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MEMOIRS of the Administrations of Sir
James Hexrny Craig, and Sik GrorGe

Prevosrt, in the Province of Lower-Canada
b 3

from the Autumn of 1807, until the Spring
of 1815; comprehending the military and
naval operalions in the Can.ap.4s, during the

™

late War with the United States of America.

CHAPTER L

WO years in which we meet with no remarkable oe-
8 currence had elapsed under the Administration of Mr.
Dunn, when Sin James Hexry Crare arriving at Que-
bee in the autumn of 1807, assumed the reins of Govern-
ment in the Canadas. The former in constant expectation
of a Governor from home, may have probably limited him-
gelf in the exercise of the government of the colony. and
his successor must therefore have found atfiirs in ?-‘.Jl“l ence
on his arrival,

The American Government at that time hegan to breathe
a ],u,-!i.'c _-iu]]“!{ [U\\':ll'l{“* (:I';'.‘tl-nl'l':lill.. fl.‘l. ail :‘I_]‘u an alye
peal was made to the loyalty of the People by his Predec e
gor, the Governor was averse to embedy the Militia, un-
til an emergency should at once demand and jusuiy the
measure. It does notappear that he mistrustesd, on the
contrary, he expressed on various occasions a conlidor ce in
the loyalty of the province, and the hereditarvy animesity of
the canadian to the american character, was a pled re oF
their "llt'i‘ll_\', which he however seemed willing to avoid
(from what motive it is not well understood) putting to the
test.

His first measure was to convoke the House of Asserally
i3 whicks
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which metat Quebec on the 20th January, 1808. Hera
a question was agitated, which, for the two prec_'edmg $e8.
sions having considerably engaged the _attention of the
House, excited the public feeling, and ultimately led to the
troubles which afterwards embittered his administration,

A Judge of the Court of King’s Bench for Quebec, had

for the present, as well as for some former parliaments, been
returned as representative for the County of Ql!eb@(', and a
doubt having been started of the eligibility of Judges for
seats in the Provincial Parliament, the House divided
in opinion. One party maintamed it to be incompatible
with the rank of a Judge, to canvass for votes in a county in
which he was in the daily habit of administering justice,
That many of the electors overawed with the apprehension of
incurring the displeasure of the Judge, who in his judicial
capacity might pervert the ends of Justice to gratify pers
sonal pique, could not be presumed to be free, and unine
fluenced by such a candidate. That in England the
Judges were ineligible to a seat in the House of Eommons,
and in fine, that the artifices and intrigues incidental to
popular elections, were unbecoming in a Judge and a mere
prostitution of the judicial dignity. These and similar ar-
guments were industriously propagated, and gained ground
rapidly in the public opinion. The Opposite party cone
tended that no such disqualification existed in virtue of the
eonstitutional act * by which alone the Colonial Legislature
was to be guided, and that to create such, would be an in-
trenchment upon the rights and privileges of the Imperial
Parliament of Great-Britain, which, it would not fail to re-
sent. Thatit would be absurd as well as dangerous to admit
the right in a constituted body, to amend or modify in
the smallest degree the act of the constituting power, upon
which the very existence of the former th-pendo(l, and there-
fore, that the Provincial Legislature was incompetent to
disqualify any description of His Majesty’s subjects from
being eligible to a seat in the House of Assembly. The
former opinion prevailed in the Lower House, but was dise
countenanced in, the Legislative Council.

Another question somewhat similar to this was agitated
during the present Session. A Jew of reputable charac-
ter having been elected and returned for the Town of

Three«

* The Act of the British Parliament 31, Geo,

8, chap, 3 hi
the Cavadas theirpresent Constitution. » €hap, 31, which gaye 1
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Three-Rivers, it was contended that his religious persua-
sion created av inability to sit and vote as a member of the
House of Assembly. The leading members exerted them-
selves in support of the competence of the House to exclude
him by resolution, or at least of the undeniable right of the
Legislature to supply by enactment, such provisions in
matters affecting l{ll'll' priveleges as might have been impros
vidently omitted in the constitutional act. After some
animated debate, rather relating to the mode of expelling
or disqualifying the Member for Three-Rivers, than to the
propriety of the measure, the party for expelling him by
resolution prevailed, and it was resolved * that being of
& the _ip\‘.}_-,h ]wr-&n;:\luu he L".)lllli not take a seat, II()I; Hi[,
% nor vote in the House of Assembly.” The House grant-
ed a sum for repairing the ancient Castle of’ St. Lewis (the
residence of the Governor) and the business of the Session
being brought to a close, the Governor with some encomi-
ums on the diligence and liberality of the Assembly, pro-
rogued the Session, which terminated the fourth Provincial
Parliament,

Unhappily for the tranquillity of this administration a
party spinit had gained ground, and was trritated by the o-
dious and reiterated reflections of an eminent journalist in
the metropolis of the colony, upon thie manners and cus-
toms of the canadian pupulmiuu. as well as upon their re-
ligious and political opimons. His sentiments in the minds
of those who were, or rather, who conceived themselves
essentially injured by them, were considered as of a party
Anti-Canadian, nay, even of the Government itself. A few
individuals indignant at the affront, incurred the expence of
procuring a press, W ith a view of counteracting the influence
which the labours of the Editor might produce, to the po-
litical detriment of the Province. From this Press a week-
ly paper called L Canadien issued m the french language,
which soon acquired popularity with the denomination of’
an opposition paper. A newspaper strife far from harmo-
nising partics, by-reciprocally enquiring into the causes of
their nisunderstimding, inflamed the growing evil, and the
odious sense applied to the terms Conadien and Anti-Cana-
dicn, Choyen and Democral, distinctive of parties, gave
uneasiness to all who earnestly cultivated a good under-
standing with their fellow citizens. From the novel and hard
spirit of this pul:hr;ninn, many who were connected with
the administration of the Colonial Government, or depen-

B2 dant
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dant uponit, affected to suspect a conspiracy on foot, and
thit secret funds were furnished from uhr‘s:fd for lhlo P
pose of alienating the minds of the peaple h'n"u their a_‘.]ev
sianee. and to vevolutionize the Province. Some ancient
;m_l respectable citizens known to have contributed towards
the 1)!1.1‘!|:n~.- of ‘the press, were dismissed from their rank
in the sedentary militin: among them Mr. Panet. the
Speaker of the House of \ssembly, a gentleman of the
most unimpeachable ‘integrity. 'l'h|.~:|_<.u'u.~‘u|'v n‘.tlmnghpf
little imporiance in itself, created from its harshness; an ins
terest in the public, which strengthened the party a!rmdy
formed in u]»imniliun to the measures of the administration

In June, the elections for the ensuing Parliament took
place, and were conducted in most counties with unani.
mity.  The late Speaker presented himself for the Up-
per Town of Quebec, but the resident Military, and de-
pendants on the several M ilitary Departments in Quebec, en-
titled to vote, influenced by the example of their chiefs,
turned the scale against him. He was however elected in
the mean time for another County.

Material improvements to the fortifications of Quebec
were commenced this summer: and the foundations of four
towers extending across the commanding ground in front of
the walls, west of the city were laid. The extraordinary state
of aflairs in Europe, combined with the American Embar-
go, turned an unusual tide of commerce into the Cﬂnadas,
and their resources and utility to the mother country were
exemplified, far beyond the expectations of the most sans
guine and intelligent speculator,

On the 10th of April the House of Assembly met pur
suant to the Governor's Proclamation, and the people were
on the tiptoe of anxiety, a report having gone abroad
that His Excellency would not concur with the House,
should their choice be in favor of the Speaker of the late
House of Assembly, whom he had some time before dis-
missed from the Militia. This gentleman was however al-
most unanimously chosen Speaker, and the Governor ap-
proved of his election.

In his speech at the opening of Parliament, the Gover-
nor d!*st'ar.tc-:i upon the unfivorable posture of aftairs with
America 3 the revolution m Spain; and the Zeneroys assis-

Lance




Sir - James Henry Crate. o

"0 ganece afforded that country by Great Britain: the emigra- Ciiaw,
P tion of the l\'t.-ll F amily of |’mnls":l to the new world: the 1.
Ir victory of the British at Vimiera, h\ which Portugal had N
1 heen resi ;w! from l‘n- French : and concluded by caution- isuY,
" ing the members of the legislature against jealousies amon x
1% ghemselves, or. of the government, “which could have no
%1 _other :-ﬁn tin view than the general welfare, I regret
0l gentlemen” :-\.'iu be **that 1 have been compelled by cir-
L3

cumstances, to call you together at a season of the year
i which Lam wellaware, must be highly inconvenient to many
% % of you s this cons vh..n:umi\whm) stron rl\, upon my i ind
mE % that not se g any  particular Un_ju?_ of lnmi:L Seivive
“ that indispensibly required your immediate atiention, [

ti «** had it in contemplation t your meeting till a perod

ag ¢ of less pre judicial consequence to your pumu' ACCOMIMu-
¢ dation, but. on referring to the Act of the British Parlia-

! “ ment on which the ('u!h:lnu.nn of this Province is tounl-
“ed, I felt reason of hesitation, at least as to the grounds
€«

I ¢ on whichl suppossed myse {'able todoso; I have therefore

% been induced to vely on your cheerful acq:iescence in
“ the inconvenience under which you may labour, rather
£ than give rise to a possible donbt as to my mtention of
B “Cinfringing on a right so, valuable to you as that of your
or *“annual Assembly. And this 1 have done under the cir-
% comstance of bei ing ]nulutil-d from giving quite that no-
w ¥ tice which has heen in some degree sanctioned by custom,
b L Hi’l(l \\lll[h ¢|.ll||n. not called tor 1\ any ¢ Xpress 5
4  * nevertheless, a precaution for u.u preservation of that
[ 14

guarding a-

mutual confidence wh I h 18 so deswrable, by
) ¢ gainst the possibility of any suspicion, as to the intention
or circumstances under which you may be assembled.”

The House, afier an address in answer to His Excellen-

N cy's Speech into \\!.' i 1t was endeavoured o introduce
# an mdirect reproof for the hints which had lallen from him,
resumed with warmth, the Wu».snn coucernmy the “ aze

and the Jew.* The more determined members were lor éx-
]hhm'- them by resolution, but a motion for the expulsion

of the. |uuvr-'m this mode, was negatived by a consideranie
majority, part of whom. though disposed lml:--_llmul_\ Juuges
from being eligible to aseat i the HNouse, wereayerse 10
the means proposed, insisting that nothing less than an
Act of the Legislature could operate such a disqualifica-
tion. Others stongly urged that the Elecwors weie,
and of right ought to be, the sole constitutional Judgos of

Lue
#* These Gentlemen had been re-vlected at the late Elections.
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the competence of their delegate, and that his expiﬂsioqmi
der ainy 1oiw, would amount to a gross violation of the
most sacred rights of the people, and be an act‘ut arbitrary
power incompatible with the freedom of the Consutution,
Llus eftort having failed, a committee was appmnte'd to
enquire into, and report to the House, the inconvenience
resulting tfrom the election of Judges to sit in the House
of Assembly, and in the mean tme, a disquaiifying bill
was miroduced and read for the first time. The enquiry
was carried on with perseverance, and proved rather to the
disadvaniage of the individual concerned, for which reason
we refrain from any reflections on the subject. The exclus
Blon of the Jew was more closely prosecuted. The House
renewed the resolution which haltl been taken against his
®duiitiance to sit and vote in the last session ol the pres
ceding Parilament, and a Bill 1o disqualify Jews from being
eligibie to a seat in the tlouse of Asseinoly was introduced,
and underwent two readings. The lapse of five weeks ig
tie prosecuuion of these measures exhausted the patience of
the Governor, whose mihtary education and habits, roay
On this oceasion have influenced his better judgment. I'lig
spurited perseverance ot a deliberative body in a favorite
measure, appeared to him like the refractory spirit of a body
©of soldiers, which he seemed determined to crush.

On the 15th of May, Le went down in state from the
Castle to the Legislative Council, where having summoned
into his presence, the House of Assembly, and after giving
the Royal Assent to such Bills as were reacdy, (five in nume
ber) he informed them of his intention of dissolving the
present Parliament, and of recurring to the sense of the
people. < When I met you, (said he,) at the commencement
* oi the present Session, I had no reason to doubt your
““ moderation or your prudence, and I therefore willingly
¢ relied upon both: under the guidance of these principles
€ 1 expected from you a manly sacrifice of'all personal anis
¢ mosiues, and individual dissatisfaction, a watchful solieis
¢ tude for the concerns of’ your country, and a steady per-
¢ severance in the executing of your public duty, with zeal
“and dispatch. I looked for earnest endeavours to pro-
“ mote the general harmony of the provinee, and a careful
abstinence from whatsoever might have a tendency to
disturb it for due and therefore indispensible attention
to the other branches of the legislature, and for rompt
end cheerful co-operation and assistance in whatever

“ might

-~

~
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# might conduce to the happiness and welfare of the Co-
“lony.  All this I had a right to expect, because such was
# your constitutional duty ; because such a conduct wounld
# have been a lasting testimony, as it was the only one
* sought for by His Majesty’s government, of that loyalty
% and affection which you have so warmly professed, and
# which I believe you to possess; and because it was pars
¥ ticularly call’d for by thecritical conjuncture of the times,
% and especially by the precavious situation in which we
# then stood with respeci to the American States. | am
¥ sorry to add, that I have been disappointed in all these

# expectations, and in every bope on which I relied.

 You have wasted (continued he) in fruitless debates,
® excited by private and personal animosity, or by frivolons
¥ contests upon trivial matters of form, that time and
% those talents, to which within your walls, the public have
% an exclusive title. Thisabuse of your functions you have
* preferred to the high and important duties which you owe
¥ to your Sovereign and to your constituents, and you have
# thereby been forced to neglect the consideration of mate
% ters of moment and necessity which were befbre you,
& while you have at the same time virtually prevented the
#introduction of such others as may have been in cone
“ templation. If any proof of this misuse of your time were
¢ necessary, L have just presented it inhaving been called
 on after a session of five weeks, to exercise his Majesry's
¥ prerogative of assent, to only the same number of bills,
& three of which were the mere renewal of acts to which
¥ you stood pledged, and which required no discussion.
&« So much of intemperate heat has been manifested in all
'€ your proceedings, and you have shewn such a prolonged
“and disrespectful attention to matters submitted to vour
* consideration by the other branches of the Legislature,
% that whatever might be the moderation and forbearance
& exercised on their parts, a general good understanding is
¥ scarcely to be looked for without a new Assembly.”

¢ T shall not (he added,) particularly advertto other acts
¥ which appear to be unconstitutional infringements of the
¢ rights of the subject repugnant to the very letter of the
¢ statute of the Imperial Parliament, under which you hold
 your seats: and to have been matured by proceedings,
¥ which amount to a dereliction of the fivst principles of na-
£ tural justice,” He concluded this speech with Lis acknows
' ledgmenss
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ledgments'te the Legislative Council for the nnanimil
zeal, andunremitting attention, they had shewn in their pro=
ceedings.

ADPVINISTRATION OP

To a portion of the House of Assembly, he also express
sed his thanks, and trusted they wonld believe he did them
the justice of a proper discrimination in the sense !l(‘ eln-
tertained of their efforts, to avert that conduct of which I_m
had so much reason to coraplain. By this, gentlemen,” (said
ke, addressing himself to the minority who had purposely
assembled together on one side of the room) “ You have
¢ truly manifested your affection to His Mujesty’s governs
“ ment, and your just estimation of the real and permas
% nent interests of the Province.”

This hardy and decisive measure astonished the leading
snembers, who, at the utmost, anticipated no more than &
prorogation. A dissolution attended with such pointed
and almost personal censure, far exceeded their expectationy
and they returned to their constituents covered with the op=
probrium of having incurred the Gover nor’s displeasuve; @
matter of no little moment in the eyes of the multitude, a8
yet unaccustomed to the freedom of the constitution. The
E‘nnnn')‘ people who were at first disposed to think fivorably
of the recent measures of the Executive, gradually altered
their opinions, and were finally persuaded that the Houseof
Assembly had been dissolved for having espoused their s
terests, in opposition to the encroachments of the Crown.
The press was put into violent action, and the Canadien
teemed with able but sarcastic strictures on the Governor’
speech at the dissolution, and with strong animadyersions
upon the public measures. The preamble to the Bill of
Rights, in allusion to the Governor’s measures with respect
to the Assembly, was inserted as a mottoat the head of
that paper, which was industriously circulated tlroughout
the province. Among other reports. it was said, and at
length currently believed, that the Governor had been ins
fluenced and deceived by the intrigues of a favorite judge,
whom, having discovered the eraftiness and duplicity of LS
character, he now intended to discard, This belief mas
terially contributed to reinstate and confirm the credit of
the late members in the minds of the people.

In the middle of June, the Governor left Quebec on a
tour through the Province, attended with a numerous suite,
and
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and travelled in magnificent stvle.  Several of the citizens
of Three-Rivers, Montreal, Saint Johns, and William
Henry, successively received him with Addresses of applause
'd.l!d !h:!]l.kh‘. ﬁbl‘ tlll‘ illl(‘l'l)(l&i[.lt,)ll “1. llu’ l'u‘\';:l iu‘(‘r(l;_:;nnp in
dissolving the House of Assembly. These addresses being
mserted in the public prints, were criticised in the Canga
dicn with much asperity and abuse.®

In the month of October the elections for the ensuing
Parliament took place, and the reople having had ample
time to reflect upon affiirs, |'o-r-\n=ct(=d, contrary to the ex-
pectation of government, most of the late representatives ;
‘remm"ing some who were r-‘up]ms'rd to have been too pas-
sive, and substituting others of a less flexible temper in
their stead.

The House of Assembly et on the 20th January, pur-
suant to the Governor’s Proclamation. The Speaker of'the
last Assembly (Mr: Panet) being re-clected, was approved
of by the Governor, who in his speech to the legislature ad-
verted to the unfavorable disposition of America towards
Great-Britain.  He complimented them on the capture of
the Island of Martinique, and the battle of Talavera, which
had torn from the French that characterof invincibility they
imagined themselyes to have possessed in the opinion of the
world. He recommended a renewal of such acts as might
enable the executive government more v!]i't'll!.‘lHy to dis-
charge its duty, in guarding against dangers which could
scarcely be remedied by the common course of law. He
called their attention to the practice of ll_n--:_g‘mg foreign
bank bills, which, from the want of a remedy in the pre-
sent code of penal laws, had of late, grown to a very dan-
gerous extent, to the prejudice of the neighbouring States
of America; as well as to our own subjects.  With respect
to the question which had led to the dissolution of the pre-
ceding Assembly, he observed, ¢ that during the two
¢ last Sessions, the question of theexpediency of the exclu-
“sion of His Majesty’s Judges of the Comrt of King's
¢ Bench, from a seat in the House of Representatives had
““been much agitated ; that this question rested on the de-
% sire of precluding the possibility of the existence of a bias

\

44

on
¢ Among the arbitrary measures which characterize the times, the di mis-
sl of the Solicitor General, James Stwart, Esquire, from his Office, with-

out any other ostensible reason than his independent conduct
of the House of Assembly is not tlie least rema
ot by Stephen Sewell Esquire, an Advocate at A

as & Memher
He wassueceed
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% on the minds of persons exercising fanctions n- lhosh
¢ Courts, from their being under the necessity ot soliciting
¢ the votes of individuals, on whose persons or property,
¢ they might afierwards have to decide. Whatever (said
¢ he) might be my own opinion on the subject, 1 nevers
& theless hold the right of choice in the people, and
¢ that of being chosen by them in too high estimation (g
¢ have taken upon myself, had the question ever come
% before me, the responsibility of giving His Majesty’s assent
 to the putting limits to either, by the exclusion of any
¢ class of his subjects ; and they are rights, of which it is ims
¢ possible to suppose they could be deprived by any other
€ authority than that of the concurrence of the three bran-
 ches of the legislature. That the channel in which
¢ flows the current of public justice, should be pure and
¢ free from every, the slightest contamination is too essen=
¢ tial to the happiness of the people, no. to be interesting
¢ to a government which has solely that object in view,
¢ and 1t is little less necessary to that happiness, that theré
should not exist in the minds of the people a doubt on
¢ the subject. In this latter view, (he observed) I have
¢ thought that the early disposal of the question may be
¢ of utility, and therefore, in recommending the subject to
¢ your consideration, I have to add, that having received
¢ His Majesty's pleasure upon ity 1 shall feel myself ware
¢ ranted i giving his royal assent, to any proper bill for
¢ rendering His Majesty’s Judges of the Courts of King's
¢ Bench, i future, ineligible to a seat in the House of Ase
¢ sembly, in which the tweo houses may concur.”

LU

-

-~

-~

This speech, far from conciliating, tended to inflame the
Commons, who construed it into an avowal of precipitancy
and error in dissolving the last Parliament, and it was
surmised by many, that the Governor had incurred the dis-
pleasure of ministers by the exercise of the royal preroga-
tive in dissolving the late Assembly. This impression ems
boldened the members still indignant at the late dissolutiom
The first measure of the House was to pass a reselution :
¢ that every attempt of the executive government and of the
¢ other branches of the legislature against this House, whes
¢ ther in dictating or censuring its proceedings, or mn ap
* proving the conduct of one part of its members, and dis-
“approving the conduct of the others, is a violation of the
* statute by which this House is constituted: a breach of
“ the privileges of this House against which it canmot for-
¢ bear
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&bear objecting : and a dangerous attack upon the rights
& and liberties of His Majesty’s subjects’in this province.”
This resolution was aimed at the conclusion of the Govers
por's speech at the late dissolution,

The discussion of the civil list was taken up by the
House, and it was maintained that the province was now
capable of relieving the mother country of this burthen,
which the majority plausibly urged, would inevitably, at
no very remote period devolve upon the province with
accumulated weight. To anticipate the charge would
therefore prove & saving to the province, The minority afiects
ed 1o discover a deep design in the measure, and opposed it
with some warmth. The idea of levying additional revens=
ues to the amount of fifty thousand 1!:.»(111&&«“ it was reports
ed with a view of marring the measure) startled the country

sople. who, on the other hand, were mstructed that the
‘iun-v of Assembly having the provincial revenues at their
disposition, would, in the event, vetrench a number of pen=
sions, and by that means cousiderably diminish the publie
expence. A resolution was passed by the House, that the pro-
vince was able to supply funds for the payment of the civil
List, and loyal addresses were drawn up to the King, Lords
and Commons of Great Britain, In these, the House expres-
sed a =ense ot the many favours the culun_\' had t-xp_vrmncz-d
fromilie beneficence of the mothercountry, and of theloyalty
aud prosperity of the province, by which it was enabled to
take upon itseli’ the charge of the civil expenditure of the
governiment ; a step to which they had been particularly ins
fluenced by reason of the long and expensive war, wherein
Great-Britain had been, and still was engaged {or the come
mon protection of every branch of her extensive empirei
The House of Assembly presented these addresses to the
(Goyernor, requesting he would be pleased to lay them be-
fore his Majesty’'s numsters for the purpose of submitting
them to the King, Lords and Commons of’ Great-Britain.

In answer to their request the Governor ebserved, that
.thl‘ addresses were somewhat novel. and l'r-]llil‘t'ti retlec-
tion.. That the constitutional usage of Parliament recognis-
ed by the wisdom of the House of Commeons, of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, forbad all steps on the part of the people tos

wards gyanis ol money which were not recommended by

the crown, and although Ly the same alamentary usage
all grants do osgioete wer House ; yet, that they

2 wer

Caap.
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were ineffectual withoutthe concurrence of the Upper House®
that no precedent existed to his knowledae of adiresses o
the House of Lords, or House of Commons, separately by
a single branch of a colonial legislature : that for these reae
sons, he conceived the addresses to be |1npn'w:lvnled.‘lm-

erfect in form, and founded upon a resolution of the
huuse of Assembly, which, until sanctioned by the con=
currence of the Legislative Council, must be ineffectual 3
except as a spontaneous offer on the part of the ('un!lmmsiof
Canada. That he regretted he could not take upon himself'to
transmit these addresses to his Majesty’s ministers, impressed
as he was with a sense of his duty, and added that the minis-
ters were not the regular organ of communication with the.
House of Commons, unless by his Majesty’s command. He
concluded however, by informing them that onthe present oc-
occasion, he thoughtit right to transmit to the King this testi-
mony of the good disposition, gratitude and generous intenti-
ons of his subjects in the province of Lower Canada. He said
he thought it right also, that his Majesty by their own act,
should be liu'!u;ili}' apprised of the ability, and of the vo-
luntary pledge and promise, which the people of this pro=
vince by this address, had given to his N ajesty, to pay the
civil expenditure of the province when required so fo do.
For these reasons he engaged to transmit their address to
the King. He observed that their zeal for the welfare of
his Majesty’s government, deserved from him every mark
of acknowledgment, and he regretted that any circumstan-
ces should have compelled him to express himself on the
subject in a way that might carry with it, an appearance,
however little intended, of opposing any check to the mani=
festation of the sentiments under which he was persuads
ed they had been actuated,

The appointment of a colonial agent in England, had
been contemplated by the late House of Assembly. and
the subject was again taken into consideration in the pre-
gent session, but without efiect. The advantages propos-
ed by this measure, were, a regular and direct intercourse
between the House of Assembly and the Commons of
Gireat Britain, and a check upon the executive of the co-
lony. A bill 1o this intent was framed, but did not arrive
at maturity, The expedience of providing in future for the
paymient of the. members of the” House of

i Assembly dur-
g their avtendance ai the Sessions was a

Is0 discyssed, bug
LILLS
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¢his measure, which with certain modifications might have
been judicious, was however, successfully opposed.

In the mean time a bill for rendering Judges ineligible
to seats in the House of Assembly was (hll\\n up, .llzd
having passed below, was transmitted to the U pper House.
Fere the bill was amended by the introduction of a clause
postponing the P riod at which it should take effect, until
the expiration of the present Parliament, the Judge whom
we have alred ady had occasion o me nlldll, llnl\lll'l been re=-
turned as a member at the lateelections. The Hnnw 1=
dignant at the amendment, and resolved at all hazards to
expel the Judge be iu!v the amendment was disposed of]
passed a resolution * That P. A. De Bounne, being one of
the Judges of the (mu! of King’s Bench, cm:ltl not sit
nor vote in that House,” and dec .:1((i his seat vacant. This
measure brought things to a crisis and placed lin-(.'u-
vernor in a dilemma. To acquiesce with the House in this
mstance, would have been a relinquishment of the princi-

les which the Governor had hitherto maintained and pub-
ished at the opening of the session, at once inconsistent
with himself and with the dignity of his pest. On the
sther hand, asecond dissolution of the House, he was
sensible, must be attended with much public inconvenience
and engender discontent. He however determined on the
latter, and (on the 26th of February) went down to the
Council chamber with the nsnal solemnities, and sent a
messace to the House of Ass ‘nl\l\ reqn niring thelr imme-
diate attendance at the bar. The Members with the Speak-
er, in obedience to the message, procecded to the Council
chamber, where he mformed them, that hie had come down
for the purpose of proveguing the Parliament, and that
upon a mature consideration of the circumstances which
had taken place, he had determined agzin to refer to the
sense of the people by an immediate dissolution.

“ Whatever (said he) might be my personal wishes. or

¢ howeyer strong might be my desive that the ':.I.:'n‘r;r busie
% ness ghould sutler no interruption, I feel that on this oes
* easion, nothing is lefi to my discretion. [t Las been
“ rendered jmpossible {or e o act otherwise, than e
# way I am proposing.”

¢ The House of Assembly have taken upon themselves
£ withiour the partic pation of the other branches ol e

[ by .
Legn
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“ legislature, to pass a vote, that a Judge of His Mn“;eﬁ
: Court of King’s Bench cannot sit nor vote in  theip

Y~ ““ House.

“ However I might set aside the personal feelings which

¢ would not be unnatural in me, as to the mode in which
 this transaction has been conducted towards n_:)'aelf,
 there is another and infinitely higher consideration as
&

rises out of it, which I must not overlook.

“ It is impossible for me to consider what has beem
done in any other light, than as a direct violation of an
act of the Imperial Parliament: of that Parliament
which conferred on you the constitution to which yvou
proiess to owe your present prosperity : nor can I do o=
therwise than consider the House of Aszembly as havs
ing unconstitutionally disfranchised a large portion of lug
Majesty’s subjects, and rendered ineligible by an authos=
 rity which they do not possess, another not inconsiders
able class of the community.’

-
-

¢ Such an assumption I should at any rate feel myself
bound by every tie of duty to oppose :- but in conses
guence of the expulsion of the member for the county
uf Quebec, a vacancy in the representation of that county
 has been declared, and it would be necessary that a new
wiit should issue for the election of anothier members
that writwould be, to besigned by me. Gentlemen (said heg
with warmth and |-|1|]n'.ui~in) I cannoty dare not render
myself a partaker in the violation of an act of the fme
perial Parliament, and 1 know no other way by which i
can avoid l)v;:mning s0, but that which [ am pm‘:auing.“

# Whenwemet I folt much satisfaction in the COnscions=
ness of having taken such steps as [ thought most likely ta
facilitate, indeed I thonght would do away every |\.n€sible
abjection to a measure that seemed to be wished for, and
that in itsel{’ met my entive concurrence: but the only
¢ objection that can I'think exist in the mind of any reas
sonable man (o the eligibility of the Judges, arises from

€ the possible effect that may be produced by the necessity

G T St ey : s
it puts them under, of soliciting the votes of the elecs
tors. No 1 | grounded obijection can be ollered to
£ theirssittmer in the o viien they sare clected. “On
L i

the contrary,  their talents and supertor knowledge must

 rene
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i
£

rerider them highly useful, and were it not for other ¢on-
giderations highly desirable members. I cannot but ex-
& ceedingly lament, that a measure which I consider as bes
¢ peficial to the country should not have taken effcet,
¢ The people however in the disappointment of their ex-
$¢ pectations will do me the justice to.acquit me of eing
& the cause of it, as they must equally acquit ane ol bein
4 the cause that so little of the public business has been
¢ done.”’

-

-

-

On his entrance and departwye from the Council cham-
ber, the Governor was cheered by the populace, fiiendly
to his measures, with loud and repeated acclamations,
while the crest-fallen members and their friends retived
with silent indignation. The Governor’s military proiip-
tivnde, which they considered incivil affairs as versing upon
despotism, again overreached their expectations and “the
canadian public (a very great majority of the population)
universally expressed their resolution of re-electing the late
members, with injunctions to persevere in the same mea-
sures. So strongly were they preposessed of the opinion,
that the Governor, influenced by his favorite, only wished
2o screen him from the ignominy of an expulsion.

Upon a cool survey of the questions that led to the mis-
understanding between the Governor and the House of As-
sembly, we may at this late period be indulged in the as-
sertion, that the situation of the (Governor was critical and
trying 1n the extreme : and it is dificult to conceive, how
he could otherwise have consistently extricated himself
from the embarrassing dilemma, into which he had been
urged.

After the dissolution, studied addresses prepared by a-
gents of the administration, flowed in upon the Governor
from all quarters. The city and county of Quebec, the
gity of Montreal, the town of Three-Rivers, and the Bo-
rough of William Henry, and the counties of Warwick
and Orleans, were conspicuous on the occasion. The late
members assisted by theiwr friends, in the mean time, ex-
erted themselves diligently to secure their elections. Songs
adapted to the vulgar taste, and calculated to rouse the
public spirit were composed and circulated, the Cana-
dien teemed with harangues, addresses and observations
on the occurrences of the day, and the measures of the exe-

sutive;
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Crar. cutive;* while on'the other hand, the discovery of cabals and
I plans of insurrection and rebellion, were mysteriously whiss
N~ pered among the minions of the administration. At one moa
A810.  ment it was rumoured that the french minister in America
had supplied large sumsin gold, to promote the views of the
seditious in Canada ; at another, that the whole of his cor=
respondence had been intercepted by some confidential as
gents of our government. These reports, though utterly
groundless, and held in contempt by the adverse party as
the fabrications of intriguing sycophants, were nevers
theless, evidently intended to prepare the public mind for

some eventful crisis.

* Of the many anonymous productions published at the period, one ad~
dressed to the public in a flying sheet of the Canadien signed 1" Ami Sin<
eere, excited much attention, and created uneasiness in the mind of the Go=
vernor, who it seems made up his mind, from the moment of its appear<
ance to seige tho Canadien Press——See Appendix Letter A,

CHAP: |
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CHAPTER IT.
"; E approach a period in the annals of the colony, Cuap.

upont which, from the cor umn:-n of public p N
as to the measures by which it is charactesised, we enter o ~
with diffidence and respect. The storm that had been 1510.

gatlnnnrr for some time, was now ready to burst. The
elections were approaching, and the executive seemed de-
termined to strike a blow, that would crush all s ,nu- of
opposition in the people, and awe their leaders into si=
lence and submission.

On the 17th day of March, a party of soldiers headed
b_' a magistrate and two constables, ]\1.;(11‘(3{'4 to the (-
nadien Printing-Office in Quebee, under the sanction of
the executive, where having forcibly seized the press, and
the whole of the papers of every description found in 'le
house, they tn".\c‘\ml them from thence to the vaults
the Court-House. ‘he printer of the Canadien was ap-
prehended, and after examination before the cowr a
committed to prison. The guavds in the mean time were
strengthened, and patroles were sent in all directions
thum:rh the city, as if an immediate and aniversal insor
I('Cllnnnf the j‘w']\h‘ had been expected. The public st
at these appearances of unusual precaution, i
gilence and suspence ; while the dizcovery of plots,
and conspiracies, was confidently asserted: and
promulgation of some (lt' p laid conspiracy v
esnpec (mi The Montreal courier was detamed |
usual time, with a view, as it was pretended, D !
ing any report of the measnres d to, until the ex-
poclu\ discoveries were made. Three successive davs were
oecupied by the magistrates and crown officers in e xXamin-

g the old papers st d at the Canadien P r-{ =
fu‘. On the 19th of March, three canadian gentlemen
of distinction # \‘.”!r‘i!:'l.“_'i!b nded by a warm irned by

three Members of the Executive Council and ecast
... Tiallit Ve dittvior 5P RESAR 4
prison. Three others in the district of Montredl+ shayed

* Messieurs Bedard, Blavchet and Ta:chercan, members of the I

Honse of As.emh y i

t Messiens Latoree, (Notary Publie;) Papincauwof Chambly, and Corleil
of Isle Jeses,
D th
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the same fate, under the indefinite charge of being gltih’
of treasonable practices. These commitments were made
under an annnal act. intituled, “ An Act for the better pre-
¢ servation of his Majesty’s Government,” which, trom
the measures now related, fell into disrepute, and was not
renewed after the present administration. No informationof
any importance resulted from the search made among the
papers seized with the press, but the hasty imprisonment of
three reputable citizens, gave some colour to the tales of
mtended insurrection that were artfully circulated, andit
was generally understood, that government were in full
possession _of all the eircumstances of the supposed con-
spiracy. There is however to this day, no satistactory proof
before the public of the slightest plan to subvert the go-
vernment ; and the reader, in the absence of even the
lightest grounds to create such a presumption, as well a
from the vnlzlrgvnu‘muf‘lhv|n'i-unwrs withoutany trial, is lefi
to judoe, whether, theextraordinary and mysterious proceeds
ings resorted to on the occasion, were the result of well
grounded apprehension of public commotion, or merely 10
colour an act, which otherwise, cannot but be considered
as an exertion of power.

On the 21st of March, the Governor issned a proclamas
tion, unigue in its kind, and somewhat verging on romance,
In it he admonishes the canadian subjects to bewaig
of the arts (without furnishing any proof of their exiss
tence) employed by designing men, to mislead them. He
expatiates on the benevolence of the mother country to-
wards the colony, and on the paternal solicitude of his S¢-
vereign and himself, for the promotion of its welfare. He
descants upon the tales respecting himself, which he is ine
formed have been circulated with a view to influence and
deceivethepeople: and thus vehemently apostrophizes the sup-
posed authors of them, “ base and daring fabricators of

“ falsehood: on what partor act of my life do yvou found such
i ! )

assertions ? Canadians, ask of those to whom you forms
sily Iooked with attent; ; esneets ask t Is
erly looked with attention and respect: ask the heac
of your church who have opportunities of knowing me.
z n - s r =

“ These are men of honor and cnowledge ¢ These are men

¢ from whom you ought to seek for information and advice:
% the leaders of faction : the demagogues of a party, as
1 - .

sociate not with me: l]m}' cannot know me. *

The earnest spirit which flows through this production,
shews

% See-Appendix B.
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shews the determination with which he intended to per-
severe in his measures, as they were evidently the result of'a
conscientious conviction on Ais mind of their expedience
at this crisis.

Messengers were dispatched in all directions
thvonsiout the P

rovince to distribute copies of the pro=
ciamation: and the sound of insurrection and rebellion
Canada, went abroad. and was echoed round the world,
at a period which does not even afford the solitary in-
stunce of a trial, much less a conviction, of a single indi-
vidual in the colony, for treason orsedition. The C lergy were
sinmoned to support the administration on the present oc-
casion, and the proclamation; in obedience to the wish of
the execulive, was published in_some instances, in the
church, during divine service, in others at the church
door after 1ts conclusion. [t was confidently expected by
the public, that his 1.A>|-i-3:i|) the Catholic Bishop of Que-
bee, would on (Sundav) the day succeeding the issue of
the proclamation, give a discourse suitable 10 the occasion,
AG cavor mulutnde pressed into the Cathedral, but t ey
wore dizapoointed.  The zealots took umbrage at the seeii=
inz indiference of the worthy Prelate. The Cathedial < as
onthe S inday following again crowded : the proc lamation
was read, and his Lordship delivered to some thousands of
spectators an able and inipressive discourse, swited to the
complexion of the times ¢ HWe adverted with becawing
spint, to the hasty zeal, which had mdtced some to con-
detdin the snpineness of the Clergy, who, he observed, were
n 5 loyal, zealous and mstructed 1n their duty towards
LA Soverapn, an at 1!.1’:‘:"““‘(! \‘I‘l‘ln‘l(‘\tlil\[lhll o1 Lile
neighbouring colonies, when the fidelity of the canadian
Catholic Clergy bad
pounded

sub

heen urefragably established.  He exa

ith clearness and precision, the duties of a

aitd a christian, m'the salittary subnussion (o' the
laws, and to the constit
the
of reconciling parties, heated by a series of elechons ino

uted authorities of’ the land. From

state of the if::‘.'w;(l '!I\Li‘l at lll].-_‘,tilh Lure, thie 'Jaiin.laily

that political animesity incidental to free govermuents, 1s
easily concejved,

The Chief Justice at the opening of the Criminal Ses-
sions in March, in delivering lis charge to the Grand ,l-“‘\',
called their attention to the tendency of the ocenrrences. that
]1‘:-.1 '_;i\'l'tl roon 1o I:Ll' ]

prociamagon, which he read on the
occasion, The Givand oy in answer to his Flli'\'L'!l. drew
up an address to the Court, in which they anunadyerved
.2 strong-

S R —
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strongly upon certain numbers of the Cunadien, and othe

productions issning from that press, as dangerous to the
peace and security of the colony. They in lli’m: manner exs
pressed their displeasure at divers productions in the Q:rf'o
bee  Mercury calenlated to excite jealousy and (.1I?‘L1'ui~.1t mn
the minds of his Majesty’s canadian subjects, leaving it to
the wisdom of the court to adopt such measures thercupon
a8 micht be found expedient; and ('nn('ludo‘(l by di.‘:ci‘:lim-
iy a wish to encroach upon the genuine freedom _of the
press, but that the abuse of this inesuimable privilese,
Wwhich could only tend to a subversion of order, was lhe:,
gibject of their animadversion, ¥

In April, an ineffectual effort was made in the Court of
King's Bench to obtain a Habeas Corpus for one of the
i:m-.iuuon detained in prison, under suspicion of treasona-

e practices, The failure of this application left no alter-
native to the prisoners, who were left to pine in solitary
¢onfinement, until the Governor should be pleased to bring
them to trial, or release them. In July following, one 0%
the gentlemen confined in the jail at Quebec, became zerj
ously ill from length of confinement, and was released by
the Council : another was also shortly after released from
the same cause: and the printer was in the month of Au-
gust, also turned out of prison. They howeyer, previous
to their enlargement, gaye security to appear to answer suel
bill of indictment as might be afterwards found against
them: a precaution probably intended to save appearan-
ces, no bill having ever afterwards been presented by the
erown officers ; nor does it appear that the Governor at
any ume seriously intended to risk the test of a wverdiet
upon their guilt or innocence, which in the event ol an
acquittal, must have covered the administration with ig-
nominy,

The September Session of the criminal court elapsed
without any attention to the prisoner remaining in cons
finement,+ who solicitous for a trial, had rvimul['dl\! refus-
el with manly resolution a precarions (-nldl'g:cnmnt,
withont the opportunity of vindicating his ropuiaziiun by
the verdict of a jury. He maintained with inflexible per
severance, the integrity of his conduct and political opis
nions, and disclaimed the imputation of' treason or disaf
fection ta the person or government of his Sovereign; and

N the

*Thi' presen‘ment has (perhaps nnjustly) heon reproaclied as an act of
Cowardly compliance with power, + Mg, Bodard,
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the stern Viceroy himself has been heard to express an
mvoluntary esteem for the consistency of his conduct,

The period at which we are arrived has been sarcasticals
Iy terued the reign of terror. The peremptory measures
of the Governor struck the oppesition with di :
but thougii he had suppressed, yet Le had not efiectualig
subdued the spirit of the people. The elections for the
new Parliament took place in April, and the late mems
bers again prevailed, almost universally throughout the
province,

thicly

The Judge upon whose account the present difficul
ti~s had originated, under the prospect of being called to
the Legislative Council, did not present himself as a can-
didate in the county he had recently represented, Hehow=
ever was not afterwards called to the Legislative Counci)
as he expected ; and we are left to conjecture, whether he
declined his re-election through a fallacious promise from
the “administration to that purpose, in order to induce
him to retire, and by that means put an end to all surife
with the Assembly on his account, or whether disausted,
with the intrigues and animosity of the times, he consulied
his tranquillity by a voluntary retirement,

A pause ensued, in which all parties seemed desivons of

repose fram the finitless contest in which they had been
envaged. The prisoners confined at Montreal, whi v
had suffered all the inconveniencies and discomfores 0

damp and unhealthy prison, and the severity of a surly jani-
tor, were successively released. One of them® is said to have
died of illness contracted during his imprisonment. The
Governor in the mean time turned his attention to th

provement of the interior of the province, as well a )
the cities of Quebec and Montreal ; to which he appoini-
ed chairmen to presidein the Conrts of quarter sessions,
with annual stipends. He caused a road to be opened
fr St. Giles Ké ity o Oiichat Y e %

om St Ulles, In the vicinity ol Quebec, ta the tow) p

of Shiplnn. near the provincial boundary line: a distance
of upwards of sixty miles, by a detachment of oy
which afforded a short and easy communicanon for the -
dustrious settlers in the new townships, with the Quebec
market.

The pew Parliament met at Quebec on the ISth of De-

. Mr., Cerbeils
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Citar.  cember 1810, and the House of Assembly having re-es
il. lected their former Speaker. the Governor after u:":iin ap=
S~ proving of their choice, informed them by his ~|)(Lcr
\ i610, - that as he had never doubted the loyalty and zeal of the
¢ several Parliaments which he had occasion to meet singe
j ¢ he assumed the administration of the government of the
‘ € ])ro\'im‘v- so he relied with equal assurance, that he would
£ not fail to experience the same plmnp.m in that which
€ he was then addressing ; and that in the confident ex-
€ pecration that the 'y were .n.uml' 'l by llm best intentiong
[ € to promote the interests of his Maje ~|\ s government, and
£ the w ‘ullL of his prople: he should lurm tor- the h.t! i)
“ ellects of such a disposition in the tenor of tn-n dells

ions and the dis patch of the public busitess.”

-

berat

I desire to call your attention (said he) .to the tema
porary act for the better preservation of his Majesty’a
g .\ulnmm. as by law happily v«l.n;lhin.-tl in l!.hln:-u 1Ceay
€ and to that for establishing requla flons respecting allens, o

ertain subjects of s Majesty who have resided m Frances
No ci ange l..l-m n place in the state of l]ﬂ“"‘ blic.aiiang
that can warrani. a de parture from those precanilons and
tu.lt vigilancewhich have hitherto induced ali the branciies
of the Legislature to consider these acts asnecessary. L
a\nur that they are tmportant to the interests of his Mas
jesty’s government, you will not, 1 am confident, for a
luoment suppose, that I mean to diyide these from the
interests of the IHIMIL : tlu} are inseparable, The pres
¢ servation of his M 1|v\t\' s gavernment is the safety oi che
¢ province, and its secnrity 1s the only safegnard to t! > Pl
“ blic ranguillity., l nder these con ~nl(..alu-u-l (m~uut

~

. ¢ therefore but recommend them, together with the act ke

| ¢ ing temporary provisions for the u-\v_l.wlduun of trade hes

E ! ¢ tween this provinee and the United States, tq your fiirsg
¢ and immediate consideration.’

He intreated them to believe, that he should have "i?tﬂ.

“ satisfaction in K‘ih:\ uing that harmony and good undeg=

‘ ‘.- st hich must be so conducive to the Prosperity

: ¢ and 1“1;1 iness of the colony, and that he shonld most

= i and cheerfully congur in every measure wiich

‘ hi pose, tending to promote those | jpor=

€ tant - tie concluded by observing ¢ that the

j : ril contuer was to dischavge his duey 10 his

.

SOVErelgn vy u constant attention to the weliare of lis
sube
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% subjects which were committed to his charge, and that
¢ he felt these objects to be promoted by a strict adhex-
“ ence to the laws and to the principles of the constitution,
£ and by maintaining in their just balance the rights and
% privileges of every branch of the legislature,”

-~

Immediately after delivering his speech, he sent a mes-
sage to the House by a member of the Executive Council,
wintimating that Mr. Bedard, returned to serve as a member
for the county of Surrey, was detained in the common jail
ior the district of Quebee, under a warrant of three mens-
bers of his Majesty’s Executive Council. by virtue of the
act “ for the better preservation of his Majesty’s govern-
# ment as by law happily established in this ln'u\ilﬂ'v." for
treasonable practices. It was evident from the tenor of
the Governor's Speech, and hLis subsequent message to the
House, that the renewal of this unpopular act would be
insisted upon by the administration at all hazards. The
sentiments of the majority of the House were without doubt,
entirely averse to the recent measures of the administra-
tion. To renew the obnoxious act would be at once an un-
equivocal admission on their part, of its expedience, and
of the propriety of its recent operation. On the other
hand, a refusal might embroil them more than ever with
the executive, and result in consequences fatal to the tran-
quillity of the colony. The example of the two preced-
ing parliaments was still fresh in their memory, and the
inflexible consistency of (Governor’s: character had over-
come the firmness of the House. Tlheyobserved in their ad-
dress to the Governor, in answer to his speech  that they
concurred with his Excellency, that no change had taken
place in the public aflaivs abroad, that would warrant an
alteration of the provisions of the provincial temporary act,
which |n'n\"|(lvd for the better preservation of his ‘.1;1j:'.~[)"t.
rovernment ; yet that they thought it their duty to nform
1is Excvllunc:\', that the fears and apprehensions which
prevailed among a great nunber ol"l:ia' Majesty’s loyal and
faithful subjects in consequence of the execution of thia
act, would demand their serious consideration before they
could determine if its continuation in the whole of its
present form and tenor, would insure that L'ull?'h'.,‘lllcr.' b=
tween his Majesty’s government and his subjects in Ca-
nada, which is the sateguard of the former, and of the in-
terests of the public, in themselves inseparable.” They hows
ever pledged themselves that the present act and that res

EphecLmg
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Cuir. specting aliens, would become the nhjvct of their most Serie
IL. ous consideration * fully convinced (said they) that it
@ the most serious wish of your Excellency to cultivate
A510.  that harmony and good understanding which is so condus
cive to the prosperity and happiness of the colony, we shall
cheerfully eoncur in any measure tending to promote those
important objects ; objects (they observed) more difficult to
be obtained in this province than in any other of his Mas
Jesty’s colonies, from the difference in opinions, customé
and prejudices of his Majesty’s subjects residing therein,
We reflect with pain on the efforts which are made to
fepresent in false colours. and in a measure wide of truth,
the opinions and sentiments of the different classes of hij
Majesty’s subjects in Canada. Following your Excellency's
example, let every onefulfil his duty to our august Sovereign
by an unremitting attention to the interests and the happis
ness of his subjects in this colony, and he will feel that a
strict adherence to the laws and principles of the constis
tution, and a firm support of the equal rights and prind
ciples of every branch of the legislature, are the means of
gecuring to his Majesty’s subjects, the full and entive ena
Jjoyment of their liberty, religious opinions, and proper-
ty, and which cannot be more perfectly confirmed to l]llf‘l'll_
than by the fiee constitution, which it has pleased his
most gracions  Majesty and hLis Parliament to grant té

this province.”

Words can scarcely imply a more direct disapproval of
the recent measures of the dovemor, who felt the force of
their reflections, and replied ina way which léft no roont
in their minds to doubt of his earnest resolution to prose-
ente the renewal of the act in question. He returned theni
bis acknowledgments for the sentiménts of loyalty, and
the good intentions to promote the interests of his Majesty's
government, and the welfare of their fellow subjects, exa
pressed in their address. “ T shall at all times (said he) re-
* ceive with attention any information or advice that the
“ House of Assembly may think proper to convey to me
% in the present instance, however, I feel myself called on
¥ 1o observe, thatmy information of the state of the pros
vince does not warrant that which you say you think it
your duty to give me, of the existence of fears and aps
prehensions, with relation to the execution of the act
for the better preservation of his Majesty’s government,
at least as applied to the people in general, If such

[ ﬁyar.
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fesrd and apprehénsions exist, are they not confined «
those who are ‘aware of the possibility of them-elves he
coming obnoxions to the operation of the act? the voice
of such will be always loud ; and may not their clamour
have misled vou to suppose them more numeérous than
I suppose they really are? Bat with regard to the

crrmi people of the Provinced, I am o far from thinking
that they feel any apprehens dons on the subjeet, that 1
¢ date the subsiding of the ferment that then exis .'.| l
the restoration of the calm that has since prevailed a=
mong them, l\wu-mh fiom the moment at wlil Lie

execution of that act took place. Similar means 1o those
formerly employe 'l might a
turb the o
tual for the purpose then intusing amongst them  the

in revive the one and dis=

¢, and none perhaps would be more eliec-
fears and :-I:;Jr-‘.,.-l]-lu:-; to whiehh vou have alluded.
Simple and uninstructed as they are however,

trust 1o lllt‘;.l‘ rood sense for its being fo =.‘\-l‘

shake their confidence in His Majesty’s {overnmenty bes
canse they find it exercising for their protection the
means with which it-is inttusied by Law, or because
thev see that Government armed with the power and
ready (o step forward should it become necessary to
crush the arts of faction or to meet the machinations of
treason.  Viewing your Address in the light of an aus-
wer to my speec h, I must remark that I have been mis-
understood in it.

¢ The h.nmr)“' and good understanding which I ex-
}mww(l myself desivous of cultivating, was that harmony
and good understanding between me an il the other
branches of the Legislature which must be so condncive
to the prosperity and happimess of the Colony. Where-
as | |)(\L\l\ @ you have fip'»|h | |I!~|‘n|u~‘-.|| MOTe o=
nv-m!l\ to the existence of thes principles in the communi-
ty at l.u_-_:- . This wonld be no otherwise ot con WROTIOE
than as ithas furnished you with the opportunity of bring-

ing forward a sentiment in which I desire most cordially
and truly to express Wy entire concurreiice. s |
jown widh yon in feeling pain ih every mstance i which
the passions of any one part of His ‘\;,,,‘,.\:}', sub

shall lead the m lul esent in false col 3, and )
manner wide ol tru! 1{1 : r:g‘l:m-:w.n.v‘. WenLs 0

| RE f lh\‘]" l\‘ill‘\ -|i!" *Ci8s VWithont rey )

| - 1 i
example, let every one as vou say dohis duty to whe king

ki ‘and
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“ and to the Public, and as vou express \‘f"'qufJ\'PS AWAre
¢ of the greater difficulty that exists in this P:'u_\'nu'e in
¢ the attainment of the important object in question, so I
“ confidently trust I shall find you on all occasions exerts
“ ing with advantage the superior opportunity which is
 afforded yon by your situation as representatives of the
¢ people for promoting and cultivating those true princis
# ples of affection and attachment that Imay unite us asg
¢ free and happy people.”

This sarcastic reply of the Governor nettled the Hous
but they were too well acquainted with his firmness to prés
ceed to extremes on so nice a point. The acts recom-
mended by the Governor were first introduced and passed
in the 115:;_1"'1~'li)|i\'<? Council, from whence they were sent
down to the Lower House, where they passed with unusual
speed, although the detention of one of their members in Pri
son was the cause of much murmur and disgust. This
obnoxious act was therefore reluctantly continued with &
salvo (an amendment introduced into the Bill by tlie
Lower House) of the Rights and Privileges of eithef
House, and of the Members of the Provincial Legislatures
it being thereby provided that no Member of either House
should be imprisoned or detained during the sitting of
Parliament, until the matter of which he stood suspected
were first communicated to the House of which he raight
be a member, and the consent of that House obtained for
his commitment or detention. It was obvious that the
Assembly in this instance yielded to the menacing tone of
the administration who must have been conscious from
the recent exercise of thisact for the ¢ better preservation of
His Majesty’s Government’’ and the reluctance with which
it was continued for another year, that its total extinction
could not be a remote occurrence. The Government note
withstanding this clause in theact, still persisted in des
taining the member in confinement during the Session
w_itllumt affording him the means of Justifying himself'by a
trial, A

_ A Bill to disqualify Judges from being elected and taks
mg a seat in the House of Assembly was introduced. and
having met the concurrence of both Houses received the
Ru\_'ai Sanction. This subject of strife being disposed of,
bsiness was carried on with diligence and dispatch, and
some very useiul laws were enacied in the course of the
Session.
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Bession.  The Governor was in the mean time notified of
his removal i'z-wl the colonial Government in pursuance (it
was satd) of his ownrequest. On the 21st March he proro-
g*lv the Parliament, and as his speech on the oceasion, is
the best testimony to which we can resort for his own
opinion on the character of the times, and of lus adminis=
tration, we insert a part of it in his own words.

“ Among the Acts to which I have declared his Majesty’s
Assent, there is one which 1 have seen with peeuliar sati=lhcs
tion, I mean the Act for dizqualifyng the Judges from ho I
ing a seat in the House of Assembly. Itvis not only t I

nins the measure right in itself, but that 1 consider [ln prase

#ing an Act for the purpose, as a (nnll,l ste renunciation of

€he crroneous pring 11"“_ the acting upon w ich, put me une
#er the necessity of dissolving the last Parliament.

& Gentlemen, you are now about to return to your homes;
and 1o mix again in the common wass of vour fellow citie
fens; ot me entreat vouto reileet upon the sood that may

#rise from yom (ﬂm(\ to inculeate those true prine LtH of

rerali and submission to the laws, that can alone give
$tabiingy o that degree of” happiness which is dlldll].lh]t‘ in
the present state of soeiety: Your Provinee is in an unex-
ampied progress of prosperity © riches are pouring -in npon
the people, but their atendant evils, luxury and dissipas~
gion, will inevitably acconipany them: the danger of these
15 too well known, to require that I should detain you by
enlarging upon it: it will demand all the eflorts of religion,
and of the magistracy, v ih the scarcely less powerful in-
fluence of example and ofadvice in the “well |l|~ osed and
bl'ill‘l Illl;ll'l\ll'li. to counteract their elfects, to '!u'-:‘!'\'t‘ thie
public morals from sudden relaxation, and, finally, to bar
the entry to crime and depravity.

A large tract of country, hitherto little known, has been
opened to vou: its inhabitants ave mdustrious and intelli-
gent, and they cultivate their lands with a ]nm{ ICLIVE eneds

s \\(H caleulated 1o encrease the resources of the colony.
i:'t them not on these erounds be objects of envv, ot of jed-
lousys rather let chemn be examples, to be carvefully watched
and tmitated, 'till. in the whole province, no other diler
enice of 1| |I1'H.I\ shall appear, but what may arise from vas
riety of suily or dilerence of climate,

E 2 “ And
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¢ And now. sentlemen, | have only further to recommend

1 & early part of the SESARION. Vou .\('Hlf".t'.ﬂ i!-i'k
to ooserve lH'I the difliculty of the pask, yOu will
j;\.:iri"iiu:“a:i'( exerl your best endeavours o o :I\\'l:_\' ml
nist int and animo \-.-E“A rll';‘fi._;\!ii'l‘»:'l.\"" ‘nl”rlll:e
ave siflered t main, all exertion for th |v‘1"!',:' s00d must

No bar can exist to a covdial union—rue

went none ntolerance 1s not the ¢

sent times—ind, living under one governs

sition of
ment, enjoying equally its protection and 1is fosterig cang
mutual intercourse of kindness and benevolence, all
others will be lound to ideal, I am earnest in this ads

It is prol bably the last legacy of a very
j eli-wisher, who, af Le lives to |“|\l| the presencs
ol s Novereign, would indeed present himsell with the
proud certainty of obtaining his approbation, if he could
conclude his report of his administration, with saying: |
found. Sire. the P wtion of your -nh;u'-‘ls that you commits
ted to my charge, divided among themselves, viewing eacl
otlies with mistrust and jealonsy. and animated, as they
supposed, by separate interests. [ left them, Sire, cordy
a-i_.' united, in the bonds of I'L‘L'i'll'(n.'ill esteem and conlis
dence, and rivalling vuh other only in affectionate attachs
ment to your Majesty’s government, and in ZENerous exers
tions ior the public ¢ m)n'l 4

3 , wentleme

In this, as wellas in his former speeches to the l("rlcl.mne,
e tind [h(--.unumq-nl». of'a man of frankness and of character,
A;[‘m-urh !m is thought by many to have been under the
ant |'H nee of a par Ly, hl' was certainly unconscious of lt, a§
nothin ; appears to have been more despicable in his mind
than party intrigue,

Shortly after the prorogation of Parliament the prison
door was left open to the member in confinement, withe
Dul any ('\]),1 yation of the cause of his i llninl-nnlmn[. or Uf
the motives of his enlargement. By some, his release was
attributed to orders from his Majesty’s ministers to that eff
fect: by others to a conviction in the mind of the Gover
nor of lus imnocence. or at least, of his having made ame
pi= atonement for his ervors (if' any) by the lu]trlh and dus
vess of his confinement,

‘?n the 19¢h of June 1811, he embarked on board His
Majesty’s Slup Amelia, for England ; leaving Mr. Dusw
’ in
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i chay e of the Government of the colony, and Lieute-
nant-Creneral Drusyvonnp in command of the [orees in the
Canadas wijllery, 3,783 recular woop

nd 1,226 Fencibles, in all 5454 men. He scemed dis-

rnsted with the caves of'a government, inwhich he had ex-

consisting of 445

wriification. He is said to

-
q

Lat the moment- of his departure, an ambi-
1 -~ )
guous reflection on the deception, and ingratitude of
mankind: whether has obseryanion were ttended to be iIG+
neral, or aimed at some of those immediately con d

9 11

willy l.:‘-u 's!l the .conduet ol a'.f'!:lE;-. we are ieit Lo

magnine. jealth bad long been wastine away with a
: : . 4

Aropsy any ther-.unt L contraciea in tie service or s
COUnLry Ha \{ ;1‘."7 ) i wietaer SOt E:\' W see LUe

end of his voyvaze, which he however survived some mont!

: A > |

I'he feelings of the public were, up ( rire "w
' i i

Eocland., varic v expressed, according 1o the opinions
and prejudices of parties, which, under his administration

had been inflamed to a greater pitch than at any former

period sinte the conquest. His administration was certa

unpopularamong the great mass of the peopls: anda h
tenacious ofand consistent in Lis m ‘8, he was evidently

atlnenced by councils originating in tumid and yisu -

prehénsions of danger.  [he severity of his measui e

Just grounds to expect some conclucive eyidence of e

guilt of those who hadincurred his displeasnre, bat we have

nOt even seen an atteinpt to pallinte that exercise of powery
which, 1n the total absence of any vindieat 1 -
‘”\-‘ n we must attibute to the lervour of party | At,
3 ' « ' v y oy
VIZOUrOIS as they were, they Hll__“lll|\‘I'~l‘-|l‘ili'— ered <:iI
more so, had the Governor been less sensible of the gee
neral good disposition of the colony, o listened @
the suoaest of those who had involved him i TCenile
e T o1 . | th 1) : | ™ ? 1
bly in their quarcel with the people. The Proclamation

issued at the period a

luded to, ws the conviction i r
which we may fairly believe him to have acted : but
we reflect npon the aniniosity
suspect, that “-“-L"!l\r\ Ii.l.al \-‘ 1CC
dernived, are liable to some ob :
must have been difficult. nav. almo

have discriminated until it was te

:i.w dt'in'\l'L'l!'l'. an action of dam: aes wWas i:'vH(lii\": 05l o
part of several of the ors ol the Caradien pr i
gainst the magstate who | seized if. . Thos action prove

ed abortive, The lact is menvoned, as it must havecan=d the

Groveps
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Glovernor to reflect, that although he had put down with
ioree. the animosities which agitated his adn nistration. hé
md strueka blow, pmh:nlrl_v more important In :117 resulis,
than the most hostile adversaries of his administration

could have wished.

Sir Janes Hexry Crare had been from his youth in the
gervice of his country. and owed to merit alone, his rank
and consideration in the army. He had upon several
occasions distinenished himself as an able general. Hé
tvas corpulent in person, and rather below the middle stas
tuic - his features were strong and regnlay, his aspect severs
an{ imposing : his deportment was manly and digmified:
in society he was polite, frank and affable. He 1s said to
have been positive in his opinions, and therefore promptand
decisive in his measures. To a clear and comprehensive
judement, he united the best qualities of the heart: and

thoazh hasty in temper, he was easily recon iled tothosé
who might Lave involuntarily ineuarre I his displeasure. in
fine lie seems to have possessed all the sterling and undiiss
» i 2 . 1 2
g!!!‘r-cl virtues that distinguish the soldier, and some ot thé
qualities (hat constirute an able statesmen. Men dilfer wides
Iv 1n opinton with respect to his adininistration, yer fev
| | :

will deny him the merit of disinterestedness and integrity i
the discharae of his public duties: and although in the perfors
mance of the important and complicated functions ol Tid
post, he niay have erred, we cannot but do his memory
thie justice 1o believe, that he was guided by sincerity : and
that the objects of his administration, however fullaciong
the means he }:m'«n:-\l for theirattainment, were the coneordy
ﬂ_w prosperity and the happiness of the people intrusted
his care.
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CHAPTER IIL

FTER an interregnum of nearly three months, Sir

_Groree Prevosr arrived at Quebee, and assum-
ed the Government of Lower-Canada, havine sueceeded Sir
James H. Cratc in the chief command of the British
North American Provinces, The known mildness of his
character, and the popularity of his administration in Nova-
Scotia, from which he had been just promoted. afforded
a hope that the present administration of the governmeng
in Lower-Canada would prove more auspicions o the in-
gernal union of the people than the preceeding. The trya
ing juncture into which the policy of America hurried these
provinces, impressed the people with serious apprelernsi-
ons, and all parties seemed to concur in a desive fur u-
panimity, as the chief barrier of the public secuiiiy,

To succeed in abalishing the strife which bad so rapidly
F\ined ground during the late administration could scarces

7 have been deemed attainable ; but an indiflerence and
cfiﬁrugau'd for party animosity, and a fair, impariial disiie
bution of the royal confidence, might in g moment of comne
mon danger, reconcile and unite parties in the common des
fence. Such seems to have been the policy studied by the
sresent adminstration. A war with Great Britain had n
]uug contemplated by the rulers in America, and a scasons
able moment only was sought for, to grasp at these pros
yinces which they had fallaciously been induced to believe
were ripe for revolt, and would therefore fall a willing cous
quest to America. 'T'he peninsular war had engrossed the
attention and resources of the mother country and the Ca-~
nadas were necessarily the less :mrlzlg provided with means
to encounter the struggle in which they were likely soon to
be engaged. The coliers were exhausted, nor wei Loy e
entertained of their being speedily replenished from houie :
the regular forces were too thin to prescrve an exu nsiye
frontier of some hundred miles against the pressure of an
enemy, which if united must become irresisiil and ihe
canadians though naturally braye and hardy, and attachad
to li:t'il' L'Ull.-l:l.zlitlll, mignt from recent oOccurrence
fairly presumed to have been so far disgusted, as (o leave-.a
doubt of their hearty co-operation and zeal in e ¢ :

o

Such
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Such was the gloomy p10~p(‘(1 of affairs at the outset of the
presen t administration, and the Governor must have fore
seen that his resources in the event of a rupture with A«
merica, lay more in the loyalty and 11:!1nnn~m of the canas
dian lmpul‘umn. than in the ho pe of early reinforcements
from home. To mwlu]l the resources and combine the
jarring energies of the country, required the efforts of somes
lhmn‘ more than ordinary genius.

Soon after the Governor’s arrival, Major General Brock
was “p})u]nl(.l President and Adming istrator of the Govern=
ment in Upper-Canada, instead of Lieutenant-Governor
Gore, who had retired from the Government of that
Province, by permission. To obtain a local knowledge of
the trontiers of the lower province, which were likely soon
tn be the theatre of war, Sir George on the 26th September

et out with his suite and wvisited the Distriet of Montres
al, and the forts of St. John's, Chambly, William H(nl‘]

and the military positions in their ne iochbourhood. From
the period of his_arrival until the opening of l’.u]].mwn;
we meet with no extraordinary occurrence.

The Parliament met on the 21st February 1812, The Goe
vernor in his speech informed the legislature limt havin
been d])pnmt('d by the Prince ”1'H'nl to the Chief Coms
mand of the British American Provinces, he liad l astened
in obedience to his orders to assume the Administration of
Lower-Canada, but that his Commission not having arive
ed, he continued to administer the Government unde’r &
ptmmonal authority to thateflect. He congratulated them
on the brilliant achievements which had attended the Bre=
tish arms in the deliverance of Portneal, and for the res
cue of Spain from the tyranny of the Ruler of France
¢ Notwithstanding (said he) the astonishi ing changes that
“ mark the age in which we live, the inhabitants of thié
¢ portion of the Empire have witnessed but as remote
€ spectators the av«lul scenes which ds \ul[n" th.pe- and
“ while Britain " built by nature for herself against ins
“ fection and the hand of war” has had her pnhuca. ex
¢ jstence involved in the fate of surrounding nations, Yol
*¢ have hitherto undisturbed in the habitations of your " fae
“ thers viewed without alarm, the distant storm which now
¢ seems bending its course towards this peaceful and hape
€ py region.” Herecommended an increased and unremitted
care and vigilance in securing the colony fiom either open
e

-~
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Mvasion’ or insidions agaression, and he' hoped the Parlia-
9.0

ment wotrld testibvats loyaliy by dn earlv attention to those
o 4 A o L5

acts, which expetience had yroved essential foi tl foservi-
tion of'l Majesty’s covernthient, as also'bvits roadiness in
supplying covernment with such aid as shonld be saitahla

to the exigence of the times, by enabling wial cantiflian

Siidjedts to assist it revelline any sudde ack made” by

tumiltuary force; and effectually to particivate in the  e<
*J
tire [‘('Iinf‘l. The Agse n!\l_\ - answer! assured the Gravernor
thav:they would give their attention to those acts 'whicl: Lo

vegarded as essentinl to his Maje-tv's soveririient] notwinh-

e of their conntry asainst a repnlor iniasion ar an® fu-

standing the repugnance they micht foel from ai improHes
use of one of them,® and'the bad etfects whiel might ki
resulted t! rom b it fiatt {1
"»-ri[ [;'I' the unsha 1 I ‘!

dian subjects, and theireconviction of dhe o ‘ G
government. and the ¢ sient i VeI , ek 1
the common [ate of h 1 thines w 1

mi him however, that they plackd |
Excelleney. cousiderahi X .: < i

which mizht thoer e made ot this “aer, o vend g
this, the Governor - briefly EXRess d his reset
shionild have thonoht it expedient to revert (o ay
mgs which had waken plave under any one 68 theso ‘
and earnestly recommended to them as the ‘most oferhat
means of ensuring trangnillity to the Provives. arid

cine their zeal tor the 'public vood. to* divect
- | [

tion solely to the present sitnation of affaips, Althouneh the
meaning of the Governor’s reply conld ‘not Be
stood by the Assembly. they were |
évents of the last administration t
dt: an advanced period of’ the sessi
hition, * that it was a justice d
€ his Majesty’s canadian - sub

“rshould be adopted by the Howso: to acquaiiie his Ml v4a
& Ly of the events that tdok place 111 the =|'='.\;‘ e under e
S adminizstration of Siv James Heppy 5""-‘:;. s e Mg
sawemoy, and-the causes which eave rise o the ems, in
“order that his Majesty, in his patetnal goodngss, mirhe
“ rake such Steps as would nrevent a rence fof Al eha
“ milat administration, which tended 1o mistebresent (LW
“ good and tadifu) people of the provinee. amil 1o (
¢ them of the confidence ant { Fajesiy wd
# Meanin At for the betlc FLIO8 ¢ s M Al

F oaam
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¢ from feeling the good effects of his government in the
“ ample manner that the law had provided.” This resos
lution was not carried into eflect owing to the intervention
of more urgent concerns. In the mean time a bill, *for the
better preservation of his Majesty’s government’” was drawn
up, and sent down from the Legislative Council to the Low-
er House. Here several amendments were proposed, the
principal of which was, to transfer the power formerly vest-
ed in the Executive Council, of imprisoning persons sus
pected of treasonable practices, to the governor or person
administering the government, alone. The Legislative Couns
cil disapproving of the amendments, a conference ensueds
but both branches persevering in their opinions, the bill miss
carried to the satisfaction of the Lower House, who “‘el‘eglad
of a pretext to allow this odious law to expire. The cons
sideration of appointing an agent in England was resumed
by the House in the present session, and the expedience of
providing a fund for the payment of the Members of the
House of Assembly was also discussed, and'a Bill wasintrodus
ced to that effect, which however failed. The Militia Bilf
passed aftermuch debate in the Lower House. The Governa
was authorised by it to embody two thousand Bachelos
between the age of eighteen and twenty five years for three
months in the year; and in case of invasion or immineat
danger thereof, to retain them for one year, relieving one
half of the number embodied, by fresh drafis at the expiras
tion of that peried. In the event of war, invasion, insur
rection, or imminent danger thereof, he was empowered 1o
embody the whole militia of the province, should it become
necessary, No substitutes were allowed, nor were com-
missioned officers permitted to take any militiamen as ser-
vants, under a penalty of ten pounds for every offence of
that nature. These provisions from' their harshness and
inconsistency were however winked at in actual service. It
was made penal to inlist any militiaman into the

lar forces, and such enlistments were declared null. T“ﬁ:
thousand pounds were granted by the Legislature, ong
moiety thereof for drilling and training the local militia, the
other moiety for other purposes of the militia act. T'went
thousand pounds were granted, to be employed for sa
services as the safety of the province and the exigence of
the times might require,~and the firther Sum of thirty
thousand pounds currendy, to be at the Governor’s dispo-
sition in case of war between Great Britain and America
These liberal supplies enabled the Government to meet the
aps
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approaching contest with confidence in the patriotism and
support of the provincial Legislature, and of the whole mass
oi'the canadian population. On the nineteenth of May the
Governor prorogued the House of Assembly.

In his Speech he thanked the House for the labour they
had bestowed upon the i 1111!110\1-111(1 t of the militia syste m,
and for the increased means they had thereby afforded him
for the defence of the Province : He also e \nmwul his best
thanks for the proofs he had received of their confidence in
his Administration, by the very liberal provision they had
made for the exigencies of the puhhc service.

About this time a ferment existed in America, excited
by the diccovery ofthe Henry Plot which the Government
of that Country exaggerated into an attempt on the part of
this Government to bring about a revolution among the
eastern states, and to dissolve the union. John Henry. a
needy adventurer, though a man of some talents and ad-
dress, is said to have been by birth an Irishman, and to
have emigrated when a youth to America, where throngh
the interest of friends, he was appointed a Captain in the
militia, and from thence bore the name of (‘lpt.ml Henry.
Not succeeding in America to the extent of his wishes, he
migrated to Montreal. where he found means to ingratiate
himself with some of the principal personages of this Pro-
vince, and commenced his studies at law, with a view of
qgualifying himself for a seat in the judiciary of’ U7, Canada,
to which, he was already ambitious enough to aspirve. He
easily worked himself by intrigne into the Governor’s no-
tice, who from the proceedings of the Federal Faction in
the eastern states, had room to suspect the existence ofa
desire on their part, to form a political connection with
Great Britain.  In order therefore to ascertain the state of
parties and their views, Henry, hun-racqnmmvl with the
eonatry, and considered a man accomplished for politicad
intricue, was selected, who, with a view of turning it to his
a~l\'mu‘|uv readily accepted nl the mission, an 1p1m eeded 1o
Boston, \\'wrv he sauntered away his time in the lmh e
honsesand brothels of that city, writing from time to time
to Canada.* His studied and ostentatious epistles, must ra-
ther have amused than instructed the Governor, who in-
deod, derived less information from them, than from the
public journals of the times. Henry, however estimated

* This happened in the course of the winter of 1800,
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his services much bevond anv thine his :n‘w;“‘» oI Was lise
posed to admit of], and ilereibie resorted for a comp nsation
lﬂfll“{u‘ Verninen 1 home l.El ‘::‘ ‘.'«I"";“‘-J“' I..:-
verpool, stating hisserviees, he sugzested that theappointment

Judere Advocate General of Lower-Canada, with the
sala y of dive hundred ] nneds per annum, or a C(m-
sulate in the United States sime cura, would be cons
sidered by him as a liberal discharge of any obligation that
Government  entertained in relation ta his services. The
Pri ld the royal favors in too ligh estimas
tio 1 ':i‘-.'! a mercenary z;ml il‘ll'i-

g ernme

proud spirit, or perha

olly referred him to the colonial
" Siv George Prevost.  The
1wce of Hn- acdlventurer
eiay and i\ .n'-\nu‘t)l the Mu Hstery
] h& relerring l.x m to the colonial goye
ernment, only wished to evade a direct refusal to his ap=
l_i]i(.‘;'tit)rl. (5.‘5 ined wiih lll'-.!!ll‘lll!. ment, he made hs

y A m.‘s ca, W here (as it is confidently said) upon res
u-n'm;: stipulated sum, he, in resentment to the British,
(1(1.\|‘u‘il ..:) hi :'!!1..-:---:.:'1~-|‘.u' to the American Governe
ment. The #7 nry Plot (it was so :-‘r'nm'wnlui was clas
moured through America, as a crime of the de epest dye on
the part of (nt'l! ‘.litim. nn(luw to disorcanize [.u’f:r}-
vernment, to dismember the union, and to dm!ln\ the m des

n 1.3 , i
COA NOL Droos Lie

who. he clearly

pendence of the States. The fictious and v‘.u__- rerated Lms
portance which the American Government affected to ate
tach to this trivial matter, had however, some ml!-..mw\ m
('mmljnmu the \lmi r[ ll(hl]]]:\ lt)\\.,.(n (n(‘ilt l)lll.lm
which, at that time pervaded America, and shortly after
broke out in open war, This sell-suflicient miscreant haye
ing as he fancied, taken ample vengeance upon the govemns
ment of his native country, coule l NOL with any (’n grae of
decency vemain in the S ..m s, from whence he sailed for
France in an rican sloop of war, c urying with him

the ward of his treason, and the universal contempt of
mankind.

The Governor by a General ﬂr:l--r of the 28th- May or-
ganised four battalions of embodied militis a, in ,}mle of
the late Act. The first Battalion rendezvous'd at Pointe
aux Trembles near Quebee, und i' the Command of Calo=
nel De Salaberry, :3,- econd, at ,.1|n.:nz. near Montrealy
commanded by Colonel De lmm e, the third, at Berthier
in the District (.=1' .uu;ll:‘cul, commanded by Lieut.
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Cutlibert,tand the fourth, at St. Thomas near Quebec,
eommat L by Lieut.. Col. l(l-[llln‘:lll. The alacrity
with. which they were Afll and the cheerli 55  With
which the young men ¢ ed to the restraints of’ discis

pline. cted credit upon the military character of the

Canndians.  Thiz proof of the zeal and the loyalty of the
people. must have inspired Government with hopes ol a
suceessful resistance against t proaching wary and a re=

ciprocal condidence betwed sovernor and tu'luui":
seems Lo have resul l('Ll as much from the danger of the mo-
ment, as from any studied policy on the part of the 3 prese nt
administration.  They who had incurred thie dis pleasure
of the late Governor were treated with contidence, and gra-
dually appointed to sitnations of trust. AR Hi]nrnl of Ua-
nadian Volugeurs was recruited, aml ]u!(l'l umlu the
command of Major De Salaberry of the 60th regiment of
foot. which in the conyse (_‘:.c.];-: war became eminent for
disi pline, and its steadiness in action, as l\'('ll as for the
fieg guing - duties on which it was unremitiing ly L‘mlm,\t‘tl-

On the 18th June, the American Government declared
War acainst Great Britain, and on the 24th, the event was
known at Quebec, where it caused an immediate stagnation
i business. The Province was however now in some meas
sure prepared for defence: yet so bold a measuie on the
part of America necessarily « ed a belief that the cabinet
of Washington must have 1 n some unknown res
sources, which when deve

1:,1 action, would se-

cure the « onguest of these colonies. A notification was
immediately made ll\ the police, that all american citizens
must leave Quebec by the first of July, and be out of
the limits of lhul district on the third of the same month.

On the last day of June, the pe riod was extended by the
Ciovernor’s proclamation : fourteen days were allowed to
5 }l:i'.'
cipally persons who had entered the same in good | uth and
m the prosecution of commercial puhl'lh l)n the zame

SHC americans as were ill Ly ll‘ vince, [iil y i)li

day, proclamations issned imposing an embargo upon the
shippmg in the port, and cor woking the House of Assem-
bly on the 16th of July.

At the opening of the session, the Governor afier briefly

informing the l’m'!i:lrnm-( of the recent declaration of war
by Ameriea, said, he relicd upon the spirit of His Majesty’s
subjects in the pxuunw Lhul autachment and zcal fur the

e«

e R P ——. - <~

Cuar.
|

of V
HICTICR.




42 ADMINISTRATION OF

@uar. religion of their forefathers, their loyalty to théir Soves

¥ ITl.  reign, and their ardent love for the true interests of theip
il! S~y country: and that he should depend implmll)_f under dis
! I8i2.  vine providence, upon their best exertions, aided by the

couwrage and lovalty of the militia, and l.m_v the "E.ll()lll', skill,
and discipline of His Majesty's regular forces, for repelling
every hostile attempt that might be made upon the colony,
He observed with concern that the necessary establishment
of the Militia Forces, together with the varions services and
operations of the approaching campaign, would be attended
with considerable expence, but that he relied upon thei
wisdom and public spirit, for such supplies as the exigens
cies of'affairs might be found to require : he at the same
tine expressed his approbation of the embodied militia,
and his confidence in their increasing discipline, which ‘ens
couraged an expectation that they would materially contris
bute to the defence of their country. -

The public coffers being entirely drained, the Governoy,
to obviate the deficiency, resolved to issue Army Bills pays
able either in cash, or in Government Bills of Exchange on
London, but the concurrence of the Legislature in thig
measure was indispensible, as well to insure their currencyj
as to provide funds for the payment of the interest that
might become due upon them. Two private and confidens
tial Messages were sent to the Hounse of Assembly by the
Governor ; one, submitting to its consideration the neces
sity of immediately strengthening, the hands of government,
by arming him with authority to suppress any attempt to
produce disorder or imsunbordination, and for immediate pus
nishment of any offences which might interrupt or endanger

the public tranquillity, which he trusted the Legislature
) Wwould have the less hesitation in doing, from its conviction
{18

that he could at all times by virtue of his commission avail
himself of the power of declaring martial law to its fullest
extent: and from the persuasion which he trusted was entets
tained by the House, that in seeking from them a partial
. exercise of it, he could have no other object in view than
L the preservation of the tranquillity and welfare of the pros
i vince, with the least possible njury to the public convenis
: ence. The other represented the want . of specie to
8atisfy the demands of the increasing militia and milis
tary establishments, and the impossibility of procuring mos
[ ney to the extent yequired for government bills of exchange.

: He at the same time laid before the House, an opinion.and
LAy
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advice of the Exeentive Council, as to the most effectual
mode of resource from which a deficiency in the circulat-
ing medinm might be supplied, recommending the issue of
Army Bills under certain conditions to the amount of twe
hundred and fifty thousand pounds cmrrency. He theres
fore called upon the House of Assembly for such aid as
might be deemed expedient for the accomplishment of an
object, rendered more peculiarly important by the presens
extraordinary erisis of public affairs, and swongly recoms
mended to them the adoption of such measures as should
inspire confidence in the persons taking these bills, and
guard both the public and individuals against the possibis
bity of any loss to arise from them.

The House of Assembly appears from its silence on the
subject of the former message, to have cautiously declied
any measure tending to sanction a recurrence to martial
law, orat least, to have lefi the responsibility with the Gos
yernor- of exercising in the event of need, those powern
with which he thought himself vested in virtue of his com=
mission : the same House however in the following session
vesolved that martial law could not be legally resorted to,
mnless with the authority of the Provincial Pailiament,

A Bill to ficilitate the cirenlation of Army Bills was ins
troduced, and the liberality of the House ot Assembly sur<
passed the hopes of the Executive. Fifteen thousand
pounds were granted to pay the interest that might become
due upon Army Bills, of which two hundred and fifty thou-
sand pounds were authorized to be put in éweunlation,
¢large Bills of twenty five dollars, and upwards, bearing in«
terest at the rate of four pence per day for every one hun=
dred pounds.) They were made current in the Revenuey
were to have the effect of a legal tender, and were redeems
able at the Army Bill Office, either in cash, or Governmeng
Bills of Exchange on Loundon, at the option of the Com-
mander of the forces. Small bills of four dollars were as
all times payable in cash at the Army Bill Office, Al
eontracts 1 which any distinction should be made be-
tween Army Bills and cash, wereto be void:andat the expi-
ration of five years, all thosewho might then be holders of
such Army Bills, were entitled to receive the amount of the
same with interest due upon them, out of the Provincial
Treasury. To defray the expence ofthe Army Bill Office
in issuing, crculating and cancelling the Army Bills, the
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Legislatuve also aranted the further sam of two thotisand
five hundréd pounds per annum. @ On the first day of
August 1812, this Bill received the Roval Sanc and
the Governor prorooned the Parliiment, w ith ﬂl.:.'t-’-\'.':l'(lg-—
ments for the liberal aid they had orantéd hi ot the
xigencies of thepublic service. Thid seasonable provision
of'the Legislature, at once enabled government to meet thie
demands of the public service, and vevived the public spint
A want of means at so urgent a crisis must have paralysed
the (ll(‘lirlt"- of" government, an I this f‘il‘('l"| stafice alone
might lunv ereated a donbt in the minds of the canddiang
of the indifference of the mother country towards the o4
lony, that would have induced & deéspondency fital to thése
provinces.

Int the mean time the cities of Quebee and Montréal as-
sumed a military aspect. T'he sedentary militia rt--r-{}-n'ly
attended (h i1l and exercise: and all' classos- manifested. i

ard ‘l zeal for llw 11:|\lu' service, veroing upon enthusiasms

On the bth of (the végnlar troops having previously
leti Quebec for 11‘(' (h trict of” Montrea l} the sedentary mis

litia of Quebee commienced warvison duty, and the Mans
treal militia soon followed the example. “On' the: Gth, g
whole militia of the province, were, by a y_;vnvml order,
commanded to hold themselves in readivess to be emb mh'ul
and march to such points-as might be requisite for the dei
fence of the p:nwnu‘: and the flank companies of the Mon«
treal militia, were formed into a battalion and armed.

A riot which oceurred in the nc"lti'hht‘lll‘l‘l(‘rrd of Montreal

at this time, the progress whe 1'm was however prompily
checked by the inte rposition of the military, deservis to'be
mentioned. Some y oung men who had been drafted into'the
embodied militia from l|l(‘ parishrof Point Claire, refused (o
Jjoin the battalion into which they were drafied: fourofthe
‘delir nquents were apprehended after some opposition by tieir
adherents, who having rescued one, th reatened to ‘assome
ble and proceed to I..1|n urie, and bring away such of dheig
friends as had already joined the: embodied milina at that
depit. On the ensuing day, a mob assembled at Lach né,
to the nomber of Iut\\u‘n three and four hundred ( SOMeese
tumate them at a greater number.) of whom, nearly eighty
were armed with fusils and fow ln:_g_j pieces : being “deat 10
renionstrance; it was juclged expedient to call out themili=
taiy, and accordingly the light company of the 40l regis
ment
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mént, and a detachment of artillery with two field pie-
¢es, under the command of Major Plenderleath, proceeded
from Montreal, accompanied with a magistrate: who ripon
arviving at Lachine, remonstrated with the v |
their misconduct. They, in answer, gave him to understand,
that they were informed the militia bill had not been sanc-
tioned by the Governor and Legislative Council, and that
necessarily, the militia law was not in foree. They, how-
ever, with l’t']H‘.‘.lH'(i shouts of Vive le lfuf: declared they
were ready, oneand all, to servethe King against the com-
mon enemy, should the Governor eall for their services.
The ferment was already too high, to hope for any advan-
tage from argument. The Riot Act being therefore read,
the magistrate ordered them to disperse, and upon their re-
fusing to comply, a round shot was fired by the artille Iy,
too high to do injury, in ovder to intimidate them. This was
instantly returned by the mob in a spirited manner, with small
arms: a volley was then fired by the troops with grape and
small arms, but still purposely too elevated to do any harm :
this was also returned by thie mob. - From this determined
resistance, decision became absolutely necessary, and the
troops were ordered to direct their fire against the rioters
who almost immediately dispersed, keeping up a straggling
fire from the bushes, and concealed hy the darkness, which
began to set in. One man was found dead, and ano-
ther dangerously wounded. A few prisoners were taken and
gent to Montreal.  On the following day a detachment of
the Montreal militia, consisting of four hundred and lifiy
men, marched for Point Claire, and from thence to St. Lau~
reat, in the rear of the Island of Montreal, and brought
into town, twenty-four of the delinquents, who, with thir-
teen already in custody, made thirty-seven in all. Many o-
thers came into Montreal to crave the Governor’s pardon,
which, after reproving their misconduct and pointing out
the danger wherein they had placed themselves, he grant-
ed, upon condition of their giving up the deserters of the
embodied militia, and declaring the ringleaders of the
riot. Twelve or fourteen of these deluded men were after-
wards bronght to trial and convicted of riot
condemned to fines and imprisonment.

g, and were

Hostilities had in the mean time commenced in Upper-Cse
nada. and the most brilliant success dawned upon the British
arms in that quarter. Capitain Roberts whe was stationed at
the small post or blogk house of St, Joseph's, situated on an

; "ii\'lud

Cuavr.
Il
-
1812y




Ciiar.
Iil.
LY e
1812,

48 ADMINISTRATION OF

Tsland in Take Huron, to the north west of Mackinac, and
at about forty-five miles distance, on the eizhth of .]nl_vl‘e-
ceived from General Brock, commanding in Upper-Canas
da. a notification dated on the 26th June, of the declars
ation of war, with orders to make an immediate attack upon
Mackinac if practicable: or in the event of an attack by the
Americans upon St. Joseph’s, to defend it to the utmost, orses
treat upon St. Mary’s, a post belonging to the Nm‘th-“_'osi
Company at no great distance, and to make the best possible
defence.” He at the same time received from that officer, 8
nother letter dated the 27th June, suspending the orders
griven in the former letter, from his uncertainty of the des
claration of war. On the eleventh of July, he again received
despatches from Sir Geornee PrEvosT, dated at Quebee
on the 25th June, and from General Brock dated at Fort
George in Upper-Canada, on the 28th June: the former ol
these notifying the war, and directing him to take every
precantion to secure his post against any attempt by the
enemy, and to render eyery assistance in his power consis
tent with the service, to secure the interests ofthe Nonth
West Company, and in case of necessity to effect his res
treat. By the latter, General Brock, being sufficiently ine
formed of the declaration of war by America against (5
Britain, desired Captain Roberts to adopt the most prompt
and effectual measures to ]m-'\-l-~~]uimr-(']I.ul'Mill'I\'ilmL‘. and di=
rected him. in order to effect his purpose, toeall tohis assist=
ance the Indians within his influence, as well as the gentles
men and dependants of the North-West, and South-West
('-:vnpm'si['w'. who might be at, ornear his post, The contrar=
ety of instructions from the two General Officers, with the
great hazard in attempting to Seize upon a post of the
strength and importance of Mackinac to the United States,
which there was reason to presume, had prepared that post
against any emergency, could not fail to perplex Capiain
Roberts, who, not only, was totally nnprepared for an ex=
pedition of such moment, but being 'in a wild and unine
habited conntry, was also, at too great a distance from res
gources to maintain even lis own post against the eneniyy
m_the event of failure in the present enterprise. He, hows
ever, with a'promptitude and decision which reflect hone
or upon his military character, determined upon an attempi
auainst Viackinae, and having commnnicdted his intenti-
ong-to Mr. Pothier, a gentleman of the Sonth-West Com=

at St. Joseph's's he was confirmed. in his resos=
ution, by the approbdtion and zeal with which Me B
con=

any. then
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goncurred in the enterprise: who, to facilitate it, gene-
rovsly threw open the stores of the company, and laid every
thing in them that could contribute to its success, at the
(l.~;. wition of Captain Roberts. He at the same time vo-
lunteered his P rsonal services upon the expedition, at-
tended with abont one hundred and sixty canadian voya-
geurs, one hall’ of whom were armed with muskets and
fowling pieces On the 15th of July, f';illl;lirn RHoberts had
prepared his little armament, consisting of thirty regulars
with two artillery men and a serjeant, one hundied and s
ty canadians, and two iron field pieces, neither of which
in-an emercency could be of much service : when an ex-

’

press arvived with a despateh from General Brock, of the
foarth of the same month, leaving it entirely at his discre-

! her offenstve ov defensi

Lon o atopt e e measures, as
prudence might dictate.  From this last despatch, coupled

with his instrnctions from the Commander of the forces. of

the 25th of June, in which no allusion was made to an
attempt upon Na ¢ : Capt. Roberts felt that the whole
yesponsibihity of the enterprise devolved upon himself], and
that incalenlable evil mast vesnit o the Upper Provinee in
the event of falore. Finding his men in tigh spirits, he
was determined to persevere at all events, an | on the 16th

! [ i ) ]
ol July he sei out with s tlotilla of boats and canoesz

)
cotivuyed by the Caledonia brig belonging te the Novih
Woest Company, loaded with stores and provisions. On the

ensmny mo nine, e edocied his lan il}li‘ ")>'.:1| _ "'i!.‘.."|.“|'1:‘
without opposi and immediately summoned the pare
rison to surren which alter a few minutes was cone

l~|.:‘\.i with. without the efiusion of a 1!!'(1{! of bloaod. (';‘gi i,

Roberts in resolving upon an attack azainst Mackinae,

had imposed an embargo upon all boats and canoes at St,

'l""r\l“."' by which means

_ all communication was cut off,
nor :.:nl the american Officer any certain int« :J_‘ nce of'tl
declaration of war previous to the arrival of the British be-
fore Mackinac,® A jnantty of military stores of every de-
| in the fort,
|i-l|l|'-." vere

}iclli-uun s-::l:n:'w l:vl'l‘.h‘ Inl,l;.l‘.l ll‘;Hll‘ was f:l'.:f
Two vessels loaded with furs not aware of the

decoved into Mackinae, but the property was restored to

wd of elaims afterwards

the proprietors, i_. ovder of al
heldat Montreal, at which Major General De Rottenburgh
presided.  Lhis achievement, eflected by the promptiwnde
and judicious arrangenients of Capt. R. not only inspired

& > I M

BT rrison at Muackinae (eorrectly calle i £104C) consest-
fdof a Captain’s Comwand of BeyenLy-hve mes,
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the people with conlidence and gave a turn to the preseng
campiign fatal to the views of America, but by enabiig
us to maintain our influence among the Indian nations of
the west, which otherwise must have been lost, essentially
contributed to the successiul strueele alterwards maintamed

acainst the american arms m  Upper-Canada, General
Lull after the captare of his army and the fall of l):Lmil,
in his official despatch, relative to these events, attributes
his disasters to the fall of Mackinac ; after the surrender of
which, alinost every tribe and nation of the '11(“-11&.‘.'\'.\(."\‘!!1.
a pait of the Mia nies and Delawares, north from beyond
Lake .“:J'ln'-:';;n‘. west from Iw_\!mtl the 7\11.‘\?\‘5.‘1"1“;)[, south
fiom Ohio and the Wabash, and east from every part of
Upper-Canada, and from all the intermediate country Jomed
1 open hostitity against the army he commanded.

Previons to the declaration of war, the American governs
ment had concentrated their army at Detroit, and in the
Michigan Territory, under the command of Brigadier Gés
neral H (an olficer bred in the revolutionary war,) with
the intent offollowing up their declaration of war, by an i
mediate invasion of Upper-Canada, and bythat means i@

- P} N
itercept the Briush inliuence over the Indians, as well 8
to maintain co-operating relations with such forces as might
be elsewhere engaged against the British Provinces.

On the 12th of July, this Officer, possessed of discretions
ary authority from his Government, and having as he
thought a sufficient force to secure an easy and victorious
progress in the Upper Province, crossed without opposition
tiom Detroit to Sandwich on the British side, with an army
of about fifteen hundred men, Here he established s
head quarters, and issued a Proclamation, memorable from
the positive and pompons tone in which he anticipates the
easy conquest of Canada, and the hostile threat of extermi:
nation and indiseriminate slaunghter of every white man who
should be found fighting by the side of an Indian.* Gene
ral Brock upon receiving this proclamation at Fort George
1ssued on the 22d July a proclamation as remarkable for ¢
solid reasoning and dignity of its language, as that of the
American, for its pre samption.  He immediately convok
ed the Provincial Parlinment, which assembled on the
28th at York, the capialof Upper Canada: and in the
mean time Liw:s:ucnctl Colonel Procior with such reinforce

* Seé¢ Appendix C,

melits
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ments as could be spaved,
bevsthns

neral Hu

to assume the command at Am-
, then in charge of Lieut. Col. St. George. Ge-
Il remained for some time inactive, under pretext
of making preparation to prosecute the cz npaign with vis
gour; but it was the fallacious hope of an early msurrection in
lli\l!\ul thatlnlled him into a supineness fatal to the sati Ly
of his a LY.

Ainherstburgh lay but eighteen miles below
lnm. and the mud and picketed fortification of that post
was not in a condition to make resistance
El{.;l'. I l!l‘.\lll"!ll'.:'!

nst a reg ilar
confident of an easy LUl.q..<‘~'[._ll:l(i notas
yei a single cannon or mortar mounted, and to endeavour to
take it at the pni! t of the bayonet he thoug!
During this l!.-!.l\‘
cari : three det

it inexpedient,
is situation became more and more pre-
nts from his army were on tiiree

In aten back by a handful of the 4 st regi-

v Indians, from the bridee over the River Ca=
nard, threee miles from Amherstburgh, which they endea-
youred to seize, in ord

successive da
ment and a

r to open the route to that [lnsl.
Another detachment, in attempting to ford the river higher
up, was put to flight by a -u"1|l party of eighteen or 1mmy
Indians who lay coneealed in the grass, llu-v'n"m pal

strick at their sudden an ‘.11[(1llﬂln yell, fled with prec .}al-
tancy, lr.nil' r their arms, accoutrements and haversacks.
The British d.... » of war Queen Charlotte carrying eighteen
twenty-four p unders, lay in the Detroit River opposite the
month of the river ( (lll.khl so that 1t was ipossible for the
A 'Iu;:lh Lo convey IW wale

to Amherstburgh any artille-
ry. ol which afler much labour e vy had at llﬂl mounted iy
twenty-four pounders. Lieutenant Rollette
the ihrlr[[

WO
conunanding
Brig Hunter, had on the 3d of July at about
ten o’clock n {'In' forenoon, by a bold attempt in his barge
with only six men, succeeded in ¢ apturing the (a{ljrlfff,;:«!"
Packet bound from Miami river to Detroit, with troops, and

* The merit of thisgallant action which greatly contributed to mar the plans
of General

ull, by the total Tos: of all his ho.pital stores, has been more than
onc 4 ivedly atrmbut te erson who never saw the fm,l(z.h-'.l uiit il
Lieut. Rollette had brought hey into harbour, to thes |r]m;-‘ and. admira-
tion |.'nuu one present. I is no more (han justice, to which ' Lieut. Rotl lte
ixstricily entitled, 1o assert that his service upon I.a!\-' Erie, while h -
manded the Munter, and until be was comp ul| 48 a Provincian Oppicen 10
fall iy the rear of the Lieutenants of the ll\n\ AL Navy, were uniformly sues
eesfal,and ! ot heen excelled by any thing per kes by the
officers of the ] reeded (he proviveial officers, T Were
rim tactics, and cheri

1

perhaps s lied a hearty though mistaken um-cl‘lpl
for the ar fcans, in wi ..l; they iave heen since nnqu\ undeceived. The
clal officers were surely not less hrave, thongh more plmh‘nl than the

d a8 things have mrned out, our fleets on Lakes and Champlain
Il have been eatrusted to provincial, as navy officers, The former
Wilh one or tweexceplions, have been always more :ucm:.lul on the lakes

than thelaiter,
load-
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loaded with bagaage and the Hospital Stores of the Ameriy
can army. the loss off which was now erely teit. Mis
chilimackinac in his vear, had been taken since the com<
mencement of the invasion, while the Indians from tha
guarter were flock ing in to the British standard. Our nas
val foree being superior on the lake, Colonel Proctor pushs
ed overto Brownstown, a village nearly umnhlln 1o Amhberse
burgh, twenty miles below Detwroit, a small detachment of
the 4lstregiment under the command of Caprain Tallod
with a few Indinns, who on the fifth of Aungust f"ll"l{"lﬂd
and routed a party of two hundred Americans under | lHjDI
Vanhorne. on their way from Detroit to the river Raisin, @
oot a detachment of volunteers fiom Ohio undes Captain
Biish, with a convoy of pumunm for the ' armiy. In thus
affuir a quantity of booty. and Ge: uml Hull’s (h»-p"u.he-s 10
the Seeretary at war, fell into the bands of the victom
whereby the de ploval sle state of the American armv was liss

&losed ; and Colonel Proctor lost no time in sending overd
reinforcement of one hundred of the 4 lst vext, with song
militia and four hundred Indians, the whole comman-id
by Majer Muir. under proteciion of the Hun ook
war. [athe imtenim, the American General received a dess
p'fi:.;i i‘l'(?ﬂl(l“"ﬂ(‘i'n!]" Hall on. the ‘\.Au‘-_"i!.;l Hhoner, 10 tituﬂ,o
tin7 Lthat he could not expect a co-operation i that quaiter
which would have created a diversion in his favour. Such

Bey

was the hopeless state of things when the American General
began to be sensible of his danger, His army hemmed i
on every side, eut off’ from its resources, and Liourly wisis
ing away with defeat, death, sickness and fatigne, unsije
ported by an insurrection of the country people in his fivey
ed by any co-oper rating army, and above all diss
on ¢t 4 nl-

and unai
mayed at the report of (General Brock’s resol
wance against hiw ;- his schemes ol conguesi vanis hed, wod
m the sinking state ol his affairs, he saw no other alternauye
than a retreat to Detroit; under pu‘wu(‘nnl there concehe
trating his main army, and after re-opening his communiea-
tion with the river Raisin and Miami, through which higye
ceived the whole of his supplies, to resume oflensive operas
tions against Upper-Canada. Accordingly on the evening
of the seventh and the morning of the eis '1‘[|l of Angust, the
whole of his army except a garrison of two hundred and
ty men and a few artillery left in charge of'a small fortress
th(“s had throw n up on the British Nl'lt'. a little below De
troit, re-crossed the river. General Hull now detached &
body of six hundred men under Lieutenant Colonel Mllct

tQ
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%0 dizslodge the British from Brownstown, and open the com-
munication with the rivers Raisin and Miami, upon which
the existence of his army depended. On the ninth, this de-
gachment was met by the British and Indians under Major
Muir, at Maguago, between Brownstown and Detroit, who,
afier a desperate battle, in which the Americans lost seventy
five men, were obliged to retreat with inconsiderable losg
eompared with that of the Americans. On the seventh
Lieutenant Rollette with the boats of the Queen Charlotie
and Hunter, under cover of the guns of the latter, attacked
and captured a eonvo of eleven batteanx and boats having
on board fifty-six of their wounded, and two English prison-
ers, on their way from Maguago to Detroit, escorted by twe
hundred and fifty American troops on shore. :

Amidst these reverses of fortune, the American Meneral
was startled at a summons to surrender the Fort of Detroit,
by General Brock, who, after having closed the publie
business prorogued the Parliament, and collecting a fow
regnlars and militia, with incredible exertion, had reached
Ambherstburgh on the 135th of August. So resolute a de-
mand, struck the American Commander with dismay, wo
at the worst had never contemplated a parsuit into his own
territory by the British., He still however maintained suf-
ficient presence of mind to return a prompt and positive res
fusal, upon receipt of which, the British, who now aecnpied
the ground lately in possession of the enemy in front of De-
troit, where they threw up a battery under the directions of
Captain Dixon of the Royal Engineers, commenced atabout
four in the afternoon on the fifteenth, a brisk cannonade npomn
Detroit, from two 5% inch mortars, one eighteen, and two
twelve pounders, under the management of Captain Hall,
of the Provincial Navy, with a party of sailors, which was
continued for npwards of an hour with great effect. Early
onthe morningof thesixteenth, the cannonaderecommenced,
while General Brock with about seven hundred regulars and
militia. and six hundred Indians, crossed the river without
oppesition at the Spring Wells, three miles below Detroit un-
der cover of the Queen Charlotte and Hunter. This small
but resolute force, afier forming upon the beach, advanced
in colamn, flanked on the left by the Indians, with the river
of Detroit on their right, and took (at the distance of a mil?)
a position-in-line; infront of the american fort, into which the
enemy had retived. Here every preparation was making
foran vnwediate assault, when to the surprise of bothariuics
: a
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]., Ciar. a white Flagwas seen flying upon the walls of the Fort, andl
] o 111. a u‘u-ssvll_-_ref' advancing ‘with proposals from t!v‘v ,\'-H'rilcml
’Ef S~ General to capitulate. Lientenant Colonel M:Donell of th
h," ¢ iBle. Militia, and Major Glegg of the 49th regiment, :\M-(lo-f_'mnp

1 to Cieneral Brock, immediately proceeded by his orders 9
‘ the tent of the American General, where they in a fow mis
nutes dictated the terms of capitulation. By this the
whole of theamerican army, including a detachment of three
hundred and fifty men under Colonels McArthur and Cass;
Surrender of despatched on the 14th for the viver Raisih toescort the pros«
pess visiona in charge of Captain Brush from thence to Detroily
became prisoners of war: and Detroit with the Michigan
territory, were surrendered to the British arms without the
effusion of a single drop of British bleod. 'The american
statements of their own strength, nearly coincide with the
british reports, which make it two thousand five hunidred
men regulars and militia. - The militia were paroled and pers
mitted to return home, on condition of not serving during
thic present war. - The regulars were sent down to_Quebec;
The British force including Indians, isacknowledged by the
enemy to have consisted of only one thousand and thifty
men or thereabout. Our own, and perhaps the more correct
reports, state it to have consisted of three hundred and
thirty regular troops, four hiundred militia, and six hundred
¥odians, who, upon the present occasion, are said not to have
sullied the glory of the day by any wanton acts of savage
barbarity incident to the Indian mode of warfare. Twenty-
five pieces of iron and eight pieces of brass ordnance, (the
latter chiefly of those taken from us in the revolution) with
an immense quantity of Stores of every description, and one!
armed brig, called the John Adams (afterwards named De-
troit) fell into the hands of the British.

Thus ended this rash and imbecile attempt at the con=
i quest of Upper-Canada. The loss of Mackinac and Detroits
with the flower of their army at the outset of the war, wasa

disgrace which filled the American government with cone

R sternation and alarm, as their plans of agerandisement were
notonly totally defeated, but their whole western frontier laid:
open to the inroads of hostile Indians, and at the mercy
of'a people still warm with indignation at the Jate invasion,

~ General Brock having issued a proclamation addressed
! to the inhabitants of the Michigan Territory, confirming
- | them in the full enjoyment of their property, laws and relis

¢y
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fion, left Colonel Proctor in command of Detroit, and red
turned to York, where hearrived on the twenty seventh of
Angust, amidst the heartfelt acclamations of a grateful
people, rescued by his promptitude from the ignominy of
submitting to a conqueror. In the short space of nineteen
days, he had with the assistance of his parliament, settled the
public business of the Provinee, under the most trying cir-
tumstances that a commander could encounter, and hav ing
united and prepared his little army, had effected a long and
fatiguing march of some hundreds of miles ; and with nieans
incredibly limited, had repelled aninvading enemy of dou-
ble his force, pursued him into his own territory, and finals
ly compelled him to surrender his whole army: thus
(‘:\'lvluling the British dominion without l!l(}”d\h’(\-l’ over
an extent of territory almost equal to Upper-Canada. The
humbled, the fallen General Hull, with tlie officers and men
ofhis army, wereintroduced into Montreal, on theevenine of
the Gth of September, in a triumphal though mock Proces-
sion, amidst the shouts of a scornful multitude, indignant at
the savage threat of extermination he had breathed in lLis
proclamation at the outset of his invasion. The Commander
of the forces however, received himwith every mark of atten-
tion due to his rank, and unsolicited, allowed him to return
to the States upon his parole ; but his officers with few ex-
ceptions, were sent to Quebec,

Our little navy on lake Erie, and on lake Ontario, though
the enemy were making the most active exertions, still
maintained a decided ascendency, and upon it depended
the safety of Upper-Canada and the future fate of the British
Provinces. General Brock intended to have followed up
his first success by an attempt upon Niagara, a fort nearly
opposite to Fort George ; which in all probability as well
as Oswego, and Sackets Harbour, the nursery of the enemy’s
fleet and forces, would have yielded to the terror of his
name and the tide of success that attended his arms : but
controuled by hisinstructions, he was prevented from adopt-
ing wmeasures, which probably, might have for ever blasted
the hopes of America in the Upper Province.

The Commander of the british forces, eonscious of the ins
feriority of his strength, and uncertain of reinforcements
from home, seemed to have adopted a defensive system, ra-
ther than imcur the risk of wasting his army in hazardous en-
$erprises which in case ot'ﬁ:ilutrle might lead to disasters ruine

- o
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ous to the provinces entrnsted to his charce. Forbearanca
towards America had long been the known and favorite
policy of Great Britain and there is canse to believe that Sie
GeorGe Prevost acted in the present instance, pursuant
to divections from his Majesty’s government, which in the
hopes of a speedy termination of the (l_iﬂ;'rr‘m‘('ﬁ with ;\I!‘.e.
rica, studied by temporizing, to avoid measures tending
to widen the breach, or giveroom to the american people (@
embark in the quarrel of their government.

Major General Dearborn Commander in Chief of the
Forces of the United States, had soon after the commenees
ment of hostilities fixed his head quarters at Greenbush
near Albanv. which was converted into a military (lf'pot,
with a view of collecting an army to overawe Lower-Canada,
and by preventing succours to the upper province, afford
General Hull a facility in his accomplishment of the cone
qnest of that province. Here, he received towards the end of
July or in the commencement of August, despatches from Sit
Gronce Prevost, by the Adjutant General, Colong
Baynes, bearing a flag of truce, notifving the repeal of the
Orders in Council transmitted from Halifax by Mr. Foster
the late Minister in America. A proposition accompanying
these. ofthe propriety of suspending hostilities, until the plea
sitre of the President of the United States should be knnvm,
was submitted to the American (General, under the hopes
that this conciliatory measure, removing the alledged prince
pal ground of difference between the two nations, would be
met by a corresponding disposition on the part of thea-
merican government. General Dearborn readily consented
to an Armistice, (except as to:General Hull, who, he sai
acted under the immediate directions of the Secretary at waty)
and forwarded the despatches to his government, which
niisconstruing this friendly proftor, into weakness, ora sense
of dangeron the part of'the British Commander, and probie
bly finshed with the prospectof subjugating Upper Canady
refused to ratify the Armistice. Messengers, had in the mean
time bheen tlif;;wnthe'll to Upper Canada to inform Genersl
Brock of the provisional Armistice agreed upon hetween the
British and American Commanders. but the pnmq'-'}mdeof
that officer had secnved Detroit before:their aprival #

* Geseral Hull was; some monthe after hisveturn to the United States, ang
aflor ing been regularly exchanged, tried hy ; cral conrt martial forhis
in this campaign. He was found gnilev and septenced to beshol

0
{lli' beingzecommendod on necpnntof his services 1n the revolutionary war, I

CHAP.

was pardoned by the President of the United Siutes.,
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CHAPTER IV.

FEVIT American government chagrined with disappoint-

ient and the disgrace of the late campaign, which, e-

ven 1 their own estimation, had obliteratedthe glories of the
revolutionary war, resolved to strain every sinew to retrieve
the taded lustre of their arms. The capim‘v of the Cruer-
ricra by the United Suates frigate Constitution, a ship far
Gll‘:"'.l‘ll' to the former, in tonnage, weight of metal, and

-~

the nuwinber of her men, aflorded some solace to ther
woiuded pride. The american forces on the confines of
Lo wer Canada, under the immediate conmand of General
l) wrborn were iHJ.'e';blt]; rapndly. and threatene : VWor L1 ll
\\';l" I :\‘]‘iili': ‘!):. Hi. -'llr‘li— san l the ”-lw Hown roa { neir
force ac Niagara, and on the Niagara frontier nnder Briga-
dier General Van Ransalaer, was aly ady formidable, and
adorded good grounds of apprehension to General Brock
ol by trruption from that quarter: while General Har-
rison war acuvely employed in collecting an army at the Ri-
ver Hamsin near Dewroit, from the Ohio, and the State of

Wentueky., The naval establishiment at Sacket’s Harbour
in. the wean ume increased  with  prodigious celerity,
aml the ascendenncy of their feet on lake Oniario was
b".' the indefanecable exertions of ( ommodore Chaunc 'y

now alinost jncontestibly established.

It was, as yet uncerwin at what point their main force
would be Jdwvected : or whether their objeet was by a combine-

ed. movement to overwhelm both provinces at the same

embled, were
) | Sk -
writish lorces,

e \ T3
msiant, I'he shewy lecions they had as

however, rather disdained than dreaded by the |

who were supporied by a brave and loyal militia, animated
to: enthusiasm in  the eanse 1 which they were engaze l.,
ahile the Americans averse by education, and their indes
pesdant habiis of hie, to the wholesome constramts of
chsciphine, and the subordination of'a camp, conld hardly be
organized into the semblance ofan army, which nothing
but the allurements of aspeedy conquest. and anabun-

dant haivesi of spoil, could prevent from dispersing,
A Cordon was formed along the frontiers of Lower-Cana=
da, lromr Yemaska to St. Regis. where the line of separa-
H =2 fion
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- v » ~ 1 1
on hetween the United States and Lower-Canada, tonches

» B, Lawrence, consisting of the Canadian Voltigeurs,
nd partof the embodied militia. A light brigade of the
1312, elite of the forces, vegular and militia, was formed at Blajg
] findie, under the command of Lientenant-Colonel Young
: of the 8th regt. consisting of the flank companies of the
Bth, 100th, 103d, |(a'ui|i|(>|1!s, with the Canadian Feng-
t bles, the flank ('o;n|::l.|iivs of the 1st Battalion of embodied
militia, and a small brigade of the Royal Artillery, with
gix field pieces,

The road to the United States, from the camp of Blai
findie (or I'Acadie) through Burtonville and Odletown,
~was cut up, and rendered impracticable by abbais, gnd
every precaution was taken to prevent a sudden irruphion
of the enemy from that quarter. The Voltizeurs, with ex-
traordinary perseverance, effected this fatiguing daty in
: the course of a very short time, under the superintendance

of their commanding officer Major De Salaberry.

The slender reinforcements that arrived this summes
were barely sufficient to relieve the citizens of Quebec for
a short time from garrison duty. They consisted of the 105
Regiment from England, and a battalion of the 1st (or Roy-
al Scots) from the West Indies, with a few recruits for other
regiments: and it was evident that the mother country une
abie at the present moment to Hl(])}ﬂ}' the necessary aid
for the defence of these provinees, committed their destiny
to the loyalty and patriotism of the canadian population,.

In September, another battalion of the militia was e
bodied, principally from the Montreal militia, and placed
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, and

| called the Fifth Baualion (afierwards Canadian Chassenrs).

The North-West Company raised a corps of Voyageurs,

: which was disbanded in the ensuing spring, while the

: merchants and tradesmen of the Ist Battalion of Monttes
al sedentary militia, in order to avoid the rigour of the mi-
litia’ Laws, which admitted of no substitutes, organised

h themselves into four companies of volunteers for gnﬁm
guty and field service in case of emergency.

From the capture of Detroit and the American army nne

der General Hull, we have nothing of any importance to re-

Jate until the battle fni'(.)uvonsmwn. The predatory ineur-

T pions of the enemy in the meantime, deserve to be noticed.

L 4
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On the sixteenth of September, a brigade of batteaux load-
ed with stores, and about one hundred and thirty eight
troops, under the command of Major Heathcote of the
Royal Newfoundland Fencibles, were n'urp:'i'/,ml and nearly
taken by a party of five hundred Americans, at Matilda, in
their ronte to Upper Canada. The enemy having crossed
over before day light in the morning from the Americanside,
effected a landing unperceived upon a small island at a
little distance from the British shore. They concealed them-
selves in the bushes, and sent a party to secure a man by
the name of Towssaint, the only inhabitant upon the isl-
and. Early in the morning, the batteaux were seen advan-
cing, and in the eagerness of the Americans to observe them
through a broken glass in his hut, Toussaint stole out and
reaching the shore, gotinto his canoe unobserved. The
Americans upon discovering his escape fired upon him,
while he, by shouting and making signals, apprized the bat-
teaux of' their danger, winch then precipitately made ior the
shore. A gun boat which escorted this party, immediately drop-
{de down from behind the island and opened a fire upon the
atteaux, while two large boats loaded with troops were
seen crossine from the American shore, and making for the
upper end of the Channel between the island and the Bri-
tish shore, with a view of taking the Briush batteaux in
flank. They progeeded without interruption until upon
entering the channel, when a body of militia under Captain
Ault, opened a most destructive fire upon them. One fied
for shelter behind the island, while the other made for its
shore and abandoned the boat with precipitancy, leaving a
number of killed and wounded. They kept up a brisk tire
for some time from the Island under cover of the buslics,
but upon the arrival of a reinforcement of militia from a
neighbouring township, under Captain Munro, they retired
from the island with considerable loss. (exaggeratcd by
some statements to fifty seven killed) and returned to theig
own shore, having completely failed in their enterprise.

A party of one hundred and fifty Americans under Cape
tain Forsyth, near the same time crossed over from Gravels
Iy point to Gananoque, some miles below Kingston, fron
whence they dislodged a party of filty militia, and took
possession of a quantity of arms and ammunition, which
hey carried away afier burning the Store and a small quan-
tity of provisions. Their conduct is represented to have
been disgraceful towards the defenceless inhabitants, who

- lht"
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they weré prevented by the officers from plundering, dffef
some’ diffientley.  Four men [ound in the hospita! and &
Dragoon intercepted by them on his way to Kingswon, tg
SIVE notice o1 their aj :-um; li, were made l‘-tir()llt-ln and cars

ried away by ths party.

From' the frequent interruption of the convoys fromd
Monitreal, or rather Lachine, to Kingston in Upper Cana a,
By e Amerrcans at Ogdensburgh opposite P H'-'LlH.. Colow
nel Lethibridoe commanding the latrer, formed the desigit
ot d ring the enemy and possessing himselt of ”"dH'ﬂ-
Burah. Wit
fo:ce of seven hundred and bty men regulars and .nlllll.!,
and having collected a sufficient number of batteanx, he
prshed off in the forenoon of the 4th of October, under cos
ver ota cannonade from Prescot, with twenty five battesug
escoited by two gun boats. They advanced withont G0
sttion, until nud-channel, when [!u‘ enemy ope ened a (remiens
of artillery, which checke el their progress,
mediatcly ensued, and they were L'l'l“.‘.;,:'!h-d
eat, with the loss of three meff
The Americans were commands
oy adier Greneral Brown, and are said to have bes
haved with miuech coolness and intre | idity.  This enterprise
undertaken without the sanction of the Commander of the
Forces, was censured by him : and the public epinion cons
demned it as rash and l'“ mature.

b a view to effect his purp n*-e‘. he assembled d

On the ninth of October, the armed brig Detroit, te«
eently taken at Detroit, and the brig Caledonia withs
guantity of Fars belonging to the North-West ('mnpam’
having arvived the preceding day from Detroit with prison-
wn, weré boarded opposite f-n[ Erie befbre the dawn of

iy by a party of u pwards of two hundred Americans in
boats manned by seamen.  They suceeeded in cutting the
« 5. and the vessels drified towards the American shore:
=

the Caledonia gronnded at Black Rock. and the Detroit
upon Sgquaw Island a small disiance from the  American
e1de, I'lie crow affer a sevore con test m-lnd made pamm-
ers. a party of'men from Fort Erie sueceeded in ho.ndmg

and dismanthing her in @ tog, under & warm five of the ené
miy, and at about ten at night she was blown up. Some
L}:- were lost npon this'occasion : amon: o the Americans 8
Major. Cayler, who was killed by a shot from Fort Erie, a8
he was riding along the beach on the opposite side of the
¥aver, Gres
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(Feneral Brock, who, withunwearied diligence had watch-
¢d the motions of llu American army wupon the N agara
frontier, commanded by Major General Van Ransala T,
was convinced from the movements he had observed on the
American shore, thatan invasion was premeditated, and
kept his little army upon the alert.  On the 4th of October
an American spy was sent over to the British side, who re-
twned with information to the American General, that
General Brock had moved on to Detroit with all the fhrce
that could be spared, Encouraged by these false news, eve-
ry in:'pmu.tlun was taken for a .!u cent upon QQueenstown,
On the morning of the 1lth, their forces were cone
centrated at l:{‘\\hl\)\\]i. opposite Queenstown, with a
yiew of making an immediate attack upon the latter s
but through the neglect or cowardice of the officer
entrusted with preparing and conducting the boats to
the place of embarkation, the attack miscarried. Early in
the morning of the 13th, their forces were again concen-
trated at Lewistown, and the troops embarked under cover
of n_commanding battery of two eighteen and two six
pounders. This movement being soon discovered, a Lrisk
fire was opened upon them from the British shore, by the
troops, and from three batteries. The Americans comn
eda canncnade to sweep theshore, but with little eftect. 'T

first division under Colonel Van Ransalaer, effected their

l.mdmg Illl\l.\sl‘lvt:ll under the lu‘.‘_? ts a little above Queens-
town, and mounting the ascent with firmness and alacrity.,
attacked and carried an eighteen pounder battery, and
dislodged the light company of the 49th regiment. The
enemy were in the mean time pusiung over in boats, ang 1 nc

withse tanding the current and eddies, which in t‘ 1s part of
the river are numerons and rapid, and atremendons dis-
cl » of artillery which shattered many of 11. ir boats

persevered with dauntless resolution, and effected a lan !i;r

; AL hera thies 1
close upon Queenstown, where they were opposed by t
i{z‘;-nutllvrs of the 49th H«';“!l. and the York .‘«)lﬂ weer |
1

i, witha lv'c-rnlinz.l'.i{.-!l veraing upon des 'I sration.

L‘il.lh.lﬁfl‘ became l(':l'.l‘tlir‘. The B 'i"l bein
1'.1[11 numbers, were c:m:;u-“l-i! 10 retire some
to a hollow. General Brock having heard the
areived at that moment, with his Provineial Aid
Lt. Col. M‘Donell from Niagara (at [lr- grey of the
] ) and having rallied the grenadiers of his f avorite 4

as lea '.ill!;"‘l!]"“lunﬂij l’llt k‘!»lil'l‘_:l‘k when Ei' werved o s
ballin his breasty which almostunmicdiately teruinated his oy,
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Cusr. istence. The only words he uttered were “ push on the brage
Lv. York Volunteers” when he fell from his horse, and hi
W~ corpse remained for some time in the power of the enemy.
1812, In the interim, the light company supported by a party of
the Yorkers rallied, and reascended to dislodge the enemy

trom the heights. '['hp)’ formed and advanced to the Chargc
exposed to a smart fire, but finding the enemy posted b

bind trees, so that a charge could have little effect, they de

sisted, and separating, posted themselves in like manne,

and k('])t up a smart fire for some time. Lieut, Col:
M Donell who had joined them while in forming fop
the charge, and was encouraging the men, received a ball
in his back, as his horse, which had been wounded, was
in the act of wheeling. He survived his wound twenty
four hotrs in the most excruciating pain. The Americans
having effected their landing with an overwhelming force,
the British were obliged to give way, and suspend the fight
until the arrival of reinforcements, leaving the Ameéricans
in possession of the heights. General Sheaffe soon came
up with a reinforcement of three hundred men of the 4ist
regiment, two companies of militia, and two hundred and
fifiy Indians. Reinforcements having also arrived from Chip-
pawa, the British General collected his whole force amount-
ing to u'[':\\'un‘.c of eight hundred men, and leaving two
ficld pieces with about thirty men under Lieutenant Hols
croftof the Royal Artilleryinfront of Queenstown, asa check

to prevent the enemy from occupying the village, proceeded

by a circuitous route to gain the rear of the heights upon

which the enemy were posted. The Indians being more

alert than the troops first surmounted the hill, and com-
menced the attack, but were repulsed and fell back upon
themainbody, who formed with celerity, and upon the word,
advanced to the charge under a heavy shower of musketty.
The British sat up a shoutaccompanied with the war-whoop

of the Indians, andadvanced at the double quick or runnin
yace, when the Americans struck with terror, gave way ani
fled in all directions, some concealing themselves in the
bushes, others precipitating themselves down the precipice
were either killed by the fall, or drowned in the attemptto

swim the river. A terrible slaughter ensued, by the Indians,
whose vengeance it was impossible to restrain, until a white
flag wes observed aseending the hill with offers of an un-
sonditional surrender which weve accepted. An armistice
of'three days was proposed by the American and granted by
the Bridish General, m oyder to take care of (heir wounrla(‘i

ang
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and bury their dead, on condition of destroying their bat- Crap.
teaux, which was immediately complied with. ~ One General LV.
Officer (Wadsworth) two Lieut. Colonels, 1 Majors, o Py
multitnde of Captains and Subalterns, with nine hundyed 1819;
men, one field prece, and a stand of Colonrs, were the uits
ofthis important victory; and itis computed that the eng my

must have lost in killed, wounded, missing and prisoners,
ll])';\';ll'ifv-‘ of fifteen hundred men. The action lasted om
fourin the morning until near four o’clock in the afiornd on,
and though vanquished, the obstinacy with which tliey con-
testedt the honor of the day, reflects credit upon the enc-
my. General Van Rensselaer, before the arrival of tlie
reinforcements from Niarara under General Sheaffo, findine
the fate of the day still undetermined, his troops almost e
hausted with firtigue, and falling short of ammunition, had
returned to the ll[I‘.i.'!il':Ill h!ll"{('. LO urge across ren fore O=
ments trom the embodied militia, but they, notwithstan ling
every menace, and entreaty on his part, unanimously
refused. In this dilemma he wrote a note to Genegal
Wadsworth, who remained with the Americans on the
Queenstown heights, forming ‘him of the situation of
things, and leaving the course to be pursued, much to his
own judgment, assuring him if he thought best to retreat,
he would send as many boats as he could command, and
cover hisretreat by every fire hecouldmake.  But before the
latter had time to resolve upon any mode (Irr-l‘(‘ﬂl'i!}f or re=-
treat, the spirited advance of the British had decided the
fate of the day, T'he Britishat fort Erie under the command
of Lt. Colonel Myers, silenced the enemy’sfire at Black
Rock, and blew up a barrack with a considerable depot of
ammunition, The Caledonia lately captured by the enemy
was almost destroyed at her moorings. A well directed fire
from Fort George also silenced the enemy’s Batteriea on the
otheér side of the river, from whence they fired red hot shot
upon the wooden buildingsin the neighbourhood of Forg
deurg(’. .

Thus ended m their total discomfiture, the second dte
tempt of the Americans to invade Upper-Canada. The loss
of the British is said to have been about twenty killed ine
cluding Indians, and between, fifiy and sixty wounded,
The fall of General Brock theidolof thearmy, and of the peo-
ple of Upper Canada, was an irreparable loss, and cast a
shade over the glory of this dear-bought victory. He was
@ native of Guernsey of anancient and reputable farily disa
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tinguished in the profession of arms. He had served foy
many vears in Canada,and in some of the principal came
paigns " in Europe. He commanded a detachment of hig
favorite 49th Regiment, on the vx}mlilinn to ("'n])t’nhagm
with Lord N elson, where he distinguished himself. He wasune
of those extraordinary men who seem born to influence
mankind, and mark the age in which they live. Conscios
of the ascendency of his genius over those who surrounded
him, he blended the mildest of manners, with the seyer
ity and discipline of a camp, and though his. deportment
was somewhat grave and imposing, the noble franknessof
his character imparted at once confidence and respectto
those who had occasion to approach his person. As a sol-
dier he was brave to a fault, and not less judicious than
decisive in his measures. The energy of his character wis
strongly expressed in his countenance,and in the robustand
manly symmetry of his frame. As a Civil Governor, e
was firm, prudent and equitable. In fine, whether, wt
view him as a Man, a Statesman or a Soldier, he equally
deserves the esteem and respect of his contemporaries and
of posterity. The Indians who flocked to his standard
were attached to him with almost enthusiastic affection, and
the enemy even expressed an involuntary regret at hisun-
timely fall. His prodigality of life, bereft the countryof
his services at the early age of forty-two years. The re
mains, of this gallant Officer, were, during the funeral seryies,
honored with a discharge of minute guns from the Ametis
can, as well as British batteries, and with those of
his faithiful Aid-de-Camp Lieut. Colonel M*Donell, wee
interred in the same grave at Fort George, on the 16th
October, amidst the tears of an affectionate soldiery and
a orateful people, who will cherish his memory with venes
ration, and hand to their posterity the imperishable name
of BROCK.

The civil and military commands in Upper-Canada now
devolved upon Major General Sheafie, a friend and fellow
soldier of his illustrious predecessor. He paroled General
Wadsworth and some of the principal officers; the remaits
der were sent to Quebec. Among the American prisones
twenty-three men were found, who having declared theu-
selves British born subjects were sent to England for trialas
traitors, This gave occasion to relaliate upon British pri-
soners in America, and a like nuiber of the latter were put
o close confinenient as Hostages for the safety of ihe

" traitory




St GeEorGceE PPrEVOST. 65

traitors, by order of the American government. This cir-
stance led to discussions that shall be noticed in their
proper place.

On the 18th of October, General Smyth assnmed the com-
mand at Niagara, and :II!])IU'(I to the British General for an
Avmistice which was agreed upon, and to continue
until thirty hours after notice of its termination.

On the 23d of October, a party of near four hundred \m-
ericans from Plattsburg under Major Young, surprised the
piquet at the Indian Village of' St. Regis. Twenty three wen
were made prisonershy the enemy, and Lieut. Rottotteand a
sergeant M*Gilliveay and six men  were left dead. The

iguet consisted of a detachment of Canadian Voyageurs,
lhv.mu wicans in plundering the Village found an Ensign,
or Union Jack, in the lmlw-ni’t'n.w'willc-nl |nlnrp|'1-lv|'. e
ally hoisted upon a flag staff’ at the door of the Chief on
Sundays or Holy-days, which, Hml the American Major in
an order issued upon the occasion (not a little proud of the
achievement) were the first Colours taken during the war.
This occurrence was however, counterpoised by an attack
upon a party of Americans at Salmon river near St. Regis
on the 250 November, by detachments of the Royal Artillery,
44911 Reaiment and lmnu.n\ Light Infantry, dl‘lll)lllll'l'ill' to
seventy men, with detachments from the Cornwall .1ml ( Hen-
gary Militia of near the same number, the whole under the
command ot Lieat. Col. M*Millan. In this affair. [i:.- ene-
my tookto a block house, but finding themselves «‘-mn'l.-h d,

airrendered themselves prisoners of war.  One ( aptain two
Subalterns. and forty-one men became prizoners ol war, and
four batteaux, and fifty-seven stand of arms were taken.

Notwithetandineg the vicissitudes ofwar, and the internal
difficulties with which the american government had to
strugule, the mostactive preparations were carrying on to in-
vade the Canades. Major General Dearborn was at the head
of tenthousand men on the confines of Lower-Canada: our
fleet, thmlnh superior to them in the spring and sununer on
Iake nllldlm dare not now e \( n contest w nll the Americans
torthedominion of the Lake. General Smyth had an army of
$ix thousand men on the Nineara frontier,and General Har-
vi=on on the river Raisin, over-awed Detroit with his Ohio
and Wentucky men. From these hostile appearances it was
v ident that theenemy still meditated a combined moyement,
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but the wncertainty of the noint :l,f:‘_i!“-! whiech l.}:' ir ll?ai'!l
strength wonlid be zimed, kept ourarmy constantiy on the
alert.  On the ninth of November the american fleet cope
erable number of
7 the Royal George into Kingston Chaps
nel cannonaded her for some time s be 'i'I; howe ver, warmly
received by the batteries as well the sh ips, they hauled off

up under a heavy fire to Four Mile Point, and ans
chored, with a view of renewing the atiack at a more favona-
bl opportunity. - Early on the ensning morning l'.lt‘)'gnt
under way, and beat out of the Channel under a heavy press
of sail to the open Lake, where they fell in with the Go®
vernor Simcoe, from Niagava running for Kingston, and
chased her into the Harbour : “'I]l uu-lvd their }u.‘nml by
running over a reef of rocks under a heavy fire from the Go-
vernor. Fomkins, the H-nm!lw". and Juliana, which did her
some mjury. The \\1.t ier becoming boisterous the Heet
lm-l away for Sacket’s Harbour, after having taken in ther
Cruis “n?“ oners, in one of which Capt. Brock Pagp
th Regiment was made ‘Il"i—:-ll-l‘l'. He waspd

sisting of | of vessels with a cons

master na the
(': '.! i"’l' ':I:‘ i! “;"'."‘ "I‘l'll Nce ¥, \\‘l" ($11 ‘l‘illll‘l'l"‘.\‘ }‘l"““ll'ﬂd
the Platea s found in his possession belonging to hi
late 1Iiu-[um11 ||~l itive Gieneral Brock.

Ihe Ame i'lv.m forces under General Deéarborn in the

!. ually ap lmvlc‘hul the {rontier of Lower Ca-
nada. and earlv on the morning of the seventeenth of No-
vember 1812, _‘n.n]()! (now I,ltl!{ Colonel) De Salaberry,
"iw[u-l'iul-‘rs:l;mt of the Canadian Voltigeurs, u)mmmu[nw
the Lunm.l‘.i'cl advanced posts on the [ ines, received mlul‘-
mation at St. Philips, that the ¢ enemy to the number of
ten thousand, were .ni\ ancing upon Odeltown. He imme-
diately despatched two companies of the Voltigeurs under
the ¢ vnnm'imi of Captain Perrault of the same regiment,
with tl wee hundre d Imlmna under Captain Dmhdlme of
the Indi An department, to reinforce Major Laforce of the
st Battalion Embodied Militia, who was pn\le‘d with the
two L.'-.xl\ companies of that battalion at the river La Cole,
’l his detachment after a fatiguing march of thirty six miles,
chiefly throt 1-rh MOrasses .nu! r'!'a!;r.'!n arrived vul) in the
alternoon of the same day at lmrwu\ni!e‘ and took a p(h]'
tion within the river La Cole, a mile tihi.u]t from 1ty in
conjunction with a party of about thirty Algonquin and
Abenaki Indians, and a few voyageurs under (,;p[.xm
M‘Kay, a gentleman of the North-West Company in the
Voya«
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Foyageurs corps.  Major De Salaberry arrived on theday Cuae.
foll r with the remainder of the Yolticeurs and the 1v.
Voyageurs, commanded by Lieut. Colonel M*Gillivray, and o™~
four companies ol the Volunteer Chasseurs from the parishes Ini2,
of Chateaugnay, St. Constant, St. ]’ll‘ilp and 'Acadie.

In the mean time the enemy occupied Champlain Town, two

or three miles from the lines, and an earnest invasion waa

‘I]l(n_u‘r‘.ili_\' l'\i\'( fe<||, _“{wltn}n; 0Cq 1‘\'1'('{{ ni'uli}' L‘(li!‘(li!l('l ce

until the 20th in  the moring, when ('zii'uiill M‘I\u_\; Visite

ing the p up.\ t between three and four o’clock, perceived the

enemy tording the river La Cole, and at the same insiant

heard them cock their firelocks in the surronnding bushes.

He had scarcely time to apprice the picquet under Captain

Bernard Panet, of their danger, when the enemy who had
surrounded the ¢

JW I

wd-hut on all sides, :iiw:_'\‘;u'h.("d a volley
of musketry so close. that theiwr wads sat fire to the roof and
consmmed the hut. The Militia and Indians discharged
their pieces, and dashing through theranks of the enemy, es-
caped onhurt, while the Americans who had forded the
river in two i)lil\'ur mistaking each other in the darkness
and conlusion of the night for the enemy, Lt] tup a brisk
fire for near halfan hour, in which they killed and wound=
ed several of their own people. Afier clhu)\cnn_x_{ their er=
ror they retired to Champlain Town, leaving five men
wounded, and three or fourkilled, who were found by the
Indians on the same day. This party is said to haye con-
sisted of fourteen hundred men and a troop of DPragoons, and,
was commanded by Colonels ’'yke and Clarke.

This movement, or !':‘Il-:“' incursion of the edemy, gave
room to expect another more vigorous attempt to invade
Lower-Canada, and on l‘h- 22d, the Governor by a General
Order directed the whole Militia of the I@'(.&}”(‘ﬂ\n consider
themselves commanded {or active service, and to be in‘:-lun‘d
to move forward to meet the enemy as soon as required.
Lieut. Colonel Deschambault was ordered to cross the St.
Lawrence at Lachine to Cahnawaga, with the Pointe Claire,
Riviére du Chéne, \'.mdr- uil and Longue Pointe Battali-
ons, and to march npon|’Acadie. The Volunteers of the 1st
Battalion of Montreal militia, the flank companies of the
gecond and third battalions, and a troop of militia dragoons
crossed the river to Longueil and Laprairie, and the whole
mass ofpopulation in the district of Montreal made a spon-
taneous movement towards the point of invasion with an
enthusiasm unsurpassed in any age or country. (iel;oral

cap
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Cuae. Dearborn, who, no doubt was well informed of the state of

L- [v. the public mind in Lower-Canada at this erisis, foresaw
'."i ‘ A~ from the multitnde assembled to oppose his progress, and
! 1812.  the hestile spirit of the canadians, the fruitlessness of an

attempt to mvade Lower-Canada, began to withdrmw

' his sickly and alveady enfeebled host, into winter quartirs
at Plattsburg and Burlington. Whether he ever earnesily
contemplated an nvasion, or only intended this moveneit
as a temt to create a diversion in favor of the army unier
General Smyth on the Niagara frontier, remains a question,
All il:-}.‘l[‘lll."hHIH- of an ivasion of Lower-Canada for the
present senson having disappeared, the troops and Embodied
militia were on the 27th November, ordered into wintee
quariers.

The armistice concluded between Generals Smyth and
. Bheafic afier the battle of Queenstown was terminated on
the 20th November, pursuant to notification to that effect
fiom the former. This and the former Armistice without
atiording any present advantage, proved in the event of
material prejudice to the British on  Lake E The
Americans availed themselves of' so favorable an occasion to
forward their Naval Stores unmolested from Black Rock
to Fresque Isle by water, which they could not otherwise
have eflected, but with immense trouble and expence by
land, and equipped at leisure the fleet which afterwards
wrested from us the command of that Lake.

Gen!. Smvil's  General Smyth (of proclamation memory) had during the
attempt to in- grmistice exerted himself in preparing boats for another at-
1 vadie L-‘l}])t‘r' . 5 N : = 3 s l
Canada, tempt to invacle the Upper Province, near Fort Erie at the
foot of the Lake of the same name, *

Farly onthe morning of the 28th Nov. the enemy effecteda

‘ landing on the British side with a division of fourteen boats
rowed by sailors with about thirty men each at the u per

end of Grande Isle between Fort Frie and Chippawa. They

were resolutely opposed by Licutenant King of the Royal

Artillery, and Lientenant Lamont and Bartley with detachs

t ments of thirty and thirty five men each, of the 49tk Regiment.
Licutenants King and Lamont were wounded, and their

men  being overwhelined with numbers gave way afier
spiking the guns ; these two officers with about thirty three

* See Appendix D.

men
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Men were made prisoners and sent over to the american
side. Lieut. Bartley in the mean time afier a determined
resistance by which his force was reduced o seventeen effec-
tive men was compelled to retire, being threatened by a
movement of the enemy upon his flank. In the interim
the boats with the prisonersand as many Americans as conld
erowd into them, returning, left Captain King Aid-de-Camp
to the American General with a few officers and about forty
men, who moved down the shore of the river but being
pursued by Major Ormsby from Fort Erie, were made pri-
soners after a feeble resistance. Atabout seven o’clock inthe
morning, another division of eighteen boatswere seen advanc-
g to effect a landing twomiles lower down than the former,
Colonel Bishopp having upon the first alarm, moved from
(‘hil\]w\\:l. had now formed a junction with “‘Jit]l' 01':1]-;!:,
from Fort Erie, and commanding a force of nearly eleven
hundred men, consisting of detachments of the 4ist, 19th
and Royal Newfoundland Regiments, a body of Militia
under Lieut. Col. Clark and Major Hall, and some Indians,
waited for the enemy on the shore. Their approach was wel§
eomed with three cheers, and a steady and effectual fire op-
ened upon them from musketry and a six pounder (under
the command ul‘(';lls{;tlll |(ili>)‘ of the Royal Artillery,)
which |[|--1ru_\'-wl two of their boats, threw the remainder
into confusion, and compelled them to seek safety in ilight.
The enemy, for a partof the day, made a display of their
force on their own side of the river, but pert eiving the Bris
tish had unspiked and remounted the guns which had fallen
into their hands in the morning, they, with a view of re-
tiring unmolested from our fire, by gaining a little time, sent
over a flag to Colonel “i.—-]mpp to summons the surender
of Fort Brie, tosave the elfusion of human blood, who an=
swered 1n the laconic words of an Englishman “ Come
and tale it l'l‘l'l);n':l[i:-nw were made for another descens
on the Canada side, on the morning of the 1st of Decem=
ber, but through mismanagement in embarking their troops,
and a deficiency of provisions, the project miscarried, and
the troops were ordered 1o re-land and hut themselves for
the winter. Murmur and discontent crept into the A<
merican camp, and General Smyth was obliged to take
tlight 10 save himself from the indignation of his army, which
from death, sickness and defection, soon ceased to he a

subject of apprehension to the British in their neighbonr-
hood. This was the termination of the third atem to
invade Upper-Canada, and the result of the formidanle
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preparations of the American government to conquer the
Canadas. '

The [,,(“;:'1,-'-!‘1{111'1‘ of Lower-Canada assembled on the 20k
of December. 'I'he Governor, at the opening of the S&
sion, expressed his confidence in the people, 1!.«‘- 'ﬂ'uil.s of
whose lovalty were the honorabie termination of the came
paign without effusion ofblond, loss of territory, Or & res
course to martial law. He thanked the House in thy
name of the Prince Regeni, for the assurance of attachs
ment and support they had promised in their answer 19
his Speech at the opening of Parliament in the preceding,
month of February, and acquainted them that < His Reys
al Highness placed that confidence in the courage and loys
alty of his Majesty's Canadian snbjects which made him
equally fearless of the result of any direct attack upon
them, and of any insidious attempts to alienate their af
fection from his government.” He informed them of the
beneficial effects resulting from the Army Bill Act, and 18
commended it to their further consideration. “ He had
(he observed) according to the powers vested in him by
the Legislature, called forth the Militia to assist in the des
fence of the Province, and with the most cheering satisfica
tion had been a witness of that public spirit, that steady
order and that love of their country, their Religion and
their Laws, which they had manitested on this occaion,
and which by animating and uniting all classes of hiz Mas
jesty’s subjects, could not fail under Divine Providence to
make them safe at home and respected abroad.” He recoms
mended a revision of the Militia Laws, and concluded by
urging the necessity of dispatch in conducting the publig
business,

Among the first proceedings of the House of Assemblyin
this Session, was an enquiry into the causes and injurious
consequences that might have resulted from the delayin=
curred in the publication of the laws of the Provincial
Parliament passed in the Session thereof began and holden
on the 21st February preceding. This measure was for
gome time persevered in with unremitted assiduity, and
with the obvious intention to palliate the guilt of the riots
ersat Lachine. Among those summoned on this occasion (0
atiend the bar of the House of A ssembly, were the Clerk and
other Officers of the Legislative Council, which not having
been previously consulted by the Lower House refuseﬁ 1o
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wdlow their servants to be examined: at the bar of the latter,
The Legislative Council however, afier deliberation per-
mitted them to be examined by the House of Assembly
under a species of protest, from a desire to remove every
possible obstacle to the immediate discussion of measures
zequisite for the defence of the Province; reserving for a
more convenient occasion the question of their prlvﬁoge in
this respect. Nothing of any importance resulted from
the enquiry, which, after some procrastination was totally
relinquished. The subject of appointing an Agent in Eng-
land was resumed by the House the present Nession, but
was postponed. To support the expence of the war an
income tax upon salaries from government was proposed
in the Lower House, in the pn:rortion of fifteen per cent
upon every salary of L1500 and upwards, per annum,
twelve per cent upon £1000 and upwards, ten per cent
upon £500 and upwards and five per cent upon every

250 and upwards. A bill to that effect was passed in
the Lower House but was rejected by the Legislative Coun=
cil.

The House resolved itself into & Commuittee to take inte
consideration the power and authority exercised by his
Majesty’s Courts in this Province under the denomination
of Rules of Practice. The result or rather progress of
this enquiry during the subsequent Session, we shall have
occasion to notice in its turn.  The House in taking inte
consideration that part of the Governor’s Speech, in which
reference was had to Martial Law, came to certain Resolu=
tions strongly adverse to a recourse to such a measure. The
Army_ Bill Act was renewed and extended : five hundred
thousand pounds were authorized to be put intocirculation,
and in order to secure their credit, gonnnissionvrs were
appointed to establish at regular periods the current rate
of Exchange, of Bills upon London, which the holders, upon
application were intitled to obtain from Government. &"ii'—-
teen thousand pounds were granted by the Parliament to
equip the Embodied Militia, one thousand pounds to pro-
vide for hospitals for the Militia, and twenty-five thouszand
pounds for the support of the war. The further sum of
four hundred pounds was granted to improve and facilitate
the communication between Lower and Upper-Canada.
But no amendment was made to the Militia Laws owin
to a disagreement on the subject between the Lower ani
Upper Houses, A duty of two and a half per cent upon
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all merchandize (provisions excepted) imported into the
Province, and two and a half per cent more, upon Merchan.
dize imported into the Province by persons not actually
1813. ther¢in resident six months previous to such importation,
was granted for the support of the war. The present Ses.
sion of the Legislature was prorogued on the fificenth of
[ebruary.

CHAT.
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CHAPTER V.

HE American avmy under the command of General
Harrison still hovered on the border of the Michigan
Territory and over-awed Detroit, where Colonel Proctor with
an inferior force was left in command after the reduction
of that post by General Brock. On the 19th of January, in-
formation was received at Detroit by the British Command-
er, that a division or brigade of the American army under
Brigadier General Winchester, was encamped at Frenchs
town on the River Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroity
having driven in a body of militia and Indians posted there
under Major Reynolds of the militia, who, after some resist-
ance with a field piece, fell back upon Brownstown. Colonel
Proctor promptly determined to attack this division before
it could be reinforced by the main body under General
Harrison, three or four days march in the rear; and assem-
bled his disposeable force at Brownstown on the 21st, con-
sisting of five hundred regulars, seamen and militia, and
about six hundred Indians. He advanced the same day
twelve miles, to Stoney Creck, and at day break the next
morning made a resolute attack on.the enemy’s camp,
General Winchester himself; fell soon after the commence-
ment of the action into the hands of the Wyandot Chief
Roundhewd, who surrendered him to Colonel Proctor. The
Americans had retreated to the houses and enclosures; from
which they were making a desperate vesistance through
fear of falling into the hands of the Indians ; but upon 1ts
being represented to General Winchester, that unless a
speedy surrender were made, the buildings would be set on
fire, and that no responsibility would be taken for the con-
duct of the Indians, he sent a flag of truce to his men, and
agvecd on their part to a swrender, upon condition of their
being protected [rom the fury of the Sayages, and allowed
to preserve their private property, In this affair the enemy
loat in killed between three and four hundred men, and one
Brigadier General, three field Officers, nine Captains, twenty
Subalterns and upwards of five hundred men in prisoners.
The loss on the hlil‘la‘l side was also severe = twenty-four
killed and one hundred and fifty-eight wounded.  This spi-
rited and wigorous measure completely disconcerted th
grrangements made by General Harrison for the recover
K2 the
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the Michigan territory, and secured Detroit from any ime
mediate danger. In recording this gallant exploit, i{ must
be regretted, that the ungovernable ferocity of our Indianals
lies, (who on the day afterthebattle, aresaid to have §Iaughleb
ed in spiteof the British, such of the wounded prisoners as
were unable towalk,) should have tarnished the honorof the
victory. Humanity revoits at the idea of a massacre of de
fenceless and wounded prisoners taken in open and honoras
ble warfare, and we can only find an excuse for the guilt of
the tame spectators of such atrocities, in their apprehes
sions of a similar fate, in case ofinterference to rescue the
unhappy victims of savage vengeance. The House of As«
sembly of Lower-Canada pa.ssmfa vote of thanks to Colongl
Proctor for the skill and intrepidity with which he planned
and carried into execution this enterprise, and for the ex-
emplary humanity displaved by him in the moment of i
tory'* A vote of thanks was also passed to the offices,
non-commissioned officers and privates belonging to the
line, marine and militia forces who assisted in its accom
plishment, and Colonel Proctor was immediately promated
1o the rank of Brigadier General by the Commander of the
Forces, until the pleasure of the Prince Regent should be
known, who was pleased to approve and confirm the ap-
pointment,

The Governor having closed the Session of the Legislature
left Quebec on the 17th February on a visit for Upper-Cana«
da. In his route thither, Lieut. Colonel Pearson in coms
mand at Prescot, proposed to him as he passed, an attack
upon the American post of Ogdensburg in retaliation foran
excursion by the enemy from thence upon Brockville some
days dprevious. The Governor did not deem it expedient
to order an attack upon that post, but as two men had
deserted on the evening of his arrival, and had gone over
to the enemy, who might upon ascertaining the arrival of the

xovernor, way lay him on his route, it was determined
that Lt. Col. Pearson should proceed on the ensuing morme
ing with His Excellency to Kingston, while Lt. Col. M‘Dons
nell second in command at Prescot, should make a demons
stration onthe icein front of Ogdensburgh, as well with a view
of engaging the attention of the enemy, as by drawing out

* When this vote of thanks was passed, the facts allud certain-
ly not wiihin the knowledge of the Assembly, as it ?s ﬁoﬁ'ﬁ-;mblhh
they would have been silent upen the score o humanity, :

~ Y
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gheir forces, toascertain the strength of thegarrison. On the
ensuing-morning (22d February,) as the Governor departed,
Lieut. Col. M‘Donnell moved with his party across the river
on the ice, towards Ogdensburgh; the enemy perceiv-
ing the movement, were prepared to receive him, and Lieut.
Col. M‘Donnell impelled by that spirit characteristic of Bri-
tish Soldiers, turned the demonstration into a real attack.

The enemy were driven from the village after a short
contest, leaving about twenty killed, and a considerable
number wounded. Four brass field pieces, seven pieces
of iron ordnance complete, with several hundred stand of
arms, and a considerable quantity of stores fell into the
hands of the victors, who lost seven Kkilled, and seven
officers (including Lt. Col. M*Donnell) and forty-one men
wounded. After having destroyed two small schooners
and two gun boats left there to winter, they returned to
their quarters at Prescot,

During the winter the greatest exertions were made te
be in a state of preparation for the ensuing campaign. In
March a draught of militia took place, to fill up the militia
Battalions. A Battalion (the 6th) was embodied at Que-
bec from the city Militia for garrison duty. The Canadian
Regiment of Fencibles, the Glengaries and the Voltigeurs
recruited with diligence and success ; and the 104th (or
New Brunswick Regiment) marched through from Fredes
rickton for Upper-Cygnada, some hundreds of miles, with
extraordinary celerity in the month of March, though their
route from Frederickton to the river St. Lawrence, lay
through an uninhabited wilderness buried in snow and
never before practiced by troops.

The American forces in the mean time angmented daily
at Sacket’s Harbour, and their fleet being superior to that
of the British, a descent upon Kingston or its neighbour-
hood was confidently expected : the American government
howeyer, deemed it too hazardous a game to stake the fate of
their Lake armament upon an enterprise against the prin-
cipal depét of the British in the Upper Province, where
they must expect a desperate resistance, and resolved (o
direct their efforts against the more distant and vulnerable
parts on the Lake. (%mnmoduro Chauncey having accord=
ingly equipped. his fleet for an expedition, and received on
board upwards of seventeen hundred troops under tlie
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command of  Generals Dearborn and Pike, sailed from
Sacket’s Harbour on the 25th of April, and on the follows
ing evening appeared off York with fourteen sail of armed
vessels. On the ensuing morning (27th) the enemy com=
menced a debarkation about three miles to the west of
the town, but the wind blowing fresh from the eastward
they fell considerably to leeward of the posinon fixed upoy
ﬁ»”unding (the site of the old French Fort Toronto) while
they suffered much trom a galling fire of the British troops
]'!(}s.u'd ina wood. They howeyer accomplished their lande
mg and compelled the British to retire with loss. ™ T

(irenadiers of the 8th Regiment, who lpst their (‘apmiré
M:Neal, were, after a desperate contest almost annilulated
by the overwhelming numbers of the enemy. The laties
having made their landing, formed upon the beach undef
the immediate orders of General Pike, while the schoones
worked up to the Forts under a heavy cannonade, and s
suming a position at the distance of six hundred yards ['rul:ﬁ
the batterics in order to make a simultaneous impressiaf
upon the works by water and by land, opened a hoav;- fire
tipon them which did great execution. The land fore

ander General Pike advanced through a little wood
the main works, when, at the distance of sixty rods front
them, atremendous explosion took place from a magazine
previously prepared, which discharging an immense quans
tiy of rubbish, spread havock among their troops and killed
a number of their officers and men. General Pike, an
Officer much esteemed in the American army, and wha
seems to have been a gentleman of an amiable character in
orivate life, received a contusion from a large stone whilé
i‘vmling on his men, which in a few hours put a period ta
his existence.  General Sheaffe finding his small foree un.
able to resist that of the enemy, retreated at twa o'clock i
the afternoon, leaving Lieut. Colonel Chewit of the militia
to treat with the enemy : and a eapitulation immediately
ensued, by which York was surrendered to the American
forees, and the Militia to the amount of more than two
Lundred men with their officers surrendered prisoners of
war, on condition that all private property should be respect-
ed. The public stores of every description fell into the
hands of the enemy with the "armed schooner Duke of
Gloucester undergoing repairs. A new ship ‘which had
nindicionsly been laid down at this open and defenceless
Post the preceding winter, and now almost completely
planked, was, with the naval stoves sct on fire by the liriu'ﬂfl
prc«
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previous to their retreat. The loss of the British was severe,
amounting to about one hundred and thirty men in killed
and wounded, among the former Mr. M‘Lean, the Speaker
of the House of Assembly of Upper-Canada, who had
volunteered his services with a musket. The loss of the
enemy though not correctly ascertained must have been

rnportit)nalfy heavier than that of the British. The enemy
Eavmq secured their booty, re-imbarked and sailed on the
2d of May for Niagara,

The people hitherto unaccustomed to hear of reverses,
were irritated at this success of the enemy, and as usual
upon such occasians, clamoured against the General coms-
manding, who a few weeks afierwards was succeeded in
the Administration of the Civil Government of Upper«Ca~
nada by Major General De Rottenburg, and on his return
to the Lower Province assumed the command of the forces
in the District of Montreal. It is riot ascertained whethey
his removal was the result of the displeasure of the Com-
mander of the forces, but upon a cool survey of the event
of the battle of York, it must be owned that the honor of
the British arms was strenuously and ably maintained by
the small party of men under his command. who, including
Regulars, Militia and Indians, did not exceed six hundred,

The American fleet having landed the troops at Niaga-
ra, returned to Sacket’s Harbour for reinforcements, and on
the 25th May, their whole fleet having proceeded by de-
tachments, were again assembled at Niagara, and General
Vincent commanding at Fort George, foresaw that an attack
was intended shortly to be made upon his Post. Commo-
dore Chauncey despatched two of his vessels to cruise vis

ilantly off’ Kingston, and concerted his arrangements with
&z‘m‘t‘ul Dearborn for a combined attack upon  Fort
George. Early in the morning of the 27th May the enemy
commenced a combined attack upon that Fort, having pre-
viously, on the 24th and 26th materially injured the works
by & warm cannonade from their ships and batteries. A
body of about eight hundred riflemen under Colonel Scott
landed near the two Mile Creek, while the fleet ranged up
in the form of a crescent, extending from the North of the
light house to the two Mile Creek, so as to enfilade the Bri-
tish batteries by a cross fire. The riflemen after forming
and ascending the bank were met by the British, and com.
pelled to give way. in disorder and return to the beach
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from whence they kept up a smart fire under cover of the
bank. In the mean time another body of u})wards of twe
thousand men under the direction of General Lewis, madaa
landing and formed on the beach under cover of a tremen-
dous cannonade of round shot, and showers of grape and
canister from the fleet, that swept the adjacent plain, and
compelled the British to retire. General Vincent findi

the works torn to pieces by the enemy’s artillery and no
longer tenable against so overwhelming a force, caused the
Fort to be dismantled, and the magazines to be blown
mp, and retreated to Queenstown, leaving the Ameriean;
to take possession of the ruins of the Fort. The Bnti

loss consisted of fifty-two killed and upwards of three hue
dred wounded and missing. The American accounts state
their loss at thirty-nine killed and one hundred and eleven
wounded. u

General Vincent on the ensuing day haying collected
the whole of the forces from Chippawa and Fort Erie, aag
destroyed or rendered useless the posts and stores alon
that frontier, commenced his retreat toward Burlingto
Heights at the head of Ontario.

The arrival of Sir James L. Yeo from England at Que-
bec, on the 5th May, with several Officers of the Royal Navy
and 450 seamen for the Lakes, cheered the drooping spirits
of the public. Captains Barclay, Pring and Finnis, with
five Lientenants of the Royal Navy having previouslif arrived
ever land from Halifax, with some seamen, were already at
Kingston, and wereputting the fleet in a state of preparation
to meet the enemy. Sir George Prevost proceeded from
Montreal to Kingston with Sir James L. Yeo, who arived
at the latter place in the short term of six weeks from his
embarking at Portsmouth. :

The two Commanders being now at Kingston, the publia
was on the tip-toe of expectation for some decisive dash
upon the enemy’s flotilla. An attack upon Sacket’s Hare
bour in the absence of their fleet at Niagara was resoly
upon. A body of eight hundred or a thousand men were
embarked on the 27th May, on board of the British flotills
at Kingston, consisting of the Wolfe 24 guns, Royal
George 24, Earl of Moira 18, and four schooners bem‘iﬂg‘i
from ten to twelve guns each, with a sufficient number o
batteans, amd at moon sn the next day they were oﬂ'EaC'

’ el
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%et's Harbour.  The weather was propitious, and the troops  Cirap,
were transferred to the battesux to make their landing vi- | i

der an escort of two gun-boats, eommanded by Capiain @ "
Mulcaster, the whole under the immediate divection of thie 18184
land and naval Commanders in Chiet.  They had procéeded

but a chort distance when a convoy of American boafs

loaded with troops were descried doubling Btoney Point, on

their way from Oswego to Sacket’s Harbour, 'i'he Indinms.

who had previously landed on an Island, fived upon them as

they passed dnd thiew them into confusion, while tl.e beats

and batteaix bore down and captured twelve of them with

about 150 men : the remainder escaped into Sacket’s Hay-

bour. The landing was then delerred until the nest mom-

ing, while the Americans raised the alamm, and  withdrew

a detachiment of their troops posted upon Horse Is
the mouth of the Harbour, and assumed a position on tHe
main, opposite a ford leading from the Island to the m
land. where lllu'}' were remnforeed by a ?\m‘?:\' of militi
General Brown, and prepared for a vigerouns “défine
The night was dark and rainy, and at day bréak rext thorn-
mg the boats were so sesttered thatthey were una
eficet a landing as intended, before the enemy shounld
time to line the woods. 'i‘i!r':.‘ irst att I to land o1
the main, in a coveformed by Hovse Bsland, bueon ap-
proaching it they found the enemy prepared tor them by
heavy fire of musketry from the surrounding woods sup-
ported byadfield piece.  They thien pulled round and'| nd-
ed on the outside of the Island, with little or no loss. and
pushed forward to theford, in the face of a hot fire of musg-
ketry and the field piece; which they carvied in a fow ma-
ments after landing, with a tumbrel and a few rounds of
Aunmubition. - 'Fhe enemy retreated; anil posting themsels
securély ‘béhind large trees, kept upa smat five upon the
Britizh.  'Fhe fleet in the mean-time, as well as a smail
sveseel with two six pounders, intended to-have been landed
in time tosupport the advance of the troops, were, thionash
sdight and adverse wind, along way in the rear. Unddr
these circumstances it was impossible to wait for the arvival
of the artillery, and Colonel Baynes, the Adjutant General
of the'Ferces in British N. America, who was eharged with
this sewvice, ordered the detachment to divide, in order to
scour the woods by pursuing two paths which led in oppo-
site directions round a rising ground. The enemy dislod-
«ged from the woods at the point of the bayonet, fled to their
jort and blockhouses; whither they werc pursued by the

I Britich,

ll. at




Ciar

V.

L e
18135,

Batile at
Tort Meiws,

78 ADMINISTRATION OF

British, who set fire to their barracks. At this?um;tnreh
was thought by the commanding officer, that the enemy’y
block houses and stockaded battery could not be carried by
assault, even with the assistance of field pieces had ¢
been landed. The fleet were still out of reach to render
any assistance in battering them, while his men wereex.
vosed to the fire of the enemy secure within their works,
T'he signal of retreat was therefore given to the indignan
assailants, and the enterprise was abandoned at a momen
when the enemy had so far caleulated upon a decisive vie
tory on the part of the British, as to set fire to their nawl
store houses, hospital and marine barracks, by which all the
booty previously taken at York, and the stores for their new
ship were consumed. They had also set fire to a frigate o
the stocks, but on discovering the retreat of the British, they
succeeded in suppressing the fire and saved her. The troop
were immediately re-imbarked and returned to Kingston
The loss though heavy on both sides is not correctly asces
tained ; among the British, Capt. Gray, Acting Depy. &
M. General, wasmuch rvgrc'nm\. He fell while reconnoitring
the enemy’s works in the hope of discovering some opening
to favor an assault,

Thus terminated this expedition to the disappointment of
the public, who, from the presence and co-operation of the
two Commanders in Chief, fondly flattered themselves with
a far more brilliant result. This miscarriage with other
reverses at the commencement of the present campaign, de
stroyed in the opinion of the enemy, the invineibility our
arms had acquired the preceding autumn,

From these humiliating occurrences, we turn with pride
to more cheering scenes of action, which effectually res
trieved the honor of the British arms in Upper-Canada,
General Harrison notwithstanding the defeat of a division
ol his army under General Winchester at Frenchtown in
February, still persevered in his preparations to recover
the Michigan tervitory, and in pursuance of his views had
towards the spring, tuken post near the foot of the rapid
of the Miami, where he only waited for reinforcenients o
conmmence aclive operations against the British. General
Proctor aware of his views, determined to dislodge him be
fore the arrival of hLis reimforcements, and pr()(‘:-ccded for
the Miami. He amived at the neighbourhood of the eng
ay's position on the 26th of April, The _-lm.cricanslm
10We
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Bowever. secured themselves h\' block houses and batteries
30 as to render every effort of the small artillery of the be-
siegers unavailing. In the moming of the 5th of May, a
reinforcement consisting of two regiments amounting to
about twelve hundred men under Brigadier General Clay,
having rapidly descended the river from Fort Defiance some
distance above Fort Meigs (the American position) made a
sudden attack and Hlllllllhlll the British batteries on the
West side of the river, seconded by a resolute and simulta«
neous sally from the garrison. !luvmtr carried the British
batteries, they unwar t].y pursued the Indians who fell back
skirmishing with the enemy, while the main force coming
ap, by a has(y and ‘]ndwmua movement circumvented the
Americans and intercepted their retreat to the river. Afier a
desperate contest, the enemy surrendered, and u]m'ud- of
500 men were made |nhu.u rs. They who had sallied from the
fort alone effected their escape, and betook themselves to
their fortification. The Indians although diapu-‘.ul to sa-
erifice the prisoners according to their modt- of warfare, afier
sume excesses, were with difficulty restrained from slaughter
by the British, two or three of whom fell victims to the fury
of the Savages, in theirendeavours to protect the defenceless
prisoners. By this partial success the enemy became so
erippled as to be unable mk“hume the campaign with
any prospect of recovering Detroit, and General Proctor
drew off’ his forces and returned to Sandwich, under the
approhmmnn of' being sbandoned Il\ the Indians, who after
a battle, according to their custom, retire to the enjoyment
of their booty. In this affair, the British loss amounted to
one officer (of the militia) and fourteen men killed, and one
eificer and forty-five men wounded.

Immediately afier the capture of Fort George by the ene-
my, General Dearborn pushed forward a lmcl\ of three
thonsand infantry with nine field picces and two hundred
and fifty cav: th\. as far as the Forty-Mile Creek, for the
purpose of dislodeing General Vincent, who had assumed
A position at Htul.numn Heights at the head of Lake Onta-
Fi03 OF to prevent a junction of the foreces under General
Proctor with those of General Vineent, which, the Americans
understoad had been agree d upon by the British. On the
Sth of June, General Vincent, was .}m:,./ ed of the advance
of the enemy by the retreat ofhisadvanced picquets from Stons
@y Creck. Laeut. Colonel Harve ey, l)‘lmi\- Ldjutant-Ge-
’,)41, Ilﬂlﬂt‘dml('l\' moved forward with the light compas-
- i | nies
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Regiments, and having veconmaitred
» enemy’s position, l»m]}u-.\(l to General Vincent & noe-
rnal &rtack upon his camp, which was approved, At
{0 ng, the General moved up with the 49¢h

o part of the 8th (his whole eflective force on-
by 704 firelocks) toward the Anterican camp, distant about
seven miles. Lieut. Colonel Harvey led on the auack in
gallant style, and completely succeeded in surprising the
nemy in the midst of his camp, who, notwithstunding the
durkness of the night, and the consternation and disordes
inio which they were thrown, evinced a state of order and
dizcinline highly ereditable to themselves, in !‘E;)(‘aledly
{Lrming, “though compeiled as often to disperse before the
tiess enevay of the Byitish bayonet. Two Brigadier
ndloy and Winder,) seven officers of inferior

d and sixteen men, with three guns
oune bfazs howiaer and three tumbrels, fell into the hands
of the Buitishiby this brilliant and intrepid action, which s

: 1743
v Feduesa the

-t

i

mericans {rom offensive to defensive opergs
¢ . was:prot v in its result of more real nnportance 1o
the salvation of' the Upper Province than any other oceur

the present campaign.  The British were or
dered to retveat before day light, lest their small strength

sposed to the view of the enemy, upon the return of day
verpowered by their superior numbers, Finding
British had retreated, they re-occupied. their camp
ssun-rise, and having destroyed all their incumbrances,
oninenced a precipitate retreat to Forty-Mile Creek, ten
wiles from the scene of action, where they were reinforced
on the follow day by General Lewis, with a detachment
of the army f{rom Fort George. The loss of the British in

tiis aliair was one Officer and twenty-two men killed, and
twelve Officers and one hundred and fifieen men wounded,
and fitty-five men missing.* On

incens Official Deespateh the followine well earned fri=
> is bestowed upon the Officers and men engaged i this
cibevonaont,
I cannct conclude this despatch without calling your attention to the
following Oflicers s
*To Lieut. Col. Tlarvey, the Deputy-Adjutant-General, my obligationt
¥ dlwes From the first moment the enemy's approach Wi
icd hiis movements, and afforded me the earliest information.
, I nm indebted for the suggestion and plan of operations:
conld be more clear than bis arrangements, nor more cnmph‘ﬂ‘l)‘
al in the vesult. The eonduct of Major Plenderleath, who com-
he 49th Regiment; wias very conspicuons, By his decision and
prompt efibris, the surprise of the enemy’s camp w i'nmplﬂﬂl,aﬂﬂ all

Iris efiorts o make a -".r:lWl were rendered ineffectnal by the b;t}'nnt_l.
which overthiew allopposition. A party “of the 49th wid: Major “Rien-
derleath
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20 rthie evening of the seventh, the British fleet hove
i sight, and on the ensuing morning approached the shore
and fired a few shot upon the enemy, whom they sum-
moned to surrender prisoners of war. This was refused
by the American Officer, who however, deemed it expe-
dient to fall back upon Fort Geovge, while the British,
as they retived, pressed upon their rear and occupied the
ground they abandoned. Twelve of their batteaux which
accompanied the army on its retreat, containing principally
officers baggage, fell into the hands of the British ficet,
which occasioned the enemy for the present, no other in-
convenience than by enabling the British troops to advance
with security and to urge the retreat of the Americans.

On the 2{th June, a party of about sixhundred of the
enemy, under, Lient. Colonel Boerstler, who had been dis<
patched the preceding day by General Dearborn, by way
of Queenstown, with a view of dislodging a detachment or
picquet posted at a place called the Beaver Dams, (a few
miles from Queenstown,) were surprised on their route by
a party of Indians under Captain Kerr, and after some
skirmishing, believing themselves hemmed in by superior
numbers, surrendered to Lieut. Fitzaibbons of the 49th
Regiment. This Officer arriving at the conclusion of the
business with a small detachment of forty-six rank and
file, completed the victory, and the Americans surrender«
ed themselves prisoners, afier negociating a capitulation
with him in the name of Major de Haren, by whom he
derleath at their Head, gallantly charged some of the enemy’s field piecesy

ht off 2 six pounders,
jor Ogilvie led on, in the most gallant manner, the five compas
the King’s Regiment, and whilst one half of that highly distin-

L
¢ supported the 49th Regiment, the other part moved fo the

right and attacked the enemy's left tlunk, which decided our midoight
contest,

* I kave also received the greatest assistance from Major Glegg, Bri-
gade Major to the Forces, and beg leave to mention the names of Caps
tains M*Donal and Milne«, your Lxcellency’s Aids-de-Camp, who accome
punied me to the atack, and upon all occasions have volunteered their
services, | have likewise to :utn-miv:lg.r' the assistance of Capt. Chame

e, of the 41st Regiment; who had arvived some days before from Ame
fu‘rﬁthurgh, and Mr. Brock, Pavy-Muaster of the 49th, who assisted me as
Acting Aid-de-Caup, h

* %o Mr. Hackert, Acting Stafi-Surgeon to this army, T feel particulam
Iy indébied, by which the wounded huve received every altention, and
are most of them likely to be resiored to the service,

* It would be an act of injustice; were I to omit assuring your Fxe
celleney, that gallantry and discipline were never more conspicuons than
during our short service ; and | feel the greatest’ sptisfaction in assuring
you .tllill'“l'\'r'r.\‘ Officer and individual seemed anziens to rival each other
in his efiorts w fupport the honour of H f\l:'jnr}"‘ grms, and fo main=
Tin the high charaeter of British voops.” e
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|| Ry €uar. induced the enemy to believe themselves surreunded wifg
:lu‘( V. considerable force. The latter oflicer though not immediately

r W~ onthe ground, was however in the neigllbmu'hoqd, and ade
| i813. vancing with the light company of the 8th Regiment, and

the two flank companies of the 104th, with a small body

! of Provincial cavalry, under Capt. Hall. The prisoners
taken, were five hundred and twelve in number includin
twenty-five officers, with two field pieces, and a stand
¢olours.
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The enemy by these partial successes of the Brili.«]}
were compelled to confine themselves to Fort Georgean
its environs, and before the 1st of July the British had
formed a line extending from Twelve-Mile Creek on Lake
Ontario, across to Queenstown, on the Niagara river
¥rom Chippawa a descent was made on the American

i Fort Schlosser on the opposite side of the river, during
the night of the 4th of .ﬂlly by a small party of milita
and soldiers under Lieut. Colonel Clark of the militiag
who surprised a small guard at that post and brought &
way a brass six-pounder, upwards of fifty stand of armg
a small quantity of stores, with a gun-boat and two bats

: teaux.

Attack wpon . Lieut. Colonel Bishopp lately commanding at Fort Erie,

Black Rock. 54 day break in the morning of the eleventh of July, hav-

ing obtained the approbation of the General Commanding

for the execution of an enterprise, which he had previous-

ly proposed, crossed over with 240 men, consisting of &

$mall party of militia, and detachmems of the Sth, 41st.

and 49th Regiments. They effectually surprised the ene-

2 my’s post at Black Rock, where they burnt his block

[ houses, stores, barracks, dock-yard and a vessel; but whilé

occupied in securing the stores, to carry them away in

eheir batteaux, the enemy with a reinforcement of mulitia

and some Indians in their interest, under cover of the sur=

i vounding woods, opened a smart fire and compelled the

gisn British to hasten their retreat, with the loss ofthirteen men

B killed, and a considerable number wounded ; among the

latter, Capt. Saunders of the 41st Regiment severely, and

Lieut. Colonel Bishopp mortally, an officer of distingnished

merit, whose loss was much regretted by the mﬁ}tia of

Upper-Canada, with whom he seems to have been a fayorite

il Inspecting-Field-Officer.  Seven pieces of ordnance, two

R hundred stand of small arms, and a great qum(ity of
‘ \}j% Gtores were brought away, T
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v The two armies almost in sight of each other, ye-
#ained inactive, until the arrival of the Commander of

Cuay,
V.

the Forces from Kingston, when the speedy reduction of o™~

Fort George was confidently expected. The Governor, to
ascertain the extent of the enemy’s works and the means
e possessed of defending the position which he occupied, de-
termined to makea full demonstration on Fort George, and
en the morning of the 24th of August, the army was put
in movement, as if an assault upon that Fort was ime
mediately to take place. The British drove in the picquets,
several of which were taken, and advanced withina few
hundred yards of the enemy, who, although supported by &
fire upon the British from their batteries on the opposite
shore, declined leaving their entrenchments to venture intp
the field. The Commander of the Forces did not deem ig
adviseable to risk a trial for the recovery of that post,
which, by the little utility, the enemy cooped up within the
limits of the fort, derived from its occupation, was not of
sufficient moment to compensate the loss, the British must
have experienced from an assault. The whole force in the
neighbourhood of Fort George at that period did not exe
ceed 2000 men, on an extended line, while that of the
enemy in Fort George, exceeded 4000, totally depending
upon their own resources for the subsistance of their army,
and compelled to act solely on the defensive, from the hose
sile front assumed by the British in their neighbourhood,

Harrison in the mean time was on the Sandusky river,
making preparations to prosecute the war with vigour in
the Michizan tervitory, as soon as the fleet fitting out as
Erie (Presqu'isle,) under Capt. Perry, who had been dis-

atched thither by Commodore Chaunceytowards the end of

fay, should be in sufficient strength o co-operate with the
land forces. General Proctor again resolved to make a-
nother effort to deteat his porpose, and immediately invested
the American Fort at Lower Sandusky then under the com-
mand of Major Croghan, with a force consisting of near
five hundred men including regulars and militia, and be-
tween three and four thousand Indians under Mr. Dixonand
the celebrated Indian Chief Tecumseh.  Afier a smart cans
nonade on the second of August from five six pounders and
a howitzer for the purpose of effecting a breach in the ene-
my’s works, the ‘%1’%:3-‘11 (the Indians having previously
withdrawn themselves ont of reach of' 1

»eneiny’s fire)
ded on by Brever Lient. ologe!l Short, advanced anpergeive

ivl4.

Atlack upap
Lower-San-
dusky.
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Cuu?. -ed by theedéiny undér eover of o ¢loud of smole to the dis-

i | '
ﬂ I | V. ance Ofl'urlnmn or twenty paces of the enemy’s works,

i o/~ A heavy five was immediately nponml which at first threw

‘ 1b18.  the assailants into disorder: they however immediately ral

lied and having advanced to the outer works, becan to leap
into 'the ditch when a fire of arape glugs was opened froma
/ ‘ &ix pounder (which had been préviously mmnnod 50 as1b
‘ wake the ditch) supported with musketry, that dealt de
: struction among the assailants, and conpelled them to re-
treat with precipitancy, leaving their gallant’leader, Lient,
Col. Short with three Officers .lml ||ll\-!\\n men killed and
and missing. The wounded amounted to forty-one indud
ing three Officers. General Procior after tlus affair find
ing his force mml((]n.uo, the Indians wnaccustomed to
zhe Lmopvau mode of warfare, and the delay ofa '-.uw,
growing impatient, and General Hurrison at no great dis-
: wance with a respectable force, thought proper to raise the

siege and retire to Amherstburgh.

it Capture of Theevents in the Lower Province descrve our atténtion.
b :"‘ wier & The old fortifications at the Tsle-anx-Noix; emphatically

1'.'1&:“;\0,, termed the key of Lower-Canada, had been !‘l‘l"‘li(‘t! and

three gun- -boats sent thither from Quebec. No niaterial

occurrence transpired in that neighbourhood until the third

day of June, when early in the morning a =ail was observed

from the garrison over a point of land formed by a bead in

the river about two leagues above the Island. 'T'his un-

usval appearance created an -alert in the parrison, at that

time commanded by Lieut. Colonel (mmuv Taylor, In:

specting Field Officer (then Major in the 100th Regiment)

who 'lpllrt]ml.(hmr from previous };1\‘110 mtmm.;u:m, )

combined attack from the naval force on Lake Champlain

s and the tmugls in the neighbonrhood of his post, command-
1 ed by the Brigadicr (mmni\ Smith and Clarke, detes-
mined by a decisive coup de main 1o ax 1““1"‘“' the views af

g the enemy. He lost no time in eq um, ing the three gun~
boats hmn’ un- c!:u 'n"‘tl for want « seamen, c n]\mﬂemhﬂ

carronade (one of them an c-.-whu en, the two others twelve

ll? _ Fr.m vlers) and having manned them with soldiers from his
' Reciment, with 1!.1{1- artillery men to each boat, prucr'i'd-
ed (0 engoge theenemy: on sdoubling the point above the
garrison, ancther vessel was umn.uul a short distance
from the former, hitherto concealed by the intervening

4 ! fand. lllh(lh'n\t* Y didnot 1“1\‘1‘.0] dn“: lLieut. Col. l‘“lm

y "f“"i:‘ from persevering an his former xes lution, and the boats

Y " having
Wi
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Iving advanced, 2 spirited engagement soon ensued, which
after some continuation was suspended from a deficiency of
ammunition, that was however, speedily supplied from the
garrison, when the action revived with augmented vigour,
Lieut. Colonel Taylor had on leaving the garrison taken
the precaution to man two batteaux with a detachment of
soldiers, for the double purpose of rendering assistance to
the gun-boats in the event of their being either sunk or dis-
abled in the engagement, or to assist in boarding if it
should be found necessary ; but on se¢ing the enemy man-
ceuvring up the river with a light southerly breeze, by
which they alternately approached the banks of the river,
{here, more than a mile wide,) he promptly seized the advan-
tage, and directed the landing of one of the batteanx crews
on the East, under the direction of Lieut. Williams, and the
other on the West side of the river, under that of Captain
Gordon, with orders to proceed up the river, until ops
posite the vessels, and to ply them with small arms from
either shore.

These detachments on their arrival at the point of desa
tination, poured a destructive fire of musketry on the ene-
my as they alternately approached the shore. This jue
dicious and well timed measure, combined with a well di~
rected fire from the gun-boats, of round and grape, com-
pletely decided the fate of the action, which the ene-
my most gallantly contested from half past four, until
half past eight in the morning, and did not surrender
until further resistance became utterly unavailing, one
of the vessels being run aground to prevent her sink-
ing, They proved to be the American Bloops of War,
Growler and Eagle (afterwards named Shannon and Broke,
and subsequently by orders from the Admiralty, Chub and
Finch) fitted out in the most complete manner for service,
each carrying eleven guns, (eighteens, twelves and sixes,)
long eighteens on pivots upon their forecastles, with comple=
ments of fifty-five men, comprehending a comﬁmny of ma=
rines, which they had received on board from Champlain the
evening pl‘(‘\'ii’)lh: to the engagement ; the whole under the
command of Officers of the United-States Navy. The gala
lantry and good conduct of the Officers and men, particua
larly that of Captain Gordon, Lieut. Williams, Ensigns
Dawson, Gibbon, Humphries, Quarter-Master Pilkington,
and Mr. Lowe of the Provincial Marine Department, en-
gaged on this occasion, were highly applaudvd in Lient.

M Colonel
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Colonel Taylor’s Official Despatch. The loss of the enemy
was considerable : the prisoners amounted to one hundred
men, of whom many were wounded : the killed were thrown
overboard during the action. Of the captors, not a man
was killed, and only three severely wounded.* The nayal
force of the enemy on Lake Champlain was by the caplure
of these vessels almost annihilated, while it afforded the
‘ British, immediate and effectual means for offensive operas
tions on that Lake, and checked the invasion meditated on
the Lower Province. The intention of the enemy by thus
venturing so near to Jsle-aux- Noix where the river becomes
80 narrow as scarcely to afford room to manceuvre with safe-
ty, hasriever beeni clearly ascertained. It was thought his
lan was to have attempted to carry the fortifications of the
lemd by suiprise, or that this approach of their Sloops of
War was more probably to secure the progress of a regular
land force, actually in movement with the supposed inten=
tion of reducing the post by a regular siege.

prooanction o “The American Government with a view of prosecuting
Champlain & the war against Lower-Canada had been at considerable
Swanton, pains and expence in erecting Barracks, Hospitals and
Magazines at different points along Lake Champlain,
particularly at Burlington, Plattsburgh, Champlain and
Swanton in the neighbourhood of the frontiers ; and it was
deemed expedient by tiie Commander of the Forces to fit
out an expedition at Isle-aux-Noix for the purpose of des
stroying them, as well as to divert the attention of the enes
my from the Upper-Province. The two armed vessels ro-
cently captured were put in commisgion, under Capt. Pring
who was sent from the fleet on Lake Ontario, and pl‘omolea
to them by Sir James Yeo, with the rank of Commander,
Captain Everard, commanding the Wasp Sloop of Wan
afad) having arrived at Quebec at that juficture, was orde
from thence, with his Seamen to the Isle-aux-Noix, where
as Senior Officer, he assumed the command of the two ves-
sels and the three gun-boats, which had soon been put ina
competent state of repair after the action. On the twenty=
ninth of July, this small fleet was completely equipped,
i and having received on board about nine hundred mer
* 1n this affair no more than 108 men were engaged on the partof the British

Tt is worthy of notice, that this was the first action in which the 100th Regiment
kad been engaged; an auspicions omen of the sallantry afterwards dit
played by that meritorious corps ia common with the other troops at Ni-
azara. 1t is also a singular fact, that (e belonging to His Majesty’s Sluop of
i War, Alert, some time previously coptured by the Uniied Stated Frigale Bssex
Were on'board these vessels, ' > 4

con-
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consisting of a detachment of the 13th Regiment, under
Lieut. Colonel Williams (of that Regiment) second in com=

mand, and some companies of the 100th and 103d Regiments, ‘™~

under therespective commands of Lieut. l'olou(-ls'l‘u_\'lnr and
Smelt, commanding the rightand left wings of theexpedition,
with some Artillery, under Captain Gordon, and a few of
the embodied militia as batteaux men, the whole under the
command of Colonel Jolin Murray, Inspecting-Field-Officer,
moved from Isle-aux-Noix for Lake Champlain, The expedi=
tion proceeded up the Lake with much order, and on the
Slst landed without opposition at Platl-‘-hur%{h, from
whence General Moore with a considerable body of men,
(reported at about fifteen hundred,) had pm\.mual\ retived
on the applu.uh of the British. Here, Colonel \|u||ty
having previously embarked all the warlike Stores, of which
a considerable quantity was found in the Arsenal, and hav-
ing destroyed such as he could not conveniently take away,
get fire to the enemy’s Arsenal, public hl]lltllll(f-s. Commis-
sariat Stores and Barracks, recently erected .md (thlhll of
accommodating from four to five thousand men. While the
troops were thus r-mp'lnw(l during that day and the whole

of the night, C aptains Everard and Pring, in the Growlerand
Eacle, \\llh a gun-boat, proceeded to Hluluurmn where Ge=
neral Hamimm lay encamped with four lhuu-.nul men, and
threw that place into the utmost consternation. Having
captured :uultlvn‘lruy-'(l within sight of the enemy’s forces,
fonr vessels, Captain Everard returned to Plattsburgh
where the troops were re-embarked and ]H‘nrm'nlul to .“\\\:!n-
ton. Colonel Murray while on the way thither sent a de-
tachment to Champlain, for the purpose of destroying the
Barracks and a Block House at that post, The main body
having visited Swanton, and effected the purpose !Jl the ex-
pulmnn to the fullest extent of His Excellency’s orders,
returned to Isle-aux-Noix, where they arrived on the 1umlh
of August.

The army acting upon the extensive ling of operations
along the frontiers of Lower and Up per- -Canada, (at the
10\\‘(‘-1. computation, one thousand miles from Lake ( hame
plain to Michilimakinac) was by 1lu able amangements of
the Commissary General, Sivr W, H. Rabinson, and the un-
wearied exertions of the De pnlnum under his directions,
copiously aupplml at every point with provisions and com=
missariat stores of all llt'k(llplmlh The small post at La-
chine was converted into a Ifepu( and placed under the

M2 supere
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superintendence of John Finlay, Esquire, sst. Commiga
sary (veneral .‘.‘“"I whence the whole sup jlluw iui the U Pper=
Province, were, by that Gentleman forwarded to King oston
with the most indefatic rable diligence. To intercept the
convoys ot battcaux with i!]i]\lhl[h;‘-\ from that ])f)'-l to 1‘\mgg.
ton, the Americans had sent several cruisers and privateers
from Sacket's Harbour to the vicinity of Prescot, and
among the Thousand Islands. On the 20th July the ene-
iy having succeeded in surprising and capturing at day
breal a bricade of batteaux loaded with provisions under
convoy of'a gun-boat, with which they retired several miles
up Goose Creek, on the Soutli of the St. Lawrence, below
Gananogue, three eun-boats under the command of Lieut,
Scott of E\‘un:. vavy, were desparched from Kingston
withadetachmentof the 100th Regiment under Capt. \1mtm,
with a view of intercepting tl‘ m on their return to Sace
ket's Harbour, They proceede led to the lower end of Long Is-
land, where having ascertained the retreat of the ENemy,
they immediately pushed for that place, but before they came
in siehi u;'ﬂi the ‘American vessels, the evenin o was 100
far advanced to make an attack with any pw-!z(-'ct of suc-
cess ; 1t was therelore determined to deter the attack until
the next morning.  Another gun boat arriving inthe course
of the evening with a detac hment ofthe 4 Ist Rt-ummm under
Major Fre nd, that Officer assumed the mmn::md, anid at
hree o'clock the next morning, proceeded up the Creek

1!
with the gun-boats in the l'“l"’"‘ of gaining the ene-
my’s position at the dawn of day. 'They proceeded untl
the channel became so narrow that the gun-boats could
neither use their oars nor Hllu, Sp asto hnnu their guns 44]
bear upon the banks, and it was discovered thnt Llu- ene-
my had taken precautions to obstruct their further progress
by felling large trees across the Creek, In endeayouring
to remove these impediments they were fired upon by the
American vesgels, dand from a gun which they had landed on
the left bank, su ] pmlul with musketry from the surround-
ing woods. A few of the soldiers who had landed on.the
]‘i;‘“lll bank having re-embarked in the sternmost boats, leapt
into the stream and carrying their muskets on their
heads succeeded, after \\.ulmrr through the water and
swampy soil contiguous thereto, in l{nl'(’lﬂlﬂ‘ a landing on
the left bank, and led on by ]:l(’ltl. Fawcet, of the [00th
Regiment, drove theenemyin gallantstyle, \\lmrctreatedWIlh
precipitancy to their Inn mtrenchment. This spirited ads
vance say ed the guu-bmla, the foremost of which (the nnly

oip
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one that bore upon the enemy) exposed to a galling fire had
been disabled. Major Frend finding the enemy strongly
posted, and, from the impracticability of bringing the other
gun-boats into action, that a further perseverance must be
attended with a greater sacrifice oflives than the nature of
the enterprize seemed to justify, re-embarked the troops and
retired from the unequal contest, In this affair Captain
Milnes, Aid-de-Camp to the Commander of the Forces, was
mortally wounded. 'This gallant young officer, had acci-
dentally met Major Frend in pursuit of the enemy, and ims
pelled by a thirst of honor hm\ volunteered his services to
assist in accomplishing his purpose. The enemy emboldens
ed by this momentary success continued to eruise with im-
punity in the same neighbourhood to the annoyance of the
Comumissariat transport service, when a movement of troops
from the Lower to the Upper Province, afforded a moment=
ary opportunity of checking their temerity. Seven Compa«
nies ofthe 100th Regiment under the command of Lieut, Coe
lonel Taylor, on their route from Isle-aux-Noix, to Upper-Cas
nada, ariving in the middle of Augustat Prescot, Lieut,
Colonel Pearsonin commandat that Post, had previousorders
to form an expedition in conjunction with the detachment
under that Officer, and about eighty seamen that were to
have been there at the same time, (on their route from
Quebec, to Lake Erie, to man the fleet on that Lake un-
der Captain Barclay,)* in order to disladge the enemy from
Goose Creek, and to scour the Thousand Islands infested
by his Privateers. The seamen not arriying s0 spon as
expected, and the urgency of the service in the Upper
Province, requiring the immediate advance of this reinfors
cement oftroops, there was no time for delay, and the exe
pedition consisting of five gun-boats, with upwards of 400
men under the command of Lieut. Colonels Pearson and
Taylor, immediately sat aut for Goose Creek, which the enemy
precipitately abancdoned upon their approach. From thence
they cruised for some time among the Thousand Islands,
and visited (‘n‘;l'-’cll)‘ Point in the vicinity of Sacket's Hare
bour. This excursion proved of material importance to
the security of the transport of provisionsand stores destined
for the l‘inln-r-l’l'a-\imv, as the enemy’s cruisers did not for
the remainder of the present campaign infest these waters.

On Lake Ontario the two Naval Commanders strove with

* It has been asserted that the Seamen oore alluded to, never reached

Lake Erie, as it was fonnd expedient (o detain them at: Kingston for the
service on Lake Quiavie,
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-‘ Caar. indefatigable emulation for the dominion of the Lake. Come
ik ! Y. modore Chauncey after the capture of Fort George, retumed
"I i?ij W to Sacket’s Harbour to await the equipment of his new ship
q I1813.  the Pike, while his adversary Sir James Yeo, scoured

the Lake, and supplied the British army in the neighbours

’ Naval ”';""f' hood of Fort George, with abundance of Storves, In the early
rencesonls -4 g . > ¥ . - .
Ouario,  partof July, Sir James Yeo fitted out an expedition of

boats for Sacket's Harbour, witha view of cutting out their

new ship, then almost rigged and ready to appear on the

| Lake. He arrived unobserved at the vicinity of’ that Port,
and would probably have effected his purpose had not the

escape of two deserters from his party, which had landed

for refreshment, and in order to remain concealed unul

night should favor the enterprise, given the alarm to the

enemy. This unlucky incident induced him to relinquish

the undertaking and return to Kingston. Towards the end

of July the American fieet again appeared with augmented

force upon the Lake, and Commodore Chauncey haying

received a company of artillery, witha considerablé number

of troops under Colonel Scott, proceeded for the head of

the Lake, with a view of seizing and destroying the Stores

at Burlington heiglts, the principal dépét of the army on

the Niagara Frontier, then occupied by a small defach-

ment under Major Maule. The design of the enemy against

this depét being suspected, Lieutenant Colonel Battersby,

Commanding the Glengary Regiment, upon being notified

to thateffect by Lieutenant Colonel Harvey, Deputy Adjus

tant General, moved forward from York, and by a march of

extraordinary celerity arived with a reinforcement in time

to save the depét, which the enemy, on finding the British

~ prepared to receive them, did not deemit prudent to attack.

Commodore Chauncey on learning that York, by the ad-

vance of Lieut. Colonel Battersby to Burlington Heights, was

; left destitute of troops, seized the opportunity and bore

i away for that Port, which he entered on the 3lst July.

¢ Here the Americans landed without opposition, and ha-
ving taken possession of the small quantity of stores found

- i at that place, they set fire to the barracks and public store-

' i houses, and having re-embarked their troops, bore away for

If,, Niagara. It is a coincidence of ecircumstances worthy of

notice, that on the same day in which the American Com-

mander was employed in burning the barracks and stares
at York, Lieutenant Colonel Murray was not less activel
i employed on the same business at Plattsburgh. The Britis

s fleet sailed from Kingston on the Jast day of July, with

sup-
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supplies for the army at the head of the Lake, and on the
eighth of August looked into Niagara, where the enemy’s

fleet lay moored. The latter hove up, and bore down’

npon the British fleet, with which they maneuvred until
the tenth, when a partial engagement ensued, in which two
small vessels, of forty men each, (the Julia and Growler,)
were cut off and captured’ by the British. Commodore
Chauncey somewhat disheartened with the loss ofthese, and
two other small vessels, the Scourge of eight, and Hamilion
of nine guns, upset by a press of sail to escape the British
fleet, with the loss of'all hands, except sixteen men picked
up by the British, bore up for Niagara, from whence he
sailed almost immediately for Sacket’s Harbour, where he
arrived on the thirteenth of August. Here he provisioned
his fleet, and instantly made sail for Niagara, where he
remained at anchor until the British fleet appeared off” that
Harbour, earlyin the morning of the seventh of September,
when the American fleet again weighed and bore down
upon the British, with which they maneuvered until the
twelfth, when the latter retired into Amherst Bay near
Kingston. During these five days, but few shots were ex-
changed between the larger ships, without any injury to
either side. The Americans however had much the advan-
tage in weight of metal and long guns. The fieets again
met on the 28th September off’ York, when an engagement
ensued for near two hours, in which the Wolfe, command-
ed by Sir James Yeo, lost her main and mizen top masts,
and would probably have been captured, had not the Royal
George, commanded by captain Mulcaster, run in bet«
ween the Wolfe and the Pike, taking the latter in arvaking
sosition, 5o as to afford the Wolfe an opportunity of hau=
{il off and clearing away the wreek. 'l‘his affair termina-
u-:f; in the retreat of the British fleet under Burlington
heights, whither the enemy did not think proper to pursue itz
a resolution, which if adopted by the American Commander
might probably have been fatal to the British fleet on Lake
Ontario. On the first of October, the American fleet set
sail from Fort George with a convoy of troops for Sacket's
Harbour, where an expedition was preparing, whose desti-
nation was as yet unknown. The British fleet left their
anchorage under Burlington Heights on the next day and
came insight of the enemy, but no attempt was made to
bring ona general engagement. The American fleet in
their way to Sacket’s Harbour fell in with, and captured
five small vessels out of seven, with upwards of 250 men of

De
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De Watteville's Regiment from York, bound for Kingsa
ton, where an attack was apprehended. This loss though
apparently trifling in itself, was severely felt, by reason of
the few forces in the Upper-Province.  For the remainder
of the season nothing of moment occurred on this Lake,
and indeed the Naval Commanders appear to have considersd

the question of too great importance to their r('sp(-clivcl

Governments to stake the fate of the war in Upper-Canada,
upon a deeisive naval engagements
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CHAPTER VL

HE campaign towards the autamn assumed a more Cirav.
systematic and meénacing character. At the bepin- Vi

T'linu' of’ September, the forces at Burlington (Vermont) uns ™=
der (u-noul H.nn]mm moved across Laké Champlain o 1813,
Plattshurgh, with a view of penetrating into the district of

Montreal, while Genprhl Wilkinson with 10,000 men ot

Sacket’s H.nl.mu. was préparing under the immediate di-

rection of General Armstrong the Seeretary of war, a nu-

merous flotilla of batteaux and Durham boats, for an expe-

dition supposed to be destined either doainst Kingston or

1

T‘lmm'-.:l Genetal Harrison with an ar ny of eight thou-
sand men on thé Miami viver, oaly waitétl for the cqiij
ment ofthe American fleet fitting out wuler Commodori
Perry at Presqu’lsle, to move his forces against Detroit, and
to cart'y on offensive operations agaihst the British in the
neighbotrhood of Lake Erie.  Captain Barclay, who had
éarly in the summer, assumed the command of “the British
squadron on Lake Erie, blockaded the American fleet, se
as to prevent theiv crossing the Bar at Pres 1‘1'{'!0 (whicly
the enenty could not efféet withont uns shipping their guns,)
until toward the conclusion of August, when havin
sion to bear awdy for Long Point, the enemy seize
moment of his absence and crossed the Bar. Finding o
liis return the énemy ready for the Lake, and too powe
for his small ﬂln.nlm 1, he bore away for Amhe {
await the equipment of the De oIt recently  launched,
Commodore Perry sailed shortly after him for the head of
the Lake. and appeared at the commencement of  Sept
beér, for several days successively off Amherstburgh, in ~1. -
fiance of the British r-(]il:ltll‘()}l. TeLiNing every evening te
his anchorage at Put-in-Bny. The British forces in l?u_-
Michigan l(tl‘um\, and its neighbourhood, falling short of
ﬂlpp\lu for which they depended solely upon the foot,
Captain Barclay had no other rmative than to risk a
general engagement.  With this resolution, he made suil

¢ |
from Amherstburgh on the 9th S ptember, manned with
only fifty or sixty seamen, (including a small reinforcem
of thirty-six men from Lake Ontario) and Detach
feonn the 41st, and Royal Newfoundland Regiments n Tactigh
wines. On the tenth in the morning the enemy’s Heet w ekl
N rlem
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descried at anchor in Put-in-Bay, which immediate}
weighed and bore down upon the British squadron, while
the wind blowing a gentle breeze from the South West,
veering round to the South East, gave the enemy the
weather gage. At a quarter before twelve, the British com-
nienced firing, which was in ten minutes afterwards return=
ed by the enemy who bore up for close action. The enga-
gement continued with unabated fury until half past
two, when the enemy’s principal ship, the Lawrence, being
rendered unmanageable, Commodore Perry left her in char
ge of his first Lieut. Yarnal, and hoisted his Pendant on
board the Niagara. Soon after this Officer had left the
Lawrence her colours were struck, but the British from
the weakness of their crews and the destruction of theis
boats were unable to take possession of her. It was at this
anxious and interesting juncture, that the fate of the day
seemed to poise in favor of the British: and Commodore
Perry even despaired of the victory, when a sudden breeze
revived his hopes, and turned the scale in his favor. This
fortunate Commander finding the Niagara had suffered
lightly in the engagement, made a desperate effort to retrieve
the fortune of'the day, and taking advantage of the breeze,
shot ahead of the Lady Prevost, Queen Charlotte and
funter, raking them with her starboard guns, and engaged
the Detroit, which being raked in all directions soon bes
came unmanageable. The Niagara then bore round ahead
of the Queen Charlotte, and hanling up on the starboard
tack, engaged that Ship, giving atthe same time a rakin
five with her larboard guns to the Chippawa and little Belt,
while the smaller vessels closing to grape and canister
distance, maintained a tremendons and most destructive fire.
T'his masterly,and but too successful mancuvre decided the
contest.  Captain Barclay, being severely and dangereusly
wounded, Captain Finuis of the Queen Charlotte, killed,
and every Commander, and Officer second in  command
cither killed or disabled, the Detroit and Queen Charlottes
perfeet wreeks, aftera desperate engagement of n n\‘ardﬁ.(vf
three hours, was compelled to surrender. B)‘ this decisive
action, the whole of tlie British squadron on Lake Erie
was captured by the enemy, who newbecame uncontrollable
muasters of that L The enemy lost in this action twens
tyv-seven men in killed and ninety six-men wounded. The
British lost three officers and thirty-cight men killed, and
uine officers and eighty-five men wounded,

The
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The Prisoners were landed at Sandusky and treated Cuars

with the greatest humanity by the the American Comme- Vi
dore, who paroled Captain Barclay, and treated that gale ‘™
lant Officer with all the kindness and attention which his k813,

unsuceessful bravery deserved.

The army in possession of the Michigan Territory and in
the neighbourhood of Detroit, by this disastrous defeat
were now de puu-i of'eve ry |nn-] weet of obtain 1:--- future s =
plies trom angston by way of Lake Ontario, anda speedy
eyacuation of l)vluul and a retreat ln\\.n.’la the head of that
].akv. became inevitable. Commodore Perry, as soon af-

¢ the engagement ns circumsiances would mimil. trans-
]‘tnlml the American Hsu:-- under the Lmnll:rml! of General
Harrison, from Portave River and Fort Meigs, to Puf-in=
By, from whenee ml-_\ vere conveyed to the ne |

of Am herstbnrgh, W hiclt they occupied jon the evening of
the 23d ot i Procror having previously
falien back upon Bandwich atter setting fire !u the Ni vy

Yard, Barracks and Public Stores, at the former place

General Proctor seeing the enemy [l-‘:e‘:::li!h.l to follow up
his first success, by an immediate march upon D troit,
formd his troops void of resonrees, too r
to make a stand and ({I-;mh' the occug
dvainst the overwhelming o i
determined to ret

:"[i' ber, (l“l-

('\i m 11-. Nt s
of that Post
thercfore
vard the

\
wt along

head of Lake Ontario,  On ed

Detroit and Fort Sandwich, i his retreat JEvacvationef
T \ 141 1) 1Dy L

toward the Thames, having en destroyed the public Bruish.

stores at those posts. b this reverse of fortune the Indians
mnder Colonel Elliot of the Indian Hepartment, with Tes
cumseh. still adhered to his standard with unshaken fide-
lity. and covered his retvept. - Harrison ocenpicd Sandwich
(‘.ull""\ followin r ‘lii'\ ({tha Tth S !‘!.:.‘r d on the secol d |-f‘
October marched m guest ¢ { the shattered remains of the
British Forees umder (u neral l roctor, escorted by a numns
ber of batteanx, and-three gun=boats, ander I" ' il"”" di-
ate direction ot Commodore Periy. On the h of Octo-
ber, lie game up with the rear anard of the British, and
gucceeded in captar 1 ' their ammunition and
sLOTOs, {n‘h(ll‘ Proctor, under this sccond reverse of for-
tune, by which he wa: lete de
sistence and deftnes. found himsell comp led to stake the

titute of the means of sub-

fiite of the remmant of his small army on a general engage-
ment, He accordingly assmned.a position on the ht
~ V 2 e "‘L
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"T!J‘ €rap. bank of the Thames, at the Moravian Town (an Indisn
£ “ Vi \‘ii'?l_-.:\'.J the left of his line, esting on the river mldsup-.
:“1;“ ‘% poried by a field piece, Lis vight on a swamp, at the dige
.-" | 1815. tanee of near 200 yards from the river, and lianked by the

" whole Indian force attached to the division. The intermes
: diate ground covered with lofty trees, was dry and some-
what elevaied. Iy thig position he waited the approach of

the enemy, who, liaving on the mornipg of the Sth of Og-

tober, ]:-n;w.l the river at a rapid, 12 miles below the Ma-

ravian village, by means of two or three boats and a few

! {ndian eavoes tound on the spat, and by erossing a
number ol infantry behind the horsemen, came up with

i the British in the afternoon of that inglorious day. Ge-
. neral Harvison dvew up his men in two lines, and se-

cured bis left ffank which was opposed to the Indians, by

u Division tiwown back en Polence, and without any pres

vious engagement by Infantyy, ordered his mounted Kene

! tuckiang (accustomed from their boyhood to ride with ex-
traovdinary dexterity throngh the most embarrassed woods)

to charge at full speed upon the Britjsh, which they effeets

tt Ratt's at the el before the latter had time (p digcharge their third fire
orgrian V ke By this- cavalry charge of the enemy, the Lroops worm

i o fene- flown with fatigve and hunger, and dispirited by the une

ral Procior. promising appearance of the campaign, became totally

routed, and for the most part, surrendered themselves Jitie

soners, while the General, and his personal Staff, sought

their safety in flight.  The Indians in the mean time car-

ried on the contest with the left of the American line, with

furious determination : but these faithfinl allies. finding all

hopes of retrieving the day to be in vaip, vielded to the

overwhelming numbers of the enemy, and reluctantly left

the licld. They howeyer remained in the neiglhhbourhood,

' and harrassed the enemy on his retreat to Detroit and
I Sandwich, whithey he returned immediately afier the ac-
tion. The British are said to have lost twelve killed and

twenty-two wounded. The Americans stated their own

loss at seven killed and twenty-two wounded. Thirty-

three Indians were found dead on the field ; among them

! the famous chicet and warrior Tescumsely, not less cele-

brated for his humanity, a virtue little known among In-
dians in a state of war, than by his bravery, his eloquence,
and his influence among our Indian allies, Upwards of six
hundred of the British, including twenty-five officers, were
i macde prisoners of war. They who vscni)vd_ macle the best
G of their way to Ancaster, at the head of the Lake Ontario,
eX-
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sxposed at an inclement season, to all the horrors of a Cuare,
dreary wildernes, .'1 hunger and of’ Lunme. On the seven- V1.
teenth of October, they Rendezvoused at that place to the ™~y
number of two hundred and forty-six, including the Ge- 1513,
meral and seventeen officers.*

This disaster of the British arms in that quarter, seems
®ot to have been palliated by those precautions, and that
presence of mind, which, even in defeat, re flect lustre
upon a Commander,  The bridges and roads in the rear of
the retreating army were left entire, while its progress was
retarded by an useless and eminbrous load of baggage. Whe-
ther the m'glul sprung from an erroneous contempt of
the enemy. or from disobedience of’ the orders of the Com=
manding Oflicer, is not well understood ; but the d
led to the harshest recrimination, and involved the divi=
H;('H of Ilh‘ orave 1!'-»1»5“; II.H[ imrl hitherto '-t'l\'~‘ll “.xlh
konor in the Michigan territory, in undeserved disgrace.

Notwithstanding these events the British still retained
possession of Michilimackinae, which secured our infiuen=
¢e over the Indian Tribes of the West, and thongh Genes
sal Harrison, contemplated an expedition against that

: ll'.h[,

* The Ameriean officia) statement of the number of prisoners taken ‘n
thi= allais, alinost exad *ily coiuctdes with the Br G it ven ‘ral Har=
rison in his Oficinl De pA teh, saye, © Pleft the army before an official re-

tiirn of the prisoners, @ i that of the killed and wonnded was made ont,
1t wis however asceriain d that the former amounted to six hundred qnd
#ne reralars, inclnding twenty-five officers. Our loss is seven killed a0d
twentystwo wonnded, live of which died since.  OfF the British (roops, tweave
wore killed and twenty-lwe wonnded. The Indians suffc red most==-=1h 1 y=
f[vru of them having been found upon the ground, besides those killed om
the retrea

Tie British loss can be & stained from the following extract from the
Geoeral Order of the ( r of Forces of the 24th of November
1813, relative to Genera feat on the 5th of Oclober, 1813,

Killed, wounded, and missing in reireat and in the action of the bth Oe=
fober, 1813,

1 Tnspecting Field Officer, 1 Deputy- A sistant Qu’lrhr Mastrr General,
1 Fort Adjutant, ! Hospital-Mite, 1 Licut. lnInn.L ¢ Captains, 12 Lieu-
tepant.,. 4 Linugus,. | Pay-yuster, 1 A aut Surgeon, 34 Serjeants, 13
Drummers, 550 Rupk and File, 46 Horses,

fucaster on the 1Tth October, 1813,
Camp, 1 Siaff Adjntant,
i Quarter-Masier, 9 A

1 Major-¢

3 Capains,

‘ne Vajor of Brigade, 1 Aid
II..- ntenant s 2 bosigns, 1 Adjn

sistant Surgeons, 15 Serjeants, 9 Lirdmmers, and File, 53 ”ul‘n 0.
i hoof the Divisivn on the 10k of September, 1813
neral, 1 hospecting-Firld-Gflicer; 1 Major ol Brignde, 1 De-

ant Quarter-M

vitnt, 1 mpLil- !

p. 1 Sta -‘-wi]-' int,

O Captains, 20 La -
-Masier, 4 \w:smnh
lu-, Y9 Horses,

A =de=(
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past, he found the season too far advanced to ¥111}’lﬂl'take the
enite !'|!'i-L' with any prospect of success. For tus reason,
and from a belief, that the Garnison of that Post, cut off
from all resources must necessarily fall of uself, he aban.
doned the project, not aware that it might, though with
some pains be ;'ui:i'ms‘.} supplied by way of York or the (O«
tawa River. His disposeable {orces were theretore conveye
el from the head of Lake Erie to Bulialoe, from whence
they were forwarded to Niagara and Fort (;('urg(‘ Lo sup-
sy the detachments which had moved from thence 10 Suage
L‘L'n Harbour.

The Commander of the Forces, whose Head-Quarters
were at Kingston, having cause to suspect an attack au that
Point, by the armament preparing at Sacket’s Harbour,
re-called Major General De “llllL‘inlni:\qh with a part of his
force from the Niagara frontiér, leaving Major General
Vincent to continue the invesiment of Fort Creorge. | Now
sooner had these orders been carried into eflect for the see
curity of Kingsion, than General Vincent ascertained
by several snccessive expresses from General Procior, hisres
treat from Amberstburgh, and his total discomfiture at the
Moravian Village. 8o circumstanced, he judged it expes
dient for the succour of the broken remains of the right di-
vision retreating towards the head of the Onario, as well
as [or the safery of his army, to raise the invesiment of Fort
Cicorme and 1o fall back and concentrate his forces at Dure
lington Heights, lest General Harrison by a bold and rapid
march, or by a sudden descent in the ficet from Amherst-
buigh, should pre-ocenpy that important jposition, which
if aflected by the enemy, would place hiim between the twoy
hostile armies.

To retire with order and safety at a moment when the
encimy embaldened by reeent trinmplis, and the advaniage
of superior numbers, might bya decisive stroke, have dispers-
ed our forces on the Niagara frontier, was a movement of the

utnost consequence to tue security of Upper-Canada.

The British Tine extending in front of Fort George from
the Four-Mile Creck on Lake Ontario, to the cross roads
and 8t. Davids, was so extremely weakened by sickness a8
1o be scarcely able from three or four thousand men to ex-
bitit one third of that number of offective firelocks in case
of eme.gency : but the superior advantages of decision and

: method
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method in effecting the retreat amply provided for the safety
of the movement. Early in the morning of the 9th of Oe¢-
tober, the main body with the bagsage fell back in silence
and with good order, while the picquets remained at their
Posts in front of Fort George, in order to engaze the atten-
1inn Uf'lhv enemy, \\"un were not aware ()1' the retreat mnil
the evening, when the picquets fell back upon seven compa-
nies of the 100th Regiment under the command of Licut
Colonel Taylor, which were selected for the oceasion, and
with the light company of the 8th: Regiment and a fow In-
dians, the whole attached to the command of Colonel Vr-

ray, constituted the rear gnard, and covered the vetreat of

the main body. 'This small but effective force, and which
during the investment had participated in all the fatigues
and privations incident to that service, proceeded in the
rear of the army by slow and deliberate marclies, and
though closely pressed for several davs by a Brigade of 1500
men under Brigadiers General M*Clure and Porter from
Fort George, so effectnally checked their pursuit as to afs
ford time to General Vincent to collect the remains of the
right division under General Proctor and to prepare liim-
sell against an attack at Burlington Heights,

After a few days march and constant mancenvring with
M:Clure'’s division, the rear guard finally assumed a posi-
tion at the already celebrated Stoney Creek, from which
the enemy did not think it prudent to attenipt to dislodge
them.

The Commander of the Forees having left Major Genes
ral De Rottenburgh in charge of the Civil and Milnary
commands in Upper-Canada, returned to Montreal tow=
ard the end of September, to meet the invasion with which
the enemy threatened the Lower Province. General Hamp-
ton after having transported his force across Lake Cham-
plain, lay encamped for some daysat Cumberland Head
near Plattsburgh.  On the 20th of September, he entered
Lower-Canada, (his advanced guard having surprised a
small Piquet early in the morning) at Odeltown, at the
lower extremity of Lake Champlain, with upwards of five
thousand men. The road leading from thence to 'Acas<
die and the open ‘Country in the neighbourhood of Montre-
al, lies through a swum'pv wood of upwards of five leagues
which had been cut up and rendered impracticable by
abbatis since the preceding campaign, by the \'uilig,rm"vs

undeg
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unier Lient. Colonel De Salaberry, and was now guarde®
by a tew of the Frontier Fight Infantry, and some Indians
under the direction of Captain Mailloux. These were im-
mediately reinforced by the flank companies of the 4th Bag-
talion of Embodied Militia under Major Perranlt, and the
Canadian Voltigeurs under Lieut. Colonel De Salaberpy
who commanded the advance. Had Hampton immediately
sent forward abody of Riflemen through the woods, he migh
without much difficulty, have obtained a footing in the open
Country near St. Johiis : which if he could have Sieceeded
in c‘)cm:i)yinu'. must have led to the surrenderof the Islosanxs
Noix. He however séems not to have been aware of our
weakness, or to have plaeed little relianice in the discipline
and perseverance of his troops.. On the 23d Sc[‘:lembt'r, he
evacuated Odeltown, and moved with his whole foree west
ward, toward the head of Chateauguay River, under pretext
of the impracticability of advancing through the Odeltown
road for want of water for his cavalry, and cattle; owingte
the extraordinary drouth of the Season.

At this momentous crisis, the Commander of the Forees
1ssued an‘animating Proclamation, calling for the exertions
of the people in repelling the threatened invasion ; and the
militia in the district of Montreal. turned out with the
same ardour and alacrity as in the preceding campaign.

Lt. Colonel. Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, with the Canadian Voltis

ks the E-5

geurs, on ascertaining the route the enemy had pursued,

campmoved in like manner to Chateangnay, where he was or-

ai Feur L’m-d(‘

red by the Commander of the I'orces, to proceed to the
enemy’s camp at Fowur Corners, at the head of the Chatean=
ghay, inorder to create analarm, and if possible dislodge him
by a surprise. To effect this service (the accomplishment
of which appeared quite impracticable to Lient. Colonel
D Salaberry, with the very limited force under his coms
mand) he proceeded throngh the woods along the Chatean=
guay, with one hundred and fifty of his Voltigeurs, the
Lighit Company of Canadian Fencibles, and about one
lrundred Indians, under the direction of Capt. Gaucher;
and on the afternoon of the first of October, arrived, uns
ebserved, at the vicinity of the enemy’s camp. By the in
discretion of one of his Indians, who had discharged his
piece, an alarm was created, when Lieut. Colonel De Sala
berry ﬁu:li'lg himself discovered, imm~liately collected fil'i_!
of his Veltigears, with winch, and his Indians, he pushed
in

@
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fito the eriemy’s advanced camp, consisting of two Liglt
Battalions of about four hundred men each, and drove
them for a considerable distance, until perceiving the main
body of the enemy making movements to cireumvent him,
he fell back, and took'up his former positidn at the skirt
of the woods. From this point Lieut. Colorel De Sala=-
berry again made ai.other charge, but the alarm being now
universal in the eamp, and the Indians havinge fallen to the
rear, his men were obliged to retire, leaving him and Cap-
tains Chevalier Duchesnay. and Gaucher, with a tew trusty
Voltigeurs, who skirmished with the enemy until afier dark.,
Of thie Americans, one officer and one man were killed, and
ouly one wounded, by their own statement ; though othex
more probable accounts, state their loss at twenty-five
killed and wounded. This affair, though of inferior mo=
mernits deserves our attention, as it afforded an occasion
to Lieut. Colonel- De Salaberry, of leading his Yoltigeurs
_for the first time into action, and probably gave him a just
confidence in the valour of his countrymen, which a few
days afterwards they so nobly exemplitied under their gals
lant Leaderat Chateaugnay. After thisrencounter he return=
ed to Chateaugnay, taking the precaution of breaking up
the road in his rear, and acquainting himself with the
ground over which Hampton was expected to make his
way into the Province, and finally assumed a judicious
position in a thick wood, on the left bank of the Chateau-
guay river, at the distance of two leagues above the Fork
or confluence of the English and Chateauguay rivers, where
he threw up  temporary breast works of logs, covering
his front and right flank by extended abbatis while his
left was secured by the river,

Here he resolved to await the enemy and maintain his
ground with a handful of Canadians, against the whole
strength of the invading army. In his rear there was @
small rapid where the river was fordable : this he cover-
ed with a strong breast work and a guard: keeping at the
same time a strong picquet of the Beauharnois milita in
advance on the richt bank of the River, lest the = ene-
my approaching under cover of the forest might cross the
Ford, and dislodge him from his ground. The occupancy
of this position, Hampton justly considered of the first
importance to the ulterior object of the campaign, as the
country from thence to the mouth of the Chateauguay, being
principally open and eultivated, atforded ne streng points
.. 0 =
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;r:.- Crarp to check ‘his progress to the St. Lawrence, _and prevenie hig
1 VI. junction with General Wilkinson's division, which i
'Fl ? A= fact was not yet in readiness to move,

i 1814,

General Hampton in the mean time, to distract and di
vide the attention of the British, directed Colonel Clark
to carry on a petty warfare on the Eastern side .of' Lalhe
Champlain, and that ruthless Depredator accordingly ins
fested the settlements in Missiskoui Bay, where he plun:
dered the inhabitants in the most wanton manner.

On the 2Ist of October, General Hampton again ens
tered Lower-Canada, having early in the morning of tha-
day dispatched his light troopsand a Regiment ofthe Line unt
der Brigadier-General Izard, to dislodge a small picque
of sedentary militia, and a few Indian warriors, at the june-
tion of the Outarde and Chateauguay rivers, where the
main body arrived on the 22d. On the 24th, having op-
ened and completed a large and practicable road from his
position at Four-Corners, (a distance of 24 miles,) throug
\ woods and morasses, which Lient. Colonel De Salaberry on
f returning from Four-Corners, had broken up and embaye

rassed with abbatis, the whole of his artillery (10 field pieces)
and stores were brought forward to his new position, about
seven miles from Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry’s post.

Battleof Cha<  Fromi this point he dispatched Colomel Purdy witha
LEHRURY light Brigade, and a strong body of Infantry of the line, at
anearly hourin the night of the 25th, with orders to gain

the Ford, -and fall on the rear of Lieut. Colonel De Sala

berry’s position ; while the main body were to commenee

the attack in front. Purdy’s Brigade proceeded, but were

misled and bewildered in the woods, either through the

| ignorance or treachery of the guides, and did not gain the
k point of attack as directed by -the Commanding Officer.
g General Hampton however advanced next morning (26th
Oct.) under the expectation of hearing the intended at-

tack at the Ford, and atten o’clock made his 2 pearance

“with about three thousand five hundred men, under (Gene-

1: ral Izard on the high road, leading to the abbatis, and drove
| W a small picquet of twenty-five men, who falling back
upona sccond picquet made a resolute stand, and maintain-

ed a smart fire upon the enemy. Lieut. Colonel De Sala-

berry upon hearing the musketry promptly advanced with

the light company of the Canadian Fencibles, coummms

¢ e
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ed by Captain Ferguson, and two companies of his Vol-
tigeurs commanded by Captains Chevalier and L. Juche-

Citar,

VL

reau Duchesnay. The first of these companies he posted Vet

on the right, in front of the abbatis, in extended order, its
right skirting on the adjoining woods and abbalis, among
which were distributed a few Abenaqui Indians. Cap-
tain Chevalier Duchesnay’s Company of Voltigeurs in ex=
tended order, occupied the ground from the left of this
company to the River Chateauguay, and the third company
under Captain L. Jucherean Duchesnay withabout thirty-
five sedentary militia, under Captain Longtain, were thrown
back en Poience along the margin of the river, for the pur-
sose of Hanking, or preventing a flank fire from the enemy
i the event of his appearance on the opposite side of the
wiver. The enemy i the mean time advanced with steadi-
ness in open column of sections to within musket shot,
when Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry discharged his rifle as
a =ional to commence firing, at which a mounted officer
was seen to tall. T'he Bugles sounded and a quick fire was
immediately opened upon the enemy who wheeled up inta
e, and commenced a five in Battalion vollies, which from
the position of their line was almost totally thrown to the
right of the Canadians; and of no eficct whatever. '|‘|u‘y
however soon changed their front parallel to their adversa-
ries. by facing to the right, and fyling up with speed, when
the engagement became general. The retreatof'a few skir-
mishers. rather advanced in the centre of the line, being
mistaken by theenemy for aflight, an universal sliout ensued,
which was re-echoed by the (Canadians, and the reinforee-
ments in reserve under Lieut, Colonel M*Donnell, while
Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry as aruse de guerre ordered-the
bugles placed at intervals, in the abbatis to sound an advan-
ce : this had the desired eflect and checked the ardour of'tl
enemy, who suspected that the Canadians were advancing
in great mumbers to circumvent them. The noise of the
engagement brought on Colonel Purdy’s division on the
opposite side of the river, which having driven in the picquet
of the sedentary militia under Captain Bruguier, were pres=
sing on for the Ford. at which Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry
ordered the light company of the 3d. Baualion Embodied
Militia, under Captain Daly, to cross and take up the
ground abandoned by the picquet. Captain Daly with his
company erossed at the Ford, and having advanced fell in
with, and drove back the advanced guard of the Americans
upon the main bodyy which still pressed forward and com-
9

02 pelled

L
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pelled him in his turn to fall back. Having repulsed Gip-
tain Daly’s Company, they were moving on in overwhel-
ming numbers with eagerness and speed close on the bank
ol the ver, until 0] |Iz)-itt‘ to ('al:l:‘.in L. Jucherean Dy-
chespay’s Company, which hitherto lay concealed, and now
at the word of command from Lieut. Col. De Salaberry
opened so unexpected and effectual a fire upon the enemy,
as to throw lum into the ntinost disorder, and to oeea-
sion a tumultunous and precipitate retreat.

General TTampton finding his arrangements disconcerted
by the total route of the division on the right bank, withe
drew his forces 1n good order at half past two in the afiers
noon, without having made a single afiort to carry the ab-
balis and entrenchments at the point of the bayonet, leay-
ing Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry with scarcely three hun-
dred Canadians masters of the field of action.” Towards the
close of the engagement, Sir George Prevost, with Major Ge-
neral De Watteville, arived an the ground, and witnessed in
person, ihe judicious arrangements and successful exertions
of Licut. Colonel De Salaberry and his gallant comrades
and counntryimen, wliose prowess on tlie occasion cal]ed
forth the warmest encomiuins of the Commander of the
Forces, and gave them a just claim to the disinterested and
impartial applause of history.

)

Captain Daly, while leading on his men, received two
severe wounds. l'pwn'd:-‘ of forty of the Americans were
found dead on the field. The !nss of the Canadians amourts
ed to five killed and twenty in wounded and missing. *

General Hampton having re-occupied his late position,
alled a council of war, where it was determined to fall
back and occupy the former position at Four-Corners, to
secure their communication with the United States: from
thence either to retire into winter quarters or to be r(-:nly
to re-enter Lower-Canada. Pursnant to this determination
the army retired to Four-Corners, while the Canadigns
hung upon their rear and harrassed their retreat.

* The Commander of the Forces was pleased to acknowledge the distig-
guished cupport which Lieut, Colonel De Salaberry experienced from the
zeal and exertions of Captain Ferguson of the Canadian Fencibles, and from
the Cajptains Chevalierand L. Juchercau l)m‘hr.-'n.'.l\.l'['nm Adjutants O Sul-
livan aud Hebden, and Captain Lamotte of the Indian warriors. Sir George
Prevost, in his officiai despatch on t occasion, solicited from the Prince

Regent, asa maiicof his gracious approbation of the Embodied Battalions of
the Uanadian Militia five pairs of Colours, for (he 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th

Banalions, o™
From
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From the fatigues and privations experienced by this di- Cuar.
viston exposed for several weeks to the inclemency of thesea- 1.
san, the enemy’s troops soon assumed the native rawness of vt
recruits, and they wereno more capable of co-operating 1813,
with Wilkinson’s division in the combined movement
against Montreal. 'I'hey shortly after fell back upon Plattse
burgh and retired to winter Quarters.

The plan of the campaign adopted by the American Gov-
ernment, as subsequently developed by the publication of
¢ Sundry Documents submitted to Congress in obedience
“ to a resolution of that Body of the Zlst December 1813,
“tending toexplain the causes of the fulure of the American
“arms on the Northern Frontier,” was, by hastily withdraw=
myg their forces from Fort George to Sacket’s Harbour, to
make a sudden descent upon Kingston, before the British
forces could be called in from the Niagara frontier ; wiule
Ucl‘nphm was to make a simultaneous movement on Lake
Champlain, indicating an intention of attacking - Montreal
and its dependencies, and really to atack them if 1o rein-
force the Upper Province, these posts should be materially
weakened. The lingering progress of the armament at
Sacket’s Harbour afforded time to call in reinfoicements to
Kingston, and afier some discussion between General Wil-
kinson and the Secretary of war, it was determined.at the
instance of the latter, to leave chat post in the rear and pro-
ceed down the St. Lawrence for Montreal. 'T'he American
forces to about ten thousand men accordingly rendezvoused
towards the end of October on Grenadier Island, in the
neighbourhood of Kingston, where General De Rottenburgh
eonfidently expecting an attack, was prepared for the event.
From this point, alier experiencing much- foul weather,
Wilkinson commenced his movement under cover of the
American fleet, and on the 9d November slipt into the St.
Lawrence with a {lotilla of upwards of three hundred boats
of various sizes, escorted by a division of gun-boats. He
proceeded to within three miles of Prescot and landed his
troops on the American shore, who proceeded downwards
by land to a Bay or Cove, two miles below that post, in
erder to avoid the British batteries, while the fiotilla passed
them in the night of the sixth, without sustaining any ma-
terial injm'y in their passage by the cannonade,

The movement of the flotilla down the St. Lawrence be-~
ing ascertuned at Kingston, General De Rottenburgh de-
e tached
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tached a small force from that post, consisting of the 49th
Regiment. commanded by Lient. Colonel Plenderleath,
the 89th Regiment and some Voltigeurs, which when rein-
forced by Lieut. Colonel Pearson with a party of the Cana-
dian Fencibles from Prescot amounted to about 800 rank
and file, the whole commanded by Lient, Colonel Morrizon
of the 89th Regiment and accompanied by the Deputy Ads
jutant-General. This Corps of observation proceeded une
der the escort of a small division of gun-boats. commanded
by Captain Mulcaster R. N. in pursuit of the enemy, and on
the eighth came up with them at Point Iroquois. Gene-
val Wilkinson had on the preceding day directed Colonel
Macomb to land on the British shiore with 1200 men in or-
der to clear the coast down to the head of the Long Sault,
of the militia collecting along the shore from various parts
of the Country. On the 18th this division was reinforced
by Brigadier General Brown’s Brigade, with a body of
Pragoons from the American shore. On arriving at the
Bead of the Long Sault, the whole of the effective men ex<
eept such as were required for navigating the boats down
the rapid, were landed under the orders of Brigadier Genes
ral Boyd, who was to proceed down by land in the rear of
General Brown's division to the foot of the Long Sanlt.
On the tenth, Lieut. Colonel Morrison with the onn-boats
visited the American post at Hamilton where he landed and
took possession of a considerable quantity of provisions and
stores belonging to the Americanarmy with two pieces of O
dnance. Lieut. Colanel Harvey in the mean time follows
ed up the enemy, who in the evening were observed advans
ing from the woods in considerable numbers with a body of
avalry, but upon receiving a few rounds from three field
pieces, and probably finding their pursuers better prepared
than they expected, fell back for the night.* On the en-
suing day, Lient. Colonel Morrison pressed so closely upon
the rear of General Boyd’s divison as to compel him to con=
centrate his forces and give battle, a description of which
cannot be more accurately conveved than by qno[ing Lieat,
Colonel Morrison’s official despatch on the occasion. ¢ The
encmy’s force, consisting of two brigades of Infantry, and
a Regiment of cavalry, amounting to between three and
four thonsand men, moved forward about two o’clock in
the afternoon from Chrystler’s Point. and attacked our ad=
vance, which gradually fell back to the position selected for

* Some smart cannonadicg in the wean time took place beiween the
gun-boats, l i
the
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the detachment to occupy, the right resting on the river,
and the left on a pine-wood, exhibiting about seven hun«
dred yards. The ground being open, the troops were thus
disposed,

The Flank Companies of the 49th Regiment, the detachs
ment of the Canadian Regiment, with one field piece, un=
der Lieut. Colonel Pearson, on the right; a little advanc-
ed on theroad—Three companies of the 89th Regiment,
under Captain Barnes, with a gun formed i echellon with
the advance on its left, supporting it. The 49¢h and the
89th thrown more to the rear, with a gun, formed the main
body and reserve, extending to the woods on the left ; which
were occupied by the Voltigeurs, under Major Herriot, and
the Indians under Lieutenant Anderson—At about half
past two the action became general, when the enemy en-
deavored by moving forward a Brigade from his rigit, w
turn our left, but was repulsed by the 89th Regiment for-
ming en potence with the 49th Regiment, and by moving
forward, occasionally firing by platoons; his efforts were
mext directed against our right, and to repulse this move-
ment, the 49th Regiment took groundin that direction, in
Echellon, followed by the 89th. When within half mus=-
ket shot, the line was formed undera heavy but irregular
fire from the enemy—"The 49th was directed to charge their
guns, posted opposite to ours, but it became necessary:
when within a short distance of them, to check this forward
movement, in consequence of a charge from their cavalry
on the right, lest they should wheel about, and fall upon
the rear, but they were recerved in so gallant & manner by
the companies of the 89th under Captain Barnes, and the
well directed fire of the Artillery, that they quickly ve-
treated, and by a charge from those companies, ene gun
was gained.—T'he enemy immediately concentrated themr
force to check our advance, but such was the steady coun-
tenance and well directed fire ot the woops and artillery,
that about half past four, they gave way at all points from
an exceeding strong position, endeavouring by their light
infantry to cover their retreat, who were soon driven a-
way by a judicious movement made by Lieut. Colonel
Pearson. The detachment for the night occupied the ground
from which the enemy had been driven.”

This, (called the battle of Chrystler’s Farm from thc.
ground on which it occurred,) is in the estimation of
mili-

Cuar,
V1.
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CraP. military men, considered the handsomest affair during the
VL late war, from the professional science (1!-‘])[8_\‘(‘[‘ in the
s~ course of the action, by the adverse commanders ; and
1813. when we consider the prodigious preparatives of the A-
merican government for that expedition, with the failure of
which their hopes of ¢onquést vanished, the battle of
Chrystler’s Farm may be classed as an event -of the first

4mportance in the defence of these provinces.® i
) The American division after leaving the field, re-embark-

ed in haste, while the dragoons, with five field pieces of
light artillery proceded down towards Cornwall, in the rear
ot General Brown's division, who, unaware of the battle
had continuned his march for that place. The enemy lost
an able officer in the person of Brigadier General Coving-
- ton, who, while animating his men to the charge, receiy-
i ed a mortal wound, which he survived only two days. The

loss of the enemy by their own official statements, amount-

ed to three officers and ninety-nine men killed, and sixteen
" officers and one hundred and twenty-one men wounded,
I The loss of the British amounted to three officers (Captain
Nairne of the 49th Regiment and Lieutenants Lorimier and
Armstrong,) and twenty-one men killed, and eight officers
and one hundred and thirty-seven wounded, and twelye

Z'llln':ilﬂg.

General Wilkinson, who, during the action, lay confins
ed to his barge, from a protracted illness, in his official
despatch to_his government, bears faithful testimony of the
lovalty of the inhabitants on the Canada side of the Saint
Lawrence, and of the bravery and discipline of the troops
he had to contend with at Chrystler’s Farm.

I . . : - .
W * Lieut. Colonel Morrison concludes his despatch by the following festimo=
: ny, of the zeal and bravery manifested by the officers and men under hia
command.

L “ [{is now my grateful doty to point ont to vour Honor, the benefit the
Service has received from the ability, judgmeni, and active exertions, of

Lirut. onel Harvey, the Deputy Adjutant General, for sparing; whom

to accompany the detachment, | must again publicly expressmy acknowledg-

HA menis,  To the cordial co-operation and exertions of Lieut, Colonel Pearson,
Wi commanding the detachment from Prescot, Lieut. Colosel Pleuderleath,
48 14 Regiment, Major Clifford, B89%h Hegiment, ‘Major Herriot, ofthe
stigenrs, and Captain Jackson, of the Royal Artillery, combined with
the gallantry of the troops, .our great stuccess may be attributed ; every mas
ditt his duty, and ['believe, T eannot more strongly speak their merits than
in mentioning that our small force did nor exceed eight hundred rank and file.
* To Captains Duvis and Swinner, of the Quarter Master General's D‘:'
rirsent, 1 amunder the greatest obligatiovs for the assistance 1 havé recei-
rom them ; their zeal and activity, have been unremitting--Lieat. Ha-
' i of the Militia, and Lient. Anderson of the Todian Department, huve
il wlo tor their services deserved my public acknowledgments.” s Tl
e

p—
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The dav afier the engacement. the American otilla pro- Caa®
geeded down the Long Sault and joined near ¢ ornwall, YL
division which lad moved on under General Brow Ve
ward§ that place, where General Wilkinson confide JE e
expected to hear of the arrival of General Hampton on the
U]\:m-in- shore, to whom he had written on the Gth, to
that effect, not being then acquainted with his late defbar,

Here to his unspeakable morufication and surprise, he re-
ceived a letter from General Hampton, i iing Lim thag
the division under his command was lil“l‘ur back upon
Lake Champlain. This information, with the L‘mmtl- s dif:
ficulties momently erowding upon the American army, ef-
foctually blasted eve Iy prospect of farther success.  So cir-
cums 1.1m~~l the American Commander immedi; itely held a
conncil of war, in which it was unanimonsly resolved “ Plat
¥ the attack npon \nmln"ll should be abandoned f -;‘
o present season, an | that the army near Cornwall shon (I
“immediately be crosse «d tothe Americanshore for taking up
£ winter (]unhh " which, on the ensuing day, \'.x-: ac-
cordingly carried into effect, by their proceeding o for Salmon
River, where their boats and batteanx were scuttled, and ex-
tensive barracks for the whole army were erected with ex=-
traordinary celerity, and surrounded on all sides by abba tis,
50 as to render a surprise umpracticable.

Wilkinson's intention was to have landed on the [sle
Peredt, which is separated from the Island of Montre al,
by a small channel, over which he intended to throw a
bridge of boats, and from thence to fight his way for the
Lity of .\hmln.xl.

Every appearance of danger having subsided, the Com-
mander of the Forces dismissed the Sedentary Militia by
& General Order of the 17th November, with acknowledg-
ments of the cheerful alacrity, with which they had repaired
to their Posts, and the ln\.tln and zeal they had manifests
ed at the prospect of enc U\l!l[("l‘ll‘lg the enemy.

With these n,mmtinm terminated the Campaion of 1813,
in the Lower Province, but new triumphs still awaited the
Briush arms in the Province of Upper-Canada.

Major ﬂeneral De Rottenburgh was relieved in the coma
mand of Upper-Canada, early in Pecember, by Licut,
General  Drummond, who proceeded from Kingston

York,
e T o - s
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Cunar  York, and from thence to the head of the Lake, where thae

Y1. army again resume:d an offensive postnre, with a view te
P Tesain ];n' sssion of Fort Georze, General M*Clure, who
1813, on the breaking up ofthe investment of Fort George, had

issned a Proclamation, in which he affected to Lonmdm
Upper-Canada as abandoned by the British army, and of=
fered the f iendship and protection of his Government te

the People of that Province, on the approach of the Bii-
tish under Colonel Murra Yy, precipitate l\ evacuated that

"n.--[ on the 12th December, and retreated across the Niae

Americans e-
vitcuate Fort

Lreorge

hn'w--' pursuant to the directions of the American

Necretary of we r, Mot inhumanly on the 10th of Decem-
1'. r, set fire to the flourishing Vill: 1we of Newark, contain-
ing about mn hundred and fifty honses : which were redu-
~~ci to ashes, leaving the wretched and forlorn inhabitants

vith i'p\‘ ards of fonr inndred women and children exposed
to the accumulated horrors of famine and the inclemency of
a Canadian winter. The British under the command of
Col nn-l Murray, scarcely amounting to five hundred men,
including Indians and Militia immediately occupied Fort
{1, orge. The ""nl-nun- policy of the American Governs

ient in destroying Newark, exas pm.alod the army as well
as the | nhabitants on the Frontier, of whose i impatience for
retaliation, General l.m‘:‘.nmw‘. promptly availed himself
s the occupation of Fort George, ln adopting the resps
lution of carrying the American Fort Ni:l;zu'u by surprise.

Having only two b nt‘.m\ at his disposal in the Niagara
river, he deferred theattack until a sufficient number of
batteaux could be conveyed over land, several miles,
from Burlington ar the head of the Lake, which was effect-
ed by the exertions of Captain  Elliot, of the Quarter

writih sor- Master General’s  Department. Having made every ne-
Sive B o N cessary arrangement, the batteaux were launched. and the
ugara, troops were embarked on the nicht of the 18th December
consisting of a small detachmens of Royal Artillery, the

grenadier company of the Royal Scots, the flank com=

anies of :‘u List and 100th Regiment, amounting in the

wole to five hundred :--hl fifty men, under the immediate
command c.."( olonel Murray., This small force having
ciossed the river assisted by the Provineial Corps, as boats
me Ew’i!;‘»‘.‘i"'l{ NosY '\Ti(l""'(' and IMI 1 ‘!l?-l.‘l.” the Frve

tstant four and a hak ml'c s from the Fort,

”."r Werdoros,

Fr m this point, Colonel Mumay movsd tow: m|a 131(‘ Fort

having pre 10y -
der

iy detached the advance of Lis
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der C;]}‘lﬂin Fawcett and- Lient. Dawson of the 100th
Rogiment, who gs

11 C'.\ l'\(‘\‘lH!'fl e e=|'|i I'S eént ted
{l.\m by cutting of two of'the mn]-‘\\ picquets, and sur-
r:hm" the Centinels on » Glacis and at the Gate, {ron
whom the watch word v --'w;.;;‘- i, and the entrance into
the Fort, thereby greatly facilitated, v
fected through the main oate, before t!
sound the alarmi. The assailants having obt
sion of the works, the enemy » for some time a feeble
resistance, but finally -.nnmuhu(l at discretion.

lour of the troops engaged on  this \u\lu particularl of

the 100th Resiment, under ],x-mt Colonel Hamilton was
hizhly conspicuous.  The loss of the British amounted to
only one officer (Lieut. Nolan,) and five men killed,
two officers (one of them Colonel Murray, by a muske
shot, through the wrist ; 7

1055 of the enemy in sl

three m
d to
with the bavonet.) and two oflicers and twelve rank i

|
t
unded. The
|
i

file in wounded. The prisoners amounted (o more than

| - :
three hundved effective mien of the reenlar army of the Uni-
ted »

tes.  An unmense quantity of Commissariat Stores
with upwards of three thousand stant

number of rifles and several pieces of

twenty-seven of diite rent calibres wert

o1l mto the hands of the victors.

wuo had cross wer tnmediate I\\‘ Llllt'll‘

witli the whole body of western Indians, and {
lion of Hoyal 8 018, Qi 1t Regiment, 1n order to ke
POt the attack, upon ascertaining 18 SUCCEss, iminediately
marched alone the river npon Lewistown, where the enemy
had establis I & force ;u;-l’ ad erected batteries Wit e
avowed puypuse of destroying the Town of Quee i
situated d lv opposite.  The e vy upon the approach
‘Ot.llli\'i IVish vha waned el no :_‘-- 1 leaving two f_;"l“'-,

a twelve, and asix pounder winel fell into the bands ol the
British, with a considerable quantity of small arms and

o v WY he
Stores. In retaliation for the cgn n of Ne wark the
indienant troops and the auxibary Indians were let loose

3 H b 1 X At y AT
upon the enemy’s frontier. and Lewistown, .‘.m*.wt:x.nd
ruins,  General

the circumjacent country were
\] : .
i | stirecesses, which

Dirummond determi
he could not tleem ¢

iplete until | } chiased the enemy
froi m the \\hu‘.-‘ frontier, and taken an ‘
eyl vard the mhabditants of Newark. He theretoye
| il Tein Tle
mmua hits forces up to ¢ hippawa where he lixed hits Head
P Quarters

Is vyengoance loi }"’-

N
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Cirar. Quart » 9R¢h PDecember, and on the pu‘.‘m'\\"\.!‘:g f;n_v,
.‘. i ajpnr £ & to v | It "'ii”"‘ ("l'}"i' V'lli(. winey .‘-'.‘.-‘i\!_l:
A : i 's 111 at Black Rock, he deter-
S1J. iim in the course of ‘“'-tmlill He accord-

encral Riall to cross the viver with {four

3 0L elie

Fissi=N
O10C) &

<ing’s Heoiment and the light company of

the ‘I"“'n under Lieut. Co vy : two hundred and
filly men ot 1'1 : H~| and the grenadiers of the 100th Regie
ment, under Major Frend, together with about fifty Militia
Volunteers anda body of Indian warriors. This v‘nnmnwm-
‘JE([Vi!: Its langding about li.l({ l-‘i".. LWO miies be .-JW Bli!(‘k
Rock, its advanced guard havine surprised and captured the
‘ part of a picquet of the enemy and secured the
v Conguichity Creek, from which the ene-

‘made several attempts to ( them. The boats
batteaux alier l..n..‘.; crossed his division were
f:.uI\L"i up :h high as the oot of the rapids below Fort
f'.l" i order ln cross the Rovals under Lieut. Colonel

o where destined to land ;.f;;.'\-,- Black Hock,
i ose of turpnine the \y's position, while
be a d in fiont the troops who had

1 -
18

'8 |

el

. s lay occ oned ]'_\‘ the arounds
of the boats which detained them wntil mornis 17,
and exposed them to the open fire of the enemy, cansed 1I|e
Rm';ﬂ-\-n‘n-‘ loss, and P wevente t{ then from l'I] Llll'l" a l:tml-
ing in sufficient time to fully acco nplish the object intend«
ed. At day break, Major General Riall moved torward: the
King’s Regimentand the light m.nl any ol the 89th leadi I,
anc lllw 4 '«-1;,.u| Grenadiers of the 100¢h forming the reserve,

G

Le s
l‘l- )
1nr

On gainin 7 the town, a ve Iy ~:\E ‘ited attack was made upon
the eneniy \\Im were in fm\:l force and strongly posted, and
on the arrival of the reserve, the action hu.} ne general,
'l he enemy maintained his position with obstinacy for sompe
time, but upon the advance of the British he was compelled

to give way, -‘ml was :lmun through his batteries in wludl
Ve "l\\.,"“
(i ] f ron

town nl 42='

lied and sh

" pounder, three twelves and a nine pouie
!k"" k, the fugitives were pursued to the
aloe, about two miles distant, where they ral«

wed a large body of infantry and cavalry, and at-

teipie l to i‘,‘“*i the advance of the British h\ the fire
of a field piece, posted on a height commanding the road:
finding this ineffectual, they retreated in all dnecnom.,

leaving a *"“'i"""“["' brass field piece, one iron eigh-

teen, and one won sis-pounder, and betook themselves to
tlie woods,
Gos
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Goneral Riall baving dispersed this force, immediately
detacied Captain Rovinson of the i

g's Regiment, with
o companies, to destroy three vessels of the enemy’s
lake squadron, a short distance below the town, with their
stores, which he efiectually accomplished.

The Americans in this affair, were not less in numbet
than ‘._),-_;-H', and a ‘."Il\.“‘.'hl to have lost in killed and
wounded, from three o tour hundred men. Only one hun-
;L-. o and lhn‘._\' len were made prisoners, and among them
Colonel Chapim.  The British lost 51 men killed, and tour
oilicers and sixty-eight men wounded, and nine men mis-
sing. The small towns of Builaloe and Black Rock having
been deserted by the inhabitants, were, with ali the pub-
]!‘ slores, L'!lI-lnl;u-li

Bl

considerable quantities of cloatling,
s and flour, which could not be conventently brought

awiy, set on fire and entirely consumed.,

These decisive and retaliatory measures almost (‘mln'ly
crushed the power, and destroyed the resources of the ene-
my on the Niagara frontiery; and although vicums of the ve-
lzi‘m;.ne- veny

e brought on their Licads by the barbari-
ty of theirown Cominanders, the wretched inhabitants
are said to have : gitiesced in the justice of the measures
pursued by the Brivush General, y

Such were the rapid successes that attended the British
arms in the Uanadas, and cheered the hopes of the peo-
ple at the close of the campaign, whicha few weeks pre=
viously, threatened the otal subjugation of these provinces,

Ample vengeance having been taken by the spirited and
Judicious promptitude of’ Lieut. General Drommond, upon
the Niagara frontier, tor the wanton conllagration and the
cruel outvages committed upon the defenceless inhabitants
ol Newark, the Commander of the Forces, on the 12th
of January, 1814, issued a Proclamation, in which he
strongly deprecated the savage mode of warfare to winch
the enemy, by a departure from the established usages of
war, had compelied him to resort. He traced with faithful
precision and correctness, the conduct that had marked
the progress of the war on the part of the enemy, and cun-
cluded by lamenting the necessity impossed: upon hin of
retaliating upon the subjects of Awmerica, the miseries in-
flicted upon e inbabiants of Newark, but at the same

tme

Cunavw,
Vi
g
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Cuar. time declared it not to be |

i

s intention {urther to pursne g

Vi system Of wariare so revolting to his own reelings and so lit=
L N e conge al to the Britsh character, uiless he should be
slo. €0 L‘U.HPGHL‘J | ¥ tise future weasures ol the enemy.
CHAP-
—— =
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CHAPTER VIL

N the thirteenth of January, the Legislature met for

the dispatch of public business. The Governor con-

gratulated the Parliament on the defeat of the enemy at

(h.uommmv by a handful of brave Canadians: and on

the bnllunl victory obtained by the small Corps of observa-

tion on the banks of the St. Lawrence, over the formidable
armament commanded by Major Ge neral Wilkinson.

The Governor, in a seeret and confidential message to
the House of \~'-‘(lnh|\ informed that body, that in Ull!l‘l'
to carry on the public services he had found it indi: pensas
bly necessary to direct an issue of Army Bills to a _n‘.m'- r
amount than five hundred thousand |\mmd~ (the Sum au-
thorized by the late Army Bill Act) and recommended to
the immediate and serious consideration of the House, the
expedience of extending the provisions of the Army Bill
Act. The House accordingly took the subject into consis
deration, and passed a Bill extending the issue of Army
Bills to fifteen hundred thousand pounds. The Miliua
L:i'.\'w unde rwent some discussion but were not altered, the
Legislative Council not concurring with some clauses which
it h.nl been found expedient toir itroduce into the Bill, sent
up for their concurrence. A Bill to dis ‘lllll '\' the Chief
Justices and the Judges of the Courts of King's Bench in
the Province from being summoned to the Ln‘;_-j»hl.u G
cil or sitting or voting therein, was introduced, and having
passed the Lower House, was sent up to the I,',_r slative
11 for their concurrence. Here it \\..a IOl ‘-,'

Otine-

3100 W € un l

liamentary and unprecedented, and intrenched upon the
prerogative of the Crown and the rights and }mnlmu— of
the House : and it was therefore also unanimously resolved
Lo DTU\‘l ¢ ;} no !.lL":"l' I .I'l "'H' L‘()H-.Iil:"..:l‘-"i of the EJ.”. 'i‘l'(‘.
i:\nl-u‘ of l- rlm[\‘- “c.un i..uh.lw L to lll'n }. "1 lilq Ll-..iv,
.Lllpumiul a Commi HU' to scarch the Journals of the Legis-
lative Council, to ascertain ofiicially what proceedings had
been taken with respect to the Bill in \ll‘ueiiun. The Com-
mittee having taken information on the subject, report d
the i:l'-' .-tral; s Bill as collected from the Jownaisof the Ll',"l—
stative Counc ].l..:m. the House among other counler resoui-

tions,

resolved that the matters contained in

C
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tions, indignantly resolved “that the Legislative f‘-mm:l by
their refusal to provee | on that Bill had excluded from .; elr
consideration a measure highly meriting the attention of the
Legislature of the Province and had [hf efore aflorded addi-
tim: il evidence of its expedience.” A Bill was alfo intro-
duced as in the preceding Session  to grant to his Majos-
ty a duty on the Income arising from Cwvil Offices, and on
Pensions, to be applied for the defence of the Provineein the
present war with the United States of Amerien.”” This
i;i” was rejected by the Legislative Council.  The Bill for
the appuinhm-m of an Agent in Great Britain was also sent
up to the Legislative Council, where it was laid aside.

The House of Assembly nnanimously passed a vote of
thanks to Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry. and the officers uns
derhiscommand for their distinguished exertions on the 26th
QOctober 1813, inthe action on 1hv( hateauguay river, and di-
vected the Speaker to signify the same to Licut. Colonel De

Salaberry and the oflicers present onthat oceasion, and that
the House highly felt and acknowledged the li'-iiing"lis"-f-d

valour and (h-upllm conspiciously {11-| layed by the nons
commissioned officers and pm.m' soldiers and militin-nien
of the little band under his immediate command in the sig-
nal defeat of the American army under General Hampton
at Chateanguay. To Lieut. € olonel \imn son of the ‘*‘-1!1
Regiment and to the officers and men under his command a
similar vote of thanks was passed for their exertions on the
11th November 1813, at Chrystler’s Farm in the defeat oft
thie American army under General Wilkinson.

The House of Assembly at an early period of the Session,
on motion of Mr. J. Stuart, resolved that it would take into
consideration the power and authority exercised by the
Courts of Justice, in this Province, under the denomina-
tion of Rules of Practice, and the Clerk of the Court of
_f\;)pu;!]h‘. as well as the Prothonotaries of the Courts of
King’s Bench for the Districts of Quebec and Monireal,
wore wapmmi ly ordered to lay before the House, certiii ui
(ulm-s of the Rules of Practice of those Courts. On the
£ih of hbnmw the subject having been previously dis-
cussed in Committee, the House adni»r('d several resolutions
concerning those Rules of Practice, which it considered ra-
ther in l!m sense of Legislative enactments, and therefore
an encroachment upon the Privileges of the ‘;L’":‘.s[ﬂllll'(‘,
than as simple rules or regulations for the guidance of Jucn-

Cld;
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gial proceedings. The rules in question had first been framed  Cuar
and introduced into the Provineial Conre of Appeals (where Vil
the Chief Justice of the Province, and the Chiel’ Justice of ™V
Maontreal, altern itely preside) in January 1809, and in the 1814
samé year, the Courts of King’s Bench at Quebec and Mon-

treal followed the example of the Courtof Appeals, under the
sanctionof an Act of the Provincial Legislature giving to the
diflerent ““ Courts of Judicature in the Province, power and

“ authority to -make and establish Orders and Rules of
Practice in the said Courts in all civil matters, touch-

ing all services of process, executions and returns of all

Writs, proceedings for bringing causes to issue as well in

term time as out of term, and other matters of regulation

& within the said Courts.” It was however, now maintain-

ed in the House of Assembly, that these rules affected the

civil rizhts of® His Majesty's subjects, and were’ contrary to

and subversive of the Laws of the Province : that they ren-

dered the enjoyment of liberty and property altogether inse-

cure and precarious, and gave to the Judges an arbitrary
anthority over the persons and property of His Majesty's
Subjects in the Province. - For these, and other specific poli-

tical high erimes and misdemeanors, alledged to have been
committed in the course of the late Administration of the
Colonial Government by Sir J. H. Craig, tending to mis-

lead and deceive that officer in the exercise of his authority,

to oppress the people {l::ld alienate t_huir minds from His
Majesty's Government in order (as it-was contended) to

favor the progress of American influence in the Province,

the two Chief Justices were formally impeached by the
Commons of Lower-Canada.

({3

Mr. J. Stnart was appointed Agent for the purpose of pro-
gecuting the [lnpt-:w'nuwnb: with effect, on behalf of the
Commons of Lower-Canada, who, in a money Bill, ap-
prupriuu‘.d the sum of tw 0 Hum-aun_d pounds, in order to en-
able him to pmcvv\l to England, in consequence of which
the Bill was rejected by the Legislative Council.* The Im-

eachments having been digested into seventeen different
I:ﬂad; against the Chief Justice of the Province, and into
eight heads against the Chief -'!lhliL‘{-‘ of Montreal, charge
ed among other things, with promoting and advising cers
tain criminal pm.-‘.m'miuns;u\Innlrml.nnd;-tilungmiwlg\nem
upon them ; and with having refuseda Writ of Habeas Corpus

® This Bill contained a grant of 1"2”1000, for the Ml“u&, and & like snm
{or the support of the War.
Q ta
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to persons legally entitled thereto, the House of Assemas
bly on the 3d of March, went up to the Castle with their
Speaker, and presented an Address to the Governor, pray=
ing him to transmit the Impeachments, with an Address
to the Prince Regent drawn up for the oecasion, 1o His
Majesty’s Ministers, to be laid before the Prince Regent.
They at the same time suggested the propriety of suspend-
the Chief Justices from their public functions until the
Prince Regent’s pleasure should be known.

The Governor veplied that he would take an early op-
portunity of transmitting the Address, with the articles of
accusation against the Chief Justices, to His Majesty’s Mi-
nisters : but that he did not think it expedient to suspend
the Chief Justices from their offices upon an Address to that
effect from one branch of the Legislature alone, founded on
articles of accusation, on which the Legislative Council had
not been consulted, and in which they had not concurred.
This answer gave umbrage to the House, which upon re-
tnrning from the Castle among other resolutions, resolved
¢ that His Excellency the Governor in Chief by his answer
¢ to the Address of the House had violated the Constitu-
¢ tional rights and privileges thereof.” On the seventh of
March, the House, probably influenced by a sense of justice
towards the Governor, whose conduct it had =o recently
censured, in mitigation of its late resolution again resolved,
¢ that notwithstanding the wicked and perverse advice giv-
“en to His Excellency on the subject of the Constitutional
* rights and privileges of that House, and the endeavours of
¢ evil disposed advisers to lead Lim into error and toembroil
“ him with his Majesty’s faithful Commons of this Province,
¢ the Househad not in any respectaltered the opinion it had
¢ ever entertained of the wisdom of His Excellency’s Admi-
“ nistration, and that it was determined to adopt the mea-
¢ sures it had deemed necessary for the support of the Go-
¢ vernment and the defence of the Province.”

The House also drew up an Address to the Prince Regent
on the state of the Province, and the progress of the war
with the United-States, in which the exertions of the peo-
ple and the urgency of early assistance were briefly exs
pressed. *

* The strength of the six battalions of Canadian Embodied Militia a=
mounted in the month of December, 1813, according to a return submitted to

“the. House of Assembly, to 38383 men, exclusive of the Voltigears, the

Frontier Light Infaatry and other Militia and Provincial Corps,

Such
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Such were the ln'i‘l"i}"ll affairs that cecupied the atten-
tion of the House of Assembly during the present Session,
which on the seventeenth of March was prorogued by the
(IU\tih(.'[.

It has been already mentioned that among the prisoners
taken at che battle of Queenstown in the antumn of’ 1812,
twenty-three men were recogmized as chw«-wims, and Britsh
born subjects.  As traiors (o their country, the Command-
er of the Forces had sent them to Ln-:Lm(\ for legal trial.
This uumnsmm e being m.niv knm\n to the American go-
sepnment by the American Comiissary of prisoners at |.ml-

don, Generul Dearborn was ordered by his government, to
put an eq -..i pumber of British soldiers into close confines
Went as ho=wmges, tor the former. In consequence of this

measure, the Connvander of the Forces, by a General Ore
der of the 27th of Ociober, 1813, made it known that he
had veceived the commands of the Prince Regent to put
finty-six American Otheers and Non-Comnnssioned Of-
ficees. anto close conlinement as hostages, for the twentys
three soldiers confined by the American government. He
4 the saime time :|,|;1|'|-|n| that government., that if any
o ihe Brinsh soldiers should sutier death by reason of the
gust and execnuion of the aitors found in arms against
ir counmry, who bad been sentto England for legal
he was mstrueted o select out of the American Of=
ticers and Noa-Comunssioned officers detained as hostages,

double the number of the Brush soldiers who might be
go unwarrantably pui to death, and to cause them 1n re=
taliation, to suifer dy.  In o transmitting
this mformation o the American Government, the Conie
mander of the Forces also noufied them, that the Com-
manders of' | -
Awerica, bad recerved instructions to prosecate the war
with unmitigated seventy aga.nst all cities, towns and vils
lages belonging to the United States, and against the mn-
habitants Hm"ul i atter thiat information should have
reached the American government, they should not be de-
terred from putting to depth any of the soldiers detained o8
hosiages,

deathy poumed

lis Majesiy’s armnies and fleets on the coast of
1
1

On the 10th of December, the Commander of the Forces
received a.communication from Major General Wilkinson
by Colonel Macomb, of the U nited States ar ‘my, bearing a
flag of truce; siating, * that the government of the United

2 Siates
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ting unalterably to the principle and purpose

mncation of General Dearbon, on

ee Americuan  soldiers, l:u,-ml,-
irland to be tried as crimipals, and
»number of Brtish soldiers, i

¢ fate of the former, had. in con-
sequence of the step taken by the British governmenty op-
dered forty-six Brish (“" cers into close confinement, and
that they should not be discharzed therelitom until it should
b knowen that the forty-six American Officers and nons

vie

1 i
SCNers, selected Lo &

conni ned officers in ‘;Iw\(“-Li n, were no longer conline
e, i COol :wl LIS, (nul nor u,“\!.\‘l'l.‘d .1”
be A CHlice r, without « exception
: 1 close confinement as
3 WEre cunl]‘.lt'h'd over
ise already in copfinement. In pufsuance of
erals \. inder, ( :-..1...!‘1 and Winchester,
ved from their quarters in the cour wry at Beau-
pont, toa private house in Quebee, where their confinement

nisoners of
mediately placed

I Lie nuinber of lorty-

1 i s 1 : ' M ‘e la
3 rendered as little inconvenient as ‘T,\.u situation could

On tl 1 of \m'?'_ i::”:s\\in’_’:. after some negocias
ation b nel Baynes the Adjutant-General, and

Winder, on the ]

convention was entered into at Montreal,
wlly agreed, to release the los tages
an (‘\\!..m ve of ]nhmuh the American govern=
tinquishi its [mummm to retaliate forthe pri-
nt i and, for legal trial as traitors to their
Y. convention was ratilied in July at Cham-
near the lines, by Colonel Lear, deputed for that
s¢ by I'-' Lmerican government, and by Colonel
I' ‘ .x.. s and Mr. Brenton, on the part of the British Gove
ernment.®

art of the American

The most active exertions were made during the winter
t“ !I‘Hlll.g].( -l 'l'{ !...1‘ |'-‘Ill|l“ ((llllll\"rll .‘l(li(‘\[)] -l.n \l!!-
ciiptions were forwarded to Kingston, from Quebec and
Montreal on sleighs at prodigious expence. The second
Buaitalion of the Sth Resiment, commanded by Lieut. Co-
lonel Roberton, marched through the woods from Frede-

* The vegociation was opened at the solicitation of the American go-
yernow nt o etver fiom the S elary of Stale, to Sir Ge urg:- Prevost, who
ron:ented 1o the exchauge of Brigadicr-General W inder for the purpose of
ueguciating,

uchtuu
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rickton to the St. Lawrence in the month of Febrnary. A Crap,

reinforcement of two hundred and twenty seamen for the V.
Lakes came by the same route. To (*_\]u"iiil' the Progress ™
et these reinforcements, the Legislature of New-Brunswick 1814,
voted three hundred pounds, and the City of St. Johin’s '
gave a similar sum to defiay the expence of conveying them
on sleighs, as far as the nature of the roads would permit.

In the month of March an limbassy of Chiefs and War-
rors flom the Ouawas, Chippawas, Shawnees, Delawares,
.\"m"i.:i wks, Saiks, Foxes, Kickapoos and \\'inﬂlmgtw.-‘., ar=
lived at Quebec to visit antd to hold a Couneil with the
Commander of the Forces. His Excelleney on the fitteenth
of that month gave them an audience, and held a Tall: or
conterence with them at the Castle of Saint Lewis. Their
Speechies were principally complementary and expressive of
their joy on beliolding their Father and meeting him in
Council. They expressed their poverty and requested that
peace might not be concluded with the American govern-
ment, unt:l they should recover the ancient bounds of the
territories of which the enemy Lad deprived them by frand,
and by violence. They represented the loss they had ex-
pertenced of their young men in the war, but t-xpl'wm-xl
therr determination to persevere, and solicited arms for
their Warriors, and clothing for their women and child-
ren, “ I'he Americans (said one of the Chiefs) are taking
£ our lands from us every davy, they have no hearts, father:
% they have no pity for us, they want to drive us beyond
“ the setung Sun; but we hope, although we are few, and
*are herc as it were upon a litile Island, our great and
“ mighty father who lives beyond the great Lake, will not
 forsake us in our distress, but will continue to remember
¢ his faithful red children.” The Governor in answer,
strongly exhorted them to persevere in the contest against
the common enemy, in order to regain the territory lost
the last campaign. He expressed his sorrow for the loss
of one of their Warriors ('Tecumseh) and for that of many
other valiant Chiefs during the war. He charged them upon
all occasions, to spare and shew mercy to all women, chil=
dren and prizoners that shouald fall within their power, an
mjunction to which the listening Chiefs unanimously mur-
mured approbation.  After some days residence at Quebec
they were loaded witl presents, and despatehed for the Up-
per Provinee in their way homewards, to prepare their
tribes for the approaching campaign.

. On
—~
R
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On the twenty-sixth of March, His Excellency issued &
General Ovrder expressing the approbation oi the Prince
Regent of the afiair of (’1.:t1|;:':'llu\.‘ and his pecitdiar
pleasure at finding that His Majesty’s Canadian Subjects
had at length had the op ],ml!'nll\ of refuting by their cwn
brilliant exertions in defence of their C uuzm\,.n calumnlous
chayge of disaflection and disloyalty with which the enemy
had prefaced his first invasion ol ‘the Province.” 'To Lieut.
Colonel De ! ll.|.lh”"\ mn pe wticular and o all the oflicers an li
men under his command, the sense entertained by His
Boyal Highness of their meritorious and distinguished ser-
dees was made known.  The Commander of the Forces at
the same time acquainted the militia of the determination of
His Roval Highness to forward Colours for the tive Batia«
licns of Embodied Militia, feeling that they had evinced
an ability and dis]lmninn to secure them from msuit which
gave them the besz title to such a mark ol distincdon.  So
flattering a testimony of the lul\d] approbation conld not
fail to raise the honest }nl.l e of the l'. wincial Milita, but
appointed in their hopes, and the promise still
réiualns to be accomy lished.

they were dis

A movement of the American forces in the neighhonr«
hood of Lake Champlain towards the conclusion of

Mol . . . ) .\ g
March, gave room to expect an invasion of the bhsirici of
Montreal. Brigadier General Macomb with a division of
the American iorces from Plattsburch crossed Lake Clian=

plain uponsthe ice, and entered St. Armands, where e re<
mained some days without molestation, while General Wil-
linson prep uui for an attack wpon the outposis of Odel=
town, and the La Cole Milly a stone building which had
heen converted into a Bloek house.  On the morning of the
thirteth of March, (General Macomb having hmlt!(hiy
withdrawn his . division from St. Armands and m;mn:-d the
main body) the American forces consisting of five thousand
men, commanded by General Wilkinson in person. entered
Qdeltown. Major He lmkm‘i\ Cl)llll[l anding at the Mill, res
ceived intelligence at eighit o’clock in the uulllmlcrui the ap=
proach of the enemy .ll.d immediately sent ofl’ a (lt’“\]:dltll to
the Isle-aux-Noix for a reinforcement, from whence a wc-
quet of the 13th RHegiment under the command. of Captain
Blake, marched towards Odeltown and took post about twa
miles from the Mill.  The enemy halted for a short time at
the village,and then made a demonstration upon Burtonville
with a pary of their force, Lhely advance in thas directions
was
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was checked by part of the grenadiers of the Canadian Fen-
cibles under Captain Cartwright, and a few of the Frontier
L_iqht |nf'an_lr}.' under Caprain Barker. Captain Blake’s
plcquo‘t hearing the firing, concluded that the whole of the
enemy's force had taken that road, and in consequence
retreated to the mill, from whence they again advanced
and took post in advance. The enemy shortly afier appear=
ed in considerable force; the picquet fired three vollies and
retreated to the mill, At one o’clock the enemy was seen
deploying in the wood, with the intention of surrounding
the mill; a fire was immediately commenced which 1'1--\;
did not return for some time, but appeared determined
to carry the place by assault, as they advanced cheering
one another: the heavy fire obliged them to relinquish thehe
Fl:ln and retreat to the wood, where they were complete-
y sheltered. A twelve pounder was brought to bear upon
the mill, but so badly served, that during a eannonade
of two hours and a half, only four shots struck the build-
ing, the gun being within the range of musketry the
artillery suffered severely, and in fact were unable to take
aim with any degree of precision. A gun-boat from the
Tsle-aux-Noix, commanded by Lient. Hicks, R. N. kept
up an incessant fire upon the spot where the American army
was posted, but from the distance and the height of the
intervening woods little or no execution was done. The
two ﬂ;lle ('(m|li:{l]ivq (It' llll‘ 13th R(‘_l_{i!ﬂl‘lll ill’l‘i\'l‘ll from the
Isle-aux-Noix at hall past two o’clock, and were immedi-
ately ordered to charge the enemy in front—they advanced
as far as the wood in line, but the difliculty (;llrllil1'L'!1il:g‘
throngh the snow with a galling fire in front, and on the
left flank, checked the rapidity of their progress. and soon
compelled them to retire to the Block house. The grena-
diers of the Canadian Fencibles and a company of the Vol-
tigewrs just now arriving from Burtonville, Major Hand-
cock ordered them to support the flank companies of the
13th Regiment in a s cond charge, to which they advanced
in column of sections.®* The Americans had now concen-
trated their whole force close to the gun, but did not at-
tempt to fire till the British had advanced to within twen-
ty-five yards of their centre, and were completely flanked
on both sides : the first discharge of the enemy was so ef-
fectually destructive that these companies wereentirely brok-

* The force in the Mill when attacked, was 160 men. The reinforce-
ments which arrived during the action, amounted to abont two hoodred

men,  Some accounts (which have heen conside prohahle) state the A-
merican loss at 13 killed, and 123 wounded and 30 missing.

ey
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en anrl Cm‘m*rU s to retreat from’ the woods in the lﬂﬁme;-c
disorder. |1 attempts to rally them were imeflectual, and
they were recalled by the bugle to the Block house, Itis con-
;ncunwi that the gun was ~|n|\n «l by the enemy during the
first ¢harge, as it was not mac le any use of afterwards. The
Americans exhausted with cold and fi wigue, ai nl finding.it
nnImm-N)lo to carry the place without he avy artillery v.ludn
from the state of the roads, could not be hltm"hi luma:d
withdrew their forces in good order from the contest at lna
o’'clock in the afternoon without being pursued in the re-
treat—The British loss amonnted to ten men killed and
four men missing, and two Officers and forty-four men
wounded. The \mvncm loss though umsnlsmhh. has
not been precisely ascertained. |F'n|n~r failed in the at-
tempt to carry a Block house scarcely dv-u\mrr the ap-
pellation of a military post, the enemy fell im(n upon
Champlain town, from whence they soon retired to Platts-
burgh. General Wilkinson after this abortive attempt to
retrieve his military fame, seems to have been removed from
his command, or to have sought a voluntary retirement
from a service in which he had experienced but disappoint-
gnent and reverses,

CHAP.
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CHAPTER VIIL. :

IN Upper-Canada the occurrences diiring the winter were  Cuar
of small importance, being ptincipally confined to in= VI
cursions fetiprocally practised by the troops in advance a- ™,
long the frontiers with various success. One of the most 1814
successful enterprises effected in the course of the present

season, was planned and executed by Captain Sherwood,

of the Quarter-Master-General’s Department. That officer

with a subaltern; and a small detachment of twenty vank

and file of the Marines, and ten men of the embodied mis

litia, under Capt. Keir, proceeded over the St. Lawrence,

on the night of the Gth of Feburary, from Cornwall in Up-
per-Canada, to Madrid, on Grass River, fourteen miles be-

yond the village of Hamilton, and brought away a consi-

derable guantity of merchandize (having pressed all the

horses and sleighs he could find, for that purpose) plun-

dered from British merchants near Cernwall in ' Octo-

ber preceding, when on their route to Upper-Canada. These

effects were to have been sold on account of the United

States government, notwithstanding an agreement for their
restitution entered into on the 10th of November, by Judge

Ogden and Mr. Richardson on the part of the United

States. and Lieut. Colonel Morrison and Captain Muleas-

ter, (Royal Navy,) on the part of the British Government.

The Inhabitants made no opposition to the seizure and
transportation of these effects, nor did they experience any
molestation from the party, who, at two o’clock on the en-

suing day returned to their quarters with the most valuable

of the Merchandize for which they had proceeded to Ma-

drid.

A slioht loss was experienced in an unsuccessfud
effort made by a detachment consisting of the flank
companies of the Royal Scots, and the light company
of the 80th Regiment, under the command.of Captain Bars=
den of the 89th, for the purpose of dislodging a strong par-
ty of the enemy who had taken post at Longwood in the
advance at Delaware town. The enemy had secured them-
selves on a commanding eminence behind log intrenchments,
and were attacked at five o'clock in the afternoon of the 4thy
of March by this force, supﬁ‘urtcd by a flank movement }t;

]
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the right, of a company of militia Rangers under Captain
Caldwell, with a detachment of the Kent Militia, and a si-
milar movement by a party of Indians to the left. After se=
veral repeated but unsuceessful efforts to dislodze the ene-
my in a spirited contest of an hour and a half, the troops
having suffered severely, were withdrawn. The enemy soon
afterwards abandoned the position. The British lost two
officers and twelve men killed, and three officers and forty=
nine men wounded including an officer and six men of the
Kent Militia Volunteers, who distinguished themselves on
the occasion.

The campaign was opened in Upper Canada by Sir Gora
don Drummond and Sir James L. Yeo, under the most
cheering auspices. The American forces along the Lake
Champlain, after leaving small garrisons at Plattsburgh,
Burlington and Vergennes, moved early in the Spring tos
wards Lake Ontario and the Niagara frontier, witha view of
resuming offensive operations against the Upper Provinee,
as soon as the fleet at Sacket’s Harbour (considerably aug=
mented during the winter) should be in a state to Lo-Ope=
rate with the land forces. The principal Naval Stores for
the equipment of'the fleet were forwarded to Sacket’s Har-
bour by the way of Oswego, and as the British Naval force
at Kingston, strengthened by twoadditional ships, the Prince
Regentand Princess Charlotte, were ready to appear on the
Lake early inthe season, it becamean object of importance ta
intercept the enemy’s supplies and by that means retard his
preparations for invasion. An Expedition against Oswego
was therefore determined upon, and General Dyummond
having embarked a considerable force consiating of six com=
panies of De Watteville's Regiment, the light company of
the (ilengaries; the second Battalion of the Royal Marines,
with a detachment of Royal Artillery and two field pieces;

letachiment of a Rocket rrr‘.']':t::j—;_ with a few Sappers
1ers,” set sail from” Kingston onrthefourth of May,

and at noon on the followine day, madedhe port of Oswes
go, ‘when a heavy gale from the North West sprung up, and
obliged the squadron to gain the offing. - On the morping
of the sixth, a landing was ellscted by about one hundred
and forty of the troops uuder Lieat. Colonel Fischer; and:
wwo hundred seam armed with pikes, under the: coms
mand of Captain Muleastery 480 N, in {ront of acheavy

discharge of round and grape frony the battery, and of mus«
ketry from adetachment of about threehundred menofithe
American

~
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American army, posted on the brow of the hill, and in the
gkirts ol the newghibouring wood: The Bnush, on landing,
prv-«:-ul up-the ll towards the enemy’s battery, which the
Anericans (upon finding the Briush determnined to carry it
by storm) relinquished; leaving about sixty men, 1lt'ttlc11,:iily
swounded,

The band and Naval Commanders having taken possese
sion of the stores found inthe Port and in its neighbours
diood, and having dismantled the fortifications, and destroy-
el the barracks, re-embarked on the seventh of May, and
reomned o iingston,

The loss of the British troops amounted to one Captain
{Holtaway of the Marines) and eighiteen men killed, and
two Micers and sixty men wounded. That of the Nawy
amounted to three men killed,, and four Oflicers and seven
men wounded.  Captain  Muleaster, while entering - the
Forte at the head of lus men, rveceived a very severe and
wonnd, - Captain: Popbam was also severely
wountded. - Although the service derived much benefit from
this Kxpedition, the main object I Conts nplation was not

d. the prinepal pact of the Naval stores being
' : B
F by the enenive who had taken the precaution ol de-

omgr Chem a thie Falls; some miles from Oswego, up the

The fotilla at the Isle-anx-Noix, under the command
of Captain Pring, [uf:l.-‘-l-'t“ up the Lake Champlain, op
the nintlrof May with a detachment ol Marines, for the
-!}\lll‘,usl' ofeapturning or a‘.l-~i¢tl_‘.|||;; the new vessels recet I!V
anioked ar Y ergennes, or of intercepting the stoves and
gupplies mumded for thelr armament and egquipment. (n
thesddth. Capt. Pring reached his destination at Ouer
Creekesbit finding the ciemy prepared dor his reception,

he jndged v expedient 1o abandon his intended plan of

=Rilack, and returned w the 1'~‘.\'-;illx-:\m.\.

The British squadron having for the present a decided
Zacdndenty oif Lake Ontario; blockadéd sacket’s Harbour,

in order to-intercept the supplies which might, from tme

-t time, *he forwarded from Oswego, for tie equipment ot

9Ot of May,

Jthe Ameriean dlect.  On the morming o L
a baat laden with two 24 pounders and a laroe cable
for one of the Americanships of war, was captuied on the

R 2 wuy
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way to Sacket's Harbour from Oswego, from whenee it hadl
sailed in company with fifteen other boats loaded with
naval and military stores. This intelligence induced the
Naval Commander to dispatch Captains Popham and Spils-
bury, with two gun-boats and five barges, in quest of the
enemy’s boats, which, these officers ascertained to.have taks
en shelter in Sandy Creek, whither they proceeded with the
vesolution of capturing or destroying them if the attempt
shonld be found practicable.  On the morning of the 3lst
of May, the boats from the British squadron entered the
Creek, and Caprains Popham and Spilsbury, having re
connoitred the enemy’s position, determined on an immedi-
ate attack, which although aware of the hazard of the en-
terprise they determined to risk, as the stores in possession
of ‘the enemy weve ot the utmost importance to the annas
ment of their squadeon. The boats advanced cautiously
up the Creek to within half a mile of the enemy, when par-
ties were landed on either bank, who advanced on the
flanks of the gun-boats, to a turning which opened the
enemy’s boats full to their view—It was at this juncture,
when, by some accident, a sixty-eight pounder carronade
in the bow of the foremost gun-boat being disabled, it be-
came necessary to pull her round to bring the 24 pounder
in her stern to bear upon the enemy. The Americans mis-
taking this movement for the commencement of a retreat
advanced with their whole force, consisting of one hundred
and fifty riflemen, near two hundred Indians, and a strong
body of militia and cavalry; who afier a short though des-
perate contest, from which it was impossible to effect a re-
treat, overpowered the British party, consisting of about
two bundred men, of which, it is said, eighteen were kil
led and fifty wounded. Captain Popham in his official des-
patch to Sir James L. Yeo, on this affair, acknowledged
with the warmest gratitude, the humane exertions of the
American Officers of the Rifle Corps commanded by Major
Appling, in saving the lives of many of the officers and
men, whom the American soldiers and Indians were devot=
ing to slaughter,

The American forces concentrated at Buffaloe, Black
Rock and other places on the Niagara frontier, under the
command of Major General Brown in momentary expectas
tion of'the co-operation of the squadron on Lake Ontario,
were ready at the end of June to invade Upper-Canada.
©un the morning of the third July, the enemy embarked,in

boay
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Boats and batteaux and effected a landing on the Canada
side without opposition, with two strong brigades under
Brigadiers Scott and Ripley, at two points on the
shore above and below Fort Erte, each about a mile distant
from that post, then under the command of Major Buck of
ghe 8th Regiment, That Officer had been active in putting
Fort Erie intoa state of defence, and with a small detach-
anent of about seventy men was left in charge of ity more
wwith & view of causing a temporary check to an invading
force, than for the purpose ul'cfei'vnding it against a vegular
siege, which wasnot intended. It would indeed have been
impossible to maintain Fort Erie for any length of time a-
sgrainst the overwhelming strength of the enemy, but a re-
sistanceof even a few hours might have been of material con-
sequence and have enabled General Riall to have repelled
the invasion at the outset. The able dispositions which
had been made of the forces under that Officer, along
'the Niagara line by the direction of Lieut. General
Drummond, who had anticipated an invasion at the
point where it commenced, were such, that the least impedi-
ment to the progress of the invaders would have enabled
General Riall wo have concentrated his troops, and to
full upon and disperse the enemy before they could have time
to be prepared for an effectual resistance.  Under these civ-
cumstances, itis much to be regretted, that Fort Erie was
tamely surrendered to the enemy without fiving a shot or
muking evena shew ol resistance.—'T'he Americans, after the
acquisition of this important post, advanced with confidence
in the afternoon of the ensuing day to the Plains adjacent to
Chippawa, and were making preparations to carry that
post, when  General Riall, to anticipate their design,
having collected his forces, marched on the evening of the
fifth from his lines and gave them battle. The enemy had
much the advantage in numbers and fought with determin-
ed bravery. His right rested on some buildings and or-
chards on the brink of the Niagara and was strongly sup-
ported by artillery. His left was skirted by a wood with a
considerable body of Indians and Riflemen in front. The
Militia and Indians enaaged the enemy’s riflemen, who, at
ifirst checked their advance, but being supported by the ar-
-rival of the light troops consisting of the light companies
of the Royal Scots and 100uh Regiment, with the 2d Lin-
coln militia, under Lient. Colonel Pearson, they were dis-
lodged after a very sharp contest.  Two light twenty-four
poundel‘s and a howitzer were brought into action againgsl

» the
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tegiment, while the Royal Scots and 100th Regimeny, aher
deploying with the utmost seeadiness, opened a heavy fire
upon iiis left and advanced to the charge, with the most in-
wrepid gallantry, nnder a destrucuve fire.  In: this attempt
they suilered so severely that it was tound necéssary to
withdraw them and desist from a contest, which from the
grveat superiorivy of the enemy's numbers, must have been
unavailing. General Riall accordingly fell back upon Chip=
pawa ia the evening, and to prevent the enemy from ocs
eupving Burlington Heights by a forced march (as he ine
tended ) he threw sue
to b oris George, Niagara and Mississaga, and retred 1o

the enemy’s right. which was also engaged by the King’s
i

h reinforcements as he could spare ins

g N | ) 3 -
Pwenty-Mile Creek, on the ronte to Burlington, where he
prepared for a vigorous stand against the progress of ilie
wy tothat post.  'The American squadyon was net how-

o1
wer ready to appear upondhe Lake during these ocenrien-

ces ; a'cirenmstance: peenliarly fortunave; astheir appeag-
ance: wontd have so emboldened their avmy; far supertor i

numbers to the B as probably to have led 10 the re-
diction of Forts George and Niagaia The mihitia nnder
diauw Colonel Dickson, (who was-wounded) behaved wich
gultantry.  The Briush lost six Oflicers and one handied

zoc dorev-two anen killed, and vwenty-six (fiicers (among
thiem Licaw Colonel the \1:1;‘:1'1i-.(lt"l".\l'e-ﬂn‘.g St \cl'r.’l}')ui.d
two hundred and ninety=five men wounded, and one ©Ofi-
cerand torty-five men |i1ia‘~in:,r. The eneny state thew loss
at seventy men killed, and nine Officers and two  hundred
men wounded, and nineteen missing,

and lin._','

The enemy after thisaffair, gradually advanced along the
Viagara, and occupied Queenstown, from whence lie wade
demonstrations npon Fort (Gearge and Mississaga, but find-
ing Lietit, Colonel Tucker who had been left wm command
ef these posts, conthe alert, and detevmined wpmake a re-
soiute defence; he desisted from furiher attenpis o carry
them.

(iencral Brown findino a stouter resistance then he ex-
pected, feil back upon Queenstown,® from whence on the

* Tis it wonkd seem
he géneral com

th gireun

ywever, was eontrary to the orders and instruction of
whiein general orders, expressedahis displ nre at
Colone! Stoue, commanding at
uliret, "This giicer

guence o

Yiiare, It 1 H4]1 ¢ an <}
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heay iy ~r-Tie yiiloge at-Long Poiny wis also reduced w usacs by (hese s
epndin '
CLudugrivs, ‘
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€5th of July, he retreated with his whole force upon Ghips  Caraes
pawa, having previously set fire to the village of Saint Das  VIIL.
vid’s. General Riall immediately put his advance in mos @™~
tion, and was moving on to -ula];n.rt the advance of his di- 1514,
yisian, when the enemy wheeled about with a view of over-
powering his forces before they could be assisted by the
reinforcements . which were expected to join them.  Gos

neral Drummond, with Lieut. Colonel Harvey, bad that
morning arvived at Fort George, from York. The proceeds
ingswhich immediately succeeded his arrival ecannot be more
concisely and cleayly explained than in his ownofficial dosa

patch, after the battle of Lundy's Lane, which i3 quated

as the best relation to be found, of that hard fought activne

¢ I embarked on board His Majesty’s schooner \'-“1]--_\'; Ratile of
¢ at York, on Sunday evening the 24th instant, and reaclis Landy’s Lase:
ed Niagara at day-break the following morning.  Finda
ing from Lient. Colonel Tucker that Major General Rialk
was understood to be moving towards the Falls of Nia
ra to support the advance of his division, which he had
pushed on to that place on the preceding evening, I ore
dered Lieut. Colonel Morrison, with the 89th Regimenty
and a detachment of the Royalsand King’s, drawn {rom

-
H

.

% Furts George and Mississaga, to proceed to the same
€ point, in order that, with the united foree, Imight acs

against the enemy (posted at Street’s Creek, with Lis ada-
vance at Chippawa) on my arrival, it it should be o wl
(‘xpvdic-nl. I ordered Lieut. Colonel Tucker,  at the
same time, to proceed on the right bank of the
& with three hundred of the 41st, and about two huy
of the Royal Scots, and a body of Indian Warriors, sup=
}Jtn'l('nl (('m the river) by a party of armed
% der Captain Dobbs, Reyal Navy. The
movenient was Lo (“L-::-'i.‘-(' or capture a body ol the enes
my which was encamped at Lewistown. Some unavoidas
ble delay having oceinved-in the march of the troops np
the right bank. the enemy had moved ofl’ previous to
Lieut. Colonel Tucker’s arrival, I have to express mys
self.satisfied with the exettions of that oflicer.

~ o~
~ o~

1

-~
-

% Having refreshed the troops at Queenstown, an 1 hav=
# ing brought across, the 4lst, Royals, and Indians, &
% gent back thed st and 100th Regiments to oy the ¢
visons of the Forts George, Mississaga; ¢ viadaiay

& mnder Licut, Colonel Tucker; and move:

~

1 it b
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and detachments of the Royals and King's, and light.
company of the #4lst, in all about 800 men, to join Ma-
jor Greneral Riall's division at the Falls.

“ When arrived within a few miles of that pogitien, I
met a report from Major General Riall, that the enemy
was advancing in great force. I immediately phshed
on, and joined the head of Lieut. Colonel Morrison’s co-
lumn, just as it reached the road leading towards the Bea-
ver Dam over the summit of the hill at Lundy's Lanel
Instead of the whole of Major General Riall's division,
which I expected to have found oceupying this position,
I found it almost in the océupation of the enemy, whose

“ columns were within 600 yards of the top of the hill,

and the surrounding woods filled with his light troops.
The advance of Major Gefieral Riall’s division, consist-

“ ing of the Glengary Light Infantry, and Incorporated

Militia, having commenced their retreat wpon Fort
George, I countermanded these corps, and formed the
89th Regiment and the Royal Scots detachments, and
A41st ].I_E,g]n\l companies, in the vear of the hilly their lefi rest-
ing on the great road; my two twenty-four pounder brass
field guns a little advanced in front of the centre on the
summit of the hill; the Glengary Light Infantry on tlie
right, the battalion of Incorporated Militia, and the deé-
tachment of the King’s Regiment on the left of the
great road; the squadron 19th Light Dragoons in the
rear of the left, on the road. I had scarcely completed
this formation, when the whele front was warmly and
closely engaged. 'The enemy’s principal efforts were di-
rected against our left and centre. Afier repeated attacks,
the troops on the left were partially forced back, and
the enemy gained a momentary possession of the road.
This gave him, hiowever, no material advantage. as the
troops which had been forced back formed in the rear of
the 89th Regiment. fronting the road, and securing the
flank. Tt was during this short interval that Major Ge-
neral Riall, having received a severe wound, was inter-
cepted as he was passing to the rear, by a party of the
enemy’s cavalry, and made prisoner. In the centre, the
repeated and determined attacks of the enemy were met
by the 80th Regiment, the detachments of the Royald
and King's, and the light company of the 41st Regiment,
with the most e rfect steadimess and in
and the enemy was constantly repulsed with very hlm\'y

¢« Joss,
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Toss. Tn so determined a manner were thefe attacks di-
rected against var guns, that enrartill
neted by the enemy in theact of loading, and the muzzles
of the enemy’s puns were advanced within a few yards of

ryimen were bayoe-

fomr’s. The darkness of the night, during this extra-

ordinary conflict, occasioned several uncommon inci-
dents : our ‘troops having for a moment been pushed
back, some of our guns remained for a few minutes in
the ehemy's hands; they were, however, not only quickly
recovereds but thé'two pieces, a six pounder and a five
and a halfinch howitzer, which the enemy lad broucht
up, were captured by us, together with several tumbrils;
and in limberihg up our guns at one period, one of the
encmy’s six pounders was put, by mistake, upon a lim=
ber of our's, and one of oursix pounders limbered on
one of his; by which means the pieces were exchanged;
and thus, though we C'll‘-l‘.l!'(‘ll two of his cuns, yet, as
he obtained one of our’s, we have gained only onge gun,

€ About nine o’clock (the action having commenced. at
six) there’ wad a short intermission of firing, during
which it appears the enemy was employed in bringing
np the whole of his remaining force, and he shortly af=
terwards renewed his attack with fresh troops, but was
every where |'rpnlnt-tl with (‘q'm! Q::I]:Hll:'y and success,
About this period the remainder of Major-General Riall’s
division, which had been ordered to retire on the ade
vance of the enemy, consisting of the 103d Regiment;
under Colonel Scott: the head-quarter division of the
Royal Scots; the head-quarter division of the 8th (or
Kl!‘l'.{‘ﬁi) flank companies 104th: some detachments of
militia, under Lieut. Colonel Hamilton, !H-;wcling Fielda
Olhcer, |;:‘|!1.-‘i. the Lroops -.~1|-_{:l,{i'-|‘, and I I“.l""!‘ them in
a second line, with the exception of the Royval Scots,
and flank companies 104th, with which 1 prolonged my
front line on the right, where L was apprehensive of the
enemy’s out-flanking me. The enemy’s efforts to camy
thehill were continued until about midnight, when hehad
suffered so severely from the superior steadiness and dis<
cipline of his Majesty's troops, that he gave up the con<
test, and retreated with great precipitation to his camp
beyond the Chippawa. On the following (Euy he abans
doned his camp, threw the greatest part of his baggage,
camp-equipage, and provisions into the Rapids: and hay-
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¢ Chippawa, continued his retreat in great disorder tes
¢ wards Fort Erie. My light troops, cavalry, and Indians,
¢ are detached in pursnit, and to harass his retreat, which
“ I doubt not he will continue until he reaches his own

“ ghore,
¢ The loss sustained by the enemy in this severe action
€ cannot be estimated at less than fifteen hundred men,

¢ including several hundreds of prisoners left in our hands;
“ his two CUH‘IIH&HH“Hg (;l'lll‘l'ﬂlf\, Brown and S(.'Ott, are
¢ gaid to be wounded: his whole force, which has never
€ been rated at less than five thousand, having been en-
“ gaged. Enclosed, I have the honour to transmit a re-
“ turn of our loss, which has been very considerable,
¢ The number of troops under my command did not for
¢ the first three hours exceed sixteen hundred men: the

“ addition of the troops under Colonel Scott did not in-
“ crease it to more than two thousand eight hundred of e-
111

very description.”

In this action Major General Riall having been severely
wounded, was, while retiring intercepted, and made pri-
soner by a party of the enemy’s cavalry who had obtained
a momentary possession of the road on the left of the Bri-
tish line, by which the General was retiring.

General Drummond received a severe wound in his neck,
from a musket ball. He however concealed the circume
stance from the troops, and remained on the ground, cheer-
ing on his men until the close of the action. Lient. Co»
lonel Morrison of the 89th Regiment, Lieut. Colonel Pears
son, Captain Robinson, of the King's Regiment, (com-
manding the militia,) with several other oflicers of merit
were severely wounded. The bravery of the Militia on this
occasion, could not have been excelled by the most resolute
Veterans. (General Drummond, and other Officers of rank;
have been known to express their astonishment and admi=
vation at the determined resistance which they for some
time maintained, against the overwhelming force of the ene-
my.— Nothing could have been more awful and impressive
than this mid-night contest. The desperate charges of the
enemy were succeeded by a dead silence, interrupted on-
Iv by the groans of the dying, and the dull .-em:mL of the
gl\l]::"l!fimh' Falls of Niagara, while the adverse lines
were now and then dimly discerned through the uwoulig{;t,

. hd
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by the dismal gleam of their arms. These anxious pauses
were succeeded by a blaze of musketry along the lines and
by a repetition of the most desperate charges from the ene-
my, which the British received with the most unshaken
firmness. 'I'he American loss. by their own statement,
amounted to one hundred and sixty rank and file killed
including twelve oflicers; and tive hundred and sevens
teen wounded. including fifty officers, among them (Gener-
als Brown and Scott, The commaund of the American
forces in the absence of Grenerals Brown and Scott, who re-
tived for the recovery of their wounds, devolyed upon
Gieneral Ripley, the enemy retreated on the27th, with his
whole force to Fort Erie, and threw up intrenchments
in the neighbourhood of that Fort to secure Limself against
the British, who immediately invested their works. General
Gaines. in the mean time, }'\mu-n--."r(l from Sacket's Har-
Bour and assumed the command at Fort Erie.

On the 1st of ' Angust the American fleet sailed from Sac-
ket’s Harbour, and after looking into Kingston, satled
for the head of the Lake: fiom whence he soon return-
¢d Lo port, upon finding the ariny far from being in a sme
to co-operate, cooped np at tirie, and incapable of hold-
g any direct communigation with thie naval force on Lake
Ontano.

The suecessful resnlt of an enterprise by Captain Dobbs,

of the Royval Navy, 1 capraritg in the night of the 12th
of Auz . with his gig and some batteaux, (conveye d over
fand trom the Niagara viver,) two ol the enemy's schooners,
fie Ohyo and Somers, lying close o Fort Erie for the pur-
pose of lanking the ;1|-‘.!,,].;“5_.\ to the fort, each mounting
three lons twelves, with complements of thirty-five men,

gave spuit (0 the army. General Drummond, after having

]‘r\:n.nmitl'tﬂ the 1":~..|\.~ posiion _"‘.r-.\-l"n'lumi to storm the
American intrenchments. e accordinzly opened a battery
on the morning of the thirteenth, and on the ensuing day
finding that a matenal eflect had been produced npon their
works. he made the necessary preparations for an assanlt.
Three columns were in the night of the fourteenth put iR
movement : one under the command of Lieut, Colonel Fisclier
of De Waiteville's Regiment, consisting of the 8th and
Do Watteville's Regiments, the flank companies of the 89th
and 100th Regiments, with a detachment of artillery, A=
nother under Lieut, Colonel Drmmmond, of the 104t Regi=
$ N 2 ment,
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ment, consisting of the flank e« panies of the 41st and
101h Regmenis, and a body of seamen and marines. under
Captain Dobbs, . N. and the third uader Colonel Seott
of the 105d Regiment, consisting of his own Regiment,
ported by two co ipanies of the Royals.  The first of

] ck and turn the left of
the enemy’s intrenchiient on the side of Snake Hill. while
the two other columns were to attack the Fort and the
vioht of their intrenchiments. Colonel Fischer's column

N ik

aQr

these columns was ordered to atta

1

{ i int of attack two hours before day-
et and the L of the column had actually sained j0S=
BESS10) the enemy’s batteries, but the column of support

in marching too near the Lake. entangl
tween the rocks (
of the flank com

d themselves bes

. y by the repulse
ies of the King's Repiment, (which, for
want of timel support were compelled to vetive upon them,)
thrown into utter confusion, and suffered mostseverely by the
fire of theer The two other columns adyanced as soon as
the firin

‘'lonel Fischer’s column washeard. and

> ' Walter, .’I:‘,i v

at t ite moment stormed the Fort and intrenchnmer
the afler a desperate resis ysucgeeded m
1o al he Fort, throngh theembrasures of the De-
mi-I The enemy took to a stone building which
they maintained with determination for upwards of an
Hour and a half, against the guns of the Demi-Bastion,

which the Buitish had turned acamst them, until some

ammunition under the platform on which the guns were
placed, taking fire (whether accidentally or by design, is
fot well understood) a most tremendous explosion ensued,
by wiich, almost all the traops who had entered the Fort,
were dreadfully manoled. An immediate panic was coms
municated among the troops who could neither be rallied
by the survivinge oflicers nor be persuaded that the explo=
sion was accidental. - The enemy after having repulsed
Lieut. tColonel Fischer's column had ordered reintorce=
ments from the left and centre of their lines. to the assisa
tance of the Fort, who taking advantage of the darkness
and confision of the moment. pressed forward with a heavy
and destructive fire, and compelled the assailants to retire
from the works they had so gallantly carried.

In this assault the loss of the British was most severely
felt. Colonels Scott and Drummond. fell, while storming
the works, at the head of their respective columns. Four
Olliceis aud fifty-four men were veturned as killed, and

twentys
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Benty-four Officers and two hundred and eightyv-five men
wounced. Tlie miss ing were reported at nine Officers and
five hundred and thirty men, afterwards ascertained to have
been principally killed. T'he American statement of their
own loss, makes it eighty-four in killed, wounded and
missing.

Gieneral Drummond was reinforced a dav or two aflep
this assault by the arrival of the Gth and 82 f:-ggimt'l'.ls,
fiom Lower-Canada.  This veinforcement was Liowever no
move than barely sufficient to supply the recent casualties,
and General Drummond did not with the small force under
his command deem 1t expedient to hazard a second attempt
to recover Fort Erie, but by continuing its investment he
eut ofi'all communication with the adjacent Country, and
m coi ipelling the enemy to draw his resources from his
own country rendered the occupation of that Post for the
remainder UilLllL'\_':U'.iiA.il___‘H of no service to the invaders.

Michillimakinac contrary to the expectation of the enemy
had, early in the Spring, been reinforced with a detachment
el troops and seamen, under Lieut. Colonel M<Douall,
I'his Officer proceeded by way of the Nottawasaga River, and
alier having for several days struggled against the ice, and
tempestuous weather which at uiiis season agitates lake
Huwon, arrived at his destination on the 18th of May with
his open cances loaded with Provisions and Stores for the
peliel of the garrison,

From Michillimakinae, Lient, Colonel M‘Donall dis-
patched Lieat. Colonel M‘Kay of the Indian Department
at the commencement of July, with a force of six hundred
and fifty men (of which 120 were Michigan Fencibles, Ca-
nadian Volunteers and Officers of the Indian Department,
the remainder. Indians) to reduce the Post of Prairic du
Chien on the Mississipi. Lieut. Colonel M*Kay arrived at
that place on the 17th July. Here Le found the enemy n
occupation of a small Fort situated on a height, with'two
Block-Houses. mounting six pieces of cannon. and in the
middle of the Mississipi immediatelv in front of the Fort, &
rge gun-boat mounting fonrteen pieces of small artillery,
Licut. Colonel MKav sent a flag of truce. demanding an
Immediate surrender.  This being refised, he opened a fire
fr‘_”‘n one L‘Tl”\ '“'];)" 11;(' l'll(']h\"n‘. .f-|y.7l\(\?\1 \\"l" Hl'll.‘h "'ﬂ:"'l
afier an action of three hours, as to compel Ler to cut l‘)ir
cable
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Cuar. cableand run down the stream, where she took shelter un=
VIIL. deran lsland. In the evening of the 19th, Lieut. Culonel
%o~ M‘Kay having thrown up his breast works at the distance
1814, offour hundred and fifty yards, was prepared to open a can-
nonade upon the enemy, with a single gun which he bad
mounted for the purpose, when the enemy hoisted a white
flag and sent an Officer to acquaint the besiegers of their
surrender, ‘who immediately took possession of the gar-
vison. The enemy’s force consisted of three Officers
and 71 men. The reduction of this Post which was
elfected without the loss of a single man was of the ntmost
importance to the British Traders and effectually secured

the British inliuence over the Indian tribes of the West,

The enemy upon ascertaining that Michillimakinac had
been reinforced fitted ont an Expedition which was put
under the command of Lieut. Colonel Croghan. A de-

Expeditiona- tachment of this force under the command of Major Holnies,
Prackinac ,'_I" an unfeeling miscreant® proceeded to Saint M s where
the Americans after ]1{'|:1\'u-1'i11_r the whole of the stores belonging to the
North West Company, they reduced the buildings to ashes.
"T'he main body after it had been joined by this d achment
consisted of abont nine hundred men, "This force effected
a landing near the Fort of Michilimakinac on the 4th of
August in the forenoon, but the spirited opposition which
it experienced from the handful of men under Lieut. Colo=
nel M‘Douall was such as to compel them to re-embuark,
leaving seventeen men dead on the shore, among them Ma<
jor Holmes,

Though the enemy had failéd in this attempt to carry
Michiilimakinac, they kept their small cruisers in the neigh-
bourhood so asto in[lu‘cv])t all supplies destined for the gar-
rison. T'we of these vessels the 'l'lgwss and Scorpion weie
carried (the former on the evening of the Zd. and the latier,
in the morning of the 5th of September) by a small party of
Scamen under Lieut. Worsley R. N. and a party of Sol-
diers under Lieunt. Bulger of the Royal Newfoundland Re-
giment. They carried each a long 24 pounder on a Pi-
vot with complements of thirty-two men. After their cap-
ture, Michillimakinac was left unmolested.

* It is related among other traits of their cruelty, that these Brigands having
made nse of a horse all day in carting the |||'l1u|| r. tied him wh lst barnes<
sed in the cart to adwieilivg Houwse, which they get on fire, and amused thems
gelves in admiring the upavaliog ciors of the poor animal (o extricale it lg
From the fiames, . ey ) R
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.. During these events in Upper Canada, Lieutenant Gene-
!‘&1 -“:]l' John Coape Sherbrooke, then Lieutenant Governor
in Nova Scotia, was successfully engaged in reducing a
very populous and extensive portion of the enemy’s territo-
ries adjacent to the Province of New-Brunswick, He de-
tached a small force from Halitax, under Lieut. Colonel
Pilkingtun which, with the Ramilies, commanded by Sir
Thomas Hall'dy.‘ took possession,on the 11th July of Moose
Island in Passamaquoddy Bay, the garrison at Fort Syl-
livan consisting .of six Officers and eighty wen under the
command of Major Putnam surrendering themselves prison-
ers of war. On the 26th of Aungust, Sir John C. Sher-
brooke having embarked at Halifax, the whole of his dis-
poseable forces on board of ten Transports, set sail accoms-
paui(-tl by a small squadron, under Rear Admiral Griffiths
for Castine on the Penobscot River, where he arrived on tlie
Ist Sn*ptwnhﬂ‘ and took possession of the Batteries at that

lace ; the enemy finding it impossible to retain the post,

aving previously blown up the :\hyg::zine and retreated
with the field pieces. The United States’ Frigate Adams,
had some days previous to the arrival of the British at Cas«
tine, run into the Penobscot and for security had gone
up as far as Hamden, where her guns had been landed and
a position taken, with a view of protecting her. Capt. Barrie
of the Dragonwith a suitable naval force, and 600 pick-
ed men, under the command of Col. John of the 60th Regt,
were detached up the River for the purpose of obtaining
possession or destroying the Adams. The enemy who at first
offered a spirited resistance, after setting fire to the Frigate,
fled in all directions upon finding the British resolutely
advancing against their positions. Several picces of ord-
nance and three stand of colours fell into the hands of the
British whose loss amounted to no more than one man kill-
ed and one Officer and seven men wounded.

After the capture of Castine, Lieut. Colonel Pilkinaton
was dinpuu'hm‘l with a brigade of troops for Machias which
was taken possession of on the 11th September by that Offi-
cer: the detachment in Fort O‘Brien having on the ap=
roach of the British, precipitately retreated from the Forty
K‘a\'ing wenty-six picces of ordnance with a quantity of
small arms and ammunition. Lieut. Colonel Pilkington
was on the point of marching into the interior of the Coun-
try when he received a communication from Lient, (1'1-1.\(_‘:'3[
B;‘l}\S'Cl', commanding the District ; engaging that the n“._ahuu‘
forces
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Cuap. forces within the County of Washington should not beas
VII1. arms orserve against His Britannic Majesty durring the war.
W™~ This, with a similar offéer made by the Civil Officers and
1514,  principal inhabitants of the County, brought on a ¢essation
of arms. By these judicious measures 2 populous extent of
territorystretching one hundred iniles along the sea coust, in=
clnding a valuable tract of Country partly separating New=
Branswick from Lower-Canaca. passed under the dominion
ol the British arms without effusion of blood or the leasg

waste of treasure.

Among the casualties in advance along the Lines on the
Montreal frontier in the course of the present Summer, the
death of Captain Mailloux deserves to be remembered,
This brave Canadian had been remarkably vigilant and was
of essential service in watching the movements of the ene=
my, He fell while on a reconnoitring party, into the hands
of the enemy, who had laid in ambush for him—¥He receiv=
ed several balls through the body of which he lancuished
some days, receiving however the greatest attention from
the American Surgeons, as well as from those of the Bri=
tish, who were allowed by the enemy to cross the lines ta
attend him. The bady afier his decease was sent to the
lines escorted by a party of the American Military with the
honors of war, and every mark of respect for the memory of
the deceased.

The arrivai of a strong reinforcement of near sixteen thouas
sand men from the Garonne, of the Duke of Wellington’y
army in July and Aungnst determined Sir George Prevosg
to invade the state of New-York by way of Lake Chams
plain.  The flotilla at Isle-nur- Noir was necessary to cos
operate with the land forces, and the Commissary General
and Quarter-Master General in order to expedite the new
rigate (the Confiance) were directed to suspend every o=
i+ branch of the public Service which interfered with its
nipment.  Sir James L. Yeo was urged by the Commans
ler of the Forees (earlv in Auwnst) to put this division of
his command into an effective state, for the contemplated
Service. Fn answer to this. he was acquainted by thé
Commodore. that the squadron on Lake Champlam was al«
ready ninetymen over compleat. and immediately :upersvdd
ed Captain Fisher. who with much exertion had ald
most preparerd the Aotilla for active service. appointing Cap-
#ain Downie fiom the Lake Ontario squadron in his steads

The
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The Commander of the Forces disappointed in not receiving
a reinfircement of Seamen from Lake Ontario. applied to
Admiral Ouoway and Captain Lord James OBy L then at
RQuebec who firnished a strong veiuforcement from their
respective Ships (the Ajax and Warspite) for the service of
the Flotilla.

8ir George Prévost having sent to Upper-Canada, a bri-
gml{‘ of trdops under ?n‘]uluih'nv:'nl Kempt, who was au-
thorized to make wdeseéent upon Sacket’s Marbour hefore
the ¢loge of the Season, if sucly a measare &hould be
thougrht pl'zu'lim’.-lr‘_ concentrated his arny between La-
raivie and Fort Chambly, under the immediate command
of Major-General De Rottenburgh.  Although the flotilla
was scarcely ready to co-operate, finding that a strong divis
sion of the éenémy’'s torces under General Izard, had marche
ed from Plattsbureh to reinforce the troops at Fort Ervie, he
in order to check the advance of this division; put his army
in movement and crossed the lines at Odeltown, on the
first of September. On the third he advanced and oceu-
Eiml Champlain Town, which the enemy abandoned tupon

ii ilppl‘tmch.

From this point thé whole British force marched on the4th
in two columus, by parallel roads upon Plattsburgh through
a woody Country. The column advancing by the western
road, (more elevated and on drier ground than the road
next the lake, which was low and swampy,) com-
manded by Major Generals Power and Robinson, was
smartly opposed by the enemy's militia. It however drove
the enemy back upon Plattsburgh on the sixth, and opens
ed the way for the left Brigade, commanded by Major (e
neral Brisbane by Dead Creek, a strong position upon the
border of Lake Champlain, which the enemy had occupied
in foree, afterdestroying a bridge over the stream, which
in this place was not fordable, having so distributed
their yun-boats, (ten in number, six of which carried each
one long twenty-four, and an eighteen pounder -arronadey
the others a long twelve each,) as to take the British in
flani on their :‘u||pru:u'h. The American squadron (.'()l_l:iiili“g
of the Ship Saratoga of 26 guns, Brig Eagle, 20 guns,
Schooner Ticonderoga 17 guns, and the Cutter Preble of 7
gms, lay anchored in the Bay, then within reach of the pro-
tection of three batteries and redoubts, on a ridge of land on
the south of the Saranac River. This position being l'.:»'n'-

edy
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Cinar.  ed, the enemy fell back upon their redoubts beyond the Sas

VIIT. ranac, keeping a vigilant ontlook upon the Fords of the
N river with strong picquets of light troops. On the seventh
1514, the heavy artillery being brought forward, eligible situations

were chosen to place them in battery, when it was observed
that the squadron had changed thewr position from that of
the preceding day, and were anchored ont of reach of their
own, ad well as of the British batteries. The Commander of
the Forces had previously acquainted Captain Downie,
(who was moving gradually up the lake, with his flotilla,
himself' in the Confiance rather unprepared for action,
with a crew entirely strangers to her officers) of the position
of the American squadron: and that the attack by land and
water might be simultaneous, he deferred an attack upon
their works until the arrival of the squadron. This resolu-
tion (it is said ) was adopted with the unanimous concurrence
of the General Officers present.  The escape of the enemy’s
fleet to the narrow channels at the head of the lake might
render it impracticable to engage them with any prospect of
success: a final decision of the naval ascendency, on the lake
at the present juncture, was therefore of the utmost impor-
tance to the ulterior operations of the army, and the expedi-
ency of such a measure was universally acknowledged, parti-

- 5 cularly as-the strongest confidence prevailed in the superior-
ity of the British vessels, their weight of metal, and in the

- capacity and experience of their officers and crews; and as
the Commander of the forces was informed by an officer of

. \ : his Staff who had been digpatched to Captain Downie, that
he (Capt. D.) considered himself with his own vessel alone

(the Confiance,) a match for the whole American squadron.
At midnight on the 9th of September, Sir George Prevost
received a communication from Capt. Downie, stating that
he was prepared for service, and proposed getting under
weigh with his squadron the same night at twelve 0’Clock,
with the intention of doubling Cumberland Head (at the
entrance of Plattsburgh Bay,) about day break and enga-
ging the enemy’s squadron if anchored ina position to jus=
uly such a measure. The troops at dawn of day were un-
der arms, but there being no appearance of the fleet at the
expected hour, they were sent mto quarters. Sir George
wrote a note to Captain Downie, acquainting him that the
armv had been held inreadiness that morning for the ex-
pected arrival, and expressing his hopes that the wind only
had delayed the approach of the squadron. The brave
Jownie, who to the noble and manly virtues charag-

teristic

o
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teristic of his profession, united the '1]0.1:( sense of hanor, 18
sald to have been fired with nc '.1”1 ation at the reirection con=
\“\"(' in the note. No communication subse guent to that of
tl\"!]ld was, however, received from him at Head-Quarters.
At the dawn of day on the [ th, the wind being observed to
be favorable for the advance of the sq] wdron, the troops were
pat under arms, and at seven o’clock its approa h was an-
nounced by the sealin 4 of tl NS of the Conliance, which
rounded Cumberland Head with a leading breeze, leaving th
other vessels and gun-boms far in her wake. AL S o'clock the
whole fire of the enemy’s squadron, moored in huce, was
diveeted upon the Conhance, which moved gallantly o
aciion withont returning a shot, (('zipl.im Downie intend=
ity to lay his ship athwart hause of the enemy’s largest slitp)
‘n...1| within two cable lengths of the American line, when,
beving owo anchors shot away and the wind bailling,

came to anchor, and opened a destructive fire npon the ene-
n {'he Linner and Chub, some ume after. took tl r
stations at a short distance, but the Chub having had her
cabies, bowsprit, and main boom shot away, became un-
manageableand drifting within the enemy’s line was oblige d
to surrender.  Shoitly after the commencement of the fire
from the Confiance. hes gullant comman v fell, and the

eommand of the squadron devolved )
the Linnet. l he Confiance, aftter the {
!"'._'.l for some \
of Lieat, Hobertson, but wa COMIPH
to the enemy's ship. the d . which at ouemoment had
glackened her five, soveral of hier guns bein
however, cut her \..‘lla'. winded her lar!

| of lj apt. Downie,

tme Mmost gRlinl

HEBRRE

Fay leirel
oaastuae s s

to bear on the Contiance, which, being much shattered in her
hidl and injured in her vicging, endeavouared in vain to cliect
Bl e mananvre.  1The Finch nck on a 1 of hE
o Lhe eastwa d of Crab l*:&'i | e ¥y & WwWas

of ||¢a Service- . Li

ng Lonky remaimned 3
but Captain Pring tinding ¢

ats | '.u‘-.

J;::r‘—u'-

fully abandoned the object assig m, and « Y-
ing from the seene of action, while not a hope remained o [

re 1|‘|"\'ii‘.:1 the disasters of the day, his men i‘k Line {ast, was
reluctantly compelled to give the painful orders to strike the
eolours, The fire on both sides prove d very destrucuve
trom the li j!lt airs and the smoothness ol ‘the water :
the British loss in killed and wounded was 129, of which

8 officors and 88 men were killed and one ollicer and 29
men wounded on board.of the Confiance.
T2 The

‘I‘.i"‘.l Pring of
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JYDMINI ATION I
L fI S The b on shore weré put into operation against the
idl. caemy s line of ;».‘Jé.lx:d}u.)h. as s00n as the « \'l-i‘*"\-—-.’i
'\-‘:"‘I""-h— mmenced firing,  As the :rm;l‘u::('h to the front. of their
151 rough and exposed to a five of | rape and musket~
Yy, as ias 10 a lank fire from 2 Block-House, a column
0 under hMajor- (n neral Robinson, was ordered ta
10y he rear of their bivouacs, the better to coneeal

their movements and crossa ford previously yeconnoitred
ome distance up the Saranac ; thence to p metrate through
a wood o a eleqy pace of ground in the \iL]llil\. of the ene=
ny s pesttion, where l‘.w‘ necessary preparations micht be
matle o cary thewr works by assault on their reverse front.

under Major-General Brisbane, was
g0 distribanted as to (-m- a diversion in favor of the column
\ ieneral Robinson, which, through the mis-
had been led upon a wrong path and miss-

theerrox v.nw-un.ul by a countermarchy

shonts ¢ wh were distinetly heard by thiscolumuin the
direct of the American works. To have carried these
tort ions would have Leen no diflicuit task for the brave
tio { wsing this column, but thelr attainment after
tl ol tiw ron could not have been attended with

Y e I imtage. Orders were therefore. sent to

Greneral Robinson (who upon 1‘.u.‘nin'r the shouts had balt-
cd and sent to Head-Quarters to ascertain the cause and to
I ch turther erders from the Commander of the Fore

re necessary) to return with his column. The loss
K squ n gave the enemy the means of conveying

ops to such points as might be deemed expedient,
: numerous reinforcements which momently crouded

disposeable force, whose superiority
1 that a delay of a few hours might
i 1 in & eritical situation.  Se circum-
stanced, the army indignant at being obliged to retire be-
fore an enemy their inlevior in discipline and renown, fell
L L lpont '...‘...} in the eve Iml Mll!l little molesiation from
the Awericans, On the ensuing day they continued their
retreat towards the lines, Innlmh” away “such of the ord-
sariat stores as had not been lngmud by
th i rom the commencement of the invasion and
during the retreat of the army, had been almost incessant,

ninated the luckless and humiliating expedition
fo Platisburgh, with the loss of the sq uuhon, (the Gungs
boats,
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Bonts, owing to the misconduct of the officer’in com-

mand, excepted,® ) and five hundred men of the land forces in
killed wounded and missi g

The :!:y!"-'rllllleL- result ol this expedition irritated the ar-
my, Wi hich felt itsell’ hmmiliated in being ¢ ompelled to re-
tire before an enemy which they had been taught to disdain,
'Bhe Naval Commander in the Canadas, |T1 his othcial
letter to the Admiralty did not scruple to attribute the
loss of the lake squadvonito themisconduerof the Comman-
der of whe Forces.  The opinion of that officer remote (rom
the place of action, and of which he had no local knowledge,
must necessanly have relied upon the statements of o-
thers ; and when we consider the variance in the ré¥gion of
facts as given by those nnmediately concerned, any uu].mlml
person will pause in forming an u]- nion. In justification of
the conduct of Captain Downie 1t has been said that he was
hurried into action befove his ship was in a state to meet the
enemyv. and that the Commander of the Forces failed to
give thepromised co-operation to the fleet, by not commenc-
mgan assault on the batteries upon a signal given by the
8 wf.' nee, inconse quence of whichthe whole attention of the
enemy was directed against the Fleet. That iff the land
batieries had been assaulted in time, the American fleet
vould have been compelled to leave the bay, when they
might have been -.ati:u-‘.-u-.l by the British squadron on the
open lake to much better advantage. On the other hand it
has been urged that (';'l tnin Downie, so far from being Lur=
ried into action, entertained the fullest confidence in the
guperiority of his squadron, and that he felt equally certain
of success whether he should meet the enemy on' thé open
Lake, or attack them at anchor in Platsburgh Bay, That
there was no signal agreed upon between the Commande
of the land forees and Captain Downie: and that thecircume
stance of his scaling the guns was consideved by the former
as no more than (e tsu .11 srecaution before the commence-
ment of a naval action. ‘hat the storming of the works
on shore could not have been of any service to the Britush
squadron, as the American ships during the action, were
moored out of range of the land batteries. That it would
have been imprudent to have carried the American battenes
before the naval ascendency should have been decided, as

* This Gentleman soon afier his disgraceful fight from the naval action at
Plattsburgh, disappeared, while unt i('r arrest, ]-u'pn.uol_s to his trial by a
PNaval Court Martal,

U]ll
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Caar. the cnemy's !:qua:h‘nn, afier such an event; by retiring te
VIII. tle narrows in the Lake before the Briush squastron should
™~ have been off l’mll-‘-uwu Lo inte reepl thenr etreat, nught
I5i4. have secured themselves against eve 1y future efiort to attack '
them to advantage. Amdst the comraitictory relations of

facts and Lll\(l-ll\ of opinions, which have been given tiom
!-w,wu.xhle(n.mmm. speciators of the event, it s didlicult

to say what were the grand errors which occasioned the lai-

lure of the exp mhuun to Plattsburgh, or whether iv may not

be considered”as one of those mistoriunes incidental to wai=

fare which human prudence can neitier fovesee nor prevent,

Iiis t‘ill!ii!‘i‘-‘ll\l}' asserted ol'C d')ll n Downie, that be woagat

hiuself wash his single ship, the € ongance, a inatch for tire

whole Alnerican squadron, and when we advert o the ¢ir-

cumstancd of his having gone as it were singly into acuon,
while the other vessels, parviicularly the Gun-boats, in s
squadron, were fay in his wake, there 1s room 1o believe
that this gallant oflicer fell a victim to a @llacious conti=
dence of success, which, after conseciaung lus hife to iy
we cannot but respect.

The decease of Sir George Prevost, before a Military
Court Martal could investigate the charges l reieried agamnst
ki ‘|, renders it impossible to speak witn any degree o1 cer=
tainty on the general }m:jnm.\ n[ lus conduct on that e ypes
dition : but it seems to be generally admuted by those wuo
are supposed most capable of torming a correct opinion on
the subject, that afier the loss of the squadron his situation
m the enemy's country, must have been extremely precaris
ons; and that although he mighit withouti any gredatl exertion
have Ldlll([l all the enemy’s works au tlull‘—.}.‘t;_‘l!-.\ Leir
momentary occupation, which wonld have cost hum some
blood, would have been usterly useiess.

Sortient Fort  The enemy at Fort Erie; on hearing the result of the ex-
Ene. pedition to Plattzsburgh, and aware that the Briush m tueip
;1f-igitl)lalzi‘i1.)(1(l had not been recently reinforced, made a

sortie in the afternoon of the seventeenth of Seprember, and

atiacked the British lines extending tirough a thick wood,

with their whole force consisting ol upwards ot hive thou-

sand men. At the onset they gained some advantage; ha-

ving from the thickness of the weather, (the rain pouring in

torrents) succeeded in turning the right of the Briush line

of picquets without being perceived, andafter a warm con-

test, obtained possession of (wo batieries,. As soon as the

alarm
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alarm was given, reinforcements were sént forward, who
drove the enemy from the works, of which they had mained
possession, and pursued them to the glacis of Fort Erie
w!n_1lu-r they retived with ')I‘('Ci]'ili!!il;ll. with the loss tl)\:
their own accounts) in killed,wounded and missing, of five
hundred and nine men, including eleven officers I\?“l'ii and
twrnl}"lhrw wounded. The British lossamounted to three
Oﬂfct-r.s: and one hundred and twelve men killed, seventeen
officers and one hundred and sixty one men wounded.

thirteen officers and three hundred and three yen missi
making a total of 609 officers and men, '

illl(l

ng;

(n-n(-rul_nrnnnuun‘d, after this affair, finding his troops
encamped in a low situation, now rendered very unhealthy
by the late constant rains, growing sickly, raised the investe
ment of Fort Erie, and fell back upon Chippawa, on the
evening of the 2Ist of September, without molestation
by the enemy.

Sir James L. Yeo, after much exertion, completed the
Saint Lawrence, a new ship of’ 100 guns, and on the 1ith
October, sailed from Kingston for the head of the lake with
a reinforcement of troops and supplies for the army, Come
modore Chauncey having previously retived to Sacket’s Hir-
bour, on hearing that the British squadron was prepared for
the lake. General Brown finding the American squadron
incapable of co-operating with him, came to the resolution
of evacuating Fort Erie, which he accordingly did on the
5th November, after calling in his out-posts and destroying
the whole works at that post, and retired across the Niaga-
ra to his own territory, leaving the wearied Inhabitants of
the Upper Province once more to their repose.

The American army throughout the present campaigm
evinced a chareeterand andmprovedstate of discipline lar
bevond what might have been expected from such raw ma-
terials. The barbarous conduct of a few desperadoes whe
occasionally made incursions into the western parts of Up-

er Canada disgraced however the reputation which their re=
gular army had acquired in the estimation of the Bl‘ill:‘h,
ever ready to acknowledge merit in a virtuous enemy., The
Villages "ot Dover, and Port Talbot were destroyed by
these ruthless barbarians in the course of the Summer;
but the devastation which marked the coumrse of'a horde of
mounted: Brigands from Kentucky, under Brigmli(‘:'{ Ffvn;-ml
' M’ Arthar,
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MeArthor, in the month ‘of November exceddéd evere
thing. | The Country throngh which they passed was givent
up to indiscriminate phinder : the settlements weve retluced
to ashes, and the miserable inhabitants were'left o perish
with cold and hunger. This band of ruffians was arrestell
In its progress, on attempting to eross the Grand River by
a party of the 105d Regiment and a few Indian Warriors,
and their speedy vetreat before a party of the 19th Light
Dragoons sayedtherntfioth exemplary chastiserment.  They
made _g_!-pud their retreat to Detroit from whence [h(-}' had
set out on this excursion.

The troops and embedied wiilitia in the Lower Provinee
fvere sent into winter quarters on the tenth of December,
General Drummond and SirJames L. Yeo, after the edin-
paign had ended i Upper Canada came down to Montrel
to concert measures with the Commander of the Forces {or
the ensuing campaign, in the event that the neaggciations then
carryving on at (Ghent should not terminate in a Peace. "The
creation of a naval foreeon Lake Hifron in the ensuing Sea-

son was determined upon by these Officers ds a place afford-
ing much greater security for the construction’ of vessels
thanLake Erie, where the enemy possessing the dominion of
the Lake could at any time destroy them.

The House of Assembly met on the 21st January. - Mr.
Panet having been called up 1o the Legislative Councily
J:va]l L. Papinean, Haquire, was elected Speaker of the
Assembly.  The militia Act was revised and amended by
admitting substitntes, A Grant of new Dulies upon Tea,
strong Spirits, and on (Goods sold at Auction was made to
His Majesty to supply the wants of the Province. One
thousand pounds were granted for the encouragement of

waccine rmocnlation, uim'nnls of eizht thowsand poiinds
were appropriated for the 1mprovement of the Internal
Lommunications of the Province, and a further Sum of

twenty-five thousand pounds for the parpose of opening &
Canal from Montreal to Lachine, A Bill was also introdri=
ceid to make a provision for the Speaker of the House of As-
sembly and to grant iim a”thonsand ponnds per anpnm to
‘enable him to support the dignity of his Office.  This Hill
being reseived for the Royal Sanction was confirmed during

a subsequent Administration,

-
ke !

othier things came to'a resoclution

embly among
- thay

-3
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that it was expedient toappoint an Agentin Great Britain
for the purpose oi’ soliciting the enactment of Laws, and for
transacting such public mittters as might from time to
time be committed to his care for the good of the Provinee,
This resolution was communicated to the hegislative Conn=
¢il; where, in apposition to the measure it was resolved. that
the Governor of the Province was the only fit and constitu-
tional channel between the Legislative Bodies of Lower-
Canada and His Majesty’s Govérnment in Great-Biitain :
they therefore didmot concur in the Messuge of the As
sembly.

The Lower House, upon receiving infurmation of the dissent
of the Legislative Council, persisted in their resolution. and
l]l'lf“rl‘l‘]ll“.i an address to the Governor on the subject, res
questing His Excellency to transmit to the Prince Regent
ceriain Addresses in that behalf, as well as an Address
yelating to the lnal!v;v.ilnl.'nh pre ferred at a former Session
against the Chief Justices, and of which no notice had as
yet been taken by the British Giovernment.  Whilst the at-
tention of the Colonial Legislature was engaged in these
concerns, news of the Treaty of Peace were officially announ<
ced to them on the 1st of March.

The Embodied Militia were immediately disbanded; and
as a gratuity, the Legislature granted eighty days pay to the
officers, An annuity of six pounds was provic d for such
Yoltizeurs and Militiamen as had been rendered ¢
their service, incapable of earning a livelihood. A smail
gratuity was also made to the widows and children of those
who had been killed during the war : and the Assembly in

Address he Prince Rege scommended. that a.grant
an Address to the Prince ltegent, recommended Lhatl a graint
of lands should be made to such Voltigeu and Miliua, as

had served in defence of the Province during the late war,

The Assembly as a mark of respect for the character of
the Giovernor in Chief, voted him the sum of five thousand
pounds sterling for the purchase of a Service of Plate. T'his
measure met with the approbation of the Prince Regent t
was not carried into effect, the Legislative Council haviig
refused their assent to a bill for that purpose, which was sent
up for their concurrence in the course of the ensuing Session,

The business of the Session being eoncluded, the Govers
por prorogued the Pailiament on the 2vil March, He in-
forms
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formed the Assembly that he had received the commands of
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to return to Eng-
land for the purpose of repelling accusations affecting his
military character, which had been prefeired by the late na~
val Commander in Chief on the Lakes in Canada,—an op-
portunity which he embraced with eagerness to justify his
military reputation,

¢ However intent (said he) on the subject which so un=
¢ expectedly thus summons my attention, be assured I shall
¢ bear with me a lively recollection of the firm support i
€ have derived from you, and I shall be gratified at an ear-
“ ly period in representing personally to His Royal High-
“ ness the Prince Regent, the zeal and loyalty evinced by
“ every class of His Majesty’s Subjects in British North-
“ America during my Administration, their attachment to
“ his August Person and to his Government, and most par-
¢ ticularly the Spirit and devotion manifested by the People
¥ of the Canadas, in the late contest with the United-States
& of America.”

Sir George Prevost accordingly departed from Quebee on
the third of April, for England by way of St. Johns (New-
Brunswick) over the wild and uninhabited country between
the Saint Lawrence and the River St. Johns. On the day
of his departure he received farewell addresses from tlie
citizens of Quebecand Montreal, expressive of theirsatisfac-
tion with his Administration. He was succeeded by Sir
Gordon Drummond in the Government of Lower-Canada,
as Administrator in Chief, who arrived at Quebec on the
same day, a few hours after the Governor's departure and
assuned the Command.

I'IN L 8.
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T is dune to the pubilic, and to the memory of Sir George Pres

vost, to give some statement of the proce dings with respect to

that Officer 2ftey s return to Fngland, to account for his milita=
Ty condacet at lattsha gh in Septembery 1814, at the instance of
St J. L. Yeo. commander of the Naval Forces on the Lakes in
Canada.  Some timae after his areival at home he was indoeed, by
the provintyation of the sentence of a Naval Court Martial ass ¥

bled for th tedul of Captain | ring and the officers nnder his coms
Warnd, for the loss of the British Sgoadron on Lake Che

loct of the Commander

mplain i

Flattsborgh By, Hecting upon the con

of the Land Fooces, to address a letter on the subjoct, to His Roy=

al ki pss the Duke of York. In he stro prod. s
€ avamst t ' ston of thzt Court % il <o far as it related to
Wawnseli, o8 promature and unjust t and that of the ar-

my ua

pis Command  vot Liing preperly the subject of
their euqguiry ; and because their opinion must have principal

relied upon the bare st tement and assertions of the par

wliosr Conduct wins i otier than ex puric

testimony. Ho omplain o of th ol i j;l*li ‘e of this pres=
Judication of s condoct azgravites v the delay o ace v to
brig o ward his usalions: a vl solicited t it Illnki!iul‘. of
His Koy bizhuess with b ';'-‘-1'\'- (rovirnment, to comp-l
himi to 'l- oduce his charges in legal form, and proceed upon
thom in order that an opportonity migit be alforded him of vi is
euting his character oncuct A copy ol the char

mumb o) given in by Sir Jawes Lo Yeo, in consequ

remonstrance, wasy by thee Asjutint Geneal o the

witted from rhe Hor 1 3thof Nepter

Gieorge Frevost 3 and or the arvival o

ry witnesses from ( g of the General Court M
1‘i.l'| wils postpon d of J 1816. Inth
prean B -, e healt I revosts a i

cate cast, anit impaired in the course of service, b came §erions y
affected fron anxiety of mind, and the fatizue he had experienced
in his mey on {00! over the uninliabited count ¥, covercd w th
snow, b tween the Riv

int Lawrenrce and Saint Jehns § and

vavine a di nsolate (-

on the sth Janvary, he died

v peflectious

vous by

loss, rencered

mily to regret i 3
{0 which his memory was “xpos dy from his net having ha lan oc«-

casion of clearing up his conduct at I'lattsburgh.

Colonel William Augustus Prevost, anxious fer an oppor-

tunity to re i'lJ‘.:!:f! Tt ion of his Dbrother hrom
11 @& tho

yui

L
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the oblequy which the wantof an ir:\ stization of the charoes
L] i
L

p o against Siv Greorge Prevost, previous to his decease, moust
have cast upon his memoryy in a letter addressed to His Royal
Hishvess tne Commandor in: Chiel,. after stating in the \(.j:n-
g tight, the distressing situation in which the fanily and

poistions of tie deceased werve placed, reguested  that an ins
U5 tien of his conduct might be ordered before a Court of
Eogui oy, A refereoce to the Judge Advocate was made oo the
subjecty who was of fi an enyuiry, could not be
propery made; and indecd the objections to an investigation after
tae deativol a party, in such un instance as the present, appear to
i

3 insurmountalile 3 the evidence before a Court of Enguiry not
boing taken on ousthy nor could any proccedings with a view to
;_ it 1o ti have had the desired effect, unless the

ters must also have been considered to

{
a tatn iogree a* stake ) were allowed to come forward with the
Wil weight of their evidence,

In concequence of this determination, Lady Prevest addressed
2 lotter 1ot ommanderin Chivfy representing to His Royal

H zioes: in the most forcibile terms, the painful dil

nma in which
she was placed. She dwelt strongly upon the injustice sustained
y of an injured officer whose life had been devotad
of his couutry, and whose exertions in that service
en nonored with the irequent and ungualiied approbation of

N0 | his Country,—Honors, which, though the fruit
ol lo d se vices, were now in danger of being
blast d ealumnious aceusations, She therefore
soliit ess to extend his favor and pretection to
hersel implored him to commiserate their multie
plicd ideavour {o obtain from Ilis Royal High
ness | racions consideration of their claims for

such marks of distinction & izhit be thought due to the memory
ol the deceased.  His Royal Higliness acknowledged the receipk
ol Lher Ladyship's letter, and assured her that he should be glad
te do any tiing calevlated to alleviate her distress, but dechied in-
terforing with the Prinee Regenton'the subject, before whom, he
i larly submitted by His Maw

be ¢

Justy's Slinisters.

Lady Preyost accerdingly drew up a mF‘m:-ri‘U which, witha
st:tement ol the military occurrences at Vlatts llllth she submite
ted to the Prince Regent through the \['nl\l"h His Royal Highe
‘n the same into consideration, was soon afters
iously pleased, publicly to express the highsense heens
d of the distinguished services of Sir George Preyost, cone
g at the same time, as 2 mark of his approbation, additional
aruorial bearings to the Arms of his Family, The




POSTSCRIPT,

Th-‘ Administration of the Civil Government of Tower-Canadd
ander Sir Greorge Prevost, was mild, equitable, and anquestionas
bly popular among the eutire mass of the Canadian popalation, in
“'I"',-' loyalty from the commencement, he placed the most im=
plicit confidence. To their fid lity and to the prudent and cons
ciliating policy of this Gove rnor, Great-Britain is indebted for
the preservation of the Canadas, unavoidably left destitute of moe
ney and troops at the ourset of hostilities with America, by rea-
son of the urgent demands of the war in Spain.  The Provincial
Legiclature, by giving a carrency to Army Bills and guaranteeing
their redemption, efiectually removed all apprehensions of a defia
ciency in the financial resources of the Colonial Government,
The organisation of a respectable foree of Fmbodied Militia, and
the power delegated to the Governor, of turning out the whole of
the eflective male population of the Province, in cases of emer=
gy, enabled him to withstand the efforts of the United-States
during two successiv

2
campaigons with scarcely any other resources

than those derived from the Colony. They who had been partial
to the preceding Administration, and who probably may have becn
instrumental in the arbitrary measures with which itis reproacied,
were as might be expected, adverse to the policy of the present
Govervor, and spared no pains to represent in England the afiairs
of the Colony in the falsest colours. The disappointments expe-
ricaced at Sacket’s Harbour and Plattsburgh, gave occasion te
his enemies to diseredit his militiry character: but whatever may
have been lis capacity as a General, (which we leave to the judg-
ment of military men) it must be admitted that as a Civil Gov r-
nor, at the head of a people irritated by arbitrary measures under
the preceding Administration, he judiciously explored his way
through a period of unprecedented embarrassments and danger, witha
out a recurrence to Martial Law, or the least exertion of arbitra-
ry power. llis manners are represented by those who were fas
miliarly acquainted with hin as unassuming and social. His pub=
lic speeches or addresses prrtook of eyen classical elegance. His
gmooth and easy teinper placed him beyond the ordinary passions
of men in power, and though aware of the intrigues of unprineis
pled and implacable enemies labouring at his destruction, and
loaded with the obloquy of the press, he is known te have har-
boured no resentment against the former, and to have reason d
with that coolne-s and unconcern with respect to the latter, which
oan only spring from a virtuous and ingenuous mind,

AP-
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is prodnction we insert the following extract : the remainder

Of th
o. ity bumyg directed against individuvals, is suppressed :-—
A TOUS LES ELECTEURS DU BAS-CANADA.

Mes Compatristes,

g |u|| n’ont p.'!-r: mutl
imals e, Le
Vefier en a
|'].||Fl i-

its & la derniére
n plus de foree cn'rlle n'en avil

avee succés. M
allez voir «

oris qv
La Chambre d
paycmentde I

LS | O
c *tion ponr | ner les Représeaians on
i VOUS AVIEZ CO fram Tont va Ctre mis ¢ ites les (razeiies jos-

v ‘ : encore mis une novvelle sur

V] relle de Qn employeess ci o
P+ en Francois.
&1 Wonvement,

n te des os 3 mars guelgare of

1x oni yenlent en avol: sont
it jmgquie dans Ja
GUe VOUs voyrz,

eS¢l {ons i

e pour eux, 1l Fonl s

sent, gueiguec

par ki Lisie Ui
Elections, ne vous

swahle.  Ou espire v
avee laguelle vonl
¢ Xl

pouv

faire les

rdree, allez vous informer an 1||1|~ vite i ceux

fnerg-vousexphquer |
gement de voire bpurse, oy
uw\ aui prechent e qoi erie
rler de menage ment CErIeT COntre Jes txes

ze

Qi va vous ;hi"t‘ i
Remurquez bien qui
Ceux qui onf covtome
ne se sont pas recridesde i

1 Crieraux iaxes,
alpsiy 51 oo sont

nier les Dépenses Civiles
@ propose de meitre des

5 Ne se W pas recrives Jor
s il y a guetgues années. Tlles s sont rotfjonrs gardfes jus=-
parlerde ces clioses 3 eltes jettoient les hauts cris ces d res Al

qn’ici de vou
noes, dorsge
de lu Provin

1a un e ll'jHl po HIF VOUS donper conngsance des Dé lll‘ll\lh

ce nest pns le diduir de mdnager votre bourse qui les agite =i fort,
Gr le désir d'en avoir le ménagement enx-memes, ef
enier lad prose fant qu'ils voodront,

1" jrnze la premycre fois |que ivk(nml tes ang
la pense de la Province ne monioit gl dix-
t centy elle monioil & irentesdenx mille louis; et
i est la derniére année dont on ait les comptes pu-
rante=trois mille lovi-.

Uroyez qu

ot n'est yas

vous dir vous importe gue la depense augm 5
i \-nLe'nw/ "y
11 est v | une ; etite ;- rtie que nous ne payo s, et gqu’on s
nrde bien « fin de pouveir dire que nous v'avons pas Je

tant qu'il anra pli anx
¢ de ia payer. Qu'est-ce qui
n'a point étibli de fond pour la
militaire 3 c~la
nd les som=
Je uvi‘v e

T s RgIra que
ravles, on pov
« celie-el, paye ses proj .u-m-u 3 (TR
il des guerres qu'elleaen @ -wun nir pour la pro-
era rasonnable,

rens en places, Jde régler la ¢h‘pr'||»'-‘ et on anra
R Visss qrani da st 2T IrOLs OU quatre tois
hs vu guatre foiy aulgat de gens ep places, qui as
oot
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Font trois on quatre fois antant d'influence ot
1r|li‘”1| ll laire fois aulant; ot 1
defendre, comment pourr

de pnissance, et qui erie
actuellement on a jr tant de peine 4 Sen
\ -t-on le faire
solent entidrement empare de Ia |||.u‘i'. C
Llls vont vous exasd
vanier; les uns disent, 11 faut a igmenter de Viner-c1vo MiLLe
tres 1I|'A QUARANTE MILLE: on d avant hier an Greffe gne
cing-mille, ajourd’hui on dit que c'est quarante mill *'vlw‘:':l«nr s repler j-;r
Teur appetit, lasom seroit eflfectivement considérable ;: mais ce n'e :" )
dessus que la Chambre o’ Assemblée se
& 1;1:- qui y seront, ne 'emporie,
L i somme # payer saivanales derniers comiptes qui ont ¢t¢ publids. <e
SEIZE ll”al.ll. louis. De ces seize mille |(I-\.I~. 0Nz D et o e b

r=?  Faat-il attendee qu'ils se
il soit impossible derdsiste
udroit payer, alin de vous

er les somn

s gu’il

I » dlin-

¢ regiera, 4 moins que le nombre des gens

) . ( riille eroient payds par
Vacte des prisouns en le continnant, et il ne resteroit plusgue cing mille lows
===une couple de cheling sur le vin de Mudére et le via de Porie o quclgques

sols sar le sucre blane produiroient huit mille louis, ce

L qui ECroal uoe sowm
Plus que suffisante, &c. &e, &e. i -

B.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas divers wicked, seditions and tr
published and dispersed in this Provin
which I am entrusted 3§ and wherea
Iated to mislead His Majesty's ¢
trust and jealonsy of His Majesr
from His Majesty’s Person, and o b
nistration of Justice, and of the Gover
the prosecution of these wicked and
betiors have not scrupled andacionsiy to
fulsehoods, whilst the industry that has b
seminating themat a v f
the persevernnce at
that these purposes shonld he pursae
duty, which I owe te his Majesty, and that
view the welfare rosperity of the Tnha
e for me any longer disre
to subvert the vernment of the f
I tter, I do therefore, her hy anno
His Majesty Execative Conneil, that with

|

onable
with the ez

< have heen printed

W government of

I writing asly calens
1jeets, o impress ds with dis=

ament, t ite their allections
into conten 1l vilify the Admi-
ment of the Conntry; and wherea . in

their authiors and a-

y vl

MY, 1T wWas =

rectly tending

measures have been adoy 1, and ween s n
b | ¢ of Nis Magesty's saitl Fxecut i v 1 itl=
thorized, have been issucd under which some of ¢ 1 aid pube
lishers of the writing: aloresaid, h: 1 and s L

I}--n-lyl\ impressed with a desir
happiness of th evolent a
vant 1 have been for nearly as loag a period as the ¢
his subject, and whose highest dis
than that happiness and wellare the role of my conduct
with a very sincere concern, that | shonid fime reason tn b
of these f 1« aad designing men had produced
iealonsies should have found their way, and
rinds of deladed Persons, :
L if any such there bey and indeed to the pablic in general,
tory ol the whole period during wh thie
vernment,  Letthem e mher th

ure | shonld incur, il L ndeany o

(ish Subjectss and let th

< they have made to the wes

ed liberty which they o joy. Da

the 15 h domi one ac ol oppr )
ry imp vindi I pro v -. 1
Y O nmstand beren di n the free
DAL elicion--sand lastly, whil Farape

i-.::..-.. y et wd while various of His M ! ) ey
ikl possessions have al bunds experieneed o i b et
'
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#imder the vicissitides of that state have undergone a deprivation off the iges
timable happi of living under British Laws and H-i*'-!i Gov
becoming a prey 10 temporary conguest, have you not enji »
fect security and tran quility nnder the powerful protection of th_ﬂ sme (G0-
wernment, whose fostering and paternal care bas been equa cmployed in
promoting vour internal welfare?

What then can he the means used by these evil disposed and wicke d persnns
by which they can hope to bifing about their traiter
——by what argumenis can they expect that a4 people
blessing that cap contribute to happiness in this v
happiness, to ersbrace their yiews: Ty what arenment can t'1| y expect that
a brave and loyal ]n‘up]:' hitherto smpn ssed with the warmest and sineerest
attachment to the best of Kings, whose whole reizn has been one series of he=
nefits bestowed on them, shall abandon 1} h:\.\h;. and become monsters of
ingratitude, fit to be held up to the detesintion of the workd, omote their
projecis? It is true, the most | and diabolical falsels g dn-.rum-lv
mulgated and lld-unll ated. In one rt, itisany ||| as v intention
embody and make soldiersof yon, and thathaviug applied to the late House
Representatives to enable me to assembl slve thousand of you for that
irpose, and they ving declined to do I had ther dissolved them
s is not only directly false, soch an i never hi entered into my
mind, nor the slightest mention hay 5 s but it isd nulny
wicked and atrocious, hecavse it has b vanced by persons, who must kave
been sapposed to speak with certainty on subjeet, and was therefore the
more calculated to ympose upon you. In ansther part you are told that 1 want-
ed to tax your lands, and th ¢ late Hoase of Assembly wonld consent ¢
o tax wine, and .‘pnn that account, T lind dissolved the House. Inhabi

of 81, Denis! this is also directly false ¢ T neyer had the most distant ide
tax voun at all 5 such had never eve
deliherations, and when the late Hons
noi have taken any step ina matter of ce withaut the K
structions, and therefors it was still lon 3 ame to the \l]ﬂ-h!f‘r.lllua
of how it was to be paid. In truth not one \'.n'll was ever to my knowledge
mentioned on the subject,

In other parts, |ir'~!\. ing of produc 5 es from what T have done,
rw is had to what T intend to do, it is holdly told you, that I m ;:u

 oppress von,  Base and darir fabricators of falsc ‘hoed, on w part or
what act of my life do you found such an .1-~|>r::m| ?  What do you know of me
or of my intentions ? Canadians, & of those tn whom you werly looked
atiention and respeet, ask the heads of your Church who have opport
nities of knowing me s these are men of honot and knowlee these are men
from whom you ought to seek for information and advice 3 ﬂi- lraders of face

to pay the Civil List,

tion, the dea eues of a l.llJ_\.;l--ul.l.m' not with me § the y cannot know me.
For wha wld T oppress you? Is il to serve the King? Will that
Maonnreh, wiho during fifty years has neyer i=sued one ordery il had you for

it ohject, that was not for your benefic and |‘.‘pyim'-~—-7\\.iii he now, beloved,

henor adored by his suhjects, covered with glory, descending inte the vale
0 ompanicd with the prayers and b'c- ings of a gral sful pm;plf"
1] v to the tenor of & whole lif» wnor and HII‘H'" now give
ot ants to oppress his Canas s? Itis imposwsible

¥ wment believe it,  You will n you with jost indig

tio reant who will sugg such a tl i to you,

15 it myself, then, that 1should oppress yon? For what should T op-
pre I+ it from ambition ? What can you give me —i-i[ﬁ:r]'uuu.-!
Ala ) ! with a life ebbi not slowly to its period, ey the
Pressi ise acquired in the service of my couniry, I look only to pass
whid God 1o suffer to remain of it, in the comfort of retirement
ar I remain among you (nl\ in ohedienee to the commands
of my v Lwish for? 15 it then for we I wonld
o ose who know me, wheth alth ; 1
1 ne I could enjoy it, it is now 6f no use (o : to the vafue of
¥ dat my feet, 1 would prefer the conscicusness of having, in
a ‘v-‘..‘i'-lll(ll to your i L|-| iness and prosperity.

to myself 1ils,, §i v other ease might
be unhbet ,a et bn r can be ot raming o beueath
me, that can tend ve you from the n.x.. of Crime and L.a.eu..un. iito which
guilly men would plarge you, I
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Tt i= now mv duiv more particolarly to 2
which Procla

rt to the intent and purpose for

by and with the ady ¥
Hi- Majeary’s Exeen " ea 18
!\‘l']w ty's Suhjeets, it o} ¥
L f 1 i e
8- reports, i vy sedi raitorous ;
Hi: riment evil I malevolent purpose &

by -m

Yoo, eall (LIS T i g
and SMinist y Rel ¥ 1 yest t
the evil eft fiary raitoron A t
Fight, such as may have heen misl by them, and ine b
principles of loyalty (o (he Ka wnd ahedience o Law

And I do hereby furiher sirictly eharge andeommand w11 trated, |

Peace Officors and «
---hl*:'mu.| iry \
= of all sweh wicke

ghout this Pravine
Majesy’ road So

cth, to d

v AJF Captaos of Mili
o that't
e 11y

ey o seve

.;,.v”.‘,.'

di“ious and tria tor 1o it uf ewWs in any way de-
rogilory (3 & LOVErTmend, or i any manner O | 1.
the Public ) ' b I A 1 0 O i
it hy a vignmns ¢x 0 fthe Laws, all offroder in the premi m e
- 1y il st from 1 t v
' PReCS P
jecrs a this |
: | I L ( te of nt Ley i
y I Provine Lower-Canada {
our Lord 181U, and in the Firaeth Y of i1 aw

J. H. CRAIG, Governor,
C.
A PROCLAMATION,

Tvuantrants oF Casapa!

After thicty of peace and prosperty the United Staty ve heon diia
weo (0 woms, L ([ ) vii(1ons, tl Itz and 1 {
Gién fobh, have *mive left them o dliernative  but manly resisiance

or vncanditonal L%

The arny der mv eompand tvadled vour conntry, siandard
of TTodon trow Wy i Ter y of € I - pro e ynafa
feudivg i tant J e sher daneer nor o lienlty. T came to And
m (L L t p ct, | ( 1

e i ' X vie W ym it

= |

AveugEe them f ‘ l { IS 1 Vi -
furk to alford you vy i wich their i i ymrexpres
tations, T tender you the wgw o slessings of Civil, P al, and B v
| A v, and ey neeessary resalt, ivdividnal acd sen Hro —=thnt
Liboerty waiteh gnve deci=ion (o onr conneil " v D on q r
Sirt I For | der whid pred | v
throngn ; f n wat ¥ i
1 vited k ! W il W
0 greater o re of ey { y of W i o
nor foll to tl 3 b
oyer i ‘ i | I
he s ecof my Con iy th v (o | &
P tion lo your | 15, 1 - !
R P eful and v - -
vemir | 3 3 f i fort "
enes w W are, thi v with
| v )
]
and vl o, wil restoredt sied siauon ol fre
e L \ '! |.
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1 T anydoubt of eveninal success, T might ask vour assistance, but 1 do
not. 1 come prepared for every contige ney. |1 have a force which will look
vn allopposition, and tforee is but the vangonard of a much greater, If
contrary (0 your own interest, and the justexpe ionof my country, youn will

onctdered and treated as enemies, the horrors and calamities of war will
stalk before you.

If the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain he pursued, and the sa-
are let loose to murder vur citizen id butcher our women and chil-
dren, this war, w be a warof exterminationg

The first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt with the scalping knife,
will be the signal of one indiscriminate scene of desolation. No white man
nd fighting by the side of an Indian, will be taken prisoner! Instant des-
ion will be his lot, IF the dictaies of reason, duty, justice and bumanity
cannot preyent the employment of a force which respeets no rights, and knows
no wrong, it will' be prevented hy a severe and relentless system of retaliation,

I doubt no! your courage and firmness: 1 will not doubt youor attachment to
Iiberty. 1i you tender your services voluntarily, they will be accepted readily,

The United States offer you Peace, liberty and security. Your choice hes
berween these and war, slavery il destruction, Choose then, but choose
wisely 3 and may, he, who knows the justice of our cause, and who holds io
his hands the fate of nations, guide you to a result the most compatible with
your rights and interest, your peace and prosperity.

W. HULL,
By the General, A. F. HULL.
Capt. 13th. Regt, U. 8, Infantry, and Aid-de-Camp.
Head-Quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812,

D.

The following Proclamation issued by General Smyth, pre-
vious to his infended invasion, will give the reader some idea of

this mountebank Generdl:

GENERAL SMYTH.
To the Soldiers of the Army of the Centre,

CovraxNtoNs IN ArRws !

The time is at hand when you will cross the streams of Niagara to conguer
Canada, and to secure the peace of the American Frontier,

Yon will enter a country that is to be one of the United-States. Yo will
arrive among a people who are to become your fellow ¢ ‘ns. It is not a-
gainst them that we come to make war. Iti1s against that Government which
holds them as vas

Yoo will m as little as possible distressful to the Canadian peo=
ple. [If ihey are peaceable, they are to be secure in their persons; and in
their property, as far as our imperious necessities will al'ow,

Private plundering is ahsoluiely forbidden. Any soldier who quits his rank
to plunder on the field of battle, will be punished in the most examplary man-
ner,

But yonur jost

izhts as soldiers will be maintained, whatever ic boofy by the
11 have. Al horses belonging to the artillery and ¢a-
teams in public ser » will be sold for the benefit of
ore | be secured for the service of the U. States.
pay youm the value,
Artillery of the enemy.
will r TWO HUNDRFD DOLLARS
may m. [ will also order FORTY
ils of each savage warrior, who

anted for the

tile arms dnd

provided for war. You are superior in number to
al strength and activity are g J Y our weap-
etlar soldiers of the énemy ar ly old [T

ckly climaie of the West Indies.
¢ with the bayonet,

You

* heen spent fir the &
tand b
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You have seen Tndiane, such as those hired by the British to murder women
and children and kill and scalp the wonnded. "You have seen their dancesand

grimaces, and heard their yells. Can you fear Taey ? No, You hold them in
the utmost conlempt.

VorLuxTeEens,

Disloyal and traiterous men have endeavoured to dissaade you from your
dui_\. Some times they y, if you enter Canada, vou will be held to service
for five years, At others, theysay, that you will mot be furnished with s p=
plies. Atother times, they say, that if you are wounded, the Government will
not proy le for you by sions, The Just and generous eourse J)lqu‘p'i y
government towards the Volunteers who fought at Tippecanoe, furnishes an
answer to the last objection. The others are too absurd 10 deserve any,

Folunteers! 1eseem your generousand patriotic motives.  You have made
gacrifices on the altar of your country. You will not sutfer the cnemics of
your fame to mislead you from the {) at Of duty and honor, “,"d. deprive you of
the esteem of 2 zr:\rr'l‘ul country. o w.ll_».hun the eternal mtamy_tlmt;m.nH
the man, who having come within sight of the enemy, basely shrinks in the
moment of trial, 2

Soldiers of every Corps! It is in your power to retrieve the honor of your
country and to cover yourselves with glory. Every man who performs a gal-
lant action shall bave his name made known to the nation, Rewards and ho-
nours await the brave, Infamy and contemptare re erved for cowards. Come
panions in arms! You came (o vanquizh a valiant foe, 1 know the choice you
will make. Come on, my heroes! And when youattack |I|c-|-m-m}_2 batteries
let your rallying word be, ** The Cannon lost at Detroit or Death.

ALEXANDER SMYTH,
Brigadier General Commanding,

£amp near Buffalo, 17th Nov. 1812,
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