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PREFACE

There is no lack of material for a history of Manitoba. The books written by
early navigators and explorers, the annals of the Jesuit priests and other mission-
aries, the journals kept by.the fur traders, the records of the Hudson’s Bay
Company and its factors, the minutes of the Council of Assiniboia, and govern-
ment reports furnish an inexhaustible store of facts for the historian. These
sources of information are supplemented by accounts of military expeditions,
given by officers or chaplains who accompanied them, by the reports of scientists,
and by many books of travel.

Students of the history of the Canadian west will always be under obligation
to the early historians of the Red River Settlement, Sheriff Alexander Ross, Mr.
Donald Gunn, and Mr. Joseph Hargrave, and the author frankly acknowledges
his indebtedness to them. He is also greatly indebted to writers who have recently
investigated and sifted so much of the historical material to be found in the
London office of the Hudson’s Bay Company, especially to Mr. Beckles Willson,
Rev. George Bryce, D. D., and Miss Agnes C. Laut. He owes much to many other
writers, but it is impossible to mention all of them here. A partial list of the
authorities which have been consulted in the preparation of this volume is given
in another part of the book. It may prove of some service to readers who wish to
make a more detailed study of the history of the province.

The writer wishes to acknowledge his obligation to the members of his advisory
committee and to many friends who have helped him to secure facts for the book
and material for its illustrations. His thanks are due to the librarians of the
Provincial Library and the Carnegie Library of Winnipeg for their uniform
kindness and interest. Above all, he is grateful to his wife for the unfailing
help, sympathy, and encouragement which made it possible for him to complete
the work.

While there is abundant material for a history of Manitoba, it is marked by
many discrepancies. Different writers have given different accounts of the
same event, and sometimes a writer has given different versions of the same inci-
dent in different books. Men who took part in the same expedition have not
agreed as to the names of the ships in which it sailed, leaders in the same skirmish
have written widely different accounts of it, and witnesses under oath have given
such inconsistent versions of the same affair that judges have been unable to
elicit the facts. Under such conditions it is difficult to eliminate all inaccuracies
in preparing a history. The author of this volume has aimed to present abso-
lutely accurate statements in it; and if some errors have crept into its pages, he
hopes that its readers will give him credit for conscientious effort to avoid them.

If the work does something to promote interest in the past history of the
provinee, pride in its progress, and a feeling of responsibility for its future
welfare, some of the author’s aims will be attained.

F. H. S.

‘WINNIPEG, March, 1913.
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INTRODUCTION

It is well for a community to know its beginnings and to study the way in
which it has grown. The history of Manitoba is a story of marvelous commercial,
social, and political development; it is a story tinged with heroism, romance,
tragedy, and comedy in the past; it is a story replete with lessons for the future.
Because the area of the province has just been increased so greatly, the story has
never before covered so much territory and such a wide range of events, nor has
it been so full of meaning.

' The course of a country’s history is determined in a great measure by its
physical features, soil, and climate, by the character of its people, and by the
great events which occur in other lands. It is also true that the character of a
race is modified by the physical conditions of the country which it inhabits and
by its own experiences there. The history of Manitoba illustrates these truths,
and the student will understand its significance better if he gives some thought
to the fundamental factors in the development of our province.

For this reason the story of Manitoba may properly begin with a brief account
of those geological changes, which, occurring many thousands of years ago and
extending over long periods of time, gave Manitoba her surface and soil and
greatly modified her climate. Surface, soil, and climate determined the character
of her vegetation, and, to some extent, the character of her animal life; and these,
in turn, determined the habits and occupations of the first inhabitants of the
country. Indeed, the physical conditions of the country and its vegetable and
animal life determine the occupations and the trade of the people who inhabit
Manitoba to-day, while the ecountry and their life in it have left an impress upon
their character that is reflected in the institutions which they have established.

‘We do not know what race was the first to roam over the plains of Manitoba
and follow the streams of its wooded regions, and we know very little of the
people who were the first to leave traces of their occupation of the country; but
we may be sure that the life and habits of the Mound-Builders and their prede-
cessors were very like those of the Indian tribes living in the country when the °
white man first came to it. The Mound-Builders vanished long ago, and the
Indians are disappearing ; but some phases of their life were adopted by the first
white men who lived in the west and influenced its history for more than two
hundred years. Therefore a short account of the aboriginal inhabitants of the
province may help the student to understand its later history.

The student should also have some knowledge of the characters of the two
white races which first settled in Manitoba. The Gallic and the Anglo-Celtic
races differ in temperament, language, religion, and traditions; each sought to im-
press its own ideals upon the life and institutions of the new land to which it came;
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12 INTRODUCTION

and this rivalry affected all the subsequent history of the country. They came
by different routes and with different aims; and so the canoes of the French,
paddled laboriously up the Ottawa River, across the Great Lakes, and over the
tangle of waterways between Lake Superior and the prairies, and the clumsy
sailing vessels of the British, battling with the storms of the North Atlantic and
the ice-floes of Hudson Strait, were freighted with more than provisions for the
voyagers and goods for the Indian tribes. They carried the germs of many of
Manitoba’s institutions and the seeds of some of her troubles.

Familiarity with the leading events in the histories of other eountries will
illuminate the history of our province, for these events have often given a new
direction to the story of Manitoba. Many of the incidents in the early part of
that story are near or remote echoes of the long enmity between England and
France, whose manifestations were not confined to wars on the continent of
Europe and attacks by each nation on the colonies of the other., Its dying embers,
occasionally fanned into flame by circumstances, gave a spur to rival explorers
in Manitoba, added bitterness to the long contest between the great fur com-
panies, and stood in the way of a union of races which would have made the Red
River rebellion impossible. In recent years territorial, political, and social
changes in the countries of Europe have been dominant causes in sending emi-
grants from them to Manitoba. But events influencing Manitoba’s development
have not been confined to European history. Its development has been affected
by the growth of the United States, and for two generations its history has been
closely connected with that of eastern Canada.

About three hundred years have elapsed since Europeans began to explore the
northern part of Manitoba; and as there have been three stages in the progress
of the country during that time, its history may be divided into three periods—
the period of exploration, the period of the fur trade, and the period of agri-
cultural development. These periods overlap one another and cannot be defined
by exact dates, but each may be considered as covering about a century.

Three hundred years ago the dream of finding a western sea route to China
and the East Indies often came to navigators eager for fame, merchants seeking
new sources of wealth, and kings anxious for wider domains. It was this dream
which brought the first explorers to Hudson Bay and the northern shores of
Manitoba. For many decades the work of these men seemed somewhat futile;
but the dream of finding a northwest passage by sea was gradually merged into
the vision of an overland route to the Pacific, and it led explorers west and north
with more practical results. The records of these maritime and inland explora-
tions are an essential part of Manitoba’s history.

The story of early exploration in the Canadian west and the story of the fur
trade cannot be separated; for nearly all the inland explorers were fur traders,
and many of the fur traders were daring and resourceful explorers. The com-
bined stories must be told at some length, sinee they form the history of Manitoba
for a hundred and fifty years.

The work of navigators in the northern seas, the inland explorations, and the
marvelous growth of the fur trade did little to develop the rich resources of
Manitoba. Two hundred years ago the War of the Spanish Succession came to
an end, and the Treaty of Utrecht (1713) gave a temporary rest to the war-
wearied nations of Europe. By this pact France ceded to Great Britain all the
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country which lies around Hudson Bay. This vast territory, out of which half
a dozen European states might be carved, was considered of so little value that
it was a mere pawn in the game of international politics. The present province
of Manitoba was included in the ceded territory. It was then a region almost
unknown to the civilized world. Its prairies were as vast then as they are now,
its soil as fertile, its summer days as long and bright; but it was only a pasture
for herds of buffaloes, a habitat for the bear and the beaver, a hunting ground
for Indians, who had made little progress towards civilization. The oldest of the
fur companies had established one or two posts on the northern coast of the
province, and the Krench traders were approaching it from the east; but its
pristine wildness had hardly been disturbed.

The fur trade was prosecuted with marvelous energy and enriched many of
those engaged in it, but it brought few permanent settlers to the country. A
hundred years ago Manitoba was still a land of unpeopled prairies and undevel-
oped resources. A few white men had come to it, but they were little better than
nowmads, and scarcely suspected the richness of the country over which they
roamed. They traveled back and forward between a score of scattered trading
posts—mere dots on the map to show that eivilization had marked the vast
region as her own. There were no farms, no towns, no roads, no schools. The
only means of travel were the canoe, the pony, and the cart. There were no
telegraphs, no post-office, and only a primitive form of organized government.

A century is a short period of time, as history often measures it; yet in a
single century the miracle has been wrought. The solitary land has become the
permanent home of hundreds of thousands of people. They represent a dozen
races, but the passing years are fusing them into one nationality. The un-
broken prairie has been converted into thousands of farms, which produce wheat
enough to feed the whole population of Canada and some of the bread-hungry
people elsewhere ; the forests, the rocky wastes, the lakes and streams have proved
sources of wealth. Prosperous towns, busy with trade and manufacturing, have
sprung up where the buffaloes used to graze. Railways cross the country in all
directions, and steamers ply on the lakes and rivers. There are telegraphs and
telephones, newspapers and magazines, schools, churches, and hospitals, and all
the social and political organizations to be found in the most advanced com-
munities.

The marvelous change began when the first permanent settlers came to the
province, just a hundred years ago. The nations of Europe were then seeking
peace after the Napoleonic wars, and once more the policies of European states-
men changed the course of Manitoba’s history. Disbanded soldiers, joining with
other unemployed and landless men, sought homes in America, and some of them
settled in that distant and isolated region which has since become the province of
Manitoba. These men aimed to live by agriculture rather than hunting, and
their arrival marks the opening of the third period of the history of the provinece
—the beginning of its real progress. For this reason the account of their migra-
tion and settlement must be given at some length.

The story of Manitoba’s progress during the century which has elapsed since
the first white settlers eame is the story of a series of struggles. First of all,
there was the long struggle against the hardships which could not be eliminated
from pioneer life in a remote and isolated colony, the misfortunes growing out
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of the hostility of the two great fur companies, and losses caused by drought,
floods, and swarms of grasshoppers. A generation was to pass before the settlers
were assured that they could overcome the disadvantages of their remote situa-
tion and the apparent hostility of some of nature’s forces and win the homes and
the competence which they sought. When comfortable homes and a good liveli-
hood had been secured, the struggle did not cease. It took a mew form and
became a struggle for freedom of trade and self-government. This struggle,
too, went on for nearly a generation and ended in the confederation of the
country with Canada and the organization of the province of Manitoba. The
people found that the disabilities due to the government of the Hudson’s Bay
Company had been removed only to be followed by others growing out of the
Manitoba Act, and that the company’s restrictions were succeeded by those
imposed by the Dominion government; and so the struggle had to be renewed in
a new field, where it was carried on for another generation. Although a large
measure of success has attended these efforts of the people to secure their rights,
some of their expectations have not been realized yet.

In this century of struggle the people of Manitoba have developed some
marked characteristics—self-reliance, determination to solve their problems and
mould their institutions in their own way, impatience under restrictions imposed
by outside authority., They have shown great persistence in their efforts to
realize their ideals. The dictum of one of Canada’s greatest statesmen, ‘‘You
cannot check Manitoba,’’ has been illustrated on many occasions, for self-reliance,
independence, and determination were inherent to the temperament of the peo-
ple who first found their way to the west, and they have been fostered and devel-
oped by a century of life in the freedom and broadness of the prairies. In these
characteristics of the people we may find hints of the course which the future
development of the life-and institutions of the province will follow.

The small beginnings of Manitoba’s history grow in importance as they recede
further into the past and we see them in clearer perspective. The actors in the
early parts of this history become greater, too. Whether they were French,
accepting with a laugh and a song the adventures which fate flung into their
lives, or Scotch, clinging with the tenacity of their race to the land which they
had adopted, whether they were explorers or traders, farmers or missionaries,
there is something heroic in the men who made the first chapters of Manitoba’s
history. An atmosphere of romance will always surround some of them—Radis-
son, the adventurer, Sieur de la Vérandrye, the intrepid explorer, Madame
Lajimoniere, first of French women to reach the provinece, and many others,
There are heroic figures, too, among the men who came to the province later to
give shape to the work of her pioneers, to organize her trade, her government,
ber judicial system, and her educational institutions.

The story of Manitoba, possessing many heroic and some tragic features, is
not devoid of humorous aspects. Its events are seen in truer proportions now,
and many, which once appeared important, seem trivial at the present time,
while the contests over them and the feelings which they roused suggest the
action of a comic opera. That tragedy lay very close to the comedy of some of
the situations need not prevent us from smiling at the comedy now.



THE PIONEERS

Honor be theirs, and evening peace,
‘With harvest of desire,

Ere to the halls of silence pass
These souls of faith and fire!

Blithely they served the land they loved, -
As we, who serve in their stead,

This brave young land that breeds us men,
And cradles our sacred dead.

They came and dwelt by the evening star,
Unheralded and unsped;

The fields they claimed with their stubborn pain,
That their children might be fed.

And a vision glowed in their faithful hearts
Of the generous years in store,

Of a million hearth-fires gleaming bright
To beckon a million more.

Their sturdy feet took the aching trail
That we might ride at our ease; .
‘Where beat ten thousand at our gates,
They came in their two’s and three’s.
They came where a man found elbow-room
And a healing of ancient sears,
‘Where he learned the voice of the western wind,
The friendship of the stars.

The royal land they gave to us
Be ours the happy part
From idle pride and from base content
To guard with loving heart,—
True heart, and undivided will
To purpose and endure,
That with foundation deep and still
The building may be sure.

O ancient Mother, dwelling alone,
Silent, austere, and free,
Flesh of thy flesh, and bone of thy bone,
We are, and are proud to be!
And still, and forever, as of old,
In spite of the sundering sea,
‘What God has given to gain and hold
We gain and hold for thee.
Norman C. Cragg.

15






THE STORY OF MANITOBA

CHAPTER 1
NATURE’S PREPARATION FOR MAN

In its earliest stages the history of a country depends more upon nature’s
work than upon that done by man. Her preparation for his advent—the posi-
tion of the country, its climate, soil, and resources—determine the time of his
coming to it, his mode of life in it, and the character he develops there. In
Manitoba her preparation for man’s coming was long and thorough, and her
powerful agents—the summer’s heat, the winter’s snow, the winds, the rivers,
the lakes, and above all, the’ glaciers—worked tirelessly for thousands of years
to complete her task. So a brief account of the physical features of Manitoba
may help the reader to understand more clearly the story of man’s achievements
in the country.

‘When the province of Manitoba was formed.in 1869, it included only the
small quadrilateral which lies between the 49th parallel and the parallel of
50° 30’ of north latitude and between the 96th and 99th meridians of west
longitude. Its area was 14,340 sq. miles. It was enlarged in 1881, its north-
ern boundary being fixed at the parallel of 52° 51/, its eastern boundary at the
meridian of 95° 9/, and its western limit near the meridian of 101° 25’. This
extension gave the province a total area of 73,956 sq. miles. As a result of
Jegislation passed by the Dominion parliament and the Manitoba legislature in
1912, the province was extended to Hudson Bay, and its present area is 251,832
sq. miles. The territory recently added to the provinee is bounded on the north
by the 60th parallel of north latitude, on the northeast by the shore of Hudson
Bay, on the southeast by a line drawn from the point where the shore line of
the bay is intersected by the 89th meridian of west longitude to the northeast
corner of the province as fixed in 1881, on the south by the northern boundary
of the province as it was laid down then, and on the west by a line which approxi-
mates the meridian of 102° west longitude. The area of the added territory
is more than double that of the province before the addition was made.

In studying the topography of Manitoba it will be convenient to divide the
country into three sections. These three sections have some features in common,
yvet each has characteristics which distinguish it from the others. There is a
very low and level prairie region in the south central part, a more elevated and
less level prairie region in the southwest and the west, and there is a slightly
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18 THE STORY OF MANITOBA

higher and much more uneven district on the east and north. The last
includes much more than half of the provinece as now constituted. The
slightly elevated regions on the east and west slope gently towards the central,
depression, and the three districts all have a general slope to the north, reaching
a fairly uniform level in the region which borders Hudson Bay.

The great prairie region of Canada comprises three successive steppes. The
first, or eastern steppe, has a general level of 700 or 800 feet above the sea. Its
width on the 49th parallel is about 60 miles, but it increases rapidly as the
plain extends northward. The seecond steppe rises somewhat abruptly from
the first and has an average elevation of 1,600 feet. Its width on the 49th par-
allel is about 250 miles, but it contracts as it extends northward. The third
steppe rises more gradually from the second and extends to the foothills of the
Rocky Mountains. Its width on the international boundary is about 450 miles,
and it also grows narrower as it extends towards the north. The elevation of
the second and third steppes diminishes with their width, and both are gradu-
ally merged into the great low-lying plain along the Arctic coast.

The lowest of these prairie steppes lies wholly in Manitoba and forms the
valley in the south central part of the province. Geologists tell us that in ages
long past immense glaciers, moving slowly from the north or northwest and
from the northeast, plowed out a broad trench whose axis is now marked by the
valley of the Red River, and that in the last glacial epoch this valley was covered
by a great ice-sheet many thousands of feet in thickness. This immense body of
ice extended far south of the 49th parallel at one time; but as the climate of the
northern hemisphere became warmer, the southern rim of the ice-sheet broke
into fragments, melted, and retreated northwards, while the water so produced
formed great glacial rivers or lakes according as its outward flow was free or
impeded.

Such a lake was formed in the great depression which the glaciers had exca-
vated through a part of the country that we now call Manitoba, and geologists
have named it Lake Agassiz. Its southern boundary was probably the height of
land which divides the streams flowing into the Red River from those flowing
into-the Mississippi, while its northern boundary was the retreating edge of the
glacier itself until the latter had reached the ridge of land a short distance
north of Lakes Winnipeg and Manitoba. On the east its shore was probably
the rocky and elevated region forming the eastern part of Manitoba, which is
divided from the prairie by a fairly regular line running from the Lake of
the Woods to Lake Manitoba and along the eastern shore of the latter. The
western shore of the glacial lake is marked by those irregular chains of hills
which we now call Pembina Mountains, Tiger Hills, Brandon Hills, Riding Moun-
tains, Duck Mountains, Porcupine Hills, and Pasquia Hills. The bed of this
lake extends north and south nearly 700 miles, and its greatest extent east and
west is also about 700 miles; but its shape was very irregular, and its area is
estimated at 110,000 sq. miles. Secientists do not think that the lake filled all
parts of this great bed at the same time. That would have given it an area
greater that the aggregate area of the five Great Lakes at the present time. It
is more than probable that the southern part of the lake-bed had become dry
before the ice had melted from the northern part.

Some geologists have estimated the maximum depth of this great glacial

.
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lake at 600 feet; but the area of its bed increased as the edge of the ice retreated,
the source of its supply diminished as the surface and thickness of the ice-sheet
decreased under the increasing heat, its outlets wore deeper channels for them-
selves as the centuries passed, and so the depth of the lake steadily grew less.
Geological upheavals may have hastened the process, and ultimately most of the
lake bed was left bare, and the lake itself shrunk to its present representatives—
Lakes Winnipeg, Manitoba, Winnipegosis, Dauphin, and others in their neigh-
borhood. These lakes have an aggregate area of about 13,000 sq. miles—a large
body of water, as we consider it at the present time, but a small area as compared
with the great inland sea which filled the central part of Canada at the close
of the glacial period.

For ages the river which drained Lake Agassiz flowed southward to the Mis-
sissippi, and the channel which it cut through the ridge forming the southern
shore of the lake is well defined still. It is marked by the Minnesota River
and Big Stone and Traverse Lakes in the state of Minnesota. But in time the
retiring glacier uncovered the valleys of the Hayes and Nelson Rivers, and then
the subsiding waters of the lake found an outlet through these channels to
Hudson Bay, as its representatives do to-day. Of course it is not possible to tell
how many thousands of years were required to work all these changes.

The contracting margins of Lake Agassiz are fairly well marked on the
southern and western sides of its basin. Mr. Upham believes that he has found
sixteen beaches, formed at lower and lower levels while the outflow of the lake was
southward, and eleven others, formed after its waters found an outlet to the
northeast. Many of these beaches are easily traced in Manitoba, for they are
similar to beaches found around the present day representatives of Lake Agassiz.
They consist of continuous, rounded ridges of sand and gravel, from ten to thirty
rods in width, rising from three to ten feet above the level prairie on the outward
or land side and from ten to twenty feet above it on the inner or lake side.
These old beaches have determined the location of highways in some parts of
the province. They must not be confused with shorter and less regular ridges,
composed largely of boulders, which are observed in many parts of the country.
These are terminal moraines deposited by the great glacier in its retreat north-
ward, just as a defeated and retreating army throws away its weapons and
baggage.

Nature’s forces probably spent thousands of years in preparing the bed
of the great glacial lake for occupation by man. On the rocky bottom the
glacier itself deposited a fairly uniform layer of stiff clay, formed of material
that it had gathered from the country to the north and east over which it had
passed. This material it had ground fine, as only glaciers can. The lower layers
of this clay are of a bluish color, the upper layers have a pink tint. The remark-
able hardness of the lower layers is probably due to the tremendous weight of
the overlying glacier which deposited them; the upper layers, having been
laid down when the glacier was much thinner, were not pressed down so solidly.
Over the clay beds which the glacier had deposited, layer after layer of fine
surface soil was laid down, some being material which the waters of the great
lake could no longer hold in suspension, some being material earried direetly
to the bed of the lake by the rivers flowing into it. To obtain this finishing
material for the deep, rich soil of the central plain of Manitoba nature’s agents
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levied on the country to the west as far as the mountains as well as the country
to the north and east.

The area of that part of the continent which was once drained into Lake
Agassiz is estimated at more than 350,000 sq. miles. The waters collected in
many subsidiary lakes were drained from them into Lake Agassiz. Such a lake
lay along the valley of the Souris River in the second prairie steppe. Geologists
suppose that it had an outlet to the Missouri at one time, and that later in its
history its waters found their way into Lake Agassiz by the valleys of the James
and Cheyenne Rivers in Dakota, while still later they flowed through the depres-
sion marked by Lang’s Valley, Pelican Lake, and the valley of the Pembina River.
‘When this lake had been drained away, some obstruction at the Elbow of the
Souris diverted that stream from its original channel, and it became an affluent
of the Assiniboine. .

Of all the rivers of Manitoba the Assiniboine was the most important in
those far-away glacial ages. As long as the unmelted ice-sheet formed a dam
across the depression through which the lower part of the Saskatchewan River
flows now, it held back a great glacial lake whose southern shore is probably
marked by the Pasquia Hills. The North Saskatchewan and the South Saskatche-
wan were then distinet streams, and both poured into this glacial lake all the
waters which they had collected in their long courses from the mountains. Its
outlet was probably near the Elbow of the South Saskatchewan, and its waters
found their way by the valley of Qu’Appelle River to the Assiniboine and
thus to Lake Agassiz. The Assiniboine, which must have been a wide and
deep stream at that time, fell into the lake near the present site of Brandon.
The magnitude of the glacial Assiniboine is shown by the great estuary which
it excavated in the western shore of the lake—an estuary marked by a gap of
more than sixty miles between the Brandon Hills and the Riding Mountains.
The great volume of the glacial Assiniboine is also shown by the extent of the
delta formed at its mouth, as the river had to flow further and further east to
reach the receding lake. This delta extends from Brandon almost to Portage
la Prairie, from Glenboro and Treherne almost to Gladstone, and has an area
of nearly 2,000 sq. miles. Its maximum depth is two hundred feet and its average
depth fifty feet. These figures help us to comprehend what a vast amount of
material was brought down by the rivers and deposited on the lake-bed now
drained by the Red River. The fine sand on the surface of the Assiniboine
delta has been heaped up by the wind into those rounded dunes, which we call
““The Sandhills’’ and which form a unique feature of the ancient lake bottom.

The Red River itself is the youngest of the rivers of Manitoba, since it occu-
pies the lowest depression of the lake bottom and carries to the present reduced
representative of Liake Agassiz the waters of the diminished rivers which once
emptied directly into that magnificent inland sea. The origin of the Red River
will acecount for its direct course, the fact that it has not changed its course
as the Souris and the Saskatchewan have done, the fact that it has not cut its
way through impeding ridges as the Souris and the Pembina were obliged to
do, and the fact that it has not worn for itself a wide, deep valley as nearly
all the other considerable streams of the western prairies have done. The others
are rivers which have had a grand past, but are in sadly reduced circumstances
now ; the Red is as important now as it ever was in its history.
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The eastern part of Canada’s second prairie steppe lies in Manitoba, forming
the elevated region found in the southwestern part of the province. It rises
rather steeply from the lower plain on the east, and its edge is marked by the
lines of hills already named as the western shore line of Lake Agassiz. It may
be considered an older section of the country than the lower plain beside it, for
it was probably released from the grip of the:great northern ice-sheet much
sooner; and, having been subject to erosions of various kinds for a longer period,
its surface is more uneven that that of the ancient lake bottom. Its greater
elevation has given its rivers a more rapid current than those of the lower
steppe, and they have had a longer time in which to work; so they have wrought
greater changes in the character of the country than has been possible for the
streams which flow over the bottom of Lake Agassiz. They have in this way dug
out those wide, deep valleys which seem out of all proportion to the streams
which meander through them at the present time. The plateau of southwestern
Manitoba has less timber than the lower plain beside it. Its soil is somewhat
‘similar to that of the old lake-bed, but the underlying rocks belong to different
orders.

The slightly elevated distriect which occupies a narrow strip along the eastern
side of Manitoba and all the territory recently added to the province on the
north are a portion of the Archaean formation which prevails over so much of
eastern Canada. A part of the distriet is drained into Lake Winnipeg, and a
part directly into Hudson Bay. It is a region of rocky hills and ridges, denuded
of much of their soil, worn down, and rounded by centuries of glacial grinding.
The thin soil which covers the underlying rocks and clay beds is very porous,
and the rainfall readily finds its way to the hollows between the hills, where
it forms a multitude of small lakes connected by numberless streams. There
they lie like a vast number of irregular gems strung on an intricate network
of silver threads. The surface and soil of the Archaean region on the east and
north of Manitoba are in complete contrast to those of its two prairie sections.
There is another ‘contrast, for the Archaean district is a wooded area, except
where the forest is interrupted by the numerous lakes mentioned or by meadows
and muskegs.

It has been said that the Canadian prairies are separated from the Great
Lakes on the east and from the sea on the north by the hundreds of miles of rock,
forest, and muskeg comprised in the rough Archaean area which bounds the
first prairie steppe on the east and north. But that was not the thought of the
first people who reached the prairies. For them the intricate network of water-
ways which covers the rugged and wooded region connected the northern sea
and the Great Lakes with the prairies. The conveyanee which the first people
to reach the plains used was the canoe, and the interlacing watercourses of the
Archaean region are specially adapted to canoe travel. If the traveller points to
any spot in this vast area, an Indian familiar with it can take him within a few
miles of that spot by canoe. Some portages may be necessary, but they will
be surprisingly short and few.

The canoe was the only conveyance Whleh could be used in erossing the
prairies by either red or white men when they first occupied the country, and
nature seems to have laid out the river systems for that method of travel. The
Red River, running from south to north along the eastern edge of the level
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plain, is a great canoe highway. Its sources are so close to those of the Missis-
sippi that boats can be transported from one river to the other; it empties into
Lake Winnipeg, which adds three hundred miles to the highway; and then the
Nelson and its companion stream, the Hayes River, continue the route to the sea.
Travellers, furs, and provisions have been transported along this highway for
centuries.

A glance at the map will show several great highways, which come across
the plains for hundreds of leagues to intersect the great trunk road running
north. - There is the Assiniboine, one of whose branches curves so far to the
southwest that it is close to the Missouri, while another reaches so far to the
northwest that its source is almost on the bank of the Saskatchewan. In the far-
distant ages when the glaciers and the glacial waters were leveling the prairies,
covering them with rich soil, and draining them in preparation for the coming
of man, they did not fail to lay out very convenient routes of communication
between different parts of the country. North of the Assiniboine is the Saskatche-
wan which furnishes a great waterway to the mountains and whose two branches
with their affluents give access to many hundred miles of the eastern range.
At several points it is comparatively easy to cross from the valley of the Sas-
katchewan to that of the Churchill River, another of the great cross-roads which
nature constructed across the prairies of Manitoba to connect it with the far west.

Nor did nature’s preparation for the advent of man cease when she had
leveled the country, covered it with deep, rich soil, drained it, and laid out
routes of intercommunication across it. She was careful to prepare a plenti-
ful supply of food in advance. She planted the prairie soil with rich grasses
on which numberless herds of buffaloes could graze. She covered the great
rocky region on the east and north with forest, making it a veritable paradise
for moose, elk, and other members of the deer family. She showed the beavers
that they could find no better habitat than the solitary ravines in this vast
forest; and so these wise little animals built their dams across the silver streams,
turned the pretty lakes into beaver ponds, constructed their curious houses,
and there reared their young in countless thousands. Thus nature provided
a source from which man could supplement the clothing obtained from the
deer and the moose. There were other supplies of food besides the buffaloes
of the plains and the deer-of the forests. All the lakes and streams of prairie
and woodland were stocked with many kinds of fish, and wild fruits and edible
roots of various kinds grew and ripened in the long summer sunshine.

All these careful and long-continued preparations—the level, open plains,
the tree-clad hills, the fertile soil, the lakes and streams, the abundant vegetation,
the varied and prolific animal life, the clear skies, the summer heat, and even the
winter’s cold—were nature’s invitations to man to come and occupy the country.
Like an eager hostess she kept on reiterating her invitation through the long
centuries and waited for the expected guest.



CHAPTER II
THE ABORIGINES

Nature’s invitation to occupy the land which she had spent ages in prepar-
ing was extended to the white man as well as the red man, to the agriculturist
as well as the hunter. What race heard it and responded first? We do not
know. Some scientists believe that man lived on the shores of Lake Agassiz in
the early post-glacial times, but we have no positive evidence of the fact. Many
generations of men, and perhaps many races, may have lived on the fertile plains
of Manitoba and in her wide forests and have vanished, leaving no trace of
their tenancy. The earth retains few marks of its occupation by roving races,
for they build no permanent structures of stone or brick and seldom have a
written language.

The first people to leave evidence of their occupation of Manitoba were
the Mound-Builders. Archzologists believe that the Mound-Builders were
related to the Toltecs, who once inhabited the southern part of the North
American continent, and that they were driven northward by some more power-
ful and warlike nation. In their migrations they seem to have followed the
river valleys, for these valleys offered the easiest routes for travel when it was
necessary to move forward and the most fertile soil when peace allowed a
period of settled occupation. The routes which the Mound-Builders followed
in their migrations are well marked by the peculiar structures from which
their name is derived. The race came up the valley of the Mississippi; one
division went up the Missouri; another followed the Ohio; and a third, follow-
ing the original line of march to the head waters of the Mississippi, easily
found its way to the Rainy River and the Red River of the North. The Mound-
Builders are supposed to have reached the country now called Manitoba about
the close of the twelfth century and to have dwelt in it nearly four hundred
years.

The mounds of earth thrown up by these immigrants from the south and
the relics which they contain are practically the only sources of information
about their builders. The Mound-Builders must have been a settled people,
for no roving race could have constructed works requiring so great an expendi-
ture of time and labor; and if they were a settled people, they must have lived
mainly by agriculture. So it is more than probable that their food consisted
of the wild fruits and roots indigenous to the country together with Indian
corn, pumpkins, and such of the fruits cultivated by more southern races as
would grow in a northern climate. We have no positive information about the
materials and style of their dwellings, although some students think they must
have known how to make brick. Nor do we know anything about their dress.

23
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If they lived wholly by agriculture, their clothing was probably made from
vegetable fibre of some kind, like that of the races far to the south. If they lived
partly on the proceeds of the hunt, as they would be likely to do in a country
where wild animals were so abundant, they would be quite sure to supplement
their fibre clothing with garments made of dressed skins.

No race would be likely to live a settled agricultural life for several genera-
tions without making a little progress in scientific knowledge and in the simpler
arts, and the inference that the Mound-Builders did so is strengthened by the.
character of the relics found in their mounds. These earth structures show
that the builders knew the principles underlying certain geometrical forms,
that they knew the advantages of spiral roads for reaching the summit of an
elevation, that they were skilful in planning fortifications, that they were
clever in making stone and bone implements, and that they knew how to mine
and manufacture eopper. ’

No race could have constructed suech extensive works as the Mound-Builders
did in some parts of the territory occupied by them unless they had a fairly
complete system of government. If their mounds were constructed by free
labor, they must have had a form of government which was essentially demo-
cratic; but if they were built by forced or slave labor, the government must
have been oligarchic. In the latter case we may be quite sure that the priests
were the real rulers of the people, as they were in so many of the southern
Indian nations. It is probable that their religion was similar to that of the
related tribes living far to the south, and that they were nature-worshipers,
regarding the sun as their chief deity. It is probable, too, that many curious
superstitions about the snake and other living creatures were interwoven with
their more rational religious tenets.

The mounds thrown up by these interesting people in the course of their
leisurely migration northward differ greatly in form, magnitude, and purpose.
The largest and most elaborate are found in Ohio. Some were evidently forti-
fications; others were probably inclosures of sacred places; while some may
have served both purposes, as is often the case in the great works of other
countries east and west. Some of the mounds seem to have been places of
worship, others were used as observation stations. Many were certainly placeés
of sepulchre, and some served as memorials of great events. Those built in the
form of great serpents, birds, and quadrupeds probably belong to the last class.

The mounds found in and near Manitoba are much simpler in design and
smaller in size than those which occur in Ohio and other parts of the United
States. This difference justifies the inference that the Mound-Builders occu-
pied Manitoba for a shorter period and developed a less advanced social organiza-
tion in it than they did in the more southern regions traversed by them. Most
of the mounds found north of the international boundary are conical in shape,
more or less flattened at the summit; and nearly all of them are placed at com-
manding positions along the rivers. There is one at the outlet of Rainy River;
there is a large one at the junction of the Big American with that stream; and
two others are found on its banks further down. There is at least one of these
mounds on an island in the Winnipeg River, and there are two or three along
the lower course of the Red River. Several are found in the Souris distriet,
some of which may have been fortifications. !
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The mounds which have been excavated contain human skeletons, and
anthropologists find in the form of the skulls evidence of the relationship of the
Mound-Builders to the old Mexican races. The mounds also contain calcined
bones of wild animals, charred wood, pieces of birch bark, which probably
served as wrappings for corpses, small quantities of various ochres, which were
used in making decorative pigments, and small pieces of ore. Various kinds
of manufactured articles are also found, such as stone scrapers or chisels,
mallets for crushing grain, axes, and hammers, There are bone and horn
implements, copper needles and knives, and stone tubes bearing the marks
of teeth, which are supposed to have been used by conjurers in sucking from
sick persons the evil spirits which caused the disease. The mounds also con-
tain ornaments of bone, horn, stone, shell, and copper, and considerable broken
pottery, some of which is ornamented with rather pretty designs.

We do not know yet just when or why the Mound-Builders disappeared
from the country. War may have destroyed them, as it did the Hurons in
eastern Canada; smallpox or some other pestilence may have earried them off,
as it did so many of the Indian races which followed them; famine may have
pvertaken them; or some combination of these evils may have obliterated the
whole race suddenly and completely. It is a strange fact that the tribes of
Indians, who lived in the country when the whites reached it, had no tradi-
tions in regard to the mound-building race which had preceded them and
simply spoke of it as ‘‘the very ancient people.’’

When the whites came to the country which is now called Manitoba, they
found most of it occupied by three races of Indians. The most important of
these was a branch of the great Algonquin family represented by so many
tribes in the eastern part of Canada. The French called these Manitoba Algon-
quing Kallistineaux, Knistineaux, or Cristineaux, and from the last we get the
abbreviated word Crees, which is now applied to them. They were divided
into three tribes, occupying distinet but adjoining districts; and while they
spoke similar dialects and had many customs and ideas in common, they dif-
fered in character and modes of life. Perhaps the characteristics in which
they differed were due to differences in the character of the country in which
they dwelt.

The Plain Crees occupied the prairies between the  Assiniboine and Sas-
katchewan Rivers. They were the most restless and warlike of the Cree tribes,
and the early traders found them a shrewd people, somewhat given to cheat-
ing and pilfering. They were buffalo hunters, roaming over the plains in
pursuit of the herds from which they obtained their livelihood, and naturally
congregated in bands. Their dwellings were skin tepees, which were often
decorated with pictures possessing some artistic features. They were clad in
the dressed skins of buffalo and elk, and their garments were sometimes orna-
mented prettily. In warm weather the men wore little clothing, and the dress
of the women, which was suspended from the shoulders and reached below
the knees, left the arms bare. Young girls wore a inuch shorter skirt. The men
shaved their heads, except a small spot on the crown where the long scalp-
lock was allowed to grow;-but the women allowed their hair to grow, gathering
it into long plaits or forming it into a roll on each side of the head. The Crees
were keen-witted enough to realize the great advantage of horses in hunting
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the buffalo and secured ponies from more southern tribes as soon as possible
after the latter had obtained them from the Spaniards. For a like reason they
were always eager to possess firearms.

The Wood Crees occupied the district north of the Saskatchewan. It is a
land of lakes and streams, and much of it is timbered; and so the Wood Crees
became trappers and fishers as well as hunters. As they were obliged to move
often in search of food, their dwellings were rudely fashioned, and they seldom
gathered in villages. The garments of men and women were much alike, and
the men allowed their hair to grow, dressing it very muech as the women did.
The Wood Crees were a.quiet, inoffensive race, in marked contrast to their
“relatives living south of the Saskatchewan, and yet they have shown a great
aversion to a settled, agricultural life.

The Swampy Crees, called Muskegons by the French, lived in the region of
woods, lakes, rivers, and swamps, which extends from the low eastern prairie
plain to Hudson Bay. The character of the country made them fishers as well
as hunters. Their dwellings were wigwams of birch-bark, and they traveled in
the birch-bark canoe. Their clothing was made from the skins of the beaver
and the marten. For the Swampy Indians life must have been a more serious
thing than it was for their cousins of the plains, and that may account for their
peaceable disposition. One writer has said, ‘‘The Swampies have a very dis-
tinet character. They are gentle, averse to bloodshed, easy to influence, and
less superstitious than their neighbors and brother Algonquins.”’” Many of the
early explorers speak of their faithfulness in the service of their employers,
and they have responded to the teachings of missionaries more readily than
most Indian tribes have done.

Each Cree band seems to have been governed by its own chiefs and to have
been independent of other bands in most matters, and the ties binding the
various clans together in matters which concerned the whole tribe were loose
and weak. They never seem to have united in such.lasting unions as were
formed among some of the other Indian nations. Theirs chiefs were elected,
either because they had proved themselves men of ability or because they
were related to older chiefs who had shown themselves good leaders. It was
common to select two chiefs for the tribe or eclan, one to lead the people in
times of peace and the other to lead them in war. Assistant chiefs were often
chosen to aid the leaders, and the advice of the leading men of the tribe, and
especially the old, was frequently sought in tribal councils when some important
business was to be decided.

The religious beliefs of the Crees and their observances were very similar
to those of other Indian tribes living in the west. They believed in the existence
of a’Great Spirit, supreme in all the universe, in a secondary deity who created
man and the things needed for his subsistence, and in many good and evil
spirits of limited powers. They believed in a future state and the immortality
of the soul. They also seem to have had vague traditions of a great flood which
overwhelmed much of the earth in some long-past age.

In the district surrounding Lake Superior and extending west to the prairies
another Algonquin race lived, called the Chippewas or Ojibways (sometimes
spelled Ojibiways). The name Ojibway means a pucker, such as appears at the
toe of some Indian moccasins, and so the Ojibways were deseribed as the Indians



THE STORY OF MANITOBA 27

of the puckered moccasin. The French called them Saulteaux. There is a
tradition among the Ojibways that their race was made by a special creation
and placed in the neighborhood of the Great Lakes from which Indian Eden
it spread east, west, and south. It seems probable that the Ojibways, who were
living in the region adjacent to the prairies when the whites reached it, had
not arrived much in advance of them. The other Indian tribes called them
by a name which meant new-comers.

The country of the Ojibways was very similar to that of the Swampy Crees,
and in their modes of life and dress the two races were much alike. The Ojib-
ways were preeminently the Indians of the birch-bark eanoe. They were a
well-made people and were probably more intelligent than their near neighbors
on the west. They seem to have retained more of the legendary lore of the
Indian race than other tribes living so far north. They lived in small scat-
tered bands, each being independent in the management of its affairs so far as
they concerned its immediate district; but they had the right to send their
chiefs as delegates to a general council when some matter arose which concerned .
the whole nation. Each band or sept had its own name, which belonged to the
clan and not to the individuals in it, and each clan had its own totem or symbol.
Generally this totem was some quadruped, reptile, or bird, such as the bear,
turtle, or eagle; and one of their rules forbade intermarriage between a man
and a woman having the same totem.

The Ojibways divided the year into four seasons—seegwun, the sap season;
neebin, the season of abundance; tuhgwuhgin, the fading season, and peboon,
the freezing season. They also divided the year into months or ‘‘moons,’’
each being named from some marked feature of the time of the year. The day
was divided into three parts—morning, midday, and afternoon ; and the night was
divided into three parts—evening, midnight, and dawn.

There was no close sacerdotal class among the Ojibways. Wheever was well
versed in tribal lore and could speak fluently might become a conjurer and
conduct the religious services of the tribe. There were three classes of con-
jurers or medicine-men—the medas, wabenos, and jessak-kids. There were no
set times for religious services, but they were held when most convenient,
although some were held in connection with certain important events in the
history of families. Thus feasts, in which there was more or less of the
element of a religious rite, were held when a child was named, when the boy
killed his first wild animal or bird, and when offerings were made to the dead.
Even in the dog feasts a portion of the dog’s meat was offered to the spirits
and was supposed to be specially acceptable to them inasmuch as the' dog
possessed many remarkable virtues. Tobacco smoke was also supposed to be
acceptable to the spirits, as it floated upward to them during the smoking
feasts or feasts of the calumet. Other religious observances of the Ojibways
were dances, vocal and instrumental music. In their dances the men and
women never mingled, nor did they join in the singing of their religious hymns.
The Ojibways paid more reverence to the rattlesnake than did other tribes
living near them. This was evidently a survival of serpent-worship which forms
so large an element in the religion of nearly all savage races and is especially
prominent in the religions of more southern Indian tribes.
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The Assiniboines lived in the district south of the Assiniboine river. They
were a branch of the Sioux race and had been members of the Dakota con-
federacy which occupied the country adjacent to the Missouri. The members
of this confederacy called the allied tribes Dakotas, that is ‘‘our brothers,”
but they called the Assiniboines Hohe, which means rebels, for the Assiniboines
had withdrawn from the federation and moved north about the end of the
sixteenth century. At one time they occupied the country adjoining Lake
Superior; but they were driven out of it by the Ojibways, and this may account
for the long-standing enmity of the two races. The Ojibways called the Dakota
tribes Nadowessi, a name expressive of contempt, for it means rattlesnake.
The early voyageurs added the plural ending to the word and then abbreviated
it to Sioux, a name greatly disliked by the people to whom it was given. The
Assiniboines seem to have used heated stones in cooking, and this led the
Ojibways to give them a name which became Assiniboines in the mouths of the
French explorers. It is derived from assin, stone, and Bwan, Sioux. The
English explorers, coming down from the mnorth, heard of the Assiniboines
through the Crees, whose name for their southern neighbors was derived from
their words assiniy, stone, and Pwat, Sioux; and so the English obtained the
name Assinipoets.

The Assiniboines were tall, well-made people, darker than the other Indian
races of the country, and many of the women were considered handsome. The
Assiniboines were buffalo-hunters and lived in villages comprising from one
hundred to two hundred lodges. Their tepees and their dress were similar to
those of the Plain Crees, and intermarriages between the two races were com-
mon. This fact did not prevent wars between them, for:the Assiniboines were
the most warlike of all the Indians of Manitoba, preferring death to capture,
and treating their own captives with the greatest cruelty. Like the Crees,
they became possessors of ponies as soon as possible, but unlike their neighbors,
they continued to use bows in hunting the buffalo long after they might have
obtained guns. They preferred the bow because it is a silent weapon.

The religious concepts of the Assiniboines were similar to those of the Indian
tribes about them. They believed in a creator and governor of the world and
in minor deities or spirits whom they ecalled wakons. They seem to have
regarded washing as a kind of religious rite, but in other respects their religious
ceremonies resembled those of their neighbors. Their tribal government and the
position of their chiefs in the community were like those of other Indian races.
As the Assiniboines belonged to an entirely different family of Indian nations,
their language bore little resemblance to that of the Crees and Chippewas.

In all the Indian tribes of Manitoba, women were regarded as lower in the
social scale than men, and they seem to have thought themselves honored in
serving their husbands. The men were hunters and warriors, the women
menials on whom all the hard work fell. They dressed, preserved, and cooked
the meat, prepared the skins and made the clothing, set up and took down the
teepee, carried the burdens, and cared for the children. Their more laborious
life caused the women to lose their upright carriage and good looks much
earlier than the men, but through all their lives they retained their love
of trinkets and bright colors. All the Indian races inhabiting Manitoba were
polygamous, and a man might have as many wives as he could support; but



THE STORY OF MANITOBA 929

this fact generally limited the number to one or two, although Hearne tells
us that Matonabee had eight. The husband usually obtained his wife from her
parents by purchase, and she had little choice in the matter; yet the wife gen-
‘erally rendered her husband faithful, if not loving, service. Husbands could
divorce their wives by simply sending them away.

All the Indian people were fond of their children, and while the casual
observer might suppose that the little ones were allowed to grow up without
any training, such was not the ease. Boys were carefully instrueted in all the
arts of wooderaft and war, they were taught the tribal traditions, and drilled
in their communal duties and religious observances when they reached man’s
estate. The girls were taught to do woman’s work and to perform such social
and religious ceremonies as they were permitted to share. Both boys and girls
were taught the rules of good behavior, for the Indians had, and still have,
an elaborate and rigid code of laws governing social intercourse. An Indian
child received but one name, usually selected by the father. A boy’s name was
suggested by some animal, a feature of the earth or sky, or some event
which happened about the time of his birth or the time of naming him; a girl
was named after some bird, animal, or flower, and many of the names obtained
in this way were very poetical.

The funeral customs of the different tribes varied a good deal. Some
practised cremation; others wrapped the bodies of their dead in coverings of
different kinds and placed them on platforms out of the reach of wild animals.
Sometimes corpses were placed on the limbs of trees or in hollow trunks. Inter-
ment was practised by some tribes after the coming of the whites, and the grave
was often protected by a coping of wood. Most of the Indians left offerings of
food, tobaeco, firewood, or weapons beside the burial places of their dead for
the use of the departed spirits on their way to the happy hunting-grounds; and
bits of eolored cloth and metal, bells, and other articles were often suspended
on trees or poles around the grave to scare away malevolent spirits.

The early explorers and traders found a few bands of Esquimaux living
in the district around the Churchill River and adjacent to Hudson Bay. Arch-
bishop Taché tells that the name is derived from that given to this northern
tribe by the Crees, Ayaskimew, which is made up of two roots—aski, raw flesh,
and mowew, he eats. Thus an Esquimo is he who eats raw flesh. These people
live in small bands and seem to have no tribal government beyond that which
the father exercises in his family. The family is the unit and is free to unite
with other families in any matter or hold itself aloof, as the father may decide.
The bands move frequently in search of food and usually fix their camps
near some body of water. They often leave caches of food at the camping
grounds visited most frequently, so as to have a small supply there in case of
an emergency. These provisions usually consist of the meat of deer or seals
and the flesh of salmon or other fish, packed in skin bags. It is not always
preserved in good condition, but that does not trouble the Esquimaux. ' Their
summer lodges are made of skins of the deer, and their clothing is made from
the fur of seals and the skins of deer and other animals. They used stone
kettles and lamps, wooden trays or bowls, and scoops, spoons, and other imple-
ments made of horn or bone, when Europeans first came to the country, and






CHAPTER III
EARLY EXPLORATION

The vision which drew Columbus across the western ocean was not to fade
with his death. He and the explorers who succeeded him for two centuries
dreamed the same dream—that of a western sea-route to China and the Indies.
‘When they found their way west barred by a continent, they sought a route
by the southwest or the northwest; and it is to these persistent attempts that
the world owed its early knowledge of the American coast, it is on these explora-
tions that Spain, France, and Britain based their claims to territory in the
New World. It is true that the early explorers confined their work to the
sea-coast, but that did not prevent the nations whom they served from claim-
ing the country for an indefinite distance inland. And even when inland
explorers began to find their way across the continent, they were haunted by
the dream of finding a route to the western sea by the St. Lawrence, the Hudson,
the Mississippi, or some other of America’s great rivers. Later and more
aceurate geographical knowledge only modified the dream, and in its modified
form it was in the minds of men like Sir Alexander Mackenzie, Lewis, Clarke,
and others who sought a river route to the Pacific.

The British expeditions under John and Sabastian Cabot, exploring the
northern part of the eastern coast of America, failed to find the route to the
Indies, but they gave Britain ground for her claim to the northern half of the
continent. It is true that these adventurous seamen did not find their way be-
yond Labrador, and their successors did not follow the northern coast miuch
further. Sir Martin Frobisher (1576-1578), Sir Humphrey Gilbert (1583),
Captain John Davis (1585-1586), Captain James Lanecaster (1600), and Cap-
tain George Weymouth (1602) added much detailed information about the
Atlantic coast and the far Arctic islands, but none of them found his way along
the northern coast of the mainland. The honor of this achievement was reserved
for another brave but unfortunate British seaman, for there is no good evi-
dence to substantiate the claim once made by France to the territory adjacent
to Hudson Bay because Breton fishermen had explored its waters in the early
part of the sixteenth century.

In the year 1607 ‘‘certain Worshipful Merchants of London,’”’ whose names
have not been recorded, fitted out a ship and sent it in command of Captain
Henry Hudson to find, if possible, a passage to the Indies by the northeast or
northwest. Hudson’s first voyage took him along the eastern shore of Greenland
and probably across to Spitzbergen; the second, made in the summer of 1608,
took him over that part of the Artic sea lying between Spitzbergen and Nova
Zembla; while the third, made in 1609, took him first to Nova Zembla, then
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south to Newfoundland, and later still to the coast of Virginia. These voyages
could not have brought much profit to the merchants who had put their capital
in the enterprise, but they retained faith in their captain and in the existence
of a short sea route over which the rare merchandise of the east could be brought
to the marts of London.

On April 17, 1610, Captain Hudson sailed from Blackwell on what proved
to be his most important voyage and his last. His ship was provisioned for
six months only, and he had a mutinous crew who gave him trouble from the
first. He sailed in the latter part of May, touched at some port on the coast
of Iceland, and thence on June 1 sailed away to the west. On the 9th of the
month he was off Frobisher Straits, sighted Cape Desolation on the 15th, and
on the 24th entered the strait which now bears his name. On the 3rd of August
he rounded a headland which he called Cape Wolstenholme and found himself
fairly in the great bay whose name is an appropriate tribute to his work as an
explorer. He sailed to the southern shore of the bay and then examined the
west coast carefully, looking for a harbor in which to winter. He found such
a haven on the southwest coast and beached his vessel there. The mutinous
crew gave more trouble to their captain, and the mate, Robert Ivetts, was
deposed from his position early in September because of insubordination. Pro-
visioned for six months only, the outlook for a food supply for the winter was
not cheering. Some fish and game helped out their scanty rations, but for
much of the winter the men were on short allowance. In the spring Hudson
made a nine days’ trip in the shallop, hoping to find bands of Indians from
whom he could purchase a supply of food, but he was not successful, and the
ship sailed on her return voyage. A few days after sailing her crew mutinied
under the leadership of the deposed mate, Ivetts, and a profligate youth named
Henry Green, whom Hudson had befriended. The ecaptain, his young son,
Mr. Woodhouse, a mathematician who had volunteered for the cruise, the ship’s
carpenter, and five seamen were placed in an open boat; a very little food
and water and some firearms were given them, and they were set adrift on
the open sea. No word or sign of their unavailing efforts; their suffering, and
their despair has ever come to the rest of the world, and doubtless the intrepid
captain and his companions found a grave in the great inland sea which they
were the first to explore.

Several of the mutineers were killed by savages before they reached England,
and others were carried off by disease; but Prickett, one of the survivors
reported certain facts which had been observed before the ship had left the
bay, and these facts induced the ‘‘worshipful merchants’’ to send two ships,
the Resolution and the Discovery, to make further explorations in the bay and
to rescue, if possible, Captain Hudson. The expedition was commanded by
Captain Thomas Button, afterwards Sir Thomas Button, and he was assisted by
Captain Ingram, who had charge of the Discovery and Captain Nelson, who
acted as sailing master on the Resolution. The two vessels sailed away in May,
1612, and reached Hudson Strait before it was clear of ice. They finally passed
through, and after exploring various parts of the bay, made for the harbor at
the mouth of the Nelson River, which Button named after his sailing master,
who died there. August had come before they reached this point, and so But-
ton decided to winter there. He took formal possession of the surrounding
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territory for England, erected a cross to indicate the fact, and gave the country
the name of New Wales. The pilot, Josias Hubart, urged that the great river
which flowed into the harbor should be explored as far as possible, but this does
not seem to have been done. There was much sickness during the severe winter,
and that may account for the inaction of the party. The ice broke up in April,
and about two months later the ships left their winter haven. After having
explored the west coast carefully as far as the parallel of 65° north latitude,
Captain Button returned to England.

The same company of merchants sent out the Discovery again in 1614 under
Captain Gibbons; but he missed the entrance to Hudson Strait, storms drove
his ship into a harbor on the Labrador coast, and when he got to sea again it
was too late to enter the bay that season. In 1615 the Discovery was sent out
once more under Captain Robert Bylot, who had visited the bay with Captains
Hudson and Button and had sailed with Captain Gibbons the previous year.
The famous pilot, William Baffin, was with him. The ship sailed on April 18,
reached Resolution Island on May 27, crossed the northern part of Hudson
Bay in July, and failing to find a western or northwestern passage to the west-
ern main, returned to England in the autumn. The next year’s voyage took the
Discovery, so fitly named, into waters far north of Hudson Bay. Captain Bylot
seems to have given up hope of finding a northwest passage to the Indies, and
although Baffin still believed in its possibility, the ‘‘worshipful merchants of
London’’ gave up their persistent search for it, and the exploration of Hudson
Bay was dropped for several years.

The lack of success which had attended the efforts of the London merchants
did not deter others from making similar attempts. Some merchants of Copen-
hagen combined to send an expedition to Hudson Bay; and the Danish king,
Christian IV, gave the scheme every encouragement, sending one of his ablest
naval captains, Jens Munck, in charge of two vessels to prosecute the search
for new lands where colonies might be founded and trade secured. The Lam-
prey and the Unicorn sailed westward on May 16, 1719, and a month later were:
fighting their way through the ice-floes of Hudson Strait. For six weeks the:
brave commander kept up the struggle against ice and storms; and at last he
won his way through to open water, although the bottom of the Lamprey was
badly injured by the ice. The relentless storm drove the ships across the bay
until, by a lucky chance, they found refuge in Churchill Harbor. It was mid-
September, and Munck saw that he could not get out of Hudson Bay that sea-
son ; so he constructed a small timber breakwater to protect his ships from run-
ning ice, and settled down to the monotonous life of a winter in the northern
seas. :

In those days ship’s erews were poorly equipped to withstand the cold of:
such winters, and they lacked the suitable food and medical stores whose value
was learned only after many generations of seamen had suffered and died for
lack of them. Scurvy broke out, and one by one the men succumbed, until by
February 17 the dead numbered twenty-three. By mid-April only four men
beside the commander were able to sit up; and a month later the mate, an Eng-
lishman named John Watson, died, and the few survivors were too weak to bury
the bodies of their dead messmates. When the long June days came, only three

men were left alive. Then Munck himself was stricken with the disecase which:
Vol. I—3
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had carried off his crew. The two sailors had barely strength to drop over the
ship’s side at ebb tide and erawl to the shore. The ice was drifting out to the
bay by this time, and Munck felt himself drifting fast toward the other world.
He had been four days without help or food, when the brave commander penned
what he thought would be his last entry in his log: ““As I have now no more
hope of life in this world, I request for the sake of God if any Christians should
happen to come this way, they will bury my poor body together with the others
found, and this my journal forward to the King. Herewith, goodnight to all
the world, and my soul to God.—Jens Munck.”’

‘When the stench of the charnel ship became unbearable, this captain of a
dead crew managed to drag himself to the rail and was surprised to see two
living men on the shore. With the utmost difficulty they got him to the land,
and then all three began to chew the roots and other green things within reach.
Strength came back to them slowly, and by the middle of July they could do a
little work. They sunk the Unicorn, hoping to come back for her at some time,
and then began to repair the Lamprey. By the end of the summer they had
made her half seaworthy and set sail for home. With infinite labor the three
men worked their battered ship back through the straits and across the Atlan-
tie, reaching their native land towards the end of September. The Danes made
no further efforts to colonize the shores of Hudson Bay, nor did they send a
crew for the sunken Unicorn. Eighty years after Munck sunk her, some work-
men of the Hudson’s Bay. Company, digging in the muddy flats of the Churchill
River, found some of her brass cannon, relics of the Danish sailors’ grim fight
with disease and Arectic cold.

About 1630 several Bristol merchants formed a company for the purpose of
exploring Hudson Bay and gave the command of their ship to Captain James.
About the same time some London merchants formed a company for the same
purpose, and the king, Charles I, allowed the company to use the twenty-ton
sloop Charles, commanded by Captain Luke Fox. With a crew of twenty men
and two boys she sailed from Yarmouth on May 8, 1631. The Bristol ship sailed
about the same time, and it was agreed by the two companies that both were to
share equally in any honor or profit derived from the discoveries of either ship.
Captain Fox explored various parts of Hudson Bay, including the harbor at
Port Nelson. Captain James sailed south as far as Charlton Island in the bay
which has been named after him and spent the winter there. The next spring
he explored the southwestern and western shores of Hudson Bay as far north
as Marble Island.

The reports of Captains Fox and James did not encourage further efforts for
the discovery of a passage from Hudson Bay to the western sea, and no more
expeditions were sent to it for several years. There is a story of a ship sent from
Boston under Captain Shapley to trade in Hudson Bay, of a party sent ashore
to look for a suitable winter haven for the ship, and of an ice jam which drove
the ship to sea before these men could be got on board again ; and there is a story,
reported by Jérémie, who was governor at Port Nelson while it was in the hands
of the French, of a few wretched men found in a hut by Groseilliers when he
made his first voyage to the bay in 1669; but the facts cannot be verified. With
the possible exception of the Boston vessel, the waters of Hudson Bay do not
seem to have been disturbed by exploring ships or trading craft for a genera-
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tion. Then the Englishman’s commereial enterprise and the Frenchman’s love
of adventure combined to make its wide waters and its lonely shores the stage
on which a great trading company began to play its part in the development of
half a continent. "

The potent forece which drew the trading company to the shores of Hudson
Bay had been at work among the people of New France for more than half a
century, drawing the more adventurous men among them further and further
into the vast wilderness which lay north and west of the colony. This alluring
force was the profit to be made from the fur trade. From the time of their
arrival in Canada emigrants from France thought more of making fortunes
out of the trade in furs than of developing the agricultural resources of the
colony. Merchants, government officers, and aristocratic adventurers were all
infected with the mania for making quick fortunes from the traffic in beaver
skins. Companies were formed to prosecute the trade, and far-reaching monopo-
lies were granted to them by the government ; for the rulers, from the king down
to the lowest official in Quebec or Three Rivers, had something to gain, directly
or indirectly, by enforecing the monoply or by conniving at its violation. This
prevailing desire to trade in peltries was not the best influence possible in the
development of a new country, and it warped the whole life of the colony for
several generations; and yet the wide and rapid extension of the Canadian
frontier under the French regime was due almost entirely to the fur trade.

At first the Indians brought their furs down to the few French towns and
villages and exchanged them there for such articles of merchandise as met their
real needs or pleased their wayward fancies; but soon the merchants began to
send agents to trade with the Indians in their own districts. This gave employ-
ment to a number of roving traders and canoemen, coureurs des bots and
voyageurs, and this number increased as the trade grew in volume and greater
distances had to be traveled to obtain the coveted furs. The life had a great
fascination for the volatile and adventurous young men of the French people,
and many a scion of noble French families abandoned the life and the society
in which he had been reared to live the wild, free life of a woodsman in company
with kindred spirits from lower grades of society and with wild Indians whose
life was scarcely less free from the restraints of civilization. Indeed many of
these coureurs des bois married the daughters of the red men and adopted some
of the Indian modes of life; and so in time a mixed race grew up, much nearer
in life, habits, and thought to their Indian mothers than to the white race from
which their fathers had separated themselves. In a few decades these Metis
or French half-breeds formed a considerable element in the population, and
m the far west they exercised a considerable influence in the history of the
country.

The coureur des bois and the voyageur sought new and richer fur-bearing
districts as eagerly as the prospector seeks gold; and no better habitat for the
beaver and other fur-bearing animals could be found than the vast Laurentian
region which stretches from eastern Quebec to the prairies and from the Great
Lakes to the Northern Sea. No country could be more easily traversed in all
directions by the voyageur or the Indian in his birch-bark canoe, nor was there
any in which nature had provided the traveller with a more plentiful supply
of food in the form of fish, game, wild-fowl, and berries. So the coureur des bois
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and the voyageur followed the lure of the beaver along the interlaced waterways
further and further into the wilderness. The fascination of the unknown and
the wild beauty of the lonely land helped to hold their faces to the west and
north. Gay boat-songs relieved the monotony of paddling, jokes lightened the
labor of portaging, and stories of adventure and weird folk-tales, told by the
camp fire, made them forget the fatigue of the day. And always there was the
free life and the hope of gain. And so it happened that within sixty years from
the time Champlain founded Quebee French traders had not only become familiar
with the shores of the Great Lakes as far as Superior but had also found their
way through the hundreds of leagues of forest which separate that great
inland sea from the prairies on the west and from the Hudson Bay on the north.
It was a wonderful achievement, scarcely paralleled in any other country or
at any other period in the history of Ameriea.

Of all the French traders who blazed the first trails through the wilderness
of the pays d’en haut none was more resourceful and adventurous than Medard
Chouart Sieur des Groseilliers, and none lived through stranger experiences
than his partner, Pierre Esprit Radisson. Medard Chouart, son of Medard
Chouart and Marie Poirier, was born at Charly St. Cyr near Meaux in the
district between the Seine and the Marne in 1625. The father was a pilot of the
Seine River, but his imaginative, adventurous son had no liking for his father’s
prosaic calling. Yet the lad’s dreams of adventure could scarcely have been more
improbable than his real life was to prove, nor could he have guessed how
profoundly that life would affect the history of a country many times as large
as his native France. His chance acquaintance with a returned Jesuit mission-
ary proved a turning point in the boy’s life, for the priest’s descriptions of the
vast areas, the great lakes, rivers, and forests of New France and his accounts
of the wild, free life of the coureurs des bois filled the lad with a great desire to
try his fortune in the eolony. So when he was barely sixteen years of age he
joined a party of emigrants led by Maisonneuve which sailed from Rochelle for
Quebec in 1641.

For some time after his arrival in Canada young Chouart was cared for hy
the priests of Quebec, and it seems probable that he acted as assistant for some
of the missionaries among the Indians. He had remarkable ability for acquir-
ing the Indian languages and soon abandoned missionary work to make long
journeys among the native tribes, bartering goods for furs and acquiring an
extensive knowledge of the geography of the country. In 1646 he was on the
shore of Lake Huron, trading with the Indians; but in the next year he was
back in Quebec, and on September 3 he was married to Helen Etienne, the daugh-
ter of Abraham Martin, the Scotch pilot whose farm above Quebee bears the name
of Abraham’s Plains. Soon after this his father died, leaving him a small estate
from which he took the title, des Groseilliers, by which he was known during the
rest of his life.

Pierre Esprit Radisson and his half-sister Marguerite, members of a Hugue-
not family, had migrated from France to Canada a few years after Groseilliers’
arrival. The sister became the wife of a gentleman, who seems to have lived at
Three Rivers; but the brother does not appear to have had any settled home for
several years. He roamed about among the Indian tribes, sometimes adopted and
honored as a son, sometimes tortured as a captive, and always having unusual
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experiences and seeing unusual sights, if his own stories of them can be accepted.
He and Groseilliers became acquainted and found themselves kindred spirits.
Groseilliers’ first wife died in 1652, and on August 23, 1653, he was married to
Radisson’s sister who had been left a widow shortly after her first marriage.
The brothers-in-law soon became partners in the fur trade with headquarters at
Three Rivers. In 1656 Radisson was married to Elizabeth Herault, and when
she died a few years later, he took for his second wife a daughter of Sir John
Kirke and niece of Sir David Kirke, who compelled Champlain to surrender
Quebeec.

In 1659 Groseilliers and Radisson found themselves in the eountry south of
Lake Superior now called Wisconsin, and there the Indians told them of a great
river with two branches not far away to the southwest. The two traders were
anxious to go to this great river—evidently the Mississippi— but wishing to com-
plete their cargo of furs, they pushed on into the neighborhood of the Minnesota
lakes. While in that region a band of Indians, whom Radisson calls Crees, told
them of a great sea to the north and of a water route by which it ecould be reached.
In 1660 the two partners went back to Montreal with such an immense cargo of
furs that many people became anxious to learn more of the far western country
and to secure some interest in the trade with the tribes living there. But Gro-
seilliers gave them little information, seeing great commerecial possibilities in the
unexplored country lying between Lake Superior and the sea on the north. The
governor of Three Rivers desired Groseilliers and Radisson to admit two of his
friends into their partnership, but they declined to give up half the profit of their
trading when they might have all of it. This angered the governor, and he made
an order that they should cease from infringing on the rights of the chartered
companies by trade with the natives of the pays d’en haut. Radisson seems to
have spent the next year in Three Rivers; but Groseilliers, in spite of the gov-
ernor’s prohibition, went back to the country about Lake Superior and returned
with another rich eargo of furs.

In May, 1662, the two partners slipped away very quietly with a little party
of ten men, taking a supply of goods to the upper country, and in two months
found themselves in the rich beaver district lying west and north of Lake Super-
ior. On this trip they seem to have carried out the plan which had been in their
minds for two years and to have made their way to the northern sea of which the
Indians had told them. Radisson says that they reached its shores in 1663 ; but
his account is so meagre and vague that we cannot be sure whether the two in-
trepid explorers went by some water route from Lake Superior to James Bay or
made the longer journey to Hudson Bay by Rainy Lake, Lake of the Woods, Lake
‘Winnipeg and the rivers which connect them with each other and with the ocean.
In view of the loeality where they first heard of the northern sea and of the tribe
which gave them information about it, it seems likely that they took the latter
route. If so, they were probably the first white men to follow that great canoe
highway which leads from the prairies to the sea; and if they did not actually set
foot on the prairies themselves, they could hardly have failed to hear of the
immense plains from their Indian guides.

‘When the two enterprising partners went back with another rich load of furs,
the governor of Three Rivers imposed a ruinous fine upon them for disregarding
his orders, and appeals to the representatives of the French government at Que-






CHAPTER IV
THE GOVERNOR AND COMPANY OF ADVENTURERS OF ENGLAND

Radisson and Groseilliers found all avenues to trade closed against them in
Quebec, but the irrepressible energy of the men would not permit them to
remain inactive very long, and the stern and varied experiences of their lives
had taught them unlimited resourcefulness and perseverance. They seem to
have gone to Acadie and induced some merchants there to fit out a small vessel
and freight her with goods for barter with the natives living on the shores of
Hudson Bay; but storms wrecked the little craft, and the reduced fortunes of
the promoters of the scheme were further diminished by the loss. Soon after
this misfortune Groseilliers, undiscouraged by his reverses, went to New Eng-
land, hoping to secure capital there through the influence of relatives of Radis-
son’s wife. He was not successful, for the New England people had little wealth ;
but he met a certain Captain Zachary Gillam, owner and master of a little ves-
sel called the Nonsuch, who was much interested in the scheme of trading to the
bay and who was destined to be closely connected with Groseillier’s history for
several years. Groseilliers also met DMessrs. Nichols, Carr, Cartwright, and
Maverick, members of a ecommission sent out by the home government to inquire
into colonial affairs, and some of these gentlemen advised him to seek capital in
England. After consultation with Radisson it was decided that their chances
would be better in their native country, and so in 1665 the brothers-in-law sailed
to England and crossed thence to France.

They received scant encouragement in Paris. Their appeal against the fine
levied on them by the colonial authorities was unavailing ; and too many people
in high places were interested in the monopolies which existed in New France to
give two colonial traders, unknown and semi-barbaric in appearance, any chance
to secure capital for a rival company. Months passed, their money dwindled,
and the prospects of the men, who had been partners in so many successes and
misfortunes, seemed poor indeed. Just at the lowest ebb of their fortunes Col-
onel Carr, whom Groseilliers had met in Boston, came over to Paris, and through
his influence the Frenchman was introduced to some members of the British
legation there. Writing to Lord Arlington, Colonel Carr said that while in
New England he had heard from the two Frenchmen of the great quantity of
beaver fur to be obtained on the coast of Hudson Bay, that he had verified their
accounts, and that he thought the finest present which could be made to the
English king was to send the two men to him. Finally the ambassador wrote a
letter to Prince Rupert, introducing Groseilliers, and the two adventurers
crossed to London.
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The ambassador’s letter was written in May, 1667, but the first interview with

i i ake place until June 4, owing to some injury whi.ch con-
Prne Rognt 1 st ke place 16 s e 0 e, S o
Robinson, and Mr. John Portman, the goldsmi‘th, were present, t(_’Ok pl.ace (}’Jn
June 7; and a week later Groseilliers and Radisson had an interview with the
klr'll‘glie leading characters in these interviews presented strange contrasts. The‘re
was the indolent and pleasure-loving king, handsome, br‘own-facgd, f'md ex(uis-
itely dressed, who checked his own propensity for telling storles in or(.ier to
listen to tales new and strange. There was Prince Rupert, son of the king of
Bohemia and the daughter of James I, the handsome cavalier, who had been
such a conspicuous figure in the Civil War as commander of the royal cava_lry.
When that struggle ended in the establishment of the Commonwealth, Prince
Rupert took a portion of the fleet and still kept up the fight for the royal cause
at sea. But Cromwell’s strong hand soon made further resistance hopeless, and
then the prince, with a few vessels, took to privateering on the Spanish Main.
We would probably call it piracy now, for his erews showed little partiality and
plundered any ship worth overhauling, regardless of the flag she flew. When
the Restoration brought the Stuarts back to England, Prince Rupert returned
too and lived the life of a retired gentleman for several, years, occupying his
time in scientific pursuits. The prince had wandered far and had had many
adventures by land and sea, but we can imagine his silent interest as he lis-
tened to accounts of experiences more unusual than his own.

On the other hand were the two coureurs des bois whose lives had been passed
in the wilds as remote as possible from courts and royal princes. There was
Groseilliers, with complexion darkened by exposure and outdoor life and face
made old by the experiences ecrowded into the preceding twenty-five years, the
man who made the plans for the partners, earnest and confident because he was
sure of the facts on which his latest and greatest plan was based. And there
was Radisson, full of restless energy and versatile in expedients for carrying out
the plans of the senior partner. He was more talkative than the elder man, and
although he had received a good education in his youth, he preferred the cos-
tume and manners of the wilderness to the dress and conventions of more civi-
lized life. His face, too, was browned by sun and wind, and his hands bore
marks of the torture inflicted by the Iroquois in his youth. Captain Godey, an
attaché of the British embassy in Paris, wrote of Radisson a few years later:
‘‘Radisson himself was apparelled more like a savage than a Christian. Iis
black hair, just touched with grey, hung in wild profusion about his bare neck
and shoulders. He showed a swart complexion, seamed and pitted by frost and
exposure in a rigorous climate. A huge scar, wrought by the tomahawk of a
drunken Indian, disfigured his left cheek. His whole costume was surmounted
by a wide collar of marten’s skin; his feet were adorned by buckskin mocassins.
In his leather belt was sheathed a long knife.’”’

After much discussion it seemed that success would crown the persistent
efforts of the two Frenchmen, for several of the gentlemen who had heard their
proposals decided to fit out a tentative expedition to Hudson Bay. It was too
late to dispatch ships in 1667, but on June 3, 1668, the Nonsuch, under Captain
Gillam, and the Eaglet sailed away from Gravesend bound for the bay. Radis-
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son went on the Eaglet, but she met with bad weather and was forced to return
to England without completing her voyage. Groseilliers went on the Nonsuch,
which reached the bottom of the bay on September 29 and cast anchor in the
mouth of a stream which was named Rupert’s River. Under Groseilliers’ direc-
tion a small fort was built which he named Fort Charles. The French trader
set to work at once to gain all possible information about the country and to
win the friendship of the natives. When spring arrived, the Indians came down
to trade, and in June Captain Gillam turned the prow of his little vessel towards
England, carrying a fair cargo of furs. Groseilliers remained at the fort to
make sure of a larger supply of furs for the next season.

One day in August, 1669, Groseilliers and his few companions in Fort
Charles were surprised by the report of a cannon. They hoped that it an-
nounced the return of the Nonsuch. It was not that vessel, but it brought Rad-
isson and good news. The gentlemen who were backing the venture were so
well satisfied with the results of the voyage made by the Nonsuch that they had
decided to form a company and apply for a royal charter, Prince Rupert hav-
ing promised his influence to secure it. Although drawn up in 1669, it was not
until May 2, 1670, that the charter granting corporate rights to ‘“The governor
and adventurers of England tradmg to Hudson’s Bay’’ received the signature
of King Charles II.

This great trading corporatlon, since known as the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany, received such gifts and privileges and was endowed with such powers that
it became a veritable smperium in imperio. The eompany was given the sole
right to trade in all waters lying within Hudson Strait and in all lands drained
by streams flowing into those waters, not already possessed by other British sub-
jects or the subjects of any other Christian prince, all the minerals in these
lands, and all the fish in the streams and coastal waters. The members of the
company were made ‘‘lords and proprietors of the same territory, limits, and
places * * * the same to have, hold, possess, and enjoy * * * in free
and common soccage, and not in capite or Knight’s service, yielding and paying
yearly to us (the king), our heirs and successors, for the same, two elks and two
black beavers, whensoever and as often as we, our heirs and successors, shall
happen to enter into the said countries, regions and territories hereby granted.’’
The company was given power to build forts and ships and man and arm them,
to make laws for the management of its affairs and the government of the em-
pire granted to it, to establish courts, to levy fines, and to send prisoners to Eng-
land for trial or punishment. The charter also promised that the government
would prevent other persons than members of the company from trading in the
- company’s territory, and it gave the company power to seize these people and
their ships and to send them to England. Thus, at the stroke of a pen, the com-
pany was given a territory more than half as large as Europe and made almost
absolute ruler over it. Royal munificence could hardly go further.

The charter appointed Prince Rupert as the first governor of the company
and named Sir John Robinson, Sir Robert Vyner, Sir Peter Colleton, Mr. James
Hays, Mr. John Kirke, Mr. Francis Wellington, and Mr. John Portman as the
first executive committee. The other members of the company mentioned in the
charter are the Duke of Albemarle, Earl Craven, Lord Arlington, Lord Ashley,
Sir Edward Hungerford, Sir Paul Neele, Sir John Griffith, Sir Edward Cateret,
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man and Mr. John Fenn. Prince Rupert was chosen as
governor year after year for twelve years. Then the Duke of York was elected
annually until he became king, when he was succeeded by John Churchill, after-

wards Duke of Marlborough.
A few days after the company

Rupert, sailed with a cargo for the fort at th
sonpam’l Groseilliers, who had returned in the fall of 1669, were on board, and

they were accompanied by Mr. Charles Bailey, the company’s governor of its
dominion, henceforth known as Rupert’s Land. In the‘ fall'of 1673 Govem:tor
Bailey learned that French traders from Quebec were ahenatlng.the sympathies
of the Indians preparatory to diverting the trade in furs from his fort and that
the natives planned to attack it. Its defences were strengthened, but no attack
was made. However, in the spring the Indians reported that a French post had
been established at the mouth of the Moose River, and Groseilliers advised the
governor to build a fort there too. This was done. Later in the season the
arrival of Father Albanel and his party from Quebee warned the governor that
the French were likely to prove keen competitors for the fur trade on Hudson
Bay, and so he built a fort at the mouth of the Albany River in 1675.

In the summer of 1673 Groseilliers and Radisson had some disagreement with
Mr. Bailey, and as a result Groseilliers resigned his position and made his way
from Fort Charles through the woods to Three Rivers, while Radisson returned to
London. The latter seems to have been relieved from active employment by the
company, although it made him a small allowance for some time. The brothers-
in-law felt that they had been unfairly treated by the company which they had
helped to form, and after a time they offered their services to France. Their
advances were not encouraged, and during the next six or seven years we find
them making alternate offers to the company and the French government. In
one of his visits to Paris, probably in 1681, Radisson happened to meet La Ches-
naye, head of a new trading company operating in New France, the Company
of the North, and to him Radisson offered his services. This meeting led to one
of the most singular incidents in the early history of the country we now call
Manitoba.

Aided by friends, Radisson made his way to Quebec, and soon he, Groseil-
liers, and La Chesnaye were making plans for a trading expedition to Hudson
Bay. Preparations had to be carried on quietly, for it would not do for the
representatives of the French government in-Canada to have official knowledge
of an expedition to a region over which Great Britain and the Hudson’s Bay
Company claimed absolute control and over which France had at best but a
shadowy claim. Late in the autumn Radisson, his nephew, Jean Baptiste
Chouart, Pierre Allemand, a pilot, a coureur des bois named Godefroy, and
some others went quietly down to Isle Percée in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. There
they were joined in the following spring by Groseilliers with two very small,
old and unseaworthy vessels. Radisson went on the St. Pierre, Groseilliers on
the Ste. Anne. Radisson reached the mouth of the Nelson River on August 26,
and Groseilliers joined him there the next day.

Groseilliers at once began the construction of a fort on the bank of the Hayes
river, which he called Fort Bourbon, and Radisson went up the river to find
Indians with whom trade might be carried on. On his return trip the booming
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of cannon announced the arrival of another ship, and she proved to be the
Susan under Ben Gillam, a son of Captain Zachary Gillam, who had been sent
from New England on a poaching expedition to Hudson Bay. Doubtless his
father had knowledge of the enterprise, although he probably had no informa-
tion about the time the Susan would arrive at the mouth of the Nelson. Radis-
son gravely informed young Gillam that he was trespassing, as the region
belonged to France and the trade to the Company of the North; but he gra-
ciously gave the New Englander permission to construct a house in which to
shelter his men for the winter. The wily Frenchman explained in detail the
strength of his force and the extensive powers conferred on him as the repre-
sentative of France. :

Setting out once more for his own fort, Radisson found another ship coming
up the Nelson River. This proved to be the Hudson’s Bay Company’s ship, the
Prince Rupert, commanded by Captain Gillam. The new governor, John Brid-

_gar, was on board, and Radisson soon learned that the party had been sent to
eonstruet a fort on the Nelson and spend the winter there. Here was a situa-
tion suitable for a stage comedy; and Radisson, as the leading actor, proceeded
to play his part with consummate cunning. He repeated to the governor the
story he had previously told, young Gillam, with such additional details as his
fertile imagination suggested, but professed a desire to do nothing which would
disturb the friendship between the two great nations, France and Great Brit-
ain. The situation was full of latent possibilities; and in case of a clash it would
go hard with the French party, since the two British parties would probably
combine against it. As yet neither of them knew of the proximity of the other,
and it was not until mid-winter that Radisson, in his own dramatic way, brought
young Gillam, disguised as an Indian, to his father’s ship. Even then the pres-
ence of the New England party in the fort, which they had constructed a few
miles up the river, was not revealed to Governor Bridgar.

The winter passed with some exchange of pretended ecivilities, but when
spring approached, Radisson believed the time for action had come. He fore-
saw that the Prince Rupert, frozen fast on the mud-flats at the mouth of the
Nelson, would be erushed by ice as soon as it began to run in the spring, and that
the loss of their ship would leave the governor’s party at his mercy, if he could
prevent Ben Gillam from sending assistance. The Nelson broke up early, and
the huge fragments of ice, swept down by the turbulent stream, erushed the
Prince Rupert like an egg-shell, several of the ecrew being drowned in the mad
rush of water. Radisson’s next move was to invite Ben Gillam to make a visit to
Fort Bourbon, and when the young man wished to return to his own fort, Radis-
son readily found an excuse for detaining him as a prisoner. Nine of the
Frenchmen, led by Radisson, then attacked the New Englanders’ fort, which
was surrendered almost without resistance. It was then an easy matter for
Radisson to seize the Susan. One of the men in Ben Gillam’s fort had escaped,
and he carried news of its capture to Governor Bridgar in his fort at the mouth
of the river. The governor made an effort to recover the Susan, but was not
successful, and then Radisson, having received a few additional men from Gro-
seilliers, retaliated by an attack on the governor’s fort. By the most daring
strategy the little force of twelve men captured it and carried Governor Brid-
gar a prisoner to Fort Bourbon. Radisson also carried away a part of the gov-
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ernor’s supply of provisions, and subsequently decided to burn the fort to save

intaining a guard in it.
s A:X';)?)lllllih‘:h?: trinrze the spfing grush of ice in the Hayes river erushed the two old
vessels in which the French party had come, and it was only by mqst strfenuous
efforts on their part that the captured Susan was saved from a like d_lsaster.
The two French leaders, who played the game so recklessly., now desired to
be rid of their prisoners, and coolly informed them that they. might have the Ste.
Anne in which to make the voyage home, if they would repair her shattered hull.
Fate had left the unfortunate men little choice in the matter, and they set to
work at once on their unpromising task. /

As soon as the rivers were free of ice the Indians came down to t?ade, mu.ch
surprised to find the French in possession. However Radisson’s specious stories
seemed to satisfy them, and a good store of furs was obtained. Son.le of the furs
were placed on board the Susan, which sailed away for Quebec, takln.g Governor
Bridgar and Ben Gillam as prisoners. Captain Zachary Gillam with the sur-
vivors of the English and New England parties, made his way as best he could
in the patched-up Ste. Anne to a New England port. The remainder of the furs
which Groseilliers and Radisson had secured were stored in Fort Bourbon, and
young Jean Baptiste Chouart was left in charge until his unele or his father
returned. But all the furs shipped in the Susan were not destined to reach the
men who had fitted out the expedition ; for when the vessel arrived at Tadoussac,
the brothers-in-law sold a part of her cargo and coolly appropriated the pro-
ceeds.

So far as we know, these forts at the mouths of the Hayes and Nelson Rivers
were the first trading posts built in the region now included in the province of
Manitoba. The winter of 1682-3 marks the commencement of its occupation by
white men, and the melodramatic incidents of that winter should not blind us
to the fact that from the very beginning of its history two races, differing in
blood, language, religion, and ideals, have sought to control the destinies of the
country.

The melodramatic element in the earliest history of Manitoba did not disap-
pear when Radisson and Groseilliers landed at Quebec. Their actions savored
too much of piracy and wanton injury to a nation with which France was pro-
fessedly at peace to permit them to pass unnoticed by the government of the
colony. So de la Barre, the governor, sent the Susan to her owners, with apol-
ogies for her seizure, and allowed Governor Bridgar and Ben Gillam to take
passage on her. For various reasons it was not desirable to have Radisson and
Groseilliers in the eolony, and three weeks after their arrival in Quebec they
were smuggled off to France in a returning frigate.

About the time the frigate reached France Captain Gillam arrived in Eng-
land, and much indignation was expressed by the English people when they
heard of the wanton attack made by the two French adventurers on the fort of
the Hudson’s Bay Company. The government, however, does not seem to have
demanded reparation from France. Perhaps the Hudson’s Bay Company did
n(?t wish to have the matter pressed, for it seems to have opened negotiations
\Vlth- Radisson for his return to its service; and we find that facile negotiator
making ter.ms with the company at the very time he is seeking certain grants
from the king of France in return for the service he had rendered that country.
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Strange as it may seem, Radisson was once more taken into the service of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, and when its ship, the Happy Leturn, with her two
consorts, sailed from Gravesend on May 17, 1684, Radisson was on board. When
Port Nelson was reached, the harbor was filled with ice, and the Happy Return
could not get within twenty miles of the shore; but Radisson, in eager haste,
took a boat manned by a small crew and, after many hours of dangerous work,
made a landing. He was surprised to find an English frigate in the mouth of
the Nelson and with her the Alert, which had brought out the company’s new
governor, William Phipps, the season before. The crews had not landed, fear-
ing the hostility of Indians friendly to the French. Full of anxiety in regard to
the position of his nephew and the attitude of the latter to the scheme which he
had in mind, Radisson set off with as little delay as possible for Fort Bourbon.

He found that his nephew had left Fort Bourbon and removed to a point
further up the river. When the two men met, Radisson proposed that his
nephew should surrender the fort and all the furs which he had collected to the
English. At first the young man indignantly refused, but finally his uncle’s
arguments convinced him that no other course was open, and he submitted. The
flewr de lis, which had floated over the fort for more than a year, was lowered,
and the ensign of the Hudson’s Bay Company was raised in its place. The fort
and its contents were transferred to the new governor; and when the company’s
ship sailed for England at the close of the season, she carried such a rich cargo
of furs that the directors in London rewarded Radisson generously for his
treachery to France.

Groseilliers does not seem to have been in the service of the company after
this time; but Radisson was employed at intervals for a few years longer, some
of which he spent at Fort Nelson as supervisor of trade there. After that
neither of these two adventurous men plays any direct part in the history of Mani-
toba. Yet their indirect influence was to continue. Their energy and daring
had found a way from the Great Lakes to Manitoba’s prairies; their persistence
had led to the organization of the world’s greatest commercial company and its
operations on Manitoba’s northern coast; and their unserupulous and piratieal
acts there helped to provoke war between France and England. Open war
was not declared at once; for it is one of the anomalies of history that actual
war was sometimes waged between French and English colonies in America,
while France and England themselves were nominally at peace.






CHAPTER V
THIRTY YEARS OF CONFLICT

Beaver fur was far more abundant in the region about Hudson Bay than it
was in the neighborhood of the Great Lakes, and it was of much better quality ;
and naturally the Quebec companies became more and more anxious to secure
the trade of that remote district. So commercial interests as well as patriotic
motives impelled the government of France to look with favor on steps which
tended to extend French sovereignty over the vast region which borders on the
bay. De la Barre, the governor of Canada, had been instructed to take such
measures as would divert some of the fur trade of that region towards the Great
Lakes; and with that object in view he sent Greysolon Duluth into the country
north of Lake Superior. Duluth proceeded to the mouth of the Pepigon River,
and in 1684 he built a fort there near the site of the old trading post occupied by
Groseilliers and Radisson a quarter of a century earlier. He had orders to co-
operate with young Chouart, who had been left in charge of Fort Bourbon in
1683, and dispatched a man named Péré to him with letters from the governor;
but, as we have seen, Chouart had been induced by his unclv to surrender the
fort and its store of furs to the English before the messenger arrived. Not being
able to secure the expeected cooperation from Fort Bourbon and being poorly
supplied with goods for trade in his own district, Duluth was not very success-
ful in his mission. ;

The perfidy of Radisson and the loss which it caused the company of the
North roused great resentment in Canada; and when two ships of that company,
returning from an unsucecessful voyage to the bay in 1685, met a vessel of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, called the Merchant of Perpetuana, their crews did
not hesitate to seize her and take ship and crew to Quebec. The mate managed
to escape and carry news of the seizure to England, but the other members of
the crew were thrown into a Quebec prison, where the master, Captain Humes,
died. After eleven months the survivors were taken to Martinique and sold as
slaves. - The story of this affair, which the mate carried to England, roused so
much indignation that a memorial upon the matter was presented to the king;
but the relation of James II to the king of France was much the same as that
of Charles II had been, and he took no notice of the outrage.

The apparent indifference of the English government may have emboldened
the French at home and in Canada to go a step further. On Christmas eve,
1685, the Chevalier de Troyes, a retired army officer living in Canada, sent a
message to the new governor, Denonville, in which he offered to raise and lead
a force, which would take possession of all the region about Hudson Bay for
France; and the governor, probably acting on instructions from Louis XTIV, gave
the scheme his sanction. The old chevalier had no difficulty in raising a party
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all skilled in wooderaft and eager for adventure in the north,
and the governor added thirty soldiers, who had seen service on many‘a battle-
field of Europe. For his lieutenants de Troyes chose three sons of Charles l'e
Moyne, another French nobleman living in Canada. They were known b}f their
titles of Sieur d’Iberville, Sieur de Sainte Héléne, and Sieur de Maricourt.
Father Silvy went as the chaplain of the force. )

Le Moyne once remarked that the best thing he had done for ]Srancg was to
give her his eleven sons. The third, Pierre, afterwards known as d’Iberville, was
born on July 20, 1661. He was energetie and daring, and at an early age showed
unusual ability as a leader of men. Before he was twenty-two years old he had
made several voyages to France in command of ships and had been recommended
to Colbert for an appointment in the royal navy. He was to become the lead-
ing figure in the struggle between the French and English for the possession of
Hudson Bay; and his achievements in that struggle, which read more like a
romanece than sober history, made him the greatest of heroes in the eyes of
the people of Canada. He also played an important part in the struggle for
the possession of Acadie and Newfoundland ; and later in life he had so much to
do with the acquisition of the great Mississippi valley for France that he has
been called the father of Louisiana.

Farly in the spring of 1686 de Troyes’ little foree left Montreal for its long
march through the forest to James Bay. It ascended the Ottawa, crossed the
height of land to Lake Abittibi, and followed the Abittibi River to the sea. On
a small island near by was Moose Fort, armed with twelve cannon and garrisoned
by sixteen men unaware of the danger which threatened them. Waiting until
darkness fell, de Troyes sent a small party under d’Iberville and his brother to
scale the palisade on the rear of the fort, while the rest of his men battered down
the gate of the inclosure and rushed inside, shouting Indian war-cries. The
defendants were completely surprised and were made prisoners before they had
time to dress. And so on the next day, June 20th, the chevalier proclaimed, with
much ceremony, that he took possession of the fort and island for the king of
France.

Learning that a supply of provisions had becn sent to Fort Charles a few
days before, the French leaders determined to attack it next, and a small eraft
was built to earry two of the captured cannon thither, a distance of 120 miles.
Tt was the 25th of June when the party left the mouth of the Moose River for
Fort Charles, but no word of its coming had reached that post. The fort was
being repaired, the gates were open, the cannon dismounted, and the place
utterly unprepared for an attack. De Troyes repeated the tacties which had
proved so successful at Moose Fort and made a night assault. Fifteen men,
sleeping peacefully in the blockhouse, knew nothing of the presence of enemies
until a hand grenade, which one of the Frenchmen had dropped down the chim-
ney, exploded among them and a brisk fusillade followed. Five of the inmates
were killed or wounded, and the others surrendered at once. In the meantime a
few men, led by d’Iberville, had paddled out to one of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pfmy s vessels which lay near the fort. They found the watch asleep and killed
him before he could give any alarm. Two more of the erew were sabred as soon
as they put their heads through the hatchway, and the rest were ecasily eaptured.
The .unfortunate Governor Bridgar, who was on board the vessel, found himself
a prisoner of the French for the second time.

of eighty men,
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The intrepid old chevalier determined to strike a swift blow at Fort Albany
next. He now had two vessels at his command, and placing his men and ten
of the captured eannon upon them, he set sail for the western shore of the bay
early in July. None of his men knew exactly where Fort Albany was situated,
but by keeping close to the coast they finally reached it. They could not take it
by surprise, for friendly Indians had notified Governor Sargeant of the fate of
Fort Charles and Moose Fort, and he had prepared for a siege. His men were a
cowardly lot and wished him to surrender as soon as the cannonade began; but
by promises and threats he kept them at their places for a time. After three
days’ bombardment the governor found that bad breaches had been made in
his defences, that two or three of his men had been killed, and that the rest had
no stomach for further fighting ; and so he thought it best to capitulate. Some
of the prisoners were sent to Charlton Island to await the arrival of one of the
company’s ships; others were obliged to help de Troyes’ men carry their booty
to Quebec. It is said that the French secured 50,000 beaver skins in this raid.
The victors were anxious to eapture Fort Nelson, the only post left in the hands
of the British; but it was 750 miles away, none of their men could steer the
vessels to it, and none of their prisoners would. So they had to abandon the
scheme. Maricourt was left in charge of the captured forts, and de Troyes
returned to Quebec.

The troubles in their colonies led England and France to appoint a joint
commission in 1686 which concluded a treaty of neutrality, providing for ‘‘a
firm peace, union, concord, and good understanding’’ between the kings of the
two countries. The document declares, ‘‘It has been agreed that each of the
said kings shall hold the domains, rights, pre-eminences in the seas, straits and
other waters of America which, and in the same manner which, they enjoy at
present.”’ This left things exactly as they were, Great Britain holding Fort
Nelson and France holding the other forts on Hudson Bay, while the question of
sovereignty over the sea was left open. Commissioners were appointed to carry
out the details of the treaty, and they were instructed to give both nations equal
trading rights at Port Nelson. Denonville, however, wished to give up the forts
at Rupert’s, Moose, and Albany rivers to secure exclusive ownership of Port
Nelson, but the Hudson’s Bay Company would not listen to the proposal, and
s0 nothing was done.

This treaty of neutrality, which was signed in November, 1686, scarcely
checked the hostility of the Company of the North and the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany. Both were making great efforts to monopolize the fur trade of Hudson
Bay, and neither was over-particular about the means employed. The English
company had established a new fort at the mouth of the Severn river in 1665,
and the French government had sent d’Iberville back to Fort Albany to look
after its interests along the coast. Fort Albany had been renamed Ste. Anne
by the French. In the summer of 1689 Captain Moon sailed from Port Nelson
with a force of twenty-four men to retake Albany. He landed and began to
throw up defences about eight miles away from the fort, preparatory to making
an attack upon it; but d’Iberville marched down, drove Moon’s men out of the
works, and then set off in boats and canoes to capture his vessel. Those on board
only frustrated the attempt by burning her. They escaped to the woods; and

when Captain Moon got his men together again, he led them overland to Fort
Vol. I—4
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Severn. But d’Iberville followed quickly, forced Fort Severn to'sué're;lder }11n
October, and took the governor prisoner. Among the papers seized there he
found an order to the governor to proclaim William III and Mary as sovereigns
iti ire. 3 i
2 %I?I;Z:rtilﬁl: riTlﬂ'ned to Fort Ste. Anne to find it inYested by two British ships
carrying a foree of eighty-three men. They had begn mstrueted_ to land upon an
island in the mouth of the Chechouan (Albany) River and l')uﬂd a fort}ﬁeatlon
from which an attack on Ste. Anne could be made. Their fortification was
partly completed, and some of their cannon had been brought ashore. Storfas
were being landed from the ships, and a party of twenty-one men engaged in
this work was ambushed by some of d’Iberville’s force and all were made pris-
oners. Several days of desultory cannonading, interrupted by parleys, fecl-
lowed ; and then the English surrendered. Maricourt was left in charge of the
fort; and d’Iberville, with his prisoners, sailed for Quebec on the Hampshire,
one of the vessels surrendered at the fort. In Hudson Strait he met another of
the company’s ships, bound for Port Nelson and having young Chouart on
board. He hailed her as if the Hampshire were still in the company’s service
and proposed that the two ships sail in company; and he might have captured
her, if storms had not parted the vessels before his design could be carried out.

Nelson, the best post on Hudson Bay, still remained in the hands of the
English. Denonville and the Company of the North were anxious to put this
fort in the possession of France, and it was d’'Iberville’s greatest ambition to
carry out their wishes. The governor thought it might be accomplished by the
ships which d’Iberville had captured in the bay, if the king would send a ship of
war to aid them; and he recommended that d’Iberville be given a commission
as a lieutenant in the navy. The king was pleased to give this commission to the
colonial leader who had so distinguished himself; and this royal recognition of
merit fired the ambition of other young men of new France, including that
Pierre Gautthier de Varennes who had much to do with Manitoba’s history a
few years later. In 1691 Admiral Tast was sent to Canada with a fleet of four-
teen vessels; but he arrived too late to attempt any operations in Hudson Bay
that season, and d’Iberville refused to serve in an expedition in which he would
do most of the work and the admiral receive most of the credit. So the admiral
took his fleet elsewhere.

In this same year, 1691, a French frigate appeared before Fort Nelson. Most
of Governor Phipps’ men were absent on a hunting expedition, and he could not
hope to hold the place for any length of time; but rather than give it up he
burned the fort and its contents and retired up the river. The French landed,
but found nothing to carry off; having no merchandise, they eould not obtain
furs from the Indians; and so they sailed away. In the spring of 1692 Fort
Nelson was rebuilt and made stronger than ever.

In 1692 the Hudson’s Bay Company made a determined effort to recover
Fort Albany. During the autumn three well-armed ships were dispatched to
Fort Nelson under the command of Captain Grimington and wintered there. As
soon as the harbor was free of ice in 1693 they sailed to the mouth of the
Albany ‘river. The men on hoard saw no signs of life in the fort as the ship
neared it, and no opposition was offered when they landed. In some surprise
they entered the fort and found but four inhabitants in the place. Three of




THE STORY OF MANITOBA 51

them were running away as fast as they could, and the fourth would probably
have followed, if he had been free; but he bad been manacled and confined in
the prison of the fort for the murder of the surgeon and Father Dalmas, the
priest who had been attached to the garrison. Grim tragedies had been enacted
in Fort Albany during the previous winter. Captain Grimington seems to have
gone on to Moose Fort and Fort Charles and retaken them for the company.

These successes of the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1693 gave the Company
of the North special reasons to renew its request to the king of France for ships
to capture Fort Nelson. D’Iberville, being in Paris about that time, seconded
the petition, and two ships were promised for the following year. Early in
August, 1694, the Poli and the Salamandre sailed from Quebec with d’Iberville
in command. His brother, de Serigny, captained one of the vessels, Jérémie was
one of the subordinate officers, and Father Marest went as chaplain. The ships
reached the mouth of the Nelson on September 24, and d’Iberville immediately
landed his men, cannon, ammunition, and stores. Batteries were erected within
500 yards of the fort, and the bombardment began.

Jérémie has given a deseription of the fort. Along the river front was a
crescent-shaped earthwork, connecting two bastions; one of these housed the
officers, while the other contained a kitchen, smithy, ete. Eight cannon were
mounted on the earthwork, and at its foot there was a platform on which six
more cannon were placed. There were four other bastions, apparently placed
at the angles of the palisade. These bastions were constructed of timber, and
were armed with cannon and swivel-guns. One of them was used as a warehouse
for furs and merchandise, a. second contained provisions, and a third sheltered
the men of the garrison. The total number of eannon and swivel-guns on the
defences was ninety-nine.

The bombardment began on September 25, but the fort was not to be taken
so readily as the others which had fallen into the hands of d’Iberville. The Eng-
lish made a stubborn defence; and Henry Kelsey, a young clerk in the service
of the company, distinguished himself by so many acts of bravery that, when
they were reported to the company, he received a grant of £40 in recognition of
his services. The French lost several men, de Chateauguay, one of d’Iberville’s
young brothers, being killed. The cannonade continued for three weeks; and
then the governor, finding his defences greatly weakened and his wooden bas-
tions in danger from fire and the explosions which would follow, thought it
unwise to prolong the struggle. The fort was surrendered on October 15th, and
the French hoisted their country’s flag over the coveted northern post. It was
renamed Fort Bourbon, and the river was called the Ste. Thérése. Some of the
English were allowed to go to Severn or Albany; others were kept as prisoners.
As the fort was well stocked with provisions, the French decided to remain there
for the winter. On July 20, 1695, d’Iberville sailed away, leaving a garrison of
sixty-seven men under de la Forest to hold the fort. Martigny was his lieuten-
ant, and Jérémie remained as interpreter and director of trade with the rank
of ensign. -

We are told that a foree sent overland from Canada took Fort Charles and
Moose Fort during the summer of 1694 ; but Albany seems to have remained in
the hands of the English after its capture by Captain Grimington and never to
have been recovered by the French. We are also told that in 1695 the Bona-
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venture and the Seaforth captured Moose Fort and Fort Charles for the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, leaving the French no fort on the bay except that at ?ort
Nelson. ;

As soon as d’Iberville’s capture of Fort Nelson was rfaported in London the
Hudson’s Bay Company petitioned the government for ships to retake the place.
It was too late to do anything that season; but in June, 1696, four ships com-
manded by William Allen sailed for the bay. The.French government had been
kept posted in regard to the intentions of the English, and three days be_fore the
little fieet sailed from England, two French men-of-war were sent to assist de la
Forest in the defence of Fort Bourbon. When they reached their destination,
they found that the English vessels had entered the mouth of the river a few
hours earlier. The French captains, knowing that their ships were no match for
the four British vessels and having no place in which to anchor, could do
nothing but sail away for France, leaving the garrison to its fate. One of their
ships never reached port, and it is supposed that she was wrecked in the ice of
Hudson Strait.

The English began to bombard the fort on August 29, and on the next day
they landed a force, preparatory to storming the place; but the French com-
mandant, seeing that the attacking force was far stronger than his own, decided
that further defence would lead to useless loss of life and offered to surrender.
The articles of capitulation, dated August 31, 1696, provided that de la Forest
and his men should march out with drums beating and flags flying, that they
should take with them their personal effects and the furs which they had
obtained in the preceding year, that they should be taken to the French port of
Placentia in Newfoundland, and that their priest should be at liberty to conduet
the exercises of religion among them. But in those times and in those far
northern waters neither English nor French were careful to observe the terms
of a surrender or the rights of property. The prisoners captured at Fort Nel-
son were not taken to Newfoundland, nor were they transferred to a French
ship to be taken to France; but they were carried to Portsmouth and confined in
a prison there for several months before being allowed to cross to Havre. The
English kept the furs found in the fort, and in this they may have been justified.

The influence of the French on Hudson Bay was at its lowest ebb. All the
efforts they had made for ten years to establish themselves there seemed wasted.
The brilliant achievements of d’Iberville—his reckless daring and strategy, his
swift attacks, his surprising captures—which had dazzled the Canadian people
for a decade, seemed utterly futile. The Company of the North had expended
money and effort to secure trading posts on the northern sea, but had received
small returns in furs or otherwise; and France had lent her aid, with no perma-
nent result exeept loss of ships and men. At the close of 1696 the Company of
the North does not seem to have had a single trading post on the shore of Hud-
son Bay, nor did the flag of France wave over a single fort there.




CHAPTER VI
THIRTY YEARS OF CONFLICT—/(Continued)

The year 1696 had reversed the positions of the French and English on the
shores of Hudson Bay, at least as far as Port Nelson was concerned. The
French were driven out in 1696 just as the English had heen driven out in 1694;
but the French had no more thought of accepting the outcome of the later year
as decisive than the English had of accepting the outcome of the earlier year.
The ministers of Louis XIV determined to send four men-of-war and a store
ship to the bay to restore French prestige there. They were the Pelican, Pal-
mier, Wesp, Profound, and Violent; and it was a foregone conclusion that the
command of the squadron would be given to d’Iberville.

During the summer of 1696 d’Iberville had been engaged in attacks on Brit-
ish settlements near the southern boundary of Acadie, but in the autumn he and
de Martigny with a small force of bushrangers and Indians had been sent to
drive the English out of Newfoundland. They did their work so rapidly and
thoroughly that by the end of the year St. John’s had been captured and before
the winter had passed all the English settlements along three hundred miles of
coast, with two or three exceptions, had been destroyed. The victorious raiders
were waiting in Placentia for an opportunity to complete their task, when the
French squadron came into that port on May 19, 1697. De Serigny, who was
in command, brought orders to his brother to take charge of the ships and pro-
ceed to Port Nelson. D’Iberville and de Martigny sent their men on board, and
early in July the ships sailed for their destination. ' ’

But the English government was awake to the danger which threatened the
fort on the shores of the northern bay. Four armed merchantmen had been
sent for its defence—the Hampshire of 52 guns, which had been recovered from
the French, the Dering of 36 guns, the Hudson’s Bay of 32, and a fire-ship
called the Owner’s Love. The last became separated from the others and was
lost, probably in the ice of Hudson Strait; but the rest entered the strait and
were soon followed by the ships of France. Both squadrons were caught in the
ice-pack, and at one time they were near enough to exchange shots; but the ice
hemmed them in so completely that they could not come to such close quarters
that either damaged the other. The French store-ship, the Violent, was crushed
by the ice; but the Pelican finally won her way out and sailed down the bay
without waiting for her three sister ships. She came to anchor in the mouth of
the Nelson on September 3.

Menaced by the French war-ship, Governor Bailey anxiously looked for the
vessels which he expected to bring him assistance and discharged a cannon now
and then as a signal to them. D’Iberville, the French commander, was no less
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additional ships to the harbor, and they
were as likely to be foes as friends. Two days passed slowly for all parties, and
early in the morning of September 5 three vessels were seen heading fO}‘ the
harbor. D’Iberville was so sure that they were his own ships that he weighed
anchor and sailed out to meet them; but he was soon undeceived, for the im.zom-
ing vessels hoisted British colors. Nevertheless his mistake saved the Pelz.ca‘n,
for she would have been battered to pieces in short order, if she had remained
in the river. As it was, her case was desperate, for her enemies were three to
one and they carried 120 guns to her 44.

But with the reckless bravery which always characterized him, d’Iberville
promptly decided to accept the odds against him and to fight rather than sur-
render. By skillful scamanship he got to the windward of his opponents, and
at half past nine the battle began. The I ampshire was in front of her consorts
and had to take the brunt of the Frenchman’s fierce attack; while they were
unable to help much in the early stages of the battle, owing to the clever way in
which the Pelican was manoeuvred. Then they attempted to cut down her rig-
ging with shot and so render her unmanageable, but they received more damage
than they gave. Presently the Pelican bore down upon the Hampshire, prepar-
atory to boarding; but she received a broadside which killed or wounded two
seore of her men and forced her to sheer off. For three hours the battle raged
with varying fortunes; but finally the Hampshire received such a deadly broad-
side that she sank with many of her crew. The Pelican herself was little
better than a wreck, and ninety of her men were dead or wounded; never-
theless she bore down on the Hudson’s Bay and the Dering to continue the battle
with them. The latter was too badly damaged to make any effective resistance,
so she made sail and escaped; the former kept up the fight for a short time and
then struck her flag. :

Two ships remained where four had floated in the morning, and there was
little to choose between victor and vanquished; for their spars and rigging were
shot away, their hulls were pierced in many places, and both were in a sinking
condition. A strong gale had sprung up from the east, and the captains could
do nothing but anchor and hope that their cables would hold and their shat-
tered hulls outride the storm. The French had about ninety prisoners, and
neither vessel had a boat large enough to have any chance of living in the
breakers along the low shore, if an attempt were made to land these men. Night
fell, and the gale increased in fury. About nine o’clock the cable of the English
ship parted, and she went ashore on a marsh eight miles from the fort. The sur-
vivors of her erew were able to wade to land, and when the morning came, they
made their way to the shelter of the fort. '

The men on board the Pelican were even more unfortunate than their oppo-
nents on the wrecked Hudson’s Bay, for their ship was driven ashore in a place
less favorable for landing, and eighteen of them were drowned in the attempt
1o wade ashore through the icy water. When they reached the land there was
1o friendly fort to shelter them, and they had to lie in the woods, half-frozen
in spite of their fires, subsisting upon boiled moss and seaweed. Under such
circumstances, they made little effort to keep their prisoners; and so, one by
one, most of the captured men straggled across to Fort Nelson.

anxious, for any hour might bring
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In a few days d’Iberville’s three delayed vessels reached the harbor, and at
once provisions, cannon, and fresh men were landed. On September 11 a
small party of French advanced to a wooded spot not far from the fort and made
a demonstration in order to draw the fire of the garrison, and this gave d’Iber-
ville an opportunity to land the remainder of his men and guns unmolested.
Then de Martigny was sent to Governor Bailey with a message. Blindfolded
at the gate, he was conducted to the governor and his council and presented
d’Iberville’s demand for the surrender of the fort; but Captain Smithsend,
whom the French had taken from the Perpetuana twelve years before, believed
that d’Iberville’s force was not in a position to maintain a long siege and urged
Bailey to defend the fort; so the governor refused to give it up. As soon as
d’Iberville had received the governor’s reply, the bombardment began. The
next day de Serigny was sent to the fort with a second demand for its surren-
der; but Bailey returned the same answer as before, and he and Smithsend en-
couraged their men with promises of rewards and of provision for the widows
of those killed to maintain the defense. The men responded bravely, and the
fighting continued. Both sides kept up a continuous fire from cannon and mus-
kets; attacks and counter-attacks were frequent; and both forces lost some of
their best men. The French were in a desperate plight, owing to searcity of
provisions, the near approach of winter, and the impossibility of escape if they
did not win; and they were ready to take any odds in an assault upon the fort.
De Serigny was sent once more to demand the surrender of the place, and finally
Bailey consented to give it up. There was much parleying about the terms of
the capitulation, but at last they were arranged; and on the next day Bailey,
with the survivors of his garrison and of the crews of the Hampshire and the
Hudson’s Bay, marched out of Fort Nelson, carrying arms and baggage, flags
flying, and drums beating. They made a brave show as they marched out, not
knowing what awaited them in the leagues of wilderness about them, and the
French could not refrain from giving them a cheer; then the French hastened to
occupy the captured post, and once more the fleur de lis was raised over Fort
Nelson. D’Iberville returned to France, leaving de Martigny in charge of the
French possessions on Hudson Bay. \

It is not likely that the French would have been left undisturbed to enjoy
the fruits of their victory, if a treaty had not been concluded between England
and France. These two nations had been the protagonists in a struggle which
had convulsed Europe for eight years; and the battles between colonial
forces and the ravages of border settlements in the northern half of the
American continent were only the remote episodes of that struggle. Both the
powers were weary of the war, which had brought little advantage to either.
It had cost France the best men in her armies and had utterly depleted her
resources. The loss of Namur in 1695 had been a heavy blow and had made
Louis XIV willing to ask for peace. Although success had rewarded the policy
of their king and some victories had been won by their army, the English were
as weary of the war as their opponents. Moreover, both nations wished a
respite in which to prepare for another struggle that statesmen foresaw in the
near future—the struggle over the Spanish Succession.

So on May 9, 1697, a few days after the French king had dispatched de
Serigny with a squadron for the capture of Fort Nelson, his commissioners
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met those of England and the other great powers at Ryswick near the I‘Ia.gue.
The treaty which they concluded was signed on September 30, 1697, a fortnight
after d’Iberville had successfully accomplished his task and capturgd Fort Nel-
son for the French. The treaty brought a temporary peace, but '1t' settled no
questions of sovereignty on the shores of Hudson Bay. The’ positions of the
contending parties there were left unchanged. The HllldSOIl s Bay Compax?y
retained Fort Albany, and it was the only post over which the flag of Britain
waved to indicate her claim to the vast region. Fort Nelson and the other
trading posts on the coast remained in the hands of France. ; :

The commission appointed to settle the details of the treaty of Ryswick qld
little, and the boundaries of the territories to be occupied by French and English
on Hudson Bay were never fixed. The fur companies appear to have traded
where they could, without regard to any “‘sphere of influence.”” We find that
the French rebuilt Fort Severn in 1702 and called it Neuve Savanne, and soon
after the English established a post not far from Fort Nelson. The trade of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, restricted to Fort Albany, had fallen to one-fifth
of what it had been ; and in 1700 it offered to let the Company of the North have
all the trade of the coast from Rupert’s River to the Albany, if it could have the
wrade of the remainder. No action was taken, however; and in the next year the
English company asked the government to send three men-of-war, a bomb-
vessel, and 250 soldiers to drive out the French and recover possession of the
whole coast of Hudson Bay. Nor was the French company more content to
abide by the treaty of Ryswick than its English rival. In 1704 it induced the
government officials in Canada to send an expedition overland for the capture
of Fort Albany, but the party had no d’Iberville to lead it and failed to accom-
plish its task. Many of the men were shot down before the gate of the fort;
and the others, after lingering in the neighboring woods for several days,
retired. Their only success was to ambush and kill the master and crew of a
sloop lying in the harbor, when they came ashore to aid the garrison in the fort.

In the same year the prinecipal ship of the Company of the North was cap-
tured by a British frigate before it could reach the bay, and the company was
obliged to ask the government of France for ships to carry relief to its forts
and to bring out the furs collected in them. This request was granted for two
years, but after that France needed her ships too badly elsewhere to send them
to the assistance of the company.

Fort Bourbon (Nelson) remained the principal post of the Company of the
North, but the proximity of the English interfered with the trade there, just as
the proximity of the French interfered with the trade of the Hudson’s Bay
Company at Fort Albany; and the dissatisfaction of the Indians with the busi-
ness methods of the French also tended to reduce the profits of the company.
The management of its affairs at Fort Bourbon was in the hands of a com-
mandant, De Martigny held the position for some years, and it was afterwards
given to Delisle. Except for one year, Jérémie remained at the fort until it
passed out of the hands of the French.

Life in the isolated northern post was lonely and monotonous enough for
the most part, but there was a brief interlude in the monotony during the
year 1704. In the summer an officer named Lagrange and his suite arrived
from France, and with them came a number of gay gentlemen and fair ladies.
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For some months the dreary fort was the scene of life such as it had never
known before and as never known since. Hunting parties and picnics oceupied
the days, suppers and dances made the evenings pass too quickly, and the bare
rooms of the commandant’s residence rang with song and laughter.

Jérémie was the commandant’s lieutenant for many years, but in 1707 he
obtained leave of absence and went to France. He returned the next year,
bearing a ecommission from the king as ecommandant of the fort, and found con-
ditions there bad indeed. Delisle, the commandant whom he was to succeed, was
ill from exposure and lack of proper food and died soon after. No French ship
had arrived for a year, and provisions and ammunition were almost exhausted.
The Indians had come down with their furs; but they eould not dispose of them,
for the French had no goods to give them in exchange and could only urge them
to wait week after week for the ship which did not come. The savages were
in an ugly mood, and the longer they waited the more bitter their resentment
toward the French became. The French dared not sell their dwindling store
of ammunition, and without it the natives could not procure food. Starvation
threatened them as well as the unfortunate garrison.

In August, 1708, Jérémie sent his lieutenant, two traders, and six men of his
garrison into the woods to hunt, hoping that they could secure a small supply
of food. The nine men camped one night near a band of Indians who had been
friendly up to that time. These Indians were starving, although they had
plenty of furs which they had brought from the interior for sale. During the
evening a few of them crept up to the French camp and found the hunters
feasting on game which they had shot and then crept back to their own camp
to report. Some of the squaws decoyed two of the Frenchmen to the Indian
camp, and these were killed as soon as they approached it. Their comrades,
suspecting no danger, retired to rest, and all but one were murdered in their
sleep. This man was wounded, stripped, and left for dead; but when the sav-
ages had retired, he got up and made his way through thirty miles of forest
to the fort.

The French had a small post called Phillipeaux not far from Fort Bourbon,
and as Jérémie had but nine men left to defend the two posts against the attack
of the Indians which he hourly expected, he decided to abandon Phillipeaux
and remove the small quantity of provision and goods stored in it to the larger
fort. Before this task was completed the angry Indians swooped down upon
the abandoned post and helped themselves to a supply of the ammunition which
they needed so much. The position of the French during the following winter
was precarious indeed. They were few in number, provisions were scarce, and
they were surrounded by Indians who were starving. The proximity of the
new English post was a blessing ; for it was well supplied with goods for barter
with the natives and so drew away some of Jérémie’s unpleasant neighbors.
Many of the Indians died from want of food during that terrible winter, and
cases of cannibalism among them were frequently reported.

Jérémie’s term as commandant of Fort Bourbon lasted six years, and the
first of them was scarcely more trying than those which followed. Twice after
that hard winter of 1708-9 the ships of the French company failed to bring
relief to the starving men at Fort Bourbon, and twice their ships were inter-
cepted by the British and eaptured or destroyed. The expected War of the
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Spanish Succession had broken out in 1702 and continued for eight years; and
so long as it continued French merchant ships fared badly on the northgrn
seas. It was not until 1813 that the Providence reached Fort Bourbon with
relief for the worn garrison, and in that year all the territory about Hudson
Bay passed out of the hands of Franece forever. Fort Nelson was forpa.lly
restored to the British in the next year; and proud as he was of the commission
received directly from his king, Commandant Jérémie must have been glad that
his term of service on the northern coast was ended.

The War of the Spanish Succession was caused by the attempt of Louis XIV
to unite France and Spain so closely that the coalition could dominate Europe
and obtain possession of both American continents. But there was never a more
futile war. Fate, rather than the armies of his opponents, broke down the plans
of the French king. The war brought his kingdom to the verge of ruin, and it
exhausted the nations arrayed against him; so when he asked for peace, they
were ready to grant it. Commissioners met at Utrecht to frame a treaty, and
in the negotiations which followed the original cause of the war was tacitly
ignored.

The treaty was signed on March 31 (O. S.), 1713. Among other things
it provided that the region bordering on Hudson Bay should become British
territory, that the French were to evacuate all posts held by them on the bay
inside of six months, that commissioners would be appointed to fix the boundaries
between the French and British possessions in America, and that the Hudson’s
Bay Company would receive compensation for damage done to its posts, ships,
and goods during the war.

On June 5, 1714, two of the ships of the Hudson’s Bay Company sailed from
Gravesend for Fort Nelson. Captain Knight, who had been appointed as its
governor, and Henry Kelsey, who was to act as his deputy, were on board; and
they carried the queen’s commission, authorizing the governor to receive the
surrender of the territory previously held by France and a mandate from the
French king to Jérémie, ordering him to make the surrender. Fort Nelson was
reached on July 25; and in a few days Jérémie, already advised by a French ship
of the terms of the treaty, formally gave up all the French forts on the bay,
with the arms, ammunition, and provisions in them, to Britain. Thus passed
the French dream of dominion on Hudson Bay.



CHAPTER VII
ACTIVITY IN THE NORTH

In the forty-three years, which elapsed between the signing of the charter
granted to the Hudson’s Bay Company and the signing of the treaty of Utrecht,
the company had established seven trading posts on the shores of the bay.
They were located at the mouths of the Bast Main, Rupert’s, Moose, Albany,
Severn, Nelson, and Churchill Rivers. The company had made little effort to
penetrate the interior or secure the trade of distant Indian tribes. The long
contest between England and France for the awnership of the coast doubtless
deterred the company from such an extension of its business as would have
been almost inevitable, had the first forty-three years of its life been years of
peace. It was scarcely justified in opening posts in the interior, when the for-
tunes of war might give them to the French.

Even in a time of peace some of the directors of the company were in favor
of slow-going, cautious methods of business that would not require any large
additions to the small capital with which the company started its operations.
Much depended on the character and ability of the governors placed in eharge
of its distant trading posts. Some were content to do business in the same way
year after year; but others, adventurous, keen-witted, and indefatigable, were
eager to push their way further and further into the wilderness, making great
discoveries, coming in contact with new tribes, finding richer fur districts, and
extending the operations of the company as widely as possible. For two hundred
years the company had a splendid list of such men among its factors, and
there are no more heroic figures in history than many of these men. Yet they
had no thought of posing as heroes. To find new paths through the forests, new
routes across the plains, new passes through the mountains; to discover and
map out great rivers and lakes; to build new forts and trading posts; to blaze
trails for future trade and settlement across a country larger than many an
empire of Europe—these were just parts of their day’s work. The world owes
much to these men, for they were more than mere traders. Their explorations,
their records of events, and their observations on the inhabitants, fauna, and
flora of the districts which they traversed, have added much to human knowledge
and greatly aided the spread of eivilization.

At the head of a long list of worthy names we may place that of a mere
youth, Henry Kelsey. He entered the company’s service when eighteen years
of age, and from the first showed unusual energy and ambition. Adventurous,
fond of travel, and quick to acquire Indian languages and adopt native modes
of life in the wilderness, he resembled the courcurs des bois who pushed their
way into the remote pays d’en haut from Quebec. In 1688 this lad volunteered
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to go north from Fort Nelson and find a suitable site for a.post on the Churchill
River. We have no detailed record of the journey, but it seems to have been
successful, for a small fort was soon erected on the river which for many years
marked the northern limit of the company ’s operations on the coast of the bay.
Three years later Geyer, the company’s governor at Fort Nelson, sent Kelsey
on another journey. The young explorer left the fort on .July 5, 1§91, and
proceeded up the river to Dering’s Point (probably some point on Split Lake)
to meet the ‘Assiniboines who assembled there on their trading trips. He tells
us that he met them at that place and travelled with them by water seventy-one
miles. Then they beached their canoes and travelled through a wooded country
for three hundred and sixteen miles. Passing over open prairie for forty-six
miles, they traversed a country broken by lakes, swamps, and rivers for eighty-
one miles; and in this region buffalo and beaver were very plentiful. Retracing
his steps for fifty-four miles, Kelsey finally found the tribe he wished to meet,
the Naywatamee-poets. After various adventures he returned to Fort Nelson,
dressed in Indian garb and accompanied by an Indian wife. It is difficult tor
know just where Kelsey travelled, as he was not careful to give the directions
taken in his journey ; but he probably went from a point on the Nelson River to
some part of the valley of the Saskatchewan. We may consider him the first
Englishman to penetrate the interior of the present province of Manitoba from
the north. He took possession of the districts which he traversed on behalf of
the Hudson’s Bay Company. '

The years which followed the treaty of Utrecht were a period of great
prosperity for the Hudson’s Bay Company ; but while there was some extension
of its trade towards the interior, the tendency was to push exploration and trade
to the north rather than the south and west. There were two reasons for this
tendency ; first, the oft-repeated tales of gold and other precious metals to be
found somewhere in the far north; and second, the persistent belief that a sea
route would be found leading from Hudson Bay to the Orient. The Hudson’s
Bay Company was quite willing to reap the advantage which would acerue to
it from the discovery of precious metals, but it took little interest in the discovery
of a northwest passage; nevertheless some people insisted that it was the
special duty of the company to seek for this passage, because of certain clauses
in its charter. The Indians on the Churchill River had told Captain Knight
of rich mines of copper on some river in the north, and he finally persuaded
the directors to fit out an expedition to search for them and to make other dis-
coveries in that direction. On June 4, 1719, Captain Knight received orders
from the company to take ‘‘the Albany frigate, Capt. George Barlow, and the
Discovery, Capt. David Vaughan, commander, upon a discovery to the north-
ward;’’ and the order says further, ‘‘with the first opportunity of wind and
weather, to depart from Gravesend on your intended voyage, and by God’s
permission to find out the Straits of Anian, and to discover gold and other
valuable commodities to the northward.’”’

The ships were well provisioned, they had a stock of goods for trade, they
were supplied with tools for mining, and they ecarried strong, iron-bound boxes
in which to bring home the ‘‘gold and other valuable commodities.”” The months
passed, and although no word came from the ships, no anxiety was felt, because
they were expected to winter in the bay. Two of the company’s ships made
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trading trips to the north during the summer of 1719—the Prosperous which
sailed from Port Nelson on June 19 and returned on August 10, and the Success,
which sailed from the mouth of the Churchill on July 2 and came back on
August 10. Neither had seen any trace of Captain Knight’s ships, but this did
not cause any uneasiness; nor was the public seriously alarmed when the summer
of 1720 passed without any message from them. In the summer of 1721 the
Prosperous under Henry Kelsey and the Success under Capt. James Napper
sailed north from Port Nelson on June 26. The latter was wrecked four days
after she sailed; but the former returned safely on September 2, although she
brought no information about Captain Knight’s vessels.

‘When the third summer came with no news of the missing ships, grave fears
for their safety were felt, and the company sent orders to Capt. John Scroggs
of the sloop Whalebone, which had sailed from Gravesend on May 21, 1721,
and had wintered in the bay, to make a search for Captain Knight’s vessels.
Scroggs was absent when the order arrived, having sailed from the Churchill
in June to trade with the Esquimaux; and when he returned it was too late to
do anything that season. He set sail as early as possible in the spring of 1723
and for five weeks searched vainly for traces of the lost ships. Their fate
remained a mystery for forty-eight years, and then relics were found which
told their story—one more of the grim tragedies of the northern seas. In 1767
the crew of one of the company’s ships engaged in the whale fishery landed on
a point of Marble Island and found there anchors, chains, tools, and other
articles which had plainly belonged to the Albany and the Discovery; and the
ebb tide revealed the broken hulls of the missing ships themselves. Two years
later the crew of another whaling ship heard from the lips of an aged Esquimaux
the story of sickness and starvation which carried off the luckless men who had
sailed with Captain Knight in 1719.

These voyages of discovery in the north had cost loss of life and ships and
had added little valuable information about the coast and its resources; so it
was only natural for the company to discontinue them and to give attention
to the extension of trade in other directions. A post had been built on the spot
beside the Churchill River, which Kelsey had selected in 1688; but this was
abandoned in 1718, and a new wooden fort was erected five miles further down
the stream and named Fort Prince of Wales. But there was always the possi-

bility of a new war with France; and while wooden forts were useful defences

against hostile Indians, they had not proved effective against cannon in the
attacks made by d’Iberville’s forces. These facts led the company to strengthen
the fortifications of its most important posts, those at Port Nelson and the mouth
of the Churchill. So in 1734 skilled military engineers began the construction
of fortifications which ultimately made Fort Prince of Wales one of the strong-
est fortresses in North America. The walls were from twenty-five feet to forty-
two feet thick at their foundations, and were mounted with forty-nine heavy
cannon. At each of the four corners of the walls a strong bastion was built,
three of them containing bomb-proof storehouses and the fourth containing the
magazine. There were covered passages in various directions. At first the
parapets of the walls were constructed of timber brought from the abandoned
fort up the river, but in 1746 the company replaced these with stone parapets.
The fort was about three hundred feet on each side, and within the walls were
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two houses, a dwelling, and a building for offices. Joseph Robson, who “.'as.the
engineer in charge of the work for some years, tells us that one of th.ese bu'lldll'lgs
was one hundred and ten and one-half feet long, thirty-three feet wide, with side
walls seventeen feet high, and roof covered with lead.

In 1720 the Hudson’s Bay Company began to push its operations inland and
built Henley House on the Albany one hundred and fifty miles above the fort at
its mouth. Ten years later a new fort was erected on the site of the old post
at the mouth of the Moose River, and about the same time Richmond Fort was
built on Richmond Bay at the mouth of the Whale River; but the latter was not
a profitable post and was subsequently abandoned. In 1732 a new post was
established on the Flude River, a branch of the East Main. In 17 60 orders were
issued for the construction of a new and stronger fort on the Severn, its site to
be as far up the river as possible. i Z

War broke out between England and France in 1744, and the Hudson’s
Bay Company was fearful of attacks on its forts by French warships or by
forces marching overland from Quebec. This accounts for the strengthening of
many of these forts and for the increase in their garrisons. The governors oi-
all of them were ordered to keep prepared for an attack at any moment.
Moose Fort was to be guarded most carefully, as it would be the first point of
attack by any force coming from Canada, and its garrison was increased to
forty-eight men. The garrison at Fort Nelson was raised to the same strength.

After the failure of the Hudson’s Bay Company to find a northwest passage
in the years from 1719 to 1723 no further efforts in that direction were made for
several years. Then Arthur Dobbs began to urge the company to remew the
search, and he kept up the agitation so persistently that the matter assumed
the importance of a public question. As a result of his representations the com-
pany sent two ships on the quest in 1737. The Churchill under Capt. James
Napper and the Musquash under Capt. Robert Crow were dispatched from
Fort Prince of Wales on July 7 with instructions to seek an outlet from the bay
on the northwest. Captain Napper died a month after sailing and his ship
returned to port on August 18; the other vessel came back four days later.
Neither crew had accomplished anything of importance.

The Hudson’s Bay Company had no commercial advantage to gain from the
discovery of the northwest passage and was naturally unwilling to expend more
capital in the search for it; but the irrepressible Dobbs continued to write and
speak about the matter until public opinion compelled the government to take
it up. The Admiralty finally detailed the bomb-ketch Furnace and a small
vessel called the Discovery for this service and appointed Capt. Christopher
Middleton to command the expedition The ships sailed westward in June,
1741, and spent some time in exploring the northern part of Hudson Bay in
a cursory manner; but no new information of importance was brought back.

In 1746 parliament passed an act to encourage exploration for a northwest
passage, offering a reward of £20,000 for its disecovery. Under such encourage-
ment a Northwest Association was formed, which dispatched the Dobbs Galley,
Capt. William Moor, and the California, Capt. Francis Smith, to the northern
sea. Henry Ellis accompanied them as agent of the association. The crews
had signed for a three years’ cruise; and the ships were well supplied with
naval and military stores, presents for the natives of the new lands to be dis-
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covered, and goods for trade. Bonuses were promised to the officers and men,
if the voyage were sueccessful in its purpose.

The ships sailed from England on May 10, and a man-of-war conveyed them
for a part of the voyage. They cruised about Hudson Bay for several weeks,
and in September entered the mouth of the Hayes River where they were to
pass the winter. A large log building, called Montague House, was erected to
shelter the party during the winter. The relations between Governor Norton
and the officers of the ships were far from cordial ; and there was much suffering
among the erews on account of scurvy and other diseases. Early in the following

June the ships sailed out of the river and resumed their search for the passage
 to India. Nothing of importance was discovered, except that the so-called
Wager Strait, which some had hoped might lead to the passage, was not a strait
at all but a narrow bay. The ships made sail for home in August and reached
Plymouth two months later. ‘‘Thus ended a voyage of great expectation, with-
ont suecess, but not without effect, as we had the possibility and probability of
a Northwest Passage, having observed and studied the tides, currents, fogs, winds,
and ice—as well as the natives of the land and character of the Hsquimaux.’’

Unable to induce the Hudson’s Bay Company to make any further efforts to
discover the northwest passage, Dobbs and his friends attacked the standing of
the company itself. They had sufficient influence in parliament to secure the
appointment of a special committee in March, 1748, which was directed ‘‘to
inquire into the state and condition of the countries and trade of Hudson’s
Bay, and also the right the company pretend to have by charter to the property
of the land, and exclusive trade to those countries.”” The inquiry lasted two
months; and the enemies of the company strove to show that its monopoly should
be revoked and the trade thrown open to all who wished to engage in it, and
that the lands covered by its charter should be forfeited and re-granted to any
persons who would occupy and improve them. It was pointed out that the
company had occupied none of the immense area granted to it except the few
small sites of its trading posts. Many witnesses were examined, but the final
decision of the committee was very favorable to the company.

Even in times of peace the company found itself unable to maintain the
monopoly of the fur trade which it claimed under its charter. The fact that
its territory had been ceded to Britain by France in the treaty of Utrecht did
not keep the French from securing a part of its trade. Traders from Quebec
pushed further and further into its territory, securing some of its richest furs.
There was a French post on the upper part of the Moose River and another on
the Albany not far from IHenley House, and Governor Norton is reported o
have said in 1739 that the French had a settlement (post) not more than one
hundred and twenty miles from Fort Prince of Wales. The company wished
the government to make good the promise of protection contained in its charter
by keeping French trading ships out of Hudson Bay and restricting the Quebee
traders to the east and south of a fixed line.

This seems to have led the Lords of Trade and Plantations to ask the company
in 1750 for descriptions of the boundaries of its territory and maps of the same,
especially of those parts which were near settlements made by the French. The
company’s reply stated its position and added that the boundaries between its
territory and the French possessions were to be settled by the commissioners
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whose appointment had been provided for in.the treaty of Utrecht. ' Although
thirty-seven years had passed, the commissioners h.ad not de'termlned these
boundaries. Two years later the company took occasion to remind ;the govern-
ment that another matter, whose settlement had been provided fqr in tl.le same
treaty, had never been dealt with, and that was the company ’s claim against the
French for damages. The government was not to be hurried, however, and fa:te
took one of the questions out of the discussion a few years later.. Wolfe’s vie-
tory on the Plains of Abraham and the subsequent treaty of Paris gave Canada
to the British. 1

In the meantime the Hudson’s Bay Company, mindful of its own interests
and perhaps urged forward by the public sentiment which had found a spokesman
in Arthur Dobbs, had made another attempt to explore the interior of its vast
domain. In the year 1754 James Isham, the governor of York Factory, had in
his staff a bookkeeper named Anthony Hendry. This young man was a native
of the Isle of Wight, who had been outlawed for smuggling and who was trying
to start life anew in the northern post. He had asked for exploratory work,
and the governor sent him south to the prairies beyond the Saskatchewan.
Four hundred Assiniboines had ecome down to the fort with their catch of furs,
and when they started on their return trip, Hendry went with them. Following
up the Hayes River and the Nelson, they crossed Lake Winnipeg about the end
of July and began the ascent of the Saskatchewan. After they had followed
the river for a few miles, they turned off to the southwest, and reached the
distriet west of Lake Winnipegosis. Hendry tried to induce the Assiniboines
living there to trade with York Fort, but was told that they preferred to take
their furs to the French post at the mouth of the Pasquia River.

Continuing his journey to the west, Hendry finally came to the wide plains
where the Blackfeet dwelt. Four horsemen came to conduet him to a village
of that nation where he counted three hundred and twenty-two tents. He gave
the headmen presents and invited the chief to trade with the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany ; but afterwards he learned that this displeased the Assiniboines who did
not wish the Blackfeet to leave their native plains. Wherever he went, Hendry
tried to draw the Indian trade away from the French and secure it for the
company which he served, and when spring came he had an immense quantity
of fur. On April 28, with canoes well laden, Hendry began his return trip.
At every camping place canoes filled with furs joined his until a flotilla of
sixty was floating down the broad Saskatchewan. When he reached the French
Fort at the mouth of the Pasquia, the trader in charge of it asked Hendry to be
his guest. Almost before the Englishman knew what had happened, the French
had given his Indians ten gallons of brandy and had purchased the best of
their furs. Coaxing them away from the over-hospitable French, Hendry
took his Indians and their depleted cargoes of fur down to Fort York, which he
reached on June 20.

Hendry had done valuable work for the Hudson’s Bay Company, had the
directors been wise enough to appreciate it; but the factors at the bay did not
believe his reports of Indian tribes which used horses and did not relish his
advice about methods of securing more of the inland trade. The minutes of the
company show that he was given a gratuity of £20 for his work, but he was
disappointed in his hopes of being sent on another exploratory journey.
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Released from the menace of attack by the French, the Hudson’s Bay
Company extended its operations widely in the years which followed the cession
of Canada to England. It began by exploring the great district to the west and
northwest of Fort Prince of Wales. Moses Norton was governor there, and the
reports of a great river far to the north and of copper to be found along its
banks, which the Indians continued to bring him, led him to urge the directors
of the company to explore the region. He had recommended Samuel Hearne,
then employed by the company as mate of the brig Charlotte, for this service,
and the company accepted his recommendation. Hearne was instructed to make
‘‘an inland journey, far to the north of the Churchill, to promote an extension
of our trade, as well as for the discovery of a northwest passage, copper mines,
ete.”” He was also to determine the latitude and longitude of important points,
estimate distances, note the course and depth of rivers, observe the character of
the soil and its products, and to take possession of all places likely to be of
advantage to the company.

. The guns of Fort Prince of Wales gave Hearne a farewell salute when he
set out on November 6, 1769, with instruments, tools, and provisions for his
assistants and Indian guides. When he was about two hundred miles away from
the fort, his guides deserted him, carrying off a part of his tools and ammunition ;
and so he was forced to return to the fort after an absence of thirty-seven days.
On the 23 of February he started out again with five Indians and a small
supply of provision. As it was necessary to stop frequently to secure game for
food, Hearne could not proceed very rapidly. In spite of their efforts, the men
were often without food for days together and were reduced to using their shoes
and parts of their fur clothing to prevent death from starvation. Keeping
on in a northwest direction, they ultimately reached some point in the Barren
Lands. Here on August 11 an accident befell Hearne’s quadrant while he
was taking an observation of the sun to determine his latitude, and this forced
him to return. He reached the fort in November.

Resting for a few days only, Hearne set out on his third journey into the
interior on December 7, 1770. On this trip he was accompanied by the Indian
chief Matonabee, who acted as leader of his guides. Pushing on through the
snow, the party reached a place called Clowey in the spring. A large party of
Indians had assembled there to make a raid on the Esquimaux, and Hearne trav-
eled north with them. Their women, children, dogs, and heavy baggage were left
there, and a rapid dash northward brought them to the Coppermine River on
July 14. On the way Hearne meet the Copper Indians, who had never seen a
white man before, and smoked the peace-pipe with them. Descending the Copper-
mine, Hearne reached the Arctic Ocean on July 18, and after taking possession
of the region for the Hudson’s Bay Company, he turned southward. Keeping
to the westward of the trail which he had taken north, Hearne reached Lake
Athabasca on December 24, 1771. He spent the winter in that district, and in
the spring turned his steps eastward, arriving at Fort Prince of Wales on the
29th day of June, 1772.

In 1778 Governor Norton sent Hearne south to the Saskatchewan where he
established a post, afterward known as Cumberland House, which became an
important centre of trade.

The company was not unmindful of the debt it owed Hearne for his wide
Vol. I— . 5
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explorations, the friendly relations bt.etween it and the natiYes which he had
promoted, and the increased trade W_l.nch he had secured for it; and soon after
the position of governor at Fort Prmce.of Waleg became vacant through the
death of Moses Norton, Hearne was appointed to it. -Unfortunayely he did not
show in this position the courage, energy, and determination which had charae-
terized him in his explorations. :

War had broken out once more between England and her old-tlme enemy,
France; and the French determined to strike England in her dlstant. posses-
sions on Hudson Bay, as had been done in the brave days of d’Iberville. In
1782 Admiral de la Pérouse was sent there with the Sceptre, of seventy-four
guns, and the Astarte and the Engageante, of thirty-six guns each, to destroy
the forts of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He reached the mouth of the Churchill
on August 8, much disappointed to find that the company’s ships, which he
expected to capture in the bay, had eluded him. He was short of provision and
ammunition and was in no condition to capture such a stronghold as Fort Prince
of Wales, had it been bravely defended by an adequate garrison. But the force
there consisted of thirty-nine men only, and Hearne seems to have been stricken
with terror by the approach of a force of four hundred, Frenchmen on the
morning of the 9th. Snatching up a white table cloth, he used it as a flag of
truce and secured opportunity for a parley. As a result of the parley the place
was surrendered without a shot being fired. The surprised French admiral
transferred part of the cannon, ammunition, and provisions to his poorly
supplied ships, and then gave his men permission to loot the place. He ordered
his engineers to destroy its fortifications; but they were so strongly constructed
that most of the works were intact after two days’ efforts to blow them up.

On August 11th, Admiral de la Pérouse sailed away to repeat his success
at the mouth of the Nelson. Umfreville, who was in York Factory at the time
of its capture, tells the story in the following words:

““The first notice we had of an enemy’s being on the coast was on the 20th
of August, 1782, in the evening, at which time the Company’s ship was lying in
the roads, and had been for five days, without having the least intimation of this
event, although Mons. La Pérouse, by his own account, had been sounding Port
Nelson River on the 18th. The next day, August 21st, the weather being ex-
tremely fine and calm, it afforded the enemy an opportunity to land their men
with safety, which they attempted in fourteen boats, provided with mortars,
cannon, scaling ladders, and about three hundred men, exclusive of marines.

““Our number of men consisted of sixty English and twelve Indians, who be-
haved extremely well to us, and evineed their regard to us by every exertion in
their power. The defense of York consisted of thirteen cannon, twelve and nine
pounders, which formed a half-moon battery in the front of the Factory; but it
being thought probable that the enemy might come in the night and turn these
guns against us, they were overset to prevent the French from taking this ad-
vantage. On the ramparts were twelve swivel guns mounted on ecarriages,
which might have annoyed the enemy in the most effectual manner. Every
kind of small arms were in plenty and good condition within the fort. We had
likewise ammunition in great store, and the people seemed to be under no appre-
hension. A fine rivulet of fresh water ran within the stockades; there were also
about thirty head of cattle, and as many hogs, with a great quantity of salt
provisions of different kinds.
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‘“August 22. Two Indian scouts were sent to obtain intelligence, who re-
turned in about three hours and gave it as their opinion that the enemy must be
nigh at hand, as they heard several guns fired in the vicinity of the fort. About
sunset we could plainly discern a large fire behind us, kindled by the French, as
we supposed, to refresh themselves before the attack the next day.

““August 23. It was observed at daylight that the Company’s ship had
taken advantage of a fine breeze at S.W. and prudently shaped her course for
England, unperceived by the enemy. About 10 o’clock this morning the enemy
appeared before our gates; during their approach a most inviting opportunity
offered itself to be revenged on our invaders by discharging the guns on the
ramparts, which must have done great execution; but a kind of tepid stupefac-
tion seemed to take possession of the Governnor (Humphrey Martin) at this
time of the trial, and he peremptorily declared that he would shoot the first
man who offered to fire a gun. Accordingly, as the place was not to be defended,
he, resolving to be beforehand with the French, held out a white flag with his
own hand, which was answered by the French officer’s showing his pocket-
handkerchief.

““Under this flag of truce a parley took place, when the Governor received a
summons wrote in English. In this summons two hours were granted to consult
about our situation; but this indulgence was made no use of, and the place was
most ingloriously given up in about ten minutes, without one officer being con-
sulted, or a council assembled ; so that this fort, which might have withstood the
united efforts of double the number of those by which it was assailed in an
attack with small arms, was surrendered to a half-starved, wretched group of
Frenchmen, worn out with fatigue and hard labor, in a country they were entire
strangers to. From the nature of their attack by the way of Port Nelson River,
they could not use their mortars or artillery, the ground being very bad, and
interspersed with woods, thickets and bogs, by which they were so roughly
handled in the course of their march that I verily believe they had not fifty
pairs of shoes in their whole army.. The difficulties of their march must appear
very conspicuous when it is considered they were a whole day in marching
seven miles.”’

The men of the garrison were made prisoners; and after the French had
taken some of the contents of the fort, it was burned. The company lost furs,
provisions, and other property amounting to many thousands of pounds.

Fort Prinee of Wales has never been rebuilt, and stands today much as the
French admiral left it one hundred and thirty years ago. Like the ruins of
Louisburg on the far eastern coast of Canada, this fortress on her northern
shore is a monument of the centuries of war between Britain and France. Dr.
Bell has said: ‘‘Its site admirably chosen, its design and armament once per-
fect ; interesting still as a relic of bygone strife, but useful now only as beacon
for the harbor it had failed to protect.”’






CHAPTER VIII
GREAT FRENCH EXPLORERS

For a hundred years after the Hudson’s Bay Company had received its
charter from Charles I1, it was content to transact its business at seven or eight
forts along the coast of the bay and a few posts not far inland; but it neglected
the vast interior and the enormous quantity of furs to be obtained there. It
was far otherwise with the enterprising traders and the adventurous coureurs
des bois of Quebec; for they had penetrated into the most distant parts of the
territory claimed by the English company and were drawing away a large part
of its trade.

Between the years 1659 and 1663 Radisson and Groseilliers had found their
way west to the border of the prairies and north to Hudson Bay; and when the
chartered companies and the government of Canada compelled these daring men
to discontinue their trading trips into the uncharted wilderness, their trails
were taken up by others. We know that Duluth had a fort on the Nepigon Lake
in 1684, and it is quite likely that he reached the site of the city which bears his
name about the same time. We are told that de Noyen, a Canadian from Three
Rivers, spent the winter of 1688 with Indians on an island in the Lake of the
Woods and that he left a detailed deseription of the route to it. De la Nous,
who had charge of a fort at Kaministiquia from 1717 to 1721, suggested that a
fort should be built on Rainy Lake. Such facts make it more than probable that
some of these early traders found their way to the prairie country west of the posts
which they occupied; and we know that a French half-breed, named Joseph la
France, went from Lake Superior to Hudson Bay between the years 1739 and
1742, following the route which nature seems to have designed for canoemen.
He traversed that chain of rivers and small lakes which connects Liake Superior
with Rainy Lake, crossed it, and descended Rainy River to the Lake of the
‘Woods; traversed this beautiful sheet of water and went down the Winnipeg
River; paddled down the length of Lake Winnipeg; followed the connected
waters which lead from it to the Hayes River; and then followed that stream
to the bay. But there was no organized attempt to explore the great plains
of the west until it was made by a high-minded, intrepid citizen of Three
Rivers, whose name is one of the most illustrious in Canadian history.

The small town of Three Rivers in Quebeec is connected with the early his-
tory of Manitoba and the west in many ways. It was the home of Groseilliers
and Radisson, the adventurers who were probably the first white men to find
their way from the Great Lakes, to the western plains and the northern sea; it
was the home of Duluth and De Noyen ; and it was the birth-place of one greater
than any of these. In the latter part of the seventeenth century the governor
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of this little walled town beside the St. Lawrence was René G?_mlthler de Yar—
ennes, and on the 17th of November, 1685, a son was born to him who r.ecelw?d
the name of Pierre. The boy received such education as could be obtaln'ed in
the colony at the time, and when only twelve years of age begame a cadet in the
army. In 1704 he was a member of the force Wh%ch de Rouville led on a winter
raid against the New England settlements, and in the next year he went .Wlt,h
Subercase to attack St. John’s, Newfoundland. In 1706 he received an ensign’s
commission in a Brittany regiment then serving in Flanders and fought Wlth.lt
for three years in the War of the Spanish Succession. At Malp%aquet he dis-
tinguished himself by many acts of bravery, was wounded nine tl.mes, and le.eft
for dead on the field. He recovered, however, and soon after quit the service
to return to Canada and engage in the fur trade. In a year or two he was mar-
ried to the daughter of a Canadian gentleman named Dandonneau, and made his
home on the island of Dupas in the St. Lawrence not far from Three Rivers.
Four sons were born to him, and all of them were to play a part in the history
of the west.

For several years the father managed a trading post on the St. Maurice River
called La Gabelle; but in 1726 he was sent to take charge of a fort on Lake Nepi-
gon, where Duluth had been stationed forty-four years earlier, and where Radis-
son had traded thirty years before that. This Pierre Gaulthier de la Vérendrye,
to give him his full title, was a man of high purpose, and for years he had brooded
over the possibility of finding that elusive water-route to the western sea, which
had lured so many dauntless explorers into the west and north; and perhaps
the hope of a chance to engage in the search led him west to the Nepigon.

Among the Indians who ecame west to trade at la Vérendrye’s fort was a
man named Ochagach, who lived on the Kaministiquia about a hundred miles
away. He gave the commandant of the post very interesting accounts of a
journey which he had once made to the west, of a great lake there, and of a large
river flowing out of it to the westward. He said that he had paddled down this
river until he reached a point where the tide rose and fell, and that he had been
told of a great salt lake or sea into which it emptied. He had also heard that
large ships came from some land across this sea, and that on its shores were
strange men who wore armor and rode upon horses.

To la Vérendrye it seemed that, if these tales were true, the sea could be no
other than the long-sought western ocean and that if it were so near, there
should be little difficulty in finding a route to it. Inspired with the desire to
discover it, la Vérendrye went to the governor of Canada, the Marquis de Beau-
harnois, in 1730 and outlined a plan for an exploring expedition into the far
west. He showed a rough map of the route to be taken, which Ochagach had
drawn on birch bark. His arguments were seconded by- the reports made by
Father Gonor, who had established a mission among the Sioux in 1727. Finally
la Vérendrye was permitted to leave his fort in order to take an expedition into
the interior, but the government could give him no money for the purpose.
However, it gave him a monopoly of the fur trade in the regions he might ex-
plore, and this concession induced the merchants of Montreal to form a company
to promote the enterprise. La Vérendrye put all his own money into it.

Early in the summer of 1731 Ia Vérendrye set out. He was accompanied
by three of his sons, Jean-Baptiste, Pierre, and Francois, and by his nephew,
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Christopher Dufrost de la Jemeraye; and Father Mesaiger joined them on the
way. They followed the usual route by the Ottawa, Lake Nipissing, French
River, Lake Huron, and Lake Superior to the Grand Portage of the Pigeon
River. The long journey which they had made and the unknown difficulties
before them so discouraged some of la Vérendrye’s men that they would not go
further; he therefore camped for the winter at Kaministiquia with these men
and sent Jemeraye and one of his sons forward with the remainder of the party.
They penetrated the forest for a hundred leagues, and having reached the outlet
of Rainy Lake, they built Fort St. Pierre near the present town of Fort Fran-
cis and wintered there. :

In May, 1732, Jemeraye went back to Grand Portage with a good supply of
furs, and la Vérendrye sent them to Michilimackinac in charge of one of his
sons; then he took the rest of his men westward. They set out on June 8 and
reached Fort St. Pierre on July 14. After a short stay at the fort, la Vérendrye
and his men descended the Rainy River, accompanied by about fifty Indian
canoes. Some time was spent in exploring the island-studded Lake of the
Woods, and then a site for Fort St. Charles was selected about three miles up
a stream near the Northwest Angle. The fort was ‘‘an inclosure made with four
rows of posts, from twelve to fifteen feet in height, in the form of an oblong
square, within which are a few rough cabins constructed of logs and clay, and
covered with bark.”” Here the party spent the winter.

In the spring of 1733 Jemeraye was sent back to Montreal to make a report
to the merchants who had fitted out the expedition and to secure supplies for the
coming year. Father Mesaiger accompanied him. La Vérendrye spent a part
of the summer exploring the Winnipeg River, preparatory to building a fort
on it, if Jemeraye’s suceess in Montreal would warrant the expense. But the
merchants there gave the expedition rather meagre support, and the govern-
ment still declined to aid it with money ; so a seanty supply of goods reached Fort
St. Charles in the autumn and only a small stock of furs could be purchased
from the Indians. In the spring of 1734 la Vérendrye decided that he must go
to Montreal himself, if his enterprise was to be saved from ruin. Sending his
eldest son, Jean-Baptiste, to build Fort Maurepas at the mouth of the Winnipeg
River, and leaving Fort St. Charles in charge of Jemeraye, he set out on his long

- journey and reached Montreal on the 25th of August.

La Vérendrye was more than a mere trader. His was the vision of the
explorer and the imperialist. He saw the vast western plains added to the em-
pire of France, its great rivers as her highways, and, beyond them all, the
western sea over which her ships would carry the commerce of the Indies; but
to his Montreal partners he must talk of the profits to be made from the trade
in furs, else the money and goods to continue his explorations would not be
secured. His arguments prevailed, and he received orders to continue his work
and returned to the west with new supplies.

Leaving Montreal on June 6, 1735, la Vérendrye reached Fort St. Charles
on September 6. He found the place in sore straits. Provisions were ex-
hausted, and the men had taken to hunting to supply themselves with food. He
spent the winter there, doing the best he could under the circumstances, but
unable to extend explorations into the west. In the spring the party was without
goods or provisions. La Vérendrye sent two of his sons to Fort Maurepas, and
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on June 4 they returned with sad news, for la Jemeraye was dead, worn out
with the labors and hardships which he had undergone. His death was a great
blow to la Vérendrye, for no one could have given him more loyal and enthu-
siastic support than his nephew had done. A

Another blow soon followed. It was necessary to send a party to Michili-
mackinac to hurry forward supplies, if the explorers were to be saved from
starvation during the approaching winter. Led by Jean-Baptiste and accom-
panied by Father Aulneau, the party set out on June 8 in three canoes. That
night they camped on an island about twenty miles from ]5"01‘"5 St. Charles. In
the early morning a band of Sioux, intent on avenging an injury done them hy
the Chippewas, erept up to the French party and poured a showe.r of “arrows
upon it. The leader, the priest, and others fell, and the remainder seized
their guns and attempted to defend themselves in a retreat to their canoes. Buu
the Indians were too strong for them, and those who were not shot down were
driven into the lake and drowned.

La Vérendrye remained at Fort St. Charles during the autumn and winter;
but when spring came, he had not even the necessities of life, and was compelled
to go to Montreal again. The journey took most of the summer, and he spent
the winter in Canada. On June 18, .1738, he turned his face westward once
more, carrying what was necessary to continue his enterprise, and reached Fort
St. Charles on September 2. During his absence his two sons had managed
affairs there and had maintained very friendly relations with the natives.

The autumn was unusually fine, and la Vérendrye determined to push
his explorations further into the west. Leaving his second son, Pierre, in charge
of Fort St. Charles, and taking the third, Francois, and the fourth, Louis, who
had just joined the expedition as its cartographer, he went down the Winnipeg
River to Fort Maurepas, paused there a day, and crossed Lake Winnipeg to the
mouth of the Red River. He ascended the river to its junction with the Assini-
boine, and it was probably on September 26, 1738, that the intrepid French ex-
plorer landed on the site of the future capital of Manitoba to select a place for
a trading post. Two bands of Crees were camped at the junction of the rivers,
and after a conference with their chiefs, la Vérendrye secured their promise
to trade with the French rather than the English. When these Crees learned
that la Vérendrye intended to ascend the Assiniboine, they attempted to dis-
suade him. ‘‘You will find yourself among the Assiniboines,’’ said one of the
chiefs, ‘‘and they are a useless people, without intelligence, who do not hunt the
beaver, and clothe themselves only in the skins of buffalo. They are a good-for-
nothing lot of rascals, and might do you harm.”’

La Vérendrye went forward, and on October 3 he danded and began the con-
struction of a fort in which to pass the winter. In his journal he says, ‘“‘My
fourth fort is Fort de la Reine, on the north bank of the Assiniboine River;”’
and he adds, ““From Fort de la Reine there is a nine mile portage leading to
Lac des Prairies.”” Lac des Prairies is now Lake Manitoba and Fort de la
Reine, named in honor of the queen of France, stood on or close to the present
site of Portage la Prairie. Before the fort was completed a band of Assini-
boines came to visit la Vérendrye, who found them not less ready to trade than

the Crees. The knives, awls, and other steel tools which he gave them were very
highly prized.
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As soon as Fort de la Reine had been started, la Vérendrye sent some of his
men under de Louviere back to the mouth of the Assiniboine to build a fort there
to retain the trade of the Crees in the neighborhood. The post was erected on
the south bank of the Assiniboine close to its mouth and was named Fort Rouge,
an appellation which survives in the name still given to that portion of the city
of Winnipeg. Fort Rouge was abandoned after a year or two, as it was found
more convenient to conduct trade with the Crees from Fort Maurepas. It seems
to have been more than sixty years before another trading post was established
on the site of the present commercial centre of Manitoba.

For along time the French explorer had been receiving from the natives who
came to trade with him accounts of a great Indian nation that occupied the
country through which the upper Missouri flows. These Indians were called
the Mandans, and la Vérendrye was very anxious to visit them; so, although it
was late in the autumn when Fort de la Reine was completed, he started on the
- long journey to the Missouri country. He took one of his sons, de la Marque,
who had come west to serve as his lieutenant, twenty Frenchmen, and four
Indian guides. They had travelled a day or two when they received an urgent
invitation to visit a band of Assiniboines some distance off the line of march.
Unwilling to lose so much time but anxious to secure the friendship of the In-
dians, la Vérendrye finally consented to go to their village. The party was
well received, the nsual presents were made, and the Indians promised to trade
with the French.

The next evidence of the Indian’s friendship proved rather embarrassing to
la Vérendrye, for he was assured that the band would accompany him to the
country of the Mandans and that word of their com<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>