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Foreword by Fur
Trade Commissioner
Nl issues of the Bearer are good, but 1
< am particularly proud of this number,
all the articles in whieh have been

tributed by members of our Fur Trade suaff,
I hope the readers will enjoy the stories,

which are told in simple langusge by ordin-
ary men, dealing with matters which they
hinve encountered and are eneountering
daily in carrving out their regular duties.
Rightly or wrangly, we sre inclined (o look
on the Beaper ns predominantly a Fur Trade
pubilication, but sometimes recently 1 have
felt aur men were losing their rightful place
as the prineipal contributors. It s
vratifviong Lo me to see the Fur Trade men
onee more to the fore and 1 want all Fur

Traders to remember that we want more

very

le'lil'l"h fl'lr I_”""—(' 15811 €5, 'I‘il"r" i-' no lll""l to
bie bashiul about the materinl vou contrib-
ute, If it 05 not considered up to serateh it
will nor be published, and af vour story is
li:l.~~'!'\f by the editor then the aathor need
hove no doubt s 1o it being worthy

The feature article o this number is by
William denling with the tragie
Franklin expedition. No one 18 better guali-
fied than Mr. Gibson to tell thie story, as,

Gibson,

besides having made a close study of it, he
15 the muan who is cesponsible for buildiae up
the Company’'s trade in King Willinm Land
and knows that eountry hke a book.

Jo\

ruary,” tells how the great problem of fur

Anderson's article, *"Beaver Sane-

conservation s being et o his distriet. The
“futher” of the Rupert’s House sanctuary,
8.C6

wtorv of life in the service in Labrudor dis-

however, 18 J Watt, whose splendid

trict also appears in this 1ssue
R. 1.

how men meet and overcome their difieulties

G, Bonmyesstle tells a good story of

i the Arctie where stupyvard and maechine
shop faeilities are non-existent.

R. . Chesshire describes one of the most
impaortant developments i the Fur Trade
for & leng time: the establishment of our Ap-
prentice Tramming School in Winnipeg

Read all the=e and the stories by Joko
Ross,

wre all mteresting,

Bartleman, Ceorge Anderson, H. N
and J. R, Patience. Thes
R. N
lent, and our enyoyment of them 15 tinged

Hourde's pietures, as ususl, are excel-

with sndness that sueh o pronusing voung
life should have been nipped in the bud
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Why the LoonWalks Crooked

By I. R. PATIENCE, Supenor-Huron District

This story was told by an Indian friend. Nin-a-ba-sou is Cree for Whisky-Jack.
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U'R old friend Nin-a-ba-sou was walking heside a beautiful lake one

lavely day 1n the early fall. Many of the water birds were swimming

abott on the lake. and one of them, seeing Nin-a-ha-sou. and notic-
ing o strange bundle on his back, beeame vory curious. ""Nin-a-ba-sou, what
1 1 that bundle vou are carryving?” “*These are my songs,”” was the reply.
“Would you sing us yeur songs?"" asked the water bird. I would be very
elud to," answered our friend. “But first I must build a suitable wigwam, so
that | mayv be able to entertain all of you. While | am doimng so. you hurry
away and invite all the birds and dueks to my new wigwam, where we will
all dunce and sing and have a great feast.””

So Nin-a-ha-sou went into the woods to eut down the poles for his
wigwan. When he had all that he needed, he gathered some tamarae fbres,
which he made mto nooses and secreted nnder his belt. Soon he had his
wigwam finished. [t was quite large, with o door facing the lake and an
n[!('llilllf in the roof.

By this time all the guests were assembled, and Nin-a-ba-sou waleomed
them into his new home. The dancing began, aud he asked them 1o danee
towards the door with their eves shut while he entertgined them with his
song=. This they all obediently did, and as they danced he sang.

Among the guests was an mntelligent and eurious bird called the Loon.
He was very alert Lo strange noises, and he imagined that, above the slight
driumming sound caused by the dancing and the voice of their host, there
was unmistakably another sound, asif a bird were ehoking, To satisfy his
curiosity. he opened one of his eyes a little bhit, and mueh to his horror saw
Nin-a-ba-sou cholking his guests with nooses, one at a time, and leaving
them in a heap on the floor. He shouted an alarm, ""Nin-a-ba-sou i choking
us, and immediately all the birds who were stull alive lew up through the
opening in the roof of the wigwam Lo safety,

Mr. Loon himself, who could not rise without a strong wind, ran to the
door and made for the Inke at full speed, Nin-a-ba-sou. very much vexed at
the thwarting of his little scheme, pursued him, determined Lo vent his
wrath on the eulprit who had given the alorm. The Loon was just about 1o
enter the lnke when his pursuer caught up to him, giving him a kick which
knocked him spinning mto the luke and sent his legs backward. He ex-
claimed, “You raseal, 'l get even with vou." And he did, because the
Loon now walks erooked from the result of this kick by Nin-u-ba-sot.



THE HBC PACKET

N Apml, while the Franklin story was bemg pre-

pared for publication. a letter arrived [rom Gjoa

Haven, King Wilham Land., Eastern Arctic, en-
closing two more relies of the Franklin expedition.
The letter 12 from l.. A. Learmonth, post manager at
Cyon Haven, and was written on 1=t Octobier, 10936

1 faney vou will be interesied to receirve enclosed
relics of that final attempt of Sir John Franklin's to
conguter the Narth-West Passage, a George 11T half
crown and an old time ivory salor button, They were
unearthed by a sharp eved Eskimo boy ealled Pootogo
close to several of the lost expedition skeletons dis-
covered =o recently as August of this vear by M. D. G
Sturrock and myself near Tiker-an-i-you (erooked
finger), s pomnt of land fifteen mles or thercabout
west of Starvation Cove on Adelaide Pemnsula, and
whieh thoroughly deserves its narme both from its
shape and in the rather sinister sense of 1ts helonging
to the evil untimely hand of & Tate whieh reached out
and destroyed every man of the expedition. Anyway
it would seem that at least half of the personnel must
have perished on it, or at mtervals along the fearfully
late aslands
Iying eloze mshore mmediately to the east and west
of 1t.

“Owing to the fuilnre of the Westernt Aretie Trans-
port to gel through to Kimg William Land durving the
past season the proper establishment of Fort Ross has
had to be postponed until next vear. But this falure
will not, | hope, prevent me keeping my promise to
obhtain for vou the tirst photographs= ever taken of the
extreme northern Gp of this contiment, and of Bellot
Strait, though vou will have to wait o httle longer
than vou maght have had to.”

desalate sea coast, amd even more des

Another letter from Kimg William Land i1s of un-
usual mterest and we quote at length from it because
1t recounts a world of absorbing hobby interest and
tells something of the changing way of life 1o the not-
sa-remote North.

“Being an apprentiee i the service of the Hudson's
Bay Company and also operator of their wireless
station CZ2L. for which mx own amateur eall letters
are VESLD., I take liberty i writing to yvou.

“In May 1934, before 1 came north, 1 was kept busy
night | day buildiog this station, with the able
assistance of Mr. C. Hitchon, a Winnipegz amateur ane
radio service man. for the Hudson's Bay Company
Neither of us knew anyihing of radio conditions in the
Arctie, but the station had to be mexpenzive, of low
power operated by "B batteries and eflicient. Since
that time CZ2L-VESLD has been kept 11 almost con-
tinuotis operation. and the results obtained have lar
surpassed our wildesi expectations,

“During the summer of 1934 at Tuktovaktuk. and
whiie that post was being built. the station was malk-
ing daily contaets with the R €. €. S, station at Ak-
Invik and messages were handled daily. From Tukto-
valktulk VESLD wias in two-way communication with
V22X U Australia, J2IHT Japan, WI0OXDA the Mor-
rissey schooner then in Melville Bay. Greenland, and
alzo Nr. CC, Hitehon, VE4AE Winnipeg, besides a few
other Canadian and also American amateur stations.

VGSR, the R, €. M. Police boat St Rock. was kept in
touch with on her wuy from Herschel Island to Cop-
permine and back to Hersehel on her voyage out to
Vancouver

I the fall of 1931 I was sent to Cambridege Bay on
the Company's schooner Forf James and was at Cam-
Lrilge Bay one vear, during wlueh time a bi-weekly
schedule was kept with the Canadian Government
radio station VVBK at Coppermine, and the settlements
“raffic” was handled without charge. A weekly schedule
was also kept up during the winter with VESMA. The
Roman Catholie mission hoal Qur Lady of Lowde
then wintering at Letty Harbour, and also VESOA at
Camsell River, Aklavik wore also "worked'. My preatest
thrill from radio al Cambridge Bay was from a ¢hat
one evening with DIBAR i Germany. A few Ameri-
can and Canadian radio amateurs were also *worked,”
and Winnipeg was ¢ontacted live times

“August 1935 found me aboard the Company's
schooner Akfaeik on my way 1o King Willinm Island

that spot on the map whicl is the scene of the great-
el tragedy in Arcetice history. Here again the antenna
for CZ2L and VESLD was raised and signals were
tlashed ont from these came zhores where, less than a
century ago, Sir John Frankhn's party began their
fateful march.

“Here at Gjoa Haven, as at previous posts, 1 find
bt hittle ttime to ‘o on the air’ and am seldom on the
‘amateur bands.” A bi-weekly schedule with VBK at
Coppermine and VGSR, the 8¢ Roch, now wintering
at Cannbridge Bayv, is however observed. Last year 1
managed to contael GIGY W in Belfast, lreland, and
was able to send n short message from the Inspector
FLBC, WAL Dist, to s father, who lives (ifty nales
from Belfast. 1 have sinee received a card from G16-
YW and he assures me that the lnspeclor’s message
was delivered. Sinee that time VIESLD has heen in
two-way communieation with three radio amateurs
France (FSK1E, FSFIK near Menzen, and F3AD near
Narnites) besides several on this Continent,

“1e s interesting 1o note that VGSR and CZ2L
have played two games of chess over the air this vear
Hopime to hear from von at vour ¢convenience, Y ours
fatthfully, D. G. Sternocer.”

“The Northland is thus peculiarly Canadian. <
The effect of the North on the Canadian individuality
1s noteworthy. lis importance hes less i tls economie
value than in what one may term its mystic appeal
Many countries  and they are to be envied —possess
i one direction or another a window which opens out
on to the inlimte—on to the potential future. The open
sky thus becomes part of their frontier, and to them it
acquires a svmbolical, almost a spiritual significance.
! In South Africa. in the heroie days of Ceecil
Rhodes, 1t was the North. . In Canada the
frontier which abounds 1n poetry and latent hopes is
less 1 the West, as in the United States, than in the
Northwest, or simply the North. Yet the North s al-
wayvs Lhere like a presence; it 1s the background of the
picture without which Canada would not be Canada ™

Canada. by Andre Sieglried (Jonathon Cape Lon-
don. 19371









JHEN the Nonsueh wintered at Rupert’s House,
or Fort Charles as 1t was then ecalled, n
1G66X3-64. it returned to London in the fol-
lowing vear loaded 1o eapacity with furs, consisting
mostly of beaver skins. At one time the beaver inhab-
ited the greater portion of the North Ameriean con-
tinent, and i the early days of the fur trade 11 was the
staple article of bartor and exchange. The advance of
civilization, the extension of trapping activilies on i
commercial basis by both whites and lodians, and the
opening up of the country for farming, mining and
lishery activities have all tended 1o deplete the supply
of this very staple fur ammal.

[t 1= o curtous faet that, while beaver respond readily
to conservation methods, 1t 15 also one of the fur bear-
ers casiesl to exterminate by too intensive trapping.
Although the beaver have never been so searce as al
the present, nevertheless thronghout s vast terr-
tories the Hudsons Bay Company has experienced
periods of scarceity 1n the past, and 1t 15 on record that
at the Council of Rupert's Land just one hundred
veirs ago the Yollowing resolution was adopted by the
Fur Trade exeeutives of that date:

“That all Gentlemen 1n charge of Ihstriets and
Posts, except such as are exposed to opposition. exert
thoir utmost influence i discouraging the hunting of
Cub Beaver and of Beaver ont of season, and that no
Beaver traps or springs be issued from the Depot of
York, except for sale to the Piegan Indians, or those
lnimting foxes on the const: and from the Depot of
Moose only for Lake Huron Distriet, the Posts along
Lake Superior, and to the Indians who hunt foxes on
the Bay side:; and that i any ense where an unnsual
proportion of cub or unseasoned Beaver appears, the
same to be particularly represented by the Gentlemen
superintending the Fur Stores. to the Governor and
Counetl, for the informaton of the Honourable om-
mittee.”

In our own hime, however, the prineipal eause of the
present scarcity of beaver has been intensive trappng
following hoom prices 1 the period 1922-1929. During
thiz time not only were white irappers pressing far-
ther and rarther north, but the native Indians were
stuzeeptible to mmflationary influenees just as were the
white men. 'rged on by the Inre of ever advancing
prices, they folt compelled 1o extend and increase their
trappnge activities, and the enmulative effect of this
was the greatly depleted natural supply of bheuver.
\While this phenomenon in the past decade has given
us much concern, calm reflection leads us to consuler
that we should be in no wav surpmsed. After all,
uatural resources of any kind do not last indetinitely.
Take, for mstance, land, fishernes and lumber re-
sonrees. These are all subject to more or less rapid de-
pletion, and while the supply of raw furs is in a some-
what different category. nevertheless they, too, are
zubject 1o depletion 1 the course of centuries. The

8

HE Company’'s first modern beaver sanctuary was established at
Rupert's House on James Bay in 1931. The Charlton Island sanctu-
ary, which was originally established by the Company in 1851, was
reopened in 1934 by the Federal Government in co-operation with
the Hudson's Bay Company. The third and most recent conser-
vation scheme is a sanctuary at Agamiski Island, started in 1933.

supply of raw furs has probably held up better nnder
commercial exploitation than any other of our natural
resourees, but inevitably there comes u titne w hen con-
servation has to receive serious thought and econ-
sideration.

Now, while fur farming of foxes and some other fur
animals is probably an eminently feasible commercial
possibility. the beaver, we think, 1s not susceptible to
mtensive fur farming methods. The best scientific -
formation gathered in the United States indicates that
it takes one acre of land to support one beaver, and
our own experience we know that a relatively small
beaver colony will destroy a tremendous amount of
timber and willows 1 the process of procuring food.

Rupert’s Flouse post, at the southern end of Jumes z
Bayv. witnessed the birth of the Company's fur trade in
Canada, and the trade in that area alwavs depended
more on the beaver than on any other elass of fur. It
wius here that the growing searcity was very severely
felt, for we have 1o keep i mind that not only does the
beaver provide the native with a cash income, but it
also supplies a large portion of lus meat diet. The car-
cass of a large benver will weigh from forty to fifts
pounds, and the flesh = very nutriti-
ous and carries a large amount of
fat. a very esscntinl element 1in the
cold northern chmate.

In the olden dayvs, the Cree
Indians 1 the James Bayv area
had a sy=tem of conservation of
their own. Under their ancient
tribal laws, each Indian fam-
ity had proprietary rights in
a certain section of trapping
lands. Before the mfiltration .
of eivilization to the d
North, these tribal laws
were quite rimdly en-
forced by the Indians
themszelves, and were




highly effective a= o means of conserving wild life,
particularly the heaver.

The Indian of those days was ditferent from his
white brother: his wants were not extensive and much
of his time was oceupled hunting meat. He was not in
active competition with white trappers and his trap-
ping activities were pursued wath only a froction of the
ntensity practised by white men or even Indians to-
day. All these conditions naturally opernted to con-
serve fur bearing animals. The primitive Indian family
took & vital interest in the beaver colonies an their
trapping lands, and it was natural and easy for them,
as well s very heneticinl, 1o conserve the supply., so as
1o furnish a regular immcome and a regular food supply
over the vears. The Hudson's Bay Company, in its
experience of northern fur trade, knows very well how
efficently this system worked under primitive con-
ditions, and how it not only meant an equitable dis-
tribution of food and cash mmcome for the native, hut
1 orneant relatively steady returns for the tradimge post
yenr after sear. Most other furs, and particularcly foxes
and muasgquash, are subject to quite wide fluctuations,
due to evelie periods of abundanee and scarcity. But
with the Indian svstem of bheaver conservation en-
forced, the result was that no matter to what extent
other furs might fluetuate, the Indian conld always
depend on o comparashvely steady supply of beaver.
And we all know the great henetlt resulting from o
steandy meome. whether 1t be for an Indian family. o
white family, & business organization, a provinee or
i natwon.

The northward marel of civilization, and particn-
Lirly the activities of the white teapper. geadually dis-
mtegrated the Indian trapping lands syetem. As the
old tribal laws lost their effeetiveness and the Indian

gradually lost control of
fns tribal lands, he patur-

ally tended, like the white trapper, to Kill everyvthing
in sight, because if he did not, some other trapper
would, I other words, great stretehes of ideal beaver
country became the scene of a free-for-all explottation.
As alrendy mentioned, this depletion reanched o chimax
in the years 1922-1929, and when it was all over the
red man, although not given very much 1o foresight,
had perforee 1o take stock of the beaver rescurces of
the country

This, therefore, wias the sitnation which confronted
the Company, and it eame 1o a2 head, not i u pertod
of prosperity when the financing of conservation
schiernes are easily undertaken, but i the depths of the
depression. when 1t was incumbent on all husiness or-
granizations Lo conserve their resources to the ntmost
Nevertheless, the Company had in its orgamzation
oflicers whao saw the need and the opportumty. The
Indians, too. conld see the writing on the wall, and
werae (quite coneerned, not nni}' for their own future
wellare, but for the wellare of their descendants, And
sa beaver conservation was undertaken 1o the North,
nol as a form of intensive M farming. bt as a project
adapted essentinlly to the needs and requirements of
the native Indinns.

The gaume departments of the various provineial
roverrments, and also of the Department of the
Northwest Territories were also greatly exereised over
the rapid deerense in the praduction of beaver skins
and took varous mensures to cope with the situation
some in the direetion of restricting winte trappers, and
others the fotal prohibition of heaver trapping. It
was through the co-operation of the government of the
provinee of Quehee that the Company’s first modern
beaver sanetuary was established. This comprises an

area of seven thousand square miles, the termtory
being bounded on the south by the Rupert river and on
the north by the Fast Main viver, and extending -
land for over one hundred nuoles. This is the largest,
mos=t ambittous, and most expensive of the Come-
pany s conservation plans, 1t has been m operation
now for four years, and while nothing spectacular hos
happened, 1t is nevertheless developing according to
plan. It i, of course, organtzed along hines to suit the
nevds of the undeveloped ITndian territory, the Come-
pany being under contractual obhigation with the gov-
ernment of the provinee of Quebee for the employment
as rame oardians of those Iondinns who formerly
trapped on the sanctuary. Some tifteen families of In-
dizme are mamtaaned and paid by the Company as
game guardinns, and ordinarnly every summer eight 1o
ten sturvey parties of Indians are sent out to make the
annunl chieck-up on the number of beaver lodees on the
sanetuary. In addition to all this, the manager of the
sanctuary also makes an extensive sumimoer survel
cheekmg up the worle of these Indian game guardinns.
Apart from their summer survey work, for which they
recerve supplementary remuneration. the Indian game
ruardians are nn]._\' 1‘('ql|!l'|‘|] LO eXerelse o caltionary
superviston aver the beaver. to see that strange Indians
o 1ot [)n;u-h on the sanctuary, and also to be contin-
ually on the alert to prevent forest fires, These duties,
of course, are purely of a nominal nature, becnuse
actually their remuneration as beaver puardians s in-
tended to compensate them for thewr profibited rights
in the trapping of beaver,

As time goes o and the Indians can see the resulis of
conservation, they are hecommg quite keenly interest-
wd. Continued e¢fforts are being made 16 have them
think anlong the lines of conservation, and their -
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Beaver food—water lilies so thick that paddling is difficult.

creasing interest 1s very gratilyving. prowising well for
the future. As evidence ol their interest they prepare
maps showine the locations ol the heaver lodiges, they
do a ecortain amount of reckoning and estinpiting as Lo
the inerease of beaver, and in a general way they are
looking forwarid to the very substantial benefits which
will acerte to them when, in the course of a few veuars,
it will be possible to commenee pelting heaver.

It 15 & well known fact that most wild amimals
quickly get to know when they wre in sancetuary, and
the Indians rapidly took notice of this faet, for the very
summer after the Rupert’s Honse sanciuary had been
set aside they observed that the lew beaver left there-
in alrendy seemed to know they were safe from harm
and danger. In some sections of the sanctuary the
beaver have become guite numerons, and the Indmn
game puardiaps tale great delight in watehing them
frolie¢ in the water on the plensant summer evenings.
Althourh patrol or survey parties are senl oul every
summer and a reasonably accurate count is made, weo
must nevertheless realize that in such an extent of
territory it wonld be impossible (o explore all the
oreelks and rivers where beaver might bo loeated. For
this resson we ean always take it for granted that
there are at least from ten to fifteen percent more
beaver than is actually recorded by these summer
gurvevs, while the Indians (01l us, too, that there iz
always a ecertain migratory beaver population nol
tocated 1o lodges, and which eseapes count. Tt is there-
fore gratilving to abserve that even on t hi= conservia-
tive hasis the inerease, while not spectacular, is neyer-
theless proceeding steadily and according to estimates
prepared when the sanctuary was first opened.

Next in importanee s @ conservalion medsure comes
the Charlton Island beaver sanctuary. wiaeh, although
revived in 1934, was nevertheless the first fur ‘arm n
Canada. having been established by the Hudson's Bay
Company in the year 1851, In that year a number of
beaver were placed on the island, and aecording to the
records they throve rapidly so that in three or four
vears' time the offieer in charge at Rupert’s House
sent out several families of Indians to trap off the
surplus beaver. The plan in those dave was to
leave the beaver on Charlton Island undisturbed
for two or three vears and then to send out a
limited number of Indian families who would trap
the beaver in February or Mareh, remain on the
island until summer, and be transported back to
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Rupert’s House by the Company’s
hoats during the summer season of
navigation. The beaver farm on
Charlton Island continued on this
hasis for quite a number of yvears,
antil about the commencement of
the present century, when with the
opening up of the country and the
advaneement of competition the
Company lost their control and
authority over the sanctuury and the
natives, with the result that Charl-
ton Island was opened up to all and

Trees cul down by the sharp teeth of the beaver.

sindry for unrestricted trapping, and the beaver were
rapidly killed off. In its present status the Charlton
[sland beaver sanetuary has been reopened under the
authority of the federal department administering the
Northwest Territories, and 1= primarily a conserva-
tion measure for the preservation and production of
the only form of natural wealth smitable to the sland,
nawely the beaver, In 1934 some twenty breeding
heaver wore purchosed from southern Ontario and
placed on Charlton Island. Shades of Prince Rupert!
What would the fraders of bygone dayvs think of the
importation of beaver info James Bay. the very cradle
of the Campany’s fur trade in Canada? This shows
probably more foreibly than anvthing else could just
how close the beaver were to extinetion, The imuported
heaver, together with the few of the original stock
remaining on Charlton Island, have now started to
inerease at a fair rate, and wlule the total beaver
population is sull very small, it is nevertheless pro-
gressing as favourably as ecould be expected.

The third and most recent conservation scheme is
a beaver sanctuary on Agamiski Island, on the west
const of James Bay off the mouth of the Attawapiskat
nver. This, again is operated in agreement with the
Dominion government, and was only commenced in



the summer of 1935, when some eight heaver were placed
thereon. In 1936 a [urther lourteen heaver were placed on the
island and, while this sanctuary is really only conunencing, it is
pleasing to know that the beaver ure settling down and building
lodges on the island. and that the one and only pair of aduht
beaver planted in 1935 have already produced o litter of vounyg.
Agamiski sanctuary 1s somewhat different from the others in as
much as it 1s hoped when the beaver inerease to o suflicient num-
ber that the Company will be able to restock some of the rivers
on the west coast of James Bay where formerly beaver abounded
and have now become extinet. Astounding as it may seem. it is
nevertheless a fact that some of the present generation of Atta-
wapiskat Indians have actually never seen beaver. This was
particularly noticeable when the first shipment of beaver to
Agamiski was sent north in 1935, They were landed @l Attawa-
piskat post from the supply sehooner for trans-shipment to
Agariski Island, and the post manager had to keep the beaver
at the post for a few days. In the mmterval they were hiterally
mobhed by the Indians, who manifested the greatest interest
and curiosity i seeing beaver i captivity, The heaver o ques-
tton were secured at Rupert’s Flouse post, not from the sane-
tuary, but purchased direct from Indians on the south sule of
the rmver and under permit from the Quehee government.

Caretakers of the sanctuary at a beaver dam.

In taking beaver alive, special traps are used 0 as
not to harm the animals in any way. They are brought

of work, and it 1s surprising the pile of wil-
lows and yvoung trees which a few pars of
beaver ean consume in the course of a day.

[t will thus be seen that beaver conserva-
tion as it is practised in James Bay distriet
i quite a big business involving no httle ex-
pense and endeavour. 11 is primarily intend-
ed to rehabilitate the heaver country and
provide the natives with a steady 1ncome,
in other words to hring prosperity mmto the
north country. Great stretehes of the north-
land are unsuited for any ather kind of nanie-
al wealth, and 1t would be a pity 1t no effort
were made to conserve wild life, and partie-
ularly beaver, which are not only @ source
of cash meome for the natives and ravalties
for the government, but a valuable food
supply. Government ollicials, missionaries,
pohice and trappers, in fact all wha are inter-
ested 1n oand have knowledege of the Narth,
fully realize the nead For conseryvation i
the adoption of mensures to angment the
livelthood of the natives., Fur farming as
pracused in eivilized parts 15 not suitable
for the unorganized Indian territory. but the
Company consulers that beaver consorvie-
tion such ax 13 now bewng tvied out ean be
and should be adapted to the needs of the
Indian., thus stimulating the production of

Close-up of a beaver ladge.

to Rupert’s Tlonse post in the month of April, and
cared for by the post manager till such time as they
can go forward to their ultimate destination by the
first trap of the supply schooner i June. A great deal
of work and care 1s expended 1n tending the beaver
during the time they are at Rupert’s llouse. In fact
it was found to be such a big task that the sanctuary
manager has erected w special man-made beaver lodge.
This has been coustructed by hning a portion of the
banks of a creek with concrete, dividing 1t off to
<ections so as to make suitable sized beaver pens, and
erecting a suitahle butlding over the whole. Water in
abundance 1s the essental requirement for beaver in
captivity, and this 15 secured by damming the ereek.
Then, hy periodically opening a sluice gate. the foul
water and debrs arve drained away. Food for the
aptive beaver also involves a considerabile amount

natural wealth in large areas of (he northland. When-
ever we ean merease the produetion of natural wenlth,
we not only benefit ourselves bul every resident n
our couniry.

Beaver conservation as maungurated by the Hud-
son's Bay Company 1= really only 10 its experimental
stages. but the progress thus far aclueved enconrages
us to think that, while nothing spectacular may hap-
pen, it may be the means of restoring the humble
beaver in large arcas now denuded but where it for-
merly abounded ; of conservinge and developine natural
wealth tn large sections of the country unsuited for
other purposzes: and last but not least. of perpeinating
the fur trade of old. We may or may uot suceeed, hut
nevertheless, as many times i the past. the Governor
and Company of Adventurers of Eneland trading o
Hudson’s Bay are again prancering in the North.
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ITCTU RE o fine vessel lving full of water, engines

and gquarters completely submerged, decks gwash,

and the lime of oil from hroken tanks everywhere,
This makes o sad pieture al any time. but it was a par-
ticularly  grievous matter for us when we learnt last
spring that this was the condition of our Western Arctic
distributing vessel, the gallunt suxihary schooner Forf
James. Thus she lay at Tuktuk on the const near the
mouth of the Mackenzae nver. four thousand mules from
a dry=dock, wath the Western Aretie posts dependent an
her for delivery of their annual supphes before the short
soqson of navigation should pass into another winter,

First warning of the impending disaster casie by wire
less from Lo G White, chief engineer of the shap and post
mannger at Tuktulk. e tapped out the lollowing message
m code over his small radio outfit 1o the government
station at AKlavik, whenee 1 was rushed to Winmpeg:
“Fart James erushed abaft mainmast, Beheve fatal. Not
leaking s= no thaw in harbour vet. Would sugpes: landing
evervihing as will hikely sink during break-up.”

At the close of naviration 1 1935 the Fort James had
been securely anchared out in an open streteh of deep
water within the land-locked harbour of Tukiuk. where
1t wad felt ahe would be as sale thronghout the long wintoer
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with its heavy ice as if tied 1o the whar! in Van-
eouver, But you never ean tell with ice, and evi-
dently along towards sprane the rise and fall of the

tide during a gale at

=l

brought about

=0mne



Salvage by
the

Midnight Sun By

R. H. G. BONNYCASTLE

Fur Trade Commissioner’'s Office

The “'Fort James,”” a Com-
pany schooner, was 'nip-
ped’’ in the ice at Tuktuk, on
the Western Arctic coast,
4000 miles from the nearest
dry-dock. Supplies had to go
to the posts, so by man power
alone she was hauled down,
an open seam caulked, made
ship-shape and the work com-
pleted in time to get her job
finished before freeze up.

ol

Upper left: The tackles are rigged
from the masts of the “"Fort
James" to a barge.

Left: The capstan in eperation on
the beach.

Above: Company men and Eski-
mos, working in unison, heave
on the tackles that slowly but
surely bring the masts down to
the water,

Above right: This photograph,
taken at midnight, shows some-
thing of the activity that was
carried on inta the sarly hours of
the morning.

Right: The "‘Fort James,” hsting
at fifty degrees, on her way over.




‘The ‘James’ lay like a great stranded whale.”’

movement in the frozen hartour, which had this dis-
astrous effect on the ship.

We were ina bad spot, Five hundred tons of supplies
for the Arctic posts were already commencing to move
northward down the Mackenzie, and liere was a vital
arm of the transport mcapacitated. The supplies
would not be of mueh help delivered at Tukfuk with-
out the Fort James to move them out to the solated
posts along the thousand-mile coast line. True. there
w

re other horts which could he pressed into service.
but 1t was essential to get the James 1n operation il we
were to complete dehiveries satisfactorly. There was
neither salvage equipment available nora big rise and
fall of tide which eould be used to heach the ship and
work on her hull. She was much too heavy to haul out on
dry land for repairs without an elaborate slipway.
which could not be provided m time, and how to get at
her hull, extending ten feet below the surface, even
to a=certain the extent of the damage, was a problem.
The outlook was black indeed.

Before we go any further, let us remind you that
the Fort James 15 a two-masted auxihiary schooner 100
feet long. 24 feet beam and 824 feet deep, her mainmast
TH feet high, typical Lunenburg Banker —a beantiful
model. Originally bwlt in Shelbirne, NoS., for use in
IMudson Bay, she has plied those waters, the Labrador
coast and Eastern Arctie, including negotiation of the
famous Northwest Passage from Newfoundland to
IKing Wilham Land and baek. In 1934 it was deended
to transfer her to the Western Arctie via the Pana-
ma Canal, Vancouver., Bering Strait and Hersehel
lslamil. o one-way voyvage of twelve thousand miles,
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and a remarkable digstance for so small a eraft. She
was successful in that vovage and belore the end of the
summer had delivered supplies from the West to Cam-
bridge Bay. on Vietoria Land, only two hundred miles
from the point on King Wilhiam Land whieh she had
reached from the east but, by the roundabout route
she had come, almost sixteen thousand miles, virtually
the entire circumference of the North American con-
tinent.

In 1935 the Faort James did line work. delivered car-
go to all Western Arctic posts I'rom Tuktuk. steaming
four thousand five hundred miles within the Arctic
during the short open season. Ater this ideal per-
formanece we were Tull of hope for season 1936. So.
great was our shock to get this wireless message. We
received later advice, just when we were preparing
to leave Edmonton [or the two thousand mile journev
to join her, that she had filled witl water at the first
thaw aud was only kept from going to the hottom by
the 1wee whieh still surrounded her and two hundred
empty barrels which Chietf Engineer L. (G, \White had
resourcefully stowed in her hold. We hoped against
hope that when the ice finally left her the leak would
talkke up sufliciently to permit us to control the water
and somehow effect repairs sufficient for our season’s
work. and we procecded on our journey norih by rail
and river steamer. On June 17 a Canadian Airways
plane piloted by Rudy Heuss dropped on the surface
of the Slave river beside the S.8. Distributor, bringing
urgenl wireless messages that the situation was get-
ting worse and mstructing us to proceed atl once to
Tuktuk and commence salvage operations.



Accordingly Captain R. J. Summers. Carpenter-
Shipwright George W. MelLead, Able Seaman William
Starkes and the writer boarded the plane and flew the
thousand miles to Aklavik, armving at 3 a.mn. next day.
[t was so hot while flving down the Mackenzie that we
were aobliged to e up at Fort Norman until the heat
of the day passed and to eontinue by the light of the
micnight sun. We were not troubled by the heat again,
for the next dayv we reached Tuktuk on the Arctice
Const and were walking over the still solid ice in the
harbour to inspect our “Jonah.”

The James was a sorry sight. While the iee was solid
all about, though honeycombing badly, 1t had melted
and broken around her sides and she lay very low with
decks awash, a port list and stripped of all movable
gear, wineh White had removed 1n ease she sank.
Lvervwhere were pools of brown Diesel o1l from her
tanks, It was heart-breaking for anvone who loves a
ship. White had putin an anxious time, with no one to
share his responsibility. watching the ship day by day.
as the thaw came. filling with water in spite of his un-
tiring efforts at the pumps, axled by the local Eskimos.
There was hittle we could do immediately. Pumping
had availed nothing, and we could not move her until
the ice left the harbour. There was still hope that her
timhers would gradually resume therr position and
that another spell of pumping in a couple of days might
bring the water under control so that we could ascer-
tain exaetly the extent and loeaxtion of the danmage and
possibly make her seaworthy once more.

On June 24 we mustered thirteen natives plus our
own party of seven and proceeded across the wee to the
boat to try and beat the water. We manned the two
hig deck pumps. a power pump throwing a two-ineh
stream, and four batlers. Shifts were arranged — fifteen
munutes on and tifteen off. Now, when a boat one hun-
dred feet long is full of water there is a lot of water in
her, but twenty men pumping and bailing i fifteen-

minute shifts can also mecomplish guite a bit. We
buckled down and kept pumps and buekets going un-
censinpely for five hours. In the lirst two hours we took
the water down ien inehes, but after that made no
further tmpression. The water was coming in as fust
as we were takingz it out. We were getting nowhere, so
had to quit. Our next hope was to get further pumps
and draw a tarpaulin under the ship, which might help
to stop what we Kniew now must be a very serious leak.

George Meleod, who can build anyvthing, got busy
and made 1wo wooden suction pumps which threw a
big stream, and on July 8, when the we had disappear-
ed from the harbour and the rest of our staff had ar-
rived with a big diaphragm pump from the Desteibutor,
we agnin tackled the pumping. This time we had five
hand pumps and one power pump, and there wers
twenty-four of us, which meant twelve pumping and
twelve resting 1n the usual guarter-hour spells. When
we gave the sienal (o start we Knew 1t was now or
never, and prepared for a long, hard grind.

It was a tough strugele, and before we ceased work
cleven long hours later, during which those pumps
never massed a strole, 1t was not only the Fskimos who
began to wish the iee had done a tharough job in the
first place. But to our great joy the water mside went
slowly but steadily down and down, and the old Fort
Jeames rose up and up until she began to look like a
ship agam instead of a water-logeged wreek. Sull purip-
g, we brought two EFskimo schooners alongside and
towed her in against the beaxch until she grounded.
We then called 11 a day, as resting on the hottom we
knew she could not sink or even fill to the same level,
and the men were ready to drop after one of the hard-
est days of pruelling lahour | ever remember. But our
hopes were high.

The next day we had a g start, There was not
nearly the zame water to contend with. This time we
pumped ten hours and practically emptied her. The

Seaworthy again, and ready for action.




engine room dry, we had the use of another power
pump there and tlns, with our force pump on deck,
now gave us control of the water without the hand
pummps so long as Lhe engineers Kept the engines throw-
ing outl their streams twenty-four hours a day.

At last we had a ehance to look for the source of the
trouble and consider means of stopping it. George Me-
Leod probed around in the bottom of the ship. We
heaved out old roek ballast that had been put n
yvears before in Newfoundland., wondering it geologists
might not wonder years hence how such rock became
mingled with the type native to Tuktuk. Holes were
bored in the lining, tanks and bulkheads moved; we
stopped the pumps and felt and listened, but always
the water rose rapidly without any indication as to the
exact spot it entered. The James was very heavily
built, heavy oak frames close together, a four-inch oak
lining, spaces between the frames filled with concrete.
It was impossible to do anything from the nside, and
in the meantime the pumps threw their never ending
stream day and night. The only remedy now wae to
heave her down and get at the bottom from outside.

“"IHHeaving down™ 1s an operation nol uncominon in
Newfoundland with similar vessels. It consists of
hauling the ship over on her side 1n the water until she
is floatiug on her beam ends with masts horizontal and
decks vertical. The hull floats in this pesition and the
bottom is exposed on one side right down to the keel.
But in Newfoundland they usually have a solid dock
to which the mastheads are deawn down and on which
the necessary purchase ean be obtamed. We had no
solid dock, but fortunately secured a flush-decked
barge [rom the Mackenzie river, which answered farly
well after two heart-breaking attempts to heave down
to a small lighter had ended in miserable Ffailure.

Four tackles were run from the heads of the two
masts to the barge alongside and two to “deadmen’
or anchors ashore, The ship was placed ina narrow
bight with land on both sides of her but plenty of
water to float, Lines were run from each mast at the
deck over the side and underneath the keel, then pass-
ed to a capstan on the opposite shore. The last jobs
were to shore up the heavy engine, whiweh would other-
wise fall off 1ts bed when the ship came over, and shore
ofl the masts at the foot to help withstand the strain
to be placed on the mast-heads. Deck openings which
would be submerged were covered with canvas. We
wore now ready for our finul effort to save the ship.
The power pumps still ran might and day.

The whole population was mustered to heave on the
lines. The ecapstan was manned on the beach and fif-
teen men heaved on the four tackles leadinge to the
barge, taking each i turn, while others hauled on the
Iines leading to the deadmen. Something had 1o come,
and the James hadn't a chance. Over and over she
came. Her starboard rail entered the water. Still we
heaved and down the masts erawled, the water ereep-
ing up the deck towards the hatehes. We Kept adjust-
ine the pump engines (o an even keel as the ship went

over.

At first 1t was an unbehevahly heavy pull. No one
whao saw it could ever be afraid she would roll over at
son. At last wo got her over to seventy degrees and
then she hegan to come more easily, until at eyghty
degrees she just hung in the balanee and one man alone
could aimost move the masts up and down. Yot we had
to bring her down still further. which necessitated
grent care as, onee past the pomnt of balanee, the whole
weight wonld bear down instead of up and a fall or jar
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might snap the masts and ruin everything. Gingerly
we drew the mastheads down by hand, took the weight
and lowered them with jacks until the eross-trees rest-
ed on the barge. The [skimos, seeing the weight come
past the centre of gravity, .~huul:lll:e1r heads and
prophesied she would never rise again.

The James lay like a great stranded whale, her rud-
der and propeller exposed, as well as one whole side
right down io the keel, which was Just awash. masts
horizontal so that you could run along them. And the
pumps continued with the leaking mereased by water
trickling in odd places in the submerged portion of the
topsides whieh were normally above water and which
we could not stop l'nlll])]t'll-l_\

A hasty examination showed an open seam half an
inch wide by thirty feet long between keel and gar-
board (the next plank to the keel), the hull otherwise
cound as a bell. George MeLeod was soon busy with
oankum and piteh, and the erack was temporarily
stopped. The mastheads were then jacked up from the
barge and hoisted a few feel with a g pole until the
slip took her own weight, wheu we slacked off on our
1ackles and she slowly rose to an even keel, The water
she had gained during the operation was pumped out,
and after mneteen hours hard labour we found the leak
stopped and the battle won for the time being, with
the ship 1in no immediate danger. The Eskimos were
wrong: she was not mucky (deadi atter all.

But, while the leaking had now ceased. the vessel
was not considered seaworthy, as if loaded and sent to
sea she might very well reopen the seam m a storm
and sink at once. Mebleod decided that eross himbers
should be lad thwartships on the keelson, fastened
1o frames and bolted through the keel, which wonld
make her night as rain. We immediately set about find-
mg timber and iron for the job, but not until August
19 were we ready to commence the final repairs

By then seven timbers (12x12 ins.) had been fitted
ithwartships mn the hold and fastened down with drift
holts. Holes were hored down through these timbers.
through keelson, frames and almost through the keel.
Bolts sixty mches long were made, We were ready to
heave down agatn, this time for final repairs. But un-
fortunately our Mackenzie river barge had gone on i1ts
business. We were left with our pitifully small lighter.
With our previous experience, however. we gol the
ship down agnin without particular difficulty. starting
our pumps when she was over 1o throw out the water
which eame in as usual through the topsides.

Working on a raft alongside the keel. which was
now just out of water, McLeod permanently recaulked
and priched the bad seam. The holes which had pre-
viously been bored almost through the keel were com-
pleted, the long bolts were driven in from the outside
with a sledge until the threaded ends just protruded
into the hold. These were capped with nuts and wash-
cr=, The repairs were finished.

~But now came another struggle. The pumps had
given trouble and stopped intermittently, The water
runmng inte the hull had gained rapidly while we were
at work in spite of efforts made to bail while fixing
thent. When we came to lift the masts we found them
terribly heavy. due to this waterin the hull, and only to
be jncked up with the very greatest difficulty. We had
jacked and blocked them up six feet when our little
lighter shifted and down they came with a dangerous
thud, giving us a very nasty scare, and it looked as if
we might lose her after all in the very hour of sneeess.
There was gennine danger now (Condinued on page 821




An Indian
Birthday Party

WO vears ago, while 1 was at One Man's Lake, |

I had the expertence of attending an Indian birth-

~ day party. T do not know how the 1dea origin-
ated. but old Kitehe-Jacob ( Big Jacob! NMeDonald had
had a good hunt and decided o have a g party to
celebrate the birthday of his yvoungest son, a tiny tot
of four vears. So one day in January he came i o the
stare. The party was to be held the next day. Waould |
care to come? | eertainly would. The festivities were to
be held i the house of his cousin Jacob-ess (Lattle
Jacob) because, he explained, Jacob-ess had the big-
rest and finest house on the reserve,

Accordingly, next morming | dug out my hlue st
and oxfords and. having dressed as henitted the oe-
caston, set out at noon across the e, armoed with a
couple of vards of blue sateen for the child and a plug
of tobaeeo for Kitehe-Jacob.

[ was met at the door by Jacob, who, beaming all
over, shook my hand ceremonionsly. The kitechen was
crowded with women gaily dressed 1 bright prints,
searlet sweaters and the inevitable black silk Kerchiefs.
Three of them were cooking vigorously over a roaringe
Sove 1 one corner

We passed through an archway, hung with a Hud-
son’s Bay white blanket, inte the main room. All the
men, dressed up in white sharts, blue pants, and gaily
beaded moeeasins, sai around the walls on benches,
smoking and talking. ITnnumerable children erawled
upon the floor, enjoying themselves nomsily.

I presented my gifts and Jacob made a speech of
welcome, telling how pleased he was to have the
mamoochegay vgema as a guest. How he did love to
specchify.

Then we took our places at a long table set up n
the muddle of the room: the old men first, to be fol-
lowed Inter by the young bucks. In front of each man
was o tin cup and plate, knife and spoon: but at my
plaece a1 the head of the table was a little square of
white otleioth about half a vard square, on which were
set an carthenware cup and sauveer and plate, and a
kmife, fork and spoon, all battered but servieeable.
Without further ceremony the food was broughit in.
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each dish being offered to me first. I do not think 1
have ever enten so much., for to refuse anvihing would
have been a serious breach of etiquette. There was
boitled moose nose and moose tongue—great delicacies

roast moose and deer hearts, roast ribs, venison
steaks, and a glornfied bolognn made by stuffing deer
immtestines with a mixture of minced venson, onions
and oatmeal. All this was accompanied by potatoes,
rice boiled with raising, stewed prunes and evaporated
apples. The whole topped off with gallons of strong
tea sweetened with condensed mulk, piles of bannock,
molasses cake, and haking powder biseuits. The piece
e resistance, however, was apple pre—twenty-four of
them all told—whieh, old Jacob proudly told us, his
son had brought by dog-team all the way from Minaki,
a distance of fifty miles.

When finally we had eaten to repletion—and how
those Indians could eat—we made way for the young
men. And then, as we all sat around smoking, too full
to falk, the women and ehildren had their turn.

I arose to leave about three o'clock and Kitche-
Jacob told me 1o be sure to come back at six o'elock.
This was to be a real party!

When | duly presented myself at six, the tirst thing
I siiw was the htile guest of honour, all dressed up 1n
blue sateen rompers —the identical sateen which 1 had
presented ta him at noon. His mother certainly had
done some fast sewing.

Followed another long meal, as at noon, although
the gquantities were constderably dimimshed.

Then the table was removed, someone hegan to tune
up a violin, and soon square daneces nnd Red River jips
were lollowing each other in quick succession, inter-
spersed with exhibitions of faney lap dances. And |
enfered mto the dancing with as mueh zest as anyvone,
to the dehight of the Indians.

At mudmeht T took leave of my host, assuring him
that T had enjoyed myself tomensely and that the
party had been a great snecess, He was almost burst-
mg with pride, and confident that that day he had
done something which would be the talk of the whole
reserve for many moons Lo corme,
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A careful count will reveal
twenty-seven dogs on this
Eskimo schooner, not to men-
tion ftwo or three possibly
hidden behind the others.

Eskimoe women of Baille
Island, bulchering a white
whale. The odd-shaped hump
on the back of the woman on
the righ! is a papoose which
she caorries between her
“snow skirt'' and her artiggi.

ESKIMO
LIFE




An Eskima lad of Baillie Island. The photographer was forced o bribe him with an erange befcre he would pose with the Arctic flowers.



7 IS, kids, vou ask for a story- a true story. As
Y vou say, having received a gold medal for long
- serviee, surely I must have had some adventures.
Well, i looking back I don’t think 1 ever had any real
adventures, but with vouth and imagmmation 1 got
quite o kick out of some of my experiences which at
the time made them appear adventurous to me. But.
unless a Fairy with her magie wand ean turn the yvears
baelk and make me voung again while I tell vou the
story, I am afraid vou will think the make-believe
stories are best,

Well, long, long ago yvour daddy made quite a little
bit of moneyv and, not bemg a wise man where monev
was coneerned, he purchased a sail-boat with an auxil-
iary engine and conceived the foohish 1dea of sailing
to Labrador alone.

The Nascopie was in Montreal at the time a much
vounger Nascopie in those days— Captaimn Niekle mn
command., with Captain John Ford. late of the Lady
Head and Discovery, as ice pilot and supercargo, |
visited the Nascopie, and Captain Ford was very hos-
pitable and Ltreated me to some medicine out of a
thermos bottle. When [ told him my plans, he told
me what he thought of a man fand he didn't say
“man’ either) who was foolish enough to prefer a trip
10 a sail-boat to a passage i a comfortable, well-found
tegbreaker ke the Nascopie,

T'o make a long story short, | did not take the good
captain’s adviee and started laying in provisions for
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Labrador Year

Written for Patrick Hugo
and Jacqueline Maud

By
]. 8. C. WATT
James Bay District

Labrador photos by W. E Swatlield.

As a young clerk, the author spent
a year among the Company posts
along the Labrador coast. We enjoy
a brief glance into the life of a Fur
Trader as he tells of the interesting
people and the exciting experiences
encountered in a Labrador Year.

the vovage. Mr. John Ilenry was then in ¢harge of 1he
Montreal office, and was kind enough not to offer any
good adviee. In fact 1 have a suspiecion NMre. Henrs
would have liked to have come along. At any rate he
was good enough to help with the preparations, and
between Mr. Henry and Mr. Samuel Galbraith (Old
Sam) I was outfitted in record time. not forgetting a
small supply of the kind of medicine recommended by
Captam Ford for sensichkness.

l sailed as far as Mingan on the Ararmore, com-
manded by a very bluff and hearty Newfoundland
skipper. Captain Hearn. who was even more gifted in
his language than Captain Ford, but who delivered me
safe and sound at Mingan., yvour mother’s home town.
At Mingan 1 had another whale of a4 time and staved
with vour grandfather—Old Mr. Maloney as he was
known. to distinguish him from the yvounger Malonevs.
Your grandfather helped me to alter the boat to my
requirements and to stow the eargo. Curiously enough.
even yvour grandmother gave me no good advice, and
evervhody seemed to take it for gramted 1 was doing
the natural thing. A1 last | was ready to set sail for
Labrador. There was no band to play “The Girl 1 Left
3ehind Me,” but that was the tune that kept ringing
in my ears.

I must hiave spent over a week at Mingaun. for the
Aranmaore was again in port when | was ready to sail,
I followed her out of port and. running through a
thick fog. reached Esquimaux Point ahead of her.



Feeling as large as Christopher Colambus and Jacques
Cartier rolied 1n one. | stood on the wharf and watched
the Arammore come alongside, wondering what Cap-
tain Hearn would say when he saw me. Alas, pride goes
before a fall, and this was the only small triumph 1 had.

Ileft Esquimaux Point next day. ran into a fog agan
and soon after goi aground on a sandbar. Before |
strugeled clear of the sandbar 1 had lost my bearings
altogether. having forgotten a compass. | thought 1
would saght land all the way. but overlooked the pos-
sthility of fogs. Bye and bye ansland eame in sight. |
vent ashore to see 1f I could recognize 1t, and left the
hoat anchored at the far point. 1 started to walk
around the island. but found it larger than 1 expected.
and when I returned to the point where 1 had left the
boat there was no boat. [ thought | must be mistaken
it the pomnt and walked around the island again, the
fog <till thick and now getting dark. Still no hoat. so
there was nothing for it but spend the might on the
1sland the best way I could. | had a pipe, but no tobae-
co, und with not even a hiscuit in my pocket 1 didn’
pass such a hot night.

Just at daylicht the for cleared off and 1 saw my
boat. It was anchored at a point which had become
submerged at high tide and. 1 the fog and growing
darkness of the evening., | had not =een 1t 1 lost no
e in getting aboard and having breakfast: then gol
under way again. Fog again, as thick as pea soup. To
make matters worse | could not get into deep water
and walked about on the shoals most of the day haul-
iz my boat after me, as I wasn't going to lose 11 again.

Towards evening, the tide having come 1, 1 got into
deep water, started the engine, and soon after anchor-
ed elose to the shore of the manland. It was a ealm
mght, but there was a shght roll, and while cooking
stipper on oy coal oil stove  pea soup, | remember 11
wias - the stove upset, and immediately the boat was
i flames. Luckily 1 was ¢lose to the shore, so jumped
overboard, and when the flames died down a little 1
tried to put the
fire out, but 1t
was no use. 1 had
noticed the boat
wias leaking, but,
from the way the
fire blazed up, 1
have sinee eome
to the conelusion
1t miust have heen
the gasoline
tattks which were
leaking. At all
BVENLS every-
thing burned,.
bui although the
boat was badly
charred 1t was
still atloat

Another miser-
able mght ashore

hungry and
thinking of the
pes Soup, now
tao well cooked.
It was Maggt pea
soup 1n little
packages. | re-
member. Nexi
day | poled the

"I had a pipe, but no tobacco, and with not even a
biscuit in my pocket I didn't pass such a hot night.”* onee stopping

remains of my hoat back to Esqumanx Point and
took passage on the Ararmore then on her way back to
Quebee, Apart from 1 told vou so.” the captain did
not rub it in too hard. Christopher (Columbus and
Jacques Cartier were now in the realms of yesterday
and I merely a Hudson’s Bay clerk en roude to his post

From Quebee | took the tram for Sydney. and there
boarded the City of Sydney for St. John's, Newfound-
land. At St John's | had to wait nearly a week lor the
Labrador mail steamer facermore, but had a very en-
jovable stay. Of the many interesting people 1 met,
the names of Mr. Ryan, of King's Cove, and Captain
John Padden. of Grand Banks, still stand out elearly.
Captain Padden took me to the sonth side and showed
me the famous old sealers: The Terra Nova (Scott’s old
ship).the Neptune, the Bloodhound, the Kite, and others,
including the Labrador, the first steam vessel employed
by the Hudson's Bay Company in the stern Arctie
and onee commanded by Captain “ Dandy™ Dunn and
the no less famous Captaan Alexander Gray. Captain
Ciray, in his younger days, was a famous whaler, and
sailed from Peterhead. where vour daddy onee sailed
from when he was very little older than you are, éarn-
ing the magnificent sum of five shillimgs a week. The
stories in the school histories would lead one to imagime
Sir Humphrey Gilbert founded St. John's, but St.
John's was quite a thriving settlement, at least in sum-
mer, when Sir Homphrey paid his famous visit, Some
of the merchant houses date far back, although not
quite as far as the Hudson’™s Bay Company.

Well, we soon found ourselves quite at home on the
Tneermore, commanded by Captain Jacob Kean, with
Westhury Kean as first officer. 1 afterwards met West-
bury Kean in James Bay, where he was captain of the
Faort Chuvchill for two summers, and had many a
pleasant “cuffer” with him. Captain Jacob looked
kind of grumpy. but improved on acquaintance. and in
his few moments of leisure nsed to spin me yarns of the
seal hunt. and on one oceasion on the bridge sang me

part of an old
sealing ballad.
e In those days
Captain Kean
was a hero with
a halo around
his head, and
though the halo
has dimmed
with the passing
vears I think
him sull a hero.
Captain Jacob
had long experi-
ence 1n the ree,
and wus captam
of the Virginia
Lake when she
foundered in the
1ce.

Il do not re-
member how
many dayvs we
took, 15 we were
m thiek fog all
the way. going
sometimes full
speed and some-
fimes =low, and
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"It was a calm nmight, but there was a slight roll, and while cooking supper on my coal il
stove — pea soup, | remember 1t was-— the stove upset, and immediately the boat was in flames.”"

and reversing just in time to see a hhuge rock appear
the fog rieht ahead of us. At the different ports of
call —excepting, 1 think. Harbour Grace—a boat was
lowered with mail and passengers, although how the
captain knew he was at a port | never did know: hut
with some uneanny sixth sense he knew.

Eventually we reached Cartwright, landed and were
introduced to Mr. and Mrs. Swaflield and family,
Mr. Lorenz Learmonth, Mr. Murphy (¢ustoms house
officer), and a very large heavily built individual, Mr.
Tim Havdn. the tide waiter. While the post stafl were
busy with mail and freight. 1 was standing around
kind of out of the picture. when Mr. Hayvdn sugprested
[ might have a stroll with him. He fook me along to
the carpenter’s shop and upstairs to a living room,
where he fished a brown jar from under the hed and
treated me to some medicine of a different hrand to
Captain Ford's, but equally as effective. On my return
Mr. Murphy suggested 1 come along and have a look
at his quarters, and he also fished ont some medicine.
After so many years, | sull have pleasant recollee-
tions of both Mrpr. Murphy and Mr. Haydn, not only
for thetr friendly action of making a stranger feel at
home. but for their kindly personalittes and their
willingness at all times to lend a hand and do a kindly
act whenever poszsible.

Next day. feeling quite at home. T became acquaint-
ed with the outdoor stafl—Jimmy Payne, cooper and
beneh master, Skipper Ned Learning (Unele Ned),
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Skipper Freeman Saunders, Sam Learning the carpen-
ter, and others. Jimmy Pavone was a per<onality. On
Sundays he was churchwarden, and at all times great-
Iy respected, but on the wharf and in his own element
his language was highly picturesque and deseriptive.
His religion was God and the Hudson’s Bay Company.
although sometimes I had my doubts as to whieh ecame
tirst.

Cartwright was full of interest. The salmon fishing
was a record. The wharf and platforms were crowded
with salmon tierces and the coopers were hammering
at hoops for all they were worth, Boats loaded with
salmon were at the wharf in great confusion. but Jim-
my Payvne was handhing 1he situation as only Jimmy
could. i )

In the house Mrs. Swaflield presided over a large
family. Besides the grown-ups there were Stewart,
Bert, Alick. Millie, Harold. Sidney and Georgina. The
eldest son, Wilfred, was clerk at Rigolet. Harold was
quite o small fellow then, and Mr. Learmonih and 1L
had lots of fun with him. We alwayvs had fun over
something. and possibly Mrs. Swaffield and Mr. Lear-
month still remember the joke about the Labrador
lady who wrote to the Boston papers. and confused a
sealskin cossack with a lughlands kilt, Mr. Swaifield
hiad the general direction of all the hurry and confusion
and handled 1t easily. He always had time to ehat with
a customer, and could even listen to Pheobe Marten
diseoursing on “Fox's Book of Martyrs” without



turmng a hair. Officially I was tur buyer, but as ths
was not the fur season my duties fluctuated between
acting as accountant and helping to mstall a derelici
maotor engine in a boat known as the Battte Are. which
was very old and just a sieve. The engine did not
require a water intake. but pumped the water out of
the boat, which with the help of a spudgel kept the
level sulliciently low. Alick usually went as skipper
of this boat,

Later m the fall we were all in ¢hurch one Sun-
day mght —the clergvman being Mr. Kirby — when a
steamer's whistle blew, and kept on blowmeg. 1 am
wlraid most of the congregation did not wat for the
benedietion but rushed out to tind that it was the old
Pelioan returned from the North, Something had hap-
pened to her whistle and it kept on blowing for some
time, Well, this was a welecome sight, and a red letter
day. 1 had never seen the Pefican (formerly a British
gun boat) and was dehighted 1o get aboard, Certaimly
no other vessel ever gave me such a thrll as this old
ice-battered veteran of the seas, with her tall spars,

A view of the Labrador coast, just approaching Cartwright,
with a fishing schooner in the foreground.

high bulwarks and poop deck, The Pelican was then
comnuinded by Captain Alexander Cleveland Smmth.
1o mive lm s full name. with Mr. Maek (afterwards
so well known as Captain Maek) as first officer. The
third officer was Mr. Burns, a very kindly capable
i with brass rings in his ears. Captamn Smith made
us all welecome. He had been o long acquainted with
Mr. and Mrs. Swaflield that he almost looked on

Cartwright as his home town. What a night we spent!

I. with both ears corked, listening to tales of the North,
a region then unknown to me.

The Pelican anchored several dayvs at Cartwrnight,
and they were all days of glamonr. 1 spent most of my
time with Mr. Mack, Mr. Burns, Mr. Shaw the en-
rineer, and the old white headed second engineer,
Mr. Shanks. And what tales | hstened to and what
“cutfers” 1 heard. 1t is & good job Mr. Swatlield had
the dependable Mr. Learmonth to assist him. as 1 was
of httle use 1o him. The Pelican crew were a remark-
able crowd mostly all voung jolly fellows, if 1 ex-
cept the boatswan Mr. MelPhail, who was a regu-
lar old-timer that might have been shipmate with Long
John Silver. The ship had a proper band with a con-
ductor who wielded a baton——*T'he Pelican’s Foo Foo
Band” painted on the big drum. To my mind the
“Foo Koo band had Sousa’s and all other bands
benten 1o a frazzle. They gave several concerts in the
carpenter’s shop, which was erowded. you may be
sure. They certainly had lots of talent, and would have
made a hit with Major Bowes. Mr. Mack was chair-
man and introduced the various “stars,”” nsually by
the name they were known on hoard and not by the
nimes given by thew godiathers
and godmothers. They had a
=onr about their oflicer=, but
the only verse | premember 1=
the one about the engineer, Mr.
Shaw:

‘Mr. Shaw. our engineer. he 1=
the man we all adore:

With his dirty rag and his oil
©ean.

He = the man for the Pelican.

And we'll @ive him a very good
cheer.™”

They also held revival meet-
imgs, but | sometimes doubt of
they were sincere. They were
ustually held when the eaptain
wis dshore, the captain being o
clergvman’s son and orthodos
i his views,

One day there was a wedding
(John Learning ta, 1 think. FEliza
Jane Pardy), and the band
wutted outside the chureh aned
escorted the party to the ban-
queting hall, They also plaved
For the danee, There was also g
christening haby Georgina
Swallield, wath Captaimn Smuatly

The S.S. “Pelican,”” once a British gunboat.
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Company post at North West River.

as godfuther, but in this new rale the captain did not
shine and required a lot of prompting.

At last the Pelican smaled. to our great regret. Ship-
time 111 the North = Christmas, New Year and all the
bank holidaysin one. Whale the Pelican weighed anchor
Jimmy Payne and Unele Ned had an argunment about
the loading of the cannon. and Jimmmy, to he perverse,
put 1 an extra charge, with the result the cannon
Jumped off the wharf and had to be fished ont later on.
Farewell, good ald Petican, old British heart of oak.
with @ erew m every way worthy of vour best tra-
ditions. As someone said, “We will never meet vour
Like again.™

Well, 1 hope you are not tired, for. a= Paul Jones and
President Roosevelt sawd, I have not vet hegun to
fight.” In other words, 1 have not yet commenced my
story.

Late tu the fall T again boarded my old friend Loaver-
riore and ]n‘()('l't'(ll.‘(l to igolet, onee the home of Lord
Stratheona. and at that e memories of " Mr, Smith™
stull hingered. | was welcomed at the wharf by Mr.
leath and Mr. Blackhall. Mr. Blackhall wondered
how 1 krnew who was Heath and who was Blackhall,
but. coming from near Peterhead myself and knowing
Mr. Blaekhall eame from there, 1 could make no
mistake, his volee bringing back visions of “my uain
courntree.”

It was November, it | remember rightly, and the
schooner Rigolet was loaded with supplies for North
West iver and ready to sail with the first fair wind
The season bemng so late. the repular erew were un-
willing to go; so besides Skipper John Blake and s
mate Willie Chickwal. there was only the cook. who
wns called Sumon Andrew or Andrew Simon. As no
more erew were avarlable it was sugrested that My
Blackhall and I would make up the delicieney. to
which we were quite agreeabile. Another passenger was
My, Doty. an American gentleman who was spending
the winter with the Grenfell Mission. On the afternoon
of my second day ot Rigolet we shook hands with Mr,
Heath and hosted the anchor, We were searcely under
way when it commenced to spow heavily and the wind
veered to almost mght ahead, The skipper wished to
revich some harbouwr at no great distance. so0 we tacked
and carried on. The snow was so thick we conld ot
see the shore, and N Heath told us afterwards he
could hear our salls shalinge o= we went about elose to
the <hore. T'he ropes were frozen and would not run
freely through the hlokes, hut Tor all this the skipper
said nothing about torming back until first the stay-
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cail sheet and then the foresail sheet parted. Then
there was nothing for it but make a fair wind and run
hack to our anchorage.

Next day Skipper John rove new sheets, Mr. Heath
gave us a doch an doris of what he called oxo, and we
made another start. This time we had better sueccess,
but for one misfortune. The greater part of our rations
consisted of salt codfish, and Willie, the mate, decided
he would tow them alongside to take out some of the
salt. Some little time after he looked over the side, and
[ can still see his faee of blank amazement. “John.™
lie velled., “the lish has gone.”” They had disap-
]n—*zx.l'(-l.l. leaving us pretty short of what is known in
James Bay as Umeatlnd.” which included tish. The
wind earried us past Kawallab, and just took us to
Delters cove, and then 1t commenced to blow and snow
in true Labrador stvle. We anchored elose inshore ane.

o

The Rigolet post, with Reverend W.T. Mercer's boat in the
foreqround.

as the skipper had doubts as to lus anchor holding. we
collected all the ropes we could find and made a shore-
fust to the other side of the cove. The wind howled and
blew outside. but in the cabin we were comfortable and
jollv. sumon Andrew proved to be no gloueh of a eook
with the httle he had to cook. Mr. Doty had been in
the Philippine Islands, so there was no lack of interest-
ing talk. Bye and bye we all turned in and managed 1o
sleep in spite of the heavy roll and the surging of the
anchor ehains.

All at once | awoke and knew something had hap-
pened. John was alveady on deck. and we could just
hear his volee pbove the howling of the wind shoutimg
thiat the shorefust had parted and the anchors were
drageing. We lost no tume, and putting Eskimo boots
on our hare feet we all rushed on deck. And what
a mght 1t was, blowing, snowing and dark, We could
Just see the edge of the breahers close ot hand. We
manned the windlass and hove for all we were worth,
but 1t was slow work, as we had nearly all the chain
aut. We got one anchor up and then we had to et sail
on before the other came home, And what a job 1l was
with frozen ropes and sails. We would have heen
driven ashore but for the cooluess of Skipper Johin. As
we slowly hove in the last anchor. he stayed quietly at
the wheel and did what he could te handle the sheets.
We appeared to be nght i the breakers and, with his
serateh erew, had he become at all exeited we should



have been wrecked. As it was, 1t was a close shave., We
searcely had way on when 1t was “Hard a less,” and
round on the other tack.

We had no time to reef. but had to carry all sail
somchow. Sometimes [ thought we were over, and Nr.
Doty. who was watching a gun in a holster, hanging on
the cabin wall, made several bolts for the cabin door,
thinking the same thing. We had cold feet 1n more
ways than one. but, after tinding the Rigolet could
stand up to it, slipped below and put on stockings and
duffles. When [ came up again | could not face the
hlast and had no idea where we were, but the skipper
had kept his sense of direetion and some time later
anchored i another cove— St. John's Cove, | think
and we again turned in for the night.

In the morning here we were, and here we staved for
something like ten days, with calms and gales of head
wind and supplies runmng low. The skipper and Willie
weni ashore one dayv and shot two geese, but this was
only one meal: and one day Stmon Andrew, who had
been feeding us on plain dall, came in with a long face
and told us he had no more haking powder. NMr. Dory
mmediately handed lnm a bottle of FEno's fruit salts.
We thought this a joke, but found the Eno's quite as
rood as authentic baking powder. The ground was
now covered with snow and things began to look hope-
less. Then one morning, a fair wind and we were off.
The wind held steady all day, and when 1t became
dark we were nearing North West River. We tool turns
at the masthead looking for the island, but we never
saw 1t ai all. The first things we suw were the lights of
North West River post, and weleome lights they were.
It was too dark to et imnto the river, =0 we anchored
outside, and the boat landed Doty, Blackhall and my-
self at the point, where we walked to the post. Deter
Smith made ns right at home and soon we were sitting
down to a tremendons supper. 1 still think of North
West River as one of the most snug and comfortable
posts in the Company. The house was small but very

The schooner "'Rigolet,” with the crew dressed for achon.

comfortable. and the gardens neatly fenced m. Lord
Stratheona is supposed to have made the original
gardens, but they were afterwards greatly improved
by succeeding managers. Mr. Smith was alone at the
post but had Tom MeKenzie to help lnm with outdoor
work, and Mrs. MeKenzie (Thursa) acted as house-
Keeper. Aeross the river was the Revillon post. Mr.
Raoul Thevenet was in charge, with M Joseph Les-
caudron as assistant. Mr. Lescaudron was afterwards
drowned in the Albany River, James Bay.

Next day the Rigelet came alongside the wharf and
Skipper John Blake, Wilhie Chickwak and Sinion An-
drew left immediately in the schooner’s hoat for Rigo-
let, the scason being so late they could not allord to
delay, We got busy and unloaded the schooner, and
the next day, with Tom Blake from the Rapids as tem-
porary skipper. we intended leaving for Mnd Lake,
where the schooner was to winter. In the morning we
were all ready to go. We let go the shore lines and
hoisted the staysail to bring her head round. The Rige-
lef however, instead of forging ahead as she turned.
spun round on her heel and ran aground on the shoals
below the wharf. We found the reason of this after-
wards. A huge quuantity of salt seal meat tied op in old
nets was moored to the end of the wharf and the
schooner had cauglit her heel on the seal meat. We had
some difficuliy getting the vessel off. and bhye and bye
Alessrs. Theveneot and Lescaudron eame to onr nssis-
tance. Mr. Lescaudron, who was formerly in the
French navy. took eharge, and after a lot of heaving
and haunling we at last got the vessel clear. but 11 was
now too late to leave for Mud Lake. The next few dayvs
there was no wind, but hard frosts, and ce formed
rapidly in the river. Mud Lake, wdready frozen up,
waus out of the question, and there was notlung for it
but to winter the schooner in the river. a very unsuafe
place during the spring break up. The 1ee had now
formed to such an extent that we had to spend two
davs cutting a berth for the Rigolel elose to the barnk.
At last we had her secured and dismantied, sails and
ropes dried and stowed away.

Soon all was frozen and winter travelling commenc-
ed. The post had a splendid team that winter, all
voung powerful dogs, and the leader 1 remember had
pink eves. Early in the winter Mr. Blackhall left to
take charge of the outpost at NMud Lake. He left pos-
sibly toa early and had a tough trip. But if I wander

Puthng the "Rigelet’” inta her winter quarters af Rigolet.
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into other peaple’s experiences 1 will never
finish. Soon alter, we had visitors— Dr. and
Mrs. Paddon, Miss Smith, Messrs, Doty
and Flynn, all fraom the Grenfell Mission.

at MudLake; Mr. Robinson, Mr. and Mrs
Potts and son from Kinnimish, During the
early part of the winter we had a very
Lively time, and Mr, Smith, though very
quiet, was excellent company. Thiursa
was n splendied conk, and altoget her

I have nothing but pleasant
moermories of North West River.

Sometime helore Christmas
[ left for Rigolet and Cart-
wreyzht in company with Dy,
Paddon and Mr, Doty
Fred Rich was my dog
driver. Dr. Paddon had
minee pres i his rations,
whieh he kindly shared
with his less fortunate
travellers. [ don™t like ta
think of how many yvears
since we ate those pies.
but I still remember them
with pleasure. 1 reached
Rigolet and Cartwrageht in
due conrse, and evervwhere
found furs plentiful and busi-
ness good. After a short stay at
Cartwright, Mr. Swallield and | left for Rigolet., Mr.
Swallleld to continue on to North West River, | to
proceed to Davia Inlet, and Mre. Learmonth to go as
far south as Battle Harbour. On the inp to Rirolet
Mr. SwalHeld was pilot and I was dog driver. If 1
I"_'ll'll'”ll'l'l' !'lﬂll‘. wWe were |(H\'| On one OuUensinn soime-
where near Platwater, and | know my dog dreiving
left much to be desired.

At Rigolet | was provided with another fine team of
dogs, with an old experienced Eskimo, Tom Pulliser,
as driver. Tom rather astonished me ane night. We
weore camped on the Big Neek. | was loolking at some
pictures in a magazine, and shawed Tom one of them
and asked him if he had ever seen anyvthing like that
“Yies," said Tom, who never wasted a word., " Where
did you see 1t""7 | questioned. “lu San Franeisco.'”
salid Tom. Sure enough. I found Tom had taken part
in the World's Fair at Chicago and then had erossed
the continent and had seen a great deal more than [
ever had. Tom was a man of very few words, and no
one would ever have known he had travelled so far.

Old Sam Broomlield, who sent King George V 4
a tobacco pouch and received a letter of Inlet post, met me at Sam
thanks, of which he was very proud

[ usked him lots of questions about his
trip. bul his answers were always short,
and often he did not answer at all. Onee,
when we were tnearing Makkovilk [ asked
him. *How farisit to Makkovik?™ All the
answer | received was “Perhaps a good
little hit, perhaps not very far.’" Onece i
was very cold and he was shivering.
“Why don't you get off and run a
bit?'' 1 asked. ""Too old,"" said
Tom. And that finished the con-
versation.

At the Moravian Mission sta-
tion, Makkovik, I was very
hospitably entertained by

Mr. and Mrs. Lenz, and
at Iopedale by Mr. and
Mrs. Hettach., Here, be-
sides other good things,
I remember having some
swoeet kraut made of red
cabbages, which goes to
show that *“eals' play
an tmportant part in the
North.
Mr. R. J. €. Handford,
then in charge of Davis

Broomfield s place and we
spent quite o wonderful even-
g, Sam is one of Labrador's personalities, and |
found him very entertaining., With great pnde he
showed me a letter from King George thanking Sam
for a sealskin pouch sent the King on bhehalf of the
people of Labrador. Sam’s preal rival, Tommy Evans,
also had a letter of which he was proud — a letter from
President Wilson inviting him to his daughter's wed-
ding. Mr. Sayvers, who married one of the president’s
daughrers, spent some time in Labrador and naturalls
was pegquainted with Tommy Evans,

While at Davis Inlet [ used to pav frequent visits to
Jim Dickers in his cooper’s shop. Jim was & bachelor
and, besides being an expert cooper, was as tidy and
methodical as an old mand. He could turn out as many
barrels per day s any cooper. but he never appeared
to hurry and his shop was always tidy. He must have
swept his shavings up as he made them, for thers were
never any lving around.

On my return 1 reached Makkovik on Easter Sun-
day and was able o attend Kaster serviee 1o the
Moravian Chureh. I alse spent a few davs with Mr.

Davis Inlet Post
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Heath at Rigolet. While there [ assisted Nr. Heath to
piek out and deseribe a small shipment of furs on whieh
we intended to ask London the correct grade. One
silver fox Mr. Heath desembed in true Lalirador
fashion as “prime and well furred but a Little rubbed
afu.”

Bye the bye I was considered gquite a fur expert it
Rigolet. Dr. Grenfell, I think 1t was, had presented
the post with a small kid skin stretehed esactly like a
mink, and looking very much like a brown mink
excepl the ears were wrong. At any rate it puzzled
evervone. NMr. Swaflield however had mentioned this
alleged mink, so when Messrs, lleath and Blackhall
came along with the skin, a cunning look on their
faces, | looked very wise, rave the skin a shake and
said, “Don’t von know what this 187 It 1= only a com-
mon kid skin.”" Collapse of Heath and Blaclkhall.

Before break-up I had returned to North West River
and found the post completely sold out except for
flour. I remember we had plain duff and maolasses for
dayvs unnl the molasses oave out: then it was plain
duff. A little lsver we had doughnuts made in fresh
seal ol and very good they were  then ducks
a-plenty, There was lots of work., A new store was
heing built, and there was the Rogolet it n very unsafe
posttion. The vessel was very leaky and was now
almost full of solid wee, which had to be chopped out
before we could do anytlnng. Mre, Smith, Tom Melken-
zie and 1 chopped ee every minute we could spare,
and as we got lower down in the hold and the days got
milder we had 1o bal water out hefore we could chop
the ice. One day Mr. Smith and 1 bailed for hours
without gerting the water level mueh lower: then Mr.
Smith had to leave to attend a customer. | kepl on
batling and was surprised at the progress 1 was mak-
ing. When Smith returned he saud, “\Well, how's 1t
gome?” “Fine," said 1. “The water is down three feet.”
Smith did not want to believe this, and when he saw 1t
was true he sad, “"Well, vou mnst have heen worli-
ing.” But soon after we found out why I had made
siteh wonderful progress, The tide wasg falling as |
was bailing. After that we only batled with w falling
tude.

When we had chopped the Rigolef elear of ee we dis-
covered that she was just a basker, most of the oakaom
having froven m the 1ce and been pulled out. Mr.
Biackhall had now returned from Mud Lake, so the
three of us went into conference and decided to Lieave
her down to caulk and piteh her bottom. We had all
read of parates heaving their vessels down, but none of
s had seen 1t done. It was pot so easy ns we had
expected, but after no end of work we snceceded. Then
it was caulk and piteh. And what a mess we were 1n.
Piteh even got in our hair, and we simply could not get
11 off our ¢lothes and hands. There was no suech thing
as work hours; we simply worked from dayvheht il
dark. But did we mind the hard work? No: not at all.
We were pirates careening our ship on =ome lonelyv 1:le
on the Spanish Main, but mueh happier of course than
real pirates. We finished one side. then turned her
round, hove her down, caulked and pitehed the other
side, and were going to let her up again when some-
thing went wrong. 1 think we let go the hines to the hull
hefore the masthead ropes, At any rate she slipped out
on her side and sank. And so did onr hearts. We could
not have felt mueh waorse had we lost our ship and been
marooned on zome desert i=land. Mr, Smuth sand
nothing and walked to the house. leaving the other
two pirates looking at their handiwork.

At low tide our hopes revived. The hateh coamings
showed, and we lost no time in rigging burtons and
starting to bail with a barrel. As the water level
gradually lowered NMr. Blackhall jumped into the hold
and expedited the work by dipping the barrels by
hand. Cold work it must have been. but he stuck af 1t
until we were able to use the schooner's pumps. There
were great rejoieings that mght. The Ricolel was safely
at anchor and not leaking very much. in fact surpris-
mgly hittle. Our troubles were not at an end however,
The river was open as far as the rapids but the Grande
Lake 1ce had not vet come down. And that was the
danger. The wharf was solid and well ballasted, so we
decided to beach the schooner below the whart': which
we did as speedily as possible. Very soon after the
1we came down. roaring and grinding. The whar! stood
but the schooner was pushed a little further ashore,
though not ai all damaged. As the iee eame roaringe
down opposite the wharf and things were beginning
ta look serous, | was lighting my pipe there was
nothing we conld do; we had done all that was possible
—when Smith turned round and asked me what kind
of a man 1 was, livhting miy pipe when the Company’s
property was in danger. I did not lnugh but slipped my
ptpe back mto my pocket. 1 knew how badly he felt
Just at that moment,

The next job was rigging and ballasting the schooner,
but we soon finished that, The next event was a mar-
riage — Dan Michlin to Vielet Blake and Skipper
Tom Blake, father of the bride, wanted 1o use the up-
stairs of the new store for the wedding feast. Which was
o.k. The happy day arrived. and with 1t a crowd of
gnests. A long table of planks was set, and if store
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provisions were short game was plentiful. I think there
must have been at least o duck or a goose cach for
eviry guest. Reverend Mercer performed the cere-
mony. and then we wll trouped upstairs to the feast.
Mr. Smith had to propose the health of the bride and
groom, and he was very upset over it as he was ex-
tremely bashiul and public speaking was quite out of
his line. But, representing the Company, he felt it was
his duty. so set his teeth and prepared for the worst.
Reverend Mercer had just said grace, when the door
collupsed. While the first lurch was violent, the rest of
the descent was more gradual. No one was excited and

most of the puests landed on the ground floor holding a
roose or a duck. Company's property or no € 'ompa__ny:s
praperty, Mr. Smith heaved a sigh of relief: he didn’t
have 1o make that speech. The remains of the feast
were picked up and the feast continued in the post
house by mstalments— and at might a big dance.
Abonut this time Skipper John Blake and the crew of
the Rigolet arrived in a small boat. They reported o
ereat deal of wee in the Bay. They had just managed to
got along ¢lose 1o the shore. Now came the only part of
that Labrador vear I did not enjoy—a long period of
waiting. Altogether four vessels were waiting to sail:

“'Most of the guests landed on the ground floor holding a goose or a duck ”
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The Grenfell Mission vawl Yale: the Glad Tidings,
skipped by Reverend Mercer: the Humming Bird,
owned by old Skipper John Blake: and our own
fhgolet. Every day we went to the high ground back of
the post and looked at the ice, and every day we could
see 1t moving slowly. very slowly. One day 1t looked a
little looser and more open, and our skipper decided to
have a look at 1t from closer range. So all four vessels
hove up anchor and set sail with the wind ahmost fair.

We got to the ice very quickly, but it did not look
good. So we hove to and had a look at it from the mast-
head. We could just see open water at the other side,
and though there were plenty of leads, no one knew 1f
they went through or not. At any rate we deerded to
try it. Satling through heavy iee 1s not so easy as 1t is
nowadays with power, so the skipper took the wheel
himself and allowed me to con the schooner from the
masthead. Was 1 tiekled? 1 felt just hke Jim Hawkins
mus=t have felt when he steered the HHispaniola to the
North Harbour of Treasure Island under the pilotage
of Flint’s old gunner Israel Hands. At first the leads
were good and it was easy, but after “Tufl™ and “'bear
away " for aboui half an hour only one lead showed up.
[ could not see whether it went through or not. and 1
Liated to turn back. As we entered the lead the skipper
hailed me and asked if the lead went right through.
“Yes,” I yelled, and hoped for the best. On we went,
the lead still open and open water showing at the other
side. Soon 1 could see the lead was closed at the far end
by what appeared to be only a few feet of ice. [ think
John saw 11 too, for he hailed me again. But 1 told himn
1t was all right. S0 we carried on, the lead widemng
into a htile pool or lake. I skirted along looking for a
rotten spot in the barrier. At last [ saw a weak spot and
velled to the skipper. “Give her lots of headway," and
then “Lufl,” “Hard up.” and we were into 1t. The ice
was rotten all right, for we went through mto the open
sea, and were followed by the other three vessels.

We were making a race for it as far as Rigolet, and
when we anchored in the evening—1 think at Palter’s
cove —the Rigolet had the lead. and we arranged to
start together next morning. | was first on deck next
morning  the sea dead calm. 1 looked around. The
Glad Tidings was missing: but soon | saw her ahead,
Reverend Mercer and his crew towing with a small
boat. 1 velled, woke everybody up. and withont wait-
ing for breakfast we all elimbed 1n our boats and ¢com-
menced towing. Very soon it started to blow rght
ahead. The Yale was the best sailor “‘on the wind' and,
ratching to windward, soon ont-distanced the others
and passed the Glad T'idings. As the Yale shot past the
(rlad Tidings Miss Smith got out the fog horn and
tooted at Reverend Merceer. 1t was hardly “cricket”™ of
Mereer to steal a lead on us, but he was not only a fine
seaman but a great pusher. I imagine he did not sleep

much all that night and that the temptaton to get
ahead was just too much for him. He was the toughest
of the tough —drove his own dogs in winter, usually
with neither cap nor mitts. | read the account of his
death in the papers some vears ngo. He was crossing a
bay on the Newfoundland coast in winter and was
caught in a hlizzard and frozen to death. He wasn’t
always popular with “the crowd’™ but had qualities
demanding respect, and his death was probably the
one he would have chosen—a Viking's death.

Result of the race: Yale first, Rigoled second. At
Rirolet we had sad news of Mr. Flynn, who had spent
the winter at Mud Lake. By the last 1ce he had accom-
panied Dr. Paddon to the summer hospital at lndan
Harbour—met with a gun accident and his leg had to
be amputated. By the first mail boat he received news
of his mother’'s death. Later I met him on the R yle on
criutehes, but as cheerlul as ever. He accepted s
troubles in true Labrador spirit.

At Rigolet I renewed acquamtance with Bill Shep-
hard, of Valleys Bight. Bill was {(and perhaps still 1s) a
Labrador worthy of the first note. Kind hearted and
hospitable hike all Labrador people, he had a zift for
tall sfories. When 1 met him in the winter I remarked
the snow was deep and the going bad. Bill replied that
1t was nothing. e had made a trip to Hopedale one
vear when the snow was so deep yvou ¢ould just see the
tips of the dog's tails waving above the snow. Bill had
a nice little jack (small fishing schooner, in this case
with outriggers on Lthe quarters instead of booms)
which took my faney, and which he gnaranteed had a
pitchpine-oak bottom, whatever that might be. |
bought it for £100. Boats were eheap in Labrador in
those davs. A day or two afterwards 1 left for Cart-
wright in the jack, with Georze Dickers and Peler
Pottle as crew. We had a fair wind and bye and bye
too much of t—pulled the stem out of the hoat we
wore towing and lost 1t. 1 wasn't sorry, as it threatened
to climb aboard once or twice, The wind incereased and
I shipped o few seas richt over my head, and I was glad
when Peter piloted usnto a harbour at Indian Islands.
Next day the wind was fair and not blowing too hard
and we reached Cartwright before dark.

Getting to Cartwright was like getting home. Be-
sides the Swatlields and the regular stafl, T was wel-
comed by Mr. N.N.W_.J. MeKenzie and hisson Burns,
with whom 1 had stayed two yvears before at North Bay,
Mr. MeKenzie, now general superintendent of the
Company's eastern posts, was on an inspection trip.

Now. kids. here ends a Labrador year—a vear |
enjoyved and always look back on with pleasure. T have
mentioned lots of names which probably mean nothoing
to vou, but names which represent people 1 like to
think of. Good fellows, all some of them ladhes, but
vood fellows just the same,
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Enemies of the Caribou

Phate by A, H. Stewart

By GEORGE ANDERSON
Nelson River District

The country of which the author writes is, roughly, that
which Rasmussen designates as being occupied by the
Caribou Eskimos. It may be defined geographically as
that area lying south of a line drawn from the mouth of
Ferguson River to the west end of Baker Lake, bordered
on the east by Hudson Bay and on the west by Kazan
River, and extending as far south as Nueltin Lake in the
west and Hubbart's Point (Long Point) in the east. It is
occupied by the Padleymuit, Hownertomuit and Ash-i-
armuit tnibes of Eskimos, and, where there happens to be
bush, a few Chipewyan Indians.

ARIBOU are the staple article of food to the
C E«kmmos and Indians who hve n earbou
.,J country. It may be argued that the Eskimos
along the sea-coast of this rerion have access to seal
meat, From my observattons, however, I would say
that seal meat 15 not a conwemal article of food for
thermn. True, they cat 1t, but not from preference,

As a food these Eskimos have three ways of (one
ecannot very well use the word “prepanng.” because
they don't i the accepted sense) using it. They are
(1) dried, (21 boiled. and 3) frozen.

The dried meat (nipko) is put up during the spring
migratton af the bueks northwards, the meat being et
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nto strips and set in the sun to dry. This is, as i< all
sueh work, the women’s job, and o woman who knows
her business ean remove all the tlesh from an aninl
without making a break. There 15 one curions point
about aipko which may be of interest: for this purpose
the Eskimos will not use the flesh of an animal which
huas been allowed to he over night with the entrails aod
hide intact.

Bailed meat =, of course. common 1o ull sensons. bt
during the winter a great proportion of the mest is
eaten frozen, the only implement required being a
sharp axe. It may be mentioned that practically the
only organs of any ammal the Fskimos do not et are



the hearts, hvers and Kidneys. Everything else is edible,
the tongues. brains and eyves bemng considered great
deliencies,

Besides being the staple human foad, it is well 10
remember that 115 nsed almost exelusively an this
region lor dog feed,

[n addition ta bemg the larder, the carthou supplhies
a variety of ather essentials for the natives: sinews lor
sewing thread, strings, and n some cases rape: skins
for bedding, hoots, socks, mitts, pants, parkas, tenls.
and an assortment of bags, ete.: fat for illumination,
although with the coming of the trader this 1s fast
Odling mnto disuse,

It may be seen from the foregoing that the caribon
laom large in tmportance m the Lives of the northern-
ers, and should there be any danger of extermination
steps should be taken to offset these dangers hefore it
15 too Inte

Let s now loak at the various factars which are said
to e menacing the continued existence of these ani-
mals, They may. in order of timportance, be put under
the following caterories, viz: wanton klling, civiliz-
ation, predatory animals, disease,

The people most dependent upon the
carthou are those who are mosl
vuilty of indiserminnte slaving. .
Mast natives are improvi-
dent,and. whilenot
being as notoriously so
as the Chipewyans,
the Eskimos are
cursed with that
trait. Few f
an). white men
in my experi-
enen are Fiven
to needless
slannghter.
The most
ol them
count ex-
penses, aid
anumuntion
cosls money
The nutives
anthe other
hand seem io
v herserk
when they get
imto range of o
herd. After kalling

natives who yet pursue the caribou. using the time
honoured mothods., They simply watt at konown deer
crossings and spear the herds in the water [rom
kavaks., On one oceasion 1 remonstrated with an Fs-
kimo about the amount of ammunition he used and
the number of canbon he Killed. He mformed me that
if I wanted to see wasteful killing 1 should go further
tnland, A the saome Dme he tald me that he had made
a trip into that region during the previons summer
and had witnessed such o lilhing hiomself. Apparently
the crossing at which it took place was ahove a falls
on a fair sized river. The Eskimos watted in ambush
until a large herd entered the stream and then took (o
their kavaks. Practically the whole herd was wiped
out and the rver below the Falls was dammed with
dead deer. The tragedy of it all was that the bhulk of
these caribou were left (o rot. A somewhat sinudar tale
wiis told me by o white man, During one of the periodie
farmines experienced o that country, he had occasion
Lo pass through an Fskimo camp. He knew that these
particular people had killed abundant meat during
the fall mgration, and naturally enoneh asked an old
man how it was that they were now starving.

The reply was that they had not both-

ered ta move the carcasses (o i

- ~afe place after the killing., Con-
sequently the mngority were
lost under the overtlow
which subsequently

I'rn LZC ovaer. T II Ll
Chipewyvans are
respansibile for
another Illl.'lr\t‘
of this waste-
fidness, It has
been reported
O nurperous
ocensions
thatthese
luedrans
have killed
carihou for

no other rea-

=on than to
obtauin the
tongues, In
same parts of
the countey 1

1= nol uncormman
o ~co lil\'l‘;lll_\
= hundreds of ear-

suflicient for their ~ - chissesleft by the
requitements, theyv v Chipewvans with only
atppear unable to stop. the Langues remaoved.

A kind of blood-lust takes . L1t the previous paragrapls
hold of them. and they con- I have made reference to
tinue (o lall unol there s noth- ——— ane aspect of civilization, e

inge left standing or within range

From this 1t would appear that
the advent of the modern mitle con-
tribites greatly towards this slaugh-
tor. I, in commaon with most people
who witness this spectacle for the
first tume. was of that opimton. The
Eskimos themselves, however, have a different =fary
to tell, They assert that before they had firearms the
deer were maore tame ared they, the natives, were jihle
to et eloser and Kill more. This 15 borne out hy com-
petent witnesses.  West of Padlex post there are

Caribou often [ight, especially dur-
ing their mating season, Their
horne somelimes lock and break
off. and aceasionally skeletons are
found with the horns still locked

Phota by Department of Mines and
Natural Hesnurons

the modern nitle. Before going on ta
civilization as o whole, there 15 one
other point abaut eifles whieh should
he ratsed. Within the last few vears
the power of the ordinary (22 car-
tridge has been so merenscd that 1t
18 capable of klling canbion at a
fairly long range. 11 shoald be pomted ont that i s
isually the voung boys who hunt with rifles using this
type of shell, and that the older hunters and all white
men of my acquaintance use high powered rifles.
Unfortunately. for every annal Killed outright with
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these rifles {.22) there are innumerable which wander
off so severely wounded that they also die without being
of any use to anyvone

There are opinions that. with the encroachment of
civilization, the caribou must disappear as did the
butTalo. Although ecivilization deoes tend to drive game
mto more remote places the case of the buffalo is not
analogous to that of the caribou. What was buffale
country is now a feriale wheat belt. But it is not likely
that the present caribou country will ever prove to be
productive. Except for trading posts and mineral finds
i isolated areas, the caribou will be left in mueh the
same state as they are today.

Or the predatory animals which rely on the caribou
for their main food supply. wolves make by far the
ereatest mroads in their numbers. There 1s no doubt
about wolves being destructive. One has only to see
the carcasses of deer left strewn over the country to
learn that fact. Some are not even touched-—simply
kilted for the love of killing. True. it is a tremendous
waste, but then the carmbou have survived conntless
ages with the wolves having 1t all theirr own way.
It is the accumulation of eneniies which endanger the
herds. Wolves today are extremely abundant, but
they are no more €o than they have been in the past.

Of recent yvears we have been hearing more and more
about earibou dying off by disease. Undoubtedly these
ammals are. 1n common with every other species,
afllicted by some ailments. Some of these are probably
fatal, for 11 is unlikely that all earibou which survive
their more tangible enemies live long enough to die of
senile decay. On the other hand I have never heard of a
pestilence wlach has struck down whole herds.

The only real danger 1s wanton killing. Before the
coming of firearms the natives had been aceusfomed
to promiscuous slaying. At that time however the
slanghter was confined to the spring and fall mi-
grations, Now they have an all-the-vear-round open
senson. The advancement of eivilization and the white
man 1s not, | think, a pressing menace. If one takes in-
to consideration the number of predatory animals
killed by the “whites™ it will be seen that the earibou
benefit, becanse every wolf killed is a potential saving
(at a conservative estimate) of a hundred caribou per
annum. On the other hand wolves are necessary, for
without them the earibou would probably degenerate.
Asitis the wolves keep them on the gu? vive and help to

maintain that “*balance of nature’ which, if the wolves
were eliminated. would be destroved. The question of
disease also comes under the “bhalance of nature.” It
is o known fact that all animal life runs in eycles, and
we are beginning to realize that each individual eyele
hinges very defimtely on the others. In other words
the prosperity of one affects the whole. At present
comparatively little is known of the caribou in this
direction. hut we assnme that they fit into the picture
also.

The following are brief comments on the scarcity
and abundance of caribou during the past ten yeuars.
Preceding each note is the name of the locality to
whieh the observation pertains.

7. Padley - Extremely searce. Starvation.
Padley-— Scarce: barely sufficient for re-

quirements.

1028-29. Padley  Abundant.
). Padley-— Abundant.

1930-1931. Nonala— Exceptionally abundant.

1931-32, Tha-anne River — Abundant; sufficient for
requirements.

1932-33, Nonala — Extremely scarce.

1933-34, Churchill —Abundant. (This also applies to
Nonala.|

1934-35, Nonala— Very abundant.

1935-36 Nonala— Kxceptionally abundant.

It 1s mteresting to note that, usually. when the
caribou are plentiful inland they are scarce on the
coast, and eiee rersa. Why it should be that they
change their routes 1s not definitely understood. The
great reason for them comimg to the salt water 15 of
course to satsfy their systems’ salt requirements. This,
however, does not answer the question fully. It 1s
known that these animals at times alter their usnal
line of travel by considerable distances. Perhaps it 1sin
an endeavonr to miss places where they have en-
countered hunters. Who knows? As good an answer as
any o the riddle 1= given by a friend of mine: For a few
seqsons the deer allow the natives to have a good time
at their expense. The cartbou then fool the natives by
not turning up at the aceepted rendezvous. It is then
the natives’ turn to have a tough time!

In spite of their nps and downs, the eartbou appear
to =urvive without any appreeciable shrinkage in their
numbers. With them a parallel may be drawn with
Tennyson's “Brook' they go on for ever.

Caribou are strong swimmers and 1n a migration will cross many lakes.
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Apprentice Training, 1937

By R. H. CHESSHIRE. Fur Trade Commissioner's Office

gt

Back B%}n qus—fl 1o nght: G. Gardmer, Gmn!ell Sask.; L. Dlxon Winnipeq; I. G. Cruden, Winnipeqg; S. H. Watson, Kamsack, Sask.;

Buhr, Winnipeg

3 iles, me)eu ). D.
Front Row, left to right: C,

Lcnsan Wmmpeg.

Hocey, Winnipeg, 1. M. Maguire, Winnipeq,
H. Black, Komumo Man.; ] Runcie (Post Manager), Winnipeg; Ralph Parsona
(Fur Trade Commissioner), Winnipeg: K. T, Uidler, Winnipeg; P

. M. \Nnghl Winnipeq, D. H. Pitts, Winnipeg.

The first graduating class of the Fur Trade Training School at
Winnipeg is pictured above. These young men will soon be on their
way to some of the Company's 232 posts to begin their actual
apprenticeship and we wish them much happiness in their new life.

GREAT deal of time and consideration is given
Almluv\ by progressive organizalions towards the
adequate training of all branches of themr stall,
Particularly is this true of beginners where a wide
opportunity exists to give them a sohid grounding in
the basie fundamentals of their work. Indeed, upon
the manner in which themr early training s conductod
will depend to a very great extent their ultimate degree
of success.

Today the FurTrade is on the threshold of a new ern

an era of great development, rapid changes, 1m-
proved comumunication and transport, and intensive
competition. All this demands a highly trained staff to
ensure that we move with energy and precision. For
this reason a traiming sehool hasg been designed winch
is specially equipped to fulfil the partieular require-
ments of the Fur Trade, and the sehool became n
working reality in Februnry of this year. While it is
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fullv recogmzed that the tramming received in the school
by beginners ¢an in no way take the place of practical
experience, nevertheless all subsequent expertence will
Lie the mare productive and beneficinl if it is preceded
by such instrocton. which forms a correct foundation.

The apprentices who are 1o be given elementary
trawnnge in this school are recruited from the vieinty of
Edmaonton, Montreal and Winmpeg. The Hual selee-
tion 1~ mande moevery mstance by oo representative
from the Fur Trade Commissioner’s oflice. Im this way
recrints are judged and chosen by o constant standard
and from the pomnt of view of the Fur Trade as a
whole ruther than sectional interest=. Also 1t 1s possible
to make sure that the new reermt has put to him in
plaan terms the condinons of work and life and the
prospeets before him. Morve particulurly, we can made
certaimn that he realizes the type of serviee which he 1s
cutering, its traditions pond hackeround. and what will
bLie l-‘{pm'tm! of hirn.

I briely onthmuog the operations ol the schiool, onr
comments at this tirme are restrieted 1o o deseription of
1ts funetions an relation to the traming of new recruits,
sinee it is for that purpose ondy that 1t has so far heen
utilized.

The preliminary training covers a nine-weeks course,
and the currienlum s designed 1o give instruetion
the following subjects: [fur grading, merchandising,
post accounting, first aid, wireless telegraphy, radio,
mechames and carpentry. Dealing with each of the
stibject= an the order named, we will attempt to de-
gcribe briefly their respective funetions.

I'res A representative group ol furs 18 supphed
with sufficient of each variety to provide an oppor-
tunity to study and grade them by colour, size and
texture. The course commences with prelimmary in-
strietions of a peneral nature which are necessary to
enable the student to understand the basie fundamen-
tuls of grading. after which each reerutt 1= given o
different type of fur to grade. Two periods, one 1 the
morning and one i the afternoon, are spent on this far
before passing on to another varmety. In this way ench
student studies five varieties ench week, and every
type of fur s systematically studied during the period
of the course. As 1= only desirable, repetition 1s [re-
quent. The selection of pelts s, of course. ehanged
often to prevent the student grading from memory.

While such o brmel course on a subrecetl so compre-
hen=1ve could not be expected 1o produce an experd

grader. or anviling even approaching it. nevertheless
it does provide an invaluable foundation upon which
the berinner can expand his knowledge in the future,

Mencmannpise— Here agmin the objoct of the cotirse
i to explain in simple terms the elementary funda-
mentals upon whieh profitable store-keeping is based.
A specific period of time s allotted to each subject, and
thetr sequence so arranged that the student i~ enabled
to grasp the outstanding fundamentals without earn-
fusion. Fach phase of merchandising is diseussed first
m theory and then followed by practical demonstra-
tions. For instanee, after a theoretical discussion on
the [anetions and importanee of basic stocks, the
recriits are taken into the model trading store and
introduced to a purposely ill-balanced assortment of
merchandise, Their ultimate enticisms and recom-
mendations mmdieate to what extent the prineiples
previously enuneiated have boen understood.

The merchandise instruetion is given in an actual
store fully stocked with merechandise and specially con-
structed for purposes of training. The store s equipped
with the latest type of small store fixtures, such as
selling tahles, solfeserviee grocery bmnks, removable
stock shelves, ete. All this equipnnent 1= standardized
and can be ordered for any trading post. Thus distriet
manawers and visiting post manseers who see any =uch
tixtures that could be nsed advantageously in their
stares have only to request a blueprmt on which s
shown aull the necessary specifications for its con-
straction. It will be seen from the accompanying
photographs illustrating the exterior and interior of
the store that itis in every =ense of the word a practieal
working unit.

IPosT Accovstinag - For the first month the new
recraits are tanght the elementary prineiples of sunple
bookkeeping., after which they apply the knowledge so
acquired to our forms and system. In this manner
no great dilficulty s experienced in understanding o

The interior of the store is equipped with mod-
emn store fixtures and fully stocked with
merchandise.

The model trading store, situated in the Fur
Trade depot in Hudson's Bay House, Instruc-
tion in windew dressing is given in the schoal.



subject that has proved a constant difliculty to many
others who have not had the privilege of this early
training.

A comprehensive understanding of this work s
essential to a post manager, and if he can perform his
accounting duties with ease and despateh 11 means just
that much more time and thought can be devoted to
subjects of greater importance.

Finsr Atn The first aid traimang is undertaken by
the St. John's Ambulanee Corps. Classes are given
once weekly for a period of one and a halt hours under
the expert supervision of the St John's Ambulunce
Corps representative, Dr. J. H. R. Bond. Dr. Bond has
devoled a greai part of the past twentv-tive vears to
the teaching of first aid and has conducted his classes
to the evident interest and appreciation of his pupils
At the expiration of the course the students nre given
a practical examination under a specally appommted
examiner and thereby have the opportunity to secure
their diplomas of proficiency.

The value of this work cannot be over-emphasized,
as the knowledge thus gained might well provide the
menns of =aving hife or hmb on some future oceasion.

Rapro anp Wineress — Radio instruction has tuaken
the form of a series of one hour lectures ench week
mving practical demonstrations on the elomentary
principles of radio. with a view to providing the
student with the necessary knowledge to diagnose the
cantse of breakdowns and defeets and effect the neces-
sary repairs. The transmitting and receiving by Morse
code has been very successfully taught, and this work
has found ready and interested reception. As with the
other subjects, tests are griven at the end of the course
to ascertain the proficiency ol each individual

A knowledge of this work is particularly mmportant,
and 1t 15 bomng specifieally mtroduced at this time with
a view to providing our men with the necessary know-
ledge 1o nltimaiely enable rapnd communication bheing

Aecounting classes are held regularly to
prepare the apprentices for this important
phase of posl management.

The fur grading classes are a feature of the
school and the apprentices receive a ground
ing in the basic fundamentals of fur buying.

carried on between posts by means of short wave
wireless.

Mecnantes — In the teaching of mechanies. tuition
covers vartous types of engines, and particularly those
used For lightung plants and outbonrd motors. Special
attention 18 given to a detailed study of oulboard
maotors and their well knowo idiosynerasies. A working
knowledge of these motors can be of very real practieal
assiatanee, often saving considerable time and expense.

CARPENTRY These classes coneentrate on practical
bailding and repair problems. An elementary working
knowledge proves to be of great practieal assistance in
inter years.

In addition to the sulgeets already mentioned,
which formed the mam part of the course. arrange-
ments were made For o series of hall-hour talks each
day, Twice a week these talks were on subjects con-
cerning the Company’s history and generally con-
=1sted of a graphic deseription of outstanding person-
alities who have in the pust made great contributions
to the Company's success and development. Such talks
are inspirational and help to awaken an anterest and
admiration for the greatl tradinions of the Company.
They are also instrumental in giving the recruil some
conception of the oblipations that he has inherited and
some 1dea of the course he must follow if these lhagh
standards and 1deals are 1o be mamtained.

Other talks are given on various subjects of practiceal
interest and include deseriptions of the various nilive
tribes, hoth Indian and Fskimo. their eustoms, tem-
perameéent and general hving conditions; canos trans-
port work: our own transport routes, and general living
conditions m the North., These talks proved wvery
popular, and ths particudarly so 1o regard 1o those
dealing with matters of historieal mterest. Arrange-
ments are bemmg  considered Tor a short ecourse of
practical instruction in cooking, sinee a reasonable
kuowledge of this work 15 often necessary and of great
Leneilt. When the course is completed the receruils are
appointed to varions posis where this particular form
of assistance 1= required.

At this stage perhaps the most important faet tao
note 1s that “apprenticeship’” mmphes carveful super-
vision and expert tranme. On this aceount special con-
sudoration is given not only to the posts but atso ta the
travmnge abiliny of the managers i charge, to ensure
that the apprentiees will continue to receive proper
mmstruction and develop into well traned far traders.
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Kamloops 1812-1937

This summer the city of Kamloops is celebrating its
one hundred and twenty-fifth birthday. In 1812 a
fur trade post, known as Fort Shuswaps, was es-
tablished on the banks of the Thompson rivers, and
from this little settlement has grown a modern city.

Company the one hundred and twenty-fifth anni-
versary of a settlement i that Central British

rrll IS yvear the ity of Kamloops celebrates with the

Columloa distriet. Tt was there in 1512 at the confluence
of two rivers that the Astormm Company bult a (ar trade
post. This Fort was situated on the south shore of the
South Thompson niver and was known as Shuswaps fort,
Letng named after the local tribe of Tudians.

The North-West Company absorbed the Astorin Com-
pany m 1813, took over Fort Shuswaps and built a new
post on the east shore of the north bhraneh of the river at
the confluence. It was named after David Thomp=on.
who. though he never teavelled on their waters, has for
over a century been eredited with the discovery of the
Thompson Rivers. Thi= error 15 attmibuted to Simon
Fraser, whoan 1808 deseended o river which he thought to
be the Columlina, Actually he was on the Fraser mver.
While travelling he was informed by Indians that white
people had lately passed down the “first large river to the
left.” Fraser presumed that they were referring to David
Thompson (who was then i the serviee of the North-
West Company ) and his companions., On reaching the
Forks (of the Fraser and South Thompson vivers), Fraser
assumed that the river Howing from the left was the one
referred to by the Indians, and somewhere near the source
of i1 his friends were established. So he named it Thomp-
son's River. In reality Thompson was not on that river.
but on the “lirst large river to the lefi,”" the Columbia.

There were a large number of Indians in the Fort
Thomps=on district and the post was attacked on several
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occeastons, Nevertheless, from
1513 till o few wvears after the
Hudson's Bayv Company took
over the post. the trade an Turs
mereased. After 1821 the beaver
began to disappear. Arehibald
MeDonald mentions this in has
report on the trade in 1827 as
follows: “"For this sudden falling
oll. there 15 no other pheasable
ti.e. plansible s way of nccounting,
than the Beaver run on the verge
of extermination, whieh the




niatives themselves observe, suind
not only depreeate this loss, but
the rapid disappearance of wood
antmils also.” The situation was
evidently very senous. beenuse
when Sir George Simpson visited
Kamloops o 1525 he wrote m hns
report ta the Company in Lon-
don: “The post of Kamloops, on
Thompsons River, is a very un-
prafitable FEstabhshment, and
the prineipal eause of 1ts bemmg
kept up, as the people could he
employed to more advantage
clsewhiere, 15 the danger 10 which the New Cale-
donian outtits and returns would be exposed. from
the natives of Thompsons River 1n passing to and
from (Fort) Vancouver, if we were to withdraw from
their country, The outfits of this post are brought
from (Forti Vancouver to Okanagan by Boat, and
from Okanogan to the Establishment which 1= situ-
ated on the Banks of Thompsons River a distance of
about 300 miles, by Horses. The Natives are upon
the whole well disposed towards the Whites, but
heing numerons, 1t 18 considerad ndvisable to keep a
largor complement of people than the Trade can
well afford to guard against accident. -

Kamloops, 1937

ven though the trade was lagging, the Company con-
tinued to operate a post. lu 1842, under the direction of
John Tod, a new fort was constructed on the west side of
the North Thompson river. The name of the post was
changed to Kamloops, which means, “The Meoting Place
of Waters" It was a larger fort with several dwellings, «
atore and other buildings, The pahsades were fifteen feet
high and were strenethened by two bastions, There was a
corral for over three hundred horses which were used to
pack supphies from the Okanagan to Kamloops.

Giold was discoverad 1o 1862 in the rivers, streams and
lakes of the Wamloops distriet, Placor mumng brought
new people into the conntry. Fur trade was overshadowed
and onee again the Company moved its fort, this time to
the sonth hank of the South Thompson opposite the con-
tlnence. This post was built by Donald Meleod and was
meht on the tral from Oregon to the pold rivers of
the north. Business improved: mining brought many
secondary  mdustries. The Hudson's Bay Company's
work changed from trading to ontfitting, bhuving prodince
from “outside” and selling it to the miners.

This wave of prosperity continued, but the road to
Kamloops was difficuli. Many davs were consumed by
the pioneer m paddling up fast runming rivers, then by
pack horse aver mountaon trails in constant danger of the
Shuswaps=. Finally, in 1885 the Canadian Paeific Rulway
arrived, bringing ¢ pew era to Kamloops, for the lure of
wold o easily washed i the rivers and lakes held the m-
aginabion of many “wanderlust” easterners. Hundreds
came mto the country for only a few short years, durnng
which time huge fortunes were made. By the turn of the
century there were two sawrmills, o cigar factory, a brick
and hime works and a brewery established in Kamloops.
The Klondike grold rush brought in more people, outlitting
there helore gomng ™" from the Cartboo. Settlers were
invading the prairies. and some of them came mmto the
mountains, where the chimate s more favourable 1o cer-
tain kinds of farming, The arrival of the CN.R. made
Ramloops a divisional point for hoth transcontinenial
lines, and an ymportant radroad centre. But what of the
Company during this period of transition” When the
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setllement began to grow, business was transferred
from the post to store bwldings in the centre of the
town. Then, in 1912, another move was muade to the
line bulding now oceu-
pred, and from tlhas head-
quarters the Hudson's
Bay Company still sepves
Kamloops,

Beingr on the main hine
ol the two transcontiment-
al ratlways, on the trans-
Canada hichway, and at
the confluence of 1wo
large rivers, Kamloops is
one of the mosi important
mland towns of British
Columbia, 1t is the dis-
tribiting eentre and sup-
ply base for the intevior,
and the market place for
all the farmers, catile
ranchers and frmt grow-
ers of the Thompson valley and the Cartboo distrier.

Kamloops is the centre of a very famons agricultural
distriet. Phe long, open season and the vich grazing
plains produce cattle and sheep which rank with the

The present Kamloops store.

finest. Horse breeding has been a major industry
since the “pack trains” and there is a ready market
tor horses from this distriet at bath coast and praine
points. Wheat raising,
dairying and a thriving
frut, veretable and pro-
duee industry all contrib-
ute to the business ac-
tivity of this western
city, and there seem 1o be
definite possibilities of it
becoming a nuning centre
in the near future.,

In the centre of beauti-
ful mountan peaks. Kam-
loops enjoys a very mod-
erate and headthful  cli-
mate. Besides lovely Riv-
erside Park., overlooking
the Thompson rivers,
which 15 the recreation
centre with 1ts swunming
heach. tennis courts and sports lields. the citizens are
fortunate i having excellent mountamn taals for
riding, and mountain streams full of fighting cold
water trout for real fishing.
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“Bob and Granny”

The most beloved couple along the
Mackenzie river, now enjoying their
retirement at Fort Fitzgerald post.

JOHN BARTLEMAN
Manager, Mackenzie-Athabasca District

OR a quarter of a 4 7

century but few have

pone into the Narth-
wesl  Territories without
meeting Androw  MeDer-
mott. For fifty-one vears
he served the Great Com-
pany in the North hefore
he rotired at the close of
Ourfit 266. He knew the
North when canoe and
York boat carried in mer-
chandise and returned with
furs, and when the speed of
a dor train was of greater
interest than that of an
aeroplane is today .

Mre. MeDermott 1s every
inch a westerner., Born an
Fort Garry on 12th Decem-
her 1862, he was the grand-
son of a Selkirk eolonist
who was a person to be
reckoned with in s day,
Andrew MeDermott, an
ambitious  lrishman  who
hecame the first indepen-
dent trader a1 Fort Garry.
Toduy he 15 rememberad in
Winnipeg by MeDermott
Street, which was built on
what was part of the Ne-
Dermott farni.

“RBob.," for s0 we must
call him (everyvone does:
but why, they do not
know !, was eduented at St.
John's College, the tratning school for generations of
fur traders. Leaving school, e tried farming, bat the
ovdered routine wis not to the liking of a descendant
ol the AMeDermotts. Then 1o 15384 he went with Lus
unele. an independent trader, to I<le o la Crosse. Here
“RBob™ found a sphere of hife to Ins hiling. For one
winter he worked with his unele, and then, on the first
of June 1885, he entered the service of the lHudson's
Bay Compuny as an apprentice clerk at Green Lake
post. Twenty-twao vears of age at the time, he had
Lehind him mueh personal experience and the tradition
of two generntions of Canadian pioneers, This bacek-
rround was o great asset to him, for the yvear 1885 was
a stirFing one o the annals of the West, Reil's lollowers

Mr. and Mrs. McDermott at Fort Filegerald

were active in that part of
the country in which he
was emploved. At {ireen
Lake the post was pillaged,
and far and wide terror and
unrest were rampant. Bul
through 1t all “*Bobh'
handled a brieade of York
bouts and took in his mere-
chandise and brought out
his furs without nmushap.

I 1886 he was trans-
ferred to lsle a la Crosse,
and aller one more year's
expeorience he was promaoted
Lo Sourts [biver ns manager,
Then in 1890 he went baek
to Isle o I Crosse as dis-
irtet accountant. In 18494
he was at Portage la Loche,
then 1n turn at Lae du
Brochet and Pelican Nar-
rows, until in 1912 he was
transferred to Fort Fite-
gerald. He spent one year,
1917, at Fort Smith, two
vears at Fond du Lace, one
vear at Fort MekKay and
six vears at Fort MoeMur-
ray. ln 1929 he went back
io Fort Fitzgerald, where
he remmned for the rest of
his service,

This may seem but a dull
recital of dates, hut to
‘Bob'" the vears were full
of adventure. He learned
the Cree and Chipewvan tongues and to converse
fluently in the Freneh of the Metis. He learned to
handle canoe. York boat and scow. lle kept and took
intense pride m lis trann of dogs. and (o this dav avers
that they were the best that ever galloped over the
winter snow. He trapped for fur. and to outwit rival
traders in the seareh for pelts waos the spice of life to
him. If has trade goods ran short he came home hare of
personal belongines, What did 10 matter of his blanket,
axe or kettle went, so long ks he had the lar?

[n 188X “Bob' met with his higgest adventure, for,
bemg granted furlough, he went home to Winnipeg
On the way there he stopped at Prinee Albert and
marred Kllen Flett, the

s

(Continned on page 82
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Fort Smith, where the water roule 1o the Wedders Arctic begine

Three Company Posts
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Sir John Franklin’s Last Voyage

A brief history of the Franklin expedition Icmd an
outline of the researches which established the facts
of its tragic outcome.

Sir John Franklin. From a painting by Derby

By
CHIEF TRADER WILLIAM GIBSON, FRG.S

The major feature of this Fur Trade number 2 William Gibson's
article on the Franklin expedition. There 15 no one today better
equipped 1o write on the subject of the Franklin tragedy than Mr.
Giibeon. e hag been a elose student of the subject for many vears
and the hterdture on the Franklin expedition 1 almaost a liheary o
Hsell—Dbut, what & more tmportant, be has Lved twelvie vears in the
Arctic and travelled over those reaches of Arctie coastline alonge
which the Franklin men perphed o thewre attempl to get south.
Mr. Gibson's story has literally everyvtlong —adventure. tragedy
horosm and the fant eolours of shattersd romance. The author is
in addition responsible for many of the exseellent photographs.



The Author

“Not here: the white North has thy bones, and thou,
Heroie Salor Soul!
Art passing on thy happiler voyvage now,
Toward no Earthly Pole.™!

O pages 1in the mstory of discovery present more

stirring appeal to the mmagimation than those

dealing with the exploration of the Polar
regions. For four centuries a long line ol adventurous
navigators strove to pierce the gloom whiel shrouded
i mystery those vast areas of 1wee filled seas and stark
repellent lands. Impelled by the dream of a North-
west Passage, as a vastly shorter route from ihe old
world to the fabulous markets of the Orient, genera-
tion after generation of enterprising mariners pressed
their frail vessels agmn and again into the maelstrom
of the Polar floes.

The main assault upon the Arctie regions to the
north of the North Ameriean continent was in quest of
o North-west Passage as a connected and navigahle
sea leading from the Atlantie to the Pacific Oceans. In
oxecution 1t was predominantly Brtish. By the com-
mencement of the mneteenth century it had. as an
undertaking., virtually passed into the hands of the
British Navy, The solution of the age-long problem of
the Passage. and the unravelling of that gipantic archi-
pelago which stretehes polewards from our nerthern
shores, was generally recognized at that time as an
enterprise peculiar to the world’s greatest maritime
nation.

The first half of the mneteenth century witnessed a
suceession of great naval expeditions which vigorously
pushed their explorations farther and farther into the
then unknown recesses of the Aretic. In the history of
the North-west Passage this period may he said to
have been the hich water mark in concentrated etfort
and achievement. Undeterred by failares or meagre
steceesses, or by the formidabde forces of nature whieh
blocked their way. rmpatient of privations amd the
exactions of a harsh elimate, distinguicshed Aretic cap-
tains in the serviee strove for appomtments and re-
turned repeatedly to employ their skill and leadershp
s Torging a pathwas through this ey rouie to ithe
pates of the Pacitie.

The entailed effort was not i any sense continuous
m that it was free from interruptions and intervals
af tme. Dependent upon the preoccupation of the

nation in relation to foreign engagements, the state of
the national finanees, and the recurring revival of
public interest. the atiempis were ol necessity spas-
modlie.

It was during this period that the first overland
journevs through Canada to the shores of the Aretic
Ocean were embarked upon. These journevs—which
were intended to support and implement the sea
vovages — were undertaken by the Briush Navy. and
ulso by the Hudson's Bay Company. The success of
the land journeyvs in delineating vast stretches of the
coasthne and adjacent islands, gives nse o question
why this method of exploration was not more fully
emploved m preferenee to the sea voyvages. The
answer undoubtedly lies in the facet that Great Britam
was the world's leading sea power, and the prosecution
of the exploration in the hands of the Royal Navy,
Not only was the discovery of the Passage desirable,
but an cssential motive existed 1 navigating ships of
deep draught through it.

The combined results of the sea voyvages and the
overland journeys gradually resulted i the foundation
of the charts of the North American Aretic. While
many huge gaps existed. and the whole lacked eo-
hesion, the suceess attained acted as a spur 1o renew-
ed efforts in order 1o bring to a linal solution the stub-
horn and tantalizing problem. Blocked repeatedly by
the huge masses of iee to the westward of the mamn
opening through the archipelago on the 74th parallel,
the prosecution of the search by sea was ransferred to
a more southerly latitude withun the ittoral waters of
the continent. No greater suceess was achieved 1o this
direction. The theory of an open Polar sea ns n high-
way to the Pacific was proving a failacy.

Ciradually but foreibly the fact hecame apparent
that the North-west Passage when discovered
cotld never prove of any value as a seaway for the
ships of war or commerce. This was substantially con-
firmed when Sir John Ross returned to England from
his notable voyvage in 183 Forced to abandon las
slup. imprisoned in the e, he made a masterly retret
with his erew after a sojourn of nearly five yvears in the
central portion of the Ameriexn Arcetie. The results of
hiz expedition e¢learly indieated that a long peninsula,
Enown today as Boothic, extended north from the
continent, projecting any possible North-west Pas-
sage 1o the high latitude of the 74th parallel; those
very 1ee mfested waters which had repeatedly proved
@t barrier to progress and suceess in the past.

The deductions founded upon the discoveries of Sir
John Ross were not entirely acceurate, for a small nar-
row strat hisected the peninsula on the 72nd parallel.
creating of the northern portion an island, which is
known today as North Somerset; but for all practical
purposes  the anference was plain—the North-west
Passage as a commerainl project of practieal utiliry
was clumerieal and ceased to exist.

Thiz realisation. which robbed the discovery of a
Passage of the material reward which had hitherto
been the main diving loree helund the search for 1is
existence, was not 1o dampen the zeal of the explorers,
or lessen the public niterest, until the problem was
finally solved and vietory achieved. The history of the
human race is closely associated with man's tireless
urge to explore and conguer the most hidden mysteries
and nnknown recesses of our globe. The quest for the
North-west Passage continued with the same support
and enthusiasm as before, but the problem had resolv-
ed 1tsell into a purely geograplieal one.
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The vear 15844 muarked in England a recurrence of
mterest o the final <olution of the interminable prob-
lem. The time seemed favourabie for launching and
despatching another expedition to the Polar regions.
The country was at peace, and enjoving a hich degree
ufl prosperity; ample funds were available 1 the
National Treasiry; lay experts and expertenced naval
olficers, as well as the Roval Societies and leading
setentists of the day, experienced little dilfieulty in
promoting the undertaking and securing the approval
of the Admuralty. So mueh had already been acceom-
plished by the British over a long period of time. and
it was believed so hitle remuained to he done to com-
plete the discovery of the Passage. that the proposed
expedition was generally looked upon as a matter of
national importance, and indispensable 1o the prestige
of the country and the Roval Navy. The enterprise
excited the infense mterest and enthusiasm of all
classes of people in the country. It was generally felt
that a supreme and well coneoived effort eould not
fuil to achieve the final vietory

In thas atmosphere the Franklin expedition had 1s
tneeption, It s the history and fate of this oxpedition
which we are about to consuler in these pages. The
high hopes cherished for its success were never realised,
for it resulted in the greatest tragedy in the history of
Paolar exploration. The fact 18 estabhshed, however,
that in the midst of polgnant disaster. it solved the last
Link to which ihe discovery of the North-west Paszage
haed been then reduced,

In 1ts orgamsation and equipment the expedition
was carelfully and elaborately planned and the scope
of 14 activities ambitiously considered. While the
nominal object was the completion of the discovery of
the North-west Passage as purely a matter of geo-
graphical importance 11 was decided 10 combine
important contributions to many other branches of
screnee, The fields of proposed investigation ineluded
such branches of science as oceanography, geodesy,
terrestrial magnetisin, botany, ormthology, geology
and marime biology.

The ships selected were two stout well-proved ves-
sels of the bomb-Leteh type. Both had previously served
i the Antarcue. while one had also served im the
Arctie. The Krebus was of three hundred and seventy
tons register, and her consort, the 7error, of three
hundred and forty tons. From a contemporary source
we learn the following details of their desigen and con-
struction: “The Krebus was built at Pembroke Dock-
vard dunng the yvears 1824-6. The Tervor was built 1n
a private vard at Topsham during the years [812-13.
They were of wood, and being designed to withstand
the shock of howitzers firng from their decks at high
clevation. were exceedingly strongly built. For Polar
work. of which they had had their full share, they were
still further fortified, themr planking ‘doubled,” their
frames multiplied and their bows and sterns built up
infernally until they became alimost sohid masses of
wood. As already stated they were flush-decked. They
were hoth three masted. and for their last vovage
Lbarque-rigged. They were of great bewm in proportion
to their length, and exceedingly blutl in the hows,
which made them dull (slow and unhandy ) o smhing
Their hulls were painted black, therr weatherworks
(anbove the water line) vellow, and their masts white, ™

RBath vessels were specially equipped for the vovage
with steam engines ol twenty horse-power. The serew
propeller. which had just been imvented and recently
improved, featured also one of the up-to-date instal-
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lations. The Erebus and Terror were 1n fact the first
vessels to earry this new invention to Aretic waters. In
flat ealm the auxiliary power was capable of propelling
the vessels at the rate of around two knots per hour.
We rain some idea of the size of the engines from
letter written by Captain Fitzjames of the Frebus. In
the humorous style he employed in deseribing things,
he wrote: “Our encine is down alongside. It came
drawn by ten coul black horses and weighs fifteen tons.™”

The same care which attended the selection of the
vessels and the adoption of the most up-to-date aux-
iliary motive power. was evidenced in the provision
of equipment, stores and instruments. The expedition
when completed and ready to put to sea had cost the
British Government the considerable sum of £75.4K1-
12-11; & =sum far 1y excess of any previously expended

on a single expedition.

Captan Sir John Franklin, a veteran in the field of
Aretie exploration, was appointed to the command.
Ie was supported by a very able body of officers, the
pick of the entire service. Selecting the Krebus to earry
his pennant. he took with him as second in command
Captain James Fitzjames, a very capable ofticer who
ranked hiyrh o the estimation of the Admuralty. but
who had no previons experience in the Aretie. Captam
I'. IR. N. Crozier was appoinfed to command ithe
Tervor. He had a long record of DPolar service to his
credit, having served in the three great Arcetie vovages
of Rear Admiral Parry. as well as in the Antarctic
under Captmn James Clark Ross

Sir John Frankhin s an imperishable figure in the
epachal period of geographical diseovery i the Arctie
regions of North America. The grenter part of his dis-
tnguished career was devoted to exploration and the
conquest of the North-west Passage. Born at Spilshy,
Lincolnshire, m the vear 1786, he entered the Royal
Navy as a lirst-class volunteer at the age of fifteen
vears. Still at this tender age he served in the Polu-
phemus at the action under Nelson before Copenhagen,
2nd Apnl, 1801, The following tour vears he served in
the fnvestigator, a survey ship engaged 1in charting the
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western ecoast of Australia.

It was the influence of this voyvage of surveyv which
led him on the way to become later a skilful engineer
and geographer of renown. By the vear 18035 he was
serving on board the famous Relferophon and had
charge of the vessel's signals throughout the immortal
hattle of Trafalgar. During the American War for in-
dependence, 1514, he was shehtly wounded i the
disastrous attempt to capture New Orleans. His first
contact with the Arctie 1ce came in 1X18, when as
Lieutenant he commanded the Trent. which ship,
company with the Dorathea, attempted to negotiate a
passage aeross the North Pole by way of Spitzbergen.
His conduet and judement durine this vovage won the
approbation of the Adnuralty, and definitely estab-
lished his qualities for leadership and resourcefulness in
this special sphiere of the service.

Sir John Franklin's chief fame, however, lies in his
two overland journeys through Canada to the shores of
the Polar Sea. These journeys were decided upon as an
auxtliary method of prosecuting the discovery of the
North-west Passage and mapping the northern coast
of the continent. They occupied the vears 1819-22 and
1825-27, and resulted tn a vast ageregation of know-
ledge of the Arctic seaboard. In the face of great
obstacles and hardships. and in the midst of an un-
known and remote territory. they were carried out
with remarkable vigour and skill. and gained for him



Sketch of the HM.S. "Terrar’”
in the 1ce during her first
voeyage to the Arctic in N
1833-34. .

Cenctaph at Beechey

Island ta seamen who lost ‘h“-_ L
their lives in the Franklin search ex- ™ n
pedition under Rear-Admiral Sir Edward g
Belcher. At its base McClintock placed Lady Frank- =
lins simple tablet in 1858 This tablet, which 1s the enly S
memorial of its kind on Canadian seil to Franklin and his men, 5

was executed in New York Cily under the direction of Henry Grinnell,
A sketch of Franklin (bearing his signature) joining the navy at the age of fifteen.
Map of the Canadian Arctic Archipelago, a dotted line showing the route of the “Erebus’’ and “Terror’” frem Dicko Island to the

paint of abandonment. The coast-line discovered and laid down at the time the Franklin expedition sailed from England is indicated
by the thick outline, being a copy of the Admiralty Charts in use in 1844.
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an exalted position in the deliberations of the Aretie
Naval Counail. Honours came to hin in the yvear 1829,
when he was created Kmght Bachelor of the Hano-
verian Order. and had conferred upon him by Oxford
| miversity the degree of Docior of Civial Law. In I856
he was elevated to Knight Commuander of the Hano-
verian Order.

Just before plans were being formulated 1n [5S44 for
despatehing the expedition in the Erebus and Terror
the following sprmng. Sir John Franklin returned 1o
FEngland from Van Diemen’s Land (as Tasmania was
then knownl, ol which eolony he had been Governor
for several yvears, Fagerly he sought command of the
new enterprise, with the full support of his old col-
lengnes of the Aretic Couneil, When the Admiralty,
who had in mind for the command Capiam Fitzjames,
ratsed some objections with regard to IPrankhn’s age
and suppozed suseeptibility to the cold, they were
promptly overcome, and he was swept to the commanrd
with universal acelamm and satisfaction.

The vessels outlitted at Greenluthe, on the Thames,
and by the month of May, 1545, were 1n readiness 1o
commence the great voyage., The specially selected
erews melnded many ratings who had previously seen
service in the Polar regions, and nothing was left un-
done to ensure that the ships were well found 1 every
way, The seientifie results mumed at were well evidencad
in the selection of officers. the majority of whom were
versed n some particular field of scientifie investi-
gation. How heavily such qualifications weighed with
the Admiralty mav be guessed from the following
extract from a letter written by Cuaptain Fitzjames,
who was interesied in the appomtment of the surgeon
to the Erebus: " Bradford is just the man for the work,
being active and energetie, n capital shot and a
ant fellow. But he 1s no ‘ologist’. He can't stufl
. zive long names to shmy things, or pul nmoss in
blotting-paper. However if | have a choiee, he 15 the
man'. " With suech scientifie deficiencies ontside s
profession Bradford did not reeeive the appointment.

sir John FFrankhn received his official instructions
on Mayv Sth, 1845, and on the 181h of the month the
expedition satled from the Thames, The crews num-
bered o total complement of one hundred and thirty-
four officers and men, and Hull provisions for a period of
three vears were earried. After putting into Stromness
Harbour. in the slund of Orkney. the expedition took
its final departure from the British Isles. In order to
avolwd the vessels heine overloaded for the crossing of
the Atlantie, they were accompanied by o transport
whieh carmed a large sharve of the supphes. Greatly
assisted by favourable winds the ships anchored off
Whalefish Island, in Disko Bay. on the west coast of
Greenland, within a month from leaving Stromrpess
Here the supplies were transferred from the transport
to the Erebus and Terror. and the last letters were
written home to relations and friends.

From Sir John Franklin's last letter home, written
in Disko Biayv on the eve of the great adventure, we ean
gather that he did not share fully in the general
aptimism at home which prophesied an easy voyage to
Jering Strait and the Pacific. He was fully conscious
that the problem of centuries was still pregnant with
disappointments and stern realities. As a man of
deeply religious convictions he was sensible of the need

for divine ruidance and assigtance. Some 1dea of his
thoughts at this time can be gained through his last
letier to his elose triend, Sir Fdward Pavey: “"Agam.
my dear Parry. 1 will recommend my dearest wife and
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daughter to vour kind regards. I know that they will
heartily join with many dewr friends i fervent praver.
that the Almighty Power may guide and support us,
and (hat the blessing of his Ioly Spirit may rest npon
us, Our prayers 1 hope will be offered up. with equal
fervour. for those mestimable blessings to be vouch-
safed to them. and to all who love the Lord Jesus in
sincerity and truth, s and again in his last letter
to Lady Franklm: * Let me now assure you, my dearest
Jane, that 1 am amply provided with every requisite
for my passage, and that [ am entering on my voyvage
comforted with every hope of God's merciful guidance
and protection, and that He will bless, comfort and
protect vou, my dearest, my very dear Eleanor, dear
Sophy, and all my other relatives., Oh, how much I
wish I could write to ¢ach of ithem to assure them of
the happiness 1 feel in my officers. my crew, and my
ship™.1

By July 12th the transfer of the supplies was ¢om-
pleted, and Franklin, exchanging farewells with the
commander of the transport, gave orders for the de-
parture. The combined erews of the Erebus and Terror
pnow numbered one hundred and twenty-nine souls, for
five seamen, for various reasons. were transferred 1o
the transport for return to England. With sails set and
vards trimmed to the breeze the veteran ships put out
from Iigko Bay to complete their last voyage.

Yet this was not therr last contact with civilization,
for north along the coast of Greenland. 1 Melville
Bay. they met the whaler Prince of Wales, Captain
Dannett. her master. tells us in his log of the meeting.
and of his receiving on board Sir John Franklin and
several of his principal officers. “*Both ships’ erews (he
writes) are all well. and in remarkable spirits, expect-
ing to finish the operation in good time. They are made
fast to a large weeberg. with a temporary observatory
fixed upon 1t”.* We have no proper details of that sum-
mer’s vovagimg, llaving parted company with the
whaler the ships evidently negotiated the iee across
Baflin Bay. and passed thirough Lancaster Sounud— the
eastern gateway to the North-west Passage. Finding
their progress to the westward blocked by the floes in
Barrow Strait, probably around 100° longitude West,
they ascended the hitherto unexplored Wellington
Channel to the northward. penetrating as far as the
seventyv-seventh parallel of latitude. There too. we
may judge, Turther progress was barred by the ice, and
Frankhn, in order to be strategieally located and in
readiness for the dash to Bering Strait the following
summer, brought his ships south again. In descending
the channel he navigated to the westward of Corn-
wallis Island —thus laving down its extent and outline

and ecame to winter quarters i the vicinity of
Beechey Island on Barrow Strast.

Judging from the results of preceding naval expe-
ditions, Franklin had reazon to be well satistied wiih
this first season’s operations. Not only had his ships
suecessfully penetrated the arena of the Polar iee, but
a new channel had been explored to the high latitude
of seventy-seven degrees: and he was safely returned
from this venture and in secure winter quarters, geo-
graphically well placed for prosecuting the main pro-
Ject the following vear. His instructions from the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty were to set a
course from Cape Walker on Barrow Strait direct to
Bering Strait. at the entrance to the Pacifie. Doubtless
Franklin attempted to follow these instruetions during
both the first and second summers, but progress was
impossible due to heavy iee fields. It was not then




known that such a course was impracticible, being
barred by the huge land mass of Vietoria and Bank's
[slands, as well as by the perpetual fields of mountain-
ous jee in the Beaufort Sea. The alternative route in-
stricted by the Admuralty was an attempl by way of
the unexplored Wellineton Channel. This attempt we
know was carried out, with very hikely a simmilar resulr;
we also know to-day that it was no more feasible
than the direct attempt from Cape Walker, [Eventu-
ally Franklin discovered and navigated the prineipal
channel comprising the only practicable North-west
dassapre.

The following summer the Erebus and Terror were
agaln assanlting the Hoes and forging westwourd.
Blocked by the heavy iee in the same locality as during
the previous summer, Franklin turned his ships south
o the broad opeming previeusly sighted by Parry
and named Peel Sound. Penetrating inio this new lead
he discovered it to be a strait extending away to the
southward. No discovery could have commended itself
more, for by his previous overlund explorations he
knew of the existence of open water along the coast of
the manland to the westward., We can concetve of his
enthusiasm as this broad c¢hannel bore him south to-
wards the ever-nearing explored coastal waters of the
continent. The conquest of the centuries old problem
would indeed seem within his grasp: but the Arctic
was not vet willing to yield to the ambitions ol man;
even then she was fostering forees which were to ernsh
and utterly destroy these spiendid ships and their
eallant crews,

The passage south through Franklin Strait—as the
lower extension of Peel Sound 1s kKnown today —was
apparently easy and free from any great obstruction:
but having reached a pomnt some fifteen leagues 1n a
northwesterly direetion from Cape Felix, the northern-
most tip of King William Island. progress was arrested
by very heavy nnpenetrable 1ce. On September 12th,
1846, the ships were, in fact, beset, never again to be
released nnder the rmdance of thewr crews, Uneon-
sciously 1they hud been pressed into the elutehes of that
formidable stream of heavy perpetual 1ce which pours
mto Melville Sound from Beaufort Sea, and extends
down MeClintock Channel to the shores of King
Wilham Island - hke a long arm rammed down into
the archipelago from the north-west.

The expedition in these circumstances, we can con-
ceive, reconciled themselves to the impossibility of
further progress that vear, as the short navigational
wmon was rapidly drawing to a elose. No undue
anxiety would be felt. as many expeditions had before
been similarly situated and foreed to winier in the
pitek. The coastal waters discovered and traversed
a few wvears previously by Dease and Simpson. the
Hudson’s Bay Clompany explorers, lay only some one
hundred miles «distant to the southward: the missing
connection to complete the discovery of the North-
west Passage washeguratively traced. The erews settled
down then to spend their second winter in the Aretie
1ce, immured within the eontines of their ships. These
long periods of patient waiting and inactivity—n fact
for some ten months out of the twelve— while the
vessels were (rozen fast in the dreary waste of ice, eon-
stitute one of the amazing featnres of the Polar Sea
Voyvages of a hundred years ago.

Serious developments were in store for the expe-
dition the following vear, 1847, at a1 time when hopes
would he ascendant for an early release from the ice
and resumption of the voyage. On June 11th. Sir John

Franklin, the indomitable commander, died. The
summer came shortly but failed to release the ships
from the grip of the Hoes. and the crews were faced
with the heari-breaking necessity of endurmg a third
interminable winter of confinerment; and that only a
short distance removed from the position of their
hesetment, for the vessels had drifted shghtly to the
south and west.

Siv John Pranklin died at the age of sixty-one vears,
We have no details whatever as to the nature or caust
of his death, bui we do know that it oecurred suddenly,
and not as the result of any prolonged illness or in-
firmity, for nineteen days previously he was well.

The following spring, 1848, provisions were getting
low, for the ships had been vietualled for three years
and this period was nearing términation. Apparently
there was no certain indication that the ships would be
released during the summer which was near at hand, in
which event the crews would be faced with imminent
starvation. But an even more serious and pressing
factor Ineed the leaders. Mortality had been very high
this last yvear, twenty officers and men having died.
This high death-rate during the third winter would 1n-
dicate that some unusual form of 1llness was in oper-
ation. possibly malnutrition, mueh more probably that
insidious and dreadful disease commonly known as
scurvy: with which the erews of the Arctic Naval
Fxpeditions were [requently affected owing to the
Inck of fresh unpreserved foods.

The ships were  under these conditions —on the
point of fast becoming prisons of disease and death.
Rather than remain in them and chance themr extrica-
tion [rom the ice during the approaching summer, it
was decided to nbandon them, and retreat by way of
Back's Great Fish River to the mland termtories of
Canada, where there were trading forts. securing game
on the way and possibly receiving assistance from the
Eskimo aborigines near at hand. Truly a desperate and
despairing course of action when we ceonsider the
nature of the undertaking. Certainly only some grave
factor or combmation of crreumstances could have
precipitated such a hazardous and darng decision.
Verv possibly not an actual shoriage of provisions, but
i lack of eertain foods containing antiscorbutie prop-
erties, so necessary to well-beine, whiech had become
exhausted or were non-existent, to the grave detriment
and deterioration of the healili of the erews. The de-
cision to abandon the ships embraced the evacuation
of over one hundred men from a remote point in the
Aretie to the nearest ouipost of cvihzation, Fort
Reliance, distant some eight hundred and seventy
miles within the interior. Inadequately equipped for
such a large seale enterprise, subject at the outsel to
prevail against éxtreme chimatie conditions, and de-
pendent for the urgent replemishment of healthful
provisions on the mere chanee of securing game, 1t was
an undertaking fraught with grave and far-reaching
risks. which we may be assured were at least partially
realized before the decision was made.

Thesheght drft of the vessels 1o the south-south-west
had continued since their besetment —to he precise,
they had drifted in the ice on a true course for a dis-
tance of fourteen nauntieal miles, during the nineteen
and one-half months of their besotment until the time
of their abandonment. shghtly less than one and one-
halt miles per month. From their position on Apnl
22nd. five leagues north-north-west of Vietory Point.
they were deserted and abandoned to their fate. Three
days later the erews, now numbernng one hundred and
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five souls. landed on the promontory under Captain
I". R. M. Crozier of the Terror, on whom the commanid
had devolved on the death of Franklin. 1t will he
understood that the explorers on reaching Vietory
Point believed this land to be a peninsula attached to
the North American continent. It was not until the
vear 1854 that Dr. John Rae proved it to e an island.
separated from the mainland to the eastward by the
strart which today bears his name. This channel was
to become significant i the navigational feasibility of
the North-west Passage, for by utlizing 1t tifty-eight
vears later. Roald Amundsen owed the success of his
enterprise in negotiating the DPassage from the At-
lantic to the Pacific in one continuous voyage. Had
Franklin been aware of the existence of this channel
doubtless he would have navigated it hefore risking lns
ships in the heavy 1ce to the north and west of the
island.

In order to make perfectly elear the loss by death to
the expedition np to the date of abandoning the ships.
it 1= established that two secamen and one marine died
al Beechey Island during the first winter. No deaths
oceurred during the second winter, but i June, Sir
John PFranklin died. During the third winter eight
officers and twelve men died. making a total loss
through death of twenty-four officers and men. This
number added to the one hundred and five souls who
landed on Vietory Point. completed the total eom-
plement of the ships on their departure from Disko
Bay. five seamen having returned to England in the
transport from that point.

Encumbered as the erews were by thar equipment.
baggare, and the remaining provisions, as well as by a
number of unwieldy boats mounted on heavy sledges,
three days were oceupied 1 gaining the shore at
Victory Point, only five leagues distani from the ships,
The obstruetion caused by the heavy floes and the
pressure ridees wounld adequately account Yor the slow
rate of progress: but we may judge {rom the huge
quantity of clothing and other articles which were dis-
covered at Vietory Pomnt, that the crews in their
debilitated condition were unable to meet efficiently
the exactments of such strenunous travel.

Before we rejoin Crozier and his men at Vietory
Point it is necessary to go back almost a yvear. to NMay
24th, 15847, to be exact. On that date a party under
[1entenant Graham Gore had set out from the ships,
presumably to make a reconualssance to the south-
ward m order to ascertain the condition of the ice. and
the nature of the channel leadimg towards the maim-
lund. There would seem to be no doubt that this
journey was planned by Sir John Franklin, and had as
s prineipal objeet nothing less than the actual com-
pletion of the discovery of the North-west Passage.
Just less than eight vears previonsly Dease and Sunp-
son had proneered the constal waters immediately to
the south 1 ther small boats the Costor and Pollie.
The Erehus and Terror were then only some ninety
miles distant from these waters, and when Gore had
traversed this distance Lo the neighbounrhood of Cape
Herschel, the last ik in the diseovery of the Passage
wauld Le completed. In selecting Gore {or thig nn-
portant journey. and the honour whiel its execution
sientfied. we know ihat Franklin held in high esteem
this promising voung officer: for in a letter home to
Ladyv Franklin from Disko Bay, he wrote: “The more
1 see of Gore, the more convineed [ am that in him 1
have a treasure and a farthful friend™™.* Franklin was
well aware the North-west Passage was discovered
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and needed only a sledge journey to consumniate the
vietory. In London, poring over the chart with his
advisers before the departure, his forefinger rested on
the western entrance to Simpson Strait, amd he ex-
claimed: I 1 ean but get down there, my work Is
done, thence its plain sailing to the westward™.?

Gore in starting out from the ships evidently made
land well south of Cape Felix; four miles north of
Vietory Point he deposited under a eairn a record of a
more or less routine nature. It consisted of a stereo-
tvped form issued to the Naval Expeditions for the
purpose of recording the arrival of exploring parties at
definite points, with spaces for astronomical obser-
vations. number and condition of the party. future
movements, ¢f cofera. At the bottom a notice printed
in six languages requested the finder to forward the
paper to the Admuiralty. But this particular form
contained mueh valuable information as may be judged
by a copy of its wording:

25 May H.M. Ships Erebus and Terror wintered

1847. in the ice m Lat. 70° 053" N: Long. 987

23 W.

“Having wintered in 1846-7 at Beechey lsland. in
Int. T4% 437 287 N.: long. 917 39" 15 W._ after having
ascended Wellington Channel to lat. 777, and returned
by the West side of Cornwallis lsland.

“sSir John Franklin commanding  the
Expedition. All well.

“Party consisting of 2 officers and 6 men
left the ships on Monday 24th MNay
1847.

“Gin. Gore, Lieut.
“Chas. F. Des Voeux, Mate." ¢

Nore—The date given, 1846-47, as the period of
wintering at Beechey lsland is a clerieal error, as a
study of the document proves, It should have been
1845-16. — Awuthor.

A short distance south along the coast Gore de-
posited another record. which was an exact copy of the
it one. 1t as evident that both were written and
sealed in tin eylinders before leaving the ships. We
have no knowledge as to how the party fared on its
nnportant journey, or if it arrived back at the ships
before the deanth of Sir John Franklin, lLeading
authorities in London afterwards heheved that 1t dud,
amd that Franklin received the intellizence of its
ss before he died. The behiel was so strong that
the National memorial erected 1in Wiaterloo Place in
1860 depiets Franklin as mmforming his assembled
officers and crews that the North-west Passage head
heen discovered. Gore left the ships on May 24h and
Franklim died June 1Tth. It is quite feasible that 1the
Journey was completed during the intervening eighteen
days. but due to the mode of travel emploved. and
other considerations, i1 12 uneertain to sav the least.

We will now return to Crozier and his forlorn band
al \ietory Pomt, which they reached within three
days of abandoning the ships on April 22nd. The rate
of progress, and the effeet of the three davs march
upon the crews, may have acted as g warning to
Captamn Crozier, and prompted him to place a record
here before any farther advanee was made: a measure
which apparently was not intended. but which proved
fortunate. for only in this viemity could it have heen
preserved for our enlightenmeni. as will be later
apparent. We learn that Lientenant Irving had se-
cured the record placed four miles to the northward

S




This fine monument commemorates
the life and achievements of
Captain Francis R. M, Croner, R.
N., the leader of the ill-fated re-
treal. It stands in his native town of
Banbridge Northern [reland
‘4 Fhota, courtesy of Messrs
W & G Bawd Lid .

Belfast

Near Cape Mar:e Lowse, north of
Victory Point. Just some twelve
miles offshore from this point the
“"Erebus’ and ‘'Terror” were
abandoned. Loose ice presses
against the shoreline and summer
has failed to melt entirely the snow
drifts on the land. A fog bank which
resembles mountains can be seen
in the distance. RCA.F. Photo.
graph
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The Victory Point Record Only surviving
document of the Franklin expedition

The hard uneven drifts of packed snow which greatly ob-
structs travel in the spring. Surface conditions such as this
confronted the Franklin crews as they hauled by man
power alone the heavy sledges containing their boats,
equipment and stores.

“Franklin, To the great navigator
and his brave compamons who
gsacrnficed their lhives completing
the discovery of the North-West
Passage A D 1847-48. Erected by
the unanimous vate of Parhamaent ™
Public memornial to the Frankhln
expedihon 1in Waterloo

Place, London,

"]
Erected 1860 4

Typical of the type of equipment
and baggage that contributed to
the failure of the retreat are this
sward and scabbard given to Chief
Facter Roderick MacFarlane in
1857 by a very old Eskime, who
claimed it to be a Franklin relic,

Cape Crozier, West coast of King
William Island. Named after F. R.
M. Crozier, RN., by Capt. Mec-
Chntock. R.C.A.F. Photograph.




of the pomt during the previous spring by the late
Commander Gore. By this melancholy pretix to poor
Gore's name we know that he too died hefore the ships
were abandoned. What a chauge in the destiny of the
expedition sinee his “All well™ of the previous spring.
Captain Fitzjames of the Krebus then recorded around
the margin of the recovered record the last written
words we have that survived the lost expedition.
Both of the leaders sigmed the document., Captain
Crozier adding the information concerning the objec-
tive they were to head for on the morrow. The follow-
ing are the marginal words of Fitzjmumes and Crozier.
which give to Gore's record 1ts additional and chiel
value:

“April 25, 1845, 1.3 \'hi]h‘ Iirebus and Terror were
deserted on the 22nd of April 5 leagues N.N.W. of this,
having been heset sinee 12 of September, 1846, The
officers and crews. consisting of 105 souls, under com-
mand of Captain . R. M. Crozier. landed here in
latitude 69° 377 42N, longtude 9% 41" W, A paper
was found by Lt Irving under the cairn supposed to
have been built by SirJames Ross in 1831, four miles
to the northward where 1t had been deposited by the
late Commander Gore in June (May 1 1847, Sir James
Ross's pillar has not, however, heen found, and the
paper has been transferred to this position, whieh s
that on wlhich Sir James Ross's pillar was erected. Sir
John Frankhn died on June 11, 1847, and the total loss
by death in the expedition has been up to this date. 9
oflicers and 15 men.”

I°. R, M. Crozier James Fitzjames
Captain and Senor Oftficer.  Captain HM.S, Keebus.
and start to-morrow 26th for Back’s Fish River.” * ¢

It was a lformal and concise statement of salient
facts without any sugeestion whatever of complaint or
presage, Despite 1ts offteial brevity 1t eontained an
amazing sum of wformation on the achievements of
the expedition and 1tz ultimate fate. Its discovery
eleven vears afterward lifted the vell on what might be
Justifiably alluded to then as a mystery.

C'rozier was one of the Aretie veterans, and he alone
had perhaps a better nnderstandig of what suffering
and sacrifice lay ahead. We can well picture has trage
feehngs at thi= time as he headed s men in that
praiseworthy endeavour to save their hives,

The following day. the 26th, the party, after dis-
carding a large portion of thewr less useful baggapre,
continued the march. and proceeded painfully and
slowly down the gloomy and scattered coast, keeping
well inshore where the ice was smoother. Almost
immediately death commenced taking toll. At first
there was some form of burial, but as mortality gained
momentum, and the survivors became weaker. they
were left where they expired. in the camping places, or
on the march where they fell.

Some 1dea of thetr hardships and tribulations may
he gained when we consider that at this pertod of the
Aretie vear winter conditions still prevail if somewhat
modified. For the first week May over a perind of
vears., the Hudson’s Bay Company meteorological
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records at King Wilham Island diselose an average
maximim temperature of I14° F.: and an average
minimum temperature of — 9°F. Henee it is plain that
oven when the sun is at 1ts highest during the day. the
temperature 1s well below the [reezing point, while
during nights 11 registers several degrees below zero.
The surface of the land and sea i1s covered with the
snows of winter, unevenly packed by the violence of
the winds in serrated drifts of cement-hke hardness,
and without as yet any suggestion of melting. The
milder temperatures of spring greatly atTeet visibility,
being conducive of fog and haze on days whieh would
bie atherwise clear and fine. The mtensity of light pro-
duced by the action of the sun’s rays on a uniformly
white surfuce, eauses a blinding glare from which it is
imperative to protect the eyes by artificial means. The
usze of gluss gpoggles eonstitutes a decided handieap m
the ease of bodily exertion. as they become diffused
with moisture which rapidly freezes and obscures
visibility. If the tendeney to dispense with their use s
not successfully resisted, =now-blindness will quiekly
result, causing partial or complete 1ncapacitation for
furiher travel. Surprising as 1t may seem, thirst is
another condition—dependent upon the degree of
certion put forth to be contended with at this season
of the vear. Relief can only be obtamed by eamping
and laboriously melting snow by artificial means.

nder such climatic conditions Frankhn's men
struepled along: natives to the temperate chimate of
the Briush Isles, and many of whom were for the first
time travelhing on foot 1 the Arctie regions. Clad in
woollens, with heavy naval broadeloth uniforms and
felt hoots, they not only suffered from the cold and the
driving winds, but also from the condensation and
freezing of the garments during mactivity : a condition
conducive of very enervating efTects in even the most
physically fit,

It is by no means difficult for the practised traveller
of to-day in these latitudes — with his modern equip-
ment and the accumulated experience of the Eskimos,
as well as of his own race. at his command — to visualise
the tremendous handieaps to which Crozier and lis
unwieldy band were subjected. The utter unsuitability
and hardship of the woollen clothing and commereial
footwear. The exhausting labour of hauling numerous
tons of provisions, equipment, and boats, over a rough
and uneven surface by man power alone. The immense
problem of camping. commissariat. and hospitalization
arrangements. The inimical effect of a blizzard of three
or four days duration on organized progress. The weal-
enng of the men under the strain of such physieal dis-
tress, and the ravaging effects of scurvy, for they were
powerless to arrest the logical course of the subtle
chsease.l The final disintegration of the retreat as
exhaustion and death depleted the sledge erews and
disorgams=ed the strageling and enfeebled column.

Scurvy undoubtedly played a leading role in the
destruction of the Franklin expedition. There exists
substantial evidenee to point to this conclusion. The
disease was the devastating foe of every naval ex-
pedition of that period. The essential value of vita-
mines in food was then unknown. and the cause of the
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disease 1mperfectly understood. Eleven vears later
than the Frankhn expedition. we read of a commander
in the Aretie finding eause for coneratulation in the
fact that he was o well provided as 1o be able to serve
preserved meat to his men twice during each week.
Despite the fact that the process of canning was ernde
atl that time. when compared with modern methods, it
1= difficuit to understand why such large quantities of
sall ments were carried. especially as it seems to have
been recognised that the salted variety incrensed the
gravily of the malady.

Of the preserved meat supplied to the Krebus and
Terror there are unmistakable mdications that a large
portion of 1t was unfit for consumption through faulty
canning. The meat was packed in twenty-five pound
containers, which were painted blue and steneilled
“Goldner's Patent”™. A hunge quantity of these con-
tainers were found later at Beechey Island, where the
expedition spent 1ts first winter, so many i fact that
such a large quantity of preserved meat would scarcely
have been used during the period of time mvolved.
From this eirenmstance, and the fact that an enormous
quantity of the same produect supphed to the Navy at
home was subsequently found to be unfit for eon-
sumption, it is mmferred that the contents of most of the
containers found at Beechey Island had been eon-
demned on the same grounds. Admiral Sherard
Osborn, in a few words which are well worth quoting.
summed up the sigm ficance of this lamentable Factor in
the lfortunes of the expedition: “Sad 1t 1s to record i1,
but nearly all thewr preserved meats were those ol the
miscreant “Goldner’. This alone would lead to the dis-
astrous fate of the expedition, by so eripphing ther
resonrces by condemning them to a diet of =salt
meals' !

It 1s not the purpose of this paper to touch on the
many expeditions, hoth public and private, British and
Ameriean, which engaged in the search for the mssing
explorers during the following dve vears in which thewr
fate remained o mystery. These search and relief
expeditions, and the magmfAcent humanitarian effort
mvolved, have no counterpart i maritlime annals,
although they failed ostensibly in their object. Enter-
g the Arctie Sea from the Pacitie as well as from the
Atlantic Oceans, no fewer then sixtecn sea expeditions
took part in the search. T'wo of these consisted of four
ships each: seven of two ships each: and seven of
single ships. Seven supporting transports assisted the
expeditions by transporting supphes to the scene of
activity. Five overland expeditions also took part in
the search, and it resulted to the eredit of the fifth of
these to gain the first idings of the fate of the lost
expedition.

The cost to the British Government of the search
and rehief expeditions amounted o £675.000. In
addition to this large outlay, private citizens—notahly
Lady Franklin—expended the sum of £35,000 on
further expeditions. The United States Government
expended the sum of $150,000 on search expeditions
conducted by the U, 8, Navy: while o private ertizen,
Henry Grinnell of New York City, contributed nearly
S100,000 to the orgamsation of private expeditions.
We owe to the discoveries of these many expeditions
the completion of the geography of Arctic North
America, substantially as 1t 1s laid down on the charts
of to-day. What circumstances, we mauy ask, prevented
suech an exhaustive search from alighting on the scene
of the final enactment of the Franklin expedition? This
took place in a seeluded area of the central Canadian

Aretie, far south of the routes embodied 1n the in-
structions to Sir John Franklin from the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admuralty. The thought was not
entertaimned in official guarters that the expedition
could possibly be in this area. For this reason no
special efforts were directed towards 1ts examination.
When the suggestion to mnvestigate the vienty of the
mouth of Back's Great Fish River was finally brought
up, the Aretic Council was adamant in its opposition
to wasting an expedition on this particular area. We
find Sir George Back, a member of the Couneil, and
the discoverer of the river, writing the Secretary of the
Admiralty 1 the following words: “You will be
pleased. Sir, to unpress on my Lords Commissioners
that, I wholly reject all and every idea of any attempts
on the part of Sir John Franklin to send bouts or
detachments over the ice to any point of the mainland
in the vieinity of the Gireat Fish River”.” Yet 1t was
as we know precisely to the mouth of this river that
Franklin's oflicers attempted to lead their men on
abandoning the ships

By the yvear 1851 England was in the throes of the
Crimean War and the Government absorbed in the
vital 1ssues of the terrible campagn. No hope could he
then entertauned that any of Frankhn's men were still
nlive. Accordingly. the publie seareh expeditions eame
1o a close, and Sir John Frankhn and his ofticers and
men were struck off the Navy List. Franklin®s ranic at
this time was that of a4 Rear Adnural of the Blue. for
he had been promoted-—in the course of seniority —on
26th of October. 1852, The promonon i actuahty was
posthumaons, for his death had taken place over five
years previous to this date.

Publie interest in the expedition, and speculation
and concern as to 1t fate, did not fade with the passing
of the yvears until the coming of the War. “Frankhin's
name was not forgotten. That was to come later
with the Crimean War. The protracted bungle whieh
had heen called, more truly than judiciously, *Strat-
ford Canning’'s Revenge” gave the publie 1ts ill of fresh
interests. What were the lives of one hundred and
thirty maserable seamen. dead no doubt long ago, com-
pared with the magnificent idioey of Balaclava? The
Hour miles of beds" eighteen immehes apart. down which
the Lady of the Lamp walked every night. and the
slow eliciting (by the Roebuek Committes) of the
stories of the eargoes of hoots 'all for the left foot’, and
the mnumerable other cases of that meptitude, erass
stupidity and peculation, which invariably make their
appearance whenever this country draws the sword'.?

The Admiralty, enprossed in the prosecution of
the War. washed its hands of the Franklin expeditnion
on striking the names of 1its members from the Navy
last. Bvdomg so it was entitled to no degree of censure;
the probability of any survivors being still alive was
then definitely past: for tive years, at great pubhe
expense, 1t had sent out expedition affer expedition to
search for and suceour the missing explorers: it was no
longer a matter of saving haman life, and no justifi-
cation existed for diverting men and ships for a lesser
purpose at a time when the whole nation was aroused
at the suffering and appalling death roll in the Crimea
Penmsula

It was left to private enterprise ta discover and seek
to eluceidate the fate of the missing expedition. From
thiz point we will proceed to review the resulis of those
investigators who examined the area of the tragedy,
after the first mournful tidings had been gleaned from
the Eskimos.
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PART 1

Butl never baclk from out thiat waste of snow,

Came the far footsteps of those weary brave,

The drifting sleet, the itter west winds blow.
To hide their graves.

Dy, John Rae was o suregeon i the service of the
Iudson'™s Bay Company and o noted Aretie explorer
ol hus period, e enpaged repeatedls in the seareh for

the mussing expedition by overland methods 1 the
western area of the Canndian Aretie. Approaching the
contral portion of the Canadian Avetie on one of these
joutrneys he was nnhonowingly within a degree ol the
position of the ships when abandoned. Looking east-
wards aeross the expanse of ee=fitled sea wlhieh separ-
ates Vietoria l=lund from King William Lsland, 11 was
e who named 1t " Vietorin Strait’’.

Approaching the centeal Arcetic again, this time
[rom Hudson Bay to the eastward, o the vear 1851,
hee ganned from the Fskimos the first tidings of the fate
ol the Frankhn erews, [is expedition on this occeasion
had o dual purpose, for he planned on completing the
outline of the coast to the southwest of Boothia
I<thinns. Crossing the land to the south of the Isthmus
from Prince Regent Inlet, he linked up with Dease and
Simpeon’s farthest (rom the west, It was at this time
that he discovered King William Land to be anoisland,
a fuet that wonld have been ol mestimable value to
Franklin sight years previously, and mght well have
averted the disuster which befell his expedition

The sum of information obrained by Dreo Rae Trom
the Fskimos is contained in his réport to the secrotary
of the Company, [t must be borne i mind that the
Felimos concerned had no actual exnerience or can-
taet with the Franklin expedition, but had gained the
knowledoe they related from ther countrymen ta the
westward who had. Progressing to the westward mn the
vicinity of Pelly Bay during the month of Aprml. Dr,
Rae reluted his meeting with the first Fskimos to
respond to the mtelligence he soupght: “Having taken
some of the ladinge off Oulisrbuel’™s sledee, (he writes)
we had barely resnmed onr journey when we were met
Liv o overy mtelligent Esquumau, driving a dog's sledge
Liden with musk ox heet This man at onee consented
to accompany us two doyvs journey, and oo few
nunntes had deposited his Toad on the snow, and was
dy to join us. Having explaned my object to him
he said that the road by which he had come was the
Lest Tor s, and having hghtoned the mens” sledges we
travelled with more facility. We were now joined by
another of the natives who had been absent seal
hunting vesterday, but beng anxious to see ns. had
vistted our snowhouses early this mormmng, and then
followed up our tracks. This man was very commimi-
cative, and on puttimg to him the usual questions as to
him having seen “white men’ before. or any ships or
bouts, he replied o the negative, but sand, that a
party of “white men’ had died of starvation a long dis-
tanee to the west of where we then were, and bevond a
Lirge river. He stated that he did not know the exact
place: that he had never been there: and that he could
not accompany us so far'.

“The substanee of the mformation then and sob-
soquently obtained from various sources was to the

following effect :
“In the Spring. four winters past (18301 whilst
copne Esaumans families were kKilling seals near the
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Dr. John Rae, F RS, the noted Hudson's Bay Company sur-
geon-explorer, with some of the relics he purchased from the
Eskimos who gave him the first fidings of the fate of the Franklhn
expadition National Portrait Gallery photo.

north shore of a large Island named o Arrowsmnth's
charts, King Wilham's Land, about forty white men
were seen travelling in company southward over the
the e, and dragging o boat and sledees with them
They were passing along 1he west shore of the above
named lsland. None of the party could speak rhe Fs-
quimaus lnnguage o well as 1o be understood, but by
sipns the natives were led to helieve that the ship or
stips had been erushed by wee, and that they were then
going ta where they expected deer to shoot. From the
appearanee of the men (all of whom with the exception
of one officer were hauling on the drag ropes of the
sledge and were looking thin) they were then supposed
ta be getting short of pravisions, and they purchased
astnndl seal or piece of seal Pram the natives. The officer
wits deseribed as hoing o tall, stout, middle-agzad man.
When their day’s journey tecminated. they pitehed
terits fo rest in.

CAL A later date the same season hut previous to the
disruption of the e, the dead hodies of some thirty
white persons, and also some graves, were discovered
on the contiment, and five dead hodies on an rsland
near if, about a long day™s journey to the north-west
of the mouth of a lurge stream. whieh can be no other
than Buael’s Great Fish River, (named by the FKequi-
miux Qot-keo-hi-ea-hk) as its deseription and that
of the low share in the neighbourhood of Pamt Ogle
asud Montres]l lsland agree exactly with that of Sir
George Back. Some of the bodies werein o tent or tents.
others were nnder the boat which had been turned
over lo Form a shelrer, and some lay seattered atont
different directions. OF those seon on the island, it was
supposed that one was that of an oflicer (chief) as he
had a telescope strapped over his shoulders, and his
double burrelled gun lny underneatt him.

“There appears to have been an abundant store of
ammunition, as the gunpowder was emptied by the
natives 1 a heap on the ground out of the kn:a:.-i ar
cuses contaming it, and a quantity of shot and ball
was faund below high water mark, having probably
been left on the iee elose to the beach hefore the \|n’in.,-,:
thaw commenced, There must have been o number of
telescopes. guns (several of them donble bharrelled]
watehes. compasses. of cetera, all of which seem to have
been brolen up. as | saw pieces of these different
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articles with the natives, and purchased as many as
possihle, together with some silver spoons and forks,
an order of menrtt in the form of a star, and a small «il-
ver plate engraved ‘Sir John Franklin, K.C.H. *

“None of the FEsquimaux with whom I had com-
tmtinication saw the white men, either when living or
alter death. nor had they ever been at the place where
the bodies were found. but had their information from
natives who had been there, and who had seen the
party when travelling over the ice. From what I could
learn there 1s no reason to suspect that any violence
hiid been offered to the sutferers by the natives,™*

It may be a cause of speculation why Dr. Rae did
not proceed to Back's Great Fish River to investigate
on the spot, before returning to his base at Repulse
Bay. This would have necessitated the prolongation of
his journey well into the summer months: a period of
the yvear when 1t would have been impossible for him
to return to lludson Bav owing to the melting snow
and ice. His resources would not allow of the nnder-
taking and he had perforce to content himself with the
information he had obtained, and the mdnbitable
evidence in the shape of relics which supported 11,

It will be noted that in the Fskimos™ accounts the
retreating party of white men were reported to have
been seen on the west coast of King William Island. in
the 2pring, four vears previous (1850) to the interview
with Dr. Rae. In this statement the natives were
utidoubtedly i error, tor we know that the reireat
took place six vears previously (1848).

The arrival of Dr. Rae’s report in London revived
interest in the fate of the Franklin expedition. but the
Admiralty were committed to a definite poliey with
regard to any further publiec search expeditions. It
contented itself with requesting the Hudson’s Bay
Company to umndertake the burden of verifyving the
mmformadtion contained in the report by investigating
the area around the mouth of Back's Great Ifish River,
The Company lost no time 1n aceeding to this request,
and by the spring of the following year. 1855, had an
expedition organised at Great Slave Lake, with the
ostensible object of despateching it in eanoes down
the Back River as soon as the season wus sufliciently
advaneed.

Jumes Anderson, a Chiel Factor and experienced
officer of the Indian Territory, was appointed to the
command of the party. On the 26th of June he led 1t
forth on 1ts long journey to the sea. Working its way
throngh numerons 1ce seattered lakes and across por-
tares 1t reached the source of the Great Fish River
in Lake Alvmer on the 11th of July. Then commenced
the dangerous descent —ntercepted by many portages

of this rock strewn and tortuous stream which winds
through the Barren Lands and empties into the Aretic
Sea.

When within a short distance of the sea the party
came across a number of Eskimos and made its first
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contact with the objeet of its journeéy. “On the 30th
July (writes Anderson) at the Rapids below Lake
Franklin. three Esquimanx Lodges were seéen on the op-
posite shore, and shortly after an elderly man crossed
to us. After the portage was made we crossed over
and immediately perceived various articles belonging
to a boat, such as tent poles and kavack paddles made
out of ush oars, pieces of mahogany. elm, ak and pine;
also copper and sheet iron boilers, tin soup tureens,
picces of instruments, a letrer nip, with the date 1843,
a broken hand saw. chisels ¢f cotera. Only one man was
at the lodges. bul the women who were very inteiligent
made us understand by words and signs. that these
articles came from a beat, and the white men belonging
to it had died of starvation™.

“We of course by showing them hooks and written
papers endeavoured to ascertain if they possessed any
papers, offering to give them plenty of the zoods we
had with us for them: but though they evidently
understood us, they said they had none: they did not
seruple to show us all their lndden treasures. Besides
the man there were three women and eight children;
the remainder of this party, twoe men and three lads
were seen towards evening.”

“Point Beaufort was reached on the 31st: we were
detained there the next day until 2-30 pan. by a S.W.
gale: we then took the traverse to Montreal Island, to
seaward the ice appeared perfectly firmt and un-
broken.

“We had thus arrived at the first spot indicated by
my instructions, on precisely the same day as our
eallant predecessor. Sir George Back.™

“The two next dayvs were devoted by the entire
party to the examination of the Island and the small
islands in the viemity. On a high ndge of rocks on
the 8.1, point of the Island a number of Esquimaux
caches were found and bestdes =eal oi1l, various articles
were found belonging to a boat or ship, such as e¢hain
hooks. chisels, blacksmith’s shovel and cold elnusel. tin
oval hoiler. a bar of unwrought ron about three feet

long . . . . small pieces of rope. bunting, and a num-
ber of sticks strung together. on one of whreh was eut
‘Mr. Stanley’ (?surgeon of Erebus). A little lower down

was a large quantity of chips, shavings, and ends of
plank of pme, elm, ash, oak and mahogany, evidently
cawed by unskilful hands: every ehip was turned over
and on one of them was found the word Terror carved.
It was evident that this was the spot where the bout
was ¢ut up by the Esquimaux. Not even a scrap of
paper could be discovered. and though rewards were
offered, and the most minnte search made over the
whole Island, not a vestige of the remains of our
anfortunate eountrymen could be discovered,”

Following this dhsappointing result of his examin-
atton of Montreal Ishind. Anderson and his party
crossed to the mainland to the westward and con-
tinued the mvestigation of the coast as far north as
Ogle Point. The only further trace of the missing
expedition found consisted of a piece of codhne and a
strip of striped cotton. The sea was tilled with moving
pans of iee which greatly hindered the movements of
the then weak and leaky canoes, Finally abandoning
them. with two Iroquois to effect repairs. the party
took to the land carryving a lichi Halkett bhoat and
succceded later in ¢rossing 1o Maconochie Island. They
were unable to eross over to Richardson Pomt to the
westward, as the strait which separated it from the
island was filled with ice driving through it at a fearful
rate,



Had the party bieen able to advancee a short distance
to the westward. and heen attracted to that small
indentation in the coast known to-day as Starvation
Cove, they would have made a starthng discovery to
consummate their quest in the presence of many
skeletons there, 1t was now evident (continues Ander-
son | that all that could be done with our means had
been accomphshed and that with our frail craft, any
delay in retarning would compromise the safety ol
the whole party. It may be thought strange that the
remains of so large a party could not be discovered. 1t
is my opinion that a party in a starving condition
would have chosen a low spot, where thev could have
hauled their hoat up and have had some shelter, and
that if they perished there that their bones have long
sinee been covered by sand or gravel forced up by
the ice. Any books or papers left open would be de-
stroved by the perperual winds and rain in this quarter
in a very short space of time'". Anderson had of neces-
sityv to he satisted with the meagre results obtamed.
Heading his party back up the Great Fish River he
reached Fort Rehance on the 11th of September.

The nature of this journey., wlhich assured ounly
modienm of time in whiech to achieve any compre-
hensive results and precluded any exhaustive or ex-
tensive investigation, resulted only in vermfving the
Eskimo reports obtamed by Dr. Rae, without throw-
ing any [urther light on the mystery. The disappoint-
ment of the enterprise lay. not in its execution, but in
its restricted scope. It was econfined to a rapid dash by
canoe from Great Slave Lake to Montreal lsland, and
back again, during the few short weeks of summer
when such a passage is possible.

Four more vears were to elapse before the main
facts were to be ascertaimned: and then through the
instrumentality of Lady Frankhn. To her exertions
and pecuniary sacrifice were due the orgamsation of
the expedition which discovered the fate of her hus-
band and his companions. With the assistance of
private donations she purchased the steam yvacht Foxr,
and reconditioned 1t for Aretie serviee. To the eredit
of the Admiralty 1t must be recorded, that while
taking no part in the proposed vovawre, 11 assisted
materially throngh the loan of special equmipment and
imstruments. and the donation of a quantity of stores
whieh were lving in the Naval Dockyards from former
Arctie vovages., Perhaps 1ts greatest contimbution lay
in the grantme of leave-of-absence to the several
officers and men of the Navy who prineipally com-
prised the erew. Lady Frankln intrusted the leader-
ship of this, the last expedition to sail from England
in quest of her hushand's fate, to Captain Franeis
Leopold MeChntoek, RN (afterwards an Admiral, a
knight. and a towering fizure in the field of Arctie
exploration.

Following 1ts departure from England the fortunes
of the expedition were at first inauspieious, and the
small vessel had a long and severe contest with the ice
ficlds. Fourteen months elapsed before it reached
Bellot Strait—a pamt some two hundred miles north
of King Wilham lsland  during the summer of 155X,
This was the nearest approach MeClhintoek was en-
abled to make in his ship towards the secene of the
disaster. From this location he was obliged to prose-
cute his mission on foot during the following spring.

Before we follow MeClintoek to the Great PFish
River we may pause to consider one dominant factor
which complicated the search and left much of the
trath open to eonjecture even down 1o the present day.

The area in which the deplorable event occurred was
populated by aboriginal bands of lskimos. These
people hived in seclusion that may be described as a
Ystone age’” existence, on what the country atforded ot
the thines necessary to hife.

Wood was non-existent —aor limited 1o a very ocea-
stonil prece of drift east up by the sea. At that
period they had no free aceess to metalhie substances or
manufaciured goods of any kind. They were obhged to
use stone and the bones and pelts of ammals in fashion-
ing therr implements of the ¢hase and domestic uten-
sils. Their hife was essentially of 1 nomadie nature:
forever on the move in the pursuit of food, from the
sea as well as from the land. The idea of a permanent
domiecile was forern to them. Tents of animal skins
were used for shelter durtng the summer season. and
that ingenious structure of their own invention, the
snow hut, during the greater portion of the vear. In
the intrinsie economy of their simple life the Keenest
deticiency was soft wood and workable metals of any
Kind.

It is not surprising, or even blameworthy, that when
these primitive people discovered the end to which a
large party of white men had come to on their shores,
they lost mo time i improving their condition by
cagerly seizing on those goods of mestimable value
which they found strewed along the route of the
retreal. The late of oflicial journals and private papers
may he well imagined, as their nature or ntility not
being understood. they were destroved or disearded as
worthless, During the ten yvears interval until the
arrival of MceClhintoek the ronte had been thoroughly
examined and pillaged by successive bands attracted
to the spot; literally nothing was left hut the seattered
bones of the dead explorers. One streteh of coast was,
however, miraculously preserved from ther attention:
that extending from Cape Crozier to Victory Point.
where we will have observed Crozier and Fitzjames
placed their record on abandoning the ships.

Early m May, 1859, we find MeChntoek well ad-
vanced on his main sledge journey. He was aceom-
panied down the west coast of Boothia Peninsula by
Licutenant Hobson and a secondary party. MeClin-
tock and his party planned to proceed sonth to the
viemity of the Great Fish River and thenee westward
through Simpson Strait to the western coast of Ning
William Island. Licutenant Hobson was entrusted with
the exammnation of the north and west coast of King
Willitam Island. and failing any trace of the missing
expedition in this viemity to cross Vietoria Straat and
examine the east coast of Vietorin Land. The two
parties therefore separated in the vieimity of Cape
Adelmde. not to meet agan until seven weeks later in
their ship at Bellot Stratt.

Visiting the native snow willages en ronte to the
eastward of King William lsland, MeChntoek gained
early tidings of the lost expedition. A large collection of
relics were obtained in barter with the natives and
every helpful serap of information secured. All the
snow huts were found well supphied with plunder of all
kinds. from one of the vessels ag well as from the route
of the march. Scarcely a serap of wood was observed
which had not ¢come from the missing expedition.

As these were the only natives enconntered during
MeChntoek's investigation 1t 1s well to record briefly
what they had to relate coneerning the fate of the ves-
sels and the retreating explorers. We may judge that
the acconunts obrained then— being had from Fskimos
contemporaneous with the tragedy —were more exact
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and reliable than those garnered severul vears later by
the next mmvestigator on the spot. Quoting verbatim
from his journal we learn the following aceounts ob-
tained from different Eskimos:

I hought a spear 615 feet long from a man wlho
told Petersen (the Damsh interpreter) distinetly that
a ship having three masts had been erushed by the ice
out i the sea to the west of King Wilhham's Island,
but that all the people landed safely: he was not ane
of those who were eve witnesses of it the ship sunk so
nothing was obitained by the natives from her.

“One old man. OQo-na-lee. made a rough sketeh of l]u-
coasthne with his spear upon the snow, and said 11 was
eight journeys to where the ship sank, pointing i the
direction of Cape Felix. | can make nothing out of his
rude chart.”

“After much anxions enguiry we learned that two
ships had been seen by the natives of King William’s
[stand: one of these was seen to sink in deep water,
and nothing was obtained from her, i circumstance ot
which they expressed much regret: but the other was
forced on shore by the ee, where they suppose shie still
remains, but is mneh broken. From this ship they have
obtained most of thewr wood. ete.; and Qot-loo-lik 1s
the name of the place where she grounded . The
latter also told us that the body of a man was found on
board the ship; that he must have been a very large
miarg, and had long teeth; thns s all he recollected bz 1v-
ing heon told, for he was quite a child at the time. '

“They told us it was five days journey to the wreek,
one day up the lulet sull in sight (Peel Inlet) and four
davs overland: this would earry them to the western
const of King Willmm's Land; they added that but
Ittle now remained of the wreek which was accessible,
their countryvmen having carried almost everything
away. . . . There had been many books they said,
but all have long ara heen destroved by the weather
the ship was tnnml on shore m the fall of the vear by
the ce .

“She =aid many of the white men dropped by the
way as they went to the Great River: that some were
burted amd =ome were not, they did not themselves
witness this: but discovered their bodies during the
following winter. . . . I purchased from them =iz
preces of silver plate, bearing the erests or mitials of
Frankhn, Crozier, Famrholme, and MeDonald; they
also sold s bows and arrows of Fnelish woods, nuni-
form and other buttons, and offered us a heavy sledge
miade of two short stout pieces of curved wood, which
no mere hoat could have furmshed them with, but
this of course we could not take awav: the silver
spoons and forks were readily sold for four needles

l‘:ll'll,”

These glimpses afford some 1dea of the earhiest
accounts obtained from the FEskimos indigenons to the
locality of the tragedy. We also learn that MeClintock

ax a seaman- was =atisfied no mere hfeboat eould
afford two stout preces of timber whiceh he observed.

The party then prrsued its way to Montreal Island,
travelling over the smooth 1ee to the leeward of King
William Island. Although the season was approaching
the middle of Nay 1t was greatly handicapped by
strong winds, snowfalls, and thiek visibility, with tem-
peratures [alling well below zero. On the 161h of
the month the island was reached and the viemmty
thoroughly invesfigated. Great was the disappoint-
ment of the explorers when their search was rewarded
with only a few {rfling rehies as a elimax to the certan
traces they fully expected.
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The removal of every trace excepl human remains
can readily be accounted for when we consider the
activities of the Fskimos. The remains which Dr. Rae
learned were to be seen here were most likely washed
mto the sea v'n'l\. as members of MeClintoek's party
were now able to judge from their observations. This
1gland was the musl southerly point reached by any
members of the crews, for there 1s no evidence what-
over to indicate that any actually reached the mouth
of Baek River (the Great Fish River of the Eskimos;.

While we leave MeClintoek to continue his journey
wes{ to Simpson Strait without finding any further
irnces on the way, we mus=t record the circumstances
which rendered his search so fruitless thus far, He was
then passing through the area where the last sur-
vivors of the retreat finally perished: later discoveries
were to establish 11, from the traces found, as the
loeale of highest mortality.

He was unfortunate m not encountering any lski-
mos in the vicamty of Montreal lsland or Simpson
Strait. Had he not fully relied upon doing so he would
without doubt have engaged guides at the native
villages 1o the vieinity of Matty Island to accompany
the party on its travels to the westward of King Wil-
Liam Iskind. The land being still elothed inits winter
garb and any real discovery being only 1 the nature of
an aeeident, it is only through their knowledge and
assistance that he could have hoped to meet with full
suceess in the rapud march to which his investigation
was necessarily limuted. Thus we find him passing
within a mile or so of such nuportant loeations as the
Todd Islands, Starvation Cove, and Douglas Bay.

We may observe that the season was then approach-
ing the latter part of May and sull the land and sea
hid the same winter aspeet. Fyve l'\'lhin-' was still ina
frozen state, and the effect of the sun’s heat i alter-
ing this condition was greatly retarded by the low
temperatures prevailing at mezht. Under such similas
conditions Frankhin's officers would have made an
elfort—as we believe they would when they could
foresee the end —to secure their logs and records
sotne sale spot where alterwards they would be avaail-
able to their countrymen. The more we dwell on this
the more are we convineed of the futility of such an
effort owing 1o the frozen nature of the terrain. The
greater the precautions taken to conceeal them beneath
the curface the morve readily would their whereabouts
be discovered by the prying eves of the Eskimos. With
a skill akin to the wooderaft of the Indian their eyves
are trained to read imperceptible signs. Thus we can
visualize the fate of those important documents, for
their recovery has exercised the thonghts and exer-
tions of every active mvestigntor sinee.

To return to MceClhintock and his party on the King
William Island coast. approachinge the western en-
lrance 1o Simpson Strait, le tells us that “although the
depth of snow which covered the heach deprived us of
ulmost every hope, vet we kept o sharp look-out for
traces. nor were we unsuccessful™. ' On a wind swept
ridge the party dizeovered 1ts first mortal trace of {he
retreat, a bleached human skeleton parily exposed
from beneath the snow; from the tattered umform of
which they were enabled to decide the raunk of the
vietim. The old Eskimo woman spoke a melancholy
truth when she said “the white men dropped by the
way as they went to the Great River”

Hastening from this depressing scene the party soon
came up to Cape Hersehel, at which point Simpson
had built a high stone cairn in 1839 to mark the




Above; Lieutenant William Robert
Hobsan, R N. Second in command
of the "Fox" expedition, and dis-
coverer of the Victory Paint record.
National Portrait Gallery phota.

Right: Lady Jane Franklin the
heroic widow of the great navi-
gator. By Amelia Munier-Romilly.
National Portrait Gallery photo.

MecClintock's first meeting with the
Netsilingmiut at Cape Victoria, Boothia
Peninsula, from a sketch by one of his
officers. Published in the I[llustrated
Laondon News, Qctober Bth 1859.

Above: Captain Francis Leopold
McClintock, R.N. The discoverer of
the late of the Franklin expedition
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attained the rank of a full Admiral.
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An artist's conception of Hobson's
party opening the cairn at Victory
Paint that contained the Crozier and
Fitzjames record. Published in the Il-
lustrated Londen News, October Bth
1859, In reality the cairn was a small
heap of loose rocks and the tin cylinder
- conlaining the record was jound ex-
posad to view.

The "Fox'' used by McClintock in his
expedition.

viemity of one of his major discoveries. It was with
strong and reasonuble bope that 1t would contam some
written word of his lost countrymen that MeChntock
ascended the slope to examine 1t. He found 1t partially
destroyved, and from his observations was fully con-
vineod that he had heen forestalled by the Eskimos.
“1 eannot divest mysell of the behel (he tells usi that
some record was left here by the retreating erews, and
perhaps some most valuable documentis which their
slow progress and fast Failing strength would have
assured them could not be earried much further. If any
such were left they have been long removed by the
Fsguimaux™.

While we have followed MeClintack thus far and
reilized the meonsnmmate sueceess of his zealous en-
deavour, his second i commuand, Licutenant W. IR,
[lobson, has also been busv on the north and west

const. X short distanes west from Cape Herschel o
small cairn was encountered contaiming a note from
him in which he acquainted los Commander with the
results of his journey up o that point, and intimated
the flnding of that record which Crozier and Fitz-
jumes prepared anid placed at Vietory Point after the
abandonment of the vessels.

Thiz was the one momentous reward ol the expe-
dition. for no trace was found of the stranded and
plundered ship on the west coast of the island  Ne-
Chntock then continued his journey north, in the wake
of his heatenant, aud en route to his ship at Bellot
Strait. e paused long encurh to exantine thoroughly
a large lfebioat mounted on a heavy sledee which
Hobson had discovered north of Cape Crozier: a sad
relic of the fatal retreat. Within i1t were two dissevered
hnman skeletons and a truly amazing variety of
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articles of equipment and clothing, as well as an
accumulation of very shghtly useful articles which
amounted to mere dead weight, With the exception of
some small books of a devotional nature no written or
printed matter whatever was Lo be found. This eraft he
believed to belong to the Erebus, and he was astonished
to ftind that 11 was headed towards the northeast,
directly for the next point of land ahead: evidently
bound for the position of the abandoned ships sixty-
five miles distant, not away from them.

This cireuamsianee leaves many possibilities open to
conjecture. As NMeClhintocek's own solution arrmved at
on the spot 15 sound and tenable we ean very favour-
ably consider 1t. He was of the opinion that the crews
had overestimated the distance they could achieve in a
given time, and were under-provisioned to meeb the
slow rate of progress heing made. No game having
heen procured as anticipated, Crozier could foresee the
imminent exhaustuon of the supphes they had brought
with thenmt from the vessels, and had despatehed a
party back for such groceries as stull remamed on
Loard. He then concludes his observations in the
following manner: “The same reasons which may be
assiened for the return of this detachmeni from the
main body, will also serve to aceount Yor theirr not
having come back to thewr boai. In both instances they
appear to have greatly overrated thewr strength., and
the distance they could travel in a given time'.

“Taking this view of the ecase, we can understand
why their provizions would not last them Tor anyvthing
like the distance they required to travel: and why they
wauld be obhiged to send back to the ships for more,
first taking from the detached party all provisions they
could possibly spare. Whether all or any of the remaim-
der of this detached party ever reached their ships s
uncertain;: all we know 15, that they did not revisit the
boat. and which accounts for the absence of more
skeletons in 1ts neighbourhood, and the Esgquimaux
report that there was no one alive in the ship when she
drifted on shore, and that but one human body was
found hy them on board of her. " 11

[t 1s evident that they did ot all perish on the way
back. for later imnvestigators were lo find ample cor-
roboration for the initial report from Fskimo sources
that at lenst one badyv was lound on board the stranded
ship. That the returnimg party was In serious strails
for food at the time 1t abandoned the hfeboat, with
two of 1ts companions who were probably nnable to
travel further. could he surmased by MeClintoek's
party in the absence of any trace of food in or around
the eraft, exeept a quantity of chocolite.

Hefore we pass from a contemplation of MeChn-
tock's discoveries we tuke the liberty of again quoting
from his Journal a significant conclusion: *but here it
15 as well to state lus opiuion (Hobson's) as well as my
own. that no part of the coast hetween Cape Felhix and
Cape Crozier has been visited by the Fsquimaux sinee
the tatal march of the lost erews in April 1845777 An
almost incredible but true eireumstance, as the life-
Lioat was found mtact, and the record at Vicetory Pomt.
as well as o huge quantity of clothing and miscellane-
ous articles, were preseryed for discovery by Lieutenant
Hobson,

Had MeChntoek been able to navigate his slhap to
King Wilham Island and winter it in that vieamty he
would have enjoved the tremendous advantage of con-
ducting his mvestization during the summer period
when the snow had melted from the land exposing the
heaches and low lforeshores. As cireumstances ruled he
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accomplished as much as could be expected under the
heavy handicap of the accumulated snows of winter.
Another cause for regret hes in the fact that he failed
to make econtact with the Eskimos inhabiting the
Adelaide Peninsula area. ‘I's group of people com-
prised really the oniy Eskimos who had any actual
experience of members of the retreating erews when
alive. 11 was they who diseovered the fate of the white
men along the shores of King William Island and on
the continent, and were the source of the details of the
tragedy. details which spread to neighbouring groups.
From them it would have been possible then to obtain
fuller and more acenrate accounts than those obtained
several vears later from their descendants. MeClintock
was also at a disadvantage due to the fact that his
mterpreter imperfectly understood the dialect of the
Eskimos with whom he did ¢come in contact. Relating
the intelligence of the siranded ship which was foreed
on shore by the ice five days journey away. they
mentioned the place name “Oot-loo-lik”. Even to-day
this name is in u=e, and applies to the area of the main-
land surrounding Sherman Inlet. The imnterpreter failed
to grasp this signtficant fact with the result that NMe-
Clintoek understood the wreck to be on the west
coast of King Wialliam Istand. and sought for 1t there.

Ten veurs following MeChntoek's effort the next
mvestigator eame on the scene. Supported financially
by Henry Grinnell of New York City. Charles Franeis
Hall. an American citizen. spent several vears i the
Arcetic in an eflort 1o solve more fully the fute of the
Franklin expedition. His investigantions were carried
on from a base at Repulse Bayv. and his resources
maantained by the American whaling vessels whieh
frequently wintered there. Repulse Bay was far re-
moved from the scene of the disaster, and the Eskunos
of the neighbourhood among whom he pursued his
enquiries  had no knowledge whatever of the Franlk-
lin expedition except such detals as filtered through
to them from their cotintrymen to the westward. From
them he purported to have obtained numerous ae-
counts. many of them of an wmazing and starthing
nature.

In the Spring of the yvear 18G9 Hall succeeded n
making a hurried sledge journey to King Willinm
Island. He had then spent nearly five vears in Hudson
Bay engaged on Ins mvestigation, and it is unfortunate
that his activities were himited 1o some Tour davs
duration in the vieimity of King William Island. For
our present purpose we will limit ourselves solely o the
mformation he obtamed from the King William Island
Eskimos and the discoveries he himself made in the
neighbourhood.

The aceounts he reported to have obtaimed from the
Hudson Bay EFskimos—as published in his diaries
must he approached with the greatest caution. for
many of them would seem to be purely maginative
and without any actual basis whatever. Hall's eredulity
in 1tself 18 surprising and not easily understood. The
absurdity of the tracks— several vears old —of “white
men’. which were the cause of his expedition to Fur
and Hecla Strait. and the finding of earrns mm the
samie vielnity — andoubtedly of FEskimo orein— whieh
he attributed 1o “white men” who were certainly
my thical. His strong belief in the fantastie and in-
eredulous report of the survival ol Crozier and other
members of the expedition, and their sojourn among
the King Willinm Island Fskimos. What must have
been the bewildermg effect on the (irst King Willizam
[sland Fakimos he encountered. as he rushed into their




izgloo exclaiming, “"Where is "Aglooka’™”" (Crozier)?
Such an eceentric expectation and demand 15 no less
amazing to us to-day. for Crozier was undoubtedly
dead twentyv-one vears. Surely many of the incon-
groons accounts Hall attributed to the Fskimos of
Hud=on Bay were not the sober nmrrations for which
the race is noteworthy, but rather the manifestations
of a shaman's seance,

Hall erossed the base of Boothia Peninsula and
nearing King William Island on the 10th of May came
across a small village of snow houses on the sea 1ee. The
mhabitants of this village were the same group of
people with whom MeChntock had contact ten years
previously while on lus journev south to the Great
Iish River, On every hand he found wood and numercus
relwes from the lost expedition, several of which he
purchased. On observing the top portion of a writing
desk and other ohjects of a hke nature he concluded
that a large portion of the wood and other relies n
therr possession came from one of the ships,

The substance of the accounts obtaned by Hall at
this time agreed substantially with those related to Dr.
Rae by the Pelly Bay natives, The only actaal eontacet
the Eskimos had with members of the retreating crews
when alhive was when four families met a party of some
thirty white men in the vicimity of Cape erschel, at a
time of the vear when the spring was far advanced.
They were dragging with them a hoat mounted on a
heavy sledge, and all were looking wasted and nnwell.
They were unpressed by the appearance of one in
particular — a tall man whom they took to he in
authority, aud whom Fall beheved to be Crozer.
Intercourse with the white men, whose language they
could not understand, was limited to the barter of a
small seal, for which they recaved knives i return.

The account the natives now gave Hall respecting
the ship which was discovered in the vieinity ol “Qot-
loo-lik'", differed materially from that obtmned by
MeChntoek. 1t 1s best understood 1in his own words,
which we will quote verbatim from his diary:

“Tt was very near O'Reilly Island, (he writes) a little
eastward of the north end of said 1sland, hetween it and
Wilmot and Crampton Bay. A native of the sland
first saw the ship when sealing: 1t was far off seaward,
beset in the ice. He coneluded to make his way to 1t
though at first he felt afrard: got aboard but saw no
ane, although rom every appearance somebody had
heen Living there. At last he ventured to steal a knife,
and made off as fast as he could to his home: but on
showing the nnwiis what he had stolen the mien of the
place all started off for the ship. To get o the igloo
tecabin: theyv knocked a hole through becnuse 1t was
lacked. They found there a dead man, whose body was
very large and heavy, his teeth very long. . . . . lle
waa left where they found him. One place in the =hip
where a great many things were found was very dark;
they had to find things there by feeling around. Guns
were there and o great many very good buckets and
hoxes. . . . . The smls, rigging and boats, everything
about the ship, was i complete ovder. . . . .7

“The ship had four boats hanging at the sides and
another was above the quarter-deck. The 1¢e nhout the
ship was one winter's make; all o smooth floe.™

“From time to timae the Nedtelalles went 1o get out of
her whatever they could:; they made their plunder into
piles on board, mmtending 1o sledge it to ther igloos
some time after; but on gommg again they found her
sunk. except the top of the masts. They sand they had
made a hole in her hottom by getting out one of her

timbers or planks. The ship was afterwards much
broken up by the 1ce, and the masts, himbers, boxes,
casks, ete. dnfted on shore,”

“Another native at this interview told nearly the
same story of the ship and of the man found on hoard,
adding that he was found dead on the floor, his elothes
all on: that the ship was covered all over with sals or
tent stufl, The eabin was down below and not on deck.
The time was abour the middie of May or lirst of
June.""

The natives also made known to Hall the locations
in which remains of the white men had been discovered
un their shores: and said that many of the bones still
remained to he seen. The greatest concentration of
remains he judged to have been 1n Terror Bay, on the
west coast of King William Island, and in the viemty
of Starvation Clove. on the mainland. Securing the
serviees of a loeal Eskimo as gmde, he decided to
mvestigate the spot indieated nearest to where he then
was. Accordingly he started out for the Todd lIslets,
situated off the south const of King Williaan Island.
and reached them m less than a day’'s travel from the
native village. The Fskimos said that they had ob-
served five skeletons on these slets, and although he
searched diligently, he suceceded only o locating a
portion of one of them. Like MeChntoek, his efforts
were handicapped by the deep layvers of hard packed
snow which covered the terrain.

Crossing to King Wilham lsland in the immediat
vicinity Hall then examined a ten mile streteh of the
shore-line. Throngh the asastance of his guide he was
sticeessful 1 locating the positions of a number of
skeletons. At the mouth of Peffer River one of these
was found to be complete in 1t parts, and to have a
zold crown on one of the teeth, This latter cirvum-
stanee prompted him to take these particular remamns
away with him, which he did. On arrival i England
they weredentiticd through the gold erown as those of
Laentenant Le Vesconte of HLM.S. Lrebus,

After having spent four davs i the viemmity of Ising
Willinm Island Hall took his departure for Hudson
Bay. Ilis journey was of a hurried nature, for ke Dr.
Rae. 11 was necessary for him to reach his base at
Repulse Bay bhefore the summer thaw set in.

The next imvestigation to take place was in 1874, ten
vears after Hall's curtailed sledge journey. The United
States vessel Fothen, with a erew of twentyv-three,
satled from New York Harbour for Hudson Bay on the
19th of June 1878, After an uneventful voyage the ship
put into winter quarters during the antomn at Depot
Island. on the western shore of the Bayv.

Licutenant Frederick Schwatka of the 3rd Umted
States Cavaley had charge of the expedition. Although
none of the party had any previons experience in the
Aretie lns plan of investigation was well concerved and
alterwards splendidly earried out. He realized that a
thorough examination of the shore-hime could only be
effected during the summer period, when the snow had
melted and the heaches were exposed. The results
of his predecessors, MeChntoek and Hall, had been
greatly mimnuzed by the winter mantle of snow, and
he was resolved to overcome this disadvantage by
spending the summer season on Kinge Williar [slaod.

A camp was established on Depot 1sland, in the
viemity of the vessel, and the winter spent in prepar-
ation for the overland journey the followmgr spring.
The exploring party consisted of Sehwathka, three
other Kuropeans. and the same Hudson Bav Eskimo
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The Schwatka Franklin Search
expedilion. The party resting
after the first meeting with the
Great Fish River Eskimos. From
a sketch by H. W. Klutschak
artist of the expedition.

Right: Dr. Knud Rasmussen,
Denmark’'s foremost explorer
and world authority on the
Eskimo race.

who had previonsly served Hall in the eapacity of
interpreter.

Leaving the base in Aprl, 18749, the party eom-
menced the long traverse to the mouth of Baeck's
Great IMish Hiver: over seven months were to elapse
hefore i1ts preturn.  Schiwatka's achievement was »
natable one, not only Tor the length and duration of the
journey, but also for the good management displayved
in the provisioning of the party. He suceessTully relied
upon angmenting the supplies he brought with hun by
gsyvstematically securing on every oceasion what game
the country afforded. His party was small and his dogs
and equipment judiciously selected.

Sehwatka's journey took him north from the Great
Fish River. through Simpson Strait to the western
evast of King William Island, and north again as far as
Cape Folix, the northernmost extremity of the Island.
By the time he reached this point the summer was at
its height and most of the snow had disappeared. The
journey south to Simpson Strait was effected on the
land; lesurely fallowing the sinposities of the shore-
line the men and dogs packed the equipment. The
party witnessed the breaking up of the sea 1ce 1n
Vietoria Strait, which oceurrenee took plaee that
particular year on the 24th of July. By the latter part of
Oectober, when the new sea we was strong enough for
travel, Lthe party started oul on the long return journey
o Depot Istand in Hudson Bay, The days were then
shortening rapidly and the snow as yet searce on the
land. yet the explorers apparently suffered no undue
hardships, and made good progress back to their base,

The chief aim of the expedition was the recovery of
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Above, right: Charles Francis
Hall, lhe American explorer
who came after McClintock in
investigating the [ate of the
Franklin expedition.

the logs or records of the Franklin party. If any such
were in existence Schwatka believed they were to be
found on the western coast of King William Island.
For this reason he planned to search it, from Cape
Felix to Simpson Strait, when the snow had melted
and the chanees of suecvss were therefore greater. The
examination of Starvation Cove was aganin neglected,
for he passed this point before the thaw had 28t in

In evaluating the results of Schwatks's search it
may be smid that no outstanding revelations were to
alter the conclusions formed from the prior discoveries
of MeUlintock. No truce of a record or document
of any kind was found: which disappointment wns
emphasized by the singular fact that o piece of wax
cundle had been pressrved by the natives all these
years. while every serap of paper had perished. Several
graves and skeletons were dizeovered at six difficult
locations on the western coast of King William Island
In one of the graves. situated four miles south of
Victory Point, the remuains were identified by means of
a silver medal as those of Lisutenant Jomes lrving,
third officer of H.M.S. Terror. They were taken away
hy Schwatka and subsequently interred i Edinburgh.
Scotland. If we refer to the Vietory Point Record we
will learn that Irving was the officer who recovered it
for Crozier—on the abandonment of the ships—a short
distanee to the northward of the point, where the late
Commander Gove had deposited it a year previously
I'tis unlikely that Irving died at that time. to be buried
so close to Vietory Point as a distance of only four miles.
We can well surmise that he was one of the party who
later turned back to the ships from the main h;ui,\'



probably in the vicinity of Terror Bay and that his
death and boral took place, not 1in Aprl, but very
likelv early n July.

The following accounts., taken verbhatim from
Schwatka's diaries, will suffiee to summarize the tid-
ings he received from the natives, The Kslkamos he
came in contact with were for the first time members
of the group most vitally concerned with the discovery
of the Franklin disaster. It was members of this group

known as the Hivilernmmut- who had met the retreat-
ing white men on the western coast of King Wilham
Island. The D[Eskimos whom MeClintoek and Hall
mterviewed were a neighhouring group to the east-
ward, known as the Netsiiingonnut. They no doubt
came on the seene of the tragedy early but only after
the lhvilermiut had discovered it.

Interviewimg an old man on the subject of the dis-
covered ship, Sechwatka records: “T'he next white man
he saw was dead 1n a bunk of a g ship whieh was
frozen in the ice near an island about five miles due
west of Grant Point, on Adelaade Peninsula. They had
to walk out about three miles on smooth ice to reach
the ship. When his people =aw the ship o long
without anyvone around, they uszed to go on board and
sfeal pieces of wood and iron. They did not know how
to get inside by the doors, and ent a hoie in the side of
the ship. on a level with the ice. so that when the ice
broke up during the following summer the ship filled
and sank. They tfound plenty of kmves, forks,
spoons. pans, cups and plates on board, and after-
wards found a few such things on shore after the vessel
hael gone down, They also saw books on hoard and left
them there. They only took knives, forks, spoons and
pans: the other things they had no use for’.

Schwatka now records the story of an old woman
whom he interviewed on Adelaide Pemnsula. She had
been one of the party who actually saw the white men
when alive, She was the only eve-witness in fact ever
to have sueh an experience written down.

“Ahlangyar pointed ont (writes Schwatka) the eas-
tern coast of Washington Bay as the spot where she,
in company with her husbhand and two other men
with their wives, had seen ten white men dragging a
sledge with a boat on 1t many vears ago. . . . T'he
sledge was on the e and a wide erack =eparated them
from the white men at the mterview. The women went
on shore and the men awnited the white people at the
crack on the ice. Five of the white men put up a tent
on the shore and five remained with the boat on the
ice. The Tnnwite put up a tent not far from the white
men. and staved together here five davs., During this
time the Inawre killed a2 number of seals on the ice
and gave them to the white men. They gave her hus-
band a chopping knife. . . At the end of five days
thex all started for Adelaide Peminsula, fearing that the
e, which was very rotten, might not let them across.
They started at mght, beeause then. the sun being low,
the 1ce would bhe a little frozen. The white men follow-
ed, dragging their heavy sledge and boat. and could
not cross the rotten we so fast as the Fanwits, who
halted and waited for them at Gladman's Point. The
Innudts could not eross to the mainland, the 1ce was
too rotien. and they remaimmed mm King Wilham Land
all summer. Thev never saw the white men again,
though they waited at Gladman's Point fishing in the
neighbouring lakes, going hack and forth hetween the
shore and lakes nearly all summer. and then went to
the eastern shore near Matty Island. Some of the
white men were very thin, and their mouths were dry

and hard and black. They had no fur clothing on.”

Very complete accounts were obtained by Schwatlka
from dilferent natives concerning their discoveries at
Starvation Cove and in the small unnamed mlet -
meduitely to the southeast. Fram these 1t s apparent
that some thirty or forty members of the Frankhn
party perished in this viemity. A hifeboat and mans
articles of value were found: the boatl being broken up
and the matenal divided amongst the people. NMany
seattered skeletons were obiserved on high water mark.
some covered with sea weed and others partially
washed away. Books and papers were to be seen for a
time, attered around among the rocks along the
shore and also back from 1t. KEvidently the retreating
party who had reached thus far were in the last ex-
tremity of exbhaustion for no graves were to he 2een.
only the scattered remmns lyving where death had
clatmed them.

The discovery of the logs and Journals of the Frank-
hin expedition has mtrigued every mvestigator evern
down to the present time. If the Eskimo aceounts are
believed there 1s no eause for speculation regarding
their fate. The following elear aceount was obtained by
Sehwatka and no reason exists why we should doubst
its authenticity, especially as 11 does not stand alone:
“In answer to a question whieh we asked his mother
{writes Scehwatka) he said he saw books at the hoat
place (Starvation Covel i a tin case, about twao feet
long and a foot square, which was fastened and they
broke 1t open. The case was full. The boat was
right side up. and the tin case 1in the boat. Outside the
boat he saw a number of skulls. He forgot how many
but said there were more than four. The hones
are now covered up with sand and sea-weed as they
were lving just at high water mark. Some of the books
were taken home for the cluldren to play with, and
finally torn and lost, and others lay aronnd among the
rocks until carried away by the wind and lost or buried
beneath the sand™.

Schwatka obtained corroboration for the native
account obtained by Hall regarding the presence of a
large camp with many skeletons in Terror Bay. From
the deseriptiong given he believed it to be a hospital
camp. It was found by the natives on a small 1slet at
the head of the bay. “The natives said (writes Schwaf-
kua ) nothung was to be seen where previously they saw
many skeletons and other indieations of the white
man’'s camp, as 1t was 20 ¢lose to the water that all
traces had disappeared™. "

With the departure of Lieutenant Schwatka and
lus party from King Wilham Island. time earried on
itz process of effacenient for twenty-four yvears. when
the next party of Europeans came on the scene. This
wias mn the yvear 1903, when a voyage was undertaken
which was to prove unique in the long history of the
North-west Passage. Captain Roald Amundsen with
the small vessel Gjog reached King William I<land
from the Atlantie, and sheltered for a period of two
vears in a small basin on the sounth shore which he
named Gjoa aven. Profiting from the disastrous ex-
perience of the Frankhn expedition, beset in the mass
of heavy 1ce 1o the north-westward of the sland, and
by Dr. Rae's later discovery of a channel to the east-
ward comparatively free from obstruction., he had
little dhfficulty in reaching the fiest objective of his
journey within four months of his departure from
Norway. Scaence and mvention were making rapid
strides then as now, for the Gioa was equipped with a
means of auxithary propulsion new to the Aretie  the
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mternal eombustion engime, the utibty of which great-
Iv contributed to the suceess of the voyage.

The aectivities of the expedition while at King
Willinm Island were devoted to a sceientifie study of
terrestrial magnetism, and did not inelude any imves-
tigantions relating to the fate of the Franklin erews.
The only record we have of their contact with the
visibile evidence of the retreat is when Lieutenant
Hansen, engaged on a boat trip along the south shore
of the sland in July 1904, lands with his party on the
low foreshore of Poiut C. F. Iall, just west of the Todd
Islets. The attention of the party was immediately
clatmed by the sight of a demolished stone monument
arourd which was found seattered a number of
human bones. What the explorers were then witness-
g was a deseerated grave i which Hall, thirty-five
yeurs previously, had mnterred the remains of two mem-
bers of the ill-fated ¢rews. Amongst the pile a large
slab of hmestone was discovered on whieh he had en-
graved extemporaneously a touching tribute in the
following words: “Fternal Honour to the Iiscoverers
of the North-West Passage.” The Norwegian explorers
feelingly restored the grave and replaced Tlall's tribute
on the top of the monument.™

The following vear the Gjoa sailed forth on the next
stage of her memorable voyage. Nosing through the
scattered 1wee to the westward of the Todd Islets.
Amundsen dipped his country’s flag i silent tribuie to
the lonely grave on shore,

After the departure of the Gjoa cighteen years
elapsed before the next European visited King William
Island. Knud Rasmussen the noted Danish explorer
and world authority on the Eskimo race —was engaged
on a journey ol ethnological research which extended
right across Aretic North America. Successfully adopt-
mg Fskimo methads of life and travel, and subsisting
almaost entirely on the gume resources of the country,
his long journey was accomplished by dog team and
sledge; a Feat undreamed of in the days of Franklin. He
spent several months in the vicinity of King William
Island 1 the vear 1923, and visited every group of
Fskimos in the vieinity. He availed hnmself of this
mtercourse with the natives to learn what was then
possible concerning the disastrous fate of the Ifrankhn
Croews

Campared with his predecessors Rasmussen  was
more eminently qualified as an investigator from
Fisknmo sources. Not only had he a masterly command
of thewr dialeet but he understood mtimately their
mental make-up, and had a sympathetic understand-
ing of therr pecuharity of narration and resetion to
persistent interrogation. [Tnfortunately he came too
late to derive the advantages which these essential
qualitieations wonld have earlier assured. Little hope
existed of making any fresh discoveries, and the sum ol
knowledge in possession of the natives was necessarily
limited to the traditional accounts which had been
handed down to them verbally. These traditional
aceounts by Eskimos of the contemporary period are
nevertheless imporiant in that they harmonize with
those obtmned by Hall and Schwatka. Rasmussen's
talenis as a translator alone warrant quotation of two
outstanding narrations, which are essentially the sub-
stanee of what he learned from the people on the whole.

Jefore passing to these native acconnts we will first
quote what Rasmussen has to sav concerming the
Frankhn ships and the truthfulness and trustworthi-
ness ol the Fskimos as narrators: It 15 the general
belief (he writes) that the wrecked ships of the Frank-

64

lin expedition have been of great serviee to the
Fskimos of the North-west Passage and particularly
remedied their lack of wood and iron for a long time.
It is a fact. however. that the Franklin ships were
crushed by the iee, éven il at first they were found by
the Eskimos. still undamaged but abandoned by their
crews. 1 will revert later to the traditions that stll live
among the Netsilingmiut about this expedition, and
will at this pomnt simply state that the Franklin ships
have never provided the Eskimos with much material.
On the other hand the population right from Com-
mitteec Bay to Hudson Bay and Back River. from
King William's Land to Kent Pemnsula, have had
implenients of wood and iron that could definitely be
traced back to the John Ross Expedition (1829-321".

“The Arviligjuarmiut still had many recollections of
their first meeting with white men. and the sober man-
nerin which they told of these experiences, now almost
a hundred vears old, is good evidence of how reliable
the Kskimos ean be as nayrators if only they have to do
with people that understand them. I emphasize this
here because it is not uneommon that travellers assert
that an Eskimo can be made to sayv almost anything.
This quite nnwarranted accusation is effectively dis-
counted through the following accounts of their meet-
mgs and mtercourse with white travellers. . . . . "7

“1 must admit there 1s nothing particularly exciting
about these experiences, but perhaps just hecause of
that they provide good testimony of the good mem-
ories and trustworthiness of the Eskimos. These en-
counters with white men have been quite en passant,
and there has not been time to learn to know the people
they mention in the slightest: and vet so many, many
vears alterwards they preserve the traditions of their
experniences with unembellished and sober rehability.
IT the particular reports ol these expeditions are turned
up the ancient verbal traditions will be found to be in
the best agreement with the hooks.”™!

The following account of the meeting between the
retreating white men and the Eskimos on the west
coast of King Willlam Island was given by an old man
named legginrarjuk. Rasmussen records 1t as follows 1n
the first person:

“My father. Mangaq. was with Tetquatsaq and
Quablut on a seal hunt on the west side of King
Willinm's Land when they heard shouts, and dis-
covercd three white men who stood on shore waving to
them. This was in Spring; there was already open
water along the land, and 1t was not possible to get to
them before low tide. The white men were very thin,
Ilu“(|\\“-(‘|I('v'|-.('(l and looked ill. ']‘ll('_\ were 111‘(-'~.ﬁ\-,'|1 mn
white man’s clothes. had no dogs and were travelling
with sledges which they drew themselves, They bought
seal meat and Blubber and paid with a kmfe. There was
great joy on both sides at this bargain. and the white
men cooked the meat at once with the aid of the hluh-
ber and ate it. Later on the strangers went along to my
father's tent ciaunp and staved there the night before
returning to their own little tent, which was not of
animal sk but of something white like snow. At that
time there were already caribou on King William's
Land. but the sirangers seemed to hunt onuly wildfowl;
in particular there were many eider dncks and ptar-
migan then. The earth was not vet alive and the swans
had not come to the country. Father and his people
would have willingly helped the white men. but eould
not understand them: they tried to explain themselves
by signs and in fact learned to know a lot by this
means. They had onee been many they said; now they



KING WILLIAM ISLAND AND VICINITY

Hudson's Bay Company's vessel
unloading freight at King Wil
liam Island

A large lake on the south coast of
King William lsland. The Todd
Iulots can be geen in the middle
distance just off-shore. The mirage
of the mainland can be seen on the
horizon. This was the point of de-
parture [rom King William lsland.
R.C A F. photo.

View of the south coast of King William Island.
Paffer River can be seen entering the sea in
the middle distance. It was al this point that
Hall discovered the skeleton of Lt. Le Vesconte
in 1866. R.C.AF, pholo.

The soulh coast of Erebus Bay. In a central
poaition on the near shore McClintock dis-
covared the lifeboat which was headed back
towards the ships. R.C A.F. photo.

Locking west from the western
entrance ta Simpsan Strail. Cape
Herschel can be seen in the dis-
tance. This was the vicinity in
which uaits of the Franklin party
mel the Eskimos. R.C.AF. photo.

A view of the inlerior of King Wil-
liam lsland in summer. Passing in-
land from the rocky coastline the
terrain gives way 1o tundra and a
flat featureless plain,

The Hudson's Bay Company's
post and private Commercial
Radio Station CZ2L, at Gjoa
Haven, King William Island.

Gijoa Haven, on the south coast of King William - S—— ey
Island. The mite of the Hudson's Bay Company's E?— ~
wrading post and wireless station. R.C.AF. pholo,



were only few, and they had left thewr ship out in the
pack we. They pointed to the south, and 1t was under-
stood that they wanted to go home overland. They
were not met again, and no one knows where they
went to.”"®

The following narration given by Qaqortingneq, an
Lhvilermiut hunter who s stull living, tvpifies the
traditions which exist among the Eskimos to-day con-
cermng the shup which was diseoverad frozen in the 1ee.
Hasmussen records this secount also in the first per-
on: “Two brothers were onee out sealing northwest of
Qeqertaq (King William Island). [t wag in Spring, at
the time when the snaw melts awny around the breath-
ing holes of the seals. Far out on the ice they saw
something black. a large black mass that could be no
animal. They looked more closely and found that 1t
was a great ship. They ran home at onee and 1old thewr
fellow-villagers of 11, and next day they all went out to
it. They saw nobody, the ship was deserted, and so
they made up their minds to plunder it of evervthing
they could et hold of. But none of them had ever mel
white men. and they had no wden what all the things
they saw could be used for. One man who saw a hoat
hangimg up over the runwhale, shouted, ‘A trough. a
mpantic trough! 1 am going to have that!” He had
never seen a boat and so he thought 11 was a meat
trough. He cut throueh the hines that held the boat,
and it erashed down on the iee bottom upwards and
wns smashed™,

“They found guns mm the ship too, and as they had
no suspicion of what they were, they knoecked the steel
barrels off and hammered them out for harpoons. In
faet, so lgnorant were they about guns that they said
wogquantity of percussion caps they found were ‘hitrle
thimbles’, and they really thought thar among the
white men there hived a dwarf people who could use
them.™

“At first they dared not go down into the ship itself,
bt =oon they became bolder and even ventnred mio
the houses that were on deck. There they found many
dead men Iving in their bunks. At last they also risked
pommg down into the enormons room in the nmuddle of
the <ship. 1t was dark there. But soon they found tools
and would make a hole in order to let ight in. And the
foolish people, not understanding white man’s things,
hewed a hole just on the water hine so that the water
poured in and the ship sank. And 1t went to the bottom
with all the valuable things, of which they barely
rescued any.”

“The same vear well into Spring. three men were on
their way from King Willinm’s Land 1o Adelaide DPen-
insula to hunt for canibou calves. There they found a
boat with the bodies of six men. In the boat were
guns, kmves, and some provisions, showing that they
had perished of sickness.™

“There are several places in our country where we
still see hones of these white men. I myself have been
at Quudlunarsiorfik (Starvation Cove): up to only a
few vears ago we used to go over there o dig lor
lead and pieces of wron. And there 15 Kangerarfigdink
(Terror Bay), guite slose ta us, o little way along the
voast towards the west. ™

“That 15 all I know about the “‘Pelrartut’ as we eall
the white men who onee visited our country and who
were lost without our forefathers hemng able 1o help
them."™ ¥

In the late autumn Rasmussen sueceeded in making
a hurred journey to Starvation Cove. This was the
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first oceasion on which this important loeation had
been investigated. Undoubtedly 1t was one of the high
mortality points in the retreat, but few traces re-
mained to be seen after the elapse of seventy-five years.
“There, exactly where the Eskimos had indicated
(writes Rasmussen), we found n oumber of human
bones that were undoubledly ihe mortal rom_nins of
members of the Franklin expedition: some pieces _nf
eloth at the same place showed that they were of whiite
men. Now, almost eighty vears after, wild beasts had
senttered the white, sun-hleached bones out over the
peninsuly and thus removed the sinister traces I'ro_m
the spot where the last struggle had once been fought™.

“We had been the first friends that had ever visited
the place. Now we gathered their bones together, built
4 eairn over them and hoisted two flags at half mast,
the English and the Danish. Thus without very many
words we did them the last honours.'” ™

Rasmussen's sojourn ot King William Island coin-
cided with a notable event in that locality which we
will now pass on to. For many yvears prior to 1923
crvilization had been advancing slowly northward and
along the Aretic coast, unubtrusively establishing s
outposts in spots hitherto considered inaceessible.
Aroused by the wild shouts of the natives one day late
in the autumn, the explorer was astonished to behold
the white sails of a vessel entering Simpson Strait from
the westward. The Hudson's Bay Company’s schooner
El Sueno was bound on a commercial mission which
resulted in the establishment of a trading station on
the =outh shore of the =land. Sinee that vear King
Willinm Island has been oceupied by Europeans, and
the Company's vessels successfully voyage each snm-
mer to maintain the tiny settlement. The seene of the
last enactment of the Frankhin expedition is no longer
remote or isolated within the depths of the Aretic ice.
Nowadays i1 1s possible to make the journey from the
end of steel in Northern Alberta. comfortably, even
with a fair degree of luxury. in a leisurely six weeks
during the navigational season. The use of aireraft
which operate on scheduled flights to Coronation Gulf
would reduce thos time sull farther.

Cireat progressive changes have taken place st King
Willtam Island sinee the time Franklin’s men struggled
and expired so niterly remote from the nearest outpost
of the eivilized race. London’s “Big Ben™ [rom the
heart of the Empire hooms in to-day i those very
sauine shores. Patrols of the Roval Canadian Mounted
Police pass wlong them periodicalls  quietly engaged in
the execution of manifold routine duties. A commercial
short wave radio station affords participation o that
va=t network of rapid communications which encirele
the globe, Powerful diesel engines have supplanted the
sail and himited steam of ninety vears ago. Climatic
conditions, travel and food problems. are met to-day
with new methods and a new technigue which has
robbed the Aretie of its intmical reputation. and
reduced life and travel within its borders almost to the
level of the commonpluce.

Durng these Intter years the quest for traces of the
retreat has continued: officials of the Company and
representatives of the Dominion Government have at
different times covered the entire route of the march
from Cape Felix to Montreal [slund. Yel no new
palpable [act or even fragment of a document has heen
hrought to hight. Nothing but here and there at o few
points the bleached and fast disappearing bones of the
infortunate seamen reward the searcher. Time and



the earlier activities of the Eskimos have removed all
tangible traces except these mournful remnants,

Under the anspices of the Hudson’s Bay Company
the writer was privileged to head a small party which
carried out a curtailed search on the south coast of
IKing William Island during the vear 1931, In record-
g briefly a deseription of the journey and its results
it may be pointed out that it was not undertaken with
any sangaine expectation of discovering records, nor
vet to colleet any of the negligible relies which the
Fiskimos have left for our discovery. Its object was
merely 1o locate and inter such mortal remains as the
Iiskimos led us to believe were still to be seen at differ-
ent points; for it was a sad and reproachful thought
that the bones of brave and unfortunate men were
still seattered on shores where the flug had been flving
for almost a deeade.

I starting out from the settlement at Gjoa Haven
late 1n June the season was most suitable for a search
of the coast-line. The snow had almost entirely disap-
peared from the land, and the sea ice was covered with
innumerable pools of fresh water caused by the melted
snow on its surface. The days were mild and pleasant,
marred only by oceasional depressing fogs which de-
stroved visibility and lowered the temperaiure. The
whole seene had undergone complete transformation
i a surprisingly short space of time. Strugglhing vege-
tation and numerous Arctie wild flowers made them-
selves manifest m the more sheltered and favourable
spots. The wild ducks, recently arrived from the south.
animated the ice free ponds and lake borders with their
presence and noise, imparting hife to the sombre land-
seape. The sun circled the sky continuously, affording
uninterrupted dayheht and congenial warmih.

The Todd lslands are comprised of a group of four
small 1slets lying elose inshore. These islets - the first
objective in our search —were the point of departure
for the FErebus and Terror survivors {rom the King
Wilham Iskind coast to the mainland of the coniinent
lifteen miles distant. It is quite evident they were
topographically confused in pursuing their journey to
Back River, for instead of erossing to the mainland
at the narrowest part of Simpson Strait where the
width 15 only around two miles  they contimied east
adhering to the shore of the island. On reaching the
Todd Islets they found the coast extending away to
the north-east, while the mainland had fallen off to the
south until only the tup of Richardson IPoint was
visible from sea level. When they eventually reached
Starvation Cove they had actually travelled twice the
distance from Simpson Strait.

The Eskimos mformed Hall in 1869 that they had
observed five skeletons of white men on the Todd
Islets: a portion of one of these he discovered and pre-
sumably buried in some manner. We could find no
trace of a grave, but were fortunate m locating the
partial remans of at least four skeletons. ‘I'wo of these
were found embedded 1n the soft sand of a low spit
running out from the most sontherly islet 1n the group.
One was almost intact and yang in an extended
natural position, evidently that of a slight young man.
The teeth of hoth Jaws were complete and remarkable
in their flawless perfection. These skeletons had been
well preserved in the moist sand and patches ol the
hliie naval broadeloth held together and were taken
away by n=. Digmng in the viemity of the other re-
mains  which were very incomplete  the vivid colour
only of the broadeloth was diseernible, the fabre
having entirely disinteprated. The low spit referred to

must be frequently washed by high tides durng the
surmer season, and 1115 possilile further remains were
earlier buried beneath the <andd

Contimuimng to the westward some time was spent
in an endeavour to locate the several remains which
Hall had mentioned 1n his diary as being im the neigh-
bourhood, especially the grave which Tansen found
in 1904 bearing his insermbed tmbute on a flat slab of
limmestone. Although we searched closely we met with
no suceess, the ecairns or marks having been most
likely demolished long ago by the Eskimos. In fact
one of them told us that the mseribed slab of stone was
broken when he lust saw it some vears previously. The
coast 15 composed of a4 mass of broken lunestone and
gravel mounds in wlhiich numerous old Eskimo stone
struetures— mostly meat  eaches oceur  regularly.
This condition rendered it impossible to discern where
a cairn or monument had onee stood.

Peffer River was found to be a turbulent stream
flowing through a grassy valley now fresh and green.
Its waters, swollen with the melting snow from the in-
terior, tumbled down to the sea 1ce and dispersed with
a roaring nowse through a large tidal erack. On the
left bank, close to the sea 1ee, 1all had found the re-
mains ol Lieutenaut le Vesconte of the Erebus. The
Fskimos informed us that further remains were stil]

to be seen at this pomnt, and after a prolonged search
we discovered some traces of a human skeleton on
the low foreshore. These consisted prineipally ol one
fermoral bone and a number of vertebra. Evidentls
the greater portion of the skeleton had been washed
imto the sea.

Douglas Bay, which is one of the large indentations
of the south coast, was our next point of mterest. The
bay was flooded with large sheets of water dramed
from the land, and numerous tidal eracks were open-
mg up. Many seals had used these to gain access to the
surface of the ice, and lay basking alongside 1n the sun-
shine. The bay s very shoul, and as one advances into
it several tiny islets occeur. On one of these jusi ofl the
east shore, exactly where the IKskimes had mdicated,
we found the next traces. We were scarcely prepared
however for the amount of human remains which we
conld see even as we waded ashore. Seven skulls and a
fiair proportion of the co-essenitial anatomy resulted
from our examination of the tmy islet. These were
scattered around widely on the bare limestone shingle
and bleached to an intense whiteness, On the elevation
two moss grown tentl rings told the tale of transient
natives who long ago had eamped 1o ransack the <ite
of so mueh mortality. Nothing further of importance
was to be found except wood shavings and some small
fragments of well weathered oak and pine. Evidently
the Eskitnos had converted the muech prized wood to
their various uses on the spot. A grave was prepared
for the remains on the crown of the islet, and a large
cairn erected as a monument to mark the spot. From
the position in wlich some of the remains lay, close 1o
the high water mark, we could not help speculating
that the sea had exacted 1ts elaims here also.

Tulloch Point. the west arm of Douglas Bay. was
next vistted. 1t s o prominent headland strewn with
large boulders on the lower elevations. The anecient
shelving beaches which feature the entive voast are
here most pronounced, while a short distance inland
patehes of clay intersperse the monotonous and barren
limestone ridges, affering foothold for a comparativels
profuse vegetation. We had no difticulty in locating a
Lirge partully demolished stone strueture c¢lose to the
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FRANKLIN RELICS

Grave of a member of the Franklin ex- While on
pedition in Terror Bay. Monumen! re- Sergt. Ma
built by Patsy Klengenberg in 1931.
Phots P. Klengenberg

atrol al King William Island The late Mrs. Klengenberg photographed
Emson of the Royal Canadian beside a mass of crumpled melal which
Mounted Police inspecls a grave con- she discovered in Terror Bay, 1931, A relic
taining remains of members of the o| the Franklin expedition; obviously the re-
Franklin expedition. mains of a waler lank from one of the life
hoats. Photo P, Klengenberg.

Al George IV hall-crown and an old-lime lvory sailor bution discovered in August 1936
on a point of land fifteen miles west of Starvation Cove by L. B, Learmonth, post man-
ager at Gjoa Haven, and his assistant D. G. Sturrock.
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Last page of a letter from Sir John Franklin to the Gov-
ernor of the Company, dated "Govt. Houss VD Land,”
October Tth, 1838, The letter congratulates Patar War-

ren Dease and Thomae Simpson on their recent succes-
ses in Arctio exploration

The author with the collected remains of seven members of the Franklin engdxhun
!

discovered by the Hudson's Bay Company search party on an islel in

iglas
Bay, July 1931




begach which the natives had informed us contained the
bones of a white man. Sehwatka records in his diary
the Fskimo account he received of this prave 1n 1879,
but apparently he did not visit the spot to investigate ;
apart from the natives we had been the first to do so.
The remains had apparently been placed on the ground
i the centre of the structure. which was composed of
large boulders. But we now found a portion of the
skeleton including the skull scattered alongside the
ruin. Evidently the Eskimos had excavated the pile
and removed the remains in the course of therr investa-
gation. It seemed reasonable to conclude that these were
the remains of a member of the Franklm party. and
that lns surviving compamons had carried out the
rough burial. The Eskimos' insistenee on the identity of
the grave both i 1879 and fifty-two yvears later, and
also the fact that they themselves do not customarily
bury on a low shore, but alwavs on the nearest avail-
able heights, ean be regarded in a conclusive Light.

We continued our search as far as Simpson’s eairn
on Cape Herschel. at the western entrance to Simpson
Strait, without finding any further traces on the way.
The days were advaneing rapidly into July and hecom-
mgg steadily warmer as we commenced the return
Journey to Gjoa Haven. The shore water was mereas-
mg rapidly and the tidal fissures widening. By the end
of the month or early in August the sea ice would dis-
integrate and break up. to be slowly dispersed by the
wind and currents: the short navigational period
would then be at hand and the short summer season on
the wane.'®

The latest discovery of further remains of members
of the Franklin crews took place as recently as during
the month of September. 1936. Chief Trader L. A.
Learmonth, accompamed by D. (. Sturrock, both of
the Hud=on’s Bay Company. carried out a reconnais-
sance by motor boat from Gjoa baven along the
northeast coast of Adelaide Peninsula. Agsisted by the
Fiskimos they succeeded in loecating several seattered
skulls and other remains in the viemity ol a low point a
short distance to the westward of Starvation Cove.
This point 1s unnamed on existing charts but is known
to the Eskimos as Tikeramyou {Crooked Finger).

A peculiarity of this fresh discovery is the fact that
the remainsg here also werée found on or just above the
high water mark. This consideration, which was also
evident at Starvation Cove, strongly suggests that the
retreating party whieh perished on the Adelaide Pen-
insula coast reached there before the summer had set
in or the snow had melted from the beasches. In other
words they were far in advance of the parties whom the
liskimos met near Cape Herschel about the middle ol
July. The importanee of the northeast coast of Ade-
laade Peninsula as the major seene of the final passing
of the Franklin Expedition 1s strengthened by this new
cdhsclosure,

The only tangible relies which resulted [rom n care-
ful search ol the vieinity of the various remains were a
silver George IV half crown, bearing the date 1820,
and a sailor’s wvory hutton. These small objects had
apparently escaped the thoroughness of the Fskimos:
but 1t is note-worthy that, as elsewhere, every serap of
wood and other durable material had vanished.

Before passing from a summary of the accounts
obtained from Ezlkimo sources some cognizance must
be accorded a recent report attribnted to them, which,
if we could afford it eredence. would result in a com-
pletely new picture of the events incident to the tragre
happening. '*

This report, which has received wide cireulation, had
its ineeption in the vear 1926, It indicates that the
wreel of one of the Franklin ships hes submerged off a
small islet to the northeast of Matty Island, Not only
this. but a cache of wooden esses was found on the
islet by two native hunters, approximately forty years
after the abandonment of the Ercbus and Terror in
1848, The eases were symmetrically piled in a eache
some twenty feet long, tive feel wide, and more than
five feel high: they were supposed ta have contained
Hlour and pemmican, packed in sealed tin containers.

No doubt exists regarding the southerly trend of the
current in Victoria Strait. Therefore one of the ships
could not possibly drift to a position in the vieinity of
Matty Island nnless it almost circumnavigated King
William Island. It s unnecessary to comment upon the
feasibility of such a feat. and the obstructions which
foul the narrow confines of Stmpson Strait, The theory
has been advanced that both ships were possibly
remanned and navigated to the positions indieated by
the Eskimos by a remnant of the erews who abandoned
the march and returned to them. 1t is further suggested
that the cache of cases on the islet may be accounted
for as having been placed there by the crew of the
wrecked ship. which 1s supposed to hie submerged in
the vieinity.

No trace whatever of the sojourn or death of
Furopeans i the surrounding area has ever been dis-
covered. What, we may ask, happened to the seamen;
did they go down with thewr ship after establishing so
methodically a eache of provisions on the neighbouring
1slet? What ecaused the ship to sink so suddenly that
they did not succeed m getting ashore to the nearby
land? How could this conspicuous cache, built sipon a
small 1slet whieh 15 deseribed as a “low flat terram’
possibly escape the eyes of the Eskimos for forty vears?
Set in the midst of one of their main sealing areas, and
on the route of therr migrations up and down the west
coast of Boothia Peninsula, 1t 15 ineredible they could
have rmssed 1t while elsewhore every fragment of wood
and serap of metal had heen picked up years before. In
the intenstfied hght of spring such a striking and alien
object would stand out hike a city building and be
visible on the flat white plain for several miles.

How did Rasmussen. who visited and lived for a
time with all the groups of Eskimos in the King Wil-
linm Island area, miss this significant story? With his
skilful command of the dialect and inherent insighi of
liskimo character, we must conclude that it did not
exist in the vear 1923, or most certainly he would have
placed 1t on record if il had any relation to the Frank-
lin expedition. We must particularly remember what
he had to say eoncerning the reliability and truthtul-
ness of the Eskimos as narrators "if only they have to
do with people who understand them™.

Prudent investigation will reveal that the report has
no foundation i reality as far as 1t concerns the Frank-
lin expedition. and the theory built upon it entirely
Hlogical and unwarrantable. No Kskimos have ever
actually seen the wreek. submerged or otherwise. The
report. which is very ambiguous concerming 1t, only
implies that they have. If it exists at all 1t 1s in faney
only, probably through association with their finding
i the locality a quantity of material which certainly
did come from a <hip.

[ the vourse of his famous voyage of the North-
west Passape, Roald Amundsen had the misfortune to
ground his vessel, the Gjoa, off the northeast end of
Matty Island m the fall of the vear 1903, In his pub-
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hshed works he deseribes dramatically the exetting and
perilous meident and the expeditious measures which
averted disaster. In order to reduce the draught of the
vessel 1t was necessary to jettison the entire deck
eargo, which consisted principally of lumber mtended
for the erection of scientific stations, and a large
quantity of pemmican in cazes."" It 1s inevitable that a
portion of this sacrificed deck eargo washed up on the
shores of the small islands i the vicinity, to be alter-
wards discovered and salvaged by the natives, This 1=
really what did iake place: a fact which can be readily
ascertained from the Netsilik group. as (he crceum-
stances are still well known and certain details are
avallable. For instance, some of the wood, evidently
factory sawn, was found embedded in the sand on the
shore of onc of the islets, It was soft wood, easily work-
able, and suitable for constructing sledges and kavak
frames, and therefore much prized.

Through faulty interpretation and misunderstand-
ing, 1s 1t possible that the finding of this jetsam is the
basis of a sunken ship which could be none other than
one of Franklin's were it real instead of mythical” Not
a single indigenous trace of members of the Frankhn
crews was ever found in the vieinity of Mutty [sland or
on the east coast of King Wilham Island by either
Kuropeans or natives, The wood and other articles
which MeClintock found in possession of the Eskimos
in this area 1n the vear 1859, on their own nnammous
statement came from the vieimity of Montreal Isliand
and the wrecked ship they reported five days journey
overland to the westward.

We have now completed an outhne ol the researches
which have established all that is known concerning
the fate of the Franklin expedition. It remains only to
attempt briefly a reconstruction of the tragedy in the
heght of what has been discovered and what may be
reasonably coneluded.

Crozier's decision to abandon his ships was foreed
upon him by reason of his dwindling provisions, which
were certamly nsuflicient to last for anything like
another winter; and more especially on account of a
subtle disease which was spreading among his men,
and for wluch there was no arresting cure except a
change of diet. There 1g every reason to believe that
both he and Fitzjames were actuated with the highest
sense of duty and responsibility, and faced with
decision the dreadfnl alternative to a bold attempt to
save the lives of their men. rather than pernut them to
perish miserably in maetivity and hopelessness. The
time would seem to have been at hand for such an
effort and they seized upon it resolutely.

Crozier had two routes of retreat open to him: north-
eastward to Prinee Regenti Inlet or Lancaster Sound
where he would eertainly eventually have fallen in
with rescie or whaling ships. or southward to Fort
Relianee, the nearest outpost in the interior of Canada.
If he had adopted the former he would have emulated
what Ross suecessfully accomplished 1 1832-33, with
a smaller party m a sounder state of health. Little
game other than seals would be procurable on this
route, but he knew that there was a cache of groceries
and other necessities at Fury Beach on Somerset
Island. where 1t had been left by a former expedition.
The «outherly route hie doubtless believed to abound in
game, especially the desirable caribou. and there was
the chance of recerving some assistance from the daf-
ferent groups of natives as he fell in with them. What
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he needed most urgently was fresh game of any kind in
order to stem the rising tide of scurvy. livery other
considerntion had to be subordinated to this pressing
necessity otherwise the disease was imumnitigable and
imminent disaster a certainty. This 18 most likely the
faetor wlich influenced him m attempting a retreat up
the Great Fish River in preference to the north-
eastward.

Crozier wns correct in assuming that game was
plentiful to the southward: that is during the late
spring and summer months. At the height of the sum-
mer season the marshes and tundra a short distance
inland on the continent are alive with wild life. Swans
circle over the larger lakes on the look-out for nesting
and feeding places. Every pond is occupled by the
predominant eider duck. DBrant and Canada grey
geese, as well as a variety of other water fowl, are to be
seen on the swampy flats. Groups of cartbou, browsing
on the summer herbage. dot the plams. In the lagoons.
in the ereek mouths, in the lakes, a fline variety of
Arctie salmon and trout are universally common. The
whole aspect of the interior during the summer period
is very radically ehanged. With 115 verdant hue and
wild Howers and the noise ol birds, the rigorous nature
of its elimate 15 temporarily subdued

What Crozier probably did not realize was the ina-
hility of lus men throngh nexperience —apart Irom
their athng condition —to find and secure the game 1
anvthing like suflicient quantities. The seamen were
not expert or practised hunters to whom any great
degree ol success was asceribable. A similar number of
Fskimos could not have marched in a body Tor any-
thing like the distance attempted and have subsisted
upon the game they came across on the way. With
their natural and acquired skill as hunters, and themr
knowledge ol the country and where to seek the game.
they would have scattered out in small bands over a
large area and by devious routes have arrived eventu-
ally at their destination, it and well.

The disastrous outcome of the retreat was indeed
logical when everything 1s taken into consideration.
The unwieldly size of the party, following unerringls
the same line of reireat and thereby lesseming their
already slhim chances of securing any worthwhile quan-
tity of game. lLeaving their ships so early as the
latter part of April, bhefore the spring had really set in
or the caribou and wild fowl migrations had material-
ized. Unsuitably attired to meet the low temperatures
which prevalled for some considerable time after
leaving the ships. Hauling with them provisions for
some forty days only—for this is all they could reason-
ably have managed, and at that a short allowance.
Even 1if everything had gone well. forty davs would
only have laken them to the mouth of Back's Great
Fish River, that 1s, about the first week in June. when
they would still be some six hundred miles from their
destination. They would have arrived then, with their
supplies exhaunsted. and the river which they proposed
to ascemd in bouts still frozen over to a depth of six or
seven feet. As the river ice does not break up and
move down to the sea until at the earliest the first
week m July they wonld have been unable 1o con-
tinue therr journey for a4 full month at least. What was
to hecome of them in the meantime, and llow were
they to find sufficient game in such a limited area to
support themselves through this transitional period
even though they were fairly successful in hunting?
Their lack of appreciation of the stupendous nature of
the enterprise they were undertaking is also evident




ESKIMO GROUPS IN VICINITY OF KING WILLIAM ISLAND

POPULATION CHART

Netsilik Group

Arvertormiut 10 Male 8 Female
Igtuartorfikmiut . 30 Male 26 Female
Qeqertarmiut . 11 Male 9 Female
Kungmiut 24 Male 19 Female
Arviligjuarmiut 34 Male 29 Female
Ilivilermiut 39 Male 33 Female
Ogiulikmiut . 11 Male 8 Female
Utkuhikjalingmiut 18 Male 14 Female
177 146 Total 323
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Compiled from Knud Rasmussen’s Census of 1923 and brought up-to-date from
Hudson's Bay Company Statistics.

Left: Types of the ILivilarmiut group. Membaers of this group were the only Eskimos
to see portions of the Frankhin crews while shll alive. From these people Schwatka
and Rasmussen obtained accounts of the tragedy. Closely anllied to their neigh-
bours the Netsilik they have the same degree of culture.

Right: Types of the Netsilik group, the only Eskimos with whom McClintock came
in contact. Plain unadorned ¢lothing and long hair are still the {ashion among
central Canadian groups.

Laft: A Netsilik sealing camp 1n the vicinity of Matty Island. McClintock found them sealing in the same neighbourhood in 1859, plentifully supplied
with relics of the Franklin expedition.

Centre: Migrating Netsilik on the sea 1ce 1n Rae Straut during spring.

Hight: Eskimo tents on the beach near Cape Herschel in June. In the same vicinity the people met units of the Frankhin expedition in July 1848,



i the Lurge quantity of shightly useful items of equip-
ment they carried away from the ships. Such artieles
as sabres, curtain rods, copper lightmng conductors,
wooden tackle blocks, nautical instruments, black-
smith’s tools, ete, not to mention the ponderous and
il devised sledges, are enlightening. As men marching
for their hves, it behooved them 1o burden themszelves
with only such equipment as was absolutely essential.
They seem to have adopted an opposite poliey, and
carried with them every single article whieh might he
of even the shightest service.

The retreat would appear to have broken down in
the vietmity of Terrar Bay: probably through inereas-
myg sickness, exposure and exhaustion. Following the
sinnosities of the coust-line as they did this wonld
be abont sixty or seventy miles distant from the ves-
sels. How long it occuped them to reach this viemity
we have no means of knowing. But from the words of
the Fskimos we are led to believe that some of those
who continued on towards Back River were mel in the
vicinity of Cape Hersehel a short distance to the
sounthward—when the shore water was m evidence
and the sea 1ce decayved - approximmately the maddle of
July, From this we may judge that progress thus far
from the ships had heen éither most unreasonably
slow or that very lengthy delays had taken place. On
the other hand. the detachments the Eskimos came
across mayv have been stragelers i the retreat. Others
may have preceded them whom the Eskimos had no
contact with and therefore no knowledge of.

It 15 quite evident that 1t was in the vienity of
Terror Bay a separation took place in the retreating
party. A number comnmenced a return to the shaps; we
do not know how many, but undonubtedly the majority
continued southward or there would not be so many
traces left in that direction, particularly at and near
Starvation Cove, i which locality alone nearly half
the expedition are accounted for. There 1s no means
of eéstablishing exactly what circumstances brought
about the return of a detachment to the ships. As
MeChntock sngrested, 1L may have heen for what pro-
vistons still remained on board. for surely those they
had bronght with them must even then have been on
the point of exhaustion, as the progress had been so
terribly slow. Or again. perhaps those unwilling or un-
able to proceed lurther with any hope of ultimately
getting any where, decided to return to the slips as the
only alternative objective to make for. All of the re-
turmng party did not reach ther destination. as
Lientenarnt Irving's grave close to Vietory Point
testified. Those who did would have experienced
rreat difficulty in doing so. owing to the advaneced
stage of the season and the imminent disruption of
the 1ce. They would be unable to regain the land again
for the same reasons.

The only contact any number of the retreating
crews made with the Eskimos was apparently in the
vicmity of Cape Herschel. where one or more umts
met a few wandering lamihes. The meeting was to no
material purpose as faras it benefited the needy white
men. A trivial barter of seal lesh! The explosion of any
hopes whieh the seamen centred in sueh a meeting!
We can well understand the reactions of the Eskimos
on seeing for the first time people ol a different race,
peculiarly dressed. and speaking a strange tongue.
It reflects something in favour of their courage that
they did not flee at the sight of such an apparition,
when we take into consideration their spiritnal and
teratolosical beliefs, and the impact of the encounter,
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It is natural that their intercourse with the strangers
would be tempered instinetively with eaution and
timidity. Insensible or apathetic to their plight and
possible fate, they promptly withdrew from an ox-
perience whick may well have appealed to their super-
stitions, in spite of ihe faet that they were aware of
the existence of a race of white people. through the
association of a neighbouring group with the Ross
expedition eighteen years previously. It should also
be noted that the physical appearance alone of the
white men—evidently suffering from some malady —
would ereate alarm in their minds due to their belief
in the supernatural eause of disease and total ignorance
ol therapeutic treatment.

It has been pointed out on oeceasion that if the
Franklin partv had earlier sought out the BEskimos,
fratermzed with them. and secured their co-operation.
a great number of themn might well have been pre-
served. Such a supposition is unwarrantable, for no
natives inhabited or habitually frequented the land
closest to where the ships were beset in the 1ce. There
15 no evidence indeed that the Franklin expedition
had any contact whatever with the Eskimos before
abandoning their ships. If we consult the extent of the
population of the locality through which the retreat
lay us far as Baek River, we will find that it con-
tained at most some fifty hunters; seattered out over
an extensive area, mostly imland at that period of the
vear, only a few ol these could possibly have come in
contaet with the retreating explorers. To suggest that
a few primitive Eskimos could support or materially
assist—in addition to their own families —a large body
of white men, 15 atinbuting too much to their skill as
huniters and the extent of the avatllable game resources
al their disposal.

Continuing on from Cape lerschel the retreating
detachments dwindled as men fell out on the wav and
died where later their remaims were Found at different
points, Starvation Cove seems to have been almost the
last stand ; but believing the Eskimos we ean pietire i
small nurmber, draggimge to the last one of the boats,
who actually did reach as far as Montreal Island.
within sight of the month of the mver which was to
have borne them inland on that visionary journey toa
meeting with their countrymen. That any of them
reached this, a distance of nearly three hundred miles
from the ships, 1= to be marvelled at when we consider
the character and severity of the vain struggle., Surely
the trmal of Scott and his party in the Antaretie was
not greater or more magnammons just because a re-
covered diary gave us an mtimate picture of their
superb acquittal, themr touching emotions., and their
final submission.

The Eslkimos mhabiting the King William Island
and Adelaide Pemnsula areas do not spend their sum-
mer mouths on the eoast. When the sea 1s open and
freed from its thick coating of 1ce. 1t is a closed book
to them, for they are not a sea people. Large mamimals,
such as whales and walrus, which inhabit the sea in
other Arctie vicimities are absent in these waters. It is
only when the sea 1s in a frozen state that the natives
live upon its surface and subsist upon the seals they
procure through the breathing holes, For this reason
the population is dispersed fishing and earibou hunting
tland during the summer and antumn periods of the
vear. It was not until they eame down to the coast in
the early winter of 1848 that they discovered the
tragie happening which had taken plare on themr
shores. That winter and the ensuing spring they came




seross the dead bodies of white men at different points,
uand proceeded to appropriate the beloneings thes
found with them. So precious was the wood and many
of the articles which were to be had that their efforts
were directed to a thorough search in order to secure
all that was available.

Late in the spring of the following vear, 1849, an
even more amazing discovery was made by the I8ski-
mo=. Out tn the sea. off the west coast of Adelawde
Perunsula, a huge ship was seen [rozen =solidly in the
thick sea 1ee. We have alvemdy read some of their own
accounts concerning the discovery and whait happened
to the ship afterwards. If 1t 1s true that they succeedead
i entting a hole through the hull which caused 11 to
fill with water it could not possibly sink until the ice
broke up during the latter part of July; the ice 1tself
would hear it up until that time. It would therefore
remain In thewr possession for at least four weeks.
during which period they would be free to move much
material ashore from it.

Something drastically final did undounbtedly oceur
ta the ship to cause 1t to disappear a short time after
1ts discovery. As Rasmussen points out, 1f the natives
had hadd aceess to it for any lengthy period of time they
would have been in possession ol much material rom
it even in the year 1932, At that time the Arvilig-
juak and neighbouring groups were observed to have
worked mto thewr hunting weapons and domestie
utensils mneh material from Sic John Ross's shap
Vietory, which was abandoned on the east coast of
Boothia Perinsula in the year 1832, On the other hand

to the Franklin expedition. The inference 1z as the
Eskimos claimed the Viectory remained a prev to
them for a number of years but the Franklin ship sank
a short time afrer its discovery.

The discovered slup, which was possibly the Brebs,
for she was larger and more strongly bumlt than her
consort, would appear to have difted ont of the heavy
ice in Victoria Strait during the late summer or fall of
the same veaur in which her erew abandoned her. That
would mean that it oceupied the vessel approximately
thiree vears to drift at a slow rate to the open waier
south of that belt of heavy iee which was the prime
factor in the destrnetion of the expedition. It 1s an
ome contemplation that had the erews only remained
with thoir ships for another foew months, one of them at
least was actually to escape undamaged to those same
1ee-free coastal waters for wlieh Frankhin was striving
three vears previously when he was fatefully beset.
Carred south by the carrent the vessel was brought to
a stationary position near the mainland where the
ratives found her, by the freezing over of the sea agam
at the onset of the next winter: which would be about
the first wesk 1 October, just aver five months follow-
ing the abandonment which took place the 22nd of
April. Thus the inglorious end of one of the ships is
made known to us even though through the obscurity
of Fskimo testimony suech as it was recorded.

The presence of the ship in the locahty in whieh the
Eskimos found her 15, we may presume, the immportant
factor which mtervened to turn them from a searching
mvestigation of that streteh of const-line between Cape
Crozier and Cape Felix, otherwise it is inconceivable
they would have failed to hink 1t with therr discoveries
to the south or 1that it wonld entirely have escaped
their attention until the comng of MeClintock. Very
likely the association in their minds of the marching
white men and the discovered ship preciuded any

further enquiry as to where the travellers had come
from, That parvcular area of the 1sland s most nnpro-
ductive of pame at all seasons of the vear, and the
closely packed heavy tlees in the neighbouring sea
olitruet sealing operntions, For these reasons 1t s
rarely frequented at all by the natives: were 1t other-
wise the Victory Point Record would surely never have
survived

What of the other ill-futed wvessel, probably the
Terror? Did she fal to withstand the erushing foree of
ithe tloes and perish in Vietoria Strait? Is it true that
the Netsthnemut sigchted her also. beset ol Cape
Felix, and were in a position to conclude that she
foundmed? We do not know definitely! Our enhighten-
ment is limited to such a vague account as MeClintoek
was able to obtain from old Oo-na-lee, who traced a
map upon the snow and pointed towards Cape Felix.

The accounts obtained from Eskimo sources by the
various mvestigators whose findings we have already
outlined may be subject to some disparagement due to
their vagueness and inconsistency. It must, however,
he remembered that., with the exception of the nar-
rations recorded by Rasmussen, the translations were
not hteral and there are strong grounds for suspecting
the lingual proflicieney of most of the explorers who
made them, Rae possessed what we may call a work-
mg knowledge of the langusnge, but s Huencey was
limited. Anderson stated in his report that he felt the
necd of an Eskimo interpreter a= he had no knowledge
of the language himself. MeClintoek did not profess to
speak the Eskimo tongue; he relied entirely on his initer-
preter, a Dane who had hved in Greenland and there
acquired a knowledge of the loeal dialeet. According
to MeClintock, however, he experienced the greatest
difficulty i understanding the Netsilnguout ato all.
Ilad i1t been otherwise we would mast likely have
learnad considerably more of the details of the tragedy
from that early vovage. Hall possessed a smattering of
the Iludson Bay dhalect, and utilized the serviees of a
native named " Eskimo Joe,” who had worked on the
Ameriean whahng ships and there acquired a smatter-
g of lnghsh, It 15 not surprising that this strange
combination of “hngua franea’. coupled with IHall's
Inghly nnaginative temperament and lack of seientitic
attainments. led him ato many pitfalls which de-
preciated the value of his work. It 12 on record 1n the
oflicial publication coverimg Schwatka's voyage and
search that he and s compamons in setting out from
New York City had no previous experencee whatever
of the Arctie nor of the Fskimo race. Their command of
the language was lmited to what they acqguired during
a few months gojourn with the Hudson Bay natives;: in
addition they had the assistanee of that same * Eskimo
Joe” who had previously served Hall,

No harsh judgment can he unreservedly levelled at
the Eskimos for failing 1o give clear and aceurate
accounts within the extent of their knowledge, The
means was not on hand early enoungh to obtain such
from them. How different would have hieen the value
of their contribution if a tramed anthropologist had
come on the seene early enough. Sueh a spemahst
would not only have understood their language but
also their psvehological and atellectual peculiarities.
It is only in the light of the theme or purport of the
mterpretations accorded their combined statements
that we can evaluate their testimony on a whole,

In conclusion it 1s necessary to touch only on a few
leading 1ssues which even today are the eause ol mis-
understanding, and tend 1o perpetuate thuat atmos-
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phere of mysterv which i< alleged to surround the fate
ol the Franklin expedition.

OF the one hundred and five officers and men who
abandoned the ships only some sixty odd have been
detinitely accounted for by the graves and skeletons
discovered during successive vears. What happened to
the remamnder: are they really unaccounted for?

The sea 1wee was the broad highway on which the
retreat took place: 1t was on the sea and not on the
shore that the erews marched and hauled the sledeoes.
The rocky and uneven nature of the coast would effec-
fively obstruct sledge travel on the land and greatly
mmpede progress on foot, Surely it 1s inevitahle that
many succumbed on the sea ice az well as on the bea-
ches. When halts were made and camps erected the
lower heaches would naturally be chosen, if imdeed all
the camps were set up on the land. Almost all of the
skeletons discovered by Furopeans were on, or just
above, the high water level; undoubtedly abnormally
high tides in the course of time removed many olthers.
The FEskimos clearly indicated the action of the sea as
removing many skeletons which they had previously
discovered. At Starvation Cove so close were the re-
mains to the sea level that the skeletons were later
buried 1n the sand and seaweed on the foreshore. In
Terror Bay, where theyv had seen many skeletons on a
low islet. every trace had been removed by the sea by
the time Sehwatka enme on the scene. The activity of
predaciouns animals over such a long period of time
would alzo aecount for the removal of further traces.
And then we definttely know that a number returned
to the vessels, many of which may have perished out
on the sea we miles away from the land. As evidenced
by the Eskimos report that at least one dead hody
was found on board the discovered ship, 1t 13 a logieal
imference that others may have gone down with the
second vessel. MeClintoek., whose sound judgment
and reasoning were valuable quahties in all his ohser-
vattons wrote these few words seventy-five vears ngo:
1t 1s hardly needful to oliserve that the hodies of
those who were overtaken hy death upon the i1ce,
found their final rest at the bottom of the sea., upon
the summer thaw of 18487, 1t g an extravagant and
unintelligent conviction that any number of the
Frankhm expedition are stll mysteriously unaccount-
ed lor.

How can we account for the non-discovery of fur-
ther records along the ronte of the march, as well as
the official journals and private papers of the expe-
dition? ls there a likelihood that they are still mm ex-
istence and one day may be brought to Light?

The answer to the question i1s that the logs and
papers were discovered and have long since perished.
It 15 unreasonable to hope that any of them ever
escaped the Eskimos, They are irretrievably lost!
They were earried lar enough south to convey them to
a laeality well populated with natives. No effective
disposition was possible to ensure their preservation
from their hands. Any alien mark or unusual phenom-
enon o their native terramm ceould not escape thewr
keen powers of perception, or survive thewr curiosity.
The only hope lay i the FEskimos not frequenting the
locality of their whercabionts until they were respon-
=sibly recovered; this was the circumstance which pre-
served the Vietory Point Record. We can reasonably
accept the native account obtained by Lientenant
Sehwatka to the effect that at least a portion of them
were found by the Eskigios in a lifeboat at Starvation
Cove, which was the focal point of greatest mortality.
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Enclosed in an iron box which they forced open the
unfamilisr contents were thrown aside or distributed
to the children as plavthings. It should be remembered
that Kimg William [sland has been inhabited contin-
uously sinee the year 1923 by Europeans. With the co-
('Il[)"l'!l.(lllll of the Eskimos, every endeavour has been
made sinee that vear in the hope that ultimately a
discovery might result. The inference rom any in-
\'vsli;_':xli-un i= that no further written word from the
Franklin party survives today. The ouly means the
explorers had at their disposal to preserve themr pupers
was Lo utilize the loose rocks and eonceal them be-
neath a cairn. Sueh a landmark would only serve the
more readily to attract the attention of the Eskimos.

During the autumn of the year 1930, Vietory Pomt
was visited by an aertal expedition which had as 11s
ostensible object the verilication of a report which
disclosed that the remains of Sir John Frankhn were
mmterred there in a cemenied vault.'* The substance
of the report. which was of course groundless, is un in-
stance of that gross misunderstanding and imagina-
tive licenee which attributed 10 an unforfunate group
of skimos hundreds of miles distant from King
William Land. absurd and fantastie tales concermng
an event which they had no contact with whatever,
or even interconrse with those of their fellow couritry-
men who had. That such eredulity should exist i the
vear 1930 as the expectation of discovering Sir John
Frauklin's tomb 1s sulficient reason for making some
observations on the probable manner of his burial

From a study of the Vietory Point Record we learn
that all the members of the expedition were well, -
cluding Sir John Frankhn, a few days previous to ns
death. His death occurred suddenly, and we mag
judge that the erews were in a fairly sound state of
health at the time, as this was the first death to have
taken place sinee the besetment of the ships in the
licavy e off King Wilham lsland, The men being
then fit and well, 1t is reasonable to expect that had
burial ashore been planned and carried out. the grave
of the illustrious navigator woitld have heen saliently
marked by some fitting and permanent monument to
perpetuate the spot of his last resting place.

Subsequent 1o the discovery of the Vietory Point
Itecord both MeClintoek and Hobson had this n
mind, and closely investigated the land betwoen Vie-
tory Point and Cape Fehix, but fatled to tind any trace
of a grave., The Eskimos had not then visited the
vieriy to possibly lessen by demolition or interfer-
ence the conspieuousness of even a modest cairn or
head board. Schwatka came tweniy years later. ex-
amming the shore and neighhouring terrain during
the summer season when the snow had entirely melted
exposing the bare ground, yvet his efforts were unre-
warded by the discovery of the grave he sought.
More contemporary searchers have met with the same
negative result.

It is obvious then that the remains of Sir John
Frankhin, as well ag those of the twenty officers and
men who subsequently died on bonrd the ships before
their abandonment. were interred ot sea. Their tomb
was the seaman’s grave, heneath those vast undula-
tions nl'.l:lm.-h s 10e 1n which the remamder of their
companmons were fast approaching erisis and o swifs
deplorabtile end.

What space of time elapsed from the abuandonment
of the ships wntil the last survivors had died? Did any
of them succeed in prolongmng their oxistence upon the
resonrces of the country?



Chimatic and subsistence considerations. the tesii-
mony of the Fskimos, and all idieations a priord.
further the conclusion that the end was o swift reality.
[1 eame with certainty belore September had brought
the frost and first snow flurries of approaching winter.
Possibly before the sea 1wee had disrupted and the
waves of the open sea lapped the shores: before the sun
had long commenced to dip again below the northern
horizon: before the wild dacks had headed south that
autumn of 1845, the last survivors of the Frauklin
expedition had passed away. There s not a shred of
evidence to support the speculation that any may have
succeeded in prolonging their hives mto the following
winter. Their line of retreat was plainly., unerringly
marked with their bones; if any had deviated from 1t
they would have left the same sad but convincing
traces. MeClintock recognized the tutility of such a
speculation when he wrote: "The supposition that
some may have protracted ther esistence amongst
the Esquimaux, or upon the resonreces of the country, is
altogether untenable™. 1!

There is no plausible likelihood that any further dis-
closures will ever resuli to give us a elearer estimate of
the tragedy. Time and the tmmensity and isolation of
the North have cancelled all hope. But there 15 no
justification for assuming that the fate of the IFrankhn
expedition is a mystery just because every mournful
detail is not known to us. The mysiery was solved by
the gallant MeClintoek in 1859 Imprisoned 1n the
mexorable elutehes of that ghittering we, and with a
dreadiul end in sight, the dauntless sailors made a last
bold bid for Life by deserting their ships. and their
familiar element, the sea. Like a band of shadowy
wails they embarked upon an unknown journey in a
strange unreal land; they died summarily, pathetieally,
but nobly in the eause ol sctence and discovery. and
for the honour of their country’s name.

Their last great sacrifice is not effaced! Their spirit
Lives today! Wherever the eall goes out and men set
Forth to explore and conquer the last dden corners of
our globe, they follow in their footsieps. What more i
there 1o seek to iell?

To the memory of

FRANKILIN,
CROZIER, FITZJAMES,
and all their
eallant brother officers and faithful
companions who have suffered and perished
in the cause of science and
the serviee of their country,
THIS TABLET
15 erected near the spot where
they passed their first Arctic
winter. and whenee they issued
forth to econqguer difticulties or

TO DI
It commemorates the grief of their
admiring eountrymen and friends
and the anguish, subdued by faith,
of her who has lost, in the heroie
leader of the expedition. the most
devoted and affectionate of
husbands.

“AND SO HE BRINGETH THEM UNTO TI111E
HAVEN WHERE THEY WOULD BE”
185518

The bronze bust of Sir John Franklin in the National
Portrait Gallery in London. Lucchesi, 1898,
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The London Fur Trade Association dinner at the Dorchester Hotel in London, February 1937. The chairman, P. Ash.lgy Cooper, is
standing beside H R H. the Duke of Kent, who was the guest of honour, Also at the head table are Li.-Col. ]. B._'P. .i‘\cus]nke and
F. A Stacpele. At the Company table directly in {ront of the royal guest are Ralph Parsons, Elwyn Ingrams, R. C. Geddes, W. E.
Beynes, W. Gibson, F. L. Hoyes, H. Wonnall, R. F. Frayling, M. Gihbs Smith

Sydney Smith, of the Vancouver Wholesale, in the tough spot George W. Allan, Chairman of the Canadian Commiltee.
of having to break trail in the cross-country race at the Can- presenting a medal to A. E. Naswarthy, who retires after forty-
adian Ski Championships in Banff, Mareh 1937 five years of service in the Company.

This picture was received [rom George M. Douglas, of Leke(leld, Ontario, with this comment: “The enclosed picture was taken by
me at Fort Smith, NW.T,, on June 22nd 1911, the occasion being the coronation of George V. My journal for that date reads:
‘Thursday, June 22nd. Fine bright morning. Up ot & and we all assembled around the flagstali at 5.30. The bishop read eome
prayers, we hoisted the flag, gave three cheers for Gearge V, and sang God Save the King—.' The lady in the picture is Mrs.
Pearce with her litlle girl, [ think the man on her left is her husband. Bishop Breynat is in the centre. The men at right are Robert
W. Service (stooping), Gerald Card, Lionel Douglas, Capt. Mills, and Bell, then agent for the N'W.T "
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Twe Fur Traders-— W. O. Douglas, of the
Fur Trade Commissionet's office, and W. E.
Brown, manager of the Nelson River dis-
trict-—looking very satsfied with themselves.

The reason
ba over.

their bachelor days will soon

Mol Berry, a Canadian Airways pilol and
winner of the McKee trophy, checking freight
al one o| the Company's northern posts.

Above: The Geovernar, P, Ash
ley Cooper, and Daputy Gay-
ernor, Sir Alexander Murray,
dre met al the stalion by
George W. Allan, Chairman
of the Canadian Committen, on
their Tecent visit to Winnipeg

Right: Sergeant Covell of the
RC.M.P. shaking hands with
Falher Gatty at Fort Simpson
on the Mackenzie river.
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LONDON OFFICE NEWS

Sinee our last notes, the Governor and
Deputy Governor have visited Canada
together. Thay spent a few days in New
Yaork, Montreal and Winmpeg.

L. Ingrams, manager of the London Far
Depurtment, has left for his vizgit to New
York, Winnmpeg and vartons Fur Trade
posts. R, A, Delf has gone to Windhoek,
Southwest  Afriea, to superintend the
organization of the Company’s collecting
agency for Persian lambskims.,

Late in January we had the pleasure of
w visit from Mr, Ralph Parsons, the Fur
Trade Commissioner, who eame over to
attend the genersl fur sale. While 1n Lon-
don, Mr. Parsons was invited to go to the
British Broadeastimg Corporation  and
record a short talk, which was later
brogdeast in o news programme, together
with “shots'’ taken at the sale i Beaver
Hall amil among the foreign buyers in the
Stratheona room. The broadeast made a
brief, bmt hively, contribution to the
sound picture of the week's events in Lone-
o,

We have also received visits from E.
Fleteher, the Fur Trade controller in
Winnipeg, and W, Gibson, of the Wesiern
Arctie distriet.

s Exeelleney' Abdul Muajid Khan,
president of the Afghan National Banl,
while in London to discuss the Persian
Inmbskin business, visited Hudson's Bay
House on 2nd February, and was received
by the Governor and Deputy Governor;
spenking through an interpreter, he
showed great aterest i the Company's
records nnd history, Later in the dav he
was the Campany's guest at the London
Fur Trade Associmtion’'s annual dinner at
the Dorchester Hotel,

This dinner was presided over by the
Clovernor as pl‘--.-j(lwnr of the associntion,
and [or the first time o member of the
Hoyul Family was present, IT.R.IT. the
Duke of Kent being the prineipal guest.
The Duke spoke ta more than four hun-
dred memhbers of the trade gathered from
all parts of the world, proposing the toast
of the association and commending s
progress and sehievements; the Governor

responded, welvoming the Duke on behall
of the association. The Company was
well represented by both directors and
officinls, and Mr. Parsons and Mr. Gib-
son joined the party at our Fur Depart-
menti's table,

Sie Patriek Dunean, G C MG, the new
Governor-General of Sonth Africa, came
1o Hudson's Bay House to see the pretures
and archives, and in connection with his
vigit the Governor gave a luncheon which
was attended byv: The Re, Hon. Lord Ken-
net, G.B.E., D.SO., The Most Hon. the
Marquess of Lothisn, C.H., Lt.-Cal. J.
Beaumont Neilson, C.NLGo, 1D.5,0., Mr.
J. €. Denigson Pender, Mr. F. R. Phillips,
M.C., The Rt. Hon. Sir Malcolm Robert-
son, (.CALG., K.B.E., The Hon. Francis
J. B. Rodd, w addition to our own direc-
tors.

The Company had a splendid exhibit of
raw furs at the British Industries Fair at
the White City an the middle of February
Representatives of the Company were
present when various members of the
Roval Family puid vizits Their Muajestios
the King, the Queen and Queen Nary, anl
Their Raval Highnesses the Duke snd
Duchiess of Kent, the Prineess Roval and
the Duchess of Gloucester, all eame ut
different times, and there were many
comments on aour magnificent display of
white foxes.

And address of loyvalty and congratnin-
tion was presented by the Company to
Hiz Majesty the King on the oceasion of
his aceession to the throne

The annual General Court was held on
I4th April in Beaver Hall, and subse-
quently the Governor entertmined the
directors and heads of departments to
lnneheon at the Cannon Street Hatel . The
Hon. . B, Job, W, C, Job and Alfred
Lampsaon were alug present,

Ou 220d April the Governor and Cam-
mittee gave their annual luneheon to the
Rhodes seholars from Coananda and New-
foundland at the Savoy Iotel. After the
ruests had been welcomed by the Gover-
nor in a short specch, The Rt Hon, Mal-
colm MacDonald, M. P,, the Secretary of

State for Dominion Affairs, spuke propos-
ing the toast of “The Memory of Ceeil
Rhodes.”

In addition to Mr. NMacDonald, the
hneheon was nitended by The Hon. Vin-
cent Massev, High Commissioner for
Canada; The Hon. W. R. Howley, K.C.,
vice-chnirman of the Newloundland Com-
mission of Government; The Rt. Hon.
Lord Plender, G.B. k., senier partner 1in
Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Company;
The Rt. Hon. Lord ”_\':u”l-_\', director of
the Bank of Kaoglund; The Rt. Hon. L. S,
Amery, M.P., Rhodes trustee; Sir Robert
Willinms, Bt., managing director of Tan-
ganyika Concessions, Limited; Sir Ed-
ward Peacock, G.C.V.0.; Sir Alexander
Murray, K.C.LLE., C.B.E.; Mr. D. I
Davies, C.B.I., trade eommissioner for
Newfoundland; Baron Emile B, 'Er-
langer, chairman of Krlangers, Limited;
Dr. C. K. Allen, warden of Rhades 1ause,
Oxford: Mr. E. F. Millur, assistant secre-
tury of the Rhodes Trust; Lt.-Col. J. B. P.
Karsluke; Mr. H. A. Reincke; Captain
Vietor Cazalet, M.C.. M.P.; Mr, fan P,
2. Napter, M.C; N P. A, Clews, Euro-
pean monager, Canadian Nationa! Rail-
wavs; Mr. J. C. Patteson, Furopean gen-
eral munager, Canadian Pacific Railway;
Mr. F. A. Stacpole; Mr. J. Chadwick

i; and the following venteen
oholars: Messrs, ). Chapdelnine,
B, Fergussen, J. E. L.
Graham, J. T. Howley, (. lgnatieff, W.
R. Jackett, A. J, Johnsan, F. W, O, Jones,
T. MceKeawn, J. B. Reid, A. C. Smith,
J.oNL Teakles, O, H, Warwick,J. ID. Weir,
S, P Wheeloek, H, B, Mayo

Dr. Fleming, the Bizshop of the Aretie,
who has been in London for several
months, paid ue visits both at Hadson's
Bay House and Beaver House, where he
came to see the Governar.

In addition to the distinguished visitors
mentioned above, the archives have been
inspected by Mr. Vywvian Hiller, Southern
Rhodesian Government Archives Depart-
ment; Miss P. D. Linney, editor of the
Port of London Authority Magazine: and
D. G. G. Korr, M.A., MeGill University.

Rhodes

J. L. Delisle, C

THE FUR TRADE

(heing to the unuswal demand far space in
this tssue ihat resulted from the inclusion of
the Franklin story, we have been forced to
delete some ttems from the Fur Trade News.
We regret that tins sh rld be mee essary, anid
we hope that for vur next issue we will be
seamped with Fur Trade neses ilems, whick
we prromise {o publish.—Editors.)

Fur Trade Commissioner’'s
Office

The Governor, NMr. P. Ashlev Cooper,
and the Deputy Governor, Sir Alexander
Murray, spent some time at the Fur Trade
offices during their brief stay in Winmpeg
in the latter part of Mareh.

The Fur Trade Commissioner returned
from London, England, February 28, hav-
ingz crossed to New York on the Uaicen
Marv,and speni g few days in Montreal and
Ottawa before coming on to Winnipeg. At
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the beginning of April, he spent some time
m DEdmonton and during Mav again
vizited Edmonton, Vancouver and ather
WESsterIL ponts,

M. R. Lubbocek, of the London office,
who has been attached to the Fur Trade
daring the past vear, was transferred
recently to  the Cunadian Committee
l‘r‘ifhl‘.

J. C, Donald attended Fromm's silver
fox sule in Februnry, and in the lotter
part of April went to Esquimalt for nnval
training

Alizs M. Lumbers resigned {rom the
I.'T.C.0. staff April 15 to be married to
W. O. Douglas. The wedding will take
place in Winnipeg Mav 15, Before leaving,
AMiss Lumbeors was presented with a case
of flatware by the staff. W, . Brown,
distriet manager of Nelson River, is also
jomning the ranks of the benediets. IHis
marringe to M= Marion Williams of
Winnipeg is, we inderstand, to take place

June 2. We wish both these couples the

best, of luck.

Elwyn Ingraoms, manager of the Com-
pany's fur sales in London, arrived in New
York at the beginning of May and 15 to
make an extended visit in Canada, He
was met at New York by H. P. Warne.
wha seeompanied hitn to Winnipeg, eall-
g at Montreal en route.

S, H. Parsons, Labrador distriet man-
ager, was in Winnipeg during the latter
purt of March, after caompleting a winter
mepeetion of the Labrador posts and fly-
nllg out from Narth West River ta Rimau-
ski.
~ Miss I. Burker has been transferrad
from Saskatchewan district to the F.T.
C.0.

W. Gibson returned to Winnipeg at the
Leginning of Mav after a holidav in Lon-
don and Ireland. ;

Among out-of-town visitors at the office
recently, we have noticed Bishop Breynat,




of Mackenzie River; Hl\hnp Geddes, of
the \llkﬂn, Cal. J. k. Cornwall; ”.1[\1‘_\
Weber, of The Pas; .\lu)(rlnt(n(h_nt San-
d_w.--\\'un.‘wll. of the R.C.N. Police; Dr.
R. GG. Law, of the Canadian National
Railwavs; and Alex. Flett, of Pine Falls.
A. H. Clyne, manager of the Mingan
Fur Furm, which i now elased, has been
transferred to the Bird's Hill Fur Farm.
Robert Wright, manager of the Rird's
Hill Fur Fuarm, reports a litter of four
fisher, all of which are doing well. The
production of foxes and mink 1< also re-
ported to be ahove average
Considerable damage was sustained at
the dmonton Jdepot at the end of March
as o result of o fice in the premises above.
G. Harris has been transferred [rom
Taoronte Fur Purchasing Ageney to Win-
mpeg cllput
Captain Thos. Smelhe left for ][*1]1{'1\
atl the end of April to get the Nascop:
ready for her northern vovage. l]u- Nas-
copie will be sailing fram Montreal st 10
a.m. D.ST. Juls 10, and will eall at the
northern postain the fellowing order: Heb-

ron, Port Burwell, Luke Harbour, Stu-
}mrl s Bay, Sugluk, Dorser, Waolsten-
wolme, South: ampton [sland, Cape Smith,

Port Harricon, Churehill, Chesierfield
lll[I‘l.\\‘ll!'vll‘rlhl!]llll', |A|Ll ”Ell‘hnlll'.('?':lig
Harbour, Fort Hearne, Aretie Bav, Pond'=
Tulet, Clyvde, Pangnirtung and Port Bur-
well. 1t is expected she will arrive buck
at Habinx about September 27

Captain lzase Barbour and Steve Brad-
bury passed through Winmipeg on their
way to Chuarehiall, where they will join the
Fort Severn, the former as master and
the lutter ny engineer

Dr. MacKinnon, lite of Pangnirtung,
wis n visitor at the offiee recently.

E. W, l"l"h'ln-l, whir, with Airs, Flet-
l'h"l J\‘“l ‘1?"il’ rllrllil\'. !h'"- lll"!'ll }l()ll‘i!:l\"
g m England, 15 expectad back i Win-
nipeg abour the latter part of May

Ralph IT. Wilson, of the Edmonton Fur
Purchasing Agency, passed through Win-
nipog at the beginning of May on his wav
to London, England, where he will take a
vourse in fur grading at the warchouse
llllrin’: the summer months,

British Columbia District

Jo Miloe returned to districi office on
Murch 12 from o two-months inspection

trip.  Poimts  wvisited ncluded  Prince
George, Fort St. James, Manson Creck,
Tacla, Babine, Old Fart, Topley, Huzel-

ton, Kitwanga, Prinee Rupert, Port Simp-
son, Stewart and Vancouver. Early an
May he will leave by mir on 2 visit to
Athabascan distriet posts. On 21st May
he will leave on the regular summer
inspection of British Columbia posts.

On Ist June Manson Creek outpost will
be given the status of & main post.

The Fur Trade Commissioner was in
Edmonton on Company business f{rom
Ath to 10th April, and paid us another
visit on drd Mav, Messrs, Chesshire and
Warne, of F.'T.C.O., also visited the office
in April.

A tri-weekly nqu SErvice I¥ nOowW oper-
ated between Vanderhoof and Fart St
James, instead of former weekly service,

A regular weekly nir mail \rl\iu frarm
Prinice Gearge to Manson Croek, Taela
and Fort St. James will ecammence at first
apen water. Post offices are ta be openerd
ut Manson and Tacla.

Commencing on 22nd Ay, the Findloy
River air mail will go north {rom Prince
George mstead of from Hudson's Haope
The new route will take in MeLeod's Luke
post, where o post office is being estah-

lished. United A Transport, of Edmon-
Lan, is operating theése seryices

Apprentice . I, Srevens, of Babine
post, has been promoted to tlye o hurge of
Old Fort. Apprentice R. S, Cunningham
hus been promoted to the lh*lrr'u of Marn-
=on Creek. Apprentice J. Copeland has
been transferred to Meleod's Lake,
where he will be in charge during the sum-
mer months

\\ - < Tiptull returned from l.lll'lllllif'_il
in England and i on his way to Telegraph
Creek, where he will resume his duties as
u=sistant. Mrs, Tipton and children wre
gtill in England, but will return soon.

We welecome ta the district Apprentice
Desmond Pitts, of Wirmipeg, who is now
stutioned ar Fort St James post. Approen-
tice Pitts recorved his traimng in the new
Winnipeg school.

L. S AMeDBride, elerk at Telegruph
Creek, 13 relieving William Glennie at
MeDames Creek for o few weeks during

the sammer. Mr. Glennde is coming “out-
side’” an w short furlough, and we hmve o
“hunch' he will go back in double har-

INeEs,

he follow g post mansgers will go ta
Vanceouver this summer [or o conrse in
Dar grading at our Fur Purchasing Ageney.,
. B Butterill, of Hazelion; W, G Crigp,
of Mel.eod's Lake; W, 11 Houston, of

Port Simpsan; and J. S0 Nelson, of IKit-
W
Preparations are now under wav for

the bullding of a new dwelling house and
warehouse at MeDames Creeck, and a
new warchouse at Liard, Poarther -
provements in regard o buildings are
contemplated for Manson Creck  and
Taola

AMrs, L. B Wrinel, wife of Dr. Wrineh,
Taselton, passed awany on 20th Feliraary

As from et June Athabasea distnet
pasts will be weorporated i the British
Caolumbin distriet,

Western Arctic District

The distriet mannger returned to Win-
nipeg o March 4, having travelled by air
from Reid Island, VYietoria Island, by
Canadian Mrways plane, after earrying
auit the inspection of the fallowing posts:
Coppermine, Kugarvusk, Bathurst Inlet,
Cambridge Bav and Reid Island., A. Gav-
in necompanicd the district manager on
mspection. A visit was paud to our trans-
port vessels, the NLLS. Forg James and the
M. =, Ablevid, whieh were frozen in with
their erews at Retd Island and Bathurst
Inlet respectively. The anspection  of
enstern posts necessitated approxumately
one thousand miles of sled travel, and
two thousand two hundred and ninety
miles by mir. All members of the stafl
were well and in exeellent spirits

F. R. Ross flew to Edmonton from Reid
Island at the beginning of NMarch, and
plans to return by air 1o August. Mres,
Ross has taken very well to the Apretice
and is looking forward to joining her hus-
band again

Mr. and Mrs, E.J. Gall spent the winter
on the M.S. Aklavtk, and are looking for-
ward to summer and a holiday i the Old
Country this fall

Mr. and Nrs. J. W. Nichols at Bath-
urst Inlet are delighted with their sur-
roundings, declaring Burnside 1o he the
finest place in the North., They report
Iimily Elizabeth, born Febrnary 3rd, ns
daing very well

Mr. and Mrs. F. B, Milne, Cumbiridge
Bay, were in excellent spivits and very fit,
Cumnbridge Bay hoas guite o whate populo-
tion. For the second winter the R.C NP,

St Rech s wintering there with fnll crew
of members of the farce,

. Reiach and Apprentice 1. Wilson
have spent the winter nt ('[I[l WErmine.
Apprenties Wilson has taken charge of
Kugarvuak post this spring. Mr. Reiach
1= due for furlowgh this fall, and plans a
holiday in Sx--»ll:lllli

A. Gavinand J. J. Wood are at present
en route by sled to establish Perry River
post. The buildings are to be taken dowtt
and resereeted on Flagstaff Island some
seven miles from the present location
Apprentice J. J. Wond sprent some time ut

Ruathurst Tolet post before leaving lor
Perry Raver, Apprentice l'L Danovan
spent the winter st Cambridge Bay and
will be transferred to Fort Collinson this
summier, Mre. and Mes, W P Johinston st
Aklavik Teport all well. Mr, Johnston

insprected Tuktuk post during the winter
Apprentice A. Figgures has beenstationed
at Aklavik and hkes the country well

NMail was reecived from B H. Kilgour,
Baillie Island, who reports that none of
the boats reached Baokslamd last fall
The cntire const s experiencing the worst
fur yve )r for a lone tone

9 Learmonth and Apprentice D G
\!urnuk arve carrving on at King William
Land, although noe outfit wae delivered
last vear, They moved into a snow house
in March, but have maintained wvery
regular cormmunicationwith distriet office
through short wave station CZ21. oper-
ated by NMr, Sturrock.

J. B Sidgwiek arvived at

IFort Collin-

son after a long hacd trp from Reid
Island, arciving January 30 He spent
Christmas at o native camp in Primee

Albhwert Sound

Apprentiee BT Riddell has retoemed
to Aklovik from his post at Herschel
Telnnd, where he spent 1lln- winter months.
Giearge Melpeod bs o charge of Tukiuk
post this winter. €V, Rowan is enjoyving
his furlough in Yancouver and will return
to Fort Collinson this summer. R, Jar-
dine spent the winter o Bermuda, and
recently returned to his home i Corner-
brook, Newfoundland., He i= expectod at
district office about the rmiddle of May,

A, G Eeeles, of Wilmot [sland, tlew
out 1o Edmonton this winter and spent a
lv\\ duvs in Winnipeg eo route Lo his home
in England, where he will spend a few
months before returmng norvth by plane
i GJuly.

We heard recently from Patsy Klengen-
berg of Wilmot Island, nnd were sarry ta
learn that his wife bad died of heart
fnilure

There has been quite
within the district during the winter bs
members of the ROCNP. and the
sionnries. Bishop Brevnat moade s vers
suceessful thght in lus “Waeo™ plane
:.ln](',_'_ the Arctic const, .!Inl Illi.‘ new cle-
parture gives us a dillerent coneeption of
Arctic winter travel and what ecan be
aceomplished i g comparatively short
time. Pilot Ruedy Ieuss (lew to Bath-
urst Inlet and brought out A, MelLellan,
who 15 trapping i that loeality. with a
badly frozen toe,

The new Apeglican residential school at
Aklavik has been filled to eapacity this
winter, and i 2 very fine bhailding, T'he
stafl, under Principal A. K. Sheppuard,
have neeomplished o lot during the first
winter. The new Anglican |n--|' Ll alsg
was opencd this winter, and 12 4 very
fine building, fully u‘mp]n-nl and up to
date

An interesting experiment will e ear-
ried out this summer when the M.S
A kfavde will attempt to connest with the

a bit of travelling
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RALS, Nascopar st Brentford Bay on
BHoothin Isthunus. The Ablaeid will pro-
cecd from Cumbreidge Bav with King
Willinmn  Land  supplies  and «nminni
through Bellat Strait ta meet the Nos-
copic wronnd September 25, W, l||h S0,
who recently returned fram a holidav in
the Ol Country, will return to King
Willinm Land via the Nas e il the
Ablasik, Mr.and Mres. BT Gall will alsa
Ls nkn e on the Nescopre if this

allemyst is suecessful. We will he <haprpng
supplies from Monlreal this smmer can-
stgned ta ponts wiineh have been suppliod
trom Vancoover and Edmocton in previ-
NS VEeNTrs.

Congratuintions ta Meo and Mrs, W, P
Joahnston, of Aklavik, on the birth of a
<o, Lo 5, on Mav 8 Mrs. Johnston
unel the baby are both doing well.

Mackenzie-Athabasca
District

The distriet munager spent the winter
monthes visiting the Athabasea section of
the district asx well as the Liard River
post=, A departure m the route of travel
was mindde by erossing with aeroplune [rom
Fort Nelson to Hay Lakes and Upper Hay
River post< mstond of travelling to these
posts via Fort Vermilion a= in the pasi,
and Fort Liard post was aleo visited,
using aeroplane from Fort st John and
Fort Nelson instead of vie Fore Simpson
as in the past,

P Forman, of Sturgeon Lake post, ae-
compunied by his wile and two children
left i Fobrnary for furloneh in Seotlard

CoHL T Winter inspected Wabasen post
andd Outposts in Mereh,

Ieofe wiath o regret that we have to record
the death i Edmonton of Stanlield Lord
Rvan, sonof N, and Mrs, G, P, Ryvan, of
| , Part Stnth Partage. T'he

un Hrathers
decensed was twentv-four vears of age

and was well known at Fort MeMurreay
Panl Fontae, an old Company em-
plovee and pensioner, died ot Fort Moe

Murrny o February., He was well over
ninety vears of age and his recollection of
evetits goes back for many vears. Paul
was well known arcund Fort MeMurras
and will be sadly mizsed

In April Lonis Ray, late of Snewidrift
post, reported baek in Fdmeanton after
it ruImL furlougho in the east and is now
at Fort Nelson post relieving tempor: arily.

Rehert Middleton, of Fort Chipeswyvan
post, arrived in Edmanton early in April
1 order ta make |m-lmnn:n". BNrrange-
mwents for the spring buviong trip down the
Athahasen river

'he Right Rey

erend Bishop Breynat,

of the Roman Catholie Diocese of the
Muckenzie, pard as a visit this month
At the tme of writing danger con-

ditions, so far as Hooding is concerned,
appent to have passed, ps the Peace river,
Clear Water and Athabases nivers have
now gone out withont mueh trouble, al-
though iee jame were feared.

The first bank serving the Lake Atha-
basea mining feld was established in
April ar Goldfields by the Bank ol
Montreal

[t is with the deepest regret that we
have to record the desth at Fort Ver-
milion on 25th April of NMrs, A WP
Clarke, who s siwevived by her husband
and large family of grown-up sons anc
danghters, to whom we extend the deep-
est sympathy, knowing as we do that the
late Mrs. Clarke will be sadly missed,
a= =she was highly respected in the Fort
\ermilion communit v
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Mackenzie River Transport

His Exeelleney the Governor-General,
:il't'-vl[l]l:lllil".l ]l_\ \l! ula-i Nrs l{é"'lf\'-l'n-
and ALD.CLowill be the guests of the Thad-
son’s Bay Company on board the Com-
pany's vessels during the eoming sumoer.
His Excelleney will leave Waterways
during the latter part of Julv on the 5.5,
Athabasea Reer, transforring at Smiath
Portage to the S Dysiributor, Company
posls will be visited en route to Aklavik.
It 1= tnederstood thot His Exeellency aml
his party witend to return by Royal Can-
adian Air Force planes from Akiayik,

There 15 every andreation that the
coming season down north will be the
busiest o the history of the Company.
The shipmenta for the Western Aretico
distriet will be heavier than last yvear,
whilst the mming development on Great
Slave Lake and Loke Athabasca should
mean o much greater volume of freight
far hoth these districts

JoAL Davis and an erew of shipwrights
have been at work al the shipyvards sinee
the first of April carrving ont the usual
= !lllll;__ repatrs, mador copaars to the Loll of
the S8 Disteibutor und the construction
of Lwo new one hundred and fifty ton
barges for dauty on Lake Athabuasca,

The transport athee elosod at Winnipeg
on 30th April and apened an the same date
ar Waterwnva.

Postings: Wiaterwavs,
. N, Petiy; :u'vuunl:ml,

gonoeral
| S i

agent
Hughies

Fort Smith, agent, J. G, Waoolison; man-
ager Hotel Mackenzie, Paul Raeser, Fart
Fitzgerald, agent, P. Porter; Peace
River, agent, P.J. Carev. 8.5, dthabasca
River, muster, Havvey Alexander; pilot,
Wi, Loutit; mates, A T Janes aned J.
MeIennn; engmeers, Geo. King and AL T,
Seatt; Purser, J, Willinmson; MT. Pelly
Lakbe, master, O, Browne: mate, I, Hans-
lev: engineers, G. Joahnson and F. W,
Skimner, N8, [Destvebeator, ma=ter, Don

RBerens; mntes. AL
Smith: enginoers,

Naviar; pilot, Johnny
MacDonabd and 7. ML
Chris Ozol and W. J, Maleolm: purser.
Hurold Gaskell., M.S. Dease Lake, mas-s
ter, Dow Elyvew; mate, B, Goodman; en-
wineers, T, L. Meletlun sl L. G, Mude,
MBS, Hearne Lake, master, D, Paterson:
mute, Go L. Anderson; engineer, G, Wat-
son; M B Camadisa, muster, I NMahood :
engineer, J. A NMills. ML B Weennsk, mas-
ter, W, Cowley; enginecr, AL Girant

Saskatchewan District

The winter frevghting season recently
campleted has been one of the most sue-
cessiul Saskatehewnn distriet has known
for many vears. Practically every pound
of freight was landed m perfect condition
by the various contractors, and ans
shortage or damage reported was negli-
ibile, Freighting by tractor ta lsland
Lake post was accomplished with some
difhiculty bt hlnuuhl ta a successful
completion eurly in April

The distriet manager made o
trip to Deer Lake post on April 12,
g God's Lake
on tenide,

R. B. Urquhart 1eft Winnipez on Mareh
15 on a post anspection tap embiracine
Curnherland  Haogse, Pelican Narrows,
Stanley, Lae la Ronge, Souris Ri\'ur',
Montreal Lake and Green Lake posts.
The statfs and residents at most of the
ll\l!-':‘ WeEre recoverine rl-lll“ more or ll'?“-:‘
serious bouts of the "thu, which fortunate-
Iv did not have the serous results which
were experienced on the western section
of the district. A severe epidemie of

(llllri.
visit-
Alines and Derens River

moasles struck Lac la Ronge, and st one
time aver twa !mnull( ql cases were receiv-
ing modical attention. Resulung from the
k of inftuenza and measles,
¢ and Beanval suffe red
deaths mmongst the resi-
dents nt these closely connected sertle-
ments, whilst Buffaloe River, Clear Luke
and Pine River posts also reported many
cases having fatal results, In this connee-
tion we extond our deopest sympathy to
Ve and Mrs. AL Ahenakew, of Pine River

corions outbre
Isle o la Cros
seventy

aver

]m:-\l. {141 the low --f 0N sSomn, rnul 1O Ny, and
Mrs, C. B, Belanger, who mourn the pass-
ing of a daughter,

[ the lll'put stafl, whao
has heen assisting at Berens River post
cinee enrly i January, retarnesd to Wine-
nipeg on Mareh 16 anil was replaced by
1. Duvidaon, late of Ungava, whom we
now weleome to Saskatehewan distriet.

From reports preceived recently, Wil-
linme Mitelell, formerly of Mantreal Lake
wst, hins recovered very nicely from his
ang illness and will soon return to duty.

G. C A Colling, who was in Winnipeg
for about two months recerving medieal
attention, returned to Norwny House
po=t on NMarch 31

We weleome to Suskatehewan district

{reorge Cotter, ol

Miss B, MeMeans, replaemmg Miss 1
Barker, who was transferred to F.'T.C.0O,
on April 5 Vhss Barker has heen on the
ctafl of Saskatehewan district office far

the past five vears, and we wish her ean-
tinnied suceess i her new position.

Nelson River District

eourtesy of My T 11
Aanning, of the British Canadian Arctic
Expedition now based at Repulse Bay,
Northwest Territories, we reecived mauil
this spring froon Repulse Bay post, owr
most nort herly moal AMeo Manning mude
the trip from Repulse Bav o Choster-
field Inlet nlone and onee again proved his
worth as a seasoned and capable traveller
in Lhe Arclie

We believe that the expedition is pre-
paring to leave Repulse Bav thas spring
annd to separate nto two l\plnl':l 1an
parties. Two members, Messrs, Rowles
and Brayv, have alreads for Ieloalik
and will probably make vontact with the
S8 Nascopie at Ponds Inlet this summer

The meterial and equipment for our
new store has now reached Nelson Honse,
hut favaurable weather conditions have
to be awaited hefore a start ean be moade
to the Hhinlding operation=. [t 1 our ine
tention ta establisii at & new site on
Poplar Pornt

he present timerary of the ANLS, Fore
SNevern calls [or vovages to the following

Through the

point=: York I‘:U‘(ux_\. Eskimo Point,
Severn, Chesteorfield Inlet and Baker
Lake, Repulse Bay, Chesterficld Inlet,

calling at all intermediate points.

The fivst voyvage is scheduled for July 1,
hut adverse 1ee, tidal and weather eon-
ditions mayv cause some shight ehanges to
be made 1 the present arrangements,

Genrge Anderson reported to Winnipeg
on April 5 after sponding a short furlough
in the Old Country

Superior-Huron District

M. Cowan, distriet manager,
Hudson, Sioux Lookout, Long Lake,
GCieraldron, Beardmore, Nipigon, Dinor-
wie and Pagwa River recentty. He was
accompianied part of the time by H. E
C DoOpetr, of I¥ Ty - aricl lllm.) ll\ J-
Gilass, of Stoux 1 Kot ’

visited




Work = well under way on the new store
at Timagami, H. L. Gomoll, of Narth
B huving been miven the contract.
Constraetion will be completed in good
time for the stmmer tourist season

G. Shave is at Pagwn River in charge of
seow  construction to take care of the
English River freight this summer, al-
though it = expected that mest of the
fretehting will be done by exnoes manned
by English River Indians

We are glad to report that A Baulne, of
Gognrma, who had the oosfortune ta
geverely eul his (inger, has now returned
to dury. €. B. NMeLeod is alse well on the
wuv to recovery, having had to be rushed
i by plene from Red Lake for an emer-
geney uppendieitis operation

W. = Franklin and famuly of Pererbell
po=t have proccoded on a holiday 1o 1he
Old Land wnd no doubt will be witnessing
the Cavonntion NMre Franklin will be re-
fievedl by H O AL Park transferred from
Ciogama

M. Cowan, distriet
joved o well earned
Pretlic Coast

The past seuson has witnessed one of
the heaviest falls of snow in the history of
Northern Ontario. In spite of this, how-
cver, we hind that break-np was experi-
vniced sumewhat earlier than a vear ngo

Mra A K. Black has returned from
nhrond and will he going inte Ogoki by
first open witer

Visitars to dhstrier offiee have beensJ
G, Bovid, Mi=s Prior, M. S, Caook, who i
pesisting at Tinsgami, and A K. Black,
wha has Left Tor Ogokt post, to tuke over
from J NMathleson, wha is to eame out on
furlough M=, A TTuphes, of Osnaburgh,
Mr Briges, of Beardmore, Ontario, and
B.J. Wilson, of Putricia Transportation
Company, have also visited distriet office
revent |

We welcome to the distriet J. G, S
Brawett, who has joined the stafl at
Sions aokont

manager, has en
vacition on the

James Bay District

Fhe weather during the past winter has
been exeeptional enough to dessrve some
retnarks. On the whole it was a compara-

trvelv mild winter, but with numerous
storms whieh did not tacihtate winter
travel. There were exeeptionally heavy

snow-fnll=, and at the begining of Feb-
ruary there was more snow on the ground
at Moose Factory than had been seen for

the last thirty yvears. Before Februnry
wus out we experienced a omost exeep-
tional thoaw, which carried away the

greator purt of the heavy snow-fall and in
many instanees collected water on top of
the tee on numerons ereeks and rivers, In
spite of all these adverse [actors, the
Jamies Bav maal team was able to accom-
phsh the annual wimnter trip from Maoaose
Factory 1o Wernusk and return, and
Moose Factory to Great Whale River and
return. At Albany connections were made
with F. K. Griftin, who came down fram
Ghost River far the purpese, and at Fort
George withJ. H. Brown, who came down
from Kanaaupscaw, and at Great Whale
River with R. Cruickshank from Belehie
Islands. Naturally the heavy snow-fall
did not make for ensy travelling for the
traders from mland points, and as a direct
result of this F. K. Griffin had quite a
severe nttack of “'mal de racquet.”™ J. [1.
Brown escaped this malady, and while
at Fort Gearge he made hnmsell a pair of
seven-foot snowshoes, mtending to take
no chances with deep =now on the return
journey to Kannaupseow . During his stay

ut Fort George, however, the exceptional
February thaw took place and his plans
were therelore unavailing. L. C. Bolstead,
in charge of the R.CN P detachment at
Harpistm, made connections with the
James Bay team, and took the mail north.
Bryvee Merrill aecompunied the tesm from
Atawapiskat to Kapisko, where he en-
joyed a short vigit, which was later re-
turned by J. A. Railgers,

At Weenusk Mr, ardd AMrs, BD B, Car-
san were fodand in the best of health and
apirits, while Misz Qardaon, who 1s enjov-
g her winter stav at Weenusk, plans o
return south to Toronto on the NLS, Ke-
pulse next summer. Apprentice Royv Heoss
1= now a hardy man of the North, having
made a winter Irip erossing Cape Henri-
etta Marvin ta Lake Riverand returning Lo
Weenusk.

AMrs C. Watt, with Jacqueling
and [Mugo, retarned to Rupert's House 1
Mareh after spending the winter in Naorth
Bay, While the miail tesm was at Rupert's
Houose a winter packet was received from
Nemaska, and we learn that Mre, und Mrs
Thompson are in the hest of spirits at
Nemas=ka. Mrs. Thormpson vells e Chot if
we wish to find the Speacae thint ;n:\-vrlh
all understanding'” we should spend the
winter months at Nemaska, There was no
winter packet from  Neoskweskaa  to
Rupert's House this winter as, on account
of peraplane froighting, mail wae recoivod
vin Oskelaneo. George Dunn reports a
viery diffienlt winter with country food
extremely searee. At Fort Gearge the
Reverend T. E. Jones, assisted by hi
aiadl, 13 busily engaged 1n extensive re-
pair and replacement wark at the Angli-
van mi==1on. A= ha= been previonsly pe-
ported, the church was moved to o new
site last summoer and repamred. In the
coming aummer farther rebuilding will be
utdertaken,

During the winter Norman Ross, man-
ager of Great Whale River post, has made
several trips 1o Richmond Gulf, where
Apprentice Roy JefTrey is in charge of the
ot post

At the time of writing Engineer . G
Caddney s mstalling o Bohinder Daesel
engine in the MOS0 Repulse, and this ves-
sel will be used Far the Weensk aad athe
freiehtme 1 place of the SBchooner Fore
George, which was lost in season
Bath the NMOIX Fave Charchil and
Repulve will b operuting in Lthe coming
seazon, with Captain J. O, Nielsen and
SkipperJ. W, Faries in charge. Chiel Kn-
gineer Cadney will operate on the MUK
Fort Churchall, while Erland Vineent will
be engineer on the NS, Repulse

We S

St. Lawrence District

Mrs. AL B Swafheld made an exeellent
recovery fram her recent serious illness
aned was able 1o retarn home to Manowan
post with the new haby before atr serviee
ended for the winter,

George =, Fowlhie, manager of Pointe
Blene post, visited distriet office in Aprnil
on post business and to purelinse supplies
[or spring trade.

Apprentice 1. A, Graham recentls
walked in from Casey to Manowan post,
He 14 now assisting at Oskelaneo post,

J. Thevenet is at present at Grand Lace
relieving 11, R, Conn, wha 1= visiting
Ottawa

Apprentice J. N. Stevensan, of Pointe
Blitie post, underwent & minor eperation
at the Roval Victoria Hospital, Montreal,
and has since returned to duty.

As we write, navigation on the North
Shore 1= epening up. The upper galf posts

ugaim have a regular service, while thi
N8, Sable 1 left at the end of April, heap-
ing to reach as far as Mutton Bay if ioe
conrlitions prove Tavourable

Communication with mterior poinls o
the Si. Maurice section ended abyout the
middle of April, when air serviee stapped
for the wintes

A 1. Clype, of Mingan Fur Farms,

exlled on ug on his way o the Fur Trade
Coanmis=ioner's office ot Winnipeg.

Our svmpathy 1= extended to Drooand
and Mrs. E. Binet, of Havre 5t Pierre, in

the loss of their little daughter Retee,
and te W, J. and Nrs, Iserhofl, of Mis
inny pdost, i the denth of their daughuer
Joma

Ahss C. David, of La Sarre post, spent
# few davs 1o NMontreal duprr March
selecting goods for the women's woear de-
prartmert

Ares. J L. P, Plamondon, of Wevimon-
tachingue, is making slow but stewdy pro-
gress towards recovery at Gogama, and
wi hope she will soon he restored
Bealth, Mr, Plamomndon was granted o
short leave of nhsenee ta he with his wile,
but hus now returned to his post

W. C. Newbury relieved at Oskelaneo
while post manuger . J. Haight and fam-
iy were sick with infivenza, and ar Wey-

Lo '_Lulu[

montachingue during J. L. P. Plamon-
don's absence. Mr. Newbury is now en-
joving o short holiday nt Perce, Gaspe.
P.Q.

Mrs. H. B, Frankland came out from

Obijuan post for o brief vacstion at Man-
iwiki, which was unfortunately spoiled
by an attack of influenza, NMrs, Prank-
land was ahle, however, to return home
before ar serviee coded

I'he winter road from St Feltewen, Lake
StoJohn, to Chibongsmaug, was completed
in time to permit of a considerable tan-
mige bemg tregghted (or nunme interests
before “break-up.’

H. Lariviore and stalfl at Mattice Jrost
Tnwve hod n bosy wainter in filling o pulp-
wood contraet with the Spruce Falls
Power and Paper Company, Kapuskas-
ing. Unusially henvy anow-fulls through-
ait the winter nndered operations, but
hauling was suceessfully eamploted with
the aid of the caterpatlar tractor, sleighs
and snow plough.

AL Briaed, former manager of Senrne-
terre post, has vetived rom the serviee
and sailed for Ei wh biv the 8.2, Lan-
castreg on April 300 . leM. Jandron 1s at
present relieving at Sennclerre,

W, Stranee and I N Retallnek, new
ciplovees, left recently for Wimapeg o
receive d course of ipstruction at the
apprentiee sehool,

The Governor ated Deputy Governo:
were met on their arcival at Montreal by
the Chatrman of the Canndian Comumit-

tee, the General Manager and souior
members of the Montreal staffs

[ochuded o our long st of eallers
sinee the last issue of Fhe Beaver were:

Major €. Gl Dunn, of Queher, recently
returned from a halulay i the West In-
dies: W, Chester S, MelLare, of Char-
fottetown, Prince Fdward Islond; W T
Iutehinson, of Jub Brothers & Company,
Limited, St John's, Newfoundlund; Har-
vev Bassetr, of Associated Sereen News,
Montreal; A, Pelletier, Maniwaki; Doug-
Tas Maelay and J. C. AtKins, of the Can-
adian Committee office; B W, Fletcher,
Fur ‘I'rade contraller, on his wav to Eng-
land, and Miss Clarke, of the Mackenzie
River Transport Department

Congratulations ta Mr, and M=, 1. L
P. Plamondon, of Wevmontachingue post,
on the arrival of a baby boy
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Labrador District

The district manager arrived here on
April 6, having spent the winter in Libra-
dor inspecting all posts as far North o=
Davis Inlet. He returned by plune via
Rimouski with a shipment of flnrﬂ from
North West River

Weare now having the M S Faet Garry
put o readiness for the coming seasan's
work . It is expected she will Teave on the
hrst vovage to the Southern Dabrador
posts  about NMav 27, ice canditions
permitting

Wi have

experienced very backwarid

wenther and unusual 1ee conditions this
spring. St John's Harbour has been
blocked with Arcetie 1ce on severul oe-

cusions preventing shipping from entering
or leaving the port,

Chesley Russell left by the Fort dm
Terst on April 10 for Nalifax, eu route to
Boxton, where he i= visiting relatives

Cuptain Barbour amnd Engineer Brad-

bury called wt the office on therr way
thirough to Churelall to join the Fort
Severn

Visttors to distrier office recently in-
clude Rev, Father O Brien, missionary to
the Labrador Indians, and NMajor ee,
who i representing certain timber inter-
eals loented at Narth West River

Aviktor Sinms, of Newfoundland Sky-
wave, s now he ;\‘m' his plane overhaaled
it Quudt Vidi Lake and expects o [eave
ahont June 'tor North West River, whieh
place will be used ae w base this coming
sununer for [lights to the interior of
Labrador in connection with the [Labra-
dor Mining & FExploration Compuany s
wetivilies

= EL Dawe, late of Nutak post, who 1s
om furlough, pad o visit to distriet office
recently . He will return to duty as ma
ger of Hebron post upon the opening
navigation there

Fleven members of the
crew left hiere on NMa

S8, Nascapre's
v 1 to join their ship
at Halifay, They include Second Engineer
Dismond, Thivd Bungineer Eales, Third
Alate Adey and erelt deck hands

Ungava District

The winter mal (rom Northern Quebec
pusts arrived at distriet othee early in
April, All members of the =tall in this
=eetion were well and enjoying n sueeess-
ful winter.

William Gibsgon returned from vacation
- Irelund during April and  resumed
duties at district office.

Apprentice L, F Ilmlyzu-n of Sontl-
armpton lsland post, visited Chesterfield
Inlet by dog-team during the latter pari
of April. He was 1 touch with district
office by radio and suceeeded in forward-
mg the post mail packet, which even-
tnally reached Winnipeg in May.

We regret to record the death, from
pnetmonti, of Miss Harriett Ford, seven-
teen-vear old daughter of Samuel Ford,

masnager of Soauthamptan Island pest. Our
deep sympathy goes out to the bereaved
faamly i thetr spd and wntimely Toss.
Messrs. A. B, Fraser, J. Bell, W. .
Calder, G, Wehsier and W 1. swatheld
are due to arrive in Montreal during the
lutter purl of Mav, on return fromw therr
:Llill““— Thev will north on the
opie early in July, and in the mean-
take up duties in Montreal o con-
chistrict.
A, Broamfield, both on
will join the
They will

sail

‘|r|n
nection with the

Jo A Ford and
vacation in Newloundland,
Nascopre nt Hehron, Labradar
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reach Hebron from St Jolin's, Newfound-
land, by the M.S. Fort Garry
\rrangements have been completed for
the establishment of the new post—to he
named Fort Hearne—at Brentford Bay on
Roothin Peninsula This post, which will
be situated on the most northerly tip of

the mainland of Canada, marks the final
link eonnecting Ungava and Western
Arctic distrniets. Iee conditions permit-
ting, the M S, AMavik, of Western Aretic

distriet, will meet the R.MS. WNascope
at Brentford Bayv and thus establish for
the second time ocean contact between
the Campany s vessels in the most remot
arca of the Northwest Passage. The tirst
meeting took |-! wee during 1930 between
the M.S Fort James and the M .S, Fort
Mac pirerson at ]\m;: Williane Island
Cheslev Russell was o visitor at distriet
office early i May., He has returned to
Canada from his vacation in Newfound-
land und will take up duties temporarily
in Mantreal prior to leaving for the North
again on bourd the RALS, Nascopie.

Bob and Granny

antinued from pag

duughter of o Hudson's Bay Company
factor whom he had met severnl vears
bhefore when she was bot sixteen. “Bab'
tack his bride back to the post at Souris,
where, when she saw 1ts condition,
tells us, she wept. But the resourcelul
davighter of the Nortli soon made 1t a
hame. Mre. MeDermott 5 worthy of a
spocial ehapter i the story of the North
Koown us “Granny " to evervone around
her, she has hved a long and useful
life, The sick and needy, no matter what
their rnce or ereed, never pppealed in vain
to her, Many o man grown ald in the ser-
vier of the Company looks baek with
gratitunde to the day when, as a callow
apprentice ul'\\l_\ came 1o A strange and
hard land, he was comflorted in his laneli-
ness by (hie gquiet spoken Mrs, MeDermotr,
They still treasure the Litile gilts she
made, for "Granny'” was one of the bhest

q0 slie

workers in leather, beads and silk m the
North

Myps. MeDarmott was born at Peel
River, now Fort MePherson, the daughter

of John Flett, an emplovee of the Hud-
Bay Compainy. At that time the
Eskimos trading at Fort MePherson were
giving a little trouble and said that they
woeuld take itwo whiie chilflren away to
the North, as some vears hefore white
men had taken twao Kimo ehildren away
from their purents, Fearing trouble, ihe
Fletts dispersed their family, oue child
bemng placed with the Hardistvs at Fort
,\'imps. n, one bov sent to Prince Albert,
and Ellen was sent to Fart Providenee 1o
Junior Chief Trader Jolhin Reid.

Two wvears later Mr. Flett
daughter ta Fort Rue, where
misstonary, afterwards
tuught herfor two years. Then came more
sehooling at Fort Stimpson, where little
Ellen lived with the Camsells and aered
as nurse-maid to the baby, who 5 now
Daoctor Charles  Camsell, of Ottawa
Many were Ellen’s adventures hefore she
married ““Bob'" MeDermort, At Fort
Rue, Fort Simpson, Fort Proavidence,
Fort Liard, she took her place in the work

took his
the residem
Bishop Reeves,

and amusements of the North and de
veloped those qualities which were to
stand her n such goond stead in later
_‘.L‘:ll”.

Fond of ehildren and beiug blessed with
a family of their own, the MeDeormaotts

adopted a stray Eskimo boy at Lae
du Brochet. “Michel'” they named him.
Being nl(lux than the MeDermott family
and a striet disciplinarian, he saw that
the other children became examples of
how the younger set should hehave.

At Brochet the MeDermotis met Bis-
hop Turquettil, Herbert Hall, and many
others. At Pelican Narrows he met an old
(riend, Captain 1. B. Haight. He tells an
amusing story of this doughty river man.
At Cumberland House Chief Faetor
Horace Belanger and Captain Haight
decided ro usher in the new vear in proper
style. One of ihe old cannons adorning the
fort was loaded and, to make certain of
plenty of nolse, was given an  extra
“regale.” Tt was too mueh for the
prehistoric weapon, It burst: but the
chief factor and the captain eould remem-
ber but little abour 1. However, theyv
were extricated from a nearby snowbank
afive but black as natives of the Congo.

The MeDermotts have lived a happy
and useful life, but 1t has had its shadows,
['heir eldest son, Lawrenee, was killed in
action in Franece, The zecond =on died
when just approaching manhooed, One
daunrhter hving at Fort Smith is married
and her ehildren are the pride of their
srandparents’ hearts, while their other
daughter s the superintendent af n large
hl--l1|l al . New York. Not quite so
vigorous a5 of vore, Mrs, MeDermott is
sl busy with good work at Fort itz
gorald, while “*Bob,' .'ll“ulu[{’l the pos -|n;_
vers hinve taken their toll, is still active
and in his refirement is r~vu-r anxion= to
helps his suecessor o the Grest Company
he himsell served so long,

Muy they hoth lomg enjoy, in health
and happiness, the company of their host
"!V l’l i"llll“.

Salvage by the Midnight Sun

sedd from page 18)
thut we lnluhl nat b able to get her up
The water was gaining and an awkward
wind caming up. A short gin pole was =e-

cured and after several atterpts the
mastheads Hifted ten [eet, Last time the
ship would have taken charge at this

]minl :||||l Eone up nf ll(‘l' own :il"rnl'll. Bllt
now there was too much water in her. A
forty-foot gin pole was hastily rigged up.
All ‘the heaving down tackle was east
lovge and we heaved anxiously to our gin
pole. There was a Jdistinet chance for a
rime that the ship would swing and fall
from the gin poles, when undoubtedly the
masts would have suapped ofl and she
would have turned turtle and sunk. But
our huek held. Up, up she was hoisted on
the gin pole, until all of a sudden the hump
was passed, the James took charge and
up she shot, taking gin poles, tackles, and
everviling with her.

Suceess at Iast It was now 10 a.m of
the following dayv. We had been on the job
twenty-seven hours continuously. There
was a ot of water in the ship bat, tired as
we were, we had te pump it out to satisfy
ourselves the lesk was stopped. We did.
[t iad. Fvervone, greatly relieved, stag-
aered off to bed. The Fort Tames was sea-
worthy again, and before long was shev-

ing her bow onee more into the iee Oelds.
s — = g
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