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Tlw" .lr,,;ir. .,„.„. ha. .\rruU,\ u, <ru<\ ,i s,„all parlv i,, Ali,:,l,a. a anW Slav,. I ..l.. .1mi early ,lat... ati.l \ nu ha\,. Imtm >cl.rt...l for ll... .luly,
Tlic ,.l.,j..ct i„ view is t„ „l,iaii» an cxliauslivr r,.,,,',,! ,„, .|, .nliti f ..ir,;,. ,i

..MH.ially, an.l par. irularly tu ,.oll....i inturn,ati„n l,kllv .,,,..
..(Ian.

.
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a i,M,t...,||y .nn.u.1,.,1. |, ,s also sta...! tha, sn,.,.. is us,.,| fnr . ra,iinj,,„r,,„ .s i, | :J.hI ,• M>. and -ha, n, a.l,ln„.n. a runsi.U.rahl,. ,|ua,„i,v .,f all >,„,. „f .'s,, .k wI
'

.
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Till, sctlir

cIdso altciiticiii

L' Hit lit" jM.iv,,||s ami Icltiii^ lin•-'- run will alM, 1„. sul,|<.,.|> n.,|„irin- suiir

Ynu will n.j,,., „n .1,,. s,a.,. „f ,!„. Il.h..r,.... ,|„. ,|na,„i,v.,f Inniher i„ variuu.

:o;;;:;,;:nKa..;;,::;;|;i:vt:''''-
'"•^' --<< -i,;. .i..... s.,i,a,..;,::r

V.u w,lla|soin,|nireintu,l,.. in,.M.as ,l,.,r..as,. .,f fur an,l ..an.,- par. i.ul.rh

t h; u I ,,.ann„, and wh.-.hor tl,,. Ar. .. .hen' pr...,.rvat.,n i. Lein^ sfirtlv .-ar.i..,' u
'

^^ ,.n .Ins „ ,,v. .n v,..w y„„ will l.av. .„ vi-i. a> ,nanv . ra.iin.
,
^s.s as 1 U 'u lv.n.n.y u, tho l,uMa

, grounds. V.,u will din... .1,,. ati..nn,.n ,„!di Uad. .'a In ,u,u .una. a.-ros. tn ,1,.. n,.,...ss,.y „t .....ctly ..l„.yin. .hMlan,- A,, and urdina, ,
1
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;;;;•;;:;:''''''••
^^^ ud„si,,andv viii,.x,,iain,„,i„.n, .,„. law ,.,:,, ,

I. is .i.|p,,r.(M| that l)..a\rr i.. drnvasini; .-.•ipidlv,

indi-ciiminalf! killiny- of yoiini,' and old, rau<(.d i.v i

in a urt'a., ini

!' .ladi.i's |iayin- the saiir'

i^ili,:; .o thr

'V kit b..aM.r as fo,. a full „.own on.. Von wdi ,n:,u:n. v . ;
' "

,', ^ "\\
concerned , he folly of kilhn, innna.ure a.n.uals. ' Tl„. nund.r o/s i',;;': ,

! '^^
..X .a ves,srap.dly nK.,.eas,n. an,ly„u will ,nake in,|uine. with . ^i.w .o its ,re n ,As on .he infornuuion oluainrd l,v vou will in a .ovat , m,.

"""""
estahlisldn-of noliee oos.s ...f ...„,..,,.!„. .l!,..: ,,

-" .'t .nea^uie. d,.,,.,,„i ,|,„

ojimioi

slnnu of po ice posts at an ea.iy date, you will report .,n .he 1,,... p'.un.s i

1 to|. the police to work- from. '
n \our

N'on, tin.e .o .nne r.nnour. have .vach...! u. of nuo'ders having heen .onnni.te,! nithe unor^unzed terr„ories;,hese you wdl investigate and report „,,'
inforinution ol.tainahie fron, Superi.Tendent ( irieshach I.efore prociediie. .ioni mdnecessary, take innnediate action.

' " """"''""l.'f

1 have n<, autho.i.y to instruct you /> y.ur .hities as justice of the peace hut v, u.nnst renuMnhertha, ,na.,^ of the Indiana and small tra.lc-s mav he i-M-u n .f
'

l\ ,a.Hl theretore m ty have olllmded unwittingly. It will he .n,p..sM..le a , en iunp.-ison m that territory, and in the event of h.ies not l.ein^ fo ,h, in. a uc. ,.,can ,u.ve Ume tor their collection, as is usually done he.e, when, later on" ,,the usual impn.sonment can he hetter enforced. ' ''

A great deal of tact and jndu'.nent wih h,- rcjuired in deatiufi with these mattersand
1 need not impress upon you the nece.ssity of lo.sin,- no tin.e "unneces ar Iv theroad, as|he season is short. With this ohject in view, your party u^l^^^^.l^.u!;!.
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^"^>nluv^,('.r.uul llapi.is, Lo..,.,. Sjav,. [ ik u, K ,,
''" .';'""^"";- P-''^^ ^ - Athabasca

'^•"' '^•" -nti"^ t„ ,{,.. Hudson s I ;j V ,; ; ':;"' "" ^''" '"•"^^' ^i-- 'Jiv..-.

The ('(iriipfr'olh

I' as {M

f ha\.' thr liunnur tn !,(.. sic.

^ mil- olii'dicnt sei'vaiit.
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liftui-ii of Pi-oceedin-s had,
-Map. showinir roulL' travelled \-c
^un.ples of .rain .n.vn on the „.ost northerly ranch in An.erica.

I liHve tlie honour to lie, .sir,

Your obedient servant.

The Coniniissioner

North-west IMounted Police,
Hegina.

A. 11. Gi!li:sBACJ(. S.^pf.

Com,„a„ding •• (,'
''

Division.
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alM)Ut 5 iiiilos wido and ai'fived at Furt I'csnlution nn Sundav, l;5tli l'"rlirnarv at .''..'.0

[I. in. wliicli ended my nnftherii journey.
Tills Iludscur- I'.ay Company's l''orl is Iniilt- i.n tlie sli,,iv(it' the lake, is stockaded and

<'onlains several neat hiiildini^H, it is not as lar^e a-, C'hippewepaii, tliout;h an important
iradini,' ]i(.st in charge ot' Mr. C. V. (Jaiidet. Theiv is also a tradin- post l.eloni,dn- tu
Nagle anil ilislop wlio Imvt; anotlier al .'^lony Island '_'(> uiiies disian! on i le' lake.
There is a Roman Caiiiolic .Mission and a il.iy -ehool manai;'d iiv t wo pi ie^is The
mission owns a side wheel sieainer whii-h ems e- the Cicai S|a\^ Lake and carries
supplies to the .Missions at the i'eel and Maeken/.ie liivers. The ehuieh is huilt ot' lo^s
;inii is ()U .\ .'511 feet, four lay hrothers are enijiloyed hv the mission

Throiiuh the winter the po|iulation eimsists of only aiioiii 1 O.s soaU. in the suiiimrr
like at Chippeweyan. it inereases to (ilKJ or 7UU. This may.o-. ealled the land of j.ienLv
as regards meat and lish, the eiirihoo lieini,' very numerous this year, the lake
trout ar(; of great si/e, very jjleiitiful and of line il,i\ (,iii'. | met a numher
of Indians here.— Doiirihs. Yellowkiiives .and ."slasies wh,, e. in (o 1 1 ,ide i heir furs
airl ijet their o'Ulit to enahle them to :.'o to the j'.arren (onunds after musk o\.

'i'he l!ev. l-"ather i)u])rie, w ho is in eharge of theCJreat Slave i.ake .M i.ssion. informed
me thai the whalers, mostly .Vmerieans, who traded with the ivskirnos and oi her Indi.ULs
of the far north (alon- ih,' Maeken/.ie Hixer .and al the i ehel Islands,, deal princi-
pally in lii|uoi-. no duty heinu paid on goods or lupior. The women are dehaiiehed, and
diunken sailois fre<|Uently shoot the jndiairs. Whalers often winter there, sometimes
as many as t .Muily \e.ssels. roison hail is said to he used alsi.

.Vtt.'i- restinu- tlu' dugs and u.atheiinu' wli.ai inform.ation was possihle, I si.arledon
the 17th I'ehruaiy on my return journey to l'"ort Sniiih. Information liavin;.; lieen laid
.-igaiiist .lohn Trindle for seitinu mit poison I look him with iiu' to that post, hv [uessing
forwaril I w.is en.ihled to make the ti'ip in three days havin- thehenelit of my old tralL

Arriving iit l-"ort Smith at ',) p.m. on the -jnth fehruary I remained there over
Sunday, and the ne.xt d.iy tried Trindle and \V. lir.iwn, .m inieri>reter In ij,,' Hudsiuis
I'.ay Company. They holli Jileadeil " ninliy " ;ind were lined .<:.'.". and costs.

( »r. Sunday, F.atliei' I )isehamlieneal, the priest in char-'e at l''ort Sadth. who had
heen visiting the Indians, w.as lirou^ht in l.y them in a dyin;:- condition. 1 proceeded
to Smith's Landing', wheiv I tried Charles Sander.son fca- putting out poison, he ha\in-
heen hroueht in hy my specud eonstahles, he aho pleaded uuilly and uas lined .--J.') and
costs. .\fter the trial, during which time my dia\er was husy hakin;; bread and m.ik-
ing ready, we procei'ded on our trip and late at night we cainJM-d at Carihoo IsLmd.

The next day we got to La liutte, within ."(I.) nnles of Chippeweyan, from luav I

sent one i.f my doe dri\(.rs ahead with ins! ru.-t ions to Ser-eant I let her'in-t on to l'i'I hack
the dogs from the island and to notify the hishup of t he illness of the pri-st at Fort
Smilh. Ileinv calm and clear the theruiometer at -^ -:;_'

. I decided to press on and drive
all ninht, which we dul with the exception of the slioii hahs. or as called here •• spells."
durin-- which time the kettle was boiled ami a cup of tea and a bit of hannocl; hastily
consumed .and much enjoved.

The following day shortly before arriving at Chippewepan, I met liishop (irouard
on his way to visit die sick [U'lest already mentioned.

The L'.'jih I'Vbruary, on my arrival at Chijipeweyan, 1 found that Serneant llether
ingtoii had not been idle, he iiad a number of cases to lay i.ef.av me. and I have much
pleasure .n re,iortiny that he deserves much credit for the wav he handled them. These
cases which are noted and attached, occupied my time from the L'Cith T'ebruary to the
•'h'd ."March, and the ne.yt day I started on my i\:\w i;i\ er evpedit ion.

At Chippeweyan I was oblieeil to |iurcli;tse twodou~, one of (Uiishasine- ilied,
another being unlit for dutv.

I5y advice of Chief Facliu' l>r. .McKay, the weather being siiU stormy and un
si'ttled and the cairiers of the Peace Uiver packet having been lost for .several days. I

hired a guide to pilot our party over the enti of Lake Athabasca, the (,>uatre Fouche or
i)elUi of the Peace River, and port igcs consisting of stieams, marshes and lakes.PV ..

imwt-e ,uid Lake Claire, the latter whei
here dispensed with the pilot and coiitinueij on tl

viz.: M, e v\e crossed, being tU miles wide. 1

he portage which is througii niuski
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Hay Corn-
'-''ucles the

riio tluirdi ot Kn-land lias a church, a day and br.ardin- s.'hool with ten scholars
IL IS situated al.out twu uiiles l,e]nNv the HudMm.s liay pn^t.-n tlie hank of ilu. ijvrr uul
IS n» (•liarne ,.t tiir U.-v. Mr. Seutt, a.ssjstcd hy another clergyman.

The lluman Catholic mission which is situated a .,uarterof a mile aljove V,.rmilli„nlamana-ed hy hathcr . I au.ssard, assisted hy Fatlier Dupin and two lav brothers thevhavea.schoo w„h „ur girls and tw.. hoys as -lay sciiolars, thirteen girls and tsV.ntV
boys as ,.,anlcrs. 1 h.y eultivat.. thirty acres and gr..w potalncs and other vegetable:
also harl.-y aiul wheat successfully, have a gri.sl-null which grin.ls ahont ..edit v ha-'s ..fwheal per annum and .juite a cllection of farm impiemmts, nuludi.e.~wa"..mr AeIhe present church being too small for the c-cngregai i„n is t,. b.. ..nlarucd, "u.d the'material tu build one Ho x 2l' is on tlie ground.

On the opposite or north bank two traders have l.jcated, tiamelv, F. Urick and
1 welve-l'oot I avis, an American. The I.awrenee [Iros. iiave separate farms of about I.W
acres eacii uiuler cultivatum, only ha^ing lost one crop during the last seventeen years
1 procured samples of wli..at,, barley and oats which I handec'i to you K .1 1 avvrenceownsagnstand saw inill with a twelve hor.se power engine, also a steam thresher, a
sell lander, gang plougiis and other farm implements.

The country is wooded with small timber, and the <,pen places or patches of prairie
are about sutl.eient b.r the present inhal,itanis. The soil is reported ...od plenty ofhay can be ma.le ,n 1 h<. hnmediate vicinity. iieing beyond the la.rge tislu^ries; and moose
very plent.ttil, the inhabitants live principally on them, with other game ami a limitedamount of domestic cattle, though of inferior grade, probably eaused bv in and in
breeding, but they are much valued and their owners appeared ambitious' to raise fair
sized herds.

This is about the centre of the range of the JJeaver Indians, who are more like the
\\ ood t rees than the northern or fishing tribes. I noticed the hair-breeds of this
settlemenU and c-ontinuing up the river, were more intelligent and civili/ed ^han those
in the lake .li.stricts. lle.v Sergeant Hetheringlon laid information against Tsaao
(.agn.jn an ( arey Amedie (Imlian) and Pru.len Demore, also an Fmiian lad named
Aitre. Allaw (who had just completed his education at the Church of iOngland .A[ission
^(^liool). I he boy was allowed to go under suspended sentence. The othei- were
all convicte.1 and fined .^2") each. Later on 1 learned that Carey had, throu-di his
carelessness narrowly escajunl poisonit.g a number .,f Indians, but succeed..! in killing,hve of their hunting dogs, thereby oi.liging the Fndians to draw in their sleds contain"
ing their furs and other iwlongings, al,so that Gagnon had distributed I'JO poi,soned baitsalong the river bank.

T beg here to mention the satisfactory and /.ealous manner in which Sergeant
Hetherington invest ig.atcd and prosecuted these cases, and attach his .-eport

,"
thesudden death ot ont> I'xjitrand.

It was my intention to comply with the instructions of tlm commissioner, if posMble
to proceed from lliis point via Trout L.ake ami Wapi.scaw and thence along the \tha'
basca. I ound tins impracticable, the- country being neatly unknown, but supposed to
be through iKsny Im.h and muskeg. 1 could not obtain a guide anl wa. c!blio,.d tochange my proposed route to that by Lesser Slave Lake.

"'

I received at Vermillion inf.^rmati.m that .m.. (Element Paul was setting out p„isonby which nd.an dogs had been desliuy.d, and having .secure.l a guide procecled on the
U.th .Maivh towards his loc^.at.oti. .Vfter travelling for four days through the woods
owar.ls Iveg Kiver and m the vicinity of Head Mountain T found that he was visitin-

his line ot traps along the Tlay Hiver about 10 days' journey oil', and had alreadv b.en
tw-,, days on the way. I could not obtain dog feed, and therefore did not follow himmtormation was laid and later on he ';;m be dealt with.

'^'''^/';'P; westward, and in the vicinity of the Peace River was mostly throu-h
burnt and tall.Mi timber, which evidently had been of good quality. The soil is reported
good I lie approach to the river is very steep. Tl,,. climate fs report.-d milder than
lower down, and the n.-aror the Jlocky Mountains ,i . ..lilder it is said to be

\\o did not experience a change until the 23rd of March, when we encountered a
eiunocjk wind which reminded me of my home at Fort Macleod. The 20tli March we
crossed the Peace l{iver at Jiuffalo River point, where there are two families one of
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Tlic Roman Catholic .^Jission, which is four miles above the Hudson's Bav C oini)an>

)n, ,i;rows wheat, barlev, oats,
post, has four hundred acres fenced and .'50 undei' cultivati,

and vaiious vei;etaliles. Tiiey Iiave a neat church, 4.") x •Jo, a mission house, ot) x 23,
separate dinin^-roonl and kitchen, Mo x L'O, worksiupp, .'io x I'O, milk house, 18 x Id, th

'

hiiildings for stock, a large barn and store-houses. The lumber for these buildinj
cut in the bush, whip-sawn, and shinjile^ made personally hy the Uev. Father II

a
ree

mi's was

who will short I V erect l)uildin''s for invent, th il 1)

Ussnn,
lit, llie material Deiiii,' ready.

The r>iick I'.ros.have a trading; post boul four miles distant and appear lo l)o
doing a fair liu-iiiess. One :;iile >iill further rm is the " Shaftsbury " Chuieh of Knu-
land .Mission in cliar-i- of Itev. .Mr, Hobertsoii, who was absent during my visit. "l
neither saw nor heard of any si'hool or school children there, and by the
general appearance of the property I should judge that little success lias been met with,

llavini: recei\e(l infoi'ination relating to poison at several places higher up the
river, 1 secured a team of horses, as the thaw made travelling too ilithcult for doys, to
go to LHinvagen and the Clearwater Kiver. but when within a <la\ s tiav.^lof Diinva'-en
was obliged to turn back, the river being unsafe. 'i\vo brothers named .McCoy
(.Vnn'ricans) living aljout the boundary line of llrilish Columbia, I was informed, had,
this sea.son, poisoned more than 70 foxes. 1 also heard of [loisoned bail at Spirit l;i\cr
15 miles from I )iinvai,'aii, and at Crand Prairie. 2-" miles b.youd that place, where both
whiskey and poison were in general use. This j)lace is repoi'ted to be i|uiteaii extensive
settlement of lied liiver half-lireeds and Indians, and I regretted mv inaljility to inter-
\iew and deal out justice tn these peojile

Uii till' .'list March we started, accompanied by .Mr, l!ed,son. who was travellinii to
Le.sser slave Lake for the purpose of leaving his dogs at theii- summer ipiarters, Tuiil
assisted us by carrying part of our loads, and niafle about Mo miles alon^,' the Lesser Slave
Lake Portage where we camped at Little I'raiiie. The trail was slushy thouuii there
is a good waggon mad throui,'h fair sized poplar to Lesser Sla\e Lake, a distance of about
90 miles from the Peace Paver, 1 arrived at the Hud.son's Hay p..st there late on
the Lst .\pril. anil was joined next day by Sergeant I letherinuton' This j.ost has l.eeii

established for many years and is tht; headciuarters of iheliud.son's P>ay Company in
Peace Kiver district. 'I'here is ;i large residence foi' i lie chief factor, ' buildini^s" for
clerks and servants (luaitei's, logethei- v.-ith store liouses and stables. It is situated on
a bay of Lesser Slave Lake. Cattle and horses are kept here for the purpose of freight-
ing across the portage.

This ])laceis well known for its excellent shooting grdiinds, duck and geese abound,
of \vliicli at least l.oOU duck and oi.lO geese are killed each spring and falll-'or the use of
the post. Ther-c is also a tisheiy whei'e llU.OOO tisli in the fall, and Pi.OOOin tlie
summer are killed for the settlement including the Hoiiian Catholic ;\Ii,^ioll. These are
whitelish, lake trout, pike, pickerel and sucker's There is a large and llourishin:;
Roman Catholic .Mission aiul .school, th(! convent is 72 feet long by 2n wide and two
and a-half storys high, also a Church of Kngland -Mission, both of which I visited, 1

heard fr'oui Chief I'actor Ewen .Macdoiiald, who had just received a letter- fr-om St, .lohn
stating that many Indians wer'c starving there and at (irand Prairie, at which place
they had eaten 25 horses.

This destitution was caused by the heavy Ijusli hres last year driving themoo,seand
other animals to the lower part'5 of Peace l{iver and also the scarcity of rabbits, conse-
(juently jireyenting the I ndians from " pitching <iff" in their- starvini: state, ami therdiv
capturing little or no fur-. [t was nry intention, if possible, to go from here lo Trout
Lake, Wapiscaw and Grar.d Rapids, but I was strongly advised by .Mr. ^racdonald, not
to make the attempt, and on the 5th of April, on account of the thor-ough thaw and
general break up, [ found all 1 could do to make my way down Lesser Shnc Lake and
River a distance of about 170 miles, and I followed the .Vthabasca for about 9(,i miles to
Athabasca Landing, The timber alonv the Le.s.ser Slave Piiver- is burnt otf in nianv
])iaces as is the case also on the Athabasca, the upper part of which is very similar to
the parts I had travelled over at its northern oi' lower exti-emity. 1 arrivpd at .Vtha-
basca Landing on tlie.l2tli .Vpril. I found the snow had entiiely disappeared and
tl e roads dry rendering it impossible for- the dogs to draw their "load.s, anil 1 lavmi:
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90 NORTH. WEST MOUXTED POLICE.

'^^^:e!B^^xIB!^^Vfi'v iiniiiiinil.

MIUOKHS.

rrulIndians (if uusiiuMil iiiiiiil •;! vlwl "\V'..'J. li i, ••
\ , .

kill.'.ll.yl.isuwn.riU..
'"'"">'" ^^'"""" ^V.ht.-k,.,,, ,uul would so..n Imv,.

f lidvf' tlu' liutiour til lie, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. M. .lAin'TS, iHsprrtor,

The Ot!icer Conini;iii.lin<.'.
^" ''^""'^" '/'^''"•'/'"•« Patrol.

N.W. .Mounted Police,

Fort Saskatchewfui.

Is, are

IN of
'-. r

•
1 iiid

la I'K"

Ik 'en

NOKTII-WMST MolNTKn PoMPi:,
Puitr V|.:i!MiM,i,,\,' llth .March. 1,^117,

ViV ;)i;\Tn of hkiituavd.

fnnn^:i:i'.;:;: tX;:::::cZn\^^tTtr ^r'
''^^ '-''•-^--—-.d
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'

"l'^""' "r'*'""'^-
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case.
'"" ''"•''^'' '-^ '"^ evidence whatever of foul play i,, tho

present at thesr^roe hoKI on theniXtof Me'r.l.mj'
7'' •'"'''.' '^'''^'''t^'. ill of whom were

was very drunk and was put ,0 i;:.! by ( . e -l nd V I
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7'" "''''

''"'T^'
l^-'t.and. who was

The general opinion in tut^.l." .^'''/V!' """" 1'";""" '"''"'"
''^'^ ''-'^'''

liquor, which wasitole^Tlvhim^ n F P,H.k ^ ''''''t' fV''"'"' ''" "^''- ''-« of
place tradn.,. at Ke« UiveVj 1 i

.

,,/, ^;r/%
.T'''^.''^''; ^''^^'k is away fron, his

at Athabasca Landir..^ ^ ''"" ^"^ ^'^'^'^'"^ '" '^""f"' when he is expected

forw:d:;^ri^r:x^:;;hetr^i;;:^ra:;;'h^"'''^ ^ ^-^ ^-^
Permits for twelve gallons „{ ouo • f AI

'"
'." " '.'""''^'l >"s former statement.

by me at Athabasca Lamlin-Tabout i^l^u^M
™- '"'"' ""'^- ^'"''^''' ^^^— ^'^cl

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

To Inspector J.\int.s.

Commanding Northern Patrol.

S. H?:TnEKlNGTOX,
S, Serjeant.
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