,’ the. battalions. swung off ‘for “the match- past 
ith. the- poise ‘and: assuranice-of veterans. .The moment. 
‘as epoch ‘making... The. men ‘from. far-off, Canada, like 
ribaders of- old,. were about, to: ‘fare’ forth: in. defertce of . 
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“0th Battalion, with other ‘units of the 2nd. ‘Biigede, 2 
entrained on February’ the 10th, and . boarded. the. - 
transport the same day. The journey was expected to * 
be a short one, and consequently as many,men as “was : 

_- possible were crowded on to each transport, “Every 
. available inch of space was occupied, and the men of .. 
the “Tenth,” with -their fully packed equipment.’ ‘and: . 
rifles, had hardly room to turn round. To make: mat- *~ 
ters worse, head winds: and mountainous seas buffeted - 
the transport from the moment she had left the pro- 7 

tection of the estuary, and, with the other ships of the’ . 
‘convoy, she wallowed in the Bay of Biscay for. three“ 

“ days before she finally made port. 
On the morning of the 15th of February’ the Toth om 

‘Battalion disembarked, The men, many of whom had ... 
suffered ‘severely from sea-sickness, were weary from the a 
confinement and cramped quarters. on ship-board, and-- 
the march to billets several miles outside the town,’ was* ¢ 

-& severe trial. 
‘On the ‘following day the battalion savas “marched to, 

- the entraining pomt from which they were ta be taken 2 
“bo within m striking distance of the © Bring line.” 

7 4 

“THE ARRIVAL IN FRANCE—INCIDENTS, * 

| Hatebrick, a fsinty large: town in » Pande and the 

a hopes lighted by imperative command. to: * ‘Fall in 
“The last‘mouthfuls of breakfast were hastily. Bolted; the: 

* men: struggled” into their equipment and, “almost, ‘before 
- ‘they- Fealised it, | _-Hazébrack, was. . bri 

emory. ° 



“in Romarin on the afterncon of February 20th, which 
WAS . to be their “ home ” for’ some time while under- ~ 

«going the vitally necessary instruction in actual: trench 
warfare. 
-y “A? oand © C” Companies were. chosen {or “the first’. 
“tour of duty in the, “ Plugstreet.” trenches, and ~ 
-sreceived + their - baptism of fire on. the evening of . 
February 22nd. - Their trip into -the line proved a -- 

- revelation ‘in. more respects than one. The tenacious, - 
siey-cold mud of the trenches, the evil odour of a much 

- “fought over battle ground, -the- necessity for keeping a 
“one’s head down, and the constant, unfightable- menace | 

a 
‘Atter: two 5 days rest ‘at Borre the battalion 1 continued 

“the march to the Ploegsteert area, and ‘arrived at billets - 

of high explosive shells and- trench mortar bombs of © 
-frightful killmg power, effectively crushed old imagin-. 7 

“ings about the romance. and glamour of. war. They 
_found that this was a war of moles and machinery— " 
‘a grubby, dirty war,in which..picks and shovels were 
“only ‘of secondary importance to machine - guns: and ~- 
- artillery. 
‘= Despite the usual. strafings,” incidental to trench 
routine, .and indicative, of Hunnish’ peevishness, ‘the 

\.battalion suffered no- casualties until: February 25th, . 
when “*€” and “D*? Companies “were in. the line. 
They. had one man killed and'two wounded. Two mote - a 
easualties occurred” before-the “‘ Tenth was relieved: oR * 
2February 28th - and’ under. orders’ to move: . to « me. 
 Armentieres Sector.. . 

‘From ‘the arrival of the: battalion’ in Fleur: “Bais, “a a 
‘small -village ‘south. of Armentieres, until the- eve. of. 

euve, Chapelle, Great: Britain’s first offensive action; -- 
nd anxiously ‘awaited. test’ of the hitting power of the - 

‘British, Aimy, -the men -had ‘nothing worse to’ endure” .:- 
han: the monotonies of trench. duty, working. fatigue: _« 
and: labours’ inseparable from, *¢ "Pest ‘billets,””_ ‘Plus the-. on 
never-to:be-avoided casualties. 

*~ }«Neuve -Chapelle passed them by, ‘and the’ “ Tenth ro : _ 
watched. the ‘shuffling of the’ ‘pawns in-this great game. : = 

f: War Chess. with ‘wonder, and envy s;wonder, at: cthe:; 
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mightiness of the “onganigation ‘involved in ‘the moves: 
-. gent of armies, and envy of those gallant ‘battalions. 

- which were marching s0 cheerfully into the: ‘furnace: Of 
‘batil Qn |: . 

The- Canadians, who. Were now “considered to “be 
- “trench wise,” were ‘moved to a livelier part of | the. 

front. On March the 25th the, 10th Battalion was: one* 
of the units that marched out of Romarin for Estairés.: 
After a week’s intensive training “at. Estaires the- bat-. 
talion, on ‘the morning of April 14th, boarded 2’ fleet: 

- of motor ‘buses—the familiar ‘vehicles of .the.-London : 
- ‘streetsand jotirneyéd through peaceful, Flemish coun- 2+. 
. tryside to _Viamertinghe, a pretty. village directly ; west, 

- of Ypres. and ‘as yet untouched by war.-. - 
. Leaving the buses -at Viamertinghe, “the “yoth - Bat:~ 

" talion took to the road_and followed: the. moving ‘stream, < 
"-. of troops towards Ypres and-the Salient... Their ‘dese 
“* “tination was Wieltje;’ and then the trenches—a new. part. . 
‘-* of the line ‘which our~increasing strength permitted -us’... 

to take over from the’ French Colonial troops; who had_ 
been holding it almost: since the victorious, 7 onmushing.. 
Huns. had! heen : Drought toma: sstandstill. 

ne vee _ THE Savrent? 

i The reliet was not” ‘eltected” ‘ttl 4.80: 5 ac Si “the - 
- “moming of for 15th; © ~ The commanders ‘of the French: 

“of the most ‘desperate. and bloody battles. of the war was 
fought. over, this very. gtound;-and, the heroic. sacrifice 
made”. bythe, . Canadians on ~ this” ‘occasion tendere: 
immortal, thé name’ of. ¥pres,..- : my 
vy The’ trenches ‘taken “over “by the ‘ath “Battalion 
‘poughly. 1,500: yards. of frontage, faced’ thé German: ‘Tine. 
between. and ‘just’ south’ of,: Polecappelle: ‘aud “Passchen. 
“daele. ~The. front. line “was , merely a’ Damé;, ‘being Fitth 
More, than. -a- ‘shellow. “dite swithout” pa “The 
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were. no. 5 augouts: or other shelters;. aud parts of. the oe 

ditch was- literally’ paved -with. German dead-of an_ 
early vintage. Of barbed wire’ entanglements there was. 

not even a vestige, and the only protective device con-. - 

sisted of smooth trip-wire, thinly“strung, some distance.” 
in front of the place _ where the parapet should have. * 
been.. Some of the men-in making their way into the 
_trench-had come through this v wire without being aware mo 

“of its existence.- ~ os 
- As 59OD as a thorough survey had been made ‘by the 7 
officers -of the “ Tenth,” steps were. at once taken to’ ~ 

strengthen the defences. - Twenty-five -hindred sand- -. 
‘bags were smuggled into the line, filled.and put in place. 
during the next twenty-four | hours. The fire trench was .- 
eleaned, deepened, and made - fit for occupation, “the - 
men working feverishly to get the gruesome job over- 
ag-quickly as possible. .This unwonted activity-was-not™ | 
overlooked by ‘the. Hun artillery observers, and their 
gutis-engleavoured. to interrupt operations with, annoying: vin 
O ersistency both day and night. -° - oe 

‘Major McLaren, Major Ormond, and ‘Captain Glédden- 
of the “ Tenth ” were. riding along the Elverdinge Road ~ 
toward: Brielen on the afternoon of April 22nd. when 
‘they saw rolling’ “towards the: British -lines; behind .the’ 
smoké of bursting” shells; ‘a dense’ ‘cloud, of 'yéllowish=- 
green vapour. . It-advanced slowly: on the wings of ‘the - 
shiggish. -wind, -erawling .along: the’ ground in heavy. 
billows, ‘auhurried and portentous.. |.» 

They:. _spurred ° their horses “and gallopé “towards: 
¥pies,. ‘Ghilled . by a :strange dread - of- the - unknown i 
phenomenon. They feared -and’ “hated _ this : Pras fey 
re ates Lf 

They: could throw no Tight. on the origin ‘of the apr 
suselling. smoke :which was ‘now tainting ‘the air, but. it. 
Wes “Certain. that: some~ “offensive, ‘action: Wes. preparing. 
whder ‘its cover. a ; , 
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- . WHE SECOND BATTLE OF .YPRES.. 2 

A hutried order.from Brigade H.Q. was received at .. 

5.20 p.m.. notifying Colonel Boyle to have his batta- 

lion ready to move to the trenches’ at 6 p.m, : The , 

battalion paraded at the junction of the Ypres-St. Jean’: 

Road, but was at once swdéflowed up in the terrible. ~ 

. eonfusion . of tien and transport. which: prevailed. © 

- Masses of wildly fleeing French Colonial troops surged: - 

on the roads and over the fields making -towards Ypres :. 
and Vlamertinghe, many of them exhausted’ and gasp-"" 

’.- ing for breath, their faces twisted and distorted with -~ 
‘pain. Asphyxiating gas of great: intensity had . been - ' 

. projected into their trenches,*and thousands had been i 
overcome before they abandoned ‘the line. ‘To add to . 

. the terror ‘and confusion, the German guns had the — 
range of the Cross Roads, outside- Ypres, and their. — 

- thickly falling shells. were snatching numerousyvictims -:~ 
from among the horror stricken refugees. = +> 

- “In order to extricaté his battalion, Colonel Boyle had -~. 
_, to split it up into small parties, and these proceeded © 
_ independently to Wieltje. _ aa res 
. ' At this time the position on the battle front-was as: 

_ follows: Three infantry brigades of the Canadian Divi- - - 
_;-sion were holding. about 5,000 yards of “front line. -' 

~ trenches, extending from the Ypres-Roulets Railway to * 
. the Ypres-Polecappelle Road. “Fhe-French were on the.” 

-. left flank ‘in..tofch with the 8rd Brigade, the 2nd 
’ +. Brigade was on the right, the 1st ‘Brigade héing held in 

reserve. - |... - ot Re Ma a 7 

.. The’ enforced. withdrawal’ of the’ French €olonia! 
_ troops, which left a gap of nearly 1,000 yards in~the 

. -line,- gravely” exposed -the Canadians’. left, making it 
‘: possible for the Huns- to. break through ' and’ cut: off: 
- the entire division. . The situation::was desperate. 
- The . General Officer _ Commandirig © the: Canadians, 
"*-decided. upon’a bold stroke. “He withdrew -his left” flank: 
.._ southwards, ‘protecting his. reat, and-establishitig’a new 

“front, and! prepared ito-counter-attack. upon St. Julien 
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2 “Wood, ‘which the Huns had captured, two miles in rear 
.. > “of-the original French position, 
“ .. ++. Reitiforcements had arrived—not a moment too soon.” 
~-'Two battalions of the--Ist Brigade and one from the - 

--:. nd Brigade had been-switched to the trenches in sup-. 
“. port of the 8rd Brigade. The “Tenth,” also of the - 
. (2nd Brigade, which we left Gir thé way to Wieltje, was _ 
’ intercepted - and diverted to’ the same ground. A ‘— 

* - counter-attack—a forlorn hope—was to be .carried out 
- immediately. -, 

_°. » Darknéss had fallen. -A- -waning moon was f. tly illu- 
“? mining the murderous ‘melee of the m its fant The 
’. “stabbing flashes of bursting German’ shells marked the. - 
“- Canadian position. German guns were trying to blast _ 

i, .&@ pathway through for their infantry. Machine -gun™ . 
cus and ‘rifle flashes flickered like a million fireflys in the ©. 
>. gloom, and the swishing bullets flew literally in sheets ~ 
-* over the broken’ ground and_ battered trenches~where—_ 
- the 8rd Brigade was ‘hanging on indomitably. . 
-. “The forlorn hope, consisting of the 10th and the 16th - 

_ (Canadian Scottish) : Battalions, moved up rapidly to * 
the attacking point, from which St. Julien Wood’ could © ° 
. Be ‘seen, looming up - darkly in the faint moonlight, ee 

five. hundred yards way. ’ Le 

ay 

can -§, 

- THE “ TENTH » > ATTACK. 
\, ‘ : - 

ae The’ order to advance Was “given at 11.45 p.m.. The“ , 
. Tenth ” led the way, the 16th following almost. imme-. ~- 
diately “behind; both” battalions- were moving. forward “© 
in waves, edch: wave” ‘two-companies strong.’ . ‘Although: - 
the ground was much. cut up from shefftfire, little noise -_ 
was smade by the-marching men, uporfvhom the neces: a 
sity for strict - sflence hid been impressed... 
More thar. two-thirds " of the ~ distance. had: ‘Been ; 



aroused thes enemy’ B seritries, and: a » miurdesous fire Tom : 
.” rifles’ and Inachine guns was openéd -upoit the “Tenth."* 2 

. Colonel Boyle, -who was following behind ihe: second - 
«wave, urged on his -nien. : we 

“i Wavered. - Working frantically “with rifle butts: the. 
< burst through the hedge, i 4 ening = 

|". open space at a bound, and” reached, the’ frst German 
“trench ‘at the :wood’s edge. This , was- bayoneted. clear 

 ~ im five minutes.’ . Without ‘hesitation the “10th and*‘the* 
‘16th ‘clambered, out of the trench and charged into th 
wood. Every -tree-trunk sheltered - a..Hun‘rifleman 

- while machine ‘guns enfiladed the approaches: and‘ open” 
:- Spaces with’ a iwithering fire. . It seemed ‘impossible that” 

; ~ anything could live-in that. maelstrom: of ‘flying lead 
j _ But the Canadians, now thoroughly: atoused, were not 
to be’ deniéd, and,: fighting’ -grmly~ with: “the: bayonet. 

= ~ every. foot : of. the. way, ‘gradually “drove their . moi 
| mumerous adversaries backward. : ‘Hundreds: of Germans*-:" 
~ were edger ‘to- surrender. Their‘dead Jay in heaps: “ 

- In the advance’ a party of E the:* *©Tenth ”? came “apo 
the” four ‘naval: guns” which “the. Germans ‘captured ° in 
“their: first irresistible. rush. . : -They had. been: Fendere 
“useless by “the hastily'-retreating enemy: 

"7" Now the’ battalions ‘were fighting side-by- side. Dea 
"hed taken vee toll of. the: loth, pn the* men of the? 

up ‘more’ machine a the "te ‘Gointiane "lost thelr & for 
nation, "They: fought: singly’ ‘and in ‘small groups, préss 
ing ever onwards.: -” They ‘advanced wherever’ the.-Ger 
77 aan, were: in- numbers. Sane 
SU neonsciously ” ’ they: had’ ‘swerved : ‘somewhat © 
right and ‘were. moving. north-east. through -the . wood 

:: instead of swinging. around: by: the’.south-west: front: 
“ydntended.; “Here, exhausted ‘and ’caught~ by * néw: “blast 

enfilade.‘rifleand “machine-gun ‘fire, ‘th were forces 
reto" dig’ themselves ; in.“ The: Sposition.-‘was untenable 
-Masseq: of: artillery. concentrated its ‘fire pon the. ‘9008, 

and: ‘high- attler 
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-gkrough the. trees, creating’ indescribable ‘chaos. ; 
.. Machine guns, concentrated in groups, chattered death’ 
- at every moving thing. Withdrawal was ‘inevitable— - 
. otherwise annihilation. 

“These Canadians had now been fighting a hand-to--” 
“hand death-struggle against unbelievable odds in men - 
cand guns for nearly three hours. They were badly —~ 
‘stricken, .but unbeaten. They would have. ‘gone for- _ 
ward'.to annihilation if ordered to do sé; but’ fortu-_ . 

- nately the complete sacrifice was unnecessary, - for, their 
“charge had accomplished its object.- 
“The ‘withdrawal was successfully earried out at 12.80. 
>pem, and a‘ new line was’ constructed running .along . 
~by.-the hedge | which had Ampeded them in the original.» 
_:advaties. 

) 
Zn 

ASTOUNDING. HEROISM. 

_ AL reconnaissance was undertaken by ‘Major Ormond 
“to:ascertain the position at the ‘battalion’s left - flank, - 
: which rested near the south-west corner of the wood. 
«The sound of rapid fire suggested that the enemy might ~ ; 
be advancing from a new direction. His fears were not . 
~Fealized 5. ‘but he found a party of men—thirty-four . in - 
_all—of the 10th and 16th Battalions, holding a portion’ 
of the first German trench.on the fringe of the wood. 
“and putting up a spirited fight against an enemy bomb- °-: 
‘ing and: machine gun party which occupied . an advanced oe ‘ 
“redoubt some fifteen yards away. To: ensure the safety: 
rof ‘his main line this post would have to be destroyed... 

‘Lieutenant Lowry, -10th Battalion, and ten men’. 
‘yoluniteered to enter the wood and attack the post! from" e 
the flank; the remainder of- the little.force was to rush .:¢ 
“it: as“soon as the flanking party should open fire. The ~ 
‘charge was’ made—and_ broken. .-Eighteen men’ fell. as” <= 
‘they clambered over the: parapet, withered by machine. - 
gun: fire...The flanking: party. was equally unlucky. oe 
JA’ eréss -trench ‘was dug to cope with. the’ firé from. °: 
thé. “hostile. redoubt and to” ‘connect up. with the. old 



- ascertain the exact. location ‘of some small parties which 

a ment the 10th Battalion took over the left flank. A’ 
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., German line, which Major Ormond | foiind to be. in’ a 
“- fairly- good ‘condition and to- contain many interesting 
-. trophies. - : Tie 
A German:- Colonel of infaitry and several other’. 

wounded. German officers lay among the stricken. whg - 

littered the trench, and at least. two regiments were-- 
identified through their dead—the. 2nd Prussian Guards. 
and 234th Regiment, Bavarians—crack Hun troops.. so: 
The Germans; angered .at the “occupation .of © this, 

. trench, showered ‘explosives upon its devoted little g : 
vison. .They could bring fire to ‘bear from threé direc: 
tionsy—and they did-—a lashing concentration . of shells, 

’ “bombs, machine uns and rifles. 
- With ‘the coming of dawn an’ effart.. was ‘made to 

had become detached during | the ‘withdrawal from the 
‘ wood, - 

oo. Tt -was "found ‘that ae small composite fore of- the © 
- two battalions. was’ holding. about two hundred yards. 

_ of German trench fringing, the S.W. corner of ‘the. 
.). .wood, and: to. the’ left of the hedge. line’ to: which» our 

~ tailed to connect. the tw6 ‘positions.’ In the ‘teadjust- 

“< gap of about, two hundred yards existed between ‘the’: é 
‘1 right "of, the 16th Battalion and the Divisional Position 
:” now ‘oceupied. -by., the Ist Reserve Brigade..." 
i}. About. this time it was discovered: that the Gemisns’ 
“were digging a trench to the right of. our new position; 
oo-which, if finished ‘and occiipied ; ‘in. force would’ ‘seriously. 
jeopardise» ‘the éntire Jjine. © Lieut.-Col. . Boyle, ‘who- had: 
“been. with his: men’ in the thick of- all" the fighting, de- 
: . gideéd ‘that the: enemy jgnust.: ‘be ‘driven. out, and: the ‘work’ 
va destroyed. = 
~2\. “Fhe . assault: wild nade. with’ splendid. gallatitry de- 
:cospite® ‘the. men’ S ‘exhausted condition ; : “but- it never. had 
‘>a chance. ‘to succeed,- Batteries “of machine guns, 
short.” “tange .“¢ played . ‘like. .a: ‘watering “pot,” as" one 
' : officer said;tipon thes amall‘attacking , force.» ‘Colonel 
4, Boyle,:who, was Teading,. fell-mortally. “wounde i 
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_ Macliaten, . the-’ ‘Second in command, Major: Ormond, . ~: 
“the Adjutant, Major Lightfoot, and several other: offi. : 
cers were also hit, and the rank and file suffered pro- - | 
: portionaiely. The retnnants fell back upon their trench, ‘ 
firing . as they withdrew. 

In:-six -hours of fighting «the battalion had lost. in 
=killed and wounded nineteen -officers and nearly six. 
* hundred N.C.0.’s and men; out of a total strength of “~ 

ight hundred’ and sixteen. The Tenth hed indeed. had, SS 
- its baptism of: blood.- Lot 

. Major MacLaren, an , exceptionally able- and ‘gallant out 
; Officers" was - killed’ by a shell’ While on the " way to hos- aan 

tal. : 
= Major. ‘Ormond, though severely wounded; “refused to moog 
éave the field and ‘took command ‘of the battalion. ; 
~ The. daylight hours’ of April 28rd were spent in or- ~ 
ganising the defences and removing ‘the wounded, many ~." 
of whom lay in the open. “Attempts‘to bring in the ©. 
sufferers were met by. hostile yifle fire; ‘but despite this... 

- typically -Hunnish act many were rescued. ‘Thosé..un-- 
fortunates who lay far out had to be. left to their. fate. -. 

. All day long the German guns pounded: at the Cana-. 
“dian lines, attempting ‘to crush out the defenders’ mar. 
_vellous spirit. of resistance by sheer weight of ‘metal. . -_ 
‘As darkness: approached “patrols “were sent into the’ -*.- 

“wood .to ascertain the lie of the German trenches, but: .* 
their attempts to.get into touch with the -enemy ‘out- .: 
(posts were ‘swept/to failure by heavy machiné gun fire. ~~. 
“One of these’ “patrols discovered the positions of three”. 
ofthe 4.7 guns which the use of. gas had enabled the =: 
nemy to-capture. These’ guns were partially destroyed: ; 

sand, literally - ‘buried with dead—Turcos, British and ~ 
‘Germans. ‘As it was impossible to move .them, ‘snipers + 
wwere’ detailed to cover. theni,. awaiting - a favourable op, 

ortunity.- ‘to get them safely away, to. our. Hines... cts 

A GRIM. ORDEAL?) 

Phe ‘seeond night of ‘ordeal’ ‘had. come. ® Ammunition - 
vas.” “exhausted, . there, -were- HO» “Surgical: Gressings.. or 
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‘stretchers with which to ease and transport the deplor-’ 
ably large numbers of wounded, and. the emergency’ 
rations had been eaten by the hungry ‘men long since.“ 
No one“had had any water for hours. Machine guns) ~ 
were urgently needed to supplement the pitifully weak <!""' 
rifle strength, and it was equally necessary that ‘tele- | ~ 
phonic’ communication ‘should be. established with Bri-. © 

~ gade H.Q. . ; . ee Te 
- Another attack by the ‘enemy seemed imminent, _~. 

: | signs of great activity -baing manifested in the hostile.” | - 
_ "lines less than-one hundred yards away. hel 
we After many perilous journeys to Brigade ‘H.Q., Lieut: . 

~..W. R. Critchley succeeded in, obtaining some flares and “- ~~ 
- .@ flare pistol, also a .telephone.- Machine guns could~- ~ 
-not be spared. S.Q.M.S. Haylett also got through with 

‘| »& Meagre supply of ratiéns, and at midnight the day’s : 
' *. fast was broken. The men were’ suffering: badly” from,” 
|< thirst and the nerve strain of the continuous shellitig. ° 
_ + Many’ slept where they stoed from sheer exhaustion, un- - 
:/ mindful of the -din of bursting shells and of death ever — - 
), "present in the droning shrapnel and ‘flying’ billets. S 
_,. , An-alarm reached the battalion at 8'a.m., April 24th. 

.. othe Germans were about to attack. Half. an “hour: <° 
“. later the enemy’s guns opened up, a’ furious: boiabard= 
“ment, ‘and successive projections of gas could be .seen - 
"rolling in dense waves towards the Canadian ‘trenchés. 
.. some distance to the right.’ In the half-light of the; 
"early dawn-the onlookers, saw the pulsing ‘walls of evil. :. 
- looking vapour. creep with grim cértainty towards ‘the... 
...° Hlame-smeared ‘trenches. where helpless ‘men ‘erouchéd -” 

« 
wee 

' and defiantly awaited its breath of death. .: - 
>, | A message-+was received ‘from - Brigade’ -H.Q. order- 
-. ing the I0th Battalion ‘to mové-to a -position ‘on ‘the - 
\ Gravenstafel’ Ridge, in support of the. 8th Battalion; 7 which “was being hard’ pressed. Arrangements were at. 

- / nce made ‘with. the 16th. Battalion. to- extend. their” 
| left. “When ‘the .10th was ready to move ‘it.-was. broad. 
-> daylight” and “the “sun’s rim “was. just -showing “above: } 

the ‘horizon:*- The’ only -means of egress. from. the. front - 
“line was ‘by, way of a‘recently dug, shallow trough barely”: Sef ren nO DT lay , eo a, wo hee 
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: offering” cover to prone men. “It crossed a ridge ex-: | 
posed ‘to German fire from three directions; yet” by 

’“skilful handling the’ men were brought safely away 
. without: the enemy being aware of the movement. 
:. ’ After a tedious march the badly spent battalion, now | 

‘ only: a hundred and fifty strong with three officers, 
s-reached support ‘trenches. on the slope of the Graven- 
*gtafél Ridge. Almost immediately an imperative call 
“for help came from the 8th Battalion, which was de | 
“fending the ridge to the N.E. of St. Julien. Extend- . 
‘ing into open order, the 10th Battalion scrambled up. 
= the slope, gathering many stragglers-from other units ~~ 
‘on the ‘way, and occupied. a trench tothe ‘left of that * ” 

. held by small parties of the 8th and: 7th Battalions... | - | 
The Germans seemed to-be attacking all along the... 
ine, using artillery and gas unsparingly and then hurl- . -; 
:ing masses of men upon the suffocating defenders. Time ~~, 

- and time again the enemy threw his full foree against ~~ 
~ the mauled. trenches, but always. his infantry. staggered: 
“back beaten by mere handfuls- of “unconquerable Cana- . - 
-dians." . . Or 
“», Captain Arthur. was’ now in ‘commtiand of the otk a 
“Battalion, Major Ormond having been wounded again. “ 
<The latter had displayed ‘unusual resolution and re- >. 
source’ -in ‘handling his sorely tried’‘command.  - as 

.*'. [hé gas clouds gradually drifted towards the’ 10th ae 
” Battalion: trenches, blinding and choking the defenders, ~~ 
‘while the massed German guns sowed the ground with’. -, 
* Geath-spreading ‘high . explosive:-‘and shrapnel: The ..°: 
.~battlefield- was an inferno—a recking shambles. haunted : F 

+ with | the’ » Sroans: ‘of the. = Sie. . or 

_ FIGHTING 10. THE 1 LAST. 

. There - were “now:. ‘only 46 men ‘and. “five. officers 
including “many ~ stragglers. ‘from ‘other. units—left to: 
defend “a long stretch of. trench, | yet the, thought ‘ of" 
Yetreat-never seemed.to have occurred to‘them. Under 
Captain Lowry’ s. Teadership they ‘beat Back Several, | fietee: 
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Le ‘attacks in the next “few - hours... Who: ‘shall know. th 
. ‘podily and mental anguish -which these :.Canadians.“en 

‘dured during these awful hours of struggle, when’-thé 
“< fate of Belgium: and . Calais hung. by, the fine’ gold n- 

-’s. > thread of their valour?" . ” j 
_7 The German guns Never slackened in . their. efforts: to 
ae blot ‘out the Canadians, and Major. Ormond. records: in: 
:, his-diary that his: men were, being, blown out-of the" 
“-. trench in groups, . mutilated’ Beyond tecognition, by: thes 

‘ rending high explosive. . - : wet 
~  -Lowards 6 a.m. tHe enemy succeeded, “by- @ series. of 
! ghort.. rushes, in, ‘working forward on, ‘the Jett‘ of: ‘th 
10th Battalion. with machine’ guns. ‘Our. ‘rifle. fire was. 
too weak *to stop him.’ The greater part. of! our: ‘posi- 
. tion “was -gartisoned - -now only by our. dead: “and- 
;, wounded, .The survivors of: the 10th: ‘Battalion We 
+ Isolated. The position was hopeless. - - 2° ; 
+s». At,moon'.a, runner reached Captain Lowry’ with: an 

onder to! ‘withdraw. “It came’ not a mioment too ‘soon 
‘*\- for the enemy was massing for a final rush,’ The. retire 
\ viment was successfully* ‘carried out -under: the «eyes 6f= 

‘the .enemy.-’ By 1 p:m: all that was left of the’loth © 
Battalion’ was. safely entrenched , in< the-new position. 

in time‘to -see the last. round, fired cby: thé? ‘only: British‘ 
~ battery: left, i in action, There "yas no: ‘more! ammunitior 
.for..the-guns. *! 
‘The battalion -was, ‘exhausted - by: sixty. houts of’ fered 

= 1 and continuous - -Aghting, - but. that: night: its; teninants; 
17 togethér: With those-of the ‘7th! Battalion; . were: -otdered 

up. tothe support. ok ari ‘English . Tegiment ‘that. Was | 

ee 



: ating round Fortuin, anid’ St. ‘Julien on : April orth a and: 
Sth, when the’ Germans;’,.by sheer weight, of men ‘and 

‘guns, temporarily broke .through.. aie 
On" Monday morning, April 20th, the 100. “worn-out 

‘men who. remained. of the battalion’ were- relieved: 
‘hey. staggered to billets at ‘Viamertinghes. Rene 
“The second battle: of ‘Ypres was over.-~ The: full might: 
f.. German” ‘arms, estimated ‘at four divisions with sur- ° 

‘plus ‘artillery ,- héd exhausted ‘itself againbt.. the :stub-. 
born,, immovable defence of men, who. could not realize 
>wher “they -were beaten. . Canadian valour hed marked 
an époch in the history 6f-British ‘arms. Memories of the. 
“héroisni: of those citizen’ soldiers can never, die "While, ive 
lization endures: ae tla. Dn 

ANOTHER, CALL. 

“Bat. ‘only a ‘very short - rést was vouthsafed to 5 thei.” 
‘Lack of reserves- again. forced, thé -burden of ‘duty: ‘UpOR . - 
them; and.-on. the. last-day. of April they occupied the... 
‘trenches onthe Yser Canal ‘to the north-west ‘of: Ypres 
For ‘hearly a week they. held ‘this ‘portion of the line: The" 
Germans’ battered. ceaselessly at. their defences ‘and’ Ger-.. 
an aéroplanes,. then ‘absolute masters. of the air, bombed - 

them frequently p20 > 
‘The 2nd Canadian Infantry: Brigade: was’ now: attached - 

to. the .4th: Imperial Corps and ‘was ‘transferred* to the 
billeting aréa south-west of Bailleul an the evening’ of : 
‘May Sth.'. A week ‘was given it-for rest’and- Teorganisa 
tion. in‘préparation: for General ‘Alderson’ s. inspection ‘on 
‘May.0th:of the Canadian, Divisidn;. :* I have never been: | 
80, proud “of anything’ in my-lifé ‘as-Tam of my -armilét - 
ith Canada * on it,” he ‘said. - Poe kidw my amilitary 

history. pretty” well, but J cannot: think: ‘of -an: instance, 
specially ‘when’ the, cleverness and’ determination’ of. the 
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-‘eommand of the battalion and led his ‘men. with - skill 
- _ and determination until wounded during ‘the bitter: ‘fight ! 
= ing, around K.5 redoubt. ran 

“The guns were ‘already thundering a “prelude: to Battle on 
“when -the 10th Battalion | took over, the trenches at Rue’ aa 

-. Was-an’ orman pose strong. one.’ ‘Besides ‘the - usual: 
elaborate system of trench defences, the ground-in frouit 
was scarred with water-logged' : ditches, ahd a terrific 
enfilade fire could be -brought to bear. upon. wall the - ap- 

. “proaches by. groups of machine . guns. mori ated in- “eon 
. crete redoubts.” ae et ple, 

PO pee coe at 
' es a oo oe _FESTUBERG. an oe 

* One ‘of these redoubts known’ as ‘ x. Bs 2” * dominated 
. the left‘ flank of. the 10th Battalion’s position, ‘and:.the 
fire from its machine-guns | caused ‘many: casualties..in 

- our ‘trenches. ; *-K.5? had to be-taken.{s. |” 
. The: co-operation~ of the . artillery. ‘and . ‘somie\ | \ trench 

"mortars -was’ secured, ‘and it. was. arranged: that} b slow 
but steady. fire should be maintained ‘upon’ thé. _Tedoubt 
"for several hours before. the infantry ' should. attempt to 
“rush vitz-. Only: ‘light. guns’ were available, however,’ and 

‘+ - these proved quite ineffectual, hardly damaging the solid 
~defences—as the attackers: found. ‘out later. 02> 

-*The. battalion. moved" against ‘the: redoubt: at. ‘dusk ‘of 
* Stew 20th. \ The way. lay, along'a communication: -trénch 
o gateely unknown, to either officers! or men...’ . Cireum: 
_ Stancés were. ‘completely : against’ ‘the success. of the enter: 
“Prise, . The: leading’ company came suddenly’ into ‘plain 
“view? ofthe’ waiting ‘énemy “and. was ‘almost annihilated 
by ahachine gui’ fire: The. attack- pane dead. Mounds 
me “of dead ‘and | dying ; lay. tozi ae 
“eould- win: through: ali 
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‘eaden’ death: -To- avoid ‘unnecessary: ‘losses “Major .. 
‘Guthrie ordered withdrawal. : 
The Canadians: were not to. be beaten, however, and 

“another attempt. against “ K.5 ”? was. planned for the ~. 
following day. - It was hoped. hat sufficient artillery SUp- . 
‘port might be obtained: io 
“For thrée and a half hours on May. aTst our guns be~ - 
laboured “ KS and ‘adjoining trenches, but the absence _- 
‘of “4 heavies ?? again minimised the. effect of the bom- - 
‘pardment.- On this occasion the attack was to be’ pushed, , .’ 
‘home from both flanks by two: companies of the 10th — 
Battalion,.: assisted by a grenade corapany from the Ast - 
Canadiaii Infantry: Brigade, ‘under cover of night.* - <2 | 
:-Phe left party following’ a trench route’ had_ to’ cover 
the last’ hundred yards of. the advance across ‘the open, .° 
jexposed.to. an unheard-of concentration. of machine gun ~. 
fire... “They were. swept away: like leaves: dn. an sutarin, 
wind.’ mk 
The. right: ‘attacking party. was more ° > fortunate: arid: » 

sticceeded in .entéring the enemy’s line opposite’ 6 KS 2h 
driving him’ back over four hundred yards. - This ‘trench: * 
Was ‘consolidated: and held Against several counter, attacks” ot 
aos during the hea ok ‘5 

were ‘ ‘blown away, “Huge gaps were tom j in the, parapet 
along’ its whole’ length. Wisdom indicated: the abandon-’.”- 
meént. of -a’ ‘portion ‘of this shelhgashed g sector. t whieh eotild di 
fo longer offer'cover. *' ans 

; The men ‘of. the 10th. Bai 

iho her r. barricade. was’ built, across S whats remained ‘t "to aa 
the® captured ling, Then tivo. companies: of German 

infantry. attempted ‘ ‘to: rush ‘the. position ;- “but this” attack 
“smashed by artillery “and machine gun’. “fire.” eas 

When darknéss a again, fell the 2nd ‘Brigade. was relieved. . 
‘these’,ac tions against 40K5 the battalion, suffered 
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ranks. . 
.. , » The battalion went into. billets at i La Hamil: Here at 
coe ranks. were issued with-protecting devices against gas—. 
... hose and mouth-protectors of crude. gauze—and had the 

“". - pleasure of welcoming Major: ‘Ormond, who- returned ; to. 
a duty recovered from his wounds. _ 

_-On the last.’day, of May the battalion ‘moved: ‘to 
“Givenchy and took over the trenches facing La Bassée,  * 

south of the -Canal, on.June 2nd. The British legions ~~ 
were once more gathering to strike at. the approaches’ to 
‘Lille from-a: different angle. The roar‘of the guns grew in -*- 
“violence daily as new batteries were brought into position, : 
adding their yoices to the chorus. “Master’tinds. were, 
_, Setting the stage for yet another drama—Givenchy.- 

While the. 10th Battalion were oceupying the canal. 
, trenches, Lt.-Col. ‘J. G. ‘Rattray. arrived - from, England 
and. took command., ‘His’ atrival was fortunately: timed. 
=the. lull before’ the. storm—and he was able to form his 
‘first opinions and impressions under actual battle’ con- 
_, ditions, shorn of much of the usual’ confusing excitenient,., 

-. During the battlé of Givenchy, the 10th Battalion. éceu- 
“pied Arenches. to the. left of ‘the’battle ‘area, and did. not.’ 

‘ attack." "They -had merely: to:stipport the Ist.Canadian, 
Infantry Brigade units. with sustained rifle’ ant. machine 

“-' gum, fire,: while’ the latter attempted to..carry ‘some. vé 
woe Pmportant, and. a. strongly fortified Positions stiecessfully, 

“FORMATION oF THE Corrs: 

Se “With. ‘the. “arrival - ‘of “the “ond.” Canadian’ ‘Division mel 
ane Erance-early 4 in September, came into being the Canadian’ 

‘Corps... Henceforward, the Canadians‘ would ‘be: an ‘army: 
to ‘themselves—a. complete organisation . directly under: 
the: orders. of the. Commander-in-Chief: ,’ 

ae The: coming: of. this 2nd: Division | ‘riecassi ted many’ 
feadjustments of position, ‘eng: finally ‘the, Canadians. took’ 
over the line -from- south.” of: 
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‘This frovtage™ was- really, excessive’ for two divisions. to. ; 
-maintain. “Had the:Germans attempted a drivé in force — 
“at this. time, . the ‘position would. have’ been alarming. - 
“¥é was mid-October, and to the southward English and 

Germans ‘were once more locked in death. grips,.at Loos. - : 
~ ‘Already rumours of victory were reaching the. ‘Canadians, x 
‘who were. called upon to worry the enemy. by feint at-- 
tacks, and’ so Keep. hip. from sending reinforcements to.” Le 
“his. ‘swaying divisions. fe Loh 
~The 10th Battalion“made a demonstration on ‘October™ : 

2 18th; ‘and succeeded in giving the Germans the impression. -'* 
’ that an attack was imminent. .The weakness of the Ger. ny 

: anan reply to the .Canadians’ artillery and machine’. 
- fire, disclosed the fact that his line: was as thinly ‘held as ° 

2 Phe? wet. ‘weather had come, ‘aid “with it- the ‘bwin’ 
-“amineries of winter in Flanders—water-logged ‘trenches: and”. 
¢bitterly cold winds. The River Douve, which crossed the ~ 
trench lines overflowed its. banks frequently, and to the 
‘men splashing day. and night in the waist-deep water, the’; 

‘ Six'day. trench “tours” seemed like an eternity. However, . aa 
‘on November 25th, the 10th Battalion were relféved-and _ 
‘transferred to Bailleul ‘for training and. reorganisation— * 7 
“training: that. was: even ‘kindly regarded by. the men _ 
haunted, by dreams of the River Douve, - 
“The t6th Battalion spent, Christinas Day, 1915, 1 in bil: 

‘lets which dawned with day came skies, over with unshed - 

edger ‘the: sweep of: war. --The. mist laden’ air, ‘throbbed 
with the, sullen. rumblings of the. never-resting gong. A, 
“great sorrow. seemed .to, ‘brood over the land. 
7. Phe 10th ‘Battalion, tried Hard ‘to -make’ ‘the ‘day: cheer~ 1 

fal. “There ‘were pluim ‘puddings, fruit ahd‘ cigars to add: 
‘avour to.the mid-day meal, and singing. and . ‘general * 
ollification until dark.’ - Then the men detailed for work-.” : 
ing ‘parties assembled‘:on the muddy toads: outside the 
sheertul billets and marched-off into “tne muy night: to. 
abour iti the ‘trenches. until dawn. ae a 
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‘During the “best 7 period at “Bulford Camp in the 
first week of 1516, the 10th Battalion rehearsed’ over’ 
practise trenches for a contemplated raid-on thé German . 
lines. These raids, which origiriated with the Canadians, ~ 

“had become an established phase of trench. warfare. - 
‘| They were not~merely spasmodic efforts to punish: the. 

enemy. They had a‘threefold purpose—to secure identi-.: 
‘fication: of enetny units, to test the strength of his de- 
fences and worry him, and, most important of ‘all, to - 
break thé monotony and soul-numbing misery of. trench. 
fighting. ° 

- Unfavourable- weather. held up the’ ‘oth Battalion’s © 
’ plans until, the night of February 4/5th._ - Briefly, the.”- 

- objects of the raid were : to-smash up an enemy’ strong ~- 
int, putting its machine guns -out-of-action;, capture ~ 

prisoners for id ntificaion purposes, and - by the’ infliction, : 
of heavy ¢ easu: emai 1 to - “demoralise( his. garrisons.’ oP it 

6.80" a.m0,,and the’ last ‘strand: of German wire fell part. 
om the cutters at 2.80 p.m.—eight. hours of the most. 

‘atigaing, persistent and dangerous toil. a 
‘The raiders -in three groups made their way’ ely 

“through the gap only-to find that.2 large German work--~ 
ing party, protected by a .strong covering. patrol,» shad’: 
commenced. ‘repairing-the’ ‘parapets. - Surprise was-.ini- 

“Possible.” * ‘The ‘decision af’ a- whispered council was that 
” the raiders should wait ten minutes, and if then the work- 
«dng party had not. ‘dispersed, they: would . Tuph’ them to ; 
GE ‘and capture as many. as possible... 

; ‘The rain had ceased ‘and dayn “was. ‘approaching:-; 

: The Juck ofthe 10th Battalion failed them. A-strong 

of “locked i ina ‘fierce « death 

German’ ‘patrol. “returning © to" their trenches “bhindered 
‘§nto’ the raiders ‘almost | sbefore - they.’ were. aware of. it, 
, The ‘raiders sprang’ “upon ‘them ard the ‘groups: became 

repple. ; Mew Killed | as. best: th 
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might’ in the impenetrable “ gloom. Bombs, bayonets . 
-and knob-kerries Were used as the swaying bodies per--... 

; "mitted, “and the {straggling | men rolled in thé barbed) ~ - 
ol Wire clutching aty each other’s throats, reverting to the 

primal, instinct to kill with the‘ hands, neither giving ° 
or expecting’ quarter. ~ 
- (Phe nervous ‘Germans manning the front line joined 
‘in the melee, firing into and bombing friend and foe in 
--discriminately. The’ Hun patrol was put out of action . 
..to a.mam, and then’ before retiring, the raiders bombed rae 
: the front line liberally and-with precision. © i 
_-; -It.was estimated that at Jeast fifty Germans had been -— 
~ accounted for—-their patrol had been wiped out, their —; ¢ 
heavily manned front line be and later swept,ac- -:. 

: eurately. with high ae oledive bethe Canadian artillery, « 
which covered thé raiders’ retirement~with curtains of a 
fire.. ‘The 10th’s losses were; 4 killed and 15- ‘wounded, : 
including one officer. j. a 
- The fame of the Canadian. raiders was "growing apace ; ee 
the French Army was anxious to study their. methods. 

. Lieutenant Dallenes, : 26th Battalion, Chasseurs au Pied: 
‘was detailed to femain with 10th Battalion for instruc © 
‘Honal purposes... |” /, me, - 

. The new, Army ‘of. ‘Canada was teaching the. old armies oe 
of Europé war, Tnodernized to the last minute. ; an 
Varying fortunes favoured the 10th Battalion: through-: 

out the months of March, April and May, during which 
~ they ‘occupied the ‘erenches at Hill 60, and established . 
_ ¢omplete ‘ascendancy over the enemy patrols, which a 
“were pinned - to the trenches by. the relentless aggressive- Bk 

_-megs of thé Canadians, -—- ar 
:; Brilliant‘sunshine and , cloudless skies ushered in the 4 

“month .of June—a most fateful month for. the Canadians, at 
bringing as it. did, a a serious reverse more costly i in casual - 

«ties: than 2 Xpres, | oe yen . ; 

“SANCTUARY ‘Woob. ie rr 
le was - 5 about: 10. a.Tiy, ‘on. June @nd- when: ‘the. ‘German’. 

preliminary” bombardment . of . the - Canadian. ‘Position: 
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burst with’ the suddenness of a summer. ‘thunderstorat 
... A terrific drumfire of mixed shrapnel-and high explosiv 

_ + swept over Hill 60, Mont Sorrel and Observatory : ‘Wood. 
*_. —the right apex ‘of the Salient—isolating © the: sector: 

_ absolutely. - Warfare had never witnessed such~a- stu+ 
pendous concentration of- gunfire. - Storms of explosives 

--Tolled over the Canadian front’ cand support lines “wit! 
- . hurricane force ‘and more than.a hurricane destructive 
a ness, wrecking Position , after position: with ghastly thor 
"'. oughness. 
v2 “At 1 p.m.-the German infantry emerged - from / i their: 

"trenches ‘and trotted over the scarred, shell-tossed ‘earth 
’: | where, ‘three hours -previously” had been well-built 
in ‘trenches manned by the, bést™ ‘blood: of ‘Canada. -They , 
""" wdet with no resistance. . : 

The 10th Battalion, in ‘the Brigade Reserve’ “When: the- 
|,torm ‘broke was’ at oncé ordered up to- Mont - Sorrel , 
‘support lines in Armagh Wood, ta. assist. the. th ‘Bat- 
 talion; which was about to counter attack,” After: 
- hard day’s fighting ‘under ‘frightful shell - fire the, 10t 
“: Battalion’ was pulled out;..but were back: again’in’ the 
'” Hill 60 treriches on June 6th. This part of the line w 
: “very badly smashed up and offered practically 2 no protee. 

. tion" to the ‘defenders,.”: The:, work -of-.improving> the ' 
“treniches’ had to’ be: carried out under. extremely ‘heavy . 
. ‘fire,. and casualties. were severe. -.:’‘The 10th Battalion’ 
had to suffer without. being- given ‘the longed-for: chant 
cs “come” ‘to. grips with the enemy. .;- . . 
‘A detertained; . not-to-be-denied,\, countercthiust: WH 

“Jaunehed by the Canadians’ on. ‘the | night. of June ABth-- 
“Lath, ~which “completely ‘restored . thé. -Mont~ Sorrel: : 

“Observatory: Ridge. position, “inflicting ‘heavy: casualties: 
: upon the enemy and resulting-in the-cap ot Some: -hun. : 
“dred ‘prisoners, ..., The 10th -Battalio Felieved; ‘the: 16t 
a Battalion | immediately. following. the--adVance‘ and: stic 
“. epeded “in *co fing’ the’ ‘position ' in ‘the. face of: the: 
 most-detérmined opposition. eae : ~ 
ath hie “Battalion” made - the: average. “number ‘of! “trene 



THE: STORY: oF THE: ona ‘BATTALION: 25-- = 

the: “Somme, which took’ place on August 23th, 1916... 
-:.On ‘Sepember 10th, the ‘10th ‘Battalion, rested, some: a 

_ what after the: long and: tiresome ‘journey from Flandérs,: ” 
took.‘over' the trenches opposite Moquet Farm~of evil °- 
memory: _ ‘The. Germans, seemingly aware of the change ~ 

‘Of ‘garrisons, -at-.once began to- harass the neweomers— 
to -test-their mettle and - establish their identity. - Five... ~ 
imes: during the night they tried to rush the 10th Bat- | 

talion,, but these seasoned. fighters, watchful of every a 
cmove, broke. eir formations quickly: and completely: 8 

~ 

THE 4 tor BATTALION ¢ ar DHE § SOMME. 

“Following the. sticcosstul. action ‘at “Couurcelettelon. Sep-" a8 
tember.’15th-1¢th, when-the 2nd Canadian ‘Division ~*_ 
mashed. through + the/German lines, capturing the village «* 

and: several thousands ‘of. prisoners, the -L0th “Battalion ~.. - 
yas warned to prepare for action. . The gains-were to be. .... 

‘extended ‘The-“* Zollern Redoubt,’ “£ Stuff Redoubt,”? '- 
-and -the -** Hessian ”? trench system; protecting the. Gers, 
man “positions from the left ‘of ‘Courcelette,. almost to. j= 
Thiépval—considered ‘by ‘the eneniy tobe almost im- —- 
iregnable—had -been ‘marked out for attack'and capture. ©“. 
The task’ was. entrusted to the! Ind Brigade, 5th, 8th~?_” 

“and: -10th Battalions, the Jattér: supporting the vattack |" 
“with. two‘ companies’ on each flank. The-advance- res 2 
tinted. to coincide with’ the final. British assault ag: 
“Thiepval, and took’ place in the last days of September. « 
‘After. several.-hours* intensive . bombardment : of the | 
nerhy’s position, ‘the. attacking Battalions i in: four waves |. 
eff the: pimping off ’* trench ‘under cover of a heavy ~ 
brapneél ‘barrage. , “They’. weré met by. withering. blasts’ . 
imachine | “gun: ‘fire,. which’ ‘seemed : to - ‘come, vfrom.. al a 

amet oy 

"alle owing “to ea wavered 2 state-of the ground, ipa 
&,. “Although % the: if Li h 



groups with” mnachine guns fought. ‘until the. Canadiatis. 
- -“- ‘were on top of them, and desperate hand: to hand - fight 
:”, ing- ensued. Parties of- ‘the. 10th Battalion remained.in 

“ the trench to ‘mop up,”’ and. many prisoners were: ‘gath 
ered in. - German. dead; mangled. by high explosive;, days: 

’. in heaps. ~ ’ 
‘With hardly a pause, ‘the attacking - waves “surged” ‘tox 

“wards. the .‘*-Hessian.”” trench, a ghastly shambles:’o 
-dead and maimed, pitted and. smashed by shell fire—sav 

_‘the deep dug-outs which bid many Huns. . Five minute: 
- "” ‘with bayonet and bomb completed. its capture. 
“': " Red. flares from the. German supports notified. “their 

“ artillery - of the Canadian advance, and. their guns 
‘drenched -the position | ~with high-explosive. | But th - 
| Canadians * had ~ come . to stay ;~ old -scores: were ‘being. S 

° _ evened up. > eae ne 
Small groups ot. the “roth: sth ‘and “ath, “survivors‘of: a 

_ _ three: full battalions, worked feverishly: to * patch up the... 
‘s ruined - defences, anticipating the “inevitable counter. : 
attack. It came, masked by an artillery barrage, ‘and ‘ 
- the concentrated fire of numerous machine/guns enfilad- 
-..ing from: the.“ Zollem ”’ ‘arid ‘Stuff Redpubts.” .. The™ 
= “« Hessian °’ trench: was again in Genmfn hands—but:. 
oo -only for a few moments. “Advancing’ ‘through -a. perfect. 

- « hel 6f fire, ‘the 7th Battalion fell upon the ‘enemy ‘and 
annihilated. his storming party. Mi Hessian ? ” "trench was 
then consolidated -and held, . 

On’ the moming of. September 2sth,. “the: 10th Bat 
~ talion was relieved. Its- trophies “were : -Prisoners, \six 

Ps jofiiers,: 116 ‘ather ‘tanks, four. machine’ guns, a large : 
. «quantity of: bombs, “ammunition, tifles, and _cquipment. 

‘Its losses were-: “Ten” “offivers.and 820°N.C.0,’s and:men: 
"After two’ more “‘ tours *? of trench duty the'doth | ‘Bat= 

tation’ ‘moved to: Montrelet: forrest. and“ re-ofganisation; 
cand on. October: 2nd‘hégan- the: march: tothe Lens-Vimy- 

2, Sector. - ~Carency: sind the ‘Souchez’ area: “was; reached ‘on 
: “November. ‘2nd; and” the’ battalion . _ 
ctrenches two. days ‘Tater, oii: " 

“The: month.of December: Passed 3 without: Hotchonity 

wee 



nd. he: oth: Battalion Was. ; fortunate ‘enone to": 
Corps. -Reserve.-when Christmds..Day: came around. 

‘A> Teal’ Christmas dinner. was provided for-: 
"this décasion,. the officers ‘sittmg down with ‘the:- 

en..and.- taking" ‘part ‘iy the rollicking. smoking: con 
which’ followed” in- a “¥.M.C.A. “hut. - 
Fhe“ last “week of?.1916 was ‘spent in "Corps. ‘Reserve 

and: -re-organising- grenade and machine gun ee. 
: Few men. of the | we Old“Tenth 2 which tame™ to: 

1:the > 

a < clorions ‘of, these who came: after; imbued ‘ag’ ths 
ere by. sublime Sf esprit, ‘de’ ‘corps.”? -.s-- a 
During the greater part of J anuary: the. 10th Battalion © 2 

rps’ Reserve. were ‘rehearsed in: attack. according -to’ - 
g NeW ‘system. ‘adopted throughout ‘the: British Any - 

met -were familiarised withthe Gernian trench sys-~ 
rmeans of. taped ‘Fepresentations worked ‘out from oe 
‘ hotographs 15 ‘© 

March. ite ‘Battalion thoved ints the “Labyrinthe: 
tor— plans ‘were: ‘thaturing for a great: attack on! ‘Viny_ 
nee ?The weather ‘had: -resiimed: its ns rack bat tes 

‘the: sehetne of’ pre- 
ir Tesoninaiasances and raided the ¢ enemy, lines-dur 

: dast:hours-of April: 8th.” “The “Operations: ‘took but 
ur; and Teadled I n ; 
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- Information ‘regarding ‘the évemny’ Ey “strength and” 
positions. was now adequate, and: ‘preparations : were. 

_.. . rapidly completed forthe assault: on Vimy- Ridge—one : 
-. of the, strongest bulwarks of the: German defences-on ~: 
- the Western front. < ‘This | Honour: was to, be. conferred : 
- upon. the Canadians: af : 

_ - ‘There was ‘really nothing new in- the. Canadian. systen. 
r of ‘attack beyond a perfect: ‘application ‘of the artille: 
.\. bafrage. Every movement. of ‘each’ attacking’ ‘unit Ww; 
2 to be covered. by protective. shell ‘curtains, ' timed to. -adé, 
_2 2. Wance in front of the troops with. mathematical precision:: 
-/* The rest was left. to the valour ofthe men, in- whom the: 

_ Higher Command" placed “absolute e.confidetice, ‘born, of. 
well-tried: experience: oy - 

_ THE ATTACK: 

a “Lieut, Col, D. M. Ormond * was now: wy commanding’ th 
30th” Battalion. They were to operate’on the left. flank’ 

fof ‘the 2nd” Brigade, whose. objective was’ the’ Arras: 
Lens Railway, well over the Ridge itself.’ The: general: 

*-:advance! was. timed for -5.80 a.m., | April ‘pth. ~: “As: th 
~ dawn. began to streak the sky with. shafts of light,.a. sne 
“storm raged. over the battlefield, covering the ground 
.anthin mantle of .white.-.~“To’ the: ‘second ‘of time’ th 
. British. artillery-.barrage opened up, descending like? 
* wall -of -flame-riven smoke upon: the German front: ‘lin. 
, Crowning. the Ridge. “The thunder of-the guns was’ deaf- 

Ys ening, all-pervading, ‘and ‘the white’ of the speeding ‘shells: 
“merged “into- a “crescendo “of- ‘shrieking - ‘whistles. as:. 
‘guns, big” and little, settled: down. to their work.:-°< 
8.0.8, rockets’ hovered: in “showers «above. the enemy: 

Ties; a and: ete ‘answered ‘these. frantic: ie fo: 
D le 
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i ately. ‘the’ Signal was ‘given, “and “trudged “through: a 
“the, ‘niuddy- shell. eraters’ after the- barrage, stolidly: and oe 
imperturbably, - indifferent. to the bullets . which -sang |“ 
and -hummed through ‘the ‘ghell-smoke like hiving bees. 

-.Men ‘crumpled. up and fell into the water-filled craters ~-- 
Fight, and left, but the advance continued relentlessly, - ia 
“2 At 6.80 a.m. the first objective, the German front line; . “>... 
“was. reached. . “Gu eréws ‘still fought their weapons and < .". 

‘parties,  oystematically cleared the’ dug-outs, and scores 
‘of prisoners -were herded towards -the. Canadian, lines.::- = 
German dead in blood-spattered heaps blocked: the trench. 
WAYSe 
“"Phe.10th- Battalion with ‘only one -offider lett, ‘contintied 
e “advance ‘towards the enemy’s second line, encounter- 
g. the’ same form of_opposition—machine . guns and: 
lipers. : The Hun hed modified his method of warfaré. 

His infantry eould no longer be depended upon to: cross: 
bayonets with the “British... His: principal defence “now: 
consisted _ of: picked machine’ gun crews .and ' snipers, : 
eitherforced or sworn to fight to the last. “Many : were, 
fourid chained to’ their. guns. | 2) ys 
Shortly after 9.0: asm. the ‘soit! Battalion reached its 
second ‘and. final objective? “Messy: -work - with” “the - 
bayonet ‘and’ bomb. quickly stifled - the opposition; and: 
‘in:an. incredibly’ ‘Short time the sécond herd of erstwhile 
fighting - Bavariens -were . ranning- eagerly towards. the 
Balety ‘aad: hospitality of the Canadian lines. . They were 
unfeignedly glad to ‘be ‘out of it, ind required. no: escorts. 

sorting’ battalions; while the 10th Battalion settled. down. - 
to: consolidate'thé, captured positions... They liad: suffered” 

severely: and the men were- exhausted ‘from | the’ 
avy: “* going,” but they “turned’to. with’ will: proud. 

omledge thet they: had borne.a “good part in the 



: ae tet emt dectoyed postion he ax 
‘burie a thi the, foul Spoon’ "the: seat Pak he 



but. he: e luck: dealt: hardly. with the’ resting -men: 
ermai enraged: by: their. défeat, brought up heavy. 
-guns -mounted.on ‘railway: trucks, and on May: Ist: the systematic © 

ausitg many casualties... ~~ 3! wos 
ve. tb Vhs Lave Lens “Sector: in paid uly, ‘presagédl 

ar fighting. -The.10th Battalion took over trenchés 
Lens, north .of-.Cite. St. -Emile-Leng, .2 mining’ 
urmunded by. a ring-of tributary. villages: and: bul-. 

slag, each of which-had beeii fortified-to‘the last 
5 Was £6 ‘be’ ‘the. objective of a series, sof actions. 

8 ion; and..thé 2id pends was’ chosen 
oh the, assaulting ‘position: ‘on the’ right, ~ ~-The oth: ‘Bats. 

’ have: . ‘of “honour 2 w “ 

3 (aeagust’ 415th, after ‘adequate . pre 
idnaents had — “cleared: away ‘the tangles of; wire ‘and- 

ked'the defences,’ ‘the'L0th. Battalion: left. the “ jum 



* the’ ‘garrison “was ‘accounted for’ in. "very "who dnae the. ~.; 
‘Germans’ surrendering-with eager enthusiasm. | °- . 
.. This- should have ended ‘the day’s: fighting” ‘Yor :th 
10th Battalion, but some of ‘the, other units.of the Bri 

“gade, getting ‘into difficulties, required ‘help. - The: 1ot 
was hurried’. forward ‘ind assisted” them in. Carrying 

"Several. trench elements. : 

THE SLAUGHTER oF. THE « ALK pur ms. 

wel The ‘action: was continued on the ‘following. day; ‘the. 
_s., Sobjective being a heavily fortified position known ‘as the: 
“1 §© Chalk Pit,’? which occupied’ a. “commanding “rise - and 
~, ‘2 could. enfilade trenches either to-the right. or. eft “Th 

British, barrage opened upon this. position at 4.0. p.m: 
_and as the screen of shells fell: over and around ‘it’ the. 

ae ‘10th Battalion left the “ . jumping-off *’. place and: “com= 
~-menced. the two hundred ‘yards-trudgé across: the open:/ 

‘As ‘usual:the German machine guns. and snipers sought 
-to- bar the way with violent’ gusts-of rapid fire, whic 
»Yormed a- ‘veritable -lace-work’. of”. bullets, * which* 
’ would seem impossible for ‘any living. thing’ ‘to: brave’ 
Men dropped -rapidly, | and when* twenty-one ‘miniite 
> later the leading files swept ‘over ‘the lip of the *¢ «Chalk: 
-- Pit ?-and fell upon the cornered Germans, they were out= 

N  munibered. - -Nothing,: however;: could. stop: the. detérm. 
“jned_ ‘Canadians, ’ and © after, = series. of “th 
“‘perate: hand-to-Hand fights, in which bombs “and: sbayone 
“were uséd with , frightful: effect, the:: =ppsition’ Was. Won 
‘“Mopping™ up.”” parties.’ ‘clear’ 

di g-outs which. yiel ‘many: ‘prisonérs: anid - -. surprise 
‘ther: had beén mined:-and-.were- Ww pecked- 



advanced 88 as ~Sieasas against surprise. +4. Dari ‘the. ve “day. and’ evening several determined_counter-attacks were.  pushed- forward by.the Gérmans. . Their men advanced | in: dense ‘masses. only: to” be: sent reeling: ‘Back Shattered - 
by. rapid > “rifle and Lewis’ ‘gun. fire. 
The.10th Battalion was relieved on. ‘the moming “of: April: 18th, and returned to their: billets at Les | Brebis “ 

weary. and broken,’ having lost one officer and 42 men “ killéd, 10. officers and 249 men wounded, besides 56. miss- a ing: and 36 suffering’ from gas poisoning. .’.. . ‘Their: trophies. included 26. machine - guns, quantities» a of small: arms and. ammunition,: two bomb-throwers,. -and ao 225° prisonérs+?: we : Some: “days aftcrwards. the: "Battalio’,; ‘somewhist. Te- i : vered, ‘was marched to.Corps Reserve, for very. neces- . ary: ‘Te-organisation, and to receive the’ congratulations of - he; Army Commander, ‘proud of ‘their accomplishment. ~ They. had. aided. materially i in the capture of ‘one of the”. trongest.and most important ‘positions on“ the’ Western” nt,,and -had fought with Superb ‘courage and’ endur- filice against. heavy. odds.’ - a ~ “Throughout. October: ‘and. the’ early days ‘of Novemnbér m the™:10th . Battalion was_ ept> on the. move, and: inci- lentally : ‘Spent. “weeks in’ training, - ‘re-equipping - and’ re- Tganising.. -As a result when orders {fans for the 'trans- er of the- Ist. Division to the Pass 
vember’ ithe the . bai 

é tha: varked: ‘the: ‘British: advance: Passchendaele, ane ‘been. , described | by oppents, as : 8 of thé whole”. war: ~The «. & 
vi eas “Passchendaele Ridge. 
vast: postion, into opley to ‘transform 



; ing 

F bee guns covered, alt the bee chen from -behirid; belt 
_atter belt “of hed al “wire poesia ‘Marshes; ‘and cack 

Ww ‘ 

ee in‘tiany ne es His. teeilleny: had tSictend -every 
inch. of the slimy ‘wasté—ountess, gans directed: by-pe 
fect observation. « x 
-' Net on October 26 the Canadians,’ “Britis - sf 

- tralian. troops- with ‘unbelievable: daring atincbel aS 
_by~ sheer. ‘valour. and _unbeard - of: endurance - ‘drove:t 

2 moved- into. “supports: on “Noj ember. "Joth,: the’ Jenién 
as ‘were ‘holding * with grim. ‘eng pity: their” Jast. tins OF 

¢ fences on the. Ridge. a : 
: ig. ‘the. 

; renches’ facing ‘Veutire “Farm” and - Vindictive “Cro 
- Roads, -Were repofted to bein: difficulties, : SAY 
‘pany-of. the: ‘10th Battalion. were ordered | ‘forws x 
“port ’.them. °<" Passing’ through ‘heavy. ‘enemy-- barrage 
fire which punished them sevérely;-théy/reached the front. 
‘line. on ithe 8th Battalion’s. left flank.” ~- ‘Through’ sone: 
misunderstanding the 8th Battalion,’ believing, ha 
ad--comé; “moved out.?A most séfious. sityati 

‘sulted.’ Phe ‘commanding officer of: the: 10th: Battalio 
faced” the: situation - squarely,” readjusted : ‘his-ling int 
‘face ‘of. tremendous: “obstaéles, ‘and - became’ responsib, 
for ‘the ‘entire’ frontage reviously. eld: b: 
Sth Battalions, "-. Sere 
Here throtigh: the ctitical day of: November: 11th” 
oth Battalion: stick fins 16. thelr ‘task; “beat: off 8 

fo a 



7 “ ENVOI.?” ye 

. “Mititary “nécessity forbids ‘that 1 we “should accompany.” 
the 10th Battalion further along the roads to sacrifice, | 
which ‘they: have since so bravely trod..-We must now 
say’ “ Good. Juck !” to this gallant Battalion, trudging ~ 
‘$6 cheerfully “and with such’ ‘woriderful. faith‘ towards’ oa 
and. through the furnace of war.to. finial _Vietory., vo 


