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In Memoriam

Killed 4in Action

Kinby, F.F.

_Gnieve, K.A.

Johnston, H.G.
Ruggles, T1.W.
Gery, R.F.
Delisle, A.

Park, J.W.

McFadden, €.G.
Darting, S.A.
Sullivan, E.M.
Percival, E.W.
Swain, J.T.

Gibbons, H.C.

Died of Wounds

Hutchins, G.A.
Dick, A.H.

Biecenman, L.A.

Fishen, D.

LEST WE FORGET

18 Januarny 1945
17 September 1944
17 Januarny 1945
18 Januany 1945
9 February 1945
9 Februany 1945
9 Februany 1945
13 Februarny 1945
23 Februany 1945
& March 1945

27 Manch 1945

9 Apnil 1945

12 Apnil 1945

Wounded 29 August 1944
Wounded 3 October 1944
Wounded 16 February 1945
Wounded 27 March 1945




This booklet presents a brief outline of the Kangaroo Regiment.
The stony put fonth here is but a small part 0§ the whole. Space,
Lime and difficulty in obtaining material have been the &imiting
Jactons. The wiitens have tried to give an accurate account of the
accomplishments of the Kangaroos. ApoLogies are offered for any
mistakes detected. Membens of the Regiment on neading the stony
may, 44 they see §it, entarge on any instances set down, on §4LE in
any omidsLons. ) ;

Aftern several weeks of bitter gighting §ollowing the Landings
on "D" Day, the decision was neached by the High Command that an
Axmouned Fighting Vehicle, preferably tracked, shoutd be empfoyed
dor carrying Infantry 4into battle. The Tanks, spearhead of the
attack, wene unable to destroy all the machine-gun and othen
small-anms posts, non could they neutrhalize all the montans on
guns whose crippling and death-dealing shnapnel and blast created
such heavy casualties among the Infantry, who were offen thus
prevented grom coming fomward onto their objectives. This Left
the tanks unsupported, on with meagre support on the ground, and
counten-attacks §rom the enemy often nesulted 4in the Loss of Zhe
hand-won objectives. The need for protection of the Infantry gnom
the stant Line to the enemy's position was great. The operations
were being slowed down because of this Lack. The answen to Zhe
probLem was to be gound 4in the Kanganoo, a vehicle capable of
going wherevern the Tanks coukd go and of giving adequate protection
Zo the Infantry night up to the objective.

A numbern of M7 on 'Priests' (Amenican 105mm SP guns) were
acquined, the guns nemoved and additional awmour welded into place.
This major job, estimated to take several weeks, was completed 4in
as many days by an all-out effort on the part of various Workshops.
Driverns fon the convented Priests were gathered up grom Atillery
units and Reinforcement ghoups, rushed Lo thein vehicles and
despatched into action with no time gon onganizing or tuaining.
These vehicles wene used 4in the vicinity of Rouvre on the noad to
Falaise. The experiment proved a great success and some of the
credit §on the smashing the Germans took in the histonic 'Falaise
Gap' 44 due to these vehicles and thein cnews. They had the
armour, the mobility and the canrying capacity.

On 28th August '44, a squadron of carriens was onganized, with
foun troops of 25 carriens each, 100 drnivens, 4 troop officens and
an 0.C. Squadron. The actual number of vehictes available was
about 55 which wene Left grom the Falaise Gap action. These wenre
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swmed with .5 Brounming machine-guns and about 60 percent were equipped
with wineless. There was no co-driver to operate the set on girne the
gun. The 'crew' consisted of a driver with, in some cases, as an added
member, an of§icer on N.C.0. This came to be known as the "Kangaroo"
Sguadron, the name being suggested no doubt by the protection of Zhe
earnied, on 'empouched' Infantry, as a kangaroo protects 4its young,

and also because of the fact that considerable moving on 'jumping'
around was done. The Squadron was attached to the 25th Cdn Anmd Regt
for administrative purposes onby; for operations it came under

command 04 various Infantry Brigades <n tun.

The Squadnon, with thein M7s on 'KANGAROOS', was empLoyed
immediately. The §inst onganized action was pergormed against Le
Havne, wonking with the g§amous 518t Highland Division, then part of
the Fiust Canadian Aumy. This action proved highly successful; the
Infantrny suffered but a single casualty, and gained all thetr
objectives, coming on them "{ighting-gresh". This action was
§ollowed quickly by the assaults on Boulogne and Calais. Durning
the Boulogne action the Kangaroos came under considerable small-anms
gire and heavy shefling. The casualties suffered whilst the Infantry
wene in the Kangaroos was nil. This proved beyond a doubt zhe wonth
of the Kanganoo. The combined nesults of these §irnst three actions
made the name Kangaroo a by-wond among the Ingantry who had wonrked
with them. Great success had nesulted in the dual purpose of
gaining objectives and saving Lives of Infantrymen.

The M7s were netwwed to Ondnance. A new vehicle, the
Canadian Ram Tank with the tuwret nemoved and the hull cleaned out,
was drawn at Pievreval nean Rouen, France. These Rams had been
driven all the way §rom the Noamandy beaches. This 48 the Kangaroo
that most Infantrymen came to know, with its two .30 Brounings
augmenting thein oun gine-powen. The strength of the Squadron was
now increased to approximately 16 Kangaroos to each of 4ts 4 troops.
The Squadron, newly :zuipped and nefitted, continued on the Long
journey g§rom Pieneval to Amiens, Hesdin, St. Omer, Cassel, Ypres,
Menin, Courtral, Oudenande and Alost, and thence by transporter Lo
M{LL in Holland. Hene the Squadron came under command of the Second
British Aumy which was then engaged in clearing the enemy grom the
tewitony west of Venlo and Roeamond. Rehearsals were cavied out
with various units and many Lessons were Learned in the co-operation
of all anms. However, the plan was changed before the squadron
became 4involved.
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The cleaning of the Pont of Antwerp was considered 2o be of
graater strategical vafue at this time and &0 the Kangaroos were
wowes west to play a part in that operation. The §inst action was
sozinst the heavily d%nded Dutch city of S'Hentogenbosch on the
T3ad October '44. Folkowing this, the Squadron was used continuously,
sssaulting Schilburg, St. Michialsgestel, Boxtel, Eesch, Moengestel,
Talburg, Kaatscheuvel, Waspick, Waspick-Boven, Raamsdonk and Laan.
The Squadrion was then neleased g§rom action and negnouped at Tilburg,
solfznd. This was the Last of the Kangaroo Squadnon, known as such.
Iz kad to its credit some thinty 'Lifts', a creditable performance 4n
fhe shont two months of its Lige.

While the Squadron was thus busily engaged during the Last week
0§ Octoben, some far-neaching changes were taking place. So 4mportant
kad been the wonk of the Kangaroos at the Falaise Gap and at Le Havre,
Boulogne and Calais, and 40 clearly had 4t been shown that this was
the best method of neducing Infantry casualties and of seizing
objectives with speed, that 214t Aumy Group decided to foam a Regiment
o4 Kangarnoos with each of the two axrmies under command. Consequently,
om 24th October 1944, Finst Canadian Aumy authorized the gormation of
the 18t Canadian Anmouned Carnien Regiment.. Regimental Headquarters
sas established in Antwenp and the wonk of g§oaming a Regiment of two
Sguadrons and a headquarters was stanted. R.H.Q. offices were set
up in an apartment in Antwerp and headquartens personnel and vehicles
were assembled in neanby Rumpst. Scancely had this been done when zhe
Regiment was placed under command of the Second British Aumy as o4
1582 November with instructions to be neady fon action as a Regiment.
by §th November. Fontunately the proposed operation did not
materialize and the Regiment was given some much-needed time for
onganization. Tilburg in Holland was sefected as the point gon
concentration. To this town came the Squadron, gresh grom action and
RHQ and neinfoncements grom Antwerp and Ghent. November and
December wene spent in onganizing and the Regiment wad brought up
20 stnength in personnel and vehicfes. The original Squadnon was
divided 4in half in onder to provide a nucleud of expernienced men 4in
the new Squadrons. Each of the two new Squadrons had 53 Kangaroos
of the converted Ram type, each with a crew of ai Least wo. Foun
troops wene fonmed per Squadnon each capable of £ifting a company
0§ Infantry. A Squadron could thus carry a Battalion.

Personnel of the Kanganoo Regiment were drawn grom all units
0f the Canadian Armoured Conps and seme grom Artillery gonmations.
Everny province and every Military District had its quota of
nepresentatives. These diverse elfements with thein scattened
Loyalties were moubded by the mud and blood and toil and danzu
og&diw;w winter campaign into a united Regiment of hig
mornale.
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While the Regiment was forming, the decision was neached to
enclode it in the 79th British Armoured Division. This transfer took
pliace in December and the Kangaroos earned the distinction of being
&ee only Canadian fonmation in this famous assault Division.

Early 4in January a half-squadron of the Regiment was employed
saccessfully 4in a nelatively small but difficult operation at
Bmnssam Wood 4in a blinding smowstorm. Two days Later the Regiment
@5 @ whofe moved Zo the area of Winterstag, Belgium, in preparation
gor operation "Blackcock". From here an offensive was Launched
Sedween the Maas and the Roeun well into Germany itself with the
antention of nelieving pressure on the Ardennes secton. Assaulits
werz made from Sittand against Sustenen, Baakenhoven, Dieteren,
Cudroostenen, Echt and Schilberg; thence eastwands to Koningsbosch
@nd Waldefucht and then to Schiewaldenwnath, Putt, Waldenwrath,
Sfeaten and Enpen, with a final Lunge to Uettenath, Dremmen and
Seinsberg. This operation was carrnied out unden the most dif§icult
comditions. Icy noads sowed down progress sometimes to one mile
per hour. Snow and sleet, ice and wintry cold; fog and darkness,
fomg hours of waiting and driving; mined and cratered noads, rain
and mud and sodden gields; movement on action every day and night -
all these things made the January campaign memorable. Endurance was -
fested Zo the Limit. Hazands abounded: S.P. guns, shell-fire, montars
and innumerable mines exacted a toll in men and vehicles. Mone than
&ixty of the hundred-and-six Ram cavrniens requined attention §rom the
recovery crews and the L.A.D. Twenty-iwo Kangaroos had struck mines,
nine had been knocked out by shell-§ire. However,the Kangaroos proved
one 04 the decisdive factons in the operation and demonstrated thein
value even unden the most difficult conditions. The Germans were
driven back across the Roen.

Februany '45 once again saw the Kangaroo Regiment 4in action,
after an all-too-brief period fon nefitting. This time it was the
big thing: Operation "Veritable", the clearning of the Germans between
the Maas and the Rhine. The cracking of the Wehrmacht. The breaching
0f the Siegfried Line. Operation Venitable began on 8th February '45.
The Regiment moved off §rom Nijmegen, crossing the Line at Frasselt
and continued through for twenty-nine days of incessant g§ighting.

Here the Kangaroos took part in attacks on Kranenburg, Frasselt,
Schottiede, Hingsberg featune, Bresserber, ClLeve, Moyland, Hasselt,
The Pimple, The Mofk,and the high gnround south of Calean, Hockwald
Forest and the noad to Veen, and §inally Xanten. This operation, Like
the nest, has many and varied stonies. Our space 48 too Limited even
2o attempt one, Let alone the whofe. The job was done again despite




mpelling conditions and despite the desperate opposition of the
Semman Paratroop divisdions, the cream of the enemy's wung Again
exsaslties wene suffered, again recovery of damaged and bogged-douwn
wehicles called fon ceaseless effont. Anothen sixty Kangaroos, as
éx Jamuory, had to be publed out of the mud or nepaired agter attack
on Bazooka-fire.

The Regiment was once more withdraun §or nefitting. The next
job smas to be the most spectaculan and the Last. Operation"Plundenry
Lhe crossing of the mighty Rhine and §inal mopping-up of the Genman
Awmy. The Regiment crossed the famous watern barrien on the twenty-
seventh of Manch. 1t was the ginst Canadian Armoured gormation to
cross. Hene the gighting was tough at §inst with some casualties
being suffered. The Regiment took part in many and varied operations
gduring this, the §inal, phase of the warn. Attacks went 4in on
Willingen, Megchelen, Landon§t, Ruurlo, Borculo, Barchem, Lochem,
#aarfe, Manienburg, Marehead, Hijsen, Groenberg, Assen, Hooghalen,
Rolde, Baku, Loon, Groningen, and an advance made grom Anholt through
Varsveld and Twist to the Noonde soude Kanal, Meppen, Sogel, Lorup,
Borgen, Unees, Wenelte and Oldenburg. The Last 'Lift' was done on
the morning of the §ifth of May, 1945, at 0700 houns. The war officially
ended in the Canadian sector one hounr Later. The advance made that
moaning was one of some seven miles nonth and east of OLdenbung,
Germany. 1t ended with the complete suwviender of an entire Austrian
Infantry Battalion. Noit a shot was §irned. This was the end of the
Wehnmacht's onganized nesistance.

In the next few days the Regiment gathered 4n a concentration
area at Peheim, Genrmany. The suddeness of the war's end was difficult
20 grasp. On the 11th May the Last §ull parade of the unit was held.
The Commanding Officen addressed the Regiment. Here are some excenpls
§rom his speech. Of achievement, "... history of the Kangaroos 4is
bried, extending onby §rom the Latter part of August to May ... but
it is packed full of actions grom Normandy to Germany." 0f
sacnifdice, "... a casualty List of 17°killed and seventy-one wounded...
the price of success. We honour today our comwades who made the
supreme sacnifdice.” Of distinction, "... the only Regiment to be
donmed in Holland ... Hence the orange colon we have adopted for our
shoutder §fash; the onty Canadian Kangaroo Regiment and the pioneerns
in the Butish Aumy of that §oam of Service; the only Canadian
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Regiment in the 79th British Armouned Division. ... Further, by good
gortune, we have achieved some "Finsts" which no one can take §nom
us...Finst Canadian Regiment to be entinely within Germany" (Januanry '45)
" .. Fiust Canadian Regiment across the Sieggried Line" (February '45)
»_ .. Finst Aumouned Regiment of the Canadian Anmy to cross the Rhine”
(27th Manch '45).

And in conclusion - "Peace has now come to Europe. The Long
counse 0f the war has been brought to a successful conclusion. We
stand here, conquerons on Genman s0ik, destroyens of the cunse of
Nazism...".

Thus did the Kangaroo Regiment §ight and wornk in the great
struggle. The probLem of moving the Infantry grom Start Line %o
Objective at speed and with a minimum of casualties had been solved.
The tactical handling of Infantry in battle had been nevolutionized -
by the Kanganoos!
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UNITS OF 21ST ARMY GROUP CARRIED INTO BATTLE
BY THE KANGAROOS

Uit ot it Bt i

SEDIND BRITISH ARMY

| Sed (T1=f) Division

NeZ Be Suffolk Regiment

e (Awmd) Divisdion

e '52k Bn Queens Regiment
Sus Be Devonshine Regiment
#Ze Be Dutham Light Infantry

Il [Awmd) Division

&2k Bn Kings Scottish Light
Ingantry

152k (Ing) Division

EZk Bn Royal Scots
&2k Bn Royal Scots Fusiliens
&2k Bn Kings Oun Scots Borderenrs
Sk Bn Cameronians
TZk Bn Seaforth Highlandens
fnd Bn Glasgow Hig ens

- 1&th Bn Hightand Light Infantry
fmd Bn Gondon Highlandens
fnd Bn Argyll and Suthertand

HighLanders

#32d (Ing) Division

4th Bn Somerset Light Infantry
&th Bn Wiltshire Regiment
5th Bn Wiltshine Regiment
7th Bn Hampshire Regiment

. 5182 (In§) Divisdion

41h Bn Donset Regiment

52h Bn Donset Regiment

7th Bn Somenset Light Ingantry

5th Bn Duke of Connwall Light
Infantry

49th (Ing) Division

2nd Bn Essex Regiment
Znd Bn Gloucestershine Regiment
Hallamshine Bn

Ind Bn Seaforth Highlandenrs

5th Bn Cameronians

5th Bn Black Watch

182 Bn Gondon Highlandens

5th/7th Bn Gondon Highlandenrs

18t Bn Black Watch

7th Bn Black Watch

7th Bn Argyll and Sutherland
Hightanders

52nd_(Ing) Division
7th/9th Bn Royal Scots

4th Bn Kings Own Scots Borderenrs
5th Bn Kings Own Scots Boaderens

832d (Inf) Division

6th Bn Royal Welsh Fusiliers
4th Bn Welsh Regiment
(Con«t'd)J




UNITS OF 21ST ARMY GROUP CARRIED INTO BATTLE-

BY THE KANGAROOS -

{Concluded)

FIRST CANADIAN ARMY

2nd Cdn (Ing) Division

Royal Regiment of Canada

Royal Hamilton Light Ingantry

Essex Scottish Regiment

Regiment de Maisonneuve

Calgany Highlanders

South Saskatchewan Regiment

Queen's Own Cameron Highlanderns
o4 Canada

3nd Cdn (Ing) Divisdion

Royal Winnipeg Rifles

Regina Ri§Les

158t Bn Canadian Scottish Regiment

Hightand Light Infantry of Canada

Stonmont, Dundas and Glengarry
Highlanders

Nonth Nova Scotia H&gh&andw

4th Cdn (Aund) Divdsdion.

— Lake Superion Regiment
Lincotn and Welland Regiment
ngu and Sutherfand th&ndw

of Canada

. AND IN ADDITION

Elements of Royal M.t«uuy and
Royal Canadian Mtillery, 4.e
Forwand Observation Officen
AMtillery Representative
. Elements of Royal (Assault) Engineens
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! Abéve and below. The Ram ¢
1943.

basket and the siting of an observation position (with

stereoscopic telescope) in the turret front. Vision slots

. The hydraulic traverse gear
m . the turret was limited in hand
traverse to 45° each side. The commander’s hatch’
was calibrated and marked so that the hatch periscope-
could be used as a direction findepand sight. Two No. .
19 and one No. 58 wireless seté fere cartied, and field
telephone cable reels were motuted behind the turret.
The detail design for this conversiofi w g 0L
by the Canadian Army Eng’fnecdng anch to
meet Royal Artillery requiréments, Subsequently a .
number of standard Ram II tanks were converted as
OP vehicles to the same standards and these Ram OPs
were widely used by the fleld regiments equipped with

; Sextons in the N.W. Europe campaign.

verted expefiniqﬁfally asa SPAA mownt for the 3-7-in gun. This project was abandon

ed at an early stage,
(Canadian Official)

The other important réle for which the Ram is best
“remembered is the Kangaroo troop carrier. This wasa

far as the British Army was
~ concerned for it demonstrated, in 1944, the value of
the tracked armoured troop carrier for the infantry
battalions of armoured brigades; this type of vehicie,
latterly in a specially developed form, has been used
by the British ever since. Appropriately enough, the
— Krgaroo as dédreloped in 1944 was a Canadian idea,
though at ﬁ;s;_it\did not ’,,involvevlthe Ram at all.
Liett.-General Guy-Simo ads, the young 41-year-old
cdmmander of 2nd Canadian Cdrps, first thought of
carrying up troops in tracked }rmouge;,glf vehicles
during ‘“Operation Totalise”, the Bffensive against
Falaise in early August 1944, Here infantry had to be
transported over the big expanse of open ground in the
Orne valley to support a tank attack and occupy
villages beyond the German defence lines. While a
limited number of half-tracks was available, this was
nothing like sufficient, for it was necessary to carry up
six infantry battalions for this major assault. However,
at that time the Priest had just been replaced in
British and Canadian SP field regiments by the Sex-
ton, and Simouds arranged for R.F.M.B. workshops
to remove the 105-mm. howitzers from as many dis-
placed Priests as were available. Known popularly as
“Unfrocked Priests”, and later as Priest Kangaroos,
these vehicles had the gun embrasure plated in and
carried 12 infantrymen. Though the overall operation
was not entirely successful, the idea of using the
makeshift armoured personnel carriers proved highly
satisfactory. Strictly speaking, the K.angaroo idea at
this time was simioly a revival of what had been done
in the first wotld war, and what the Germans had been
doing in the second: but immediately prior to 1944
the British had not used APCs save for a limited
auniber of half-tracks in armoured divisions.
The Kangaroo idea was later taken up by

Armoured Division which

‘significant developm

79th
was responsible for 21 Army




Ram OP tank of a Szxran‘eguqyped SP ﬁeld regiment passmg rhraugh g village street in Holland in January 1 945 3 !
(Impeual War Mussum)

Group’s specialized ﬁghﬂng vehicles. By September’
1544 the Capadidos had formed a ‘special -Kangaroo
unif, 1st Canadian Armoured’ ‘Carrier Regiment, this’
time using converted Ram tanks of which plenty wers
available. The turret was removed ‘'and the No. 19
wireless sét was moved info the left sponson. Rungs
and footsteps were welded to the hull sides to D v1de
a means of getting” aboard, and bepch st
fitted “in ' the turret 'space to hold éight to #even
infantrymen. Crew of the vehicle was two, driver and
commander/wireless operatcr. The Ram Kangaroos
were used by the Canadians in the taking of Boulogne

Below and top facing page: Two views of the Ram ARV Mk. I shows the simple nature of this conversion.

and were so successfu 1hat it was decided to equip
a British regiment for the specialized APC rble. One

armoured brigade wotkshop converted 120 Ram

tanks for British use as Kangaroos within a month,
and the 49th RTR was redesignated as 49th APC
Regt. 19 « oper te-them. From, end f 1944 until the

b ities jh Eufg two APC regi-
‘ments operat d uadér%%h Division con-
nd ga ve valuable servxce, d pite the limited
numbers avdilable and the 1mpravxsed nature of the
adaptation a major failing of which was the lack of an
armoured top. In Italy, meanwhile, 8th Army took

(Imperial War Mussum)




up the Kangaroo idea using Priests once more, plus

some “war weary” Shermans which were converted in
similar style to the Rams. Ram Kangaroos remained
in British Army service for some years in small num--
bers post-war until specialized APCs like the Saracen.

became available. Rams were also used as tractors for

17-pdr. anti-tank guns and as ammunition carriers for .
Sexton-equipped SP field gun regiments; in this latter’
form they were known gs Wallabies. The Canadians’
also fitted some Rany /Kangaroos with Wasp 1T

flame-throwing equipmertt, ,
placing the hull machjne-gah.

2 rojector re-

ese vehicles were

called Badgers and postfwar soifie Canadian vSherm/ans ;
were similarly altered. Badgers were first in service

in February 1945 and were used to great effect by the
Lake Superior Regt. (4th Canadian Armoured
Brigade) during “Operation Veritable”. They were

also used by 5th Canadian Armoured Brigade in

Holland in March 1945, but in this case standard
Rams were used, retaining their turrets, perhaps the

nearest the Ram came to action in its original tank
configuration.

Ram ARV

Other special-purpose variants of the Ram were pro-
duced in smaller numbers. The Ram ARV Mk. [ was
a recovery vehicle which featured tool boxes on its
rear hull decking and a winch fitted to the hull front.
This was a towing vehicle only and the few vehicles so
altered were mostly Ram Mk. Is. The Ram ARV
Mk. II was a more sophisticated conversion, pro-
duced in Canada to the same design as the British
Sherman ARV Mk, I[. This vehicle had all the same
fittings as all British “Mk. II" standard ARVs of the
time, including dummy fixed turret and dummy gun,
rear jib, earth spade at rear, and electric winch (with
25-ton pull) installed in the former turret space. The
Ram ARV II was more widely used than the ARV [
but no precise figure for the number of vehicles so
converted appears to have been recorded.

Experimentals g . e
Minor versions of the Ram included a few test

vehicles or prototypes. After Dieppe, when a special -

engineer assault tank was proposed, the Ram was
considered as a possibility for the role. Two test

_vehicles. were converted for trials in 1943, but in the

event the Churchill proved a more suitable vehicle for
what was later known as the AVRE. One project

tried in Canada in 1942-43 was a SP AA version of

the Ram which featured a cut down hull and a

3-in.~gun, later replaced by a 3-7-in. weapon, in

place/ of the tun'?t. In ity final form, a shield was

incofpor for the gup; but the project was aban-

dored, possibly because(it was unstaBie. The strangest
r6le of all for the Ram, hokeser, wasas a searchlight

carrier for the C.D.L. fufictions, bme of which were
also used to illuminate forward airstrips. The outfit
simply consisted of a complete 40-in. searchlight
mounting carried in a Ram Kangaroo. So far as is
known, only very few vehicles were so fitted in the
winter of 1944-45.

Picture shows Ram Kangaroo, a troop carrier made by removal of the turret from the standard Ram tank, in Holland in October [944.

(Imperial War Museum}




oarriers — #

by Major-General N. W. Duncan
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Two “unfrocked’ ie “degunned’” Priests on a 51st ( Highland) Division
route in Normandy, 1944. The pulpit, mounting a -50 cal machine-gun,
from which the vehicle got its name was retained in its APCrole. (IWM)

while the idea was admirable, execution left much to be
desired with a vehicle too small for its task in terms of
carrying capacity, too lightly armoured and with inade-
quate cross-country performance to enable it to do
what was required of it.

THE BIRTH OF THE KANGAROO

Prospects for real cooperation on the battlefield appeared
very remote until one action in Normandy in 1944 trans-
formed the scene, and produced practical proof that
tank-infantry cooperation could be a reality and could
be obtained at more than walking pace.

The initiative came from 2nd Canadian Corps under
General Symonds in operations across the River Laison
south of Caen in August 1944, Priests, which were SP
artillery with a 105mm gun mounted on an M3 chassis,
were “‘defrocked”, or more accurately “degunned”, and
the tracked armoured hull converted into a troop
carrier with resounding success. The advance, over open
ground in face of strong opposition, was covered by
tanks and the Priest troop carriers in minimum time.
As hostile positions were overcome by the tanks, the
infantry, fresh and unfatigued by a long approach, were
immediately at hand to take them over and ensure that
they gave no further trouble. A difficult task had been
carried out at a cost of minimal casualties by really close
cooperation between tanks and .infantry. The APC was

Ram Kangaroo.

A “degunned’ Priest in Italy. The 2nd London Irish Rifles on their way to
cross the River Reno at the Argenta Gap, April 1945. (IWM)

in business and was clearly going to play a part of ever
increasing importance during the rest of the campaign.

THE APC REGIMENTS

Priests were in short supply and eventually the Ram,
the Canadian version of the M4 which could not be
upgunned “because the turret ring was too small, was
selected for use as the APC of 21 Army Group. Guns and
turrets were removed and the vehicle under the code
name of Kangaroo was used to equip the 49th Royal
Tank Regiment who were selected for conversion to the
carrier role. To conserve mileage and ensure adequate
maintenance in view of all the calls likely to be made
on it, the regiment was transferred to 79th Armoured
Division where it was handled like the other specialist
units in that formation.

49 RTR reformed on. an establishment of two squad-
rons each of 53 Kangaroos and eachabletoliftaninfantry
battalion of BHQ and four infantry companies. A lot
of vehicles were involved so that movement control
before and during operations was of prime importance.
Tactical handling on the battlefield was easy because
the. Sherman tank and the Kangaroo had the same
armour; where one could go the other could follow
subject only to the limitation that the passengers in the
Kangaroo had no head ‘cover. A Canadian Armoured
Carrier Regiment was. formed at the same time as 49




RTR were converted and this also came under com-
mand of 79th Armoured Division.

The technique of handhng Fangaroos in action de-
veloped from actual experience on the batiefield and
underwent many alterations and changes. Nothing was
stereotyped and everything was based on the closest
possible liaison between tanks and APCs. Since the
latter often had to move on a different line of advance
from that of the tanks, the need for some means of self-
defence was recognised from an early date. The Ram
had a bow gun and to supplement this another MG was
mounted on the turret ring. 49 RTR throughout their
existence in the Kangaroo role were great believers in
the value of prophylactic fire and fixed every gun on
which they could lay their hands to their vehicles: their
expenditure of small arms ammunition ran to astronomic
figures but their casualties were extremely light. The
infantry commander and his opposite APC commander
travelled side by side in adjacent Kangaroos, control
when mounted being vested in the APC commander,
subject always to the overriding right of the infantryman
to say at any time, “‘Stop; this is where I get out”. How-
ever, provided ground conditions were not completely
impossible (as they turned out to be at several places,
notably s’Hertogenbosch in Holland), the APC regi-
ments regarded it as a grave slur on their efficiency if the
infantry had any distance to advance on their feet after
disembarking—or, perhaps more appropriately, de-
pouching!

By the end of the war both APC regiments had been
continually in action and there was a wealth of experi-
ence, both for mobile operations and also for set piece
attacks, on which to draw. Short though the time had
been since the Kangaroo first made its appearance, it
was long enough to allow drills to be laid down for
deployment and employment on the battlefield.

Trouble with a big T always resulted from failure to
follow established practice. 79th Armoured Division
representatives continually encountered proposals from
commanders in whose support they were working, to
alter the drill, or the establishment, or the organisation
of the specialist unit, with entire disregard for the
thought, research, and patient experiment which had
produced accepted drills and procedures. This irrational
unnecessary and irritating work wasted time and involved
the expenditure of much energy and trouble to put
right. The Kangaroos were assault vehicles handled by
specialist troops: they were always in demand and in
short supply. It was sometimes very difficult to obtain
their release or to convince formation commanders that
long moves out of action could be carried out more
quickly and with less fatigue in unarmoured troop
carriers rather than in Kangaroos which needed as much
maintenance as a tank if they were to be kept in action.
There was however a growing demand for the inclusion
of APCs in the post-war British Army and the situation
is best summed up in the words of the Commander of
79th Armoured Division who wrote—

“Although with the present type of vehicle it is
necessary to man the Kangaroo with RAC [Royal
Armoured Corps] personnel, it is considered that a
special type of vehicle should be designed for the
infantrv. When this vehicle has been produced it should
form an integral part of the infantry organisation and
be manned and commanded entirely by infantry
personnel.”

APCs SINCE 1945
The design of the post-war APC depended on the
answers 1o several questions which had become apparent
after an analysis of war-time operations where APCs
had been used. Among them were-—
i. What was to be the fulure role of the APC?

Were they to-be carriers to the edge of the battlefield,
droppingtheir passengers there and leaving them to fight
their way forward at foot pace? This concept was little
removed from the old unarmoured troop carrying lorry
which had proved so vulnerable to enemy fire -and so
ineffective in getting the infantry effort to the scene of
action at the right time. Alternatively was the APC to
carry its passengers to the actual battle, covered both by
their own fire' and by that of the accompanying tanks?
Were they, in other words, to be sufficiently armed and
armoured to allow them to fight their own way forward
against light opposition even if armoured support was
not imniediately available?

ii. What was to'be the size of the APC in terms of carrying
capacity?

To ease the problem;of control on the ground: after
disembarkation the vehicle should hold a tactical sub-
unit—a section, a half platoon, or a platoon. The larger
the vehicle'the fewer would be needed and the less would
be the congestion on available routes. On the other hand
the larger vehicle inevitably accentuates the problems
arising from weight, size, concealment, and also the
availability of suitable routes.

iii. What weapons should the APC carry?

The value of prophylactic fire had been amply proved
during the war: Was anything of larger calibre than the
MG needed? Would APCs ever have to tackle lightly
held enemy pesitions on their own without accompany-
ingtank fire-—if so was there a case for the larger calibres,
20mm or bigger? What part would the passengers play
when inthe vehicle: could their fire ever influence the
battle on‘the move or'when halted? Should ports for fire
or. observation while in transit be provided?,

iv: Could'tanks: be used as APCs on the lines of the war-
time Kangaroo? - ’ .

While: offering obvious advantages for spares and
maintenance, this suggestion involved the acceptance of
little:or no-head cover for embussed troops and the need
for them to go into action over the sides-—unless the tank
was .radically redesigned. Obviously ‘a rear exit: was
needed and this should both. be as large as possible and
unencumbered so that the vehicle could be used as a load
carrier at need: ‘All this added up to the fact that a special
vehicle was needed.

v. What thickness of armour was required?

War-time operations had pointed out the advantages
when tanks and Kangaroos carried the same measure of
static immunity, but this inevitably meant weight. In
turn this prejudiced the chances of another very desirable
characteristic—built-in flotation: the ability to cross
rivers, lakes and streams without the need for prolonged
preparation. In.fact if no preparation was needed,
operational handling of APCs would be made that much
easier.

vi. Would it be possible to achieve any measure of
standardisation with other tracked vehicles used by the
Army?

Any saving that could be effected in this fashion
would be of the greatest benefit in view of the inevitable
post-war financial stringency. It is worth noting that the




Ram Kangaroos of 49th Royal Tank Regiment carrying men of the 15th
(Scottish) Division into the attack on Blerick, opposite Venlo, the
Netherlands, December 1944. The Kangaroos carried the infantry right
into the town. Two Churchills covering the advance can be seen on the

left. (IWM)

Kangaroos in Germany, 1945. The infantry passengers have dismounted
Jor action in the town. The APC regiments regarded it as a slur on their

efficiency if the infantry had any distance to advance on their feet after
dismounting.

Men of 3rd British Infantry Division mounting a Ram Kangaroo prepara-
tory to the attack on Kervenheim in the Battle of the Rhineland, March 1,
1945, This picture shows the difficulty of using a tank chassis as an
armoured personnel carrier. (IWM)

The M44 Armoured Utility Vehicle was developed in 1945. Like the M39
it was based on the chassis of the M 18 Gun Motor Carriage, the Hellcat.
Only a few of these large, cumbersome APCs were built. The M44.could
carry 27 men. (bottom right).

Restricted routes and bad weather lead to traffic jams. Kangaroos, with
infantry aboard, waiting to advance.




