














by Joseph Roberts

Edward
Snowden film
wins Oscar

he Edward Snowden docu-
mentary Citizenfour won
Best Documentary at this
year’s Oscars. Director
Laura Poitras accepted the
award alongside Glenn Greenwald and
Lindsay Mills, Snowden’s girlfriend.

In her acceptance speech Poitras
said, “The disclosures that Edward
Snowden reveals don’t only expose a
threat to our privacy, but to our democ-
racy itself. When the most important
decisions being made, affecting all
of us, are made in secret, we lose our
ability to check the powers that con-
trol. Thank you to Edward Snowden,
for his courage, and for the many other
whistleblowers. | share this with Glenn
Greenwald and other journalists who
are exposing truth.”

The flm documents Snowden’s 2013
National Security Agency (NSA) leaks.
Poitras went to Hong Kong to meet the
stranger code-named Citizenfour in his
emails. She flmed the meeting in real
time as Edward revealed what he discov-
ered and why he decided to tell the pub-
lic. Citizenfour shows the NSA’s secret,
illegal surveillance of millions of citi-
zens in America and around the world.

The American Civil Liberties Union
forwarded the following statement by
Snowden: “When Laura Poitras asked
me if she could flm our encounters, |
was extremely reluctant. I’m grateful
that | allowed her to persuade me. The
result is a brave and brilliant film that
deserves the honour and recognition it
has received. My hope is that this award
will encourage more people to see the
flm and be inspired by its message that
ordinary citizens, working together, can
change the world.”

Common Ground’s April 2014 edition
featured an article entitled Take Back
our Internet from NSA, based on Edward
Snowden’s Prism TED Talk in Vancou-
ver — a live Internet video from Russia
streamed on March 18, 2014. An excerpt
follows; the entire text is available at
commonground.ca (Click on Archives.)

www.commonground.ca

“The principles that have been the
foundation of this project have been the
public interest and the principles that
underlie the journalistic establishment in
the US and around the world. | think if
the press is now saying we support this,

this is something that need-
ed to happen; that’s a pow-
erful argument, but it’s not
fnal. That’s something the
public should decide. The
government has hinted they
want some kind of deal, a
compromise deal to come
back. But | want to make it
very clear. | did not do this
to be safe. | did this to do
what was right. | won’t stop
working in the public inter-
est just to beneft myself.

“l would say the last
year has been a reminder
that democracy may die
behind closed doors. We
don’t have to give up pri-
vacy to have good gov-
ernment; we don’t have
to give up liberty to have
security. By  working
together, we can have open

government and private lives. | look
forward to working with everyone to
see that happen.”

Now that Citizenfour has received an
Oscar for its courageous truth-telling,
it is our duty to watch it because the

only safe place for democracy is in an
informed citizenry.

As Common Ground’s March issue
goes to press, Canada is locked in a
ferce and rushed debate over surveil-
lance of Canadians and the Harper Gov-
ernment’s anti-terrorism Bill C51. The
proposed new law would give Canadian
Security Intelligence Services (CSIS)
sweeping new powers of surveillance,
arrest and detention on the mere suspi-
cion that a person “may” - rather than
the standard “will” — commit a terrorist
act. Four former prime ministers, vari-
ous Supreme Court judges and consti-
tutional and legal experts say such pow-
ers of arrest should only be given to the
RCMP. As the media-hyped climate of
fear about jihadist terrorism rises, Harp-
er’s Conservative government is insist-
ing that independent and parliamentary
oversight of how the law is administered
is not necessary. Yet four of the fve
“Five Eyes” nations — The UK, the US,
Australia and New Zealand — have such
oversight in place. The surveillance and
harassing of environmental activists has
already begun. Each one of us needs to
get involved immediately to protect our
civil rights and democracy.

“Taylore’s process is
unique and | am
stunned by the
difference it made.”
Marina Glass,
Worldring Consulting

“] finally know what
| have, where it is,
and how to find it.
Great service.”

M. Anthansov,
Builder/Contractor

GOT CLUTTER??

Help is on the way!

Successfull decluttering of EVERYTHING from offices and homes to apartments and
garages. Clutter removal and paper shredding service available. Expect lasting results!

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
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SCIENCE | HEALTH | ENVIRONMENT | HUMAN RIGHTS | ECONOMY | SOCIETY
More than 100 national and international experts on uranium and nuclear issues

INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT IN 2015 [~ g1ening Gala of the
United Nations Treaty on Climate Change (Paris) International Uranium
United Nations Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (New York) Film Festival
The 70th anniversary commemorating the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on April 15
Many States review their policy on nuclear power, armaments and uranium mining

The Symposium's program has been accredited by the College of Family Physicians of Canada and the Quebec's Chapter (15 credits)
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http://uranium2015.com/

