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This work is designed for the information of those numerous
cenerous hearted citizens of the United States, who o nobly and
manfully avowed their sympathy for the oppressed Canadians, when
contending against the mighty power of Great Britian, for their
liberty and independence; but who from the little interest they took
i the political affairs of Canada, previous to the out-break in De-
cember, 1837, are necessarily ignorant of the proportion that the
(‘anadian grievances bear to those which urged on the American
Revolutien, and whether they wereof the nature to warrant an ap-
peal to arms. We feel convinced that the reader will find in peru-
sine the following pages, that the Colonial grievancesof 1776 how-
ever oppressive they might have been considered, bear no resem-
blance in magnitude or degree to those borne by the Canadians in
1837, Although this work does not embrace all the gfievances, po-
litical and religious, which they endured, yet it exhibits enough o
satisfy every candid and rational mind, that any further endurance
on their part, would besimpiety towards God—treasonto themselves
and entailing on their mouldering dust the maledictions of an ensha-
ved posterity. They have proved unsuccessful in their first effort;
but let not the friends of freedom despair; the contest only is sus-
pended, not givenup. The people are getting preparved ; they will
suceeed as sure as the revolution of 76 suceceeded, They haye suf-
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4 PREFACE.

fered, and know the value of liberty ;—they will endure but a little
longer. The propitious day is fast approaching when they will
arise in their might, and with a united effort substitute the Twin
Star Spangled Banner of Independence for the Royal Tyrant
Standard of England—then America from the Gulf of Mexico to
the Artic ocean,will form one great, whole, and happy republic. The
British government, without designin g it, is- hastening on the great era
of their birth as an independent people.

Canadamust be free! With a fertility of soil and expanse of terri-
tory suffieient to maintain millions—with a people constantly gazing
upon these prosperous and independent States-and oppressed as they
have been, by British tyranny, they cannotlong remain enslaved.—
The broad ocean sepavatesthem from their oppressor,and and if once
free, the impregnable walls of their Quebee, the Gibralter of Americas
will bid defiance to every attempt at future subjugation We fer-
vently cherish the hope, that the day is not far distant when the Ea-
gle of Liberty shall soar trivmphant over this vast continent,—

when a vestige of tyranny will not remain, and that the first step.

towards this glorious consummation, will be the liberation of Ca-
nada.

F'rom the first digcovery of this continent in 1492, down to the
glorious era. 1776, the flags of the différent Europeon powers, who
claimed different portions of it either by right of discovery or con.
quest, floated undistarbed over their vast possessions, from Cape
Horn to the Artic Ocean.

The only wars thatarose were inthe adjusimentof their rival claims
to ferritory; andin these wars, the colonists ranged themselves ac-
cording to their allegiance, with a fecling of loyalty of which that
which is called the “French war® ending in: 1763, with the treaty of
Quebec, is a memorable example. In this war, they freely spilled
their blood and freasure in the quarrel of the mother country, with-
out any advantage to themselves, other than what they derived from
their being to some extent trained to arms—an advantage they were
s0on destined to turn to a great account.

At the period of this treaty, Great Britain and Spain possessed,
or claimed to possess; almost the entire northern continent, and, with
the Portuguese, the French, and the Datch, they divided the south-
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ern portionand the islands. These vast possessions were ruled over
by lieutenants, chiefly military men, and the colonists enjoyed lib-
erty in various degrees, each bearing some analogy to the state of
society amongst the people from which they sprung.

From that period to this, a period within the recollection of many
now living, a change hastaken place which has no parallel in histo-
ry, either in the magnitude of ifs conception, or in the grandeur of
it results. From the time the first blood was shed at Concord, down
to the present, the history of all the colonies—English, Spanish,
Portuguese, French and Dutch-streiching along a continent of ma-
ny thousands of'miles, has been one continued scene of successful
revolt; and, although, as in the easeof Washington’s disastrous re-
treat through the Jerseys, yet the glorious result has taught the
world, that

“ Freedom's battie once hegun,

Benueathed from bleeding sire to on 3

Though buffled oft, is always won "
for in no instance have the colonists of any European power, ever
sheathed the sword after having drawn it, but as independent states,

The great work, however, is not yet done. One solitary power
yef lingers; one link in the greal chain remains to be broken, and
that too, among a people who speak the same language, and are
sprung from the same stock as the Americans. Amongithem, how-

' ever, the Patriot drum has been beaten, and the Patriot standard

unfurfed—but the measure of their sufferings is not yet full.  Their
holy aspirations after liberty have brought upon them the very sep-
enth wial of the wrathof their oppressors; and like the man of Ma-
cedonia in the Apostles’s vision they have siretched ouf their hands
and cried ““come over and help us?” As yet, however, they re-

main in bondage—a bondage more cruel, and enforced by an army -

more numerous than has been borne by any single colony on ths
entire continent ;—althonch the existence of such an army among
them must show beyond all question, even to the power that claims
their allegiance that nothing but that can prevent them from joining
the great family of Republies: Their history for the last three years
has been a history of deadly wrongs and outrages, borne only be-
cause the oppressed were weak. Taxed without being represented;
deprived of the right of habeas corpus—and of power over the sup-
’ *1
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6 PREFACH.

plies ;—~deprived of arms ; prevented from assembling in their town-
ships—their best and bravest men executed or banished—a, foreign
soldiery quartered in their villages and hamlets;—and arms in the
hands of brutal and bloody orangemen only, while martial law su-
percedes the regular administration of justice. Thus, and thus on-
Iy, does the last European power support itself in its last foothold on
this continent, and by such unworthy means, the red cross of St
George is still kept floating on the turrets of Quebe, and waves over
the Canadas. The United States cannot expect peace whilst Grreat
Britian holds possessions on her borders ; they must drive her from
this land of promise. The Canadians from one extreme of the pro-
vinces to the other, hunger and thirst after liberty. They desire to
be partakers of the free institutions of the U, S. Let it then be
their part to dispense to- them the heavenly gift,—for why should
they hesitate 2

g

INTROBUCTION,

The immense natural advantages which Upper Canada pos-
sesses, for agricultural and commercial purposes, are unriva, -
led, perhaps, in North America. A line ol water commun'i-
cation extending a thousand miles, and upwards, upon its fron-
tier, and embracing a territory of a richly varied and product-
ive soil, with a salabrious climate, offer rare facilities for suc-
cessful and rapid improvement. The interior every where
presents the appearance of a country peculiarly adapted to sup-
ply the wants created by civilization; and where enterprise anfl
industry would be sure to meet an abundant reward. [n addi-
tion to all these, it will, no doubt, one day, appear, thal Up-
per Canada is rich in all the useful, il' not in the most precious
minerals, which now lie buried beneath the surface [or want of
enterprise to stimulate the search. The full development of
their internal resources, and their active adaptation to the
wants of a growing empire, need hardly be looked for, so long
as they remain a dependent colony of manufacturing England.
It being a part of the colonial policy of that countey to make
her foreign possessions the consumers of the surplus products
of her overgrown manufactories. Such a course of proceed-
ing is, no doubt, absolutely, necessary to support the excessive
trading and manufacturing interests of Britain, and to preserve
in some degree, the proper relation which ought to subsist be~
tween the parent state and the colony; and whicly;, to some ex-
tent, might be rendered mutually beneficial. But it is so ab=
solutely destructive of that spirit of enterprise which trans-
forms the wilderness into fertile fields ; that speeds the ploughs

_ the shuttle and the hammer; plants cities, towns and villages;

paves the streets, rears the college dome and academy halls
gives life and energy to trade and commerce, by cutting artifi-
cial channels from lakes to rivers, and approximates distant
places by levelling hills and raising valleys; that gives impetus
to the axle, and expansive force to steamj peoples the waters
with WALKING ®HINGS. OF LirB; and spreads the sail of com-
merce lo every breeze, and waflts the treasures of the far
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8 INTRODUCTION.

west and north to a populous and thriving emporium and de-

pository of the nation’s wealth. Do we want proof of this 7—
Loook at Upper Canada with all its transcendent natural advan-
tages, as it is, and by comparing with the adjacent parts of the
United States. See what it ought to be, and might have been
but for the fatal counteracting cause which sits like a moun-
tain incubus upon Canadian enterprise, and paralizes every ef-
fort, made to advance its internal prosperity.

Sixty years and upwards has elapsed since the settlement of *

Upper Canada commenced under the auspices and protection
of the British government; during forty-nine years of which,
they have had a Parliament of their own, and what has been
the result ?—with a territory containing millions of acres of as
fertilc a sail, as any on the face of the Globe, capable of pro-

ducing all the nceessaries, and many of the luxuries of lile: .

—watered by inn umerable streams, abounding with hydraulic
privileges, and offering every facility to be desired, for the es-
tablishment of manufactories; the finest forests in the world for
the ship yard, and every other purpose—the earth abound-
ing in ores, and salt springs, sufficient, no doubt, to afford an
adequate supply for the inhabitants, however numerous; and,
above all, boasting of a constitution, (vain boast!) that is ¢*the
image and transeript of the Great Charter of English liberty!??
—and there they are, more than a century in the rear of their
republican neighbors, in all the essentials that mark the pro-
gress of improvement, and determine the state of society, and
its-advancement in the useful arts and sciences.

[t is truly humbling to the enlightened and enterprising spit-
itof a British subject, to make the comparison between Og-
densburg, Watertown, Sacketts Harbor, Oswego, Rochester,
Lockport, Buffalo, Cleveland and Detroit on the one side; and
Prescott, Kingston. Toronto, Hamilton, St. Catherines, Niaga-
ta, Queenston, Chippewa, Malden and Sandwich on the other,
with the intermediate places of lesser note on either sids, and
the general appearance of the country, as it respects the de-
gree ol improvement, which each side exhibits to the eye ol
the most causal observer. From what cause results this ama~
zing difference between the two countries 2 It is ot from the.
Tocality, nor the advantage derived from a superior soil, ar more
salubrious climate; these they possess in anequal degree. Nor
Is it because the Americans are naturally more enterpr ising or
more intelligent, all things considered, than the Canadi-
ans. Then what is it, we ask again; (for the enc uiry is an
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important one,) that causes such mark_-ed diﬁ'e}'ence, and so much
to their disparagement? Theanswer is a plain one. The Amer-
icans govern themselves; that is, they elect all their govern-
ment officers for a limited period. From the chief magistrate,
to the township constable, every officer holds his power imme-
diately from the people—from whom he is taken to exercise it;
and into whose bosom he will return when his short term is ovt.
This is the secret,—THE PEOPLE GOVERN THEM-
SELVES. And if you want a sample of self-government,
take its result in Western New York, and compare it with U.
C., which was settled about the same time. See. !h‘eir cilties
and well paved streets, populous towns, and ﬂmm?hmg villa-
ges;—see their colleges, seminaries, high schools, literary and
scientific institutions; a ‘common school under the immediaie
care of government in every neighborhood; canals, tu'rnpikea,
railroads, light houses, salt works, factories, &c._ &e., with an
extended and rapidly increasing commerce, yielding a revenue
equal to some of the older states in Europe, and where real es=
tate has advanced from a hundred to a thousand per cent—
Now, let us turn to look at Upper Canada;—how changed the
scene and how mortilying the contrast to a high souled Eng-
lishman | A governor irresponsible to the people, fettered with
instructions from a colonial office four thousand miles ofl,—
these often imposed against the very letter and spirit of the
constitutional act of the 31st. Geo. I1l;——a legislative Council,
chosen by the King or Queen, for life, who have made them-
selves independeut, alike of the crown and the people;—a rep-
resenlation worse than nominal;—the revenues squandered on
worthless pensioaers, Bishops and Politico-Priests;—the Publlc
lands frittevred away by thousands to partizans and parasites;—-
thiree millions of acres sold to a company of land-jobbing spec-
ulators, residing in London, for forty-three cents per acre, and
resold by their agents, to the poor emigrant, at five, ten and
twenty~five dollars per acre. The sales of these lands per
year amount lo one million; every cent of’ which is shipped to
London. Sixteen thousand dollars of the Post Office tax on
letters and newspapers, pockeled by the secret mannger,_and
the bulanee sent to England without the consent of the provinee;
the annual cdsual and territorial revenue, amounting to nearly

half a million, never accounted for;—the proceeds of the sales

of the clergy reserves: paid into the military chest and incor-

porated with the finances of Great Britain, in lieu of bein

appropriated to provincial purposes;-—the people taxed without
3*
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i0 INTRODUCTION:

their consent; the money so raised apprporiated without their
leave:—-unequally represented in the assemblys—the laws they
pray for always negatived, by that mockery of a House of
Lords, the Legislative Councils——an Established church, with
15,000,000 acres or one seventh of the province as a reserve,
(CANADA’S FirsT and LAST cUrsEsj—their commerce restrict-
¢d to the English market;—having no voice in the enacting of
the laws regulating their trade;—their commereial prosperity
retarded;——immigrants of wealth and influence induced to avoid
their shores as a land of pestilence and famine;—the Province
millions in debt;=~the St. Lawrence Canal ab ndoned, for want
of means—a dark, dismal ditch in the midst of desolation—a
monument of folly and mismanagement. Toronto, with iis
six or eight thousand inhabitants, the seat of government, the
residence of her Majesty’s representative, and my Lord Chief
Justice, of the Honorable and Right Reverend, and honorables
without reverend, with all the sub and dishonorables, judges,
counsellors, barristers, attorneys, magistrates, sheriff’’s mayors
aldermen, &c.,—Toronto, the senior of Rochester and Buffa-
lo, some twenty years, a foul, loathsome, disgusting capital,
abounding in filthy lanes aund alleys; muddy and unpaved
streets, and as a whole, presents a dreary and disagreeable as-
pect, both from its low situation, and the mean and contempti-
ble appearance of the buildings; generally, the contrast is so
glaring, that the observer becomes disgusted with the latter,
and d_élighted with the former.

It is a well knowu fact, that the better sort of British and
Irish emigrants generaliy come by the way of New York; and
in passing from thence to Upper Canada, an ample opportuni-
ty is afforded them for witnessing the unparalleled prosperity
and improvement, which is every where so conspicuous on the
whole route,—they natarally enquire the cause,-it is ascertained,

* and (rom the glowing descriptions they have bad of Upper Ca-

nada, they cxpeet to meel with similar results there: but the
sad disappointment they arve doomed to experience, Is fafal to
the prosperity of that ill fated country,—nine cases out of ten,

they become citizens of this great republie.

Could Upper and Lower Canada show them their young cit-
ies mising up, as if by magie, among the stumps and trees;
could they show them their Oswegos, Buffalos Clevelands and
Detroits—very Liverpools in miniature——together with their
liberally endowed colleges, scientific and liferary institutions,
flourishing academies in every district, and common schools in
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every neighborhood, an educated people, and above all, a goy-
ernment liberal in its views and measures, magnanimous and
impartial in the distribution of public offices——not engendering
party feuds and sectarian jealousies, but pursuing a conciliato-
Ty, dignified course by harmonizing the great whole, wisely
disposing of the publie revenues, developing new resources,
awakening the latent energies of the people, and directing to
the accomplishment of deeds of noble enterprise;—could the
Canadas do this, they might boast of a population abounding
in wealth and enterprise; and for which, the most prosperous
of the republican states might be searched for a parallel.—
Only let them have such a government, as most certainly they
will, sooner or later; and we will engage that the people of
Upper and Lower Canada, who are not wanting in enterprise,
will soon wipe off the reproach of national indolence and sta-
pidity:—but let the government be republican—Iet true genu-
ine democratic feeling flow through every vein to the fingers
end of the body politic—let the government diffuse, by its own
examples and measures, a high minded national spiril into the
people—let every public institution be based upon the broad
principle of democracy, and all preference to any [avored sect
withdrawn—let it frown upon every association whose object is
to disturb the peace and quiet of others, and deprive them of
the free exercise of their constitutional rights;—Iet this be done,
for done it will be, and Canada will, then become a nation,
stgreat, glorious and free.” It is sickening to review the nar-
row and illiberal course, pursued by the imperial government,
towards her Canada possessions, for nearly fifty years. From
the instant the machinery of her government was pul in opera-
tion, “*corruption took the lead of every manly virtue,” and
the affairs of the government daily progressed from bad to
to worse. The causes of this was, the irresponsible form of
the government, in which, the people had no share; and a
ficn determination on the part of those in power to resist those
salutary reforms in their institutions, which the increasing
wants and intelligence of the country rendered necessary. A
system of espionage and corruption, exercised on the elections,
particularly at the election of Sir F. B. Head’s mock Assem-
bly, rendered the franchise of no avail to the majority of elect-
ors. Trade ruined; public confidence destroyed; constitution-
al rights denied; a sham representation of the people; a mock
House of Lords; a deafl and dumb executive council; an untig-
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12 INTRODUGTION-

ing effort of that bane of colonial prosperity, the legislative
council to crush every measure intended to redress abuses; all
of which, considered, rendered their condition mean and mis-
erable. What country under heaven not debased by total ig-
norange of right, liberty and justice could submit so quietly,
and so long, under oppressions so grievous and intolerable?—
Their petitions were frequently answered by adding occasional
links to their long chain of grievances; at other times soothing
them with promises, which were made, only to be broken, and

when deception, treachery and injustice had roused them to

desperation, in vindication of their constitutional rights, they
were hunted as beasts of prey, arraigned by sanguinary courts-
martial; huog, banished, their properties burnt; women and
children turned out houseless, in the dead of the winter, to beg
or perish in the snow,

Such are the outlines of Canadian grievances and miseries,
in the year 1837. Butwe are much deceived in the signs of the
times there,ifthe Canadas are not on the eve of taking an onward
and a glorious march towards liberty and independence. The
sordid baseness of the sanguinary compact; the grovelling in-
solence of the orangemen, the injustice of half a century, the
determination to maintain an irresponsible government, and
the atrocious climax of the wholesale burnings and banish-
ments, must awaken a storm, that will desolate the last fortress of
despotism in North America.

p P

CHAPTER L
Settlement of Upper Cana.d% by the U. E. Loyalists.

Previous to the American revolution, numbers of the
timid settlers, residing in the middle, northern, and east-
ern provinces, forseeing the rapid approaches ot an meyi-

table storm, and in order to avoid the horrors of a civil

war, emiorated with their families to different parts of what
is now called, Upper Canada. These, though they depre-
cated resistance to the constituted authorities, yet secretly
wished well to the cause of freedom and the rights of man.
On writing back to their friends, they represented Upper
Canada to be superior in soil, and as genial in climate as the |

" land they had left, and induced hundreds to dispose of their

property and seek refuge in the wilds of the north.: When
the revolution broke out in all the fury of civil war, hun-
dreds more followed their example, weunding their way
through forests and swamps, in dread of the Indians by
day, the wolves and panthers by night; enduring every
species of hardship and privation. Many of them perished
in the wilderness, from extreme suffering and want. Duru}g
the heat and progress of the revolution, there was acertain
class of unprincipled tories, who were too cowardly to
servein the ranks of the oppressors of their country, whose
cause they traitorously favored, and who,lilce all freebooters,

-plundered the unoffending of either side, indiscriminately.

These, as they rendered themselves obunoxious, sought an
asylum in Upper Canada, to avoid the righteous vengeance
of an insultediand outraged community. The descendants
of these worthies constitute the bulk of what is now called
the Family Compact. ‘They inherit all the tory rancor and
bitterness of their ancestors against republican principles
and free institutions. J “ i
In 1783, after the ratification of peace, the rayal provin-
cial corps, raised during the sanguinary but trinmphant
contest, to aid the oppressor against the oppressed, were, by




14 SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA,

a general order, marched to be disbanded, some at St. John’s
in the Lower, and some at Niagara, in the Upper Province.
By a royal proclamation, issued some time previous 'to
their disbandment, it was stipulated that each individual
composing these corps, as wgell as those who otherwise as-
sisted the royal cause, and all those remaining in the Uni-
ted States, who still adhered to their allegiance, and were
desirous of accepting his majesty’s gracious proffer, should
receive grants of land—the former according to the rank
cach respectively held in the service, and tie latter the
same as the privates. To each ofthese, by the proclamation,
was alloted two hundred acres, as a royal bounty, and
another two hundred as a consideration for his services—
his wife was to receive two hundred acres more, and their
1ssue, also, as they became of age, two hundred each, wheth-
er male or female, free of all fees and charges whatsoever.
How far this was adhered to by the Canadian government,
will hereafter appear.

These two classes formed the first permanent seftlers of
Upper Canada, and were distinguished from other British
emigrants; by the term of United Empire Men. or,as they
are now generally known, U. E. Loyalists. From 1783
to 1812, the province was rapidly seitling by emigrants
from Europe and the United States. In 1789, the popu-
lation, although very scattering, amounnted to nearly sixty
thousand souls. At this period, a convention of delegates
from the different sections met, to take the affairs of the
province into consideration. In the course of their delibe-
rations, it was unanimously resolved to petition the Impe-_
ria] Parliament to set them apart from the Lower province;
and grant them a government, based on the British Consti-
tution.

Here it may not be amiss to show the folly of those igno-
rant delegates, as it vespects the British Constitution.—
Correctly speaking, there is no such thing in existence.
There is, doubtless, and has been, for ages, plenty of gov-
grning power i KEngland ; but, asto a Constitution, or

~ supreme «law, regulative of that power, there is no such

thing. The British government is made up of old nsages,
old charters, old fictions, and old prejudices; it may

BY THE U. E. LOYALISTS. 15

also be added, old and new corruptions—the wh_ole,
together, presenting a standing and wonderfully lasting,
scheme of mystification. Eixamine it in the whole, or in
its parts, the sign may be found, but the substance will be
missing—the name, but never the thing. The key to the
trick consists in lodging the twhole controlling: power of
the state in the hands of a body of individuals, called the
Commons, or representatives of the common people or
working classes ; but who, in fact, represent the three bo-
dies of men living at the expense of the people, viz. hold-
ers of land; holders of rteal, and of false capital ; and
holders of office; place or pension, in the gift of the crown,
either directly or indirectly. With the assembly thus com-
posed; is lodged the power of statute-makings and the
accumulation of statutes, superadded to the twe old royal
charters, called Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights,
whose few popular and not guite obsolete provisions, the
irresponsible and omnipotent statute-power can abrogate
or suspend, whenever they threaten to be troublesome—
the accumulation of its statutes, as made, altered, and revis-
ed, to fit every exigence of the hour,Is ingeniously styled
the British Constitution, America’s first political fathers
had-evidently, deeply studied the complex machinery of
British government, and distinguished where th___f_: _s_hp.e
pinched. = The Puritans of New-England, the choice spis-
its of the commonwealth of the mother country, _came-hl th-
er determined to establish popular power in its reality.
They did so; and their deseendants are now enjoying the
distinguished privileges of the most liberal institutions, and
popular government, the ingenuity of man ever devised.
How different was their opinion ofthe British Constitution
to that of the Canadian delegates! The former prefered
the rights of man in general, and acted accordingly; the
latter, the corruption of the past and present ages—the
rights of the privileged few to govern the mass. ‘I'he one
enjoy liberty, in its widest sense ; the other are curtailed of

all its essentials. But to return: e
In 1791, the Imperial Parliament enacted the 31st Geo.

II1., dividing the province of Quebec, into the Upper and
Lower Provinces. The same year, Gen. Simcoe was ac-

b




16 SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA,

credited the first Governor of the Upper Provinee, with in-
structions to explain to the people the nature of the new

coustitution, which was granted agreeably to their request. '

In his opening speech from the throne, to their first assem-
bly, he'said : “He was the bearer of a hoon, which had es-
tablished the British Constifution, and all the forms which
secure and maintain it, in that country;” and in closing
the same session, he said, ¢ At this juncture, 1 particularly
recommend to you to explain to your constituents that this
province is singularly blessed, not with a mutilated consti-
tution, but with one which has stood the test of experience,
and is the very image and transcript of that of Great
Britainl!”

Reposing all confidence in these glowing assurances

from the Crown, the settlers vainly exulted in the posses-

sion of the British Constitution, instead of an independent
Tepublic, and under it they dreamt of all the blessings of
civil and religious liberty under good and responsihle go-
vernment. T'his Constitution, so highly spoken of; as the
grand resultof the wisdom of successive enlightened gene-
rations, with all its supposed attractive beauties, turned out,

in reality, a mere delusion, without tangibility, form, or

comeliness 3, a jack-o-the-lantern, receding and changing
its position as often as it is approached ; a kind of Proteus
or chameleon, assuming any shape or any color required.
T'he colonists in vain attempted to comprehend its princi-
ples and define its limits ; for like the north-eastern houn-
dary of the United States, it was neither here, nor there, and
yet presumed to be somewhere. Had these simple settlers
reflected, for one moment, they would never have peti-
tic’med for the “image and'_'tmnscript’.’ of a constitution
so extremely complex and intangible as that under which
the: government of Great Britain is adminiStered. This
“ymage and (ranscript’ of the British Gonstitution grant-
ed to the Canadas, and which Gov. Simcoe lauded so high-
ly; has Ireland’s bane, and Canada’s first and last curse,

#& W;iiten on itin bold relief, viz. one seventh of the province,
or 15,000,000 of acres; appropriated forever to an ‘estab-

lished clergy, whose members never did, nor do, -and per-
haps never will, number over.one to ninety and nine of the

-
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other churches, taken together. It certainly was a wick-

edly contrived act on the part of those who framed it, in-

asmuch as their own experience nmst have convinced
them that, in the very wording of the act, #a protestant
clergy” would always create serious clerical contentions,

The English Episcopal Church, being the established
church of England, and the Queen its defender, has sans
ceremonie, claimed, and without asking the people, taken
possession of the whole, from the first; snapping her pious
fingers in defiance of all the other christian churches, to
the no small annoyance of the province. The consequence
is, that pensioned hypocrites and hireling pr‘ie_st_g;g-:r@ daily
multiplying by its means, for base political purposes. The
whole history of these * reserves” has been, and still con-
tinues to be, one of ceaseless discord, bitterness, and angry
strife. Their very title bears the imprint of a moral pes-
tilence, "There is but one voice; through the length and
breadth of the province regarding them; and, if they are
not speecily disposed of, to the satisfaction of the people,

the sequel will yet be written in the blood of her choicest .

sons. Asthese * reserves” are situated, they form a great

* obstacle to the improvementof the province, without }5_eing

productive of any corresponding advantage. _
The series of political disabilities; persecutions, blood-

shed and cormuption which those heedless delegates en-

tailed on themselves, their descendants, and the provinece,
by obtaining the “image and iranscript” of the British
constitution, will cease, only when the boundary line is
laid deep i the Atlantic. :
After the peace of ’83, a large proportion of those so ten-
derly and affectionately denominated the U. E.. Loyalists,
for fighting for a vanquished erown against a trimmphant
people, were, for want of means to remove; constrained,
contrary to their inclination, to remain in the United States,
the forsaken of both parties. It is remarkable,; that the
American Independence was recognised by the British go-
vernment withouta solitary sentence in the treaty of peace
to secure their safety or protect their interests. They were

unceremoniously leftto the mercy of the conquerors. It

seemed like an ungenerous abondonment; but the issue
. 2* N
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18 SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA,

proved that the new republics could not only achieve
their liberty, but justly value and nobly use it.” The U.
E.s were left to the mortifying and humiliating view of a
revolution unparalleled in the history of the world, the
success of which they labored to defeat, and the glory of
which their conduct tarnished. They were thus left as
-the enemies of liberty, among afree people; as surviving
warriors of loyalty, who had aimed wounds and death
against their ofispring, kindred, and friends; and they lived
under these circumstances, a life of compunction, remorse,
and shame, with the finger of scorn pointed,by their own
children, against them, as the friends of despotismn and
as fraitors to the cause of their country.

Immediately on Gov. Simcoe’s assuming the reins of
_government, which was eicht years after the peace, these
unfortunate advocates of British supremacy wrote to Sim-
coe, showing himr their unpleasant sitnation, and request-
ang to know what encouragement the government would
give them on coming to Canada, and renewing their alle-

« glance. A proclamation was forthwith issued, to all sueh,
10 come to the province. Grants of the finest and most fertile
waste lands of the Crown, were secured to them and their
children, and they were assured they should haye nothing

_fo envy in the country they were about to leave. Kelyiuy,
“with the most nnplicit confidence, on the faith and sincerity
afithe proclumnation, they gladly accepted the overture; and

~itbandoned the happy and prosperous country they attempt-
ed to enslave, with its free institutions, went to repose for
second time beneath the congenial shade of the “imace
and transeript” of the British Constitution. :

In Bogland, they have a King, with his executive eoun-
cil. commonly called his Cabinet, selected from his Privy
Oouncil, a House of Lords, and a House of Commons. 1n
Canada they have corresponding institutions, viz. a repre-
sentative of the King, with an executive couneil, a legisla-
tive council, and House of Assembly. In operation, it was
supposed that these institutions would in a manner eorres-
pond with Great Britain; and that the executive council,
under vath, would as fully and freely advise the Lieut.

Governor on their affairs, as the ¢abinet ministers in Eng-
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land advised the King. This is what the “image and
transeript” was supposed to confer for the internal man-
agement of their purely domestic affairs. It is what Sim-
coe announced ; it was what their liberties demanded, and

for want of which their liberties have dwindled away., ~ #

Under this delusion they continued till the arrival of Sir
Francis Bond Head, who, even upon a superficial view of
their melancholy condition, engendered by the mal-admin-
istration of successive Governors, before him, explalmed, in
one of his addresses to the people: « The grievances of
this province must be redressed ; tmpartial justice must
be administered ; the people have demanded it; the
King has decreed it ; and I am here to execute his gra-
ctous command. Delay will only inerease impatience!!
And he has with melancholy truth portrayed their CCIIIdI:
tion, as “in population like the ‘paf‘ishlnf M{u‘y-{&bonq;_
an revenue nferior to many an l?ngh.slz.. COTVIMONET; 21
honesty, so deficient as not to have impartial men enough
10 aid himin carrying on his government; and in pros-
perty, like a girdled tree, standing with its dro.opgﬂg
branches, in the flourishing continent of North-America;
as @ bonewhich has been picked and sucked of its mar-
row; as a tree of abuse, in which wicked men have built
and, feathered their nests at the expense of the people;
and as a beggared country, from which mechanics were
scenin groups flying as from aland of pestilence and
Sfamine? This was his language shortly after assuming
ihe administration. The hopes of the people, foran imme-
diate redress of their grievances, were raised to the high-
est piteh. All were looking forward for better times ; when,
lo! a few months afterwards, he publicly announced that
that they had not the British Constitution, nor its express
“image and transeript ;? that #if they had 1t, 1t would rain
them in three months;” that all that Gov. Simcoe had said
was a hoax; a mere high sounding flourish of words ; that
their grievances were ideal, the mere chimeras of unprinci-
pled demagogues!! At this sudden and unexpected an-
nouncement, the gratuitous reflections on their poverty and
ignorance ; his declaring that they had no real grievance
to complain of, after acknowledging them in so public and
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SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA,

solemn a manner, and declaring his determination to re-
dress them, astonished all classes of the community. It was
~soon seen that that deadly upas of Upper Canada, the curse
of the American revolution, which he himself called the
“bread and butter compact,” had discovered his weak side,
blinded his eyes, and perverted his Judgment, by their de-
ceptive admiration of hissuperior talents and abilities, in
governing the poor, ignorantCau adians, a la mode Anglais.
The confusion that succeeded baffies deseription. Meet-
Ings were held; petitions and remonstrances, from every
township in the province, were {orwarded, with dispatch,
to the imperial government, representing the true state of
their humihating affairs, adjuring them, as they valued the

_pose their authority, recall Sir Francis, and redress the
_ grievances, which had become so intolerable that the peo-
ple could no longer endure them. These were answered
by promoting the Knight to a Baronetey. His vanity, af-
ter this mark of her majesty’s approbation, became insnf
ferable ; all hope of an amelioration of their affairs by the
_Britigi; govermment, were scattered to the winds. Desp_air
sueeeeded to hope ; and there was nothing left them but
to look about for another state of political existence, - For
they saw themselves without a responsible governinent—
poor, wretched, girdled, pestilenced, Mary-le-boned, and
Dbaukrupt, and overrun by locusts, who were feeding on

they beheld the Americans peacefully governed by a pow-
er delegated by the people, and periodically reverting to
them for a fresh emanation ;. with pure and nnbribed chris-
tian churches, abounding in wealth and commerce, and
all that can render people happy at home, and respected
abroad. The U. E. Loyalists themselves, were disappoint-
ed, and found much to énvy in the country they had left.

. Let those who rove in the realms of f;'mcv,‘and think
- patriotism is merely the handmaid of loyalty: who deem
that devotion to the latter, even at the sacrifice of country,
will surely reward them with happiness and clory, listen
to thefate of the U, E. Loyalists who survived the Ameri-
can revolution. g ' 54

connection between them and the mother conntry, to inter-’

the fairest fieldsof the province; while, on the other hand;”

v
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M. Burwell, in a letter to C. Cushing, Esq. of the A-
merican Congress, gives, with exultation, the_fu_liowmg
extract from Gen. Brock’s proclamation, at the commence- _

4,
ment of the late war: 4

& ] et no man suppose that, if in this unexpected strug:
ole, you should be compelled to yield to an overwhelming
?orce, that the province will be eventually abandoned,
The endeared relations of ils first setilers ; the intrinsic
value of its commerce, and the pretensions of is rival
to possess Canada, are pledges)” &e. :

The first settlers, so aﬁ'ectzonately_mentioned, were the
U. E. Loyalists ; men who fought in the :evplu_tmn {'01]:
the King against the people; for the despotism of a hcqlo;ﬁia
office, against the liberties of their country. For this they
were promised a reward in lands. And what has been
their treatment 7 After their services had been 1'en’dered,
their “endeared relation” was forgotten, and the gift was
clogged with conditions which took away all its value. Se-
tlement dutics were required to be done, to a certain ex.
tent, and within a fixed time, or the gift was to be fleft?l.t-
ed!! The gift was first made, as earned by past merifo-
rious services, and then taken away, under pretence of
non-compliance with ez-post facto requirements. Many
had not the means of complying with these conditions;
and all feit that, when they hud made the expenditure on
the land, it was money and labor lost without any cerfain
or adequate return. 1t would be shocking, to make out a
catalogue of false certificates, _fouqded on perjury; of the
performance of  settlement duties, in order to evade an op--
pressive and ungenerous impost upon the lands of U. 1*4’.,
Loyalists. But thousands of ti!ese % endeared relations;”
finding their «gifts” impaired in value, sold them to land
speculators for a trifle.  After some ‘yeass, when the UE
lands had, under these circumstances, accumulated, for an
almost nominal value, in the hands of speculators, the same
irresponsible government, suddenly relieved all these lands.
from these settlement duties ; and thus, the property which =

those of this *endeared relation” had been coerced, by of- ~ =

ficial regulation, to part with at a triﬂi’ng value, were, by
the repeal of those regulations, at once raised to a high
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22 SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA,

value, without encumbrance, in the hands of purchasers,
Thus, a few have agerandized immense estates, at the ex-

. pense of the just claims of the U. K.’s—claims which have
been impoverished by the vacillating policy of a venal,
corrupt; and irresponsible government, forgetful of those
“endeared relations” in their hour of need. Some, it Is
true, less driven than others to dispose of their claims for
what they would yield, awaited the 1esult of time. What
is their condition? They must accept inferior lands, or
none!! If they desire to locate in favorable and fertile
townships, they are told, « These are reserved for nctual
seftlers only;” and, if unable to leave the homesteads of
their earlier days, they plead for exemption, on the ground
of these “endeared relations,” they are coldly repulsed, and
left in mortification and chagrin, to abandon the gift,” or
take if in remote parts of the wilGerness—unreserved, be-
cause of little or no value.

Their fate was no better after the late war. When their
services were wanted, they were talked to, as were the In-
dians. They were called ¢ children of their great father
across the great waters.” Well,—they fought; and, at the
close of the war, the Prince Regent thanked them for their
valuable and highly appreciated services. They fought in
that war to maintain the ©right of search,” and oppose
“free trade and sailors’ rights”—that is, the right claimed
by Great Britain to board American vessels at sea, examine
their papers, passengers, and crew, and then seize, take and
carry away any of their fellow subjects, who, tired of a

 life on the gcean, were joining the tide of emigration to the
western world. Right or wrong, they fought forit; and
sustained, in the contest, great loss of property. They
‘were promised that they should be paid all the losses they
‘had sustained. And how has that pledee been fulfilled ?
The war closed in 1815; and in 1836, after the lapse
~ of upwards of twenty years, the losses were paid, after
*great deductionsfrom the assessed value—and paid, too,
. out of their own pockets!! They, the suferers, were
- obliged to tax themselves to pay a part ; and the govern-
ment professed to pay the rest—but not without the aid of

23
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their casual and territorial revenue. How trul_y theK hlaig
<aid. “we were promised all our losses, dugmgr ;1 e aas
War: but had, inthe end, to pay ourselves. is w
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CHAPTER II
Alien Bill and Clergy Reserves.

But the most cruel cut of all, was the detestable Alien
Biill.  After twice fighting for British supremacy, they lit-
tle thought they should survive to be called aliens !/ But
they were coolly told, that when the independence of the
United States was recognized, all, without distinction,
domiciled in that country, became citizens of it, and aliens
to Great Britain. The treaty of peace made no provision
in their behalf; and the very nation for which they had
fought, and whose cause they had espoused, at the hazard of
life and fortune for eight miserable years, made them alicns
with the same dash of the pen, which made the revolution-
ists free. ‘Their hearts were wrung with an agony of feel -
ing. But it wasthe just retribution of Heaven, to punish
them, for aiding the cruel oppressor in enslaving the oppress-

ed. Heaven smiled on the righteous efforts of the oppress-
ed sons of f{reedom, and said, “ =& rree!” be happy and
multiply; butto the oppressors, the enemies of liberty, and
the rights of man, “Be thou in thy turn oppressed and
humbled, and learn the difference between slavery and
freedom..”
~ The U. E’s had long gloried in the name of British sub-
Jects ; and were often betrayed into insulting expressions
against the republicans as aliens. Butif it wason their
part a delusion, it was not without excuse. The govern-
ment professed to regard them as of an “endeared relation;”
the first governor, by proclamation, invited them as sub-
Jects; and in the 31st. Geo. 111, a British act was passed in
Ats tone, provisions and objects, beguiling them into the
same credulity. Upon the faith of these allurements, they,
as well as other American born similarly situated, set-
tled in Canada; and performed all the duties and exer-
cttsed all the rights of subjects, both in peace and in war.—
They fought against the Americans as British subjeets in
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the last war, never dreaming, that, asaliens to Great Brit-
ain, and citizens of America, the Americans might hang
them for treason. An act was passed in 1814, entitled “‘an
act to declare certain persons therein described, aliens, and
to invest their estates in his majesty” and it recited that
“many persons; inhabitants of the United States of Ameri-
ca, claiming to be subjects of his Majesty, and renewing
their allegiance as such by oath, had solicited and received
tracts of land from his majesty, or become seized of lands
by inheritance, or otherwise, in the province, &e.” From
this act they could not doubt their right to leave the Uni-
ted States, elaim to be subjects of Hi;seﬂu_i_g__iﬁe_sty, renew their
allegiance, 1f it had been suspended, hold lands and exer-

" cise the rights of subjects. They were, therefore, thun-

der struck, when, in 1825, they were pronounced aliens;
that, as such they could not hold lands, and that all titles
obtained by sales through them were so tainted as to be
absolutely null and void; and also that, as aliens they conid
not exercise the elective franchise,or sit in the House of As-
sembly, although they had exercised those rights undispu-
ted for thirty years. They were thrown into consternation;

the province was up in arms, and nothing but the fear of

their enemies and the patriotism of some of their public men,
saved them from disfranchisement, and thie country from ru-
in. T'his strange treatmentsof inviting them there assubjects
using them as such in war, and in peace making the great
discovery that they were aliens, and calling into wanton
dispute their political and civil rights, was rather cold evi-
dence of their ‘endeared relations.” Had they not much

to envy in the country they left? Who can blame them

for rising in arms ? What rendered their eireumstances
the more keenly felt, was the reflection, that after all their
personal efforts and sacrifices, during two wars, to main-
tain British supremacy; their acknowledged “endeared re-
lations™ to that supremacy, had no other effect, than finally
in making them aliens. It was mortifying, and they
felt itin the extreme. They could not, as one of them said,
“look upon the morning sun, or follow its glorious course
through the sky, without looking towards that prosperous
famiiy of republics, whom they, in the {olly of their pride
3 S
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and ignorance, labored hard and perseveringly to reduce
to their own degrading state of colonial bondage, without
regret and remorse” They felt that they had eaten sour
grapes, and that,for their political sins, their children’s teeth
were set on edge. They were convinced that the only
atonement they could male, was to set the example to their
ofiSpring, that “rebellion to tyrants was obedience o God."
They have done so,and as long as the British hold a foot
of land in North America, it will never be lost sight of.—
The blood of the slaughtered and strangled sons of liberty;
the tears of widows and orphans, the anguish of those
doomed to chains and slavery, in far foreign lands, the suf:
ferings of banished exiles in foreign climes; with the sighs
of their « endeared relations” in the Canadas, all cry aloud
to Heaven for vengeance. The stormemay appear hushed
for the present, bug it is the omnious calm preceding a vi-
olent and desolating hurricane. The day of retribution
will come, and woe to him who dare resist it,

The reader will bear in mind that Simcoe was appointed
the first governor of Upper Canada, and of swhom it may be
truly said,that he was the hest they ever had. 'The constita.
tional act of which he was hoth the bearer and the first ad-
ministrator, had embodied in it, as he fairly saw, the bane
of Canada’s future peace and happiness, viz: an establish-

ed clergy appropriation. Some vears previous to the division

of the province of Quebec, into the upper and lower province,
the Surveyor General had orders from the home govern-
ment, to lay out the Upper province into districts; these into
counties; the connties into townships of ten miles square;
and these again into concessions, containing a certain num-
ber of 280" acre lots. The patents granted for the lands
thus surveyed, have all the mines they might contain, and
the white pine which grew on them, reserved for the use of
the erown. Gov. Simecoe, on assuming the administration
advertised those of the old settlers, who had received pat-
ents for their lands, that it was highly necessary that they
should forthwith, apply to the proper office for new ones
having the new great seal of the upper province attached
to them. - They didso. But what was their surprise, and

that of theU. E. Loyalists in particular, who were promised
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their lands free from-all encumbrances, when in addition

to the former Ccrowi reserves, tfhey fot}ild ?ne:s;-ez:en.zfa of
their farms appropriated for Clergy rmese.' 2:18.;"«11 58
The feelings engendered by ‘tl'ns unexpecte ‘;11: e
ed clergy clog,were any thing but friendly to the (111 {;, :;ed 33
stitutiuﬁ; meetings “ifelrlc held, 1;035(:31;1::'?:; were adopte
797 hich the following are extracts. \ ;)
hiff‘i?:it\gm union of the church mtl} the st-atef lafﬁ;lrz 33
this province, issubversive of the true 11}_teres§'o‘ )(:r 24
contrary to the express tdr}clt;}u:atmgﬂoaithe aviour,,
said his kingdom was not of this world, : .
sm{c‘l 'lI]‘ltSiulzltL;g civil goverment has any right to 1nterfele b;é
tween man and his Maler, by imposing on him a::y ??ﬁ_s
of worship, whether in accordance with the dictateso
1 ¢ or not. §
Gogéf‘llf;:ﬁhg1end0wmems of any church with one seveilth
of thelands of this maguificent province, is detrimenta tp
the interests of religion, the settlement of this cofun}iry, an
infringement upon the just rights and privileges of the 'Pofci
ulation, subversive of its future peace and };appm’?ss, ar
contrary to the declared wishes of its mhabx‘tautsi o
‘Such were the sentiments entertained, at this early peSr_m
of the government, towards an established clergy. = 131;1-
coe advised the home government, of the bad faellmg er -
ted by this ill advised appropriation, a(:_nd':i}x_der;p ¥ r_egof_u
mended a different disposition of it, as the peace ;n : d
ture welfare of the province required it. ‘He_wasf 1}11'30 e
to reserve every seventh lot or concession in lieu of the Qél_ﬁ-
seventh of overy lot. The inhabitants considered this
some reliefi: yet the idea of imposing on them a clergy es-
tablishment,with an appropriation in any shap_e; or Elalll%el’f,
was highly galling to their feclings, 1n 1797 t eyt_ or-
warded a petition to the Imperial government, reques -:Fg}f
the reserves set apart, by the constitution, to be dlspl.;s_eh od
for the purpose of general education,—that an esta dis Ti
church, if persisted in, would kindle 1partyr | strife, an tre_l;
gious jealousies, and animosities, and finally terminate 1
open rebellion. This was answered by another appropri-

ation of half a million of acres of the people’s property fo_J:
the support of a grammar school in each district, and an es-
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esablished church college, for the instruction of the
tin the faith and doctrines of the King’s chnrch.

The next grievance that succeeded, was the legitimate
offspring of the former. The English church being thus
established, by the constitution, 1t was enacted that niar-
riages performed by any minister, not of the established
order, should be, to all intents and purposes void, and the
issue illegitimate ; and the minister officiating, should on
conviction, be liable to fine, imprisonment, or banish-
ment, at the discretion of the court.

On the first establishment, or settlement of the provingze,
the favorite clergy were so few and far between, that the gov-
ernment, to suit the convenience of the settlers, empowered
magistrates, not residing within eighteen miles of an estab-
lished clergyman, to perform that duty; but rather than en-
courage the former,. whose creed they did not profess ; or
employ the latter, who were generally half pay Officers,
and men of rather easy morals, hundreds of them, adopted
the only alternative, crossed into the United States with the
minister of their own profession, and there were married
according to the ceremony of their respective churches.
Nor are Dissenters, even, now, permitted to marry their
own members, until they prove their ordination, obtain a
license and certificate of their qualifications, from that most
miserable of all courts, the magistratesin Quarter Sessions
assembled. These courts are admitted,by all who ever wit-
nessed their proceedings, to be the ne plus ulira of bigotry
and ignorance. Many of the magistrates, until lately,
could hardly make their mark ; yct they are the learned
body whom the legislature appointed to proneunce upon
the qualifications of learned Dissenting ministers! An-
other serious evil atising from the same source, is, that
while the government grants a salary of 400 dollars per-
annum to the teachers of the few district grammar schools,
none but professed members of the established church are
allowed to officiate ! And, until Gov. Colbourne’s admin-
istration, none but a clergyman of that church, was permit-
ted to officiate as chaplain to the Assembly; nor was any ever
allowed to perform the duties of an executive or legislative
councilman, but members of the same church. A con-

youth
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nection with it was the only passport to offices of tr;lxs't,
honor or emolument. Their clergymen were, besides [tmglr
respective portions of emoluments arising from the 15,00 h’td
000 cleruy reserves, paid by the home government erkg .
hundred dollars each, yearly, for officiating once a week, hl
the weather wonld permit his reverence to ride in a cus l;
ioned buggy to church, while the ministers of the Sccétc :
established Kirk, Piesbyterian dissenters, Methodists, df_tp-
tists, &c., were allowed nothing. Yet, although thege is-
senting winisters, in their knowledge, morality, and use-
fulness, were admitted to be as far superior to the stat{;
paid clergy, as the light of reason is to the dgrknedss 0
ignorance, they were nevertheless compelled to undergo
the degrading ordeal of a mock theological examination,
before a court of Quarter Sessions, of half pay officers
and others, as ignorant as they ate illiterate. Thisis a
part of the blessed effect of an established church—a sore
i ing evil.
an]%ucrzgl;?he succeeding administrations of Gov’s. Rl}_ssel,
Hunter and Gore, the affairs of the province, as each suc-
ceeded the other, assumed a still more serious and decisive
character. Restrictive and oppressive measures abounded.
Taxes were levied on square logged and framed houses,
brick and stone houses, and ehimueys; on cultivated and
uncultivated lands of resident holders, while non-resxdgnts
were exempt; on horned cattle, agd “horses: two years
old, pleasure wagons of every description, grist and saw
mills, &c., besides county and district taxes. In fact every
thing of any importance was taxed, that would bear being
so. The choiceof the public lands were frittered away in
thousands of acres to executive and legislative councillors;
and to hungry, worthless minions in and out of oﬁice.--;
Even Gov. Russel granted to himself “Peter Russel, Esq.
ten thousand acres of the waste lands of the ero wn. Pub—
lic functionaries sought only the means of their own ag-
grandizement in the oppression of the poor seftlers. A
principle of sordid grasping was manifested in every de-
partment. The policy pursued by the executive in the ex-
ercise of their patronage in the disposal of offices and croT\;n
a nds, exercised a corrupting downward m%;lence. e




.

L

30.

stream was poisoned at the fount, From the governor,to the
lowest functionary, all was unmitigated selfishness.  The
more respectable class of emigran(s crossed the line soon
after their arrival in the province, and the expeetations of
those who hoped to see their adopted country filled with
a hardy, enterprising and industrious population, backed
by men of capital and skill, whereby the resources of the
Province might be developed, were cruelly disappointed.
Lhe scandalous abuses which existed in the Land granting
departient, arrived to such a pitch of monstrous magnitude
that the home government felt itself imperiously called
upan {0 interpose with the Land couneil, In fact, the cor-
ruptions, and system of patronage and favoritism pursued
i Gov. Gore's administration, arrived to such a degree of
profligucy, that no part of the British empire, however cor-
tupt, ever witnessed the like.
‘I'he poor Seotch Highlanders,
driven, by distress from the |
fathers, and  to
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who in 1797, 8 and 9 were
and and home of their fore-
whom portions of land were promised,
could not, iir consequence of their distant location from the
older settiemer
who could not employ or furnish them with the means
to improve their grounds, derive any benefit from them.—
Hundreds crossed the “St. Lawrenice to gain a liveli-
hood on ecasier terms. Their descendents are now
wealthy citizens, many of them filling offices of honor and
emolument nnder the best and happiest government in the
world. "The legislature, in place of encouraging settlers,
by expending the public moneys,on opening roads and lines
of communication between the newly surveyed townships
and the old frontier seltlements, sought only plausible pre-
tensions, to apply them to their own selfish purposes,—
The revenues of the province were altogether unaccounted
fors the settlers left to make their own roads as best they
couid. And as they advanced by theirindustry, from pov-
eIty to competence, government taxed them accordingly.
Their commerce was restricted to the home market ; heavy
taxes imposed on every foreign article, tea, sugar, cbﬂ'ee,
salt, raw and manufactired iron, molasses and liquors of
every description. Large sums were thus annually raised,

1s, waatof roads, the poverty of the settlers
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aswell by other local taxation, xlvhich vgen;le gg;th‘tﬂevr'egﬁrs-
1or judiciously expended. Mr. Weeks,
rectly accounted for, 1 hot. for Thatebng
' he Assembly, was shot, fo ‘
a liberal member of t R L Palne
i ; r. Wilcox, editor ol a
respousible government, I edit i
2:31;1 11;.:}:1- for exgosing the barefaced C‘mruptlom’?F{l’;'l)e?iéﬁ
ofiicé) was compelled to abscond. 'Ihcfpeo[;le.:, l ti?ions
’ ast decaying their pe
d as fast decaying, for |
to the government wa - ying, i o
i regarded ; thelr grievalces ineres
ere unnoticed or disregarded ; A ;
Zimh succeeding year ; their coumry,futlig in 30;1.’.511.31111:1\;
1 i spurces—was prostrated an )
S na;u_ral B iy ] .P flice'\gave power to op-
ruthless minions, whose };][;C{,b in o ; p;_,omesqed s
affairs of the province progress
D i f war in June, 1812. War,
worse, until the declaration o . :
ttc;; ;;est "is looked upon as the greatest calamity t\l};t
can be[’all any nation, but at this p:L*i_rtIcu\rS CTISIS, 1L‘F:t]m
iled rre: ajority of the Upper Provinee, as
hailed by a great majority o [ ce, a9
harbincrgr aiglheir final deliverance from colonial misrule
and oppression. ) 1
Sirl(?eorfre Provost, Governor General, and L-orrllman't;%r
in Chief of British North America, at this eventful _pegﬂtﬁ
being well aware of the defection of the majority in o
provinces; issued a pro::Imnntmu,p!iomlism%', a\:1 t;he 11m n:lqri
1 ' “land to all whoshould voluntari-
tion of the war, grants of land to | !
ly turn out in defence of his majesty’s erown fnr;[d dlgn:gi
aredress of all real or supposed grlev_%m&es,'a“ a]e(i?;r;gm[
' ey might sustaih during ¢
sation for any loss they migh ks
' (i fe to those who should rece
contest—a pension during ¥ goivg
wounds or be otherwise disabled. This had a conslder;r
ble effect on the French Canadians. But \}rl?cn the w
was over, the object obtained, and their services no longer
requircd,'i.lese sounding promises, were as usual, soon dql:-
gotten, and the poor kabitans left to chew the eud ?afi ]1:-
gppointment. A similar proclamation was address }}'_
General Sir [saac Brock, to the subjects of the Promstzﬁ c?h
Upper Canada, which, (except upon the‘GlengarlryU c
Highlanders,) made little or no impression onlt 18 tp]c:t1 T,
Anglo Canadians, whose defeetion was too deeply roote
be easily removed.



CHAPTER T1II.

Glengarry, and its settlement by the Highlanders.

It St :
readé?zybn'o% Egarhaps, be amiss, in this place, to give the
i rief history of the settlement of Glengarry, b
these once exiled Highlanders. A
= dShor_tIy after the defeat of the Chevalier Prince Charles
- u_rardi at the memorable battle of Culloden, on the 16th
April, 1746, where the Highland claymore, for the first
Elt_me_, proved ineflectual against the bayonet and superior
a}SClpllﬂe; .anld all hopes of rallying the ronted. clans was
given up, the Prince, after a consultation, deemed it neces-
sdary to dismiss his remarning faithful adherents, with or-
ers to disperse by different ways, that their enemies mich
be lilafﬂed by the variety of their routes Huandreds llll‘:{iht
er than trust to the clemency of their enem: which
_ ucy of their enemies, of which
;ﬁﬁ?uhﬁf élfad a dreadful example, in the indi’scriminate
o men, women, and children, for thi '

. ‘ _ _ rty miles
Square, repaired, with all possible secrcc;r, to the gﬂ'erent
g;partg and. t-hlere embarked for the American colonies

1eir arrival, they soucht out the ir

_ y soug settlements of their
ﬁr%s.crl bed countrymen, the patriots of 1715, and there set.
o0 some in the province of New-York and others i
the colony of Virginia. ’ L
aﬂéﬂ a i’eg{_;ﬁears, after the fury of the royalists ceased
ceiéb;;iigdﬁﬂ:&phirlggan }gcl) rep})ﬁe [;:onﬁdenca in neighbor; the
ole ome, Flora MeDonald, and her oal]
band, embarked for. the latter ' Sp L
nd, ] > latter place, to spend the remai
remainde
of as_mgular!y chequered and romantic life with her exngé
cnggfgﬂmetn, t1}1'1 the bo‘gom of the gigantic forests of America
- frevious fo their embarking, (on account of ] '
% : G 1€r unexam-
phac‘f1 fanc:lhfugness: unshaken and virtuous adherence thll:l;’-
599- andevil report, in concealing and conductine tli’rouu‘h
s:ggggs Psu_ad pefi"lls allmost incredible, the hunted and pgr
rnce, for whom, by 't.royai proclamati lirty
filed Prir y amation, thirt
;Z_E%lgsaéll}__.pounds was offered,) in approbation of such heroj—r
conduct, thereigning family conferred upon her several
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tokens of the royal favor, for which she proved grateful ev-
er afterwards. When the revolution broke out, in all the
violence of civil war, her husband,in consequence of ad-
vanced age, and the personal obligation they were under
to the royal House of Hanover, urged her return with him
to Scotland, to enjoy the sere of life in peace and quiet-
ness. She complied. Buta little prior to their departure,
she called upon her exiled countrymen for the last time,
and in the most affectionate manner, enjoined them to re:
main neutral, if possible ; but if compelled to bear arms on
either side, by all means, to throw the weight of their good
broad swords in the scales of freedom; for, said she, {*hea-
ven will, ultimately, crown with success, if their hearts and
energies fail not, the heroic efforts of the assertors of their
country’s rights; especially, as in the present instance, when
armed with justice and truth.” They understood her well,
and with heart and soul, embraced the cause of the oppres-
ed sons of liberty; of whom the chivalric M’ Donald’s
deeds of valor and daring exploits, are indelibly recorded
in the pages of the revolution. The gallant Monroes, Ma-
thesons, Mac Kays, and Gunns, also convinced the British
in many a hard fought baitle, that their martial ardor was
not quite extinguished in the bloody field of Culloden. The
descendants of these hardy exiles, are at this day classed
among the mostreputable citizens of Virginia.

But their copatriots, who settled in the colony of New
York, were not so fortunate in their determination. Gen.
Howe, the then commander in chief of the British forces
in North America,on hearing that the Scots inVirginia had
joined the continentals, and were among the most active of
the opposers of British domination, despatched Sir John
Johustone to the Scots settlement on the Mohawk—Capt.
James Craig, afterwards Governor of Lower Canada, and
Lieut. Donald Cameron of the Regulars, to other parts, to
induce the Highlanders to join the Royal standard; and to
convince them, that their interest and safety depended on
their doing so.

They persuaded the uninstructed Highlanders, thatthe

rebels had neither money, means; nor allies; that it wasim-

possible they could for any length of time, withstand the

T
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mighty power and means of Gueat Britain; that their prop.
erty would be confiscated, and apportioned to the loyalists
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plans and intentions, praying him to confirm the request of
his countrymen, and prevent their return to the United

who should volunteer to reduce them to subjection. “I'hé States.

Highlanders having duly weighed these circumstances.
came to the conclusion, that the Americans would, like the
Scots, in 1746, be ultimately overpowered ;—that it was,
therefore, to their interest, as they would not be permitted
to remain neutral, to join the British standard.
The greater part of them volunteered under the com
mand of Sir J. Johnstone, and served faithfully with him
until the peace of 1783.  On the exchange of the ratifica:
bon of peace, these unfortunate Highlanders, saw them:
selves once miore bereft of house and home. The
reward of their loyalty, and attachment to British suprema-
cy, after fighting the battles of England for seven long and
doubtful years, and sacrifiieng their all, was finally, an un-
generous abandonment by the British government of their
1nterests, In not securing their property and personal safety,
in the treaty of peace. Theobject for which their services
were required, not being accomplished, they were uncere-
moniously left to shift for themselves inthe lower Provinee,
among a race of people, whose language they did not un-
derstand, and whose manners and habits of life were quite
dissimlar to their own. Col. McDonald, a near kinsman
of the chief of that name, and who had, also, taken an act-
Ive part in the royal army, during the revolution, commis-
crating their unfortunate condition, collected them together,
and in afriendly manner,in their own native language, in-
formed them, that if it were agreeable to their wishes, he
would forthwith apply to the governor for a tract of land
in the upper Province, where they might settle down ina
body ; and where, as they spoke a language different to that
of the natives, they might enjoy their own society, and be
better able to assist each other.

This, above all things, was what they wished for, and
they therefore received the proposal with gratitude, With-
outmuch farther delay, the Colonel proceeded to the upper.
Province, pitched upon the eastern part of the eastern Dis-
Ariet) and after choosing a location for himself, directed his
course to. head quarters—informed the Governor of his

The governor approved of his design, and promised ev-
ery assistance. Satisfied that all was done, that could
reasonably be expected, the Colonellostno time, in com-
municating the result of his mission to his expectant coun-
trymen; and they, in ashort time afterwards, removed with
him to their new location. The Highlanders, not long af-
ter, proposed to the Colonel as a mark of their approbation
for his services, to call the settlement Glengarry, in honor
of the chief of his elan, by which name it is distinguish-
ed to thisday. It may be proper, to remember, in this
place, that many of these were the immediate descendants
of the proscribed Highlanders of 1715, and not a few the
descendants of the relatives of the treacherously murdered
clans of Glencoe (for their faithful and incorruptible adher-
ance, to the royal family of Stuart,) by King William the
3d, of Bloody memory, the Dutch defender of the English
christian tory faith. But by far the major part, were the
patriots of 1746,—the gallant supporters of the deeply la-
mented Prince Charles Edward, and who, as before stated,
had sought refuge in the colonies, from the British dun-
geons and bloody scaffolds.

It was not, therefore,their attachment to the Britsh crown,
nor their love of British institutions, that induced them to
take up arms against the Americans ; but their fears that
the insurrection, would prove as disastrous to the sons of
Liberty, as the Rebellion and the fatal field of Cullodenhad
been to-themselves; and that if any of them were found in the
ranks of the discontented, they would be more severely
dealt with in consequence of their former rebellion. Their
chagrin was great indeed, especially, when they compared
their former comfortable circu mstances, in the state of New
York, with their present miserable condition; and particu-
larly, when they reflected how foolishly they had permitted
themselves to be duped, out of their once happy homes by
the promises of a government, which they knew from for-
mer experience, to be as false and treachereus, as it was eru-
el and overbearing. They settled down, but with no very
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friendly feelings towards a government which had allured
them to their ruin, and which atlast, left them to their own
resources, after fighting their battles for eight sanguinary
years. Nor are their descendants, at this day, remarkablg
for either their loyalty, or attachment, to the reigning fami
ly.  These were the first settlers of Glengarry. Itisa sin:
gular circumstance, that, nearly all the Highlanders, whe
fought for liberty and independence, and who remained 1
the U. 8., afterwards became rich and independent, whilg
oq the other hand, with a very few exceptions; every indi
vidual, whether American or European, who took up arms
against the revolution, became blighted in his prospeects
Witness the U. E. Loyalists of Upper Canada; the refu
gees of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. It seems, as if
a curse had been entailed upon them and their children.
The second class of Highland emigrants that settled ir
Glengarry, although of another description, were as much
harrassed and as much the dupes of the British govern:
ment, as the former. Immediately after the battle of Cul
loden, the feudal system, which in the highlands of Scot-
land, was based on the mutual interest of the chieftain and
vassal, being then entirely dissolved, the highland chief
saw no reazson why he should any longer keep up his pride
by retaining a numerous clan. He, therefore, determined,
to rid himself of his poor dependants and let his premises to
a miore productive class of tenantry. It was not, therefore,
uncommon to see irom one to two hundred families turned
adrift, and the farms which they had oceupied, converted in:
to one sheep walk, for the accomodation of a southern shep:
herd; or, as it was termed in the country, a hundred and
fifty or two hundred Highland smokes going through one
English chimney. The poor people were thus disposses
sed of their small farms, and compelled to dispose of theit
stock for little or nothing, because there were no persons
to,purchase, but those who supplanted them. In this dis
tressed situation they were ciston the world. Ignorant of
any other language, but their own native Gaelic, and neves
having travelled beyond the limits of their native vallies]
they were perfect strangers to the ways and manners of
the world.  The few that could muster means to pay theit

.
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passage to America, whither they were desirous to emigrate
were afraid to venture on the sea.

The British cruisers and ships of war had positive orders
from the Admiralty to prevent the departure of emigrants
from the higlands of Scotland, and to press such able boai-
ed men as they found on poard the emigrant ships. 'These
orders were carried into execution, and hundreds of them,
who were foolhardy enough to venture on the ocean, were
pressed, half seas across,—the father and husband, Iu‘rclbl.y
separated forever from the wife and children ; the widow’s
son, the solace and stay of his mother, dragged from her ma-
ternal arms. On the arrival of this news, the Highlanders
no longer attempted to emigrate; they wandered through
the lowlands for employment, but could find little in conse-
quence of their not understanding the English language.
In this deplorable situation, the reverend and philanthropie
Alexander McDonell of the Roman Catholic ehurch, found
ihem as sheep without a shepherd, and asstrangers in their
native country.  Affected hy their distressed circumsiances,
he conceived the idea of getting them embodied as Fenci-
ble corps i his majesty’s service, with the young chief
MeDouell of Glengarry, for their Colonel. A letter of ser-
vice was accordingly issued to raise the regiment. It was
no sooner embodied, than the rebellion in Ireland broke
out. The English government, true to their motto 5 “di-
vide and conquer,” knowing this regiment to be entirely
composed of catholics, ordered them to that unfortunate
country, to imhrue their hands, in their brother eatholie’s
blood; and assist in annihilating the last vestige of Irish lib-
erty. These Highlanders, whom the Irish called the dey-
il’s bloodhounds, both on accouit of their dress, and habit
of climbing and traversing the mountains, had greatly the
advantage in every renconter; so much so; that they redueced
in a few months, the brave Iolt’s independent Irishmen,
from a thousand strong, to a few scores. Tlolt, seéing his
numbers so fast diminishing, surrendered to Lord Powers
court, and was transported to Botany Bay. Dwyer, anoth-
er Trish chieftan, after almost his whole party had been kil
led or taken, was at length surprised in a house, with o fow
of his remaining followers, by a party of the Glengarries ;—
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Here, he defended himself, and killed some of his pursuers,
till the house being set on fire, he was shot while endeavor-
ing to escape, naked through the fiames.

The Marquis Cornwallis, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,
and commander of the forces, was so well pleased with the
services of the Glengarry Fencibles, that he recommended
them to the particular notice of the British Government.—
But mark, when the object of their enlistment was accom-
plished, and government had no farther need of their ser-
vices, these brave men were disbanded, with a bare thank
ye! “What,” said one of these gallant sons of the moun-
tains, “is, ‘thank ye,’ all the reward we are to receive for as-
sisting to reduce the patriot 1rish catholics to English sub-
Jection? It may do very well for an Englishman, but it is
not bread for a Highlander.”

Thus they were again thrown on the world, but with
their English a little improved, as poor and destitute as ev-
er.  Struck, a second time, with their forlorn condition, the
Reverend and humane Priest; McDonell proceeded at hig
own expense to London, to represent their destitute situation
to the government, and to endeavor to induce the ministers?
to lend them assistance to emigrate to Upper Canada, where
many of their friends were algeady settled. Mr. Addings
ton, the then Premier, expressed his deep regret, that so
brave and faithiul a portion of his majesty’s subjects, who
had so distingnished themselveés in their country’s service,
and from whom no murmurs or discontent were ever heard;
should be compelled to quit their native soil by the harsh
treatment of the covernment, and transfer their allegianee
to the United States:—and promised that assistance would
be eranted them to proceed to Nova Seotia, New Brunswick

or Cape Breton: but assured the Rev. McDonell that his
majesty’s government considered the hold they had of Up- .
per Canada, “so slender and so precarious, that he did
not_feel himself at liberty fo assist British subjects o
emigrate to that colony.” The priest replied, that if as-
sistanee were tendered upon a liberal scale, it would allay
the irritated feelings entertained by the Highlanders
against their landlords, whose cruel counduet was identified
with the system and operation of the government. More-
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o ver, the Scots quitting their country in 11};5 c?xabspbeer;trei
state, and settling 1n the United States, 1'gad1Iy 1trn tlhe N
publican principles, and a detmmmgd antllpat_g._ of m‘l;m.
ish government ; whereas, by diverting the tide © 13 fae
tion into the British colonies, their population wgud ke
d their affections might he reconciled, by t}:a
1duct of the government towards thern._ Mr.
r0C! for him an order, with the
of Upper Canada, to grant

creased, an
parental cor ‘
Addington zlu; 1eﬁgl:1iprrl>éztgfﬁ
i al, to the Lieut. 7 :
ggélaz:;z;}ofg land to every one of them who shcmlld zﬁ_rge
in the province. This was no soonet known, than i%? igh-
land Chiefs took the alarm, and cousldm;e‘d this offer ads an
allurement to entice their vassals away. I'hey procure _l'ag
act of Parliament against emigration, partially pompeI‘lmm
the Hichlanders to enlist in the regular service. 13 1ey
1'epreséiited in strong terms the loss his majesty’s “io‘u stusci
tain by permitting them to emigrate 1n thelr¥e)‘.§clapgrate
state, that they would become citizens of the Unite F‘ Lett es,
and deadly enemies to the British government. .hcn Rl;n-
ately, however, before the b_;ll went into opera_tu:m, { hg V.
Mr. McDonell procured shipping for a number of them.—
On their arrival at Quebec they proceeded immediately 1o
their friends in Glengarry, where they settled down with as
httle of friendly feeling towords the British, as the first ;B_t—
tlers had, and with the exception of a few office, their
descendents are not remarkable for their loyalty to this day.
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able-bodi of the Proyj ; :
e-bodied men secretly, and mz\;l:lce hundreds of yoyyine in review before Gen. Br ock, he remarked to one of-his
ol sl ”leme'aifi’s,- « What a noble looking set of prisoners.”’ Yes,” re-
i | tain Hull, one of the prisoners, “and
1sg y a d—d old fool.”

guine were thev i
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of friends must be]iﬁ?;n? [ileritag’e, the m.n-v,ff (;‘f"‘;ﬂ}“ with t&l}em were hung at Burlington heights, and many made
You will be atled by you with ¢ al of an army, their escape. _
ﬂ.ud're‘;?;iesrioifag?'l“}ffid ﬁ}(;:n "Yf"z“;)?iziial welcome.,| Such wgs the result of Gen. Hull’s invasion of Upper
doubt of'evan.ﬂe 1gnified station of free-m(en oppression, (Canada at the commencement ot the war. ;
Idonot. I 001;0 AnCEess, I mioht ask Yt:;ur i Had 1 any! On the morning of the 13th of October following thea-
a force which w'eilplep ared for every comiﬂ_ceslmslﬂ-ﬂc:e; but. bove inglorious affair, Gen. Van Rensselaer, with a column
foree is but the 1L break down all OPposi?tﬂiol.c.Y' [ have ofa thousand strong, crossed from Lewiston, and after a
clamation eqnalVﬂngua{d of one much greater o ,”“f;l that.  sharp but short contest carried @ueenston heights in gal-
had it been fi “S' any of the bulletins of Boun Thispro.. lantstyle. Buta British reinforcement, under the comi-
I’s m ollowed up with spirjt d”““ﬁparte, and ~ mand of Gen. Sheaffe having arrived, the fortune of the
and determination,  day was changed, and the heights retaken aftera sanguin-

HulPs m
memor wou. ; L
¥ Id have been cherished by th ; : e : :
v the Canadi.  ary conlict of some duration, in which the American army
‘and much personal courage; but

ans aud their posterity (o ¢
: vc:::m{;‘gg ﬁfg etk Uilper 60?31{:1;; _t'mjl_)i’- tastfm Washing- displayed great bravery,

ly dispg:sit,’o?l té_]fe 1;1"3”0_": and availing hn;]ée}? ?'f'ﬂ.'ce of ad- their discipline was rather deficient. Seven hundred and
for a fewrd: ; © people, after bh?stér.i_ o ..‘_’flhe- {riend - fifty surrendered as prisoners, besides the killed and _w‘qpn_d—
tys about Sandwich, to the ; g- -and parading ed. The British loss m killed and wounded was great.
' sad disappointment Gen. Broclk, the idol of the Canadian army, fell early in
Col. M'Donald, his provineial. aid, one of the
s adherents fell also.

of the Canadi
adians, and ]
ordetod £ 1 the astonishm i
, for some reason nent of his troops t i
never explained, a retreat tg ]’[)lc]:_) -szaesc?a(::}ll(::l'rs.ofPrin'ce.Char

troit, and
; net long aft
R O =i erv;rards 3
prisoners of wq A surrendered disoy: : s -
f'war, to an inferior i “nderd(l}sgmcefully as © The result of this affair convineed i
en. Brocek, as to contend for the future with no ordinary marksmen—
that discipline, and not courage, Wa

_ Ve
nad stacked their : i : i ! : !
arms, and were pass- ing in the American army. I'his ended the campaigin: ©
1812. i '

les Edward’

ed the British they had

s the, onlyjthing lack-
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loyalists of both Provinees became almost frantic with

sive. - Every person suspected was disarmed. Hundred
a left their families and properties and escaped to the Unite
i States, to avoid being drafted to serve in the militia.
lag the winter months great preparations were being
| {or an early campaign. Recruiting parties were got
At ‘every section of the Provinee,
H 7 Scarcely any would turn out,
regiment of militia was incorporated,

On the morning of the 24th of February, 1813, the

United States army, was suddenly attacked,

short but desperate resistance was carried by tl
ries and several

Lieut. Col. M’Donell. The Glengarries and militia
ed severely from the well pointed guns of the enemy

tion of the St. Lawrence fo Kingston.

But a little after this atfair, the most treacherously eruel
and eold blooded wholesale murder was perpetrated by the
Indians under the control of the savage
Frenchtown, River Raisi n, that ever disoraced the arme of
any: nation, civilized or savage, [t was thus. A British
force, consisting of four hundred regulars and six hundred
indian warriors from Detroit and Malden, under the Imme-
diate direction of Gen. Proctor, surprised, on the morning
of the 22d of Janu ary, the advance of Gen, Harrison s army,
amounting to about five hundred Kentuclians, eommand-
ed by Gen. Winchester, Yet notwithstanding the advan-
tages the British had, by choosing their own mode of at.
tack, the keen-eyed Kentuciians fought with a determina-
tion which scattered death and destruction with an unspar-
ing hand in the ranks of the British ; but their want of dis-

cipline proved their ruin, Neglecting, from the suddenness
of the.attaglg,-: tosecure their flanks from enfilade, they were
surrounded.  Still, they fought, each one intent only on

the government officers became solent, cruel, and oppres

war or 1812. 45

| it ; | i M the In-

After the successful termination of this engagement thiiline a red coat or a painted face. 1_11efy§=11 ?(f*ntucky

‘ j“?ﬂia-nsbwas answered by the deadly erack of the boLt e

[ while despair took hold of the friends of republican institleifa.  "The work of deat‘l'i R rémut %% i?::: bothsides

. f tions. In proportion as the British army proved VICOriousy o truly terrifying. d,l he gIaHa]ilt ‘ r‘;:;;mded ;- ter, on
| seeing his devoted band completely su by

| 5?1?;: gthc men dropping at a fearful rate on his right and

b 3

(=)

: _ g
left, front and rear, and no way to escape, Propos_ed t?tsuof
Duryender on condition of securing dthe Iiv_tif_ anﬁ]grgf%ecefs of
t i 16 savage permitting
madighe privates from the savages, and | : g i
lfetai ir si This was readily and gladly gra
Uup Iifetain their side-arms. This wa ‘ Iy prent
Volunteers were called forgd Ty Gen. Proctor, who was himself redtlice;i [?gcould i
With great exertions onefy fire} of the Kentuckl%rlss " that stofs i oo codldn
_ hlonger avoc ¢
hold out muehlonger. 'I'he hav nmif . ;
gar'[was dreadful ; and the sense of his loss in kl{leding3 :V(:g%tiis
rison af Ogdensburgh, commanded by Maj. Forsyth of theed roused his savage {:e1-x]1)erlpllzl itogg{g ot::gr Js?n-rpndered
and after ajudgment. Gen. Winchester 1ad no sool S
16 G ICH;‘-."ﬁF-%haE Proctor retired in sullen sl]encec} tod his he:f;}ﬁg:é?:
other detachments under the command ofpn pretence of writing despatches, Orders w Al
suffer- ately given, contrary to expressstipulations, to di
r ) i
- The Sfficers ;
‘ i ' iga- : ; a general
capture of this fort secured to the British the safe naviga- was re-echoed ;‘the bloody tomahawk ralsedk,_ aﬁ o
slaughter commenced ; the unarmed KenEuc lans flying
in vain in every direction for protection. "The suboirdinate

The Indians took the hint, and the war-whoop

s attempted to stop the inhuman proceedings.
One of them flew to Gen. Proctor to request him to stop
the hellish carnage—that it was disgracing their charac-
fers as British officers. 'The inhuman fiend replied, it was
the Indian custom to revenge their dead; but he would

ity and see what could be done. The Indians, however,

1aving glutted their revenge, ceased of their own acc_grd,{
:::El?vbelblt immediately to scalp and rob the dead and dying,
I'he few prisoners remaining were delivered, by this mont:
iter, to the Indians, to be conducted to Malden. Few ;1
hem ever reached that garrison. Some were inhumanly
ortured to death; some burned at the stake? and ‘many
omahawked in cold blood. The few who reached the
‘arrison were naked, their skins torn and larcerated with
_‘raveling through the bush, and the goading of the sayages.
A few days after the above massacre, Gen. Harrison sent
surgeon to the British camp, for the purpose of attending
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the wounded. He had no sooner arrived than hey

wounded and robbed ; then dragged as a prisoner to .

den, from thence to Quebec, and the author is not aw CHAPTER V.

what beeame of him after wards. -
These continued unfortunate occurrences, during |

first year of the war, made a deep impression on maty

the malcontents in Upper Canada. They lost all hi { w15 :
therefore, and felt ther{;gé}ves constrained, 3ir'rmrn d'ire’_'—:n%ﬁ Gen. De Rottenburgh, being at this time appointed to
sity and self-preservation, to assume at least the ap'pear%e administration of the government, finding on his arrival
of loyal subjects, until matters took a different turn, 82 the country was well provided with provisions it/
irovender, but that the agriculturalists were so averse 1o

fie Butish government, that they would not for any price
lispose of their surplus produce, to supply the daily de-
nands of the troops, enforced, as the first actof his admninis-
ration, martial law in the Province. Detachments of arm-
d men were sent in every direction, to search private hou-
es—to break into barns; press teams, and carry away what-
3 : sver the necessities of the commnissariat required. If the
ywner murmured, or begged of them to leave enough for

he sapply of his family, he was instantly accused, no mat-

er how loyal he might be, of being a yankee rebel, and sent
© jail for his impertinence. The Province was thrown in-
o confusion. All classes anited in remonstrating against
1 stretch of power so indiscriminate and unconstitutional.
The malcontents did not fail to add fuel to the flame. They
suffered the least, as they took the precantionary step: to se-
srete their property in the woods and swamnps ; the loyalists
were the greatest suffers by this act, for they took 1o steps to
secure from these military robbers their hay or grain.—
Loyalists and malcontents, for once, were unanimous in.
damning the government; rebellion appeared inevitable 5
shreats to this effect, were publicly and boldly thrown out;
the government became alarmed, and advised the Dutch
tyrant to cancel the obnoxious law,—he persisted with the
more severity, but unfortunately, at this critical moment,
Gen. Drummond was appointed to succeed him, and in-
. stantly on assuming the reins of government, suspended the
- s law, and saved the Province. The loyalists, likesa dog to
e his vomit, returned to their loyality, and the republican

—

Capture of Little York, and Baitle of Lake Erie.

=" AT,




48 CAPTURE OF LITTLE YORK, _ BATTLE OF LARE BRI 19

party to their despondency, But the latter were ““tdesigmajority of the inhabitants disaffected; the regular troops in
ed to remain long in that state. Gen. Pike embarky, . Upper Provinee, materially cut up, and the whole army
with 1700 men, on board a flotilla, cpmrr}anded by Copot exceeding six thousand effective men, distributed by

Chauncey, at Sackets Harbor, on the morning of the 25 regiments and smaller detachments, over fifteen hundred
April, and on the afternoon of the 27th; disembarked, M gpiles of a frontier ; and believing the Federal government
cellent military order, about two miles west of Little Yo ,uid not fail with all the energy of the nation, to improve
the capital of Upper Canada. At a little less than a mihe commandine advantages, their navy and army had ac-
~anda half {rom the town, he was opposed by a British fo uired, gave Ilphall as lost ; more especially, as they knew
under the command of Gen. Sheaffe, who attempted to'ghe United States to be powerful in men and means ; and
pute the landing, but the heavy rolling fire, steady and fihat they could not reasonably expect any material assist-
advance of the American troops, threw the British, who dynce from Great Britain, who was deeply involved in the
puted every inch of the ground, as long as they possilixterminatine wars of Europe. The only hopes of the Ca-
could, into 1nevitable disorder. After sustaining a sevgadian rova!i;:ts, for the salvation of the provinces, rested
loss, thiey fled to their fortifications. Gen. Pike advaneyn the belielf. that the apparently determined opposition
in orderof battle,with a determined and firm pace,until wibt the leading characters of the northern and eastern states,
In two _hundred yards of the breastworks, when an expio the war, would induce these states to withhold their qno-
sion of a magazine took place, which destroyed upwata of men and means, and, if not declare themselves inde-
of a hundred of the Americans, among whom was the brasendent of the southern and western states, at least, to leave
bat unfortunate Commander. When the confusion erhem to ¢arry on the war, in the best manner they could.
ted by the explosion, had ceased, the American troops todvery artifice and means, which the ingeuuity of the Brit-
possession of the city and fort. Gen. Sheaffe and his roulsh and their friends, in the states could plan or devise,
forces retreated in disorder towards the River Humberwere sceretly put in requisition, to effect this infamous
This was the first instance, since the commencement of thisasure ; and by all accounts, nothing but the war termi-
war, where the Americans paid the least respect to militapiting at' the very time, and in the trinmphant maaner it
order and discipline. 'The result was alike honorable lid, saved the Union, from either a dissolntion or a fearful
themselves, and glorious to the arms of their country. ‘ebellion. The consequence was finally, as disgraceful to
also proVed what courage in the officers, and firmness in fhe opposers of Madison’s administration, as it proved ru-

‘men, with proper d"isciplin.e, can effect ; considering tihous, throngh the whole course of the war, to the gallant

numbers engaged, the loss on either side was very considefforts of the northern and wetsern divisions of the_ army ;
able.. This dear bought victory taught the British thud fatal to Canadian independence. Had they sapported
American disciplined troops were noless formidable in flhe government, in the prosecution of the war, as vigorous-
opeun fields; than the undiseiplined militia were unmatzhey and determinedly, as they opposed i, the brave men
in the art of bush fighting. = Conseqnently, they were evho _carried the capital of Upper Canada, with so much
afterwards, as careful of attacking the one, as they were fredlt to the Amfsncan arms, and honor to themsglves,
gvoiding the other. The boldness of the desion and i‘issmi.'mﬂ@ have been inst nlatly reinforced, and after leaving a
cessful result raised the drooping spirits of the despondigtfficiently strong garrison at York, would have proceeded
Ganadian Republicas, from something like despair, to (9Y land, and swept the country to IKingston. A co-opera-
opposite extreme; on the other hand, the loyalists of eithng army of about 2000 men landed at Gananoque, would
province, seeing the capital of Upper Canada in ossaiave fcdnccd Kingston, with ]-Lule_or no trouble, and Up-
sion of their enemy, and the navigation at their coutm'l_;"tﬁge" Canada would have been completely secured. Bar
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50 BATTLE OF LAKE ERiE. BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE. 51
for want of unanimity in the councils of the nation, the n Detroit, were suffering for want of . provisions, as none
cessary reinforcements were withheld, and those he_:%',_ E aald b,e procured in their neichborhood. 1t was, therefore,
flushied with vietory, were obliged to lower their ﬂ;{ deemed advisable, by a council of war, to direct Capt. Bar-
and relinquish the eapital, when alittle exertiou on the P clay to place the crazy fleet under his command, in asea
of theirrulers, would have given them the province. T-E--worthy state, and prec'eed to the east as carly as possible, to
mortification of their Canadian friends, on witnessing @ viain the ;-necessary sapplies for the troops and navy ;
evacuation of York, when the conquest of Canada Wase o herwise the army must abandon their position and fall
pected, can be easier felt than expressed. It may be aské 1401 upon Moravia town, 80 miles distant in the London
why did not the Canadians, if they weresoanxious fortl pgirict. As soon as the vessels were ready, Barclay re-
success of the American arms, join them alter the capture) quested Gen. Proctor to grant him a suflicient number of
Little York? 'I'hereasons were plain and strong.” In il ¢ro6ps, to act as marines, in the event of his being attaclked
first Pl'ﬂCG, the American army were not Sutﬁfziemly respet bY PE;TY- These were g_l-anted’ with a considgrab!e com-
able in numbers, lo warrant their doing so with safety. plemeni of Indians. Every thing being ready, Barclay
the second place, every one, except the ultra loyalists, we proéee'd'ed- immediately to execute his orders, with the i1-
disarmed at the comimencement of the war, and striel toption, either to capture or destroy, the American fleet, i
watched; thirdly, Gen. Hull’s miscarriage invoived all the case they fell in his course. Should he suceeed, the comi-
who had, and many of them who were preparing to j¢ mand of the lake would be secured ;—Proctor’s army im-
him, in actual ruin. Some were hung; some outlawe mediately reinforced, and amply supplied ;—the frontiers
and hundreds were suffering and pining away in"the jal of Uppé{Cauada, from the foot of Lake Erie;to the head of
From the declaration of war, until the successful attem [,ake Huron, safe from any future invasion, while, at the
on Yorl, the American troops, cither for want of efficie same time, the American frontier would be laid open to their
leaders, or the paucity of their numbers, were severely @ maurading or foraging ineursions, whenever they thought
up and routed, in almost every cucounter. 'Fhey wg “proper to act on the offensive. On the other hand, should
therefore, waiting with anxious espectation, for the liﬁ' ‘Commodore Perry prove victorious, Gen. Proctor must, as
when the Americans shouid appear with a forcesufficienf a matter of necessity, abandon his possessions in Michigan
respectable in numbers, to ensure, with their help, the c@ Territory; withdraw his forces from Malden and Sandwich,
quest of the Province, and their safety. Many of the yout and retreat to the interior of Liondon District, wlucl} would,
metl, notwithstanding, joined them, and fought manful in reality, be opening the door to effect the immediate con-
in their ranks, during the war. - quest of the Upper Province. Fully impressed with the
Eixeept the takine of Fort George; by the Americat conviction of these serious, and important consequences;
and the repulse of thg British at Sackets Harbor, nothit the commanders of each squadron determined to agsert and,
of importance was achieved on either sice, during the'sut maintain the honor and supremacy of their respective flags,
mer season.  After these aflairs, the attention of the Brii. whilea plank of their flotillas remained, The stake at issue,
and Americans;, were turned with great anxiety, towan Was, therefore, worthy the sacrifice; nor were these gallan
the movements of the North Western army, under Gé -}F?d(i‘.’l?{-}mck“'“f‘i in bringing the matter to'an honorable and
Harrison, and the American fieet, commandec Sommp  131r triak ol s o
~ dore Pe.rr,v. on Lake Erie, on the 0101':.:;l :i?dé“{-leri[dh?hg%m On the morning of the li_lth.__S-___gpt,,__they hove ni’s;g__hl Osact
; &rmy, under Gen. Proctor with Capt. Bar(;lﬂy’s fleet ontl othery==thesterg 'go}n‘.n?_-nd" SPEOPRTE: f?_r. action, was-:p_l:ompt-
other. axE LOBE iy given on both sides;—the crews piped to Quarters; guns

~In the month of August, the British troops at Malden

 skilfully pointed,—the usual notice, “all is ready,” re-cchoed.
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through the flects;—the stillness of death suceeeded—the Mo 410 prize, while a vessel could be managed, or a gun brought
ing was omniously still; an cecasional breeze swelled the stil 4o hear. But the friendly and humane-dgpm‘-tmen:‘.-, of the con-
creating a heautiful suceession of rippling curls on the surfai‘;-_.'q.uemrs’ towards their fallen enemy, after the din and bustle
of the waters, The lostile erews eager and impatient for liiof the conflict was over, gave a character for real bravery, to
onset. Neptune, as it were, bound up the winds, to give W 4he American. navy, that the bare victory could never have
anxious combatants time for refreshment, that they might cop iohe 1 =
mence the work of death with renovated energy.  Dury © -
this time, the squadrons were, lor want of wind, rat ber driftin
than sailing, towards each other. The instant the hosi
commanders singled out their respective flag ships, every exel
tion was made by the heroes, to place themselves in Juxtapt '

sition. But Capt. Barclay, on account of his iong cighteen

had the advantage, of pouring for pearly ten minutes, a ot

destructive fire on the St. Lawrence, before she could brit

her carronades to tell on the encmy; at length a flaw of wii

brought her up to the desired point, making signals to the re

to engage, The wind, however, was too low to admii of ¢

immediate conplianee, he was, therefare, compelled to sustail

for an hour and a half,the fire ol two ships of ec ual foree. At . -

the brig became unmanageable; her crew, except [our or fin :
were either killed or wounded. Victory, so far, declared in fay ; |
of the British. The brig being now a perfect wreck, and deal :
and destruction still pouring 10 npon him, Com, Perry, with.

resence ol mind, and a beroism, hardly ever surpassed, be wel
i an open boat, exposed to the enemy’s fire, to the Niagi

ra, of twenty guns, The wind now arose; he bore down upe
the Lady Provost,fpouring into her so tremendous a fire that he

crew were compelled to seek shelter below. Following the ex
ample of their intrepid leader, the remainder of the Americs =
:sqgﬁ'd:hon-'egf'n’@'d, ope after the other, until the battle becan

general.  Which now raged with fury ;—splinters flying 3= s 2
yards falling, masts tumbling, mendropping in every direction
the cheéws of the surviving drownin g the piercing agonies o :
the dying and wounded;—still victory, as if delighting in (h

carnage, stood aloof, undetermined, to deelare for either side

Finally, the British fleet being reduced to floating wrecks, :% ®

tory decided in favor of the American flag, and the commani

of the lake and the British fleet fell to Perry. This we
contested and obstinate ergagement was highly'ho_uorab_l'e{o'llil'§
eanqueror, and also to the conquered. Every thing thatvalor
naval seience and experiencé could devise, was brought to play
The stake at issue was great, therefore, the British held out fo

-y
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When the order to charge was given, Lieat. Col. John-
son advanced with such rapidity, that the British line was
St e ‘actually broken up and routed before they had tiie fo close

CHAPTER V1. “ . their ranks and form asquare to repel the attack. Through

Baitle of the Thames. © . the cursed imbecility of a miserable poltroon, the trophies

. % © © of this well planned and gallautly executed charge, on the

_ L8 = L . partofthe Americans, was 780'as brave and disciplined

- On receiving the official aceount of Capt. Barclay’sg troops as the British army could boast, who surrendered at
leat, General Proctor prepired to evacuaté the Michigidiscretion as prisoners-of war; (o less than 500 raw Ken-
territory, and shortly afterwards retreated with his ariigucky volunteers, besides six brass field pieces. 'The fa-
atter destroying the fortress and government stores at Mistant Gen. Proctor. saw his line penetrated by the Ken-
den and Detroit, to the Loandon District. Gen. Harrist tucky volunteers, without any further effort, he mounted
with upwards of 3,000 men, pursued the retreating Prapis horse and fled with as mach precipitation, as if all the
tor with all possible haste, and on the morning.of the § ghosts of the murdered Kentuckians at Frenchtown were
of October, the advance; consisting of 1,000 tioulll at his heels, The attack made by Col. R. M. Johunson, on
dragoons under Col. Johnsouy reached the placé of higie the Indians, was necessarily of a more obstinate and bloody
campment, at the Moravian village on the River Tham nagure. 'They were 1,300 strong and advantageously pos-
30 miles from Malden. The British troops were diéi ted, under cover of the woods, and consequently made
out in an extenided line of battle, with intervalsof two @ fearful slaughter in Johnson’s rauks, as he appreached the
three paces between the files, covermng a large extent margin of the swail where they lay ambushed. Finding
ground, and consequently presenting a very imposingiit impossible to dislodge them on horseback, Johuson or-

pearance, bnt certainly the weakest military front or Pddered his mien to dismount and attack them sword in hand.
tion that could be offered to an enemy.

usdopted this plan from necessity or as
's immaterial; it fully evinced his incapacity asa Gener deadly, fierce couflict; Tecumseh on foot, Johnson moun-
as well as a total iguoraice of the science of war. ( ted; a large log between. - As he essayed to round the log,
Johnson seported the circumstance immediately to Gi Tecumseh fired and wounded him severely; his horsejat
Harrison, who rode up to satisfy himself, He then Tequ the same time, was perforated by a number of balls. As
ted permission to attack them before they changed theirf the warrior raised his battle axe, to give the finishing blow,
sition. Tt was granted. Gen. Harrison, just-as he ¥ Johnson presented his pistol and shot him through the
retarning to bring up the main body to his assistancg heart. The instant Tecumseh fell, the gallant Johnson’s
ihe event of any disaster, remarked to Johnson, after g horse-dropped dead under him. He was so weak with the
g same necessary divections, “Colonel, charge themiloss of blood, that it was with the utmost exertion he could
yeu think besty they are yours?* Col. Johnson like extricate himself from the dead animal; his weakness was
skilful leader, availed himself, immediately, of the advi such that he alterwards had to lay along side of his dying
tage, which such an unprecedented weak position affordi war steed, until carried away in'an Indian blanket.” At
divided his regiment into two equal divisions; the left! this time Gen. Harrison came up with the main body and
tgave in charge to his brother, Lieut. Col. Jumes Johnst completed the rout already comnmenced.

the 6ther he commanded in person.  He then directed i The mitchless bravery and heroic devotion of these
brother to charge the British regulars the moment he Ientuckians, during and subsequent to this sanguinary
acked the Indians under Tecumseh. ! - aetion, have acquived for them an imperishable fame. In-

Whether Prodn the heat of the engagement, he and Tecumseb, the cel- .
a matter of cligf ehrated Indian Chief, singled.out each other and met in



- o e y - - " Eac S

56 BATTLE OF THE THAMES. ' BATTLE OF THE THAMES. 57

S

stead of glutting their revenge, on the prisoners whom fiattack, by Gen. Wilkensor’s army, from Sackets Harbor.

fortune of the day placed at their disposal, for the cruel agf*rom the general pauic that prevailed among all classes, noth- |

cold blooded murder of their friends and countrymen,ing could be more casily effected than the taking ol Kingston

F'renchtown, they treated them with all the kindnessjt “"5_}“1"“““'1@'}'.J”“cm""' Lhe militia wers frightened, and

their power; thus proving to the world, if proof were wy¥etutning to their iwmf.b b} _"-‘Ofll"‘{mlléaﬁ; t.!i_ed [ rlleffjsdull' f're:e-m—

ting, that “the traly brayesars always humane.” ’l‘he..e'ﬁ’-"u“oml “’_‘?'ie W ecstaciess Hlb}fgﬂe ;)ev‘u c}lc;n cliverance

traordinary achievinents'of this memorable day, most deg*om colovial Cyoi.e 1110_‘*"’ piace F;_Un e im.s.?:lbllﬂy
S AT 10TSOR DO OEAInary Gast: :-0{ a duuh!l. .[‘h'r;-) saw their American viends :u'command of

dedly, prove:them war il : . , .the Lakes, and in possession of all the fortifications, west of

!'.‘e;t us, for a 11101_}1(31](,_11:111(3 a view of the strer.lgth.a{{'- ingston. 'T'bey heard the desponding language of the Gov.

position of the hostile arinies, at the commencement of General, Sir George Provost, who remarked at Fort Welling- .

separate actions. 'The Ame‘rlcans enga}ged were bnrl n, tosthe late Bishop McDonell, and in tho hearing of the

one thousand strong; divided into two divisions of five hilgy 1oy also, ©If Gen, Harrison and Wilkenson foilow up the

dred each; the one commanded by Col. Richard M. Johyg vaniages, which the victories on Lake Erie and the 5y g

son, the other by his brether, Lieut. Col. James Johnsthave placed in their power, Upper Canada imust be abandoned,

Phe British were full two thousand one hundred strofi—there is no alternative,””  'The whole of the British forces,

divided, also, iito' two unequal divisions; the first, congeoncentrated at Kingston, their only hold in Upper Canada,

ting of 800 veterans and six brass field pieces, under fgxcept Fogt Wellington, at this time, did not exceed one thous ;

immediate eye and command of Gen. Proctor: the secoptnd five hundied men. : 1

consisted of 1,300 Indian warriors, under the control A,r":’i‘“i&g‘ all “13" lfhtfl bgl“l;; of _ﬂ;:? Eha(!]l}e'ss. Gen, H?.rlréseon y
: selebrited chief Te it rere seeurely formfeceived or ler‘_s Lo iall back, wit 15 division, to iMlaldens
the celebrated chief; T'ecumseh, who we Y lnce Gov, Cass, i the. comalind/of Detroit, and Sieetnil

gy . .

. onthe inner verge of a swam _dl\o,“_’, AN 'l;][_'[‘l(:lut' C'?he remainder of his forces 18 join the army of the centre at
~~James Johuson, with his command of 500, charge 5 SWOByfalo. . Expectation. was now raised on tiptoe. 'The object .
-~ - in hand, 800 British regulars, and six field pieces; BhE ylia sudden mandetivre was generally understood to boa -
- compelled them to surrender at discretion. Col. Riehasinyltaneous attack on Kin gston, by Genls, Wilkenson apd
- M. Johnson, at the same time, W’l-ﬂ’l'}lls clmsmq of 500,_?%€[arrison, prior (oa descent on Montreal. - The planof
gls Tecumsehiand his 1,300 warriors, and defeated thelion was well concerted, and the force and means provided,
e whole affair, then, stands thus: 1,000 raw Kentuelmply sufficient for the purpose. Had it been acted on with
. volunteers, capture and defeat 2,100 disciplined Britign energy and _abirlit_y similar to that which carried the fortifi-
regulars and Indians, together with six field pieces. sations at Liutle York, or o_b!.-air}ed the victory at the 'Thames,
The author has not been led; by any means, to _dwcu_@:he British would have been d'rlven to Quebee, their last and
these particulars, to detract from the generally establishgBly strong hold in Canada. 'To all appearance, every thing,

military eharacter of British troops, but merely to she?® la:-, bade fiﬂir ltj) Li:lc §cc?mPIiSPf}18ﬂ._£ ol this object.  Kings-
what raw, undisciplined troops can effect, when commaf®?:"¥28 Weax and short of provisions; the militia dise mg

ded and led by such brave and efficient leaders as Gi
Harrison and the Cels. Johnson, proved to be, on this oe
sion. For what signifies the bravery or discipline of
~ troops, when led or commanded by such aThilksop as C
Proctor? . Gen. Harrison had now the complete con
of Upper Canada as far as Kingston. The whole of
British troops, with their out posts, were ordered
back on that point, to defend it against a da

erling by companies, could not be trusted; the B
Commodore Yeo, blockaded by the Amer?éaﬁ"?ﬁﬁ.},
Commodore Chauncey; on the other hand, the
tsattack Kingston, under Gen. Wilkenson, at
was 7,000 strong, supplied with every neces-
I5 Gen. Harrison’s not {ar short of 4,000; these
» would amount at least to 10,000 effective men;
et fur superior in number, metal and quality, to
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the British navy; who, at this time, dare not s’ha_w a sail ou!_g]{-

Was there ever an opportunity more [uirf
. 4 ¥ 8

favorable? But unfortunately for Canada, Gen, Armstroy

Kingston harbor.

about this time, was appointed Secretaty _uf' War.
The attack on Kingston was abandy

rangement took place. ‘
ed.  Gen. Wilkenson ordered to proceed down the St. Iy

A newd CHAPTER VIL

Battle of Chrysler’s Farm.

rence, to form a junctidn with Gen. Hampton, ::mEI th, o g :

advance on a wild goose’s chase to attack l‘:_iunirenl. (J""’f"f. On the 30th of October, Gen. Wilkensnn, with a flotilla of
Harrison seeing: his favorite plan of securing Upper Cf’“‘_’jhmg hundred Durham lmz_lts. and seven lhnus-:md men, iIE-"i"—‘UDd-
relinquished; an infevior officer p_lzu:e:d over him, and seemgﬁ?d the St. Lawrence to join Gen. Hampton’s f!!v:smn 0(. o ‘
prospect the failure of the campaign, by the total ﬂb':mdo“_“ﬂﬁt_-_l_;ou.sand strong, who was expected to be waiting for him at
of the Upper Province, and realizing that he could be ofSt. Regis, and from thence to proceed immediateiy to put the
further service to his eountry, resigned wiih disgusf-- Gl ain part ol his orders into execution—the taking ol Mout-
MeClure, alter bm‘ning Newark, retreated with his commiyeazl. 5 P
to Buffalo. And the republican Canadians had the extt¥ Qg the 11th of November, an army of observation, con-
mortification of seeing themselves in the same yvexatious sigisting of cighteen hundred British regulars, commanded by
tion in which they were before the victories of” Lake ErietCol. Morris, of the 89th regiment of fuot. overtook his rear

‘the Thames.

The goddess of victory, who had hitherto fafdiyision of seventeen hundred strong, at Chrysler’s farm, in

ed the American flag of Liberty, as if ashamed of their W Williamsburgh. A desparate engagement of three hours du-

of milifary judgment, in not embracing the opportunity 6 yation took place in the onen fiefd.

Al the ounset, the Ameri-

victory so feasible, and to all human appearance, so ceticans charged with such fury that the British advance was

deserted their eause on thfa_f‘ro
onece more favored the British,

%;er for that season,

and agthrown into disorder and compelied to give ground, However,

it was' only the panic of “a “moment. They iostantly rallied;

Had the command devolved on Gen. Harrison, it wastand in their turn drove the Americans across a ravine.  Bach
~_universal belief of the highest military characters in Camparty now occupied the ground on which they cammenced.

that Kingston would have [allen with little loss; and thif From this time, a regular succession of rolling volleys were
‘would have swept the Canadian frontier, and securely lod kept up by boih sides for nearly two hours.

§ The American

_ bis army in winter quartersat Montreal, or Three Riq"“ again charged the right of the British, and were in act of

If we may be allowed to judge from his former victo

taking possession of their artillery, when a party of the Cana-

career, there ecan be no doubt but the campaign of 1813, wiidian [encibles made a [cint on their rear as il to cut off their

- have ended differently to what it did.

retreat,  The Americans, on perceiving this, made a precipi-
Ctafe retreat, and assnmed their former position in the line. Im-
\ mediately afterwards, a squadron of deageons atiempted to
turn the British left; while another detuchment of infantry
essayed to enfilads their rigat. 'I'he former was repulsed by a
bady of lodians who lay in ambush in the edge of the woods;
d the |atier by a party of Canadian fencibles who were sta-
tioned for that purpose on the road. The British now charged

o their turn,and captured a feld piece, which narrowly escaped

being retaken. Every means which brave and determined
commanders could devise to turn each others flanks and decide
“the fate of the day haviug failed, all at once the British threw
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off their great coats, the Americans their canteens and hayg A : ; s
sacks. The action was carried on with redoubled exertigfnarks the British were all regular soldiers, in the highest state

for some time on both sides. The Americans at last made gof discipline. T h_‘f}' ]i‘a.dha]sg -mi c'hc_)lc_e: ‘:; pos:tmn,-and-th&;
other desparate effort to retake their captured ﬁe]d-piece,ﬁ“"”d in their favor; which must be admitted as equal to hal

¥ m -‘ \ =, - -‘. '—
took some prisoners, but failed in their object. After lhis_.&ﬂﬂ"f’ battle. The Americans, on the other hand: were undu_’_ocl
: lined; the most of them not over six weeks in the service;

fair, the Americans pressed hard on the British center, wb S B : Wit T thie. i (Ho batle S F 90
maintained their position with astonishing firmness. At this gfoere raw recruifs. Dbut as an oftsét fo this, at the baltle ol the
' ~Thames the British were nearly three to one; yet they were

ies oment, when victory, to all appearance, was about: : : -
cal oment, > PP : u"["r-ti',rznrrmelIed to surrender, in a fair fight in the open field, to a

decide for the Americans, Gen. Covington, their brave co _ A
° j S 'n_hundfui of raw Kentucky volunteers. Nevertheless, it must

manding officer was mortally wounded, and carried off (' ! R ot 1 0
field. At the same time, a few reckless inhabitants appean?® I“:'m;wed that g*i“ei‘ﬂ )l’d‘ fg}'ta;l;e, ‘13 (R aeT A :’l‘;‘? Is-
in the rear of the British lines to take a view of the battle, $€!pitned as any 10 tho worids BUlthis Qoes noi prove tHem su

being in the dusk of the evening, the Americans took them I-‘re%cr;‘ to‘e'al][ (f.the.rst;. SR Id ob SHiliat=dan
a reinforcement, and the British gun-boats also heavingl. O O I T I R RO e atE

sight, they considered it useless to contend any longer——retii‘el-ng the 'balt-le: il ment.loned,' thie A.merlcans’ charged as=.q.f'~
in good order to their boats, leaving the British in ossess"ﬁ‘en as the British, and with a like successy which proves that
of %he Sile wround s . P ‘the American soldiers are at least a mateh forthe British
S & RS oSt P troops in their own vaunted and favorite' mode of fighting and
For the numbsrs-engaged on either side, this was unque_ i 2 R i
R e e soldie e, A5d best contaipnd deciding battles. Away, then, with the foolish, silly idea
actionsylhat {00l place diring o wars The Britsh Toss g nt the British can beat the world on a charge inan open

S S =i 3 field. But, granting, for a momeat, that the British can beat

o hm_]dmgl‘?'idl :h r(:?thi:al E:Ef?ici?)d i‘:{)ﬂ3?:&31;11;?]3{;1:3%“3 world ina charge in anepen field, it must then be admit-
PHIONCTS. s i gy 02 l‘fﬁtef_l, as a plain matter of faet, thatas the Kentucky velunteers

tiEtheirown oticial - account waggieur hundred and forty'-onhid beat the British (wh'n' eatf beat the world) on a charge in

SHE G prisovoe. - the open field attbe river Thames. that the Hentuekians can

Were it not for the favorable and masterly position whig %) Erglish and the world.” W leave the reader to his

the British oceupied, and the stern tenacity with which the 0 oa b merits of this sublaonidnd Galyitates it

}nmt;llalneig it Ifr!roughmthe hd:f‘f‘e-ren; vrclsi-:tmdm? of tl.];}? hal;;ﬁ_iis contrast has been drawn without any intention to disparage
ought action. It would otherwise have been 1mpossible fthe military fame of the British troops.  lts object is-tather o

‘them to have withstood, for a moment, the several furious %a-xptase the unnatural meanness of those ecitizens who desire to

tacks of the American troops. Dbuild up and confirm the military character and prowess of for-

The author having taken an active part in this CngABCMELgioy {roaps at the expense and ruin of the American soldier’s,

as well as in some others, has thought proper to be thusligp, o o Giaplished valor and military repatation stands at least
nute, to show the folly of those who assert, and even mamtai_ge.quul to any in the world.
that no troops Lt the “'”‘_'Id can compete with th.e ],3”“3!1’ mﬂ Gen. Drummond, a British officer of the highest military ac-
to man, in a fait Aight in the open field. This is mere W iomants, and who had fought in Europe and Asia, immedi-
_ : : tely after the battle of Lundy’s lane, declared that the Ame-
i as ol 00 Totiver aill slibsequent oncusionist G ps were more stubborn and unyielding in the field of
ed themselves a [ull match for the British in the open fighgation than any others he had ever encountered.
whether at charging with the bayonet; manceuvring, or lolE qof, Morris, whocommanded at Chirysler’s farm, remarked
shot,particularly when led by resolute officers. He hashad sy 5 ¢onversation with one of his officers, shortly affer the ac-
ral opportunities of witnessing and even feeling th on, that the Americans were equal, if not superior to the
this assertion. But, it may be objected, that the Americanslip;cnch on a charge, and very tough customers at long shot.
#8810 this is the character given them by their enemies, surely

Al o |
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they ought to expect something similar from their friends tiywould be sont to their reliel, early in the spring. The receipt
countrymen whose battles they fought with so much crefof this intelligence gave new life and activily to every depart-
But we must return to our subject. _ ment. Preparations were commenced ‘on a larger scale than |

Immediately after the action at Chrysler’s, Gen. Wilkenggyer to fortily the frontier; laws were enacted to compel males,
received a despatch from Gen. Hampton, stating his inabilii from the age of sixteen to sixty, to bear arms and do duty.— |
for want of provisions and the lateness of the season; to mjs_ﬁ"'f["he militia were placed ona more efficient footing; and every.
him at St. Regis. On the receipt of this intelligence, a calgxertion made to augment the navy. 3
cil of war was summoned by Gen. Wilkenson, by which it w  Apout the last of February or the first of March, 1814, Gen.
decided not to attack Montreal, but gointo winler quarters) Wilkenson broke up his encampment at French Mills, and re-
Erench Mills, on Salmon river. And so ended the cump.ajj tired to Plattsburgh. On the 30th, he entered the Lower Pro-
of 1813—a campaign which, after the victories of Lake Ei yince with 4000 men. The next day he attacked the British
and the Thames, gave the Americans the entire controll works at La Cole Mills, and was repulsed with considerable
Upper Canada. But for want of military judgment and decisiloss. The unfortunate termination of the last campaign, and
in the cornmander-in chief, a proper and cordial understandi the disgraceful issue of this invasion, brought Gen. Wilkenson
between the general officers, aud the unlortunate misundi ¢o a court martial, which reluctantly acquitted him,
standing between Gens. Harrison and Arvmstrong, Upper (
nada was lost and Montreal not even approached.

The Canpadian republicans saw the failure with regret, @
deeply deplored it. They saw, also, their sanguinely cherish
hepes of an immediate deliverance from the British governmg
irretrievably blasted. The news from Europe convineed L
that the wars in that quarter were about terminating in fayor
the allies; that Great Britain would be able to send out ea
in the spring an army sufficiently formidable, not only to gua
the frontier, but to carry the war into the United States; fi
it was, therelore, their interest as well as duty, as matters tur
ed out so unpropitiously, to make a virtue of necessity,
reconcile themselves to their lot—make a show of loyal
where none existed. Their confiderce in the ability of the!
mericans to conquer the Canadas, after neglecting so favol
ble an opportunivy, was entirely lost. Consequently they tun
ed out readily afterwards, to do their turn of duty when calk
upon. The loyalists were in ecstasics when, in place of he:
ing, as they expected, by every day’s express, the surrené
of Montreal, it was officially announced that Gen. Hampti
on entering the Lower Province, was repulsed at Chattaug
by a handlul of militia, and Gen. Wilkenson compeiled, 'a'szﬁ:
the battle of Nov. 11th, to go into winter quarters. Theirj
at this unexpected turn of affairs in their favor, was unbo
ed. But what astonished them as much, was the sudden ch:
of the disaffected. In the month of December; their enthus
was raised to the highest pitch. Despatches were re;
from the war office, announcing that a large reinforc

sl
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09 ey and perseverance, which astonished his enemies; but for-
TR ‘tunatelyy Gen. Ripley coming down fo his assistanee, restored
; = " the battle. The firing of the extended lines, for a few moments
CHAPTER VI Srepresented- conflicting sheets of lurid flame, sporting beneath

= Srolling voliimes of smoke. It was & grand and tetrific sight;
Battle of Lundy’s Lane. for a mement, the British guve ground, totake a position on an

eminence in rear of their right. Gen. Brown, at this time,

e’ came on with the reserve; the Americans had now, fora while,

Noilfng further, of importance transpired until the 3dgrmlly the advantage in numbers, but as the night began te
i AL, (2831 il 2 b - f 1. i) [ :
July, when Gen. Brown, at the head of 4000 effective m_%{l!,’t}hc 1(1}-111; Rtf'{"“"“ anif Istil:mc ﬂ‘m%‘ conmpair;u,(?n in”!l':;dli;};
: e G i ~ - = British, and placed the combatting armies nearly ob ¢ :
cm.ssed e NiaghTa Hasink, a9 lc.uk lmssel&flml of Fort iy Phese ‘wwro [c,rdered on the ‘rir_,rh{t; of the Royalists, who were
which surr‘endul’-ed without any resistance. l‘hc next rju_\q- os:-"d b nf ilGushed” field, The strensth —of Beth sidosewa
marched with his'army to attack the British forces at Uhipfp ‘L,Jp ol I 2 & 1' i i J'i' . g,] @:n. Drummoat®
wa, commanded by Gen. Riall. Beth armies et onthe UFno“] l‘m t}'ul:‘ﬂ,??lgmj e?(.r.pt il m; Im:f [“ :;‘:m ; r:l ’ .Their Aoy
The SRt as : - = .~ twould not trust, and who were ordered to the rear. -
gef]lf'Slef’tsm]}‘-f:}rﬁmslth: j,;! Ob?-“,nulc m.]"] ‘bllz](td‘_,-.“ E]f] .ﬁus, ® Linition was tuken from them and given tothe regulars, The
b’{ i ‘r i R R0 s CHifaalidet Gisp ayed COM i o ht being*pitehy dark, the contznding armiescould onlv distin-
Srale n,f‘ll Im% .s?lfnff."e’ and I!]e men an unyielding determi guti’“h c"cl? other by the flashes of thc?r firing. A h(-‘tiV_Y col-
o 3 o a1YE e TR i vl oL = ) £ =h 5 4} i
the Amer’imns ?11}0'1 i - l}l’il‘.l‘: i ]T” E ol o British, who were obliged to wheel back oa their left to'pro-
i jcaus chargsd with such Inrys that theys broke e it o flank, Gen. Drummond crying out to his men, $‘stick
ines, and drove them from their intrenchments with the ]‘“’i '  RiTinis Y ot T e IS e, ah AtneHond e
514 men, and compelled them to retreat towards Burlingis. 2ie™s my fine fellows,” at the same lime, an erica
Heights ¥ The American loss was 328. H o Meer, supposed to be Gen. Scott, in animating his men, directed
» 55 té ~5. e i . . . 3
el h s ere, agiin Wesinom with a steotorian voice, *level low, my brave boys, fire at
ineth'e .Oe];l::ag]:mmmﬁ t i:‘?rﬁemil}izh \{:e %he British, on & chitypoir flashes.” The commanding officer of the 89th Regt. was
the Britilsh ot ational o |yd 13 !mc;reé nuS]EIQUS'Iordtercd to charge this column of Americans, which was
o e ows ogl‘jlrhiq d T.: }fﬁ’ i | 1ad the advanlage, o myfly exccuted, by driving them down the slope of the hill.
g?er the- Royalists Iiet‘G:n uI);EIr:;M :i mﬂmc.ntary‘ 8]“But they instantly rallied at “the base, and left of the hill,
official despatche; relfiliv;: o the aﬁ\;:m?rv]?i:l (I){n' 'L(;ewmg'ﬂ:ﬁ!}d in_their turn, charged the Royals and ‘drove them some
large force, joined Gen-Risliat Bu ‘l" e TDPFS on Willgistance to the rear.  The 89th coming up at this time, in their
Te = E e rlinglon Lleignts, assilys gy mistook them for the Rovals, and were letting them pass
tlie command, and immediately advaneed towards the Ar ! . AR =
can encampment. On the 25th, tl rates e Sllen as such, but while they were incliping to the leit, they had
Lundy’s Lal;:e e s i'ﬂlls'afll?-I'l-)xppo-smg a:im:es Mo advance in (ront of the Grenadiers of the 104th and 103d
e btianatoron A TROEE IR e o dcd L gat:;, ah t)?e OF'F'RB-gimC-nf.s. who were in the act of firing at them when a Brit-
L i = ) y e B - " - ==Y iy ey e
Lot Lo s l%eguf'lemo,sn o ad:nn njso ?2? w;;r arey Bish field officer rode up and ordered them not to fire, as “it was
Bhdar Bravet Gon, Seotbiadia di ance ol Lhe Americithe 89th,” The Americans fook the hiant, and called out,the 89th
S d ¢ :]m‘ LY line of battle, in the [#The word “¢recover arms,? was given, and, as they were ad-
o ?‘l reimen ous and destructive firgsiwith undinehing firmneiyancing towards their own lines, they came in contact with
until they occupied a favorable position. The ﬁrrn;g__._- SZ’I‘G_H?f'-'_aﬁ-tﬂ'bh' &1tk Of"ll}‘éﬂi};-t" an Royals, who, by ‘gﬁme_.ag.
eident, were far in advance of their own line; a dreadful scene

wow carried on with deadly effect on both sides, the Bri
numbering s : 5 3 . ey ¢ il
ing at least, two to one. During this unequal part! gnsued. 1t was, for some moments, the reign of carnage;—

the contest, Gen. Scott maintained his ground with ':3ﬂ obstir ghoulder to shoulder, foot to foot, the combatants fought with
] o 13 .




"

+ ; ! -
RALELE Ok LD SEEd Nite BATTLE OF LUNDY’S LANE. 67

s t}mnl mortal, enevgyss=lopas fow, miinutse, nothing il of October, anotherengagement took place in which neith-
heard in that section of the field, but the rattling of bayonel party had the advantage. Large reinforcements havlng e
the clashing of swords,—the deepﬁroans of the dying. and thrwed at Quebec during the summer, from Wellington’s army
shrieking cries of the wounded. Tne Glengarries mutche(ﬂm France. Sir George Provost, the Governor General of the
the assistance of their [riends, but, from the darknoess ol *‘Canadas having sent strong reinforcements to the Upper Proy=
night, they mistook the 49th and Royals, for the J'Xi'mar,mce1 was busily employed in making preparations, to remove

can troops, which enabled the latter to retire unmolestedsy,; cont of war from the Canadian frontier to the United States.
The firing from the British and Ameriean lines, resembled _

quick succession of shott rolling flashes of lightning. It was
vand but terrific sight. A heavy column of the Americu
charged the British right, seized their cannon, and drove the
beyond the hill. They attempted to retake them, but were p
pulsed with a heavy loss. The Americans, lor want of mean
to bring them away, spiked a few, and left them on the grou
where the British took them in possession... About 11 o’clog
P M., the firing began to slacken on both sides; at half p
eleven, it ceased with a few occasional random shots. Th
ended one of the most desperatc, b[oody, and obstinate engag
ments that ever tock place on the eountinent of America.
was a drawn battle, neither party having gained the least g
vantage. The field, the next morning presented an aw/ful sigh
The Briton and the American, lay stretched at musket’s len}
- each with his bayonet plunged deep in the others breast:
“Some time after the action, the dead of both armies were ¢
lected by the British and piled in tiers alternately with tiers:
rails, and burned.
; Both armies remained on the ground until a Tittle before dg
= ;I!- ht, when the Americans retired about a quatter of a mile.:
_-.pames were so cut up, that peither was in a state to fi
new the action, The Americans shortly, alterwards fell bt
e, the British following ata respectful distance.
this sanguinary cngagemont the reader can jud;
he Americans are a mateh for the British, on a chay
en field, either by night or cfa s Bhe B.mah Iu_sq
d and wounded, 877, American, do. 860.
)n the 4th of August, Gen. Drummond i
3000 men, and on the 15th, al.temﬁted to carry it b .
but was repulsed with a loss of 600 men.  On the le
e Americans made a sortie, and compelled Gen. Drum
aise the siege and retire with great loss. Gen. Izzard
ing arrived to the relief of the bes:eged, with 5000 men,
g o respectable garrison in the Fort, advanced tows
Ch:pp"wa, where Gen, Drummond had taken post.
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another sword under his command in North-America.”
The retreat finally tarned into a flight ; the soldiers de-
~serting by CUlllptl!lliB!S. The dead{ were left unbu;‘lied_, and
5 the wounded to the humanity of their enemies, who, as on
CHAPTER IX. . all former oceasions during the war, proved rather the Sa-
maritan than the [oe.
Sir George was called home limmediately after the war,
= to stand trial; but died, 1t was supposed of a broken heart,
An army of thirteen thousand men, and a numerous train before it came on.
artillery, were concentrating at Montreal, Chambly and§ Victory appeared now determined to make |the Ameri-
Johns; preparatory toa descent on Plattsburgh. Gen. M'Com cans full and complete amends for the misfortunes of the
the American commander, having early inlelligence of 8first vear of the war,
George’s design, made every preparation which timeand mea.  On the 22d December, 15,000 British veterans, under
Bllowed, to give the itvaders a warm reception . the command of the hitherto victorious Gen. Sir Kdward
. {\l_mut {hc‘lst ol :_D(me_ml)en this large army marched ia tha Packenham, landed below the city of New-Orleans. On
divisions, which arrived in regular succession at Platisburglu 4o 8¢h of January, he led them in person to attack the A-
‘"‘Rtl’:gi:'*"t?’l':‘:“gl;l’g ”:m}?:i:m ot Bt L Co merican works, commanded by Gen. Jackson. On their
Donough, was lying to Liue southwest of the mouth of the S advancing w_lthln'l range, th_e American  batteries _ppured &
Bal e ° 2 mostdestructive fire on their columns. ‘Phe British not-
anac, prepared to receive the enemy. Ou the 11th, the B b ¥ d el e A S
tish flotilli, undor Capt. Downie, was seen rounding Cumbe withslanding advance '_‘c 0sE o 1elr ranks as last as gy
land Head, and bearing towards the American fleet. On app WEI® opened by the fire of their enemy. At length they
coneerted signal, the British land forces were to attack the [q €aMe Wltll}ll re‘}Ch of the small arms. SU;‘ Ithousa‘nd mus-
the instant the fleets became engaged. The moment the firkets and rifles instantaneously poured an incessant torrent
broadside was heard, Sir George opened his batteries, pourls of death upon the assailants. The shock was terrible.—
tremendous showers of rockets, balls and shells at the A n-l[_;;.l-lundreds fell. Being unable to proceed, they fled. Gen.
can works, which were not slow in answering by a steadyat Packenham, in attempting to rally them was killed. A
well directed fire. The British troops made several despen second time they advanced under Gens. Gibbs and Kean.
efforts to cross the Saranac and carry the works; but weret But this attempt proved more deadly than the first. Again
OﬁBﬂ repulsed with serious loss. In one of these atiempis il they broke and fled. Again they rally and advanee, but to
16th regiment was nearly literally cut to pieces.  After i meet a more certain destruction. Gens. Gibbs and Kean
hours hard fighting, the flags of the American fleet waved it being severely wounded, they fled in every direction.
umphantly over the watars of Linke Champlain. . The field ofaction presented a dreadful scene of carnage.
A short time ““f"-f;“"m'dsa the gallant Gen. M’Comb, wil 'Phe British loss in killed and wounded amounted to 4000
I_]_[;l ﬁ[};teeﬁ !n.mdmd v ermont and New-Y m_;I_: \rnlunurera:, s_l.lg_l-.men.-. The Americans had only 13 killed and wounded.
e e ompel L Sir Creorge Diot On the 1Sih the British embarked on board their ship-
lington veterans, to retreat, tninh;s twenty-five hundred m:ei'.'P.lng, Sﬂ:‘.l.fSﬁEd‘“mt American soldiers were made of rather
and two-thirds of his military stores. : -=;i-_.t0ugf:_ler- mqtgrmls ‘ha’? o F{ench. . .
Such was the chagrin of these hitherto viclorious troo si Wlth‘ this engagement the W closed, which. with the
=i E affair at Plattsburgh, cast as brilliant a halo of glory on the

“the disgracelul result of this action, that five handred an ; B . .
warﬂs threw down their arms and deserted. Gens. Powe mﬁncan_ il 102 as the battle of Waterloo did on the Bri-

Brisbane declared to Sir George that ¢*they would neve

Battles of Plattsburgh and New-Orleans.

TR e — ~™, - a P




70 BATTLE OF NEW-ORLEANS.
BATTLE OF NEW-ORLEANS. 71

tish in 1815—for the British beat the French, and the Gk ; 2
mericans beat the British.  the booty is quite immaterial. T'he British fled before him

Let it be remembered, that ever since the capture of Lasil ﬂgl‘ng from an earthquake. At the commeneement of
tle York, in April, 1813, the American troops fought wijl the action they were nine to one; and at the battle of New
a gallantry and determination that destroyed the concg ereans, nearly three to one. I'his appears almpst 1pcred—
mortified the pride, and cooled the vaunting military ard 1b19‘; but they are, nevertheless, stubborn historical facts.
of their haughty enemy; and compelled themto ackngy The American navy on the main proved, on fair trial,
ledge that they were the most obstinate and unyielding g SUperior to the British navy, ship to ship, Wlt“h only one
emy they had ever met. And as an act of justice it mu solitary exception—that of the Shannon and Chesapeake.

be admiited, if they did not exceed, they at least rivaled { O Lakes Erie and Champlain, the American fleets captur-
e e rolatioh: j ed the British. All of which proves that the Americans
The English having beot the French 6ut of Spain g#te, either by sea.or land, a match for the British,
Portugal ; and carried by assault fortifications deemed iy Thus endcd the s with Great Bl“ltaln—l_'lcl.thgl' power
pregnable—sueh as Badages, naturally enough imbibed (having gained or lost one inch of territory. But on the o-
idea that they were more than a mateh for any other trogean and lakes, the Ame.rxcam_ navy bore away the palm. .
in the world. They looked upon the Américans, the) Ill.thls‘: summary of the principul features of the war on
fore, when compared with the accomplished French sﬂ.the frontier, we _!;QVG slzllled the facts from our own know-
diers, as mere feather-bed recruits, and hardly desel‘viII;IEdgc and experienice. We will next proceed to show its
the name of soldiers. But the battles of the Thames, Ch.iisubsequcng effects on the administration of the government
pewa, Lundy’s Lane, &e. taught them a lesson they gof Upper Canada,
never forget, and which extorted from Gen. Riall, at{l
battle of Chippewa, the exclamation, “Damn them, hi .
they fight!” -
1t'is singular, that after the taking of the capital of U
per Canada, the Americans rather sought for, than avoid
a battle with the British. And although not alwayssu
cessful, yet they were seldom beaten. T'his is an establis
A parallel to the defence of Plattsburgh and New-Orlea
may 11 vain be sought for in thelate Enropean wars. Noi
to equal either of those can be produced. It hasbeen un
ed by British apologists, that but a part of their troops we.
in the affair at Plattsburgh. This is, to say the least, af
ry unmilitary apology. They were all there, and und:
arms ; and it only serves to add fresh laurels to Gen. )
Comb’s reputation for superior abilities in arrangingli
defence, so as to prevent the whole force of the enen’
bearing upon him at ouce. He repulsed them; tool
thirds of their booty, and more prisoners than he hiad m
That was enough ; and whether he captured beauty

i
|
i




CHAPTER X,

Consequences of the War, in the Province,

The war being over, it was generally believed, from (i
farge promises held forth at its commencement by Ga
Brock, that all old grievances would be forthwith redressq
And in consequences of the apparent loyalty of all classe
towards the latter part of the war, the authorities havig
witnessed their sufferings and losses, that governiel
would adopt a more liberal, impartial, and conciliator
course of administration. Butin this they counted wil
out their host.

As Gen. Brock was killed in the early pait of the wi
and Sir George Provost recalled in disgrace, their promi
s were considered no longer binding. 'Che militia we
dismissed with a bare *Thank ye’—the grants of land pi
mised for their services were withheld, on the plea tii
they were entered for actual settlers.

Gov. Gore, on assurning the administration, after hisn
turn from England, finding himself so warmly received
his old companions in corruption, the executive and I
islative councillors ; and finding; by their representatiol
that the people were more loyal than when he left ther
and that his arrival spread universal joy throughout i
Province, concluded that this arose from the high opinit
entertained of his former administration. Instead, ther
fore, of inquiriug into the real state of affairs, and shapit
his administration to the exigency of the times, he adoplt
his old systemi—squandering the waste lands of the Croy
by thousands, to worthless minions, leaving the public it
siness of the Province to be managed by the Execufl
Council, as best suited their own interests. The Housaij]:_

cated farmers, were, in consequence of the vast patronage:

the disposal of the Executive, easily brought over to ﬂl
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weasures, and hence few laws, but sach as favored thead-
milistration were enacted.

The farms of the agriculturists being in.a ruinous and
dilapidated state, from their being necessarily neglected da-
ing the war, the farmers were too busily employed in re-
pairing and improving them,to pay any attention to the pro-
ceedings of their representatives in the Legislature. The
debates were not published through the usnal medium of
newspapers; and -the farmers were altogether ignorant of
what was doing in their Parliament. = At this period there
were but two newspapers in the Province. '

In 1816 it was officially announced that Gov., Gore was
about to be recalied, By a hint from the Executive, the
obsequious Assembly, as a token of their high consideration
for his imparting to them individually, by patent, ihousands
of the chioice lands-of the Province, sranted him £3000
sterling of the prople’s money, to purchase plate on his ar-
rival in Eagland. This unmerited sum was granted, too
at a time when the people could not obtain oue farthing to
be expended on their roads, which were in a worse state
than John Banyan’s siough of despond. "This :q}']imp:ria-
tion was afterwards called the Spoon Bill. No Governor
of the Upper Province ever deserved less from the public
c¢hest, or received more than this. choice specimen of cox-
ruption.

At the close of the same session. the Assenibiy passed the
usnal supply bill ; sent it to the upper house for adolitimx,
The latter thought the lower house so perlectly at their con-
trol, that instead of accepting or rejecting the bill in toto
they took the libertyto alter and amend it to suit their
views, and returned it to the Assembly for their concur-
rence. .

A rupture between these branchesof the Legislature fol-
lowed, which nearly involved the Province in a civil war.
The l.o;yer ‘House constitutionally maintained that the
Legislative Couucil had no right whatever to alter ora-
amend a single item of any money bill sent them for their

Assembly being generally composed of plain, poor, un-(-,ii%-approval. On the other hand the Council as stubbornly

main_taiued the contrary, "T'he subject was finally referred
1o the Home?Gmfemment, whodecided in favor ot the low
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g . - aeries to the public; called upon them, as they valued their
er ouse. Had they tamely yielded this privilege, v own and their country’s welfare, to call township meet-

pittance of liberty would haye foreyer been anmhl]a'tgfiugs, draw up resolutions expressive of their grievances,

| s 5 . 3 § x - 3 e
P_‘L'orn this WIRe f:i'}f\\’ﬂld the Leglséagve .("'Eiuflml toﬂk:-und respeetfully embody them in petitions for redress to the
decided stané against the Houserof Assembly home government— that they might be assured that neither

asserf:
their high authority, by strangling every bill which it p ‘his Majesty nor his ministers knew any thing of the nature

r 2 ) i - . . -
ed, however beneficial to the welfare of the Province, Wand extent of the malversation and corruptions practised

in .str'ict accordance with their aristocratical views a!bxr the provincial government on his faithful subjects in
principles. _Upper Canada. That it wasthe intention of the imperial

In 1817, Mr. Robert F. Gourlay, a gentleman of fanilo.q ey ment that they should enjoy the British constitution
and distinction from Fifeshire, in Scotland, being somewly, 5\ ynost extent: instead of which, they had not, as
reduced in his circumstances, preceded his family, t0 Py yers were -conducted, even the shade of its shadow.

pare a location and settle with them in the me“ce;*'_ﬂud in order to convince them of this fact more fairly and
fully, he undertook to travel through every township, and

Shortly after his arrival, an invitation was given him
visit Little York, theseat of government, to male hinl 3 qyess them on every particular—challenging contradic-
acquainted with the affairs of the Province. Thy, X

invitation was accepted. On visiting the several govet 1y Joeches of corruption took the alarm; despatched
ment departments and inquiring into the public affairs hoiy emissaries in every direction, to prejudice and forestall
the administration, the glaring massiof corruption and€ghe public mind, calumniate his eharacter and motives,
tortion which met his eye at every glance, and in eV counteract his efforts, and brow-beat him wherever they
quarter, astonished him to that degree, that he hardlyleould. But finding the people too firm and enlightened to
lieved it possible. But the more he inquired, the moretpe misled, and secing their craft in danger, ever artifice that
was convinced. I'he likerties of the people he found limalice could suggest or cunning devise was resorted to, to
superior to Russian serfs—the House of Assembly, entrap the patriot in the meshes of the law.

mockery of representation-—the benchs of justice as corti A the next sessions of the Assembly, they found little
as can beimagined, and prostituted to party purposes—t difficulty in bribing the members to make it felony for any
magistrates chosen for their ignorance and sycophancyone to call or attend political meetings of any kind on any
the adherants of an established church dominant in eve pretence whatever. They succeeded.

office—the revenues of the Province unaccounted i Mr, Gourlay was indicted and imprisoned for nine long
squandered in pensions and sinecures, on old lawytmonths in a dark dismal dungeon, fed on felon’s fare, de-

and worn-out. judges and flattererss—the people higlprived of pen, ink and paper. At length, with his health
ly taxed, without receiving any benefit—the land druined, his constitution broken, his strength prostrated, and

ces inaccessible to the poor emigrant, from exorbitant fehis intellect impaired, he was bronght to a mock trial, con-

—the waste lands of the Crown frittered away in sutpdemned, and banished to the United States.

ingly large blocks, for a trifle, to favorites, while the pﬂlf - Mr. Ferguson, the editor who published his communica-

man could hardly obtain a lot—the improvement of thetions, was also apprehended, and died in jail from extreme-

roads left to statute labor—the natural resources of lily cruel usage. L '

Provinee. lying dormant for want of encouragemen it The British and Irish immigrants that settled in the Pro-

men of capital and enterprise. 'This was what Mr. Gelivince, at this time, were generally of the old country radi-

lay called “ ¢he reign of corruption, run mad.” - eal school, and consequently united themselves with the
He immediately communicated the result of his ingt
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provincial reformers in politics, which so annoyed the toy

compact, and cormorants in office, that to prevent their fi

ture increase, they prevailed on the House of Assembly
petition the lmperial Parliament to- put a stop to any fup
ther emioration to the Provinece from the B:}tish Isles, o
the oround that the Province was overrun with paupersg
the worst deseription, who were too 1gnorant and idle |
earn an honest livelihood, a nuisance to the country, andy
heavy burden on the niore industrious classes of settlers-
than which nothing could be more false.

In 1820, the electors of the Province, aroused fror
their former political apathy, asif from a long slutnber
encouraged men of known liberal primciples and talentd
offer themselves as candidates for the then approachmgg
jections. Both parties, tories and reformers, entered th
field, at this time with an energy and resolution never
fore witnessed in the Province. 'The former had influeng
and'means. The latter had some influencé, but no meaf
The election day came, and furnished a scene which is
to be met with any where else than at a Canada electior
The taverns were opened by the candidates to their respa
tive friends,and the whiskey and rum, which flowed adli
itumn, soon produced the worst consequences. The Tork
and the liberals, each marshalled their forces, and marche
to the polls with colors and musie, where they were anit
ed with promises never intended to be fulfilled. The T
sies raised their old crics, “ Down with the Yankees
«Furrah for Church and State”” The reformers, equall
vociferous, eried, « Equal Rightsand Yankee privilegesj
“No Church and State Corporation.” ~ Confusion becal
confounded. The Orange band struck up, ¢ Croppiesi
Down,” and ¢ The Boyne Water ;” while the Catholicpi
ty cried, “O'Connell and ould Ireland.” The shelleld
and the brick-bats soon made their appearance. Huirﬂﬁ
the drunk and sober are all at it. The magistrates lookt
on and encouraged the melee. The Orangemen at last ral
the Radicals shouting « Victory.” The Scotch, Englis
U, E. Loyalists, and Irish songs and war cries were heat
the confusion. The hustings were destroyed. Dat
gerous wounds were given and received ; till at last son

CONSEQUENCES OF THE WAR. i

drunken magistrate just managed to hiccup ¢ Treason,’”’
and sent an order for the nearest regulars.

Such reader, is a faint picture of a Canadian election.

Notwithstanding the exertions of the Tories, with their
rum, whiskey, aund shellalahs, the reformers elecied a ma-
jority of Liberals. But the vast means of patronage at the
disposal of the Executive, soon obtained for them a prepon-
derance 1n the House. The people were now more than
ever convinced that while the Governor had such vast
means of corruption at his dispesal, the elective franchise
would avail them nothing ; that however honest and pure
the intentions of newly elected members might be, the
baits held forth were generally too tempting for many of
them, and that they sacrificed the public welfare for their
personal interest.

Again they petitioned the Home Government to remedy
this crying evil, and effectually stop a practice so ruinous
to their liberties, and so demoralising in its consequences
to the welfare of the Province. This, like all former peti-
tions; was laid aside. ¢

Mr. Willis, an eminent and learned lawyer, was sent out
as Chief Justice of the Upper Province. On entering on
the discharge of his duties, he found the bench of justice
and thelaw practice corrupt to the last degree ; and on at-
tempting to reform them, in accordance with the edBistitu-
tion, he was, without the shadow of any crime, suspended
from office, ruined in his estate, and sent back in disgrace,
greatly regreted by the people.

About this time, William Lyon McKenzie commenced
his career as editor of the Colonial Advocate. Of all men,
he was the most honest, industrious, and persevering jour-

nalist who ever wielded a pen in the British Provinees.

The hidden sinks of official pollution and corruption which
he ferreted ont and exposed to public view, exceced any
thing which had till then been supposed to exist. Bribes
were offered him ; offices were promised ; but to no pur-
pose. Perseentions he despised. They only redoubled
his diligence, and gave a keener edge pointto his pen.
Like the bird of the storm, the fiercer it raged the niore tri-
umphantly he struggled. He lashed the enemies of liberty

7 -
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and equal rights with a whip of scorpions. He regarded
the Tories as the rankest enemies of good govern_}nent and
liberal institutions, and treated them as such. They read
his paper, but to trace their withered characters. He was
a deadly eancer in their eye, and they felt it. "L'hey took
the cowardly advantage of his absence ; entered his office
at noon-day; mal-treated his mother, a lady of eighty
years ; destroyed his press; and threw the types into Laks
Ontario. ‘ :
- aNot%}ng afterwards, an Indian chief, a half—b_reed, wi
employed to assassinate him. Fven the Executive Coun
¢il were known to have formed plans for his destruction;
but notwithstanding he still lives, a tormenting thorn il
their side. _ . ‘
Another liberal editor, Mr. Francis Collins, for having
exposed the “native malisnancy’ of Chief J ustice Robin:
som, and charging home the bribery of the bench of judges
was fined, and imprisoned for one year, and died immed:
ately after his release.

CHAPTER XIJ.

Sir P. Maitland’s Administration.

When Sir Perigrine succeeded Gov. Gore; great hopes
were entertained from the conciliatory nature of his instrue-
tions, that every grievance would be adjusted and a better-
policy pursued : but the issue of his administration proved
more restrictive and iuntolerable than any former one.—
Laws were passed to prevent American books being used
in the common schools; as well as against American eiti-
zens being employed as teachers. This was very remark-
able, when it1s considered thatthe majority of the members
who supported these laws, were themselves American citi-
zens, by birth and education. Another one was passed by
the same assembly, to prevent gentlemen of the legal and
medical professions, from Great Britain and Ireland, prae-
ficing in the Province, until they underwent a seeond
course of an other five years’ study, under some Canadian
ignoramus. .

It was at the commencement of this administration, that
three millions of the public lands, whick, by right of royal
promises, belonged to the militia of the Province, for their
services during the late war, were sold at 40 cents per
acre, to a company of lL.ondon speculators; to which the
industry of the settled population had given wvalue, but
which had been constantly refused them, as purchasers, at
one and two dollars per acre. These lands, while in pos-
session of the company, are, by virtue of the purchase, ex-,
empt {rom taxes, to the great injury of the Provinuce.

The clergy reserves are also exempt from taxes; but
when leased to a poor man, taxes are immediately deman-
ded, and should the lessee, afier two or three years oceupa-
tion, surrender it up to its clerical owners, it ceases, instan-
ter, to be liable until re-sold. While all wild lands, owned
by resident or non-resident holders, are taxed, not even ex-
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cepting the U. E. Loyalists, who were granted their lands
free of all taxes and encumbrances, for their endearef
relationship to the British ecrown, and if not paid withim g
stated period, the taxes are doubled and the land liable g
sale by the sheriff: In 1832 and 1833, many thousands
of acres of these lands were sold at nominal prices, th
whole of avhich were purchased by the monied aristocracy,
to the great injury of the poor owners. i

_In consequence of the remissness of the Ameriean set

' “tlers in taking up arms against their countrymen, during

the late war, and their uniform adherenceto the principlé
of democracy, and their unwearied opposition to the op
pressors of their adopted country—it was deemed expedi
ent, by the harpies in office, to introduce a bill to declan
them aliens; incapable of holding or conveying real estate
although the half of Upper Canadaeither belonged to or ha
passed through their hands, = This was done, and anothe
bill immediately introduced to enable the_m, in the evento
their abjuring their native country and its democracy for
ever, to hold their farmns, but not to vote at elections.—
These bills passed an assembly which it was not difficul
{o bribe or intimidate, and was sent to England for th
royal assent. 'The Democrats took the alarm. They su¥
in this the downfall of their party and principles, and will
them the remaining liberties of the country. A cents
committee was appointed, of which Mr. McKenzie wu
confidential secretary. Mr. Randall, M. P. P .W'ho hat
suffored much for his American birth and principles, wil
chosen to proceed to England with the documents entrus
ted to His charge, for the colonial office, who, with th
acute management of Mr. McKenzie and the assistance@
Mr. Hume, carried his point with Lord Goodrich, and
ceived a full pledge that the Americans who had be#
subjeets in Canada, from four to forty years, might som
main without abjuring their native country or principle
The late Capt. Mathews, on half pay, royal artillers
and member of the Assembly, a staunch reformer and fail
_ful servant of the public, for calling on a companyi
strolling American players, out of Jest, to play Y'Ell'!-k.l
Doodle, was called home to account for his conduct,—¢
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prived of his half pay, and became another vietim to the _

native malignity of the detestable family compact.

Mr. Robert Randall, for his constitutional opposition to
the oppressors of his adopted country; now lies entombed
in a ceuntry in whese service he saffered the most heart
rending persecution and aceelerated death.

This cursed faction, iustead of meeting the punishment
due their eriimes, haye been raised, at every immolation,
to higher honors, and in every case they have been pro-
moted in direct opposition to the complaints of the people.

During this Robespierre administration, for it deserves
no betier name, occurred the arbitrary and scandalous
outrage, perpetrated npon the rights and property of Mr.
Forsythe, by a military force, advised by the Attorney Gen-
eral and sanctioned by the Governor. ‘'he Attorney Gen.
was shortly afterwards promoted to the Chief Justiceship.
This fagrant and high handed outrage became the subject
of inquiry before a committee of the House of Representa-
tives, and Messrs. Givens and Coffin -weresustained by
Gov. Maitland, in their refusal to obey a summons to give
evidence before the committee;—in fact, they produced a
written document, subscribed by Gov. Maitland, prohibi-
ting them to attend. Thus it appears an outrage was per-
petrated, by orders of Sir Perigrine Maitland, and then his
authority, influence and power were cxerted to prevent
investigation, Nor is this all; for Sir Perigrine wrote a
calumniating despatch to the Colonial office, giving a
false character to Mr. Forsythe, and traducing the Assem-
bly that interposed in his behalf, as factious, disaflected
and Republican.

Sir George Murray, then principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies, on receiving a correct and impartial state-
ment of the affair, rebuked Sir P. Maitland for his long and
artful despatch against the Assembly’s parliamentary priv-
1eges. Yet he was permitted, without further censure, to
follow his old course. 2

"T'he people petitioned his Majesty’s Government, to re-
call this pious Nero. and strongly urged them to consider
their deplorable condition, and afford that relief which the
exigency of their sufferings, and the peculiar situation
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of their affuirs demanded.
faction and aoxiety of the peoples the determination of the
Provincial Government to defend and enforce arbitrary prinei-
ples, and to oppose the application and operation in the Prov.
ince, of the acknowledged principles of the British Coustitution,
and drew a comparison between their candition, ‘on the one
hand, and the prosperity of all classes, and the improvements
of all kinds, in the neighbering states, oa the other. They
stated their country as blessed with a fine and healthy climate,
a productive soil, unequalled natural facilities for internal
communications, and an_industrious and enterprisivg popula-
tion; that in consequence thereofl, they ought to see the country
flourish and improve, at least as much, und the people as haps
py and prosperous, as their adjoining neighbors. But instead
thercof, the withering and oppressive sysiem pursued by the
Administration, had rendered unavailing the natural resources
and advantages of the country, and paralized all its enterprise,

Mr. Barnabas Bidwell, an eminent lawyer and a man of
great natural and acquired abilities, and of exemplary morals,
was, a little prior to this, duly elected member of Parliament.
In consequence of his uncompromising integrity in the cause
of constitutional reform, and his unwearied exertions against
arbitrary encroachments—it was deemed advisuble, by the tory
members, to prevent, il possible, so formidable an opponent
occupying a seat among them. [t was reported as a pretext,
that Mr. Bidwell, while Treasurer of the state of Massachu-
setts, had embezzled some of the public monies of that state.
This was enough. His seat was disputed. A committee was
appointed to proceed thither to inquire into the merits of the
charge. After a strict inquiry, the commiltee returned—re-
ported the charge untrue, and his character above suspicion;
but he must be got rid of at any sacrifice,

that he bad not conformed with the particulars of the naturali-
zation laws, and consequently eould not be considered a sub-
jeet, and therefore ineligible to a seat. The reader will un-
derstand, that to become naturalized at that time, the following
particulars were required : 1st, a residence of seven years in
the Province :—2d, to partake the sacrament on the bended

knees, at the altar of the established church, and immediately

afterwards take the oath of allegiance, belore a commissioner
appointed for that purpose. Mr, Bidwell, as well as two thirds

Having in vain |
sought for aught against his character, it was at last suggested |

They also represented the dissatis« |

- i
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or more .'of' .the naturalized subjects, declined
ot couscientious principles, partaking the sacr;ment in th
mblasi]ed church; nor in fact, until then, did the ﬂovern?nes‘t-
deem it any way necessary or essential to exact this artic Tn'
point, as the act requiring it was an Imperial and notp'; I ‘nu'm
cial one; consequently, from non-usage for forty yca;" ilt e
consr@ercd nbsoIe.:te; but Mr. Bidwell must be disvosse:s:cd ‘Y'ﬂs
seat in the Legislature, even at the hazard of'im'lki‘n 1? &
tenths of the subjects aliens, which was according! Idong }F!lt?-
desperately wmk_cd act roused all classes in tilegPiovince t o
state of desperation. and were it not for the superior mu‘:’no ¢
ment of Messrs. McKenzie, Bidwell and some othe rs, tl o
sequence would have been most serious, bz
This mad Assembly went even so far as to propnse a bill
comlpei Bt':l:sl_: emigrants, arriving by the way of N(:‘w Ycur]'n
(;_r e-gewherc in the United States, to rem:tin seven yeursin tf\-,
lmvmt_:c. and take the oath of allegience, hel’or‘e—lflm‘.; ;fj
be entitled to the rights of subjeets, Goy. Maitland 'w'fml :
length recalled; but instead of being Ier_lg]i{ to an 'w(:,ns -
and punished for his arbitrary. government, as he ;Ll"fll[mti;
2
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CHAPTER XIL

——

Qi John Colborne’s administration,

Sir John Colborne succeeded; who, like all former gov:
ernors, on assuming the administration, promised aspeedy
redress of all grievances, and encouraged the people with
promises of happier and better times, but these, like all for-
mer ones; were only made to answer the purposes of the day.
Maitland’s administration was very justly denominated, the
Reign of “Corruption run mad.”’ These were the palmy'
days of ehurch and state, of shufiling profligacy and rotten |
horoneh-mongering. Instead of redressing grievances; oue
of the first acts of this administration was, to wmultiply irre|
spousible banks; to. grant large salaries for small serviees;
10 alienate the school lands for a job; to pass rotten borouglh
bills, wherehy to destroy the last vestige of independent;
representation; property declined in value; thousunds of
the settlers left the Province ; money daily became scarcer,
and credit difficult to be had. During this administration,|
the exertions'of the House of Assembly, in passing good and;
wholesome laws, were rendered useless by that curse of all
legislation, the mock House of Lords, called the Legisla
tive Council. This branch of the Canadian Legislature
chosen by the Governor, for life, independent of the peoplé
and consequently, is atthe nod of the Executive. Amou¢
the bills passed by the Assembly, and black balled by i
Council, are the following: A bill to protect the agriculty
ral interests of the Province from a ruinous foreign compe
tition ; to provide for the just and equal distribution of the
roperty of persons dying intestate, by taking away th
right of primogeniture, as the law now stands. Bills wer
also passed, to secure an impartial trial by jury ; and to takt
from the sheriffs, who hold their offices during esecutl
pleasure, the power which they possess of packing juries ;

|
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relieve the QG uakers, an excellent class of subjeets from bur-
dens 111'1Q penalties which are itnposed by the militia laws
and which are, in time of peace, altogether 1111necessary3
to improve common schools, and increase the public fund;;
for their support ; 1o amend the charter of King’s College
in_conlormity with his majesty’s recommendation, and t:hl;
wishes of the people, so as to put the Institution into oper-
ation on just and liberal principles; T'o provide for the sale
of clergy reserves, and the application of the monies arising
therefrom to objects of common benefit and utility ; I'o pmﬁ
mote the peace, [reedom, and independence of el,ectors of
members of Parliament, by adopting the mode of voting b
ballot. All these measures, and many others, were rg-
jected by the legislative council, and the labors of the House
lost. It is right, that the reader should fally understand the
materials which composed the Legislative Council. It con-
sisted of seventeen members, exclusive of the Bishop of
Quebec ; of these not more than fificen ever attend to their
legislative duties, aund out of the members generally present
six were of the governor’s council, ‘and eight office holders
under the goveriiment ; and the remainder generally candi-
d;tes for office. 'I'his was the Lezislative Council of Can-
ada.

Mr. MelCenzie, abold and persevering assertor of consti-
tutional reform, was six times ousted from the Assembly:
and as often returned by the people. :

The elective franchise became reduced to a mere cypher;
and Sir John Colborne gave the finishing stroke to religi.
ous liberty, by creating 57 rectories or parsonages, accord-
ing to the estahlishoent of the church of England, under
the great seal of the Proviuce, and endowed them out of the
clergy reserves. 'T'o these rectors, or parsonages, ministers
have been, or are to be presented, as are their successors in
future, by the covernment, and they are, according to the
39th clause of the act “T'o hold and enjoy the same, and
all rights and profits thereuanto, belonging or granted, as ful-
ly and amply, apd in the same manner, and on the same
terms and conditions, and liable to the saméfperformaﬁce
and the same duties as theincumbent of a parsonage or
rectory in England,” and the next clause of the act provides
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for the exercise of “spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction
and authority,” according to the laws and caunons of the
church of England. Under which clause, of conrse, eccle-
siastical courts will be established, as no other church or
court can fully exercise such spiritual and ecclesiastical ju-
visdiction, According to the act, the government may en-
dow the parsonages, from time to time, and erect and con-
stitnte as many more, as the governor may deem needful ;
so that these parsonages may- be multiplied beyond all cal-
culation. The ditferent clergy of the church of England,
have received from the government in exchange for their
own private property, large quantities of the clergy reserves;
for instance, the Rev. James Coglan, surrenders 36 acres
of land it the townhsip of Hope, for 1020 acres in different
townships ; the Rev. Benjamin Croynon surrenders 4 acres
of lund, and receives in exchange 1892 acres!! 'T'he Rey,
Francis Fyans surrenders 5 acres in Woodliouse, and re-
ceives 800 acres in Walpole!! Rear Admiral Vansittant
has been permitted to share in these good things, for the
benefit of the ctinrch, and has received in exchange for a
house and two acres in Bland(ord, 3690 acres of valuable
Japd !!

The land thus conveyed to them in exchange, becoines
their property; and of their asssigns forever,—not their sue-
cessors in the sarcedotal office. All comment upon such
transactions s unnecessary. :

These endowments, and all these grants in exchange for
messarges, and lots of land, are in addition to the large reg-
ular allowanee thatis annually paid to them by the Goy-
ernment, out of the public monies of the Province, without
the knowledge or consent of the people.

Thus, in one year: in contempt of all their humble re- |
monstrances, and earnest protestations against church es-
tablishments and government patronage of a single sect, fif-|
Ly-seven. government parsons have been established in the
Province, under its Great Seal, to make it irrevocable.

- An this way, the government opened a new source of
political influence, and not only established a State church
among them, with spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction,

buta state church, of which, government is the sole patron

R R~ e
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by having the exclusive right of presentation, or appoint-
ment. The people expressed the strongest feelings of in-
dignation and astonishment, at this proceeding, by peti-
tions to the home government. Year after ayem" they
and their representatives: have been straining ,e-very‘
nerve, to procure the appropriation of the clergy reserves
to some useful publie purposes, in which all might, impar-
tially and equally, participate. Flor upwards of thirty years
have they solemnly and indignantly protested against
the establishment of awy state church. The préople‘
from one end of the Province fo the other, agnin,
and again, petitioned the provineial and imperial par-liai
ments on the subject. These petitions proceeded, not only
{rom the people, indiscriminately, but also from public bod-
ies. The explicit and distinet representation on this sub-
ject of the Methodist Episcopal Conference in 1831, in their
address to his majesty, cannot be forgotten; inasmuch as it
produced a most offensive replyfrom John Colborne, which
caused much excitement and dissatisfaction at the the time.
The observations contained in the address on the subject of
applying public funds to the support of religious bodies,
and of thus oppropriating the clergy 1‘s_serves,b\'vere distin-
guished for wisdom and trath. In 1832, McKenzie wés
delegated to England, with petitions signed by 21,000 free
holders, expressing similar sentiments. In fact, all paities
and all denominations on this maltter, have been agreed

and have so remained, with a unanimity and persevc;:mi‘cé
that 1s surprising.

Equally decided and uniform have been the exertions of
the Assembly, to effect the same object. They had repeat-
edly addressed his majesty; they had also as frequently ex-
ercised the powers given to them by the constitutional act
to repeal those parts it, which relate to the appropriation of
the clergy reserves ; although these bills like many others
ardently desired by the country, have been contemptuously
rejected in the legislative council. So numerons and urgent
have been those representations to his majesty’s govern-
ment, that the appearance, at least, of a fa,vorabi'e-disj?ositi'on
on this subject, was at length obtained from the cabinet
minister, > '

— -
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In 1832, thg House of Assembly were informed by Sir
Johu Colborne, in a message, dated 25th of January, 1832,
that he had his majesty’s commands to make to them the
following communication. ; '

“'I'he representations which have at different times been
made to his majesty, and royal predecessors, of the prejudice
sustained by his faithful subjects in this Province, from the
appropriation of the clergy reserves, have engaged his ma-
jesty’s most attentive cousideration. He has with no less
anxiety considered how far such an appropriation of terri-
tory is conducive either to the temporal welfare of the min-
isters of religion 1 this Provinee, or to their spiritual infla-
ence. Bound no less by his personal feelings, than by the
sacred obligations of that station to which providence has
called him to wateh over the interests of all the protestant
churches within his dominions; his majesty could never
consent to abandon those interests, with a view to any ob-
jects of temporary and apparent expediency, Ithas, there-
fore, been with peculiar satisfaction, that in the resultof his
inguiries into this subject, his majesty has found, that the
changes sought for, by so large a proportion of the inhabit-
ants:of the Province, may be carried into effect without sa-
crificing the just claims of the established churches of Eng-
land and Scotland. The waste lands which have been set
apart as provisions for the clergy of those venerabzc bod-
ies, have hitherto, yielded no disposable revenue. The pe-
riod at which they might be reasonably expected to become
mare praductive, is still remote. His majesty ha_s soltd_ rea-
son for entertaining the hope, that before the arrival of tha_t
period, it may be found practicable, to afford these churches
such a reasonable and moderate provision, as may be ne-
cessary, for enabling them properly to discharge their sacred
functions. His majesty, therefore, invites the House of As-
sembly of Upper Canada, to consider how the powers giv-
en to the Provincial Legislature by the constitutional aet,
to vary or repeal this purt of its provisions, can be called in-
to exercise most advantageously for the spiritual and. tem-
poral interests of his majesty’s subjects in the I'rovince.”

"T'his. was a pledge of no ordiinary solemnity, on the par
of his majesty’s government, not to proceed in opposition
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to representations which had,at different times,been made to
his majesty, by solarge a portion of the people.  "Fo estab-
lish and ‘endow these rectories, in opposition to these re-
monstrances, was as flagrant ‘a vielation of royal promises
and good fuith; ascan, well be imagined. In Lord Glen-
clg’s instructious to the governor, it is distinetly intimated,
that the disposal and appropriation of the cleruy reserves,
are to be lefl to the legislature of the Provinee, Under these
cirenmstances, how could the proceedings of the vovern-
ment, in the formation and endowment of those rectories,
and the exchange of lands, evidently a system ‘of jobs, be
reconciled, with adecent regard to good faith and jestice,
to the interests of the Provinee, or to the well knowun, and
often declared wishes of the people 2 .

'I'he reflections which such a question suggests, are pain-
ful and mortitying. &

Measures; most affecting the peace and happiness of the
people, their opinions, and feelings, were adopted, not only
without their consent, but in opposition to their unanimons
and often declared wishes., "To continue their complaints
seemed now useless.

Lord Glenelg declared, in his instructions to Sir John
Colborue, that “Imperis| legislation on any gnbject of ex-
clusively internal concern, in any British colony, possessing
a legislative assembly, is, asa general vule, wnconstiti-
tional; and that to withdraw from the Canadian to the Im-
perial legislature the question respeeting the clergy ressrves
would be an infringement on that eardinal principle of
colonial goverument which forbids parliamentary interfere-
ances, except 16 an evident and well established neces-
sity.”

‘Chese are the professions of the Imperial Government Gh
but what has been its conduet.

Shortly after this admisson, an act was passed by the Im-
perial Parliament, without even a pretence of necessity, and
without the consent or knowledge of the people, or their
representatives, authorising the sale of one-fourth of the
clergy reserves, and withdrawing from the Canadian to the
Imperial legislature, the question respecting the application
of these funds, to gih‘er purposes, than their original object,

s 2 :
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such as the support of education, &c. Under this act, mare
than two hundred and fifty four thousand dollars have been
raised by the sales of these lands, and instead of being ap-
plied to provincial purposes, such as the making and repair-
g of roads and bridges, it was paid over into the military
chest, and shipped to Uld England.

‘I’he Hon. Edward Ellice, in his examination before the
House of ( ommons, o the affairs of Canada, alter deseri-
bing the general and deep teeling which existed in the pro-
vinee, about the appropriation of these reserves, said, “sure-
Iy, the framers of that act, must have overlooked the addi-
tional objection of drawing from the small capital of the coun-
try any part of it, for this iuvidious purpose.” Notwith- |
standing this caution, and, although the law was a plain
infringement of the principles of the Canadian Constitution,
recognised and admitted by them, the ministry carried it
out, not only in selling the reserves, and draining the coun-

tey of its capital, but also in making those unwarrantable
and proflicate exehanges. What a practical comment is
this, on British Colonial Governmeent. Lord Glenelg,
must have supposed, when writing the above instructions,
that the people of Upper Canada were destitute of common
sense and discernment.

The whole. of the transaction to which we have advert-
ed from the beginning, prove the necessity, and illustrate
the importance of the great object for which the people had
been for a long time contending, viz: an “independent re- |
sponsible government?

CHAPTER XIIL

SirJohn Colborne’s Administration—riots at elections.

Sir John Colborne’s administration was also remarkable
for the desperate and bloody outrages at the elections, sane-
tioned or connived at, as they were by the anthorities. The
orapgemen & tories were encouraged and even urged by ma-
gistrates and sherifls, to assault with missiles, and often with
deadly weapans, every person who might vote for a Liberal
Member. At Farmersville, in the countyof Leeds, they
attempted the murder of a Mr. Phillips, for voting a-
gainst the government candidate ; but fortunately for him,
in the phrenzy of their madness, they Killed a brother or-
angeman in mistake.
law, they appeared before a Grand Jury, and swore the mur-
der-against Mr.Phillips, a bill of indictment was found,and
Phillips was tried for his life, by a tory judgeand jurymen,
but was honorably acquitted- of any participation in the
bloody affair, except what was necessary in his own defence,
to save his life. In the examination of the witnesses be-
fore the court, the murder was pointedly brought home to
the parties who swore out the indictment from the Grand
Jury; but they were orangemen, and of the government
party, and there the matter rested.

Phillips being a true and staunch reformer, and a gentle-
man of large property; his destruction, at all hazards,
was determined by these hell hounds. They destroyed his
property and he was afterwards obliged to escape in the
night, and seek refuge in the state of New York. 1In 1838
at the Windmill, below Prescott, this unfortunate, but brave
and gencrous patriot was killed on thelastday of the battle.
Mr. Armstrong, a Scottish gentleman of property and influ-
ence, was embowelled in the streets of "Toronito, the seat of
government, by a gang of ruthless, drunken orangemen,

And to escape the penalty of the
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for his manly efforts in behalfof liberal institutions. Au
inquest of orangenmen was held over the body, who bro’t
in a verdict of accidental death. By all accounts, they have
been the bane of Ireland, but most certainly, a blighting
curse in Canada. Until their settlement i the Province,
there never were better, more friendly or obliging neighbors,
than the Irish Catholies, But the instont the orangemen
settled among them, discord, bloodshed, and murder were
the result. '

The first murder perpetrated in U. C. was by one these
desperadoesof the name of M*Sweeny. By the. contrivance
of the government authorties, they sofar got the ascenden”
cy in the Johustown Distriet by virtue.of the cudgel and
bludgeon as to carry the elections for the government,when-
gver they pleased. "To bring them to justice was impossi-
ble; the authorities were on theilr side, justice could not reach
them. -

The writer of this work, and the Rev. , of the Bap.
tist denomination, on returning home, in a one horse car-
riage, from the election held at Merrickyille in 1836, were
~ suddenly surprised in the woods by a band of these savage

hirelings. "L'heir leader, Hare, a notorious villian seized
e earriage with one hand, while he attempted, with the
other, to drag the writer down, A sudden'blow of the butt
end of a large horse whip, laid the intendeds assassin
sprawling on the ground, Before his gang came up,
with the aid of a good horse and a free use of the
whip, they were sooun distanced. - T'he poor timid priest
was 80 frightened, as to loose ull power ol action, during the
seuflle ; but after recovering, and secing himself ont of dan-
ger, he was the most valliant man the. writer ever saw; he
foamed at the routh, kicked with his feet, shook his fists
over the hinder part of the carriage, inviting the Ishmael-
ites to.come, if they dared. The fact is, the suddeness of
thesarprise, had so frightened him, that when fairly recoy-
ered, it had the efiect of throwing him into a kind of hyste-
rical frenzy. For, naturally, he was of a very quiet, meek
.and pacific disposition. Some time previous to this affair
- one of these incarnate demons, a Mr. Ilenry Hamilton, and
two others, lay coneealed at the edge of a swamp through
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which the writer had to pass on his way home froma political
caunecus. On entering the swamp, these ruffiians sprang from
their lair, dismounted him in rather a rough manner, and were
it not for the timely appearance ol three strange gentlemen,
they would have accomplished their designs. The author, from
the wounds veceived, was confined 1o his bed f(or three months,

This Hamiltan shortly afterwards killed Mr. Tarbox, an A-
merican citizen, with a saddler’s knife, in Prescott, for which
he was appreherded, tried, and condemned, but not executed,
“BECAUSE H& ONLY KILLED A DAMNED YANKEE.”

Thus they go it in Canada,. Killing a Canadian reformer or
a Yankee is the same thing, and the sure way to aitain pre-
ferment. At the same election David Ballintyne, a gentleman
of character, influence and property, alter giving his vote for
a reform eandidute, was immediately attacked by about a hun-
dred of these ruffains, who beat, cut and mangled his body in
a horridimanner; broke down the hustings, snatched thc:‘poll
books from the returning officer, and tore them to pieces.—
Mr. Sammnel Bass, a peaceable farmer, on returning quietly
home, was overtaken by a gang of these furies, dragged from
his harse and left for dead on the Queens highway. Having
failed to entangle Me. McKeunzie in the meshes-of the law, or
in finding aught against his public or private character, the
Governor’s privy council met, on a particular day, to devise
means to take his life, as will now be proved by the following
testimonies: —

Home District,

To Wit: § Came before me, James Hervy Price,

Jsquire, Commissioner for taking affidavits, in Her Majesty’s
Court of King’s Bench, this day, William Howe, of the Town-
ship of York, coach iaker, who being duly sworn, voluntarily
deposeth and saith, that about four o’clock in the alternoon,
Monday, 13th of November, inst. as this deponent was walls- .
g up the street, leading (rom the public offices to the Govera- -
ment House, in eompany with Mr. John Mantach, of this eify.
six or seven persons came out of the Governor’s doarand ent
of his gate; they were talking about McKenzie, and this depo-
nent distinctly heard the Hon: John Elmsly say to, Mr. Allang
for he turned to him whilst he _S[]Dkegt-lj“ﬂ’i’ﬁ[{éﬁ%i‘?;+é‘§é{t)'t' Hoyos o6
have been shat at that time, and the only thing, fo. be-donesis
tatake him out and shoot him.” Signed, | -

=15 S
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Home District, :
To Wit: % Came befors me, James Hervey Price,
Fsquire, a Commissioner for takfng aﬂl{lavlts. in the Court of
King’s Bench, John Mantach, of the City of Torfanlo, baok-
binder, who being duly sworn, freely and voluntarily deposeth
and saith, that about the hour of four in the afternoon of Mon-
day, the 13th of Nov. inst. as this deponent was walking near
His Excellency’s gate, in company of Mr. William J.]‘mve. the
Fons. William Allan, Robert B. Sullivan and John hl_msiey,
members of the Executive Couneil of Upper Uzum.dn, wgh sev-
eral other gentlemen, came out of 1he said gate of the Govern-
ment House,—Elmsley said to Allan, ¢McKenzie should (or
ought to) have been shot at that time, and the only thing to be
done, is to take him out and shoot him now.”’
Sworn before me, at Toronto, this 14th Nuv. 1837, _
J. 1. Price, a Commissioner for taking aflidavits &,

Signed, JOAN MANTACH

When the fountain of a government is so foul and despe- |

rately wicked as this, what purity can be expected from the
streams which flow from it?

While Mr. McKenzie was in England, advocating the cause
of the people, and demanding a constitutional redress of ﬂl&‘.‘ll‘
grievances, the harpies of misrule were secretly employed in
civeulating counter petitions through the Province and calling on
the teachers of common schools, to sign them and make all
their pupils who could write do the same. The teachers durst
not refuse for fear of losing the government appropriation for
schools, and the pupils signed them for fear of punishment
from their teacher. In th)s manner, they obtained fifty-oue
thousand signatures to their petitions for church and state goy-

. ernment; which they forwarded to the Colonial o[_ﬁce. ’I.‘hc
odds was greatly against Mr. McKenzie; yet, notwithstanding
this vast difference, on refcting to the petitions, he had little
or no difficulty in convincing Lord Goodrich of their despe-
rately wicked tendency, by imposing on His Majesty’s govern-
ment, such a mass of puerile signatures. ; :

Lord Gaderich was convinced, and drew up instructions for
Sir John! Colborne, with directions to take the necessary
sl__ep_s,' forthwith, to redress the evils and abus:-_js cm‘ppl&'lpgd_(-}_f
in the People’s Petition. Sir John.lost no time in refering
these instructions to the Assembly at their first sitting. But
the leaders of the tory faction;Mr. Atty. Geon. Boulton and.

Solicitor Gen. Hagerman, instead of acting upon them -wilﬁ?- .
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that courtesy which was due them, treated the instructions
with the most sovereign contempt, and abused Lord Goderich’s
character and benign intentions, with a violence and bratality,
which would disgrace the least civilized government in Europe.
They represented him as a political mountebank, adding,
“nobody can tell what political caper this political imbe-
cile may next order. This foolish minister is trying to reduce
the institutions of the country to rank Yankee democracy.—
The fools and knaves of the Yankee Republican [action, whom
Lord Goodrich delighteth to henor—and the fools and knaves
of the: Canadian Republican press,—and they are all fools and
knaves, who do not disapprove of Lord Goderich’s conduet, in
listening to the silly complaints of the swinish multitude,
against the honorable and learned gentlemen conneeted with
the administration of the government,”  T'his language having
reached the King’s ear, thirongh Mr. McKenzie, these worthies
were removed from office in disgrace. But Lord Goodrich,
heing shortly afterwards created HEarl Ripon, refired from the
Colonial office; and was immediately succeeded by tory Stan-
loy, who promoted the disgraced Autorney General to the
Chief Jasticeship of Newfoundland, and restored Hagerman
to his former offices;—so that what one Colonial Minister does
for the:gond of the Province, the next is sure to undo; such
was the ancertinty of the Colonial office. The grievances
complained of by the people, instead of being vedressed or
amgliorated, were left to accumulate, like a roliing snow-ball,
Laws were enucted during this administration, creating new
and irresponsible legal tribunals; clothing existing courts with
new means of oppression, and increasing their expenses; au-
thorizing direct laxes on the people, and interfering with pri=
vate rights; taking away the rights and privileges ol the elec-
tors. The laws regulating their trade and commerce, were
enacted in the Parliament ol the United Kingdom, and contin -
ually echanged and varied without the Province being consulted,
although the value of their labor and property are . deeply at-
fected by this ever varying system of legislation.. '
Their trade by sea is carvied on exclusively for the advan-
tage of capilalists, residing in England. England claims an
exclusive monopoly of the Canadian markets, but allows the
Canadians none in heérs. - Their brel and pork are prohibited
in the Boglish markets, and their pot and pearl ashes subject
to the same rates of duty, at Lendon or Liverpool, as the pot
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and pearl ashes of the United States. By an act of the Impe-
rial Parliziment, it-is enacted that United States’ wheal, wheat
flour, beef and pork, may be imported into the Canadas, either
by sea or inland navigation, free of duty, and may be shipped
at Quebee, to any part of the British West Indies, on the sume
terms as the like produce of Upper Canaca: By an act of
Congress, passed in July, 1832, wheat, wheat flour, beel and
pork, ashes and all other articles, the staple produce of the
Canadas, are subject to a tax of fifteen per cent if imported
into any purt of the United States; so you see the monopoly i3
all in favour of England and the United States. . This isa
specimen of the manner in which they mapage Canadian af-
fairs, in the English Parliament. The Canadians ave confined
1o the markets of the home country, entirely. Were they to
attempt to extend their trade with other coantries, the protec-
ting duties imposed by England, in favor of her own merchun-
dise, would prevent the importation of foreign goods in ex-
change. Sclfishness aloue, is the principle which has guided
Einzland in her iotercourse with Canuda, and that sclfish policy
will, undoubtedly, hasten the independence of the Colony; for
with all hier encouragement of emtigration, with all her expen:
ses of armies, fleets, governors and wiceroys, she is but hast:
ening the finzl consummation. One after another, as they
gan power, her Cologies will grasp by force, the politieal
rights denied to peaceable petitionss usatil, in time she becomes
the “girdled tree” spoken of in the days of the prophet Sic
Fiancis B. Head. Ol all the measures that ever cama belore
tne Assembly, the bill providing for a court of Chancery, was
the most wicked and dangerous. It passed; and. the people
found that, instead of a court of equity, it proved “a court of
spoliation and confiscation. Its supporters presented it asa
golden pipin, but upon teial it turned out a bitter erab. Go it
my boys,?” said a respectable Euglishman, «] recovered in
¢ hancery, an estate of two thousand four hundred dollars a

year, and the whole estate, aye, and four thousand dellars into

the bargain, were swallowed by the costs of court.”” In nine-
teen cases out of lwenty, the suitors are stripped and beggared,.

Sir John Colborne, determining to give the Canadians, be-
fore his recall, a surfuit of tory government, commissioned a
large bateh of magistrates, consisting of Irish Orangemen and
Yankee renegade tovies. Nota solitary Scotch, English, or
Canadian reformer was appointed, because al the previous e-
lections they voted contrary to his wishes.
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‘(Z)]d kCountrypqen may differ as to forms of government; but
{ahg zir:werz itory is a Gri;enmte. Strange as some may th'ir’:k it
- st enemies of the reformers i : ;
: ! y exceeding even t -
uugemenﬁa v:ruh?ut:e and deadly enmity, \veregthesc ;L}:il(lzge
:u:i:es. : ot cordially liked, even by the Orangemen them-
?I?I w;s, they i\-w'eree hated with a perfeet hatred by the reformers
ley were the reproach of their country i -
: : ! itry s the disgrace o
Amtlzélg_ndn continent, and one of the curs;s of Cfnada F'IELI::
wor ]I not, and never will, and never can exhibit so erovel
mgja class of freemen as the tories of Canada i :
Coltb;nzg:tﬁh?”?: hielsmd, [rom the course pursued by Sir John
rne, thot the Home Government appointed hi
olborne, ! ppointed bim to the ad-
:3::1;?13'?;5?;’1 for no other purpose than to oppress the‘pebplg‘
e e ?_elr resources, and entail on their posterity the op-
Egr‘;}:g;gﬂ;s_f; E}Fhumh ?slnbhshud by laws which church, Cob
ety vis- History of the Refarmatic o : /
“Was engendered in be Mt e
: : astly lust; br 'th 1 i
and perfidy, and cherished -12:{1 Il':'ii, .::11)11 E?xih?cf‘blég lﬂth}'_POCI'ls}’
pdperlidy, an ed » devastat nd
f‘:vels of Li?_gilmh and Irish blood.” On page 8th, he at:l’(:il: 1?;::'1
it was established jn England ¢b it siane
5’68 dngls y the gibbets, the racks, ai
o % PG LT z ?
:}l:{e rlpl?ii(}ig_rlm nives.” This church, contrary to the re'péai’ied?ﬁ
thﬁﬁc ;;L;C;{a{rﬂi{if)ﬂf of nine-tenths of the population, is now
aw established church of Capada, with dowir
il i ; anad; th an endowment of
one-seventh of the Province 5 : s
: yor 15,000,000 of acres, which
, 7 : 2oy
rfl’ig;a;t;;;l'c Lngl}aud Ims“declnred ta be part and p:,arce] of ﬂlr:e
2ot Canterbury, Had the Canadinns her gri
ces to complain of than merely this, i Do elaer Bricvass
; ¥s, itiwa self i
warrant an appeal to arms. = : Rl e
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CHAPTER XIV.

Corruption money— High prices.

—

In 1885, Sir John Colborne ordered $19.6;607 to be pi‘-llr,lli.o
ensioners and sinecurists out of the peopie’s money, usually
called the casual and territorial revenue, without their, or thc.w
‘ {—one item of which ruus thus: ¢« Paid
A. B. Hawkins, a yankee tory, and P. Robinson, a jsnn 0[‘001:13
of the W yoming murderers in the Am. revolution, -‘E\Ifl,SU for
expense of starving poor settlers and emigrant penf;o{l({:)ra.r
The 17th item reads thus: ¢Paid Joseph Spraggs -‘m‘_l,;.. UP or
keeping a small tory school in Toronto. ltem 301‘1. Iam
%3 500 to hireling priests of the fl’reshyt&r[anor‘el.b : tlt?nJ1
36th: Paid 819,870 to hireling priesis of the lusta’ lishe
Chureh. Item 1st: Paid Roman Cnthol_;_::: Bls_ahop.M {Jmf]i
$3,000 pension. Itetn 2d: Paid Roman Catholic pn;—:sl:-, ;lﬁ‘i)'
000; and so on to the cnd of the chapter. The [\’t:‘]l ‘lf‘llil.ala
$1,900. The Baptist Church was the only one which refus-

' age iniquity- :
ed{};ea?;egbzfnr sonqs ojf' America! what would you think .o[‘ a
President who should, withour your consent, undertake to

ffet el o 2
: : > manner?

squander your resources in like m ! - - .

1We will here give a list of the Executive and Judiciary offi

cers, of Canada, with their salaries. It will afford an opporii-
i ! ¥ 1 = 1 S 2D M -

nity of comparing a domestic with @ foreign gmmnmen':_, a
government by furmers, with a government by strangers from
beyound the ocean.

3 4 SALARY. MICHIGAN. S.\‘Lanm
Gov. c%ﬁf%}:nada, &24,000 Gov. of Michigan, ssz,ggg
Sec. ol State, 4,000 Sec.'o[' State, =
Auditor, 1,460 Au:{mor. . S '60{)
Chiefl Justice, 7,000 Chiel J{tshge, ,_2_50_
Attorney General, 4,800 Attorney General, - o
Associate Judge, 4,444 Associate Judge, >

i g i . §6,950

Canadian gov. 845,704 American gov |
Mi'c;:inga'n Iugg_es get mo retiring pensions; Canadlr;n. Judges
ge%edc'h %3000 per annam from the pockets of the people,without
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the decency of asking their leave. Thus they go it in Canada.

It may be asked, What is the cause of this difference in the
salaries of the cofficers of these governments? The reasons
are plain: The people of Michigan govern themselves; Canada
is governed by imported strangers; whose only interest in the
Province is that of fleecing tl:__e. people. Each of the twenty-
six confederate states chooses its own Governor and Legisla-
ture; alters and aménds its own Constitution; frames laws for
good government; creates dnd maintains a militia; appoints the
judges of the land, magistrates, and sheriffs; hasa voice in the
regulation oi trade, the currency, and in questions of war,
when discussed in the great Parliament of the confederation,
through its senators and representatives. Canada is governed
by the bayonets ol foreign mercenaries; has no voice in the
choice of her Governors and Legislative Council. She dare
neither alter or amend her political Constitution; has no voice
in the regulation of her trade or currency, nor in the question
of war or peace; she appoints neither magistrates nor sheriffs,
militia officers nor coroners; nor has the control of her own re-
venues, nor the disposal of her public lands—hence her bad
roads, rotten bridges, and little improvements, large salaries
and despotic government.

The British Parliament robbed Canada of its lands; and
rogues and sharpers, the howling herd of corrupt officials, rob
it of i1ts money, and itsiniserable inhabitants dare not complain
—for when they ask for reform, they receive coersion. The
family compact surround the Governor, so that no one not of
their tribe or party can reach him. They actually govern the
country; dispose of its places of profit and distinetion, and not
only rule, but insult the people. Being really independent of
all control, their iusolence, rapacity and corruption know no
bounds; and if, at any time, the Governor, or even the Home
Government, offend their high mightinesses, they treat them
with scorn and contumely, and scofl' at the commands sent

to them from Hngland.

Mr. Roebuck, a member of the British Honse of Commons,
and agent for the people in the Lower Pravince, remarked, in
the English Parliament: ¢ While such is the nature and conduct
of this petty and vulgar oligarchy, I besecch the House to con-
sider the peculiar position of the penple over whom they domi-
neer. This people are indaily, nay, hourly intercourse, with
the republicans of the United States of America. They are
aceustomed to behold, across the frontier, a great people, not
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more instructed, nor more deserving of good government than
themselves, sell-governed—governed by thoroughly democra

tic institutions; and what is the result? A state of unexampled

prosperity—equal, rapid, and unceasing improvement; laws

and institutions that continue in their action as regblar asa
piece of physical machinery. They see the cheap governing
body, having interests identical with the people, and possessed
of their ever advancing spirit of improvement, aiding all enter-
ptise—in fact, performing the true [unctions of a government;
not contented with protecting to the utmost, the property, per-
son, and reputation of all the citizens, but assisting .n all those
great undertakings which are best promoted by the combined
efforts of a whaole people.  With such a sight before them, it
is not wonderful that the Canadian people have imbibed the
free spirit of America, and that they bear with impatience the
insolence, the ignorance, the ineapacity, and the vice of a nesi
of official cormorants, who, under the fostering domination of
England, have constituted themselves an aristocrisy, with all
the vices of such a body, without one of the redeeming quali-
ities which are supposed to lessen the mischiefs which are the
natural attendants of all aristocracies. It is of a people thus
high-spirited, pestered and stung to madness by this pestilent
brood, that I demand your attention,” &ec. “If you do nal
redress their grievances, and permit them the free and full ex-
ercise of the rights and privileges granted them by the Consti-
tution, they will take for their example the conduct of their
neighbors in the year 1776, and throw you off with the same
bitter animosity, and govern themselves.”

Immediately after this, Sir John Colborne was promoted (o
the Guelphic order of Hanoverian Knighthood, by letters pu-
tent from the Crown, as a reward for his exertions in keeping
down the Yankee faction, and preventing reform, and for up-
hoding a church and state government for so many years in
Upper Canada, contrary to the declared intentions of the peo-
ple. But Sir John was determined not to rest short of the
peerage. In order tostrengihen hischureh and state tory go-
vernment, and o render his measures popular, by giving them
the appearance of impartiality, by the advice of his secret!
councillors, it was determined to attach the dissentient preach-
ers, in consequence of their great influence, to the car of the
administration, He, therefore, condescendingly meted out of
the people’s money, without their consent, a certain sum an-
nually, to the Methodists, Presbyteriuns, Catholics, and Bap-
tists. The bait was offered, and readily gulped by all but the
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Baptists, who would not touch the unelean thing. Be it remem-
bered, that previous to this piece of bribery, the ministers of
these seets were bold apd ardent advocates in the cause of re-
form; and frequently taught the people from  the pulpit, *“that
a church establishment was an ‘abomination; that it restricled
the liberty of conseience, and never failed to reduce the people
to spiritual bondage; that the maintenance of their s;;iriiua[
privileges depended on their maintaining ‘their political rightss
that rebellion to tyrants and ungodly rulers was obedience to
God. But mark ye: they had no sooner accepted the wages
of Balaam, than like Balaam’s ass, they found a new tongue.
It was now: ““Be yo subject 1o the higher powers; for there is
no power but of God; and the powers that be are ordaived of
God,”” &e.  Thus they sold their conseiences, and their coun-
teyy for asmall annual pittance of the mammon of unrighteous-
ness; and turned the grace of God into lasciviousness.

Despotism has varely ever been thovoughly established in

any country without the connivance and assistance of the cler-
gy- Liberty, thronghout the world, has suffered more through
their insirumentality, than from any other class of people what-
ever. Canada is a living exemplification of this truth. Their
crouching to Sir John Colborne, for less than a mess of pot-
tage, destroyed the hope of freedom in that unhappy country,
for some time at least. Had the other seets, like the honest
Baptists, stood true and firm to their former integrity, Canada
would now have been free. From this time (orward, these
priests [ound no more fault with the administration, nor could
they see any abomination in a chureh united with the state, un--
til recently, when the Methodist preachers discovered it a see-
ond time, alter the Regis donum was withdrawn. Then like
other penitent sinners they exclaimed peccavi. But the iron
sway of the chureh, incorporated with the staze, was now con-
firmed.
_ [t was lelt for Sir F. .B Head {o drive home the ey stone
1 the despotic arch, which his predecessors had so nearly fin-
ished. In thgPeommencement of the year 1836, Sir Francis
assumed thi¥ reins of government, with ample. instructions from
#he Home Government, as usual, To ‘SETTLE ALL THE DIFFI-
CULTIES.

I-!_e found, on his arrival, a reform House of Assembly, the
choice of the people.  The Colonial Secretary handed him My.
_M’Kenz;e’s hook of grisvances, as his guide; and, on address-
ing the memberz{;}ff the Assembly, the first time, said: “You
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have great and oppressive grievances, that require important
remedial meusures, without delay. Impartial justice must be
administereds the peeple have asked for it their sovereign has
ordained it; and I am here to execute his gracious commands.
Delay will only increase impatience.” He stated furthre:
<t that he was senl out to administer the aflairs of the Province
insuch a way that the people should have occasion to be at-
tached to the parent state, from sentiments ol aficction and
gratitude, as well as from prineiples of duty.”” He portrayed
the Provinee as “standing like a heualthy young tree, !hat had
been girdled; its drooping branches mournfully betraying that
its natural nourishment bad been deliberately cat off.”?

*Fhe eountry hailed his arrival as the dawn of happier days.
Loyal addresses were poured iu to him-daily, from all parts of
tie country Expectation was now oun tiptoe. Commercial
and agricultual deputations procceded from every. quarter to
the government house, to welcome and pay their loyal respeets,
to the erEar mErorMer, Sir F. B. Head. Butas he wasa
stranger to the Province and its affairs, and lknew but little of
the waats, sentiments, and habits of ifs Inhabitantss zmdl as the
measures complained of under Siv John Colborne’s administras
tion had been attributed, in a great degree, if not a!togel.her,
to evil advisers, much anxiety was felt that the new Lieut.
Governor should cail to his Council persons in whose sound
coustitutional prineiples the country could put confidence. His
Excellency appeared to have anticipated their wishes, by call-
ing to his Couneil Messrs. Dunn, Baldwin, 'a_nd John Ro!?h,
gentlemen of liberal principles, andwell qualified for t)he office
trom their extensive knowledge of the affairs of the Province.
These appointments afforded general satisfaction, not unmixed
however with apprehensions that the influence and presence qf
the old Councillors, who were supposed to have advised Sir
John Colborne, would embarrass his Excellency and the new
“ouncillors, in the pursuit of a more impartial mode of gov-
eroment. The House of Assembly and the Council were not

then aware that the Executive Council had hitherto been used

as a sereen for the acts of the Lieut. Governory for it was gen-

erally understood that they had been consulted on sl the
: That the principles of the DBritish

affairs of the Province. ] ‘
Constitution were not put in practice as it regarded this .Ce;u-n'-_
¢il, in one respect, was well known, {or it had been the subject
of earnest complaint for many years by the House of Com-
mons; that persons had been appointed or continucd as Coun-
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cillors, whose political opinions were in opposition to those of
the people and their representatives, and in many eases to the
expressed wishes of his Majesty’s government; as was shown
in the memorable instance of Lord Goderich’s despatch. Pat
the country was ignorant how much the affairs of the Provicee
had been conducted by the arbitrary will of the Lieut. Govern-
or himself, with no other counsel than the secret suggestions
and recommendation of unsworn, irresponsible and anknown
advisers; and as it ultimately appeared, this appointment of
the new Councillors was nothing but a deceitiul manceuvre of
Sir Francis, to continue the old system and to gain credit with
the people at the same time, for liberal feelings and intentions,
where none actually existed.

Messrs. Dunn, Baldwin, and Rolph, accepled the office of
Councillors on the following previously arranged conditions,
which were fully understood and subscribed to by his Excel-
lency :

Ist. That they should be considered in- the same relation to
the Governoras the English ministry were to his Majesty;
that they should be consulied on all matiers relating to the Pro-
vincial government; and his Excellency left at liberty toact on
their advice, or not, as he thought proper. But in the event
of his adopting or acling on measures independenily of their
counsel, previously taken, that they should be at liberty to re-
tire, and his Excellency at liberty to appoint other Councillors,
with views congenial to his own, :

On these constitutional principles they accepted office; and
trusting fo Sir Francis’ sincerity,they were sworn io on the 20th
of Feb. 18373 after which day he never called upon them for
counsel or advice, but earried on the affairs of the Provinee in
direct opposition to his own voluntary and solemn engagements;
aud made appointments highly obnoxious to the people.

He also withheld the royal assent from 114 bills passed by
the Legislature; many of which, including the felon’s counsel
bill, were of the utmost consequence to the welfare of the
Province. i

It was evident that he had given his confidence, and was

‘acting under the influence of secret and unsworn advisers.—

Under these circumstances. the Council were led to examine
the nature and extent of their duties under the constitutional

acty and having discussed the subject with bis Excellency per-
sonally, at the Council Board, they united alterwards in an

unanimous and respect{ul representation, in writing, to the
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Governor, in which, afler adverting to the critical state of the
Provinee, and the general discontent created by the past admin-
istration, which no one could doubt, they stated their views of
the Constitutional Act 31st. George L1, Chap. 31st, as it respee-
ted the Executive Council, and drew up the following nddress:
«May 1T pEEAsE vYour Exceirrency—The Executivo
Council, impressed with the oath they have taken to discharge
the duties necessarily resulting from their appointment ““to ad-
vise the King and his representative, in the government of the
Province” in the terms of the Constitutional Act *upon the al-
fairs of the Provinee” deem it incumbent on them; most re-
spectfully to submit the following representations
«The ~Executive Council recognise the truth of the opinion
expressed by Lord Glenelg, that *ihe present is an era of more
difficulty and importance than any which has hitherto oceurred
in the history of this part of his Mujesty’s dominions.”” “This
unhappy condition they aseribe, 10 a very great degree, to the
hitherts unconstitational abridgment of the duties of the Exceu-
tive Council, It appears, from the proceedings ol the House
of' Assembly, and from the reiteration of established opinion in
the country, that oeither will public expectation be satisfied,
nor contentment be restored, until the system of local govern-
ment is altered, and conducted acenrding to the true spirit and
meaning of the constitutional act, The delay of this just and
indispensable course has already excited in the great mass of
the people a lamentable jealousy ard distrust. and has induced
the discussion of constitutional changes, the desire of whieh,
unless speedily arrested, by affording the unrestricted opera-
tion of the 31st. Geo. I, chap. 81, will notonly becoms more
fixed, but rapidly increase to a greater and irretrievable ex-
tent. The policy and measures which have ied the Province
to the present unpleasant condition, seldom passed under the
review of the Exceutive Counci', or were submitted for their
advice. Nevertheless, its members have been undeservedly
subjected to the heaviest reproach throughout the country from
a previlent heliel that they have been called upou to [ulfil the
the daties imposed upon them by the constitution, as advisers
upon public affaivs. But amidst the obloquy thus thrown upen
them, they have studiously avoided any attempt at exeulpationy
by disuvowing in their defence any participation in the ennduet
of affairs which they were erraneously supposed to have appro-
ved,  The consequence of this silent endurance of political
odium has been the perpetuation of the misbeliel that the Hxe-
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cutive Co_uncil were conversant with the affiirs of the Province
upon whwln_lhey are appointed to advise: and although an o :
posite practice has generally prevailed between Ga.vu'num a:?d
their couuc_::linrs, yel it has ever been notoriously cunlr:l-r ;o
1he? stafe of things presumed by the community to exist Pu}blic
opinion respecting the Executive Couancil and their n‘lu'li(:s has
been founded upon the ierms of the 31st Geo. L., to “:hi(l;h
statule li:_c people usedto express a firm attachments ’an attact
ment which the Couneil believe never would have l;eun itm‘ 5
ed, had the constitution been adininiste red, either accordi e
tis letter or spirit. * > g > * * Uillgg lu
the language of the statate it appears plainly: First I[?)Tt
there Js an P.\;ectuive councily secondly, that they are a )})oir;L-
ed by the Kings that they are appointed to advise the Kiln and
]115 representalives UPON THE ‘‘AFFAIRS OF THE Plto;.*l'fcs 23
No p:lrliculal_' affairs are specified; no limitation to any m'l'i-
cular or subject.  As the constitutional aet preseribas Pa the
council, the *affairs of the Province,” it requires e ualh'uuhor%
ity of law to narrow those limits; or relieve the CDLUIIG“ ll'rm‘n a
co-extensive duty,

Every represeatative of the King, upon arriving from Eng--
land to assume the government of this country, is necessarilyga
stranger to ity and the law has provided for a local council, as
a source of advice, which, when given, is followed or not 'ar'-
cording to his discretion. s * But while the cc’usl‘i-
tution has assigued to the council this duty, it is only to-a very
subordinate and limited extent that they have hitherto had op-
portunily afforded them to perform it. It is admitted that tlr},e
exigency of the statute can oaly be answered by allowing the
affuirs of the Province to pass under their review for such ad-
vice as their conscieuces may suggest, preparatory to the final
zrmd discret.ionm-y action of the Governor upon those affairs.—
I‘I‘sq council meeting once a week upoa land matters, while the
affairs of the country are wittheld from their consideration and
fulwce, is as imperfect a [ullfilment of the constitutional act as
if the Provincial Parliament were summoned once a year to
meet, agreeable to the letter of the law, and immediately pro-
rouged upon answering the speech from the throne. ln both
ca§e-sl_;_iua true meaning and spirit of the constilutional act re-
quire that the Parliament should have a general and practica-
ble apportunity to legislate, and the executive council to advise
upon the affairs of the country, In the former ease, the rep-
resentive of the King can withhold the royal assent from bills;
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and in the latter, reject the advice offered; but their respec-
tive proceedings cannot be constitutionally circumscribed
or denied, because they need the expression of the Roya
pleasure thereon for their consummatioi. 3 = .
The people have long and anxiously sought for the ad-
ministration of their goverument, under the representation
of the king s and the council most respectfully, but at the
sare time earnestly, 1epresent that public opiion upon the
subject is so fixed, and becoming so impitient, as to pre-
elude the possibility of denying or delaying the measure,
without inereasing public dissatisfaction, and leading to the
final adoption of other views, as already universally mani-
fested, incongenial to the genius of the constitution, and
most dangerous to the conneciion with the parent state.—
The remedy, it is feared, is now proposed too late for all
the advantages desired ; but the longer it is withheld, the
more alienated and irreconcilable will the public become,
The Council would be happy in establishing a system of
government, according to the principles recognized by the
charter of the liberties of the country—an expectation
which the Council are most anxious to realize. Should
such a course not be deemed wise or admissible by the gov-
ernor, the Council most respectfully pray, that may be al-
lowed to disabuse the public, from a misapprehension of the
nature and extent of duties confided to them.
. Sioned, PETER ROBINSON.
: % GEORGE C. MARKLAND.
JOSEPH WELLS,
JOHUN H. DUNN.
" ~ ROBERT BALDWIN,
JOHN ROLPH.

To this representation, Sir F. B. Head sent a reply, con-
cluding with the following paragraph :
«The Licutenant Governor, assures the Council, that

his estimation of their talents and integrity, as well as his
personal regard for them, remains unshaken ; that he is not

insensible of the difficulties, to which he will be exposed,
should they deem it necessary to leave him. At the same
time, should they be of opinion, that the oath they have ta-
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ken, requires them to retire from his confidence, rather
than from the principles they have avowed, he begs,
that on his account, they will not for a moment hesitate to
do so0.” :

When the Council accepted oflice, their political princi-
ples were made known, aud the conditions on which they
would act, were [ully explained to Sir F. B. Head. He ac-
cepted their services, on those conditions, with the avowed
retention of the opinions they had hitherto publicly cnter-
tained. and acted on. = 1twas, therefore, with pain, that they
read the concluding part of Sir Francis” reply. That to re-
tain “his confidence, and a seat in the Couneil, they must
abandon their prineiples.” They considered this proposi-
tion so offensively objectionable—so derogatory to the hon-
ar of the king—their own character as gentlemen ; and so
demoralizing to the ecommunity, that, without hesitation,
they retired {rom the councils of a man, so palpably reelk-
less of honor and character, as Sir Francis avowed himself,
His Excellency coutended that he would not take their ad-
vice upon the affairs of the Provinee, because it took away
his responsibility, and that he would not consult the Coun-
cil about the appointments to office, because 1t took away
his paironage. 1If it was wrong to ask the Council-their
advice on the affairs of the provinee, was it not palpably,
50, to make them bear the blame of his misgovernment 2L
His extraordinary conduct amounted to this, in the issue,
that he would carry on an arbitrary government, not because
it was the best calculated to advance the peace and prosper-
ity of the country, but for the selfish purpose of displaying
the extent of his power. For it was not contended that the
constitution prevented him from consulting with the Coun-
cil on all matters, if he was only desirous of doing so. Sir
Francis now, threw off ail disguise, and from the Reform-
er, to redress all their grievances, became the avowed ene-
my to all reform ; abused the late Council in unmeasured
terms, because, “they represented that all governors ou their
arrival from KEneland, were necessarily wholly ignorant of
the state of the Province,and the characler of its inkabitants;
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it seemed, therefore, rational, and prudent to themn, that be-

fore making appointments to office, he should receive the

£

!
E
{
|
i
{




108 CORRUPTION MONEY,

advice of the Couneil, in conjunction with whom, he could
malke better inquiries; aud arrive at safer conclusions, than
by his owi unaided judgment.”  In his reply to the Coun-
cil, he declared that “ the Province had not the Brit-
ish constitubion, nor its resemblance, wor any thing like
a resemblunce.  This bold assertion, surprised all classes ;
for they were accustomed to believe that the goveruor rep-
resented his majesty; the council bis ministers; the legisla-
tive Counecil the House of Lords, and the Assembly the
House of Commouns, with their respective spheres of opera-
tion. Bat Sir Francis, in his reply to the address of the

Common Couneil of the city of Toronto, maintained that |

“ qo Provincial administration existed in Canada, or any
othier of his majesty’s colonies;” “that its operation would be
productive of the most vicious eficcts.” Having ccerced the
new members,to resigh and to render his administration su-
premely adious, in the face and teethiof the Asssembly, he
enlled to his conneil men of ‘the maost nltra tory character
that could be found in the Province. The House of As-
sembly regretted, in their remoustrance to bim,that when
he was enabled through the late liberal Conneil, to conduct
lits administration in a manwver eflicient and satisfactory;
calculated to allay all existing discontent, and preserveihe
peace, welfare, and good government of the Provinee, he
should so hastily, rashly and disingennously disappoint
public expectation,and fiil the Province with greater distress
and appreheusion, than ever prevailed wpon the alien ques-
tion. The House, respectfully but earnestly, urged the
1.ieut. Governor, to enforce the principles of the British
constitution, respecting the confidential advisers of the gov-
ernment, and intimated an intention on their part, that if
these just and reasonable wishes were any longer disregard-
ed, they should withhold the supplies from the govern-
ment. They declared their regret at the removal of the
late Fixecutive Couneil, and their entire want of confidence
in the newly appointed members of it, and to prevent an
open rupture, they humbly, but firmly requested him to
take immediate steps for their removal.  Sir Franeis, nev-
ertheless retained them, disregarding the wishes of the peo-
ple, thus counstitutionally expressed ; and answered them
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Very laconically, that «ke was responsible to none bnt the
King.” No alternative was now left the House, but to
abandon their principles, privileges and honor, anél to be-
tray their duties, aud the rights of the people ; or to withhold
the supplies ; which was accordingly done. But previous
to this, the citizens of Toronto addcessed the ZOVErnor as
follows :

_ “We, His Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the inhab-
itants of the city of Toronto, assembled under the authori-
ty of the Mayor of the city, beg respectfully to submit to

£ : : £
Your Excellency, this, our address, containmng the expres-

sion of our sentiments and feelings in reference to the late
changes in the Execytive Couucil, and of the opinions
which have been expressed by Your Excellency as to the
nature of the constitution of this Province.

That Col. Simcoe, the first as well as the ablest and most
enlightened Lieut. Governor of this Province, who was a-
member of the Parliament of Great Britain. when the sta
tute 31st Geo. ILI, chap. 31, commonly called the Constitu-
tional Act, was passed, was the bearer of that Act to this
colony, and was authorized undoubtedly, by his Majestys
government, ta declare to his faithful sabjects in this Prov-
ice, the nature of the constitution, then about to be put
into operation for their benefit, and who assured the people
of this Province from the throue, on the opening of the first
session of the Provincial Parliament, that the said act had
“established the British Constitution, and all the forms
which secure and maintain it'in this distant country,” and
“that the wisdom and beneficence of our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and the British Parliament has been eminently
proved, not only; imparting to us the same form of govern-
ment, but also in securing the benefits of it by the many
provisions that guard that memorable act, so that the bles-
sings of an invaluable constitution thus protected and am-
pl_lﬁed,’ they might hope would be extended to the remotest
posterity ;* and that the same governor upon closing that
sesston, specially enjoined upon the members of the Legis-
lature from the throne to explaiu to the people of the coun-
try, “that this Provinece was singularly blest, not with a
mutillated consltitution, but a constitution which has stood
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the test of experience, and was the very image and transcript
of that of Great Britain.”

Thatit is an essential and inalienable feature of the Brit-
ish constitution thus to assure us, that the King shall be
assisted in all the affairs of government by the advice of
known and responsible councillors and officers who possess
the confidence of the people, and of the majority of their
Representatives ; and that our fellow subjects in the United
Kingdom would indignantly resent any attempt to deprive
them of this part of their constitution, as an infringement
upon their most sacred rights and liberties, and a step taken
to degrade them to the condition of slaves.

That therecent appointment by Your Escelleney, of the
Hon. John Rolph. Robert Baldwin and John Henry Duun,
Executive Councillors gave universal gladuess and satis-
faction throughout the Province, those gentlemen having
been long known, beloved and respected for the talents ae-
quirements, and virtues which adorn their characters; the
liberal and patriotic principles that they entertain; and the
importan{sérvices which they have respectively rendered to
the people of this Provinee; and that the selection of them
by your Excellency, as your advisers, disposed his majesty’s
subjects to hope thata new and happy era had at length arri-
ved in the history of this Province.

That we have learned with surprise and sorrow that
those gentlemen, together with the former members of your
Excellency’s Council, have found themselves under the ne-
cessity of resigning their seats, and that your Excellency
appears to us, to have taken offence for no other reason,
than the respectful expressions of an opinion in favor of the
government being conducted on the acknowledged princi-
ples of the British Constitation ; an opinion, supported by
unanswerable arguments, and which they were bound by
every obligation of honor and duty, as faithful counecillors,

to express to your Excellency.

That our most sincere respect and gratitude are due to

- those gentlemen, and their late colleagues in your Exeellen-

cy’s Council, for the noble efforts which they made in the
honorable and upright discharge of their duties, to sectire to
the people of this Province the practical benefit and faith-

2
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ful application of constitutional principles of the highest im-
portance to their liberty and prospenty ; and that we are
solemuly called upon at such a crisis to declare our firm
and unalterable determination to resist every attempt to mu-
tilate and deform our Coustitution, by the denial of those
principles, or the refusal of a full benelit and practical ope-
ration of them, and that the people of this Provinee, will
never. in our humble opinion, be content with a system that
is only a mockery of a free and responsible government.

"T'hat we feel it our bounden duty, to declare to your Ex-
cellency, that the gentlemen whom your Excellency has
called to your Council, since the resignation of your late
Council, do not in any degree possess the confidence of the
people of Upper Canada.

We further humbly express our disappointment and re-
gret at the remarks which Your Excellency has, by evil
and unknown advisers; been induced to animadvert 'upcn
the eircumstances under which your Excellency caused
your late Council to resign ; and that respect which it is
equally our duty and inclination to pay the Representative
of our Most Gracious Sovereign, forbids our declaring on
this painful occasion, any other feeling, than that of an ear-
nest hope that the persons, whoever they may be, who have
been guilty of such an abuse of your Excellency’s confi-
dence, may be forever discarded by your Excellency.

In conclusion, we beg leave to state to your Excellency,
that as subjects of the British empire, we claim all the rights
and privileges of the British Coustitution, and as subjects
of a Brifish colony, possessing the powers of self govern-
ment, given to it by the Parent State, we claim our right
that the Representative of the Crown shall be advised in all
our affairs by men known to, and possessing the confidence
of the people ; and as the true friends of his majesty’s gov-
ernment, and to the permanency of our connexion with
the Parent State we earnestly entreat your Exeellency to
regard our opinions and remounstrances (firmly, though we
hope respectfiilly expressed) and adopt measures to calm the
present extraordinary state of public excitement, aggravated
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by the high hopes created in the public mind by the remo.
val of Sir John Colborne, and the appointment of your Ex-
cellency to the head of the Administiation.

By order of the meeting.
Signed, T. D. MORRISON, Mayor.
Chairman.

_JAMES LESLILE, Secy.
HIS EXCELLENCY’S REPLY.

GenTrLEMEN :—Having reason to believe that the meet-
ing from which you are a deputation, was composed p rin-
cipally of the industrious classes and being persuaded that
the liberal principle of the British government, in whatever
climate it may exist, is the wellare and bappiness of the peo-
ple, I shall make it my duty to reply to your address with
as much attention as if it had proceeded from either of the
branches of the Legislature, although I shall express my-
self in plainer and more homely language.

1st. T have noiawish to deny “that Col. Simcoe was the
first as well as the ablest and most enlightened governor of
this-Province—that he was a member of Parliament when
the Statute 31st Geo. 111, chap 31, commonly called the
Constitutional act was passed ; and that he was the bearer
of that act to this colony ;” but I ask you, can this possibly
alter the solemn act itself? For surely your own plain
good sense will tell you, that Col, Simcoe had no more
power, either during his first voyage or on his arrival here,
to alter the charter committed to his charge, than 1 had
power to alter the Instruction which I lately delivered from
his majesty to both Houses of your Legislature ; and so if
Col. Simcoe, instead of saying that the constitution of this
Province % was the very image and transcript of that of
Great Britain,”” had thought proper to compare it to the ar-
bitrary governments of Russia or Constantinople, it would
in no way have injured your liberties, or altered one single
letter of the written charter of your land.

* 2d. I haveno wish to deny “that in the British constitu-
tion, the King 1s assisted in all the affairs of government,
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by the advice of known and responsible councillors and of:
ficers, who possess the confidence of the people,” and who
formt his majesty’s cabinet; but Col. Simeoe, who you your-
selves state “was authorised undoubtedly by his majesty’s
government to declare to his faithful subjects in this Prov-
mnce the nature of the constitution,” ereated no such cabinet
nor any cabinetat all, and from his duy, down to the pres-
ent hour, there never has existed any ministry in the colo-
ny, except the governor, who is himself the responsible
minister of the crown.

Supposing it were to be argued that four-fifths of the
members of your house of Assembly ought immediately to
be dismissed, because, in proportion to the population of
Great Britain and Ireland there exist five times as many
members here as in the English House of Commons would
you not think it very irrational that this noble but thinly
peopled colony should be made “the exact image and (rans-
cript of the British constitution,” merely because Col. Sim-
coe happened to use these words? ~ Would you not imme-
diately appeal to your constitutional act on the subjeet?

Would yon deem it just thata young rising Province like
this, should be afflicted with the same expensive machinery
requisite for the government of the mother country, 4000
miles off.

Would you not fairly argue, thatas the whole population
of this immense country exceeds only by one third that of
the single parish of St. Mary le-bone in London—and as
the whole of its' revenue does not equal the private fortune
of many an English commoner, it would be unreasonable
to expect that the people of this Provinee should be ruined
in vainly attempting to be the “exact image and transeript”
ol the British constitution. :

But the constitution which His Britannic Majesty George
the Third granted to this Province ordained no such absur-

~ dities ; and you Lave only to read that- constitution, to see

quite clearly to the truth of this assertion.

‘T'he yeomen and indnstrious classes of Upper Canada
should never allow a single letter to be subtracted from, or
added to, this great charter of their iberties ; for if once they
permit it to be mutilated, or what may be termed improved
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they and their children become instantly liable to find them-
selves suddenly deprived of their property, and what is bet-
ter than-all property, of their freedom: and independence.

By this act, you are of course aware that a House of As-
sembly, a Legislative Council, and a Lieutenant Governor
are appointed ; butitcreates no Fxecutive Council : and if
people tell you that it-does, read the act, and yon will see
the eontrary.

Now, as regards the House of Assembly, you must know
that being your Representatives, they are of conrse answer-
able to you for their conduct ; and as regards the Lieuten-
ant Governor, I publicly declare to you, that I am liable to
dismissal in case I should neglect your interests.

But, contrary to the practice which has existed in this or
any other British colony,—contrary to Col. Simeoe’s prac-
tice or to the practice of any other l.ientenant Governor
who hasever been stationed in this Province,—it has sud-
denly been demanded of me that the Execntive Council are
to be reponsible for my acts; and, because 1 have refused,
ata moment’s warning,to surrender that respousiblity which
I owe to the people,—whose real interests T will never aban-
don,—1I fiud that every possible pelitical effort is now ma-
king to blind the public mind, and to irritate its most violent
passions.

Bat I ealmly ask, what ean be the secret meaning of all
this? Is it usual for one person to insist on bearing another
jersen’s blame? ov for a body of men to insist on receiving
the purishment incurred by an individual superior to them in

station? Wy, therefore, should my Council, whose valuable
advice, if it were not 1o be forced upon me, 1 should be most

anxious to veceive, bs required to demand from me my re-

spousibility? What reason can exist for attempting to deprive

me of the only consolation which snpports any honest man in
an arduous duty, namely: the reflection that he is ready to
atone for every error he commits, and that he is sabject to ar-

raignment if he offends?  Why should it be declared that ve=

sponsibility would be more perfect with my Council than with
me?  Are they purer [rom party feclings, or less entangled
with their family connections, than 1 am? How can gentle-
men who have sworn to be dumb, be responsible to the yeo-

manry and people of this rising’ Province? How could they
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possibly undertake to administer this Government, with mouths
sealed by an oath which forbids them to disclose, to any one,
the valuable advice they may conscientiously impart to me?

The answer to these questions is very short. The politica

party which demand responsibility from my council, know per=
feetly well that the power and patrenage of the crown are at-
tached fo it; and it is teo evident, that ii’ they could but obtain
this‘marrow, the empty bone of contention—namely : responsi-
bility to the people,—they would soon be too happy to throw
away; and [rom that fatal moment would all those who nobly
appreciate liberty, who have property to Jose, and who have
children to think of, deeply lament, that they had listened to
sophistry, had been frightened by clamor, and had deserted the
Representative of our gracious Sovereign, to seek British jus-
tice from his mute but cofidential advisors. This supposition,
however, [ will not permit to be realized; lor never will I sur-
render the serious responsibility 1 owe to the people of this
Province; and I have that reliance in their honesty—I have
lived so intimately with the yeomanry and industrious classes
of our revered mother country, that 1 well know, the more [
am assailed by faction, the stronger will be their loyal support,
—and that if intimidation be continued, it will soon be made to
recoil upon those who shall presume to have recourse to it.

The grievances of this Province must be corrected—im-
partial justice nusT be administered: the people have asked for
it—their Sovereign has ordained it—I am here to execate his
gracious commands—delay will only increase impatience.—
Those, however, who have long lived upon agitation, already,
too clearly see their danger; and with surprising alacrity, they
are now taking every possible measure to prevent me from
rooting up the tree of abuse, because they have built and fea-
thered their nests in its branches. They asked, however, for
the operation, and to amputation they must very shortly sub-
mit; for “‘what’s worth doing should always be done well.”

I have come here [or the avowed purposc of reform, but I
am not an agitator; and, by command of our gracious Sover-
eign, I will maintain the constitutional liberties of his sujects
in this Provioce, and at the same time encourage, to the ui-
most of my power. internal wealth, agriculture, commeice,
peace and tranquility.

With respect to my late Council, 1 regret, quite as much as
you can do, their resignation; but, before they took the oath
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of secrecy, (which appears to my judgment, to be an oath of
non-responsibility to the people,) 1 addressed to them a note
which clearly forewarned them, as follows:—*l shall rely on
your giving me your unbiased opinion on all subjects respect-
ing which 1 may feel it advisable to require it.”

Theee weeks alter they had joined the Council. they alto-
gether, in a body, disputed this arrangement; and accordingly
we parted on a matter of dry law.

No one can deny that my view ol the subject agrees with
the practice of Col. Simcoe, and of all the succeeding Gover-
nors of this Province, down to the day of Sir Jolin Colborne’s
departure; but that is no proof whatever that the practice has
been right,—and, it you would prefer to form your own opin-
ion of the law, read the Constitutional act.

With respect to my new Council, whose high moral charae-
fer | cannot but respect, I shall eonsult them as unreservedly
as I had promised to consult those who have jost resigned; and
if any competeunt tribunal .shall pronounce that they are re-
sponstble for my conduct, no one will be a greater gainer than
myseli by -the decision,

In the meanwhile [ shall deal openly and mildly with all
parties; and I trust that 1 can give you no better proof of my
own intention to be governed by reason, than the explacation
I have just offered to yourselves, the citizens and industrious
classes who attended ihe Toronto meeting.

True Copy. J. JOSEPH, Sec’y.

REJOINDER.
May 11 PLEASE YOUR JFEXCELLENCY—

We thank your Excellency for replying to our Address
«principally from the industrious classes of the City,” with as
much atention as if it had proceeded from eithier branches of
the Legislature, and we are deeply sensible, in receiving your
Exeellency’s reply, of your Excellency’s great condescension,
in endeavoring to express yoursell in plainer and more honely
language, presumed by your Hxcellency to be thereby to be
brought down to the lower levelof our plainer and more home=
ly undersiandings. But we beg leave, in justification of t_hgs_e
classes, to assure your Excellency that any comparison wlhich
may have passed in your Excellency’s mind between theniy

_and the more unfortunate and less favored, in the perishes of

the parent state, is by no means founded in trath. The indus-

trious classes of this city have, for many years, been serious-
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ly impressed with the duty and importance of acquiriug know"
ledge, for the geueral diffusion of which, they have by their
own efforts, and al their-own expense, (with the aid of gene.
rous and patriotic friends,) so far successlully labored, as to
be able to appreciate good writing and fair reasoning.

- We desire respectiully to inform your Excellency, in the
plain and homely language of industrious men, that any sup-
posed necessity for this great condescension of your Excellen-
cy, could not have existed, in any degree, had not past ad-
ministrations  sadly neglected our claims to the blessings of
general education. Lest your Excellency should doubt our
sufficient appreliension of the matter (though we have practi-
cally felt and sufiered [rom the evil;) we humbly refer vour
Excellency to the language of our honest and honored repre-
sentatives, at the opening of the present session of our Parlin-
ment—¢We have also been anxious, in past years, to make
the means of education general and easily available; but it has
only lately become known to the Legislature, that a bountiful
provision in lands was made by the Crown about 40 years ago,
though since deteriorated, by a recent secret unfavorable ex-
change for inferior lands. 'The University of King’s College
was grounded on Royal Charter, sought for and granted in
1826, upon principles, so exclusive and sectarian, as to render
itdeservedly unacceptable to the great body of the people, for
whose benefit it was, professedly, intended ; and although the
most reasonable modifications were suggested by a series of
resolutions in 1829, yet it is now, for the first time, that your
Excellency has been enabled to announce, from his Majesty’s
government, any specific proposition respecting it. Nor ought
we fail to notice, that large appropriations have been made out
of the University Fund, not to the district and township schools,
undeservedly neg'ected, but to sustain Upper Canada College
in this City, in which the sons of all the wealthiest [amilies dre
educated, and which ought, therefore, to be supported, without
so questionable an encroachment on public fund.

To this statement we can add, the untiring etiorts of our re-
presentatives for the sale of the Clergy Reserves and the ap-
propriation of their proceeds to the purposes of general educa-
tion, have hitherto proved unavailing—and, although a philo-
sophical apparatus purchased out of the taxes gathered from
the people, in the year 1800, has-ever since, been unused,
mouldering and decaying in the garret of the Hospital; yet
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when the industrious classes, after cleaning and repairing it,
humbly solicited his late Excellency, Siv John Colborne, for
the use of it, in their institute, it was peremptorily refused.

We, thereflore, humbly pray your Excelleney, under these
mortifying and humiliating circumstances to accept the above
painful facts, and extracts from the records ol our Parliament,
as an apology for any alledged necessity for your Excellency’s
gracious ‘condescension, in using plainer and more homely lan-
guage, for the level of our understandings.

But it is because we have been thus mal-treated, neglected,
and despised in our education and interests under tlie system
of government which has, beretofore, prevailed, that we are
now driven to insist upon a change which cannot be for the
worse. In the further language of our Commors’ House of
Assembly, we can aver that ¢ the uniform experience of nearly
half a century has forced the conviction, confirmed by the his-
tory of nations, that no richness of soil, or salubrity of climate,
no wealth in public lands, or industry and economy among a
deserving people, can insure their peace, wellare, and prosper-
ity. without the possession of those suitable institutions which
will yield cheap, honest, and responsible goverament.”

Now, your Excellency is pleased to answer us, on this oc-
casion, by declaring, that the system of govetnment which has
prevailed from the time of Simcoe, is the best {or us, although
it has, by its vices, reduced us to so deplorable a condition of
grievances, that even your Excellency recognises it, this day,
in the following just and sententious language to us—

“The grievances of this Province must be corrected; impar-
tial justice must be administered; the people have asked for it;
their SBovereign has ordained it; and I am here to execute Lis
gracious commands; delay will only increase impatience.”

Thus is the exigency ol our affairs frankly admitted by your
Excellency, in both the Civil and Judicial Departments; and
surely it is the province of wisdom, not merely to relieve the
present exigency but to remove the causes which have produc-
ed it, inthe past, and will, if suffered to continue, re-produce
it in the future; for the like causes will ever produce the like
effects. . However much, therefore, we might command the al-
tention of your Excellency to see that “the grievances of this
Province” are redressed, and ““impartial justice administered,”
we are determined, by means of institutions better organised
and directed, to prevent the recurrence of such wrongs; bes

el |, % - T e U et e

MEMORIALS, &C. 119

cause it is wiser to prevent evil, than to hazard the correction
of it, after it has arisen, or has perbaps, become inveterate,

Your Excelleney is pleased to say, | am here to execute,”’
&c. But your Excellency’s predecessors th roughout the his-
tory of this country bave made similar professions vielding
however, nothing but bitter disappointment, .~ The issus of the
administration of a Gore, a Maitland, and a Colborne, has
been equully disastrous; each. in its commencement, holding
forth expectations as fattering as those from your Excellency;
but each, finally, aggravaling our need for “grievances to be
redressed, and impartial justice to be administered.” Bul the
very fact, that your Excellency has begun, like your prede-
cessors, 1s a reason for apprehending the same resulls for it
would be offensive to your Excellency to assume that they
were less wise, impartial, and honorable than any who may ev-
er succeed them. The hopes of amelioration from ench sue-
cessive Governor have been uniformly delusive; and candor
obliges us to assare your Excellencp, that even in this carly
perivd of your government, our condition has become more
deplorable than ever, and the very nature and stabtlity of ot
institutions favolved in alarming uncertainty. -

While our condition has been thus growing worse, under a
successinn of new Governors from England, they having beea
tesponsible fo the Minister in Downing Strect.  With our plain
and homely understandings, we cannot comorehend how a
responsibility to Downing Street, having failed of any good,
with all your predecessors, should be all availing in yol:r pre-
sent government; for it is the same responsibility in nature and
degree; it is regulated by the same instructions; it is rendered
to the same distant government, 4,000 miles off, and guarded
by such a system of secret despatches, like a system of espion-
age, as to keep in utter darkness the very guilt, the disclosure
of which could, alone, consummate real and practical respon=-
sibility.

Dalhousie and Aylmer, in Lower Canada, and Gore, Mait-
Iind, and Colborne in Upper Canada, have, severally, misgo-
verned their respective Provinces, The two former have been
impeached by the people, through their representatives, and

their ver}_'; c._:'*imes, in_stead o_f' meeting punishment; have raised
them to higher honors. And although the three latter have se-
verally retired from our country, after misconducting our af.

fairs, under a nominal responsibility fo Downing Street, till

_they had engendered an imperious neeessity ¢¢for the correction
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of our grievances and the impartial administration of justice,”
yet in every case, they have been promoted higher, in direet
proportion to the complaints of the people, without any redress
for their wrongs, or even censure of their oppressions. We do
not mean, in our plain and homely statement, to be discour-
teous by declaring our unalterable conviction, that a nominal
responsibility to Downing Street, which bhas failed of any good
with the above gentlemen of high pretensions to honor, charac-
ter and station, cannot have any magic operation in your Ex-
cellency’s administration, which should it end, as it has, un-
happily, begun, might make us drink the cup of national mis-
government to the very dregs without (as experience proves)
redress on our part, or retribotion on yours. *‘Facts are stub-
born things. It is a mockery to invite us to rest our future
hopes on an ineffectual, merely nominal responsibility, that has
proved a broken reed, which it would be folly, ever again to
rest upon. .

Your Excellency has been pleased solemnly and publiely to
declare, that being determined to hold an irresponsible, or more
strictly speaking, an acceptable Exeeutive Council, vou hold
yourself responsible for their acts, as well as your own; and
considering the sortof Council you have about you, we cannot
foresce the magnitude to which your Excelleney’s responsibil-
ity may extend. On your Excellency’s account, therefore, as
well as our own, we do humbly and heartily desire to see you
surrounded by confidential servants, not likely to involve your
Excellency or dissatis(y the country.  We do not, however,
understand how the Couneil ean be called ‘“non-respectable,’
when your Excellency voluntarily places yourself as a substi-
tate, answerable for their misdeeds to the Minister in Downing
Street. But who can avail himself of this responsibility, in or-
der to seek nny redress? Can it be reasonably required, that
one of a community *whose whole revenue does not equal the
private {ortune of many an English commoner,” shall carry
his complaint 4,000 miles off, transmit the evidence, rebut any
unjust defence, fee lawyers and agents; in a long, tedious, pro-
tracted litigation in Downing Street, worse than a suit in chan-
cery, where, before the matior can be investigated, one min~
ister succeeds another so rapidly as to defy continuous inqui
ry.

yT‘hia responsibility to Downing Street has never yet saved
a single martyr to Executive displeasure. Robert Gourlay
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sll lives in public sympathy, ruined in his fortune, and over-
whelmed in his mind, by official injustice and persecution; and
the late Cupt. Matthews, a faithiul servant of the pubh’c: bro-
ken down i spirit, narrowly escaped being another vietim.—
The I-.-‘s:_:rned Mr. Justice Willis, struggled in vain to vindic.ate
Iumfell and the wounded justice of the countrys and the ashes
of [‘_1‘nucns Collins and Robert Raadall lie ectombed in a coun-
try in whose service they sulfered heﬂrl-rcnding persecution
and accelcrated death. And even vour Excellency has disclos-
ed a secret despatch to.the Minjster in Downing Street (the
very alleged tribunal for justice, ) containing a most Jibc;flous
matter against Wi, Lyon M Kenzie, Esq. M. P. P.;; a gen-
tleman known chiefly for his untiving services to his ,adc:%red
and grateful country. . We will not wait for the immolation of
any athers ol our public men, sacrificed to-a nominal respon-
m})lhty, which we blush to have so long endured for the ruin
of so many of his Majesty’s dutiful and ioyva) subjects,

[tis easy to say when wrong is done by the Executive Gouneil
of the Provinee, to avy individual or individuals, the Governor

. 18 responsible for them to the Minister at Downing Streets but

for all practical ends, it might us well be said, at our antipodes,
‘Y"lr;ult lf'.fw.ellt;_wcy asks us, with-reference to your late Council,
|. _t Il}.:li.l m'.one pe-rson' toinsiston bearing anather person’s
amel” It seems, may!it please your Excelleney, o have
been usual 1o do so, for you insist upou: being answerable for
llhe acts of your Coungil, against their will.  But inasmuch is
it appears to your Excellency, as well as to ourplain and simple
mmds,.lmmasonable for one man to insist on bearins anntherl
person’s blame,” we the more en roestly iosist that the Exeeus
tive Council should bear thejr own blame, and not saddle .it up-
on your Execellency, however graciously disposed your Execel-
lency may be to assume it. ; |
Your Bxcelloncy is pleased to say, that, the politieal party
which demands responsibility for my Council, know perfectly
well, that the power and patronage of the: Crown ara ur.tache{-i
o1ty and it is too evident that if they could but obtain this mar=
tow, the empty bone of ‘contention, namely, responsibility to
the people they wonld soon be tao happy to throw away.” Re-
Specting these strictures of your Excelloney on the purity of
their motives: (which we-deem most patriotic and honorable. )
we [orhear to- offer any remark. “‘Charity thisking no evil.”?

But confining our views to what can be gathered from the ra-
' 11
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presentations of your late Council, we had rather that the pow-
er and patronage of the Crown were exercised by your Excel-
lency, after receiving the conscientious advice of your sworn
advisers, known antd acceptable to the people, than your Ex-~
cellency’s unadvised and arbitrary pleasure; and we think the
case rendered even worse, by the interference of a minister
4000 miles off; too distant from the scene of government, and
too unacquainted with our complicated localities to form a judg-
ment upon which be ought to decree, or with which the peaple
inlerested ought to be satisfied. What your{Excellency is pleas-
ed to call the *» marrow of the bone,” is eonstitutionally intend-
ed to nourish, enrich and benefit the **industrious classes” and
the whole community; and your Excellency’s candor, will no
doubt pardon our reluctance wholly to confide (without the ad-
vice of your Council) to your Excellency as *a stranger late-
ly arrived among us, ignorant even of the political differences
of the parent state, and avowedly unacquainted with the wants
and condition of this Province.”?

We beg leave toassure your Excelleney; that the *bone” ta
which your Exccllency alludes, bas been in the keeping of
successive Governors responsible to the Minister in Downing
Street; and at one time it abounded with **marrvow,’” and was
even the nucleus for much solid and valuable nutriment, all in-
tended to form a source of national wealth to be improved,
husbanded and applied for our peace, wellare and good govern-
ment. It is with profound, and we greatly fear with unavailing
regret, we inform your lixcellency that while subject to the
‘above custody and responsibility, the “bone’ had been pecked
so bare as to leave little of the **marrow?’” behind.

Under these circumstances we hone your Excellency will
commend the ‘industrious classes,” and others for so far learn-
ing wisdom from woful experience, as no longer to confide their
best present and [uture intevests, their civil and religious liber-
ties, and all that endears a man'to his conntry or to the world,
to a succession of Governors, nominally responsible at Down.
ing Street, to a succession of ever chauging Ministers. It is
unreasonable to expect it; we should betray our country to
consent to it.

We cannot altogether agree with your Excellency that the
ouly consolation which should support an honest man inan ar-
duous duty is the reflection that he is ready to atone for every
error he commits, and that he is subject to arraignment if he
offends.” The highwayman and the pirate might and often
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have pleaded the same; have even been ready to make atone-
ment hy restitution, and after ¢ arraignment’ expiated their
crimes according to law. Buta Stnteshmn, a Governor, or a
King, is presumed to be influenced by higher motives and‘more
exalted prineciples = The discharge of even an arduous duty:
eannot, am‘i ought not, to be satisfactory to us, if performed u;
an unconstitational way. In some countries the end gained
however valuable, might be so tainted by the means, as to r;mké
it treason. We desire, not only to be governed well, but to
be governed constitutionally; at the very least, according to
the present charter of our liberties. The fear of personal lia-
bility to *atonement’ or ‘arraignment’ is a very subordinate pro-
teetion against the abuse of power, when the complaint is made
againsta person entrenched in authority, and armed with pat-
ronage; whose very breath confers influence and office, or takes
them aways; whose liability is to the very Minister who is his
patron, and is naturally disposed to view even his aberrations
with. a favorable and excusing eye. On that aceount amon
olhers, we desive, in cur governmeat, svme higher ;;Ecu:'ité
than a disposition to atone, or a liability to armiénment, in its
pature and circumstances, almost impracticable and almost
always unsucecessful,

_ltison this account, may it please your Excellency, we de-
sire to see every Governor surrounded by confidential advisers:
who, from their local knowledge, can supply with sworn advica:
asthe surest menns of preventing error or the humiliating ne-
cessity of ‘atonement’ or ‘arraignment’ for it. According to
Holy Writ “in o maltitude of councillors thers is salely;’ it
is, thun::[’ore, natural for us, rather to wish to see the mmfauc-
ment of our affuirs, by your Excellency, with the aid of an ac.
ceptable Council, than by your Excellency alone.  Your Ex-
cellency must take advice, upon assuming a new govcrnmelit
I country in which youare astranger; and it has been, u:
us, a source of painful mortification and disappointment to find
that your Excellency was consulting 1rrespousible individuals,
neither possessing, nor entitled to political confidence, even to
the humiliating exclusion of your sworn advisers, provided by
law and seleeted by yourseif.: Hence it is that there has beon
scarcely a single act of your administration satisfactory to the
community your Excellency perhaps intended to serve.

Itis against ourselves and our friends engaged in the com-
mon cause of constitutional government, that your Excellency
“rooting up the
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tree of abuse because they have built and feathered their nests
in its. branches.”” In this *tree’ many indeed bhave ‘built and
feathered their nests;? but heretofore Reformers have never
been allowed even to perch upon its branches, repose in its
shade, or partake of its fruit, The uitra-tories, who hive un-
bappily held your Excellency’s car and confidence, have en-
joyed a complete monopoly; and it is an historicsl fuct, that
our Governors, among the rest, have ‘built and feathered their
nests,” and then carried theiv accumulated wealth. with them-
selyes, out ol the country. We trustyour HExcellency will feel
on this subject how unjustitis thata community (as your Ex. ob.
serves) whose public revenues do not: exceed the income of
many a commaner in Eogland, should be called upon 1o pay
for the administration of even an irresponsible government, a
sum almost eaual to thal received by the President of the Uni-
ted Stales, withia transcendant wealth and power that put our
comparative condition to shame. _

We are surprised at the information your Excellency gives
us, that the Executive Council of the Province is ** sworn to be
dambs??” for we always thought they were sworn to-advise the
King and his Representative upon oue afirirs. Supposing your
Excellency were so far to unseal their mouths as freely to re-
ceivej their, advice, we sec no difficulty in its heing given se-
cretly, yet responsibly. In England, Ministers give their ad:
vice, under an oath of secrecy, and arestill responsible.—
There can be, therefore, no greater inconsistency in such a
relation subsisting between your Excéllency and your Couneil,
Actions often indicate more strikingly than words; and altho’
your Councillors cannot reveal what they say, the whole
scountry can see what is done. We care not how dumb they
are out of the Councily if their mouths are not sealedin it, and
the Provinee is allowed to feel and enjoy the manifest {ruts of
their counsel, without knoewing what it was. ‘I'he Council
should be responsible for giving good advice, while your Ex-
cellency would retain enough of responsibility by decidicg up-
on it. We should not the better esteem a judge who refused
to listen to an argument before he gavea judgment; or a jury
‘who sealed their ears against the charge of a judge, in order
tomanifest their sell sufliciency in giving a verdict. The judge
condescends to hearthe argument of a counsel; the jury listens
toa judge’s charge; and your Excellency should, it seems to
our *‘plain and homely” minds, listen on all subjeets, to the
conscientious advice of the sworn advisers, selected by your-
self, for their “talents and integrity.”

e i [
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We have carefully read, as your Excellency recommended,
the Constitutional act, and, although your Excellency assures
us, that by it **a House of Assembly and Legislative Council
and a Lieut, Governor are appointed, but that it creates no
Executive Council,” yet we read so clearly, in three several
places, almost the very same comprehensive words, viz:—
#With the eonsent of such Executive Council as shall be ap-
pointed by his Majesty, his heirs and successors, within such
Provne e, for the affairs thereof,”” that we must believe some
evil and irrespousible advisers have putinto your Excellency’s
hands a mutilated copy of our Constitution. We cannot rec-
oncile your present declaration with your reply to your late
Executive Council, inwhich your Excellency distinctly admits,
that the most liberal construction, which can possibly be put
upon that act amounts to this: ¢thal as an Executive Council
was evidently intended to exist, the remnant of the old one
ought not to be deemed totally extinet, until its successor was
appointed. However this Iatent intention of his Majesty to
create a Council for each of the Provinces of his Canadian
dominions, was soon clearly divulged in a most important doc-
ument, commonly called the ‘King’s Instructions,” in which
the Executive Council was regularly constituted and declared
as follows: ¢*Whereas we have thought fit, that there should
be an Hxecutive Council for assisting you, or the Lieut. Goy-
ernor or person admiviStering the government of the said
Province of Upper Canada,” * * #* iand to the END that
our said Executive Cofcil may be assisting you in ann affairs
mlatiug to our service, you are to communicate to them, so
many of cur instructions, wherein their advice is mentioned
to be requisite, and likewise all such others, from time fo timey .
as you shall find convenient {or our service to be imparted to
them.?”

It is therefore as plain as law can be written, that the Con-
stitutional act provided for the appointment, by his Maies_liy, of
an Hxecutive Conncil, and that the King has, accordingly,
created such a Council “to the end that they might be assisting
to your Excellency in all afiairs refating to his Majesty’s ser
vico.”  ‘This council so organized, is now as much a part of
our constitution, as the great council of Parliament. The law
allows the people to elect the House of Assembly, and gives
the King the power of summoning whom he pleases to the Le-
gislative and Executive Councils; all are alike created or pro-
vided for by this act, though it does not specify by name, the
particular individgals to constitute either of them. ;

i1
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We welcome the concession of your Excellency, to the
merit of the able and enlightened SIMCOL, to whose memory
we would cheerfully ercet a monument.  We never said that
that justly revered representalive of lhie Kiug either did or
could alter the law. But we siill think, that an able and en-
tightened man, who assisted in passing the luw, amidst z}ll‘ihe
debates upon it, and who was-first commissioned to put it into
operation, was; of all men, best qualified to explain that law
and ifs intended scope and application.  BIncoE, with all las
personal knowledge about the law and law givers, declared that
it was intended to give us, not a mutilated Constitution, bt
one ““THE VERY INAGE AND TRANSCRIPT OF TUAT oF GREAT
Brimaing” your Excellency, on the contrary, after the lapse
of nearly hall a century, asserts, thal neither the ]aw_ nor the
law givers, of whom Snneoe was one, ever gave or intended
to g'i\'e what Simcoe, in the name of the Kivg, solemnly an-
nounced from the Throne.

In Eugland, our fellow-subjects have a King, with his Ex=,

ecutive Council, (commonly called his Privy Council, ) a House
of Lords and a House of Commons: in this country we have
corresponding institutions, viz: a representative of the King,
with an Bxecutive Council, a Legislative Ut_;lltl(’.‘lﬂ and a House
of Assembly. We only ask that these institutions should be
put into operafion in o manner corresponding o what 13 prac-
ticed in Englandy and consequently that the lixecutive Uoun-
cil, under oath, should as fully and freely advise your Excel-
lency on uffairs here. as the Privy Cofcil, under uulh‘, aq‘*lse
his most gracious Majesty. This is what the Constitutional
act implies,—it is what Simcoe announced,—it is what eur lib-
erties require, and what nothing, without our own conseni, can
lawlully abridge or take away. =

IT your Excellency will not govern us upon these principles,
you will exercise awbitrary sway,—you will VI(-:[a-te_etjr char-
ter,—virtually abrogate our law and justly-forfeit out submis-
gion to your authority, - % %i

We have the honor to be, Sir, your Excellency’s
; Most obedient, humble servarits,

TIMOTHY PARSONS,
WILLIAM LESSLIE,
JOHN MILLS,
E. T. HENDERSON,,
JOHN DOEL,
JOHN E. TIMS,
Wwu. J. O'GRADY.

JESSE KETCHUM,
JAMES H..PRICE,,
JAMES LESSLIE,
AND’W, McGLASHAN,

- JAMES SHANNON,
M. McLELLAN,
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Great as was the constitutional question, for which the
country contended, yet it was simple in its nature. They
had under thie 31st Geo. I11, an Bxecutive Council constitus
ted by the royal instruction ; this Executive Council they
desired to see discharging the duties belonging to it; as it
is the duty of Parlianent tolegislate, so théy considered it
the duty of the Executive Council to advise, "Phey simiply
proposed thatall public affuirs, appertaining to the admin-
istration, should pass under their review, prgparatory to the
final and diseretionary action of the governor upon them;
and, assuredly, the people, upon whese aflairs and highest
interests, the advice is given, should be allowed to see the
representative of the King surrounded by men, alike pos-
sessing bis confidence, and that of the count/y.  The great
question, then, before the country, was not whetlier they
should have the constitution and form of goverument of the
United States, introduced and established among them, but
simply whether they, his majesty’s subjecis in Upper Cana-
da, suould enjoy the acknowledged principles of the British
Constitution—whether they should have the same rights
and privileges, that their fellow subjects in the United King-
dom enjoved, and which had always, hezretofore, been ad-
mitted in theory, although denied in practice ; whether the
advisers of the Lieut. Governor were men-of sound liberal
principles,and possessigg the confidencs of the people whom
they were sworn to serve, or persons unknown and irre-
sponsible, and consequently, under no restraint or account-
ability, for the advice they gave.

Quite different was the view that Sir Francis took of the®
subject. 1In his reply to the Council, he declared that the
constitutional act considered him only in the eapacity of a
minister, liable for his own acts and those of his couneil,
that it was, therefore, optional with him whether he should
consult his constitutional advisers or not; hut when il was
proposed in the House te impeach him, he shifted {rom the
character of a mere minister, into a representative of the
King, who “could do mo wrong,” and is above all law; one
day he was a minister, in order to assume power and uct

‘wrongfully, another day he was the representative of the

King, to oust the courts of justice of their jurisdiction. The
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despotic and unconstitutional principles announced and de-
fended by him, and his avowed determination to adhere to
them; the tyrannical and unjust course pursued by him,
towards the late council, the bitterness of feeling which he
was krnown te entertain toward all who thought it their dai-
ly duty to oppose him; the intention which his public acts
evinced to perpetuate and aggravate, and to cherish the sys-
tem, and favor the paity so much fostered and complained
of under his predecessor, destroyed all [niure hope of a just
and equitable admimistration of the government.

The House of Assembly remoustrated, warmly, against
the unconstitutional munner in which he discharged his late
council, in the following address :

“We, His Majesty’s dutlful and loyal suljects, the Com-
mons of Upper Canada; in Provineial Parliament assembled
humbly beg leave to inform your Exeellency, that we have
with deep regret learned that your Excellency, has been
induced to cause the late Executive Couneil to tender their
resignations to seats in the Council, under circumstances
which still enabled your Excellency to declare, that your
estimation of their talents and integrity, as well as your per-
sonal regard for them, remained unchanged ; and that un-
der the present excited state of public feeling in this colony
occasioned by the recent proceedings between your Excel-
lency and the late Fixecutive Couneil, and the appointment
of a new Council, (as appears by the Gazette Extraordina-
ry of Monday the 14th March inst.) composed of Robert

. B. Sullivan, John Elmsly, Augnstus Baldwin, and William

Allan, Bsquires, this House feel it to be a duty they owe,
alike to His Most Gracions Majesty, and to the people of
this colony, whose representatives they are, to avail them-
selves of the first opportunity to declare at otice to your
Excellency the entire want of confidence of this House in
the last mentioned appointments, and deep regret that your
Excellency consented to accept the tender of resignation
of the late council, and humbly request your Excellency
to take immediate steps to remove the present council {rom
such their situation. .
' MARSHALL S. BIDWELL, Speaker.
Commons House of Assembly, p
24th March, 1836.
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This Quixote, however, plunged from one extreme to
another. He forthwith dissolved the House of Assembly,
for presuming to advise him on the choice of his couneillors.
The aflars of the Provinece were thrown into confusion,
and tbe people into a state of desperation, by this unexpect-
ed event; and to add to their already enormous grievances,
he ordered as an addition to the public lauds of the estab-
lished chureh, 157,142 acres to be set apart inglieu of the cler-
gy reserves notappropriated in the Huron tract! And 22,951
acres were granted asan additional endowment to the church
of England clergy, for which patents were completed, and
4,118 acres as an endownient to the eburch of lngland,
for which patents are nof completed. 51.057 acres were
set apart as glebes for the church of England, and 85,000
acres recommended: (o be given as glebes ; 285,206 acres
were applied for as glebes, by the Bishop of Quebec, to be
selected ~ thereafter ; 1,262,250 acres of clergy reserves, to
be disposed of for the benefit ofthe church. “The above in-
formation was given to the Assembly by Mr. Sullivan in
1836. 'The following summer, Sir F'rancis as he was trav-
eling through the London district, called at the tavern of Mr.
Jesse Paunlding, (now a citizen of Cleveland,) for a fresh
sett of horses, who very ecoally told him, “that he would
not disgrace his horses by hiring them to such an
oulrageous cursed fool as he proved o be” Sir Franeis
heaved a sigh, scratched his head and proceeded with his
fatigued span some ten niiles, when he was apprehended
for a horse thief, but was acquiited for want of proof. The
person who caused him to be apprehbended was one of the
down east, oreen horned yankees, who, on finding lis mis-
take, remarked very soberly, to the magistrate, before whom
Sir Francis was examined, that the crefur might be a gov-
ernor, for anght he knew, but he looked so tarnation guilty,
that he took him for a horse thief, particularly, as the off
horse looled exactiy lilke the one he had lost.




CHAPTER XV.

The Long Parlinment.

On his return to Toronto, alter this adventure, he had
his fears, from the cold treatment he received in the Lou-
don District, that he had acted rather imprudently in dis-
solving so suddenly the House of Assembly. He was sat-
isfied from his recent tour through the Province, that the
Reformers were the most numerous; too honest to be bought
and too resolute to be intimidated. He therefore, adopted
the double plan—first, of appealing to their passions and
their interests; and then, as his forlorn hope, he stimnla-
ted the Orangemen with the shillalahs, to drive theim from
the polls. Sir Francis was a whole souled, thorough go-
ing man ; no half measures for him; the whole or nothing
was always hismotto. 'T'he radicals he must put down hy
all means, right or wrong. "o attain his object, the most
inflammable materials in the country were excited. All he
said, and all he published, was caleulated to arouse the
worst passions of the human heart, and to nrge on his em-
issaries and partizans to deeds of blood-shed. In the first
place, he attempted to persuade the people, that the late
Assembly contemplated, in conjunction with one or two
leading gentlemen in the Lower Provines, to invite an in-
vasion from the State of New-¥ork. In his replyto an
address of certain electors in the Home District, he stated
that « lie was well aware that one or two individuals of the
Lower Province, and the late House of Assembly in Upper
Canada, inculeated the idea that this Provinee is about to
be disturbed by the interference of foreigners, whose power
and whose numbers will prove invincible. In the name
of every regiment of militiain the Province, I publicly pro-
‘muloate—Lef them come if they dare 17

But his address to the electors of the New-Castle District,
if possible, transcends all that he had said or done before ;
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and would of itself be ground for his impeachment. “As
your Distriet,” said he, “ has now the important duty to
perform ; of electing representatives for a new Farliameut,
1 think it may practically assist, if T clearly lay before you,
what is the conduct [ intend inflexibly to pursuae, in order
that by the choice of your new members, you may resolve
either to support or oppose me, as you imay think proper.
I consider that my character and vour interests are embark-
ed in one and the same boat. if by my administration I
inerease your wealth, I shall claim for myself credit which
it will be totally out of your power to withhold from me ;'
it T diminish your wealth, I feel it would be hopeless for
any one to shield me from blame.

“ As we have, therefore, one eommon object in view, the
plain question for us to cousider is, which of us has the
greater power to do good to Upper Canada ? or in other
words, Can you do'as much good to yourselves as I can
do for yon? ltis my opinion, you cannot! It is my opin-
iott that if you choose to disptite with me, and live on bad
terms with the mother country, yon will, to use a homely

phrase, only quarrel with vour own bread and butter. 1if

you like to try the experiment, by electing members who
will again sfop the supplies, do so ; for I can have no objec-
tion whatever. ~ On the other hand, if you choose fearless-
ly to eémbark your interests with my character, depend up-
onit, I will take paternal care of them both,

“IfT am allowed, I will, by reason and mild conduet,
begin first of all by tranquilising the country ; and as soon
as that object shall be gained, T will use ail my influence
with his Majesty’s government to make such alterations in
the land granting departments, as shall atiract into Upper
Canada the redundant wealth and population of 1he mother
country.  Men, women, and money, are what you want;
and if you will send to Parlinment members of moderate
politics, who will cordially and devoid of all self-interest,
assist me, depend upon it, you will gain more than vou
possibly can do, by hopelessly trying (o insult me; for let
vour conduet be what it may, I am quite determined so
long as I oceupy the station I now do, neither to give of-
fence, nor take it.”

- His next appeal was to the clergy, imploring them as they

i
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valued the King’s favor, or their own personal interests, to
exert their pastoral influence with their respective congre-
gatiolls, to indace them to vote for the tory candidites.—
Regardiess of their sacred ciiaracter, the peace and prosper-
ity of the Provinee, these hireling sycophauts, or rather
wolvesin sheep’s clothing, obeyed the unholy mandate to
the very letter. In public and in private, and even from
the sucred desk on the Sabhath, they ceased not to scandal-
i8¢ the pure and patriotic intentions of the Reforiners, and
denounce them as enemies to the church and the < faith
once delivered lo the sainls,” for virtuously opposing the
unconstitutional measures of aceuel, vindictive and tyran-
ical Governor. \While these boly men were thus at work,
Sir Franeis, on his part, was not idle. He bronght into
play all the meuns of corruption which his high office pla-
ced within his reach. He issued out new commissions to
militia officers throughout the Province; appoiuted in ev-
ety couniy large batches of magistrates of the most igno-
rant and sycophantic characters; and to secure more per-
maneutly the interest and influenca of the Orange faction,
the Government House was painted inside and out with
orange colors. But to seeure the elections the more effee-
tuaily, he adopted the most bare-fuced and corrupt means
of erenting voters. He gave deeds for sand-banks whereon
aspire °f grass never grew, nor ever will, to thieves and
murderers, confined for trial in the Toronto jail, to enable
them to vote for his favorite candidate, and, alterwards
pardoned them. Besides this, upwards of five thousand
deeds were distributed through the Province to effect the
elections. These deeds were promis d to he delivered to
the new voters, frec of all charges, at the polls, on their giv-
ing their suffrages to the Tory candidates.  They did so;
each one demanding his patent as he voted ; but the gov-
ernment agents had instructions of a different kind. They
politely informed the unsaspesting voters that it wasincon-
venient to give them just then ; but as soon as the elections
were over they should be delivered ; and they took their
names alphabetically, to have them recorded in the Regis-
trar’s office at Toronto. 'T'he poor dupes believed all this,
and remained at their own expense until the polls closed,

»
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when they had the mortification of being told that their
patents were boxed up the preceding evening, and forward-
ed to Toronto by the Governor’s order, to be delivered to
them there on prying the usual fees!! Could Satan him-
self, with all his cuuning, beat this !!!

In one instance,an agent was despatched with 303 of these
land patents to Simcoe to obtain votes against the martyr
Lount ; but finding no market for them there, Orange riots
were resoited to; which turned the scale for the Tory candi-
date. [Fifteen hundred were hawlked about in the third
riding of York, to oppose the undaunted M’Kenzie.

As another instance of the dishonorable means resorted
to, by these craven officials to coerce the electors, Sullivan
and Elmsley, honorable legislative councillors, went
through the city of Toronto before the city election, and
threatened the merchants and tradesmen with loss of ens-
tom and stoppage of bank credit. Among others they call-
ed upon Mr. William Ware, a highly respectable merchant;
and when he candidly informed them that he should not
vote for the Governor’s nominee, they assured him that if
he did not, they would not only withdraw their custom
from his store, but would also stop his credit at the bank,
aund prevent his obtaining any lurther accommodation
there!!

It was generally supposed that upwards of 250,000 acres
were granted from the first of April to the thirty-first of
July—exclusive of as much more to the Canada Company,
to seeure the return of a majority of T'ory members. What
these means fell short of accomplishing, the Orange shilla-
lahs supplied.

Such were the instruments, aud such the means, by
which Sir Fraucis obtained one of the most bloody and
audaciously corrupt Parliaments that ever disgraced any
country, cursed even with such a mock representative gov-
ernment as is Canada. _

Head became literally detested, not on accou
mean appearance, for that he could not he :
conduct. He ruined trade; destroyed confide between
man and man; denied them their constitutional rights; co-
erced the peopllg acco:ding to the most approved rules of
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the most tyranical governments in Europe; interfered cor-
ruptly in the elections, until he obtained his desire of a
mock Legislative Council ; a dumb Exeeutive Council,
and a sham representation of the pcople.

As a_man, he scrupled not at base falsehood ; as a Gov-
ernor, he involved the country in trouble; as an ]’E‘;ngils‘h-
men, he destroyed British interests; asthe King’s repre-
sentative, he disgraced the dignity of the Crown, and alien-
ated the affections of the people from the Imperial govern-
ment ; as the chief magistrate, he fostered discord, and
brooded over anarchy unul he produced bloodshed and re-
bellion. Many a worthy English nobleman sllﬂered the
penalty of death for lesser crimes th:u_l lht;: author of the
“Bubbels of the Brunners” perpetrated in Canada.
Immediately after the elections, the people delegated Dr.
Charles Duncombe, M. P. P. for Oxford, to proceed forth-
with to London, to represent the melancholy state of their
affairs to the British government, as well as to urge the im-
mediate recall of Sir Francis B. Head, and thereby save
the country from anarchy and bloodshed. But Sir Francis
having obtained, through a well arranged systemof espion-
ace, the nature of Dr. Duncombe’s mission to the Colonial
Office, despatched a Mr. Carey, to precede the Doctor with
the following cunningly devised letter:

“Toronto, July 16th, 1836.

“The republican minority of course feel their causctia s
desperate, and as alast dying struggle, they have, I f1.111 ?r—
stand, been assembling at "Toronto night after m_g’ht or the
purpose of appealing for assistance to his Majesty’s gavern-
ment! Their convocations are so secret that it is impossi-
ble for me to know what passes there; butX have been in-
formed, that they have actually despatched Dr. Duncombe,
an American, and a rank republican, with complaints of
‘some sort respecting the elections. s

S..OI;I& feel conlﬁdenta'that your lLordship will discounten-
ance this dark, unconstituticnal practice of despatching
agents from this Province to his Majesty’s government, {o
make secret complaints against the _Lmntenant?overnor,-
which, of course, it is impossible for me to vepel.
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On the above despatch, Dr. Rolph, late member of the
Executive Council, remarked in his place in the House of
Assembly, “If itis a dark and unconstitutional practice to
send agents to his Majesty’s government to complain of such
official conduct, as preceded and attended the late elections.
If such conduct is to be approved by the very government
from which the people ought to expect and to receive pro-
tection ; il'this co-operation of the Colonial mmister, is to
perpetuate a system abhorrent to every well regulated mind;
repugnant to the constitution; subversive of liberty, and
based in immorality; the future civil and religious rights of
the country are doomed to extinction, Salvaticn can, In
such case. only beexpected, from the subversion of such a
system from its foundation. Unless the evil is now effectu-
ally corrected, it will equally infect the tutare, as it has the
pastelections. The country must, therefore, remember
that this execrable policy is not to be viewed in a specu-
lative, but in a practical point of view. Shall we ever
again have a free election? This fearful inquiry must be
met by another.  Will this execrable policy ever again be
putin operation? I answer—it willl The same govern-
ment, under the same system, will not hesitate to resort to
the spme means to gain the same ends. They will not
biash to eall these means ¢ energy,” ¢ moral courage,” and
“forsight;” “services” worthy of % high and honorable tes-
timony!” By these virtuesgve are hereafier to be govern-
ed! Canada must now make her choice between the man-
ful redress of her grievances, or a lasting submission. Itis
the preservation or extinction ot liberty. Repetition will
be held corroboration ; and renewed suceess will harden
the workers of iniquity. Itis a solemn, but unavoidable
alternative. If you recognise these as virfues, and desire
their transmission to your posterity. vou have nothing to
do; you have only to suffer. But if your nobler feelings
rise in arms against such virtuwes, and the dire inheritange
they will yield to your children and your children’s chil
ren; if you value that purity of civil government which is
Heaven’s second best gift to man ; if this rade blow has not
severed your bonds of sympathy from your nstitutions,

- civil and yeligious, and all that endears a people to their

country; ifliberty shall not by this deadly outrage become
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extinct, but rather rise {rom the panic, with renewed ener-
gy, and a more hallowed zeal; Canadians must nerve them-
selves with a fervent patriotism, and a christian spirit, to
devise by all the constitutional nieans redress for the past,
and salvation for the future.”

When Dr. Duncombe arrived in London, he found, to
his great surprise, the door of the Colonial Office closed

against him; nor could he, in consequence of Sir Franeis’

letter, obtain even an outside hearing from the Colonial
minister, Lord Glenelg. But the Doctor was not a man
to be so easily diverted from his object. Being armed in a
good cause, he resolved that, as the Colonial Office denied
him ingress, the English public should be fully and faith-
fully informed of the unconstitutional and cruel manner in
which their fellow subjects in Canada had been treated by
the Colonial Office, since 1820, and the desperate steps Sir
Francis B. Head had taken, to gratily his unhallowed am-
bition for despotic power by trampling upon sacred rights;
perverting the Constitution; obstructing the course of jus-
tice; prostrating the energies of the country, and rendering
the elective franchise of no avail by the vast sources of
patronage at his command and disposal. These, with a
detailed account of all their grievances, were published in
one of the leading journals. :

Alarmed at the pointed charges thus boldly prefered a-
gainst the Lieutenant Governor, Lord Glenelg condescen-
ded at last to receive the petitions and charges; promising
Dr. Duncombe, in the event of their proving true, to for-
ward instructions for a new election, and the recall of
Sir Franeis. Itis however worthy of record, that with all
this information before him, established by irrefragible
proof, Lord Gleuelg, a peer of England and a minister of
state, wrote, after Dr. Dun‘combe’s departure for Qaqua, a
despatch, dated the 8th of September, 1836, being in an-
swer to theone from Sir Francis, dated the 16th of July,
thus approving a course of conduct and policy which
would searcely find a parallel oran apologist in the dark-
est povernment in Europe: J

«The King is pleased to acknowledge, with marked ap-
probation, the foresight, energy, and moral courage by
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which your conduct on this occasion has been distinguish-
ed. It is peculiarly gratifying to'me to be the channel of
conveying to you this high and honorable testimony of his
Majesty’s favorable acceptance of your services.”

The style and drift of the above despatch need no
comment.

By this secret despatch, it appeared plainly to the people
that the Colonial minister had been playing a very dishon-
orable game, through the hands of the Lieutenant Govern-
or—his private instructions approving and rewarding what
his public despatches condemned as unconstitutional—se-
cretly riveting the old grievances,while he publicly ordered
their redress. 'Thus it was with the clergy reserve des-
patches; the education despatches; the rovan rie about
protecting the protestant churches, &c. Head’s instrue-
tions were “M’Kenzie’s grievance report,” with Lord Glen-
elg’s despatch commenting on it,

In this despatch Sir Francis was instructed to request the
Assembly to establish a Board of Audit by law, and if, at the
close of the Session, that was not done, to establish it himself,
Did he do it? No; he had private information telling him that
the order was got up to “*blarney the radicals.” Head was
told; in the despatch, to recommend a commission to inquire
into and diminish useless offices. In his private instructions
he was told to call into requisition every means of bribery and
corruption, which he fulfilled to the letter. He was told to
keep all the officers in a system of subordination to him, and
that he was to obey Downing strect. The public despatch
told Sir Franeis, “‘the King is not prepared, just yet, to med-
dle with the Clergy Reserves.” The private instructions hin-
ted that it might he necessary to sell them to pay the English
capitalists a partofl the bribery money, known as the Provineia|
debt. Glenelg, in the public instruction, told Head to with-
hold no revenue information. An address from the Assembly
was sent, subsequently, to learn the condition of the Crown of-
fice, and Head ordered an answer to be given, so framed as
to conceal sixty thousand dollars default money. This his
private instructions required him to do in such an emergency.
In the public despateh, he is told to choose Justicesof the Peace
without political partiality. In the private one, and he follow-
ed it to the letter, the command was—*‘Choose none but tools;

12*
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ust all radicals! take occasion against all re['or:r;ers_, particu=
Jacly if they are honest” The public instruction :‘;md, that
the Governor would have to vindicate every act ol lis admin-
istration, in England.  The private one told him lo keep the
Canadians poor, and Glenelg would share Ih? mock responsi-
bility.  Lhe publie instruction, page 33,. offers up tlhe L“:.I:ELIIC\}
revenue for aproper civil list. The private one told []III;I to
include $4,000 to the Methodists, and i the Assembly guiped
the whole, to reserve it, and thus humbug :.!_m Un_r.;u:h:'nm.‘—
Every Briton of manly feeling, every Canadian of honestin-
tentions, turned with abhorrenge and disgust {rom a system
which could only be carried into execution by measures .so
oyoss and astounding as these.

The people now saw through the mystery, why cach suc-
eceding governor exceeded his predecessor in mat-adunmsulzfr-
ing the affairs of the Province, as well as the _rcnsou::;z or
which they were promoted previous to, oron their return to
Sneland. =3
r%gn the receipt of the above despatch, Sir Francis’ conduct
became intolérable.  He had the vanity to co.nsuler ‘hlmselit the
Solon of Upper Canada—the ne plus ultra of a perfect legisla-
tor; aud his kitchen sycophants, for seilish purposes, en-
couraged the conceit. All classes were fully fsnt‘;sﬁed }imt
nothing now remained (or lhem,'but o tanie submission, oran
open assertion of their inherent rights, at all il;l%:l[‘fis. As soon
as Dr. Duncambe returned, the central committee met to. re-
caive his report, and ascertain the result of lllg mission, wh'sch
was by no means favorable. 'I'he new tory ;:\rlml’nent being
now about to meet, in a few days the mecting adjourned, t?
prepare for the coming contest. ~ McKenzie being taken s;_lel\
and his life despaived ol the 111c}efittlgable Dr. Duncombe, al-
though he [ailed in obtaining satisfaction for the people, from
the Colonial Misister, was, nevertheless, determined to bring
Sir Francis to & trial, even before his own mock Assembly,
forerpason and other bigh crimes, against the people. He
did so, with the lull knowledge thatit wus ‘hkf;' bringing a thiel
to trial before a gang of thieves. ‘The King’s life being also
despaired of, at this time Sir Fr_ancls’ Parliament llnﬂ no soon-
er met, than thev passed a law; 1n the tecth of the Const}luuon,
declaring their sitting permaneut, for l_hrefe._;_‘years gil.er the
King’s demise, and Sir Francis gave to it the royal assgan
Dr. Duncombe brought befote the Llouse, in due form, his cel-
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ebrated bill, impeaching Sir Francis Bondhead, Lieut, Gover-
nor of the Province of Upper Canada, for TrEAsox and other
high crimes, against the people; which, in effect, was like
throwing a fire-brand at a nest of hornets;—they flew at the
Doctor with the poisonous sting of their tongues,-from all quar-
ters. The learned and eloquent John Rolph, arose in the
might ol his intellectual strength, headed the little band of re-
form members, and with Dr. Duncombe, they withstood the
shock of the onset and maintained their ground—bid defiance,
and dared them to a fair combat. But they were guilty and
dreaded the exposures they turned and shifted—saw no hope;
no way for escape. Fight they must, or suffer a disgracelul
defeat. To evade the contest, at one time, they represented
the Governor as standing in the King’s shoes, who could do
no wrong, and therefore above all law and beyond impeach-
ment; at another time, they represented him only as a Minis-
ter, executing the orders of Downingstreet, and accountable to
the King only.  But all was to no purpose. They must stand
trial, or be disgraced. There were no possible means of eva-
ding it, and they knew it. - After much sparving and confusion,
they consented to the appointment of a commillee to investigate
the charge and bring in a bill accordingly. With the excep-
tion of two members, this committee consisted of the Govey-
nor’s creatures and hangers onj notwithstanding whieh, the
reform party were so confident of establishing their point, that
they even agreed to this one-sided measure. But they counted
without their host.  Sir Francis knew his men. He propitia-
ted each of them, previously, with a slice from his own haud,
and to show their gratitude, they perseverincly declined exami-
niaga single witness on oathy and after sitting day after day,
and week alter week, they at length, by a preconcerted strat-
agem, in the absence of the reform members, signed a report
in behall ol the whole, presented it to the House and white=
washied Sir Francis all over, on the old principle, “‘ask my
brother thiel' it [ ama thief.” The two reform members, find-
ing themselves outwitted, by a trick as mean as it was con-
temptible, protested against the report as corrupt, insulting to
the committee and unwaorthy the notice of the House.  But the
die was custand the impeachment lost.  But another of a more
formidable and pointed nature, was shortly to be brought be-
fore them, ina different shape. McKenzie being now recover-
ed, sent to the House the usual notice, that he would contest
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the election of Mr. Thompson, for the 2d Riding of York, on
the following grounds, viz:

«That at the last election for a member to represent the
sccond Riding of the County of York, in the 1 egislature,
William Hepburn, Esquire, acting Trustee (o the Six-
Nations Indians, was the Returning Officer; aud the can-
didates proposed, and for whom a poll was demanded and
opened, were Hdward William Thomson, Esq. the sitting
member, and youar petitioner. :

That His Excellency, the Liect. Governor, Sir F. B.
Head, unduly interfered with the election and tampered
with the rights of the Freeliolders.

1st. By putting forth a variety of threatening, inflam-
matory harangues, in violent language, under the form of
replies to certain addresses, which were circulated in the
shape of handbills, evidently with the intention of biasing
the minds of the yeomanry, previous to the then approach-
ing election.

2d. By issuing new deeds after the prorogation and dis-
solution, and even after polling had commenced, with a
view to prevent the election of your petitioner, who had
been six times successively returned for the County and
once for the Riding, for which he was, for the eighth time,
a candidate.

3d. By allowing magistrates, persons dependent on his
will, and others, who were to receive Crown deeds, on con-
dition of performing settlement duties, to obtain their deeds,
such duties nor having been performed, and this to influ-
ence the election.

Ath. By inducing persons, with expectation of offices of
honor and emolument, to violate the law, in order to pre-
vent your petitioner’s election—as, for instance, in the
matter of Andrew Shore and wife, committed to jail, on a
charge of grand larceny, by Alderman Denison; and by
him and Alderman Gurnett, (the latter a most indefatigable
agent in spreading the Lieut. Giovernot’s politieal replies,
through the Riding,) admitted: Shore to bail, insuflicient
bail, contrary to the statute, which requires all such cases
to be brought before one of the Judges of the Court of
King’s Bench, and allowed Mrs. Shore to go free. Shore
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was instantly hurried off; by Mr. Gurnett, and his Consti-
tational Society connexious, to Streetsviiie to vote for the
government candidate. For several months after, he was
at liberty. lle was convicted at the last Assizeas of the
crime of stealing, in a dwelling-house, and is now an in-
mate in the Penitentiary. Mr. Gurnett, the agent in this
d:shmjm‘abl_e affair, has, since the election been promoted
to a Conunissionership, in the Court ofR’equests in this
cztg',lmll;hc place of Mr. Smull, removed. ’
6th. issuing Crow 1 ipti
boundarigs, under igll[?r\;gerdeag%si,c:IilfllouFda .descrlhplloa o
Hosudny ; order to effect the
Gth. By declining, or refusing to discountenance Orange
Eggﬁso m}xd lparty 1';1'o%eeldings, althongh in possession of
the al pleasure anc g sgislatur
Specm; tl's[;.m. the decision of the Legislature re-
7th. By issuing Crown deeds for lands at Port Credit
although the conditions of sale had not been fulfilled and
by issuing such deeds, in some cases, to other persons ‘than
the original nominees or purchasers, although the practice
has been not to sanction transfers by those who had 1o ti-
tles, except under the Heir and Devisee act. =
8th. And, as your petitioner is advised, by contributing
with his officers, to funds, intended to affect the election:
by issuing Crown deeds to individuals, upon the condition,
expressed or implied, that they would vote for M. Thom:
son, and this, in some cases, without payment of the par-
cha§c noney, or upon unusual terms.
~ 'U'bat the returning officer, William Hepburn, Esquire
in the performance of the duties of his office at the said
election, acted, in many respects, partially, illegally and
ignorantly. Amongst others— S
He administered the oath required to be taken by free-
holders, under the statute 4th William LV., chap. 14, for
several days after the commencement of the.’pollinm inva-
riably omitttng the description of the estate, on which the
clector voted, and substituting only the words «a freehold,”
notwithstanding the remonstrances of your petitioner a-
gainst his doing so,—and your petitioner often endeavored
to convince him that any person who had a freehold any
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where, even if 1t were in England, could take such an oath
as he had substituted. Afler several days, he began to
swear the voters to the freehold they voted on, as by law
required.

He rejected the votes of many electors who offered their
votes for your petitioner, and refused to record their names
or votes, and discouraged others from coming to the hus-
tings, by deciding, on an objection to a vote raised by Mr.
Thowson, that {reeholders, born in the United States, or
in any foreign country, should not vote, although they
might have been resident in Canada half a century, and
duly taken the oath of allegiance, and although they pub-
licly offered to take the oaths preseribed by the Statutes,
unless each voter, on presenting himself, could produce a
paper, purporting to be a Commissioner’s certificate, that
lie had taken the oath of allegiance, such paper not being
evidence even when shewn.

Early in the election he permitted this class to go home,
fetch the paper, and return and vote; but afterwards he
laid down a rule, thatif they had it not with them when
asked, they conld not return and vote.

There are many cases to be cited—your petitioner will
refer only to two at this time, by way of illustration :

Andrew Cook, father of Jacob Coolk, of Cooksville, one
of the oldest freeholders in the Province, and who had vo-
ted at many elections, was turned from the hustings, be-
cause hie had not a certificate with him, although he offered
to take the oaths required by the statute.

“Waic Sweet, an old freeholder, who has been hall a century
in Upper Canada, and voted five times for your petitioner,
who took the oath of allegiance, belore Col. Joel Stone, in
1801, and served in the last war, oflered to vote, and asked to
have the oaths required or preseribed by statute, to be admin-
istered to him. He was tarned {rom the bustings, because his

.~ certificale was not in his pocket, his right to vote denied, and
.~ he was further told not to come back. But he soon returned
_—
- war services, and he was turned from the hustings, and his
te rejected by the returning officer, who even refused toen-
your petitioner’s objections on the poll book.

]_J_gLfCqune]’s cettificate of 1801, and a certifieate of® his
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These and similar illegal decisions, discouraged many vo-
ters, who considered that to be turned aﬁruy from the poll in
presence of their neighbors, as aliens, was an insull{ tl
could not well brook. -

The returning officer did not act uniformly on any rule—
he turned away many who offered to take the vaths—he admit-
ted others. ]

Your petitioner_had reason to believe that several broihers—
.I\ie,ssrs. M’Grath—sons to the Chureh of England Clergyman
in Torouato, one of them a Postmaster, another a Court%‘t'_[{e-
quests Commissiener, Captain of a troop el horse, had no title
to the property they voled on, the title being in the Crown, of
which the returning officer had previously been apprized'by
them, and a mortgage intervening. Two of them would not
answer apy question put to them, either by candidates or re-
turning officer, and the latter decided that they might vote on
taking the oaths. which they did, and voted for Mr. Thomsons
while those of j.h'c.-ssrs. Sweet, Cook, and many more, wurr;
refused, although tendered by old and undoubted frecholders
who were also ready to be swarn, =

Afier the retarning officer had acted, for days, on his rule,
tlml'n'o person born in a foreign conntry, should vote without a
certificate, a violent partizan of the Executive, Jacab D. Hae
german, came forward, admitted he was born in Germany,
produced no certificate, and although it is understood that he
and his brother, who voted out of the same lot, eame in alter
1827, and have not been naturalized, his vote for Mr. Thoui-
son was recorded.

One [Henvy Miller, a drunken, disorderly character, who
had bf,-cn disturbing the poll for some time, and who has been
t_:)g'len' in the House of Correction here, was persuaded to tender
his vote for Mr. Thomson—but although it was very doubtful
whether he was'aware of the nature of the oaths he took, and
there was little reason to believe him a freeholder, his vole
was at ounce recorded. ' <

Posimasters aund other dependent persons, cxeluded b
laws of England (adopted here) (rom interfering ut élections,
open!y b,usie'd themselves, clectioneered and volct,'.-d lheugh‘—
your petitioner objected to these proceedings.
_ Other officers of the Government subseribed money, and a¢
tively busied themselves st the election. Funds were collected
from persons connected with the Executive and others, and Y
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employed in collccting, bringing up, treating and intoxicating
voters against your petitioner—in keeping faverns and pot-
houses, the resort of worthless and disorderly persons, open,
free of cost, to them—and in collecting buliies and men of bad
repute about the hustings, to the terror of peaceable farmers.

Priests, pensioned and hired by money paid them, by his
Excellency and his government, busied themselves to prevent
the freedom of election, and to bias the minds of the electors,

William B, Jarvis, Esquire, Sheriff of this District, inierfe-
red openly at the election—stood at the hustings with a whip
in his band, and harangued those present, reminding them that
the reformers were their enemies, and must be put down. He
then came forward as a voter, and made use of most violent
and intemperate language, caleulated to promote disturbance.
This conduct the returning officer did not check.

And your petitioner is advised, that the said Edward Wil-
liam Thomson was a party, in several instances, to the treat-
ing, bribery, threats, promises, and other illegal steps, of
which complaint is herein made; and he contends that the re-
turn of the said Edward William Thomson, as a member to
serve in this preserct Parliament, is illegal, void, and unconsti-
tutional, because he was not elected by the greatest number of
qualified votes of the said Riding, as there is a majority of the
said votes in favor of your petitioner—because the election
was not lawfully conducted, but interfered with by the Lieut.
Governor and his officers, by the Orange lodges, by the treat-
ing, force and violence, and by the partiality and injustice of
the returning officer.

Bribety, intimidation and violence, as well as the unconsti-
tutional exercise of the Royal prerogative and the Executive
influence, were means made use of to induce electors to vole
against your petitioner, orto prevent their voting for him,
means utterly subversive of the freedom and purity of election.

Your petioner farther represents, that the reedom and pu-
rity of the election and the rights of the electors were violated
by___g_oml—)i:_mliun.g of persong in i“egﬂ] sacieties, known by the
name of Orange Lodges, formed for political purposes, secret-
1y, if not openly countenanced by his Excellency, the Lieut.
Governor, and usually headed and aided by magistrates and
~ other officz-holders, and exercising, by means of these illegal
~associations, an unconstitutional power and influence in the
said election,
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Your petitioner humbly prays, that the election and return of
the said Edward William Thomson, may be declared null and
void, by reason of the matters herein before contained; that a
new election may take place, so that the people may be truly
and fairly represented; that the conduet of the Lieut. Gover~:
nor, his officers, the returning officer and others, as above re-
ferred to, may be carefuliy inquired into, the result made
known, and such proceedings had, if found necessary, as shall _
secure to the electors, in all time to coms, a free and faithful oy
representation in the Legislature. &

And your petitioner will ever pray, . :
- War. L. MACKENZIE.

Toronto, 20th Dec., 1836.%

This was like a voice [rom'the dead, or as a thunder-bolf in
the dead of winter. There was no plausible ground for refu-
sing or evading this petition of their uncompromsing enemy.
They knew the man and dreaded his ability to expose and
prove the Governor’s guilt, as well as their own:  They knew
he was capableof proving facts, respecting the late elections
and other government corruptions, which would eternally dis-
grace them, in the eyes of every honest and im
throughout the world, were he permitted a'h
therefore sickening, to witness the miserable ¢ [ts, these jack=
alls of torruntion adopted to prevent an investigation. How-
ever, after much wrangling and mancuvring, Friday the 27th
of Jan’y, was fixed for the final engagement, batween MeKen-
zie and the friends of justice on the one side; and Gov. Head’s
corrupt household troops on the other. McKer'iz'ie.-__&]*jpéﬁ;i-'_‘d
like a giant relreshed with new wine, impatient for the contests
declared himself ready to produce evidence on oath, and to
give security to abide by the consequence. The reform mem- .
bers reminded the House that the 2d Riding of York had been :
selected from a hundred other places in the Provinee, i o 1
the most convenient 1o the City, and from whence W
against [Head and his corrupt agents, eould be bre‘;u‘g!g
or no expense to the public. They pointed to the :
said: “there stands McKenzie’s securities; no men of
but old, wealthy and respectable freeholders.” But
ernor’s champions, Draper and Hagerman, sat confounded and
durst not look that way. The scene was highly ini r_esnaﬁih'
The true representatives of the people, the little band of re~
formers, looked with contempt, at the slavish and craven

13
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spirits opposite to them, . With pride and eXultation they look-
edat Mr. McKenzid, defying the whole host of official corrup-
tionists, with a “tdare ye go to trial.” Olds Judge  Jonas
Jones, with his six Judgships, hung his head and ate his own
words; Ogle R. Gowan and W. Chisholm became invisible ;—
poor. Baby Sherwood, with his upper lip double reefed, and
*tdumme Draper licked the kitchen soup plates, obeyed orders
and were tremblingly mute! While in this state of despair,
Speaker McLean, after much study, discovered a loop-hole
through' which to escape. It was this: The law requires the
person contesting an eléetion, or his attorney, to appear at the
bar of the House and'givessecurity for costs, within fourtecn
days after the first reading.of his petition. The Speaker is
N bound, at the same time, by the: same law, to give the eom-
' plainant, or his attorney, due notice, in writing, that his
etition was received and read. ' He is also| to notily the peti-
tioner, or bis attorney, the day and hour -on which the case
should come before the House; and if the complainant or his
{ B agent, neglected to appear at the timc appointed, he shogld be
16 debarred of any future remedy.  McKenzic presented his peti-
. tion 1n proper form, bat it was not read until the second day
& after ifs presentation consequently Mr. McKenzie counted the
b Gime from its reading, and did not appear with his securities

3

-antil the last day. Pho Speaker, on his parl, either design-
~ edly or unwittingly, neglected to give the usual notice required
by law.. Notwithstanding this, backed by a majority of the
~ tory members, hesinsisted that the act meant fourteen days
~ from the time the petition was introduced to the House, and

ot fourteen days from its first. reading, and that, therefore,
it Mellenzie was two days too late.. In vain the reform
mbers pieaded that McKenzie was, to all intents and purpe-
ithin the limits prescribed by the Proyineial act of the
Geo. 4th, chap. 4th, especially as the Speaker neglected,
on his part, to give the natice required by law. It availed
- nothing to remiud the well drilled majority, that Speaker Me-
~ Lean’s fourteen duys were only twelve of the davs allowed in
~all time past; that their proceedings carried extreme partiality
ustice on their yery face; that their vote to crush inqui-
e, With the public, their sentence of condemnation;

it they were alike déaf to reason and justice. When the
as and nays were taken, fifteen were for inquiry, thirty-two
nst it. '
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The people of the Province were now thoroughly convinced,
that had not the Governor and his party knowns, to a certainty,
that McKenzie, instead of failing, would bring evidence enough
to disgrace them in the eyes of all America, they would have
allowed him to go on, and ruin himself with the expense of a
contest which would have exceeded 2,000 dollars. Butinstead
of this, they ignobly crept out of the small end of the horn,
defeated the ends of justice and disgraced themselves. After
this scene, all hopes of redress, from either government, were
given up.  The people saw with regret, their petitions and
complaints, to the Imperial Parliament, spurned, their agents
insulted and their oppressors, iinstead of being punished, pro
moted fo higher honors.  They saw themselves, also,governed
by a clique of ruthless tyrants, over whom they had no controls
who, ‘setting all justice at defiance, appeared as reckless of
their own character as they were regardless of their country’s
wellare.
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CHAPTER XVII

L bt ]
L Great exciteinent throughout the Province,

Every moral and constitutional means being now ex-

hausted, the people began to prepare for the worst. Union
meetings were forthwith held in every township, and the
following resolutions adopted:
“That the shuffling meanness and duplicity of the colonial
office, evidenced in the contemptuous treatment of our ae-
credited agents and petitions and the cordial reception of
the hireling enemies of the people, have precluded all hope
of redress from that quarter ; and thrown reformers on their
own resources for the means of freeing themselves from the
grasp of a vile tory faction, and securing themseives and
posterity the blessings of peace and freedom.

“That the corrupt and imbecile majority of the present

“bread and butter” assembly being elected in direct opposi-

tion to the wishes of the main body of the people, by the
most villiatous and disgraceful means, and having, on the
demise of the late king unconstitutionally lengthened out
their existence, in contradiction.to all precedents on simi-
lar oceasions, we will not consider any laws they may pass

~as valid or binding on the inhabitants of this Province.

“'T'hat our present Licutenant Governor, by his wicked-
ly andj corruptly interfering with the election ;—his hy-
pocracy, prevarication and numerous perversions of facts,
as in the case of the Bond#and orange societies ; his peurile
vacillating policy towards the best interests of the country,
has forfeited all pretensions to the distinguislied characteris-
tics of a gentlemen, and to all political sagacity as a states-
man. , .

«That the thanks of this meeting are eminently due fo

- Dr. Charles Duncombe, one of our worthy representatives,

for his able and highly talented defence of the rights of the
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people;his promptitude in repairing to England,at the request
of the reformers of Upper Canada to lay before the British
authorities the disgraceful and corrupt means employed by
Sir F. B. Head at the late general electious to secure the re-
turn of the present “bread and butter” parliament whose
base libel on his character we repel with the con tempt it
deserves. |

“That the original intention of institutions for the pur-
poses of government, being found on reciprocal suppert and
benefit; when the government party become destroyers in-
stead of suppotters, an injuryin place of a benefit, the com-
paet is virtaally dissolved, and the oppressed have an un-
doubted right to adopt any and every means for the main-
tentance of their rights and privileges.

That in accordance with the example of the wise men
and heroes of 1776, we hold as self evident truths :—that
they are endowed by their Creator, with certain inalienable
rights; that among the number of these rights are life, liber-
and the pursuit of happiness; that it is for the protection
and security of these rights,that governments were instituted
among men; deriving their just authority only from the con-
sent of the governed ; that whenever any form of govern-
ment becomes destructivie of these ends, itis the rioht of
the people to alter or abolish it, or to institute a new govern-
nent, laying its foundation on such principles, and organ-
1sing its powers after such form, as to them, shall seem best
adapted to secure their safety and happiness.

“I'hat instead of honestly recressing our grievances and
abuses, as in duty bound, the British government and the
two houses of Imperial parliament, have destroyed the fun-
damental tights of the colony, in order to reduce and foree
the people into a base subjection to ‘the oppressions which
are preparing for them; that having exhausted the cup of re-
conciliation to the very dregs,we do now,henceforth,and for-
ever, renounce all intercousse with the British government
—that we will arm ourselves with rifles or muskets, and
maintain our political and religious rights inviolate, at all
hazards, let the consequence be what they may.”

Such, at this time, was the state of public feeling in both
provinces. In the Midland, New Castle, Home, Niagara
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Gore, London and Western districts, the people were arming
themselves, and drilling in small eompantes, in the face of
the wuthorities.

On the 13th Nov. 1837, a large convention of the free-
holders farmers, mechanies and other inhabitauts of Toron-
to, met at the Royal Oale Hetel, to consider of;, and take
measures for effectnally maintaining in the colony a free
gonstitution and demoeratic fo rm of government.

Previous to the adoption of the coustitution, the {amous
and spimited address of the eonfederation of the six counties
to the people of Canada was read as follows :

Fervow Cirizens :—When asystematic course of op-
pression has been invariably harrrassing a people, despite
of their wislies, expressed in every manner, recognised by
constitutional usage, by popular wssemblies, and by their
representatives in parlioment, after grave deliberation ;
when their rulers, instead of redressing their variousevils,
produced by their own misgovernment, have solemnly en-
registered and procluimed their guilty determination to sap
and subvert the very foundations of civil liberty, it becomes
the imperative duty of the people to betake themselves to the
serious consideration of their unfortusate position; of the
dangers by which they are surrounded—and by well-con-
cerled organizations, to make sueh arrangements, as may
be necessary to protect, unimpaired their rights as citizens
and. their dignity as freemen.

The wise and immortal framers ofthe American decla-
ration of independence, embodied in that document the prin-
eiples on which alone are bused the rights of man, and sue-
cessfully vindicated and established the only institutions
and form of government, which can permanently secure
the prosperity and social happiness of the inhabitants of
this continent, whose education and habits, derived from

the circumstance of their colonization, demand a system of
government entirely dependent upon, and directly respon-
sible to. the people.

In common with the various nations of North and South
America who have adopted the principles contained in that
declaration, we hold the same holy and seif evident doc-
trines, that God created no artificial distinetions between

e e, ———— .
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mat -z_md man ; that government is but a mere human in-
stitution formed by those who are to be subject to its good
or evil action ; intended for the benefit of all who may con-
seut to come, or remain under, its protection and control «
and therelore, that its form may be changed whenever i;:
ceases to accomplish the ends for which such sovernment
was estublished; that public authorities and men in office
are but the executors of the expressed will of the commu.
nity, houored, because they possess public confidence
respecied only so long as they eommand public esteem and
to be removed from office the moment they cease to,give
satisfaction to the people, the sole legitimate sonirce of all
power. Iu conformity with these f:rrinciples. and on the
faith of treaties and capitulations entered into swith our an-
cestors, and _guarrantied by the Imperial Parliament. the
peaple of this Pravince have for a long series of \'r?urs’com-
plained by respectful petitions of the intolerable abuses
\\1-111-::!1 poison their existence and paralyse their industry.
Far froni considering our humble prayers, aggression has
followed aggression, until at length we seem no longer to
belong to thic British empire for onr own happiness or p’ros-
perity, our freedom or the honor of the British crown or
people, but solely for the purpose of fattening a horde of
useless oi"ﬁ_c_i;_t!s, who not content-with eniovin;} salaries en-
ormously disproportioned to the duties of their offices. and
to the resources of the country, have combined as a faction
united by private interest alone, to oppose all reforms in the
Province, and to uphold the iniquities of a covernment ini-
mical to the rights and liberties of this colony.
Notwithstanding, the universally admitted justice of our
l]GIDEtl‘lC?S: and the wisdom and prudence of remedying our
cowplainuts, westill endure the misery of an irresponsible ex-
ecutive, directed by an ignorant and hypoeritical chief :—
our judges dependent for the tenure of their offico oﬁi?ihe
miere will and pleasure of the crown ; for the most phrfthe
violent partisans of a corrupt administration, have become
more cor_p_ple’tely the tools and mercenaries of the execultve
by adopting the wages of their servility, in gross violation
of every principle of judicial independence, from foreion
authority, without the intervention of the people to who}}:;
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through their representatives, belongs the sole right qtdvu-
ting the salaries of their public servants; the office h_ol“ ers
of the province devour our revenues in salaries so eyuwa;
gant as lo deprive us of the funds requisiie for the Senera:
improvement of the couttry, whereby our public wm_i\.s are
arrested, and the navigation of o%r rivers continue obstitet-
ed ; a legislative council appointed by nien 1.'(.'81'(1(‘,]11: three
thousand miles from this country, and s3:s!emul_1c;|lly‘com-
posed so as to thwart and oppose the efforts of our freely
chosen representatives in all measures for the J.-l‘!:l!ll?thll 1-01
the public good, after continuing unchanged daring the
present adminstration, thereby depriving the country "ol
the advantages of domestic legislation has at length been
modified in a manner iusulting to all classes of society, dis-
graceful to morality, and to the nnmInlu‘IlLTn of zl.m ms_p‘(ilcf
and confidence of all partes in that branch of the legisla

ture, by the iutroduction of men for the most part 11<}t0r10u_s.
only for their neapacity, and remarkable alone for U)eul
political insignificance, thus making evident even to demon-
stration, to all, whatever may be their preconceived opl;l—
ions the propriety and urgent necessity of 1m|‘t_jdu<:1.ugdnei'
principle of election into that bady, as the only meli_m_. o

enabling the Provineial Legislature to proceed beneficially
to the despatch of public business.

: Qur 11'1E)micipuli]ties are utterly destroyed ; the conmr_n'.
parts of this province,as a disgraceful exception to the 0:.1.1911
parts of this continent, are totally deprived of all [_Ji.)wel .ot’
regulating, in a corporate capacity, t[‘l(?l-l' local affn_us, thro

freely elected parish and township officers; the rising gene-
ration are deprived of the blessings of education, the prima-
1y schools which provided for the instruction of fifty thou-
sand children having been shut up by the Legislative
Council, a body hostile to'the progress of‘nsei_nl_ knowledge,
and instigated in this act by an Kxecutive 1;1311110&:{{01!13
spread of general information among the peopie. The Je-
suit’s College, founded and endowed by the provident gov-
ernment which colonized this Province for the encourage-
ment and dissemination of learning and the sciences there-
in, has, with a barbarism unworthy _the ritlers ofja ci vlllz_e_zd
state—disgraceful to the age in which we live, and unpar-
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alleled even among the Goths and Vandals, been converted

into, and is still retained, as a barrack for soldiery, whilst

the funds aud property devoted to the support of this and
similar institutions have been, and continue to be, squan-
dered and mal -administered for the advantage of the favor-
ites, creatures and tools of the government. Qur citizens
are deprived of the benefits of impartially chosen juries,
and are arbitrarily persecuted by the Crown officers, who,
to suit the purposes of the vindictive government of which
they are the creatures, have revived proceedings of an ob-
solete character, precedents for which are to be found only
in the darkest pages of British history. Thus, our judicia-
ry being sullied by combined conspiracies of a wicked Fx-
ecutive, slavish' judges, partizan law officers, and political
sheriffs, the innocent and patriotic are exposed to be sacrifi-
ced, whilst the enemies of the country, and the violators of
all law, are protected and patronised according as it may
please the administration to crush and destroy, to save and

protect, Our commerce and domestic industry are para-
lysed; our public lands alienated, ata nominal price, te a
company of speculators, strangers to the country; or be-
stowed upon insolent favorites as a reward for their SyCo~

phancy : our money extorted from us without our consent,
by taxes unconstitutionally imposed by a foreign Parlia-

ment, to be afterwards converted into an instrument of our

degradation by being distributed among a howling herd of
officials, against our will, without our participation, and in
violation of all the principles of constitutional law.

In the midst of their horiest and unwearied efforts to
procure a redress of the foregoing grievanees, our fellow
citizens, have been insolently called upon, to give an ac-
count of their conduct for attending public meetings, for
which they were responsible to no individual, least of all
to the person whom chance or ministerial patronage may
place for a season at the head of our Provincial govern-
ment. Qur citizens have been harrassed and annoyed by
dismissals, because they vindicated the rights of thiscoun-
try, like American freemen. And as an index of further
intended aggression, armed troops are being scattered in
time of profound peace throughout the country, with the
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presumptuous and wicked design ofrestricting by physieal
force thie expression of public opinion, and of" completing
by violence and bioodshed our slayery and ruio, already
determined beyond the seas.

Such an aggression as this might justify tiie recourse; on
the part of an outraged people, to all and every means to
preserve the last of their insulted privileges—the right to
complain, = But thanks to the blindness of the aggressors,
the wickedness of the measure will be providentiaily neu-
tralised by its folly. "L'he regiments about to be quartered
among us are composed of men sprung from and educated
with the democracy of their country. They for the most
part entered on their present profession, not from choice,
but because they could not find any other employment in
their native land. Instead of being stimulated to good ‘con-
duct by the hope of promation ; too poorly paid, they are
exposed to every sort of petty tyranny, and if* a marmar
eseape their lps, they are subjected like the bonded slave,
to the ighoble punishment of ithe lash. Contrasting this
hard fate with the freedom, content, employment and high
wages to beobtained in the Unifed States, and certain that
the inhabitants of these counties lying near and bordering
upon the lines will not impede the efforts which these sol-
diers may malke to emigrate to the neighboring republie, it
will become morally impossible to keep in her majesty’s
Province, whilst scattered in detachmeunts, the men who
are' now about to be the vile instruments of our slavery and
their own dishonor.

The long and heavy chain of abuses and oppressions,
under which we suffer, and to which every vear has only

added a more galling link, prove that our history is more

than a recapitulation of what other colonies have endured
before us. Our grievanees are a second, but a far more
bulky edition of their suffering. Our petitions for relief are
the same. Like theirs, they have been treated with scorn
and contempt,and have brought down on the petitioners but
additional ontrageand persecution. Thus the experience
of the past demonstrates the folly of expecting justice from
European authorities. =

- Dark and unpromising as may be the present prospect of
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this our beloved country, we are encouraged by the public
virtues of our fellow citizens, to hope that the da I:Jf our
regeneration is not far distant.  The Imperial qu%iam'ent
has-'derued us redress, and the Canadian authorities treat
us as serfs; they laugh at our calamity—we will mock
when their fear cometh. The example of ’76 is before ys:
the shades of the political martyrs of that day im-'oice usltso,
union and action. The means of our regeneration fro
foreign bondage are in onr hands. There s no ﬂiterrnti\lrxr:
buta tame, unmanly submission, or a bold and virrc;r(m«;
assertion of our rights as freemen. Brothers in aﬁlﬁ;tibn}
whatever be your origin, lauquage or religion, to whom e—'
qual laws and rights are dear, whose hearts have throbbed
with indignation whilst witnessing the innumerable insults
to which your country has been exposed, and who have
been justly alarmed while pondering over the sombre futub
Ity preparing by mismanagement and cm'rnpli;‘;u for this;
Provinee and our posterity—in the name of that country
and of the rising generation, now havino no hupe but i:yl
you, we call upon you to assume; by syé?emiilic’: ofvanisé-'
ton . your several townships and parishes, that ﬁ"(}siﬁou
which can alone procure your deliverance “from the bane
ful domination of the mother country.” Tet (Jon'ill'li;tee;
of Vigilance be at once put in active operation throuchout
your respective neighborhoods. Withdrawine all %an}ii
dence from the present administration. and from such '1;
will be so base as to accept office under ‘it, torthwith assét;1
ble in your parishes and elect pacificator magistrates ilft(";
t_he-fxample_ot your brother reformers in thezouuty of the
lwo mountaius, in order to protect the people at once fro
useless and improvident expense, and from the vencr’e{mflzn
of ‘their enemnies. Our youhg men, the hope of ourbc:au !e.
try; should every where organise therselves afier the 'l': 5
of their brothers; % The Sons of Liberty” in Montréa? ‘ig
order that they may be prepared to aet With promiptitude
and effect, as circumstances may ré&‘x’j‘ire'; nn'd.thé)i"h’rav:

~militiamen, who by their blood and valor twice preserved

this country for ungrateful rt i '

) ) g tlers, should af once asso-
ciate together, under officers of their owr'l'c%éo'i'ce for‘tshe
security of good order, and the protection of life and pro-
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perty in their respective localities. Thus prepared, colo-
nial liberty may haply yet be preserved.

In this hope, & depending for disenthralment from the mis-
rule under which we now groan. on the providence of God,
whose blessing on our disinterested labors we humbly im-
plore ; relying on the love of liberty which the free air and
jmpreguable fastnesses of America should inspire In the
hearts of the people at large, and upon the sympathy of our
democratic neichbors, who will never consent that the
principles for which they successfully struggled in the
eighteenth, shall, in our persons, be trampled in the dust m
the nineteenth century.

We, the delezates of the confederated counties, here pub-
licly register the solemn and determined resolution of the
people whom we represent, to carry inte effect, with the
least delay possible, the preceding disiderata, and never
to cease their patriotic exertions, until a cheap respousible
system of governnent is procured. We, therefors, invite
our fellow citizens of both Provinces, to unite their efforts
with oursin the great and glorious cause of giving freedom
to our commomn conntry.

[Signed.] DWOLFRF)ID NELSON, Pres't.
J. S. DrorLeT, .
F. C. DuverT, § V.Presidents.

A. Girod,

J. P. Boucher, Belleville,

On the adoption of the above, sixty-seven magistrates re-
signed their commissions for the peace, and one hundred
and twenty-six officers of the militia returned their com-
missions to the Civil Secretary of the Lower Province—
the militia bacams disorganised in these confederated coun-
ties. Immediately succeeding these events, 2 great reform
meeting was held in Oaldand, U. C. on#Thursday Nov. 2,
wherein the following resolution was adopted :

« Resolved. That we sympathise with the safferings of
our Lower Canada hrethren, and view with abhorrence
and dissust the knavish resolutions of Lord John Russell.

which would rob a whole people to pamper a horde of
rathless officials ; we appland and admire the exertions of
Hon. L. J. Papineau and the reformers of the Lower Pro-
L

Secretaries.
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vince, to rescue themselves from the ranks of a ruthless
b_Ioo%thn‘sty party, who, under the assumed name of “Bri.
tish,” wonld perpetrate oppression, and rejoice in the degra-
dation of the human race ; that we approve of the Declara-
tion of the reformers of Toronto, and do adopt the senti-
;mﬁt?'lhf[mm cogtained as our sentiments, and wifl con-
end for the sacred principle ibe justice, at

o Sgcr})f'li él;il}ples of liberty and justice, at what-

14




CHAPTER XVIIL

A Review of ithe causes which led to the Insurrection in Lower Canada,
by the Hon. L. J. Papineau

Sixteen years ago I complained to Lord Bathurst, then
Colonial Secretary, in accents of keenly felt grief, how
heavy was the yoke, how humiliating the condition of our
Colonial servitude. He agreed with me in opinion, in some-
what the following terms. I give this conversation because
it throws great light on the political views, on the secret
apprehensious and hopes of England. _

] agree,” said Lord Bathurst to me, “thatfor continen-
tal possessions the population of whieh doubles in a few
years the system of government of which you complain
can for those subject to it, be only a period of stormy trans-
ition, of sickly change to be followed by bright days, an
early organization of political existence and national inde-
pendence. I even believe that the period of suffering will
be short for you, French Catholics ruled by, English Pro-
testants, yours, 1t must be acknowledged, is a forced, un-
natural position. You are too far from England properly
to appreciate her, ana too near the United Staies of Ameri-
¢a not to be dazzled with their deceitful prosperity. 1 ask
you then for five and twenty years of patient resignation.
Before the end of that time, however, I as a statesmen for-
see and foretell a violent separation of the different parts of
the American Confederation. England will then be pre-
pared to grant to those Colonies which will have remained
faithful toher, both independence and institutions superior
to those at present based on the Federal compact. Demo-
cracy, disengaged from all counterpoise, would finally be-
come impetuous and bring about a state of anarchy, whilst
it would be the best government possible tempered with a
hereditary magistracy, the perpetual existence of which
would be guarantied in all its splendor and force by means

of hereditary peerages and entaiis. It is well understood
that the British government would invest such honors in

-

PAPINEAU’S REVIEW. 163
influential men such as you, sir, if they would asree to lend
themselves to such a wise arrangement. 5

“In giving your supportto this plan, and in persnading
your countrynren to receive it cordially, you would hasten
for your country the era ot happiness and power. Wealthy
English families favorable to hereditary mstitutions, and
rich families of the United States at present disousted 1
consequence of the feeble influence which the .asgendancy
of Democracy has left them, would be attracted thither.——
You would, on the other hand find in influential families
as well within as out of the Province, the material from
which to constitute a strong government, which would
contract with us an alliance offensive and defensive similar
to that which binds Portugal to England. Thus you would
have nothing more to fear from your ambitions neighbors.
‘They are already too formidable, and capable, if possessed
of the resources of Canada, thouch small, in addition to
their own, of effecting British supremacy on the ocean.
Now if ever England should descend to the rank ofa third.
rate power, it would be a misfortune to humanity ; for with
nstitutions so perfect as her’s, and a supremacy generally
recognized, England. is, on the continent, the mainstay of
every oppressed people, on whose representation absolute
governments have often been arrested in their tyrannical
projects.

“ A great struggle is on the eve of commencing on all
points of Continental Europe between two inimieal princi-
ples. On the one hand, the love of liberty which may be-
come intractable and turbulent among a people yet unpre-
pared to receive it; on the other hand, a settled repugnatce i
crowned heads to concede reforms which the?r promi-
ised in a moment of terror caused by the prisoner of St.Hel-
ena, Now, England would be the powerful moderator,
called on to prevent the repetition of these scenes of blood,
despotism and impiety already enacted by that revolu-
tionary France whom it would have been necessary to
degrade below the rank of nations, had she not accepted
the Restoration, the only bond of reconciliation, the only
guarantee for repose, after the usurpation of the French,
throne by the ambitious soldier who lately occupied it.
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«The example of the United States is an obstacle to the
realization of these plans. 1 know well that those areen-
thusiasts, unacquainted with the management of business,
who are excited in favor of that American demagogueism,
which like a rope of sund, is destined to fail to pieces on an
early day. But, notwithstanding,; their writings make dis-
ciples—they foment bad passions, and enlist men of noth-
ing for the destruction of the superior classes 1n rank and
fortune. And I confess to you,that all these cries of ‘chieap
government,” of« ‘exclusive sovereignty of the peopley after
the American model,would give us a great deal of uneasiness
did we not clearly see that, war being one of the instinets
unfortimately natural to man, there are causes which will
soon exeite it in the United States—bring into collision the
different parties to the confederation, and oblige them for
their own protection to have larger armies and stronger in-
stitutions.” :

Itold Lord Bathurst that my Utopia differed from his,
and that it appeared to me both more desirable and easier
to be realized—that the American Confederation would be
for the fature one and indivisible—that it seemed to me pro-
ceeding rather towards strength and augmentation than to-
wards mutilation and impuissance—that on the day of our
Independence the right of citizenship and freedom of trade
between Quebee and New Orleans, between Florida and
Hudson’s Bay would secure for the Canadas an indefinite
but long period of peace, of trinmphs over nature, of pro-
gress in moral and political science and 1n arts, with sov-
reignity for each state under the protection of Congress
who could not be a tyrant, having neither subjects nor col-
onies, and possesing no authority except in questions of
peace and war and trade with other nations. 1 added that
sneh advantages were too vast, and too manifest to permit
Ganada to suffer herself to be inveigled into offensive and
defensive alliances with England against America. As to
the defay of twenty-five years fixed by his Lordship, that
it would certainly be shortened by the partiality of the me-

tropolis, the unskilfulness of its selections, and the prove-
eations of its agents.

PAPINEAU'S REVIRW. 165

Lord Bathurst promised reforms. None have heen ef.
fecrted though the time is passed by : |
B - [ . - T =3 :
resl hte mitimate friend of a greabmany of my brother Rep-
entatives, honored by the esteem *and confidence of all
3

msomuch as they have for twenty years, often unanimous-

ly, always by large majorities elevated me to the Speaker

shipof the House of Assembly, I am intimately ac u-iinleci
with all that oceured in Canada up to the moment \gh:*n th

troubles broke out: I am acquainted withyall the -aéliorie
and opinions of twenty-five of my colleagues and (;fl 1 .
promitent citizens, some of whom Have suffered death 'd:]i'y
ers of whom, have, like nie, had, asgit were, a ric; q’e? %
their heads, and been, like me, driven il'lfO’E‘TﬂE‘ Jw?th 011
trial, or closely confined. often unaceused nl;\-"n-',s wit] i

being confronted with their accusers, and ::ﬁer\;ﬁrdq l_1b03u't
ategl‘r.mtricd:l although urgently demanded ver"':'tl’\- ot i
wriing, a trial either from the bload sinirled di:t';gziroél§l
P_nrnﬂ;‘m' from the more hollow hearted but not las; j d{') L
tive dictater, Darham. For were they not all ;u‘;n '[Ct
from thel same punishment? They were all onilt 1efntI}1g
same crime.  Their virtues were dear to their I’ellg i
zeus; odious to their foreign op.pres-sm's. g

1 MW I tIBj\ 1 I - ernn Lt

at none of us had prepare i :
forseen’ armed resistance. Rut IIE::;p;;:'i}:?s;S;;?dif 1:137(?::1
l.eunuvu?d to rob the |n'.nvince of its revenue and of its ;‘epre:
sentative system. 1t had determined to devote us, so

to death and others to exile. Tt was with that ‘;ir‘w:LI;' tm'e
proclaimed martial law and caused citizens to bo tri 3:1 bIE
courts martial for acts' which some weels before % h'y
udrmtte;d could not furnish a plea for any :u:;:n‘:"m'odJ H’I‘d{*1
necessity of creating courts martial it founded o'nn'tl -'hb
posmlbmt¥ of obtaining sentences of death from civil Ttirl];t?
nals!  Thus again has the executive power put inro-.,-ope:

ration against innocent men, in support of il understood
metropolitan interests, inhuman tribunals which itself :
kn owledged it had not the right to authorise N
then, that all provocation has proceeded. e
Among the actors in this bloody tracedy tHere is not ope

who re¢ ' is
ho regrets ha;:igg attempted resistance; and among their

Tis from it,
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fellow citizens there is not one i_n--*&-l_l&o_i_ls:}nd who 'repro?c;llli
es them withehaving so done. _There is 1n the heartsof a
only «deep regret that the_m\' resistance has' {hegn]u usuﬁ;:-?fsi-t
ful, mingled at the same time, with an ardent 1Jc»pelt i;nm
may be attempted again and that it way _S.'UCCeE’('.d i
that: the insurrection had been 11nla\\{1lu_l,bi}t-we ha I,BS[,) ?e :
not to have recourse to it yet. This s what our papers
which it had seized, told a govermuent which calumniates
i der rosecute, : )
m\o’\}ﬁiil t10r11)1153\"€3 this declaration it is nierely to cs&'.hllfl}
historieal truth and by no means to 1‘ep:1fli:llcllllf: 111?1;11 FLE
ponsibility of resistanceto a power at ) JeE uﬁa.lluf&.i L ‘ul,‘»a{l,lbel
rights of mankind—at” war also against l‘l(‘;, 1ma lfega ?;
birthright of British subjects” as the Juris -(:ﬂlls.‘.iﬂ'|l‘8flj(l Ten
Britain say—expressions which are tI}OC]xCl‘}T. as. (.lflaf; te-
gards the colonies, and invented to procure for Br{xugl ar 13{;
tocrats Spartan pleasures—that, for example, of : 11111}111',_,
the Helots of Irelana, of Canada, of Jamaica and of ql nel!r
toreign possessions,every time the serfs inhabiting Fhe_m. o o
ject {0 being tythed, ground and taxed without pity or mer-
Cyi clearly understand the satred functions of the h]stc:rmg.
Well understood they exclude all that is not truth. L I-_Eluta{,;c
impious is British tyrranny that even lllldt{l‘.lh(: : :;1 :chi?;-
its poisonous influence, and of its stifiing embr m:tds, the e -
torian of the Canaduscaunotte!!everylhmgdong mmg: El
military occupation of those pillaged, burnt a_nd d.ecm,alef
provinees.  For power has abandoried 1{5@[{1!1&3_{0 to sluc !
orgies that it is drunl, 'Tell it of its crimes: far fi om a )m.]_-
doning them, it plunges deeper and (_IE!(-'}.'JI-‘,I‘,I Q:ld IEPOS.ES fm..
ly to pass quekly frorn torpor to the fury of _drl_jn_ emillesf_i
to redouble its blows on the country where it ha!c;'s.nl f .l.n‘r.
is universally hated. " Tell it the names ol men .-{Ht il da
their country—you are an informer who pp.-n]_ll.e C ‘téln‘g(;clm:;
— a ferocious spectator who cin;_:;-.s?-- llus tl:md in order tha
istians may be thrown to wild beasts. _
eh{ﬁ::l‘:;:sthesé circumstances: facts and public documents
well known in America, unlmov.m3 or wh::t is worse, mufi-
lated in Eurepe, canonly be cited. 'The Brms__li g:)hv-
ernment has, in fact, taken care to: put: in prison with the
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editors and printers, all the types and printing presses which
were not for sale.  All that 1t did not eram into dungeons
4t bought up—and' doubtless to guide the Tmperial Parlia-
ment as to the plans for the future government of Canada—
to enlighten public opinion in England, and through it, to
edity the world on the virtues of the goveming and the in-
gratitude of the governed, it moulded these raw materials,
purchased men and types, into pages ol contemporaneous
history. 'The Means being known, the object is revealed.
Through the English press, you have Jearned only official
lies. g ¢

It is no longer my businessto besthe accuser of. the Brit.
ish governnient, that has been my duty for thirty years of
my public life. That government itself has confessed its
own guilt in the hundred and twenty folio pages which
Lord Durbam has just pu blished. ~ 8ystematic corruption,
shameless peculations, antipathies against the people, re-
volting examples of irresponsibility in the public agents,
plunder of the public domain ; nothing is wanting in the
picture of Cunadian misery—a picture so hideous that its
duplicate cauuot be furnished except in the history of an-
other British possession—Ireraxn.  Yet the author has
uniformly softeried down his aceusations against the power
of which he is the organ, whose leaden seeptre over the
colonies he would still preserve by means so pitiable that
they destroy his reputation as a statesman.

Lord Durham, anxious to prove that his favorite Saxon
race is alone worthy of commanding, has falsely painted it
in flatteritig colors, and shaded in the blackest ground the
moek portrait which he drew of the French Canadians—
3ut despite of this vile partiality, T refer with confidence
Impartialreaders to his sinoular report; well convineed that
they will come to the' conclusion that the Candians have
no justice to expeet from England—that submission must
be for them disgrace and demh——h'xd'ependence on the con-

trary a prineiple of resurrection and life. It would be
more—it would be the restoration of the French reputation
terribly eompromised in America by the shameful treaty of
Paris of 1763 —by the proscription en masse of more than
20,000 Acadians hunted from their homesteads—finally by
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the fate of 600,000 Cavnadians ruled during eighty years
with uriceasing injustice—to-day decimated;to-morrow con-
demned to political inferiority out of hatred to their Frenchs
origin. - : _

Correct when it accuses those in power, false when it ac-
cuses the people, Lord Durham’s report:will serve also to
prove that Canddian Independence is an eventin the in-
terest alike of old as of new Irance, and ol importance to
the whole human race, With this view Iishall here give
on analyses of that work which it is moreover essential to
be acquainted swith in auder to appreciate the morality of
the facts which I intend to relate. .

«During a long timey? says the report. “the Canadians
have been excluded from dll participation of power ; all the
offices of trust and emolument have been vested exclusively
in strancers of English origin. _ ‘

“Till within a very fewyears this exclusion wus accom-
panied by an insolence which was Lh.c more nw‘.)llmg. to a
setsitive people than the monopoly of power and profit.

“The races had becowme ehiemies ere a tardy justice was
extorted (by the Canadians); and even theu the government
discovered a mode of distributingits patronage among
the Canadians which was quite as offensive to that people
as their previous exclusion. ‘ ‘

“Never again will the present generation of I'rench Ca-
nadians vield a loyal submisson to a British government :
never again will the English population tolerate the author-
ity of a House of Assembly in which the Frenchshall pos-
sess ol even approximate to a majority.

“The militia, on which depends the main defence of the
province against external enemies, is completely disorgan-
ised. The atterpting to arm oremploy it would he merely
arming the enemies ofthe government.

«In 1833 the number of immigrants who landed at Que-
bee amounted to 52,000. In 1838 it did not amount to
5000. Insecurity begins to be felt by the loyal inhabitants
iu the seigniories sorthat many of them are obliged to quit

their occupations and seek refuge in the cities.

“No consideration can any longer overpower among the
Canadians a feeling which absorbs all m!_wers——-lha-:l; of ha-
tred against the English. To assuage their vengeance and
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enjoy a monientary triumph they are ready to submniit 1o
any yoke—fo aid any enemy. The ancient anttipathy
gagainst the Americans has terminated. An Awerican in-
vading army may rely on the co-operation of almost the
entire French population of Lower Canada.

On the other hand, “‘every measure of clemency or even
justice towards their opponents they [the British] regard with
jealousy, for they feel that being a minority any return to the
due course of constitutional government would again subject
them to a French majority; and to this T am persuaded they
would never peaceably submit, _

But “the hostility of races [is] palpably sufficient (o account
for all the evils which have c¢ffected Lower Canada, inasmueh
as nearly thie same results have been exhibited among the ho-
mogenous population of the other Provinces. Lower Canada,
or the two Canadas, have not alone exhibited repeated confliets
between the executive and popular branches of the Legislature.
The representative body of Upper Canada was before the late
election hostile to the policy of the guvernment; the most seri-
ous discontents have only recently been calmed in Prince Ed-
ward’s Island and New-Brunswick; the government is still in
a minority in Nova Scotia; and the dissensions of Newfound-
land arve hardly less violent than those of the Canadas. It
may fairly be said that the natural state of government in all
these Colonies is that of collisién between the Executive and
the Representative body.

A state of things so different from the working of any sue-
cessful experiment of representative government appeats to.
indicate a deviation from sound constitutional principles . . . .
When we examine into the system of government in these
Colonies it would seem as if the object of those by whom
it was established had been the combining of apparently popu-
lar institutions with an utter absence of all efficient control of
the people over their rulers, Representative assemblies were
established on the basis of a very wide, and in some cases, al-
most universal snfirage; the annual meetings of the bodies was
secured by positive enactment, and their attributes were local-
ly nearly as extensive as those of the English House of Com-
mons. - At the same time the Crown almost entirely relied on
its territorial resources . . . . for carrrying on the government
without securing the assent of the representative body eith-
er to its policy, or to the persons by whom that policy was ta
be administered, e AN
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= v evi 3
v In Lower Canada from the moment the Assc m.lb.)1 cf«mccld
any inelination to make use of its powers it found itseif 11;‘ (.(;
lision with the Lxecutive, and the pracfical working c; 11%
Assembly commenced by its principal leaders bemg::nrmd\nlt
into prisatl. In the course of time, however, the g{J‘iLfnmf(I.‘ :
was induced, by ifs necessities, to accept li.le .L\.St.G(.‘II.lll y 1; 01 L[I
to raise an additional reyenue by fresh taxes and thus the lat-
Wwioh o A - . Ir_ z : % n-
ter acquired & certain control og'gi the levying and appropri
T t . 1 TEVE n 1832,
tion of the public revenue b : s 8 :
The Asa&-.mb[v after it had obtained the recognition of 1lst
rights was not more respected than before. +ilt ‘could re]I;c
-bi%ls grant or refuse supplies, but it could exercise no in lu.
runce’ in the nomination of a single servant of the Crown.  In-
deed, instances are not wanting in which a mere _hp;ghty tcz
ihe ,majorily of the Assembly elevated the most incompeten
yersous to posts of honor and trust. Laws passed :-\“e}] nl?pe.n:
ti;d conflicts, had to be carried into effect by those who had most
strenuously opposed then. ' : - -
A Go{ergﬁr arriving in a_country in which he almns[t‘m
variably has no previous acquaintance, is conl pf}ll](,:rl lf_; throw
himself almost entirely upon those whom he finds m__‘[_) acc..'th
e is generally brought thereby into immediate collision \101re
“the other parties in the country, and thereby th m'“f](]‘modzl .
cumpléte dependence upon the ofﬁcxél-l Earty and nh'nlllfl'r;st.ﬁ;l;
Forti ' ions and the common inte
Fortified by family connections a 0y :
by all who held, and all who desired SU]JO!'(.]IHAIB nﬁices,. ihlz;t
fof'ﬁcial] party was thus erected lrlito a soltigl ;Ht]d I::?nn:]ear?sus
olled ibility, subjeet to s
trolled by no respounsibility, ) : i
T e oY t of the Province
' , exercis rer the whole governmen i
change, exercising ove! : : Sl
gt srly inde ent of the people and its rep
an authority utterly independ pLe, 210 T
sentatives, }aud possessing the only means of m{luun?mg e‘ftlll;‘.;
the government at home, or the colonial representatives o
Crown, -5
«The opposition of the Assembly 10\%1}91 govc_ll;_n_lnger:\tl;:ncsuiid
idable res i tem. . .. Whennothing else
unavoidable result of this sys : S
attain its end of altering the policy or the CU!TTI{]UE;I{“;)“O(J[‘I ?:,-
Colonial government it had recourse to that !uhlln;a El;?qnce '(‘a‘r'
i 10 rbear;
) ive power to which the more prudent to !
N b i Touse of Commons in Eng-
s never driven the House of Com
the Crown has never driven ) g
land, and endeavored to disable the whole machine of govern
T ; = :
il e f supplies. ;
ment by a general refusal o v
uTh::: ngis]aii\'e Council [the secon(i] b'randci:_ oli' 1‘1’1: ;Z?:]sg
e i tainly be admitted to haye be .
ture is thus named] must certa _ | T
composed as to giye it no weight with the people or with the
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representative body, on which it was meant (o be a check. The

majority was always composed of members of the party which

seonducted the execuative government, and was practically hard-

Iy any thing but a veto in the hands of the public function-

dres.

“There is in it [the Province] literally no power which orj-
ginates and conduets the executive government. The Goy-
ernory it is said, represent the sovereign, butl be is in fact a
mere subordinate officer receiving his orders from the Secre-
tavy of State; and responsible to him for his econduct!

It has been the tendensy of the local government to settlo
every thing by reference to the Colonial Department in Dowp-
ing street, where it is next to impossible to have anysufficient
information; and the colony has, in every crisisof danger,
and almost every detail of loeal government felt the mischief
of having its exccutive authority exercised on the other side of
the Atlantic. . . . The repeated changes [of ministry] caused
by political events at home, having no connection with colonjal
affairs, have left to most of the various representatives of the
Colonial Department in Parliament too little time to aequire
even an elementary knowledge of the condition of thosa nume-
rous and heterogencous communities for which they have both
to administer and to legislate. . . . Since 1827 there have been
not less than eight Colontal ministers, and the policy of each

successive statesman has been more or less marked by a differ-
ence from that of his predecessor, . .. The more important bu-
siness of the government was carried o, not in open discus-
sions or public acts, but in a secret correspondence hetween
the Governor and the Secretary of State, Whenever this
mystery was dispelled it was long after the worst effects had
been produced by doubts and misapprehension, T

““The first want of a people is an efficient administration of
justice. * =® Now it is a lamentable fact which must
not be concealed that there doos not exist, in the minds of the
people of this Province, the slightest confidence in the admin-
istration of criminal justice.

As for Justices of the Peace, ““the institution has ‘become
unpopular among the Canadians, owing to their genoral belie f
that Jt’ha appointments had been made with a party or national
bias.

“T am grieved to be obliged to remark that the British gov-
ernment has, since its possession of this Province, done. or
even attempted nothing for the promotion of general education.

fu
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| i s3its? i : art of the prop-=
il * # % Tt has applied the Jesuits? esmlcsﬁ, P 1 spgc]i)es Ef
i  arty destined for purposes of education, to tb{]pp 3?5 Lit ol
| ?un}d for seeret service, and for a nulmbei oeg‘lgil}, e
= { ( : | ‘ o ’ I
- tained . an obstinate struggl.c u;r,llh the
i this mis: tion. . :
nue this misappropriatic £ | e
Il CQH'U S Ll -‘Culm'-ics in which the population is ur i ‘
| SHeEg e ' Seotia and New Brunswiclk,
I and altogether Bngl ish, Noyu b(lzall\il d[?i-l et s
i ormerly stitiited French Acadia, anc
which [ormerly cons . e
\:Erd’s Island, originally the [sland of Saint John, p
| el g 'NE ittle uc-
: COH'!IT ir varied and ample resources are turned to “f
LT R lation exhibits, in most portions of
I ., Their scanty popula ; : g8t pniongioh
| S spect of poverty, backwardness and stagnation; an
| e “thines ts visible, the improvement Is
% wherever a better state of things s visible, ADple s
'|il gencr-liiy to be ascribed to the mﬂuix of f&me;):,l‘v QI;ccl‘tc]e 8
| ; Seotl ibi 1ielancholy s i
: italists y in exhibits the v y spectacte:
apitalists. Nova acol ) 2 Blied
. ?'11?; the tenements abandsned and land E’.“'e&ll.} whut}an %ars
ti; dcmv' Lands that were pul-ci\.a-sedfrt.m;yr prsﬂe };t:;hr'ee
By : ared for s
ago at five shillings an acre, are now o kel
S Lniin 52 * 'Prince Bdward’s are permitting
15 hillings 'he people of Pri SR
(0N ake out of their hands all their valuable fis
- Americans to take s o Nt s e
I i k W A aprLal. !
- vies Lrom sheer want of edf . L
! s L* sost settled on the North Ametiean cont 2
I among. the J".‘_Iﬂ{.’&.-sl. s
r contain nearly el
' ighest, ore than 363,/
I ted at the highest, Mnll;otc:u"";‘ 50l
i opulation amounts only to 27,01 g il
=54 F{«V hat & contrast is afforded along the w
inous frontiey! i : e
m%onu?he American side all is nctavstyTalld bué-”cl;-ll-[[ﬁz-za:wﬁ.
w’étii-th and progressive civilization, I\um;:::mfh ,mi.“é '-';i"f}};s,
taining numerous fleets; good houses, warehouses, ! td,s’)ﬁng
v"'li'lu-ggé, towns, and even great cities, are almost see |
out of the desert. '
On the British side of the line . . .
|
desolate! el
That painful but nn;_lcu:!u.bllc, 1111 1:1‘1\1|m]0 ook bR
istric rouch which the w , L ! :
L R, The difference in the price ot

_ { acres. and o, population, estimas
30,000,000 of acres, and a,popu i [This

all seems waste and

is most manifest in the

aration passes for 4,000 miles. e Bl
land, amounts, in not a few parts of this onfers 0 e
as a' thousand per cent, and in some c;n;%: mfd W g
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shire, close to the line, is five dollars per acre, and in the ad-
Joining British Townships [of Lower Canada] only one dollar,
., Bmigrants from Great Britain, instead of remaining in the
Colonies, fly in numbers to the Staftesy and s‘the enfire popula-
tion of Upper Canada, which should now have been 500,000,
1s in consequence “*not over 400,000 souls.” The emigrants
to Noya Scotin and New Branswick aci in the same way, —
They generally proceed to the United States, as there is not
suflicient encouragement for them in these Provinces, Many
of the old Colonists fallow their example.

Such are the lamentable results of the political and social
evils which have so long harrgssed the Canadas; and at this
moment we are obliged to adopt immediate measures against
dangers so alarming as are rebellion, foreign invasion and de-
population, in consequence of the desertion en masse of
ple reduced to despair.”

Here we have British government portrayed by itsell. Such
is the flattering sketch of the condition to which those Colonies
have been reduced, by an arrogantaristocracy, which sets itsell’
up as.a model of wisdom and k:mw]c-:dge for nations to study
and imitate in order to learn how to govern themselyves.

Lhis Lord Darham who has signed the report containing the
cutting, though -modifiad, aceusations which we have Just read,
is one of the most eminent heads of that aristocracy; and -
thing i3 bettey adapted to show how artificial and hallow is the
social system o Hagland. than the reputation for capacity, ig-
telligence, and liberality which this ienorant despot has usurp-

. ' . E’ - .
ed. His pretended rare talents, his pretended high virtues have
been the plea for all parties in P

arliament to unite i his favor,
andio invest im with a Dictatorship, as if there was not the
remotest chadee of his abusing it.  Yet in less than onie tonth
after' he  bad engerly ssized this omnipotence which had diss
turbed mueh stronger minds, and corrupted much purer virtues
than, his, be'dishonored himsols by pronouncing infamous pro-
sepiptions without inquiry aAgailst inhocent men. latwo monihs
he was disownell and censurad by Pacliament.. I'nthree maonths,
this wise envoy for n[!uying revolt, rebelled himsel {y andwith as
much discretion as:

a PE."O-

Sipetulence, threw up his commission, deserted
his post without leave {rom the: authority w

him, leaving that Diciatorship which s
to. the first soldiee of fortune whob
be in command in Canada,
T'wo instances will suffice to proy
15

hich had appointed
as created for liim alone,
¥ his rank should chance o

e how weak was the head,
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and wicked the hieart of a'man so unjustifiably flattered. He
who signed thie above quoted Report hadithe hardihood public-
ly to tell delegations from Canada, **lt will not be a hundred,
yeats, nor three hundted years—nay, nor a thotsand years,
hat shall witness: the separation of these Provinces from the
Metropolis. They ars one of the richest jewelsin the Crown, to
which they must be an eterpal dependence, and itis only to
aceomplish that object that [ have consented to «come hither
clothéd with ample powers to secure it If Lord Durham be-
lieved not what he said, was theve ever more shameless char-
latanism? I he were sincere, 1 ask himwasthereever more sensc
less verbiage, or more compléte ignoranee ol the clearest prinei-
ples of political economy and of i the consequences which must
flow from the separation of the old British North-American
Colonies?

Ttis said that this idol of the high and low in England is 2
Statesman of ‘no’ mean: calibres  His hired organs afiirm that
hie alonéis capable of preserving England from the bleady ea-
tastrophe with which-she is threatened,” To believe them, he
wants but the power - td- accowplish that marvellous pizce of
lracus pogus of firmly establishingria Eagland—even with the
consent of  the most hanghty and most powerful aristocracy
that ever oppressed the worll—apure Democracy by means or
relanbial Parlimments, quasi, uaiversal suifrage and vota by
batlot—and to efect, at the'same time, in atlithe British North
Anterican Colonies a pure despotisry and that with the consent
of Colonies where it-would be vain to seek for othersocial ele-
ments than principles of equality, or other active influences
than those afforded by the example and neighborhoed of the
United States of America. ~ Where then does this: man desggve

__.t_ci;'__'é'.:_.:%:!,'upy- the highest place—in tire Couacils of Stateior in

Bedlam?

The detailed history of Lord: Durham’s mission would ex-
posc a degree ol egotistical vanity almaost T':mrgdillﬂe. His snit
was composed exclusively of individuals full of vice and depra-
vity, but who were not sparing of Hatterys whilst'he indecent-
ly repulsed those honest men, who, on the faith of parliamens
tary eulogiums, approached to spesk to him on any other sub=:

I"'.fjé-cr- than himself, or ‘to bring him down from those giddy

h.e'i'gh‘m, where he was engaged in complacent reﬂei:li:‘;‘ns:bn
hi own merits, to a land of teats and sorrows.
[f those selections shocked even the indul

gent morality of

the House of Liords; what effoct they mustihave produced on

American society, so moral and austere?
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The same vanity which collected around Iuord Durham those
who adwministered to him the grossest incense, laid himvatithe
feet of - certain set of men'who had insulted him most grossly,
and whose praise he would obtain atall price. OFall those who
were hateful 1o the Canadians, none was so justly odious'as &
fellow by the name of Thom, the rabid editor of u vielent tory
paper, called the Montreal Herald, who for a series of years
dragged through the puddle the names of all the whigz ministers
and_ thatof Lord Durham in-particular. - The calumnious an-
eedotes contained in the John Bull newspaper were not suffi-
cignt 1o feed this fellow’s malignity. His private correspond-
ence, real or manufactured, paraded before: the public-eye the
well established or pretended shame of mostofthe leading men
of the liberal party, and an incredible volley of insults saluted
tie news of Lord Durham’s nomination which was applauded
by both whigs and mystified radicals in & manner that appears
tow rather strange. But the howlings of this Cerberus pitined
so acutely Lord Darham’s ears that he hastened to throw him
asoporific sop. A few weeks after the pompous landing of the
Viceroy, in return for bis insults, Adam "Dhom became his
Lordship’s adviser and messmate.  He who whilst writing uns .
der the daily and excessive stimulous of ardent spirits, on Eng-
lish politics, wasnothjng more than a violent partizan, became
a furious madman when he spoke of French Canadians. Goad-
ed by @ thirst for blood; his hate knew no bounds. For many
years were the columns of his paper defiled by insults against
the whole ‘body of that people, and by reiterated provocations
of assassination against the most popular representatives. in
sevoral viots which during four years had disturbed Montreal,
directed by British magistrates, agaiust citizens who either at
olections orin the Assembly had opposed the Exccutive, this
fellow had figured asa prominent leader. Were those violen-
ces cver repressed, or-their authors once sought for? No.
The soldiery at the disposal of the magistrates bathed our
towns in blood. Couris of justice were compelled'by foree to
forbid - tlie telatives of the victims: the exereise of the sacred
right of prese¢uting the guilty to conviction, and thesprosecu-
tion was'taken out of ‘their hands inorder to protect the mur-
derers by moek trial from punishment. - '

Adam Thom had organised the *“Darie Oluby” an armed so-
ciety, whose avowed object wds to exterminate the French'
Canadians, if the government should concede to their demands,

- an elective Legislative Council. Five months before his pro-

»
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motion to oﬁ_ice by Lord Durham, and whilst the risons w
still filled wu.h Canadians, he wrote as follows: [ &
“The punishment of the leaders, however agreecable it migl
be to the 'Bntz_sh inhabitants, would not make so dee éndmulg &
ful an 1mpression on the people as the sight of stran j:, I'nrmbe'v
s?-tlled on the fa}l‘m of each agitator in each parish. gThe si e[l?
-oh Ihf?f widow and crphan_haw!aing their wretchedness arnEnd
those wealthy houses of which they should be dispossessed
would hmfe a-good efiect.  We must not hesitate in tlge ex‘ezc-
tion of this project. Special Commissioners should be ins!antlll
named with instructions to terminate the trials of this hatch osi;
trailors at present in prison. [t is ridiculous to fatt ;'*fl 'S
all the winter for the gallows.” i
_ Such is the language in Canada of the press which is subsid
ized, not by astipulated sum, but by honors and ofﬁce‘skvlb}'f—
the government distribates and which such atcks if;Fa‘lll?ilfhl :
secure—-}—by subscriptions of the British officials, and by thii
dmeo;;?ﬂiiﬁncf{ advertisements and government notices of every
.Thls Thom, three months before Lord Durham’s arrival,
raised the death-cry against four hundred persons crmﬁm cf
into holes scarcely fitted to contain half the number’ He s;d'
that a government which would adjourn their trials'would :
hibita culpable hesitation—that if it was intended to ravisheifs-
prey (rom the Doric Club, the latter was able to do itself justice
in spite of prison walls or the soldiers’ bavonets—that th{a Club
could punish as well as protect—that it would erant only a
short de-fa_y, after which it would be seen that igts warnirfo's.
were not idle menaces. In fine; the frightful plot, hatched E?*
this demon and his associates acquired such an appearance tha)t
the gut_harmes thought proper to fortify the prisons by addition-
al works and double the doors. Such was the wreich whose
ire\élu[!}m career was familiar to every body in Canﬂda: whom
Bg:];rd! urham invited to his table, and seated &t his Council
In making a seiection as impradent as it was depraved, did
Liord Durham, sent ostensibly on'a mission of peace and ::on-

ciliation, prove traitor to his engagements, or was he only &

cheat intrusted with the continnance of : '
. a plan begun the pre-
gedmg year, probably by the Imperial governmeu%, uss-u-repdiy
y that of the Province, to drive the people to desperation. in

::orde; to _justif:y past excesses, or to afford a pretext for future
ones?  Be thisas it may, the Dictatoy so closely allied himself,
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even bafore his departure from England, through the interven-.

tion of his nephew, Mr, Edward Ellice, who acted on the ocea-
sion as go-between, with the old anti-Canadian faction in Loy
don, that immediately on 'his landing he put himselfl in:comm
nicationwith: their agents; those English mercbants at Quebee
and Monteeal, who had always preclaimed undying hatred to
the people of Cannda aud their representatives, It was they
who, sinee 1808, had concocted the tyrannical plan of govern.
ment [a union; of the: P rovinces] of which Lord Durham alone
assumes the disgraceful paternity. = In 1822 they were o0 the
point of surprising Parliament  out of a voie of ‘approbation in
favorof ity which was prevented only by the unforeseen oppo-
sition of the virtuons Sir James Mackintosh.

On this last mentioned occasion the systematic demoraliza~
tion of the British government developed itself more stupidly
and more unblushingly thanever.

Oneof its agents, the Under:Secretary of the Colonies, ex~
claimed in the House of Commons, “Makes haste; 1 beg of you.
and mdopt this bill: before thésed intcrested beeome acquainted
with it;: for it you-do.not; I predict that you will be importuned
by their complaints and oppesitions  We are informed thut the
great majority of the aeople vepudiate it.”’

Phis was what occurrad the following  vear.. The Union
Bill was disapproved of, and successfully opposed by a majori-
ty of the-peaple of the Canadas. . Selected as. bearer of -the
protesis of my fellow aitizens; 1 found, I must confess; on the
part of a tory ministry; conservative and absolutist as it pro:
fossed to bey ‘a kind reception and honorable deference. The
Union of the Canadds of whichd speakis now more adious,
mors universally reprobated than it was then. Yet Lord Dur-
ham—*+‘the ' People’s Peer?—imposed upon by the intriguers
whe deceived Lord Butharst, supporis it eordially; and willsac-
cording to all appearances, pulmiton the whig ministry. This
he will not find diffigult; for this ministey whilst professing lib-
erality and reform; has iniall its conduct towards: tho British
Colonies, audacicusly violated the.most sacred laws of hu-
manitys i i

A young woman of twenty years of age reigns in England;
and it is under: such auspicies that hundreds of persons have

been condemned to death in the iwo Canadas by exceptionable

tribunals—by Courts ‘Martiall - To obtain the approbation of

their Sovareign, [ must believe that ministers have done vio=

lence to those |‘eeiings of pity natural to her sex and her age—
14
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all must remember that monarchy in England is only an instra-
ment in the bands of the nobies; a brilliant bauble with which
Jugglers dazzle, on stated days, the eyes of the crowd.

The illegality of Courts Martial in Lower Caaada was made
ri'lumfgst and proclaimed by the Judges of the Civil Tribunals.
But what cate oppressors fon vight, law, or justice? Magis-
trates guilly of baving performed their duty with courage and
honesty bave been suspended from office; and although tha:
quasi dismissal bas been censured by ministers in England, it
is maintained by them in Canada, where the authorities hn,ve
gone so far as to execute those who have been condemned. In
Lower Cuu:?c]a sixteen unfortune men have suffered the last
sentence ol the Jaws. So many judicial murders. In Upper
Cunada the number of victims amounts to more than thirty.
These batbarities, far from consolidating the domination of the
savige power which authorized them, have, on the contrary,
vendered its continuance forever impossible. It has excited the
horror of the civilized world.
~ Inthe United States cspecially has the indignation been pro-
found, as may easily be seen by the following extract from the
Democratic Review, a monthly periodical published at Wash-
ington, under the direction and with the concurrence of the
most inflaential public men of the Union. The sentence of
proscription fulminated last March within sight 2nd ken of Con-
guess in the first days of its session, against British domination
i Americas has, in the opinion of those who are acquainted
with its seurce, the greatest weight.

““It is n vain that the British government secks to justify
the recent executions which have deluged Canada in blood by
the plea that the law authorized them. The Kings of England
have polinted those laws by the atrocious Ity there 3 ;

v penalty thereby de-
creed against every sort of offence. Like the code of Draco
they are written in blood. ~ They apply the penalty of death to
sucha large number of offences, and so unjustly, that the judee
in order to act correctly, is obliged to torture the sense of the
law, to silence it, or even to violate it

““The law of Treason, the pretext for so many judicial mur-
ders; and which dates from the reign of Edward the 3d, ap-
plies the penalty of death' to attempts against the King’s lifes
and it \is: by virive of that law, several centuries old, thal;:
a erime, purely imaginary, inasmuch as it cannot be commiticd
10 Ameriea, has been punished. Yes, the spirit of__ﬁrséassinau

uon is engraflted in the spirit of British Monarchy.
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«But it is notthe English people that we reproach with these
monstrous crimes. L'heirinfiuence, when it could be made: to
bear on British legislation, has been like thatof the people of
all countries, humane, enlightened and kind. ‘T'he influence
of monarchy, on the contrary, has been invariably baneful.—
Who can count the innumerable holocausts of the most illus-
trious and best of Great Britain’s sons, destroyed to honor and
and appease that Moloch— Monarchy.

«What a noble army of martyrs will not that long list of
heroes compose who have thus died for the [aith of which they
were so worthy! From the Cobhams and Balls of ancient
times, to the Russels and Sydneys of modern annals, or the
Emmetts and Lounts of the deplorable days of contemporane-
ous history. Noble men! whose iliustrious reputations will
soon blaze with purest splendor, since anger and disgust are
finally forming that free and powerlul public opinion which is
about to sweep from the earth the system that immolated them.
Those cruelties have excited an ineffable feeling of horror and
indignation throughout the whole length and breadth of this
land of liberty, where public opinion is free and healthy, to
such a degree that it seems to speak the language of posterity,
and already to reveal the pious eulogies which shall render
eternal the glory of those mighty victims and the infamy of
their butchers. Let them gorge, then, for a few days longer.
Never, no, never shall they be able to efface from the breasts
of enlightened men the hate and disgust which their judicial
murders of unfortunate Canadians have created against the
British government—never shall cease the aversion which it
inspires to that hateful power, stranger alike to the manners,
the interests; the sympathies, as it is to the land of freemen,
until it is driven from the whole extent, immense as it is, of
North America, which its detestable and [erocious policy has
polluted.” _ i

To the disorders of which Lord Durham has unfolded the
endless picture—to the disorders, more numerous and serions
which he has not even mentioned, what claim does he pretend
to oppose? e has pointed out the benefits which liberty has
produced among Independent Americans—the evils which des=
potisra has produced among English Americans. He has dem=
onstrated the impossibility of the continuance of British sway

in Canada, and he concludes—to maintain the same state of
things. What inconsistency!
In another article 1 shall show how unjust are Lord Dur«
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ham’s complaints against Carada. It is on these pretended
complaints, notwithstanding, that is founded the great, the'sole
means of Liegislative reform, which Lord Durham recommends
—the absorplion of the French by the English population, by
means of & Union of the two Canadns.. . This was the measure
which was devised in 1808, by the manopolists of the fur trade
at the moment whea they lost the majority” of whieh they had
disposed until then. From thal time, and [or thirty. years
since, a government professing to be constitutional, len ning on
miaorities, has ranged itself in perpetual hostility to the: ma-
jority of the Representatives, which, after the two lust general
elections, was inone ol the sessions of the Assembly 78 ngainst
8, and in anothan 80 against 10 stpporters of the government.
Ofthe members composing these minorities only one was born
in the Provinee!

Thase majavities, at the-time of their election, had:been in-
structed bu their constituents to insist on an organic change in
theirdnstitutions: and to demand that the seeond branch of the
Legislatiure be elective, This demand has beels rejected by
Lord Durbam, with as much disdain as by his ‘tory predeces-
sors. I'he-British Parliameént repelsiitequally. \ ¢«What you
ask;”” it'says, *“werrefuse.  But we gracinusly wish you 'to! be
satisfied with what we consider suitable for vou. v The Saxon
race knows better how. fo govern you than you do yourselves.
That vace in: Upper Canadi is devoured by debt—you- have
none. . Well, wellllembellish an extensive and benutiful Prov-
inge, iwhich: after mixing the full and the empty together, will
owe nothing. . You: shull huve':a Viceroy, and:our Gracious

Sovereign, to her title of Queen of Great Britain and: [reland, .

willadd—and.of British North America. Abjure yoarnarrow
nationality.: “Assuime one more vast,s more noble.  Quit your
name of Canadians, ‘anditake that of Britons of. North A mioric
ca.””  Alas! if our first name, effuced by act of Parliament,
has been too short, is' not that with which it is replaced too
long? s not the title of *Independent Amerieans” of more
Just praportions?

“An historical account, brief and impartial, of the events
which have passed in-my country during the last two years,
will carny to all minds the conviction that it ismot British Stat-
utes which will regulate the future fate of Canada—but that
that fate is written in the Declaration of the Rights of Man,
and in the political Constitution which our good. wise and hap-
py neighbors, the Independent People of the United States,
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‘have framed for themselves. These know well that rﬁe_ir_ Rev-
olution is not yet completely terminated. In the opinion of

her Statesmen, that revolution shall not have beea completed
until the day when the Union will have no longer on her bor-
ders a powér, which, since the treaty o[t 1753, has pot cea's.f:d,_
even in times of absolute peace, to int igue, in order to bring
about a dismemberment of the Confederation—a restless power
which has excited Indian wars, which it perfidiously fomented
by the distribution of arms and supplies to the warlike tribes,
and maintained itself in the violent oceupation ol certain por-
tions of territory, notwithstanding, by the terms of Treaties,
these should have been, long before this day, restored to the
Amerieans!—in fine, an mmbitious power, whlcl} no longer
holds possession of the Canadus in the legitimate view of com-
merce and colonization, but as a military post whence it is

preparing to pounce on the American Confederation, in order

to scatter through it trouble, division and ruin.

LOUIS PAPINEALU.
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CHAPTER XIX.
Com mencement of the Outbreak.

'Fhe Canadian government now became seriously alarm-
ed, and the course that it adopted was in perfect conformi-
ty with the course which the Home Government has inva.-
riably practiced in dealing with incipient insurrections in
Ireland, and elsewhere. Measures were forthwith taken
by Sir John Colborne, to force the Canadians into a pre-
mature revoll. He well knew, that if the affair waslet
alone, the result would be a grand combined movement,
whicli he would be unable to resist ; but that if he had to
deal with the insurgents in detail, all would be well—and
the Government, having thus determined to precipitate
matters, Montreal was selected as the place of their first op-
eration; and to this master stroke of policy may be traced
all the disasters which followed.

The young men’s association called “thesons of Liberty”
held their usual monthly meeting there on Monday Nov. 6.
While peaceably assembled, a gang of sworn desperadoes
designated by name the ‘Doric Club’instigated by the Gov-
ernment assembled in the neighborhood; and lay in wait
for the sons of liberty. As the latter were retiring peacea-
bly to their respeetive quarters, they were unexpeetedly
attacked, by these madmen, with clubs, stones, and all sorts
of weapons. Finding themselves thus suddenly assailed,
they defended themselves like men, and soon routed their
enemies, inflicting severe punishmenton some of them, af-
ter which they retired to their respective homes; the
Doric heroes then seeing noone to oppose them, became in-
stantly as brave as lions, The magistrates called out the
troops, who with themn paraded the streets, accompanied by
by several pieces of cannon. 'The assailants of the sons of
liberty, now safe under the protection of English bayonets,
were not slow in committing excesses. The most promi-
nent of these was the attack on Mr. Papineau’s property, af-
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ter which they proceeded to the office of the Vindicator, a
liberal paper against which their rage was concenlr:—ued,-_—
they gvtted the building, and threw the types, presses; books
and papers into thestreet.  Warrants were issued against
members of the legislature by dozens ; hundreds of intoeent
men were arrested on mock churges of high treasor, ;qzd
cowmitted to the dungeous. ' In 1\v01'1t5’-im1lr hours the lib-
erty of speech and of the press were utteriy annihilated,
and the Royal Constitution subverted: ! ey
On Priday; the 9th @ party of the Royal Montreal Caval-
ry was - despatched to St. Jolius to arrest Drs. Avignon 'anci
Demaray, and havingeflected their-purpose, instead 'fi 1(,‘L?n-
veying these persons quitly to _Mcmuoul: C]lI!;L‘E i)}{ l"lt.. rail
road, the cuvalry vesoivedt o slril{siierm_r ;.hrmz‘lgu t.liliuﬂ.,\:ﬂrllf_
try by marching then found by Chambly and }.'_'”JII"'?T,h%}?'. ]
a distance of 36 miles, With fron EL.hf.m ol l.]!!i",I' 11_-'.\‘::..Ia L_1..1&
feet, and ropes round their necks. The people;of Liouzne
iel assembled aud rescued the! prisoners, lnmediately a
force;of four hundred regulars with two pieces ol ordrance
andia howitzer under the cnt'11:11a11_1d of Col. Gore, was des-
patched to-attack St Dennis. 30 little expectation was

thore that saeh an armed force would besent to arresthalts
a dozen civilians, that no preparation had been madeto op-

pose them. The first notice Dr. Wnali'refi Neism}l received
of their approch; was a cannon ball sentth rough the hounse,
where he and his friends and neighbors were assembled,
which: killed three men ; then followed a second which kil-
led two others, dashing out the brains of one and scattering
them  on the Doctor, who then told his frignds that it was
not their persons but their lives that was sought, and 1 they
wonld ot be butchered where they stoodthey must fight. Jt
was not till all this had happened that they resorted to
arms, Dherewere not more than thirty men at.St. I)mj-ms
previous to the arrival of the troops, and these wcr&c:ﬂlect-
ed to prevent the sudden seizure of Df' Nelson. I he.r_gar
ofthe eantion brought togéther at?au-t .$DG men, some an-.med
with fowling pieees and others with pitchforks, Dr. Nelson

placed hiniselt immediately at their head, and after an en-

cacement of six hours and a half, repulsed the r.;:;:al sol-
diers. with aloss of fifty men and one field prece.  T'he Pa-

triot loss was trifiing.
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This was the first regular engagement for Canadian In-
dependence, so-houorable to Dr. Nelson and his brave band
of undisciplined patriots.

Immediately after this affair, Sir John Colborne wrote to
Sir K. B. Head, tosend him all the troops he could spare,—
Sir F'rancis sent all.

Saturday, November 25, Col. Wetherell with 700 regu-
lars, infantry and cavalry, and four field pieces, wasdes-
patched to St. Charles, where several of the leading reform-
ers from Mountreal, and other places, had retired as a place
of safety. Here, as at St Denunis, no preparations were
made, either defensive or offensive, because no enemy was
expected or danger anticipated. #3ut when it was ascer-
tained that the royal troops were approaching them in
hostile array, the tocsin was souhided and about 1500 far-
mers, badly armed, and ignorant of ¥the art of war, assem-
bled, and made the best defences they could for so shorta
notice.  Col. Wetherel stated 1 his despatches toSir John
Colborne, that he accomplished his march without oppesi-
tion or hindrance; except from the breaking of bridges, nn-
tib withina mile ofthie place where the patriots were posted.
A scouting party fired at him from the left bavk of the Ri-
chelien, which he dispersed, and on advancing was fired
at from a barn, which he burned ; having arrived within
about two hundred yards of their works, he took a-position
ontheir front.  The patriots at thistime, was strongly and
skilfully posted within and withont their works, aud ready
to receive theirenemy. But unfortunately not more than
oneithird of them were supplied with muskets. However,,
upon the approach of the royal troops; they opened u heavy
and well directed fire, and defended themelves with an ob-
stinacy and determination whieh would have done honor
to veterans, Witherell finding - that no impression, to any
effect, could be made on theny from the position he had ta:
ken, advanced to another of about one huudred vards from
the flank of their works; but finding the defenders still obsti
nate, and- determined to ‘maintain their ground to the last,
the charge was ordered, which the patriots withstood with
a firmuess that astonished their better disciplined enemy—-
they fought bravely, naintained their ground until the
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works were carried, and all the buildings within their tem-
porary fortifications burnt,—not till thien did these brave
undisciplined men give ground. Had they been all armed
and supplied with artillery, Col. Witherell would have had
a different report to make to his Commander in chief. - 100
of these brave men took shelter in a barn filied with hay
and straw ; the royal butchers set fire to it, and burned
them alive, 100 were drowned in crossing the Richelien.—
The village of St. Charles was entirely burned by the sol-
diers during the attack; those of the inhabitants who escaped
the flames perished in the woods from the effect of {right
and cold.

The Patriots lost in killed by shot, fire, and water abowm
500. The British troops 13 killed and 37 wounded. The
prisoners that fell intofieir hands were inhumanly treated
and many of the wou I'murdered in cold blooa.

After this memoraies ir, the patriot leaders were coni-
pelled to seek safety M the Unted States. !

A short time previous to the battle of St. Dennis, a mes-
senger was sent from Montreal to Toronto craving aid of
the reformersin the Upper Province. The leading reforin-
ers at Toronto, sent another messenger to Montreal to en-
quire into the state of affairs there. - His prompt return and
encouraging report, decided them to help their suffering
brethren in the Lower Province. An Executive was se-
cretly named, plans framed and adopted, and the outbreak
fixed for the 7th December, 1837. Gen. Van Egmond one
of Napoleon’s favorite officers, was commissioned, and other
men of military skill. Mr. McKenzie was also appointed
to arrange details and visit every trusty leader within 44
miles of Toronto. During this time the battle of St Charles
was fought. Mr. McKenzie fulfilled the duty assigned 1o
him with the utmost secrecy and promptitude. "Theex-
ecutive had obtained a few kegs of 'powder in a way not
likely to have created suspicion, and for the success of their
design they mainly depended on 4000 muskets and bayo-
nets, swords, &c., in the city hall of Toronto. Their pian
was to enter the eity,—seize the arms, the governor and
his tribe of officials,—take possession of the vacant garis-
on,—proclaim a republic, with Dr. R-olp(l; President pro-
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tem,—run the steamers with 1000 men to Kingston, and
suddenly take possession of Fort Henry. 'Their next de-
sign. was to move on Lower Canada; and had not their
plans been interrupted, English power would have been
swiapt from 1EJa-nada, or confined to Quebec.

t was acknowledged by Gov. Head, in his book, lately | M -
published in London} tll"l{h&d it not been for the eorrupt St Xl
means, the base and unworthyv tricks, to which he resorted,
to carry the elections, and deceive the home government

b as to the state of the ]Jllbllc mind in Canada, Euo'land was Cause of the failure at Toronto,

L | 5 prepared to yield to the Canadas their mdependence rather

L. & than contend against the united determination of both Pro- On Saturday, the 3d. of December, a certain official char-
T vinces. acter went to Dr. Rolpl the patriot leader, and told him
|_

that arms had been g
arm four comparni
ing men through t

n out by Gov. Head that night, to
istantly sent to arrest the lead-
k fitry, as had been previously at-
! tempted with parti ss in Lower Canada,a month be-
é e fore ; that Sir Fran¢ d ascertained their plans. These

: stories, although utterly false, were believed by the Doctoz,

AT S

and without investigating the report, he deepatched a mes-

senger to a friend nine miles north with a like intimation,

notifying Col. Lount and friends, to come in on Monday,

_ instead of "Thursday. When the messenger arrived be
- . found the Col. was not at home, and without waiting for
him, told the nnpleasant news to all the country, as al-

so, of the failures in Liower Canada. At length Col. Leunt

returned, and was mforrmed of the cirenmstances, and in-

stantly enquired if Mr. McKenzie knew it. Noone had in-

formed him. Saturday evening, onapproaching the ecity,

Mr. McKenzie was first lnfnrmed of what hed been done-—

He immediately sent Col. Gibson’s man to Mr. Lount to re-
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& call the order, and to await till Thursday, the day appoint-
f d Y 5 ed, but it was too late. T'he former niessengér had told ev-
. L ery body to the north,and Mr. Lount’s reply, which Rr.
3 McKenzie received on Monday evening, was that he and

his men were on their way. Uncertain as to Lount’s move-
ments, Mr. MeKenzie sent messengers to various places, but
these were delayed, and instead of 4000 bold fdrmers on
Thursday, with military leaders, there were 80 or 90 men
on Monday, wearied with tmvelmo' 40 miles on bad roads
and dispirited by the news of the reverses.in Lower Canada.
Of the condition of the city after ten on the morning ef
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Ti}t}rsday, nothing was known. None of the gentlemen
1n Toronto, who had called out this party, either joined it
or sent any word. Mr. McKenzie took every necessar};
precaution to prevent intelligence reaching the Gov. posted
guards on the roads leading to the eity, and with three of his
comrades secured a nunber of prisoners. He urged them
with great earnestness to advance and take immediate
possession of the city, and offered to head them.. But Col.
Lount, Mr. Loyd and Mr. Gibson, strongly objected, until
mtglhgenpe could be obtained ofithe state of the to -:vn. or
until their numbers were augutitiented.  When' Mr., Me
I_{cglzie’s entreaties failed, he p ed to nisk his life by
nding into the city with only thy : ds, althouch'a wrar-
rant for high treason stared him ce,—thczr:::: to rouse
their comrades, gain tidings, Drs. Rolph and
Morrison back with him. "The ni@Wwas quite dark, and
thev had not ndden far when they met Péwell, then Mayor
of Torolito, and Major McDonell, bath of whom he arrested
and sent back in charge of Capt. Anderson and another
man, strictly enjoining them to keep the prisoners 1 [ront

McKenzig'then continued his course for the city with one
‘companion, a daring but necessary act, in the state of foel-
ing of the men. Before they got “to the city, Powell who
had shot Anderson “with a concealed pistol, rode furiously
pastto alarm the governor, McKenzie gave chase and came
up with him, upon which Powell advanced and presented
a loaded pistol to his breast which flashed. McKenzie fir-
ed bm: missed. Powell escaped, and after concealing him-
self sometite behind a log, reached Sir Francis and awa-
keued hiw from his sleep.  McKenzie reeaptuted Major
McDonell and a person whom the justices had sent to warn

the government of its danger, and returned to Monteomery

where he found Col. Moodie eof the reculars dying, and
Capt. Stewartof the Navy, in custody. These had ;l;t)tnt
the guards, but had failed to pass them.

Other messengers whom the patriots sent to town, were
at'rested. No one came from thence. On Tuesday, at
noou, they were ou their march to the city, groatly increas-
ed in strenath, when they met Dr, Rolph and the Hon. Ro-
bert Baldwin, with a flag of truce {rom Sir Francis, asking
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what they wanted. The reply was—¢A free Convention
of the People.” The messengers returned ! but Dr. Roiph
advised them to follow him in half an hour; which they
did in two. divisions. When a nule from town, the same
messengers met them again, and communicated Sir Fran-
cis’ refusal—aund then Dr. Rolph privately advised that they
should not enter the city until dark, while he, meantime,
would prepare the town’s people. The flag returned. At
dark, the patriots again marched for town, about seven hun-
dred and fifty strong. On their way they took Capt. Dug-
can and others of Sir Francis’ officers prisoners. About
half a mile from the fa@ket square, a party of the royalists
fired some random Sl and ran. Col. Lount’s riflernen,
in front returned thes and Mr. M’Kenzie, who was be-
tween them and thes 1y, narrowly eseaped being shot.
He hastened baclksand bade them cease firing ; but a panie
had seized the rear, and in.a short fime nearly the whole
force was on the retreat. M’Kenzie ordered them to halt,
accused them of cowardice, and declared that there.was
nothing to be afraid of, and even threatened do shoat at
them if they did not return and advance. When they came
to a stand, he told them that the steamers were sent off for
the Orangemen of the other districts ; that he had no doubt
the tories were as frightened,-and more so, than they were;
that what was mere child’s play that night might be im-
practicable to-morrow ; asked them how they could think
of looking wife or sweet-heart in the face, if, afer all their
pretended bravery, they acted the part of poltroens, and let
slip the noblest opportunity, of delivering Canada ever of-
fered to han? - All he said was of no avail. He called out
for twenty volunteers to accompany him into the eit y—
join their friends there, and drive the tories before them,
or nobly perish ih the attempt. There were three Scoteh-
men turned out, but no more. Next morning, out of 750,
but 300 eould be mustered. M’Kenziecalled them togeth-
er; apologised for his strong censures the previous even-

ing; reminded them that he had set an example; which if

they had followed, Toronto might have been theirs; fold:

them that the enemy had been reinforced, but that they

would vet succeed if they had confidence in themselves.

: 16%
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M'Kenzie, Lount, and Capt. Alves, went forthwith to colleet
arms, the want of which was very perplexing, and of which
they stood greatly in need—as well to take prisoners, and
bring in the mails from and to the United States and Eng-
land—all of which they did.

On Thursday, the tories, two thousaud stroug, with a
-couple of field pieces, managed by artillerymen from the
regular army, marched out to meet the patriots—who had
a number of brave and daring men, although not exceeding
four bundred in all. M’Kenzie, as soon as he saw the en-
emy, galloped towards them; to reconoitre and ascertain
their strength ; returned, and e ed his men to stand
and fight them, which they to do; but some of
their captains and about one hie and fifty men, with
arms in their hands, stood opposit@ 1tgomery’s hotel as
idle spectators.  Those who stood™ theit ground did pot

cexceed two handred, of whom, not more than one
half had serviceable guns; but these bravely withstood two
thousand for upwards of fifty minutes; threw the lines of
their enciies several times into confusion ; a scouting par-
ty advanced, aiid posting themselves behind the stumps,
seut unerring death for some time into the tory ranks. On
the part of the patriots, the firing was kept up in fine style,
and so welldirected that Gov. Head, with his two thonsand
tories, were about giving ground, when Col. Fitzgibbon,
with a strong partv, advanced and flanked them, unper-
. ceived, and thus saved Sir Francis from the disorace of an
ignoble defeat; by a handfll of farmers. Had those who
- stood aloof during the action had the same confidence in
themselves that M Kenzie and his brave compatriots had,
. they would have driven Gov. Head and his slavish horde
of tories into Lake Ontario. 3
Previous to the engagement, WKenzie ordered a detach-
ment of sixty men, under the command of the gallant, but
ill-fated Capt. Matthews, to take a circuitous route, enter
the city, and st fire to the Don bridge, and advanee to the
- Market square, which he effected—but too late to gain the
object intended, which was to divert the enemy from the
amp till evening had strengthened their numbers.
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Col: Van Egmond, their commander-in-chief, arrived
just before their defeat; but too late to be of auy service.
Had M'Kenzie had men enough to have secnred his flanks,
and but one field-piece; the fate of Upper. Canada would
have been different. He used every means and stratagem
which an able ofiicer and determined leader conld devise;
he shunued no danger; hesitated at no diflienlty, and ney-
er left the field until he was nearly alone.  Heaud Col. Si-
las Fletcher were the last to leave it. Fletcher actually
dragged him off’; gave him his great coat lo:disguise him ;
telling him at the sume time that his (M Kenzie’s; life was
of more consequence e cause and_the country than his
own. His escape to Lount and  his friends was next
to amiracle. '

immediately after tis affair, the cowardly Governor,
and his equally cowardly followers, burnt Mountgomery’s
splendid hotel, outhouses and offices—a man who had no-
thing to do with the revolt, and whose only crime was that
he was a reformer. He was taken prisoner. tried and:con-
demned to the gallows, merely because the patriots rendez-
voused at his house in his absence. '

Mr. Gibson’s house and well filled barns were next des-
troyed.

We have heen thus minute in detailing the circumstan-

ces which led to the unfortunate fuilureat "Woronto, to

show that if was in no way attributable to Mr. M’Kenzie.

It has been industriously eireulated to his prejudice, that

it was éntirely owing to his bad management and coward-
ice.. Thisis far from being the fact, = Itiswell knowin to
all who witnessed his conduet, that it was not owing to

any want of management, energy;, or decision, on his part,
that the day was lost. - "I'he martyrs, Lount and Matthews,

often declared, when in prison, and under seutenceof
death, that «if M’Kerizie's plans had been acted-upon, and
his counsel followed, their suecess would have been inevi-
table”? It was: his daring contempt of danger that his
friends most blamed him for. - 2 8

#¥The principal causes of the failure were; the want of

arms, the: altering of the original day of the generdl ont-
break from Thursday to Monday, and the cireulating of
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the false report that Sir Francis had discovered their plans,
and had issued arms to four companies of the militia to ap-
prehend the ringleaders. which report was believed, and
consequently cast a damp on the ardor of many.

Had M’Kenzie not been thwarted, by counter orders as
to the time of rendezvousing, one hundred men could have
taken Toronto on Thursday. But the alarm once given,
it required resolution and courage, which plainly appear to
have been wanting. As there were few troops, the coun-
try people, had they acted in the spirit of their previous re-
solations, could have cleared Upper Canada, if but armed
with broom-sticks. Until the @gapgemen arrived, out ol
thirty-five thousand persouns 1n@fd within sixteen miles of
"Toronto, only one hundredand Tl joined Sir Francis after
he had ¢beat to arms?for two whible days. The most of
these were tory college boys, lawyers and judges. Such
was the popular feeling against him. But when the people
fail, all fails—as they surely did in the affair of the Toron-
to revoit.

After many hair-breadth escapes Mr. M’Kenzie arrived
at Buffalo, on the 11th December, nearly worn out and
destitute.

Late on the evening of the 8th December, Dr. Dun-
combe was informed by a friend immediately from Torou-
{0, that warrants for high treason, against him and some

_others in the London distriet, were issued at Toronto, for
his and their immediate arrest; and he was advised to con-

sult his personal safety. ‘The Doctor, conscious of having
done no overt act to justify the government in pursuing
stich a course towards him, was ata loss, for some time,
what to do, or how to act; but having consulted some of
his friends. they advised him to face the storm, and stand
his ground A meeting of the reformers was forthwith call-
ed, to deliberate what measures were best caleulated to meet
the exigency of the times. Among the resolutions passed,
it was resolved to protect the Doctor, and to prevent ar-
rests for treason in the London district, and to arm them-
selves, and proceed, under his command, to liberate J. J.
Parker, who was then incarcerated for high treason in the
Familton jail. Unfortunately for Parker, he was removed,
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a few days previoas, to Toroato. Tms was thes first at-
teaupt, in the London district, of a forcible resistance to the

governuient,
_ On the evening of the 10th, K. M. received despatches
from Young street, stating that M’Kenzie was in possession
of Toronto ; urging him to muster the friends, and march '
instantly to that capital, This was the first intimation 4
they had of the outbreak. I'hey expected it; but not just |
then. Dr. Duncombe received another, inunediately after- f;
wards, to the same effect. Heralds wete instantly despatch- |
ed to summons the friends of liberfy to arms, and to ren-
dezvous at Oakland, where the Doctor should join them. |
'I'he roads were very bad,. and in some places almost im- ﬂ
"

passible,consequently thefngssengers wete some time exeen-
ting their orders. Thest@dy yeomanry, however,turned ot i

as they were warned, Without one waiting for the other. '
Those who were unfit for field service harnessed their
teams, collecied provisions, and drave to. the camp. Ap-
pearances were favorable; the country wasin motion; tae
roads to the rendezvous crowded with volunteers. :
 Govermnent, having received early intumation of this
sudden appeal to-arms in the London. distriet, despatehed |
Col. McNab with five hundred of those tories who assist- A
ed in defeating M'Kenzie, with orders to disperse the rebels
seize Duncombe and other leaders, and send them prison: !
ersito Toronto. _ , ' gl
Oun the 13th, the patriots amounted to about six hundred M
fighting men, exclusive of those unarmed. Intelligence i
was this day received that McNab was at Brantford, on
his way to attack them. ‘I’he men were very a_nxiousi:;tn.d .
strenuously nsisted on meeting him. - T'o allay-their:imﬁ&'—- !
tiehice, 1t was reported they were to attack Col. Simmonsy ‘
who had collected a hody of Orangemen at Simcoe, tej&iﬁ’;w g ¥
McNab; and after defeating him, o fall in McNab's rear.
While preparations were being made, the unfortunate tid- * i
ings of M’iKenzie’s defeat arrived, with the news of the sad

reverses in the Lower Province. A consullation was had E
immediately, in which one party urged the necessity of 1
attacking MeNab forthwith ; that the news of his defeat o
would strike a panic among the tories, who, notwithstand- .
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ing having the govemmr*nt on their side, were conscious of
then wealkness.
induce the more resolute to rally to their standard, and per-
haps stimulate their friends throughout the Provinee to co-
operate with thent. Another party, was of the opinion,
that as the friends at Torouto were defeated, the report of
it wonld cast a glopm on the ardor of many of their best
friends; give courage to their enemies, and induce the wa-
vering and timid to join them. Besides, they were igho-
rant whether their friends in other parts of the Province
had risen in arms; and they had no prospect of receiving
reinforcements from.any quarter, and were also deficient
1n - arms, ammunition, and othu, mllmry stores: and not
knowing how or where to progue them ; and being then
nmriv surrounded hv their nnpl table enemies—Col. Me-

Nab on one flank, Simmons on the other, and Askins in
then front—all ti;mgs considered, they deemed it most ad-
visable to break up and disperse, and await a more favora-
ble opportunity. But the party for attacking McNab, in-
sisted on their epinion: and. after some warm debates, 1t
was resolved to march to Norwich, obtain recruits, and
there maintain themselves, until they were informed wheth-
er any other part of the Provinee were under arms; and,
if oblized to abandon that post, to fall back on Malden, and
there fortify and defend themselves to the very last. Late
in the the evening, orders were accordingly-given to retire
on Norwich. On the march, the men became dishearten-
ed, they saw their back turned to the enemy, when they
expected to be led against him. 'They-considered their
efforts for freedom l:opel(,sq, and during the night they
dropt off one after another, until, hefcne morning, they all
disappeared except a few who remained with Dor-tor Dun-
combe ; and these were directed to provide for their safety.
Handbills were immediately circulated by Sir Francis

Bond Head, offering a reward of four thousand dollars for-

Duncombe’s apprehension. — After six weeks” hiding in cel-

lars, dodgzing in woods and swamps, and sutferma' every

hardship and privation a person could endure and live,

through the interposition of a kind Providence, and the as-
- sistance of friends, he arrived at Detroit, a mere skeleton.

It would also eshblzkh the wavering, and

-
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T'wo other leaders, Jesse Paulding and Mr. Fisher were
sixty-four days in the woods; the snow knee deep, before
they effected their escape ; dmmu five of which they sub-
sisted on one small cracker each. Tt is generally supposed
that many perished with hunger and col(l of whom there
is no account.

The citizens of Buffalo, some days previous to Mr. M-
Kenzie's escape, held meotings to consult in what way they
could best assist the Canadian patriots to obtain their Inde-
pendence. . The greatest enthusiasi prevailed there, and
on the frontier Uenuully in behalf of the Canadians. ©On
the evening of the 11th December, it was wrought up to
the h]crhest point of intensity by the immense meeting gath-
ered at the theatre at Buffalo, with the expectation of hear-
ing Dr. Rolph, one of the proseribed. He did not appear;
but the news was communicated that one of the Jeaders of
the insurgent movement in Upper (Canada, wasactually in
the house of Dr. Chapin, a distinguished rcvolutlon'u'y pa-
triot. "The Doctor attended the meeting ; was called to
the chair, and then commenced a scene of thrilling inter-
est. The Doctor said that he held a priceless friend and
patriot under his protection ; that the blood-hounds of Ca-
nada were on his trail, thirsting for his life’s blood, Who
is he? cried a voice. William Ly yon M’ Kenzie was the
answer, The vast assembly burst into a deafening thun-
der of applause. Such a scene was never before seen in
Buffalo, nor such a shout of exultation heard! ¢Fellow
citizens !” continued the old war-worn veteran of ’76, # his
life is in our power ; he has thrown himself on our protec-
tion®=will you protect him?” We will! we will! Bring
him here ! “Gentlemen ! he is too sick; too much fatigued
and worn-out, to come here to-night ; but to-morrow night
he shall address you. Tam an old man; but at the hazard
of my life, will I protect those who throw themselves upon
my hospltahty If any mean scoundrel, for the sake of a
reward of four thousand dollars which is offered for him,
should undertake to kidnap him, they must first walk over
my dead body! I am rather old to fight; but I have a

good bowie knife, (here he showed one of veryrespectabla
dimensions, which was greeted with three cheers.) Now,
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said the old veteran, we must act with prudence. The
Amalekites are among us; they thirst for the bloed of this
patriot: I want six strong, brave young men, as good sons
as the Almighty has among us, to watch at my ‘house to-
night, for fear of any attempt on the part of the blood-
hounds of despotisin to get at him.” You may have a hun-
dred ! was echoed through the house.  “N&Y* said the

‘old hero, «1 want six sturdy, fear-nothing boys. Who'll

g0? I—I—J—exclaimed a thonsand voices. A dozen
sprang at once o the stage.

It is a well known fact, that a young man, ol McKenzie’s
size and appearance, was afterwards assassinated, under
eircumstances which gave rise to the opwion, which his
brother, then secretary to Gen. Scott, still entertains, that
the Canadian tories stabbed him by mistake for McKenzie.

CHAPTER XXI.

Navy lsland.

Prior to McKenzie’s appearance in Buffalo, the celebrated
Thomas Jefierson Sutherland, a lawyer of no mean abilities,
who, whatever may have been his faults, has unquestionably
suffered much in the cause of Canadian freedom, and one who,
most certainly, felt sincerely interested for the emancipation
of the oppressed and trodden-down people of Cznada, had, the
author believes, [rom pure patriotic motives, been actively en-
gaged in procuring volanteers and other means, to aid the
Canadians in achieving their independence. Having on the
13th ohtained some volunteers, a quantity of arms and ammu-
nition, he removed them to Black Rock. where they were sei=
zed by the authorities, and the enterprise broken up. How-
ever, Mr. Sutherland was notto be diverted from his object.—
Ou the 14th he conceived the bold plan of organizing the Ca-
dian exiles and other volunteers, as a military force on Navy
lsland, which, by the Treaty of Ghent, belongs to Upper Can-
ada. This Island is situated in the rapids of the Niagara riv-
er, just above the Falls, and is not more than a mile and o
half distant from Chippewsa, on the Canada shore. It is a mile
and a halflong and a mile broad, well wooded and sheltered,
and about twenty feet higher than the main shore on the Can-
ada side, which, with the dangerous force of the current, ren-
ders it almost impregnable on that side; and a more advanta-
geous point for a hostile demonstration against Canada could
sot have beer fixed upon. On the 15th Dec. twenty-eight
brave and fine looking young men, with R. Van Repsselaer
and Sutherland at their head, embarked at Schlosser in two boats
and took possessivn of the Island in the very face and teeth of
a British battery and 500 troops. y

The selection of this bold position by the Sons of Liberty,
produced strong sensations in Canada and the adjoining por-
tions of the State of New York, and greatly increased the
feeling of enthusiasm prevalent for the liberties of Canada,—
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Every day brought large accessions to their numbers, The
tri-colored, twin star banoer of liberty being unfurled and plan-
ted, Van Rensselaer, wath the title of General, was iavested with
the supreme command, and Sutherland next to him. The
General immediately commenced fortifying the Island. His
first eare was to mount an old scow with a double fortified long
nine pounder, to serve asa chanuel guard batlery and prevent
surprise while the works were progressing.  Volunteers, sup-
plies of clothing and |provisions, in most bountiful profusion,
trom all parts in the neighborhood, poured in upou them.—
Pheit armament soon amounted to six ficld pieces and several
hundred muskets, besides those in use by the men. A provis-
ional government was got-up, of which MceKenzie was Chair-
man, pro tem. From this a proclamation was issued, setiing
forth the object of the Patriot army——promising a bounty ol
thiree hundred acres of wild land to all volunteers who should
serve during the struggle, and a reward of £500 was offered
for the apprehension of Sir Francis Head. MeKenzie also is-

sued various denominations of movey in the form of Treasurys,

notes, payable from the resources of the new government,
whenever it should be established, which were readily taken
in paymeat by all who had any connection with the volunteers.
‘Chis demoustration of hostility, after all internal danger within
the Province had ceased, naturally excited the alarm of the
British authorities of Upper Canada.

Col. McNab, who had marched against Dr. Duncombe into
“the London District, meeting with no resistanee there, assem-
bled a body of nearly 2.000 Orange men. With these he was
ordered by ihe Governor to march to Chippewa to waltch the
movements on Navy Island. On arriving on the Niagara
frontier, he assumed the command of all the British. forces in
that quarter, and immediately commenced canonading the Is-
Jand. The heroic sons of freedom were not slow in veturning
the compliment; they silenced his battery and dispersed his red
coats in every direction. Sir Francis B. Head issued fresh
orders to McNab, urging him todrive the Republican brigands
off the Island, at the expense of the last drop of blood in Up-
per Canada. McNab exerted every means, by land and wa-
ter, to dispossess them. Six aod nines, eighteens and twenty-
four pounders’ shells and rockets were incessantly showered
on the devoted [slanders without effect. The stubborn Repub-

‘licans returned shot for shot, dismantling the Queen’s batte-
Several attempts were

ries as often as they were prepared.
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made by water, on strongly 'i'ur'tiﬁcd ﬁotili;ls, tI? ap[fral:l‘ac:\ :3:11?1
Island; but the vigilance of Mclxcnz:e»and‘ i xensaac_;e ,k
the unerring €y¢ of ;\[c{}r‘ugor, as r_n_}rtun :‘srutT'c them :;:c.. 1
Early in the morning ol the :19L1I111,cc. 1\11c1\ ab“w‘afv_m nlr?:lad
by citizens {rom Buifalo, that the Steam Boat .(‘““0 me ‘fvor ¢
be down that night——thnt sh‘e had taken out a l1c§nic1¢.. as a qid
v boat for passengers, 1o ply bae.tw{:en Bqualftp‘ct; c_;ssci lﬁue
Navy lsland. McNab f:_mc:cd he saw, 1{1.1 n:. a ;..‘m{r; 'Qucen
oppdrlunily to disphl}'_hls _gai]uqtry m il I_B s‘Lrwca'l_J;ed e
Victoria. He, in conjunclion with one Drew, a rell avy

fcer. formed a plan 1o devote this unarmed and unofiending
5] £ *

at to destruction : . o = oy
bOOu Friday the 28th, the Caroline left Buffalo for }'a‘? Is
land with passengers, and continued threugh the day to piy :;:-
) - ¥ ) 1 . - 4 3] ta g
a ferrv boat between the Island and the shore, on the priva
- ; [u the evening she was secunrely moor-

d at Fort Schlosser, 2 Janding place on the American _:;hr:ne:
n < 3 z ~ 2! T e :
L\ small tayerno was the only accommodation this place r;horcia:l
R her of centlemen whom the
The tavern being very full, a number of Ex.llai(,il'ltrl] ; u;{ o
novelty of the citcumstance had brought to the spot, toa 3

account of ths owner.

ines in the boat. !
;r:lg?h::c{:gk’ there being only one pistol aboard and nr:1 pm_n;l:{l)ig
At 10 o’clock, P. M. Drew put off from the‘ C:a_:ja:al“s the\;
with forty-five volunteers In five boals. :‘Lg‘z.lz‘:l}.% .LS by
boarded the Caroline and mstun:ly: conmimeneed .a. lltfr.'ou_ o
deadly atiack upon the unsuspecting. and upatmed 1??;: se:
who of course were easily m'erpowerr:r!. A nuniber werese
:l?;‘;gazo Many, from the suddenness o'f‘ the surpr‘lfg. ju?ffk
into the river. The war cry ol 1her assailants was ‘—:D mm_;
THEM, GIVE NO QUARTER TO THE 1;\3::;7-:?:‘ DDGSTTF;!&‘T"-O 1hg‘;
LET NONE ESCAPE.’ The boat was quwh;;\r loasene f%- m 2y
wharf, towed into. the stream and set on fire. Is? o fow -er_c
utes, the strong bla";:‘e wh'ic';l s{-lllot 150111311;?1‘}ligrn_l_.ug. mbers,

. on Navy Jsland anég ore, aware ol il
Ic{leaedde: m’?‘lfzrﬁ;'illtng crg' ran round that there were living souls

&

ahoard, and as the vessel, wrapt m vivid flame, wh_!gh ’l‘!gbtgﬂ;
ed the gloom as it shéne brightly on the water, Was hurrying

‘down the resistless rapids to the tremendous cataracly il e
tinued thunder of whose roaring, more awfully distinet a.the

midnizht stillness, borrified every 1}1%11»*! with the idea offtgelr
inovitﬁble fate. Numbers caught in fancy, the wails of des-

At 8 o’clock an pnarmed watch was placed =

o Tlad Re v - V{U'tr"
unded, and one Mr, Durfee killed as he was leav ﬂﬁl___
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pairing, dying wretches, hopelessly perishing by the double
horrors of a fate which nothing could avert, and watched with
agonizing attention the flaming mass, till it was hurriedly
swept over the falis to be crushed into everlasting ruin, ic the
unfuthomed tomb of darkness below. Several Canadians who
left the Island in the Caroline that evening, to return the next
day, have not since been seen or heard of, and doubtlessly
were hid on board and perished with the ill-fated vessel, i
The monsters who could plan, and the savages who could
perpetrate a deed so dreadiully horrible, and so terribly appal-
ing, ought, in all conscience, to be served in the same manner.
Why did the cowardly, murderous gang pass Navy Island,
where the Patriots bad boldly and fearlessly hoisted their flag,
and waited for them, to attack innocent and unarmed men in
an unarmed boat, in the dead of night, in a country at peice
with them, and butcher, burn and drown unoffending citizens,
in cold blood? MeNab planned it; Drew executed ity Sir Fran-
cis B. Head sanctioned it, and the British government approved
“ity and rewarded the villains!!! Drew is promoted; McNab
15 knighted and received the royal thanks, and now the British
government threaten war with the United States for daring to
seek redress [or their murdered citizens and outrageously in-
sulted flag! IFf this atrociously wicked aflair is permitted to
pass unredressed, citizenship in the United States is no protec -
tion at home or abroad. In the British dominions it is a signal
for insult, or a passport to death.
~ The whole of this circumstance lent a character of aggrava-
~tion to the transaction, that deeply exasperated the public mind
in every portion of the United States. Hitherto the citizens on
the borders of New York took little more interest in the Pat-
riot cause, tham merely to sympathise with, and wish them
success; but the perpetration of this ‘execrabls deed, aroused
the citizens to vengeance. Hundreds voluateered to aid the
Patriots, who never dreamt of it before; and had it not been
for the unceasing perseverance of the United States’ authori-
ties to maintain their veutral relations with Great Britain, the.
despotic government of Upper Canada would have been over-
thrown from Navy Island, long since. h
January 4th, 1838, formidabie preparations were being made
in the British camp, to attack and carry the Island, at all haz
ards. McNab coavened a council, where it was unanimounsly
resolved, by the officers, to put every living creature on the
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Island to death, when they took it. -The watch word given,
was; “no prisoners,”. “‘no quarters;’” but the unslumbering
vigilance of the Navy Islanders frustrated their designs and
compelied the British to seek shelter under their batteries.—
It "was generally supposed, on theIsland, that one of their
scows went over the [alls.  About this time MceNab’s [orce:
numbered lull 5,000—those on the Island not aver 600! !

On the 10th Gov. Marey aud Gen. Seott arrived at Buffalo,
and on the 11th visitedFart Sehlosser and compelled Gen. Van
Rensselaer, with his forces, to evacuate the Island on the 14th,
under the penalty, il' they oceupied the Island any longer, of
being treated as out-laws. 5

Gen. Van Rensselaer and his immediate compatriots, after
having maintained the tri colored flag, with its twin stars, floa-
ting in the breeze for nearly five weeks, in stern defiance of
MeNab—his 5,000 men at arms—his numerous boats and bat-
teries, reluctantly evacnated the Island at the time appointed,
leaving nothivg but an old horse, which the royalists carried
in trinmph to Sir Francis B. Head at Toroito:

On the vory day that Navy Island was evacuated, the beau-

“tiful village of St. Eustache, 21 miles north of Montreal, was

attacked by Sir John Colborne with 200 eavalry, a la rge train
ol"artillery, several regiments of rggulars and Canadian loyal-
ists, and a portable gallows to hang the leaders who might be
taken alive and in arms.  Sir John’s army was 2,500 strong.
St. Eustache was singled out for vengennce, because its citi-
zens had protected from arrest, some of the honest members
of. Assembly, whom the government sought to destroy. The
Canadians, as at St. Dennis, were some 300 persons, badly
armed and so scarce of halls that some of them fired off mar-
bles. They tuvk possession of several buiidings and barrica~

ded themselves. Do Chenier and sixty more, threw them-

selves into the church, n very massive building in a comman~
ding situation, and flanked by two stone buildings.  The enemy
surrounded the village and cut off" all retreat. The Clergy-
man’s house was first burnt, having been fired with congreve
rockets, and the people who retreated to the cellars of the con-
vent were either burnt or suffoeated. The soldiers next sur-
rounded the church, under'cover of the smoke, and two officers
of the royalists set fire to it, leaving the wotinded to perish in
the flames. Some leaped from the windows and were met
Dr. Chenier and a few brave men,.

with volleys of musketry.

!
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jurped through a window into the grave yard, where they
fought with all the desperation of a forlorn hope. A ball saon
brought their leader to the ground; but hesrallied his sinking
strength, rose, and discharged his gun at the enemy—twice
again he was brought to the grotlnd, and twice he arose to the
attack.  The fourth time he fell to tise no more! Cheniet’s
fall was the signal for an indiscriminate slaughter ol the re-
mainder of his brave band. **No quarters,” was the cry, and
with few exceptions, all were massacred.,  Some few made for
the ice, in hopes of gaining the opposite woods.  Oune by one
they were picked off by the marksmen posted at certain dis-
tances; and the unfortunate stragglers felt and perished amidst
the bleak wintry snows of Canada

Alter four and o half hours fighting, Sir John Colborne ob-
tained possession of the village. Many lay dead; wounded and
weltering in their gore.  The stench from the burning bodies
was very offensive. The village was. given over 1o pillage—
property plundersd—women violated, and seventy ol the best
houses in town and eountry, burntite the ground, ~ Old men,
women and children le(t houseless, flying to the wodds for
shelter.
of despair—old men praying in dreadful frenzy for mercy—
there was nonc for them—death ended their troubles. Dr.
Chenier’s mutilated body was esposcd—his clothing stripped
from his yet warm limbs—the body cut into four quarters—his
heart torn from his breast—his eves gouged [rom their sockets,
and his manly, lacerated limbs exposed to'the gaze of the bar-
barous soldiers.. His property was eafirely destroyed: even
his beautilul and accomplished lady bad to fly lor her life.—
Night closed upon the sacking of St. Eustache, and the whole
country around seemed pne shegt ol lurid flame, in the midst
of the horrors of-a Canadian winter, ~Those who escaped the
bullet, the Bayonet and the fire, were doomed to perish in the
chilling snow:

Gapl. Marryat, who acscompanied Sir John Colborne, was
at the battie. . He says the Engiish soldiers, and their officers,
were so exasperated against the Canadians, that *“it was & ser-
vice of danger to attempt to save the life of one of these poor
creatures.”’  About midnight hie went to see the churchyithe
floor had been burnt to ¢inders, and ‘between the sleepers
were seattered the remaias of hunian beings, injured in vasious
degrees: some with merely the. clothes burat offy leaving the

Childrenysereaming, wonen weeping in the agonies®

for the captors.
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naked body; while here and there the blackened ribs were all
that the fierce flames had spared. Not anly inside the chureh,
but without its walls, was the same revolting spectacle——and
farther off were bodies, unscathed by fire, but frozen hard by
the severity of the weather.” _

On the 15th Dec. Sir John Colborne, with'his destroying ar-
my, entered St. Benoit, or Grand Brule, without resistance.—
Three hundred farmers met him; with white handkerchiels in
their hands, as a token of peace. The inhuman monster ar-
vested vast numbers and sent them off to Montreal jail,  Hou-
dreds took to the woods, and the village was given up to plun=
der. Ouo returning on the 16th, after rifling it of every acticle
they could earry off; Sir John ordered it to be burnt, leaving
the poor habitan, with his helpless fumily, to starve with hun-
ger or perish with cold.  All-powerful Creator, in thine own
way and time, visit these cruel destroyers of the human race !

Amury Gerod, one of the leaders, was stopped on his way
to the United States, through the officiousness of one John Tay-
lor, of Long Point.  When escape seemed in