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PREFACE

in the development of her natural resources, in the extension of her domestic

industries and in the expansion of her internal and foreign eommerce, has
been accompanied by a development of wholesome national military spirit and by
an expansion of the defensive force of the Dominion just as noteworthy and
unquestionably just as essential to the continued prosperity and happiness of
the inhabitants of the Dominion as a people.

r I VHE remarkable progress made by Canada during the past eight or ten years

€The sound, sober military spirit whieh permeates the loyal and patriotie popula-
tion of Canada is unquestionably one of the most valuable assets of this great
country. History proves bevond all eavil that the continued possession of a ster-
ling military spirit is absolutely essential to the preservation of the liberty, the
material prosperity, the higher standards of moral and religious life, and the true
happiness of nations. Ancient empires like Assyria, Babylonia, Egypt, Phoenieia
and Lydia. only succumbed when the virile military spirit which had established
their prosperity and glory was extinguished. When the Lydians, during a momen-
tary revival of national military spirit, endeavored to throw off the Persian yoke,
Cyrus (559-531 B.C.) deeided that the subjugation of the proud raee should be
erushing and final. He did not lay the rebellious ecountry waste nor put its people
to the sword. The Lydians were fabulously rieh, so mueh so that the name of their
king Croesus to this day stands as a syvnonym for vast wealth. Cyrus, who com-
bined the wisdom of a philosopher with the skill and eourage of a mighty con-
queror, decided that the national wealth of the Lydians eoupled with the oblitera-
tion of the military spirit prevailing among them should be made to work the
nation’s death. They were deprived of their arms and all trophies and monuments
recalling past military glories. They were forbidden to praetice military evolutions
or anything resembling them, and were aetually compelled to live in the idle enjoy-
ment of the wealth they possessed, in order that the raee might become demora-
lized and effeminate. This policy soon accomplished its purpose.

¢ Thanks to the oft-recurring outbreaks of unfriendliness among seetions of the
people of the neighbouring but not always neighbourly republie, and to the deep-
rooted determination of the Canadian people, begotten of their rovalist stock, to
preserve inviolate at all eosts the territory of Canada as the home of British par-
liamentary institutions and the ark of true freedom in North Ameriea. there has
always been more or less military spirit in this country, and the existence of
the Canadian Militia, even during the periods of most pronounced negleet. has
done not a little to foster and nourish it.

YThe South African War stimulated the military spivit in Canada as it had not
been for vears; and in demonstrating the mighty seope whieh existed for co-
operation between the Mother Country and her daughter nations in defence of
the Empire, at once raised the Canadian Militia from the level of a mere auxiliary
of the regular army, liable to be called npon to furnish men, and perhaps a few
selected officers, in eases of local emergeney. to the status of a powerful and
neeessary unit of the Imperial defensive force.

€The Canadian people and the Canadian Militia have manfully assumed the
increased responsibility, and the intervening few years have seen an ineompletely
organized, a poorly supported, and an oft-neglected militia transformed into an
effective army with a ecarefully selected and trained staff, with modern armaments
and equipment, and with its own arsenals. magazines and departments.



PREFACE-—Continued

9And Canada, possessing, as her oft-tried loyalty well warrants, the absolute con-
fidence of the Mother Country, has dutifully and proudly assumed the full respon-
sibility of keeping the flagof the Empire flying in the northern half of this continent.
The last soldier ou the pay rolls of His Majesty’s regular army has left Canadian
soil.

YA new epoch in the history of the Canadian forces has been reached, and the time
seems opportune for taking a glance backward and for reviewing the various stages of
the development of the Canadian Militia. Tt might now, more correctly, be styled
the Canadian Army.

“For many years the writer has had in contemplation the produection of a volume
or series of volumes giving, in comprehensive detail, a record of the origin, develop-
ment and services of the Canadian Militia, and he hopes vet to carry out that idea.
When he was first approached by the publishers of this book and invited to under-
take the writing of it, he hesitated somewhat, as the time and space placed at his
disposal were limited: but realizing that the volume proposed could hardly fail
to be of immediate praetical use to his comrades of the militia and others in-
terested, for a book of the kind has been long needed, he agreed to do the work.

€The Minister of Militia, Sir Frederick Borden, had been already interviewed by
the publishers and kindly expressed his approval. He also most eourteously
promised the writer that any departmental information he required should be
placed at his disposal.

€0On account of the lack of space at his command the author found that it was
impossible in this volume to give more than a passing notice to the campaigns of
the Militia, deeming it of more praetical importance to trace the development
of the force and to record the successive changes which have taken plaee in its
organization and internal administration.

€ Thanks have to be aceorded to Doctors De Celles and Griffin, Librarians of Parlia-
ment, and to their staff of the Parliamentary Library, Ottawa, more particularly
to Lieut.-Colonel A. H. Todd and Messrs. Sylvain and MaeCormac: to Dr. Arthur
Doughty, C.M.G., Dominion Archivist; to Colonel F. L. Lessard, Adjutant-General
of Militia; to Colonel D. A. MaeDonald, Quartermaster-General: to J. W. Borden,
Accountant and Paymaster-General; to Major R. J. Wieksteed, author of a most
interesting pamphlet on the militia (1875); to Mr. Lane, Librarian of the Militia
Department; to Major Irving, of the Canadian Military Institute, Toronto, and
to a large number of military and literary friends who have placed material
and pietures at the author’s disposition.

€ There is in the Dominion Archives a veritable mine of invaluable information
with reference to the infanev of the Canadian defensive force, and it must be a
subject for congratulation to all interested in the force to know that this material
is being so skilfully and ecarefully arranged that it will be direetly and usefully avail-
able to them. In the preparation of the following pages the Archives have been
largely drawn upon and so have the annual reports of the Militia Department,
parliamentary papers and the Hansards of the Senate and House of Commons.

ERNEST J. CHAMBIRS.
325 Daly Ave., Ottawa, July 1, 1907.
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CHAPTER 1

THE CANADIAN

LTHOUGH as it at present exists, the Canadian
Militia* system bears the impress of the
influenees of the old militia organizations of

England rather than that of those of New France,
there are many points of connection entitling the
present Militia of the Dominion of Canada to
elaim some sort of relationship to the gallant
Canadian  Militia of the French Regime. The
Act of Capitulation of Montreal, cancelling the
authority of the King of Franee in Canada, of
eourse voided, or to be more aeecurate, for the eapitu-
lation, was subjeet to subsequent treaty, suspended
that sovereign’s eomimnissions in the colony, ineluding
those of the officers of Militia. But the ink upon the
doeument in question was scarcely dry hefore the
British authorities provided for the recommissioning
of sueh of the militia officers as would take the oath
of allegiance. True, the object of the British was to
obtain the services of the officers of the old Canadian
Militia in their eivil rather than in their military
capacities. But it was the old militia organization
whieh was temporarily revived under British auth-
ority, nevertheless. After the formal cession by treaty
of Canada to Britain the French eommissions were
eancelled by ordinance, hut the authorities appear to
have availed themselves of the good offices of the
militia captains, and it was they who were relied upon
to raise and eommand the first British Canadian

*The word *‘militia’’ (from the Latin miles. a soldier) is generally con-
sidered by encyelopedists and historians as meaning that portion of the
military strength of a nation enrolled for discipline and instruction, but
local in its organization, and engaged in active service only in case of emer-
gency, the organized national reserve in fact., Clearly, from the derivation
of the word, this present acknowledged meaning was not its original one,
und we knowifrom parliamentary history that old English representatives

MILITIA OF THE FRENCH REGIME

armed foree raised in Moutreal, Quebec and Three
Rivers in 1764 for use in the operations against the
western Indians.  Similarly it was the officers of the
old Freneh militia who raised and officered the most
of the volunteer corps which served, not only in re-
pelling the American invasion of 1775-76, but rendered
good service with the Loyalist armies during the
revolutionary campaigns in what is now the United
States. And when the first eolonial acts respecting
the organization of a militia under the British rule
were drafted the imilitia laws and practices of the old
regime were taken into consideration and had a
marked effeet on the legislation in question. As to
the personnel of the first Canadian militia under
British rule, the muster rolls of that period could be
easily mistaken for those of the splendid but poorly
appreciated militia that rendered such fine serviee
under Montealm and de Levis, so many of the offieers
who had fought so valiantly to uphold the fleurs-de-
Ivs, aceepting similar appointments under the Union
Jack. To all effects and purposes the first Canadian
militia organized under the British regime was the
same body as had served the Bourbons so well before
the Capitulation of Montreal.

I'ew peaple realize what a powerful force the militia
of the old French colony was. The vear of the first
battle of the Plains of Abraham, 1759, Montreal con-
tained 4,000 inhabitants, and yet the militia organiza-

in the House of Commons, realizing the national dread of military dictator-
ship, objected to the application of the term ‘‘militia’’ to the constitutional
and popular branch of the defensive forces of the country. 1n the generally
accepted sense referred to the term is now a misnomer applied to the
defensive foree of Canada, for what we call the **Active Militia’’ is the Domin-
ion's first line of defence, and includes a force (small it is true), of perman-
ently embodied troops—regulars—with a complete permanent staff,



tion of the provinece was so perfect, that Montreal
alone had a militia force of about 1,000 men on service
in the field. This enrollment of such a large pro-
portion of the population was accomplished by the
aid of the Feudal law of Fiefs,

Under the French Militia Ordinances, based upon
this law, every man in the colony, the clergy and
noblesse excepted, was required to enroll himself
in the militia. The military administrative organiza-
tion in each distriet, outside of Quebee, where the
colonial administration was located, consisted of a
Governor, a Lieutenant du Roi and a Town Major,
all under salary. In every parish there was a Captain
of Militia, responsible for the drill and good order of
his men, while the seigneurs were generally commis-
sioned as colonels. The Governors, in cases of
emergency, decided what quotas were required from
each seigniory and town and forwarded a requisition
therefor to the Town Majors and Seigneurs. These
officials in turn decided upon the strength of the
quotas of the various parishes, and requisitioned
the Captains of Militia therefor, the Captains raising
the men by a draft, and marching them under escort
into the nearest town where the Town Major fur-
nished each militiaman with arms and clothing.

Many duties of a civil nature in connection with
the administration of the law, the regulation of statute
labour, and the making and maintenance of roads,
bridges and other public utilities were imposed upon
the Captains of Militia, these useful officials being
compensated for their services in time of peace by
grants of powder and ball. At least from the year
1754 until the Capitulation of Montreal every parish
was a garrison, commanded by a Captain of Militia,
whose authority was not only acknowledged but
rigidly enforced. From the date first mentioned
until the appearance of Saunders’ fleet in the St. Law-
rence, the militia of Quebee, Montreal and Three
Rivers was frequently exercised, the Quebee militia
including a carefully traiued artillery company which
performed good service during the siege.

The clothing supplied the militiaman can scarcely
be deseribed as a uniform. At the embodiment of the
levies the Town Mayor furnished each militiaman
with @ gun, a capote, a Canadian cloak, a brecch

clout, @ cotton shirt, a cap, a pair of leggings,
a pair of Indian shoes and a blanket. The old
Canadian militiaman during the French regime

must certainly have looked more serviceable than
soldierly, particularly to the ecritical eyes of those
used to the prim, tight-laced soldiers of those days.
But he showed in the field and forest that he could
do the work required of him.
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After receiving their equipments, the militiamen
were marched to the garrison for which they were
destined. The French authorities do not appear to
have made any serious attempt, apart from the case
of the Quebee artillery company, to make trained line
soldiers or artillerymen out of the militia. They pre-
ferred to rely upon the smart professional soldjers
of the Carignan, Languedoc, Bearne, Guienne
La Sarre, Berry and Royal Roussillon regiments
and the Troupes de la “ Marine” for the line of battle,
leaving to the militia the just as dangerous, and con-
sidering the country, just as important, functions of
partisans and bushrangers. As the country was not
suitable for cavalry, the commanders depended largely
upon the militia for the important duties of the scouting
and intelligence service. Consequently, while clothing
the peasant soldiery in a fashion as much unlike the
military uniform of the day as anything well could be,
the French officers made no attempt to instill into the
ranks of the militia any idea of drill and discipline
beyond such as was necessary to secure a fair show of
order while on the march. The employment as scouts
and skirmishers was congenial to the warlike race,
and they readily came forward whenever the war drum
sounded.

Sometimes the old French Canadian militia dressed
exactly like their Indian allies. Some of the Canadian
prisoners captured in affairs of outposts during Wolfe’s
siege of Quebec were naked, with their bodies daubed
with red and blue paint, and with bunches of painted
feathers in their hair. Aeccording to Parkman, they
were said to use the scalping knife as freely as the
Indians, in which respect they resembled the New
England Rangers.

The old French militia was, according to War-
burton, generally reviewed once or twice a year for
the inspection of their arms; that of Quebec was
frequently exercised, and the artillery company at-
tached thereto was very efficient.

During the Anglo-Indian Freneh war, says Rogers
in his “Rise of Canada,” in 1754 to be exact, when
the English American colonists had determined upon
the four expeditions against Crown Point, Niagara
and the French fortresses in Nova Scotia and on the
Ohio, the Marquis du Quesne, then Governor of
Canada, organized the militia of Quebec and Montreal ;
minutely inspected and disciplined the militia of the
seigniories, and atctahed considerable bodies of regular
artillery to every garrison. When the Marquis de
Vaudreuil de Cavagnae arrived in 1775 to succeed
du Quesne, he found all Canada in arms.

The TIrench governors undoubtedly appreciated



the value of the force, and when the last decisive
struggle was impending, at the close of the year 1758,
the Marquis de Vaudreuil issued a proclamation to the
officers of the Canadian militia to excite their zeal
and quicken their activity in preparations for resist-
ance. “Notwithstanding our glorious successes,” said
he, “the state of the colony is perilous. No time must
be lost in organizing our defence.” He then directed
that all the male inhabitants of the province, from
sixteen to sixty years of age, should be enrolled in the
militia, and should remain in readiness to march at a
moment’s notice. The Captains of militia faithfully
endeavoured to comply with these orders, but the
habitants showed some disinclination to leave their
farms. In many cases the levies, under the law of
universal conscription, were carried out to the letter,
sections of the country remained waste, and eventually
the country was involved in a state of absolute famine.

On the occasion of this last appeal of the Ireneh
governor there was really a magnificent respounse, for,
at the time of the conquest, according to British
official returns, the effective militiamen of the colony
numbered 20,433 men, divided among the military
districts as follows:—Quebeec, 64 companies or 7,976
men; Three Rivers, 19 companies, 1,115 men; Mont-
real, 87 companies, 7,331 men.

The “Troupes de la Marine,” which formed the
permanent military establishment of Canada, might
be described as forming a part temporarily of the Freneh
Colonial militia. Franeis Parkman,in his pre-eminently
interesting and accurate volumes “Montcalm and
Wolfe,” speaking of this force says:—“Though at-
tached to the naval department they served on land,
and were emploved as a police within the limits of
the colony, or as garrisons of the outlying forts, where
their officers busied themselves more with fur trading
than with their military duties. Thus they had
become ill-disciplined and inefficient, till the hard
hand of du Quesne restored them to order. They
originally consisted of twenty-cight independent com-
panies, inereased in 1750 to thirty companies, at first
of fifty, and afterwards of sixty-five men each, form-
ing a total of 1,950 rank and file. In March 1757, ten
more companies werc added. They wore white uni-
forms of similar pattern to the line regiments, but with
black facings.”

The colonies, in fact, were administered by the French
Department of Marine, which maintained an army of its
own, distinet from the Royal Army, for colonial service.
The officers of this service while on duty in Canada
signed themselves “Captain” or “Lieutenant,” as
the case may be, “of a company of the troops detached
from the Marine, in Canada.”
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And, now, as to the origin of the French Militia in
Canada. DPractically all of the first settlers, except
the priests, were soldiers, and equipped to do duty as
such.

Courage and self-sacrifice were required on behalf of
all concerned to maintain the little colony. Pestilence
and famine, the prowling savage, and the treacherous
courtier, combined to endanger the very existence of
the scttlements; but the brave colonists, undaunted,
worked out the salvation of themselves and of New
France. The annals of this heroic period of Canadian
history have a peculiar fascination for the reader.

The population of the eolony did not extend very
rapidly during its earliest years, but the geographical
bounds of its commercial activity increased tre-
mendously.  Although the population of New France,
as eompared with that of the English, Dutch and
Spanish colonies along the Atlantic seaboard, was
insignifiecant, the hardy pioneers of the colony on the
banks of the St. Lawrence pursued their explorations
completely around, and well beyond the spheres of in-
fluence of all rival colonies. New France had the
great advantage which Canada has to-day, of the
greatest inland waterway in the world, and so it came
that the Mississippi, the western prairies, and the
distant Rocky Mountains were discovered and first
explored by parties from this colony.

With the extension of the eolony a purely eommercial
element sprang up and developed, with other matters
to engage their attention than defence. The import-
ance of that question could not be overlooked by the
authorities, and we find as carly as 1627 the first legal
enactment imposing military responsibility on the
population at large. On the date mentioned an order
was issued that all the male inhabitants of Port Royal
(now Anuapolis, N.S.) were required to assist the
soldiers in garrison duty if needed. In 1648 mention
is made of the organization of some of the inhabitants
in Acadia and along the St. Lawrence into eompanies.

In 1649 the first call upon the inhabitants for actual
militia service appears to have been made. The whole
male population of the colony did not exceed 1,000
men, yet fifty men were ealled out and placed under
arms to assist in repelling one of the ever-recurring
Iroquois attacks. That same yecar 100 volunteers were
called out as a “camp volant” to patrol the country
between Montreal and Three Rivers, and this service
appears to have been maintained continuously until
1651. In 1653 was organized a sort of volunteer corps
of 63 men, known as the “Fraternité de la Trés Sainte
Vierge.” In 1664 the whole male population of Mont-
real able to bear arms was enrolled as voluntcers as a
precaution on account of threatened Indian troubles.



And similar precautions were doubtless taken in the
other settlements.

A strong military element was about this time
bodily incorporated in the population of Canada.
When the Marquis de Traey arrived to take over the
duties of Vieeroy in 1664, he brought with him as
settlers the then newly disbanded regiment of Carignan-
Salliéres, which had returned to France after fighting
the Turks in Hungary. These men, who had aided
in setting bounds to Mahomedan encroachment, were
admirably adapted for settlement in a country in which
constant fighting was going on with the Iroquois and
the English colonists, and when the regiment returned
to France in 1669 many of its officers and men remained
in Canada, and their descendants are here to this
day.

Much of the glory of the first campaigns against
the Iroquois belonged to the Canadian levies.

April 3rd, 1669, the King of France wrote M. De
Courcelles, Governor of New France, to organize all
the male inhabitants of Canada into companies in
order to teach them the use of arms. (Canadian
Archives.)

Between 1674 and 1676 Frontenac, the iron governor
of New Irance, thoroughly reorganized the militia,
giving that body the form it retained up to 1759-60, the
able-bodied men of each parish or ¢6té, forming a com-
pany of militia, “milices,” to be brigaded in time of
war only.

May 16, 1677, an Edict was issued creating the
office of “Prévéot” in Canada, and providing for six
“officiers d’archers,” to excente its ordinances and
decrees.

Although the internal organization was progressing,
the colonial officials felt the need of regular troops.

In 1679, M. de Frontenae, the Governor-General,
on account of trouble with the Iroquois and English,
wrote to the French government demanding re-inforee-
ments of troops.

In 1682, M. De La Barre, the then governor, again
appealed to the King for military aid to protect the
colony against the Iroquois. The same vear M. de
Meules, intendant, writing on the state of the colony
to the minister, complained that there were no guard
houses for the troops in Montreal and Three Rivers.
The following year de La Barre wrote another letter
to the King renewing his request for troops to make
war upon the Iroquois, and petitioned His Majesty
to award a commission in the navy to a son of M. de
Saurel, recently deceased. In those early days the
ambition of young Canadians to serve in the regular
armed forees of the Crown was very marked, and
many of them served in the French army and navy
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with  distinetion. November 12, 1707, M. de
Ramezay, Governor of Montreal, wrote the minister
thanking him for having appointed his son to a ecom-
mission in the Marine Guards. November 1st, 1711,
de Ramnczay wrote to Governor Vaudreuil requesting
a commission for his second son, his first having been
killed the year before in an expedition to Brazil.

April 10, 1684, the King wrote M. de La Barre that
200 soldiers had been sent from France to assist the
colony. The Governor had, meantime, made pre-
liminary arrangements for a punitive expedition
against the Iroquois, causing a number of friendly
Indians to assemble at Fort Trontenac (now King-
ston), and reviewing them April 17th. June 5th, the
reinforeenients from over the ocean not having arrived,
the Governor wrote to the minister praying that the
reinforcements asked for be sent or that he may be
permitted to resign and retwn to France. Meantime
de La Barre proceeded with his preparations for the
expedition, and assembled a force of Canadians and
Indians at Fort Frontenac and reviewed them there
August 14, 1684,

From this time forward drafts of the Canadian
militia were on almost constant service, and, according
to the reports of the commanding officers, acquitted
themselves with distinetion.

In 1684, a company of Canadian militia from Cap
Rouge, commanded by Captain Denis Joseph Juch-
creau de La Ferte, served in de La Barre’s expedition
against the Iroquois, and this same militia officer
serving with d’Iberville in the Hudson Bay in 1689,
at the head of a party of Canadian militia, eaptured
near Fort Nelson, the English governor of New Severn.

During this period there was almost constant trouble
with the Iroquois, and the governors and other officials
were firmly convineed that the Indians were instigated
by the English colonists. The Chevalier de Calli¢res,
Governor of the Island of Montreal, was so firmly
convineced of this that he submitted a scheme to the
minister for the eapture of New York, volunteering
to ecarry the schemne into execution himself chiefly with
militia. The proposition was favourably entertained
at Court, and instruetions as to its exeeution issued to
Count de Frontenae, who had returned to Quebec as
Governor-General.

In his reports to the minister on the suceessful
repulse at Quebece of the British Colonial fleet under
Admiral Phipps in 1690, de Frontenac gave great
credit to the Canadiaus, and suggested that as a reply
to Phipps’ expedition Boston be captured.

The drafting of so many of the inhabitants for
militia service eaused considerable trouble in the
colony, shortages of erops often resulting. To obviate



this danger constant demands were made for regular
troops.

In 1691, de Frontenac wrote the King -asking for
fresh regular troops, and September I5th, 1692, a
mentorial was despatched to the minister by de Iron-
tenac, and M. de Champigny, the Intendant, setting
forward the urgent need for a thousand soldiers.
Similar requests were made in 1693, and in October of
the last-named year, some reinforcements were re-
ceived. '

[n a letter dated November 10, 1695, to the minister,
de Champigny and de Frontenac spoke of having
despatched 700 men to Fort Frontenae, and highly
praised the Canadians operating with the Royal
troops. The following year the old governor left
Montreal on his chief punitive expedition at the head
of 2,200 men, a large proportion of them militia.

The war party sent to the Boston country under
command of d’Eschaillons and de Rouville in I708
was composed principally of Canadians.

October I8, 1708, M. Randot, Intendant, wrote to
the Minister with reference to salaries for Councillors,
Militia Captains, ete., the duties of the latter having
extended so considerably as to call for regular official
recognition. September 20, 1714, M. de Vaudreuil,
governor general, reported to the minister upon the
reorganization of the troops and militia.

In 1714, Governor de Vaudreuil forwarded a mem-
orandum to the Council of Marine on the danger to
(Canada in the event of war with England, in view of
the small number of inhabitants able to hear arms.
The same year he forwarded another memorandum
on the same subject to the Duke of Orleans, Regent
of the kingdom. He contrasted the small number
of the inhabitants of Canada fit to bear arms with
the large propo:tion of English colonists. He asked
that regulars be sent out, and steps taken to settle
and fortify the colony in every way.

It was fully realized by the officials of the colony
that each succeeding year placed New I'rance at an
increased military disadvantage compared with the
New England colonies, and every preeaution was taken
to make the most of what military resources the colony
possessed.

Governor de Vaudreuil, May 22, [725, wrote the
minister of Marine recommending that soldiers marry-
ing in Canada and settling here be allowed to retain
their muskets. This suggestion was apparently ad-
opted, and in September 28, 1726, M. De Beauharnois,
de Yaudrenil’s suceessor, recominended that muskets
be also given to old soldiers who had previously
married and settled in the colony. In a letter dated
Quebec, October 17, 1830, Hoequart, the Intendant,

wrote acknowledging the receipt of permission to
distribute muskets to discharged soldiers remaining
in the colony. October 20th, 1727, M. Dupuy, In-
tendant, wrote to the Minister of Marine that an in-
creased public expenditure had been ecaused by the
assembling of militia to be sent to Chouéguen.

In Quebee, the corps of militia artillery maintained
to assist the regular troops in the manipulation of the
big guns in that fortress, attained considerable dis-
tinetion for its efficiency, and an official statement
dated Quebee, October [, I728) contains the names
of the burgesses and citizens of Quebee who presented
themselves in order to learn the gun drill during the
years 1725, 1726 and 1727.

About this time the French Government impressed
with the comparatively rapid development of the
military resources of the EKnglish colonies, and pro-
bably anxious to avoid the constant demands of the
Canadian governors for regular troops, drew the
attention of the officials in the colonies to the desir-
ability of husbanding the local resources. How well
the situation was appreciated in I'rance is shown by
a document among the Dominion Archives. On the
24th of May, [728, De Maurepas, Minister of Marine,
writing to M. Dupuis, then Intendant of Canada,
wrote:—“The policy of the people of New England
being to labour at the thorough cultivation of their
farms and to push on their settlements little by little,
when it comes to a question of removing to a distance
they will not consent to do so, because the expense
would fall upon themselves. . .. . The settlers of
New I'rance are of a different mind. They always
want to push on, without troubling themselves about
the settlement of the interior, because they earn more
and are more independent when they are further away.
The result of this difference in the mode of proceeding
is, that their colonies are more densely peopled and
better established than ours.”

The exigencies of military service, however, made it
necessary to use the Canadian settlers on far distant
fields on militia service. When Celeron de Bienville,
June 15th, 1749, left Lachine on his cclebrated ex-
pedition to the Valley of the Ohio, he had 1o less than
{80 Canadian Militia with him, the rest of his foree,
exclusive of Indians, being 14 officers and cadets and
20 soldiers. This was about the ordinary proportion
of regulars and militia of the numerous hard-fighting
war parties of those years, for after the departure of
the Carignan regiment the regular garrisons did not
exceed in the aggregate 300 men, and they sere com-
manded by a Captain of Infantry. Six or seven extra
companies were sent to the colony, however, at
different times between 1684 and [713-7.

The militia system in New France appears to have



been in many respects in advance of that of the Mother
Country. “Les Milices Provinciales” of Old France
were auxiliary troops recruited upon emergency.
They comprised in principle all able-bodied men
between the ages of sixteen and forty, but exclusive
of the two first orders, the clergy and the nobility.
The lists, very arbitrary in practice, were drawn up
by the intendants. The King fixed by an ordinance
the number of men to be called out, and this number
was, in council, divided among the provinces. In each
province the intendant determined what contingent
was to be furnished by each community, and those
enrolled determined by lot who were to go with the
draft. The militia on being drawn were given three
franes, uniform and underclothing, the King charging
himself with the arms and equipment. The men so
drawn and equipped were cligible for service for ten
years, but they were not called out except in case of
war. During peace the regimental staffs (cadres)
only were maintained. This institution had its origin
in the militia of the Communes, and was first put into

effect by Louis XIV between 1688 and 1697, when a
temporary militia foree of 25000 men was maintained
in France. It became permanent in 1726 under the
administration of the Duke of Bourbon; but the first
drawing in Paris did not take place until March, 1743.
The militia of France in 1749 formed 40 regiments of two
battalions each, 13 of one, and 29 separate battalions.

The political government of Canada before the
conquest was very simple, if arbitrary, all power
practically residing in the Governor and Intendant,
the Council having little real power. Office, rank and
authority were divided among the gentry with due
degrees of subordination, the gentry being drawn into
still closer attachment to the governments of their
posts Dy commissions in the Provinecial (Les Troupes
de la Marine) and Royal troops. As a matter of fact
the seigneurs owed their titles and estates to past
military services, and their capacity for rendering
valuable aid in the defence of the colony. This is
clearly shown by the instruments creating the various
seignories.

14
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CHAPTER II
THE CHANGE OF FLAGS

AMritarRy RULE 1N

July 26th, 1758 ; Fort Niagara was captured

by the British foree under Brigadier General
Prideaux and Sir Wm. Johnson, July 25, 1759 ; the
first Battle of the Plains of Abraham was fought
September 13, the last named year, and Quebec
capitulated September 18.

The ehange of flags in Canada dates from the capitu-
lation of Montreal, September 8, 1760, when the
Marquis de Vaudreuil and General de Levis, submit-
ting to the inexorable logic of a vastly superior foree,
surrendered the French armies and the whole of New
France to General Ambherst.

When quitting Canada, de Vaudreuil paid this
homage to the Canadian people in a letter to the French
ministry:—“ With these beautiful and wvast eountries
Franee loses 70,000 inhabitants of a rare quality; a
raee of people unequalled for their doeility, bravery
and loyalty.”

That this tribute was richly deserved one has but to
study the history of the Old Regime to realize.

The militiamen of Montreal must have felt keen
pangs of regret when the Union Jack replaced the
Fleurs de Lys on the little citadel near the site of the
present Plaee Viger Station, the morning after the sign-
ing of the eapitulation. But they had been for years
growing disgusted at the rapaeity and raseality of many
of the French colonial officials and at the slights put
upon them by some of the regular officers.

The ordinary people, too, had suffered eon-
siderably in many cases from the overbearing

l OUISBURG, C.B., capitulated to General Amherst
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CanNapA.—THE FirsT BriTisg CANADIAN MIiLITIA.

conduct of the seigneurs, and consoled themselves
in the hour of the triumph of their hereditary
enemies by the hope that it might deliver them from
a species of petty tyranny which they knew did not exist
in the Iinglish colonies. There was a feeling, too, in the
colony that New France had been to a considerable ex-
tent left to its fate by the Mother Country. And
above all, to the war-scarred veterans of the militia
the proud conseiousness of having, during many
vears of most exacting service, done their whole duty,
robbed defeat of its bitterest sting. Though the
fortunes of war had been against them and Britain
had won their eountry, they had gained, at least, as
muech honour out of the prolonged econtest as their
conquerors’ many armies of eonceited and quarrelsome
colonials, and of contraet-raised, and poorly handled
“regular” regiments that had often suffered defeat at the
handsof the Canadian nilitia, and the white-eoated eolon-
1al troops and regulars of France before this day of final
defeat. To the rich harvest of imperishable glory
reaped by the devoted supporters of the cause of the
Bourbons during this, to them, disastrous eampaign,
the gallantry, the amazing hardihood and the pathetie
devotion of the Canadian militia fairly contributed
the lion’s share. There was no disgrace for sueh men
as these in the final defeat of the cause for whieh they
had so heroically and, for long, so suceessfully, fought.

When General Murray, in the spring of 1760 ascended
the St. Lawrence from Quebee, with his army, to par-
tieipate in the operations against Montreal, he received
the submission of the various parishes on his way,



the rural militiamen considering the country lost,
depositing their arms. No less than . 1,400 men of
the seigniory of Boucherville alone took the oath of
neutrality. Murray issued a proclamation that all
Canadians found in corps serving with the French
would be transported to Franee with the regular
troops,

A detachment of the British army entered Montreal

to take formal possession the day after the signing of
the eapitulation, and at Place D’Armes the regular
regiments of the garrison were drawn up and surren-
dered their arms. The British force at onee mounted
guards and posted sentries, and that night, for the first
time, knglish drums beat the sunset tattoo in the streets
of Montreal. The French regulars and offieials were
without any wnnecessary delay shipped home to France.
The Iinglish colonial troops with Amherst’s armies
were also returned to their homes,
t September 19th General Amherst instructed Colonel
Haldimand to assemble the militia of Montreal who
had served under the I'rench regime, at once, and order
them to give up their arms. That done, provided
they would take the oath of allegiance to the British
Crown, the arms would either be returned to them or
placed in an armory as might be determined. From
subsequent proceedings it appeared that the British
army authorities, who thus found themselves respon-
sible for the government of the newly acquired
colony, were anxious to aequaint themselves with
the personnel and spirit of the militia for the
purpose of enlisting their assistance in the civil
administration of the country. The administration
of justice and of public and communal affairs
generally, including sueh public works as roads,
bridges, ete. had under the old regime been in the hands
of the militia officers, and as these matters had to
be attended to by somebody, it was thought that, to
some extent, the old officials might safely be entrusted
with these duties, if they evineed any willingness to
act. On this point the British army officers appear
to have been perfeetly satisfied, for when General
Ambherst established his military governments in the
colony he made provision for several courts of justiee
composed of militia officers, who decided eases brought
before them in a summary way, with an appeal to a
court composed chiefly of officers of His Majesty’s
Army.

The mmilitary government established by Amherst
divided the country into three distriets— Quebec,
Montreal and Three Rivers. Over the first was placed
General James Murray, who was also to aet as Com-
mander in Chief. General Thomas Gage was the first
military governor of Montreal, and Colonel Ralph
Burton of Three Rivers.
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The three governors seem to have been left pretty
much to their own diseretion in earrying out the details
of their systems of administrations, but the various
governments were all of a military pattern, and to
some extent the services of the officers of the old
French militia were called into requisition to assist
in their accustomed capacities as the loeal admin-
istrators of the laws of the country, whieh, of course
remained in force pending the final disposition of
Canada by treaty.

In the government of Montreal the militia officers
found themselves re-instated in practically all their
former funections, if i fact their authority was not
inereased; but in Quebee, whether on account of that
district being the seat of the chief administration, or
that the population was not so well disposed towards
the new rulers, the militia appears to have been only
called upon to assist in the regulation of the statuory,
labour, the repairs of roads and bridges, ete.

Murray constituted a military eouneil for his distriet
(Quebee) composed of seven army officers, as judges
of the more important eivil and eriminal pleas. This
councit held bi-weekly sederunts. Murray reserved
to himself the jurisdietion, without power of appeal,
over other eases; or left them to the eare of military
subalierns in the country parts. Two prominent
French Canadians were appointed publie procurators
and legal commissaries before the military tribunal
of Quebee City: one being Jacques Belcourt de La-
fontaine, ex-member of the sovereign counetl, for the
country on the right bank of the St. Lawrence; the
other, Joseph Etienne Cugnet, seigneur of St. Etienne,
for that on the left side of the river.

At Three Rivers, almost the same arrangement was
made.

General Gage, in his district, (Montreal) authorized
the parochial militia eaptains to settle any differences
amongst the people according to their own diseretion,
but dissatisfied elients had a power of appeal to the
nearest British commandant or to himself.

An ordinance dated at Montreal, October 13, 1761,
set forth that “His Excelleney Thos. Gage, Governor
of Montreal and its dependencies, &e., &e., taking into
account the administration of justiee of his govern-
ment, and being desirous of rendering it more prompt
and less expensive to those obliged to resort thereto,
had seen fit to prepare the present ordinance and release
for the courts of justice of the government of Montreal.”

The government was divided for the administration
of justice into 5 districts. In each one there was to
assemble a court (Un corps d'Officiers de Miliee) on the
first and fifteenth of each month. These courts of
militia officers, were to be eomposed of not more than
seven, or less than five members, of which one should



hold the rank of captain, the senior to act as president.
The officers of militia of each district were summoned
to meet in their parishes on the 24th October, to make
arrangements for the whole of these courts, and to
prepare rosters of officers for duty therem. The town
of Montreal was set apart as a judicial distriet of its
own with 2 local Board of Officers o administrate the
laws. Irom these courts appeal was to be allowed
to three Boards of Officers of His Majesty’s Troops,
one to meet at Montreal the other at Verennes, and the
third at St. Sulpice, these Conrts of Appeal to sit on
the 20th of each month. From these courts a further
appeal to the Governor in person was provided for.

In the event of capital ecrimes, officers of militia
were authorized to arrest the eriminals and their
accomplices, and to conduct them under guard to
Montreal, the militia oflicers to furnish with each
prisoner an aecount of the crime and a list of witnesses.
In civil eases involving small amounts, not execeding
20 livres, all the officers of the militia were individually
granted authority to adjudicate with an appeal to,
and no further, than the militia eourts of the distriet.
Provision was made for the payment of the militia officers,
for all of these duties by a scale of fees, a treasurer to
be appointed for each court. The officers of militia
were speeially enjoined to maintain peace and order
within their respective districts.

October 17, 1761, the “Conseil des Capitaines de
Milice de Montreal” presented a memorial to the
Governor, in which they expressed their willingness
to administer justice gratuitously, as they had done
in the past, but requested, as a favor from His Lixcel-
lency, that they be exempted from the obligation to
billet troops in their domiciles. They requested that
six eords of wood be purchased to heat the chamber
in which their sittings were held, and that Mr. Panet,
their clerk, be eompensated for his services at the rate
of 30 “sols” for each sentence. Two militia sergeants
had been appointed to act as hailiffs and criers of the
court and a tariff of fees was asked for to provide for
their pay. These sergeants, it was also explained,
were not only made use of in the administration of
justice, but also for the district, for the supervision of
the statutory labour or *corvee.” This memorial,
which was signed R. Deconagne, was approved by the
Governor.

The placing of the administration of the law to such
an extent in the hands of the officers of the old I'rench
militia was elearly an honest attempt to place the
administration of the I'rench laws, the temporary
continuance of which had been promised to the Cana-
dian people at the capitulation of Montreal, m the
hands of those considered to be the best versed in
them. The commissions in the militia were generally
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held by the seigneurs and the other notabilities of their
respective distriets, and these persons were not merely
the Dbest educated but, often the most highly estecmed
nien in the country, and they had shown themselves to
be good soldiers. The vietorious officers,with that strong
professional regard which engenders a species of deep-
seated comradeship even between members of hostile
armies, naturally felt inelined to rely upon the honour
of brother soldiers, though late enemies, rather than
upon that of eivilians.

And it is gratifying to relate that this reliance upon
the honor of the officers of the Canadian militia at
this trying period of the mnational history was not
misplaced, although from this period doubtless dates
back the intimacy between the old noblesse and the
British offieials which resulted m the former class
exerting a preponderating, and not always just and
enlightened, influence upon the early years of British
civil government in Canada.

It is satisfactory to note that on retiring from the
governorship of Montreal, Gage forwarded a letter
to ** Messieurs, les Capitaines de la Chamb e de Milice de
Montreal,” dated Montreal, October 1763, in which he
wrote “] cannot help expressing the satisfaction that
1 have always derived from your conduet, during the
time I have had the honour to e your chief; and it
becomes my duty Defore leaving your country to tes-
tify as te my lively recognition of the services which
you have rendered to yvour king and country. Con-
tinue to do your duty in advancing the publie welfare,
and not only increase the good reputation you have
already acquired among your fellow countrymen,
but earn what you will eertainly not fail to receive,
the gratitude and protection of the king.”

The Treaty of Versailles ceding Canada to Britain
was signed in Iebruary, 1763, but not proclaimed in
Canada until the following May.  Oectober 7, the
same vear, a Royval Proclamation was issued providing
for the government of the new colony somewhat along
the lines of the prevailing system, but only so far as it
did not conflict with the laws of Great Britaim.

Three ve:v different opinions were entertained as
to the effeet of the Royal Proclamation of Oetober 7,
1763. There were those who argued that the proe-
lamation repealed all the existing laws and established
English laws in their places; others were of the opinion
that the Canadian laws remained unrepealed. They
argued that according to the spirit of English law,
upon the conquest of a civilized country, the laws
remain in force till the conquerors shall have expressly
ordained to the contrary. Others again thought that
the effeet of the proclamation and the resultant Acts
was to introduce the eriminal laws of England and to
confirm the Civil Law of Canada.



Brigadier General Burton, removed from Three
Rivers to replace General Gage as Governor at Montreal,
upon assuming his new government, issued a proc-
lamation announcing that all the orders for the regu-
lation, good order and police serviee in the government
would be maintained exactly as they had been institut-
ed under the administration of Major General Gage.
Special mention was made of the fact that “civil justice
would be administered by the militia and military
courts,” with the appeal as heretofore to the Governor.

When British civil government was proelaimed in
Canada, notice was given of the cancellation of the
existing French laws. For the time being, however,
failing the proclamation of new laws, many of the old
IFrench ones were continued in force in accordance
with the maxim already referred to.

So, many of the features of the military administration
continued for some time subsequently to the pro-
clamation of civil government. New laws to meet
all the existing local conditions could hardly be ex-
pected to be produced at once. The old population
of the colony, but more particularly the seigneurs
and gentry, who were in closest touch with the British
colonial officials, rather favored a continuation of the
military rule. Being a brave and military people,
immured to war and military discipline, they had
taken kindly to military rule as administered in
Canada by the British, but the gradually growing
British civilian population did not like it, and one
of the objects of the proclamation of 1763 was to
encourage a larger British immigration into the
provinee. ’

The proclamation may be said, broadly,to have es-
tablished in Canadathe English criminal law, but to have
recognized the ‘“ancient eustoms” and eivil laws of
New France. For the interpretation of these the
administration continued to avail themselves of the
services of some of the tribunals eomposed of militia
officers. At this time there was considerable un-
certainty as to the limitations of the two systems of
judicature, and there was much overlapping of systems
and many disputes as to procedure, ete. TFriction
arose, and more or less local ill-feelling was gradually
consolidated into a wave of national discontent. The
authorities found themselves too much occupied other-
wise to find time to draft a new militia law.

Not only were the militia officers and non-com-
missioned officers used for mere court duties at this
time, as some have assumed. The captains of militia
were looked to as responsible for the statute labour,
bridges, roads, ete., as in the days of the old regime.
This is clearly proved by many existing placards of
the time, one, for instance, issued by Governor Burton,
May 9, 1764, drawing attention to the necessity for
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the improvement of the roads and maintenance and
construction of bridges, ete. The principal clause of
the proclamation read as follows:—

“We expressly inform all the captains and officers
of the militia within the boundaries of this government
to take steps immediately on the posting of the present
placard, to see that the roads and bridges are repaired
and that the ditches are cleared out. Each officer of
militia in his distriet or parish will attend to this in the
customary manner, under penalty of arbitrary measures
being taken against the captains or other officers of
the parish militia who neglect to have the roads and
bridges in their district placed in a satisfactory order
by the time the inspection will be made, one month
after the issue of the present proclamation.”

To strengthen the hands of the militia officers a
certain number of arms were issued them for free
publie distribution, on loan, during good behaviour,
in order that the recipients might hunt and “keep
their hands in,” in case of emergency. It was doubt-
less felt that this would help to maintain the au-
thority of the militia officers who had been friendly
enough to the new authorities to take the Oath of
Allegiance. In one case the recipients of these arms
refused, insolently, to perform publie serviece in con-
nection with the military transport service, and an
order from the new governor of Three Rivers, Colonel
Fred. Haldimand, was issued to the militia captain
concerned to call in the arms.

The governors were not slow to avail themselves
of the advice of the militia officers. March 26th, 1764,
the captains of the Montreal militia drew the governor’s
attention to an interference which had been made with
customary practice, in a formal document.

Burton promptly accepted the explanation, and
ordered the obstacle complained of removed.

And now Britain was about to call upon her new
subjects in Canada for actual military service. The
mighty uprising of the western Indians, known as
Pontiac’s conspiracy, had broken out, and armaments
were preparing to suppress the uprising and relieve
the few English posts that still held out.

The British authorities recalled the splendid service
the Canadians had rendered the Trench armies as
bush fighters and voyageurs, and determined to avail
themselves of the service of a Canadian detaclinent.

Mareh 5, General James Murray, Governor of Quebec
and Commander-in-Chief, wrote to lLord Halifax that
he had made a requisition for 300 Canadians to serve
in the approaching campaign. He was strongly of
opinion that the whole number should and could be
raised Dby voluntarily enlistment, and hoped to be
able to prevent his neighbors, the Lieut.-Governors of
Montreal and Three Rivers, from putting the draft



into force. He had prepared proclamations setting
forth the terms of service, and he wished that all the
men should be raised according to them. One of
these proclamations as issued by Governor Haldimand
at Three Rivers, and addressed to “All the Captains
of Militia,” read as follows:—

“Sir:—

“Although [ have already verbally informed you
of the desire with which His Majesty is possessed of
ensuring the happiness of his subjects, and of the firm
resolution which he has taken to bring back to reason
some of the Indian Nations, whose evil spirit has
revealed itsclf through treason and violenee, and to
compel them to ensure the return of a paying trade
and peace so necessary to his peoples, I have deemed
it advisable to inform you that for this purpose the
Government has resolved upon adding five companies
of Canadians to the troops to be engaged in this service.
These companies will comprise 60 men each. Two
will be raised in the Government of Quebee, two in
that of Montreal and one in that of Three Rivers and
will be under the command of Canadian officers. Only
those who, of their own free will, are determined to
beecome subject of His Majesty will be enrolled in
these companies. In recognition of, and as a reward
for the good will of those who enroll themselves, there
will be given twelve dollars in money to each volunteer,
there will be distributed to them one coat, two pairs of
Indian mocassins and a pair of mitts; they will be
furnished with arms, munitions and supplies during
the whole time of the campaign. The pay for each
man will be six English pence per day, and they will be
accompanied by a priest to discharge the duties of his
ministry. The service of these volunteers will end
with the campaign, and after that each of them will
be at liberty to return home. Sueh a step indicates
in the Government confidence in the subjects of His
Majesty. We are in the right in expecting that they
will not only enroll readily, but will show great faith-
fulness to fulfill their engagements wherever they
may be placed by eircumstances and for the good of
the serviece. They should act as much through honour
and duty as through gratitude and through zecal in
their own interest. Pending the time when you may
be at liberty to publish this ordinanee at the church
door next Sunday, you will do all you ecan to render
it public, more especially among the young men, so
that they may be informed of all the conditions which
are offered them.”
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“Made and delivered at Three Rivers, under the
seal of our arms, on the 12th of March, 1764.

(Signed) “ F'rep. Havnpimaxp.”

April 18, 1764, Haldimand wrote that he had raised
the sixty men required as the quota from his govern-
ment for the Canadian corps. He met with a difficulty
inregard to volunteering, as the Canadians, accustomed
to be ordered out or drafted, feared that by volun-
teering and accepting the bounty, they would bhe
enlisted for life. They were at last econvineed, and
all the men required, voluntecred.

Ina letter from General Murray to Lord Halifax, April
24,1764, the Governor reported with apparent gratifica-
tion that the Canadian Corps had been raised and equip-
ped in fourteen days, and left Montreal for Oswego on the
sixth of that month.

This pioneer militia corps of the DBritish regime
in Canada was placed under the command of one
of the most eapable officers of the old Irench
service, Jean Baptiste Marie des Bergeres de Rigan-
ville, who was temporarily commissioned as Major.
This gentleman was born at Berthier-en-bas, Octo-
ber 28, 1726, and for distinguished service in the
Militia was rewarded with a commission in the
Troupes de la Marine. As one of the senior officers
of that hard fighting body of men, he partieipated
with marked distinction in the battle of Ste. Foye,
often spoken of as the second battle of the Plains of
Abraham, in the spring of 1760. He was especially
thanked for his services in connection with the sup-
pression of the Pontiac uprising, and was called to the
Legislative Council in 1775. The same year he formed
part of the heroic garrison of St.Johns, being wounded
and taken prisoner of war. While in prison at Bristol,
Penn., he succumbed to his wounds and exposure,
October 30, 1776, and was buried at Philadelphia.

The other officers of this corps were all men
who had distinguished themselves in the militia of the
French regime, such men as Antoine Jucherean Du-
chesnay, Saint Ange de Bellerive, Godefroy Baby
and many others whose names are familiar to the
readers of Canadian history. The service they per-
formed in conncetion with the expedition against
Pontiac and his Indians was of the most useful and
gallant kind, gaining the unstinted praise of the
commanding officers, and winning the eonfidenee and
esteem of their British comrades.
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CHAPTER III

SIR GUY CARLETON’S MILITIA AND VOLUNTEERS

HIS year 1766 saw a change in the administration

T of the old provinece of Quebee, General Murray,

the first Governor Gonera],'retiring in June and

being replaced by General Sir Guy Carleton, another

of Wolfe’s ofhicers, in September the same year. The

name of Carleton (later Lord Dorehester) is intimately
bound up with the history of the Canadian militia.

When the new governor arrived he found affairs in
a decidedly ecritical state. The uncertainty as to the
exaet applieation of the Royal Proeclamation of 1764
and the subsequent ordinances had ecaused nich
confusion in the administration of justice, and bitter
disputes between the English and French speaking
people. Loecal agitationsand ill-feeling were prevalent;
trouble between Great Britain and her older American
colonies was rapidly developing into revolution, and
while the agitators in New England were anxious to
induce the Ireneh Canadians to participate in their
movement, emissaries of the Freneh government were
also attempting to turn the Canadian people from
their newly sealed allegiance to DBritain.

At this juncture the fair and honourable treatment
of the Canadian people by the British during the first
few months of the new regime was repaid and with
interest, although a few months later it looked for a
time as though the generosity of the British had been
forgotten. It is interesting at this point to recall that
immediately after the conquest the distress to which
the Irench Canadian inhabitants had been reduced
was such as to render relief necessary, and in 1761 the
sum of 600 pounds sterling was raised by subseription
among the merehants and others, and each soldier
in the regular army gave one day's provisions monthly
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to relieve the immediate distress. Supplies were also
sent out from England for free distribution. Much of
the distress had arisen from the non-payment of the
obligations incurred by the Freneh Government,
settled for in paper money, of which large amounts
were outstanding at the cession, and whieh remaied
unpaid for several vears. The British authorities not
only made efforts to obtain payment for the new
subjeets from the Court of Franee, but also took steps
to warn the Canadians from disposing of their paper
money at a sacrifice to jobbers and speeulators.
The honourable attitude of the first military authori-
ties towards the Canadians is well illustrated in a letter
written to General Amherst by General Gage from
Moutreal, in 1762, in whieh the writer explained:
1 feel the highest satisfaction that I am able to mform
yvou that during my command in this government I
have made it my eonstant care and attention that the
Canadians should be treated agreecable to His Majesty’s
kind and humane intentions. No invasion on their
properties or msult to their persons has gone unpun-
ished. All reproaches on their subjection by the fate
of arms, revilings on their eustoms or country, and
all reflections on their religion have been discounten-
anced and forbid. No distinetion has been made be-
tween the Briton and Canadian, but they have been
equally regarded as subjects of the same Prince.
The soldiers live peaeceably with the inhabitants, and
they reciproeally aequire an affection for each other.
[ have, notwithstanding, made known His Majesty’s
pleasure on these particulars to the several commanders
of corps, that every individual may be aequainted
therewith, which will, no doubt, add the greatest



weight to the orders and directions which have been
alreadygiven. Andyoumay be assured that the troops,
who have ever shown the most ardent desire to advance
the interests of their Sovereign, and paid the most
exaet obedience to his commands, will vie with each
other in brotherly love and affection to the Canadians
over whom His Majesty has extended his royal favor
and protection.”—(Report on Canadian Archives for
1790, p. x1.)

The correspondence of all the governors at this time,
1o less than their actions, indicated the honest desire
to deal justly by the French Canadians. And so
much was this appreciated that some Canadians
of good familv who had gone to France after the eession
returned  to Canada, preferring to submit to the
British rule as administered in Canada than to remain
content with the unfulfilled promises of the I'rench
Government.

There is no doubt that there were those in authority
in Franee who from the beginning looked forward to
the future reconquest of Canada, and the Canadian
niilitary officers who returned to Franee were continued
on the pay-rolls at inereased rates of pay for some years,
the only apparent objeet being to retain their serviees
for use in future operations in Canada.

Being a thorough soldier, one of the first things that
impressed Carleton after his arrival was the defenceless
and dangerous condition of the colony, and before he
had been many months in Canada he addressed a
communieation to Lord Shelburne, of the British
Government, dated Quebee, 25th Nov., 1767—
(Dominion Archives Series Q, vol. 5—1, p. 260), in
which he clearly and in complete detail set forth the
actual position. After showing the poor state of
repair of the defences of Montreal and Quebee, Sir
Guy procecded to detail the foree available for the
colony’s defence, writing as follows:—*“The King’s
forces in this Provinee, supposing them complete to
the allowance, and all in perfect health, rank and file,
would amount to sixteen hundred and twenty-seven
men, the king’s old subjeets (of British or British
Colonial birth), supposing them all willing, might fur-
nish about five hundred men able to carry arms,
exelusive of his troops, that is supposing all the king’s
troops and old subjects eollected in Quebee, with two
months hard labor, they might put the works in a
tolerable state of repair, and would amount to about
one-third of the foreces necessary for its defence.

“The new subjects could send into the field about
ecighteen thousand men, well able to earry arms; of
which number, above one-half have already served,
with as much valour,with more zeal, and more military
knowledge for America than the regular troops of
France, that were joined with them.

“As the common people are greatly to be influenced
by their Seigneurs, I annex a return of the Noblesse of
Canada, showing with tolerable exaetness, their age,
rank, and present place of abode, together with sueh
natives of TFrance, as served in the eolony troops so
carly in life as to give them a knowledge of the country,
an aecquaintance and influence over the people, equal
to natives of the same rank; from whenee it appears
that there are in Franee, and in the Irench service,
about one hundred officers, all ready to be sent back,
in case of a war, to a ecountry they are intimately
acquainted with, and with the assistance of some
troops, to stir up a people accustomed to pay them
implieit obedience. It further shows there remain
in Canada not many more than seventy of those, who
ever had Dbeen in the Frenech serviee, not one of them
in the King’s service nor one who, from any motive
whatever, is induced to support his Government and
Dominion, gentlemen, who have lost their employ-
ments, at least, by becoming his subjeets, and as they
are not bound by any offices of trust or profit, we
should only deceive ourselves by supposing, they would
be active in the defence of a people, that has deprived
them of their honours, privileges, profits and laws,
and in their stead, have introduced mueh expense,
chicannery, and econfusion, with a deluge of new laws
unknown and unpublished. Therefore all ecircum-
stances considered, while matters eontinue in their
present state, the most we may hope for from the
gentlemen who remain in the provinee, is a passive
neutrality on all oceasions, with a respeetful sub-
mission to Government, and deference for the King's
Commission in whatever hand it may be lodged; this
they almost to a man have persevered in, sinee my
arrival, notwithstanding mueh pains have been taken,
to engage them in parties, by a few, whose duty, and
whose office should have taught them better. This
disposition the French minister seems to have foreseen,
as appears by orders caleulated to draw them from
Canada into TFrance, well knowing that such as re-
mained, were bound by duty and honour to do nothing
against their allegiance to the king, under whose
Government they live, whereas those who go to I'rance,
are to all intents and purposes officers in the I'rench
serviece, and liable to be sent on any serviee.

“TFor these reasons, I imagine, an ediet was pub-
lished in 1762 declaring, that notwithstanding the low
state of the king’s finanees, the salary of the captains of
the colony troops of Canada should be raised from four
hundred and fifty livres, the establishment at which
their pay was fixed at first, to six hundred livres a
year, to b2 paid quarterly, upon the footing of officers
in full pay, by the treasurer of the colonies, at the
quarters assigned them by his majesty in Touraine,



and that such of them, as did not repair thither,
should be struck off, the king’s intention being, that
the said officers should remain in that province, until
further orders, and not depart from thence without a
written leave from the Secretary of State for the
Marine Department.

“A few of these officers have been sent to the other
colonies, but the greater part still remain in Touraine,
and the arrears due to those who have remained any
time in this country, are punetually discharged, upon
their emigration from hence, and obedience to the
above mentioned injunetion.

“ By the Secretary of State’s letter, a certain quantity
of wine, duty free, is admitted to enter the towns,
where these Canadian officers quarter, for their use,
according to their several ranks.”

The summarics of the lists sent with this letter are
as follows:—

“Names of the roots of noble families in Canada
the titles of which are unquestionable, and whose
children and descendants have remained in the pro-
vinee since the conquest, viz.:—

“amilies whose titles of nobility are enregistered :—
Baron de Longueuil, title granted in 1700; Hertel,
Boucher, Louis Couillard De Beaumont, Aubert De La
Chesnay, Juchereau Duehesnay, ennobled in Canada.

“Families whose ancestors reccived the title of
esquire, in their commissions as officers:—Xavier De
Lanaudiere, De Langy, De Normanville, Duverger,
Denoyelle, Sabrevois De Bleury, Denys De la Ronde,
De Richarville, De Montigny, eame out in the regi-
ment of Carignan, the first that arrived in Canada,
about the year 1652 or 1653.

“Officers who were all necessarily gentlemen by
birth:—Daillebout, De La Corne, De Beaujeu, St.Ours
De Dechallion, De Varennes, Chabert de Jonquieres,
Desbergers De Rigauville, De La Valtrie, De Ganne,
Picote De Belestre, offiecrs in the colonial eorps.

Chaussegros De Lery, engineer in the colonial corps:
De Bonne, officer in the colonial service; De Vassal’
officer in the Queen’s regiment; De Salaberry, captain
in the Royal Navy.

“Families whose ancestors were councillors in the
superior council established in 1663, by act of the
Parliament of Paris, the provisions of which are cn-
registercd :—Damour Duchaufour, in 1663, first coun-
cillor; Villeray, Lepinay, La Durantaye, in 1670;
Chartier De Lotbinicre, 1680, first councillor; Hazeur
Delorme, 1700; Guillemin, 1715; De la Fontaine, 1730;
Taschereau, 1732.

“ Godefroi De Tonnaneour held the title of esquire,
by the king’s commission of lieutenant-general of the
district of Three Rivers.”

“French Noblesse in the Province of Quebee, Novem-
ber, 1767:—Captains having the Order of St. Louis, 9;
captain named in the Order but not invested, 1;
captains who have not the Order, 4; lieuts. having the
Order, 1; lieuts., 16; Ens., 20; officiers de réserve, 2;
cadets, 23; have never been in the service, 44; in the
upper country who have never been in the service, 6;
total, 126.

“French Canadian Noblesse in France, 1767:—
Grand Croix, 1; governors, lieut.-governors, majors,
aide majors, captains and lieut. of ships of war having
the Order of St. Louis, 26; aide major and eaptains
not having the Order, 6; licutenants, 12; ensigns, 19;
Canadian officers in actual service whose parents have
remained in Canada, 15; total, 79.

“Natives of Franee, who came over to Canada as
cadets, served and were preferred in the colony troops,
and are treated in Franee as Canadian officers:—
Captains not having the Croix of St. Louis, 7; had the
rank of eaptain in 1760, raised to that of lieut.-colonel
in France K. of St. Louis, 1; lieutenants, 7; was captain
in the colony troops at Mississippi, came to Canada in
1760, and is raised to the rank of colonel in the Spanish
service at Mississippi Kt. of St. Lows, 1; having had
civil employments, 5; officers of the port, 2.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 5-1, p. 269.)

1t appears that Carleton had already advised that
some steps be taken to give military employment to
the I'rench Canadian gentry, as a measure of relief,
as a means of securing their interest in the new regime,
and for the purpose of securing a valuable addition to
the forces of the erown. The raising of a regiment
officered by Freneh Canadians had Dbeen proposed,
and it had been also suggested that commissions in
the army might be given. But Carleton was met
with the reply that under the old laws upholding
Roman Catholie disability, the French Canadians,
being Roman Catholies, could not hold commissions
in the army.

However, Carleton persevered in his idea, and we
find in a letter to lord Hillsborough, preserved in the
Dominjon Archives, (Series Q, Vol. 5-2, p. 890), which
he wrote November 21st, 1768, in reply to some queries
regarding some treasonable correspondence supposed
to have been reeeived in Canada, the following obser-
vations on this same subject:—

“My Lord,—Sinee my arrival in this provinece, I
have not been able to make any discovery that induces
me to give credit to the paper of intelligence inclosed
in your Lordship’s letter of the 14th of May last; nor
do T think it probable the chiefs of their own free
notion in time of peace, dare assemble in numbers,
consult, and resolve on a revolt; or that an assembly
of military men should be so ignorant, as to faney



they could defend themselves by a few fireships only,
against any future attack from Great Britain, after
their experience in fifty nine.

“ Notwithstanding this,and their decent and respeet-
ful obedience to the king’s government hitherto, I
have not the least doubt of their secret attachments
to France, and think this will eontinue as long as they
are excluded from all employments under the British
government, and are certain of being reinstated, at
least in their former commissions, under that of France,
by which chiefly they supported themselves and families.

““When I reflect that France naturally has the affee-
tions of all the people; that, to make no mention of
fees of office and the vexations of the law, we have
done nothing to gain one man in the provinee by
making it his private interest to remain the king’s
subject ; and that the interests of many would be greatly
promoted by a revolution, I own my not having
discovered & treasonable correspondence. Never was
proof sufficient to convinee me it did not exist in some
degree, but T am ineclined to think, if such a message
has been sent, very few were entrusted with the secret.
Perhaps the Court of Franee, informed a year past by
Mons. de Chatelet, that the king proposed raising a
regiment of his new subjects, eaused this piece of
intelligence to be communicated, to ereate a jealousy
of the Canadians, and prevent a measure that might
fix their attachments to the British Government, and
probably, of those savages who have always acted
with them. However that be, on reeeiving this news
from Franee last spring, most of the Gentlemen in the
provinee applied to me, and begged to be admitted into
the king’s serviee, assuring me they would take every
opportunity to testify their zeal and gratitude for
so great a mark of favour and tenderness, extended,
not only to them, but to their posterity.

““When I eonsider further, that the king’s dominion
here is maintained but by a few troops, necessarily
dispersed, without a plaee of seeunrity for their maga-
zines, for their arms or for themselves; amidst a numer-
ous military people, (the Gentlemen, all officers of exper-
ience, poor, without hopes, that they or their descen-
dants will be admitted into the serviee of their present
sovereign), I can have no doubt that Franee, as soon
as determined to begin a war will attempt to regain
Canada, should it be intended only to make a diversion,
while it may reasonably be undertaken with little
hazard, should it fail, and where so much may be
gained should it succeed. But should Irance begin
a war in hopes the British Colonies will push matters
to extremities, and she adopts the projeet of supporting
them in their independent notions, Canada probably
will then become the prineipal scene, where the fate
of America may be determined. Affairs in this

situation, Canada in the hands of Franee would no
longer present itself as an enemy to the British eolonies,
but as an ally, a friend and a protector of their indepen-
dency.

“Your lordship must immediately pereeive the many
disadvantages Great Britain would labour under in a
war of this nature; and on the other hand, how greatly
Canada might forever support the British interests
on this continent—for it is not united in any common
principle, interest or wish with the other provinees
in opposition to the supreme seat of government—was
the king’s dominion over it only strengthened by a
citadel, which a few national troops might secure,
and the natives attached, by making it their interest,
to remain His subjeets.

““My letters to the Earl of Shelburne, Nos. 20, 23, 24,
25 and 26 contain more fullv my humble opinion of
the measures neeessary to obtain this desirable end,
eonvineed, that the affections of the Canadians, or
a great foree, is neeessary to secure this provinee in
time of war, or, at least till the marine of Franee is
thoroughly subdued. To those letters I refer your Lord-
ship for further particulars, and ani, with great regard
and esteem,

“Your Lordship’s
“ most obedient
““and most humble servant,

“GUY CARLETON.
“To the Earl of Hillsborough.”

The reply to this eommunication is interesting as
expressing the views held at eourt on the subject under
discussion :—

WHITEHALL, Jan. 4, 1769.

“Sir:—1 have received and laid before the king your
secret despateh of the 21st of November.

“The remarks vou make upon the state and temper
of His Majesty’s new subjeets will be of great utility
in the consideration of the measures now under deliber-
ation, and do evince both the propriety and
necessity of extending to that brave and faithful people
a reasonable participation in those establishments
which are to form the basis of the future government
of the eolony of Quebee, but I fear that from the spirit
of the laws of this kingdom, as well as from the general
prejudices of mankind, and the dispositions that appear
in all parties and factions to make every measure,
however well-considered and intended, the foundation
of clamour and opposition, it will hardly be praeticable
to extend such participation to the military line,
although, for my part, [ elearly seec and agree in opinion
with you that great advanatges might be dedueed



both to the colony and to the Mother Country, from
an establishment of that sort, under proper regulations.
® Kk k ok K x
“T am, &e.,
“HILLSBOROUGH.”

Carleton was anxious to properly organize the
sedentary militia, but found the law on this, as on
other subjects, confusing.

In December, 1767, some progress had been made in
preparing a summary of the laws of Canada as they
existed under the French regime and previous to the
establishment of eivil government in Canada, and
Carleton wrote to the colonial authorities in London
calling attention to the confusion which existed in
administering the laws since the Ordinance of 1764,
and recommending the repeal of that ordinance, leaving
the old Canadian laws almost entire.—(Dom. Archives
Report for 1890, p. xiii).

January 20, 1768, Carleton wrote to Lord Shel-
burne urging various means for impressing the new
subjects with attachment and zeal for the king’s
government, suggesting among other things that a
Canadian corps De raised and that offices in the king’s
service be bestowed upon them.

September 4, 1774, Governor Gage of Massachu-
setts, from Boston, forwarded to Quebee, for Carleton,
a suggestion that two regiments of Canadians be
raised for service in Massaclhusetts in view of the
unruly disposition of the people there. Carleton of
eourse eould not comply.

February 4, 1775, Carleton, at Quebec, wrote to
General Gage at Boston stating that the French
Canadians gencrally scemed pleased at the passage
of the Quebee Aet. The gentry were well disposed to
serve in regular corps but did “not relish commanding
a bare militia.”” The sudden dismissal of the Canadian
regiment raised in 1764, at the time of Pontiac’s eon-
spiracy, without gratuity or recompense to officers,
was still uppermost in their thoughts. As for the
peasantry, government had retained so little power,
that it would require time and discreet management
to reeall them to habits of ohedienec. To embody
them suddenly as militia and march them off to war,
“would give color to the language of the sons of sedition,
‘that it was the intention to rule over them with the
former despotism.”” He recommended raising a batta-
lion or two of Canadians, which would find employment
for and attach the gentry, giving them an influence
over the lower classes and seeuring the Indians.

Meantime some of the newly arrived English settlers,
most of them from the older American eolonies, and
some of the eivil offieials, a number of whom were
French Protestants or “Swiss,”’ and naturally not

favourably regarded by the inhabitants, were acting
in such an arbitrary or a greedy way as to cause dis-
affection among the high-spirited French population.
And the refractory and demoecratic spirit, which from
the date of the landing of the first settlers had existed
and been fostered by gross misgovernment, was
rapidly drifting on towards rebellion in New England
and the southern colonies. The whole patchwork
fabric of British Colonies in North America, with the
exeception of Nova Scotia and the Hudson Bay terri-
tory, appeared about ready to fall to pieces. All sorts
of tardy eoneiliatory measures, most of them most
absurdly devised, were taken by the home authorities.

In the hope of conciliating the French Canadians the
British Parliament in 1774 passed “the Quebec Act ”’
which extended the boundaries of the Provinee of
Quebec from Labrador to the Mississippi, and from the
Ohio to the watershed of Hudson Bay, abolished
Roman Catholic disability, confirmed the tithes to the
Catholie clergy, but exempted Protestants from pay-
ment, re-established the Ireneh civil code and the
seignorial tenure, confirmed the English eriminal code,
and vested authority in a governor and an appointed
council. This act, while received with gratification by
the Xrench Canadian seigneurs and clergy, greatly dis-
pleased the mass of the Freneh-Canadian people, the
English-speaking colonists in Canada, and the people
of the older English colonies. This act made no re-
ference to the militia.

The measure was founded on petitions and repre-
sentations of the Frenech noblesse; every clause of it
showed that the wishes of the British colonists in
Canada espeeially had been unjustly and contemp-
tuously rejected. Nor did the Bill reeognise the
wishes of the mass of the French Canadian people.

The Trench noblesse. of whom many, under the
Quebec Act, were received into the Council or ap-
pointed to executive offiees and the Roman Catholic
clergy, who were restored to the possession of their
estates and their tithes, aequiesced in the new form of
government, but by a large part of the British residents
it was detested, as at war with English liberties, and
subjecting them to arbitrary power.

The Act was unquestionably an honest attempt to
satisfy the French Canadians, but the mistake was
made of accepting altogether the representations of
the seigneurs and clergy, more particularly those of
the seigneurs. The latter class, by reason of their
superior soeial positions, not always an indieation of
sound judgment, of unselfish patriotism, of familiarity
with popular views or of knowledge of national require-
ments, were naturally throwninto eloser contact with the
first British colonial offieials than their fellow eountry-
men of less pretentious soeial status, but who were



better able to give expression to sound popular views
on public questions. The seigneurs appeared to have
succeeded in keeping from the ears of the British
administrators the truth as to the ill-feeling whieh had
been produced throughout the mass of the French
Canadians by the arbitrary, greedy, and often corrupt
conduet of many of the old seigneurs during the
French regime, for if the peasant of New Franee had
owed compulsory military service to the Kking, he also
had owed to the seignior erushing feudal obligation,
and this obligation was but too often most cruelly
exaeted. Even Carleton, whose advice had heen
sought in framing the Quebee Act, sagacious though
he was, and public spirited, failed to receive with due
diserimination the representations of the self-seeking
seigneurs, and in a letter written by Chief Justice Hay
to the Lord Chancellor in 1775, he pointed out that
Carleton had aeted very injudiciously in depending
so mueh upon the seigneurs. whose elation at the
supposed restoration of their old privileges had given
offence to their own people and to the English mer-
chants.

On the Ist of June, 1775, Congress passed a resolu-
tion setting forth “That, as this Congress has nothing
more in view than the defenec of these colonies, no
expedition or incursion ought to be undertaken or
made by any colony, or body of eolonists, against or
into Canada.’

The resolution was translated into Freneh, and
distributed throughout Canada. In the light of the
subsequent aetion of Congress, this resolution must
be regarded as an attempt to cheat either the Govern-
ment or people of Canada into a sense of sceurity, the
better to overrun and overwhelm them. Tor, on the
27th of June, Congress passed another resolution, in-
strueting General Schuyler to proceed without delay
to Ticonderoga. and. if he found it praeticable, *im-
mediately to take possession of St. John's and Mont-
real, and pursue any other measure in Canada whieh
might have a tendeney to promote the peace and
security of these colonies.”

These things did not escape the notice of Governor
Carleton one of the most praiseworthy military men
that ever governed a British dependeney; the man who
preserved Canada to the Empire. Carleton, on the
9th June, 1775, proclaimed that he had put the pro-
vinee under martial law; at the same time he called
out its militia, depending chiefly upon the scigneurs
for the enrollment.

The malign influence of the Quebee Act, now that
the fate of Canada was about to be placed in the balance
of war, was everywhere felt in disastrous disappoint-
ment.

The peasants believed that the Quebee Act revived
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those powers of Crown and noble which had been their
scourge and their horror in the Freneh period. An
opinion prevailed in the province, that the scigneurs,
by the tenure of their lands. owed military service to
the King of England. Further, that it was part of the
same tenure, that they should engage for the personal
service of all their vassals. It was also believed that,
as the Quebec Aet revived the laws and eustoms of
Canada, the seigneurs had a legal right, whenever the
king or his representative called on them, to eommand
the personal service of all their tenants.

The seigneur of Terrebonne. M. La Corne. was de-

puted by General Carleton to enrol his tenants. La
Corne took high ground with the peasants. He told

them that, by the tenure of their lands, he had a right
to eommand their military services. Their answer
was the most pregnant commentary on the conquest:
“They were now beeome subjects of England, and did
not look on themselves as Frenchmen in any respeet
whatever.” Then followed uproar.

M. la Corne struek some of those who spoke loudest;
this maddened the people. He was foreed to fly to
Montreal, threatening to bring hack two hundred
soldiers. The people armed themselves for resistanee,
determined to die rather than submit to the seigneur.
But the prudenee of Carleton soothed them. He
would not give La Corne soldiers; but sent with him an
English officer, a Capt. Hamilton. In reply to Hamil-
ton the people said: If Gen. Carleton requires our
serviees, let him give us English offieers to command us;
or if not, eommon soldiers, rather than those people”
(the scigneurs). The peasants only dispersed when
Hamilton promised that La Corne should come no
more among them.

A Mr. Deschambaud, son of a seigneur, went to his
father's estate on the River Richelicu, to raise the
tenants. He harangued them in an arbitrary strain.
They replied defiantly, e then drew his sword;
whereupon the people surrounded him, and beat him
severelv. The result of this ineident might have been
fraught with the very worst consequenees, had it not
been for the admirable tact of Carleton.

The peasants, fearing that it might go ill with them,
assembled to the number of three thousand at Tort
Chambly, and began to march to Fort St. John’s
to faee two regiments of regulars there, whom they
suspeeted  the governor would use against them.
Carleton promised to forgive them if they dispersed:
they did so, and he kept his word.

Mr.Cuthbert,aformer officerin the Britishregulararmy.,
seigneur of Berthier, madea peremptory demand on the
militaryservieeof histenants. They toldhimnota man of
them would follow him; and made an oath onthe publie
cross, at the place of mecting, that they would never



take up arms against the Americans; that if any one
of them offered to join the government, they would
burn his house and barn, and destroy his eattle; and
that, if Carleton attempted to compel them into the
service, they would repel force by foree. M. Lanaudiere,
seigneur of St. Anne’s went to Berthier to make the
attempt in which Cuthbert failed. The people seized
him, with seventeen of his companions, and held
warm deba‘es as to whether they should send him to
the American camp at St. John’s. Finally, on his pro-
mise to obtain for them the governor’s pardon, and
never again to come amongst them on a like errand,
he and his friends were set at liberty.

The main reason why the peasants—when aroused,
a determined and warlike race—refused to do military
service was, not that they disliked their new rulers,
but that they detested the new Bill. The men of
Berthier declared that if Governor Carleton would
promise, and affix the promise to the church door,
that he would do his best for the repeal of the Quebec
Bill, they were ready to defend the Province. They
said “that on a sudden, without any provoecation on
their part, they had been redueed to their former state
of slavery. They were told to regard the invaders
as cnemies. But then the invaders said that they
were not enemies but their best friends. The invaders
were now in arms for the defence of the peasants
from their oppressors; and made the repeal of the
Quebec Bill one of the conditions for laying down
their arms. (Maseres papers).

The conduct of the peasants drew out hints from
the government, that their refusal to obey the seigneurs
had justified the forfeiture of their lands, and that
suits at law would be taken to dispossess them. The
peasants adinitted that they had meurred forfeiture,
but were determined to hold possession of their lands
by force. Happily for Canada and Great Britain, the
soldier-statesman who governed the Provinee did not
allow any actions for forfeiture to be taken.

But it was not the peasants only to whom the
Quebec Act was a menace and a grievance. The men
of the towns held the measure in detestation. In
Montreal, the ecaptain of the French Canadian militia
declared to Carleton “that his compatriots would not
take arms as a militia unless His Excellency would
assure them, on his honour, that he would use his
utmost endeavours to get the Quebee Bill repealed.”
The governor thereupon gave the promise.

The government of Canada felt that it had, in all
justice and generosity, an irresistible eclaim on the
Roman Catholic Church in the Provinee. It invoked
the aid of the church to influence the peasants. But
the children closed their ecars against the advice of
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their mother, and steeled their hearts against her
entreaties. (Maseres).

After the conquest, the grand vicar and clergy of
Quebec, the sce being vacant by the death of its former
occupant, Mgr. Pontbriant, applied to the Captain
General, Murray, asking that their right to eleet should
be recognized. The governor transmitted the matter
to the home authorities, and recommended the granting
of the demand. In 1763 the law officers of the Crown
decided that the Penal Laws against the Roman
Catholies in the British Islands did not extend to the
colonics.  Accordingly, the Chapter of Quebec elected
as their bishop, M. de Montgolfier, Superior of the
Seminary of St. Sulpice, Montreal, a native of France
who had held himself aloof from the British. The
governor took exeeption to the nomination, and
M. Briand, a Breton by hirth, one of the canons and
Grand Vicar of Quebee,was designated for the vaeant
Episcopate. M. Briand was chosen. In the same
year, 1764, he visited London, and received, with the
consent of the Iing, his bulls on investiture from
Pope Clement XIII; and then repairing to Paris, was
there consecrated. To the Provinee of Quebec, which
had been without a bishop from 1760 to 1766, Mgr.
Briand returned in the latter year, a stipendiary of
the King of England to the extent of £200 sterling
annually. His aeceptance of the yearly pension, and
his subsequent administration, eontributed to his
unpopularity and lessened his influence. It seemed,
on his return to Canada, that he would exercise only
the milder and more beneficent duties of his high
office. In his reply to those who weleomed his arrival
he deprecated pomp and ceremony. He told them that
“he did not come into the provinee to be a bishop on
the same high footing as his predecessors in the time
of the Freneh Government; that he was ‘un simple
faiseur de prétres’—a mere ordainer of priests.”

Mgr. Briand, in 1775, at the instance of the Govern-
ment issued an encyclical letter to the French Canadian
people. In this epistle the bishop exhorted them to
take up arms for the Crown against the American
invaders. To those who obeved, he promised indul-
gences. Over the heads of those who should refuse,
he suspended the thunders of excommunication. The
reception accorded to the letter was another instance
of a phenomenon sometimes witnessed in history—
that when the political passions of men begin to boil,
the elements of religious kinship and obligation begin
to evaporate. The very quarrel then in progress
between Great Britain and her colonies was proof to
the point.

The people not only turned deaf ears to the in unctions
of the bishop, but expressed the opinion that his



action in the dispute was quite unsuitable to the
character of a Christian prelate, who ought to have
no eoncern in anything that involved the shedding
of blood. They even went further than this. They
assumed that Bishop Briand’s eonduct had been
influenced by the pension of £200 a year he received
from the King of England, and by the expectation
he had formed of a larger gratuity. The French
Canadians not only disobeyed their bishop, but went so
far as to lampoon him in more than thirty songs, which
were cireculated during the summer of 1775, (Maseres).

The situation Carleton had to face was eertainly a
perilous one. The army of oecupation in Canada,
owing to the exactions of the wars in Europe, had been
reduced to an insignificant foree. And aeeording to
Allison (History of Europe, ehap. xei), the whole military
foree of the empire did not amount to 20,000 men.
The whole population of Canada eonsisted of 90,000
souls, of whom perhaps 1,000 were Inglish speaking.
The population of the English colonies in revolt was
3,000,000.

The governor, realizing that it would be absolutely
impossible to raise a force under the old militia laws,
or under any sort of compulsion, deeided to do the
best he could with the few men—prineipally of the
seigneur class and retired British soldiers—who offered
their services as volunteers.

Here, perhaps, it might be explained, that although
the French Canadian peasants refused in so many
notable cases to serve in the militia, they showed
less practical sympathy with the Continentals than
did their neighbors of English speech, the larger pro-
portion of whom had drifted into Canada from the
older English colonies.

In an official list Carleton forwarded to England
of ““the principal persons settled in the province who
very zealously served the rebels in the winter of 1775
and 1776, and fled upon their leaving it” there does
not appear one Freneh Canadian name. The list in-
cluded 29 of Scottish, 21 of American, five of English
and one of Freneh (old Franee) birth.

Blood was shed at Lexington and Coneord in April,
1775, and a few days afterwards, Colonel Warner,
with a view, even at that early stage of affairs, of
preparing for an expedition into Canada, obtained the
mastery of Lake Champlain without any loss of men.
The first invasion of Canada after its passing under
British rule speedily followed. A detachment of
revolutionary troops under Bencdiet Arnold was
despatched down that old route of invasion—the
Riehelien River, and St. Johns, garrisoned by a ser-
geant and ten men, fell an easy prize about the end of
May.

A few days afterwards, June 10, this important

fortress was retaken by M. de Belestre at the head of
eighty Canadian volunteer militiamen raised in Mon-
treal and viecinity. The victory is one of great his-
torical interest as the first recorded feat of arms of a
force of Canadian militia fighting alone under the flag
of England.

De Belestre’s detachment included a goodly repre-
sentation of the blue-blood of New Franee, and several
old offiecers of the former French militia, as attested
by such names as the Chevalier de Belestre, de Lon-
gueuil, de Lotbinicre, de Rouville, de Boucherville,
de la Corne, de Labruiére, de St. Ours, Perthuis, Her-
vieux, Gamelin, de Montigny, d’Esehambault and
others.

For this service, General Carleton publicly thanked
them. In September of the same year, this party,
with the assistanee of a number of Quebee and Three
Rivers volunteers, viz : Messrs. de Montesson, Duches-
nay, de Rigouvill, de Salaberry, de Tonancour,
Beaubien, Demusseau, Moquin, Lamarque, Faucher
and others, started for St. Johns to reclieve a detach-
ment of the 7th and 26th regiments, then in charge of
the fort, and who expected a siege, but after being
beleaguered, the fort surrendered on the 2nd of Novem-
ber to General Montgomery. The Canadians and
soldiers were carried away prisoners of war, Congress
refusing to exehange the Canadians, “they being too
much attached to the English government and too
influential in their own country.” Two, Messrs.
de Montesson and de Rigouville, died prisoners of
war; de la Corne, Perthuis and Beaubien had been
killed during the siege; de Lotbiniére had an arm shot
off; de Salaberry was twice wounded. The garrison
under Preston made a gallant defense, successfully
withstanding a fierce assault delivered during a severe
storm.

June 26, Carleton wrote to Lord Dartmouth from
Montreal that with his best efforts he had only been
able to assemble 500 men at Chambly and St. Johns,
artillery included.

July 1st, Lord Dartmouth wrote from Whitehall,
authorizing Carleton to raise 3,000 men, either to act
separately, or in conjunetion with the regular troops,
as should be deemed most expedient. The arms and
clothing had been ordered, and the same pay would
be given to offieers and men as to the British regular
troops. July 24th, in consequence of despatches
received from Gage, Dartmouth again wrote ordering
Carleton to raise 6,000, instead of 3,000 men.

Carleton did evervthing he could to raise men, but
apart from the corps organized in the leading centres
of population, the number of militia recruits offering
was very small. The governor offered tempting
eonditions. For men who would volunteer for the war



for each wnmarried private he offered grants of 200
acres of land, married ones 250 acres, besides 50 more
for eaeh of the children; the land to be held free of all
imposts for 20 years. Yet these offers attracted few
reeruits.

Carleton desired to sueeor St. Johns by means of the
armed rural populations of the Montreal and Three
Rivers distriets, but nearly the whole militia of the
distriet of Three Rivers refused to march at the eom-
mand of the governor. Some few hundreds of rural
royalists, responding to the call to arms, assembled at
Montreal; but, perceiving that Carleton was dubious
of their fidelity, most of them returned to their homes.
The Chambly people joined a Continental detaclunent,
and aetually assisted in the eapture of the fort at that
place, but Carleton did not abandon hope of relieving
the Desieged garrison of St. Johns. The fort there
was only a poor affair, planking being the only shelter
afforded from the beseiger’s fire, although the fort was
the key of the frontier line of defence. Colonel Mae-
lean the commandant at Quebec led 300 of his
militiamen as far as St. Denis, where he expeeted to
he joined by Carleton with the Montreal militia, but
the govenror got no further than Longueuil, fearing
to disembark, as he learned that some of his men
contemplated joining the enemy. Maelean returned
to Sorel, where nearly all of his men, being gained over
by emissaries from the Chambly sympathisers, deserted
to the enemy. This desertion, coupled with the
inability of Carleton to rely upon his corps of 800
militia raised in the Montreal distriet, left Maclean
with no alternative but to retreat to Quebee, and after
a siege of 45 (1:Ly.<, Fort St. Johns, with its garrison of
500 men, surrendered.

September 25, an attempt was made to take Montreal
by surprise by Colonel Ethan Allen and Major Brown.
Allen with 110 men erossed to the Island of Montreal,
and was assured of assistanee from sympathisers in
the city, but was encountered and eaptured near
Longue Pomte by a foree of 60 regulars and 300 of
the town militia commanded by Major Carden, who
was mortally wounded in the ficht whieh took place
before the invaders surrendered.

At this time Montreal was a small place of 7,000 or
8,000 population and defended by a feeble and deeided-
ly dilapidated wall. At one place a pile of rubbish
was lying against the outside of the wall and reached
almost to the top of it. In another plaee some of
the citizens, in a delightful spirit of independenee,
had broken down a section of the wall to make a con-
venient entranee for the teams drawing wood into the
eity, thus saving a considerable detour to the nearest
gate. Military defeneex had not heen allowed to stand
in the way of business convenienee. There were rusty
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guns mounted in the little eitadel, but their carriages
were rotting away, aud there were but few gunners to
man them. The governor had barely enough regular
soldiers for the guard, and only a portion of the militia
eould be depended upon. The English-speaking mer-
chants were generally dissatisfied, espeeially some of
the leading ones, who had eome from the older linglish
colonies, and the people of the suburbs were practieally
friendly to the Continentals. This had been shown by
the refusal of the suburbanites to deliver up their
ladders to the garrison, the governor having deemed it a
wise preeaution, in view of the possibility of an attempt
by escalade, to have all ladders placed in the citadel.

November 12, 1775, when Montgomery’s army
erossed the St. Lawrenec to the Island of Montreal,
the energetic Carleton, made his escape by night in a
boat from the lower part of the town. Montgomery
simply had to mareh his men into the eity to take
possession. The Continental general explained to the
inhabitants that being defenceless they could not
stipulate terms, but he promised to respeet their
personal rights on condition that the keys of the publie
stores were turned over to him.

The possession of the public stores was no insig-
nificant matter, for Montgomery found himself badly
supplied with elothing, food and ammunition. As
he advanced further from his base the wants of his
army naturally beeame more acute. The campaigning
about Lake Champlain and the Richelicu had been
very rough and trying on equipment, and the Con-
tinental soldiers had been very glad to appropriate
and don the reserve uniforms of British troops they had
found in the military stores of St. Johns and Chambly.
And so it happened that when Montgomery and his
army entered Montreal by the Reeollet Gate on
November 13th, quite a number of the Continentals
wore searlet eoats. !

The story of the siege of Quebee by the Continentals
under Arnold and Montgomery belongs rather to the
pages of national history than to this volume.
On Deeember the 22nd, Carleton ordered 2all who
would not join in the defence of the eity to leave it
within four days. After their departure he found
himself supported by 300 regulars, 330 Anglo-Canadian
militia, 543 Freneh Canadians, 485 seamen and ma-
rines, and 120 artificers eapable of bearing arms. In
all 1,778 men.

A very important part was played in the repulse
of the combined assault on Quebee by the Canadian
militia. It was Captain Chabot, a militia oflieer,
who gave the command to fire which swept the head
of Montgomery’s assaulting column away and laid
the general himself low. A handful of Canadians
opposed Arnold’s column, holding their ground foot



by foot with great obstinacy. When the Continentals
planted their sealing ladders against the inner bar-
rieade on St. James Street, a town militiaman named
Charland, an intrepid and robust man, advaneed
amidst a shower o. balls, seized the ladders and drew
them inside the barrieade. This post was held by
Captain Dumas’ militia eompany, and its relief was
finally effected by Captain Mareoux’s eompany rein-
foreed by a few regulars. The elder Papineau (Joseph),
served as a volunteer in Captain Marecoux’s company.

About the middle of May, part of Arnold’s army,
whieh had retreated from before Quebee on the 6th,
arrived in Montreal. Reinforeements were eoming
to the Continentals via the Richelieu, but so were
British reinforeements, via the Atlantie. In June,
Arnold and the remnant of his and Montgomery’s
armies reached Montreal, Arnold establishing his
headquarters at the Chateau de Ramezay. He found
that but few Canadian sympathizers remained, for the
failures of the Continentals and the energy of the
British had a depressing effeet upon the disloyal, and
encouraged the French Canadian elergy and gentry to
make redoubled efforts to wean the mass of the people
from their temporary lapse of indifference.

The merehants of Montreal, and the Canadian
“habitants” as well, soon ceased to be indifferent.
They found the ill-provided, half-starved, and generally
mutinous Continentals very different from the well-
found and thoroughly disciplined troops of the British.
The Continentals, for want of money, seized goods
on promises to pay, and the promises were never
redeemed. The British paid for all the goods the
merehants eould spare, and for all the produce the far-
mers could supply, in good yellow gold. The Con-
tinental soldiers performed all kinds of arbitrary
and illegal acts, and their officers would not or dare
not bring them to book; while British soldiers charged
with offences against even the loeal Freneh colonial
ordinanees, the habitants remembered, had been
promptly arrested, and even handed over to ecourts
of whiech French Canadian militia officers offieiated
as judges, for trial.

I'rench Canadians, in several districts, took the
field against the Continentals.

Ogdensburg was still a British post, and fairly
strongly held, and Arnold feared that the commander
of the place might try a sudden dash upon Montreal
via the St. Lawrenee. To guard against such a con-
tingency he posted a considerable foree at the Cedar
Rapids, where any force descending the St. Lawrenee
would have to make a portage. Considerable con-
sternation and alarm was eaused in the Montreal
garrison when it beeame known that this party had
been attacked and eaptured by a party of French

Canadian militia, for the Frenech Canadians all through
the country were beeoming more and more unfriendly
and aggressively hostile.

A retirement of the Continental garrison of Montreal
was ordered without delay, and by June I6th the last
Continental soldier had erossed the river. The ad-
vance guard of a British force from Quebee marched
into the little eitadel, the Union Jaek was onee more
raised over Montreal, and there it has remained ever
sinee.

Onee the Continental troops evacuated Canada
there was no grave danger again during the war,
owing to the arrival of strong reinforeements from
England.

Between 1776 and 1783, Governor Carleton main-
tained three companies of Canadian militia, raised by
voluntatry enlistment, on a war footing, and he de-
tailed a certain number of non-eommissioned officers
from these companies as well as from the regular
regiments, to aet as instruetors of the sedentary
militia, who had been enrolled after the old Freneh
method.

As soon as the invaders had been expelled, Carleton
set himself to work to endeavor to place the militia
on a sound footing, but his time for some months was
largely taken up providing for the large force of re-
gular and MHessian troops sent to Canada to operate
against the revolting eolonies by way of Lake Cham-
plain and Lake George. He realized that the first
thing to do was to prepare and have passed a militia
ordinance elearly defining the authority of the govern-
ment and the duties to be imposed upon the people.

For various reasons he was led to favour the old
I'reneh laws and customs as the basis of the new
ordinanee rather than the English militia law. Militia
laws framed after the English model had been for
vears in existenee in most of the New England and
southern colonies and had proved most defective,
the generals ecommanding in the old Freneh wars
being never able to depend upon obtaining the levies
ordered from the various ecolonies.  Moreover, such
levies as did reach the eamps of mobilization were
often insubordinate and mutinous. and seldom amen-
able to ordinary diseipline.

On the other hand, the Irench militia laws and
usages had put praetically the whole male population
in the field upon emergeney, and kept them on service
in a useful state.

Carleton would naturally suppose, too, that the
(Canadians would prefer an ordinanee similar to those
to which they had been aecustomed, and of eourse the
seignorial influence about him would encourage him in
that view.

So it eame to pass that at the historical session of



the Legistative Couneil held at Quebec in 1777, among
the sixteen ordinances passed was one providing for
the regulation of the militia, based largely upon the
laws and practices which prevailed, or were supposed
to have prevailed, during the French regime. Crities
of the mecasure declared that the council was misled
by the over-zealous seigneurs who had seats at their
board, and charged that the mew militia ordinance
established for a common rule, obligations whieh were
in New France never imposed on the militiamen, ex-
cepting under extraordinary cireumstances, as when
public spirit and popular readiness with regard to
the defence of the colony execeded the demands of
the government. As a matter of fact the new ordin-
ance subjected the inhabitants to rigorous military
service, such as to bear armns beyoud Canada for an
indefinite time, to do vicariously, agricultural labour
for absentees serving in the army, ete.; all to be
gratuitously performed, under heavy penalties for
refusal or neglect. Provision was made for calling out
the militia for corvée or statute labour, a very im-
portant duty, particularly with the need of making
and keeping in repair the roads from Montreal to the
seene of aetive operationls on Lakes Champlain and
George and the Upper Hudson.

In a letter of Sir Guy Carleton to Lord George
Germaine, dated Quebee, 20th May, 1777, he wrote —
“Three hundred Caunadian niilitia are also to make
the ecampaign (Burgoyne’s via Lake George and the
Hudson), to be disposed of by Licut.-General Bur-
goyne, the same I had ordered while [ flattered myself
I should have the conduet of the war on the frontiers
of this provinee, whiel Canadians, with those necessary
for scouring the woods towards the New Bngland
provinees, and a great number which must be em-
ployed for the forwarding all things for those two
expeditions, ig, I think, in the first dawning of good
order and obedience, as much as ought, in prudence,
to be demanded from this unfortunate provinee.”

July 10, Carleton wrote Lord Germnaine that the
number of militia ealled out being insuflicient, en-
couragement was given to volunteers. St. Laue La
Corne, Lanaudiére and others assembled about 170
and joined the Western Indians under Campbell ;
those from the interior of the provinee were led by
Traser. A corvée of 500 men for Burgoyne had gone off
with a better grace than was expected. So soon as
the transport was finished the number should be in-
creased. He would do everything possible to assist
Burgoyne. Theseservices were a burden on the people;
and there were difficulties in the way of restoring the
old usages, especially as he had been deprived of sup-
port by the appointment of an inferior officer (Bur-
goyne) to the command of this army. There had been
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desertions among the armed militia foree, but two men
for each deserter had been ordered from the respective
parishes. He eneclosed the opinion of the new Attorney
General as to the legal proceedings in such cases. In
1775, he asked for no lawyer’s opinion, but, having
full confidenee in the judgment of the ministers then,
he took the steps that were necessary without waiting
for orders.

After the war the Canadian people appear to have
devoted some attention to the question of defence.
Considerable agitation arose against the militia laws
on account of the provisions imposing statute labour
upon the people, English and French being associated
in the agitation.

In the celebrated “Appeal” of Pierre du Calvet,
whose name figures so prominently in the history of
Montreal and the provinee of that time, published in
1784, was a suggestion that a permanent regiment
of two battalions be established in the province, with
the ultimate object of expanding this force to provide
for small detachments in each parish,to serve as an
example and point d’appui for the sedentary militia.
Du Calvet suggested that the chief officers should be
British, and discouraged the idea of recruiting from
the militia, as the Canadians were required for the
cultivation of the soil. Apparently his idea was that
the subalterns and non-commissioned officers should
be Canadians, the superior officers and privates,
British, the latter, probably, discharged men from the
army.

June 13th, 1787, Lord Dorchester (formerly Guy
Carleton) wrote to Lord Sydney announcing the pass-
ing by the Couneil of “ An Act to Regulate the Militia.”
The ordinance provided for detachments being em-
bodied for two years; Dorchester would have preferred
three. He expressed the hope that the ordinance
“would have the effect of curing the dangerous
supineness produced by the disuse of all militia service
to train up youth in discipline and obedience, and to
teach the people that the defence of the country is
their own immediate concern; and would provide for
many natives and residents of distinetion.”

The governor proceeded to explain that the corps
to be raised under this ordinance may be inecreased
as exigencies require, and always preserved complete.
He asked leave to embody three battalions, two of
Canadians and one of British or loyalists, on the
same plan as those existing in Fngland, except that
the colonel should have neither pay nor emolument.
The governor, in conchiding his communieation to
the 1ninister, wrote:—“If this measure cannot be
carried out in peace there is little hope of drawing
out the strength of the country in case of invasion.”

September 14th, the same year, Lord Sydney wrote



Dorchester that the proposal for the establishment
of a Canadian militia was approved of, and that cloth-
ing for the proposed battalions would be sent out
early i the spring.

Sir Guy Carleton later added two battalions raised in
Canada to the 60th Royal Americans, now the 60th
Royal Rifles. The two new battalions, according to
Mr. Sulte, were placed under the command of Colonel
Louis Joseph Fleury d’Eschambault, an officer in
H. M. 109th Regiment, whose father had been the
richest and one of the most patrio.ic men in New
I'rance before the change of flags. The two bat-
talions so raised served not ouly in Canada, but in
the Antilles, Jersey, Guernsey and elsewhere, but
being annoyed at being considered, for purposes of
promotion, ete., without the pale of the regular army,
the officers asked for disbandment, which was ac-

corded. o’

Early in 1788, Dorchester issued cireulars to the
lieut.-governors, the object being to show the people
the neeessity for standing forward in their own de-
fence. On the 9th of January he wrote Lord Sydney,
drawing attention to the want of small arms, and
recommending that 30,000 be sent, namely, 20,000 for
Quebee (old provinee, which practically included the
present provinee of Ontario), and 5,000 each for Nova
Scotia and New DBrunswick. He also urged the
despateh to Canada of strong reinforeements of re-
gulars,

September 25th, 1790, Lord Dorcheste - wrote from
Quebec to Mr. Grenvile that the prospect of a war
with Spain seemed a proper oceasion to call on each
of the Provinees for its own defence, so that the
troops might be united for general defence. General
orders respecting the militia had been ordered for
this provinece, and copies sent to Nova Scotia and
New DBrunswick for consideration. The governor
pointed out that corps formed from the militia were
the only reinforcements that could be had on a sudden
emergency. If a certain number of militia were
kept always embodied, one-half or one-third to be
discharged annually and replaced from the mass, it
would be the means of restoring habits of mi itary
service, and revive a spirit of national defence. It
was the wisest course to rely on the people for their
own defence.

. In 1791, the Constitutional Act was passed dividing
the old colony of Qucbec into two provinces, Upper
and Lower Canada; from which time, until the pass-
age of the Act of Union in 1842, the militias of Upper
and Lower Canada were distinct forees under separate
staffs and separate laws.

While the Constitutional Act was under discussion,
Lord Dorchester, the governor, urged upon the British
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government the importance of establishing “a res-
peetable militia.”” He wrote:—“To effect this in
Canada a law was passed in 1787, enabling the governor
to embody draughts to serve for two years in rotation,
under a permanent corps of officers. This measure
has not yet been earried into execution. It should
be extended to all the king’s colonies. Without it
the dominion of Great Britain on the continent of
America will always be precarious. A quantity of
small arms should also be deposited in the king’s
colonies for use of the militia in general in ecase of
emergency.”

To this Lord Grenville replied:—“It is conceived
that Lord Dorchester might be instructed to propose
a new law to the Legislature for embodying twosor
three battalions of militia, stating the time of serviee
to be for two or three years, and then to have fresh
ballots, and so to proceed as often as the militia is
called out at the end of every two or three years. This
would be an Act for a regular permanent militia. But
Query? Whether it would be necessary to keep the
same cmbodied more than a month or six weeks, in
every year, during which time only the men aid officers
are to be paid.

“The expense otherwise would be considerable.

“The other particulars mentioned by Lord Dor-
chester seem proper.

“It appears by the 5th suggestion that no steps
were taken to carry into execution the Militia Act
passed in Canada in 1787, and I am of opinion that
it might now be a proper measure to propose a per-
manent Militia Aet, which as far as local ecireum-
stances will admit of, should be in the general out-
lines of its formation in a great measure similar to our
own.

“The time of service I apprehend should not be
less than three nor more than five years, and then
each corps to De renewed by fresh ballots. But
neither the men nor officers should receive any pay
except during the time they remain embodied, sueh
titme not to be less than in every year and only
one-half of the militia to be called out. At the same
time there should be a provision to enable the governor,
at his discretion, to call the whole out at any time,
but not to keep them embodied longer than —— weeks
without the consent of the Legislature of the pro-
vinee.

“I will only add that the Aet for so important a
measure as the constituting of a permanent militia
should either be transmitted home {or His Majesty’s
assent or rather a copy of the Bill before its passage
thro’ the Provincial Legislature.

“It will be certainly necessary to deposit a pro-
portionable quantity of small arms within the pro-
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vinee, and it will be equally so that some coercive
mode should be adopted for their preservation, and
their regular and frequent production.”

The arrival of H. R. H. the Duke of IKent, father
of her late Majesty Queen Victoria, at Quebec in 1791,
as Colowel of the 7th Roval Fusiliers, (City of London
Regiment), 1s an event of some interest to the Canadian
militia.  During his sojourn in Quebee the Duke made
himself very agreeable with leading Freneh Canadian
families. and was instrumental in securing commis-

sions in the regular army for some dozen young I'rench
Canadians, several of whom have left their mark
on the militia foree and on national history. Among

these protégés of the Duke were four of the de Sala-
berry family, two of that of Juchereau-Duchesnay,
and two of that of Des Rivieres.

Meantime France had been passing through the
revolutionary period, and the long-threatened war
between the two inother eountries of the Canadian
people had broken out.

An example of Popular Interest in the South African Contingents.

Crowds at Quebee watching the Departure of the “Sardinian,” October 30th,
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CHAPTER 1V

THE UPPER CANADA MILITIA

Tae ORIGINAL ORGANIZATION UNDER GOVERNOR Simcor.—THE BriTisii MopkL oF THE Niw FORCE.—

Tur War orF 1812 axp THE REBELLION oF 1837-38.

Y the Constitutional Aet two provinces, “ Lower
B Canada” and “Upper Canada,” were created
out of what was left of the original Provinee
of Quebecafterthetreatyof peace with the United States.
To each provinee was left the regulation of its militia.
At the time of the cession the territory comprised
within the Provinee of Upper Canada was virtually a
wilderness. There were trading posts at a few places
and a respeetable frontier military post—or rather
its Tuins —at I'rontenac, now Kingston. Practically
there was no settlement and no militia.

Immediately succeeding the conquest there was a
small influx of immigration into the Upper Canadian
wilderness but it remained for the great upheaval
of the American Revolution to furnish the province
with her first settlement of any great account. The
story of the United Empire Lovalists, of their pathetic
and noble lovalty, of their sacrifices, their hardships,
and their settlement in what is now the Province of
Ontario, in the Eastern Townships of Quebec,and in New
Brunswick,isa part of the national history of this country
and a part which will never be forgotten by the people
of Canada.

By 1791, thanks largely to the settlemen* of the
United Empire Loyalists, the population of Upper
Canada had attained sueh dimensions as to give weight
to the expressed wish of the inhabitants, to whom the
Freneh laws and usages of the old the Province of Quebee
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were irksome, that they be accorded a separate govern-
ment, hence the Constitutional Act. In the light
of present development, the population of Upper
Canada at that time does not secem very considerable,
being only about twenty-five thousand, but it was a
population strongly imbued with pure patriotic prin-
ciples and high military spirit.

We are able to form some idea of the feelings of the
men of Upper Canada of that time from the knowledge
that the first business of the second session of the first
parliament of Upper Canada, March 31st, 1793, was
the passage of a Militia Act (33 George II1. Chap. 1).

Up to this time, according to section xxxiii of the
Constitutional Act (3Ist George ITI. Chap. xxxi) all
laws, statutes and ordinances which had been in force
in the original Province of Quebec continued to be
of the same force, authority and effect in the province
as if the Act in question had not been passed.

The original Upper Canada Militia Aet was drafted
by Governor Simeoe himself and provided for the
organization of the provineial militia on a system
very closely indeed approximating to that then existing
in IEngland. This English militia system had been the
development of many centuries of experience and
legislation, and a briel review of that development
is essential to a clear appreciation of the principles
which guided the original organizer of the provineial
militia of Upper Canada in his work.



The actual origin of the English militia is lost in
antiquity. The Roman invasion was stoutly resisted
by armed tribes resembling a militia and possessing
both organization and military ability.

Under the Anglo-Saxon kings of England. when the
question of defence against the Seots, the Welsh, and
particularly the Danes and other over-sea raiders,
was a very live one in lingland, all men were required
to bear arms as a sort of body-rent for the land they
held, but there was no special organization until
King Alfred’s reign. That wise sovereign about the
year 880, organized the iilitia or fyrd, making land
the basis of numbers, but the family system that of
discipline. So many families were a tything, ten
tythings a hundred, and hundreds were united into
county powers, each under its heretoga, leader, dux
or duke. Kach section of the community had not
only to furnish its quota in time of war, but also to
provide arms, keep them in repair, and train its men
or “general levy” for so many days every year.

Britain was not by any means, as often stated, the
home of the militia system. The most ancient national
military organization of which we have any authentic
record is the great military caste of Egypt, really a
national militia. The defensive force of Egypt at the
command of the Pharoahs of the Old Testament,
eighteen centuries before the Christian era, consisted
of the soldier-farmer caste, the men of which were
agriculturists in peace time; soldiers in time of war.

The occupancy and tillage o’ the soil imposed upon
them the obligation to military service, and each man
provided himself with his own arms and had to be in
readiness to serve when called upon. The old Lgyptian
armies chiefly depended upon the number and skill
of their arehers, who fought either on foot or in ehariots.
Scarcely any representations of Egyp ian cavalry are
found on_ the monuments, but frequent mention is
made in Holy writ of the horsemen of Egypt, as
accompanying Joseph, as pursuing the Isralites, and
as being thrown in the Red Sea.

But to return to the militia forec in Britain. After
the Norman conquest, A.D, 1066, the baronial troops
introdueed with the continental feudal system, rendered
the militia largely unnecessary, but it never ceased
wholly to exist, and when the period of contention
between the Crown and the barons began, the kings
found their most powerful instrument in the Saxon
militia.

It is after the Norman conquest that we first hear of
the “feudal levy” in addition to the “general levy”
of Saxon days, the distinetion between these forces
being that while obligation to serve in the latter rested
upon being a male, within certain limits of age, serviee in
the “feudal levy”” depended upon tenure of land under
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the king, as feudal lord. The general levy probably
constituted the larger part of the infantry, while the
feudal levy econsisted of knights, who. with their re-
tainers, mounted and a'med, were bound to attend
the king at their own expense.

Henry IT established in 1181 “an assize of arms,”
at which every holder of land was bound to produce
one or more men fully equipped and eapable of fighting
in the national defence. An Aet passed in the reign
ol Edward L (13 Edward I, cap. 16) decreed that
every freedman between the age of fifteen and sixty
was to be available to preserve peace within his county
or shire, and liable to serve elsewhere “upon the
coming of strange enemies into the realm.” During
the reigns of Mary and Elizabeth. the statutes bearing
upon the military obligations of subjeets were con-
solidated, and the Licutenants of Counties were con-
stituted as the agents of the Crown for the purpose
of effecting levies for the internal defence of the
country.

[n 1604, four years before Champlain founded
Quebee, James I. abolished the old Saxon “fyrd,”
and substituted “trained bands,” a force being estab-
lished numbering 160,000 men, partaking of the nature
both of volunteers and militia, but deficient in dis-
cipline and drill.

During the reign of Charles I. (1625 to 1648), fre-
quent disputes arose between the King and the Parlia-
ment as to the command of the “trained bands,”
and during a Parliamentary debate on this subjeet the
name militia appears to have been first given to the
trained bands. A Parliamentarian of the day, White-
locke, piously expressed his regret “that this great
word, this new word, ‘the militia,” this harsh word,”
had ever heen mtroduced in the House.

One of the first acts after the restoration, was one
to establish the militia on a constitutional hasis,
owners of property, by the Aect of 1662, being obliged
to furnish horses, horsemen, foot soldiers, and arms
In proportion to their property. The similarity of
this system and that of feudal days, when the nobility
were ecalled upon to supply their quota of retainers,
must strike any one. In 1757, the Iinglish militia,
having been several times called out in the meantime
on active service, a re-organization took place, and
the obligation to supply the men, horses, ete., was
transferred from the owners of property to the counties
and parishes, which had to provide fixed quotas.
Obligatory serviee by ballot was also introduced.
The period of serviee was for three years, the age
limits being 18 to 50, with certain exemptions. An
Act passed in 1758 was the first to officially recognize
volunteers as counting toward the quota.

It was in 1794, a year later than the passage of



Governor Simeoe’s Militia Aet, that Mr. Pitt passed
his bill “for the encouragement and diseipline’ of
the British volunteers, and made his historical appeal
to the “gentlemen and yeomanry” in each county,
and as a result of which the Feneible or Militia Cavalry
began to be called “ Volunteer Yeomanry Cavalry.”

Ireland and Seotland did not furnish any regular
militia until 1715 and 1797 respeetively, although in
Scotland, militia existed long before 1797, namely, in
Perthshire, in  1684. The Irish militia when first
raised, in 1715, was restricted to Protestants between
the ages of 16 and 60.

In accordance with his wish to follow, as far as
possible, the English militia system, Simcoe intro-
dueed by his first Militia Act into Upper Canada the
office of Licutenants of Counties, an office held in
England by gentlemen or noblemen of loyalty and
distinetion, as military deputies for the king, for the
government of the militia in their respeetive eounties.

On the division of the eounties or ridings, Simcoe
appointed a lieutenant in each whose duty was the
delimitation of the militia distriets, with a general
oversight and power or recommendation of officers
to the command of the militia force. Simeoe’s views
on this subject are found in a letter he wrote to Col.
Alex. MeKee on his appointment to the office of
Lieutenant of Essex County, as follows:—

“It may not be improper to observe that this high
office, under the constitution of Britain, is generally
conferred upon the persons who seem most respectable
to His Majesty’s Government, for their property, loyalty,
abilities, and discretion in their several counties, and
from a combination of such possessions and qualities,
aequire that weight, respeet, and public confidenee
which render them the natural support of constitutional
authority. If on the one hand this office has been at
all times bestowed by the Sovereign with the eirecum-
speetion and eaution due to the important trusts whieh
it involves, on the other it has been a prineipal object
of honourable ambition, which the British Constitution
approves, in the first men of the state, making a due
provision of power for that loeal aristocracy which
the experience of ages has approved necessary to the
balance and permanency of her inestimable form of
government.”

The office of Licutenant of Counties does not seem to
have suited the conditions of the new eountry, and it
did not last long. The grauting of ecommissions in
the militia was preferred to be vested direetly in the
Crown, without the intermediation of the Lieutenants
of Counties. In this only did Simcoes plan fail of
suceess. .

The governing principle of this first militia law,
and the principle has been retained ever since, was

practically universal liability to service. With certain
very natural limitations, the whole male population
between the ages of 16 and 50, composed the militia.
Every lad on attaining the age of sixteen was obliged
to enroll himself with the militia officer in charge of
the distriet under penalty,for negleet, of a fine of four
dollars. This first militia of Upper Canada was some-
thing more than a sedentary militia; though not mueh
more perhaps. The foree was divided into regiments
and eompanies, and every eompany had to be paraded
and inspected by its captain at least twice a year, a
serious enough obligation in those days, with the
difficult nieans of communication taken into eonsidera-
tion. Though there was no provision for pay for these
parades, the officer who absented himself was liable
to a fine of cight dollars, and the private to one of
two dollars for each offence.

There was no provision in this Act for the training
of the officers and non-commissioned officers, a most
obvious shorteoming for any praetical militia enaet-
ment, but it must be remembered that a goodly pro-
portion of the most influential settlers of Upper Canada,
from whom officers and mnon-eommissioned officers
would naturally be drawn, were men who had served
their king and country long and faithfully in the ranks of
regular or ecolonial regiments. The country at this
particular time had in faet all the trained officers it
was likely to require, and it must not be forgotten that
many of the more ordinary pioneer settlers of those
days, the men who would eompose the rank and
file of the infant militia foree, were also men who had
seen military service. In faet the whole male popula-
tion of those days, whether of any previous military exper-
ience or not, werewell qualified by the very nature of their
pioneer existence to play the part of soldiers, upon
emergeney, well and usefully. So the brave old Sim-
coe’s militia Act was well devised for the particular
oceasion upon which it was required, although under
existing conditions it would have been absolutely
worthless. In fact it was not long before the rapidly
changing conditions of the country, aud the equally
rapid changes in the character of the population, made
radical amendments absolutely necessary.

The first enrollment under this Act produced a foree
of 4,213. The result appears to have fallen short of
expectations, and in the following year (1794) the
Militia Aet of Upper Canada was amended so as to
make men up to sixty years of age eligible for the militia,
and the scope of the foree was at the same time ex-
tended, the militiamen becoming liable for serviee
on the war vessels on the lakes.

This was a stirring time for I[Surope, and also for
Canada. The Freneh revolution, with its excesses
and upheavals, affeeted the whole world. Continental



Europe stood aghast; Iingland girded up her loins
for the inevitable conflict.

In 1793, Genest, the Ambassador of the Irench
Directory in the United States, began to fit out private-
ers against DBritish commerce. The anti-federalists
(or Democrats) encouraged him, and when IFrance
declared war upon Britain they urged that the United
States should enter into alliance with the new Freneh
republic in return for the assistance France had given
during the Revolutionary War.  George Washington, at
this time in his second term as President of the United
States, requested the French Government to recall
renest, and the request was complied with. The war
fever he was fostering subsided considerably upon the
recall of the French agitator, but while it lasted it
caused considerable exeitement in Canada, particularly
in the infant Province of Upper Canada, which con-
sidered itself, as it were, between two fires—the zealous
hatred of the tyrannical demoeracy of the United States
on the one hand, and the, to them, questionable fdelity
of the French-Canadians of Lower Canada on the other.

And there remained after the recall of Genest other
causes for threatening agitations and war talk in the
United States. The western Indians were firm in
their demands that the United States withdraw from
the country north of the Ohio, and, of course, the
United States would do nothing of the kind. It was
claimed that the obstinacy of the Indians was due to
British interference, based upon a desire to keep the
Indian country under the British flag. The retention
of Detroit and the western posts was pointed to as
proof of Britain’s determination to keep the United
States hemmed in to the westward. Britain had no
such designs, for she repeatedly called upon the
government of the United States to do its part towards
fulfilling the articles of the treaty of peace of 1783
with respect to the confiscated property of the expelled
loyalists and the debts due them, promising that as
soon as that was done the British troops would be
withdrawn from the western posts. The out-and-out
demoerats agitated, “talked war” and urged the
conquest of Canada. Probably only the great
personal influence of George Washington preserved
peace at this juncture. Jefferson, Madison, and the
whole of their party were wholly in sympathy with
the French revolution, and adopted even the extra-
vagant dress and symbols of the Sans-Culottes of Paris.

The anxiety naturally ercated in the minds of the
Upper Canadians by this agitation for war in the
United States was inercased by a scheme for the
invasion of Canada from Lonisiana by Irench,
Spanish and Indian forces via the Mississippi and
Michigan. The project never materialized, as President
Washington, much to the indignation of Jefferson,
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Madison and the Demoerats, refused to allow a Franco-
Spanish army to traverse United States territory to
attack the colony of a friendly power.

It was under these circumstances that the Militia
Act of 1794 was passed with a view to making the
Upper Canada militia more efficient. Heretofore the
militiamen had been expected to provide their own
arms,

During this year there was a considerable distribu-
tion of arms throughout the provinee at the publie
expense. A general Indian war had been in progress
n the western part of the United States, and General
Wayne, after defeating the Shawnees with great
slaughter, declared his intention to attack Detroit
and the other British posts in the west. It was as
much as Washington and his government could do
to persuade the general from carrying out his threat.

Governor Simcoe, while this invasion was threaten-
ing, acting on instructions from Lord Dorchester, the
Governor-General, quietly called out 600 of the new
Upper Canadian militia for aetive service. Two
hundred of these men were placed in garrison at
Detroit, still held by Britain, the remaining four hun-
dred being disposed along the Niagara frontier.

This foree remained on duty until the signing of the
treaty concluded by John Jay, Washington’s special
ambassador, and Lord Grenville, in 1794.

This same year of anxiety and threatened invasions
(1794) also saw the organization of the Royal Canadian
Volunteer Regiment, the first battalion of which was
recruited exclusively in Lower Canada: the second
battalion of nine companies drawing some of its officers
and reeruits from Lower Canada, and the rest from
the Upper Provinee, chiefly from among the United
Empire Loyalists of Glengarry. This regiment proved
the training school for many of the best militia officers
of 1812,

After the American Revolution, the distriet which
now forms the Counties of Stormont, Dundas and
Glengarry, was set aside as one of the places of settle-
ment for the United Empire Loyalists, expelled from
thelr homes in the United States. A large majority
of the United Empire Loyalists who went to the
distriet were Secottish Highlanders, descendants of
men who, after Culloden had been transported to the
southern plantations in the Carolinas and Georgias.
During the brief peace of 1802, among other veteran
regiments  which had fought against the I ench,
disbanded, was the ‘Glengarry Regiment” of Roman
Catholic Highlanders, raised by the Rev. Tather
Alexander MeDonnell, of Glen Urquhart, who, as the
regiment’s chaplain, accompanied it on its campaigns.
On its disbandment he obtained aid from the British
Government to transport the men to Canada, and he



accompanied them, joining the Highlander loyalists
from the Southern States in the Glengarry Distriet.
The brave chaplain to the Glengarry Regiment rose
to the Episcopate and died, universally beloved,
Bishop of Kingston.

Under Governor Simcoe’s militia laws, each eounty
has its own militia regiment looking formidable enough
on paper by reason of the lists of full complements of
officers, but the ranks cannot have been very full,
for there were not at this time more than 12,000 white
people, men, women and children, in the whole of
Upper Canada.

In 1801 the Militia Act was amended to a trifling
extent, but the change was not productive of much
good.

By 1805, with Britain, fighting on in her old grim way
in Europe, almost isolated, with Canada practically
denuded of regular troops, and with the spirit of
hostility developing apace in the United States, the
question of national defence had again assumed serious
importance. The militia were especially warned to
hold themselves in readiness, and some 4,000 stands
of arms were distributed among them. A return of
the militia showed that there were 652 officers and
7,947 non-commissioned officers and men enrolled,
but also revealed the disquieting fact that of the whole
number only 200 had received any training for several
years.

During 1807 one fifth of the whole militia of the
sister Province of Lower Canada was called out em-
bodied, and trained. November 26, the same year,
Governor Gore of Upper Canada issued a eireular to
Lieutenants of Counties directing them to ca’l out the
militia, and by volunteers or by ballot, to formx de-
tachments of one-quarter of the whole, which after
heing inspeeted and dismissed, were to be held in
readiness to assemble at an hour’s notiee.

In 1808, at the fourth session of the fourth Parlia-
ment of Upper Canada, all of the existing Acts, relative
to the militia were repealed their provisions. with some
vitally important amendments, being consolidated into
one comprehensive Act (Chap. 48, George 111), which
received the assent of Lieutenant-Governor Gore,
March 16th, 180S.

The new Aect provided for mueh more organization
within the militia, and enabled the Governor to mareh
the militia out of the province to the assistance of
Lower Canada when invaded or in a state of insurrec-
tion, or in pursuit of an enemy *‘ who may have invaded
this Provinee, and also for the destruetion of any vessels
built or building, or any depot or magazine formed
or forming, or for the attack of an enemy who may be
embodying or mareching for the purpose of invading
this provinee, or for the attack of any fortification now

erected or which may be hereafter erected to cover
the invasion thereof.” :

Among the provisions of this important Act were the
following :—Oflicers in the regular army were given
precedence over militia officers.  Each distriet was to
have its regiment, and ecach company its own limits.
The limits of age were fixed at 16 to 60, those between
50 and 60 being exempted, except in ease of emergency.
There was an annual muster day, a mere formal, per-
sonal enrollment, and the man absenting himself was
liable to a penalty of a fine of two dollars. The Aect
still adhered to the original Saxon ilitia rule as to
armanent, providing as follows:—“Each militiaman,
after enrollment, shall within six months after such
enrollment provide himself with a good and efficient
musket, fusil, rifle or gun, with at least such six rounds
of powder and ball”” For failure to comply with
this law he was liable to a fine of five shillings in
peace time, and a larger one in war time, unless exeused
by his eommanding officer.

Training was aimed at, but in a very modest and
imperfeet manner. The law obliged eaptains to call
out their companies not less than twice nor oftener
than four times each year for arm inspection and
training.

One clause of the Aect, the 31st, authorized the
formation of troops of eavalry in the various regimen-
tal districts, and it was under this clause that fourteen
vears later the original troop of the present Governor-
General’s Body Guard, Toronto, was firsf raised.

On the whole, this Act imposed serious obligations
upon the male population of Upper Canada, and in
view of the readiness with which they submitted to
s0 many exacting terms of service it is diffieult to
understand how the United States politicians succceded
in inducing themselves to believe that they had but to
“send a flag and a proclamation” to Canada to eapture
the eountry. They found their mistake in due eourse
of time.

At the session of IS11 a bill was passed providing for
the raising and training of the Upper Canada militia,
and on the 30th of September of the same year Lieu-
tenant-Governor Franeis Gore resigned the government
of Upper Canada into the hands of Major General
Isaac Broek, formerly eommandant of the garrison of
Quebee, and of the British troops in Canada.

The parliament of Upper Canada in 1812 voted
5,000 pounds sterling for the training of the provineial
militia. The population of the provinee was small
compared with the older provinee, and its revenue
comparatively insignificant. At the close of the war
the whole population of Upper Canada did not quite
number 84,000 souls. This makes the suceessful
defence of the country, considering the small number



of regular troops in the province, all the more remark-
able.

On the breaking out of hostilities with the United
States in 1812 the regular foree in Upper Canada
amounted to barely 1,500 men, ineluding seamen, as
under:— 41st Regiment, 900: I0th Veterans, 250;
Newfoundland Regiment, 250; Royal Artillery, 50;
Provineial Seamen, 50; total, 1,500.

This force had to oceupy the forts St. Joseph, Am-
herstburg, and Chippawa, Fort Erie and Fort George,
—and York and Kingston—to maintain the superiority
on the lakes; to preserve the comnmunieation and
escort convoys between Coteau du Lae and Kingston;
and to de’end an assailable frontier of nearly 800 miles,
reckoning from the eonfines of Lower Canada to
Ambherstburg.

At this eritieal juneture in its history, Upper Canada
had a tower of strength in its active and elever governor,
General Isaae Broek.  While in eommand for several
yvears of the garrison in Quebee Broek had evineed an
intelligent interest in the defenee of the Upper Provinee.

As commander of the troops in Canada at the time,
on October 6 1807, Colonel Broek was written to at
Quebee by Lieutenant Governor Sir Frameis Gore
as follows:—

“I must again beg leave to direet your attention to
the present situation of our militia, being almost
without arms, and I eonsider it to be my duty to eall
upon you for a further supply, and that this supply
may be forwarded to Upper Canada in the most
expeditious manner. If the militia were properly
armed, I then might be enabled to assist the Lower
Provinee.”

A marginal note in peneil showed that Broek had 4,000
stand of arms forwarded at onee to York.

February 12th, 1807, Colonel Broeck wrote from
Quebee to the Right Hon. W. Windham of the British
government, as follows:—

Quusec, February 12, 1807.

I have the honour to transmit for your consideration
a proposal of Lieut.-Colonel John M’Donald, late of
the Royal Canadian Volunteers, for raising a ecorps
among the Scotch settlers in the county of Glengarry,
Upper Canada.

When it is eonsidered that both the Canadas furnish
only two hundred militia who are trained to arms, the
advantages to be derived from such an establishment
must appear very evident.

The military foree in this eountry is very small, and
were it possible to ecolleet it in time to oppose any
sertous attempt upon Quebee, the only tenable post,
the number would of itself be insufficient to ensure a
vigorous defence.

This eorps, being stationed on the eonfines of the *Afterwards R.C. Bishop of Regiopolis, in Upper Canada.

38

Lower Provinee, would be always immediately and
essentially useful in checking any seditious disposition
which the wavering sentiments of a large population
in the Montreal distriet might at any time manifest.
In the event of invasion, or other emergeney, this
force could be easily and expeditiously transported by
water to Quebee.

The extent of the country whieh these settlers oceupy
would make the permanent establishinent of the staff
and one sergeant in each company very advisable.
1 shall not presume to say how far the claims of the
field officers to the same indulgence are reasonable
and expedient.

In regard to the Rev. Alexander M’Donald, * I beg
leave to observe, that the men being all Catholies, it
may be deemed a prudent measure to appoint him
chaplain. His zeal and attaehment to government
were strongly evinced whilst filling the office of chap-
lain to the Glengarry Fencibles, during the rebellion
in Ireland, and were graciously acknowledged by His
Royal Highness the commander-in-chief.

His influence over the men is deservedly great, and
I have every reason to believe that the corps, by his
exertions, would Dbe soon ecompleted, and hereafter
beeome a nursery, from which the army might draw a
number of hardy reeruits.

The original proposal was not entertained, but
November 21, 1811, Colonel Baynes writing to Major
General Broek at York, from Quebee, stated:—“ Gover-
nor Gore has revived the formation of the Glengarry
Feneibles, and I have shown Sir George Prevost what
passed on a former oceasion. 1 hope the latter will
be able to provide for his sehool-fellow, Major General
Sheaffe, and he expresses himself very anxious to do so.

December 12, the same year Colonel Baynes wrote to
Major-General Brock, from Quebee, as follows:—
(Offieial)

“l am directed to transmit herewith a copy of
proposals for raising a corps of Glengarry Fencibles.
The commander of the forces has selected an officer
of the king’s regiment, a Captain George M’ Donnell,
an avowed Catholie, and a relation of the Glengarry
priest of that name, to attempt the formation of a
small battalion, to be in the first instanee under his
command with the rank of major; and in ease a more
respeetable body ean be eolleeted, a licutenant colonel
commandant will be appointed. Captain M’ Donnell
will leave this in a few days, and he will be directed to
take an early opportunity of communieating with you
as soon as he has felt his ground a little in Glengarry,
and is able to form a eorreet idea of the prospeet and
extent of sueeess that is likely to attend his exertions.




“I shall have the honor of sending you by the next
post a regulation for the payment of elergymen per-
forming religious duties for the troops at the different
stations in Canada. The officiating elergyman at York
will receive the garrison allowanee of a eaptain, together
with a salary of 70 pounds army sterling per annum.
(Private)

“Sir George will fill up the new Glengarry corps with
as many offieers as he can from the line, with permanent
rank, and I have availed myself of the opportunity to
propose omne, in whose advaneement I know you feel
an interest. He has allowed me to note Licutenant
Shaw, of the 49th, for a eompany ; and you are at liberty
to inform his father, the general, of Sir George’s
favourable intentions towards his son.”

Brock wrote from York, U.C., January 2, 1812, as
follows:—

Sir,—

I have the honor to acknowledge Your Execlleney’s
letter (duplicate) of the 13th ulto., stating that Cap-
tain Macdonnell of the ICing’s Regiment has been
directed to proeced to Glengarry for the purpose of
aseertaining the disposition of those people to form
a Feneible eorps. The favourable terms whieh Your
Excelleney has authorized Captain Maedonnell to
offer cannot fail of sueeess, and I beg leave to assure
Your Excelleney that I shall gladly lend my best efforts
in aid of so desirable an objeet.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your Excelleney’s most obedient
and very humble servant,
ISAAC BROCK, M.-Gen’l.
To His Excelleney, Lt.-Gen’l Sir Geo. Prevost, &e., &e.,

It will be observed that Broek’s original plan had
been considerably altered, the new plan providing for
a regularly embodied eorps.

Broek, from York, Feb. 6, 1812, wrote Sir George
Prevost, as follows:—

“I am happy to inform Your Excelleney that the
House of Assembly whielh met last Monday appears
disposed to meet my wishes in every partieular. The
Militia Act is to undergo a revision mueh for the better,
and I am not without the hope of being able to get
the House to consent to allow the field officers of the
line to eommand all denominations n the militia.”

The gallant general was doomed to disappointment,
and February 25th he wrote Sir George Prevost as
follows:—

“I had every reason to expeet the almost unanimous
support of the two branehes of the legislature to every
means government thought necessary to recommend,
but after a short trial found myself egregiously mistaken
in my ealeulation.

“The many doubtful charaeters in the militia made
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me very anxious to introduee the oath of abjuration
into the bill. There were twenty members in the
House when this highly important measure was lost
by the ecasting vote of the Chairman. The great
influenee whieh the vast number of settlers from the
United States possess over the deecisions of the Lower
House is truly alarming, and ought by every praetieal
means to be diminished. To give encouragement to
real subjeets to settle in this provinee ean alone re-
move the evil. The consideration of the fees ought
not to stand in the way of such a politie arrangement,
and should your Excelleney ultimately determine
to promise some of the vast lands of the Crown to such
Seotch emigrants as enlist in the Glengarry Regiment,
I have no hesitation in reeommending in the strongest
manner the raising of a Canadian eorps upon similar
terms, to be hereafter dishanded and distributed
among their countrymen in the vieinity of Amherstburg.

At the session of the legislature of 1812, at Broek’s
request, militia laws were passed whieh enabled him
to organize the flank eompanies of the militia, unae-
companied, however, by the desired oath of abjuration
so as to exelude settlers from the United States and
persons of doubtful loyalty.

Broek, on April 22, wrote Sir Geo. Prevost that he
had by partial and gentle means, already commenced
to give the new law operation, and he had not the least
doubt that a suffieient number would be found ready
to volunteer to complete the flank eompanies. He
added:—“I here beg leave to eall Your Exeelleney’s
attention to the elause whieh authorizes the training
of the flank companies six times in each month; but
as no provision is made for remunerating the men, I
presume to submit for Your Exeelleney’s indulgent
eonsideration, that the commissaries be instrueted
to issue rations for the number actually present at
exercise. These companies, I expect, will be ecomposed
of the best deseription of inhabitants, who in most
cases will have to go a great distanee to attend parade;
and, unless this liberal provision be allowed, will be
liable to heavy expense, or be subjeect to econsiderable
privations. Aceording to my present arrangements
the number embodied will not exeeed 700, and when the
companies are: completed throughout the provinee,
they must be ealeulated at 1,800; and, as during harvest
and the winter months few or no parades will take place,
the total expense attending the measure ean be of no
material econsequence in a pecuniary point of view,
and may in a political light be produetive, at this
juneture, of considerable benefit.”

These flank companies were the back bone of the
Upper Canada militia during the war.

The battalion of ineorporated militia, whieh is spoken
of so frequently in histories of the war, and which



lost so heavily
regular regiment
from among the

at Lundy’s Lane, was a Canadian
recruited in 1813, almost exclusively
men of these flank eompanies. The
flank companies were really regarded as the active
part or first line of the militia; the bulk of each regi-
ment, formed when an emergency called for its em-
bodiment into companies, ealled the service eompanies,
being considered as a reserve, only called out when
absolutely necessary.

Brock thus praetieally divided the militia into two
distinet elasses, first, a voluntarily enrolled, organized,
trained, available body—an active force; and, secondly,
the rest of the militia liable by law for service, but not

the “local militia” being organized into regiments,

the men, from 18 to 30, serving for four years.

Broek’s system of extraeting from the Canadian
general militia a select or active force by the organ-
ization of flank or service companies, was early justified
by the excellent work of the militia at the capture of
Detroit and the battle of Queenston Heights. The
flank companies which took part in the eapture of
Detroit were probably the first Canadian militia to be
fully uniformed, Brock, at the suggestion of Major Evans
of the S8th Regiment, having clothed them i the
reserve clothing (red ecoats) of the 41st Regiment.

In 1814 a general order was issued prescribing the

The Chateau de Ramezay, Montreal, Offieial Residence of the Governor during the French

Regime. Oeeupied by the Continentals in 1775, now occupied as a Museum.

embodied or trained. The creation of this distinetion,
which continues, theoretically, to the present, was in
line with the development of the parent service in
the Mother Country.

Tn 1806 a “Training Act” was passed in England,
which provided for the raising by ballot of a foree
of 200,000 men to be trained for a whole year every
third vear. Any man balloted had the option of serving
as an efficient in a volunteer corps. In 1808 a foree of
“local militia” was established in England and Secot-
land by Lord Castlereagh in addition to the “general
militia” which became a sort of sedentary militia,

40

uniform of the Canadian Militia to De similar to those
of H.M. Army, scarlet with blue facings.

July 12, 1812, Major-General Broek wrote to Sir
George Prevost, from Tort George, as follows:—

“The militia which assembled here immediately
on the account being received of war being deelared
by the United States, have been improving daily in
diseipline ; but the men evince a degree of impatience
under their present restraint that is far from inspiring
confidenee. So great was the elamour to return and
attend to their farms, that [ found myself in some
measure compelled to sanction the departure of a



large proportion; and I am not without my apprehen-
sions that the remainder will, in defiance of the law,
which can only impose a fine of £20, leave the serviee
the moment the harvest eommences. There can be
no doubt that a large portion of the population in this
neighbourhood are sincere in their professions to defend
the eountry; but it appears likewise evident to me that
the greater part are either indifferent to what is
passing, or so eompletely American as to rejoice in
the prospeet of a ehange of government. Many, who
now eonsider our means inadequate, would readily
take an aetive part were the regular troops increased.
These cool calculators are numerous in all societies.”

Although the “serviece companies” of militia did
good service whenever urgently required, the efforts
of the army officers during the war, as regards the
militia, were largely devoted to perfect the incorporated
militia of permanently embodied corps, and the various
“provineial eorps”.

The positions of licutenant-governor and military
commander being eombined in one man the militia
during the war, as regards organization and main-
tenance, were brought direetly under the army author-
ities. All departmental duties were performed by
the regular army. Rations, supplies, arms and equip-
ment were provided from the army stores, and nearly all
staffdutiesin the ficld were performed by regular officers.

Bounties were given by the army authorities for
recruits for the embodied militia. Major-General
R. H. Sheaffe, the Major-General eommanding in
Upper Canada in 18I3, on March 15, wrote to Sir
George Prevost as follows:—

“The importance of having without delay
efficient foree from the militia, and of giving effect,
at its first publieation, to the new plan adopted for
that purpose, struck me so foreibly that I determined
to offer in the instruetions I had prepared an additional
ten dollars to eaeh volunteer for the incorporated militia.
I hope the critical situation in which this province is
plaeced will justify me for having adopted the mea-
sure without waiting for Your Exeellency’s answer
to my application on the subject.” The suggestion
was approved of.

The Incorporated Militia, while permanently em-
bodied and paid by the army authorities, was raised
under and subject to the militia laws of the province,
but several Canadian eorps on service during the war,
as for instance the Provineial Light Dragoons, the
Artillery Drivers, the Canadian Light Dragoons, ete.,
were regularly enlisted and attested, and were under
Martial Law, subject to the rules and regulations of
the army and to serve under any officer in His Majes-
ty’s service. These were known as ‘“Provineial
Corps,” in contradistinction to militia.

an
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The Treaty of Ghent, which elosed the war, was
signed December 24, I814, and soon after, steps were
taken for reducing the Incorporated Militia.

At the session of the legislature of ISI5 an act
(55 George III. Chap. xiii) was passed “granting to
His Majesty a certain sum of money for the uses of
the Ineorporated Militia of this provinee and other
purposes therein inentioned. £5,883 6s. 8d. to be
applied as follows:—

To the offieers, non-commissioned officers and privates
of the Incorporated Militia, six months pay £4,594
I5s. 2d. To the officers and non-commissioned
officers of the line attaehed to the Incorporated Militia,
the net pay of their respeetive ranks in the said eorps
£1,000. To the officers and non-commissioned offieers
and privates of the Incorporated Militia Artillery, six
months pay £288 IIs. 6d. To the Speaker of the House
of Assembly to purehase a sword to be presented to Col.
Robinson,late of the Incorporated Militia, 100 guineas.”

During the peaee which succeeded the battle of
Waterloo (IS815), the whole English speaking popu-
lation of the world seemed to be earried away with
the idea that the millennium had arrived and that the
time had at last come for turning the swords into
ploughshares, and the spears into pruning-hooks.
At any rate, in the Mother Country, the armed forees
of the empire were allowed to fall into negleet, and it
is not surprising that in Canada, where there were so
many calls upon public atteution and national energy,
in the development of the young eountry’s virgin
resourees, that little or no attention was for many years
given to the question of the maintenance of the militia.

In ISI6 an act (56 George ITI, Chap. vii) was passed
granting 165 pounds additional salary to the Adjutant-
General of Upper Canada militia.

At the same session of the assembly an act (56
George III, Chap. xxxi) was passed, entitled “ An Aet
to amend 48 Geo. III, entitled “An Aet to explain,
amend, and reduce to one Aet of Parliament the several
laws now in being for the raising and training of
the militia of this province.”

Seetion 1 of this Bill provided that only British
subjeets were eompelled to enroll inthe militia. Seetion
2 authorized the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or
person administering the government of this provinece
to issue two warrants in favour of the Adjutant-General
of militia of this provinee, and cause him to be paid all
such expenses as he shall ineur for the postage of letters,
stationary and other eontingent expenses of his offiee.”

At the session of [SI9 an act (59 George 1I1., Chap.
xii) was passed, amending 48 George III. This aet
contained the following provisions:—

“Whereas there is now no provision by law for
assembling a Court Martial unless when the militia



of this province shall be called out on actual service,
by reason whereof it may happen that persons against
whom charges may have been preferred before a Court
of Enquiry, may have no opportunity of making their
defence against such charges, before a Court competent
to reccive such evidence upon oath, in their behalf,
for remedy whereof be it enacted by the King’s Most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the adviee and consent
of the Legislative Couneil and Assembly of the Province
of Upper Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue
of and under the authority of an act passed in the
Parliament of Great Britain, entitled “An aet ete.,
cte.,” and by authority of the same that the 25th elause
of an act passed in the 48th year * * * % * ghg]] he
and the same is hereby repealed.

“In all eases where a General Court Martial shall be
prayed for by any officer against whom any charges
have been made or may be preferred when any part
of the militia may be called out on actual serviec,
the governor or person administering government
may direct a General Court Martial to be held, to be
assembled in same manner and uuder same provisions
as provided by law in time of actual service. Provided
that such General Court Martial in peaee time in the
event of convictions may inflict such penalty propor-
tioned to the offenee as the Court shall judge proper,
either by censure or suspension, or depriving him of
his commission, and degrading him from his rank,
and no other.”

In 1829 an important step was taken providing for
the division of the militia in peace time into active
and reserve forces. The method of accomplishing
this is set forth in the following interesting order:—

Militia General Order,
Yorx, Upper Canada, 16th May, 1829,

No. I. His Excellency the Licutenant-Governor has
been pleased to direet that in future the several regi-
ments of Militia in this provinee shall consist of two
battalions each, the first battalion to be composed of
men not exceeding forty years of age; the second or
reserve battalion of such men as may be within the
limits of the Corps, from that age to the periodestablish-
ed by law.

No. 2. The attendanee of the reserve battalion
may be dispensed with on next day of assembling.

No. 3. The establishment of the first battalion
will be eight companies of light infantry (when they
can be formed of thirty men each). These will be
divided into a right and left wing.

No. 4. One company in each wing will be armed
with rifles.

No. 5. Young men under the age of eighteen en-
rolled for the militia will not be assembled with the
battalion, but commanding officers will make arrange-

ments for their being instructed in small divisions in
their own homes..

No. 6. It is reccommended that the militia fines,
which are placed at the disposal of eolonels of regiments
for the incidental expenses of the eorps may be ex-
pended in remunerating one sergeant in each company
to be employed in drilling the young men who are not
called out with the battalion.

No. 7. Colonels will be responsible that the fines
are demanded from every individual who may be absent
on the days appointed by law for the assembling of
the militia.

Colonel James Fitz Gibbon, whose name had beeome
5o conspicuous during the war of ISI2, who was
gazetted Colonel of the West York Regiment in 1826,
and who at this period held a position in the Adjutant-
General’s office, subsequently becoming Deputy Ad-
jutant-General, under the auspices of Sir John Colborne,
formed a drill eorps during the year 1835, for such young
men of Toronto as desired military instruetion. A hand-
ful of well-conneeted young men availed themselves
of the opportunity. In 1836 Colonel Fitz Gibbon
devoted himself with redoubled ardor to preparations
for the insurreetion which he declared would break
forth before the next winter. He got together a
rifle eorps to the number of seventy, and drilled them
twice a week with tireless enthusiasm, declaring that
when the hour of trial should come he and “his boys”
would be found in their places, however the rest of the
ecommunity might see fit to demean themselves.
(“Dent’s Story of the Upper Canada Rebellion.”)

As the time of the actual outbreak approached,
the government continued to rest in undisturbed
eonfidenee. All through the autumn the Governor
and his advisers received regular intelligenee of seerct
drillings, of the manufacture of pikes, and of other
seditious proceedings, but all to no purpose. It
appeared as though they persisted in regarding all
the preparations as being merely for effeet and to
intimidate the government. The Governor sent all
the regular troops to the Lower Provinee, not even
as much as a company being kept as a garrison in Tor-
onto, which was the seat of the provineial government.
The last detachment to be sent out of the province to
Lower Canada consisted of a subaltern and thirty men,
withdrawn from Penetanguishene in November.
When this little party was on its way to Toronto,
Colonel Fitz Gibbon urged the Lieutenant-Governor
to keep them in the eity, in order that their presence
might have an effect upon the local militia. “No,
not a man,” answered His Execllency, “The doing so
would destroy the whole morale of my poliey. If the
militia eannot defend the province, the sooner it is lost
the better.” “Then, sir,”” entreated the hero of Beaver



Dams and many another hard fight, “let us be armed,
and ready to defend ourselves.” “No,” responded
Sir Francis, “I do not apprehend a rebellion in Upper
Canada.” (Dent.)

The only preparation the Governor had econsented
to make was to permit of 4,000 stands of arms being
brought from Montreal, but even then, he had negleeted
to have them properly guarded. As a matter of fact,
they were handed over to the municipal authorities,
who placed them in the old City Hall, with a couple of
constables to keep watch over them at night. Titz
Gibbon, who appears to have been the only military
official on the alert, was afraid that the rebels would
some night overpower the two eonstables and gain
possession of the arms. To guard against such a
contingenecy, he induced his rifle corps, whom he
continued to drill with vigilant regularity, to volunteer
a nightly guard of fifteen to twenty men to watch
the City Hall, and to furnish two sentries to guard the
approaches to Government House. The Governor
refused, however, to have this arrangement carried
out, remarking: “But that I do not like to undo what
T have already done, I would have those arms brought
from the City Hall and placed here in the Government
House, under the care and keeping of my domestics.”

This was only a day or two before the Governor
and the City of Toronto received that rude midnight
awakening to learn that the rebels had fired the first
shots of the rebellion at Montgomery’s Tavern.

In his despateh, No. 132, dated Toronto, Dee. 19,
1837, Sir I'. B. Head wrote:—*“I might also have most
advantageously availed myself in the field of the
military services of Colonel Foster, the commander of
the forces in Upper Canada, of Captain Baddeley of
the corps of Royal Engineers, and of a detachment
of eight artillerymen, who form the only regular force
in this province; but having deliberately determined
that the important contest in which I was about to

be engaged should be decided solely by the Upper
Canada militia, or in other words, by the free inhabi-
tants of this noble province, ete.”

The Governor reported that bands of militiamen
from all directions poured in upon him. Aceording
to the best reports he could collect, from 10,000 to
12,000 men simultaneously marched towards the
capital to support him in maintaining for the people
of Upper Canada, the British Constitution. (Despat-
ches in S. I. B. Head’s ‘“ Narrative.”)

After the first alarm the established militia organ-
izations were used to raise an effeetive force, no less
than five battalions of incorporated militia, organized
and uniformed like troops of the line, heing raised,
some of which were not finally disbanded until 1843.
Besides there were twelve battalions of provineial
militia on duty for various periods, and thirty-one
corps of artillery, cavalry and rifles.

According to MacMullin’s History, militia lists
for Upper Canada at the end of the rebellion showed
an establishment of 106 complete regiments. “There
were four battalions of ineorporated militia, organized
and clothed like troops of the line; twelve battalions
of provineial militia on duty for a stated period; thirty
one corps of artillery, cavalry and riflemen, while
most of the militia corps (infantry regiments?) had
a troop of cavalry attached to them.”

While the excitement produced by the rebellion
was still maintained, in 1839, an important Militia
Act (2nd Victoria Chapter ix) was passed, which
provided for the establishment of mounted corps,
artillery, light infantry, rifle and marine corps as
separate units, quite distinet from the territorial
militia regiments.

The Act of Union passed by the British Parliament
in 1840 came into effect by royal proclamation February
10, 1841, and since that date the militia of Upper Canada
has formed part of a Canadian national force.
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CHAPTER V

THE MILITIA OF LOWER CANADA

THE PrINCIPLES OF THE FRENCH

Lowger CaNaDIAN Mipitia aND VOLUNTEER Corrs orF 1812-14 anp 1837.—THE

Povrrrrcan DISCORD.

11T, Chap.xxxi)section 31,all laws, statutes and

ordinances which were in force on the day fixed
for the commencement of the act within the new provin-
ces, or either of them, or in any part thercof, respectively
remained and continued to be of the same force,
authority and effect in each of the said provinces, as,
if the Act in question had not been made, and as if
the said Province of Quebee had not been divided,
except in so far as the same were expressly repealed or
varied by the Act.

In the preceding chapter it has been explained how
the first assembly of Upper Canada at its second
session passed a Militia Act based upon the English
system, completely replacing the old act, based upon
the French system, which had existed in the old Pro-
vinee of Quebee  But in Lower Canada the old militia
system, with a few amendments, was continued, as best
suited to the habits of the population and the needs
of the province. At the time the Constitutional Act
was passed there was much uncertainty as to some
of the details of the militia system. There were
various overlapping acts and ordinances, some of
which had really lapsed naturally, having been merely
temporary, but which continued in practice. Again,
new acts and ordinances had been enacted regulating
certain points, without the legislation they were in-
tended to replace, being specifically repealed. Most

ﬁ CCORDING to the Constitutional Act (31 George

MiniTiA SysTeMm
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RETAINED.—THE RovanL CanNapriaNn VOLUNTEERS—
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details of militia administration were regulated by
orders. But the main principles of militia organiza-
tion were understood. KEvery male of age was a
militiaman, and liable, not alone for military duty,
as in Upper Canada, but for the “corvee,” or statute
labour. Various civil duties, generally cherished as
perquisites, fell to the lot of the militia officers.

During the first sitting of the new assembly of the
Province of Lower Canada, April 25, 1793, a message
was received from the governor informing the house
that “the persons exercising the supreme authority in
France had declared war against His Majesty.” In
answering this message the assembly stated that they
would immediately proceed to a revision of the militia
laws. The subject was taken up and discussed, but
as no alterations were made in the militia ordinance
then in foree, it is to be inferred that such were deemed
unnecessary by the assembly.

In his speech dismissing the house at the close of the
session, the governor, however, asked the members
during recess to reflect upon “such further regulations
as may appear necessary for the better organizing
and more cffectually calling forth the militia.”

November 26, 1793, the Governor-General, Lord
Dorchester, issued a proclamation drawing attention
to the fact that alien enemies from France and clse-
where were in the province busying themselves in
propagating revolutionary principles, and requiring



“all magistrates, captains of militia, peace officers,
and others of His Majesty’s good subjects, to be
vigilant,” ete.

Two acts affeeting the militia were passed at the
session of the assembly this year. The first, a sort of
consolidation of the main militia laws, but intro-
ducing no material ehange, (34 George II1, Chap.iv),
was entitled:—“An act to provide for the greater
seeurity of this provinee by the better regulation of
the militia thereof, and for repealing certain acts or
ordinances relating to the same.” This act was to
be in force until July 1, 1796, “or until the end of the
war.”

The other act (34 George III, Chap. vi) conferred
the power to act as coroners upon militia officers.
The full title of this aet was : An act for the division
of the Provinee of Lower Canada, for amending the
judications thereof, and for repealing certain laws
therein mentioned,” and seetion 36 read as follows:—
“And whereas the great extent of this province may
render it often impracticable for the coroner of the
district to give his attendance at the different places
where it might be necessary; be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that the captains or senior
officers of militia shall be, and hereby are empowered,
in their respeetive parishes, when any marks of violence
appear on any dead body, to summon together six
reputable householders of his parish to inspect the
same, and he shall, according to their opinion, report
the manner and cause of such death, in writing, to the
nearest justice of the peace, that a further examination
may be made therein, if necessary.”

In 1796, another act (36 George III, Chap. ix) was
passed affecting the special civil functions of militia
officers. The act was entitled: “An act for making,
repairing and altering the highways and bridges
within this provinee, and for other purposes,” and
sections 26, 28, 29 and 78 read:—“ XXVI—And be it
enacted by the authority aforesaid that the grand
voyer or his deputy shall and may divide every parish,
seigniory or township of his district into such number
of divisious, being not more than nine, as he shall
judge proper and necessary, and to cach of which
divisions there shall be allotted by him an overseer
of the highways and bridges, who shall be chosen in
manner following, that is to say: the grand voyer or
his deputy shall in the month of August next, and in
the month of August every second year thereafter
issue an order to the eldest eaptain or senior officer
of militia in each parish, seigniory or township, for
the purpose of electing overseers of the highways and
bridges, who is hereby required upon receipt of such
order, to fix and publish or eause to be fixed and pub-
lished at the church door or place of divine worship

of the parish, seigniory or township after morning
service, . . . . a day on which the householders
thercof shall meet for the purpose of such election,
which day shall be a Sunday or a holy day between
the first day of September and the fifteenth day of
October, . . . . at which meeting the said eldest
captain or senior officer of militia shall preside, and
the same shall be held in the public room of the parson-
age house of the parish, seigniory or township, or
where there shall be no such public room, then at
such other place as shall be appointed by the said
captain or senior officer of militia; and then and there
the said householders, or the majority of them so
assembled, shall choose a fit and proper person from
among the householders of the parish, seigniory or
township for eaeh of the said divisions therecof . . . to
serve the office of overseer of highways and bridges;

. and each of which overseers shall enter upon
the exeeution of his office on the first day of January
following, and shall serve for two years; and any person
so chosen and nominated to serve, who shall refuse or
negleet to signify to the said captain or semior officer
of militia his eonsent to enter upon such service, for
the space of eight days after such nomination, shall
forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds eurrent money
of this provinee for sueh refusal or neglect, or who
consenting to aecept sueh office shall refuse or negleet
to obey the lawful orders of the grand voyer or his
deputy, or to oversee and perform any of the duties
required of him by this Act, shall for every sueh refusal
or negleet, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty shillings;
and it shall be the duty of every officer of militia who
shall have presided as aforesaid at any such meeting,
openly to deelare to the persons so assembled, the
names of the parties then and there chosen as over-
seers, and to make a return of such nomination and
choice to the grand voyer or his deputy within ten
days after such meeting; and every such officer of
militia who shall refuse or negleet to eall sueh meeting
or to preside therein, or to make such return, shall
forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds for every suech
refusal or neglect.”

XXVIII. Provided also, and be it further enacted,
that clergymen, captains of militia, licensed school
masters, and one miller to each mill, and persons
upward of sixty years of age, shall be exempted from
being chosen or appointed surveyors or overseers of
highways and bridges,”

“XNIX. And be it further enacted that the ofhicers
of militia shall econtinue to do the duty of overseers
until the first day of January next, provided that no
officer of militia, who shall have so served as overseer,
shall be liable to be rechosen to serve eiter as sur-
veyor or overseer under this aet within eight years



from the first day of January next, unless he shall con-
sent thereto.”

“LXXVIII. And be it further enacted by theauthority
aforesaid, that the deputy of each grand voyer, the
surveyors and the overseers of the highways for the
time being shall and hereby are exempted from trans-
porting effects belonging to Government, and from
being called out to serve in the militia, exeepting
in the ease of invasion of the province, or of insur-
rection in the county where they are respectively
serving the said officers.”

The same year an act (36 George IIl. Chapter xi)
was passed continuing 34 George IIL. Chap. iv.)

In the summer of 1796, Carleton returned to England
after completing arrangements for the ecarrying out
of his long cherished scheme of founding a permanently
embodied establishment of Canadian troops. The
result was the raising of “The Royal Canadian Volun-
teer Regiment.”

At this time Napoleon was just attaining the zenith
of his power, the interest of the world in 1796 being
concentrated upon his brilliant campaign in Italy
and the Tyrol. Ifor years, emissaries of the French
government had been busy in Canada attempting to
stir up the French Canadians against Great Britain,
and others at Washington were trying to embroil the
United States government with Britain. The Cana-
dians, however, were not to be so easily won
from their British allegiance, and gave but a deaf
ear to their hindred from across the sca. The
clergy, particularly, and the gentry, threw the
great weight of their influence in the balance against
the foreign agitators, holding up to the Canadian people
the horrors of the I'rench Revolution and the failure
of the invasion of the provinee by the American Re-
publicans in 1775-1776 as arguments against any
suggestion to unite Canada politically once more with
old France,

The Royal Canadian Volunteers consisted of two
battalious, the first composed of I'rench Canadians,
raised and equipped in Quebee, the second battalion
composed largely of English speaking men, and raised
and equipped in Montreal. Each battalion consisted
of eight eompanies, including a grenadier and a light
infantry eompany.  The strength of each com-
pany was seventy men, and there appears to have
been no difficulty in seeuring officers or recruiting the
men. The regiment was raised, equipped and admin-
istered as a regular regiment, the officers and men being
obtained in Canada and their terms of enlisting calling
upon them for military serviee anywhere in the colony.
The uniform was of the regular infantry cut, with
scarlet coat and blue facings. The men wore grey
cloth breeches, the officers white, with long black

gaiters buttoned to above the knee. The head dress
was a three-cornered hat with black cockade (tassels
for the officers) except the grenadier company, the men
of which wore the usual tall, conieal cap. The men
were armed with the old flint lock and bayonet. The
regimental motto, duly emblazoned on the colours, was
“Try Us.” During 1796, 1797 and part of 1798 the
Ist battalion was stationed at Quebec, the 2nd battalion
at Montreal. The Ist battalion went under canvas
for some months during the summer of 1797, and
while the headquarters of the 2nd battalion were at
Montreal, detachments or perhaps the whole bat-
talion was stationed for periods at Laprairie, St. Johns
and Sorel. In the spring of 1798 the battalions ex-
changed garrisons. In 1799 pressure was brought
upon the officers to conseut to be placed on the same
footing as other fencibles for service abroad, but the
proposal did not meet with favour.

However, the signing of the Treaty of Amiens,
October 1st, 1801, restored peace, and steps were taken,
in time, to disband the various colonial corps. The
Royal Caunadian Volunteers were disbanded in August
and September, 1802. At the time the battalions were
read out of the service, the First Battalion had five
companies and headquarters in Montreal with detach-
ments therefrom at Three Rivers, Sorel, and St. Johns,
and three companies 4t Quebec. The second battalion
upon disbandment had only one company in Lower
Canada, the others being distributed throughout Upper
Canada as follows: York, 2 companies; Fort George,
(Niagara) 3 companies; Kingston, one company; Fort
Erie, a half company; Chippewa, a half company.
(Surgeon-Major Neilson, R.C.A.jin V. R. 1. Magazine).

In the Quebee almanac for 1797, the officers of the
Royval Canadian Volunteers appear as follows:—

First battalion Royal Canadian Volunteers.

Lieut.-Col.J. De Longueuil ; Major Louis De Salaberry.

Captaing, I'rancis Dambourges, Desaulnier, Beaubien,
Francis Piedmont, Pierre Marcoux, C. S. De Bleury,
Louvigny de Montigny, Francois Vassal, J. Bte. Des-
timeauville.

Licutenants, Daniel Dupre, Peter Duchoquet, A. J.
Duchesuay, Joseph de Beaujeu, C. S. Lanaudiere,
Hipolite Hertelle, Plerre Bazin, Henry Hay, Joseph
Bouchette, Benjamin Jobert.

[insigns, J. B. J. Duchesnay, Ant. Petrimoulx, Louis
Montizambert, Honoré Baille, Antoine Lanaudiere,
Stephen La Morandiere, Richard Hay, Francois
Boucher, Robert Anderson, Franeois Duval.

Chaplain, Salter Mountain; Adjutant, Robert Ander-
son; Quarter-Master, Louis Feromenteau; Surgeon,
James Davidson; Mate, J. B. L. Menard.

2nd Battalion Royal Canadian Volunteers.

Lieut.-Col. John M’Donnell, Major Hazelton Spencer.



Captains—Peter Drummond, Heetor McLean, Hugh
McDonnell, Niel M’Lean, Miles M’Donell, Richard
Willkinson, Alexander MeMillan.

Lieutenants—Richard Ferguson, Wm. Fraser, Wm.
Crawford, Chichester M’Donell, Thomas Fraser,
Donald M’Donell, Wm. Johnson, Angus M’Donell,
—Taschereau, Pierre Ignace Major.

Ensigns—Pierre -Boucherville, Wm. Deace, Peter
Grant, George Ermatinger, Charles Lanniere, Joseph
Boardwine, Robert Wolsey.

Chaplain—Father Duval; Adjutant—John Cromp-
ton; Quarter-Master—Andrew Cameron; Surgeon—
James Davidson; Mate—Cyrus Anderson.

It will be remarked that while there are but three
names which are not distinetively French Canadian,
among those of the officers of the 1st Battallion, that
there were five French Canadian officers in the second
battalion. While the 1st Battalion had 34 offieers,
the seeond, of the same nominal establishment, had 31.
Ividently, the military spirit was, at least, as strong
among the French Canadians as among their neighbors
of DBritish origin.

The peace of Amiens did not last very long, and few
expected it would, apparently. The great Napoleon
had not attained the summit of his ambition in 1801,
and until he had, there was to be no lasting peace, at
least so long as he held the supreme power in
France.

Within a few months of the signing of the treaty,
the British government and Napoleon were embroiled
in dispute as to the execution of the terms of the treaty,
England refusing to evacuate Malta, the Cape of Good
Hope and Alexandria so long as Napoleon failed to
restore his continental conquests to the powers con-
cerned and continued to increase his armaments at
strategical points threatening Great Britain. Napo-
leon was then Viee Consul, and French royalists who
had taken refuge in the Channel Islands and London,
in the public press and pamphlets, were engaged in
sarcastic and bitter attacks on him and his government.
The TFrench papers retorted and attacked England, and
the English papers retaliated. Napoleon demanded
that the British government muzzle the press and
banish the French royalists refugees to Canada. The
British government, of course, explained that it could
not interfere with those very British institutions, the
liberty of the press and the right of refuge. After
menaces had been made on both sides, the British
government in March, 1803, ordered 10,000 additional
men enrolled for the navy, and the British Militia was
called out. Napoleon ordered large additions of troops
to the camps which had been forming at the ports
along the English Channel. Finally, April 29, 1803,
England declared war on Napoleon.
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Both Britain and France entered into the contest
with zest, each nation being aroused to the highest
pitch of enthusiasm, the English people being spurred
to make great exertions by Napoleon’s taunt that
England would not and could not stand alone against
France. As to the progress of the several campaigns
whieh followed, of Napoleow’s triumphal campaigns of
Jena, Auerbad, Eylau, Spain, ete., and of the British
vietories at sea first and afterwards in the Peninsula,
the Pyrenees and the South of France, it is necessary
to refer here; but the student of Canadian history
has to have some knowledge of the war in Europe
to appreciate the events preceding and during the
war of 1812-14.

The authorities of Lower Canada were at this im-
portant juncture anxious to do more to bring the
national defensive foree into line with military require-
ments and more in toueh with the population.

Lieut.-Governor Robert Shore Milnes in a letter to
the Minister on the real situation in Canada, Nov-
ember 1Ist, 1800, speaking of the social conditions pre-
vailing, remarked “The counties are divided into
parishes, the principal person in each of which is the
priest, and the next the Captain of Militia.” He
went on to show that the influence of the government
might be extended by the co-operation of the clergy,
and next through the militia. The bishop and priests,
he pointed out, could be depended upon to use their
influence “to encourage a spirit of loyalty in opposition
to the spirit of demoeracy, which has fortunately not
made much progress in Canada.” The Governor
proceeded :—“ The population is computed to be about
160,000, nine-tenths of whom reside in the parishes,
the militia 37,904, with 292 captains and 16 of a staff,
the latter chiefly seigneurs. The powers of the Cap-
tains under the French rule were great, the feeling of
which remains, though the power is withdrawn. But
they are still employed in performing services for the
Government, for which the only remuneration is the
sense of the honour of being so employed, but this is by
no means equivalent to the expenditure of the time
and trouble.” The Governor proceeded to suggest
that by some honorary and pecuniary reward, or by
some other plan, the militia officers might be brought
to consider themselves as, and to be actually made,
officers of the Crown. In this way a spirit of lovalty
would be diffused through the whole province, “a
spirit whieh is natural to the Canadians.” His Honor
was pleased to add—"‘I would like to call attention
to the relative expenditure for eivil and military pur-
poses, the latter out of proportion to the latter, whilst,
by a proper system, not only would the military ex-
penses be greatly lessened, and the country secured
from internal eommotion, but the co-operation of the



inhabitants could be secured for the defence of the
country.” (Dom. Arehives.)

During 1802, as a result of the warlike outlook in
Europe, there was a mild outbreak of military excite-
ment in Montreal, and the loeal militia voluntarily
assembled for drill, muskets being lent them for the
purpose from the regular army stores. Governor
Milnes, on November 29th, 1802, made a requisition
upon Lieut.-General Hunter, the commander-in-chief,
in the following terms:—“The offiecers of the British
and Canadian militia at Montreal having represented
to me that at the time Your Lxeellency was so good
as to order muskets to De delivered to them for the
purpose of enabling the militia of Montreal to practise
the use of firearms, they omitted to ask also for belts
and pouches which are essentially neeessary to their
attaining any degree of perfection in their exereise;
I shall be mueh obliged to Your Excelleney to give
direetions for belts and pouehes being delivered to
them in proportion to the number of muskets, as I
have the satisfaction to find they mean to continue
practicing during the ensuing winter, and their ex-
ample may be of eonsiderable serviee in the province.”

At the first session of the parliament of Lower
Canada in the vear 1803, the militia laws were re-
newed, on the advice of the governor, by a new act (43
George 111, Chap. i). The second session took plaee
in August on the resumption of hostilities between
Great Britain and Franee. The Alien Act, and that
for the preservation of His Majesty’s government
had been allowed to expire at the time of the peaee,
but the return of war rendered their revival neeessary,
and they were revived. Upon the reeurrenee of war,
there was a strong manifestation of loyal feeling uni-
versally throughout the provinee. The lieutenant-
governor sent down, late in the session, a message to
the assembly stating that he had “the satisfaction to
acquaint them that a considerable number of His
Majesty’s subjeets in this provinee, actuated by a
spirit of loyalty and zeal for the interests and honour
of his erown, had offered to form themselves into
volunteer companies for the defenee of the province
at the present moment, and to serve under sueh
officers as His Majesty’s representative should appoint
to command them.” He reecommended the subject
aceordingly to the consideration of the House.

A bill was introduced, passed, and sent up to the
Legislative Council relative to it, but too late, the
prorogation taking place the next day. No incon-
venienee, however, was felt from the eireumstanee,
the Militia Aet of the earlier session being in foree,
and suffieient for every practieal purpose at the time.

The act in question authorized the governor to
spend 2,500 pounds sterling annually, as he should
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judge expedient, towards the formation of an effieient
militia. He was authorized to embody annually, for
28 days annual drill, a force of 1,200 men. The aet
was limited to four years’ duration. It provided for
pensions for disabled militiamen.

Governor Milnes lost no time proeeeding to put the
new Militia Act into effeet, and the requisition he made
on Lieut.-General Hunter for arms and equipment
gives us at once an idea of the seope of the bill and
of the absolute dependance of the militia of those
days on the regular army for equipment. In this
doeument, whieh is dated Quebee, 28th April, 1803,
the governor wrote:—

“In eonsequenee of new regulations which have
passed the legislature respecting the militia in this
province, a power is vested in the Executive Govern-
ment to embody for twenty-eight davs annually
twelve hundred men. 1 have, therefore, to request
Your Exeellency will give the necessary orders to for-
ward a measure so important to His Majesty’s serviee,
that six hundred stand of arms may be delivered
upon my requisition, which, whenever this measure
shall be adopted, will, with the six hundred you have
already had the goodness to order to be at my dis-
posal at Montreal, eomplete the complement.

“Tt is probably known to you, that Lord Dorehester,
in the year 1796, reecived from England elothing and
accoutrements for the number of men now fixed by the
legislature to be ealled out. I have the honour to in-
close a statement of the artieles intended for the use of
the militia, and whieh, being in the military store, 1
shall further request Your Exeellency to give directions
that these, or any part of them, may be delivered to
me when required.”

The return mentioned in the preeeding ineluded,
among other details, the following:—

Privates.—Cloth, brown, 4,179} yards; mixt, 1,910%;
yellow, 1521, Hats and eockades, 1,100.

Sergeants.—Cloth, brown, 1043 yards; mixt, 574
yards; yellow, 18} vards. Hats and cockades, 80.

Drummers.—Cloth, yellow, 40} yards. Hats, 16.

Besides, there were buttons by hundreds of gross,
braids, looping, sixty pounds of thread, two thousand
needles, a hundred and twenty tailors’ thimbles, forty
epaulets, linen, linings, ete., ete.

The following extraet from a letter by Governor
Robt. S. Milnes to His Kxeellency Lieut.-General
Hunter, Quebee, Nov. 11, 1803, is interesting in the
same eonnection :—

“I have the honor to enclose Your Exeellency an
extraet of a dispateh whieh I have this day reeeived
from Lord Hobart, authorizing me to ‘receive from
His Majesty’s magazines at Quebee sueh arms as
may Dbe necessary for the use of the militia,” and [



shall be obliged to Your Excellency to receive the
amount of 1,200 stand of arms with proportionate
accoutrements, at such times and in such proportions
as may be requisite for this branch of His Majesty’s
service.”

This letter received a reply from Lt.-General Hunter,
dated York, December 9, 1803, reading in part as
follows:—

“T have the honour to acknowledge the reeeipt of
Your Excellency’s letter of the 11th November, with
an extract from Lord Hobart’s letter to you of the
9th September, authorizing you to receive from His
Majesty’s magazine at Quebec such arms as may be

March 29th, 1804, Major-General Mann, in command
at Quebeec, wrote Lieut.-Col. Green, military secretary,
as follows:—

“Lieut.-Governor Milnes has acquainted me with his
intention of giving a proportion of arms to the militia
of the City of Quebec only, to the amount of two
hundred stand for the Canadian and one hundred
stand for the British Militia, who have been training
as far as they could do without arms all the winter.
The arms are to be deposited at the Chateau, and
delivered out only at such times as they may be
wanted for exercise. I shall accordingly, when re-
quired by Sir Robert Milnes, order the issue of the

His Majesty, King Edward VII, presenting His Colours to the Strathcona Horse on their return to London
after the South African Campaign.

necessary for the use of the militia, and requesting to
the amount of twelve hundred stand of arms, with
proportionate aceoutrements, at such times, and in
such proportions as may be requisite for this branch
of His Majesty’s service.

“Y have by this opportunity given Colonel Mann
the necessary directions to order the ordinance store-
keepers to issue to such persons as Your Excelleney
may authorize to receive them to the amount of six
hundred stand of arms, which, with the six hundred
stand of arms formerly issued to vou for this service,
make up the number required.”
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above quantity of arms, conformably to Lieut.-General
Hunter’s orders signified in your letter to me of the
8th December last.”

Some trouble appears to have arisen as to the further
issue and also the care of these arms, and July 25, 1805,
we find Lieut.-Governor Sir Robert Shore Milnes
writing to the commander-in-chief as foltows:—

“I have had the honor of receiving Your Excellency’s
letter of the 24th iust., respecting the arms issued from
the ordinance stores by Your Exeeltency’s order in
eonsequence of Lord Hobart’s despateh to me, dated
9th of September, 1803, by which 1 was authorized to



receive from His Majesty’s magazines at Quebec such
arms as may be necessary for the use of the militia
of this provinece.

“T shall take the earliest oceasion to lay before His
Majesty’s Secretary of State the subject matter of your
letter,in the expectation that His Lordship will send
out to the person administering the government during
my absence such further instructions with respect to
the arms in question as he may judge proper, till when
I shall consider myself as responsible for the safety
of those arms to His Majesty’s minister only.

“In consequence of the information Your Excellency
has honored me with, respecting a musket with the
Tower mark, which was exposed for sale at McCary’s,
the auctioneer, on the 20th of this month, I shall take
every possible step to ascertain whether or not it
belongs to the present militia; but I am inclined to
think it may possibly be one of those muskets that were
placed in the hands of the militia by Lord Dorchester
in the year 1787, and were never afterwards withdrawn,
and which from the lapse of time, it is not improbable,
may, in this instance, have been erroncously considered
as private property.” (Dominion Archives.)

May 22, 1806, we find the following request addressed
by the Hon. Thomas Dunn to Colonel Barnes, comnmand-
ing His Majesty’s forces:—

“I have to request you will be so good as give direc-
tions that forty-six ecarbines, complete, may be delivered
from the ordinance stores to the order of Colonel
Hale for the use of his battalion of militia, for which
an equal number of muskets complete will be given
up in exchange.”

The 27th of the same month the following requisition
was made:—

“I have to request that you will give directions
that two field pieces (six pounders) complete may be
delivered to the order of Licut.-Colonel Panct for the
use of the battalion of Quebece militia under his com-
mand.”

During the year [807, Mr. James Cuthbert, Seigneur
of Berthier, son of the first Seigneur of the name,
who was a retired army officer, organized the
pioneer volunteer corps in the country distriets. The
following letter from Colonel Brocek, then in command
at Quebec, to Mr. Cuthbert shows the importance
attached by the authorities to the organization of
the Berthier company:—

“Quebec, October 12, [807.

“You may well suppose that the principal subjeet of
conversation at headquarters is the military state of
this country. I have heen careful, in justice to you,
to mention to Sir James Craig the public spirit you
have manifested in forming a company from amoug
the inhabitants of your seigneurie without the least
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pecuniary aid, or any other assistance from govern-
ment.

“His Excellency is exccedingly pleased to find a
principle in some measure established by your in-
dividual exertions, the basis of which he means to
pursue in forming an extensive, and, he trusts, an
efficient system of defence; and he requests you to
state the nature of the engagements under which the
men assemble for exercise, and the degree of service
they are under promise to perform.

“You must be aware that in any future general
arrangement it will become an essential object with
government to secure a more substantial hold on the
services of the men than their mere promise; and as
it is intended to give every possible latitude to their
prejudices, and to study in everything their con-
venience, it is thought no regulation to that effect can
operate to diminish the number of voluntary offers.

“As you have been the first to set such a laudable
example, Sir James thinks it but just that Berthier
should take the lead in any new project he may adopt,
and he desires me to ask your opinion in regard to the
following points:—

“Government will undertake either to provide or
give an allowance for clothing.

“ Arms and accoutrements must, for obvious reasons,
be provided as far as practicable by the individuals
themselves.

“One shilling will be allowed every time the volun-
teer assembles for exercise, not to exceed thirty days
during the year.

“The men to be bound to attend drill whenever
ordered, and to be in constant readiness to march to
any part of the province in case of emergency, at the
discretion of the governor-general. From the time
they receive the order to march, to be placed pre-
cisely upon the same footing with His Majesty’s
regular troops in regard to pay and allowance,

“Such are the chief conditions which I understood
Sir James to say he wished might be adopted. He,
however, will be always ready to attend to any sug-
gestion that tends to improve, and give spirit to, the
objeet in view.

“A  proportionate number of non-commissioned
officers will unquestionably be allowed.

“1 can say nothing in regard to the officers—they,
of course, will not be forgotten in the arrangement,
but they cannot expeet to be exalted to such a height
as to interfere with the just pretensions of the regulars.

“Being in some measure pledged for the success
of the experiment, I shall he under considerable
anxiety until I hear your sentiments.

“Every consideration of policy ought to make the
proposal to appear to come from yourself; therefore,



when you consult those around you, it will be un-
necessary to state your having received a communica-
tion on the subjeet.”

Mr. Cuthbert wrote in reply, and Brock, on Dec.
13, wrote again, forwarding a copy of a note received
from Sir James Craig, to whom he had submitted
Cuthbert’s letter. This note was to the effect that
some legal difficulties had arisen over the carrying
out of Cuthbert’s project, but which he trusted would
be got over immediately. Arms, such accoutrements
as were in store, and a supply of ammunition were
in readiness, and His Excellency promised should be
forwarded ‘as soon as the business is brought to a
conclusion.”

Apparently the legal difficulties proved insur-
mountable, for on July 7, 1808, Brock wrote to Cuth-
bert that the general had very substantial reasons
for objecting to any issue of arms at that time. He
added:—“Were your corps the sole consideration,
be satisfied he would not hesitate a moment; but he
cannot show you such marked preference without
exciting a degree of jealousy and outery which might
occasion unpleasant discussions.”

As the war between Britain and France developed,
and with it the ambition of the ruling faction in the
United States to secure possession of Canada, the war
party in the republic industriously -circulated the
report that the Canadians only awaited the unfurling
of the stars and stripes in Canada to rise in a body
against British rule. In refutation of this libel on
the lovalty of the Irench Canadians, the acting
governor (President of the Council), Mr. Dunn, made
arrangements for a grand military demonstration to
be made during the summer of 180S. One fifth of
the militia of the province were called out for training.
The ballotting for men was carried out with the greatest
spirit, giving the lie to the doubts which had been cast
upon the loyalty of the people. At the ballotting,
young bachelors competed with one another to pro-
cure the service tickets of married men who drew
them. Some men, who were not drawn, purchased
tickets from others who were, but not a few married
men refused to sell out. After the men required had
been sclected by ballot, and everything prepared for
their mobilization, Sir James Craig, the new governor,
arrived at Quebee, and he thought it best not to pro-
ceed any further. Consequently an order was issued
excusing the drafted force from service, but in a
general order issued November 24, 1808, the governor
lauded the Canadians for the loyal and heroic spirit
they had manifested.

In 1809, Sir James Craig, then governor, and who
had commanded Carleton’s advance guard at the
expulsion of the Continental troops in 1776, dismissed

from the Quebec militia five officers, on the ground
that the step was necessary for His Majesty’s service.
The cause assigned for this action was that the gover-
nor could place no confidence in the services of persons
whom he had good grounds to consider to be pro-
prietors of a seditious and libellous publication (Le
Canadien). They were Col. Panet, Capts. Bédard
and Taschereau, Lieut. Borgia and Surgeon Blanchet.

In 1808 a new Militia Act (48 George 111, Chap. i),
was passed, entitled:—“An act to explain, amend and
reduce to one act of parliament the several laws now in
being for the raising and training of the militia of the
province.”

The session of parliament of Lower Canada in 1812
opened on the 21st of February and passed a bill (52
George I11, Chap. ii) authorizing the governor, Sir
George Prevost, to embody 2000 young unmarried
men for three months in the year, who, in case of in-
vasion, were to be retained in scrvice for a whole year,
when half of the embodied would be relieved by fresh
drafts. In the event of imminent danger, he was em-
powered to embody the entire militia force of the pro-
vince, but no militiaman was to be drafted into the
regular forces. For drilling, training and other pur-
poses of the militia service, £12,000 was voted, and a
further sum of £30,000 was placed at the disposal of
the governor, to be used in the event of a war arising
between Great Britain and the United States.

Sir George Prevost, who had shortly before arrived to
succeed Craig, had reported to the Home Government
that he proposed to carry out a levy of the militia for
drill and for the purpose of executing some necessary
military  works; but the suggestion was overruled
by the British Government who, at this period, still
persisted in exercising direct control over military
matters in the colonies. This point is clearly exposed
in a letter addressed to Sir George Prevost, on this par-
ticular occasion, and preserved in the Dominion Ar-
chives. It reads as follows:—

“Horst Guarps, 30th
“LieuT.-GENERAL
SR GEORGE PrREvVOsT, BART,
&e., &e., &c.,

“S1r,—Having had the honour to receive and lay be-
fore the Conunander-in-Chief your letter of the 4th of
Mareh, I am commanded to acquaint you, that upon
the receipt of your original dispatch on the same sub-
ject, dated the 4th of December last, a reference was
made to His Majestv’s Government as to the expe-
diency of ecarrying the levy therein proposed into
effect, and it is only lately that an answer was received,
inthmating the view which had been taken of the inex-
pediency of this measure, as communicated to you in
the Seeretary of State’s dispatch of the 31st of March.

May, 1812.



“I am also to observe, that His Royal Highness is
of opinion that no arrangements of this kind should
be put in a course of exeeution, without a previous
authority; and that it is usual for the Commander-in-
Chief to communicate with the Government upon all
military formations whatever. His Royal Highness is,
however, fully sensible of the very zealous and proper
motives by which vou were actuated upon this oceasion.

“1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient, humble servant,
J. P. TORRENS.”

But this letter fortunately reached Canada too late,
for May 28, 1812, 21 days before the United States
Congress passed the bill empowering the President to
declare war against Great Britain, Sir George Prevost
raised four battalions of embodied militia in Lower
Canada; and a regiment of “voltigeurs,” a sort of
“corps d’élite,” was raised, the latter being placed under
the command of Major de Salaberry.

Companies of “voltigeurs” were first raised in the
Freneh army during the rule of the Great Napoleon,
the idea being to seeure the services of men of the small-
est stature in the army. The deeree of March 3, 1804,
provided for the raising of a company of voltigeurs
as a “Compagnie d’élite”, for each battalion of light
infantry, and a deeree dated Sept. 21, of the same year,
introduced voltigeurs into the infantry of the line,
one company for each battalion. These men were in-
tended to be transported about the theatre of opera-
tions, rapidly, being intended to accompany mounted
forces in swift attaeks, ete., the voltigeurs being ex-
ercised at riding on the pommels of the cavalrymen’s
saddles. The maximum standard of height for the
French voltigeurs was four fect eleven inches, and the
smaller they were the better. They were armed with
light guns, and at first with sabres, but a decrec of
October 7Tth, 1807, provided for the retirement of the
latter arm. The voltigeurs, unlike other Frenech
troops at that time, had no drums, their instrument of
musie being a “eornet,” a sort of small hunting horn
which was later replaced by an instrument much
resembling the modern trumpet.

The voltigeurs made sueh an impression by their
useful services that two regiments of conseripts raised
as chasseurs to form part of the Young Guard, peti-
tioned in 1810 to be allowed the designation of
voltigeurs. Under the second empire the voltigeurs
were accorded the same pay as grenadiers, and shared
with that braneh of the service the charge of the colours.
The voltigeur compauics oecupied the left of each
battalion. Besides the company of voltigeurs, whieh
existed in eaeh battalion of infantry of the line, there
were in the Guard four regiments of voltigeurs.

The Canadian Voltigeurs, who were light infantry
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or riflemen, were raised without any delay, in faet
the strength being reported complete in forty-eight
hours. This historical regiment was composed ex-
clusively of French Canadians. It was to de Salaberry
and the voltigeurs that the French Canadians owe the
proudest laurcls of the chaplet of glory they so gallantly
earned during this war.

The “Canadian Fencible Infantry Regiment” (10
companies), already serving in the provinece and earried
on the establishment of the regular army, was largely
recruited amoug the I'rench Canadians, its officers
being taken almost exclusively from the regular army.

The eomplete list of officers of the Canadian Fencible
Infantry in 1812 was as follows:—

Colone]l—Major-General Thomas Peter (1); Lieut-
Col.,—Major-General David Shank, George Robertson;
Major—TI'rancis Cockburn (1).  Captains—James
Eecles (2), William De Haren, Thomas Hay (2), Ed-
ward Cartwright (2), Dugald Campbell, George R.
Ferguson (2), Ewan MeMillan, Alex. MeQueen, James
Pentz. Lieutenants—John Reid (2), William Marshall,
Ronald M’Donell, Wm. Radenhurst, Henry Weather-
ston, John Johnston, Daniel Dupre (2), Archid. K. John-
son, Alexander Grant, R. M. Cochrane, Edward
Dewar (staff). Ensigns—Alex. MeMillan, Charles Pin-
guet, Thomas F. Gunter, Benjamin Delisle, Ulysses
Fitzmorris. Paymaster—Lieut. Wm. Marshall; Ad-
jutant—ZLieut. R. M. Cochrane; Quartermaster—
Alex. Fraser; Surgeon—DMichael Mabey; Asst.-Sur-
geon—Alex, Cunningham.
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