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INTRODUCTION.

Two or three years ago the Montreal Wrrxess
devoted much attention to the guestion of findieg
work for the nnemployed in sgricultural pornita,
sod opeped fts columns to descriptions of the
attractins of different parts of the comntry. It
was 8 on found that the hope aud interest of the
people centered largely in the prairies of the
North-West, and numerons were the letters of
enquiry with regard to tbat land of promise. In
the published socounts within reach thers was
much evidence of oneé-sldedneas and some con-
tradiction. Anetber defect which was too ap-
parent in slmost afl North-Western Iliteratore
was ths fact that the writers were not practical
agriculturists themselves, and it might be »a
wise to send a doctor to examline and test a steam
engine as send & man who never did a day's
work on & farm to write of the agricultural
capabilities of & new country, Still: another
defect in the writings refcrred to, was the lack
of sympathy, or fellow feeling, between the
writers and the clams of readers who, above all
others, needed correct informstion Perhaps a
doctor after having carefully examined a steam
engine, might be able to mske a report on its
coedition, which wonld be underst xed by other
doctors s well, if not better, than if the raport
had been made by an epgineer ; but it certainly
wonld not be so well anderstood by engineers as
# made by one of tbeir number—wo a book-
learned gentleman might write correctly and
intelligent!y about farms aod farming, but he
conld make himgelf much better-understood by
farmers if ha had previously worked for many
yoars on & farm. Agsin, although a person
teavelling rapidly for snveral weeks over a large
country will have opportunitiss for seeing a good
deal, yet & great desl mors will remain unseen
by him, and for & knowledge of what ha does nat
see he must trnst to the statements of others
who have seen it ; but if hiz informants are all
of one class, thiir statementa will be tmore or less
biased to sult the views and interests of that
particalar class, Hitherto nearly all the writers
aboat the North-West have either been specula-
tors themsslves, or were the gueats snd friends
of specalators, consequently their writings have
been chiefly derived from, and made in the in-

- teresta of, that clase, but in variance with the

intarests of the great majority of the people who
propose to make that country their futurs home,

who, from the natare of thicgs, caanct be sll
speculatoms. .

Having been born and brought up on a
backwoods farm, and baviog afterwards clearsd
obe for 1nyaelf, the proprietors of the Wrrnzas
thought I would be s snitable person to send to
the North-West to glean ioformation among the
settlars thers, which might be of use to many of
the readers of that paper, as some of them or
their frienda might be thinking of removing to
that land of promise. It was their desire that I
should avoid as much as poesible the beaten
paths in which others had sooght for information,
and strike oat afresh for mywelf, and to this end
I was given carte Manche both as to time and
means to be used,

I did not at firat anticipate that my letters
wiuld ever appear in pamphlet form, or my frst

‘communieations might not have been writtea so

much on the ** minor key,” a1 some readers hare
sxpresaed it although in all cases I wrote as Ithen
felt ; but haviog just previous to my departure
for the North-West, been reading a glowing
description of that country, written by Thomas
Spence, and finding the true state of the country
8o uplike the description given, I folt & good
deal of disappointment and much inclined to
find fault with sverything that was not up to
my auticipations. Most of the new sottlers
whom [ met in that country ssem to have ex-
perienced the same feeling of disappointmeat on
their arrival, althongh they were afterwards
well satisfied with their new home, and many of
them blamed Mr. Bpence's highly colored
pictures as the chief canse of their feelings of
disappointment. I further believe that Mr.
Spence’s work, althongh containing s great deal
that is true, has driven hundreds, if not
thousands, of intending settlers out of that
country after they wers at the trouble and ex-
pense of going thers ; for people will sometimes
injure themselves in order to be revenged, ma
they think, on their deceivers. A few words
more to the intending settler, and ¥ am dona for
the present (although I hope to continue my
latters to the WiTness on this subject after the
press of Parliamentary news is over). The best
time for coming to the country is early in the
spring before the frost is out of the ground, or
in the latter part of the summer after the rainy
scason is over, The month of August I copaider
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the bent time, although & person coming early in
the spring may secure his lot In s more con-
venlent place, and also raise s considerabla crop
the first summer, which he &ould not do if he
cams later ; but I know of » good many people
‘who came to Manitoba at the beginning of
April, yet had not done as much werk on their
farms by the first of O¢tober, as they might have
done in one month's steady work, Travelling
in August here is very inexpensive, and almoat
Ay pleasant as s pic-nic, if you have a tent and
team of your own. This fa also the beat fime
for judging the quality of the soil, aa there is no
test 5o nafe and sure s *' the crop test,” or the
judging of the land by what it produces. The
moles, gophers, and badgers are also useful
animals to show the nature of the soil without
your haviog the troauble to dig fnto it yourseli.
The molea burrow near the surface, and make
deposite of the earth in little pilea on the
grass, a little distance from their hole. II this
deposit ie rich black clay, or loamy soil, without
any gray or white clay, or gratel mixed with it,
the moil Is good (that is if there iz little or no
alkali in it), but if the moles bring up a good
deal of light colored clay, or gravel, leave the
1and te them, and pass on to where the aoil is
deeper. Except where the soil is exceedingly
deep, the gophers and ground squirrels bring up
mores or less of the lighter colored subaoil, or
gravel, but you ean judge of the quality of the

soil by the quantity and quality of each kind on |

exhibition, The badgera are powerful animals
and expeditious diggers, and are usefu! in bring-
ing to light the subsoil, so that you may judge
for yourself, whether it is white soapy clay, gray
elay, gravel or sand, -

After alittle practi¢e a person can judge pretty
well the quality of the soil, even when the grass
is buint off, and there are no emrth-mounds

thrown up by the little animals referred to.
The surface of ths best prairie lands in the
North-Woest is like a turtle’s back, irregular like
low wide potato-hills, This is caused by the
action of the frost on very rich land, but I have
not space here to explain it fully. If the surface
is very smooth and the grn._ga or weeds fine and
not closs together, no matter how rich the soil
may look, avoid it, as thers is too much alkali
present. I have alsn remarked that there i
scarcely any alkali in land where timber or
bushes grow, although smali alksli spote are
often met with almost surrounded by timber.

1 would advice all new comers to recvive with
caution a great deal of the advice which they
will be sure to receive, perhapa while on the
way, but certainly sfter their arrival In the
North-West, Some of the persons giving the
advice may seem to be quite disinterested, but
even if they may have no axe to grind for them-
selves, there is great likelihood that some of their
friends own s dull axe, - I an sorry to say that
this applies to sdme of the Government officials,
although I believe that their masters at Ottawa
are sincerely desirous of promoting the best in-
terests of the country. .

Hoping that the readers of this pamphlet may
derive a considersble amount of instruction or

amusement from ita perusal, N

I remain their sincers friend,

DAVID CURRIE,
Montreal, March 10th, 1880,

P. 3.—I have just rend in the papers that the
Government at Ottawa proposs to allow sattlers
in the North-West to import oattle for theirown
use free of duty, for which considerate act they
have my most hearty thanks, ,
. - DG
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' THE LETTERS OF RUSTICUS.

ON THE WAY TO THE XORTH-WEST.

THE TRIP THROUGH UANADA—THN SMOXEES’ PABADISE—A BATLWAT CONDUCTOR WEC UNDERSTANDS
HIS BUAINESS —TEAVELLERS' NOTES IN THE DYITED STATES—TO BE REMEMBERID,

. % Br. Paon, March 28,

~ 8im,—Having for some time been affected,
rnore or lews, with the *‘Munitoba fever,” which
has been Incressing in virulence throoghont the
groater part of the older provinces of Canads.
and fs pow rpreading to the United States, I
sccepted with pleasare a favorable opportunity
of visiting the (‘;reat North-West, Oa the evening
of Tuesday, 25th Inst., I purchasad for $29 a
second-class ticket from Montreal to Bt Vincent,
near Emerson, Manitoba; and left the Bonavea-
ture Depot at ten o'clock pm. The jruroey
over the Grand Trunk Railway to Detroit was
made in twenﬁy—ﬁve hours, lociediog & detan.
tion of two and a half hours on the track near
Secarboro, owing to the engine of a freight train
baviog become disabled.  Unfortunately for my-
aelf, I have = great aversion to the emell of to-
bacco, and in the close, crowded socond-clase
cars of the Grand Trank Rallway an

ANTI TOEACCOYHTOMACH

hax but & poor chance, and mine being of this
sort very soon at to cause me considerabls
uneatiness, I endeavored for some time to in-
duce the emokers {in the mecond-class car to ab-
stain from thelr indense cfferiogs, or elss go to
the nmoking-car while a% their devotions, na my
health was not good and the smoking masde m.
gick. 1 Sotne of them ware conalderate enongh to
ceaze “smoking, but others would not; so I
complained to the donductor, bnt he good-
naturedly told me that he could not help
ih but if I pajd €1 35 additional he wonld

ow me to occupy the first-class car, When
we reached Sarnia, the cars with all their
oocupents were shunted on board a boat and
ferried over to Purt Huron, and during the pas-
sage custom-houre officials examined our satchels
and valites, which was more s matter of form
to the Manitoba travellers than anything else.
At Port Huron our baggage bhad to undergon
similar examination ; every box, tronk or-bundle
had to be opened, but a very strict scarch was
not made, .

Wa reached Detroit Junction at a little after
1 p.m., sod thers transferred curselves to the
cars of the Michigan Central Railway. I soon
mada the discovery that there were no second-
claes cars attached, sand we had very muperior
travelling acoommodations the only ohjection
being to the crowded state of the car, and the
impomibility of letting in freeh air except by
the door. A very .

OBLIGING AMEBICAN BRAKESMAN

kept golng around, and if he saw any one stand.
ing {although of hamble appearance) he would
#ay to him, * You come right alony with me

snd Tl get you s sest.” He wonld then march
along until he found n sest with only one human
occupatt. Then, un matter how maoy valises
or overcoats thera might be on it, he wunld call
out, *‘ Here's & seat, rir,” and if the former ocen-
pant made any obj-ctions to company, Le wonld
answer, ‘' Let thia gentleman sit down,” and
would not take ** no” for an avawer. I could not
but admire the good sense displayed by this
brakesman in discriminating between & man who
in & gentleman nod one who is not. i never
asked whatkiod of & ticket-n mmn had, bt if he
wny well-behaved ho got & Grmt-clues seat ; if,
an the contrary, he showed sigus of Intoxication,
hehad to march ¢o thenmeoking-car. A reedy-lonk-
ing individual, with two or three sheets in the
wind, gave saymproma of *‘casting up hix ac.
counts,” when the watchful brakesman said to
him, without enquiring what kind of ticket he
huld‘, “If you take so muzh abosrd that yng
can’t atand the pressure, yon had better get into
the second-class car,” and ss he did not obey
resdily, the brakeaman took him by the cont col-
lar sod marched him to the smokiog-car,

It was abont 9 30 a,m. when we reached Chi.
cago, where not a vestigeof snow was to bs seen.
We were then tranaferred to city omoihuses and
driven about a mile and a hall to the depot of
the Chicagn, St. Panl & Minneapolis Railway,
aud at 10.10 wearted North -westward, leaving
our bagzage in Chicago to follow by the next
train, as thers was not time to tranefer it acroes -
the city, and these trains seem to be very pune-
tual on time! ‘While wo wers In and around
Chicago, the weather was quits feagy, bat it
rocn alterwards cleared up, and the sun shone
oat beautifully ovar

THE PRETTIEAT FARMING UOUATEY
that T hava ever seen. The beautiful prairfes,
at firat level but afterwards rolling, seemed to
be & delightfnlplace for a farmer, The dwelling.
honees were moetly fiue, but the barns and other
buildings sall and often not very good. The
farm-yard was generally disfigured with one or
more unsightly stacks of straw or hay, which
scem to be an eye-sors in theas Western Siates,
and are not unfrequent in Capads. These stacks
look more natural than arthstic in shape, and
ate of various sizes and physical features, a very
common form being that of an enormons “‘grave-
mound” at the s}des of which .

1 PACE OF HUNGRY HYENAS

hed been exdeavoring to bring aboyt the prems-
fure resurrection of the dead (the cattle having
made similar excavations in the sides of the
atack), The prairis got quite rolling &3 we drew
towards the southern boundary of Wisconsin,
I was generally very fertils, bot I was told that
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in many places the water is very bad for
drinking purposes, 'We reached Madison, the
capital of the State of Wirconun, at four
p.m, This is ths moet beautilully located
city that -1 have aeen, ’beina‘ built on a
bill slmost completsly surrcunded by three
or four pretéy largs lakies, one of them at lenst
ten miles loog and four miles wide. Shortly
after pamsing Afadison we came into a rough,
mountainoua country stronely resembling the
Giatinean region, In some plices we paxssd
thrvmgh immenee rock and sand cottioga aud be-
tween bigh lowering rocky hilla clothed with
brushwood and rerubby  white pines. The
curves sre numerous and pretty aharp ; the train
often seercing as 1f it were roncing up agaipat
rtupendoun rocks, At one place calied *~ Devil’s
Lake” the railway ia dug out of the side of a
nearly perpendicular moontain of bare rocks
somea two hundred feet high, on the other xide of
which is the laka ahout » quarter of a mile wide,
and over five hundred feet deep. It is called by
the Indisna the
'""LAKE OF THE BAD EPIRIT ™
from s tradition that all perrona who fell into its
waters were 8t once drarged under water by ths
evil one, and could not be rescued, The real
caure of the almost certain death by drowning
- of all who {all ioto the lake, in the nearly per-
pendicclar banka give no chapce for any but
swimmers to get out again. The Indians thonght
the lake wad bottomless, but the white man
found bottom at less than ons hundred fathoms,
The rocks on the sidea of the mountains which
encloss thin besntifnl little lake with the nzly
name, resembla somewhat the perpendicular
colnmos of the " Giaut’s Csuseway,” but are not
s0 regular, There is a latge hotel on ita banks,
which is a mmmer resort for persona from
Chicazo and other Weatern cities.

A little while after passing the lake we came
to a town of snme Importance called Baraboo
which is romantically sitnated on a littls river of
that name, which ewmpties into the Wisconsiz
River oot far from the town. The railway
fallows the bed of this river about twenty-five
miles, between pretty high mountains, dnriog
which the railway, river and publie highway
seern to be .

PLATING HIDE-AND BEXE
with each other, crossing and re-cromaing bhack
and forth I don't know how often. A good deal
of the land hereabont is of poor quality, a con-
siderakle porticn of it baving been bought ahout
twenty years agn by people dwelling in the Eaxt-
ern States, who purchased it from agents with-
out having previonsly seen it. There ia consider-
able white pine timber in_ this part, although
much of the better kinds has been alrrady re.
moved. The land between this and 8t
Paul Is wot opearly as Toc)d as  ju Sounth-
ern Wisconain, & great deal of it being very
. poor,and sandy hillocks covered with brushweod,

We got to St Paul at six o'clock this morn-
ing and got cur firt view of the * Father of
Waters,” the Mirslesippi. At this point it re-
sembles very much the Back River near 8t Vin-
cent de Paul, at ordinary summer level. The
traioe runnirg to Breckenridge, on the Red
River, made some changes in their ranning time
"this week ; conseuently, we were detained here
until five o'clock this afternoon, when we will

oF Rusticys.

A WORD OF ADVICE

to those who msy thirk of cowing this way, al-
thongh my experience is not very extended as yet,

First, 1t is bettter to come in companies of
thirty or more, a8 in such cases the Grand Trunk
Railway will furnish good, though old, first-class
cars, but a person coming alone, or with only
one or two others will have to travel in the
recond-clasa  cars, which are mads hardly
habitable for common cleanly peopls, by the
amount of tobacco smoking, chewing and’ spit-
tinog which 1is dome in them. The Montreal
Anti-Tobacco Saciety would secure the laating
gratitude of many good people in Canads, if
it could prevsil on the G. [. R. anthorities
to atop the ameking, as they have alresdy nearly
stepped the drinking oo their passenger ears.

A persnn cught also to carry with him an
ampls sapply of provicions, aa be is charged a¢
the refreshment roome ity cents for about ten
centy worth of food, swallowed down in a hurry,
whils every moment ks is drewding to hear the
well-known call * All aboard !" In my own cana,
{ got » good loaf of home-made hread, wozth sa
1Bc¢ ; aamall tin cap filled with preserves, wor
abont 15¢; & small jar contsining nearly =
pound of beney in the comb, worth 20c, and a
small parcel each of tea and rugar, and s bottls
of psin killer,—but I have had no need for the
latter yet, I also got & tin flask for halding
wilk to drick by the way, aa the water is some-
times no better than it ought to be. I had this
wi'k-flaek refilled with fresh milk at every oppor-
tunity. I also make it & point to get one warm
meal each day ; yet my whols expenses for eat-
ables froth Montreal to St. Paul is less than
two dollars, und ahould po Further delays be
necesssry, twno dollars more will do until we reach
Winnipeg. They bhava the habdit of charging
50 cents per meal and 10 centa for a cup of tea
at the railway stations on both sides of the line,
and the delay is zenerally so short that you bave
oot time to look elsewhers. At Torounto and
Chicago thers js plenty of time to get s meal
eleewhers for 23 ceuts, although in the latter
<ity T had tofny 5} centn for my dirner, not-
withatanding ] had been prowised to have it for
25 cents, The way it came to pars was this : A
hotel-runner, as roon as the Fus stopped st the
railway station of the C. & St Paul Railway,
invited us to come to his hotel for dinner, and
88 we objected paying 50 cents, he promised to
give it for I3 centa. Several of us want, althoagh
the time was very ahort befors the train wotSd
rtart, and alter & hurried meal, we tried to pet-
tle for 25 cents each, but it would nut work.
The runner who made the bargain was not to be
found, and the landlord said he had pever sau-
thorized him to make such bargaios ; and wa
had each to fork over 50 cents in order to catch
the train, .

There are & good many places whers the cars
wait fifteen or twenty minutes jor refreshmenta,
where

CLEVER TRICKS OF NHAVING

can  bs dons. At Jackson, (o Michigan,
one of our party who felf hungry called for »
cop of tes and & sandwich, and gave a Cans-
dian bank bill to settle the scconnt, but got back
only iz, change in thoss mckiy-lookicg coins
called dimes and nickels. He waated more, but
ocould nat get it, the Teyor aeserting that Ca-

{D. V.) pureue ourjonrmey to the North-West
Now for

nadian were only worth 85¢c. on the dollar,
and the cup ol tea and sandwich coet 202, The
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Canuck had to leave st ones, and I overheard
him ocounting how muoch that sandwich and tea
had coet, which he made out to ba 48, aa the
5. change in American money W hich he re-
ceived was only worth 52s, in Canada. - A good
place to get m first-class meal of good. plain
victaals is at Baraboo, Wisconsin, where the
train which leaves Chicago at ten s.m. will ar-
rive st mix p.m.. snd wait for twenty minotes.
An hour befors Baraboo it reached s person
goes reond among the passengers to find out
how many want to have supper, ostensibly so
as to telegraph the information ahead, in. order
that preparstions may be made, bat 1
think the. real cause. is to prevent the
passengers by provions arrangementfrom getting
thelr sopper for 25c. st the oppositiun honden
One of theso opposition houses is a’ hotel, which
I did not visit, but I went to ths other, which
is & privats house, whers anm old Yankee lad
had prepared s subetactial meal for 25c, an
gave acup of tes or coffee, with plenty of sugar
and milk, for fire conts.

I might also add another word or tero of advice
to indnce intending emigrants to Manitoba to
have all their arrangements cotnpleted snd
affiirs pattled several days bafors -tu-t;n&, ]
that their sleep may be disturbed ma little sa
possible. The separation from friends will canse
enongh of sleeplessness withoot the mind and
body being racked with preparstions for a day
or two g?ore starting. had several pretty
sleeplesm nights myself before startiog, and the
sleep got during the two first vights spent on the
train cocld scarcely be called aleep, but only
short dozing, Last night, ss we had plenty of
room and first~class car cushions for a bed, T alept
soundly, and feel vary moch better to-day.

BT, PAUL TO EMERSOXN,

A DININTEEESTED LOOKING IRISHMAN—L SOFT-
BINDAD BAILWAT—THE ARKIVAL I MaANI-
TGEA—A WORD TO INTEANDING EWMIGRANTS,

Eumxesox, Mar:h 3L

We wers detaived at 3t. Panl on Friday
“from kit am. %o five p.m., and, as urual, wers
swindled by *‘ mine host” of the **St, Paul
House.” His runcer at the station swmred o
that we would only be charged twenty-five canta
per meal, and be driven to and from the hotel
frea, Whila wa wers hesitatiog sbout soccepting
the good offer, a dixinferested-locking old Irish-
man passed iy, and told os that we need not besl-
tats about the charges, sa be koew the hoose
wrell, und the charces wers only 25c per meal
Although we had been canght in a similar way
ia Chicago, sbout twenty of o scoepted the
offer, bacanes we could po better, and were
driven to the hotel whers we got a good wash—
the first reallysgood wah eince starting We
had broakfast and dinner hers, and on settling
cur sccount bad to pay TOq, emch—that is the
. One of cur party waa s
youpg man, who with his two sistery was poing
to Macitoba, Ha enve » £4 blil to pay the
acoornt {$210), bat

GOT MO CHANGER BATK.
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waq due him, we could not get the money back.
When we got to the station we had mn oppor-
tunity of weeing part of our baggage which hud
been left behind at Chicago, Xt seemed to have
been wrecked or the road, as a good many boxes
and truoks were broken open. Itrequiren s very
strong Jock to bear the abose which Western
baggagemen give to the goods in their charge.

8T. PAUL

is a pretty city boilt on the lower bank of the
Missisaippi (the higher bank being over 100
feet above the water in the river). A littls
above hers at Minnespolis is the Falls of St
Aunthony, whera the Mirsissippi decends about
¢ighty fretin lesa than a mifa. ‘There ix some
very good land in this vicinity, but she grester
part 1s poor, there being a great many iakea
and nds pear the railway north-west
from hers. While ng through this part
of Minnesots (3t. Paul to Breckenridge), T had &
good deal of conversation with the way-station
traveflers Boma of themse were formerly from
the Ottawa region, and told me that s great
many Caosdiana are living in these parts, bat
many of them intend to sell ontin a few years
and remove to

THR UPFPKR SASEATCHEWAN

when there in suitable means of going to that
country. I may esy bere, that I found seversl
native Americans, who say they will' remove
to tha Upper Hmakatchewan whensver the
. F. Railway js opensd to there,

Weo reached Breckenridgs on the Raed River
at five a.m. Yaturday, snd had our first view of
the ** prairie ses.” will leave the description
of this '* marvellous expanse” for another time,
We got to the Glyndon croaring at about nine
{Mon time), or 7.30 local time. ' L, here, got
an abgndant mpply of new warm mitk-—all -
tha I had got heretofore was more
or ] old. The price was fiva cents per
small pint, sod & great maoy of the pamen-
gers boueht it, We reached Crookstown, on
the Hed Lake River, at noon, and waited s short
time, and left pome of oor passenger cars. Wa
now entered on the part of the rosd whica wasa
laid last fall, sod not yet ballasted, and roon
found outk the canse for the recent chauge in. the
running time, which had deluyed us eleven hours
at 8t Paul. Had we come ths previous week
we would have reached Breckenridge oa Friday,
and duriog the following night would reach St.
Vinocent ; but the condition of the track made it
exoeedingly dangerous to go at night and it was
far from safe to travel on In the day-time, The
prairie is in many places

UXDER WATESR,

the {rost is coming out of the ground, and the
track is [z from ateady. We went very slowly,
; and often the cary woold cant over a little as if
I paaing & sharp curve, althoagh the line
, straight as an arrow, Often we would feel that
i the brakes were being applied and the cars would
stop, althongh the engine had given no warning
whutls, Mr. Lapthorn, of Montreal, who had
iosinuatad himsalf into the gpood graces of ope of

The bautiing hu-koem' mid that he gave the | the brakestnen, waa informed by that official that

change to snother of

party and would nol
pay again.  Althoogh ssveral of the party were
reeecnt and polnted cot that the changs given
to the other party wia only the change which

they put on the brakes at ail soft places when
ooe sids of the track began to mink, but to pre-

vent any fright among the passengers, the whis-
tls 'Ao?ilntn, ‘We reached 3t. FVincent at
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fire p.mm., and started to the station to make ar-
rangements to get our baggage che.cigd far Wig-
olpey ; but bow great was our disappointwcent
to fiod the station Jocked wup, and not s soul
wround to give any information! The station
wan nestly all sorrounded by water, the track
beiog only s few inches abuve the ,uurfn_ch.
At fimt we could discover no ign
of huwan habitation, bot at laat  dis
vovered twa hooses about halfl a mile distant,
bat did nnt fer] ke wading out to them, We
were not k-pt long waiting, bowever, before the

- atatinn ngefnt arrived io a waggon and consoled
us with the information that it was aocertain
when we could get on to Winvipeg, but we might
rest fur the present oa un train would leave notil
Fess neon qn Suoday.,  Iad it been aonother day
I would ld“:e ataid over mnight aleng with my
companion,as the conductor of the train wecame
in told wa wo might ocenpy the carg over pight
Lut atsundiwn I started on the track to Emer-
eon, twoand a half miles distant, and ke the
Etoeraon station in & balf mile from the botsl we
wers to rtop in, I got acquainted with

MANITOBA MCD,

which neems to be very friendly with yoor boots,
Rs it risen up and comes aloog without any coax-
iog. I have travelled on more sticky roads near
Ottawn, where the rurd wonld like to keep your
houts spid let you go ehead vourself ; but if you
are determined to go, the grester part of the mad
would prefer waiting where it was, Here on
the contrary, you trudge along until the load of
mod gets too heavy; then you serape it off with
etick and go ahend, the only diflicalty beiog the
weight of mud, and nob ita adhesion to the rest
of the road, At ’
EMERSON

ws found four hotels overcrowded, and were told
that the brat that could be done for us was &
"shake down" on the Hoor. After s good anp-
per we wanted to go to bed, having bad little
tleep rince leaving Montreal.  Contrary to ex.
pectation, I was furpinhed with a reguolar bed,
the excues being that cne of their regular lodgers
had gove away for tbe night; but there might
have been other reanons, ns our Fandlord had
wade the dircovery that T had eomethicg to do
with the Wirngss, Many of Lhe transient ln-
habitauts of Emvereon slept that acd the foliow-
iog night on the fleor, without any extra bed-
clathes, and not a few camped ont in stables or
wherever they could get a little hay to sleep on.
{Je Buoday morpieg the Ottawa party arrived,
snd I met some of the membera of tha Hobin-
son parly from Montreal. Theee had left AMoxt-
real on Mooday moraing, thirty-six hours befere,
nod reached 8t. Vincent fifteen hours after me.
They complaiced badly of their treatmaent and
delays along the road, for although they had been
detained several hours ab varivug stations, yet
they could never learn how long they were go-
ing to atep, so they had to sticlk to'the train,
and could not go and look for refresbments. The

conductors, when asked for information abonot !

the lepgth of time thev were likely to remain,
either couid oot or would not give any informa-
tion forther than that the train micht start at
any mement. This creatment of the passengers
wee bad enough, bnt the B

CRUELTY TO THE HOREES

&many timet worse, as they were kept in the
{contrary to law, X believe) from Port Huron

or RustICcus.

.
tr BL Viacent, near 1,200 miles, without ever
getting off for feed or water. Their owners tried
to feed and water them an beet Lthey could, and
had often to travel a considerable diastance along
with 1he horees, at ne little rirk from crushing,
to scccmplieh this reeult. Two or three of
the horses gave out by the way and were
left  to recnperats, a man being wlwaye
left to take care of them, When the cars
reached Bt, Viorent on Bunday  morning
the owners of horeesn were auxions to get them
off the cars, as they hsd been cloee” prisoners
ticce Wednesday at norn ; bubt throngh some
red-tapeism mome of the hovdicg papers had not
been forwarded, and altbough it was no fault of
the horse-ownere, the poor horses were keptin
the crowded cars until sfter four o'clock Hun-
day afternoon., Bome of these horaes I did not
see, a8 they were sent nn to Winnipeg, but about
six o'clock twenty-five of them reached Emer-
son and were at oonce taken acroes the ice on the
Hed River as they were destined for Permbina
Mountsins. This mode of crossing the river is
not altogether unknown jn the Ottawa region,
The river is about 250 feet wide and has been
rising pretty rapidly of late, so that the centre
ice ia above water for over 100 feet wide, while
on esch wide ‘there in & space of 50 or G0 feet
under water, which, near the shore, is 3} feet
deep, but Wnnts npward towards the centre ice,
The poor horsen, some of which showed rigna of
recent hard work in the shanties, looked rather
dejected after their long ride, and were averse to
going into the water, but one of the men wonld
mennt the tallest horse and lead one or two
others inte the water, while the rest were
driven after, When they got on to the centrs
ice, some of the horses ran away down the river,
on the ice, but wete cawght and browght back,
and again had to go through the water to the
west pide, having got wet about half-way up
theirrides. The reason for hurrying them across
an Sunday evening was the dangerous conditinn
of the ice, and I have been told to-day that the
ice attached to the westernehora bias vince broke
up, The poor nage had to stand all night on the
nppmtite shere withowt the least shelter, although
a cold north-west wind was blowiog, and I can
eeo them vtanding there still 85 L am wriking this
letter. They are being fed with praitie hay,
but no cats can be gotten for them here at pre-
sent.,

ExzreoN, April 2, 1879,
HOW EMIGRANTS ARE TREATED— CHOSSING 7THE
BRD) KIVER—BOME DISCLOSURES 1HAT NERDY
THE ATTENTION OF THE GOVERNMENT.

Srr,—As most people are aware, the firat im-
preesione made oa the mind of a traveller on
reaching & new conntry ars difficult of removal ;
conmequently, it ‘should be the object of any
government who wishen to attract and retain
immigrants from other lands to make all possi-
bie provision for their comfort om grrival. I
will 1n this Jetter give a short account of my
firat three daye’ experience in the great North-
West, The fimt day at Fioerson being
Sunday I visited the three city churches,
snd beard three sermons. The first wus in
the Epiecopal chuarch st I1 am., where thers
were juet a dozen hearers. At three p m., abrot
thirty-five pecple gasembled at the Presbyterian
church, There weuld probably have been mrre
hearers at this church were it no§ that the chares

re
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i sftusted at some distance from the Inhabited
portion of the city, and conld not be reached
without wading thromgh mud and water from
two to fonr inchee deep. The little Methodist

Cburch wan well illed in the evening, it being the ;.

most convenient to Lhe places where immigrants
were stopping.  In the evening I strolled by my-
eelf alone the banks of the Red River, and had
occasfon to remark the doinga of a ferry-man
who wae busily
“ PADDLING HIS LIGHT OANoR”

near the opposite shore. The water in the river
having lately risen between three and four feet,
liad borne np the ice in the centre of the river,
leaving the eides, which wera attached to the
chors, enbmerged to a distance of from fifty to
sixty feet from each side of theriver. Poth oxen

. and horse teaws were crossing back and ferth.

On the easterm, or Emerson side, & couple
of planka served sa a bridge for foot
engern, while on the other nride the
maed ferryman for five cents took travel-
lera across the small strip of water beiween
thu ice and the river bank, He was kept quite
busy, while I was watching, and as the canocs
would carry four persons and had to go only a
few lengtha of herself, the trips were speedily
performed, althoogh the craft frequently took in
water over the zide when the passeogers, from
fright or other cause, did not keep perfectly
stitl
On Menday moming, the jee near the opposite
vhore had risen in broken pieces to the surface,
B0 that the canoe covld not be used ; but the
ferryman had taken his station at

THE FKD OF HIS PLAFE

and still collected five cents fare from every
passenger, {or croening ot the plack, leaving the
unfortunate travellers to pick their way, st the
risk of their lives, over the flonting chunks of fce
near tha-oppoeite’ chore, It a wormnan carried a
child in ber arma acroes the plank, she had to
pay ten centa, and il & man carried a moderately
sized bundle, he too wen mulcted in domble fare,
A man carrying several smail bundles in his
hands, won about to cross the plank, when he
unfortunately drop) L3 coat, not into the
water, but on the Emerson shore. He did not
misn it uptil he had paid his toll. He now
wished to return u few stepa for the coat, but
Cerberus who guarded the plack would not per-
wit him to do so nrtil he “‘forked over” five
oents, which operation had to be again repeated
when he returned with the lost ccat. An im-
migrant from Ontario informed me that he had to
pay in all fifty cents for the privilege of convey-
ing s couple of trunks and a few bags scroes
the Emerson plank,

After dinper I went back to St. Vibcent to
seo abouet forwarding my baggage, which had
ﬁeﬂ checked to that misu.‘ The "‘i.n?i ‘:;:

owiog strofgly from the porth, wnd' the
weather was gey uncomfortably ocld, At
the Bt. Vincent o thers were & many
members of the Ottaws party, also the
Greenway party from Fxeter, Ont, all anxious
to get their borves cut of the cars. Boma of these
horses had now been erowdad in the Grand Tronk
cars {or eight dayx, during which tims they had
never been allowed to get out., At one station
where they were delayed for rome time the own-
era of the hormes in one car [osisted oo taking
the suflericg animals out for exercise and feed,

P
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but the traln left befors they could be replactd
in the car, and they, consequently, had to wait
for another train. The delays st St. Vineent
were most aggravating, canaed by the

NIGLICT

on the part of the Custom House cfficials at
Port Huron in not forwarding the proper papers
in fime, X esw & number of these Eorsu as they
wers unloaded from the cars, and felt almost
sick to wilness the starved.like appearance of
maost of them, Bome of them bad also ugly-look-
ing wounds, which they had received in the cars,
owing to the peculiar way they have in the West
of Jerking cars when atarting or shunting them
at the stations, 1 did not hear that any hames
bad died, but several had been laft to recuperata
at the way stations, and some of those that
:leuched 8¢ Vincent were scarcely able to walk
one, :

About half-past five p.m, the train from St.
Paul arrived at 8t Vincent, aud was detained
nearly two hours Lefors it could go on to Emer
son, The weather was getting uncorfortably
cold, owing to the ateady north-western breeze
which waa blowing, and {went into the passen-
ger camn, where my nympathies for the horses
gave place to sympathy for & few women and
children who were among the passengers. 1
beard meveral fervent wishes expressed by worn-
outlookin% mothers, who were striving to pacify
crying children, that they had but konown what
they had to endure, in which case they would
not bhave come on this journey so emrly in
the season. The foilowing night was very
windy and cold, yet & nnmier of the peopla
newly arrived in Emerson had to

SLEEP IN OUT-HOUSES,

without any bed-clothes whatever, except the
clothing they wore, An there was sufficient ac-
comroodation in the old Government polics sta-
tiona at Dufferin, on the west side of River,
apd sbout a mile and a half forther down to-
wards Winnipeg, many of the immigrants were
exceedingly anxous to get there, and tried to
make arrangements with aa individoal who
owned & team on the west side of the river to e
o waggon-load of travellers and their bageage
from the shoreopporite Emerson down to Dufferin,
but Jehn would wccgt no lees than 82 for his ger-
vices, and sa it wonld take about s dollar and a
halt more todgataiut the plank-toliman, the
trip was abandon Thinga began to look blua
to the pew-comers In Emerson, Bot as the
shore fce had risen the previous day, and the
frost the socceeding night had comented the
plecen of ior along the ehere tty well together
in pome places, soms of us thonght & temporary
bridge might be made with & few plarks so that
tke horses and all might get acroes. I at once
started acrors on foot to Dufferin to solicit aid
Ircm the emigrant agent, Mr. Tetn, to construct
a tvmporary bridge. I found Mr, Tetn and also
Alr, Graheme, the Dominion Emigrant Agent at
Duluth, in & roug, warm room. They had evl-
dently joat got ¢ut cof bed. When I proposed

| that ecmethiog ebould be dene epeecily to ansist -

the immigranis to croes over from Emerson, they
serred to think I waa joking, and ofered me a
drick from s bottle with which they seemed to
be oo friendly terms. When I at last convinced
them that I was in earnest, they called me

A GREXSHORN AXD FOOL,

and madd that the furyman (tollman it shonld be)

-
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waa ouly exacting his juat rights, ae be was pay-
Ing » hﬂh license to iho Government. 1 ang-
gemied that if -‘he bad x right to levy toll, ke
shonld furnisk proper sccommodation, and that
temporery btidges could be erected for afew dal
lars. They laughed at me and eaid that I did not
know what I waa talking about, as the cost of
bridging hers was quite different from what It
was in the ‘' Ottawa recion.” I wanted to know
il they would not try and do something in the
way of barrowing lntmber for a tem bridge,
bat was 'mfnrmog that they hsd wadg arsund
Emerson all Monday trying to borrow lumber,
bat could not get any. I left the immigration
(ftize, tainking to .myrelf that Sir John Mac-
donald ocould apply the praning-knifs with ad-
“Rolege to & few more immlgrant agencles
Whea I got back to Emerson I found that the
Greenway me {rom Exeter hed already bor-
rowed twelve planks, mbout tweniy-four feet
long and nine inches wide, and had with these
covatructed bridzes at both aides o places where
the sbore ioe had jammed. I walted with them
all day, s pretty smart snow-storm binwing from
the porth-west pearly all the time. The share
ledding down to our tempor bridge was
rather steep, and the horses had to be taken
mat cf the ox and led over the bLiidge
riocly, after which the baggnge waa carried over
to the molid fos in the centre of ths river, and
lastly the empty waggon was taken down the
steep benk, and slthoogh we had pleses of
scantling etuck thi b between the spokes of
the wheels to prevent them from 1evolving, yet,.
owing to the spow, [t was difficalt to prevent
the waggon from going too fast, and on reveral
occasions one of the wheels would misa the
bridge and break through theics. After the way-

u was drawn over the first bridge it was re-
caded apd driven down the river to bridge
No. 2, coonecting the centre fce with
the opposite shore, whers the process of unhitch.
ing and nuloading had to be gone throngh sgain.

A man pamed lialey had the imprudencs to
drive his waggon too near the shore, whers the
ice wa cracked, and while taking bis team
ashors, ooo aids of tha waggon broke through
the ice, and before we could get it unloaded the
whole waggon except tha box went down
ta the bottom, some filteen feet. But as
we bad & rops tled to the end of the
waggon pole, we did not let it pet entirely sway
trom oo We then brought the plaske
from our bridge, and placed them around the
ho'e in the fce, and after we'got tha wargon box
clear s00n drew up the waggon, Bat the work
wad not plessant, sa & cold snow-storm was
blowing from the porth, and our mitts and gloves
© were thoronghly wetted. As the planks in our
nidge were only borrowed for the forenoan, T
went to Meners, T, Carney & Son, lumber deal-
ars, who owned the Jumber, and desired them
to allow b to keep the bridgs lumber all day,
and 21 it was not likely we could get all over
to-dsy we would like to keep it the next day
too.  To this propesition Mr. Carney kindit
consented, on oy becoming personally responsi-
ble for the mafe return of the lumber; conse-

oF Rusticus,

' CIXBUB " OUIWITTAD—iN MGHT MILES
TRAMP—HOW THE COLD FRELA IN MANI-
TOBA- CROAKERS AND PUFFERS-—A GENERAL
OFINI0N OF THE PEOVISCE.

“Wixnreroe, Aprll 5th

Sir,—Darlng the first three days of April 1
remained at Emerson, being most of the time on
the ice naslating im
the first day of Lthe * new bridge” the tollman re.
mained at his plank, and finding his trade gons,
be frequently threatened vengesnce to the oppo-
rition ; but seeing we were not to be {rightened,
he drew his plank ashore, and went to more com-
fortable quarters at the hotel, leaving us

MABTXRS OF THE BITUATION.
On Tharsday forepoon, as very few people wers
crossicg, I strelled np the west side of Red

Biver, through ths towns ¢of West Lyn in
MManitoba aud Pembios in the State of Ltakota,

quently, I am detained a little lorger at Emer-
son than I had intended, ’

then croseed to the esst side of the river to St
Viocent in the State of Minnesotn, and went
northward along the esst bank of the river until
I reached Emerson sgain, The distance tra-
velled waa between eight and pine milee, The
roil waa the richest I ever saw ; yot, doring
my journey, I did not find one hundred scres cf
1and that had ever been caltivated, nor s much
fencing ws could be found on many lots of only
100 scres in Quebec, Part of the land wan cov-
ered with bushes, chicfly bazel, willow and
poplar, with a fair share of elm and oak. Thers
wers also a great many berry bushes, which grow
from ona and a half to three fect high, and wers

migrants to cross over, Darlug -

lnaded with & smmall red berry rather smallsr .

than red currants, There were also & good
many bushes which bore larger berries, about
the size of cranberries, l.ndl:fthﬂngh they Lad
been on the bashes all winter, they were rtill soft
and good teated, but I did not care to eat them
not knowjog if they wers wholesome, In some
places there were soms sttempts at cultivation,
but the rank weeds seemed to crowd ont what—
ever grain had been sown.  Part of this conntry
has been wooded, bat slmost sll the Iarge trees
wers_cut down some years ago to aupply tke
Red Riverboats with fuel; and at thepresent time,
were all the trese within four miles of Emerson,
of four inches and over in dlameter, cut Inta
firewnod, they would not prodoce as much wood

a1 could be got from off ity acres of good hard: |

wood bush in Oantario or Quebes. Thers were a™ .

few houses atanding here and there, but chiefl
of very emall size. One of these houses T tcoi
» epecial fancy to, owing to the .
BIMPLICITY AND CHEAPNERS

of its constroction, I walked around it and ob-
served - that it wae built in about the same
way that ws osed to make . pireon-traps
in Heoll, The building was apout fourtesn
feet by twelve, and wan made of onk and
poplar poles. There 1night have boer other kinds
of timber, but from the way it was covered with
clay it was difficult to tell. When the perpen-
dicular walls got about eight feet high, the sida
logs were p in sbout m foot and a ‘half on

each ride and an end log was placed on it, thres °
feet shorter than those below i, when ahother
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ir of side logn were put on, also n foot and s
E.:,lgxfmer t.hog centre pc?f the building than the
Lsat pair, and thus the construction went on ontil
the bnilding waa closed st the top ; elm bark was
thes pls cn this slaating roof snd all the
seamms filled up with clay, while a stove-pipe pro-
jocted through the pitch of the roof, Belowins
rough akelch of Lhe frame of this building :

end logs about

In this drawing 1 are the

12 feet long ; 2 are the ride logs 14 feet long ; 3
are the rocf-logs which support the elm bark,

" they are 14 feet long ; 4 are the mhort end logs
which go to construct the gable-end of the houee ;
518 & part of tha cumtgi,eted roof, two lengthe of

bark reaching from the eaves to the ridgeboard ;
6 is the window ; the door being om the other
side of the house and baving s =mall porch of
roogh bosrds.  If the poles could-be got conveni-
ent to the place where the house waa to ba bailt,
four men with & pair of oxen could gut the tim-
bet, draw it to its place, and erect the building,
roofing, plastericg and all, in leza than a week
While I was makicg my observations here, I
heard I .

CRIES OF DISTEESS

among the bashes down near the river, mdobu'rv-
oda boy about nine yeamn old coming up carrying
» pail of water. * As the thermometer s aboat
z:rv, and 8 keen north wind wad blowing, T did
not wonder at the poor boy crying with the
cold; but I dil wonder at the people who say
that you do not feel the cold hers as you do in
Quebec.  Althongh I have been but a few days
in Manitoba, I have felt the cold worss in tbe
month of April here, than Iremember having
aver felt it in the month of March in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, _ At the hotel where T stopped,
I was obliged to aliep with my clothes on while
in bed, und yef waa so cold that to kecp from
shivering I had to place my big orercoat ou
top of the bed-clothes. I may say that the
houses here are chiefly constructed on the bal-
loon faehion, and are not finished with care, 20
that the col(i wind finda & too easy ingress,
Before 1 left Montreal I heard » good deal
about what they call here “croakers” Tha
are peopls who have paid a short visit to 1.
and, becoming ted, have returned to
¢ld Canada, bringing an evil report of the good
tand. I have not met with any of this cles
yet; although I have met with soveral who
on coming to Manitoba and meeing the
difficulties of travelling at this sesson of the
year, and also the wmay were being Aeeced
on avery hand have oned the ilea of travel.

or RusTICus, 9

ling over one hundred miles to the Little Bps-
katchewan on Rock Lake, and are going to take
np land inthesmofplkota, as it can be
got without much travelling. I am convinced
that ontll all the land in the Red River valley,
in the States of Dakota and ﬁim;uoh, s tl:{
en ap, a good many migraats will be
oontsnt t% remain there instead os_‘prooeedin to
the Cansdian North-West territories,

Although [ havenot yet met with * croakers,”
I bave met a good many of another class, whom
tor want of & betler tame T shall deefgnate as

* purexes.”

These individuals bang aroond taverns and drink
and awear like troopers, and are ready to ssaist
immigrants wben paid exorbitant wages for
their services, When one of these puffers over-
hearn an immigravt complaloing of the excennive
charges, or any other inconvenience ariring from
the perple, country, climats, or water, Mr,
Puffer begins to tavnt him with cowardice, and
tells him he had better go back to Ontario, as he
n-horn to get along in

is too much of a gree
Manitobs,where he **will likely be Iost in the mnd
or eaten up by mosquitoes.” Bome of the Gov-.

1 ernment officials are of this class, and do more to

disgust intending settlers with the countri than
almoat any other thicg that I know of, have
on severalyoccmionn begun to cowplain of Mani-
tobs in the presence of mome puffer, jnst for the
fun of hearing bim rsze sod rave at the cowar-
dice of "' sume people,” which of courss ncludes
myself, In jastice to tha country, I must say
that, from all I have ween, it is fully equal to
my most manguine expectations, except in the
exseedingly small suiount which has yet been
brooght under cultivation, and also the o)
ares which is at present under water ([ should
say under ice) Ifl:m watar has an unplessant
taste, bot seoms to be quite healthy, the msoil
is such as would make almost any farmer’s oyes
sparkle, -

On Thursday evening all the immigranta
around Emerson who wished to cross the river
had got over to Dufferin with their live stock
and e, and not a few had started for the
Pembil ountsins, #0 I returned the planks
which wé borrowed from Mr, Carney, and that
geotleman wocld accept nothing for their use,
except twrnty.five cents for one which had got
broken. Iam sure » good many of the new set-
tlers in Pembina Mountaine will remember with
pleasure )

ME. CARNKT'S KINDMERS,
the more so as such condnot is not common in
thw. During the thres days In which
wa thess planka, we ssaisted about thres hun-
dred peapla to croes the river with their effacta,
which consisted of abont cne hundred horses,
{orty waggons, aboat eight sleighs, s dozen
yokn of oxen, thirty other beef crittery, and I
don't know ’hov many sheep and pouitry of
various Kaode, including & pig from Ottaws and
vATiOus dogrn and cats from different places in
Cotardo. he cars from South going to Winni-
peg abould reach Emerson Station at 7 p.m., bat
this evening (Thursday) they did not arrive watil
after nine, and as there is no talegraph on the line
uor any means of telling when the truln wonld
arrive, wa remained with a good many cthers
walking vp and down the track to keep ourselves
warm with the thermometer about zero, and

to place whare we could wt down exoept on
a pile of ties or on somebody's luggage, The
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* Fason wie bad to remaln ont in the coft wad that
Lie siation iv nearly half s mile from the hotels,
azd if we wert to the hotels to warm ourselves
the trarn might coms along and psss on without
oar ¥oowinz it w

We reached 3t Boniface, ite Winnipeg,
st & littia after two o'cloek o?;::}dly mam?;g,
srd, after paying a maa fifty ceatato convey my
chest over o Winnipeg, Immd ot {oot to
travel the two igtervening miles between St
Bonifice Statlon and the centre of Winnipeg,
crrwaing the Red River on the ice, which was
qaite grexd, the once open space of water at the
rides beicg covered with abont three inches
of fee.  Mr. Laptho who came with
e “from Moatreal, told me that om Mon-

~day night ha had to pay fifty cents to
get kis vrunk conveved from the station to the
edge of the river, which was open at the sides,
whils email temporary foot bridzes envnected the
wilid jce in the cectre with the land on both
ddes.  For the privilege of carrying his trunk
scroaa these little bridges, Mr, Lapthorn was
charged ten cents, and had afterwsrds to con-
vey it to whers ha was to put up for the rest
of the cight. I do bope that all who contem-
gla’.e coming here, especislly those who sre
ringlog their familien, or Jive stock, will defer
their journey antil the warm weather in May or
June,

. ¢ t the greater pact cf Friday and Saturday
" wearching for a bosrding-homse, but could get
noce to wuit, as they were all crowded. The
hotels alss were pretty we!l crewded, and the
'charges not very moderate, consideting the
i sccommodation given, The frod provided was
i good emovgh, bob the bed-clothes wers rather
; searce for m cold pight, od yeu could not gt a
i bed exciosively to yourself, but had to aleep
jalong with some stranger whom perhaps you
! never saw before, and you were by no meuns
‘oerhin of the company he might or might npt
{bring with him_ In the hote] at which T stop
i ped tor & few days thers was a large billiard.
- room with fve billierd tables; and on Saturday
, evening T counte] over zeventy persons atb one
 time In it,and bar-roama, that were se parated only
by folding doors, whicn on this occasicn were
wide open. Ths charge for

BOARD A¥D LODGING

at the hoteln {5 §L50 per day, if you remain for
. lesa time than one weeld ; but il you continue
- morn than sweek], the charge ia but a dollar per
!day. The boarding house-keepers charge from
¢ fire to six dollare per week for board and ledging,
[ ©Oa Sstarday aftercoon the weather having
. become mild, I went downtothe river to ree how
: the croesing went on, and obeerved that although

the shore ice was sutficiently strong  to carry

foot pasrenipera, yet it would not enstiin horses,

{ A large mmonnt of freight and luggage was being
TEOSSING TEE EID BIVER AT WIFNTTXG—rmx: taken over on sleighs, bavirg first been bronght
AFFEARANCR, CONBIATENCT AND OTHER a7-| %0 the banks on waggona Two hurses were

TRIBUTES OF MANITOBA MCD.

gemp]oyed deawing thess loaded aleigha from

Wixnipzo, Apel 9, f’ddﬂ to mide, the horses remaining on the

3,1 atrived at the St. Bonifsce Rallway:
Station, about two miles from Winnipeg, at a
Uttle after two am. on Friday, 4th instaut, and |
after makiog arrangements for baving my log
sage forwarded, I started, along with man
others, to walk over to the capital of Asnitoba,
acd eroased the ice on the Hed River, which,
uwing o the Iste fro:t, had become strung enough
to carry borses. The river st this place i some
300 or 200 feet wide, and the water hos been
ciring of late, bearlog up the ice in the centro of
the river, Thos, as at Ernerson, there wat &
stream of open water a4 ench shore, from 50 to
100 feet . and sbout four feet deep in the
deepest part A few days befora I came hers,
the corporation of Winnipeg had erected a tem-
porary tootpath acroas these two atreams, and had
placed & toll-man to collect five cents toll from
sll prasengers, The toll-man, however, hag an
e¥e Lo business, snd secored the services of an
ns:istant, whom he placed at one of tha COTLOrA-
tion bridges nud collected another fare himeslf at
the other. Thus, an some of the new.comern re-
marked, they bad to pay to get into the show
and then -

PAT TO GIT OUT

again,  Some of thees people fold me that they
hadl to pay fifty cents to get ore trusk conveyed
from the railway station to the esstern baok of
the river, and after paying ten cents for tha pri-
vilege of carrying it across the river, had to pay
another fifty cents to have it taken to the
hotel whera they proposed stopping. When

. I got bere Jack Frost bad pums hin weto on
such work, and a4 sleighs were ocrowing
on the ice, trunks and bozes were taken
from the station to the city at a cost of
fifty cents esch. .

more  solid centrs ice and by means of
long ropes drawing the sleighs across the
weaker Ice at the sider. Beveral horees and
waggons were alao brought over, but befors this
could be done a road had to be cut throngh the

¥ |aurlace Ice near both shores, and the horses

driven acroes, the water coming up to within six
or eight inches of their backs, The WagEona
were alo drawn threugh this watery-way by
wenns of loug ropes,

Un Monday forenoon this shore Iee had nearly
all dissppeared and sbout a hundred hesd of
horses and cattle having just srrived from Og-
tario, the getting of them

ACROB3 THE RIVER

caured no little anxiety to their 0WDners, more
especiully as the submerged ice near the ehors

: was beginning to break up and float away in

large cakee, leaving openings which would not
permit of horses cremsing through the water as
they did on Ssturdap. After some negotiations
the Ontario farmers made arrangements with
the owner of & scow, about ffteen feet long and
seven mnd a half feet wide, to ferry. the horses
over at 6ity cents perhead. This roow was lay-
ing in the mud on the western or Winnipez side
of the river, nnd waa dragged to {he water's edze
by & horse belooging to the owner, It was
then set afloat, and a number of men ‘and the
borse got into it and pushed out to the centre ice,
and one end of the scow was drawn vp on the
ice sufficient to mupport it, while the horse and
men got off, when the nag was hitched to the
craft and drew it up on the 80)id ice and scross
it to the open water on the other eide, where the
boat was again lanuched, and long ropes being at-
tached to each end two or three men #ot in and
Pushed ncross to where the Ontario horses wers

THE LETTERS

waiting to cmbark. These horees were taken over
two at a timein the scow andlefton thqceut.ro
ice, where they waited natil joloed by their com-
nc'o ¥ vu shore, when the scow Was drawn acrous
to the wratern wide, where the borses had 10
make snother short voyage befure regx;‘h:ng terr
firma in the city of Wisnipeg. This sort of
navigation was attended with wnllde:’lbln dan-
ger, lrem pming caken of fce, aa we.! ns from
1he horses sotnetimes crowding to one side of the
rciw, and einkiog it so that it frequently took
in considerable water. Oa several occsaions 1
thought it w.ould bave gone down with all on
board, but tortunately no serious accident tock
place, On snue occasions when thers wers no
borses to bring scroes, the proprietor of the scow
would bring over merchandise and lmmigrants
efects, incinding boxes sud trunks, for which be
cbarged the handsome sum of twenty-five centa
r hox. .
peIE any persons felt desirous to hear a variety of

IMPRESBIVE LAKGUAGR

they would ba gratified by waitiog on the river
bun¥ and liateniop to the immigrants an they sot
foot in Winnipeg, after haviog paid fifty centa
per box for the conveyanos of their bageage from
the station to the eattern bank of the river, and
twenty five cents per box mora forgetting it taken
scross the river, where the carters demaunded
filty centa more to take it to the hotel. Boma of
the Ontario men seemed to thin;.: that they m{:'l;:
eive Winnipegera a lesson in profaneswearing,
they a!mnai;ﬁi;nvﬁriably found their match, and
sometimes a little more.

This work of {ersying over horves, cows, sherp
nnd lugeage contiobued all Mnudsy and until
'I'ueaday evening, when the centrs ice began to
get bad in some places, snd nt last the ferry.
wan's horse and also the mwan who was 'leadiug
bim, broke through the ice, With some difficulty
the man was got out, but the poor nag wea per-
Toitted to take asubmarine jnurney towards Lake
Wianipeg, where he may help to Intten the
fishes,  During thia day. eevern] men who were
assisting in- taking goodd across the river, broke
through the ice near the edge of the open water,
but were alt got out wish no grester injory than
a good fright and a thorough ducking.

To-day (Wednesday) fvot paseengers are atill-

crossing tho river, ~ A small frrry host on each
wide takes them over the open waler, qnd there
in & footpath of planks laid across the interven-
ing jca. No heavy freight is beiog conveged
over, and several immigrants who have yut con
siderable effects, and alro hurees, to bring over
are anxiomsly waitiog for the ice to leave the
river, while others who have got alt their effecta
over are ptarting out for the Little Saskatche-
wan,

Most, people In Canada have already heard of
MANITOBA MUD, "~ .

but T think very few have any just conception of
its friendly adhesiveness, Whtre there ig consi-
derable water slong with the mud there is not
wmuch grester diffcnity in traveliing throgh it
than oo mady of the roads in the eastern pro-
"vinres. 1f the surface water is dralned off the
mud driea, with a bright sunshine, in = sar-
prisingly short time, and the surface of the road
roon seeumes the appearance of evme of the ax-
pbalt sidewniks in Alontreal, being a little
springy, and very plessant to walk om. Laat

oF RusTicus. ) 1

this forencon I walked nround the city m good
deal to study the peculiaritics of this black nud,
which you can hardly perrusde yonreelf n not
mized with far. You don't need to get off the
sidewalks to pet your bosty clogged to almont
scy desirable weight, aa the wazggon wheels
guther up o cubie foot or two of mud each, and
ut the plank street-cromings the joltiog rh&en it
off, Itis taken up by the feut of travellers 3nd
convayed to the aldewallk, where it ja distributed
along in curiovsly-shaped lumps raoging in size
from ’

A MARBLE TO A GOOSE GG,

In a short time the sidewalks in the most
travelled localitiem become nearly covered with
these lumpe, which are ready to adhere to the first
bout that comes along, If you happen to cross

‘the street where there is no sidewalk you will

soon have cause Lo repent your temerity, This
worning I crossed the street at a place
where yesterday I passed over what seem-
ed to be  beantiful ssphalt pavement, but
to day, although my boots did not sink more
than balf sn inch, the mud soon rolled up on
each side of my boots until the sscending mud
walls met together on the top, or inatep of tha
bout, causing them to look more like a paiw of
mallets than auything else—the weight, also,
was not Lo be despised. When I reached the side-
wall, I succeeded in getting free from the greater
portion of the snperfluous weight by stamping
violeotly on the hard boarde, but a considerable
porsion would still remain, and required s good
deal of scraping with a stick before I could pro-
ceed with any facility, Under theae circumstances
the
DBOOT-BLACER

get & good deal to do, but they, spend much
more timee in scraping the boots than in brushine
them. It wad amoaing to see how the mud would
gather on the tirea of the wheels, sometimes
creeping up the spokes until the hub was reached,
and the wheel became pearly a eolid black mass,
I have been informed by several persons that
sven empty vebicles are brought to a stand-
still on the. street owing to the mccumula-
tion of mud on the wheels. Such mud
sccutnulations sre always worst on unfrequented
portions of the stroots and in places that are not
very wet. The mud, however, dries up very
rapidly, and alter two or three hours of bright
‘sun, the road which could scarcely be gore aver
becomes ona of the most desirable that one could
wish to walk or drive vn, When at Emerson I
chanced to get my feot rather muddy, and ob-
serving a lot of prairie hay lying near, I
stepped on it and hegan to rub my feet on it,
thinking to clean them, lmt the hay stuck to

| the boots, which began to ook like hedge hog,

sud I was compelled té go to a convenient 1og,
sit down snd disentangie them by the aid of my
hands. i

THE KNOBTH-WEST BLURS— SLIPPERY PLACES--
FRICEKS OF CATTLE AND PEODUCK,

Wixxreze, Apdl 14,

S18,~~1 interded to write about ths North-
Western bloes lest week, but puot it off in order
to wes what effect & few days of rest and cesna-
tion from worldly cares would have {n allaying-

pight we had a ccnmderable shower of rain, and

the gathering symptoms of & disease with whkich

.
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tr to afectad o thar val here  Prople
who are accostoeed S0 trarviling, or who make
xbr ahort jozoers, can scarcaly orealize the

5

ho nrver befors been one hondred
milen fro becoe, om thelr starting to seak & new
bowse in the North-Wet Th-btnﬂa::édu

of i for rewoting, the
mﬁmmmm hels to
crive sway wlep st a Hoe whan they most need
it. Tlen [ollows four or Eve alrepless dayw and
rizite spent on the carm, which of itw)! i
rooagh W make & Fel aa if be b2 oomtract-
ing eome kind fever and agne. You feel
chilly and ready to shiver with cold when the

clowing accoants of the grest North-TWest s
there are in the sssertions of & Montrea]l street
peiler of cheap je or patent worm
medicines. Whils on the Joarney your courage
is kegd up with the thouzht that you will soon
reach Winoipeg, when most of your dificulties
will be ovee ; but Lhie is & serions mistake, s the
difficalties, especially st this sesson of the year,
ave bat well bagun.  The trains coming from the
South usnally srrive at 9t. Boniface in the mid-
dle of the night, mad if it should chance to be &
murky, damp one, the job of tranaferring your-
velf and baggage from the St. Bonilace ststion
to Winni In nefther plemsant nor profitable.
Becanse oi‘elic hirh charges for conveylng yonr
bagrage, you do bot care to add to ll:tE]' fnclud
ing yoursell {n the quantity requiring tranepor.
tation, so you start to walk to the ferry, and in
dolng e0 make your firt aoqualtitancs with the
fur-{amed Manftoba mud, in dreumstances not
the most favorable. At first you will try to

FICK TOUR BTEPA,
and seek the loas wet parts of the road ; but find-
iog that the mud is moch more adheslrs here
than whers there in plenty of water, you soon
ctsse to ahon the water-covered mud (ie some
pleces it Ia almost impossible to shnn it) and
plonge right aloug towards the river, and if
Four boota are waterproot, at lemat haif
way up to the koee, you may get through
it all without peeding to changs your
socks. When yvu hara settled the exorbitant
demands of the individual who asmists you
to croma the Red River, and in doing so have
glven vent to a humber of very expressive ad-
Jectivea, which you would not like to see in
print, connected with your name, vou start for
aome botel, and are ready to conclide that sinos
thers ars sidowalks to travel on, locomo-
tirn wil] wuch maore pleasant than when
your footing iv on Bt Bomifscse mnd. This
would, no doubt, be the osse were the side-
walks dry, but ths slight rain that has
{allen in eufofent to wet the mod which the
feot of pedeatrinns have laft om the planks,
and s you proceed you are ready to imagine
that there has boen a recent shower of grease on
the sidewalk, and if not very, careful your feet

oF KUsTicUs.

!dir-cﬁcnnmtmrfmhd,hﬂmmvlhg
xlromh.-a;i-md m:,mdtdngunmzforb
, sbly on the footpath, ory it tay be, in the deeper
mod bewide £, Therw

J SLIFTEXY sIDNWALLN
i

| are ant snnoyanos 1o old settlers a4 wall as to
+*“The chareh Iy sttended

o8 wers very poorly -
" terday f bomn?gn siight ahower m
! fallen m% night, snd the sun beiog
obscured by clouds notil near noon, did ot
;dry ©p the roads In time consequently,
.many  Winnipegers pmfarrvd, remaining st
bowme to risking s short journey under wuch
slir pery drcumstances, -went to church my-
self, acd must confees that I foond losometion
more dificalt than on the most ice-covered side-
 walk that T have ever acen [o Montresl. I also
witnessed several tnplesasst fulls, and in ooe

| mud near the mdewslk, of the seat of some-
i body's trousers, Suach a fall as the nne thus in-
. dicated may not be so painful s ons oa fee ;
| bat if the subsequent pals does ot continie ss
long, the mud stains will continne much lenger.
When the Immigrant has got temporsril
located in some overcrowded hotel, his firat look
j oat is to secure & team to tranaport himeelf and
I effects to the Little Saskatchewan, or some other
placs from one hundred to one hundred and

of ozen, and fs amazed to hear $175 askod for &
};\air of oxen which could be bought in Montresl

or 8100. He musy perbapa havs read in some of
the provincial papers, or in R, Prettis’s circulars,
that oxen and other things wuch needed by new
beginners can be procared ia Wianlpeg rearly as
cheap a2 In the Exstern provinces, bat he s not
lobg hero when he finds by sad experience that
itiaall & delusion. I{ ho hss brought & team
of horses with him he finds that they require ex-
tra feed, to make up for what they loat during
the journey (sev hormes died coming on the
cars thix spring), but there iy only the prairie hay
to feed tham, snd oats are H0c per boshel, The
ides of etarting ou & journey of more than & hon.
dred-niles, with & loaded team, oo roads (excuse
the name, sincs they are in the condition they
wers left b{ natare, with the exception of & very
considerable amount of mixing in the upper
strate by the feet of oxen mod horses an the
wheels of varfous ki of vehicles) covered with
tenaclous mad of uncertain de th, is ot plea-
waot, and many go no farther, but, snccombi 4
to an attack o &o blues,; turn back to the mors
convenlently situated lands in Dakots, or perhaps
go to thelr old home in Ontarfo. I have haard of
soms cases already this year where the parties had
bonght horses, wagwon, ploughs, stove, and
other needsd cutfit, but befors they had gope
over & doren milea on the road to their intended
deatination the

HORAES JAVR O FROM PATIGUX

and overloading in such roads, and their owner
g0t & povere attack of the bines and sold out his
whole rtock at o loss ot over one. hundred dollars
andt'ahrtad for. his old home in the far distant
£aal .

The ““bines,” bad enongh in themselves, are
mach aegravated by the constant exactions which
are mads on the porse of the newly arrived.

nay, by a quick horizontal moverzent in the

Although there are many well-diaposed peopls
In Winniper, yet the Immigrant does not
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readily meet with them, rxoept he should en- [ ruch carvlsmese prevalls in the cultivation yon

o pastors, th ill pot be sarprised that potatoes
T - ::uﬂ?!:rmufﬂ::'yt,srb; :anuperbmhcl. althoagh thers has been no ot

" in other than ur};:floh!nddlnmyn their growth
ore

way, MW OVerrTR
the visits of “'anxicus
a spiritasl seoee  Buat clerical gentlemen sre

are saty-five

concluding thts lrtter I woald lke to

pot alwaiys qualified to give the maoch needed | draw attention to an evil which 1hon!d secure

sbout parch tht for farming, | the immediste nttention of the
mn : mhui:fthmuor:dntyofvh:rn ufu in the United Staten, I refer to

woet destrable freegrant lands are to be b
and the visitor, whose previcos trials have
his temper, is ready

anthoritiea
open salé of

OMaCENE BOOKS

to blsme the minlster for [on the rallwny trains this sids of Chicago.

ing able to give worldly advloe with the | Although thess books could not be brought into
::c;ob.:nliﬂt; 'mf ':-h:lch be gives " advior | Canada, except clandmtinely, yot they are

itual,” and pechape the kol
:oTuthlng like & ml‘:inx match,

closes with (o sold on the passenger care, and the young
nf::l'{ho boy them bring them into Manitoba in

Isat Tuesds: iog, I met, by appoint- |their cont pockets, which unfortunately are not
mglt, .t‘he h:k lznieo:mo[ Kuox Church in this | jearched by the customs officials .

city, to wee i something could not be dons in

It may be too soon for me to offer advios as

the way of forming m “Tecaption oommitiee,” | o the best way to avold being afflicted with the

which wonld mect with newly srrived people at
certain - hours and adrise them as to the best
means to takes in regard to eettling on & home-
stend of their own. Although my srguments in
favor of the formation of wach reception commit-
tee wore ably seconded by the mr of the con-
gregation, the Raev, Mr. Rol o, {;t there
were 50 many seetningly insupersble obisctions
presented that po was made, I coald
scarcely blame the elders of Knox Church for
oot wishing to andertake 30 arduous and poa-
pibly nnplesaant & job, and besides they as wall
sa the pastor knew little or nothiog about the
places where nettleents ars being made. In
order to folly comprehend the difficulty of giv-
ing advice, let wn smppose that an smigrant from
Scotland shonld apply to the kirk session of
Ertkine Church, Montreal, for advice about set-
tling in some back township in the countles of
Ottawn or Beance. Perhaps neither the Rev
Mr. Black nor any of his elders have aver heard
of_thename of the townehip about which infor-
mintion in sought, and soy advice given in snch
circumatances is likely te be mialeading, and
sboald the intending rettler have canse to repret
afterwards having taken such sdvice, you may
well believe that Mr, Black’s sermons would pot
afterwards be soceptable to that particulsr in-
dividual.

Y ou must not ruppose that I have bacome so
badly affected with the ** blues” that I cannot
nee the soperior chances for good fsrmers in thia
country, At the present pricex of produce a
farmer in this vicimty '

BEAOULD MAKR A YORTUNX

in two or three years; but what surprises me
moat, is, the very small quantity of coliivated
land near the city, and even in the gardens moat
favorably situsted, more weeds than vegetables
seem to be grown. Tasing Iately by a garden
conuected with a fine house in the outakirts of
the city, I observed & very large quantity of
old dry weed stalics standing over the greater
part of it; aleo hers and there a place
where soma digging had been dons last fall.
1 climbed over the fencs to see what kind of orop
.1ad been gro®n here last ssason, and found that
1% had been intended for potatoes, but the weecs
nad so ove the potatoes that only a
jportion of the latter had been consldered worth
ligzing ; consequently, the rest were left to rot in
+he groand, I kckad over some of these hilln of
Dotatoes and weads, and must say that I never

‘‘blues” on mrrival here, but I think if people
coming bere waited until the middle of June
and cams by the lake routs, they would be less
liable to an attack of thin diseass. They would
also save » considersble sum by bringing »
tent along and cntr.ﬁﬁtng out on the pralrie
while they stopin vicinity, and also while
on their journey to where they Intend locating.
1 think also that the Government might lend
tenta for m short time to immigrants for a small

rent.

Most of the parties who lsft the Xastern pro-
vinces mbout the samms time that [ did, got start-
td from here during the cold spell, and would |
get over the wettest part of the road befors the
roads got too soft to teavel on with tolerable case;
but they must have suffered considerably from
cold. o large perties from the East ave ax-
pected to arrive here this svening, and I intend
sctompanying some of them on thelr journey
westward, to see how they get along.

OFF FORYHE SAMKATCHEWAN—A TRIF OVER
THE FRAIEINS— OXIEN ANT) HORBES—A HARDY
ENGLISEWOMAN — OXEN AXD GXIEN,

: ' ‘Wirnrrea, Aoril 1.
81r,—After resting hers for over & week I laft
on the afterncon of Tuesdwy,15th instant, in com-
pany with Mr, Garret, formerly of Haliburton,
Ont., who with two nephews acd snother man
were golng out to the Little Baakstchewwa,
where they bad previously hk.enh:g homesteadr,
Mr. Garret and his nephewn bonght two
doubla waegons, one of which was furnished
with a cloth covering extended over light wooden
semi-circular supports, whoss endn wers fastened
to the aides of the -box, while the middle
formed an mroh about gve feet above the bottom
of the waggon. These temporary coverngs aks
very convenient in wet or stormy weather, but
are Tather a hindrance to the full enjoyment ot
a ride over tha prairie in ﬁ{ne weather, To one
of these waggons & phir of oxen was attached,
while the other had three oxen to draw it; but
in crosting the many bad places in the road this
third ox hed first to assist in pulling out vne
waggon snd then be unhitched and retnrned to
the other waggon ta giveit **a long pull and &
stroug pull” and aseist in .

‘' A PULL AITOGETHYR.”
I don't remember how often this helnving pro-

cens had to be gone through during the seven
milss travelisd by omgr on the first half

aaw such an inviting sofl in which to plant pota-
uoet to make sure of an enormom crop.  When

day's journey to Little Saakatchawan
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The cther man who had Jelt Winnipeg along
with ue had a good span of Cansctien borees at-
tached to hiy waggon, and, getting weary from
our {reqaent delays, staried ahead with several
othier persona, who belog farnished with waggons
drawn by horses, overtook and passed us on the
wav to the eame destination,

When abont thres miles from Winnipeg we
cvertook an Englithman with his family, who
had all Lis household goods etored on two Red
Hiver carts, which were drawn by one ox each.
When we came up to him his oxen and carts
were stuck {ast in & quagmire, several of which
be had previomsly gone through by deubling,
that is hitching the two oxen to one cart, but as
this processa consumed much time, and an he had
alresdy been makiog mach less than cne mils an
borr, he, seeing %rlp cluse  bebind, waited
patieotly in ths med wetil we came up, when
the difficalty was overeome by Mr. Garret, hia
two tephews and myself, each getting hold of &
wheel and tugging our beat, wi.ila the Englieh-
men whipped up tha forward ox, acd his good-wife
with s tao-year-old child on her back, and mare
than ackle deep in mud, directed and urged on
the hinder ox. When we reached Sturgeon
Creek, seven miles on our journey, it was pretty
dark, and we stayed thers for the night.
Ihad alresady begun'ts feel tired, althongh corry-
iog only s wmall satchel, overcoat and umbrells,
pot over tweuty-five lba, weight in all, bot I
felt ashamed 5 nckoowledge that I was wesry
in presence of

THI3 LITTLE RXXGLISHWOMAN,

who had carrled & two-year-old child nearly
every loot of the way from Winnlpeg, walking
Inmud and water of various degrees of consiat.
ency mod depth, for more than half the way,
berides giving occasionul ald to an eight-year-
old boy, and not unfrequently helping to drive
the oxen. They had arrived in Winnipeg neatly
fonr weeka befors, and the husband hsd gonme
West, aud taken op a homestesd on the Little
Saskatchewnn, 175 miloa from Winnipeg, then
returnad and boeght the oxen, harness and carts |
for 8170. Hae pat all his outfit on board, and
started towards his fuiure home, having spent
nearly the whole of the firet day in travelliog
teven iniles, His little wife did not - seem
disposed  to  complain, but expressed tha
wish that she had npever left ** hold
Hingland,” She expressed considerable fears
lest her feet wonld get too sore to CAITY
her all the way, as they wern wet all the
time, snd although her husbund held out hopes
that when they got on the cpen prairie she
might ride on ope of the carta when the roads
were dry, yet this was no great relief, as she had
to get cif and walk when the prairis was wet,
and sometimes to wade throzgh the alonghs up
to the koees in éold water (as X nfterwards found
by experience), the oxen haviog asmnch as they
could do to deaw witheut the additional welght
of herself and baby.

From Winnipeg to Sturgeon Creek the road Is
more or less enclosed by fencss, and in the wet-
test places there are something like ditches on
each side, while the road is slightly raised in the
centre ; but na thera is scarcely aty attempt, ox-
capt in o0s or two places, to open & course for
the watar to flowout of thesesideditches into the
Aeginiboinr, which is guite near, they were foll
of water, which had become musical with froge,

beocme & quagmire, much worse to draw a load-
ed waggon throngh than If thers had been no at-
ternpt at rosd-making.

Un Batordsy evening when T was returning
over thls rond, the mud fn the centre, except in
one or two places, had brcome dry wnd hard,
aithough it had snnk In some plsces beiow tha
level of ths water in the adiacent ditches, whila
bers and there might be seen a grayish-grean
paddock hopping across the dry road to pay a

I frisndly visit to his Deighbors in the nther
diich, and, perhaps, give a Httle more wsigbt to

THE BARS IN THE CONCERT,

which wax there in fall blaat,

About half way between Bturgeon Creek and
3%, Charles Church, the rosd strikes the open
prairie and dividea into two trails, one golng
west paat Headiogly post-office, #he other trail
going north-west towards the half-breed reserve
in townsbip eleven, rapge one, east, (The
resdern of the Wrraess will perceive by the map
that the meridian line from whish the ranges of
townships in Manitobs, Keewatin and the
North-West Territory are mumbered to the
eart and weat, passes across the Aesiniboins pear
the dividiog line between tha parishes of Head-
ingly and Bt, Franenis Xavier, or about fifteen
wiles west from Winnipeg.) The trail going
torth-west iy the one most used at presest, and
is #2id to be mach the better for travelling on
just now, although thers are some pretiy deep
tlonghs to bs croseed withcot any bridges : but
there are vighteen mmiles 1o be gone over before
any house can be resched, the first being the
hotel kept by H. G. Houms at Pigeon Lake
post-office, near tha further end of the
parish of St Francois Xavier: Fven In
coming t2 Houss’s Hotel, & conxiderable detour to
the left has to be made, and many Western tra-
vellers who are prepared for eampiog out, do not
cail here at all, but continue going north-west
through the hall-breed townahips number twelve
in the second and third racges west. into the set.
tled township thirteen in ranges thres mnd fonr
west, and, after passing rourd the north end of
Loog Lake, turn south-west, reaching the front
rosd-near to Poplar Poiat, or fifteen to eighteen
miles from Portage la Prairie. As several of the
oxen had llreldyieguutadevblop sore shoulders,
it was evident that they could uot reach Honse's

utel that pight,and not being prepared to camp
in the prairie, we chose the fiont trail, and
reached  Headingly post-office at noon. My
traveiling companions drove to the banks of a
coulie or emall creek, which chanoed to be close
by, and thers prepared their own dinvers, but as
L had littls or no provisicns with me, I went to
the hotel, where a number of returning travel-
lers were taking dinper, Mocat of these had pe-
lected homestesds on the Little Snskatchewan,
aud wers returning to Winnipeg to look for wark
on the railway or elsewhere ; bub two or three of
them had not taken vp land, and ceemed dissat-
irfied with the country, eapecially the wet rosds,
One young man ac nowledgef{ that ha had
gone only thirty wiles west of Winniper, when
his feet, having been wet all the time, got too
sore fo travel further, wo he engaged hin Ppanange
to Winnlpeg with & man who was returning
thers with a waggon, fntending to return to On.
tario at onoe;, from which he was sorry that he
had ever wandered. I may aay hers that I havs

~while the rmad between had in wany plaes

mek with few who expressed s determination to
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to O‘nh.rio. but a good many say that they
m back to Dakota, where good Iand can be
had with less trouble than In Manltoba ; also,
the settlersin Dakota are sald to be more friend.
iy to new-comera than wre the people of Manl-
toba. Whils my companions wers resting at
noon, I walked on some distance shesd over a
splendid farmiog country, which Is also much
better cultival than anything I had seen in
thin provioes, except oo the banks of Biurgeon
Creek, 1 saw hxre s rather novel sight in the
form of & Beotch jrom plough with an osken
mouldboard, As I had often seen wooden plougha
with iron meuldboards, but naver

A3 [BON PLOUVGH WITH A4 WOODEN MOULDBOARD,

I asked the owner, an intelligent Beotch half-
breed, the resson for soch s changs, and
was told that it was very difficult to get
fron mouldboards that would clean them-
selves in this sofl, especially where it had
been ploughed several times.” Dauring my wan-
derings in the parish of Headil.hgly I saw numer-
ons reapers and mowers, Including two very fine
‘“ Marsh Harvesters,” which bicd the grairn as
woll an reap if, all 1aid up for fature use along
with other farming utensils, in the bushes or
aomse other convenient spot near the farmhouse
withont the least protection from sun or rain,
When I had gone a short distance in the par-
ish of 8t. Francois xmﬂf;} I wan ov:imkenkby 1;
covered waggon drawn s saperior yoke o
oxen, with two men walking alongside, while a
woman and soms children were seated in it
amoog & lot of household stuff. As these oxen
appeared to trudge slong at a better rata thsn
any T had yet sean on this road, I asked their
owners how much they had cost, and was tg!d
that the sum paid for them was $L10 at Still-
water, soma distavce east of 8t, Panl, M}ume-
eota, where they (the oxen} had worked in the
log'shanties all winter, bat a party coming from
5t, Thomas, Ont., had the forenight to purchase
& carload of these shanty oxen, which were much |
cheaper as well as in much better working con-
dition than any which could be got at Winnipeg.
I haveeeen several pairs of oxen for which 8170
the pair had been paid here, which wers not
near as good as were those Yankee oren for
which $110 had been paid at Stillwater. My
new acquaintances reached Houss's Hotel 25 miles
from Winnipeg, the first day, while my former
fellow-teavellers, who had started half-s-day be-
fore them, did Dot get within fx miles of
House's stopping-placa, -
The fuilol:gn? r;mrnlng abont seven o'elock,
while I was at House's, several mclll vflth tt;o
double waggons drawn by oxsn came in from the
prairie, whers they hng lost their way on the
previous evening and had to camp out without »
stick of wood to kindls a firs or a bundls of
hay o feed thelr oxen.: I learned from them
that they had jeft Winnipeg the previcus morn-
ing and siter croming Btargeon Creek had taken
the north-west trail, but night aom_tn_gonahtt]e
too soott, they lost their way In striving o reach
House's Hotsl and after wanderin f. wi]t::ﬂa had
to camp out, althongh not pre; or |
The fromm Winaipeg to the parish of 3t
Francals Xavier, axoept & fow miles in the
borders of the city and for three milew east of
. Headingly poat offive, Ia moxt suitable for farm-
1 i rolling owing to mumerous
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twenty feet above the present high water—
but during the entire leogth of the parish
of 8t Fraocols Xavier »sod until nesr Bafe
8t Paal office, not one ooclhe ia
crowsed, and the ocuntry Is almost & dea!
lovel. The river Aminiboine is exrxudingl-y
crocked at thia plaos, and the banks at Baie St
Paal post-office are only between three and
four feet hizh above the present high water,
while back & short distance the prairde Is in
some places flroded with the backwater from the
river, Bale St. Paul, from which this parish
takes its name, i3 not properly s bay {n the
nsual sense, but a largs extent of ~drowned
prairle, through which the water from Lorg
Lake finds an ontlet into the Assiniboine after
distilling iteel! throngh seven mi'es of long grass.
As the Arssiniboine makes a considerabls bernd to
the routh hers, the direct road t5 Port-
ago la Prairie crosses this drowned praire
in winter time, but in sommer the road
has to wind along cloes to the brushwood om
the river banks (at present two feet above the
water {n the river), or else turn northward until
the trail golog round Long Lake is met with,
The front road along the river banks had recent-
Iy becomzs Impasaable for any but foot passen-
gers, owing to the bridges having been carried
away from the places whers the travelled road
croeses short but deep counlies throagh which
the water from Baio Bt. Pagl runs inte the As-
siniboine. Bome of these bridgea had besn re-
paired, but ane of the largest wan still without
abridge. I learned from s ‘hﬂf-breed that the
way travellers get over this' stream is to wade
aroand the head of the coulis among bushes and
grass with water over two feet deep in sowme
places. As T had already wot my feet on several
occasions, and was already beginning to feel the
sdmonitions of an ¢ld enemy called rhenmatisn,,
whoas first scquaintance I had made while
driving sawlogs in the Ottawa County, I con--
cluded to turn back and defer my winit o the
places weat of Bt. Paul's Bay until there were
drier roads,

Dariog this short journey I'had seen numergna
large flocks of

BEX0W-BTRDE, BLACKETRDE, ROBINE,

arrows, quails, prafrle chickens, wild dncks
ﬁd geess, ind one loon. A good many of the
farmers had done conaiderable f:loughing, aud
some of them had sowed more or less grain, The
cattls were out feeding on the prairie, which in
some places showed a green tint, yot in many
placed thers were patches of mow among bushes
whera i4 had been drifted from tha prairie, The
weather had besn moet delightful, which made
travelling on the open grain'e very pleasant, al-
theugh in some placea I had to wade for & con-
siderabla distance in water. When retuming
sbout hali-way between Baie St. Paul and
Pigeon Linke post-offices, I got a last lock at my
former” acqoaintances, Mr. Garret and hia
nephews, and the Englishman with his wife and
family., They wers wore than s mile distant to
the porth-east of the road I was travelling on,
and as a largs elongh intervened, I preferred to
pass on without paying them o Iast vizit, bat T
took out my glass and watcked their movements
for ashort time, It was now four o'clock on
Thursday, and they had slready travelled bat
{rem ht miles of their jonrney of 175 miles,

R alightly 1
:Eu.'liu which empty into the Asdniboine—the
banks of thiy latter being from filteen to

YWhils s last lock st my Iate scquain.
tances, I also made a survey around the horizon,
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sreat, enst and north, snd counted fifteen waggone | ba, of a household. But if this expendlinre of
20l carta, v.h.ll:ﬂy the former, which were all |time o equally distributed amongst thoss to
owned by immigrants on the way * to their homa | whom we refer, not so with the expenditnre of

After wishing them all | money, This fell upon the few, the liberal.

a out journey mnd fine weather, I again | bearted, thoss who were for the time befng flush
m ‘Winaipeg, meeting maoy other west- | in

Lis the far distant west,”

ern-boand travellers by th

)

DEIFEING AND GAMBELING IN WINNIPZG--FACTH,
. FIGUKER AFD GOOD ADVICH—WHERX T'RE TALL

ETORIES COMN FROM,

Woretrea, Apcil B,

e WaY.

et.  There were those—the down-heartad
fellows with a totch of the blues, and a foeling
akin to homesickness—who drank at th,
of others. Nor was there so much want of

nity in this after all for, more than lik Ly, thi
oach ad thetr T o

DAT GF TREATIHG,

and were popular while their money Iastal”
The foreguing extract is from the Winnipeg

818, —*"That man who spent his time in the bil- | piner of Mon ¥, 21st April, and s it ntates
liard-room, drirking and smoking Satardsy night, exactly what I have m plf witnessed (sxcept
, until m Late hour, has loat confidence in himself, | 40t the Iatenass of the EZ’H

in Lkis fellow man, in the

the laws of economy and in
worals,  And, the writer recreta to atats that b
* fartoo many rpent last Saturday night in th

rs—between ten and

valne of industry, in | twelve o’elock-—-ax I have not been cut so Iate], I
the virtus of 200d | can vouch for ita correctnens, and might sdd that

all the other nights in the week except Banday

Little better ¢ i
manner, A visit was pald to moet of the drink- | Tt 1s e han om Saturdsy l::ﬁ};rt:m

ing places In the city

used evidenced bad tasta.

calied for ; bat, whiskey, stralght whiskey, and
bad whiskey at that, was the chief drink.  The
crowds were, as s rule, gaits orderly, but profan-
fty was indulged in beyond all bar-room stiquetts

outy was {reely spent, but thare was scarvely a

anloou fn whichs of the
nt themselves, A

for the [ovitation to drink

here In Winni 1a
to the treater's friends, and his friends’ (r;:.gdn,
atd to his friends' friends’ friends, and their
{rlendn,~—and when all had been served the
lsader not nnfrequently, with s familinr toes of

the head and & well known

structed the bar-man to mark it on

‘A FLILCE OF

teta theories In the city.

that his mecount might be t

corus on the Part of tha creditor, After making
Wi.nm'%og the writer ia of tha opin.
undred

the rounda o
lon that about three

urday evening s sbove described, that is, either

drinking, playing billiards

gettlag treated, and in many cased mingHng their

usslens profanity, If this
nomber {5 not &n over-statsment, gd the re-

acts with: words of

porter thinke it i not (I be
eatimate), an

. EBTIMATA OF THX COAT :
sy easlly be made, oomnting one dollars bead,

which is much below the av.

hnm.l.hmet hree hl}snncc};ed dollars wlom than uselomly

apent in ¥ o0 » & ovening

who shoald be saving thd‘r{gonahm s;;bg fing
.

their valuable lefsure time in
their wninds, or attending to

- brav .

nest, whole-souled fellow wor:[d ead his jolly
-natured companfons to the bar—nor waa

¢ partioular ns to the number who jolned him,

twoen the houors of ten

and twelre and, withont

flourishing businees was going on fn each placa,
DRINKIKG

was too freely indulged in. and the kind of drinks

Beer was frequently

¥
credit syatam did not
ﬁmdrhsartpd

wink of the eye, In-

1cs,’

ncreassd with & wel.

Persons spent Hat-
or phol, trea or

Heve it is an- under-

orage, and hers we

i provement o

suy exception, & around the hotels eve:

. . - | thefr fonds scting
* which the latter respondsd to with an *All right,

my lord I' calenlated to bust all the cash sys.
Thers was »ring'in
bis volos which at least impremod the debtor

It ja s matter of surprise to many

mANYy young men come from s are to be seen
evening, A man
of them may be call good v

WINNIFEG LOLYNES,

who do littls juba durlng the daytime for which
they charge exorbitant fees, and st evening go to
the hotsls and play billiards or cards, e
ready to spin out long yarna of their wonderfal
sdventures in the North-West to thoss newly ar.
rived from the esatern provinces, and also offer
aoy amount of sdvice as to the best modea of
getting along In this coun Of coure they
are always ready to take their places st the bar
when some farmer's son from Oatario, or soma
L;mr féom t.h; C. P, Railway, is desirous of
effect to his generons tisey stand-
i.p% l.::lriut fﬁ:ﬂ handa, hmp by .
: isve § maoy young men belonging to
respectable  parents ” fn  the asstern pro-
vinces, who sent them wup hers that they
might take mp land of their OwWDn, never
go  beyond Winmipeg, or rhape s few
miles out on the prairis, and after spen.
o good fellow fn & Wigni-
peg maloon, return home to thefr parents dis.
with the country, and talling wopderfal
talos of thefr imaginary sdventures, which they
had learned from Winni loafars. A grest
many of the laborers on tE:gGandi Pacitc Rail-
way come here to have a good time of it now and
again, squandering thelr means and destro
their health in the tavarns and other l?&
Ehich aboutnd in&l:u Iii]m::l ity of the North,
1= 8 great pity that Intoxicating driulm ware
ever permitted to be sold anywhere in this fair
wctl’ntry,l:nd I fearit Inlibe diffioult g;root it
oak, as 1% causes 20 much money to moent
here which is snppossd ¢o benefit the whole city.
It {s rather surprising how little q ing or
fighting is done, and I can only acoount for it by
the preasnce of ao ImAny sirangers ; 2o that, like
& lot of strange cattle in a ahf,ﬁvuryuuein
alraid to begin a quarrel since hio does not know
who he may have to enconnter, Could I reach
the ear of each fond t who intends landing
h.[nbgyto this provinse to puah his fortune,

the wanta, it may

8 expenss -

"ing thers was a protty har
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: —a¥ % waTIVES”
T, PAUL'B—SELKIRE
m‘ng:q‘_;;u-nnma "__woMIN WHO oq

Rl
WORK—ATGAB-MAK [KG—"* LAID UF.

i 23rd
— T left Wionipeg on Wednesday,
arh e ST b B e
the west of the ¢ - S
- on Friday evening,
:ﬂttulwu cold and rainy,and on the Eoi!owtll:g
Sunday momi.ng “snow fell, but bebfg:e tlfi:urzom—
dissppesred under a brizht mnd'frmt, pek A
unsebtled. . e

w%;t;eg::mnlm visited on the way 'l"i‘i t!l)m
Parish cf K!Ydonun, which {s settled cg L y‘rz
Scotchoren and their descendants "taham
aleo a few farmers from Ontario amonget .
Ap a rule, the

PAEMS ARE WELL CULTIVATED—

ends next the river and extending back
::Jv:éiﬁ:]hite& mile to a mile, the balance belng int.
state of nature, ‘The dwelling-housea l.l'fr"hne:;1 ,
and many would compare favorably wi 11; :
average Iarmhcuwse in Ontarlo or Quebec, ?n
ths outbuildings are inuch Inlerior to thot::in
the Esetern Provinces, s passabls barn g
almost unknown bere—in fact I did Tlﬁot l:le
ona between Winni and Selkirk, B ¢ !
tivated portions of the farms sre tgenex-ully we !
fenced—no eary job owing to the mhichtﬁ
timber and the very narrow strfpainto w! ; Ll
farms in this pection ars divided, varying from
three to ten cm;&:‘. width, by three hundred

enly in len

n.u’%ht: early vettlers of Kildonah have had mﬁ}kl
tn contend with, snch as want of market u\ld ak
of means of communication with the worl t
invasions by grasshoppers and by floods, e L
oceasional troubles and disturbances which t!:i:
distracted and decimated tha people of
patish. Duripg the wars between the rival fur-
trading companies twenty-three old conntrymedn
were mlanghtered in one l{, aud all their b})il -
iogs and crops destroyed. In view of thess dachs
I thiok that the peoples of Kildonan have dene
pretty well, and also, had it not been far the

CIVILIZING [EFLUINCA

mecilon, exercised by the presence here of
:g Ein;y Beotch families provious to the inﬂtix
of eettiern from the Eut and confederstion, :
great majority of half-hreeds would have been &
present but Little batter than the Indian, | -

Tha Rev. Mr, Black, FPresbyterian

ister, who has been here for nearly thirty :
i, sed alwayn has been, a statnch mpholder o
the WiTszzs, From present appearsooet he
is for apother quarter century’s work
inthe North-Weat. I have reason to fear that
the Furitun characteristice of this section are
becoming 1-ax dlstingt, se “tripﬁl.ng the Light fan-
tastlo tos™ amonest the young i becoming much
too common for the growih of had:.h}' Preaby-

arsh In thie parish, By the ald of » small
;nlxn Il?xmld {stinctly ses the Provincial Peni-
tentiary at Rockwood, nine mi'es dlatant, with
only one-farmhouse cocupyicg the lntervnm:_'g
WET, UNINEABITED QOUATRY

da from the borders of Winnipeg city north-
?ﬁ along the third range of townships enat,
gutil the border of the provices Is reached west
of the Icelandio setilomente. The mareh i
eizht miles wide in the -narrowest place, but iy
In some places twice that breadth. A good deal

much the ter part is what th
:Elolt‘h:l: “swsmpy,” %1?1 thiok that name
inapplicable to a tract of country which cag
boast of bullrushes and oat-tails (Aags) likw its
largest forest trees. Al thin marshy space can
be resdily drained, the vilume of water and not
want of sufficient fall being the chief obetacle,
and 'the time is not far distant when large fields
of wheat and osts will grow luxuriantly where
the frogeend wild ducks now ind a favorite abode.
The honses along the river’s banka are closs
together, olrclally in the lnnztgriah of 3t. An-
drews, which looks like & continuous vilage for
many miles The izhabitants are almoat exclu-
sively Seotch and Eoglish*natives, I use the
term ‘‘natives” for those wo are accustomed ]
to call . -

HALF BEXIDY ;-

but many of these are as whits as myself, and
both edneated and intelligent, aud the fatter
term fs inapplicabls to people who have V;:K
littls Indian Ek)od in their veing, and hencefi

I mean to usa the term, ** half-breed” only in con-
nection with certain land resarvesin this provines, -
and instead nse the mere correct term “‘natives,”
with the prefix of 3cotch, English or French, as
the cass may ba. A coneiderable number of the
Scotch and English patives, whoee fathers were
in the employ of the Fludson Bay Cum&n]ny.m
pent to Britain for their education, whils others
made good use of the limited educational ad-
vantaged of the conntry.. The pressnt Premier
of the provinecs, the Hoon. Mr., Norquay, is a
good -podmcné(thil Iatter clams, Thero are,
however, » good macy who hare very little ada-
catfon, and thers aro pot & few of them who
canpot read or write, I found that the color of
the skin waa no indication a;?;o the amount of
intslligence or edocation of ita possessor, =
some of thess dusky gentlemen spesk Buently
Engliah, Gaelle, French and Indian, and sgb-
wribe regularly to two cr three weekly news.

™

plf: reorved puﬂon]nl{ t> e when
omrverring with some of ths darker native wo-
men to bear them nse the broad Sootch se if they
wers but & few years frooa the heather—clad hills
of Old Bookia ; yet if thews samnoe ladies wers clad
in & blanket and mocamine they would poe in
any part of Outario or Quebec ss

B b pext parih below Kildonsn o the Red
River {a Br Paal, whare thers f2 vidble &
mazked changs In the appesrsace of fenom and
farm-bulldings. Bhingled.-houses now become
the exception mod mot the rnls, thatch being
used as the coverlog of more than hall the
dwelling-houses from here to Laks %
While peming through Bt Paal I
cn the fence and tock & warvey of the Lp

and this cogriction would becomns moeh strongpwe
sboald tm coaverse In the Ojbesy langnags,
which they speck Bornily. I may bere remark
that the Bootch oatired cling mrch more tens-
cloouly to the us of tha beantiful Scotch brogoe
inw Buarns veed to sing than do their fairec
conzins in the Eastern provinoes,

of it is fine hay land, with here mod thers a drz_ .
o .

E

L
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Whils pamirg along cae evezing on the river
rowd {0 the of 8L Andrew's, I observed

than mnhudnl:u:niaftht two smokets,
wers two pative engwped lu chopplog the

bt's supply of stovwwood from piles of poplac
;5:-. Ths way that the

LAUTES EANDLED YHR AIX

showsd plainly that they wurs po strangers to
thet occupstion.  Although pomsessing lawdy of
extraordinary fertility, and situsted on the banks
of the rirer, many of thess veople are preity
bard-op, azd have not yet the Government
for the med wheat obtl'n st the time of ths
grembopper invasion. - Drinldng wnd smoking
are much to0 peoraient hare for the intellectual
or taterial of the inhabltaats of this
partion of Efcr Majesty's dominions, -

Here and there along the river may be seen the
residanos of sowe old em of .the Hudwoun
Bay Company, some of whom hive peseed
throngh rather intaresting adventnres, 1 called
at the rmidence of Col. Jrmes Bta an old
Nar’- Wester, and who, in company with Jameas
Anderson, commanded the axpod] which left
the vorth-east corner of Great Slavs Take on the
Z3rd May, 1855, to search for traces of

EIE JOKK FRANKLIN'S LOST ENTTS,

After moending » small river which flowsinto
the porth-east end of Slave Laks, they croased
the t of land to the head waters of the
Great } Rivar, which they descended to the
Arctic cossn, and on sn island at the mouth of
% river fuunm:iom relics of thbzllm;hcxpedi-
y MTOTY W was & board ouging to w
bost on which the name Terror was
Cal, Btewart and his compacfons returoing
reached the gorth.cant end of Great Slave Lake
on the 18th Baptember, I aleo spent a night at
the hospitable residencs of Uspt,: Wiillam
Kennedy, » native of this country, snd who also
spent two winters in the Arotlo sean commanding
an um'hlch wak st In qoest of Bir
Joho Capt. Kennedy ssems to be
considerably exercised abont the wsy the Gov-
orament agents  here treat the Indians, asd,
although he is & very good man, I foac that he
overdraws hix pictures of their wrongs, - - .
I reached Belkirk on Fridsy svening and, after
enquiry, was directed to what was aald to be the
most orderly of six hotels which do business
hers. On Saturday I travelled sround a good deal
to seo the envirquments of this the future great
city of the Nora:-Wut, and started nomercos
docks and prairle chickens from among the
boshes anduamall pouds which st present cover
the greater part of the‘city. I also travelled
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dismeter, snd from twnzdf.o forty fest In
belght, were tapped by the ians, the tapping
being done with sxes and seemibgly with very
little regard to the fulure growth of the trees,

;| These very protty maple treew often grow Bve

or oix asd op %o a dozen trunks from ome
stamp, [ eaw one csss where » dosen trees
v, from two and Balf to nine [nches
{n distneter grew from ope samp, and nine of
thess tress ware tapped, making & lttle sngar
bush in ftael!,  Thess trees are rapld growers,
are emdiy transplanted, and will gtow from
oung ahoots stock into the ground ltike corrant
hes. I have alsc seen 1o some p'aces whers
these maples have been made Into fence plcketa,
After being driven Into the grouni they
havs started to grow healthy branchen, sod were
rapidly becoming trees. I havs seen woms of
these troes with rery beantifol tops on them, v
much resembling an inverted spinuing top, :1:3
an {nformed that with a littla cars fa tralo
slmost any desired shype of top can be attatn
It ts = matter of surprise that thess besautifgl
troes ares not planted more frequently around
Winnipeg, the only difficulty Io their enltare
belrig the delight ths oattle in browxlng on
the young shoots, S
After travelling down along Spesr Polot for
more than & mlis, & heavy anow and rain storm
camo on, and ay it was vary weitiog I furoed to
the left st right anglar to feach the ma‘n road,
which X knew to be not very distant, but was
much disappolnted by coming td & lagnon of
desp water with s two-masted schooner ridlog ut
anchor in {t, which compelled ms fo travel
back throngh the bush b{]l.hc way I camie, the
result being & wettlng which did me no good.
This Iagoon extends up In the rear of Spgar
Point cst to where the railwiay crorees, from
s poigt a mile and & half below, and isa most
convenfent place to winter boats in, an they
will be entirely free from danger when tha ice
is paesing out of the river in tha apring. There
fs & mimiler lagoon of debp water extending
from the sast bank of the river up to the 0. P.
Railway near the placs whers the Pemhing
Branch joins jt, and making - T

ONK OF THR MOET CONVENLENT XATURAL HAEBORS

in the Dominion, )

When I reached my hotel T was both wet and
cold, and as thers was mearcely any fire fn the
bar-room, I got pretty wall chﬂfnd bafore s con-
ple of half-fntoxicated individuals could be ia-
dnced to get & lttle wet poplar to kindle tha
fire with, The landlord, who seems to be ‘s
clever man, was on this cocasion abesnt in Win-
nipeg, A good pat of the sueceeding evening
was spent uncomfirtably with a ot of half.
drunken young men who phemed in some of
the most disguating forma that T have aver hoard.
After T tetired to oy bedroom thess indli-
dunis got into & free ght and made & grest daal
of nolse and some havoc smeng the fornit ore of
A o, aa grie-driak i

- Thasy mo! & ¥ | ng wie
onwithrenewsd .mdmgunweli.l‘leﬁtgi

| city of Balkirk snd sought the hoepltable home uf
Math i

the Bov, Alexander ooon, Presbytorian min.
tater at %i:ﬂ;dbrlhin Church ]l:mar Low'erfﬂm't
Garry. on morntag I began to Wwrits
this letter. but soon became too unwell asd had
to go to bed, About noon, & sbow-storm cams

Jon snd es 1 lay in bed wrdhing the big snow-

Aaken whirling past the wiodow, my thonghta
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towards the hundred of

b“:l'rﬂ'i-nwho wears at that time out on the trall, | Bexides the

axposed to the snow and raln, on thelr to
the Li bwmn- Bhonld mny of

hkh:.dnithqmld scarvely expect to re- | carvfaily

:in mch kind attention and cars from & good

- Bamaritan sod his wie as had been my good for-

tuna duriog this doknase.
Littls Britain Monase, Cously of - Lisgar, April
98th, 1879,

EEWARKARE CROPS—EQUALLY. REMARKABLE  IM-
PROYIDANGR — IT FAYS TO MAMURR EVEN
I MANTTORA— PINQING — FRENCUH SHAPED
FARMA—THE GOVERNMENY AND THE INDELNS,

B, —S3ihoe coming to this proviece I have
traqrantly been told almost Incredible tales of
ths produivenems of tha, woil hare, but as thers
was not sefficiant proof of tha gquantities raised
giren I did not chooes to writa under this head
‘tmt{l I lexrned more abont ths matter. Durin

.4
my of over two days st tho hospltable resi. | My

dence of the Rev, Alex. Ma in amile of
Lower Fort Garry, I learued something of the
productiveness of the sofl ia thess parts, from a
parfectly relizble rgurce, Attached to the manse
ut Little Britain Church, thers is a glebe with
six chains frontags on the river' and extending
four miles back, Thix {s nearly all covered with
brashwosed and snall poplars, with I? e&md m;ly
grasry pastures, m. an  oxoe ron for
catile A lTittle over four acres have been ploaghed,
from whizh more produce was raised last year
than waa grown on many thousands of farms in
the Proviacs of Quebec. About an scre of this
tillad land is In the farm of a garden, on part of
which were grown i

MONSTEE OABBAGES, BERTS, CAERQTS AND
TURNIFS ;

bat no correct aooount was taken of the quantities,
Beveral comooo pumpking. (not aqusshes) grew

ixty ponnds each In waight ; cltrons, ten
to twelve pounds In weight. A patkch of com-
maon yellow comn conslating of fitteen rows, with
eightean hiils to .the. row, prodoced over «ix
buashals of shelled cirm,. The hills wers about
thres feet apart esch wiay. There was also a
patoh of pop-corn, which was also very fine, bat
np account was kept of the qu"nﬁt,ofmm I
AW samDies of both of these kinds of corn ““ia
tha ear.” and they wers ap g any aversge crop
that I hays seen. grown arpund Oftawa, On s
polato paieh meswuring twenty-three by thirty-
coe, yards were grown one hnndred busbls of
very fing eacly roms potatoss, yielding st the rate
of sayen h : tweniy-nine bushels ta the
acre. From ooghi dx%f:’ fine potatoss wers
dag, which male thres ars for a damily of
pocilona o caotmeinty farre Dol potatin

enormo o be

and were both superior in. taate and flaver
to an; of the k¥od which I bavs estan in

wr over & year. Mr. Matheson keopy [ £

tres! .
ﬁmm ina pit fear the bank of the river,whers
thay aro trom frost.

all the land which
I have weens sinoe coming to this provinoe,
It may seem fucredible to Eastarn farmaers to

and finds that it pays to manure land here an
woll us alsewhare, : .
Aaall the Episcopal and Preshyterian churches
in the old settlements bare large globes attached,
the parishioners might largely mogment their
pastor’s mlary by mrf » bee in the spriog to
tin a crop in thess rich glabes, and another
E:g In harvest to gather in‘the grain, Instesd
of th“‘gii:' Matheson has to pay much mors for
gettlog his land ploughed than would be considered
‘good pay near Montreal or Ottawa. Most of
the churches here of every denomination would
require some such prescher as Dir. MacVicar of |
Montresl to come l.mong them, and {?u:h to
them from such texts ma2 Cor, Ix., 6, Rom, xf.,
lLAuLo-ﬂr Fort Garry is stuated in & oom-
paratively well-wooded “conntry the .

CONT OF FRNCING

hers In not nearly o high au In other places
throughont the province. The fencing of a
square containing about four acres requires shout
2 _lengths of fance, conadyting of aix po
pd?‘"dmgihﬁg and one short tamarac pick-
et for sach - .
. The cost of the material for such fanos delfver-
od on the xpot Is s follows :

1,200 Poplor each 12 fpet long, at
o5 per 100 -

pexr 100 e $24 00
460 Tamsrao pibkets, each 7 fest long, at
- 3350 per 100 ... ..., 14.00
200 Tymares pickets, exch two faet Jong,
at®L per1O0 . 2.00
Totsl coat of material. . ____, .. 214000

Thhtf:etnot instude bezal and willow withes
%o tis the pickets together in twa or three places.
Tha pickets alser being sharpened at ooe end,
mddrmintothﬂtrmdinphnbwt eloven
set distance betwwen each pair. The pickets in
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would otherwiss do. Where tamarag, oak, ssh
or maple cannot be obtained, poplar ia ured for

ickets, but it will only taat thros years, when it
Eeoomu rotten at the ground. The fence poles
also requirs to be renewed evo ht or pine
years, bot thers is not much loat by this, as they
are then used for foel wnd green pales pul lo
their places. This changing of the ?:nca rails in
clten d ;ne much more frequently than is needed,
as they are cften

-C0T TF POR FUXL

during the cold weather by peopls who neglected
to lay by a winter's aupply of firewood. On the
following wpring these individuals are often en-
gaged replacing thelr fences, whan they ought to
ba putting the eeed {oto the ground,

Uwing to the very narrow strips of land con-
tained in most of the farmu on the river, and also
want of arrangement among near neighbors in
the selection of their parks of cultivated land,
fencing becomes ver{ costly sometimes, I have
seen stripa of land less than two hondred fest
wido a.ncﬁnore than half a mile long enclosed by
a fence from the surroundlag prairie, yet part of
this little strip remained uncultirlted‘:

After a few days' rest at the macnse at Little
Britain, receiving the kindes} care and attention
from the family of the Rav, Mrc, Matheson, I be-

" came well enongh 40 proceed down

AMOYGST THE IXDIAXS

living on the reserve north of Selkirk, snd prssed
ons night st the honse where PYeguis post.office
i located west of the Red River, near the line
between townehip fourteen acd fifteen in the
fifth raoge east. I was now nearer to Like
Wianipeg nod Lhe north pols thsn I had
ever been before, yet the grasa was atart-
ing to grow vigorouwsly, and the forests
werg chaoging considerably feum the dead gray
color of winter, The peopls in this locality are
called the Saulteux Indians, but they seemed
much more like French aod Scotch npativex
They seem to coltivats nearly as much land per
{amily as do che natives above Selkirk, bat they
have vecy few oattle or horses, which ivy no:
very wonderful singce the meadow-landa are not
a8 convenient to their homes as {s the case fur-
ther up the river, A good deal of fishior and
hunting is done by these Inc:ane, asthe fish io

the river Is very .obandant and of fine quality. |

school hers s entirely ocontrolled by nom-treaty

men, white and bativee, came into the roserve
! and bought lands from the treaty Indiacs, usilng

4 ROTTLE OF GEOG

in making the bargain, and by thia means the
treaty lands were eiippicg oub from under the
anthority of himself and his council He had
applied frequently to the agents, to prevent
thess unlawfol sales of treaty lands, but nothing
bad yst been done, and ha foared that nothing
woold ba done until he was' compelled to
taks forcible posseasion of the transferred treaty
ylands, He was very anxionz to koow if T was
an authorized Government agent, and when told
that I was only & newspaper man, he desired to
know if I would publish a Hst of his grievances.
I told him thet inn would make out a list of sll
caves where the Government falled to carry oot
their promises, I wonld see that they were print-
ed, He promised to have a meeting of his
council shortly, when s full Hat of their
grievances wounld made out and & copy of
them sent to my adiress at Winnipeg. Wa
then parted, ing hands all round in & friend-
ly manner,

Alter leaving the Chief, I interviewed several
others, both treaty and nootreaty men, and
heard various sccounts of the = Indian treubles”
which seem to be sbont as {ollows :—These In-
dians, or natives {the Saultenx, cams origiaslly
from Laka Sapertor, while the Bwawmpy Crees
cams from north ot Lake Winnipeg}, setiled in
this Iocality s good many years ago (I think
they all profess Christianity at present), and were
attended by missionaries from ths Church Mis-
sipnary Socety, - .

BIrORR THE TREATY

with the Government was made many of these
Todiaos sold their claims to patives mad others
who would not some under the provisions of the
treaty ; consequently, they have a perfect Wght
to do what they please with their lands, When
the treaty was made, all thix tract of country
was given to the Indiins without any ex=epticn
being made regarding lands held by persous wh>
wonld not come under the treaty. was an
unintantional omission, yet the Chief thisky that
these lands rightfally belong to the trwaty Ia-
disn, aod that the Government should extinzuish

Mot of the doga have s wolBah look abount ' the claimsof non treaty men, and givethe land to

them, and ars pretty geoerally used in drawing

_sledges in winter time. 1 had quite along ia-
terview with the Indian Chief, Henry Prince,
who received me cordially, aad conversed with
wme through an interpreter, althonyh T have baen
told that he apeaks pretty good English, Heis
much blacker in color than ¥ have seen suy In-
disn befors. He i# of ¢ymmanding presence
and apeakn well in Lis own language,and displays
conslderabls shrewdness, bat I fear he sme

- the corke too often, which glves his eyes eome-
what of & dissipated cast, although he complains
hardly of the Selkirk hotel-kespers selling prog
to Indians. He complained very mush of ths
Goverpment having neglectad to carry out the
provisions of thelr tresty with the Indisos,
saying that they had not xupplisd them
with nearly the number of cattle, nor the amoont
of seed prain which had been promised. The

tha Indians. The old chief says he ia willing Lo
forego his suthority over thesa lands if the Gov.
ernment will secors to him snd his people all
tha lands hald by tresty-cen st the time the
tresty way mads ; as treaty Indisne are aallin
their lands to non-treaty natives and whites, %
beliere the old chief is quite Yght on this Latter
point, and that the Government shoald not per
mit trealy lands to be bought by others witbogt
the chusent of the whola tribe, and I might sdd,
the Government authorities,

THE SCHOOL DIFFICULYT

{n about ss followa : ThaDomnion Goreroment
having promised to support a schoal for the In-
dians, have been lately paying $300
year to that end, but sa thers are two achools {n
tha parish {some ten miles In length), the grast
is 0only $150 to each school.  Tha noa-tresty toeg

Government also promised to support s sckocl
for the Indiane, but had not done so, since the

make up the balance (after the Local Gorem-
ment grant ie received) by taration ladd on the

men. He further complained that non-treaty
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real eatats belonging to themselves, An thay pay
the-Lion’s share of the expsnss they wish to have
control of the schools, which are hald in baild-
ings belonging to the Epiwotﬁ:l‘ Chy bat
Chief Prince cannot endurs othars should
have grester authority than himsel!, and wants
to ‘rule the schools sud chooss the teachers.
This could be borne by the others were owly
properly qualifiad teachers smployed, but the
chief will have his own friesds sppointed. al-
thongh not proparly qualified to teach, I think
that the Government should tell his chieftain-
#hip, kindly but firmly, that soy schools receiv.
ing Government sid mnst be the direction
of fully qualified tuuhutd_m:nl;;lm th.;t A
grant of $300 per year di ween two
wchools, is rather a cheap way o!xgurformln a
treaty obligation to maintain a ol for
Indiane

About .

THE EEBC GRATN QUESTION,

I hare heen told by several parties that u little
over 2 year ago a Government agent vhited oIl
ths Indians at their homes, and saked them how
mich seed grain thay would need on the follow-
ing spring,which amount was entered in a book ;
bat althongh the Indians went to copslderabls
troohle to prepare the for ths reception
of this g the quantity afterwards given wa
but s small fraction of the amount which the
Indiass wers led to expect, amounting in some
cases to a pailfn! of wheat whers savaral bashels
were expected. Ax] will probably treat oe the
Indian question s little fuller when Chief
sends ».?ong his badget of grievances, I will laave
the subject for the present,

Winnipeg, May 2od, 1679.

WINTSTERS IN THY BORTE-WEST—BACHYLORS AND
THIIR HOMES —BRIDGING 4 STREAM —WIVES
WANTRD,

S1z,—On the morning of Tnesday, Tth inst.,
I accepted the offer of a drive into the newly
lot.t.l.«fcountry l¥inrg borth-sast from Winnipeg.
We fint drore down the west side of the Red
Rirer aboat seven tilen, to the ferry st Prit-
chard's Mill in 84 Pacl’s parlah 3nd here cromsed
the river and went over two milss more south-

northern b’mnd‘g ol 8o 4 {townahip 11,
range 4, anat) to the er of Bannyside, which
liew immedistely eaakt of 8 od., Wethen
toroed socthwaed soma oe to  honse re-
2amuly visdted by death, the Rev. Mr. Robertson
having come all this dlstance to attend the fune
eal and preach & sermaon. I mizht remark bere
POR TEE CONFOEY OF MINISTIRS
ia Estern cltiss who think they are overwarked,
that my reverend fellow-traveller in this jogrpey
had to pay four dollars out of his own pockst for
lh-moithchotﬂnndbnggyvhkhk_dhm
yver thee filteenn miles of (ia many very
tad rcads. We wers more than three bhoue
making the journey, and alter tha services wrre
Jree, wert n.bwnwo:;le- wIHcmNmC-inio«
tey In Buooyrde ere parted with Me
B:Ltm st soroe thios afuer thres prm., velther
f s baring tanted food clnce sarty In the mrn-
ing. Mr. had wcacoely any vioas
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crive a cent for his time or travelling expenses.

Birda" Hill is from sixty to saventy fost above
the adjacent prairle in many places, and as I
had ki seen nothing in provines that
oould be called a hill, or aven & mound—anless
that appellation were gvan to some of the pilea
of manors—I enia{ﬁcll' e drive very much along
the crest of this from which I got an ex-
cellent view of the country on both sides, To-
wards the parth very few hounses weryg to ba seen,
but southward we conld see nearly evary house
and grass wwamp In Bpringfield. The western
point of this range approaches near the railway,
snd s adds track is laid to the hill, whers an
abundant ru;ply of excellent vel in taken to
baliast the Pembina Branch way. Shculd
Winnipeg become sn important city st some
futare period, it is probable that a large quantity
of gravel will find Its way from Birda® Hill to
the streots of Winnlpeg, .

THIS BIEDA’ AILL RANGE

rons across nearly the whole Jf the north end of
Bpripgfield, then turns north-west to about the
ocentrs of Cook's Creek township (township 12,
range 5, east), Itis almostentirely gravel,andthe
soil on the top i of littls value for farming par-
poecs, Thelsnd in Sannyside, with the exception
of Moone Nose Hill, is nearly all wot, and a oom-
parstively small quantity has been brought nnder
cultivation. There is very little wood of any
kind (exoept willow bushes), the little poplar
which grew In binffs hers aad there having been
mostly all cat down, and I think it wounld be
difficalt to get one hundred and fifty cords
of firewood on thes whols township without
makiog & ruid on tha fences or boildings, The
settlers here hawve almost all come from the

lsrgs. Thees csttle receive very litils attantion
during the summer, and sometimes stray away
and nre never ssets again ; In winter thay are
siabled, and fed with prairie hay, of which thare
s an abondant tuppl’inthu.

There is an exoredingly

I4RGE PERCENTAGR OF PACHELORS

six square mmiles in all
jority of the voters in tids Iarge school dletrict
ars bﬂ:bllm’ll covseqoently they elect s majority
of the school trostees ot the sams persoasion.
Two of the tromtees are lving Inzingle Blamed-
nesa, or s it is termed bers, ' bachingit;” the third
troetes haa b wils bot his children sre too xmall to.
attend achoal,  The teachur ab present imchm{
% » Whers

the diff.

mqudn!.-.;m.hlp'hht.beb«nnd y visis-
A cn this occasion, and did not apect tore

'x sonasintazoss. I am told that " baching it~
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in very generall ticed throughont nesrly
all the uttlenghplr:cthis conntry, snd tince
roch s state of affairs tends ‘to hinder the in-
creass of both trade and tion Bir Jobhn
Maodonald would confer a Inrting benefit on the
reat North-West If, with the ald of My, Phippe,
e conld oononet some schame of nationsl policy
whareby -

WIVES OOULD BX SXCURED

for the many lonely gentlstnen realding ‘lo thia
country, Sometimea two neighbors ‘' bach it
together,” and occupy the same house, bat for
the mont part they *" den up slone.” A
few them keep their dwslllags quite tldy,
but more of losve things inaide the
house in a stats of confuslon much worse
than prevalls In maoy of tha homes ¢f the In-
diaps living down near tho wouth of the Red
River. I find that moat of these single gentle-
men Are In pretty good circumstances, having
benides goocF farm & large number of cattls.
Une of them, whoss personal appearance sesmed
less cult(vated than auy Indlan whom I have
seen in the viclnity of Montreal, {s the owner of
a first-rate fnrm, sad over fifty bead of cattle,
and hoa aleo conmiderable mocey lsnt ont st high
interest. As in all cases I tried to got my board
and lodgings in houses made bright by tha pre.
sence of women, I caanot speak from experi-
ence about bachelor fare, but I am told that the
bannocks beked by them ero generally not very
tempting to the mppetite nor amsy of digestion,
‘they allow their calves to snck the cows,
sud  comsequently have very little dairy
work to perform. I have been propos-
ing to several of ithese men that aftar
the harvest in gathered, they should club
together and run sn excarsien train down east
to whers the ladles are more plentiful, snd sae
il they eannot securs houseknopers, Mr. Josaph
Tees, formerly of Montreal, toid me lately that
ha was contemplating starting & v

‘“ MATRIMONTAL AGXNCE,”

58 it was likaly {0 be better patronized than the
bosiness of undertaker, .

On the sv¥ening of Wednesday, 8th inst, I
crossed Cook’s Creek on the boundary lose be-
tween townsbhips 11 and 12 in the aixth range

east, not qnita a mile from the porth-esat corner

of Sunoyside, and doring that eveaing and the
next forenoon virited most of the houses in
these two townships, The creek in quits large
bere, although not quite two miles from its
Fource in an extensive marsh ‘which covers a
cunsidershle portion of township 11 ridge 6,
eaal, and several equare miles of the eastern
part of Bunnyside, T ma{uuy here that this
creek i3 ot properly d down on the
map, where it ia also  wrongly called
*Davil's Creek.” It runs sbopt ten miles
nocth-sast of this place, and does not join the
Red Biver uantil close to Lake Winnipeg. 1t
- st rakher atrangs that the name of
HIF BATANIO MAJENTY

should bs o ueutly attuched to lakes and
creeky in this and other countries, whils there i
reason to fear that he has much more steck
taken in the people than in the waters on ths
rurface of thin tarrestrial sphers.

Thers Is & low graval ridge ronning enst across
the front part of the Townehip of Rossmors {towu-
ship 12, range 6, east), and moat of the settlers ars

or Rusricus.

located on this ridge. This township and also
the townshipe south and west of jt are fncluded
in the half-breed reserve, but & good -many set-
tlerd had loeated hero before the reservte was mada,
and consequsotly continue to bold thair Iots. The
half-breed lots are also E.ningl{:eﬂy rapidiy
into the pomsesxion 9 specilstory, el ridge
in Roeamore, whets it i not scon; ie'f{)ly wran, i
largely tenanted by badgers, which burrow holes
In the d large enongh'to allow s eat to en-
ter, {n some canes T have seen npwards of »
onrtload of pravel which bad been taken ont of
ooe hole,  Although the holes were pretty nnme-
Tous, and many of them bearing traces of recent
badger-work, yet I could pever got & sight of
“ his badgership.” This township is also moch
infested by

PRAIRTE WOLVES,

making it almost impoesible to keep sheep. Two
of there small wolves had been seen ‘elose to a
farmhoure hare the day befnrs I arrived, but al-
though I wandered & good deal wmong the woods

'on the saatern bank of Cook's Creek, I could dis-

cover no traces of Mr, Coyotte.

On the afterncon of to-day (Yth) I was comicg
westward out of Boesmors, sbout & mile and o
haif worth from the south boundary of that tawn-
ship, and in dofog so had to cross the oreck,
which at present is nearly the siza of =
small river. A I di not like to
make & detour of several milss through brush
and awemp to reach a bridze, I loaked for some
time to nee if » fallen tree conld be found lylng
scromss the stream, bot nonecould be found, ™ As
I had no axe nor any othar edged tool with me;
excopt s small jackknifs, the ides of bridglng
such a stream would indicate the superlative de-
gree of verdancy when viewed by & Western im-
migratlon agent on friandly terms with -

A COAT, OIT BOTTLE,

but not a0 with an Ottaws shantyman. After
far some time for narrowest
part of €fhe stream, I found e place whers
{t wws aboot fifteen foet wids wilth »
nﬁdcmnt running thres fest deep, Hers
I down my sstchel and went fn gearch
of dmber, and found smply supplies
oot far off, In & place Whers the firs had, some
PATS ARO, od a cumber of poplar trees, which
a4 afterwards been blown down by the wind.
Thoss that lay on the greund were too rotten for
bridging putpcess ; but whers they wars wop-
ported from off the 80il by the stump or some
ather trea, they wern still and very light
to carry. T first got cne of the xmaflest and pat
it acrosa the stream, and aftarwards, by means
of this, ruccesded In getting two Inrger vnes
placed meroes, and on thia tempotsry badg
crossed Cook's Croek o safety.
Cook’s Creck. Townakip 12th, range 5th, sast, May
oth, 1879,

ORNITHOQLOGICAL SWANPS—CROPE—L YIEW OF
TER FPRAIRIN—A FRIFNDLY IETIAENT 1N
WOODLANT,

31, On Friday, I0th lostaat, I mades el
cuit through the scuth half of Suanyside, which
seems to be an excallent

BREEDIKG-PLACK FOR WILD DOCIS,

as, dnrin'g a journey of t mflea. I found four
nests of these birds, conl gin;hth!ﬁyeywt
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The ducks when hatching seem to loss » good
deal of thelr former wildoess, and will
not leave their ©nests until {:: ' are
within & few feet of  them, w they
flutter away as it cna of their wings were
brok-n, much after the same {ashion s » ﬁnnd
sparrgw when endeavoring to inducs & boy to
run after herself and pay no attemtion to her
nest, Thees ducks seemn rather oarelesa in salect-
ing the place to build their nests, 38 two of the
nests were quite closs to s fravellsd road, aod
one wat In a ploughed feld, Prairie chickens
are also nnmervas hers, of large size and vaxz
tama, I did not see. mny of thelr nests, aa it
rather sarlyin the scason, but was informed thet
when lmtciin they xre very loath to lesve the
nests, and wxﬁ allow peopls to come up guite
closs to them, snd after & whil bacome wo
fawiliar with children who pay frequent vistty
to the nests that they wﬂg remaln cixll ttl‘:;m and
peck at the yourngsters who approsc noay,
juat the way that a cross setting han wonld do.
Qwing to the Iarge amount of wet lacd hers
the settlers are fow mnd far between, there
i e e T
mile in the sont of Bannynide,. an
ratio Is not much ter In the morth half At
ths time of my visit I believe that tha half of

‘this township waa from two inches to two feet

undsr water, and more than half of the remain-
der was too wet to bs plonghed even here, where
they plongh land jn & much wetter state than
wonld beugone in the eastern provinces, I De-
lieve that I 1m within the mark whan T say that
not Svs per cent. of the land in this township
has been ploughed, A

COXPLYTE SYATEM OF DHAINAGS

for the two townships of Springfield and Sunny-
mida c{it ahould bave been callsd Marshyside)}
would not cost over twenty-five cents per acre
sod would Incresse the valus of all the land
from $1 to ¥3 per acre, bexides making good
roads to market at all sessons ; yet the peopls
hesitats about incurring the expenss, momse of
them saying that the wet land {& more yaluable
than the dry, since it supplies them with plenty
of hay to feed thait live stock with, although the
two past sessons wore too wst to cat the hay in
mazny pl.loa.

Daonng-all jburneﬁﬁ iz this pravince I
have been mu:{l.ng carefnl enguicies s to the
saitablensss of the scil and climate for prodocing

the
. TAME Gm o -
wmch as timothy ey, red-fop, clover, Hi
gromt, Ao, bl¥ mmldy et o relinbla orma-

Ht to replace the wild pative grames, They
g::,lhmdol large crops of timothy hay bav-
ing been growao in ﬂ:m:{::tlols bat
the ox ta with gram {n Bocnyeide
had alroost all been failarms. I afterwards vieit-
od the farms le Speingfield whare ﬁmdz hay
wan grown, aod waa eqaally wurprised the

enormons cxops growa, aad at ths ymall nom.

bar of farmers who have trisd to ralee this vala:
able kind of hay. I womshown mveral peetty
lage Selds whers ovwr thres toosof timothy
bay to the acre was out fn socom-
ton, and in cue or two cases produce waa

oF Rrusticus. _ 13

asld to be nearsr four tons to the acre. Theso
farmersall told me that they had never seen
BUCH LARGX OBOFS
of Hmothy hay grown in any of the Fagtern
provinces, énd one fmrmer who had cight acres
of timothy hay, oo whickh three toms of hay per
mhndbemmthntmninldtham part
of 16 »t $19 per tom I enguired of moms
of the. sucoessful onliivaters of timothy hay,
why its caltore had failad in Soan I(L, sad
was told that the land where 1% had sown
was - too wet ;- but wherever it was sown on ‘dry
Innd it did reranrkably well, if not too thickly
sceded, s it stools out here much mors than tn
the Essteru vamces.' The farmers who rais
timothy eed their horses with i§ whils a%
work, s do much better on it than when
fed on prairis hay. I havs not yot found soy
cases whern clover has been snccessfnily grown,
nor anyons who bas tried red-top ; but Hon-
garian grase grows mosd loxuriantly, and If not
»own fntty thiok' the stalks hecome rather
cosrse for fodder, more resembling wheat straw,
1 went soms ce 0 ses & small field of
FALL WHELY, .
which the owner saysis the caly one In Mani-
toba. The greatar portion was pretty well killed
out, but s strip about thirty fest wide across the
north end of the pisce looked well, and promises
to produce nbu.mfnnt.ly. I saked the owner ths
causs of meh & msrked difference in the sace
field, He said that be had sown Clazson whext,
htonght {ranm Markham, Ont., in that strip,
while the rest of the field was sown with &
varioty called ** white chafl.” Tha part of the
fisld whers the Clauson wheat was sown being
near the [ence, waa covered by a drift of snow,
whils the rest wia more ex :
Thers tre soins extenrive farmery in the

MOBTALITY 4¥ONG HORAES,

e swipicions that the I chre,
clove u;di:hob-dlt:ndlzd' 3
chiaf causes of since Lower Canadian
soem to do very weall,
Batardsy afternoom I again visited Mocse
(:cmeteg, tor the purpose of geiting a
of the, coon fram ths summit of
which ia about seventy feet
This hill
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seamed streaked with variety of colore,
amoag which wers dark brown, dark
gy, lght grey, dark green, binish’ grey

grey and  green, and some spota of
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or four miles, whan viewed through a small
xlasa, resomnbled yvery muach some
KALKIDOSCOPIC VIRWA,

The black streaks wers tha lately ploughed
fields, the dark brown wss whers prairis fires had
been ronning last fali, Warning the grass and
killing the bushes; the dark gray conafsted of
hazel apd poplar fmaban, which had not yet
leafed out ; the light gray was pretty extensive,
and consisted of unburnt fields of old pralrie
grara and unploaghed wheat snd.oat stubbls ; the
dark green color adorned the wet meadow lands,
{rom which the hay had beeu teken last year,
aad althongh now covered with from two to rix
joches of water, yet the young hay bLss already
g0t high enough to overshadow the fiood ; the
hinish gray Indicated the marahes, whers the
bloish-colored new grass, and also spots of
water, give a bluish tint to the old and wither-
ed marsh gram of the previous year's growth;
the duppled gray and green colors arise from the
prescot half-leafed state of the willow bushes,
which are very plentiful all over these parts, and
the bine spots wers places wherw the water,
whils covering the old crop of wild grass, was
atill too deep fur the new crop to get above its
surface.

The tops of the higher buildings in Winnipeg
are geen from

THE MOQSE NOSE

—called this name owing to a sopposed resem.
blance which it bears to the noss of the mooss
—and wervit not for the groves of poplare which
grow near 5% Bobiface, the whole city would
ba plainly visible in {avorable weather. The
Government own the land on the most elevated
part of thic hill, it being & acheol reserve, and
bave given eeversl acres™wn the summit for a
cemotery and also nites for churches, The il
is composed of very beautifnl white geavel, with
fow stonea larger t » man's fist. If near a
large city this white gravel, aboot the sizs of
swall marbles, wonld be in demand for pav-
iog footpathe in gardens and lawnoa.  This echool
reserve was ot one time of considerable “value,
owing to the large amount of woed on it, bat it
hans been pretty well strioped of that commodi-
ty. Soma people here meem to have very mis-
tuken idess about the righ's of the Dominion
Government and the Hudeon Bay Compsauy to
the timber grown on their reserves, consequent-
Iy the achool lands and the Hudsco Bay Com
pany’s lands are plundered without compune-
tion. Not only is the wood growa on these
lands taken for farmiog purpwes but a large
portion finds [ts way to Winnipeg mar-
ket. Bome people who reslly do pot own
-aoy land ot their own engage pretly extensively
in the Girewood buslness, and they seem to have
the sympathy of a good many others who ought
to koow better. liecently forty-six cords of Ere
wood were seizad and sold at Selkirk, for having
beau cut, contrary to law, upon the Iandian re-
eerve ; but the price st which it wag knocked
down waa lens than thirty cents per cord, and the
presa of that great city of the future spoke ap-
provingly of the traneaction. The thieving of
Goverument wood would not look so bad, ifit
were only dooe by poor people who have ne wood
lots of their own, but some of the wealthicst men
in these parts, who own wood lota, raid pretty
extenaively on the Government wood, and leave
their own for futare nse,
Winnipcy, May 15th, 1879.
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PRIVATIONS OF FREIGHTING ~MARSHY PRATRIES —
THE MENNORITES — ORUANIZING BUNDAY-
hcHGOLS—4 HINT,

S1t,—On the afternoon of Thursday, 15tk inst.,
I atartsd on a pilgrimage smongst a number of
amall Cansdisn ssttiements lying east wod
south esst from Winnipex. My course was along
the Dawson roats (trail it shonld be called) for
thirty miles to Pointe des Chenes; then sonth-
weat some seven or elght miles to Ulear Springs
settlement, which is situated on the aouth-esst
qnarter of township seven, range six, eaat, and
also includes a strip of land from one mile to one
and s half mile wide nlong the west border of
township meven, ranga seven, east. After crossin,
the railway track at St. Bonifsce I pase
throngh 2 mmall strip of poplar woods, and
entered on the most lonesome and wet prairie
I had yetaeen, being nearly all covered over by
water mnd willow bushes. The road had been
1ecently passed over by a large number of
French natives, who were freighting goods ta the
North-West Angle of the Lake of the Woods on
ox carts, and was cob up In a way scarcely ever
seen duwn east. Freighticg on such rosds mmat
be bard on the men, oxen and cartsergaged in it,
proof of which I saw in a dead ox Ivibg besida
the road and several portions of broken carts, but
I suppose

THE MEN ALL ESCAYED WITH THEIR LIVES,

Here and there along this dreary road consi-
derable streams of water are crossed, which run
in » north-easterly direction and help to drown
nearly all the land for abuut five or six miles
wide by ten miles long, reaching from Kildon-
an to Protestant Ridge, which is near the east
side of range four, and on the dividing line be-
tween townshipa nine and ten. This overflow-
of water is caused by an vgly propensity which
the amall rivers {y this conntry have of forsaking
their proper béd or channel, sud spreading
therselves into immenrs muskcgs or marshes,
which frequently havo Satan's most vulzar name
prefixed to thern. The marhes which are laid
down oft the map form but a small portion of
the overflowed landa in their vicinity, especially
during the early part of summer, By referenss
to the map yon will perceive that n{n.rge part
of thia tracl s owned by the Roman Catholic
Church, and to ““render thin savage wildernees
eors waate,” there are no houses nor signn of
caitivation to be seen for over eight miles of the,
journey which took me near four hours to ac.
complish,

FROTESTANT RIDGE,

or Peairie Grove, as the post office hare s call-
ed, i4 aituated on the borders of the large Aoat.
ing bog where the river Beine Joses itself the
seend time, and contalng over a dozen Cansdian
settlers, who have no schoo! as vet, but have the
timber out for a building to serve an » school and
meeting-honrs, :

Tatayed over night at the hones of Henry Me-
Quade, sen., who may properly be called the
patriazch of the settlement, as be has aix sons
and thres amnsinlaw among ths lind-tillers
and defenders of British Caoadian righta {n thls
portion of Her Majesty's dominfons. The old
gentleman is possescad of s full share of Iriah
combatizeress, and it reems t5 give him con-
siderahle pleasurs ta relate the encinoters which
he and hia friends had with the French natives

" lish-tpesking sett]
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who wers sent by Father Richot and Arch-
bishop Taché to

DRIVE OFF

the intruding Irsh Canadians,

From hers to Peinta des Chenes, for a distance
of seventeen or eighteen miles, there are no Eng-
(el 3 el S
coly very s 1y settled by French- adian
m:{natlizes. The land is of superior quality, if
craiued, for which there are excellent facilitles,
as the water in the pretty littls river Seine is
from fonr to eight feet lower than the adjscent
Iands.in moat places. I called at the houssof &
French-Canadian, who had formerly worked
plte years with Gilmoor & Co, In the Ottaws
region, but who last year bought two hundred
octes of land, with ten chains frontage on the
Seine, baving a littls bonse and several acres
plougi:ed; the price paid waa only $300 for the
whole, The general price of iand fn this quarter
necms to ba from $1 to $2 50 per acre.  If & oon.
vidarable tract of this asectloa of country waa
bought by a company of enterprising fariners
from Britain or Ontsrie, and » comparatively
small sum spent o draiving and improving it, the
selling price of it wonld be thereby Incressed
mora than fourfold, ’

When five or six miles from Pointes des Chenes,
tha road comes vut into the largest npan prairie
in Manitoba esst of the Red River. Thia prairie
in sbonk ten miles long and five miles wide, add
is mlmoat & perfect level with scarcaly » bush
three:feet high in xight, a considarable portlon of
it being

UNDERE WATER

with a good growih of fresh green hay growing
nup throagh it T obeerved also In one place that
a considerable extent of this meadow land had
the hay cut last season and raked up with a
homseraks and part of it cocked ; but it was left
on the field over winter and continnes there still,
as it ix too wet to burn,

Just before coming tothis open prairis I passed
two bands of

NATIVE FAFIGHTERS

who were on their road back from the Lake of
the Woaods, where they had delivered their loada
There wees in all ftiy-two ox-carta, The oxen,
being unhitched, were grazing on the prairia
while their masters wers preparing thelr own
mid-day meal. B ost of these carts wers loaded
with cedar sand tamarme ts, which were
heing taken to Winnipeg, while several carts had
for loads the dehris of other carts which had

‘been hroken on the _‘&wmey. The price paid

innipeg to the Lake of

n $150 100 lbe when
the roads nre hd.l.m?u‘lh §1.25 when
the trall is Io tolerabls oondition. Afost
of (he French nativres fn this part do lhtle
else than freight goods on this road, and will find
it hard to make a liring when the freighting
basiness cesses through the complstion of the
railway to Rat Portage, The ural time taken
in maxing the round trip is from ten to twelrs
days, each man driving or foar carts, hav-
ing from seven to ten bhondredwelght oo sach
cart; but o some cases it has taken these cara-

Tang “ST{_ {our d.\y:nsuhg the ﬁ:ﬁi’q:,ﬂu be-

for freighting from

" the  Woods

or Rusrticus. 25

AT FOINTN DIA CHEWNES

there Is & largs new Roman Catholic charch,
with s oconsiderable number of Freoch natives
and Canadiaps dwellizg co boih banls of ths
Beine, which iz hare abouk thirty feet wide and
from three to four feet deep, mcrmnnlng sbout’
thres miles per honr. A rather novel feature
about this river is the fact that there is hers
muck more water running in it than thers is in
it thirty miles forther down at ita outlet into
Red River, slthough it recelves several tribu-
taries b{ the way, A conxdderable portion of
the surplus water In no doabt svaporated during
ite slow progress throngh the two muskegs and
nomercua other wet marshes over which it has
to travel : but & coneiderable portion of the lost
water fods its way fo_the Hed River through
two large couliea, which empty themselves near
the lower end of Kildonan. " There are about
half-n-dozen English-epeaking families at
Foints des Chenes, but they are » mmall
number to sopport a school; mome of
them sent their children to the French
school, but the teacher sent the young heretics
home again, lhtiuf that there was not pufficient
room in the schoothouss to sccommodate them,
which is quite likely, aince the teacher occupies
a portion uf the mchoolhocse as a private resi-
dence. Thete is hers also ons of the

BEST BAW AND GRIST MTLLS

in the province. The price charged for grinding
wheat ir one-sixtl;, and for sawing Inmber 810
per thousand feet.

On Sstarday morning I started for Clear

-|Bprings asttlement, and in delng so passed

through & coroer of
THE WENNONITE RESERVE,

near tothe village of Bloominhoff, to which Is
attached the land in the north-east guarter of
townahip seven, rangs mix, esat, Althongh
Bloominhoff lay about a mile and & half ont
of my road, and the chance for bolding con-
versation with its Inhabitants was very small, as
mont of them are about sa ignorant of Fog-
lish a8 I am ignorant of Low Dutch, which they
woesk, yat I could not resiat the tempration to
visit. thews peculiar peopls in their own howmes.
1 had ample opportunities for seeing whatever T
wanted to sce, as the peopls were very friendly.
bat onr conversation was almost & cnmplets
failare, sa my small collection of Gaelic and
French words wern entirsly worthless, and I

had to keep to the English, of which they geem- -

ed to understand s little, but could scarcely
my saking for a drink of
. y h Mennunita brought

oog Wi & Jog of rich, aweet milk u
s plats with bread on It, and another with bgt-
ter. Igavescopyof the Norraxny Messxsorr
to an intallf ent young man named Isasc YWark-
ington, and he took it and read it alowly, about

as well a5 m boy who had gut h the firt
book of lessons wonld do, bat he evidently did
pot understand all ho read. I had s much better

opporturity on the fallowing Monday of helding
interoourse with thae Mennonites, throngh an
interpreter, & Scotchman, harped John Peoterson,

lasroed to speak the Low Duotch
Buectly, and with whom I vislted the rﬂ.]:lfu of
Stelobach, where I got ciril nnswery to the
questions sked without belng mude to feel like
an fntrader, s 1 hars oftea elt when searching

L
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-for bews In the victufty of Montreal As the jo-
formation galoed during this fnterview will pro-
bubly form the subject of another Istter, T will
leave the anontm f:ptl;: :}ruen!‘-h l‘.djmlnln;
uying that with the ax of the adjo
S-c{)f.cg l-Dﬁ Cansdisn  settlement nfm.glﬂl
Bpringu, T have seens no sach o in
cultivativg the ground and in Mdrdlmg-
botises, stables and other outhouses In ln{npu:t
of the new setilements In Macitobs, the
matier of gardening they are Iar

AHTID OF THIIR XEGLISH NXIGHBORS ;

not only vegetablea, but flowers baing exten.
#ively cultirated by them, I belleve that thers
is more gardening done in the viiiage of Bloom-
inhofl than is done In any township In Manitoba
eaat of the Bed River, yet the place where the
villags with its nomerons guedens now staads,
was only fire years ago & wildernem, and the
present iohabitants were dwelling in Bouth-
castern Rumia,

On Bundsy forenoon I attended divine service
in the homse of oos of the Csoadian settlers st
Ciear Springs, and at the conclusion manisted in
the organizativn of s Buoday-school. Om the
pravious Babbath day T had also sssisted in or-
ganiring & Huoday-school at Cook’s Creek, nod
aa the organiring and atartiog of Sundsy schools
in the new settlaments of this provincs will pro-
Lably occupy many of my Sondays while ount
hers, I would like to say to the superintendents,
teachers and scholars [n some of the highly
favored Sunday-echooln in Quebes and Ontario,
that if they wouid eave a fow of their

OLD BUNDAY-BCHOOL PAPEAS

and send them here, they wonld bs very accept-
able resding for chlldrea Uving In such remote
ploces that the only school that they will have
a chance to attend for mome years to coms ia a
Sonday-school, sull whoss parents aze a3 pre-
aent too bard up to spend money. It books or
papers, . If the bensvolent Habhath-school
tcholars in the Mastern Provinces wonld save
some ¢l their old Bunday-school pa and tis
them in & bundle directed to ** R,, Denwar 32,
Winn{ Poat Office,” I will soe that they are
roperly distributed Among the Sundsy wcholars
u the newly-wettled portions of this provinoe
and the Littls Baskatchawan conatry.. -
Clear Springs, County of Provencher, May 18th,

THE CLEAR APRINGS BETTLEMENT—XARSHES AND
BIVREES —THINLY-BETTLED TOWERHIPL

S1m,—The settlement of Closr Bpings & the

mos$ ve that T have yot gsan In the|S
e i

North This, in my cpinfon, 1s chicfly
owinyg t6 the thrée following catses ; Yirst, The
prople are nesrly all young Marrled men and
women, Aud wers poasessed of cohsiderable
means when firat settled here, ondly.
The land is most Favorably sitested for farming
. , being atightly rolllag, otwing to several
coulieq whichi pass throtgh It in a horth- wester)

direction, tha banks belng Fromi four o eigh
foet high. Thebe cotliea tinite Ints one stream
near the northwest part of Township 7, range
6, enat, mud Torm what {4 oalled the Mofra River,
which’ afterwards takes s westerly oourse of
about dx miles, and becoimes Jost in &, lirg

marh, 3o effectually & thiy Httle rlvar los

2
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that nome of the settlers here conld tefl me
whers, of by what means, it found an otutlet Into
Red River. Lsstly. I belisve that the prescnce
of the Meannonites a(flood deal to do with the

prescnt merE-lvo oondition of their English-
apesking peighbors, as the .

®COTCH PRIDE

ot the latter will not sufler them to Iag behind
the fuiet, plodding Meunonites in the cultore of
the soil, fthink that if the Mennonite settle-
meonts had been scatfered over the whola pro-
vinoe, {nstead of being oonfined to two reserves,
the whole country would he better cultirated.

The psople bers had their spriog’s work nearly
finished st the time of my. visit (19th May), and
I do not know of & place in Eastern Canada
whers the farmers sow so. much grain on an
sversgo a8 is done here. The quantity of land
cultivated by esch farmer ranges. from thirty to
tlxty acren, and mors than . three-fourths of this
ground was green with the young growing crops
when I saw [, Asthere are ample suppliss of
famnarac to bs had within alx or eght miles, the
cultivated fialds ara geoerally [enced. with
tamaranpoles, Thers are a number of beautifal

FEVLE-FAILING BPRINGH

o, wate)in this quarter, from which tha ssttle-
ment takes its name, Thefow of water from
the largest spring would sbout fill & two and a
half-inch auger hole. The water is very clear,
but leaves & stain or soft, pulpy scum adber-
ing to the sides and bottom ot itx channel, just
like & spring which i situsted on the farm in
Hull whers I waa born, and tha water is the
1ame in tasts. Timber has been prepared to
build = schoolhouss herd, but in most of the
families the ohildren mre too young to go to
school. Tt is remarkable

HOW VALOARLE LAND HAB ALREADT BIOONE
here; ofe quirler saction favorably situsted was
sold this wpring for 2,000, the last being only
$10 seven years ago, R .

The sections along the west border of Town
ship 7, rings 7, are pretty good farming
lands, but the rest of the bownship is of inferlor
quslity, belng onmrod of gravel ridges and

ywamps, the subsoll in all cases being efther

coarss gravel ar very fine gray colored sand.’

There are & ngmber of French Canndiana settlsd
slong the banks of tha Beine sl through the
eaatern part of this township, bat I fear that
few of them will ever come to be well off while
&Bﬂtﬂr&h_em_ o
n Toesday marg!n‘g I vrent northesat through

this towneEip ta the French setilement on the
eine, and travelled down, the hinks of that
stfeam, abogt aix milea, to Pointe dex Chenes. In
all the distance trarelled aver, exceph about s
milsanda half as Lapproached Pointe des Chenes,
the land s light, with & Eue Hungry-looking
sand for & snbecil Thae crops may §: good for
nfte!-"yam, but I am sore they will not hold
ott long, . L )

From Polnte dex Chenes T went north over a
wet, open prairie to the Cangdian settlement of
Caledonfs, in townihip 8, range 7, caat, Ounly
the woatern range of mections {n this townshi
e in tao open prairie, the rest being what ﬁ
hare d wot The western portion of this
township is nearly & dead level and wet, I tra.
velled nearly two miles on s strelch near the
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e o iy groned A it
log on dry groun the
covering of water, thm:{gh w!&‘igta v‘laoruu.:
wth of waa growiog. sattlemen
ﬁ made four or five years aﬁ;}l; when the ses-
BoTIE WeTe mmarhbi{ d?-, t the two past
sessous have been wot. and the people could get
fo very little crop. This
wrT ra%p

oculd be readily drilned, but the ocet wonld be
to0 grest to be borne by the few settlers lving
hers, who own not morse than a fourth part of

. tbe land which would be bensfited by any drain

which would take the surface water {rom the set-
tlement Therw In a stream called Fish Creek,
which, after & oourse of five or six milmin &
vmter’ly direction, comes oat of the woods abunt
two and & half miles from the southeast corner
of the townshlp, whon It wpreads iteelf into a
marsh, sod comtinues in a westerly directon for
shout five miles, then empties Into the Balne
through & short coulie. The deepaning of this
creek would not cost s sixthpart of ths {ncreased
value which the drainage secured by such deep-
ening would add to the adjscent lsnds, There
is also & considerable streamn, calted Enghish
River, which has Its scurce naar the border of
the provincs, In latitnde 49,35, and longitude
96,26 wost. This piream, after a north-westerly
coarss of aboat twelvs toiles, partly &3 3 marsh
and partly a8 & ¢resk {river they call it), enters
the prairle near the south-sast corner of town-
ship 10, raoge 7, east, which is called Rich-
land, but, like a great deal of rich land
in thess parts, in tearly all wnder waber—at
least that portion which I saw of it. 'When the
English River reaches the open praire, it is
transformed Ioto s marsh and drowna a oon-
siderables portion of townshipa nina, tern and
elevenn it ranges five and siz cant, the water
ultimately finding an cutlet in Cook's Creek,
near the northwest corner of Township 11,
range €. caat, At the time of my vikit to these
parts (May 2Ist snd 220d) thers wern over
seventy-five square miles of good land under the
waters of English River in its course of over
twelve miles a8 & marsh from tha polnt whers it
comes out of the bush near the sonthwest corver
of Richland until it snters Cook’s Creek near the
northwest corner of Rossmore. I bellevs that a

BMALL MTEAN XKHOVEL

of ey twelve or fifteen horse powsr placed on &
fat boat, say ten feet wide and thirty fest long,
would dig a thannel twelve feet wide and three
feet deep through the whole length of thizx mamh
in one season, at s cost of not ovdr $2,000 for
fuel and attendance, whila 50,000 screk of wet
land wonld b dralned, ,

At the polnt whers English Rlver reaches
the prairle Is a favorite camping-ground of the
Ipdians. I visited thé éncampment, but none
of thoss present &ol!:ihfﬁy MUAWS childpan)
could speak Eegl I was told by their
naighbors Lhat they are

HTILL PFAGANE.

The only teniariablé }.blncf about ths encamp-
ment was the number and varisty of the docs,
which seemed all anxions to Jet ms know that
they ocould bark and growl the xame way that
Christisns’ dogw do. Besddes ths Iridians, there
are onlm throo yettlers living fn the town-
ahip of d, which s mostly wooded,
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There 1s » Canadian settlament of four or five
familiea {n the bush near the cantre of Township
9, rangs 7. DBeiog anxious to know how hash-
farming is done iz this country, I weat neazly
two milea through braah and mad untfl I came to
nmmy ridge, wnch a8 I had not befors seen
in ootmtry, the

LARGE BOULDERN

protruding out of the soll oo thickiy that you
might travel s consldersbls distance withous
letting yoor bootsa come In contact with the
ground, jumping from one big stone to an-
other, Ihere asw four inhab!tﬂfdwemugnmd
sevoral fields ander erop, the land belog Light and
dry and in some places prefty free of stone.
Most of the land in these parts, sxcept s wet
strip of & little more than & mils wide on ths
border of the prairie, was overrun by buah fires
sbout eight or ten years ago, and coly patches
of thoﬂ?argnr timber remain, buot Lga second
growth {s comine on speedily, There is tcarcely
any more labor required to bring thess brulds
under cultivation than most of the willow-
covered preiries, The peopls hers, although
S:pr. seein pretty coutentsd with their lat, oa
ir homes are aheltered from the fierce blxats
which sometimes In winter blow scroes the
rairios, aod they have an abundance of wood
or fael aud fencing, and plenty of good-tasted
water which is not to be had [a many places In
this country, There iz » school In operation [n
this town ‘Et)x (Caledonia), and thers are forty
children of schoul age living 1o the district, but,
owing to the wat state of the roads, the distancy
soms have to coms, and Also the number of child-
ren who have to heip their parants at this sason,
the attendancs of scholars at presant is only
about a dozen.

It was after 4 p.m. on Wedunesday, the 21st
May, when I ed Millbrook, md’iu.d to go
nesrf‘y thres miles before reaching any honss
which seemed to have been Inhabited s{t.‘no-uqh
I bad passed soma half u dozen nnfinished beild-
ings. Feeling very hungry, I called at the first
house to get

BOMNETHING TO RAT,

but there waas no human inhabHant t, al-
though there was & conxiderahle field of young
io growing, enclosed by  fence, near by.

: want'hnkhhﬂi mile er to anether
ouse, was  Also  deserted. I next
vixited two othar housss with no better sucoem,
I waa beginmiag to wet a lttle anxions, as I had
no provirions with ms, ind it was cow past six
o'el and T was growing tived as well as hun-
1-3; then climbed npon the walls of an on-
finished building, and with my giam took a
view of my smwyoundicgn, The coun to the
south sud west wks An open prairis with scarce-
ly » bash oid it ; yet only one houss, and it was
unfinished, oould be seem within a distance of
more than alx miles, Towards the southeast, from
three to slght milen diatance, conld be seen the
) onis and Richland which I had
htal]&ﬁu Th;‘v;&: i%'nd‘utha ;orth wia
cut o wevéral bl amall poplars, bat
towards - northwest, about one and a helf
miles distancs, I discovered & smail shanty with
two litHs children ph{ing I front of it, & sure
of civiliration. hastaned to this hot and
found it to be cccupisd by & family who came
from the Gatinean, not far from whers T was
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born, While the guodwife was preparing sup-
per 1 learnad that the
DIANETED BOUSIS

which T bad visited, as well as some others In
that locality, belong to young wen whose par-
ects Uve jo Kildcoan, whers the young men
are at present stopping, but as there are exten-
sive hay-marshes in this quarter, they cut a large
quantity of hay in antvmn and feed it to their
ary stock, which are stabled hers during win-
ter, the young farmers keeping bachelors’ hall
and attending to the atock during that time, but
retarning to the oid homestesd after they have
put in alittle cropin the epring, leaving the
cattle to range over the country at plensure.
Owing to this cause, and slso the largce amount
of wet [and, thers ars only two or three inhabl-
ted houases at present in -the sonth half of the
toweship of Millbrook

Ths peopls living hers are very inconveniently
s{tuated for recelvicg letters or papers by msil ;
thelr nearest postoffice being Cnok's Creek
which is from eight totwelve miles distant, with
a0 imroetse marsh intervening. Thia and the
adfacent township west of it, called Plympton,
nre very thinly settled; although not ipcluded fo
the half-breed reserve, I donot think that there
are st present over forty families living in the two
townshipa, Iam told that there is & consider-
able quantity of Governrent land hera yet, but
aa it {a so wet, and also in the railway resverve,
settlors do not oare to get {t, not knowlng how
much it may ultimately cost.

Winnipey, May 24th,

THE PENITENTIAET AKD LUNATIO ABYLUM —
ALKALI BRQTB-—]NYEBTIGATING & MUBEEG.

S18,—On the afternoon of Toesday, 27th May,
I lelt Wibuipeg to visit & number of Canatdian
scillementa lying north-west of the city, Alter
A jourpey of Biteen meiles {partof it through a
wet mareh) I came to a place called

BTONT MOUKTAIN,

in the township of Rockwood. This mountain
in n solid ledge of limestone rock, rbout a mile
long by a quarter of a mile wide, and scme
seventy or eighty feet above the surromnding
swnmp, Tbhers Ian zentle slope fram the plain
up to the top of the mountsin, on the east
side ; but on the west side it i3 nesrly
perpeudicolsr.  Several lime.kilns ars built into
the sldex of this little mountair, nnd considera-
ble quantities of lime and stone mre brought
{rom here to Winnipeg. The Provincial Peai-
tentiary is built on the top of this rock,
aod commands one of the most extensive
views in Manitoba, the city_ of Winnipeg
being plainly reeem, although thirteen miles
distant as thecrow fliee. I was shown all throngh
the penitentiary building by Mr, Bedson, the
very efficient warden, who seems to have »

ial knack for keeping order in an iostito-
tion of thiskind, which gives accommodation to
the lonatics as well an the convicts of the grest
North-West, Twenty-four of the Iatter and
fourteen of (he former class now find board, fodg-
ings and employment {0 and around this inatita-
tion. There is a oonsiderable farm and garden
capnected with the establshment, which is being
raphily enlarged, and will soon furpish wore

wredree lhan i required abt the icstitation,

orF Rusticus.

While walking through the garden in company
with Bir, Bedson, s middle.aged man ap-
prosched the latter ntleman  and  asked
permiesion to go out of the gardea to see hinsor,
whom he had not seen for over four weeks,
Mz, Beddon replied that he conld not go outsida
the garden, but that he {Bedson) would tell the
boy to come end see his father, After we lolt
Mr, Bedson told me that the wan we had jost
leftwas & iunatio, and that quite & nomber of
the other persons present in the garden were of
unsound mind, who were sent into the garden in
fine weather, where they could work or wa'l
zround ms they pleased, while meveral of the
most trusty conviets were ewmployed ‘to breep
watch over their actions and asaist ic preventics
their escape.  Beveral of the penitentisry guards
weore also within Lailing distanca, One of the
lunatica had recently made bis escape from the
garden and ran uearly three miles across a wet

prairie before being canght. Everything around -

the building is kept
XXOEEDINGLY NEAT AND CLEAX ;

yet the convicta sometimes suffer throogh the
lack of propcr drainage, which seema the mors
strange mince the baildivg is on the top of a
wountain. There is a well in tha building bored
180 feet down into the eolid limestone rock. and
the water drawn from it ia very clear and of gaod
taste, TFrom the summit of Stony Mountain I
had a good view of the surronnding country,
where I saw the evil effects of the alkali in many
placer, &

In every part of the country in which I bhad
yet been, I saw rmany

ALEALI BPOTS,

whera the ground was slightly crosted with

something Lke hoar froat, which in some places
made the ground nearly whits, with scarcely o

blade of grasa growing. There are wauy of °

these alicali spote in the city of Winnipeg, but
they were mostly of small size, covering auly a
few rods, In the townshipa of Rockwood and
Victoria (Nos. 13th sud 14th ia range twn, east)
there nre pratt{ ext.neiva tracks of alkali lands,
where verylittls grass will grow, Therenre very
few cultivated fields on the eastern half of the
mwmhisv of Victoria which are not more cr less
damaged by alksH epots, amounting iz some
Helds to rearly a third of the surface, Inthe
worst spota no_grain whatever will grow, while
in others there is n very fesble growth of grain in-
termixed with several kinda of weeds, one of
which looked exactly like what we nzed to csll
“ firewoed” in Cansds. I have seen some stnb-
ble fields whero in places thers was very sirong
grain stubble, indicating a rank growth of grain,
while within a few feet there was not a vestise
of stubble to be seen, the alleall having prevented
an% grain from growing.

here ia a strip of wooded land about s mile
wide which ruos porthward along the centre of
townships 13, 14,15 and 16, range 2, aast, This
wooded land is moatly divided into wood-lota of
twenty acres each, which sre owaed by the
holders of the adjacent irje lands, In some
places in the .township of Victoris and lying to
the eastward of thisstrip of wood, thers are most

BIAUTIFUT, LITILR BLCTTPS

snd strips of wood, cousisting chlefly of popler
fringed with willows, These ririps of wood often
encloss beautiful littls lsvel gramy parks of very
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fine graza of last meason’s growth, sbout sixtoten
inches high. The picture is most charming, bot {a
somowhat by the thought that it ia
camsed by the prefence of silall, wince wood will
not grow on the alkalt spots, which are coversd
with short fina grs Amif the alkall was not
bad enough in itself, there s in this township
{Victoriu} considersble tracts of what we used
to call * spouty land,” where the land Is quite
wet, even on the top of the ridges or slight
elevations, where the water mems to coze ontof
tha scil, I passed two deserted homesteads
where honses had been bulilt, snd also consider-
phla land cultivated daring the dry seazons
which prevailed threa or four years ago. Part
of it had also been plonghed laat yesr, but no
crop vould be sown ewing to the wet eondition of
tho land. The owners of these

APOUTTY LOTS

bave left for drier quarters and the lots are for
mle, and any person visiting them in winter
time would be ready to consider them suitable
for farms, as there is planty of fall for the sur-
face water, and the spouty nature of the land is
concealed hy ths frost. Iyws.lked acroes 8 fHeld
of thia spouty land which had been plonghed
Iaat yeur, and althoueh thers waaa fall of about
s fout in every hundred feet, yet it was a most
difScuit, and, I might may, disgusticg job to
travel over {t, a8 at every step I took my feet
mank four or five inchen In a *‘roapy like”’ mud,
of & mouee color, Of course ralring prain on such
land, except In very dry seasone, is out of the
qnes:ion,

On the west =ids of this township thers are
numerous dry, gravelly ridgzes, and near the north
end there in considerable land which has s mod-
erate covering of dark lomm, resting on a subssil
of exceedingly fine ** dead sand,” which displays
ntendency to " run” when a ditch is being dog
throngh tt. There ix hers & considerable growth
of what is here called birch willow, which grows
to atont the proper sfze to use in the correction
of nnroly beys, This birch willow resembles very
wuch the young thoots of the whits birch of
Canads. :

In the

TOWKEHIF OF GREENWOOD,

township 15, range 2, east, there in mors wood-
Jund than in the townships south of this ; also
the prairie Jand is mostly coverad with bushes,
except in the bay marshes. There also seoms to
be moch less nlkall lands than in either Rock.
wond or Victgrin, In the taegs of townehipa
immedistely to the east of this there is an ex-
tenxive marsh, to which I made reference in my
letter of April 28th. For some distance mlong
the western border of this marsh, mad at the
eastern borders of Victorla and Greenwood,
there is & natural curioadty called

e JACK-FISH CHERE

from the laree nombery of Jack. fish {plke) which
are cauzht in ft. Beveral young men went out
in » hoat on this creek lmt Wedneedsy and in
less than hall s day canght Afty—seven (57) pike,
welghing frora thres to nine poumds esch, The
fieh wers canght with drag-hocls and many
more wotld have been taken wers it not for the
lows of three of the bookr, which wers broken
from the line by thess powerful and woracioms
fish, I got pleces of thews fish for breakfast to-
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day, snd must say that they were qood eat-
ing, having been salted for a” couple of days,
Thers in & very large spriog {o one place fa thia
creek which remaina unfrozen in winter time,
snd to this place the pike resort, and are then
caught in largs numbern, Thiy creek {or lake) In
taid to-be five miles long, from ten to two hun
dred fect wide, mnd from three to twelva [ee?
deep, and slthough there In » conslderabls cur-
reut flawiog throngh it, yet it has very little
water flowing {nto it, and no vinible outlet, Ita
banke are in nearly all placee comwposed of mun-
kei- I visited m part of this creek yesterday,
sed had to travel for nearly ons hundred
yards before getting to the water's edge, over
& spongy-hike surface, whers at svery atop I
took I eank from four to six inches in water,
slthough I was carefully steppicg on the most
grassy spots.’ The journey over this place was
certainly exciting, if not very dangerous, aa the
whole surrcunding aurface seemed to tremble at
each step, and I was not altogether withoot foars
that T might slip through ths top crust into the
ucknown depths beneath. When the open
water waareached, which was at that place about
100 feet wide, I could notaee the bottom,and felt
a longing desire to return to terra firma, and the
journey back to solid ground was made much
more quickly than the ope in the oppraite airec-
tion. . When the solid land was regained and I
draw s long breath of relief, I could distinctly
hear my heart beat from the excitement., I in-
tend to make sotue lurther investigations abont
this creek, bot the ‘“ JTune freshet” (ns the wet
season in this province is called) seems to be set-
ting i, as it has beenrainirg mors or lers every
day for three days past, and In such a time it is
not pleasant to be investigating the peculiarities
of » muskeg. Anthe weekly mail leaven early
to-morrow morning, I must conclode for the
present,

Greenwood, Township 15th, Range two, Eayt,
May 30ch,

JACE FISH CREIE—BLAVISR WORK—WELL DIlc-
GILNG.

Sre,—The weather being wet on Friday, Tih,
snd forenoon of Saturday, 8th May, I did not
feel inclined tu make any further personal ex—
plorations of Jack Fish Creek, but was credibly
informed that a litile to the northward of the
Canada Pacific Railway Telegraph Line the
wrface roil or crust above the bog, through
which the water of Jack Fish !Creek finds ita
outlet to Netley’s Creek, and throngh which the
pike from Red River and Netley’s Creck find
their way to Jack Fish Creck, becomen so firm
that teama cromsed over it the present seasop.
At the uosain%nof the telegraph line the
in pretty bad, being nine or ten feet deep El?g
wide slso, and is by far the worst mmkeg on
the track of the Canada Pacific Railway be-
wa:n Selkirk and tha Narrows of Lake Mari-
to!

The grester part of the townehips of Green-
wcod and Dondas {15 and 16, in range 2, east)
is

BRUAH PRATRIX,
being thickly covered with oak, - bazel, poplar
and willow bushes, with & good wany boulders
in some places, the land being chiefiy a loamy
clay, with an cocasional sandy ridge. Thers is.

aleo & conzidernble quentity of wooded land,

-

t .
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from “which the farmers draw a good !dea of

firswood to Winnipeg in winter timas with ox- | day

teama, al h ths distaoce In from thirty to
mmﬂu, have done a good deal of wood-
g lo m

yourger days, and always con—
ddered ft » I{uhh iind of work, but in all

y experience I never met with such a cass of
W0OL- DEAWING UNDKE DLFFICULATES
a0 is experienced by the farmers hers. The ox-

wleigh is nyuslly loaded with from a eord and w | 9

half to two cords of dry gi) Iar irewood on Moot
day,and a start Is reade befors daylight on Tues-
day morning,and after five or six hours travelli
a halt of about two hours Is made to restun
{eed the oren, when tha journey i{s resumed.
This process of alternately travelling for ive
hours and resting two hourn {n conotinmed until
Winnipeg In od, sometime during the fore-
poon o‘fx%cdneodn . Ab each halting place, &
fire i:l Hndied ;g ]bu made, and, got ugre-
nently, the ttle - around as thors
2:-3 gJ:nen.ﬁ mmmm going o
company, n the load s sold {n Winni-
, realizing from $6 to #8, the -whiskey
f:fis re unhged and a start made for home, when
a rocond serlea of fourneyings and campings is
guoe threngh, the bottla being passad aroncd
more {requently to drive away the drowsy feel-
iog which troubles the tesmsters during tha
sacond aleepless night passed on ths road, Gen-
erally whea the roads and weather are favorable,
the wall-tired oxen sod their teapssters resch
bome early on 'Thorsdsy aftermcon, bat
sometimes they do not get home uotil some.
time on Thursday night,  Although the savere
miffarings of both men and oxen whan travsiling
on cold and stormy nights, Ix not easily realizsd
by Ootaric farmers, yot some of the young men
bers seam to enjoy Lﬂa whols thing, bat I fear
they will sufler afterwards from the evil effects
of tEe fatizue as well aa the grog-drinking. This
wood-drawiog business was bagun dur'{ng the
time when the crops wers destroyed by grass-
hoppers, and the farmers had to do something to
keep the pot bolling ; bot there s no necessity
for continuing so demoralizing A business at

ant,
prt;. the hrunh land, when the broah is first re-
moved, is very diffioult to plough, some of the
farmers hers bave

MAMMOTH ORUBEIEG PLOUGHA,

which are drawn by three, and sometimes four,
palra of oxen and horsos, tn.m.izfn over a forrow
aightesn inches wide and plo g two acres lu
a day, making good work, although the clumps
of roota are numercus and lough. “In one case
Tesaw whers & “ sulky plongh” had been nssd
drawn by two tesms which seemed to do nearly
a8 well aa the hr%gmbbing ploughs with thres
or four teams, here the ploughing is to be
dane by odie team, thess root clumpe have all to
ba firet cut cut of the ground with axes.
There is » pretty large atream called

NETLEI'S URKEK,

ofF Rusticus.

seen it oonld tell very litths abont {t, On Batnur.
afternoon, the weather being fine, I startsd
to viait tha creek, all h sssured that T wonld
meet with more water was either plsasant
or fitable, even belore reaching the creek
!tnﬁfn As there was 1o rosd to tzavel on, T had
to ateer the beat way I

could through woods,
brulés, and willow the water belng
almost all the time from four to eight inches
deep. Thae u;il m sema to be of uoet !'ﬂdlem

unllty, sidce it uces immenss cropa o

hay whers there is an open space; and sven
.\mon&tbo trees, where the ground war not too
wet, the young pea-vines were growing rank, aod
some of them in blossom, which seems pretty
early for the northern horders of Manitobs, on
the 24th of May. The largs tlmber. hers is
chiefly Balm of (gilud. and is from rix o fifteen
inches in dismeter near the ground; bat asthe

BALM OF GILEAD

here, t}\l“ﬂ unlike thd poplar, is of lttls or no
values for fuel or building purposes, it datracts
from the value of the land ; conseguently, this
tract of country still re in the poesersion
of the Government.. The fact of {ta being Iz the
rallway reserve, whils the irack of the rallway
has been removed t miles sonthwards. hel
to keep settlers from ting on thees hncf:
Tbadﬁeatﬂt drawback s undonbledly the wet
condition of the soil snd the !mgmb&bdlty of ifs
belug draived for many years to come. There
is & narrow strip of dry groand on the banks of
the creek, but ashort distsnee back Ik is very
wot. Tha creek it about twenty-four feet wide
with five fest depth of water renning In it st s
velocity of nearly two miles an hour. Bhortly
after entering on the ie, the creek ixloat in
e muskeg, through which the water filters for
over five miles, when it sssmmes the creck form
sgain and rons out to Red River In & streamso
Iarge that s amall steamboat can ascend it for a
considerabie distagos from the mouth,

On Mondsy snd Toeaday I visited the western
ide of theae townships ; the settled parts
of the townships adjoining on tha st rarge of
townahips eaat. The land hers is muoch drier
than almost sny I had seen in this province, and
consivts chicfly of loam with & clay subeail,
which ;immdnm lsrga cropa of graln. “Thers are
some P _rather stony, with an occasional
Hdge of rather poor garel, The

GEOWING CEOPS ENER TOOKED NEMARTARLT
iy,

sod the farmers seem to be getting on  wall,
The limestaoe rock underlies all this quarter,
being frem. . ton. to twenty . fest from the
surface, Most of tha farmers here bare to
blast, or. drill . from ten to fifty . feet Ixto
this rock in order to.obiain m pever-fafling
eupply of water, but & few of them have plenty
of water without going into the rock for it. The
water obtained from welly which have been dog
a considershle distance into the rock,. i clear
mdﬁmfmﬂmwhhhliaﬁmtuorlm
degren afects the aprings sad in thke pro-
o

which has Ita source in the wet, wooded country | vin

at the boundﬁ!o! Keews and runa south:
eat, lowdag | i{n the bag | to theesatward
of Dandas, * Althongh the d co to this'creek
wea not over two and p half miles from ihe
border of the settlement, yet but few of the m
tlers hore had ever seqy it, snd those who

I tzavellad wontward for peversl miles Lowards
School Lake through $he nwetiled . portion of
Ru‘if"‘y (township 15 in racge 1, eant). The
land for pearly the whole distance i & beulé,
haring been bt over in 1861, and also In 1874,
Thers sre some dry ridges in it, but the greater

»
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chanos of dralping it. The soil s of averags | th

quality, bat worse aa you go horth-weet,

to Bchool Lake, This place will be zet~ | 15th,

near
tTed ‘by-and- some [+ ha taken u;
land hmhu?;f bt fnd i Baring taken up

‘Winni
The K.i]domrllnh:;!.hud . dY. Al
fquars, partly he townabip of Victoris, bt
mostly iln :ihle townshlp west, of ik, Brsnt..oé[}t
1% DEXr open pttn{e with » Yy i
and i Lvmbl for - farming ‘A
number of clalma—240 acrea—hara been scld

fes
al
:

tom, . enta,
whare the water is four or five fest deep at
present, Thers was mors than throo times tha
amounit of water running {u this creek when I
crossed it on Monidsy evening than was rusning
in it on the previcns Thureday, six miles fur-
ther east, whers it joins the atream, 1
wat told by the people Hving bere that this
stremm his an arnasl freshet aboot tha begin-
nirg of June—the wet sssson—bat by the be-
xinolog of ‘Angust the stream and also the

ide through which it p ars all dried up.
x oS st art, oy | 0 G

Op Wednesday I tra ; '.::L
the large Gpen prairde lylng southwards of the
townshipa of B, and Grammers, to the
Aminiboine, apd In ;

’ . TEN MILEA GF MT JOUANNT

ﬁdmf" ﬁnud{iﬂum:’chlideolthaﬁfﬁ'
parallel poet! Bale B, Panl s
distance tiles, there a track of

¥
i A
o
E_

Srx,—1 waa mock surpried 8o see by & labe
1 r =i mrorleation o

|1 am tha more anxigus that
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In which he charges me with optruthfnlness in
¢ statements made by ms in my communies-
tion which appearsd. in the Wirxess of Agxil
1 says, I regret sxcoedingly that [
deem it necossary Lo refer tou few of the misre.
presentitions which the letter contatns,” yet

DOIH: ¥OT POINT ODY

» single statement made by me which iy not !
scoordance with the troth, althongh he hints ﬂu.l;
what Iaaid *“‘sbout delays, used-up horses,” &e.
are exsggerationn. It My, Greenway wonld only
state the particnlar cases where 1’ erated
or 1 soything, I would feel obliged t5
him, since 1:t:rt0nld;;i.ve mfe an opportunity of
proving my statements or of apol to th
readers of ihe Wirnres for hmn%o.%‘.d them.
, Greenway
would forward his hill of icnlara at
and also give the nimes of I;ftlent » d.oze'::net:l

9 | the lesding citizens of Emerson {or one or two

table persons) “*who are full ualnted
wit: the circumstances,” so thitwlq might
call on them wnd ses il they will under.
take *“ & verification of .what T (Greenwsy) have
said in reference to this matter.”” Mr, Greenway
would lead your resders to Infer that tem.
porary bridges had been construsted scroes the
open water in the Red Rirver at Emerson, on
8unday, March 20tk, while thers wers really no
bridges erected until Taesday, April 1st, axoept
that refarred to in my letter s covnecting the
shore on the eastern or Emerson xide of the
river with the solfd foe on the ocntrs, T was in.
deed told that the kat which entered Into the
construction of bridge were borrowed from
F. Carney on Banday, but I thought that
it waa'the ferryman and not Mr. Greenway
who hid borrowed them_ minos the f an
collected toll from the bmplu who passed orer
thom, Mr, Greenway e ms for eaying that
[ *called upon Mr, Tetu and Mr. Grahams on
Monday I mference to thin * Mr,

Grahamd alss makes a similar statotaont, bat

IDENT YHAY I WENT NEAR THESE GENTLEMEN ox
o ) MONDAY, ~
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retarn the lumber to hfm, which was borrowesd
for $he purposs of msking temporary bridges oo
which to take the eflects of the immigrants
acroes the river. That statement, like many
others made by Mr. Grahame, is nntruthfal, Oa
Thursday afternoon, April 3rd, 6oding that no
more immigranta wers wanting to croma the Red
Rliver st Emerson, 1 borrowed & handsleigh and
with it drew the planks which formed the west-
ern shore bridge, np the river nearly half a mile
on the centrs joo to whera the eastern shors
bridge was located. I then went to hire a team
10 draw them sl vp to My, Carney’s lom-
ber yard, but whils looking for a team
I met & man who wished me to leave
the temporary bridges undistarbed for mome
time Jlooger, m1 he wirhed to take a load
scroeml the iver, stating that he wonld deliver
the plasks to Mr, Carney when he had done
with them. I then weot with him to see If Mr,
Carney waa satisfisd with this mrrangement, and
to this he {Mr. Carney) sgreed, as the other man
wis weil known to {xim. Thas your readers
7o

THAT I RIDEEWED NY PLEDAE,

althongh Mr, Grabsma has stated that I did
not, Ax it is probable that I will have to refer
to Mr. Grahame's false statements mnd curious
sctiona st some fatars time, I will say no more
on thet subject st precent,

The following is & rough sketch of the cele-
brated Emerson toll-bridge

Vitr
"-!.;!Iii.}!

% i;!v .

1i
|

The Emerson shore s repressnted by firnte 1;
the open water by 2;,the roof of a flat-boat by
3; a scow for ferrying Leams acroes the river by
4; the centre ico by 5; the plank connecting
the Emerson shore with the roof of the flat-boat
—the boat Jtzelf bedng fastened inthe submerged
ice—is represented by 6; and 7 r-presents tha
two narrow planks which formed vae connectinn
between the roof of the flat-boat and the large
ecow, the western end of which—the scow—was
up on ths dry lce, while the other end was sub-
merged in water, the scow being frozen in the
artiv mbmemci fce, I cxommed this bridge
myself, and pald five cents for the privilege, the
tollman having taken hixatand oo the roof of
the flat-hboat—figure 3—and would not let me
pays withoat paying or fizhting, aod T preferred
doing tbs former, as I might get a ducking even

if I sucoeeded in givingths tollman & drubbing.

oF Rusrticus.

THE RIVERS AKD LAKES CF THX PHATRIE PRO-
FINCE—A BAIL TP THE WINNIPIG —ENTEH-
PHIRIXG MOSTREALXEB —ATTACRID BY MUS-
QUITOLR—"' WOODIZG-UR."” -

518, ~As it may be interesting to some of the
readers of the Wrrwean to hesr something about
the rivers and lakes, as well as the land in the
North-West, I purpose in this letter to give s
short scconnt of a recent trip from the city of
Winnipeg to Pine Falils, on the Wicnipeg River,
some seven or eight miles from ita outiet, where
Messrs, Josish Adsms and G, H., Bchneider
(formerly of Montreal) are at preeent erecting a
pretty large eaw-mill, including shingle and Iath
machines, and machines for planing, tooguing
and grooving, AMessrs. Adams and Schneider
recently chartered the little rteam tug ** Vie-
toris,” of fourteen tonm register, to tow the
schooner ** Mollie ” from e'&imu' to Pipe
Faus, 1aden with the machinery for thelr pew
mill, and provisions for the men at work thers,
and having offered me a {res passags I acoepted
it the more readily as the proprietor of the tug
* Victoria,” Mr. John Doty, of Toronto, snd
inventor of the weli-known * Doty Bteam-
Engioes and Boilers,” was to acoompsny the
expedition, and from whom, =y well as from
Captain MoMillan and several of the steamboat
hards, I conld recefve a good deal of informa-
ton regarling

THR KAYIGABLE WATERE OF THIS COUNTRT,

erpecially in the vicinity of Lake W“mnjpeg
We left Winnipeg at noon on Thursday, June

'12th, and procesded down the Hver to Selkirk.

in less than four bours; hers ws halted for an-

other Tour hours, then proceeded o the mouth of

the river, and cast anchor to wait for daylight,
eo that the buoys and stakes which mark the
crooked channel at the entrance to the lake
might be seen, A rail down the Red River on
& warm summer's day ls exceedingly enjoyable
to & person who has for some tima n travel-
ling over the prairies, or smong the rather mono-
tonous groves of poplar, as thers ars numerous
besutiful trees, cgi)tﬂy‘mlp‘la. elm and ash
slorning the benks ‘with green of different
tints. . The river is not mo very crooked,
as it is sbove Wionipeg, but the cur-
rent I8 much more swift, and tor a distanes
of about ten miles, between the parish of St
FPaul and Little Britain Charch, there is s con-
stant ruccession of rapids which make it very
dificult to tow loadedpbtmu up stream from
Selkirk to Winnipeg. Mr. Doty drew my atten-
tion £o & place at the foot of the rapids, about
mile above the Btone Fort, most convaniestiy
aituated
TOR ERICTING A DAM ACEORS THE EIVEE,

with a lock made through s low point of land at
the west end, through which vessels could pass
up snd down the river. The sdvantage of such

lock and dam would be: Fint—Vessels navi--

gnting ILake Wirnipeg could bring up firewnod,
uilding stone and sand to the City of Winnipeg,
where all thete needful articles, in the bailuirg
of s large clty, are both scarce and dear. At
present, daring the period of low water in the
river, vessels drawing three feet of water are
ucable to pass ovsr the rapids. Sscond —The
conetruction of such n dam would canse s fall
of $>me nine or ten feet in the river, thus
creating a rplendid water power (the only

-
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3.

one in the provinoe), capable of driviog
all the machinery required in a manafac-
turing clty so much needed for the development
of thie country. Third—A, bridgs oconld be con-
atructed hers for rallway purposes as well as for
ordinary traffic, st fraction of the oost of com-

" structing ench a bridge at either Winnipeg or

Selkirk, beoauss thes rver Is narrow hers (some
400 feot) with high banks and = solid rock bot-
tom, wheress at the two clties named ths river
is wide with low banks and a mad bottom, that
even when filled with piles is not a reliable place
to build piers an capable of successfully resist-
ing the pressure from finods and lcain the spring.
I am natisfied that the construction of wuch a
dam at the place fudicated will be opposed by
tie persone at preaent in power In this province,
whose intereats are chiefly oentred in Winnipeg,

- s it wonld lead to

THRE BUILDING OF & RIVAL OITY

which wounld soon eolipse Winnfpeg, It would
also In w alight degres inereass the danger from
flooding, to which the latfer oim already too
liable. The baoks of the River for
over = dozen miles before enterlng Laks

‘Winni have & dreary t, being
) e .m' growth

very low and coversd with

of reeds and rushes, with s faw willow bushes.
Hero and there oo the drier mpots there were
Indian wigwanu, whoss occdpants seem to anb-
sist on fish ; bot the locality is dangercns even
for Indians to reeide on, as the country is snb-
ject to be overflowed by the waters of Laks Win-
nipeg should a strong gale blow from the north
for scme time, A few vears ago

4 LARGE XUMBER OF INDIAN FAMILIES WERX
DEOWKID

hers by & frechet of thia kind. The water having

- risen rapldly in the night during a gale from the

north, fiaated away their cances, The poor Ic-
dians werg sroused from their slumbers by the

- water coming into their huts, and ran out to

find their only mesns of escsps removed ; they
were varried wway and drowned by the ons
waves which rwept over the land to a depth of
#ix to eight feet, Although thers is a low strip
of dry land aloag the bankn of the river the
ter part of the way, yet a short distance
g:..k mEextendlug for several miles the land is
mostly nnder water, with s growth of rushes and
wild grasa and reeds coming throngh in most
places. InNetly Lake, covering several square
miles, the water la too desp for even roshes to
w Io it. The octet of Red River at

o Winnipeg is about two miles wide, and »
sand (or mumu Les across the whola distanca,
the water on which ls only from two to three feot
deap,axcept In & narrow, crooked channel, where
there is & depth of nearly wix faet st ordicary
lovel. This chancel cannot bs bavigated st
night, for althoogh marked with booys and
stakes, the darknesa of night prevents thelr heing
seen. Thuis state of affairs is very disagreeshle
to vewels coming in from the lake at night,
espacislly when thers is & storm threatening as
the nnfortunste vessel has to remain at anchor
exposed to the fory of tha elements until day-
light. Awsthis channel runs esst and west for
nearly a mils in ooe place, salling veasels cannot
core in at all il thers Is a stroog esat wind hlow-
ing, but have to remain cutride wotil the wind
ohanges. WWhen ooming out through this chan-
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nel on Friday moming we wmet s schooner
endeavoring to beat her way op the chanpel
against s moderate esst wind,” Anthe vessel had
no load shes waa able to eall scross the ohannel
back and forth, while's man st the bow kept con-
tinually throaing the lead, Bhe remalned beaking
about hers unlil e were some ten or twelve miles
out in the laks. When opponite Point Granda
Marie, at the boundary of Keewstin, my at-
tention was attractsd to the bemutilal white
appearance of the shore, which seemed as if
oovered with snow. Capt. McMillan informed
mas that this appearance was canssd by the fine
white sand with which the shors of this lake
sboands. . The )
COUXTRT OX BOTH SIDES OF THE LARN

is well wooded, with poplar, balm of Gilead.
balsam and spruce, bt the soil is generaily of
Eoor_ quality, being gravelly and stony whers

izh enongh for cultivation. QO the esst side
of the Iake, m short distance north of the Mani-
toba boundary, there is & range of monntains or
elevated hills running worth for aix or eight
mil==, Theso hills, I think, are from two to
thres handred feet above the Iake, and are
thickly covered with spruce, and can be seen
readily from the deck of the tug several miles
before reaching Lake Winnipeg, and continue
in sight uwntil we reach Fort Alexander, at
the mouth of the Winnipeg River, being

them some eight or nine miles to the |

west of wa ing the first twsntyfive
miles of our voyage on Lake Winnipeg, we wers
too distant from shere to make wuoch obrervation
ta to the country without s glaas, which the
rocking of the boat prevented my using. We
passod round Elx d (the most northern
int in our journey) at one o'clock, it having
n_to rain heavily about an hoor before.
P near the shore of this inland we had &
pretiy good view of the timber and aoil, The
sonthwest poiat of the Ialand is composed ol a
ledge of limestone rock with numeroas boulders
scatiered on the beach. Al around the island,
the beach is more or leas rtrewn with granits
boulders, mome of them being nearly

A5 LAEGE AS AN INDIAN’S HUT,

In a fow places whers bonlders wers not ruf-
ficiently numerous to protect the shors the lake
cootintes to make inroads on ths land, which
seems to be of a lght, mandy character. The
whole aland contsins about 5,000 acres of land,
all denssly wooded with poplar, balm of Gilead,

race snd haleam. Although Elk Island s

istant nearly two miles from the malnland
soath of It, yet the water ia o exceeding ahallow
here that only wmall hoats and canoes ean
pase through. This shallowness of the water
cansea the o between the estoaries of. Red
snd Winoipeg Rivers to be ten miles looger
than if there waa sufficient depth of water to
sllow vesmels to paas south of the Iaisnd. We
reached Winnipeg River at about five pom., and
took on board the mhooner some 2.000 feet of
plank and boards, then ed up the river
alx miles to the fook of the Maniton Rapids,
which, owing to the prw easterly winds
baving lowsred the water In the bay st the mouth
of the river, bad become rather formidahle for
an craft. The schooner was left hers
a8 anchor w the ! Viotoris" procesded op ths
raplds to Pine Falls, the voyage beiog nearly as

L}

.
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exciting ay runolng the Lacblne Repids. As I
will at Enme other time give a description of what
T saw in this vidaity, I wili conclnde by-an so-
count of the

ALTHEE PRIMTTIVE MODX OF " WOODING OF”

practised here and In other places on the laks.
n Monday evening, having with ooasidsrable
Jabor delivered our cargo at its destination, we
procesded s short distanoe down the river, snd
ran the little tug w8 fiear the shore as we could
in & muddy bay to get asupply of lrewood for
our retarn trip scroes the lake.,  The exd ol &
long plank w.is pnt ashors, and all hande, joclad-
ing myweslf, started to carry the wood on board.
We had first to proceed up  steep bank thickly
covered with an undergrowth of popler, and
sbout forty feot high, and after a juurney of
aboat one bundreg and fifty  yarde, catos
to a plscs whers the poplar had been ent
into firewood the winter beford last, but had
never been plled, and se n very vigorous eecand
growth had since sprung vp, there was coneider-
nble difficuity in finding the wood scattered
around.  Thia wood we gathered up and carried
aaonr ehonlders down throngh brush and bushes
to the tug, while the huogry moequitoes aseailed
us avif we wers robbing theirnest. I have seen
mosquitoes &y bad in the swamps of Hull thirty

ears Ao, but then I could ume beth handain
ieepin them off, but hers my handa belng en-
gaged holding the firewvod on my shoulders, the
morguitoes had it nearly all their own way, for
the hour or more which we spent In wooding up.

TEN INDIAXS—BOMKTHING ABOUT THEIR AP-
PEARANCE, CHARAOTIR AND HARITB--A EIT
OF ADVICR TO THN GOVERNMMENT,

F1e,—Therte s an Indian reserve at the mouth
of the Winnipeg River extending five or six
miles along each bank of the river. Hern about
two dozen dwelling-homses and shout a4 many
mors wigwams are erected, in which there are
Indian familien living st present. The quantity
of land cultivated by esch family in very small,
not exceeding one huadred acren in the megre-
aate, more than half of wh’ch iy held by four or
five familiea, There is an Xpiscopal and also »~
Roman Catholic mis-ionary residing here
Mot of the Incivma now profess Christianity
snd socme of them reem $o practlce it more
closely than do macy white professors,

Lt winter 8 teampter smployed in one of the
log shanties up tha Winnipeg River, was coming
to Selkirk for supplies, and passed through the
Indian settlement on Buadsy,  Having only
wild bay to feed his horses, he mought to buy
eome osts or barley from the Indiane, bot found
that only one Indian had wny gnfn to apare.
The tanme'er oalled at the houas of this Indian,
g‘rom ha l;:mud readicg his Indian Testamen

t when the teamater propesed to buy a bag o
oata or barley the Indian Hatly Ve

BIFUEXD TO BELL

l.ngﬂnn Bondsy, since all such transactions were
forbidden In that book {pointing to the Indisn
TutamenhtL The tearnster pleaded earneatly the
canss of his b homses, but fn vatn, ss the
Indisn waa {nexorable In hia parpose to keep the
Ssbbatk. During the Sundsy which I spent at
Fine Falls, quite # number of Indians transport-
ed thelr canden snd luggsge acrons the portage,

oF Rusricus.

rezardines of the fourth commandment, some go-
g up stream and more going down, tha latter
having been employed to work in the steam saw-
il of Measrs, Burrows and Walkley, which ia
siteated at the mouth of Winnipeg river, The
Indiane who encampad near the Fally wers also
eng:ged i ﬁnhinsu ususl, bot T think they are
mostly pagnor, although seemingly mpxious to
be very fxiendfy. and will grin, laugh and haeld
out their hand to shake hands with you when
you try to hold convermation with them in Eng-
lish. They seem to have s wholezomes—or wn-
wholesome--dread of an imaqinuy creature, u
specien of gorills, called ’

THX ' WENDEGD,”

‘which carries desth sod destruction wherever he
goes, and no Indian will remain in the pection of
counfry wiare he s supposed to be, I rawan
Iondian who speaks a little English, aad who

roferses to have seen the *' Windego,” but he

»2 been po often jibed about it by incredulocs
whits men that he refusea to tell anything fur
ther abont it, I fear ths ' Windego™ f8 not to
be found without the assd:tance of a bottle,

‘When the steambost was pamiog s littls
above Fort Alexander, I was shown

AN OLT) INDIAN OYMETERY

not used now, where the dead bodies were
plsced Ia boxes, wrapped aroucd wich the bark
of the whits birch and placed on the top of four
Eo-tn, some eight or nine feot from the ground,

oouid meo from the deck of the steambost ore
or two of these merial sopnichres, and waa tald
that there weore many more conctaled by the
bushes, while the ground In that vicluity is
strewn with hutnan bones and skalia, the latter
having their full complewent of teeth, an tooth.
sche waa almo t unkoown smorg thes Indians
untll they began o use civilrad foud

The soll 1o _this reserve is of good qnality near
tha river, and beavily wooded with puplar and
balm of Gilead, requiring & good deal of labor ta
clear§, The Goverument had promised to farnish
these Indians with seed grain, but the grain did
not arrive until & fow days befors wy uit,
vh;n the season was too far advanced to saw is
with sny p of, securing & falr crop, It
scems ke ing the Indians to send them

EXXD GRAIN IN TER MONTH OF JUNR

o be eown In Iand which js almost certain to be
visited by Anguet frosta.

Thern seems to be considerabls room for Im-
provemest in the mode of dealing with the In-
disns ont West, as well ax at Oka, and I would
make thas following :

BTGGXSTIONS

for the conaiderstion of those in antherity :

Fiest—Let all the treaty stipulstions be car
ried ont to the letter, and o the way and at the
time when ltwﬂldothelndhmﬂ:egmm
mmount of good,

Becond—The Indiana ahould be encouraged to
baild dwelling-honses, raise cattla, and caltivata
the soil a8 much as possible, by furnishing them
with the things needful to this end, at sa
low rates as ible, and in some cases, it may
be gratuit wnsly.

Third—A practical farmer, with his famity,
shoutd be stationed in each reserva o conduct &
“ farm,* where the yourg Indiacs conld
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be tacght to wok steadily whils young, be-
fore thcy lewrm to skule arcund like their
daddies, which is not very different from
what whits people would do if bromght wp
in the same ¥way ms the Indiars sre. - The
farmers chosen to conduot model farms among
tho Indisna shonld te something more than po'i-
tical hacks, whoee chicf end In all their doings
is tHeir own and thelr party’s agyrandizement.
Each ons should, In sddititn to s complets
knowledge of farming, a jack-of-all-trades,
with & great deal of patience’ and persever-
anoe, and, if possible, an enthosisst in his de-
sire to promote the advancemont of the Indian
race., His wife and family shonld siso be a
littls enthusiastic in the same way, snd while
a0k Do ton sanenal snd eachy Smarten by
not be too eq an y di
their prezence. “Thin farmer ahonld bu wopplied
with all the thinge neadful to begin acd carry
:lnlthahrm,min addition e(;&mmudm.
ary reocive s percentage o nce
raised on the farm, A number of Indian lads
#od some Lasses from twelve to elghteen g;n cf
age shotild be ergared permanent!y working on
the furm, and older Inarans should be allowed to
werk in payment for such supplies ax they may
need. All Indians who may desire to cultivate
lundn of thelr own ahould ba formiched with sesd
grain from the mndal farm by way of a loan. to
be paid back the fallowing fall, when tho thresh-
ing isdone, The farmer shagld seg that the fall
smounnt of grain i1 returned in the fall to be
aguin lent to the same partles the fnilowing
rpring, and thos the gretind wonld not have to
remain idle for Lack of seed to sow in 3E; mlape
often the care now, rince want of forethought,
mote than lixiness, i1 the t drawback to the
Lodiats becoming so ol farmrers, 8
While waiting far the boat to zall to Wienipeg
tiver, I went out sbount three milos west of this
city, where a romber of Indisss are eccamped,
tried to interview several Indian chiefs from
Qu'A ppelle, at the head of the Aseinibolue River,
bat for want of & proper interpreter I could not
get much information, T Tearned that eome of
the Indisns in that counwy do n&c:i deal of
farming, but the grester do nothing in that
lice, The Indiane com ed of pot having re
ceived the cattls promised ta them, and wers
oobsiderably an st & recent order of the
Government prohibi o rending of eartridges
atlil;aNurth-Wat. Sume of thees Indisns had

FACIA FALXTED

with yellow, bloeand and with large
feathern stock in the resmed to think
they looked formidable ; but 1 think there bv not
half the fight in them that iz In many of the

-

, which, althoogh it may
invalre some caees c ts & xtop in the
rizbt direction,

Finxioey, June 2Wth,

FACTGATION OF YHR ABETNTROINE EIVER—NELYF
ING THX STLLMER —A WZATEXKY THELCXDER
ATOEM —PORTAGE LA PEATEIR

fn,—On the afteronon of Jome Zist T kit
Winzd ez 03 the tleamer * Cheyeane™ to goup

~

+
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the Anxinfbalne to Portage La Pralrie, which lfcs
aemrly doo west of Wiani about fity mwiles in
a direct line, but is a‘ixtf by the land road
and one hundred and eighty miles the water
:!mte,cbusadbytiz}:. extreme uo:‘kb ness of the

ver. wing to the prevalling the water
was ¥ high, aad still riatog, which sdded
to the swiltness of the current sgainst which
the good sfeamer * Cheyenns ™ had to oontend.
The Lost was hearily en with freight and
about seventy pamsengere, and in ad@itica had a

nnfavorable circumstances it was pot won-
derfal that our progress weatward wss exceed-
ingly slow, wo that we wers forty hours from
leavicg Eed Biver nutll we reached the landing
st Portage La Prairie.
This voyagn was to me most tedionn, cwing to
the very tlow progrees of the boat, as well as the
MmOk olanG o8

SCENERT ALOXG THE BAKESX

of the river, which are lined with brarhwood
usarly all the eray; in which thers isan occa-

erected a homse and cnltivates a few acrea of
ground—when he Is st home. On some of thes
atehes of cuitivated land the crops looked well,
ut the greater portion  was suffering from too
much rain, aa the growing crops wers in maoy
placea bring drownsd out by water, which by a
rery listle «ffort af draining would have run
ict> the Assiniboine and allowed the crops to
grow with sil the Inxurianca which such righ

woll is capable of prodacing, . N
Although I tock cabin pasrsge, for whilh I
id $3, the napber of Indty ZOTY Was 30
that they occupied nearly all the sleeping

for a piliow, _ - .
A few miles wert of 'Winniper, when

Char thers are what are called
THE ASSINIBOTNE RAFIDA,

dﬂg]y-hdgn barge in tow slovgsids. Uader.

siconl opering whers some French native has.

throuch the parishes of St. Jame: and SE

to be overcome avuy'bmtgvhgtothol’urt-
e, It is that the Cheysona
woald have been ahls fo havs nailed up thess
rapids had she been unencambered, bot with the
barge in tow it oould Dot be done without asxdat.
soce from sbores Ten men (hands of the
bret) were landed, the end
of & very loog rope, drew it ont to im
full ]mu:g the bmnks tha
rapid stream fautened it to a tree or soms
objars o shore, while the other end of ropy
was pat arcur tha capstan, which ia worked by
stearn. The rope was then drawn In and b
sagines hetgutng at fqll when the
* Cheysone” and ber conmort the rapids
at a mail's pace, This process had to be gonn
hroogh three or four times bafore reaching Head-

+
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LONT LAKE

my atiention was attracted to a large drain or
cuttiog, which had been done the Public
Works Department of this pro for the
purposs of drainfng the water of Long e Into
ths Assinfboine ; but ss the former refused to
joln the latter at thsotnt, the Amdniboftie con-
vluded to wse the canal to convey & portion of its
surplus water into Long Lake. To prevent this
untowsrd event & dam hal to be mads scroes the
Guvernment canal, and when I paased the water
on the Aminiboine eide of the dam was fully two
feet higher than the surfsce of the wiler on the
other xide of the dam. The latter finds an outlet
along the immenne mamh of Buie 8t. Paal and
into the Aminiboine, many miles lower down
towsrds the Red River.

The timber along the banks of the river for
neoriy half the distabes to Portage La Prairie 1s
rather small, but as you spprosch the Portage
the trees are of respectable size apd wonld com-
pare favorably with the low-lying woodlanda of
uebec or Ontario,

QOa the morning of the 22nd June while the
" Cheyenna” waa sailing from High Bluff to-
warca the Portage, I witnessed the ficet

EENTIAR THUNDER-BTGEXM

that I 2aw {n this country.  The thunder clond
before resching us had & pecolise indige-bloa
color which I have never meen in the eastern pro-
‘;l:nm This strange color (}mﬁrm‘%ﬁgt@ﬁﬁ of
the passengers ca-pecl.nllyo i , of Lon-
d.nn,p0nt., and editor of the Canada Farmer, who
wan with us. Ths rain which followed was not
at heavy a8 I have froquently seen in Lowar
Caneda, but the flashes of lightoiog and peals of
thunder succeeded each other more rapidly than
[ had ever ssen before. The storm did not con-
tinoe more than twenty minutes, but a aquaw
was struck desd In her hut near High Bluff by
the lightning,and her husband waa also stunned;
some cattle were alao said to have been killed,

Tha rquaw who was killed belonged to s band of
the Sioux who were driven out of the United
Stutes. They are still bolisverm, more or less, in
pagan superstitions, and almoet immedistely after
death the poor squaw was buried in a hale dog
in the spot where she wua killed, acd the whols
baod removed thelr hats to another place of en-
campment, aa they would not venture to remain
where such an sccident had occurred. Fouor
days after the accident I passed this encamp.
went and found that they wers ing prepars.
tions to have the corpse taken out of the hole
into which it was so nrneeremorioul . in
order to its being decently i.ntermd{u ths Pro-
testant burylbg-ground at High Blaff,

While speaking about the lightning in this
country I may state that nearly & week after-
warda, during s -thunder-storiz st night, the
flashes of lightning were so continnous for several
minntes that T teliove there wonld oot have
been much difficulty in readiog
print by this electrio light.

Duaring the present season soveral voyages have
been made wpon the Assiniboine az far u
Fort Ellics,or five hundred miles from Winnipeg
by the course of theriver. These western voyages
were made ynder coneiderable’ diffcultien owing
to the crookedness and in some places shallow-

or RustIcus.

“wooDIxa TER”

whers thors had been no previcos preparatio.
When ths bost required a fresh supply of fnel
sho was tled to the shore near Lo whers thero
are & pumber of dry trees which bhad been kiil-
od fira. All hands wers then sent ashore
to fell thess treea, mnd cut them In lengths of
from twelvs to twenty feet, auitable for carry-
ing on bosrd, and when enough of them weru
obtained the boat started on her journey, whils
the boatmen employed their leisure time in cut-
ring up and seplitting thess lugs into suitable alze
for firipg up with,
THR VYILLAGE OF PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE

is divided into east and west by an ifntervening
atrip of beantifol farming country, In front of
this thers is & very large conlie which, st rome
former period, not very remote, farmed the bed
of the river Aminiboine, which sserna to haven
peculiar fondnees for opening new channels for
ftrelf, It ia quite evident t at some remote
E;nod the river Asxiniboine emptied into Laks

ter 14 considerably lower than that in the former,
arri there s the mark of the old bed of the river
pearly all the way to the lake, I would wot be
much surprised if the Asdniboine should yet
tarn to its former course and mingla with the
clear waters of Taksa Manitoba Instead of con-
thnuing its present crooked conme to the Red
River at Winnipeg, Boms of the older Inhabi.
tants of the Portage state that at times of no-
mmally high water In the Amxiniboine, the water
hsg In some cases overflowed ita present banks
b4 ron north to Lake Maniteba,

Ec farming country near the Poruage seems
to .
THK GAEDEN OF MANITOR,

if not of the North- West. The deep biack sofl
has & elight mixture of aand In it, which m-kes
it much less tenacions than nearer to Weani-
peg, The land is alsoslightly rolling, szd con-
sequently does not suffer from the very heavy
rains of the present season. . Whils travelling in
this vicloity 1 saw pumerous large fields of
spring wheat, the growth of which was much
ranker than 1 have ever seen spribg wheat in
Ontario or Quebec, st a0 early a period in ita
growth, 1 heard also many mccounts of the
enormous quantity prédoctd per acre from
wheat sown here in former seasoms; but I
fear that proper means are not always used
to mecure correct figures, The people of the
Portage {village]) arn at present considerably
exercised by the great probability of being Left
ont in the cold b{ the railway pamsing six or
eight miles north of the village, and also by the
steamboat navigation om the Asiniboips ceasing
when the railway is completed westward from
Winnipeg, rince merchandine as weil as passen-
gers can be much more cheaply as welt as ex-

tonaly transported westward by rail than
y the crooked, rapid, and often shallow river
Amdniboine, Thetw are in the ¥i 8¢ pressnt
two flour mills snd » sawmill, driven by
steam power ; there are also numeroon stores and

an | Doteln, and & conrt bouse and jail will probably

be added befora long.

WXLLS IN QUICKSAND—WiDING OX THX PRAIXIE
—TEE MOSQUITOXR, '

oess of the river, the. danger of running sgainst
mags, and the tronble of

8rr,—The distance from the Portage (rillage
borthward to Lake Manitobw in about Lfteen

anitoba, ag the sarface of the water in the Iat- -
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miles. The zountry for the flrst eleven milesis ex. |

cellent farming land, but for 1our milca a8 you
approsch the lake the surface in at present & reed
marvh, in with amall lakes which rre &
great resortfor wild docks, A sporteman frim
Winnlpeg visited ihis place laat fall, and ¢uricg
s ww:kﬁe:r ooting secured mors than

A WAGGON LOAD OF BIRDHL

Tn no place that I visited is the land lying be-
tween the i s and the lake more than
twelve or fifteen feet higher than the wurface of
the witer in theriver at preeent, yel, owing to
the presence of several winoing coulies (evidently
the bod of a river at some former period) the
land is moetly dry. Only a fow quartersections
ars without gooa dry sites on which to erect the
farm buildings, This traot of cnantry s under
laid by & bed of quickeand from six to twelvs feet
from the sarface of the ground. Wells dug into
this bed of sand hars a never-failing sapply of
water, even in the driest weather, aa there is
evidently mome connection between the waters
cf Lake Manitobs and l\bewn.terintheqél'i;t
sand undetlying the country south of it.

ral mpachgla wrmers, Li from dx to eight
miles sonth from the lake ahore, have assured
me that when the wind blowns from the north

™ for eeveral days, causing a rise of one or two feet

n the surfacs of the water at the scuthern ex.
tremity of Lake Manitoba, thers is also & cor-
nding rise in the water in their wells,

Alth, %:th}?kmglnn s »o ldrut:ﬂhgm f;z
s t o othipr new settlaments
this epx:'onn&, very wottled. I don’t
believes there are morw than five or six Inhahited
bousss fn the whols of the township, thirteen
in sixth range, west, yot $2,000 s the price asked
for some unimproved quarter-sectioos in the
wuth side of this township, Thears have been
a much larger number of

HOMXNTEADS

taken bere, but homesteadiog in this i
does not always imply the baildiogof m -
honse or the bei into cultivation of a por-
-tina of the sofl, N

I did not notios say spota of alkall lands near
the Portage, but aboat ten or twelve miles north-
sast towards the head of Loag Laks thersare
numercas spota of alkal, and north of LrogLaks
they are very freqgoent. The land lying north
of Long Laks i» also mors o:allue- ltonyonéhl:
drier portions, and in tra ng cToss

ion of the counbry (towuahip 13, 2

- and 3 west), the road ls most of the time efther

crosslog & stony, an alkali, or & wet atrip of land,
the aikili Jous frequent as you jourmey
esatward. Thers o also & gravel ridge of oon-
sddershle befcht croming the porthern part of

’vhici mear the corner of

of RustIcus. 33

A CHARMING PLACE TO DRIVE ALONG,
sait is elavated some 70 or 80 fact above the ad- -

‘jucent plains, T am informed that thers is bat

one settlsr lo the whole township of Boonie Doon

& good deal of the land being reserved for wood
lots. The townahips of Mradowles and Wood-
lands {townships 13 and 14 in range 2, wert) are
wuoch more thickly settled thaa the townehipa on
elther side of thom, yet thers ia not more than
an aversge of one inhabited bouse to every
1,000 acres of land, which ix nearly all of good
quality, but badly in need of a system of

4
The peopla hers ars nearly all immigrants
from Causds or Britain, and have hada .

PRETTY HARD, BOW TO HoN

sinas their arrival, as the grasshoppers destroyed
nenrly sll their crops during the Bret two yearn
of their reasidence hers, and the wet weather
nearly de-trofed the third crop. The feason
that the people here came to lose their crops by
wet the year after the gramshoppers left was
bocause they wers mostly sown ca low lands,
which are entirely free Irom the boulders that
caase conalderabls Inconwenience when plough-
icg the higher portiona, and during the previons
dry seasons thess fow [ands ware gry enough to
c:rnftivnte advantageously ; but when the wet
weather cama they had to he abandoned, and are
now lying wasts, This tract of country Is,
however, an excellent place for stock-raising, as
there is an abundant mpng of pastupage and
meadow lands, and this, with dairying, zeemn to .
ba the chisf sourcs of Income among the farmers
hers at present. -

At the time when I visited this part of the
provinos the peopls ssemed to be suffering from
an nn:ﬁm.nl serien of unfortunsts events. They -
had bad » .

“JUMPING UNPLRABANTNESS "

Iately, and & number of them had to pive honda
to sppear to atand their trial at tho Court «f
Queen's Banch, to be held in Winnipeg nexs
Beptember, The weather was very wet,
the land weiter than the oldest inhabitant
over seen here at this season of the year, Peo-
ple living in the emttern provinces, who Lave
pretty good roads to travel on, with bridgea to
cross over the strezms snd slonghs, can scarcely
realize the Inconvenience of travelling om foot
during & wet time like this in these parts.  Al-
though my boota are good for travelling through
water up to ton inches deep, yot far several daya
while journeying hers I wore no socks. Thess
luxuries wr? n;mt t::'l;u! when cu:ied hiudmy
pocket, and after ing throogh each deep
sloogh I would pull off my hboots and after
emptying out the snperfloons water, puil them on
agaln, wet st they wers, T wioe durlog ons half-
duy's jnarney 1 to wads through water so
deep that it .
WETTED THETAILS OF MY COAT,
which 1s wot & loog coe, and on one of thess ~ca
cariots ] had to go over hall amile with the
waler from a foot to two and a balf feet deep thn
whols distance. Perhaps some of the readera of
the Wrtniss may think it rather momotonous
reading about so moch waler ; bot it was mach
more 0 o have to travel through it on foot.
Again, the mosquitoss are now at their woret,
aod they are wmetimes not to be despised. Om
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the orvening of Moaday, Jtﬂ{’!h; I n:qtnvilr
ling threogh s very wet the coun n
u:\usbuu.nd.l.q b:t?am oodlands and Meadow.
lea. Thers were occaslonal showers of rain fall.
ing, and between the showers the mosquitom as-
sailed me in larger nowbers than I had ever seen
befors, and It required the rapid use of both my
hands armed with & bush te them off my
face and neck, When I the home of 3
poor settler, my

WINGID PERATOUTORN

were for s while driven away by » vmudge, but »
short time after retiring to rest on n *' shake
down” !aid on the ** cabia floor,” & heavy thoo-
derstorm cawe oo and drowned out the smudgea,
which emboldened Lhe *' skesters™ to pay me an-
other visit, which Iasted till morning ; comse-
quently, I got nelther reat nor sleep that night,
wod aroes in the morning more tred and sore
than when I lay down. The forenmcon of the
next dsy, July 2ad, was also marky and wet, and
I felt an if I would never despiss mosquitoss
agsin, but the weather cleared nup st ncov and
with a alight wind blowing the mosquito dege
was raired, and I don't know that I am any
worss from the effects of this encounter, but
wonld pot like to repeat it,
Winnipeg, July 7.

LADITS AND THE BYMISTIAD ACT—'' JUMPING™—
A PORCIBLE RJECTION—BPRCULATING IX QOV-
IENMINTORANTE.

S18,—Nearly all the readers of the Wrrnrsa
bave airesdy beard of the ** Homestead Act,” by
_which actuul settlers receive s free grant of &
qaarter rection (one hundred and wixty scres) -of
Giovernment land upon condition of makicy cor-
tain improvements and residing on it for three
yeur# onnsecatively, durlog whick time ths set-
tler is lisble to forfelt his homestead rights if ab-
rent from it for more than xix months In any
your, Allheads of families, and slso nomarried
wen and women who are over eightasn years of
age, may take up homesteads, sod wlthough

THE IDEA OF BINGLE LADIEN

fajthfolly perforwnipg homestend duties seems
unoainral, yet & number of such have secared the
land, but that they have compiled with the
terms fwposed by Government 1a rather doubt-
fal. Duriog my travels over this provines I
bave wet with & great many oomarried gen-
tiemen who are fulfilling the letter if not the
apirit of the Jaw by .*baching ® it on their homs-
steads; bat I have not yet met with a aingle
care wuere a madden 1ady has been bonestly en—
deaviniug lo comply with ths law which
glvua lier & title to her lands, Indesd
nay mttempt to do so would scarcely seem
prudent iu a coun whers the population is
80 very mcattervd. 8 only feasible way by
which ladies 1aight faithfully comply with thes
terms of the law giving them m right to *home-
ntead” land, is by forming = matrimonial al-
liance with some gentiemsn friend, {n whoeo
compaoy hotnestesd dutie may be faithfully
perfocmed, thereby recuring ths approval of »
good contcimnen In sddition to s ressonabls shars
of conjugal blism. I havre heard of scme cams

m engaged to be ‘married have each
hementead rights & short tima previcus

to thelr wedding day, snd by this means!ed

or RrUsTICTS.

nired double the mmount of land that they

legally securw if they had postponed their

bomasteading nntil after they became man and
wifa, Bat iz all roch casen of *“‘double-home-
stoading™ thers I3 & ssetningly fosoperable diffi-
cuity in com, with the requiramenta of the
law. Ind t is mot desirable that persoos
aitar becoming “‘one Aeah” shonld esch reside
upon separats homesteads, cun-equently one of
the clume most remain anocoupied,  If such
camed as thess weie the only ouse where the re.
quiremants of the Homestead Act are not com-
plied with, the avil wouid not be great, since
therws wre but few woch; buot in soms
townships at lesst, on more than half of
the bomestaads the requirements of the law have
rot been complied with, On s great many quar-
ter sectionn which wers homesteaded from five
to seven yoarf g0 0o permanent ssttlement was
made nntil within the past two years, while &
large number remain still untenanted with oaly
s few sotes brovght ynder cultivetion, sod per-
haps the walls of a house eracted, sod not a few
homestesds remain without soy attempis being
made to bting them wuder cultivation.

The only check, »0 far sa I have yot heard, to
thiz reprehenaible mode of homesteading is by
what is called *' jumping ;” but {t seems to me
that it would bs difficalt to devise » scheme bet-
ter calcolated to

CHEATE HEIART-BURITYGS AND LABTING HaTRED

betwoen peighbors, Its operstions are almost
sxclusively confined to depriving the T maod
friendless of their homestends when they have
iafled to fully eomply with the law, while the
rich and [nfloential are in & great measure pro-
teoted from itsoperstionn, The modsof ** jump-
fog™ tama follows : Bome person who has not yet

red m homestead for hemself may have been
casting longiog eyes on an unoosupled home-
stead. Il ite former ¢ has numerous
friends In thnfneighbarho:dﬂwhue the claim is
rituated, very faw people aurs to fump ity
but if he has not he can securs his h{)mezbud
claim with “sorip,” A largs number of lots
which wers held {or several yoars as homenteads
without bd.nii::a bome of any haman being,
and doring w! tme their market value was
more than doubled, wers afterwards secured to
thelr owner by his

" PLACING BOBIP ON THEN,®

which serlp perbaps cost or{zindlyionly from

840 to $50. I, however, the originsl bome-
utebd.er is pot in & position to Frighten awsy ia-
tonding jumpers, nor yet to ' sccip” his claim,
and if stitl neabla or unwilling to reside on it,
the *'jumper” guta two pereons scquninted with

the Jot to be jumped to make affidavits before

the Crown Lands agent or s magistrate to tha
effact that the requirernents of the Homestasd
Act have not beon complled with, when the
original grant i canceiled, and & new homestead
fnnt of it is mads on behalf of the jumper, who
0 sddition to securing the- homestead hxs re-
cured the enmity of its former owner and his
friends, and besides {3 generally looked upon as
& “mean follow,”

A rather serions cass of jumping and house-
demoluhing tocl placs fn the townebhip of
Mesdowlos  few daye bedors my visit to that
locality. The porth-west qascter of saction 31
in Imrxuhipl;l, range 2, went, was homartead-
BOme Kix or soven Yesrs ago by Thomas
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Buuce, sen.; bat the old geatleman, althoagh
cultivating s veral acres on his ho oon-
tinoed to rea do slong with an oo [
whose homestead is on the adjoining quarter
vection. The Bances, while thew sy
Frisnsda, had alyo several enemies In locality,
and spplimtions wers mads to the Crown Lands
agent at Winni,
cancellod lnet . Mr. Codd, the agent, re-
forred the case to the aathorities st Ottaws, and
was instructed to allow old Mr, Bunce sa ex-

oated npon his homestead ; Mr. Codd also wrote
» privats lettar to Mr Bunos, him strong-
1y to ba sure mnd have his nce on the lot
by the tima the six monthe’ extansisn given him
would expire. This

YRIENDLY ADYION

Mr. Bunce, scting, i Is said [},

wan diwregarded
upon tha advice of his sons, who have not & very
enviable reputation in these parts, and who

said that no one would dare to jump the claim |)

in question. This spricg the clum was cancetled
hy Mr. Codd, on sufficisnt proof of the require-
ments of the bomestead law not being complied
with, and Mr. 3. F. Hyde had it entared ashis
homestead, and to bulld & house and
remove with his family tohis new scquisition,
But he did not Iong enjoy pesceshls possession,
for on the evening of Jone 17th, & Jarge party of
the neighbors, headed by oid Mr. Bunoe and his
two sons, came and forcibly efectad Mr. Hyde

.and L3 family from their new home, and atter

pottiog him snd all his movablea off ‘the lot,
pulled down his littls house, and carted part of
it away to the adjcining and burot the
rest of It on the spot, Mr. Hyde started for

. Winnt the following morning, sud had war.
' rants ed For the arrest of the Bunoer snd »

number of their frisnds, who were taken to Win-
nipeg, sod after a g?lhni.nu-y exnmination be-
fore Chief-Jostice wod, had to give bonds to
appear at the next term of the Conrt of Queen's
Beach in Winnipeg next Beptembar, to be thers
trisd vefore a jury of their countrymen, I viait-
od Mr, Hyds, slsc the Bonces and soms of their
manociaten in this transaction, and of conrse re-
ceived different accounts of the ai:.'hnir; but wl‘l)}s:
camsed me grest surpriss was the respecis)

sppesrance of same of parties conoerned
in the unlawfsl ejectment of Hyds, and the
destruction of hix house, Among the ssallants
of poor- Mz. Hyde were two wol at
preeent in charge of the tiro schools nesr
est to the scens of law- A neighbor-

‘ing maginirate fa also blamed th ons of
lt?lichhf;ilnﬁusnudoounﬁellorhothb::ﬁoed;nl

violence, although not present when it wax
enactad ; and aclergyman who minlsters to the
people in holy things, not cnly expreassd hia ap-
proval of the couree e Bunces and

their friends, but exprossed regrot that he
wat tiot present to msxist in the good work ;

pe that this adisgracefn! act of law
secored  the a;:g:un.l, H not the active
sandstance of the . minis-

magistrata,
ter, and the schoolmasters of the Ph?‘.

I havs bean thinking that {f the plotting .
had been pressnt to resd the Biot Act, and the
sympathetic divine was there to say prayers, the
ejectment of Hyde and his fam{ty, and the de-
riraction of home, might have beenn per-
formed in & more orderly if not In m more law-

to have Mr. Bunce's claim | thoug
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part f the etendar to his clalm
until he has recsived his patent for the
land, yet such sslea are oBen made by mesns of

used s & means for securing unlawfn] pomes-
sion of Government lands, I have heard of
canes whers peopls have taken up land for tree-
planting and after retaining posscssion for seve—
ral ysars without planting » tres on them, have
them to be jumped Into & bomstend. Some
others are .

COLTITATING GRAIN ON THEIR TRER-PLANTING
" CLaTM®,
bat I have not yet beard of one acre of theee
clalms belng planted with trees, althoogh obtain-
ed from the Gorernment for that very .
I think it j« high time thusﬂwmf:r‘mlu;:
balished in this country, snd
especially that jumping should be disccntivaed,
and in all caees where péglect or refoee to
comply with the terms on which they first se-
cuted their landa, the Government wight cancel
mch claims and reeell the ands sa they may seo
fit withoet giviog a jomper the chanca of mak-
Ieg & rich striite a4 other people’s axpsnse,
Emereon, July 10,

A HXARTY EINFOFEN—A CHAPTER OF INTER-
ANCES, QUOTATIONS AXD THANKA.

Bre,—Perbspe I ahonld hare sconer scknow-
ledged the hearty vesponse which of the
Sunday-schools in Omntarlo, gnd alro private tn-
diridnals, have made to my appeal for old Sun-
dc:r school papers, t0 be distnboted mmong the

Idren attending Babbath-wchools In the new
settlements In the North-West. I hardly antl-
cipated receiving so many bundles of papers,and
for sometime was at & loes to know what to do
with thoee laft after I had sent parcels to all the

\_SUNDAY-8CHOOLS

in the new settlements with which I was sc-
quaintsd. I afterwardssent s considerable num-
ber of parcels of papers to nearly all the Protes.
tant clargymen In the province who had Sunday-.
schocly, and by this means distribnted most of,
the papers I had left, .



/
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I am much pleased to find that ao unasnally
largs number of BSonday-achools have been
trganized in the new settlements of this province
during the present summer, the number started
thia spring probably cxiceeding all the Honday-
!GhOOEI that had been in operation previomly,
although the wet season has been very much
against the organization of schools {n sparsely
populated districts. Wonld not the numerous
Hunday-school children in Ontarlo think much
mors of their present sdvantages if they saw the
difficultics which some children hers have to
overcoms in attending school, both on week days
and Sunday | I know of some children who have
to walk from two to three miles to attend
#chool,—mnot or good roads, but through wet,
krasmy meadows, whers they are often up to the
Enees In water. Although many Sunday-schoola
haze been started this season, yet I have visited
oome places where there are pone as yet, but
conld ook get one started for want of a snitable
building in which to hold it, sa there are no
barns built here, and owing to the scarcity of
timber the dwellibg honses are exceedingly small
ineiza, Anschool houses are likely to be moon
erected In thess parts, this

WAKT OF A PROPER BUILDING

in which to hold the 3abbath-school will psase,

It has given me conriderable plessure in look-
ing over tha Bunday-school papers sent to me,
to observe that jome of them were from ux to
ten years old, yet had been carefully preserved
by the boy or girl who had Hrst recelved them ;
and now, when the echolars of eight years sgo
have grown to be wmen and women, they have
forwarded thelr carofully-preserved Sunday-
pchool paper to me, to be dlstributed among the
children in Lthe back settlements of the Noxth-
Weet, -

1 was erpecially amused, in looking through a
large buntﬁgmof quits new American Sunday-
scheol papern to discover scme clue asto the
sender of them, to find after conniderabls sesrch,
written io & bold hand across the head of one
of the pspers, the name

''LUC LITELLIER DE BT, JOUST.”

If Lisutensnt-Governor Letellier really sent that
lurge bundle of beantiful new Sunday-school
papeta, I hope that he will be allowed to com-
plete histerm as Governor without aby further
annoyance, I have also received several notes
from persons who rent parcela of paperr, and
tsks the liberly of msaking » few extracts from
them, A girl eleven yeara 0ld writes, in bean-
t{ul handwriting, without s blot or mistaks,
"'Isee from the Wrrnzss that you request any
ons who han Suodey school papers to sond them
to you, I comply with your requent, and mail
you two bundles to-day, mnd hope that they
will be of some use to little boys and girls in the
fur-off land.”

Another Jittle girl writea: *'I send you these
few papers for the children. This isall I have
jurt now, an I sent & lot away to Algoma, to my
cousica thers, but I will try and get all Iean
for you. Pleare, sie, will you send me word If
you get them, and I will send more if thess go
allArighL" )

geatleman who has sent two large parcels of
papers to me, writen ss fcllows: * Io answer to

your appealin the WiTxrss of May 18:h, I send
you & large parcel «f Babbath-school papers Ly

or RustICUs.

this mail, which I gathersd from the scholers
of the Embro Congregational Sabbath-schocl,
The children wers delighted to hare the
plemsure of doing scmething to help the
schools of the great North-West, I hope that
you will ses thwt they are perly dis-
triboted, ardless of denomination. I lzﬂc'
to send another parvel in a fow days.” I take
this opportunity to Inform the obligirg writer ol
tha above nota, that the pa have been dla-
tributed sa divected, and while the children of
Embro Congregational Sabbath-school were de-
lighted to give their Sonday-school papers, and
as I waa delighted to receive them, and as, 1
am sure, the children in the back mettlements in
this province wero still more delighted to have
the reading of them, it must, therefore, be a de-
lightful work all r>and,

A writer from Halioway, Ont., says :—** Could
soms cheap way be found to forward books, &ec.,
I have no doubt that many Sunday-schools conld
tend you their old library books.” I may here
inform the writer that the only feasible way that
[ know of to send sach, is by sending them along
with person# comicg to this country. I may
also add that parcels of papers sent by post only
reyuire to be paid st the rate of one cent per four
ocunces, A good many of the parcels sent hers
were much overpald, roms of them belng paid at
the rata of vne cent per onnce weight.

-IJ) to start to visit the country oo the
Little gukstchewm in » few days, and will
probably find many places where parcels pf
Sunday-school papers would be very nocepubﬂ,
and likely to do good. I trustthat many more
parcels of Sunday-achool papers may be sent to
‘' Rusticus, Drawer 32, Winnipeg, Manitobs ™
80 that on my return from the West I may have
the plessuca of forwarding them to their destina-
tion. Tendering m{] hearty thanks,K as well as
the thanks of many little boye and girls {n thix
conntry, to those who have already sent parcels
of Bunday-school papers, I remain,

Winnipey, July 22nd, e

UP THE EXD RIVER—BONE ENGLISH ARTTLEMENTE,

N

B1r,—A sull up the Red River from Winnipeg '
to the United Statea boundary is not nearly ro |
pleaaant as a voyage down the river to Selkrk,
an the scenery along the banke of the river sonth
of Winnipez can ecarcely be said to have
undergone mnch imprersment from the pre-
sence of settlern, whose chief mnxlety seems
to be to out Into cordwood all the larger
trees  which formerly adorned the banks
of the river, For a number of miles

BOUTH FEOM WINNIPXG

the river is very crooked, like the Assinibolne,
only ths current is not nearly mo swift, so that
we sail much more rapldly going up stream ;
yet wo foel surprised, after several hours protiy
nmark salling, to ba told when paasing ths ont-
let of the Stinklog River, that we are still with.
in ten miles of Winnipeg In & direct courve.

The land slong the river banks thus far is
pretty thickly settled by Freoch natives, but
very UEtle of it s cnltivated, and even the mmall
cultivated fields often thow more eigns of weads
thaz of graln, . The .

CANADA THIRTLE Co-

reoma to attain to great perfection here, znd
belag now in full bloom, i pink blossoms help
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to beantify the landscape, and its fragrant per-
fume, walted scross ther‘im ax the boat stenms
an$, reminds the old Cavadian farmer who may
geun board of scenes and odors perhapa toc
familisr to him .In his youthful dsys. Abore
iks mouth of Stinking Hiver, the houses on the
baaky of the river become few and far betwean,
wivh vory little cultivated land to be ween, and
ﬂ?arnm state continues along the eastern

bank until within s few miles of Emerson. On
the west bank of the river a number of Usnadian
{armers have settled in several places, and somo
of them have erscted neat dwelirg-honses, and
have ht a copsiderable quantity of land
under cultivation; but I am sorry to say that
these mettlements are almost exclusively con-
fined to the banks of the Red ver,
with amall settlements extsnding back »
rhort distance on the banks of Scratchiog River,
Plum Coulis, and the Marais River. Except at

“the thres places named I belisve that thers are
not » scors of inhabited houses to be found at | B+

presant weat of Red River, which are more than
one mile and less thag twelve miles distsnt from
its bankw, in ths £fty miles betwsen Stinking
River and the boundary of Dakota ; yet this
tract is all excellent land, and moat of it very
eanlly drained, where it is not slresdy dry
enough, and I believe that nearly the whols of
this tract s claimed by private individuals,

At the mouth of the Scratching River there Is
asmall

VILLAGE CALLED MORRIS, .

7 which containe about two dozen dwel -houses

with ssveral stores and taverns, and two churches
built and snother being erected, As this place
is at the most western polnt on the Red River it
in probable tbat it will secure rallway connection
with Winnipeg belore lm.l:?v {eul, when it wili
likely become of conaiderabie importance.

Thete axe two villagms of Mennonites locatad
four and six miles from here, up the Scratching
River. 1 did not visit thess villages, but was
informed by weveral people here that these
Mennonites are far outstripping their Canadian
neighbore in the ralsing of grain. Poplax Is the
chisf kind of timber growing on the banks of
the Red River from Lake Winnipeg up to near
the month of the Hcratching River, but above
thia the charscter of the Hmber changes, and
oak is the principal wood, with & considerabls
pprickling of elm, sah and basa.wood, It Is a
groat pity to sea the way that this small balt of
timber in being destroyed to furnizh firewood for
the steamboata navigating Red River, ss well an
for other purposes, Lt the preeent conaumption
of firewood ocootinges for half & dozen years
Ionger there will .

BOARCELY BE 1 TEEER LEFT

between Winmipey snd Emerson—yet soms of
the French natives are qnits reckless about their
woodlands. I was told thstinuunldoﬁ“theu
people wers last winter paying one dol per
eunf!or getting their cak trees chopped into
cordwood, -hlc.g they aiterwards drew from
four to six miles to Morris, and pold st §2 per

Although the Scratching River is not much
over & dozen miles In lmgv.hgyet thers i about
aa much water discharged by it ioto the Red
River aa iz discharged by the Pombioa Eiver,
which is saveral hundred miles loog, bot s

| homesteaded other
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TER AORATCHING RIVER

has {ts source in an [mmense mansh {nte which
the Boyne River emptios its watern, the latter
may be said to be & continnation of the former.

About six miles south from Beratching River,
on the west side of the Red River, there ia a
little village called 8t, Jean Baptists, somewhat
oelebrated the sosns of rather disgraceful
transactiond at the time of the provieciM eleo-
ooy last ter, when two persons were severe-
1y wounded 1 shots, and & Cathollo priest
rudely, if not ill ¥, arrested whila endeavor-
ing to prevent execution of & warrant of
mirest on ancther
stream emptylni into River here called
Plum Coulis, and halt & dozen Eoglish-rpeaking
Canadians have beantifnl farms oo the banks of
this stream two or three miles west of Red River.

The next township sonth of this (township
three, Tangs one, east) has been reserved for ex-
tristed Freoch-Capadias from the Eastern
Htates, but only two very mmall hubs are st pre-
sent erected outside of the river lots in this town-
ship, althongh all the land is mominally taken
u}; as homestead and pre-emptions, A pumber
of these homestearl Iots are taken up by the
Fronch-Canadians, who have bought river th}
on which they now resids, but this mode o
homesteading is not pegulinr to French-spesking

Canadians, I have also been informed that’

several homestonds are taken in this townahip by
persons who are not Ia the province at preeent,
some of them luvinf‘gono to Dakots sodthers

ds, while others have naver
been In the province at B0 far 4 I oan learn,
thir Istter mode of homesteading Is peculiar to

this settlement, as it has not besn practised alse-

where,

The npext township south of this (townshlp
two, range one, esst] is also a French. Canadian
reserve, and there are quits a number of dwsll-

Ing houses built on it, and some of thess farmers

have also
, PRETTY LARGE FIELDS OF GRAIN
around their dwelllngs. Thers s & settloment

of Engliish‘rpepldng farmers on the banka of the -
arais Hv

little ¢r, partly in this township snd
partly in the naxt township south of it (townahip
ons, range one, east), Thess peopla seem to cnlti-
vate more land on an average than is done in
apy other mettlement that I have yet seen in the
North-West ; the quantity raoging from sixty
to one hundred and fifty sorse to each farmer,
and their grain crops lookel remarkably fins.
They have also » neat frame Methodist
Episcopal Charch, in which week day and Sun-
day-schools have been the present ses-
son. There is & complaint that the lands sar-

rounding the farms here have besr reserved for’

Mennonites and French-Canadians, which will

vent the English settlement from growlng
arger. Very few cattle seem to be kept in this
part, ma some of the grainfislds remain unfenced,
while others ars enclossd by wire fences, which
cost here from 40c to 603 per rod.

Several bands of Mennonitea who-located four
or fire years ago on the Rat River Reserve, east
of Red River, finding their lands too wet for
profitable cultivation, ars preparing to mettle
near the Marsia River on the east end of the

Mennonite ressrve, reaching almost from

large
Emerscn to the Pembina Mountains.
Bome ten or twelve miles north of Emer-

. There is » pretty .
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son & pretty lage stream, called the Ro-
weat Fiver .mpties Into Red ERiver from
the emst. Ths [and near the month of
this river Ia very wet, and s held ws an
Indian reserve, but s fow miies up the siream
whera the Pembios Branch Railway orosees, there
is & thrifty Cansdian wettlement with & villags
sprioging up, with s chareh, school, post-office,
two stores, a blackamith's forge sod & facoing-
mill manufactory. The farms on the banks of
ths Rraenu are dry and eslly tilled, but a short
distapce back from the river tha lsod Is exceed-
ingly wet, except where dralned by the ditchea
made on each mide of the railway track, Bome
farmers who homesteadsd Land here five or six

ears ago have been ocompellsd to leave their
gommleadn and remave back to ‘‘the ridge”
{townsbips 1 and 2, range 4, esat) which had
been kopt for several years as a French reserve,
bot was opened for general sottloment nesrly two
yenrs ago, and is all taksn up by English-
rpesking farmsrs. Thae soil in these two town-
ships is & sandy losm, sod the surface is moder.
ately rolling, and seams to he

SUPEHRICE FARMING LAND,

A wumber of rmall creeks cross these townahips,
coming from the swampes which lis bowards the
emat, but they all get lost in the wet lands in
townships one and two in third range east. One
of these creeks is of coosiderable size, wnd
js called the Jordan, on the banks of

hlch, some thres or four miles back, there
Jna small Mormon settlement, but pa they do
fot practice polygamy, their customs do not
geem to be muoch different from thefr neighbars
My journey of seven miles mads when returmning
from “‘the ridge” to the Red River, was over the
wettont road on which I had yet travelled, and
as 8 good deal of rain hsa fallan since—to-day
being about the wattest day I have seen since
comiog to this provioce—the depth of water
murt be consideranly greater now.

WFinnipey July 24,

THE NEW LAND POLICY, ITS DISLDVANTAGES
AND BENEFITES—BXIGHT PROSPICTE FOR MAST.
TOBA - CHANGES NXEDED,

318, —The most interesting subject of conver
eation io the country, except the wet state of the
mendow lands, is the new regulatisns regarding
the landa reserved for some distance on each Kide
of the line of the Cansda Pacific Railway, This
new land policy, which has xome good features
about It, srems to be almost universally con-
dewmned here, a8 tending to drive immilgration
into Dakota, which is cue bo a certain extent, as
Dakota will absorb nearly all the coming
to the North-1West, for soms s {o ocome,
whose aitachment to the, British Government is
not very genuine ; buf the quantity of dexirable
lands vpen for bomestesding in D, ia g
used up rapidly, after which this country wi
have nearly a monopoly of the good Iand on this
continent remaining anocen ie&, and where th

climate is all that oonld be vinred.

oF RusTICUs,

thelr homesteads at ihe same rate ss for their

see puch a staternent In the Giode, av 1 saw
cothing to Justify ench » statement in the new
regulationg as published in the Manitoba papers,
aod also in Lhe GHobe itaelt. The new lard policy
15 bad encurh initsell without the Giobe charging
it with faults which do not exist,

I have reen 0 many ceses whare the former
1and lawes in this provines have been

PRODUCTIVE C¥ OHEATING,

falss wwearing and other offonces againat &ood
morals that %ﬁ would not regret to ges them
annulled or greatly changed. I have always
thocght that it wan unjust for the whols people
of the Dominion to be taxed to build a railway
which will increase the value of a few persons’
isnds four-fold, while thess persons ars not
charged with the coet of copstructiog snch rail-
way any moro than if thelr lands wero in Prince
Edward’s Island, whera the increase in price
cansed by the buliding of the Canada Pacific
Railway in vez:tmall, if increased at all, It
meems to me il the land, lying on each
tide of the railway, and mors directly bene
fited IH' it construction, were charged with
the full cost of making the road, the {armers
liring on euch Iands would find the money paid
for constrneting the railwsy to be profitably in-
vested ; for if the sdjacent lands paid the origi-
nal cost of comstruction, Government would
scarcely venture to charge mors for carrying
passengers and freight than would pay for run-
viog expenses, and keeping the road In repeir,
and the difference wonld more than pay the in-
terest on the money paid frr the land st firet,
I thiok, however, the Government is &ying
to raise too much money, mors thap ia
needrd for making the road. As the readers of
Jthe WiTsmss have sll scon the new regulations (I
suppose] I will not here repest them, but if any
person will add op

THE TOTAL AMDUXT TO BX CHARGID

fre the land for every mils in length of railway
ho will find that it xmounts to §246,000, which
is made up sa follows :

N
Tahel{ A B,X00 scres ut ®3.__ . __ __.. 2.400
In belt B raitway lIands, 9.800 acres s

48.000

12,000

B e 44,200

Pre-emptiror, 8,400 acres at ¥2.50. ... 7 6,000
In belt D rallwoy laonds, 12,800 scres

. 25 400

Preswptions 8,400 sorea at 82, ] 12, B0

1o telt E.yailway lands, 332

L . 82 no0

Preemptiona, 16,000 acres nt $ . 18000

Totad s 8245 6500

As & very largs proportion of the good lsnda
in the rallwsy reserve {(In the 500 miles leogth
between the River sad the south braveh of
tbe Baakatchewnn) has already pamsed from the

I lett Winnlpeg too early after the new regu- | 28208 of the Goveramert, it may be safely eu-

Iations were 13sued to ses the eastern

timat~d that for this not over ooe-

had to ssy about the matter, but I saw a copy of w the amount estimsted sbove will be
the Toronto Globe, igywhich It ia stated that s¢d, of say $81,888 per mile, and ax s good
esteading

parties hom in that portion of part of the fand will remaln vosold for several
. it
THR BAILWAT %’gﬂﬁldll;ninhhthhmmbyme-thhd more,

open for homestoading, will have to pay for of rosd, w

the sum of $34 574 per wils
hich Ls t twice s moch aa iy e

pre-emptions, I was very much surprised to -

- intanding emigrants to the North. West get the

- wifa, hegin to * bach”™ it on his own homestesd.

TeE LETTERS

quired to bafld ft. Consequently,the Government
ht rednoe thelr prices by one and still
ze enovgh to d the 10ad, and this wounld

be conajd falr by most fair-minded men. I

ides Into their minds that the Government ia
guing to squeers more money out of them than
is abeolntely needed to make the road thruug:
to the Rocky Mountains, many of them will
shaken in their loyalty and go over to Uncle
Ham’s territory. .

But immigrants coming to this conntry under
the new requistions are in a

BITTER FOBITION TO GIT ALONG

than waa the case with those who came here xix
or eight years szo.  Not to count the very grust
extrmcont and incmvenience which they bad to
endure sowe years ago, abors what would be the
case wers the Canads Pacifio Bailway opened
from Thundezr Bay, the very low price realizad
for wheat heres bas scarcely paid the cost of
its prodnction ; but with & railway open the
will be incoesssd folly twenty centa per
mel. ard a fsrmer who at the end of three
years f4 able to eell 1,000 bushels of wheat an-
ooatly, and at an  incremsed rate of twenty
cents per boshel, will have meney encugh from
this sumece alone to make the payment re-
quired on his elghty scres pre-emption lazd,
and also the payments on more than twice »s
many more acres of raftway land bought by him.
T+ make this appesr more plain let us suppree
that the immigrant has nothing to sell during the
first year, although be has eaved s large sum
owing to cheaper freight pafd on what he re-
quires to make a start on bis farm. Tha second
wesr {if his farm I8 good and haindustrions) he
will have 400 bushels of wheat for sale, which at
an frcreass of twenty oents per buthel In price
wonld amount to $80. The third year ha will have
1,000 bushels to sell, which at an in ease in price
of twenty cents pey buahel 1 $200, or $280 maved
in tbe threa years, Out of this he has to
pay on his 80 acres pre-emption, four-tenths of
$200 and thrae years' interest ontha same amount,
or in all §116, leaving 8164 tn make the firet pay-
ment on & half section of railwey lan¥ which be
iz now abla to buy at 25 per acre, paying one-
tenth down, Ths circumstances of our farmer
will be improved vory much the following year,
as he willguve much mors grain tu_-el]. and the
yment on the B0 scres pre-emption will only
E:&ZT.QO- and so on his paymenta will ba dimin-
ishing, while his ability to pay them will be
always in .. ) .
A change (in the intarests of mpralty alone) in
NUCTH xmp)_
in the present law of homesteading. Ilkmow of
many cases where s farmer with two or three
wons over elghteen yoars of age hashad homesteads
taken up for esch, whida'rﬁuim that esoh of
the m should swear that be forwake his father's
house withih xx months, and, failing to get n

ow ths young men, when takiry thiz osth,
&dmn {ntend bgi.o::’lt, nor would it be devir-
able for » young masa only sightean or twenty
yeary of to leare his father's bome to live
alome as & baghelor for weveral years, since he
would be much more ll}.ul‘{to fall Into evil
habits, from which he woold In & great messure
be if »tdli under his father's roof, It
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HAVE THE LAW CHANGED,

20 ma to volncide with what is pesrly slways the
custom bere, and let the yourg unmarried maa
secure a homestesd on conditicn of makiog osr-
tain improvements on it without being compelled
to leave his father's heuse before he can get n
wife (or is even old enough to marry}, and begin
the demoralising practics of ** baching It alone "s
Many other suggestions might ba made, but I
have not time at present,

Burnyide, Aug, 1st,

WAATWARD HO—GOOD CROPE MWD GOOD WATKR—

FOST OFFICE ACCOMMODATION NESDED,

Bra,~T lelt Wionipeg on Tuesday, July 30th,
to visit the new petildoments in that ot the
North-West Territory lylng west of itoba.
I had not gons three wiles when T came to a
waggon stock in & quagmire, which occapied the
wkole breadth of the road, a thirg by no meaus
rare fn this country. The weather had hitherto
been showery ard this afterncon s smart shower
of rain fell which X am glad to say was the last
rain of any consequance that haa fallen to the
resent, e road from Wionipeg to Poplar
olut (about fifty miles aa the trail hax to pais
round north of Long Lake) had in it frequent

'mud-holes, and

THR CROPS
in this part of the country were generally con-
siderably dsmaged by ths wet wesather, and will
nok be over bhalf & crop. A good many of the
fwmers were working at hayiog, but their beat
meadows were still too wet to ont, and some of
the farmers kad not cut any hay yet as it wasall
too wuk. 2
From Poplar Point westward to the Portage
the land is dryer and the crops, with a few cx-
ceplions, look mwagnificent ; I
. WXIVER 84W SUCH OBOFS

in my life. From the Portage to Burnalde, efght
miles, the land in wetter, but as thers aca a good
mydg ﬁald.l.hlho crops on these wire good.
The road had, however, many bad mul-holes
through which the teams of travellers fonndit
very difficult to d their loads. I obeerved
here roveral bad & ans of selfishness only too
frequent in this country, where the new settlers
have fenced acroes the old trails, which had
hitherto kept along the crest of the ridges,
and compelled travellers to drive thelr teams
throngh muddy places which would be coasidered
impassahle in almost any other coantry,  Often
the enclosed patch in very mmall, yot the loss and
{njury to teams in having to pass sfoand it ina
season like this, is much greater In value than
would buy the produce of the whole farm. As
the dry ridgea in this country ran nesrly always
from north-west to south-west, along stretch of
goed read might often be secured to the weatern
traveller, weres pew sotilers prevented from
putting fences scross old trails which had been
trarelled for many yeara before the land in this
conptry was sarveysd, e

Another peculinrity of this country is

THR TOLLA

which* Western travellers have to pay for the pd-
vilege of passing over some piecn of dry rosd,
or for oroesing some creek on a bridge. Tra-
vellers paming throogh Baie 3t. Paul ure oblized

woeld be much better to

to pay twenty five centz for svery wagon talen
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sctoss & small patch of dry land belonglng to a
French-Cansdian, aa the adjscent qasgmire In
t00 bad for any team to drive & load through, If
the traveller passes ronnd nerth of Long Lake he
then meets with another tollman who owps =
bridge and twenty-five cents is exacted for every
doubls team ing over. Aboat twenty-five
miles west of Barneide, on the south trail, there
is & bridge nver s pretty little stream, for the
privilege of crossing which twenty—fiva cents is
charged to double teams and filteen centa for
‘single teams, and although this bridge did not
cost over 830 or $40 for its comstruction. yet
itsowner (a Mr, McKinnon) realizse about 82,000
annually from the4alls colleoted from travellars,
From Buruoside,, on Rat Creek, westward to
Big Plain thers ars very few settlers. From a
ghoe' four miles weet of Barnaids the traveller
y the scuth trail seea only four or fve houses in
& distanos of about thirty-five miles, The first
twenty miles of this journey is over & very wet,
low conntry, dotted all over with willow burhes
wnd small poplar bloffs, with nomercus alkali
nonds, around which the trail has to wriggle,
belog aa crocked in many places ns is the course
of the River Aminiboine. Nearly all this land
i still owned by the Governmeat, but I thick it
will besome years hefore much of It is sold at 85
per acre, At McKinnon's the trail reaches the
sand hills, and, except in a fow places, the wert.
ward bonnd traveller has no more mud to con-
tend with, When I came over the road between
Burnside and McKinmon’s it was pretty good, s
the muddy places wers mostly dried up,- but I
#&w ample evidence of the sufferings which tra-
vellars to endare while paming over thia
track In wet weather, Moat ol ths settlers wast
of this with whom I have conversed have very
vivid recollections of the sufferings endared
whils passing over this part of the rosd. The
aand hills are from fifty to one hundred feet high,
run in & north-weat on, and are svidently
the border of what was once an immense lake,
which at ore time-covered s guod portion of the
Red Rlver valley. The sand hills are in some
places nearly all coversd with bushea, and In
these places the soil is pretty good, being & deep
wody loam, and st some future tiine w:'llﬁ be oo-
copied by {armers, bat not for a loog timae if

5 FXB ACRE

Is the price to be paid for it. In other places,
where_the soil {s more xandy, the hills are sov—
ered with grass, with & few sorub oak scattered
here and thers, These sand hills are generally
- asuocesion of amall peaks of almost svery form
imaginable.  About fiftcen miles west of Mc-
Kinuon's, Pioe Creek  is cromsed, which is &
beantiful Hitls stream of clear, cold water, run-
ning In & valley about eighty foot desp, asd fed
tt]g numercus springs from the sand hi On
e east alde Pins Creek the land i of fair
qn:.f.:g: and several Jots of land have bean here
lnca and some bresking groond dons, and
wlro.the walls of two honses pot up, but we
aaw no tigns of the inhabitants. The sapd hills
continue for about two miles west of Pine Creek,
whilch latter is crossed by a bridgs made by the
softlers on - -

E

BIG FLAIN,

Rig Plain consists of townshipe 11,12, 13, 14
sod 15, in racges 13115 and 15112..;. This

sandy loam, It fa nearly all ssttled, althongh
the houeen are not very numerous, as from two
to four familles cocupy a good many of the
bouses. I saw the wall of & good many more
houses which will be roofed in this fall, and al-
though timber ix 8o soarcain this comtry, there in
& great deal of valuabls sproce wasted in “aiding
down,” Lug;:ﬁrnco loge, which were from two
totwoand a foet diameater, wers nided
down and madeinto honse timber, saven inches
thick. Aa this timber is got on Government
Ianda and will all be reqoired this wasts shauld
he atopped, as much smaller timber could be

THX CROPS

here, whers the plovghing was done Isat sam-
mer, and oven ou places that were broken op for
the first time this spring were pretty fair. The
woil here ix » sandy loam, with & rubeoil of
four to six feet of clay when the sand iy again
reached ; mnd in some casey walls E" been
dug twenty.fourfeet withoat reaching fhe bottom
of the sand, but plenty of good water is found.
The settlers here (about two hundred fn all) ars
badly off for post cffics sccommodation, as their
Bearest post cffice, Burnsfde, is from forty-five
to sirty miles distant, Several petitions have
gumtforwndod to the authorities at Ottaws
4
‘POST OFFICE ACCOMMODATION,

bat they have been hitherto unguccemfnl A
great ini]u.atica will be done to » large body of
sottlers here if better post office accommodation
is not given soon, for the psople lose many of
their letlern, and most of their papers
which ar ment hers by post, besids the
which have to be endured.
& weekly mail to be started
on the Ist of next October, between Palestine
and Rapid City, and which will croen the north
end of Big Plain, a post-offics shonld st ones be
entablished there, and snother twelve miles for-
ther sonth and » third st the sonth trail, which is
about twelve miles still further southward, and
thers are 1till numerous settlers from six to eight
miles sogth of the south trafl, The establinhing
of these post-offices shonld be done immediately,
M thers are more families located in this quarter
than are in the local county of Woodlands, Mapi-
toba, yet thers are three or four post-offices in
that county and applications are befng made for
more. I know that often the establishment of
post-offices are asked from the Ottaws anthori-
tles in places where they are not meeded ; but
this case of the peopls on the Big Plaln shonkd
be sttended to at once,
Taking the trail towards the rapids of the
Assiniboine, the road for four or five miles winds
among the peaks of the sand bills, then amerges
on to & dry,plain, and for several miles crosses a
sandy eount-{ not fit for farming, althoogh gene-
rally nesrlylevel, At Boggy Creek (which is the
first stream cromsed afuce Pine Ureel}), aome
twenty-four miled awny, the eoll Inproves and
thers ars & good many lots taken up here, and
fire or dix settlerw havedwelling-houses eracted .
Boggy Creek ia o first stream crosssd, since
leaving Poplar Poiut, that roue southward to
the Aminlbolne, and betwesn this plsce axd the
rapide of the Assiniboine, or a distance of eight
miles, several beantiful littls streama of running

large tract f1 wearly level or alightly rolling,
and the Iand geterally of geod quality, beinga

water are crossed which b & fow bould
thelr banke, which Iateez fe @ o

fadted for good buflding timber at less expense.

=,

" parallel of latitude, which separates 1t from
Canadian

" I balieve it is best that the troth should be

" maore venient lertile lands ware placed In
© ths bﬁ:ﬁm t?ey generally welgh down the

1
' n?m.g{ba xaid o have no countey since they re-
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A SIGET FOB BOKR RYES,

as I dov’t remember having seen auy boulders
since leaving Long Laks, — Thereis uoomide}:
able xmount of good land slong here, which
mostly all takei up, and peveral of t_hutculetld
{who all cawme in this summer) have little roud-
covered huts erectad, while others dwell in tents.
More or leas breaking of the prairle in also be-
ing dome, Thas scenery bare is much more ploa-
tant than in Manitoba, s the Dect Head Moun-
tains are pisinly vielble some twelvs miles
south of this ; also, the ralley of the Anmib:i_ne
is withiz & mile or two towards the south.  The
water in the little areeks is ploasing to-the tllt-ﬂi:
and where wells have bsen dog the water
first rate, which to me was & gresl treat after
bchﬁ w0 often sickened by drinking the waters
of Mapitoba. I purpose this evesing an!“dng
scroes the Asiniboine and south to Deer
Mountains, whers the Eev. Mr, Boddick and &
number of Novs Bootians are located.

RBapids of Assiniboine, Aug. 5th,

% RUATICUS " VIAITS DAXOT&—
* Dml?iiom—oumnn IN DAXOTA—
THE GEABSHOFPXR,

— often ween, while travelling
l.h?;:'ghg.indnpforbco, signs of & oconsiderable
emigration of Caosdisas into the United Btates
Territory of D which les to the westward
of Red Rirver, south of the forty-ninth

ht it best to make a

ahart trip mtlg?kotl’ . thn:dugm what it in Lke for
t. Pomibly wome of the readers of the
Traxss s} think, as & good many people hers
seemm to think, that it were better to keep quist
about the exodus of to Dakota ; yet

on this, as on all othsr mattars per-
i:ilﬁn:nﬁ:rtnhh country. I have often met with
poapls who came from the eatern provinces of
Uanada this seascm, and after exploring a con-
sdderable portion of Manitoba some of the
country westward of the province without find:
ing locationa to sult them on’ British territory,
had taken land in Dakots, and were abont re-
moving there with all thelr effectr I likewise
on several occasions ssw small parties of JYee-
Ianders who had bidden farawell to their wob puz-
roundinge st Gimli, on Lake Winnipeg, and were
of thﬁuianmq to join msuy more of their
brethren in Dakotn. 1 was also told that many
of the _ Do S
EXPATRIATED YRENCH GANADLAN TANKREA,

o had received Government  aid Ttowards

ying their pasasge hers, and their mainte-
siance while %are. alter lBOl‘tin arourd the
Government buildings at Dufferin for reveral
months, had re—expatristd theraselves by settling
upon lsnd on the Dakota eide of the bonndary
line., All this I naturally expected, for when

of & great many people who may

moved from the land of their birth, But when
I found that Canadian farmers who harve been
liring hers for several years and woro doing well,
having become ihe owners of firat class farms
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the jandt
River, on the afterncon of July 10th, and ob-
served that wnlidmble'prugren! bhad been made
in the erection of new buildings since my visit to 4
this place on the 2od of Leat April. Across the
Red River eastward_in the Btate of Minnesots, »
considerable village had t'prun& up in » locslity
which a Iixtle over three months ago was in &
state of nature, being then nearly all covered
over with brush wood, wilich haa since been clearsd
away, leaving s number of the larger treesto bean-
tify ths surroundinge of the many houses which
bave beon built there Iately, The Bt Paol and
Maxitoba Railway Company have laid a track
along the bank of the river, whers slac they are
mc&ng a large grain elevator. Three steam-
hoats and numercus barges were lying in the -
river, receiving or delivering ht.

Nenrly all that I met with had formerly been
C who had berome American citizens.
Many of thess Cannuck Yankees still retsined
their former eimple plain atyle of converaation,
but a few of them had adopted the

VAPOBING, EPERAD-HAGLE JARGON

so prevalent among Western American pioneers,
and peemed to take apecial pride in  tell-
ing that they ““were once -Canadisna but
were now American cilizens.” I called ab
the land cffice for Pembiva County and
waa courteously received by the Deputy
Agent, who is ;[Tm » Usnadian American named
Ewing, He showed me maps of all the sor-
veyed townshipe in Pembina County, with the
pames of the persons written on the Yands they
bad taken, with the date of entry, slso whether
the lands were taken as homestead, pre-ewptions,
tree planting claims, or had been bought with
sorip.. I obeerved among these the names of
soveral persons whora I had known In Manitobs,
also that a goodly number of Iadies were home-
steaders, while the ntimber of quarter secticus
taken up for tree planting claims waa consider-
able. - I alao obeerved t nearly all the lands
iying within miles of the banks
of the Rad, Pembinn and Toogue rivers wem
already located, while ont in the open prairie, at
considzrable distance from ths streams of water,
there are still largs tracts of unoecupied landa
I was told that no n waa allowed to take
more than 320 acres in his ownd or her own name,
but sdditional Iand could be bought with halt-
-breed scrip ; but thin scrlp s now very scaros and
desr. Mr, Ewing also told me that over fifty re-
expatristed French.Canadians had taken landa
in Pembina County within the last eighteen
montha, .

Qo the morning of July 11th I accepted the-
profler of a ride up the

BOUTH-EASTRERN EAXK OF THE TONGUE RIVER,
which flows into the Pembina River, about four
miles ahova its ontlet into Bed River. My com-
panlon on this trip waa s well informed sand
obliging, patural’zed Amesrican citizen, who was
taking » waggun load of lumbér eighteen milea
to his home oo the Tongue River, Ha told me
that hix name is Beachy, and that he was born
snd brought np in the County of Peterborough,

with conalderable improvement made on them,
yet had recently taken land ia Dakots and h=1

Ont,, bot souie nine or ten years ago had re-
wovel with his {amily to the State of Misscurl
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whers ho wettled with a number of other
Conadiane, The climate of Missonrl proving
to be very unhealthy, some of them had visited
Manitoba five years ago for the parpose of se-
curing » home in s more malubricus climats.
After vixtirg s number of places they choss one
of the townuaips {oow In the Alennonite reserve)
at the foot of the Pembina Monntains, They
next applied to tbe authorities at Otiawn tog:
vhis township reserved for & number of Canadisy
who wished to leave Aissouri and settle in Mani-
toba.  After some correspondence with Ultawa,
they wure pamared that the tosnship in qneation
would be granted to them, provided a sufficlent
number cams forward to occopy it. Trmating to
this promisc, sixteen families le[t Missouri Ia the
spring of 1875 bound for Manitoba, and taking
with them #40,000 worth of stock, cash, and
farming implrments, The joorney to Maniteba
beivg ail done on waggonw, took a conciderable
time, and when the party reached Manitoba
they were mortifed to find that thelr promised
reserve was reserved for the Mennonites, TUn-
der such circomatances It was not surprisdog
that the party of expatriated British-Canadiana
1urned scroes the boundary line and located on
land in Dakota equally a8 good as the land they
Lod failad to secure in Manitoba with the addi-
ticnal advantage of* having an abundant snpply
of wood and water,

Whiie travelling up the Tongne River I ob-
errved puveral amail houses recently erected, and
preparations being mude for the erection of more,
butin nearly all cases they wers near the river
backs, I saw

OFE MUD HUT,

which I was told is nccupled by an Ichlander, I
was also told that some of these Icelaaders when
coming over to Dakota bad their live stock taken
from them by Guvernment sgentain Manitoba
on acconn$ of moneya advanced to them when
they first came to the province. After s drive
of twelve miles with Mr, Beachy, I left him at
the place whete we stopped to take dinner, At
this place {slso taking their dioner) were
a party of five Canadiane, who bad hired
a team in Prmbins, and were out on
the hunt afier land. T afterwards called at
several houses, and had numerous converzations
ubout the proapects of the Canadian settlers in
Dakota. Nnmerous and various excuses were
mads for their baving to dweil In Dakota and
becoms American citizens, In prefertnce to
rvinaining under the benigoant swsy of Queen
Victoria, Thelarge emount of good lands locked
up as reserves in Manitoba was pointed st s
proct that English-speaking Cansdians wers pot’]
welcome thera, The very areat comslderation
given by Government sgenta to Mengponites
and French-Canadians, whila Engliah. Canadiacs
wers often treated with incivility, if not rods
nesa, wan alsg hronght forward 1o show that
Canadiane from Ontario were
NOT WANTXED AS EETTLXRS IX MANTTOEL

The onjont exactions of the Natlweal Polley
werp also Cescribed st foll length, by which
the new settler was compeled to ps]:{ 80 moch
higher prices im Manitoba than in Dakets for
everything oeeded in making & commencement
oo » new farm, soch e live stock, waggons,

+
oF RusTticus.

Britirh territory, and aa thers waa really Littls or
no difference In the form of government on either
sids of the line, why should peopls settle on poor
or inconvenisntly aitusted lands with lower
prices received for their grain on the narth side
of the boundary, rather than rettle in American
territory ! This laat axcums, although not put
‘Eomtg mfrtqnenu{ a& the others, seemed to
be the chiel one, Indeed In & conntry like
Manitoba, where land-speculating seems to per-
vade {I almost sald demoralize} ail classes In the
community, it meems strange that rpeculating in
Dakota lands did not begin sconer, The tim-
bered lands in Dakota coneist of small strips
nlong the backs of the rivers, aod ma the
Governmont does not reserve any timbered
lnx::ids, “the firmt 1;.0 come fa hﬁrat served,”
and some sharp o8 secured the ter part
of their claima In timbered lands. Kxallplhu
tinbered lambs mrs now appropristed, persons
taking lands on the treelsss pralrie are payiog
I—:rg bigh prices for a few acres of thpbered
ad.

Although all the wooded lands which I waw on
the banks of the Pembina and Toongus rivers
bave been badly colled of their firswood, which
wan taken to sapply the Rad Hiver boats with
fnel, and also the Awmerican military post st
Pembius, yet some small males of thess culled
timber lands were made recently at 310 per
acre, which ix & pretty falr price when it ia con.
sidered that they were got for nothiog sbout s
year ago,
it lsfmblble that when in a fow years, the
splendid country near the head of the Big Sas-
katchewan river will be opened for settlement,
many of the CUsnadisne who have recently
eettled in Dakota will be found selling out their
farma there at & large fit (as some of them
have slready done with their farms in Mani-
tobs), and remaving with all their effects to the
great Canadian North-West territory, Thare is
some comfort [n knowing that

ALTL, THX BEST LAYDS IN DAKOTA ARE ALERANT
AFFROPETATLD,

have fo make their homes on treeless praizles,
with the chancee of having to pay pretty
high for their fuel and fenelog. 1 might
axy thet very Uttla fencing iz required
here except a man ¢ into stock-ratdng,
84 every man haa to cars of his own live
rtock and the fields of grain are left witheot
fencen. Thers seems aleo to have been much |ees
raln in Dakots ‘the presect rexson than bas
fallen in Manitoba, conmequentiv, the groued Ix
much drier st present; but this state of thingafs
rometimes reversed, when the Dakota [anch
ruffer from excemsive rain-falls which hare
tvolded Manitoba, Thbe twodsys which I rpent
o Dakota wers extromely hot, the thermometer
Ein.zt:bg: pinety in the shade, making travel-

£ open prairie at mid-da: x-
hameting, I resched Pembine on m;r:;gn oo
the afternonn of Jaly I2th rod foand the pecple
fiigh (:[n ? 'h}:‘ .Idkihich o

ghtof & few gramshoppers, ooald by sewn
]ihﬁhﬁn—do::gukg in the alr porthwards,
by lockiog to the run from bekind some oh.
ject which shielded the right from im dmrect iy,
A south wind had heen tlowing tight'y for sever!
dayx, Bome of these Tell oo (e streets,

plougha, aod all other {arming implements, ar
well a5 lamber for Hailding G-ms!xmh were
airo much mors convenfent in Dkota than In !

seemitegly consldershiy by thelir Ay
Iqulouo{ thea yrel!, azd otbher pecrons

and that succeeding settlers in that territory will I
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alao secured specimens which they all pronounced
to bs the genuine grasshopper which canses so
mach destruction In ths countrles woat of the
Misdsalppl. .

Winnipep, July 21st.

A GLIMPSE 10 THE WESTWAED.

" &ra, ~On the afternoon of Aug., 5th I eroered
to the south side of ths Aminiboine, thers being
n ferry here kept by & man named LicVimr, who
charges twenty-five cents for ferrying s horse
acroes Lhe river. An this ison the regular west-
ern trall to the Oypress hills, & good deal of trade

over the Amsinibolne at this place., Belcre

annen ]
ARII-. McVicar built his scow hers, the traders

used to have great troubls, aad sometimes loes
in crossing over the Asain{boine “at this place.
¥When the water ia low there is not much dif-
culty in fording the stream, but thiv caanot be
dous in high water, and traders were compelled
to make - -

* TEMPORARY BOATS

with poles covered with cowhides to convey
themselves mnd their goods over the river,
whils the ponies and oren hadtoswlm, Tmet
hers nman who lives at Deer. Head monntain
and was taking & cow to Big Plalos, thirty-five
miles, to the bull. I used to think it no joke to
take & cow two or thres miles to the ball, but
hers was a settler whe, in order to perform this
TeOEANATY of farm-work, had to travel seventy
miles and lows four days doing i, also fifty
cents for croming and re-crossing the ine.

South of the Asdnibofne the land is light
and rtony for several miles, but begins to im-
prove ss you spproach the Litile Bouris River,
which ruos at the northern base of

DEER HEAD MOUNTAINS,

Hern the Rev, Mr, Roddick and s number of
Novs Scotians ars Jocated ; thers ame also sov-
eral Canadians and three mea who came here
from Connectiont, There is & oonsiderable
amourt of good land hers In patchea, bat there
in » great desl of Inferfor quality, belng either
too hght and zandy, or else aliali, wet land
As this [and has not yet been surveyed, the
settlors wro in great trouble aboat the new land
regulations, sud they all declare that they will
learn the comntry snd go to Dakots, if thelr
hementeads are confined to elghty acres in ex-
tent, It sewms to me to ba ulter folly to try
to enforce the new regulations In this part of
the cruntry,sa & person woald roquics hatf s soc-
tion of land befors he would have sacogh of good
land to make & fair farm, Bettlernont in this
part of the conntry will ceass until the new isnd
regulations are changed, and no sans man wonld
ever think of payiog 85 or $3.50 per acre for land
in this part of the country.
The rcenery is very fins aroand the

DiIrE NIAD MXOUSTATYS,
which are from two to three huodred feet high,

neariy all covered with
oak A deal of the poplar is £ for fencing,
bat rery littls of it fa arge b for hallding

T‘hmilsbesnﬁ!'mhm‘lh-mt
of mocctaina, It is about thres quarters
of n mile Joog, sad over & quarter of & mils
wide, with beagtifcl gravelly beack on the north
chde, wh.{htblmlhddniu
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bullrushes In it, which swarms with ducks. This
ix the only lake that I have seen weet of Mani.
toba, although I have xeen acores of pondu. There
ls no stresmn running out of it at present, but In
wet woather it overflows its banka, This pretty
fittle lake is called Lake McPherson (I sopposs 4
alter the pamphlet-writing ssnator), sod would
be a ttguplam to live near, ns the water is
very cisar,but slightly alkallns in taste. The land
sround it ix not very good, althcugh o»s or
two farmers might, get enough good land to
w- what [rovisdons they wonld require for
ome nse, snd rtock-rafdog and dairying could
ba profitably followed. There are several other
mountalns routh of thix, with apparently pluaty
of wood for ordinary farming prrposes,
Away towards the west extends an

IMMENSE TREELYSS PLAIN,

alightly rolling ; and I am told that there are
soms pretty good spots of land en it. I could
not see fta western Limit from the top of Deer
Hesd Mountains, sithough I could with my
glass mn;:hluly from twenty to thirty miles
AWBY. o people hero alsc muffer for want of
postal lecommodation} as they get their mafl
matter by way of Hapid City, which is twenty-
eight s distant, and m man on horseback
lowes two dayn golng to the post-office, and has
to pay fifty cents for eroesing and re-croesing the
Assiniboloe ; but then the mall only comes to
Rapid City once in three weeks, A post-office
ut;})éiah ﬂlt t;mmng' of the Assiniboina
would qreatly o mome fifty or settiorn
In these parts, The people have l?lixgma hera
this season, and are yet moetly living lo tenta.
They sre very snxions to get hold of a news-
psper, and read it esgerly, although 1t may he
w mouth old.

I retarned to the ferry on the evening of Ang.
6th, and the fullowlug day went some eighteen
or ninsteen miles north-went, to -

BAPID CTTTY,

on the Little Saakatchewan, situated on section
20, township 13, range 19, west, For abont nine
miles north-west from the Amssiniboine, tha land
is Iavel, buta good deal of 1t is alkali, and
only a fewof the beat lota ats taken n There ars
trees on this _part and very few ow bushes,
all the high ridges bwicg etony. At abont the
sonth-east corner of townehip 12, range 20, the
lasd improves much, and heas numercns
binfly of poplar and scrob cak, but is consider-
‘blé broken by small ponds, moet of which conld
enstly be drained. This land {s nearly all taken
tp, and will be & fine farming comntry in & few,
yearn, a8 the Iand In rich and generally dry
enongh for profitable tivation it any wet zea-
son, and rot too dry for any dry weather which
will probably take place. 'the

VALLEY OF THR LITTLE BABKATUHEWAN

fa very wide at d . with gradually slo
isg banka, vhﬂaRﬁmmly north of &iu the
valley gets narro v and the banks I sup-
that the bed of the river is abont one han—
m and fifty feet below the adjscent pralris.
The river is » pretty, rapid stream, abont dxty
fret wide, and there are about a dozen dwalling-
honses In the city with two stores sod & maw-
mill ia operation ; there is also a grist mill which
will be in a short tims. An I propoes
poing from here to Oak River, thence
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to Shoal Lake, Bird-tail Creek, and perhaps to
Yort Kilioe, it may be some time bofors I will
Lave & chance to writs sgain,

Rapid City, Little Sastatchewan, Aung, 8,

FARTIIEE WESTWARD —THE GOVIBAMINT AND
THE CANADA PFPACTFIO—A XRIGHT WITH IHE
MOIQUITCEA—AN EDUCATED INDIAN — THE
COUNTRY WEBT,

Sre.—I did not expect when I last wrots to
the YWiTxess that four weeks would paas before
writing again ; but the poatal facilities in the
North-West ares mo defective that there iy little
inducement bo write letters or subecribe for
newspapera when the chances are largely in
favor of their going astray. The amount of pro-
fane Inngusge which

A DEFECTIVE POBTAL BYBTEM

{or want of rystem) draws out of the peoples in-
habiting this couctry is painfol $o contemplsts ;
but as I ictend referring more mt lepgth to thie
nuhject at another time, I will g6y no more about
it at rresent.

When I was at Rapid City the first time ite
inhabitacts wers in a state of considerable ex-
citement about

THE LOCATION OF THE CANADA PACIFIC RAII-
WAY,

os an eppineering party under the direction of
Mr. W. D. Barclay was spproaching the city
from the west, having the Uspada Pacific

" Rallway lipe from the thouth of the Qu’Appelle

River 4o within & few miles weat of Rapid Uity 3
suil a8 the Iatter place is motns four miles north
of the fourth basa line, fesrs wers felt lest
Rapid City would be left out in the cold
There fears were, however, changed to re-
jolcing an the line was afterwards made
w cross the Littls Baskstchewan at the
south part of the amhiticus litile city, the
epgineer in charge believing it to be the most
favorable point for croasicg the atresm. The
baoks of the river at this point alope gentiy
dawn from the higher country on each sdde, and
on thers banks thers are many stony epots, many
of the boalders being limestone, which will come
bandy in bailding fonndations of houses and

. paviog the stPeets in” Rapid City. General dry

goods and groceriss_ sa well saa farming imple-
mants, can be bonght here st moderata prices
{connideriog the dificulties of transportation) bat
in some othex,articles hizh prices with large pro-

fits prevail ‘'becois a stnall stesamn anw.mill here,

which is supplied with sprooe loge brought
down the Little Barkalchewar &t a cost cf only
six dollars per thourand feet board mesmaure ;
wet the proprietor of the saw-mill charges from
$25to %35 per 1,000 feet for the lumber eawn
out of thess logt. Farmers who have to buy this
lumber complain of kuch extortion, but there i
no help for it at present.  Akhough the Govern.
ment owne the timbered landa hers, I belleve
they get very little canh receipta for the eaw-loga
taken off it

I MEY THE CANADA PACIFIC ELILWAY EURVEYISG
PARTT

a feor iles west of Rapid City, and among them
were prmme pereotis from the Ottawa Valley with
whom T bad formerlv m alizk* acquaintance ; bat

or RUSTICES,

distance from the old homestead now made us
friends. From their dercription of tha counfry over
which they had pasesd in coming from Fort Ellios I
was induoed to reaclve to travel overit, slthough
for nearly forty miles of the distance there waa no
prohlbillylry of my mesting with any hnman being,
white or red. I stopped the following night at
the house of Mr, Wm. Shanks, an old Scoctch-
man of good repute in these parts, where he ia
well known and highly spaken of by all who
know him. This man, with his three sons snd
two dasughters, resids in a snig hoose about
six miles west from Hapid City, Two of the
sous came hers lmst fall from Coptario and se-
cored a section of land and got out some house
timber and fencing last {all, and were followed
this spring by their father and younger brother
and their two sisters, who “rimdn::i Emerson ﬂ
the day following t of mn val thers
the spring. DBasiv pmeg of coosiderabls
capital as well as ielp, thry were shls to farm
much more largely than their neighbors, baring
ovat thirty scres under crop, besides a large quan-
tity of breaking done for nert year. Althouzh
the grain waj sown on land first ploughed thix
spring, It looked remarkably well, which was
the case with

ALMOST ALL TEE GREATY

in this part of the conntry.

On ths morning of Saturday, July $th, I pre-
cured from the family of Mr, Bbhaoks cookizg
vteusils and provisions for my intended journey
to Fort Ellice, sfter which I proceeded about edght
miles further west to Uak Hiver and took dinner
with an old acqoaintance named V. B. Carrse,
who came hers from Montreal Inst March Al
thoughhe had never workedon afarm hefore, yet
he has twenty acres of land under crop, and the
log= brooght ont for the walls of & hotwe, Thais
man is a subscriber to the Wrrxms, but I can
rcarcely call him a reader of that papar, as, aw-
ing to defective postal arrangementa, oniy four
copies of it have reached him during the five
montks he bas been hers.

During the afternoon I went up theriver three
miles, to the homestead of a My Littls, nn sec-
tion 4, towoship 14 range 22, wert, near to
which the Canads Pacific Railway line crosses
Oak River. Mr Little is at the pressnt tims
the setiler furthest weat in thess parts, and I
staid with him over Sonday. As Mr. Littla
with his wife and four children had only a
sreall tent to lodge in, there was po room for
me to pass the night in tha tent along with
th?lm: .b;; ;t[hc‘_y‘infldndly lent me a conple of
quiles, ¥ sought repose in & buildic
they had erectad for s stabla.  This building IE
closs to the river, and fs alio shalterad from the
evening breezea by a lttle blof, but the mom-
quitoes had taken poesemsion before my arrival,
and seemed determined to permit oo ome to
sleep thers, Haring sdjomted my moequito vell
to the best advuatage I lay down to aleep. or
rather to listen to bow much noise could be
made by

WY LITYLR EXINTES,

I kept my hands carefully coversd with the fo'ds
of a quilt, yet some of the skesters wuald some-
how gain admiselon and begin their sorgical
operasions ou them.  Havlog no gloves, I felt
purzled what to do, bat bethonght e of & rpace
pair of socks, which T now tock from my bac
and drew over my hacds, and thoa protected
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trisd toslesp.  Bat it was In valn, as my veil’
would cocasionally rest on the top of my nose or

. emrm, snd although the mosquitoes could not

come throogh it themselves, they conld. 'bits
through it, so I wax thiied to leave them in
quist pomcesion of the stable and retire to the
smudge near the tent, and thers alept on the

RTRsE,

Early on Monday morning, August 11th—the
forty f{th anniversary of wy birthday--I rode
across Oak River cn the back of my little two-
year-0ld Indian pooy, the water coming well up
on hix sides, compelling me to gather op m
legn pretty well to keep them from belng w
This Jittle pony, which I bonght in Winnipeg
for $40, would sgarcely allow noy one to pnt a
hard on him when he came into my possession,
but now bas become as tame as & dog, becanse 1
treated him kindly, which In rather exceptional
usage for ponies in this conntry. Indeed, I have
often felt as if

GUILTY OF CRUELTT TO ANTMATS

when riding this little two-year old throngh
some bad sloughs with mud and water ap t> bis
belly ; yet he has galned in flesh since he came
into mny possession, althoogh he in hobbled avery
night, and the mosquitors have heen extracting
no wuch blood from him that it In rather s won.
der be survives, .
The course of the Canada Paclfic Baflway
westward from Oak River for seren or elght
miles is over one of the most beautiful as well ax
fertile trasts that I have seen In the North-
West, being gently undulativg, like the ocean
swell, with frequent little blaffs of poplar suffi-
clent for fencing and fnel, but Dot large enongh
for buildfog purposes, The growth of grass snd
weeds, here was wonderful, indicating a 1ich
soil, T believe that socme of this Jand may be
w0ld for six dollara per acre, but the amonat ro
nold will not pay for building maoy miles of rail-
way. In fact the more I ses of this conuntry the
greater {8 my conviction of the utter folly of the
oew regnlationns reganding the lands adjscent ta
the Cansda Pacific Railway. It seems to me
that the whole scheme was concocted by, and in
the interest of, & fow persons in Manitohs whe
own from 20,000{0 60,000 acres of land each,
which they bonght at from twenty.five cents to
ofie dollar per and which they hopa to sell
at from two to six dollars per scre owing to the

" pew regolations regarding Government lands in

thin country—bnt more of thir at another time,
About eight or ning miles west of Oak River,
the country gets drier with very littls timber, or
even bushes, and this continnes until five or xix
miles ond Arrow river, which iz only a
moderately tized creek In w deep gnlly, the
stream being about eight feet wids and two feet
desp. There are a ¢ b

GO0D MANTY DEY COULEXS

in tthurt, but in bone of them did I meet with
water although graeey pohde with plenty of water
in thom are numerous. As the railway track
nesrs Ten-Mils Creek, the amall blaffs of timber
locressze in pumber and the land improves ; bat
sfter croming the creek, w| has m larger
strearn of water runaio it than there is in
Arrow river, bat & much shallower valley, the
tand becomes

rery stocy with 4

rotwoll of pure gravel,  This infardor Iand con-
tinues into the Indian resorye at the mouth of the
Bird Tail Creek.

/.

'
+2

THR IADIAXS

hers ars cawped along the high banks of the
Bird Tail creck (here eowme 2:'30‘:}'1-&& bigh.) They
tave plonghed covsiderable 1and hers this sprin
and pulb it under cropa of various kinds. all <§
which looked pretty well, consdering the dry .
nature of thewsoll ; ot in dry seasons I fewre the
Bioux will raise very littls hers, except
ndian_com. If they were supplied with seed
¢ and bockwheat, they might raise enongh of
thess to feed them in dry seasons. I reached the
Slonx wreftlement at noon on Tuesday, Aungust
12th, and -

THE FIEST RIGHT OF CIVILIZATION

waas bwo yoke of oxen ploughing (beeaking), with
two Indisns to ench team, one to gulde the oxen
and another to guide the ploogh ; and I must
confens they did better work than many whits
people do. When I rode np to them the
stopped their ploughiog and esme up and lhoo{
hunds with me, grinning and talking in Indian
while I ripoke in English,© After some vain st--
tempta at conversation,” I, enquiring if anyoune
here spoks Englith,  was directed by signs
t» whers I found the mon of Chiet Enoch,,
who with his father speaks English pretty well
Chiet Evoch himself was not at home, but 1
am told that he Is rather a ruperior man and
can read the Indian sn well as the English
languages, and employs his leisure time iIn
teaching his subjects %o read in the Dakota
language. After & short delay hers, baing’
snxious to resch Fort Ellics that evenin i
enquired for a place whars I might croes Ird
Tal Creek, which has nearly as much water
running In it as jn the Littls Saakatehewsn,
By the Indian’s directions I went up ths creek
about two miles snd descended by a very stesp
pathway to the bottom of the valley, and
rqueered through an exceedingly thick brushwood
to the edga of tha stream, wgm there was o
small Iog canos tied to the bank, I took the
paddle sud went cut to the further end of the
canos and found that the water was four feet
deep, but I eould not find any bottom to the mnd
benesth, As the banks were nearly perpendicu-
lar I had serious fear that if I got my pony into
the stream T might not gt him out agsin, so I
eoncinded to go up the south-esst bank of the
riream some eight miles to whers the trall from
Shoal Lake croszen.  The firat three miles of this
journey waa performed quite earily, as it was an -
open, dry_prairie, though very stony In some
pi:cu I then crossed s wel coulis mnd
tavelled through a very snperjor [arming
conntry, nearly hal? covered by scrub and bloff,
In the intervening spaces the vetches and pear-
vinea were so h.igh_ sod so matied that it was
very difficult to ride or walk throngh them,
which made onr progress very slow. The even-
ing came on before wn reached the bridge at
8t. Clair City, and I had to again camp out,
although the evening threatened rain and the
moequitoes amaailed me with their wonted vigor,
Mﬁm‘;‘?ly of bread hed becoma exhaunsted, %:,ut
as th[ té)lanty of tes t:ﬁsmgu, I made the
omt ¢ em, Durip iz night it was ¥
difficolt to keep my nmE e e

TOO FRIXRDLY FONY

f.romlnmpiinzmmlnhls a to get
pear ihe tire.  Farizg no bed-clothes of any
kind nor tent, with 3o many moeguitoes to con-
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tend with, my rest was not of the most refresh-

ing kiod, yet it wsa quits as good ms on the

previous ur following nights, -
Portage du Praire, Bept 2ud,

TRIE DESTHUCTION, AXD INDUCIMENTS TO GROW
TRETS —BUGGIETIONS TO THE GOVERNMRNT —
LAND BPECULATOES—HOW ABSENTEES MAY
OBTAIN LAND,

318,—To every one interested in the future
prosperity of this conntry the rapid dimiooton
in the suppiy of wood for fuel sod fencing
purposes in the North-Weet must be.a sonrce of
considerable anxiaty, Bome peopla who have
been carefully watching the progress of eventsin
this country stats that should the consumption
of wood continne and Incresss for half a dezen
years more 4 it has dove in the past slx yoars,
there will be very little timber of any kind left
in Manitoba, and in many parts of the country
fael will command excesdingty high prices, eans.
ng a great deal of seffering, especially during
the cold winters,

THREKE CULTUER

has hitherto been slmost a complete failure in
the north-weetern prairies of Canads and the
Unlted States, although liberal inducementa are
given by Foderal and Htate Governmenta to such
ax will engage In it, Under the * Timber
Culturs Act” of the United States any citizen,
or those who have declared their Intention to be.
come euch, can make an entry, not exceoding
160 acres of prakrie lands, either within or with.
out the limita of a railway grant, on condition
that one-siztsenth of the fund 80 taken shall be
plaoted with trees, four feet apart sach way,
and cultdvated aad protected for eight Fears,
when final Eroof can be made and the nt
necured. This liberal law of the Federal
Government is supplemented by s Iaw in
the Terrtory of %lkut.x, which prorides
that for every fira acres of timber cal-
tivated, forty acres, with all the improve-
ments thereon, nok excseding one thoosand dol-
lars in value, shall be exempt from tarstion for
& period of ten years from the tire of planting,
and further that no lscd shall be deemied in-
creased fn_value for sssesxment purposes by rea
scn of such timber colture, ng matter how mach
its real valus may be enbanoed thareby. In
Minpesota, by 1 tHre enactment, the grower
of foreet treed on the pralrie, isgiven 2 for every
scre planted with trees, payment commencing
the third year after planting, aad coutinuing ten
g:ﬂ; that ia, the grower of forty scres of Hm-
on the prairie will be given

i BONTA orF 3800

from the Biate, besides owning the wood, In
tléBCmsdéa.u Nmth];‘:iutnpmunmm
160 acres of pralris on his podertaking to
plant twenty acree of it with trees within tem
obw]

to .

though » great prrsore hars taken
&lm?:{aﬁddudmlh-,"u:
20 far as T conld lewrn, not & single came has oo
cwred on the Canadisn side whers the person
& troeclatm bas made sy sttempt to

made an attempt at tree-planting, but none of
them, so far a3 I codld learn, hava folfilled
their sngagements on this head, T belleve that
with the exception of the tress planted on the
farm of Mr. Thomas Belsslons, at Portage la
Prairie, fewer trecs have been planted by tha
hacd of man fa the Canadinn North-West than
have boan planted withio the limits of the clty of
Montreal ; and were all tha trees hitharto plant-
ed {n this country permltted to grow unmalanted
for twenty years they would ot be suificient
to furnish wood to meet the present consump-
tion of the country for ons week, Yot mort
people here, Including Government officials,
sesm A, careless about the preservation of grow-
ing timber as if the supply were Inexhaustible,

It Is generally suppossd that a!ll timbered
lands are reserved by the Government for the
pmt?m of supplyisg emall wood lota to the
seltiers on prairle lands, and wers thia plan
Faithfully followed from the commencemant of
settlement very few sections fn this part of the
oounh?v w‘ould remain withont a suffclent sap-
Py of timber for ordivary purposes within s
distanoe of terelve milea at most, yet, T believe,
that fully one-third of the fertile lands ™ this
province have no bush lots reserved to meet the
requirements of the futurs tiller of thess large
tracts of agriceltural lands, It ia VEry annoy-
ing to a person abount to settle on a prairie lot to
ba told that thers is no wood lot to be had for
love or money, while within sight of his home-
stead thers are, hsps, hun of acres of
excelient timbe , owned, I may be, by
one individoal who has secured them st {m th
one dollar per ncre ; and it is stil]l more annoy -
ing when thia prairis farmer is compelled to pay
his more fortunate nefghbor from -

ONE TO TWO DOLLARS PER TREE

for the larger sticks required in tmilding his
house. 1 have seen cases where from ona to tix
bundred acres of well-wooded lacds have been
scripped by one man, whila many farmers within
a fow miles of this timberare unsbles to obtain
» wood lot at all, except at exorbitant rates,

My resaom for writing sboat this condition of
things st present is with the bope that the Gor-
_eroment may take immediste steps to secure tha
small portion of favorably situated bosh lands
which have not yet been grabbed by land
ot pratele sy e panateetof the adja
cent p ma ALY
L e

tending  over townahi two

three on over & dozen of mu 'ut-l:g
the twelflth range west, extending from the (‘-‘g‘-

tm sppropristed
Learing tems of -kollcrul;!’
Land withia dgit of it for w

ownlng

Falfil his obligations th tress
hal an sers ot aad” | e b T
mUﬂMEMIlsﬂbﬂdmh"
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thelr boainess as they ought, The other tract of
wood-land Hew north-emst of Pelican Lake iIn
townahips four and five, ranges fifteen and six-
teen went, and I belisvs that It is shortly to be
surveyed and thrown on the market ; but ibwould
be great]y to the advantage of the whole connlry
that this wooded land zhould be sold only in
xmall lots and to actual settlers on the adjacent

In :3':0 vicinity of the Turtle Mountsains there
are cotalderabla troctaof R

. '
LAND PARTIALLY WOODED,

the bluffa of timber being Interspersed with
patchen of serub or elss open prairie, . Nearly
all this tract would scon become a forest if
protected from the ravages of prairie fires, and
sinos it has been found so difficult to raise trees
op the open prairie, it wonld seem to be wise
paolicy on the part of the Government fo reserve
the greater portion of thess partlally timbered
1snds 3o that they inlght be afterwards sold in
small wood lots to settlers on the prairis, who
would often be glad to get even these, Bome of
the settlers who have already gone to the Tuartle
Mountalns seem  anxious to secure for them-
anlven large toacts of thesq partinlly wooded lands,
one party haviog slready fonted in 1,200 mcres

“of it, using sbont 20,000 fence rails, which were

cut from Government lands. It wonld certain
Iy be s grest benefit to the grreral settlement of
the country were ths Government %o prevent all
further monopolixing of its timbered or partially
dmbered Isnda by sharp spaculstors.
The new land requistions are also likely to
injurionsly with the settlement of the
two rows of to ips next to the international
boandary, sa thess townshipe ars included in
belt E, and the railwsy lands can be bought for
1 acre, payable Io ten ancual fnstalments,
w{rrrintmt at aix per cent. on the unpaid bal-
ance, Mr. Landerkin, the land agent in Pem-

are watchiog to secure the lands which

;mlicy' all -the good railway lands in beit E,
the two ranges of towmahips mext the interos-
tioasl boandary, will be secarsd by specaiators,
to the grest hindrance of the meitlement in
this pert of the country. To show bow casily

LANT CAN 38 EXCURED JY ARSENTEYS

I muy siate that a pervon dwalling in Mootreal—
or any cther place—msy become owper of a
sqoare mile of frst-clam laod by pe down

OF KUSTICUS. -

enact laws to prevent thalr frequent ococurrence ;
bat sa I Intend to trest this subject more large-
Iy at another time I will say no more about It at
prerent, . -
Lowe's Farm, Manitoda, Oct 1st,

ABAIRTE FIBXE—THYIR CAUSE AND MELXE YOB
' THRIR PREVEATION,

8ma,—It is probable that all the drv landa in
Maanitobs, if not in the whole North. Weat, were
at not a very remote period covered with foreste,
jast as the easlern pruvinces were previcus to
their settlement by whits men  Some of your
readers will be ready to ** How did it ¢ me
to pass that the forests dinappeared from the
weetern plaing, while the trees In the east con-
tinned to grow aod flourish until cat dowa by
the axeof man ! Prairie fires are no donbt the
cansy of thia difference, but

THE ORIGIX OF THEEX FIRIA

in perhapa not so easily acconnted for, nor why
fives ehould be no deatructive to the foresta Jn the
West, whils they were comparatively harmless
to the timber growing farther east. I beljave
that this difference can te accounted for by the

ence of B0 many great tracts ol manhy
m In the West b‘;nichh‘:!in tooc:&-cg for
trees to grow n, but which produ arge
quactities of ‘?ifggﬂu, reeds and rashes, which
1n very dry seasons wupplisd {mmerse quartities
of combustible matter, elving strength to the
Gires, which wonld thus extend to the adjacent
woodland, and in process of time change theminto
pralries. The sbeence of puch extenrive marshes
in the eastern provinces toyether with a molster
climats, helped to prevent the spread of fires :
thus the forssts conbioued to grow until disturbed
by the inroads of settlers, 1t in also probable
that the greater intawaity of the electrical dis-
charges in the North- West has helped to make
fires mors numerons in that quarter, Hven dume-
log the memory of some of the older inhabitants,
pretiy extensive tracts of wooded lands in Mani-
toba have become almost open pralries; bot this
continned diminotion in the ares of tha foresta
gave no cauwss of uneasivess to the minds of the fow
early settlers a4 there seemed no davger of & scar-
city of tmber. The late rapid incresss in the
population, as well ay the greater destructivences
of recent pealrie fires, has the aspect of
affairs, requitlog that speedy and sffectual means
be adopted to prevent the very serious lomes
which are yearly cansed by them. I beliave
that

ovax $200,000 WORTH OF PROFERTY,

selvree In peesvent =0 moch
waste !

Perbape pome ove will be ready to sy that
300,000 Is ot Y
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of the population n considered, also that nearly
all this [oss falls on cew zettlera who are mtlﬁ
in straitened clrcumstarces and caanot we
spars any partion of their substance to feed the
rapactous fire-fiend. .
S0 far ax I bave been able to learn, few or no
precautionary meaturen by legal enaciments or
ntherwine, have yet been taken 1o the Canadisn
North-West to prevent the spread of these fires,
zod before suggestiog weans for their preventicn,
I would first refer to & few of the principal .

0ADSX” WHICH LEAD TO THEKIE FREQUINT OO
CUBRRENCE

On the 17th of last April I was returning scroas
an extensive prairie cslled White Hores Plains
in the parish of 3k, Frapcois Xavier, and met
three men in & waggon going westward, leaving
bebind them s fiery trail by lightiog bits of
paper and throwing them among the dry graes,
just for the fuan of seeing ik burn without ap-
parently thioking of the danger to fences and
buildinge cansed by ruch wanton spart, A little
further on I came to whers several ¥French
vatives were actively engaged in preventing this
prairie fire [rom destroying their fences, and one
“af them told me in broken Epglish how ** the
tad Cansdian man in the waggon, he born my
fence.” I beliave that n good maoy prairie fires
are kindled to gratify wicked sport, and were
rach “phunny phellows” reat for & few montha to
1port themselves at hard labor in some prison, it
wounld tend to make them more cantions about
wportiug themselves at other people’s expenss.
Another fruitfnl source of prairis fires is the cus-
tom of amcking tobacco, which prevails largely in
this country, A very dizastrons, prairie fire was
recently started in Pembina Mountains by =
rev. gentleman whils lghting bis pipe 11 hope
the churches will have the good sensa to cease
sending
'* BMOEING MIASIONARTEE"
to the North.-West), and no doubt many con-
flagrations have a similar origin, Another
wource of prairis fires [s from tha smonldering
dmbers of camp fires, or where travellers have
halted to warm their dinners. Itis a very eany
matter to guench such embers with water, or
olse cover them with earth, and thos prevent
ull dapger of their igniting the sdjscent dry
graes, sod this wounld no doubt be done were
every person ttravellers ot other) compelled to
foot the bill of costa which might rernlt from
their carelessness in leaviog lirs conls whers
they may do harm. The chief cause of prairie
fires s the custom of bureisg the dry grasain
the vicinity of stacks, fences and boilcings ia
order to protect them from danger by ronning
fires, These fires are wsnally kindled im the
svening and during calm weather; but often the
wind rises, apd the fites ars driven ont to the
open prairfe and perhaps extend for many miles,
doicg a large amonat of damage in their course,
This kind of fire secms in some places to bea
oecemaity, becauss {f the long dry graza fx al
lowed to mtand In the vicinity  of bulldings,
ahould s Iarge prairle fire, fanoed & stroog
wind, approach, it wonld be almost Impiesibls
{6 _prevent the whole from belng consumed,
When I waa at Mr. Lowe's farm, ten miles west
of Morris on the trail to Tobacco Creek, prairis
fites had been burning in varions for some
days, aod on the afternoon of the day I wasthere

oF RusTicys.

meuss clond of smoke arcss in the direction ol
Tobaceo Creek, asd very soon a foriows prairle
fire camme swoopicg down towards us, travelling
at a rate which would have pat horses to their
atmost gpeed £ escape out of ita track.

- COL. WIATOVEE,

who Inin o of Mr. Lows's farm, had
viously taken the precantionto burn xll theliéf;
gTa8 near the buildings and stacks, and had this
pnot been done, no kuman power could have
save] them from total destraction, X went out
ta the border of the burnt grass to see the fice
ap hing, bt corld ecarcely see mnything,
being alcaost blinded and suffocated by thae
smcke and heat even befors the fire remched
where I was_ It atrongly reminded me of the
scenes which I bad witnesred durlbg the great fra
nesr (Jttaws in Auguet, 1570, In many places
the setilers are in the babit of ploughing a steip
of land mround their boildiegs and stacks, and
thiz is sufficient protection from ordinary fires :
but it sometimes happens that :

THE FIRE, FANNID BY A GALX,

leape acrosa the strip of ploughed land and con-

sumen the stacks or buildings which {t was ntend-
ed to protect. Pralrie fires (and some very mis-
chievous ones) are often atarted in the spring by

permous desirons of clearing the old w{!.heredv

grass from off meadow lands where they intend
to cut their hay in the following summer, This
mode of clearing meadow lands of their last ses-
son’s crop ehould be prohibited, for although it

the destroction of large numbers of young treex
which would in a few years be of gm{t ﬁm to
e beltere slso that the burning grase
eve also that the ing of the o]
cn the land is injurious to the mcﬂecdin?crup,
more especially in places whers there is alresdy
too much alkall. T bave also often observed
places in a portion of the field whers the
old grass had not been burnt last year, that tha
young grass chowed s much more vigorous
growth than in Eehou ‘whers it had been burnt
off, <This might ¥ accounted for hy the
old_grass bolding the anow during the severs
cold weather of winter, whils in places whers
the grasa had been bart the wind blew the
snow all sway, leaving the roats of the grass too
much expsed.
VWhat I would proposa

IN OEDIR TOQ PEEVEST THE REFEATED LORATR

from prairie fires In » statute probibiting the
burniog of graes on the felds from tha midale
of Beptember to the first of June following.
From the first of Jooe nntil the grass i killed
by frost, fires will not rnn,owing to the JETacs
and weeds belug too n to burn. " F.re
brakes,".to protect buildings, stacks, fences and
forests, sh ba made about the beginning of
September by cuiticg with a mowisg machice
& sirip of grass several rode in breadth, wround
the piaces requiring protection, and then burn-
ing Lhis mown orass whers it 'l:y. and thus re-
caricg & strip ¢f burnt land wll aromnd the
farmer’s pre: whils thers waa no danger of
the fire Fpreading owiog to the green condition
of the adjacent grass. It would alse be wall
for the local suthorities to canse to be cut anj
burnt nomerons strips of grvs scross the opes

(3ept. 30 s high wind prerailed, and an im-

airies and argand timbered lag hich
ve the .ﬁ‘:gt of confining ﬁd:;'ta -::E

may save & little present Iabor, it often. causes -
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space should they chfnoe to be started by 201d-

dent or otherwise, belisve thetthe preven-
tion of prairis fires {a one of gmnary importance
to the peopls of the North-West, should
soctre the eazly sttention of those in suthorty.

1 0

OXNT PER CINT—AN ATTACK BY A MOBQUIT
HORDE--AN XFFICIENT BEEVANT—WulTIMG
FOB PATMENT. .

Sm.—El.rllz on th:i;lmming of.\z;iienﬁ:y;
Agngust 1Jth, aiter og about b
moat beautiful and_fertile rolling snd partially
wooded ccuntry, I resched the house of Mr.
Alfred Morton, uesr to the site of the fotors
8t Clair City. Deing wearied a5 well az
bungry, I waited hers jor Leeakiakt, and also
purchased # fresh supply of cooked provisions,
which I got at very rosscnable rates, considering
the high prices paid hers for raw material. Fort
Ellice, distsnt thirteen miles is the nearest place
‘whers supplies can be got, bat t!:oprlcn charged
at the Hudson Bay Compsny's stores . (whers
they have no competition, as I the case here)
are yach as tend to lighten yoar pocket without
ovet-welghting your travelline bag. Oune of the
setilers bers went to Fort Ellics to purchaee
coramon salt and had to pay $2 for twenty pound
weight ; I paid myself twenty-five cents for »
pound of sugar inch I bought there on the
afternnon of that day, ‘The price of flonr 1 $8

¢ 100 pounds, '{.i:h coat the Company but

1.25 delivered at theirstore by the steambosts
from the portage, 100 per cenk. profit on sales
here sseming to be considered

ABOUT THI TAIR THI¥G,

but in mome other places larger profits are
sought and obtained,

After breakfast Mr. Morton took - me around
to nee hisgrowing crops, whick were very fine,
althongh mostly growiog on land ploughed for
the firsk time laat spring. He stated his inten-
tion of abandoning in fotore the custom of
ploug Iand nearly a year befors it issown
with grain, which kas hitherto beeu almost the
universsl costom on prairie lands, ax it was a
needloss wasta of time and labor, upcchllﬁ_in
thie part of the country. The ulfey of the Bird
Tail Creek hers is aboat 200 feet deep, but the
banks are pot nearly so ateep 84 they are elght
miles further down, in the Bioux Reserve

KT, OLAIR CHTT —

at this Hme consisted of three bouses, all unfin.
ished.the wallu of several others,and a few tents.
The Bird Tail s very rapid here, and haviog o
cousiderable volume of water, furnishes the best
water power that T have seen In the North-
W eat, except .on the Wicnipeg river in Kowat:
tin. ‘There are also on its bunks numerous
springe of the best water I have tasted in this
oountcy, andsaqual to any I have seen in the
Ottaws vni!uL_: ) i

After a short delay at Bt. Chir City. I
started for Fort Ellice, sccompanied by an army
of

THR NOAT FIRQCIOUS MOSQUITOES

T have yet peen, whowe sppetites secmed tobe
whetted by the warm, wmurky weather, acd
which, ont of rplte spparently, wresked their

vented them from blesding mysell, Thelir
mum mnde him very restiess, snd to asalatin
driviag sway his tormentcrs, I got s willow
bush and with it brushod his sldes, abonlders sud
neck, but counld not reach those that attacked
the under part of bisbelly. The poor snimal in
ing to drive thess away by a forward fiing
th his hind feot, struck my hesl twice with his
hoofs and to prevent further demmgs I dia-
monnted, prefsrring to walk rather than be kicked
in this maoner. I -had not gone far when he
after peveral trials, mocceeded in placiog hiabin
foot in the stirrup and nearly threw himsclfon
the gronnd. .
“Abcut seven iiles from Bird Tail Creek 1
crossed the dry bed of what is acmetimes & con-~
siderable atream, fiowing in a deep valley called
8nake Creek. The quality of the soil bad
hitherto been very good, ongh. fn somoe
pinces rather stony, but sfier this the stony
patches became much too frequent, with occa-
tional patchea of poer sandy or gravelly land.
When within Tem than fonr miles from

TORT ELLICE,

the ground ins to declins towards the Ausl-
niboine, and the Fort is seen in the distance,
sfetningly in the bottom of a wide valley ; but
when yon get nearer you discover that a very
large valley intervenss, which 1a about a mile
wide and 200 feet below the level on which Fort
Ellice is built., Both basks aof this lower vallay
srs almobt previpitous, and the west bank well
wooded, The road up and down thess baoks
had to be made in & zig-zsg fashion at consider-
able coat by the Hudson Hay Comfmny. yet the
work of drawing » load up these hills ia very try-
tog on horses and oxen. The bottom of this.val-
ley is quite lovel and exceedingly fertile, but all
covered over with brushwood, except where the
officers of the Hudson Bay Compsny have a
considersble farm. ‘The sun had begun to shins
out resplendently before I reachod this walley,”
which had s most lovely appearance when
viewed from the high lands on either nide.” The
tortuous courss of the Assiniboine ss it winds
abont in this valley is asen for several miles
up snd down, and the first beidge scroes that
river occurs at this place, and is the best bridge
I have seen in thin conntry ; yet, no toll is col-
lected from passengers or teaws crosping over it
When croesing over this hridge I met with an
Englishman named Thomas Frost, whoea tent

.| wan pitched op the barka of the river. After a

ehort convermabion with this man, T learned that
bo was - ! .
A GOVERNMENT DEITICIIVE,

rent out by S.r Jobn A. Macdonald to keep bim
informed how Government cflicials deport them-
relves when far from the seat of Government.
He read to me several txiracts from communi-
catioon which he had forwarded to headquarters,
but ‘although they contained n great deal that
wax trus regarding the failings of his man-
ter's servants, vet it was often too high-
Iy colored,- Hs was aliec acling a0 a
correspondunt to two papers published in Eog--
land, and if the rraders of these papers place
much reliancs on the etatements of this man
ther Inyalty will bs nadoubted il soy of them
will in inturs rettle on the Canadian side of the
boundary Hnc. T afterwards heard rather
curious storfes abont this individual, and if the

vengeanos on Wy little muatang because my net

(Govarnment have mapy more such employees in
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the North-West the sooner there is u change the
better it will be for all honeat people, Govern-
ment officlals in this portion of the Dominion
shonld be men of undoubted integrity as well as
loyalty, and those who are otherwise should be
sent to sowe older scttlement, whers they cannot
do a0 much harm, and whers their misdemesoors
will more readily reach the aars of their superiors.
Ty the way, the American Government ought to
reward Mr. Froat for his sxertlons ia thelr behalf,

There were, at the time of my visit to this
place, about 100 ** te . or Indlan hote, with-
in sight of Fort Ellice, These Indisns had come
here to recelve their annuities ; but, althoogh the
date when the payments should be made had
already been passed twelve daye mgo, there was
no word or mign of the Goveroment agent with
the money. Captain Herchimer and a rquad of
Nerth-West Mounted Police, from Bhoal Lake;
were camped here to keep walch over the doings
of R

*“ poog BUNGET LO,”

who showed no signs of cauelng troabls if sup-
_plied with food, which the officers of the Hudson
Env Company had been doing slace the dats
when tne yearly payment should have been
msade, sud no doubt their profits will baIarge
on thess transactions when the Government
comes to settle with them. Thess Indians had
come to Fort Ellios some time befors the date
£xed for receiving their sanuities, and being on
the horder of starvation they helped themsaelves
to foor head of fat cattle belonging to the Hon,
Mr, McKay, but which they thought wers Gor-
.erpment stock. This act of appropriation was
done civilly bot determinedly, and gave a great
deal of uneasiness to Capt. Herchimer, but that
officer did not like to interposes his luL‘hority be~
tween starving Indians and fat beef crittern.

The country around and beyond this point has
smple supplies of wood, but the soil is mostly of
inferior quality and in some cases is a bare sandy
waste, xcept in the. immediste vicinity of the
river, I don't believe there will bomunch settle-
ment done here for several years, although the
land on the whole is equal to many asttled
portions of the eastern provinoces.

Having gone as far as I wanted lowardsthe
west I turned back scroes the Assiniboine snd
tried to find an old trail, which was ssid to lead
from this point to the Pelly Crossing can the
Bird Tail Creck, near the Riding Monntaine, but
alter considerable search, had to give it up and
return by the way I came, When I reached the
valley of Bnake Creek it was getting dark, and
being clondy and warm, the moequito army re-
pewed their attack of the forencon,which patmy

ony nearly wild, so I thooght it best to camp
Eere rather than prosecote my journey ssven
miles further under such circumstances,

Montreal, Nov, Z1st, 1879.

AN OBRDINARY ECEER AT THR WISNIFEG FOST-
QFFICE—NEEDID POSTAL HETOHNS,

818,—While reading in the WiTsrss of Tast
Saturdsy how rpeedily mail matter In distritro-
ted, deliversd, or despatched in the Montreal
Post-cffice, I was reminded of the very different
way the{‘;io thess thinge in Manitoba, sepecially
st the Winnipeg Post-office, whero tbe delnys
AT0 YTy ing to the patience, and frequently |
cause cinsiderabls lovt to the people of that pro-

or RustIicus.

-

viace. Tho mailsfrom the Bast generally reach

Winnlpeg about midaight, and when the Pest-
office opens at eight o'clock the following morn-
ing » number of people enter it to get their
letters before ging to their ordinary avocations,
bot often they find that the general delivery
wicket romasins closed until near nine, ss the
clerks mre too busily eogaged in sorting the
previous night's mail, When the wicket is
opened there is #nch & crowd pressing sround it
sa to resemble the window of a polling-place
during elections twenty years ago.  Two clerks
are sually placed to serve the general public
nptil tha fimt crosh iz over, but sometimes there
i1 only one to serve, : '

‘THS FAGER OROWD,

The person standing next to the wickst calls cut -
his name, and the clerk pulls a handful of letters
from a pigeon-hole and looks them over. Per.
hape the waiting Individusl gots all Lis letters,
but sometimes he does not get them until two or
three days afterwards, or it may be not atall
(sa T have found by experl

bandful of Istters is examined the clerk goea to
ancther and larger pigeon-hole, and takea out of
it an armful of newnpapers and looks them over
ona by «ne, returns them to their place, and in-
forms the waiting Individual t thers is
nothing more for him, 'The latter is not, how-
ever, to bo put off go readily, as he has heen de-
puted by several of his neighbors to ask for their
mail, and the clerk has again to go over the
same process of mearching for lstters and papers
for each of these. The Giret parson retires from
the wicket {sometimes a difficult tsak, owing to
the esgerness of the crowd behind him), and
another takes his place, while the post-otfice
man goes through the mame tadious process as
befors. I have sometimes waited half an hour
before I conld get near emongh to the wicket to
receive my letters mdiﬁlpen. Oiten  the
esstern papers wers not sortad unti! noono ;.
g0 1 had to retwrn again in the after-
noon, or leave the city without them,
The mechanics and laborers generally call at
the post-office between the hours of twelvs and
one o'clock, when there is anobher jam at the
wicket, but only one clerk to attend to all their
wants, which often inclodes selling postaga
stampe, and receiving or delivering registercd
lsttern. I have b several occasions remained to
watch the eagernoss of the r workmen o get
away to their dloner or work, but in some cascy
they are detained over fifteen minutes before
getting their torn. I belleve that during the
greater part cf the summer an average of fire or

six persons wers kept waiting in Winuipeg poet-

office duriog the honrs it was kept open.

. The weekly mails for many places in Mazitoba
and the North-West Territory ‘are dirpatchad
from Winnipeg snd Emerson, on Monday mora.
jog, tut do not contain letters and which
may have reached there from to forty
hours previcusly, and such letters have to lay
over for another week before being forward.d to
their destination. For example the Wxrxry Wrr-
wiss for Manitoba, leaves Montreal on Toesday
erm!ngu,-ndgenenﬂ; reaches Emerson on 8star-
day evenings at six o'clock, and Winnipeg about
midnight, and might essily be forwarded to
the Wert on Monday mornlng, in which case
they woold resch most of their readers by Wed-
neadsy, or eight days after publication, bmt
inatead cf that they are delsyed seven daya mora,

ence). When the _

1
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Of conrse peopls gemerally do not cars for sub- I’

scribing for papers that do nof reach them until

- fittean to twenty days after publication, if at all.

At the timie of my visit, there wers

OMLY TWQ ENOULAR POSTOTYIONN

in that of the North. West Territory immedi-
stelr joining Manitobn ; thesswere at Shaal Linke
and at Tavners Crossing on the Littie Basketche-
wan, ¥rom these two ufficea. over two thousand
familles, seattersd ovsr ax many nquare miles of
territory, had to get their letters and papers
The mail rasched thess offices only once in thres
weeks, and was often o bulky affalr. Mr. Tanner
told me that often 253 ponuds of mall mattee waa
left at his office, Mxr, Tanver ls in khe habit of
remsining at home ths day sfter the madl arrives
to sort It, and also deliver the letters and papers
to whoever may call, Afterwards he attonds to
his farm, and the post-office s generally left in
charge of his fumnily, who, [ am informed, cannot
resd the writlng or the addcosses, snd when n
person ealls for hin mail he ia pointed to the place
where the lstters and papers are kept and told Lo
“go and look for himself.” Acting upon such an
{nvitation people sometimes take mors than pro-
perly belong to them, especially when they are
defntod to bring home all the Jetters and papers
belonging to » whols peighborbood, twenty or
thirty miles distant. To illustrate thie better,
et us suppose that Farmer Jones, reaiding st
the Big %e

the Littls Ssakatchewan Post-Office to get his
own lstters and papers, as well as those balong-
iog to his immediats neighbors. He examines
over the pile of mail matter, and finds that some
of if'is directed to H. Brown. Mr, Jones has

4 NEIOHBOR NAMED BEOWH,

bat he does mot kmow his first name, wud to
make cortain he takea Mr. Brown’s letrers and
along with the rest, Mr, Jones’ neigh.

r's name i not H. Brown, bat B, Brown, and
when bhs Jooks st the papdra which Jone
brought bim he finds that he s not the owner at
alt, as they belong to Mr. H. Brown, who lives
south-east from Rapid City, distant some forty
or filty miléx. The wiray letters and . pspers
are Inid awsy to be returned at the fat oppor-
tunity, but oftan have to wait soveral months
befors sent back to the post-offics, thers to take
their chances of being agafe sent off in the wrong
direction. Tbere la generally some chance of the
letters toaching their proper destination atlest but
I have heard of several cases whers §t tock aix

months té do it, Bome ball-dozen or more letters:

pasted 1n Moatrea!l lazt summer, and addressed
to “ David Currie, Wionipeg, Man.,” npever
reached that . bat remain somewhere o
the North-1Vest, although the n to whom
they befong has made n good deal of enquirics
about them. Newspapers which mske & wrong
start are seldom returmed, and when retureed to
tha post-office, are perhape sent back to the
publishers’ oftice lnatead of to the person to
whom directed, Mr, Tunner fnnocently in-
fortued ma "‘that be bad rent a number of Waxx-
LY Wirnesaza back to Montreal, which had been
return~d to kis offos by the person Lo whom
they ware addressed.” 1 afterwards lexrned that
the:e papers had never reached the person to
whom lh:{ belonged, but had gone to the wrong

, and when returned to the office were sent

to Montreal fmstead of to their rightfal

nd of the Baskatchewan, comes %o-
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T have roason to belleve that the postal busi-
nees wes Inuch more carelessly done at the Bhoal
Lake office, whaere the com ta from people
who get their lotters mdppnpeu thers wore
much worse than in soy other place I visited ;
but I have very littls nal knowledge of
the frregularities complained of, .
I believe that Mr, Dews, the Jominjon Post-
office Tnrpector, who wis in Manitoba when I
laft it, has had & good many of these Lrregulard-
ties rrmoved, but I fear that there is ample
room for & good deal more inthat line.

UAMPING OUT EXIPXEIREOES—HBONE FARME—AN
INDIAN COUNCIL—THR MIMBIONARY AND THE
QOVERNMYNT AGEST. .

The night of A‘?ﬂli 13th was the thizd night
insuccession that I bad to camp out on the lons
prairie without either blanket or tent, and a
shoft account of how it was done may be amus-
ing if not instructive to your readers, Findiog
that night was coming om while there was still
seven miles of an indiffarent trail to be pamsed
over befors reaching Bt, Clair city, whers the
sccommodation for travellers was Bone of the
beat, and Eknowing that the passage over every
rod of the way thers would be contested by in-
numerable hosts of mosquitoes, .

I TAOUGHT IT PRUDENT

to balt for the night, and zo looked around Lo ses
if thers waere signs of dewd timber in any of the
adjscent bluffs with which to make a fire, I had
to be more particular in selecting my camping
pince whers there wers ample snpplies of dry
wood, than most other travellers, since I had po
axe with me, nor anything larger than s small fack-
knifs with which to prepare the night's firewood.,

When a suitable place was found I nusaddled
and hobbled iy pony and turned bim out to feed, -
while I kindled = fire with which to warm my
mapper and drive awsy the mosqaito battalions.
But first of all I had to gather s stors of [uel to
last the whols night, a8 on the preceding aventng
I neglected to gather encugh of wood unti! after
dark, when I fonnd it was no easy task groping
around among a thick blufl of rmall poplars untit
I met with a dry tree, not too large for ms to
pull down, By starvmg wood-gathering "whils
there was efill aufficient daylight to look around
me, I generally yot plenty of fallen timber,
which § drew vnt in lengths of sometimes more
than twenty feet, and placing saveral ot theee
acrors each other kindled a fire at the point of
contact which soon bumed each of them through,
when T n%adn pinced the longer pieces acroes the
fire, and before I went to sleep they were ail cut
fnto couvenient'lengths by mesns of the fire.
My next work was to prepare tes for supper,
usiog water which I had taken with me in
tin Hask from a spring which iseued out of the
banks of the Assiniboine, vear Fort Ellis. The
immediste vicinity of water is generally chosen
by travellers for chmpieg ground, bat T found
that where othcrc{,vaopla wers in the habit of
mmrdng they nsed up all the dry wood, so I
cartled my tea-water with me often for hall ‘s
day before nsing it.  After mapper

. I PERPARFD 4 RED o
by gathering an arminl of bushes or weeds and

| spreading them on the groupd to lsewwrd of the
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fire, udug my travelling bag for a dﬁlluw.
I wounld then remove from my panta and déawers
any graios of wild oats which might have intruded
their nnwelcome presence there, and which they
wers not slow to make known by a pricking sen-
eation oo some part of my legs. By the way, [
may hers stato that I have known several per.
sons who were laid up from wotk for a longer or
shorter period, owing to the {otrusion of a wild
oat (they strongly resemble porcupine quilis)
throngh » hole in the haot, into and through the
#kin of their fest, Having gathered the bormning
brands cieser together, then wrapping aronnd me
= waterproof coat, and adjusting the moeqnito
net, also drawing & pair of socks over my bhands
to guard againat the “akeetery,” I wonld lis down
to eleen,

On some other nigbts while camping out, I
Lesrd the praide-wolves alvging their aweetest
carvle, but on this oceasion thern was nothing
uonenal to distorb my rest except Stutt (the
pouy) and his tormentors, both of which kept in
closer proximity to my bed than w:s conducive
to plumber. It also rained some diring the
night, and on sach occasions I had to assnme the
perpendicular fostead of the horizontsl pasitien
in order to avoid being dremched too much
‘[biz mode of wlesping s not very refreshing, and
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WADE THE MOBQUITOXS BO DACNE

tl;lt they did not moleat ns agaln befors morning.,
Mcr. Brodis and his two companions had mads.

and Shoal Lake, In all mors thas six hundred.
mila!_. sinca the 22nd of lsat Juns; yet on mno.
oceasion did they travel on Suaday, bat rested in:
their teat wherever they chanced to be, I men..
tion this fnct becanse soch conduct is not com..
mon, even among Preabyterians, fo this country,
and should the Charch “in the eastern provinces:
continne to peglect its T scattered members.
out Weet, it is remsonable to expect that mors.
of them will become Sanday traveliers, Indeed,
it has almost become a custom to tart on & Jo :
Jjourney ot Jatardsy in order to get ome, and|
perhape two Sundays, for travelling.

In the morning, after visiting the harracks of'
tha North-West Mounted Uolice, I started
northward along the west side of Shoal Lake,
Dassiog over very rich baot moatly low lagnds,
bearly all of which bave been homesteaded by
membem of the police fores stationad at Shoal
Lake. Ouae of thess men, whose tima will expire
vext April, had & *' bes” the day I saned, put.
ting up & hovse on his place, He was well
plessed with his_land, bat complained that tha

when frequently repeated becomes wearisoma.

At bresk of day I started for the Bird Thail,
and reached the dwelling of Mr. Chambers, one
of the Hamiltonian colonists, in time for break-
fast, Upob remarking

THR APEENCE OF MILE,

Mre. Chambers told me Lhat they ownsd the
oniy cow in the colony, but she had waodersd
awny two days before and had not returned, leay-
ing ths whole sittiement ta drink their tes and
*up their portidge withont the coloring of milk.
I afterwards focnd several new seitlemants with-
oul s supply of milk,caused chisfiy by the opera-
tiona of the N, P, and cattle prohibition.
Oo former years the new settlers nsed to get
cows from pasing Montana drovers, st w
low prices, but not m mingle cow, so far as
conla learn, was brought from Montana.this
season, Axy of the settlers who wanted m cow
had to go duwn to The Portage, and sowme times
to Winnipeg, from one to two hundred miles
distaot, apd thers pay neatly twico s much for
bossy st they used to pay to the Montans
drovers,

From Bt Clair city I took the old trafl esst
ward to Shoal Lake, distast more than twenty
mules, For the firnt seven or eight miles the
land was very fine, with plenty of tmber and
slightly rolling. Near Ten Mile Cresk thers was
a good desl of wet land, ncd in rome places the
timber was rather ecarce, botthare is s plentiful
=appliy & lew milea to the nerthward from the

i, Aa you approach Shoal Lake there are
alro numerons a'kali rpots, but they are not so
bad sa in somae other parts of the country,

When shyut to cross the stream connecting

Government had permitte] all the good building
timber In the neighborhood (more than one bene
dred acres), to be taken by one man who wax
also & non-restdent,

The lake hers in « vary

BEAUTIFUL BHEET OF CLEAR WATNE,.

with beactiful farm sites along the oastern
shore, whore the land iu higher thfn on the west-
ern side. A pretty large stream callsd Oak
Creek smpties into the lake st the northern sx-
tremity. This creek bas lta sonres in the Rid-
ing Moontains, snd for the greater part of its
course passes through s well.wood country,
Abound.ing'iu lakes, ponds and marshy sloughs,
After crossing Oak Creek I went northeaatward
for nboug soven miles, withont meeting any
rigos of civilization, except traces of the work,
lately done bers by a surveying party, who had
jast tompleted subdividing thia townahip into
sections and quarter sections,

Aboub the centre of township 17, rangs 22,
west, 1 came into an older settiement than any
I had seen eince leaving Manitoba., Baveral of
thees farmers had been Lers more than two
years, and were already

ix TAIB.L_]" COMFORTAHLE CTEJUMSTANCIN,

baving pretty large felds of aplend; i -
most ready [orl;:gvmﬂng. elendid grain 1
Oa the following mornine I continmed my
course ta the Big Bend, on the Little Saskatche.
waa, Theland.hers is oxcellent, bat haa very
fow settlers located on it, as soms twelvs sectiona
bers hare been bought bty an Englizh nobleman,
Lord Elphinstone, wh, purposes to make it an
Lmmenss cattle farm. The peop's In the vicinity
would, however, much rither have people than

Shoal wih Haven Lake I tiet n young man | cattle for neighbors, sx there would then be

pamed Joha Brodis, from Paris, Out., where his | greater likelihcod of thelr

father is an elder in the Presbyterinn Choreh, I
had met with him twice before, firet at Lomg
Lake and afterwards at Pice

Creek, sad pew | divf.nal in good circumn<tas,

ol of el euk\;ecuﬁn schools,
and g . W, s north-
wrrd from hers thera g a lomewhat\thntric in-

cea, who owas 8 good

sisdly accepted his invitation to ovne and lodgs | denl of 1sed in this nelgbbarhood and eothe sfxty
~

within bis tent, as it was drawing towards svze- | or wyraty

ing, and I was both weary ard b2 Baf:ow
poing to bed wgemcdgtd the tent, wanh ’

head of cattle,
A Bitls after m!? tuy T reached the Indian
tYe cear the Riding Mountsin House and

threa jnumeﬁ-l with ox teams between Winnipeg:
13

- fear that the religions services of the day

" thoogh some of them had s scanty supply of

. Flett seemed to enter into the work most
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four.d the Indians all comgregated In one place
holding
4 YBIG TALE” WITH MB. MARTINEAU,

the Government agent, who was to pay the Io-
dinns their annnities the following onday.
After listening » whils te Cres eloquence and
its Eoglish travelation, I left to visit some set-
tlers living south-west from hers, promisng the
Rev. George Flett, the Presbyterian missionary,
that I would return on tha sfterncon of tha
next day (Junday} to vee the Indian children at
their Sunday-achool exercizes. At the appoint-
ed time, 4 p.m, Sunday, in company with Mr.
Plett and his wife, we came to the place of
mesting—m small log dwelling-honse enclosed in
 fisld of barley, potatoes, Indisn corn and other
garden vegotablea, The building and crope
balong to a young Cree who hasahown consider-
sble aptitude in sdopting the customs of civl
Hatlon, The Indians st first began to gather
round the honas In consderabls nunmbers from
the adjacent encampment, but nnfortunately -.£
thin juncture Mr. Martinesu called st the *‘tepes

of the chief, wauting to have another ‘“big talk. ™
The ipterpreter (a young Indisn in the employ
of the Hudson Bay Company, who speaks Xng-
lish, rrench snd Indian finently) wasz at the
house where Mr. Flett was abont beginning
rollgions services, but » mearenger came requiring
his pressnce at headqnarters, and he had to ro,
while & number of the other Indiaum followed
from cuoricsity. Mr., Flett and I began to

would suffer for lack of an sodience, but
nt & few of the better-disposed young men
and women remained, we gathered in fromt of
thu house and etarted to sing soms of ey's
bywmns, they ringiog in Cree and I in Engliah;
but thers was no discord, aa the tunes wezs the
ones usually suog to these hymns. "We had not
sung throogh one hymn when neszly all the
women atd children in the camp came op to onr
place of mesting, followsd soon after by all the
younger men, leaving only about half s dozen of
the older Iodisns to continne the conference
with Agent Martinean. [ counted In all abent
eighty persone, old and young, at our meeting.
Beversl more hymns were then sung, and the
Rev. Mr. Flett, after reading s chapter in the
Crre lungusge, from an Foglish Bible, preached
a short sermon, but as I did not understand =
word of it, I employed my leisurs In scan.
olog the personal . appearance of the andience,
by pe means a very pleaslog speciacle, owiog
to ths amoumnt of eqoulor and dirt visibla
Mot of the children were Literally in rags,

oven thome. -After the sermon the younger per-
sont fn the company were divided Into clasees
snd teachers put in charge of ewch. Bome of the
teachern were more yoothiulthan some members
of their class, vet with a card In hand on which
.the Cree alphabet had been written by Mr.
Fiett, they pointed out with a short stick esach
character and called ont {ts proper pams. Mr.
and Mrs, Flatt had each of them olasses of the
smaller children gatbered arousd them, to whom
they wers teaching the English alphabet and alsn
to spell litls worda in that language. Mrx,

beartily, although her pupils were {n wuch a con-
dition that few of the lady teachers in Montreal
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AN INDIAN MIBBIOX—BREAVERB AS A CAUSE OF
FONDB AND MARSHESR,

The ht of Augast 17th was spent by me in
the hou:ifo[ the Rav, George Flett, a short die~
tance north from the Biding Mountaing Honse.
Mcr. Flett's houso is one of the best that I have
scer weat of Manitoba, yet It waa bnilt en-
tirely by

IFDIAY LABOR.

The doors, windows, flooring snd part of the
abingles wers brooght up from Winnipeg, bat
the logs were bewed and pot together by
Indisns, who also sawed with a_whip—kaw all the
rongh lumber peeded, and a made tonsiderabls por
tion of tha shingles, besides doing all the jotner
work requinite in putting up the rafters, boardiog
snd shinglieg the roof, laying the floors, making
the door and window cases, &c.

On Mondsy mornlog I walked saround the
Reserve gathering wild flowers, (which I broaght
with me to Montreal,} and observing the build-
Iogs, fences, and cropa belonging to the Indians,
The two latter were much Jess t] I was led to
expect from the clvilized appearancs of many of
thess people, but thers were several houses
already built, and tha (log) walls for wix or soven
more were up (the cornering being remarkably
well done} and will probably be occapied by .
this time, at least I hope 10, sa the supply of
clothing belonging to the Indians, especially tha'*
children, is altogether too ecanty to permit of
their dwelling in ‘' Tepees” through the cold
westher. When fur-bearing animals were plenti-
{nl, and their pelts brought high prices, many of
these Indians and thelr squaws were clothed in
broadcioth ; but the two past veasons have been
very disappointing to Indian bunters, and aa the -
demands of the belly are more pressing than the
wants of the back, the latter will have to bear
the brunt of ** hard times" as best It may. .

I was Informed that much mors land would
have been cultivated by the Indians, bot for
Isck of oxen to do the ploughing. It appears
that the Government supplied a pumber of
ploughs and harrows (which I raw piled up be—
sida one of the Indian hounses,) but they got only
one pailr of oxen to furnish the motive power re-
quired to put them to good nae, besides hanling
out of the bush an unusnal guantity of building
and feocing timber, consequently but little
ploughing conld be done, :

At eleven o'clock I returned to the Manse to

witnees & wmarrlage ceremony, wherehy two
Urees were mmade one, (that ia if they wers not
nuch already, as they had for some time been
livivg as man and wife, but wished the knot to
be further tied in & Christian manner,)
- The haopy pair were under thirty years of age
and decently dressed, and in mppearance com-
pared favorsbly with many couples that ars
married within sight of Montreal,

After dinner I went down to wee the Indians

RECKIVE THEIR ANNUITIES,

& somewhat tedions affair, ainca Indians, like
so many of their white brethren, are generally
willing to accept more than is !awfully doe to
them. I wasnorty to learn that only three or
four ont of this large band of Jodians had any
money reully coming to them after their debis
wero paid. It is trus that the money was paid
to each Indian who touched the pen{ay way of

SBunday-achools wonld care to tonch thelr cloth-
tng or persons with a pair of tongs, .

glring & receipt, but the payments wers madein



' “rode away from this

1]
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the presencs of an agept of the Hudson Bay
Company to whom the cash waa, in all bat three
or m caacs, translerred in,  payment of
g:d.: already  received, so  that  In  case
Indian "wishes to maks any fresh
ha hss to do so oo credit
hare been informed that the officers of the
Hudson Bay Company are in the habit of giving
the Indians credit to the amount of their next
sobaal payment to be recelved from the Guv-
ernment ; thus peor Lo s kept almost em-
stantiy In debt, and fs unable {0 wuwse bis
apnuity moneys in purchasing from aoy
olher trsders who Iusy have wares Jor
ssle, 1 do not pretend to say that this is
sllogether to bis disadvantage, for, slthough the
Haudson Bay Company chargs enormously high
prices for the goods they supply, yet they are
generslly of excellent guality, and good measure
is alwaya given, while occasional traders are ot
very particalar as to the quality or mmounnt of
goods given even when the Indiane are paying
twice its valne, Itscema a grest pity that the
Indians whoss annuilies are so amall ($5 per
head) could not hare an opportunity of giving it
In exchanee for nenrly ite worth of such articles
ashe really requires, .

At about 4 p.m, I bid good bye to Mr, Flett
and his Indian missjon, and tarned Stutt's head
towsrds Winnipeg, an arrangement which did
not meet with his approval as he seemed to pre-
fer waiting where hs was, to enjoy the eempany
of & pumber of other Enlu likehimeatf, As I

dian reserve meditating
o0 the scenes T had lately witneesod, I was very
much impresned with the sense of the large debt
of gratitude which the government and people of
this Dominfon owe to

THE MISSIORARIYS IN THE NOBTH WEST
for the civilizing effect of their presence among
the Indians, who all seem to have great regard
for the advice given by lhe missionsries, even
while they continoe to cling fo many of their
ancient ideas about religien. I belisve that were
the Gevernment to supplement the work of the
missionacies by paying » nnmber of trastworthy
persons s teachers to impart to she Indian youlhs
and maidens & rudimen knowledge of the
three R’s, the services of the North-Weet Mounted
Folice might be diepensed with, in a few years, st
leaat in 80 far ax the Indians are personally con.
cerned. The plan of doing the teachivg at or
near tl: the Imi\ima‘ homess is m:fcth.ﬁ:tgter than
the plan propored in the States ing & putn-
ber of Judian youths esst and placiog them in
some educitional institation, there to get a lib-
eral training.  Such & courss would_ I fear, do
a2 muoch harm sa good to the young Indians, as
their rurrodpdings while st school would be so
totally diffetent to what they would find when
they retorn that they would bot
remain there Torg, or U they did remain,
It.lh}ey 'ot}lj return to their former mode of
ife in preference to ing the Hy bao
less task of lngrs.fﬁnhy asiern Gartoms s the
overy day life of & Western Indian. The very
Eelenoe of the tescher would also have a most
neficdal effect on the industrial habits of the
d‘fhole tribe where be dwelt, I wlso think that
wring the t: winter, when mary of the
dd,Indhﬂ.i \rﬂ} uire & litte extra Govermment
t might glven most advan

through the hands of the ud.dmu{mwy
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chewan down to within & few mila of
Tanners’ Cromsing, the country sonth-west of
tbat stream in & beantiful ro prairie, with
occasional amall bluffs of poplar, which are alto-
gether too small wnd too few in number to sup-
Ely all the timber needed by the future sittlars,
ut there Is an abundant supply of. im-
ber scroes om the north-emat mide of be
river, where the country is nearly all wood-
ed, with » large partion of it lately overran
by fire and is at present a * brnlie,” bu if pro-
tected for & few yenrs will ba covered with a
second crop of timber. Thers are hers nomer.
ons muall es and grassy ponds, eepecially

the work of bearers st some tormer period, and
afew houra work with aspads wounld dratn a
good many of them. Ones of these iakes which
I saw in township rixteen, range saventesn,
covered an ares of more than fifty acres, with as
much more fo a mwrshy coodition, yet 1t could
be drained by an ordinary Irish spadesmsn io
about s week. There are no settlements that T
beard of on the north-esat slde of the Saskatche.
wan, and westward from the Rolilag River, ex-
cept two houses and a mawmill on the banks of
the Iatter stream. Rastward from the Rolling
River the country is gore open, and thers
are s few settlers located on  what ap-
pears to be neayl all  excellent aoil—
but mostly coversd with scrub,

THE BOLLIXG RIVEE

sirongly resembles many of the creeks In the
Gétinean country. The valley in very deep and
narrow, while the stream for miles s & apcces-
xion of rapids over & bed of boulders. "The
banks are chicfly clay, with oceasional layens
of sand and gravell "A short distancs upr the
eart bank of this stremm there Is & comfortable-
looking farm with moveral onthouses

is marked on the last mape, and I am informed
that » few years ago the maln trail to the Rig
Saskatchewnn passed near thin place, There is
s rmall eawmill pear the ontlet of this river, but
it bad been idle for some time previons to my
vixit, becauss the mill-dam had burst. Thers is
also & plentiful snpply of spruce timber ahomt
twelve miles up stzeam, from which logm can be
brought readily during the high water in spring.

THE PROEFECTS OF WINNIPIG AND RAPID CI¥T
COMPABRD —4 MEXTIFG WITH MESAEN, THOM 4N
WHITE, ¥ F., AND Q. J. BETDGEA

case further westward, but ft was aleo wetter In
snd more or less rolling. Tn oue cf the
t scttietnrnty herw the » are all Pres-

From the Big Bend in the Little Baskat-

among the timber, many of ‘which are evidently -

_of the Gatineau at Kirk's Ferry, except that the

house,
around i¢. It belongs to s French pative, and -

}
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girnto s the Presbytetian i
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search to discover traces of tha haodiwork of

% th te tlemen in the various reserve and

- although the ese DULE ZED

Linwb:eﬁwr:l‘blug;‘ li:h:: lz::ry’w ths sddition | land policies which help to enrich ypecalators st
f Mx: 5,000 Presbyterians, st over 2,000 | the expense of the whole conntry, I fear that

:qn..uq miles of new territory. What would the | Rapid City will yet saffer severely by the in-

Iate Dre. Chalmars, Burns, and Duff say of soch |t

riguen of wuch men at Ottaws in determining

conduct were they atill living? I bave been |ths route of tbe Canndn Pacific Railway.

thinking that the Presbyterian Board of Home

From Rapid City I went up the southesst

Mimions must either hays an gverweening con- | banks of the river somae aighteen miles to Prairie

fidenoe in the steadfast adheranoe of Preaby. | City, calling at several

on_the way, and

¢ 1 th t cr- | among others at the farm ol' John Ralaton, where
:;r:::.:z;ht‘:: :he h:::dﬁgog:ga? ;:.71121 an | I found the proprietor looking s well as when I
r

estimate of the enterpriss and pinck of their

saw hina last at hia houne on tha Gatinean, while

i sthren, th Id | taking the census in the spring of 1871. His
r;l..'[:t‘h:d'i:t m%m‘;‘v the ;n::t pﬁ:ﬁg residence iy in Wionipeg, but he owns some
Pc:-qhyte!i.ln field on this continent, if not on | twelve soctions of land hereabouta (more good

When I reached Rapid City thesecond time,

. Iand than thers Is in any towrahip on the Ga-
the globe. tinesn abova Hull), Mr. Ralston fs one of the

I saw at once an sviderce of its progress in the | masay persons who have benefited by the igno-

{ four new dwellivg houses, which had
m;mn:eneed sinoe my former vidt, a lttle
over {wu weeksa before. Bince returning to Moent-
real

about
RAFPID CITY AND IT3 PROBFIOTS

yocei niry | reso
have ived pumerous leters of enq lowed him, uotil the Government pat a stop to

rance of Northwestern matters which prevailed
at Ottaws, but I belisve that he mecursd hia
Iands b{ less obfectionable mesanrss than wers

to by numerons partien who have fol-
this mode of public plunder. I hope that the

Government will yet canse an investigation into

of becoming a large clty compared with Winni- | 1}, e and other ways by which the public 1ands

peg. Should the more southern (which Thelieve | gory

h the best) of the two surveyed routes
;grbethn:n:huadn Pacific Railway be chosen, it

by cunning speculstors,
PRAIRIE CITY

will run for about five miles In the valley of the | o1y thres or four houses, locsted on the

i aslcatchewan at Rapid city.
Ll'i‘ﬂhgasph; lt:m:uzly reminds me of the valley

tineaq river is sbout twelve times aa large an
t(];:n: Littls Saskstchewan, lnd l].lO has about
twelve timea more timber on its high backs,

There is & descent of -about twenty-five faat_ln
the bed of the river in sbout two miles ofits
course bere, snd & comiderabls water power
oould be developed by the construction of two or
three dams acroas the stream ; but apy mills or
maanfacturies erccted hers, wonld require to
hare steam engines in sddition to water wheels,
a8 in timee of drought, the water in the dver
would be too low to supply the motive power, ax-
capt in the form of steam, :

i.n eompared with Winnipeg, Rapid city pos-
peases the following advan it has a moch
ware besntifol and heﬂt{]l:y Lil:;‘ilf: has a.nn,l;u;;

t sa of stone and gra or pavin,

B lding Ita otllors " Tissber for Fael
and boildiog purposes can be had st & much l.e-
cost by foating it down from the Ridiog
Mountains, Its high banks give 1t a grest
ad-antage in the construction of water-works,
when the-city becomen largs enough tu rec}mn
them, There is nw danger of its suflerivg from
floods, whils the yery sristence of Winnipeg is
yearly mensoed by a spriog flood, sad ber muni-
cipal debtt ia already asuming slarming dimen-
wions, canalog high taxes, which with other high

prices will preveat the posslbility of largs manu-
factories bxzim;blhhad In Wlanlpeg. Bni::i
Rapid City much pesrer the lmmenss
ﬁelg.do! the Saskastchewan, The sdvaal
whxch Winni hucmﬂlpﬁ(ﬂtym:hnda

iogs sad  trada } clever-
e b Levpe workd nore
to : Te

?m. smoast of the cat Hks .uu:?:l light
ou thelr feetafter svery torn the po-

porth bank of the river, and as I wiahed to viait
the Dominion Land Office, I had to lears Statt
on the mouth basks of the stream {hers shout
sixty feot wide and from three to four feet deep),
and paid twenty-five cents to the ferrynan who
took me over and back, A bridge has since been
built at this point.

Aboot three-quatters of & mile east from hers
{s Tanner’s Croesing, at the furthest sast point
on the Little Baskatchewan river. 1 had hoped
that the mafl which waa then due would bring
me some news from the esat, as I had got none
wncs leaving Winnipeg, but aa it had mot
yet arrived, on the following day I went somo
sight or nine miles north from this along the
Lankn of a besutiful streama which fows in =
deep brokenr valley. Bome of the land here is
very fertils and there iz an sbundance of good

water and mosquitoes.  Moat of the good
land here iv already sectured by settlers and
others, but some of the land fx rather gravelly
for profitable cultore in searonE,

Raeturning to Tanner’s g the foltowing -
day I fou that the mail had not arrived,
we I ntarted sastward. Omly three or four honses
were seen for u distance of about twenty miles
when the trail cromad Stony Creek, shout thres
miles above the junction with the White Mud
River. From Tanter's Croming to Stony
Creek the land a to be , but mostl
ooreted with rcrnb, and is ; or nearly all,
owned by private persona. After croming
Btony Cresk the land gets more lovel, and also
the soil s of lighter quality {and in soms places
altogsther too sandy for profitable cropping);
the country is alse moch more open,

While ridieg along bere leisurely taking =
lock & every object in sight, I aaw, coming %o
meet M

w0 DOUBLE BUGIITS
{s rather anusual in theee parta)) When

the toams w pear, I was both aur-
pu'hltdr:s‘plmad to see the wall known, cheer-
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ful face of Thomas White, Exq., M. 2., in therear
catriage, and to get a warm shake of his hand.
My plessure was somewhat alloyed, however,
at the aight of Alr. W hite's companicn in travel.
Not bat Alr, Brydges is & nice pectleman to
ineek with in any place ; bot as he is the chief
agent of s yrest landed company, I thought
that if Mr. White had been accompanied in his
travels only by some intelligent native, who was
well posted ia all the wants, &o , of the setilem,
what & stors of umeeful informsation he would
have dtawn out, to be used afterwards with
great advan‘ags in his newepaper and also in the
Heuen « f Commons at Ottawa
I stayed the two following nights and inter-
vening Sunday at the home of 3Mr, Wilisa
Campbell on the banks of Whitse Mud River
which is hers a beaatiful stream of clear water
running on asandy bottom. The land abont here
isaandy loam with sand for the subeoil, yet
pretty good crops are grown on it ; but it will pot
stand to be cropped so often without manurieg
83 would the Iand near the Little Saskatchewan,
On Mooday I weot northward some 18 miles
over loamy land, rather wet in some places, to
the house of John Btephenson, near the Riding
Mountains, and the day followicg I made a
jonrneying of some tight or nine miles on foot
alobg an old trail leadicg mcroms the mountains
towards the North-We:t. The mountains rise
very grsdually and are closely timbered with
poplar, o that I could not get a view out oo
the Big Plains towards the sonth, althongh the
altitude waa copeiderable. Tha jand hers is
pretty stony in some placex, bot is much better
than in many of the settlements not far from
Montreal.

AN USCOMYORTAEIE JOURXLY,

BIR,--While staying at the farm of Mr. John
Btephenson, south-east of the Riding Mouatains,
1 obsetved among his osttls two very fine grade
cown, which he said were Montanss that he had
boaght from a drover in the Spring of 1877 for

Une of them was only » calf st that time,
but now she is nearly as large as her mother, and
the amounnt of milk which I saw taken from
that heifer wonld surprise moat of the milkmen
arvund Montresl, very few ¢! whom own a more
valosble cow than Ar. Stepbenson's two-snd-a-
bali-year-old Montana. I have seen a number
of thess Montans cows in different parts
of the country, and with a few exceptions, they
were the best cows that I maw in the North-
West, yet certain newapaper writers, not far
from Montreal, have lately been blaming the
Mackenzie Government for sapplying

LY

MONTANA CATTLE

to the Indians, eeerwing fo forget the fact that
alargs pumber of the metilers in the North-
West would be thankinl*{o the present Govern-
ment, if they would only permit them to gt
Montans cows az they ured to do s couple of
Years ago, .

There are several loog parrow gravel ridges
ranning southward from oppoeite ths east end
of the Riding Mountajn. One of thess 11
called the

EEAUTIFUL FLAIN ;
but why it ahould be called s plain seems wtrangs,

and from ons hondred and hity to two hundeed
yards wide, with low wet land on esch side, es-
pecially towards the enst, which asems to be an
immense marsh“without a #ingle settler, on ebout
ane hundred square miles of country, Thers
are & number of streama running out from the
enat end of the Riding Mountaine which loee
their watersin this marsh, bot » fow miles fur.
ther eastward there waters gather into » little
river, which is again Joat in the big grass
marsh,

Ua the svening of Acgust 26th 1 rode sonth-
ward on the Beantifnl Piain ridge, for & distance
of sboot fifteen miies to the Government depot
8t the White AMud River. The land to-
#ards the West was more or less wooded, and
sithough ratber wet is all, or nearly all,
taken up by eettlers and others. Towards the
esst, altheugh there wers nomercos bluffs of
timber, yet most of the land ssemed to be cover-
«d with water and wild gram, where wild geese
fizd » convenient feeding place, some of which I
heard calling to their feliows, The land here
resms to be a esndy loam, ot nearly so rich =
the wet lands furiher east, nor so eanily drained,
The farm of Adam McKenzie, Eeq., anjoina the
Government Depot at tha soth end of the Beau-
tiful Plaina, on which were about two hondred
sod sixty scres of graln, wheat and oats, moat
of it ic the stack, while two reaping machines
with about a dosen men were at work on the
standing grain. T belisve that more wheat was
grown on this {xrm during the past sesson than
waa grown In

TEE WHOLK CQUSTY OF HOCHELAGA,

and fully one-quarter the guuntity of cats, Ahe
following morning I started essiward across a
very wel country, some [nurteen miles to Glad-
stone, having passed cnly ooe bouss on the way.
The country bere fa pretty well timbered, avd an
there is a zradual decline towsrds the sest I
think it would not be difficult to drain
I observed in one placs where the cart
wheels had cot through tha sod, thst the
running water had formed » pretiy large
ditch, carrying the fine eand and depodting e
in the next elvoph whers it helped to fmprove
the road. While passicg along hers [ et a
cayote on the road, bat he obligingly gate me
the whole way. and goicg aside s short distance
he stcod glowering at me, ba as I torned towards
him be moved cff, and Statt seeming Yery up-
willing to foliow him up, I turoed toward Glad-
stone again, sod sfier cromley 2 number of wat
elought reached that village a little after one
o'cdock po.

Before leaving Winnipeg T directed the Post
Office aathoritiew there to forward oy lstters
and papers to Gladitons. as thst waa the fur
thert west tin the North-West whers they
bad & weekly mall I bad pow been & mocth
rith_m:tgtﬁngnny letters from bome and was
getticg homesick and qoits fidpety, although
otherwise in much better bealth than when I laft
Wicnipeg, but I waa promideg myvell a ki

{fesat -acd & day's rest when | woald
Gisdetone. It would be dificnlt, at lesst foe
re, to 1 my dsappdctment
when culilng at Post Office, %o find
that thers waa nothing for me  In msomce
o!ﬂnbou-e-hml!mdmowpianl
the Wirszss and other papers, from which
Ilearned s mething abeat what fad been done

st it is & narrow ridge sbout eighicen miles loog

o the eastern world lately, bot even (ks pews

" miles through mud sand water, varying in dogﬁx{i
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seemod foaipld while I was gnabls to hear from
my family. de at once despatched » postal card
to the Wirnipeg postmaster, directing him to
forward to Portage in Prairie sll letters ard
directed to David Currle, which might be
E: the Winnipeg poatucefgee ;Lbutthn reascnable
uest was not comp i
"?Ja the morning of Anguat 28th, I proceeded
from Gladstone for mors than two
miles, to the barders of the ** Big Gram” where
I got a good view cf this .

MORPTER MEADOW

with jta reemingly onlimited mopply of uncut
hay. I.!thfsmaZlh conld be ed “{a rather
difficalt job) it would produce moré hay than
oould be grown on ope-third of the State of
Kansax, Turping southward I came to the trail
between Westbourne and Gladstone, but foond
jt to be “a hard rcad to travel,” especially for
o BT e S5
my foet
rode ovir lyllnughl aad wet places, althongh often
travelling considerable distances on foot when
the roads wers good, After ridieg for saveral

from foar to twenty-four inches, Btutt stam

and fell while going throuch coe of the womst
apots, which compelled me to dismount in water
and wod knee deep. throagh which T had to walk
until érierground was reschad at Woodside, Here
I croesed on a ferry to the north side of White
Mud Ricer, which Is at this place a prelty large
stream of black water, about righty feet wide
and firs or six feet desp (a bridge hax been built
here since I paswed), Thers are a number of

river hers, but thers is nof :&u@&ﬁlmd dry
b for table cropping BEASOD ;

ﬁﬁgmk ing and dairying can be carried on

ply and sxtensively,

. Afew

§

RiSY YREOM WOODSIDE

there are very besutiful plains of akal land (T
bave brought with me to Montreal some of the
surface aliali taken from this plain). There ia
a2 milt here from the water of
which aalt been made ; but there
was too moch forelgm matter in It to

it of its being wmed for domestic purposes,
mthhpoint 1 went some seven or eight miles
-esat tn Totogan, rear the mouth of the
Mod River. For abont half the distance
led sevomm wet meadow land, with the
half way up o wy knees and the
my walst. Thers are no settlers here
is reached, the land being & half-
I was hurrying to reach Toto-
and walkipg throngh so much
the loss of more or less

¥

pritiaiiea
A
1
gi
!
;a
g

dver and was ferried over jost
tup::‘thl only botel in the
gambling were being
mﬂhdw{;‘.usnumbn of workmen
‘l{)h:nn.l at that time, bullding a mill
had sopper  befors
rasching here (oocked and ate ca the prairle in
the ovenal faahion) I bobbled Stuté ard turned
sim oat to look for his supper, while I waa shown
to sa wo garres foroished with half &

i
. H,a.‘ %
i
:

N
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Intended that T should reat my weary body
doricg  the night, The bed-clothes con-
;hud _&! a oom; Binen tick dﬁllcd with
opg wild graes, gnite compact snd b and
rotgzdzd in the nﬁddlo like & camel’s b:;:l: At
cue end of this there was a pillow, and sbove all
waa spresd s douhle blanket, withont sheet or
connterpans, or any other luxuries or conve-
niences, 8o “emential to comfortable lodgings in
the eastern provinces. By s good dexl of labor I
Asttened

TER HUMP IN THN BRD TICK -

considerably, but not sufficlently to allow of my
sJeeping without rolling to one slde on the rather
sbarp surface of the aldeboard of the bedatesd.
Towards midnight roms ten or twslvs work-
men, who had bsen carcusing in the bar-room
below, camme up-staira and took pomseesion of
the other beds, but it was some time befors
they got quiot emough to allow of my aleeping.
The following morning we got for breakfast,
boiled potatoes and fried salt pork with bread
and tes and some stowed pnmpkins, As the
pork waa too fat to acree with toy stomach, sand
the braad was rpoiled and burnt in the baking,
and thers being no butter to amist in making it
palatable, I had to break{ast on the potatoes and
prwpkina,  Our landlord in apologizing for the
sbesnoe of butter from the table, stated that ha
could n>t get any to purchase in the neighbor.
bood, but this I afterwards found was not tha
case, as the next naighbor told me that only two
days before he tried to sell a tub of butter to the
hotel-keeper, but that gentleman would not poe-
chase it as the price aaked was not much leas
than could be got for the butter at the Portage,
When I came to settls for my bed and break.
fast, T had to pay tweaty-five centa for the for-
mer and forty cents for the latter, which I
grudged more than any board bill that I paid in
the North-West ; for although I had formerly
peid as much for & meal, they were both paln-
table and wholesome. I oy say hers that in
no place weat of Manitobs was I charged more
than twenty-five cents for a meal, although pro-
vix{ons were much dearer than in Manitoba, -

LAKE MANITOEA AND ITS YUTTRE—FEYE PLANT:
IEG—POBTAL 1KCOXYENIKNQREA,

Tha villsge of Totogan is situsted on m tongus
of land extsnding betwesn the White Mnd River
snd Lake Manitobs, which is some five or aix
feet in the highest mt abors ths ordinary level
of the water in the laka. It is probable that in
tims this place may be of conmderable import-
anceo as It seems to ba

THE ONLY GOOD HAREOR

-| on the south end of the lake. TLake Manitoba

itael! seecs to bo & kind of over-grown pond,
with the water not over six foet deep on more
than half of its ares, whils fn but a very amall
portion it is more than fifteen feet deep. As the
surface of the lake Is abott forty feet higher than
Laks Winnipeg, the draining of its watars Into
the latter would be a comparatively sasy matter,
and I beliave that many of the present inhabit-
ants of Manitoba will live to ase the [ake from
which their provinos takes its name, reduced to
very limited size, or perhapm entirely trans-

Antshed
d. zvx bedn, In cre of which the landioed kindly

forezed, along with the extansive mambhes which
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turround it, luto Jarge grain and pasinre fields
and e xtensive weadow lauds.
Un the morning of Aognst 20 I set ont from
Tovogan to try and get a view of the Iske (which
on s forer occanion I hed unsnecessfully tried
to do), and after traveliing sbout m mile towards
the porthesst, I reached & tarm houmss on the
borders of the maeshy land, Being still & mile
from the open water of the lake, and the inter-
Tening spuce being covered with a rank growth
" of wild gcass, reeds and rushes, with more or [ess
water, I slmost gave up Lopes of sesing the lake
at all ; but, xfter thiuﬁing what was best to be
done, [ obtwined permission of tha farmer to
sllsw me to climb opon the roof of his houss,
from which, aided by my glaes, I got

A FAIR VIZW OF LAEKE MANTTOBA.

After this I turned up along the mouth-cast
banks of the Whits Mud River to Westbourne,
parslng numearoms farms on which considerable
grain had been sown ; but the blackbirds asemed
to get the greater part of the geain hers, indeed
in some fieids they took all the grain and left the
straw to the farmers. I have setns good many
blackbirdas in thin country and also in the Ottawa
district, but I never saw such wholeeals damage
dene by birds of any kind or color as was done
on the farms on the banks of the White Muad
River between the Blg Grass and Laka Manitoba,
where the josy of grain by the blackbirds was
fully filty per cent. the past sesson. I may re-
mark here that the blackbirds in the North-
Went are rather variegated, haviog often white,
yellow, orange and red heads and wings, some
of them strongly resembling the “‘reci headed”
woodpeckers of the OGttawa region, This
County of Weetbourne is a splendid place for
stock-raising and dairying, but is too wet and
the blackbirds are too numercus for smecessful
grain-raising.  Thiz place wes first settled by
Englith-speaking natives, but a good many cf
them have sld oot their farms to Cansdisns
snd have gore to push their fortunes elsewhere.
Among the recently arrived faurmers ia 2 Mont
real merchaot, who has Introduced drain digging
snd in being followed by some of hir neighbors.

After going ap along the south-east banks of
the river ceveral miles past the villisge of West.
bourne, and seeing po dry road acroes the large
marsh which oocupies nearly the whole dia—
tares B0 Bat Creek, I turned back and the
next day crossed that stream, near its june-
{ion with the White Mud Kiver, a fow miles
from Totogan, avd timvelled sbout tweaty
mmiles sonth-east to the thickly settled country
near Portage 1a Prairls, passing very fow boases
for over half the distance It beipg Baturday
evecing, and having learoed that Rsd River
fever was very prevalent at the Portage, I pre-
ferred to npend Sunday with the {armers & [ew
miles out from the village, but even bers I soon
found that the fever was more prevalent than I
bad srer koown it to bs ia & country
Hl!::l}ng formerly h.u% » vevers attack of fever
» & young man, I scarcely anticipated an
danger of another attack, but{h.lnhing pnﬂmo:
the haet kind of valor, I kept mway as mtch as
pessible from tha housss whers the

FEVER-STEICKEN FATIENTH

were residing ; but on some cocasions, so snxioos
are peopls in this ecuntry to prevent the

orF Rusrticus.

of the presence of fever until after T had remain-
e 1in the homte snd dined, or perhaps slept over
night in it. I had heard mors or less sbont
fevers prevafling before I left Wianipeg, but kept
from writing about it lest my family shonld b=
comé anrions for my safety, I believe that
roore than tweoty per cent of the people living
in the vicinity of Portage la Prairis bad
fever last summer—the dizease prevailing chief:
ly nmong those Iately arrived in the coun

and numerons deaths took place, whils the fogqr
village doctors were kept busy sttendingon the
sick, In conversation with oue of thess doctors,
ho ntated that the fever arose entirely from pre-
ventable eauses, such s water lodged in the cel-
lars, wells cribbed up with tim instaad of
stone or brick, and the large amonnt of stagnaat
water in the sloughs,

While wafting for the msil to srrive frun
Wintipeg, I visited numerous large fields of re-
markabiy fine grain, and witnessed the various
operations of harvesting, such as reaping, bind.
ing and stacking. Bome of the reaping machines
bonnd the grain with wirs as fast s it was et
bot the greater number cnly cnt the grain, jear.
ing it to be bound by haod, which required a
Iatgs force of laborers, nuany of them being Bioux
Ingisns, male and female, I was ioformed that,
wote it not for thers

BIOUX HARVERTERS'

the immense crops around the Partage conld eot
hava been gathered in the proper sawson, cwing
to the prevalencs of fever among the white folk,
I also visited the farm of Mr., Thomas Bcis-
eiona, near the Portage, and was ahown hia ~

. TERR-PLANTATION,

which ia by lar the most extepaive of the kind
in this e_cmn?. This plantation is in the form
of & eapital with the cpening, in which ara
the buildings and garden, being towards the
south, There are over firs acres already plant-
ed with trees, east, west and north of the
buiidings, and althongh the seeds of the oldext
trees were sown in the spring of 1873, mome of
them were over twelvs fest high and two and a
halt inches in dimneter near the ground, and
already form & cotnplets shelter from the winds,
besides being both orosmental sod nseful. Tt
ix strange that Mr, Sclmions hsa not sy
mors followers fn the tree-plantiog bosfnes
Mr, Scisions laleed his process ax follows :
The . was firet broken in 1871, and
the fol tﬁ:gt{:arampof!‘niu was raived

from it. Ia spring of 1873 & pertion of
the land was carvtally ploughed snd harrow

of any i.nfctm,ntion‘ sboat fevers, I did not

. hape there might be some letters for me which
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plantation will become an extensive sogar bush
and :l.:f mber alona will be worth from $50 to
100 sare for firewood, L
¥ Ik ;p’e‘r. alter dark on the aveniog of Monday,
Bept. 1st, when the mail from Winaipeg reached
Portage Prairie, when s good many others sa
well an myself went to the Eont oi%oowh!n
wa walted for abont $wo Ooun while the
n

my .
ing for latters or papers I was told that
thers were nong for ms, which hit of infor-
mation did not belp me to aleep better during
the rest of the night. On the following morniag
I sgsin visited the post office, hoping that per-

tha postmaster on the pravious svening had over-
looked In his hurry, but waa again doomed to dis-
appointment. I soarcely knew what to do,brat as
a journey to Winnipse and back woald requirs
my travelling over 140 miles of road, with
which I was already toc well acquainted,
1 ooncluded mot to go there, but wrote
several Istterw to B one of which wax di-
rected to the Rev, Mr, , of Winoipeg,
sldng bim to oblige me viziting the Fu-t-
offics authoritisa and see they would for-
ward my letters and papers to Alexandris
post-ffice on the Pembina Mountains, which
weuld be the next post office in my proposed
roats of travel, Three weels after when
I visited Alexandris past office, I got the greater
part of the papere sent to me apd also two
terad letters and one letter from my family ; but
all the other letters had gone to parta nnknswn,
and T have not been able to get on their track
sincy,

TAVERS—OPBOSSING 4 TFTERRT—TOLIOWIRG AN
OLD THAIL,

On the aftarncon of Beptember 2ud, I Isft the
besatiful district of Po s Prairie, going
south-west alovg the cld teial the
Awdgiboine. Aftar going abont two I
resched the sand hills, aad heard no mere abont
fevers for nearly four weeks, when I agsin found
traces, of them on the low lande esst of the
Pembinn Mountainn, I may say hees that T
have not heard of any cases of Fed River fever
west of the Pembins Mountaine and the Sand
Hills ranges, which ron fa & north-west direction
from fifty to ove hundred miles west from the
Rad Rirer. I bavre po doubt thers will be
caaos of ferer in sotos parta of the country west
of Manitobs, as there srs In many places by far

stagnant water In lakes snd pouds
which have no vixible outlet ; but, the
whols country west of the sand hills, I be
Heve it to be ope of the most healthy on
the globe, and sped.dl{ favorable to soch
ez sre troubled with Iong oom ts or
ibeumatiym, » After shout miles
pmorx the Band Hills, w
wrall

woodsd,
Irixhman named Nlchol, and pat up here for the
might, a8 the wmext white settler was fourteen
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neglected appearance, and moet of the Indinos
l;smed abeent {I waa told they were helping at
harvest work), ) .
Towards noon I remched Fortney's ferry and
was considerably disappolnted to God it consisted
of only & roogh canos-like scow, capable of carry-
ing over only four or five persone at most. Omne
of the settlers on the Cypress River, who chanced
to be traveiling along with me, told me that all
the settl in that section had to take their
teams, carts, waggons, furniture, farm imple-
ments, snd visions across ths Aminibolpe
by means of this Httla scow. A waggon
or cark In always taken to pieces and cor-
voyedl scroms the river in fragments, and
the mama Drocess is gone thromgh with' the
load, sftar which the teams are compelled to
wwim across after the boat, for which privilegs
they are chargsd twenty-hve cents per head.
Soma londed waggonshave cost near two dollam
fare for this inconvenlent mode of croming, and
this men Fortney pas been known to roake as
much as ten dollars in one day with his little
scow, which counld not be sold in Montreal for
mors than four dollars. I had to unasddle Statt
and drive him fato the river, while I, still hold-
ing the bridle took(pﬂnouion of the only seat {n
the craft, and my fellow traveller got down on
his knoeen in

THR TOTTELIAE COECKEN

whils Mr, F stood o ‘the stein to paddle
us all acroms. le the water was deep
eqongh for Btutt to swim in, he wasn for going
much faster than the scow, and amlsted to drag
it ahend, but after gofng abont one hnodred feet
ha took boltom, and for the rest of the distance
tke water was from three to four feet deep,
throogh which he walked mach aiower than if
rwimming, » 7

My companion and myself had each to'pay
twenty-five cents for the kind of sccomodations
we received and I had to pay another twenty-
five centa for Stutt, althoogh he had to swim and
wade the whole #ay, I wasinformed that thers
s & largms scow eapable of taking a loaded team,
being built at a place abont four miles above this
point po that this specien of robbery will not be
continned another fewmon.

Although the banks of the river are h
mors than ove hundred feet high, yet a -
very short distance south trom the river
the Iand is very wel, with the wa.ber-she&
in the direction of the Boyne river, which i
bere about five miles distant towarda the sonth.
This wet land fs chiefly vovered with a th of
willows, with occasional bluffs of poplar, The
trail soothward to the Boyne I found to be still
very wet in some places, and from appearances
this muost have been & hard for rather soft) road
to travel in the early part of the season, The
land oa

THE BANER OF THR BOYNE

{which sre hers some twenty feet high) is
of good quality, and i all taken mp s+ far
vouth mx the rangs of Tiger Hills, which are
distsnt from ooe to three miles south-esat

furtber om. The next I aguin
s il e
TS
fwthulmt,sndmmlhelndjm
to
A TRIER QALLED BUNGLTR,
§ brsach of the Oreen. I s zrood many

bt thees bad »

soowen with gardens
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hundred and fifty persons have taken up land
Lere, the settlement sxtending for » distance of
about twenty-five miles from the middle of town-
ahip eight, range eight west, to beyond the boun-
dary of the Provinos In township seven, range
thirteen weat. Although there was a largs adult
Protestant populstion here nearly all summmer,
et the only person who had ever presched
Zn this district belonged to the Montreal Wrr-
x188. The Jand hers is moatly a desp sandy
loam, resting chicfly on & subsoil of sand, bat in
some places there is clay. A miduabl:ofor-
tion of this Jand ix very fertils, and will' produce
88 heavy cropa sa_are grown bear the Portage.
One of the nighta I spent In this settlement was
i a tent with two young men from Moot
"who bave each taken up half  section of land ; and
although they have had conriderable difficulty in
moving in here, they have gained counsiderable
in weight sioce leaving Montreal, ~ This settle.
ment is fn & kind of valley from five to eight
wiles wide, with the Tiger Hills on one side and
the Hacd Hills on the other, and wi'l be a
splendid place for etock-rairing mnd dairying, as
the cattle wili have ample pasture ranges for
mAny years to comeo amony the hillsoh each aide,
When I reached the Cypress River, near the
north border of township seven, range twelve
west, I found it to be a moderataly sized stream
runcing o & valley soma 70 or B0 feet deep;
bat about eight miles further towards the south-
weat at the bend the land on the banks {5 guite
low, and is lareely overfluwed when tha water in
the river is high. Being anxiows to reach the
eettlement nt Rock Lake before Suaday I en-
qnired of several of the most western pettlers if
they krew of any trsil in that direction, bot
could get nofnformation abont the twenty-five
or thirty miles of interveniog country. I could
#ce _across  the larwe mamshy track tha
Tiger Hills rise in fantastic' shapes same
eight or olne miles istant, but none of the peo-
ple hers had as yet mansged to croes the low
lands which intervened. 1 was tald that thers
was an old trail ranning westward along the foot
of the Sand Iills, north.-west from the pettla.
thent, but no perron knew whers it led to, Qa
Baturday, 6:h September, I started weat along
this trail until past the sarveyed lands, or into

» long, parrow manh, close £ the foot of the
Tiger Hilla, This msrah swarmed with docks,
which fonnd s large field for sport and feed
smang the tall reeds, I went a conriderable
way along the north border of the manh,
hopiog %0 reach some plece  whera T
oonld croey over to the kills which looked
1o temptingly near, but my eforts in thia
direotion were vafn and I had to retarn back to
within & fow foet of the west bend of tha
Cyprus River, at the dividing line between
townshipe seven and eight, in rangs thirteen, be-
fors I found Iand dry envugh to eross cver to the
bigh lands towards thesouth, The creek which
here comes ont from the T4
with the Cyprees River, and about a mile wost
from it empten into this long marsh snd the
water lows westward ustil beyond the sarveyed
landa, whers it again saumes tha creek form and

tien of hay grow in the vicinity of thess marshes
which will st some future Lit:{ne werve to feed in
the winter time the immense flock. which will
find splendid pasture lapde arsong the adjacent
hills In summer, _About four o’clock i the after-
Boon I croared the nameless creek at the foot of
the Tiger Hitls and started south amorg ths
hills, whers I found the Iand to be of fair quality,
altheugh rather broken, There was alro & con-
siderable quaatity of oak scrubb, xnd 2 good
many blufis of poplar timber. T camped for the
night a¢ & little stream near the centre of Town-
saip ﬂre,vmge thirteen, and went to alesp Inlled
by the mid-night carols of the prairie wolves,

FOMENCLATURI—THE COUNTEY OF THE Lirys-.
THE BOUTH WEST LIMIT.

On the morting of September 9:h I I.ft
my camplog groond among the Tiger Hilla,
sad, after travelling south ashort distsnes carne
to a beautiful stream of clear,sweet water,ranning
esstward In & vyalley about twenty fert deep,
This is abont the centre of towrahip 5, ™oge
13, weet, and would be

BEAUTIFUL FLACE FORE A BETTILENINY,

township reven, range fifteen west, but finding | the eange of hilla D”ﬂi sarrounding it on the

that it continued to lead directly west, and it | torth and cast xids,

a large open prairie to-

being Saturday afternoon, I did not cars to con- | #ards the south and west., The sl is of excel.

tinne my txpleraticzs into

AR U¥ENQWXN COTBTRY

tent qnaﬁg, altheugh not nearly »o deep as near
the Hed Kiver ; but the water is deliclous, and
there {v plenty of snall imber. From this creek

south to the alkaline jakes the land Is an o

on Soodsy, Still, wanting to see all there wan to | lightly rolling pralrie, with timbered hilhpetzi
. be zeen, I climbed to the top of the highest eand | wards the sast, north and south, bot west and
hill to view the country and was ratber sur- | northwest there if a0 exteoaive open praftie,
prrized to see the valley of the Aminfbolne & little | Some of the so-called alksline fabes sre very
over amiie to the north, whils south of me thers | beautifal, with timbersd banks azd flacks of
waa & cooalderabla extent of level land, which | wild geess Jeeding on the abere— I counted
turned into av extensive marsh near the foot of | twenty-ssven in ome flock, Bouth of the
the Tirer Hills, which seemed to extend about | lakes  the country again  becomes  hilly,
fourteen or fifteen mifes further towards the | and covered with scrub osk and ponlar,
south west, and then abroptly ik down owt of | After vainly trying for m.srl{ a0 bour to forpe

wght, at what I siterwards found $o bs the north | my way through the scrub,

weat point of Pelican Lake, Iretarned to theset- | turn westward and skirt the border of the pral-
tiement near the Cypre sriver, and spent the next ) rie land which gradually toroed acuthward
day (Sanday) with them, and on Mooday morning | towsrda the north-west end of BockLaks, When

started sonih-west, steering
Stuti's nosee, Lo find & track acroes the manh in

by my own and | within a littls more than a mils from the lakae,

the direction of Bock Lake, By an error In the | south-sart acros the timbered hills, This trajl
Government maps I was led to go further west wai & moat weloome wght bo me, s 1 did pot

than Ishould, and came ko the notthern edge of | know that thern were any tettlery north of Rock

flows north Into the Assinibolns. Large quanti--
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. took thix trail oroming the hills which
g;;,l well timbered, and the Innd Is of excel-
lent ity. Insomecf the more open places,
there are lovely farm sites, and I am wure that
hardy varleties of .

+ APFLE TELES

would do well hers. After Jesa than an hour’s
rideI came ta a large open with serveral
hots and tents In view. The soil in this plain ia
different {rom any I had yet seen In this
country, being a biack to & depth of aboat
peath which thers Is » bed of

E

Chateangtay County
who came from near Montreal). :

ths svening I went down to see
Lake and tound the water in it to be very shallow
and muddy from the action of the wind and
waves on the clayey bottom and sides  The
banks are nearly precipitions and sbout two
hundred feet high and well wooded with s lange
growth of timber, sach as oak, Balm of G
poplar and ath, There aze alsc numercos besntil
springs flowing out from the banks, The following
momEngI set ont for the Turtle Mowntains, g&l:ﬁ
about Bve miles north-west, back along the trai
I had ‘come on the previvos day—w il

]
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Swan Laks, 5 miles long, 1 mile wide,
Goowe Lake, 7 do, 1 do
Bnipe Laks,1  do, 1 do
Duck Lake,1 do, 1  do_
Pelican Jake, 15 do, 1 do
Crane Laks, 13do, 6 do
All thema lakea, excopt the last, are stosted
In a valley about feet below the surronnding

me by stating that the Isst man whomﬁ:
to reach s Mounts by this route had
his way, and after wandering about for soms
time mmnaged to back to Palican Laks,
baviag in the meantime loat ali desirs to go fur-
ther westward.,  After descending the steep
banks of the valley hare and cromiog the alog-
gish siream of bitter water which issues out of
Pelican Lake.—the waler in thislake is 3o bad
that fish wou't or can’t live in it— I ascanded the
it bank just above the mouth of the Lit-
e Pembina, which is a considerable stream
coming in from the west in a large gully. I
bere foun d traces of surreyors’ work in ronning
the llne between townahips -three and four in

1| range fifteen, and going west along their teail

for pesrly a mile cams to the corner poat
of thess towuoships and those immedistely
adjoining them In vange sizteen wost
This post stands sbont a mils  ecuth
from Pelican Lakes. and about 200 yards north
from the Little Pembina River. 1 followed
this line weaterly for seven or eight miles mors ;
and during the first three or four miles of this
roats travelled over good iand, but the Iatter
half, was over s good deal of dry, arid, gravelly
hills of moderate altitade, with fair soil iri tha
lower places, -

From the top of one of these elevations I got
the first xight of Fartle Mounts, I{nin‘ﬁ.: littls
west of nouth. I turned Stuti's head direc~
tion, and roon crossed a comaiderabls creek, a
hranch of the Little Pambina, After
and eating ‘my dinner in the usual fashion,
procesded scuthward over an extepsive tract of
exosllent land which ls ressly level, with vocs- -
sdonal ponds swarming with ducks. L alsosawn
good many sandhiil cranes, both gray and white,
Thess latter are

HOBLE-LOOKING BIRDM, )
and stand between four and five feet high, and
at & distance remind you of the processions of

. | white robed girls which may be seen in Montreal

mlnthe:gring. When T would come too
near t.hu:a:, ﬂyey wonld spread their immense
wings an away, utiering » lovd «lt
which seems to be half-way between that

» gander and gobbler, and sounds
lixe *' kat-sr-hone™ the empheasis n
the Ilest wyllable. When within thres o

four milss from Turtle Moonts the land got
maore rolling, some of the knolls being rather
-t:;{:withtho 1oil Dot wo good aa it is further
n Abeut two miles from the Mounts there
in n good deal of low alkali land, but near the
timher the Iand 1 .ﬁhuy roling and dry
snough, but has not deep soil as In Mani-
tobe—yet it J;rodnoul wood =ropa at pressnt, und
is an good, if mot better, than the average moil
nlong the morth shore of Lake Ontarlo, A
French-Oansdisn named Laplerre har lived
hears for the past five years, and has considersbls
lsnd under cultivation and keeps a store to sup-_
ply goods to the Indiam at exorbitant pricea
I am told that be sometimes gives his customers
"fire-water,” but the North-Westarn Police

$400, This man cornes from Ottaws, whers be
formecly kept s hotel, I stayed that night at
the houes of Mr,

The tollowing on
journey, I got nllthoﬂ” c:mtbn{! rﬁ
the Turtle Mounts, .

mn y sl conoled



“TTinora we travelled over o rolliog peairle and
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travel much, baot shot hall & dozen ducks fo the
pumerons poncs which abound bers. The next
marning (3aturdsy, September 13} I was snxioo
to viait s very large lake, distant some 18 or 20
miles towards the north-west, which some of the
settlern said. wan nestly a8 laige sa 1mke Maoi-
tobs, but alhough some of theme had seer part
of it in the distance, uooe of them had ever
reached ftsshores. It is called White Water
lake, from tha white or rather aky-blue appear-
noce of the water in the lake when sten from a
distance, Aa Mr, Scott wished to sccompany
me, we borrwed au old cart sod shagnappi har-
nete from Mr, Laplerrs, and after considerable
tronble managed to bresk in Stutt sufficlently
to draw the riz, and eo started on our jourmey,
bt could teavel no feater than w walk for fear
of wreckiog both eart and harneas. We also took
two guos with us, bul as we expected to return
that night, we did oot take as muoch provisions
with us sy we onght After travelliog about
fourtean tuiles we pot melzht of the lake, atill
discant abont ten miles and probably four hun-
dred feet lower than we then were. For two hours

when aboot four miles {rom the lake came to s
rteep descent to what wan evidently at onefi time
the border of the lake, which has since retreated
reveral miles over & gravelly plain, From the
highest point here I got a yood view ol the
lake with my glassa and conld distinctly

" trace fta border all round, although with the
raked eye it ssemed to be boundless towards the
west. Thers is not s busk or trve to be soen
within ssveral miles of this remarkable lake, ex-
cept on sn Ialand pear the north shore. The
greater part of the eastern end sseran to be very
shallow, ax btillrushes conid be seen growing in
places here and thers, T think that this lake is
about thirteen or fourteen miles long, and from
five to aiz miles wide, snd frotn the north-
esrt end thers extends a long, msrshy track,
which, I believe, to_be its outlet Into
the head of Pelican Iake. When we got
down to the low land we almost lost sight of the
lake, and after travelling for about sn bour over
dry, gravelly, poor land, we came to the borders
of the marshy lsnd, yet wers & long dlstance
from the open water, A# the sun was near pet-
ticg we had to give up all hopes of getting near-
er the lake, and returned sbout three miles to
whers we saw a bluff of timber in a gully, where
we camped for the night, feeog rather cheap
that we conld not continne our explorations on
the following day, it being Sunday,

UXOOMTORTABLE WEATHER —00AL PROSFECTS —a
MODEL POSTMARTIE — THS LAFD IN THX
FIMBINL MOUMTALY RIGION- THE MINNON-
ITES,

. On Buodsy morning, Bspt. 14t4, we'rose from
our prairie bed not much refreshed by the broken

ot the previous night A oold wind blew 1%“

ths whole pight and as we bad no bed-
clothes, we were rather 100 cold to sleep soundly,
We bad still sufficient providons left for s good
which we ate with u set, littls known
to dyspeptio peopls in the Essters Provicoes,
then started on our § homward, sad
aboat mo’dﬂmm & surveying
p:z-anmmp.d st & small lake near the
"

weat, There we refrahed cursslver with an ex-
cellent dinper of bread and tes, with pork and
beans, which was kindly given to us by the sur.
veyorn, who all seem to be & very hospitable jot
of men. The surveyor himerl!, Mr. Closts,
was abeent, but that made no diffarence so far sx
the food was conotrned Wa resched Mr.
Young’s house in the evening and found thers
aa English miner named Norton, who bai just
retarned from exsmining the coal fields on the
Buurie. He sbowed us specimens of the coal
found on the surfsce thers, and spoke verv
hopefnlly of i

THRE COAL PROSFEOTS

in that vicinity, bot wished us to nol

about it until employers counld gm’v lthi:i:lg
tie to the land where the coal albounds. To
my unpracticed eye, the coal seemed to be rather
light colored and dull Jovking, like mome of the
inferior coal brought from Naors SBeotis, but Mr.,
Norton #aid that while camplng at the Souris
he piled a lot of the sarface ooal on his eamp- firs in

on it the followlng morning withoot the addition
of any mors fusk.

The following momivg {Monday) I had In.
tended to wisrt east aloog with Mr, Norton, bat
8tutt {(who had for rome time past been tatght
t0 observe tha Babbath day ma a dsy of rest)
entered his silent perotest sgainat the vioma
day’s dolng sod alonk off with h.imldf‘;nring
the night, and we did not find him gotil neon
of the following Thursday. Whils sssrching for
Btatt T had ample opportunities for observing
the face of the country here, wome of my jquroeys
extending ints Dakota. The land on the Turtle
Moucts is of better quality than prevails geoe-

though there waa » conuddersbla fru-tduﬂngtha;
night. A gocd dea! of the Iand about Badger
Creek(In townshipe 1 and 2 pear the dividiog lin-s
between ranges 14 nod 15 wwst) hae already

taken up, asd considerabls d with
preparstons for o seversl m.,' Tha
next day at efeven o I the Cypress

weat carner of townabip oue, range twenty,

- Clty, to which place I returned in the afterrcoa

. Bmerson ob the firét of lsst April. I was con-

the evening and was abls to cook his breakfast

“‘only a fow scres ploughed and perhaps a atock

* eountry, bsve s large sres of land cultivated,
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fow feet of clay mbove It in many places, The
sarface soil B .
18 A RIOH LOAM

and will prodace excellent cropain dlmalm.m:.
bat T fesr thet the crops will be light in seasons
of drought. Suvday Bept 2Lst 1 epent in tha
Palaley settlement four miles eant from Crystal

to attond relimons services held by Rev, Mr.
Gresnway. Bible Chrst an A {vister, s brother
of Mr, Thomss Urecuway, ex-M.P P, for
Huroe, Ont, ssd now w member of the Pro-
vincial Parlisment of Manftoba. At this plsce
T met with several people whoes acqualntince I
bad finnt made while helpln& them to take their
rffects mcross the ice on the Bed Hiver near

siderably surprised to see a0 little progress made
by thess people duripg the past sumnter althongh
they reemed to be well anpplied with teame and
farmiog implements, Y don’t think that the
amount plonghed would aversge over

FITH ACRRS TCO EACH FAMILY,

Bomo few had put fo s little erop om their
plooghing, aed I think there were four or five
wooden houses within sight of the trailin a dis-
tance of bear forty miles between Badeer Creek
and Pembioa Crossing, yet most of this land
hax been takenup and a good many mud hots
havs besn constrneted on the homestaads ; still ¥
believs that over half of the homestonds ‘md., at
the time of my viait, nelther buildiogy ot crops,

or two of Lay erected on them, Exeept
at the B:J::;h:;d press Creek | saw no tim-
ber, por even bush pear the Trom Tuortle
Mouantaln to Psmbins Crossing, s distance of
near seventy miles, EBasrdy in the spring, jost
after 1 firet arrived in Winnipeg, I went to the
hospital there snd found one of the patients,
named Johnston Fenton, from sesr Ottaws wuffer-
frg with his foet, which he got badly frozen while
traveliing from. Turtle Mountsin to Pembins
Crossing about the middle of Jast March, at
which date there were po houses to be met with
for the whole distance, Fastward from Pembios
Crosaing there are a good many bluffs of tim-
ber scattéred bere and there until the Manitoba
settlement In renched, at the esstern basa of the
Pembins Mountaine, This countryfa |

=
A MOBY DEAIRARBLE FLLOE

to Hre in, with very fertile sofl and bracing mogm-
taln air, with plenty of good water and wood,
snd is mors densely settled than slmost any
other of the new vettlements in Manitoba, The
armers bern also seem to bay very prosperous,
and, slthoogh only from two to Jour years In the

-

nd moet cf them have good comfortable dwell-
ing houses srected. On the vight of mber
16, I »to st the bonre of Mr. John [
won, of Alexardris, who has Xept the post office
tiers for saveral years, but lsat fall it has been
recooved to m oouniry stors abont a mils west.
lﬁpnn to be a rery Gre mac,
sod one ol 1ke few postmaaters in this
vince who has had po complaints oade at
Har Majmiys al-
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siderabls oxtent off the eastern alopes of tha
Pembins Mountaios., Bome of thess -

-
OAK QBOVES ARE EiING KILLED BY CATRARFILLAKS

and havs already killed many acres of excellent
oak timber. From Alexsndria I went sbout
four- miles momth-east to Mountain City, where
there are fout or five houses and a small saw and
grist mill.  From bers I went a littla north of
enat for three or four miles more to the Men-
vonite village of Waltine, where I atopped the
roat of that day and the fllowing night eojoy-
ing the hospitality of this alisr people and
learning & good deal about their babits, customa
and religloos opinions. The' reason why I
prefexred ledging with the Mennonites, when
thers were Koglish-speaking Canadiane liviag
within two miles of them, was, that I might
tnd out more about them, for thers seems to
be a sirange and onscconntable antipathy held
by many Cansdiane here ngaipat the Menno-
oiten, whom they blame for being slovenly
in their habits, althongh they cannot but
allow that they are honest, pesceabls and in-
dustricns. I had formerly viited the Menno-
vite villazes of Blomenhoff and SBtainbach, ia
the Rat River Settlement, near Clear Springa,
whers the people appeared to be

: MOBR TIDY IN YHEIIR HABITS

than most new Canadian settlers, but when
spesking to many Oansdiane sbout the neat
appoarance of thewe Mennonites snd their war-
roundings, they wovld apswer that the Mennc
niun amonz whom I had been wers the more
wealthy ones, bat it I would go foto some of the
poorer villages, T woold fod things different.
Consequently, I'visit2d Waltine, s it was ons of
the newest aad poorest villages, and I also found
the people hers both neat and cleanly. There
in one custom, however, which I think ths Man.
nonites would do well to abapdon, that is, the
ratber common - practice of boilding tha stable
sgainst the end of the dwelling house wo that a
perron can pasa ont of the kitchen into ths stable
without expoaiog bimeelf to the cold of wioter,
or the rain of the suromer. In »e cases [
found that the wells were sltvated In the end of
the stahle next to the kitchen, snd although it was
carefully boxed over, I fear that the water will
bacoms mors or lsss astorated with nowholesome
judces, The reason that they koeptheir wellsin tha
stable is for convenlence in watering their stock
in winter time, and also to prevent the wells
from freezing. I esw no plank floors in the

seemn to stand s grest deal wetting withont
forming & muddy ser I also exnmined their
ovens, or straw burnef, and had the process of
hestiog foily explained. Thess ovens (s pictore
of cne of them appeared in the Wrrsmes s few.
yuﬂagv;}t. are b.;m with .t?.dd;‘chm &:11:;
prooem of manufactoring these wan
explained and exhibitad), and form part of the
partition about the centrs of the house, (than
nf the partitions are alsc bailt of yun-dried brick
It requires the consomption of abont swo large
srmfiols of stzaw to heat the hotse properly tor
twelve bours In winter, The straw ic bronght
into ths kitchen and laid in & pile in froat of the

oven door, and ome of tha lit;le.folk, sr
women, Is et to put this straw 1ato the

which eat the ]loum; leaves s Tast ax they grow, o

houses in thia village, but the hard baked clay .
floors which ars kept well awept and clean, and”
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tvan fn bandfols where s imall wood fire

has been kindled, and so soon a5 ons handfal i
consumed another is put in it place, and thia
process continaes for sbout half an bhour, when
thewalls of the oven have bacoms so heated that
thay keep the whols temperatore of the house

WALM ENOUGH TC DO WITHOUT FUETHEE
ARATIRG

for twelve hours, when another ** firlog up™ takes
place, Hread, meat, poiators &c. are generally
cosked in the ovens during the time when the
firing is being dons,

I believe that thess ovens are seldom nsed ex-
cept in winter, when the houses requires extra
heat, and that common oooking stoves nre nsed in
summer time. As the stables are nearly all con-
nected with the housea by m door, they roceive »
good deal of heat from them In very oold weath-
er, The bens also, which inhabit the stables. 1ay

plenty of egge in cold weather, mnd the Meprion- | W

{tes derive m consldersble incetue from the Iarge
smount of eggs they sapply to Winnipeg, The
also make & good desl of the butter which
sold in that market, for they sre wids awake to
the grest sdvantage of stock raledng and dalry-
ing in the Northwert, )

%lusd intended to write about the religioma
beliets and customs of thees Mennonites, bus I
don’t think that many Canadians will follow
their axample in thia rezpect, so I nead not' spend
time aod psper over it

2

THE OFITES AND TEKIR VILLAGE—THYR PU-
TUBE UF THE KOETH-WEST AB A DalIRYIIHG
COUNTRY — BOYNE EIVER BSETTLEMANT — A
EMALL PRAINIE FIRE.

The honss fn which T stayed over ulght ia
‘Waltine belonged to s widow who with her
busband and children had comwe here from Russia
& Little more than two years age, but the good
man only lived & few weekw In his new home
when ha was removed by death.  As the family
wears 7ery poior, the oldest girl and the second
oldest boy were sent to hire out with the Ca~
aadisun,and by this means learned bo speak prebiy
good English, snd the young man seams to tiks
gulte nltﬂrl]{{ to varions English customs inelnd-
ing many of thelr slang phrases. I have been in-
{ormed that the elder Mennonites look with dis-
{aver on thelr younger bwethren atd sisters, for
hiring out with Cansdiana, apd means are
used to pravent it ws mnch as ible. The old
folk have a rather sad .xmﬁﬁt countenance,
but the young peopls are about a4 joliy and langh
as heartily as most other young f do. The
villages of Waltine and Sheindoff which I pamied
throurh on this occaxdon, conaist each of & very
wride street with about teig or eleven houses on

eazh family extends back to
tance, sccording to the worl

command of s ocenpant., As timber In vory
wcarce here, thepe are no fences except along on
onch gide of the stroet through the length of the
villags and ‘almo s xmall enclosore or in the
rear of esch house to keep the caktle In st nigh
and some of the gardens were also fenoed, In

re

g force at the | be

r Rusticus.

ALY, ON ONX AIDE OF THY WIDE BIREET,

and directly across the street there i » large
field fenced all around, and containing 320 acres
of tillage land, esch family owning an eqnal
shary in this field. In addition to this every
ove has more or lem cultivated land elsswhere,
whers it 15 most conventent, or the scil puitable,
amonntng to three or four bundred acres more,
The berdman of each village fa paid in various
ways When bhe has 5o Family he boards around
with his employer the way the country schoal-
muaster ased to do In Tower Canadse, s herd-
as at Bloominhoff being married had a free
house and tan acres of ploughed lani allotted to
h[m‘ and each man in the village gave bim two
days’ work, either in spricg or harvest Hme and
alsc amistsd to draw home his fuel in winter
time, Ia addition fto this he got one han-
dred dollars in  cash, which think was
ver{'.gond pay for alittle mors than five months’
ork. Every morning he psems through the
vﬂhg:ltnking each man's cattle from the yard
and driving them oot to the open prairls, whers
he keepa them from doing mischie! or strageling,
snd at evening ha returns all Lhese cattln £ their
differsnt ownsrs, esch of whom contribute %o the
pay and basrd of the herd in prepacation to the
number of cattle they own. On the following
morning s I lsft Waltine I passed thromgh their
herd about half & mile from the village, and
counted In all 127 head which incloded only thres
oxexn, the rest of the oxen being absent at work.
a{mm the " ::ﬂnumber were lom than
years AT 8 petoen
wers calves of last epring, f;z: Lﬁhpf’inlm
that theso Mennonites have not eaten rouch vesl
since coming to Manitoba, and in sddition have
bec.n&un:huing calves from Canadian settlers,
snd thos onduly raiudng the price of veal to the
people in Winnipeg. o Mennonites seem fully
alive to the asuperior sdrantages which thm
North-West possesses  for atock-raising and
dairying, but In their anxiety to get cattls they
heve apparently ovetlocked the advantsgs
of raising on]gl:.uper{or breeds, consequently thoir
stock resem very much the gemeral rum of
beaf-critters in the vince of Quoebec, There

was
MORE HAY BUERNT

by the ie fires luxt fall, on that low tract of
land lying north from the Mennonite settlement
to the Assinibotne, than would have sufficed to
feed, through the winter, every cow in ths whols
Dominion which ths milk suppliad to the
rarious cheess fuctories and cream s was taken
last samomer, and this i comperatively s very
rmall portion of the fertils land In the North-
West ; but until the hay grown oo this and the
other extendve gesdows in that conntry has
been nwl{ all ntE.sed_ the cost of fseding cattle
there, will be only a fraction of the ocost of
cattle feeding in the Eastern Provinces. The
oool nights and dryalr of the porth western
summers are very {svorabls for making superior
butier that will keep good loog, and I d not
surprised if, within & quarter of & century,
il sencly maonopotie B fovien babs g

Il Y ther a
of Britaln, When pessirg th:iogh Bheindoff I
taw 8 new steam thraahing machine wifich had

the village of Bloominheff, near Olsar Bprings,
the bouses (torie 18 or 19 ig all} are

the past season. From bere I went
some eight or nire mles north.west to Nel-

" aa T rodetowards the fira it seemed an exoesd-
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acmville ovit & very flat bat rich fsrming country. F‘d of {hs country on the slternoon of the fol-

is = comxiderable quantity of timber heve
Thes ];nh of meveral ue?h

from the Pembina Mouotalna, Nelsoaville
;u:thﬂ!tyhukingplm with s number of good
bulidings in it snd nomddmbhhﬂltﬂd&_ I
buildings erected in thix village
wete @OTe valuable than the total value of all

which 1 had last paseed, From Nelsonville 1
went n:&!h-aﬂ aboput fifteen miies to Fomroy on
Tobscoas Creek, nearly the whola distance being

e O
gm‘ rlg u-'in wren miles more to the Hoyne
River, where thero is

A PENTTY LiRGE AETTLEMNNT

Can some of whota have been here for
c:!m mt yesrs. This is » pretiy place
oving-hﬂ:ol-rgog‘rmoclo;k which sbound
on the banks of the stream. The Government
seem to have made a serious mistaks in permit-
ting #o much valuable timber to be appropristed
by s fow individuals who now charge exorbit-
ant rates for buildieg timber sald to the Inter
settlers o the open peairie, who have not a
wingla scre of burh land. I spent the
two followiog dsys {(Jatorday snd Bunday)
in the Boyne sittlement, and on the
afterncon of tic Intter day drove out some ter
miles routh-west along with Rew. W. A Rowss,
to ome of his prel-ch?ng stations mear the foot
of the Pembina raoge at Minmi Post Office (by
the way, post offices seemn to be rather thick in
this thinly settlod part of the coooftry ; in cther
hrzm'mdrmmthick!'r{:ﬁladpuh y hare no

officen st all). services wars hald in the

use of two young Hootch gemtlemen named
Riddle, who have lately taken op 9000 agres of
lmdinlbilﬁdnigmdh;vu-l‘hdedlo!m 1t
vigorourly. On Monday afternoon 1 started o
company with the llav. Mr. Ross to croas the
Iarge uninhabited tract of wet iand—aome twen
ty miten wide—lyiog between the Bayne Bettle:
mest sod the Beratching River st Mormit -
though thers had been no rain to signify for
nsarly two montha, yet we had to travel moross
two miles of watercovered mersh, th-

il jn which was 8o roft in many places that 1
preferred to walk through it on foot rather than
be guilty of sach groas cruelty to Stutt as to ride
on his Mr. Ross’ nag seemed to have all
it could do to draw the buckboard with Mr
Rres oo it through the inod aud water,
Ic was almcst dark befors we'gof acrost the
n=rsh and we were still ten miles from Morris,
buc ss Mr. Lowe's farm buildings oonld be sern
abosat  1e miles distant to the r!g‘ht of the trail,
T left be Rev, Mr. Rows to oontinos his journey
to Mugris whils I turned Btott's head towards
Lowe's farm, whers they bad just begun bolight
fires In the pralrie sroned their buildiogs
anlstacke” The night was urowsuslly dark, sod

h‘?ybe.uﬂ:hl sight, a% firct appeariog merely
-nnd-truk.bi:tu I came ciomer I could ses
distinctly the red tongmes of flame ms they
leaped npwerds in the suil night alr. When
within & mile of ths firs Ite _
ROAR BEXUANE qurrl AUDIRLE,

although it was » very small sffalr compared

owiog day. 1 got s boarty reception and a.g00d

which lswue | supper and bed that night from Col Westover

who was in charge of the farm and felt elsted
that 1 had Do more wet marshes to croes, sod
might now get back to Montreal dry shod, al-
though my boote were out at the toms and the
lrgs of my trousers were worn off hall way up to
thoe koses while travelling throuch wai grass
and scrubb, especiaily while searching for Htute
in the vicinisy of Turtle Moanta

SHOOTING PEAIRIE CHEICKENA—A PRATRIN FIRE—

HOB8)E FROM OBTARIQO—TROUBLASOME COM-
PANIOKR, '

On the momisg of Tuesdsy, Sept. 0th, I
went with Colonel Westorer to shoot
chicksns, he usiog a rifls, whils I had dshot gen
talonging to one ot ths men. Our hanting
groond was & plougbed Beld about 450 acres in
extent, which vermed to offer cousiderable attrac-
tiom to the prairie chickens. Perhape they bad
some presentiment of the storm of fire which wa
that afternoon to aweep over the surrcundiog
prairien. They wers very wild, bowever, and
would not let me nesr enough to shoot them with
a shot gun; but Colonel Weatover could spot
them st looger distances with bis rifle. I fired
unsuccem{vily at several when fiying past, and
soen tried & new trick, Obeerviog that &
mauy of the birds flew from the ploughed land to
the loaig grass on the adjscent prairie, I used to
mark the spot whers th? alighted and, going
straight towards it, wounld come up qnite cless
before they would fiy, and thos I got time to fire
pufore they got too far distant for the shot to
take tflect. I soon got pretty expert lo this
mode of .

“ RHOOTING ON TER WING,”

ard bagg.d ten fine birds, and wound up the
sport by shooting » very Iarge skonk.

On the afternonn of that day I bagan to write
& Jotter for the Wiryxsa and while thus engaged,
ohaerved that tbe aky became darkened and 1
atr tull of amoke which was furigusly driven

» galo srom the west. Going cut of the house
vbserved & moveter prairie fire approsching
rapidly from the direction of Tobaosoo Creck, but
us & considerable extent of plooghed land Inter-
veped betwsen the farm bwldirge and the long
(yy grass through which the fire was appeoach-
ing st & two-forty rate, we wers not apprehen—
wve for our safery ; but had not the dry geam
sroucd the bay stouks been burded the previoms
evenmg, 06 human pewer could have paved them
from destruciion, L went out to the

border of the ploughed Jand to

AXE THRE FIRSTIXSD AFPROACH,
but was nblizged to keep at & respect{nl distance

owmg to the best wud rmrky. I have seen
pothing comparable to this fire. +xcopt the grest
fire near Ottawa on Aungu-t 17.h, 1870, The
fire swept past in & few miuvutes gring oo towards
3crstching River.  Eaxiy on the following morn-
ing I climbed ou the rout of Mr. Lowes hoose
and took » murvey of the harizon all around—the
whole country seewiog ss black as ink, exoept
towards the north-west, whers the marsh was

- | too wet for the crass to

1and around hers is almost & desad love]

with the conflagration which swept over this

The
with exceedingly rich soll pf which Mr. Lowe
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owns about sixteen thousand acres. Part of it
is very wat, but canall be drained at & moderats
ooat, Llis bulidings are sitnsted near the corner
ol towoskips four and fire, between racges one
and two, weat. The chiel drawbacka of this farm
ara the scarcity of wood and water, for, slthongh
there is water sll around, there in scarcely a drop
Gt todrink without first being filt-red or boiled
1o remove ar destroy the mnimulenle snd vege-
table substances which abound, Col. Weatorer
bas had four holes bored in different placesin
the tarm, picety fest deep to the rock, bt the
water produced is nearly

' ABSTRONG AB BRINE

I had two qguarts of this vwater svaprrated
o & tin dish on the stove from which
there waa prodoced over a heaped table
spoonfal of salt, but it was too impure for
usieg in the houtebold. I also brooght a
pint of this water with me to Monotresl, and it
is now in the Wirxess office, This water has s
very ective tffect on the bowels of oostive per
1o, and perhaps it may be medicioal. Horses
sod cattle take very lttie of it after the first
time, An sttempt was made to driil lato the
rock by mesos of s large drill suspended by s
rom, gnt it would not work, as the drill would
not revolve with regularity. ‘The water to sup
ply the houschold and live stock had to be drawe
several miles [rom the big marsh, .
N I migl]‘;: bers mention that out of a carload of
orses shipped from Uttawa last spring by Mr
Lowe, ¢loven bad died before the time 03; m
vlsit, while five or six more were unable to ror{
bat were getting round again. I believe that
frow cnethird to one half of tha horses shipped
{rom Quotario to Munitoba dis during the first
senson, sod it seems folly to continue the impor
tationofench horses, French-Canadisn poniss,and
soa of the swaller, more Lardy and tough horses
from Qntario do very well ; but the large, loog-
flanked, parrow-chested hurses might s well be
shot &t once as be-sent to work on the maddy
trails in the North. West. The advaggage of

BMALL HARDT HORSER -

over large soft brutes was examplified on this
farm by the work dope by one pair of ltl-
hardy hurses, which had broken up toore thas
one huncred scres of prairie Isnd alone, besiifer
doing = good deal of other work ; yet they werr
in goed working condition, he following
cansen weem to operate against horxex brought
from O tado. Drawing loaded waggues
ovir yieldlrg mud ia “very atraining oz I
a tesm, and moch “more s0 on

horses than ou small otied. Next, the
morquitnes prevent them from reat {n the
stabiv at night. 1 once tried to sleep i an un
occupied stabie at Oak River, but coald not |
gecceed, although with my hat and morquito net
ot my hesd, & coupls of pairs of socks drawe
over my bands, and my body wrapped o aconple
of quilte.  The way that the mosgnitoes on that
occaslon danced about on my net and ruog party
tunes would surprise the wembers of aation
sl socicty, and, st last, I had to leave the baild
ing and pass the rest of the night ata smodgs
with the horsen, althorgh it waa raln
The mud and moequitoes T believs to be the
chief cause of the morulitr awong big borses ;

ood mg

fTue LeETTERS OF Rusticus.

| Oa Wedoesday morniag I started for Alorris,
secompatied, for s shott distancs, by Mr. Luws,
je, who hisd retnrned frum FEmerson the previoun
day After going mowme dutsncs, ga pri-
posed to bay Btotr, not that he needed him,
bat fearing that I might have some difs
ficulty, mnd perbaps delay, at Winnipeg it I
took him thers fur asls, owing tu the doloess
in the bors market, caused by the potorlous
Iand regulations that had coms into force on
August 1st, which deterrsd Immigrants from
settliog 1o the country. This kind offer of
h_’.[_r. Lewe I gladly acoeptad snd retorned with
bim to kis Iarm and left Bin-t with bis new
owner. The following moraing Colopel Weat-.
aver took me to Morrls in his boggy and I
partad with him st tha honse of the Rav.
Jawes Vouglas whers we had ainner. As the
boat from Kmerson had not yet ardved, and
there being conmidersbls nncartainty about her
muvemsnts, owing to the lownesa of the water
th Rsd River, in the afternoon I shoaldered
Wy knapsack and -

BYARTED OX FOOT

for Wisnipeg., walking nearly twenty miles be-
fore stopping for the night, which 1 did at the
boase of & Freoch pative who keeps m kind of
stopping place about two miles north of St
Agathe Charch, where I apent an nncomfortable
night with four or five species of vermin as bed fel-
lows, Une kind in particolar T bad never seen
bat once before in my life, sad I hope never to
reo again, for they mee to be proof against
sosp_and hot water or the fine tooth comb,
and I did pot g-t entirely rid of their compasy
until I resched h.‘[outruly. I woald mnch rather
*peod azother nivht in & blufl among the Tiger
Hills, with lizsrds and pesirie wolves to distorh
my dreams, than in that stopping-place in St
Agaihe,

The next morning at bresk of day I started on
my journty, and resched Stnking River a little
before noon  This appests to b & pretiy place,
slthough it has such sn offensive nam~; but 1he
water in the river ls bad-tasted owing to the
water received from several pretty large aals
aprings  The sail here seets to be very rich, bat
«xcent oa the banks of the river, {s very wet [
+d Wionipeg st about two o’clock, having
cime from M.rris in sboat twenty-four hours,
carryiog scme twenty-five ar thirty pourds oo
my back.  Having arracgsd my business here, I
putchased

A TICKIY TO MOXTRRAL,

hariog to pay ten dollars more for it than if T
werr golog the other way, viz.: from Montreal
to V¥ innip-g.
Having heard 8 good desl shoat the bad usage
which second class parrecgers bave t3 endure
when traseliisg by the hoats of the Beaty Lire
from Barnis to Laluth, I determined &0 retam
by 1hat route and ses tor mywell, althongh & fall
voysge on the 1kes ls 0ot gonerally desirabile,
Ua Moaday, tember 6:h, {h.d- mood-by
to my frieads It Winnipsg and crossed the Red
fiver to Bt Bonlfare, and oo Tuesdsy marniag
sometime bafore dayliznt embarked In & box cag
v make the tedious jomrsey to Bt. Visoest.
eresson we had to travel In & box car was
wurs po cars st the

butitis probable thatthe water belpe
to & greater or lees degree. i

1iK
1
i
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As we moved ;lnwly soathward we saw | rous Iady travellers got ou the locomotive to get

good deal of the countcy bad boen
ltxﬁr‘:t .onr lately and that sereral houses, as well

THE ¥ULL BENIFIT FRAOM THE RHOCK

fenming, haystacks and | given to thelr nerves aa the tralu turos sharply
;u;ghtﬂh:mthO' r.leel::;;od. yI% seomad s | round rome protruding point on the baonks, or
been

reat pity that so muoch desiruction had
501:0 -phgx it could havs been sa emsily prevent:
od. While the tratn was moring g at [t
asunl slow pace, wes ware suddenly stertled by
violent backward jerks which brooght the tralo
to a balt sod some of nor party to s horl-
sontal position on the floor of the car A
soon as wa could we hmstensd to the car
door sud found that the two cars in rear of
us had got off the track, the farthest back ooe
having turoea over, but the one next to us was
still right side up, & very incky sirangement for
tha twenty.five or thirty psss-ngerd who were |
boxed up In it and were generally

MORE SOARED THAN HUEE.

After covaiderabls dolay the passengers In this
ear wero transferred to the car in which wa
wers, sod to s platform oar in front of us, and
we progeeded on to 8t, Vincent to find that we
were too Late for that day's train for Dalwth and

Bt. Paul. Had it not been for the detention on |-

the Penbins branch, I would have reached
Montreal & whole week sooner,

BOXE BEOUGH EXPERIENQES ON A VXSSEL OF THE
BEATIY LINE—HOME AGAIN,

wenty four hours detention at the
bonmmhrrt]ino,t‘gudng which time I again visited
the fonr cities (in prospect) of Emerson, West
Lyn, Pembioa, and 8t. Vinoeat, I started santh
on the 3¢, Paul and Manitoba Eallway, pssdog
a good many praitie firee by the way, Crwing to
the amoky conditica of the ntqmuphers. T did not
yos much of the country until Crookstown waa
reached,
WHERN THE EATLWAY OBOSSYS BED LAKE BIVER

s thort distance above Fishers Lasdiog. This
place haa developed wooderfully wince wpring
and the country arcund ssems to be pretly well
settled, but the soil is rather shallow, rosting
opou & whitish gravelly clay The light crop of
rairle grass in places whers it bad not been barnt
the recent fires, showed pluinly that the land
here 13 not nearty so lertlla as in the greater part
of Mauitocbs, The conntry here'ls nesrly a dead
level, the well water not desfrable, and fovers
d to vall,
mW.:‘romc ed Glyndon s Httls sfter dark and
transferred oursclves to the cars of the Northern
Pacific Railway,and soon started sastwsed, reach-
{ng Braloard about three o'clock the following
motniog. . The tzatn waa delayed hare for some
e mﬁi walked aronnd som~, although it waa
yot dark This place is pecttily sitoated smongst
Plna and spruce trees, the white plne troee being
y attractive to me, s I had not seen any

for over six mocths, Ths country aboat here
seemi to be rather low and wet, sod I was in-
formed that fevers prevall 10 some extent. The
rosd from bere to Thompeon ls through a rather
sofaviting wooded country, whers there is no
Lnek of sand or water.
From Thompeon to Duluth the railway passes
down slong the banks of a very rapid river, very

glides Tapidly soross yawning charme on frail. *

looklng trescel work, more than one hamdred feet

high.

thlnth shows signs of having seen much better
times, aud at present contalos aboat 2 K00 in-
habitants. It Is bailt chirfiy on the sloping
aldes of a rather rogged mountain, and soms of -
the hounes sre several hundred feet above the
lske. I had been recommended by several per-
sons In Mapitobe, to put np at the Wakelin
House if I wan detained in Daluth, as good
board and scoommodations conld be bad at rery
moderate rates, sod [ found the place fully up to
my anticipationns in every way. .
An the Dominion Government hava wery ex-
tensive and well appointed buildtoge rented
from the Northern Bm!ﬂu Railway ('ompany,
specially for the sorommodation of Uansdisn
jmmigrants peasing throogh here, I thought It
bust to try
HOW I 0ULD GXT ALOKG AB AN IMMIGRANT.

This buildieg would sccommodata over 200 per-
vonn in a plock, bus 100 people could live in it
very comfortably, I went up town and pur-
chased & supply of bread, besl, butter, tea and
sngar, and retarned to the Government imﬂdinml
sud got the beef ronsted by the caretaker of the
ballding, withont sny charge to me sa the Gor-
ernment roupplies the fual, atovea and cooking
otensils. 1 made my own tes ma Iatill had the
dishes with me which T found so sruvenlent
while travelling in the North-Weet, There was
ample room for sleepiog, but as I had no
blavkets I proferred sleeping st night in the
Wakelin Houss. The Governtuent sgent hers
svaos to keep » large mopply of Western Btates
literature with which o tempt Ca adisn imm!-
grants {rom their loyalty to their Queen and
country. In sddition to this I zaw several
copies of & local paper scattered around the
building, contalaiog  the most disgusting
blasphemy 'which I ever have seen in
print. I took one of thess pspers with mein
order to show any one in Moptreal who may
have a curionty that way, the kicd of readiog
that some goverument agents supply to Her
Mnjesty’s snbjects when on their travels.

Oo Buoday evening, Oct, 12¢h, the steamer
“ Asfa” of the ** Beatty Line” reached Dalath
aod began unlosding her cargo. I bad iatvaded -
esiling in her the following day, but some of the
pséssrgers who came np oo ber advised me to
wait for another boat as the *“ Asia” had no ac-
ootomodations at all for second class passengere,
who were compelled to ™ dea up™ on the main
deck smovg balcs of goods, cattle, or whatever
elee thers might be around. Bhe wan aleo eaid
t0 be & rather small boat for the heavy seas which
we might expect at this resscn of the year, On
Monday morning the *‘ Quebec” arrived and as
wha is one of the fineat boats on the line I stn-
barked on her and a littls befors noon on Tues-

day ‘ .
BAILXD PEOM DULUTH,

having sojomroed six days at that phée. The
following morning at break of day ws reached

besntiful to behold, The Jourory over this part
of the road 1a rather excitirg, and somes adrentn-

Prines Arthur's Lsndiog, whers ws took on
board several passongecs, soes of whom was
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_>fo='merlyah er, who had disd at thix

WAL NOwW

:gr of & Inrge quantity of flour which was

pped eastward.
Bilver Xalet, pudni eome
wcenery,  Soveral buondred

and fred wers Ianded hers,
tme I paid s visit to
and witcessed the o
ing snd washing, A
turned her bow towards Ssult 8t Maris, and
for about twenty hours the
ceaned their monotonous throb, and some of the
EK"' ot & |ittle cxpaie::dofuo
ught oo by s pretty strong wi wing from
the south.wert: Cur accom i were in
the stern of the veassl, beneath one of the water
closets and in closs proximity to the other, which
I found to be in & very filthy state whea T came
oa board, aod no attempt was made to cleanse
it until we '? near Barnia,
twenty tecondcluss pamengers, comprisdog men
women and children, cooped np in & small Apn-t-’
ment lmmatlgl:wvnty feet square, and the Hght
was 50 bad I coald not see to resd during
the daytime. At night we had mctne sort of

ons of quartz-crush-

a lamp which gave a dull ligh bt not good
h tud%.ﬂ tent, Encreuetba'

enoagh to and we could not
Eﬁht without soiling our fingers up the
ck with our jack.-knives —It of the kind
ased before coal oil was This Iam,

was 0ot always to be depended on, and we h.ls
to spend one night

1N TOTAL DARKNERS,

A French half-breed who, with his wifs snd one
child, came on board at Bilver Talet, refused to
take his guarters In our cabin, preferring to
sloep on the deck, The next m thers was
a considarsbles fom cavsed by the -breed dis-
cavering that his trank had been beoken open
during the night and some thiogn stolen from it.
Althongh considersble ing was made the
lost articles were néver found thels owper,
During the early part of Friday, when opposite
inaw - Bay, we eticountersd
heavy sea from the south-west which .mst
& number of the ers to “cast up
scoounts,” and further belpsd to maks oor
quarters unbhearabls. Being too xick to stand
upright, I taroed infto my buonk, bat sooa
bhad t0 leave as - the water came dashipg
in h some cracks sbout the small glase
light de my birth, I maosged to scrxmble
up on deck and get forwnrd to the of the
boat among the carge and found that 4 made
lictle difference bers how the bomt rocked or
tossed as T wa seated neag her axts of motion,
d‘l‘owudﬁevmlng, a4 wa peared ths sogth end
Lake Huron, the wind and waves sbated,
a.miwlrevm cﬁxf ourselroe in
800n learing " Quebec” snd her many o
pleasant smsocistions. 1 engaged In conrerm
tion with . -
4 YOURG ENGLIREMAX,

vl?.r.\t-ulﬂ):mtlu.tlll-l:nmwthlmp,1 and that
he had gana aboard the " Quebes ™ st Prince
urs

:

t noon the ** Qoebec” | palled him away befors

place [ out sleep st ove time, While were
% taken to Taronto for burial. | falking - together the firemen

The coffin was pisced on the main dsck on the op on'l; of the hold snd  ordered
belng oomp-nontozodo'nmdhrwwdmmcoaf
From here we sailed for | He re lied that ho would not do it until seme

ﬂllcri

ﬁnumum

a

m

mountain | the other men bad taken their torg 'Hmﬁr:-t
m -

of flour | man then drew his fist ki poce Bishop a

violent blow an the noss and we had tima

which
the crnshing mili | to intarfers be wlso gave him violent kick in

the stomach which nearly donbled bim sp, Wa
oould ak the d

but the noive made brought lloaR"tE: mata, :&

began to swear at us for daring tn interfore. Two

of the boat h
realizs that we were
IN DANGEROUS OONTAXTY,

:ndl'hnd-omafemthntwa-uuldm .
#ood thrashing, bot as og Blshops nougfn
biseding profusely the bostmen ssemed to relent
a littls sad I tock the wounded man awny to
waah the blood from his face. He amxked ms to
walt s Sarnis & day or twe 8 he intended
lohntehhmﬂmtmhdnﬂhemtudmo
or & Witoem, bat T wax sorry that T oould mot
comply, When we renched Barnia the mate re.
foeed %o take our luggage to the Grand Trunk
Hailway d M of
Omﬂlgomthaltumwthﬂ,mlhadhgo
snd got 3 man to help me, and had to pay thirty
gents for his services.  The joarney from Sarnia
bedn,

Wit Yary plessant, there 5 de-
cided Impray i thalemnddl-m,‘ﬂm:b
we pow ™ comrpared with tha

DIMDVANTAGIN OF THE CANADIAN NOXYH-WEEr
AMD HOW THIT MAY BS XXWOVED,

the conptry. Are ae f The scar-
ity of water, quality ; the sowrdty
of wood for Mmmhﬂdﬁzzm.

I plsce at the bead of the st a the great-
ent drawback H not yrester thas the othecy
taken together, s K will continne o bt & rezed
goeation when the others havs nﬂyl.ndi-i
poared ; bat Lhe grseter part of the coustry
bat alightly affected by It. A system of drata-
age oried ount byl.bchmmtnyrm
the surface water and the fxvers, but
nothing o for ae I kuow, emove the bad
u-uudqnmydlh-mhvdhdqhm
whits Ou.bnﬂulnwﬂ:lzn&pﬂ'dald
S b Tl et Tl
- and
ﬁomihﬂudnyh-ﬂudm_“ affact
the tusts of the water mach and soms are
hunluhuollnﬂn:lod their wally
L] the waler below the white

; to .
mnhforhh:gqu emsnly condoct, but ssveral
5
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7 §E for beast or body to arfak.® If the | The land

it getn aufit for or body to i st

T T Faooesd | wn o llida bettar both o thennto whou it wa

sffects on the | xranted and to the oountry generally, but s fow
rl

ivtance below the white uia:
dvlthpu 1 believs that its ¢
water be removed in & great measure,

ch
The water in the streams Is generally good, al- :‘I’mﬂgﬂ
are holding over until its value is lncressed many
banks of & stresm, or in & grova of timber, fs | fold at the expense of

RusTicus. T 3

fermer'e wile asld to me’ oece, :;t-n‘gquh- oystar while the half-breeds
v ,

THE INFIY KHILLA.

isvaed to tha older ball.-breeds as
the white natives of the conuiry,

speculators have reaped the lion's share of
hm Ita menns secured from twenty
th scres of Inod esch, which they

all the other inhabitants
of the Dominion. The railway ressve was ina
certaln sense the crowning sct of

EEERETR FOLLY,

the eettlern. * In sesscos of grest drought, ﬁﬂun 1s soma comloet {n the thought that It

mtheupmw-ldn,ummmmmy

can and will he repesled bhefors it has thmes to
folly develop Itz bad qualitiex. Althongh I am
pot enamored with ths so-called statesmanahip
displaysd by some of those who rule at Ottaws,
yot I belare that lha!laut ¥nowing nnkong tll:‘m,
werathey possessod of any practical koowledge
of the mytmtry. would ha_vi seon the folly of tha

*j present railway reserve aystem a2 a means of

raising soy oonsiderable suma of money within
the next ten or & dezen years; Except s com-

tively small tract of country west of Oak
E:r, the Government own almoat no first-clan
land in the railway belts A, B and O for a dis-
tanrs of more than ssven handred miles from the
Or srio boundary, to where the railway crosses

de | the Bouth Ssskatchewan. I bellove that it .

we 2ld be an over-estimate to place the amount

build- | of first-class rallway Iands in the above-named

| lakter to the promotars of the
m‘m But when the railway b
opeoed to Bay om I,ake Buperlor, -
ber can be sapypl mmch cheaper to Cana-

the whole and sre the moes
unﬁ%ma&n&?ﬂm of this

etk lands at three sections

belty batween the place named, st & quarter of &
wection per mils, Ead good ‘second-cluss railway
per m.{lth;,f Ih'o:l‘ﬁ- nok
bave it supposed that the reat the wAY
lands in these belts ] antirely waorthises, bot it

Iands fit only for graziog 'ﬂlbeltﬂdll'
from $3 to $5 per scre, Even should thess poarer

Iands find parchasers within the next ten yeara I

aak i it fair that tho settlors on inferior lande

should be taxed for the whols cost of the rail-

way, whils thelr nsighbors, who own nioe-.

tentha of the choicest lands, have nothing to pay

at all, whils they derivs by far the t share

of the benefit from the construction of the Can-

sds Paclfic Railway ! A much more eguitsble

way would be b2 levy & small sonaal tax on all

the lsadu to be bepefited by the rallway,to bein--
cressed or diminished in proportion to the henefit

which such !snd receives, or in incressed In vailue

by the opening of the rallway. Buach a tax

would lead to a much roore denne settlement of

the country, a# the largs land tors would

well the greater part of their lands instead of hold-

log themn vacant to be incressed in value by the

Iabor of others. I firmly bhellove that theas

© LARGRE LAND BPICULATORS

were the chief concoctors of Lthat rallway reservs
policy, which, with tha other reserves, makss it
difficult to reake roads, open schools mod
:Lhin chorchea in the North- Weat,
The other dnwm toh;rhlch 1 vﬂld E!‘qr
ire of comparative of imrpartance, and their
::‘ﬂlﬂﬂ!t will before long be scaroely felt, or dis-
appear entirely, . )

are s considerable annoyance to travellers m§

will be & good many years before any quantity of « .
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oew gettlers, especially fu wet sessons, bat
when the warshes are drained and plooghed,
tha wmorquits will have 1o remove to more
coogenial qusrters, AL present they sre »
retios annormnce, especially in warm, morky
Wenther, but the least breers drives them away.
I have rat in some of the farm bouses in Mani-
toba dering the eveninga when the moequitoes
were at their woret, yet the windows wers open
without moy screens, and scarcely s °* pkeeter™
#n8 to be beard or seen. The cause of this
freedom from s pest which wers ro annoy-
fog elsewhere, wan explsined by the pro-
prietor of the house statiog that tha land
lor n short distance aronnd the houss - had
ali been cultivated, but befors the wild grass had
been plonghed up it would bave been almomt im
posrihle to. remain fn the houss without
mo+quito nets belog over the open windaws
vesrly all of the time, In warm calm weather,
Consequectly the marquito-parsecated new wet-
tler can drive away his enemies by cultivating
the lard sronnd his dwelting, -
Distaucs from markels and manulactories
-is severely Eelt at present, but will yearly
become of less consequence se manufictar
fog towos epring up in the country and
rwlway concections are opensd thromgh Caca-
disn territory, . In the memntims, I think
it wouid be wisdom on the part of North-Western
Canadians to refrain frem ralsing mors wheat
then can be consumed in ths country, for the
Ameifcan railways will absarb all the profits oo
experted graio nntil the Canada Pacific Eailway
is opened to Thunder Bay.

CATTLE-BAIBING FOR DAIRTING PURPOSES

thould be largely engaged fa by all farmers in
that country, as the profits in this depariment
are certain to be wacy fold greater than for
exported grain, since the frefzht charges,
which would sbsorb all the profits on »
beshel of wheat, would scarcely - ba felt
on & box of cheese or & tub of bntter, agd
the cost of cattle feeding is & mere trifle compar-
ed with the cost in other countriss, Bat (s6d
bere comes the pinch) thoes who would enzage in
cattle rafsing are placed in pecollarly ditficult cier
cumstances in Manitoba and the North-Weat.
Our Government_for ressons which I pever could
comprehend, prohibited the importstion of
Amstican cattie into that mu:{o sumtoer,
till coneiderable nombers of ca continnead ta
be imported from Oantarfo at a cost of aboat
B12 per bead for railway freight. Now ths
Armerican authorities will not allow Cansdisn
cattleto be tramsported through this territory,
snd an very few good catile mre Lo be found in
Manitoba, ita proepective cattle raisers must
raake their selections from herds of scrnb-
- by cattle which should mnever be ralsed
in sny country bat the provincs ol Que-
bec, and dealiog In them should, if posmible, be
confined to Viger Market. 1 may have maid
wme hard things, and also thought harder
things sbhout Governwment blundering in the
North-West, but I sball willingly forgivs them
il they will only relent and psrmit good cowns
and heifers to be bronght fresly from Montana to
the North-West Territory for i
dairyineg parpoacs.
Prairie firea are at prevent a source of rary
Zreat loss 1o the country, bat the prevention of
them 18 80 very eavy that it seems atraout Inoom-

snd | maks bat ¥

F Rusricus.

to continue thelr ravages so long unchecked Aw
1 stated in & former communication, if esch sot-
ter wunld ooly vpend cpe day with

A IEAM AND MOWING WACETMX

cutidng parrow atrips throogh the grass and
weeda aroond thefr buildings mnd wtacks, and
als0 in p'aces where fires are fikely to ron scross
the cpen p-airie, and sa soon as the mown

in thees siripsis sufficdently dry, but befors the
sdjncent gram loses fits greenuess, set fire td
thess strips, and thwr form fire-vusrds which
wouid cffcctually prevent fiees from spread-
ing to any distsnoe if it should chance to got
caoght in any dry gram, littls damage would be
done by prairie firee. A law strictly prohibiting
the setting out of fires in soy expceed
between Beptember 15 and May 30, ahould also
be passed.  Having trsated the subject of pral-
rie fires af considarsbie length in & former artials,
I wil] aay no mare abont it now.

Gramhoppery, like the Indisn scares, in the
Cansdisn North-West, appear the mors formi—
gabia l.h; g?mur the distance tgey are from e,

at much of their importance disappears when
virwed more cloaely. In the ﬁ:.;‘.ppllco, their
raids taks place only about

OFCE IN THIRTY OX FORTT TEAEA,
and aa the climate Is not congenial to them, they

continne but one or two sesmonr. COn former
occasions when the fields of grain were few and
of small vixe, ths hoppers did a conaideratls dam-
age, but many parts of the country were not
visited by them at all. I have been told by
farmers who had farty to filty acres of grain in
ona field, that after the grassboppers had eaten
all they choose to, and had pretty well cleansd
out all the grain within several rods of tha bar-
ders of the field, that the Interior portion of the
firld reruained slmost untouched snd the yield on
the whals field was from sirteen to twen
boshels per acre.  Boms of the owners of nm:ﬁ
gTain fislds, especially the Menponiter, dispoted
with the boppers their right to the grain. A
Yyoung man pamed A from near O:taws,
told ros that be had & xnall field of wheat which
the grasshoppers sesmed about to devour, bat hs
xod bis wile armed thewseltes with bothes da-
sermined to comtest to the last thelr righta to
the wheat field Observing that the grasshop-
pers when disturbed alwsys flaw towards the
sonth-emat Mr snd Mr. Anderwon menced
operstions on the porth-west side of¥the fie'd,
golng backwards arnd forwards wavirg their
buahy wespous, and startlag the Inteoders from
the rﬂh\_nzxt to_them, aznd ooatineed to parme
them until they bad sll been driven out of the
Geld, This proosss of warfsrs was resumed
¢sch time & freah bend of marsoders cams that
wiy; acd the youog farmer and bis wife bad
the satisfartion of

FATIFG THETR QWH WHILY,

It is probahle that grasshoppers will not return
aguin for & good many yesrs to come, by which
time the guantity of grain yrown ia the conntry
will be s large that the hoppers will be ahle to
litils impression on it

Alkall lapds ars not very extessivs, and- In
ot cased the effects of the alkali can be effen-
tasdly removed by the application of .dhury

coating of msonre.  There are sotae consl

prehensible to me that they have been allowed

tracts of alksli Iazds, and also s few upots of

ahout the beginning of Beptember in sach year,

-
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“ spouty " lu:dl, which it wonld be well for | country, T think It bot fair to glve the other

ssttlers to svold, althongh I belieys that even ﬁm%;t pomesses uver Eatern Canada are

st follows: Greater fertdlity of soil; & more

be made to yie!d excullent qrops. .
wi:!l;:{nn :::da lee’m to belong almoat ex-

The sdvactages which the

clusively to the viclaity of the Rod Rirer, but bealthy climate ; cheaper lands fn sbundmcce;

itz efectx ure only feit in wet weather,

' Eia:d frost, were It nct for lta destructive

effocts nh?’n fkrnit trees, can huﬂ}‘y bem:id'e::g
dra=hack, as svery persoa whom

:;:t bad spent & winter in the North West,

the amaller cost aod greater speed with which
the land can be broaght Ioto wstate of cultiva.
tion ; the lmmense paturs! adyautages for foed-
ing stock ; the 1rifling cot for openi

oy roads.
. A povaiderable purtion of the aofl is sa fer!fle

declated that the winters were mush mors j that thers i

pleasant than thote in Ustario, The 24'h of

NOTHIFG T0 OOMPLHN. WITH IT

last December waa the coldest day ever knowm in say other portion of the globe that T have .mn

in Manitobs, the thermometer rraching &4 de-
groed below rero.

rs from persons Ia that comntry,
:.::t:; stated that they sttended to their ordipary
datice a1 usnal on that day, some of them being
out on tha open prairie or in the bush all day,
yet did not jeel the cold to be ancomfortable, and
were indesd snrprised to learn afterwards that
the thermometer indicated soch vnusual cold,
I used to bear, long ago, aboat the danger of

BOWIEQ WILD OATS,

the North-West wild oats grow with-

‘::tt il?e[ng sowed, where the Isad In not
too wit Ita grain stromgly resembles =
parcupine's quill, with = ulight enlarge-
ment nesr the butt end, Batween the mid-
dis of July and the middle of Aungust this
barbed grain is very aonoyiog to a traveller over
tho plaing, as they maosge somehow to atick
thempalven ic thelegs of pants and drawers, sud
begia pricking the more sensitive skin beoeath,
atd when not attended to in time they some
timed v deeper than the skia. It fa said that
they sometimes get stack in tha throats of
cattln. bat I scarvely believe it, ma Blatt was
vory fond of eating these osts, and they seemed
to go down all right. Thelr groatest danger into
sheap, as they get stnck in the wool, and from
that tind their way inside the vkin, otherwis
than by the mouth, and canse il smmation aod
(irath.~ Cattle, horses and sheep sre very fond
of vatirg them while green, and if the pasturaze
wers Lot a0 extensive they would be prevants:
Jrom maturiog their dangsroas weed, and sheep
weuld be all right i confined to s moderately-
rized pmture, and bot permitted to range st
lurge, e prclslly dugivg the moath when the wiid
s «crvd 1 in & condition to do harm. ]
T ackhirds in some parts of the country dioes

» coosiderable losa when the gralo is abou:
rige, especia'ly in the vicinity of an sbundance
. fpum and water, as they seam to wsat fre
qornt drinks while feeding. A b y armed with
» skot gun a.d & few pounds of powder and aho
would serve to protect a large Beld of gratn from
their depr-dations, and most boys would com.
vider such work almost equal Lo plsy. 1 hare
been vurp ieed to ses 3ome Selde of qrain neacly
devoursd blackbirds wben a ocaple of werks
berding cot‘:fd have saved the whole, .

PHR ADYANTAGTS OF THE GREAT NORTH-WiZT—
WHAT KIND OF BATTLYMS ARE Wanfrm,

BIx —As others bave written so glowlngly of
thirbsantles »od natural advantsges ot the
North-West, the r eders of the WiTarss might
axcoss mwe if [ said nothicg more then I bave

ard of, and in clamifying it I hare adopted
g g m"ﬁ.::hie?h :'l:::v ;rnde, or rather advarced the old

grade one degree, What In called firstclam
jand hss pdthing to correspood with it in the
Eaatern provinces, except a few apots of rmaall
extent, which for ages have boen receiving
vegetahle deposits from mdjscent higher landw
The nearest approach that I have seen to the

quality of Manitoba lands in the Eastern pro-
- "

inoes, s In the valiay of the Carp, near

Ottawa ; but the Manitoba lands are sa much
shead of the Carp lands, as the latter are
abead of the ordinary clayey lands of Nepean,
which would be coosideced poor, secoud claw
Inod in the North Weet. I have seen on sev.
eral occasfons  wheat that would yisld from
fifty to sixty bushels .to tho acre, and such
peetty bright whest ! Oats often produce

OVER KIGHTY BUSHELS TO THE ACAR,

and bath oats and' wheat grow o a greater
beight withont **lodging™ than in the esstern
provinces, Barley produces fine crops, but the
besvy hesds seem to hong down mory thaa do
the other kiods of grain. Pesast grow plenty of
straw, but pot many peas on the rich sols;
bat I think they will do better co tho lighter
tands towsrds the west. Indian corn seems to
do tolerably well whers the land is dry smough.
In the Indian reserves thers is coltvated a
dimiontive d of core, with stalks from three
to four foet high, bearlog chabby cars from five
to seven Ioches long, which ripen esrly.
I did not wee any rye or buckwheat
growing, bot am aure that they would
prodece well in  the dry rolling prairies
wear the sand hills, snd westward from Grand
Valiey. Vitches, A+x and hops grow wild in
abandanoe, and could not be distioguished from
the coltivated plants, Thers is also & kind of
pes growing wild, but it is somewhat different
trom the cultivated. Timothy hay and Hun. -
warian graas produos snormaiia crops, aod white
clover seerny to thrive well, but whers rd olover
has heen tried om the low lands it was wintar—
illed; yet I am satisfied that it will grow
on the tolling lands farther west. Wild
gessses grow {n profusion and yield an abua-
#anos of mnuotritdve for live stock.
Beans prodace sbundaotly, and in some cyies °
good crope of beans have been raised by sowing
the seed broadcast like peas, avd harrowing them
in with & common herrow, after which nothing
mote was done with therm until they wers ready
for harvesting  Root orops of all kinds and alse
cabbages prodoce enormously and

GROW T0 A BIFE ALMOST DNKXOWXN ELSLWHEEY.

After what has  been maid aboat grain
crops, k% mnone of the resders of the

waid on this sobj=ct ; bot, baviog given
f’i:f.ﬁed s?:t.cmt of the drawbacks of the

Wiragss ron awsy with ths ijea that f[rom
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filty to sxty bushels of wheat and eighty
bushels of oats aro averaga orop here, sa T
think that from twenty to twenty-fire bughels of
the former and fifty busbels of the latter, per
ascre, woald be a [ averaga for last sesson's
cropa.  Birawberries, raspbercies, currants, cran-
berrlse and plams grow wiid, and in some Ioosll.
Hes prodoce an sbundaot wopply of froit.
Apple trees imported from Ontarle and the
Unitsd States bavo not dons well, as in most cases
they die alter prodncing their first crop of fruit.
They havs not yet been tried on the wmors anit-
able lands westward, where in some of the more
sheliersd wpots hardy varletios of apple treos

the land can be brouzht into a stats of coltire-
ticn i & most fmportant sdvantage which the
vew sottler {u Lthe North-West hax over his con-
frére in the Enstarn provinoes, Having cleared
with wy own haode spma 1ixty or seventy scres
of bush land In the Provinos of Qrebeg, I know
somethiog of the encrmouns smount of chopping,
logging, burnlng. stumplng, and oftsn draining
aod getheriog stones required to transform a
boush farm {ato grain or pasture fields and
mexdowe ; and if stroog native Canadisns, who
wers tralned from childhood to this sort of work,
find it ro difficalt, how mach mors difficalt moat
it bo for those who never saw such work done

I.eTTERS uF RusTICUS.

toake much i.:r'omt. but havisg wectred
r, homestead an
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VERY QOUD SANDETOXE QUANRIES
pre-stuption, are loftering on the sborea and Ialands of Lake Winnipeg

wroand, putting 1 thelr dme wn CAD 98- | o which the future city of Belkirk can secare

cure the patent of thelr clalms, which then

abundant supply of building sod pavieg

bopa to sl 8% Targely enbanoed prioes L be- | o s, The xock which underiiss the whola

lieve Lhat it aax »

narried to pre-smpt lsod st all, sa cne huan-

:1“(1 mén:i:ty acres o&:.:ihomﬂeld was guite
for their oo

'“E,d{nl:'.f: pnvi::I‘;' referred to the Immense

NATURAL ADVANTAGER FOE STOCK RAISING

g
inthis couatry, [ nesd mat say wuch aboat §t | and

now; but a er who hes worked hard for

mistake toallow Wn-1 o0y conglats of white B

tos, butit

baildiog

sheily in t places se to be wufit for
oy " mo’i‘bep;-a mon]yll::wrbg
haildi fo the country,, and, excep
Punit;::gl.‘hry st Hockwood, they are all rongh
bullt, Rxoellent white beick Is mads from tbe
which abounds ia nearly the whole country,
at some fotore time
tensivaly both in towns and country places ia the

'k will be used ex-

i i therto scarcely
will. T am sure, do well. before in their lives? How often kave I soes elghs or ten to clear sufficlent mesdow snd | oinpernotion of buildings, but hi

Ths second advantage which the North.-West | smact ¢ung men become prematurely old and "“,q,ro to leed an ordinacy number of any brick boildiogs have been erected, except ta
has over Eastarn Canads ia & mors stooped in tie thonlders whils epdesvoring to

HELLTHY CLIMATE
“Fever and ague is uncoown hare,

the Western States and also in Ontsrlo had to
endore from that most aggravatiog, fnol.
ish looking disemss called fever ang ague,
The high lands weat ward from the iad River are
about the most healthy on the globe, aod ple
teonbled with lung, liver or Umb complaints,
would find & short iesidence here of mush
greater benefit than all the patent medicines in
the world. Beveral people who had formerly
been troubled with -

FULMGRARY DISRARKS,

or {rom the effocte of & aluggish liver when living
in Ontario, havs recovered good heslth since
coming here, with no veetigs remalning of thelr
former complaints, That this cHmate has &
very beneficial ¢ffect on rhemmatic complaints,
s well aa liver complaints, I know by personal

although in
the vicinity of Wincipeg and in moms other

in the low parts of Manitoba, palodal
evers prevail to & greater extent in midsummer
than is a4 all pleasant or profitable to the in—
babitants; bat the suffering caoned by it Is
like & mere drop in the bucket when ocompared
with the sufferings which the early saitlors In

briog their farm Into such s stats of cultivation
that they might live comfortably on {t, but bhad
thess farmers begun their operations upoh a
prairie farm (or better still, part prairie and part
wooded) they could have brooght it futo a simi-
lwr condition In thres or four years, with muoch
lighter work, and it makes but Little difference
to them if they .

NXVER DID A DAY'S WoRK

o0 & farm befoze in their Hres, as the wark is (%)
different from what the eastern farmers are used
to. I conld give numarons Instsnces fa the
North-West whern settlers—soma of whom bad
very littls capital, and had never previously
worked on s farm—had in two or three
years’ labor with “their own hands and ope
team of oxen, besides boilding & comfort-
able honss and stables, brooght ints culd-
vation and fenced forty or fifty scres of Iapd,
which i more cultivated land than is on s
mafority of the farms in the Provinces of Quebec
or Ontario, the pasture and mesdow Inods being
excinded ss tha North-Weitern farmer has &
lsrger amount of these withouyt axy Iabor at all
will refer to one case only as

AN ILLUSTRATION

ve stozk, esn approciats the advantage of hav-
ingallt%.hnndmuchmmr-dy to his hand
without any labor on his part;-sad » family
that has plenty of cows to milk ermivge and
moratugs, will scarcely suffer the pangs of hun.
ger, even when thers in [Little elsa in the
larder. I mm sorry to ray that I bave
seeas nombers of familis living from 150
to 200 miles west Ircm Wionipey who had
not a drop of mifk to whiten their black tes, or

bit of butter to eat with thelr bread, bocanss | gy
P H on the outzide, w
white ptons, gives

rsaoth, body thought that the N. P, was
faogmd th?::to encoursge seftloment in the
North-West, even i it mﬁr:lowmnnbd Mom-
tans drovers from hringing grade cows to
the settlers’ doora and welling them st about
half the price that they now cost in Winnipeg.
The trifling cost of road-making in the North-
West, where at certain seascns you can drive a
loaded tesm almoet anywhers yoa plssse, may
seem of not much sdvantags to some people who
have not had this difficaity to contend with ; but
: ROADMAKING
ito be guite xa item in the biil of fare pro-
t?&eld ‘}or pew pettlers tn the other provinces.
VWhen 1 was 5 boy I sexisted my father to make a
corduroy road nearly hall a mile long leading
from his farm to the main road, and I have no
thers was more work

y hig
high charges of

menta, Exceptin the
Iy sll the howsen in
rode ‘construction and rather
rosny cases the Iarmexs are

WELL ABLE TO XETCT BETTER BUILDIXGS,

walting until the raillwsy s opened east-
b':tzt:"to In.kf Saperior, when [umber will b
much chesper than hitherto. Inthe parts of the
try where moderatsly Inrge po; timber i
swallaof the housesare t mach on the

, aad even here there are not wmore

o ioniper o forty brick houres, slthongh
there is probably twice that number of “*bricked™
or buildings lined on the outside with
koes of brick.  Ware it not for the un-
cet of brick and the very
ck-Iayers for their work, brick
houses would be the cheapest and best buildings
in the greater part of the country.  Mnch the
greater number of houses in Wionipeg are small
clap-boarded and palntsd white
with the whita brick and
em a white appesrsnos,
y contrssting with the black mod pare-
h of Elldouan, near=

e ocaatry Flwul are of

in size. Ia

nre in the essterm

experionce during my short tour throogh the | of What may be sanfly dons b anyone who fy
high laods of the North-West, my chief regret | Postessad of sn ordinaiy share o muscnlar shilfty
heing- that I could not cootinue thers longer, | Abd soroe 300 or £400 in cash. Mr.J. B, Curran,
Owing to its proximity to the dry arid plains | a tlerk from Montreal, went to Winnipeg In the
of the Upper gﬂuauri and Bouth Saakatchewan, [ {all of 1878 and in the month of March follow-
tha ar bas & peculisr dry buoyant fecling—even | iBE  bought s yoka of oxrem and lldg"ﬁi
s few hours after s weut apell—that is alniost | 1120, & tent, wtove, cooking uteosils, ploagh

unknown forther east.  Althongh lat smmer | barTow.  With these he startsd b sk River
wis an unosually wet ome, yet with the excep. | a0d there. selected 520 scres of excallegt

tion of a few wot days in April and a Isrge por- | most beautifully lil'q.lk.d on the bavks of that
tion of the months onyune and Jaly, the weather | stresm.  When I visited bim on the Sth Angmst
was most delightful during the more than aix | followirg he had over twenty scres In crop,

road,
perfarmed o and making ths more than _
2,000 miles of trails travelled oter by me laat
rummer in the North-West, excapting the
Pembina Brarch Rallway and a fow mileain
+nd around Winnipeg.

B
=

at somae other tima, f;ﬂs_if’ e

tage to those who may wish to locate in thal - ==

. 3
months spent by me In the North West. which promised & larger retury than very many . k .
Ons of the gbrintest advantages of the North. |0ld farme in Quebec. Ha also had the timber HOUSS BOILUING AND FINOR MAXING IB THE |, pino,y . byt in s great many places sufficient
VWeat is the abandance and “531 of h"“;p'{:' 'hi‘:g“;: and hﬁi m of olflh nelghbors ¥ORTH WasT—4 FOVEL MRTEOD OF BUMING |3 iUl S Tl u;?ﬂtt“ very Rrea
E ralan - my visdt rOE, d the houses are ot the plan
IT8 CHEAP LANDS, 1 Besido the work done on his I:rm,, L.rh.a to e A e n

3 i shown in the accompanying cut, which repre-
ﬂeeﬂmbm_g humu' mk&wmm%ugm% presenty & partly completad house of the most
i t conxiderstion, espacially to the first | commmon sixs, twenty-Tour by twenty feet. The
sottlers ; and perhaps soms readers of the Wi | frame comaists of two sills and two plates, each
; ay bavte & curiosity to fearu something ; twenty-four fest long, and a4 many move cf
m‘.m nbautm the way bouses and fenoces are baflt truity feat lon%; alno t;l%ht po:xt:r::in gei%’c:::gt

: = tes and posts being »q
la Manitoha §ndﬂn North-Wost Tl s i_:cge:_- acnﬁ d’o-’%t Y th.,bg:t
wood, tha Bad River at Bt | seven {eet lomg, standing upright above the cen-
o %yl o i A et b £yl A s rldge-paa,
s quarry from which large qaantities | which is weually & round stick of the same length

eaton bailding parposes, the boilding, and five or six inches in dinwme-
'Itll;l: lom: coeld be got for t.:r. Newr olf:h end of the ridgepole thers i

i own bread, cook his e, and
Although the vardons reserves havs wash him own clothes. Awthe Omz:.ﬂhaﬁn

monoporrred
& very Iarge amonunt of good lands, yet there fa on the lins of the Canads Pacific Railway wiil
plenty left for the most fastidions mettler to be located within two milea of Mr, Curran's farm
choose from, Thote who prefer a level !tui].lbenrﬂu.&bh[;topertyhthmor

pralris can get it here without an perceptible | four years, I am oIy to that
unennnm;aonhoi.[lrollingpnﬁk{’ 4 4 "

& brashy grest meny of the [armers’ sous who went ta ths .
mk, s partlally wooded or entirely woodsd | North. Weat lsat sprig have not done half as
Are wanted, there is an abundast supply of | wall ag the Montreal clerk did, pot but they had
esch from which to select & homestesd costing sbilitymmgh,bntﬂ:ty fritterad awny their Ume
only §10 for 160 scres of better land than can bs aod spent thetr monwy, looking over the whals

ot in the Esatern provinoe for love or . | conntry befors they would ¢ down, and sven
The emaller cost and greater speed 'l;-mch then, maay of th?m did not -etm'P!;m!incd to »
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placed s braos [the only brace in the wholebuiid-
log) to prevent it sagging out or in, end ways,
the building logs when. pot in theic plase brac-
ing ft sufficlently towards the aides, AH the
posts have grooves, ahoot bwo Liches wide and
usarly ax many deep, mortised along the cenirs

of two of their pides the entire lengih, to ve-
osiva a two ioch tenon made on the ends of the
logm which Sorm the walla of the bailding.

Thess filling liga are, when large enough, |- :

hewed on two sides, but in rome cases
they rre wisrely round yoles, with the cracks
between them plautered with kme mortar, or
clay if lHwe fw scurce. The bogs foeminf the
gable endn {inve & tendon only on the end next to
the centra posta, tha other ends baing cat alant-
fog to rult the pitch of the roof ; and these slunt-
ing ends rire alway pinned together, and to the
end platea, with wooSuu pioa, The roof consists
of emall round poles, considerably smaller than
ra{ters, nnd placad ke rafters, but closs togeth.
er, frum the sids platea to the rdge-pols, as
thown in the cut, swhere 5 fow of thess poles are
placed ju poriticn. Bometimes the roof  com-
pleted by placing = layer of wild hay over ths

mafters, sod above all » layer of for the
double purposa of kesping oot the cold In winter
snd preventing the wind from the hay

ocovering away, These soddy kay roofs wre un-

THRE THATCHING 15 DONE

sa follows : All the larger crevices hetwesn ta
raftars are Glled np with small splits of wood,
kept in position with uafls, The fimures are
then all filled with nortar, when the thateh i
placed in position, each layer 1ecelviog a coating
of mortar on 1be upper end a4 Lhe work procesds
to hold it fast in fte plase, sud the whole is top-
ped with & heavy layer of mortar fa place of the
ridge-board, Clay s often ased tnatead of the
mortar bst {t ix mot nearly mo good, rs when it
geis dry it keeps dosting down through the raft-
erd, expacinlly whea there i high winds, making
it very nocomfortable for (bs people heneath. ea-
peclally jor those who slsep with their mouths
open.

In rowe of ths large open prairies towsrds
the south-weat corner of Manitoba, thers are =
good many

DWALLYNG-HOUSF BUILT WITH S0DE.

A frame, resembling ths ome in the cut, bt
first made, ocnly there are no &ills required, the

Fia. 3 Fia. 4

eods of the posta being Inserted about two feet
into the ground mehm.ttamptm‘g
squaring the posta or platee, which do not re-

o Fer B ) Wi oot b i by S
. er which
cemfortable in wet weather, a1 they leak far | oocht to be grooved and tomgned. Tb’;ﬂ:.nt,
more than s good for the health o bappiness of | which need not a1
Most oql

tho inhabitants
places ix done with th

of the roofing In the | materls], and

country

the
efther atraw | wide up to tha rool

" of cotton sheets, The Mennonites make )

- _more, while if the settler wiahed to have more

. h{l » houses hare been brilt with very little

LETTERS OF

thick ke pastel !
t-inn lt)::gﬂ:buu being to 1{)::&1:1;!15
whole air tight A fleor boards can b
fesired, but the greater namber of tl:\eg i
the naw settiements haye no wooden Soors, 4
the partitions, whers thers are any, Ar6 mad

VEAT NICE YARTITIONS
with sun-dried brick snd whitewsahed with

lime. The cost of the kind of house which I

aod of the erdinary
have, bere “mb}ﬁgr Teet Inelde, with side

ealia eigh?faet bigh, sad four feek plteh of roof,
u about aa follows: ] .
Bonrds for walls 850 feet, at 828 per ...

50
§ “dr 850 fest, at$30 per M. ... - 19
B e e, 500 Teot, at $28 pet AL 1400
Paper Hoing, wiudows apd dOOF. cccunann- d
Voat Of HIIME e oeneearnmo e cmmmman e

40.00

Twerty deys’ labor in bailding, at 23 per
: 8.00

f the country and st some ses-
nl::v:??il: ]l:‘rr :’be coat of drawlog the materis)
to the piace needed would probably exceed $50

wnldml:kahilhauntwo_br

aboal sking & total of about $220in ali,
phord o the soun tryvhom timber is plenti-

outls; their owners. The hoaves in
b ey by e L ehiogled, the shingles
oosting t $6 per 1.000. The stables are
often very temporary sffulrs with four walls
bullt with poles and platered with mud The
roof 1s also formead of on the top of whichs
largn quantity of wi hay or straw baa been
Tad. straw in Iaree goantitde: Is
:ﬂsdnﬂomsndmmdthcmﬂmwthﬂthq

.
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*HE FENCIS IN THR NORTH WIST

ore varied than even the houses, but the
g-?oummon kind ts the xig-zag rail fenos, lika
tha grester nart of the lences in the enstern pro-
vinces, but with the angles more obtnse, ard
haring npright plekets at each corner {see figure
1). For the cost of this kind of fence ase n for-
mer lotter dated May 2. The pickets are wrually
of tamarss or oak, as poplar rots too readily
pear the ground. The plckets are bound to-
gether in two or three plsces with withes, ;Flg_
2) which also serve to hold op the eands of the
fence poles to the proper height, when they are
very wmall, or when less than elx poles are.
ased al,
In li?g-\:::!i ?;ou about five inches in dlamete
in usad baving three notches cnt in the side Sm
figure 4 }, to support the ends of tha fence po u‘!
which ars also flattened at the enls and naile
to the poat with very large nalls ; sometimes
they are pinned with oak pios. This fence kespe
ous cabtls very well, but pigs aod sheep havs no
diffienlty in g snch & barrier,
In some ont o!BRtebd R‘;:ierhf'[: nwhfar;

presented in , the upright pos o
;: ::mm fire orf:ﬁritnchel in dismeter, having
fve twoinch suger boles bored through thew,
into which are fitted the emds of small tamarss
or spruse poles. This forms & good fence and
very sy Detrizal,’but can only be nsed to sdvan.
tage in places where ymall tamarse or spruce s
plentifal, All these fences hure panels of about
twelve feet in length, but in tight-stravg wirm
fenoes the posts are from twenty to thirty fect
apart, with from two to six strands ol wire fas-
tened to their nides..

Fic 6.

- Pigure § represents the kind of wire fenre
which [ believe to be the chespest 58 well as tha
best kind of wire fence. The posts are first
olaced o their proper podition, then two or three
{urrows are turned up with a plough on each side
and the furrows thrown up 1o the line of fence,
and on the cutalde ‘s modeeately-pized ditch is
made, the enrth frora which #1 siso piled up in
tha lize of fences, Two or thres {one of
them barbed) are then strung on the posts and
thes whole is completed at a total cost of about
four ornta per running foot or elxty.five oenta
per rod.  'Wire fencea withont any ditch are den-
gedous to horses, which rometimes ron

resermbis large straw stacks with & door placed
on one tide.

sgaloet them avd ars badly hert,
Before learing this subject let me etate bow
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pocts fnto the olayey eofl | Parents who have lsrge famflies of emall chil. " theaply In the Cansdisn North-West than In any | abcot the beginning of Avgust, o later if they
p:z:::h ‘\"n;itt&“?e:? d'li.[i'br:nmd ot the ];oyd or | dren had better not go West until lul:a O!dtz.h otherpyut of the globe that I have heard of, and | wish, when the Wn:u.rn jcmrueywm b.u
ol :h-ﬂm‘wd"hﬁz?nﬁ"bgﬂ:hu Ohidm?gm::o?l?h:ﬁ:lmglorthhm: . :;h:::‘bodmaw!thoutthdpbdngu mied 'il\hlsrl;thrmemd ars, and with constd-
plcket i tor rafres {t np » | competent portl ] from each other. erabls lipw ex husband father
mm‘ﬁe m it down with sl his | In the form of §1,000 °l‘“P;1'¥d in cash, to en, There are a grest man farmers In the Esstarh thememwbﬂol:;:.;;hudmm::ip.mh‘:
!Tmon the t where it is destined to stand. |able them ”"“uﬁfmdﬁ Orbbl!";tt onoce, Provinces who own small or farms, whero | to receive them. *
1t is then d out and forcibly stuck Into the | - Peopls of a fi - s cbhmg:;I :u . their courags hae becowne low, owing bo Shels bave Exoepllnﬂ.-'hﬂanm};q-o[ persons
ssma hole until it has reached & depth of abont » | ton, ahould not “;l m:ner ) & m Ing no prospecta of anything bat hard work and:{together, po that thelr axtrs luggage cap E’
foot and a half when ft is altowed to remain, ua- | tobs, for they will nof ":;d ‘}‘ E“ ] - ) hatd times whils they continue in their present |loaded In one or more cars snd sent dfreet!
distarbed by frosts, which o not upheave porta | snough to ket fally recorered Bimen, bl sdtustion, whose oourags 'g;ld:hd; and whose through to Manitoba, it in not good to take muck
eastern provinoes, so prospects woeuld hten eir * rialog” at | extra luggmge, re it alsg t stroeg
ﬁ.;e‘j;'rl:k:: i*ih ;:nt in ;h,pgmd ii: ;t -t:-;lgl: x‘:]:::l:r all ;n;r :;ﬂ:'!m:;elle:g:rt ]:llglirhsrrinlﬂh; i):ug tht;m out of thelr p;umt Tocations, mdhkf boxes, 1:::1 um 150 lba. in wughgl'n mdlﬁ?n thex
row, wiil coptinne jost an they were left at firs wiahmthtl.ho' h‘dn"amm“ommmmw““ 'Y most direct and spoedy routs to any of | s secured t theymberudiiyopgn.d for
until they rot down. When the haa 1 alth hy‘thlulc- thas & yesr afterward the following places, viz, Oak River, Bird Tail Inspection by Custem Honge «ffivials, Txke a
ard, the plunter carries | all, ongh wi ¥ Creek, Pelican Lake, or Tortle Moonts, supply of clothing snd bed
Es?ﬂmﬁﬂ p‘fl‘ila'(lw-term acap. The aharp | they wonld on nt::;t no mocount return to live : ersonstronhled with rheumatism, Hver or | fow mgfnfa’. tools, mmmﬂlzmm
end of the post fa first stuck into the spot where | at tha old homes . mont ter {n Dot fung complaints, will find that a reeidenos ou the ﬁrtnh'eryltmantbewqolbogu‘sum
it ie to stacd mod then withdrawn, leaviog & ‘Y" u]Tm';bHo::ad h uldch"owidWInni bigh lands west of the Rad River valley will | chosmaker to make you s palr of long boots, with
small rquare sharp peinted hole, into which a | alresdy s den of rattleanakes for. althomst do them more good in relisving their complaints [ long, broad mdmmu,mfuum
small cup of water hmed to be %ﬂr :::q“: a mocl.l el]l:mf; cx:e]nlent.p::bl- l{ﬁg 'lhmimhr{ng shem to good bealth sgaln, thaa if | they nhovdgnlfof 5iving way at the toes, tack
1 , d M s ey any or m & tos-cap of shagoap g
R e e = AR S b e
poat Is followed by another cup of water, aund | good sa to count & r:; “ﬂnl apﬂ- ) ALL OF THR PATERT MEUICINES oot Weet.
the watsring prodding procem is continued untll | anca and lucivioumem, which provails to an i | Gst the following dlahes for owe by the way,
the port bae got down ta Its proper depth with- |alarming extent, even nmu:og l'lmlttll h ig adrertissd o religloos weekly papers In the even it you have other dishes wd *
oulthaddoﬁlplde or post aoger. positions. T have reason oAt tuat roany United Htates sod Canada. your luggsge: A tin can for pack mﬂ i
young men have been sent by their fond parents . Persona having an inctination to epecnlate In [ 100 ong with you for drinki c"_nd"h" &
to pash thelr fortunes in this country, but never real estate will find ample #oope to exerclee thaiz [ por S in plaoes where §0od ager 1n I
o% To mtw mrtrops— | TeRS beyond Winnipeg, where they fell among talents, and grow rich, too, st the expenss of | Lo i1 it pail, with s Ld on ft, for loncba,.
IN CONCLUEION—ADYVI LD . Eatern taxpayars, by dealing in land scrip, half- water ; one or more Hn buﬂ.ing.
WHO AHOULD BTAT AT HOME-—WHO BHO A WOREE CLASS OF TREIEVES ) broed reservos, rallway rosarves, ko LF thels Tin oas wae or more t drinking cupe; a small
G0 TO THR NOETH WEST—WHEX 10 40— the ) moana and thelr aspiratioos are not large, they Mm?llb:;fmhol?!:g]sem“whu.’
HOW T0 GO. . than those who, of robbegomd;-onndad he ca do & good buudner in & sn.all way, by bowe | ohioen: by mﬂl;ln anlfadq ad and other pro-
818, —I know there is great difSculty in glving | fraveller ;‘é‘: o504 Toeing thcks - ooamatem to steading and pre-smpting Lands, which they have | Lave "' botled or rossted
" adrice which will not lead to disappointmest, if um‘mdl i .loto!Wutemsto:iym and no intentlon of settling upen, aod altarward 1t'is nob beat to take
rob {ll-will, on the part of some who msy take morall,hn“ sturned to tell of thelr imaginary selling thelr “claims™ to others at s good profit,
it. The dupositions sod clrcumstanies of peoplo | $Lac% phracs. returmed ko evil Toport 8beat thoy as certaln emismat divloes have slresdy doae, to LIvE arocx
are 30 varied that what might iead to the yery hﬁ:‘“’“’m ;lthg  th 'f:" vory littla my cartaln knowlsdge. Bat allow me to saya excepk there are sufficient to make up & oarioad.
beat results in one case might lead to dlesppolat- | ¥ tb""m““tﬁmh"o‘?m g"j’d River ¥ * qulet word or two by way of cantion :— I have known some parscus, who took haif s car-
ment and dizaster {n another ; ar, to spply to au m‘iw 3 scarcely advise thoss who think them- First, —Don’¢ {ovest largely In resl estate In | Joad of horses and the reat of the load conatsted
cld proverb, ** What may be sauce for ths %Dm‘ solves to be well encugh where they are to re- #ad aroand Winnipeg, aa it i already overdons | of farming implements aod other [nggage hoxad
may not be mance for the gander.” As I like m.:,r'h they are 80 well off, foc they will there, and! yoo might seraken some sping morn- np‘;buttheyhndmudimohnyinmm :
ﬂw}; to treat the worst casen first, T will now | ‘,ﬁ;megdu told; but the number of ing to find that m conalderable portion of yonr | frontiers, - :
briefly refer to the clames and conditions of men l:chnountmted ol i: E;:,glhh- ing coan- peroperty, and nearly dl{:u: bright prospects, |' T wonld pot adrise aay coe to take horses
who abonld not settle in the Canadixn North- tries is o amall, that it matters littls Whether » were fliating toward the North Pole . along with theen, thay are moderate u,
VWest, at leant for some years to come. they g0 or;hy.' _p%fm?hl??;ma pm o very hardy horl? hen di:\ere are p namber of
. perty esdiona : + | permona going ,
ornee sercess o Sareg o sk sbont ey Smenof pee o miniery s e oo ol aban | e o, 8, om0y, 1€ might b o
ahonld remain st Ottaws nntil their appoict. rmhm::g say & few words to thoss who are caled stocies which I heard about the specalative of the lumber districts of Minnesots or
ments have been gacetted, befora gotug to the | U I TP AT L NPT TR LT O A Sowoge of prolessional guntlemen in the North- | Wisooesin, although the N P. b not fersate .
North.- West, for their chances of securing situa- that try. Firt—Young men whoss patri- West, would serpeise the stock lsad specn- | to such tranesctions, After Wi or Emerson
tions will diminish in about the inverse ratio of m;thm i in brain or muscalar deve Litorw aboot Montreal, and it 0 happeos, cape- ix reached, no time whould be lost securing a
the rquare of their distance from the Capital, Iopment, are more likely ko sncosed In the North- ciliy In the case of & well known » Lhat [ palr of oxsn and waguon, or better still, two Red
becanes of the extreme selfishness of moet of | ' "~ any other place that I know of, 1f tha victlm finds et that he is Aseced befors he Riru‘mb,nlmuohhudarloadmbednwn
Manitoba's te tatives at Ottawa, who bave they arw willing to work and * roegh 1" for nd}ykmw:whmhnn&,dq. theshears, Foc | over soft roads by a pair of oxen when esch is
30 many ou]ﬂ»irmm axes to aharpen on the | 5 which Jatter term means being de- toe make of our common Christianity, and the barneesed {n & cart, than if they wern hitched to-
Government grindstone that they cannot abbend | Ly {00 oo nadtony house, dalaty food, snd hanar of Hie name, who said, ** Yo caznot sarve | gether to a waggon, Taks a long rope aloag
to thé axes of their coustituenta. social e joyments of varlous Hods which can be God and Mammon,” I hope that no mare spemn- with you il thers are soft sloughs to ba crossd.
8irong party men need not go West unless |, 0ol Ttiied covntefes, If wach a latively misdonaries will be sent to |and when your team gets stuck in the we §
they ars prepared to maks * Maoitoba Fimt™| o o e o e ke bodied with this part of our Dominiom. - places, uhitch the whipple trees and drive the
their chlef ory, no matter what thair thoughta | i 00 B, R R0 Bt ke bodiec wlih irow for & fsw words about the best tme for | team abesd until salid footing ie reached, aod
may beon that rabject. - 50 tims befors getting ® sultabls mate), the welag to the North-Woeet, preparations for the | then with the long rope j dn the whippls troes to
Cletks snd genteel people generally, who hats mﬂ&h!nswtﬂfwﬂbﬂﬂ-ne-wﬂlmmn-vw jxlu:y. &3  Ercept when some of the mem- the end of the waggon. pal when your team will
manusl Iabor and everything eles thoy xmpposed | | o0 S YLl 40 thay 1t matters yery bacs ol the tamily are not vecy atrong, draw out a much ha-ﬂa:'load than they other
10 be tainted with vulgerity, will find pothing uﬁ..mg.mm.mmm- of YHN MIDDLE OF MazOH wizo oould, and with moch lees risk of siralning
oongenlal in the North- West.. farm wotk or not, as the mode of farming is o - m“*-'-&zﬂﬂdmvhmvmpmm-
Gregariomly disposed will be come different in this conntey that i1 about the best thne to start, &8 you can pro- eotly Iojored last anmmer by drawing losded
loomoms when npusm from thelr * coed westward from Winnipag to your Jestina- wagions through Manituba mod, for Iack of this
neighborn, aa Is generally the case, ewpedially in | ypvony puyroxawrs GENRRALLY DO BERTTEX AY ton befure the breaking np of sleighing, mad precantion. Iltheroad.-mbad,luvg.ux:m
the new settlements in the North-West. FIKNT srea should the show be gone, the ica |son or Winnlpeg, all yoor age that can
Peacple who have pamed the middie of Lfe, Cutaris il continne In tha woft places uatil about the be wpared, an take only wnch things ns are
whats habits and modes of liring hare bacome | than the sons of b::m. o 10:h of April, greatly tacilitatiog the pammze of likely to be reqalred for Immediate awe.
1 ad batier remal which I nrzpt :hﬁdrm.b‘?hqmdl;h;mﬂ:f:mﬁhﬂ thew; m -‘ omm It tho “'mld“'-ﬂ Afierward, w b the romds wre guod, ym
in some exceptional cases, to e ¢ : “are not very rx!rh?r oan retarn and bai the rest of your stuff.
m“m&fmﬂ. on thair owa book mmch mors expeditiomly and » buster for thetn 4o remade at thalr old homs onti} Somapeoplemiumgth?h.bj:ozmy farras




_pear the Red River, or Portag

. this kind of land nesr Pslican Laks avd the Fur-

. . S ’ J'
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o LaPrairiafor
the first yeur after coming to the North-Weet 5

put Ido pot think it s plan, onless you fo: |
thas locality, fn which

care it will give you ample tima ta look around,
pretty farms baving ex-
tremely rich poll, which esn, be bought coa the
river tronts, but for myself, I would prefer golng
to the : T
HICHER AND MORE HEALTHT LAFDS

toward the west, A person who prefrrs Hine
bered lan’s can wet wbab he wants Bear, the
Ridiog Mountaln, If part Hmbered and part
pralrie js-wanted, mesy Osk River of Bird Tsil
Creck will be the best aod most conrenient place
te go to, although there {a & large &momnt of

tle Morats ; bat |t is likely that it will be some’
time belore railway commuuication is -opened
to thess places. There in also & large amount of
bare peairie laads of good quality lying between
Polioan Lake and Tartle Mounta, Thers are
vome very wuitable places for stock-ralsing at
vaciona points along the Asslnfbolne, from th
heundary of Manitobs westward, but tha best
locallties for producing hay are o the Provines
of Afanitoba, espscially mear Iake Manitobs,
Boyne, Sole ana Rosseat rivers. -

>

‘the Beaty Lins, between Sarnia and Duluth,

_proper order 00 board. The ** Quehec,” on which

- Tue ExD. -

RUSTICUS. ¢
If you chooss to go to Masitobs in sumrer
time T think - :

“a§R 1AXE R0UTH 18 OHIATEST AND BEST,

pat if you tako mwy advics, asd the advics of 2
good mavy otiers, you will avold the bosts of

antll zheuinmpﬁat.aﬂ think ft to provide better
ation for -pecond-olaks pamsengers, and
also emplny -respdctable officers to maiotain

I came from Duluth to Rarnis, du n safe boat to
wall on, Bo.far as storme are oconoerned, and
1 believe C?tﬂn Anderson _to be s pool
aavigator, . sud & gentleman, bot bl Hoe
fn stormy weather, is faken up toc much
{n, salling the bost_ leaving the paseengers to the
cars of the other afficerd, whose conduct and con-
cersation om some ocoasions were far from proper,
where unprotucted females were among Lo par-
mepgery; and 1 might sdd, rcarcely fit to ba re-
geat&;d inw reap:lchblo paper. The amu:}::m;:insé
on for vecond clae ia not of the ki
wh!ch shonld rsvnli ins mizsd cotnmnulity,
and mnch behind the rival American lines,
which I m1d§nth:miu if T wers going with my
family to the North- West, which I hope to do
before many years. - !

.
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