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PREFACE.

IN committing to the press the last volume of my
Travels on the Continent of America, I have only
to ask for it the same careful and patient examina-
tion, and the same candid and impartial criticism,
by which those who may read its pages would like
any work of their own to be judged, were they
about to appear before the tribunal of the public.

Of the narrative and descriptive portions, there
will not probably be much difference of opinion, as
the pictures possess at least fidelity and truth, from
their being drawn on the spot. On the historical
and statistic sections, all practicable care has been
bestowed, and the best accessible authorities, ancient
and modern, diligently consulted and compared.
And of the illustrations, it is sufficient perhaps to
say that they are from the pencil of Mr. Bartlett, to
ensure for them that confidence in their accuracy, to
which, all who have seen the cities and scenes deli-
neated, will bear their willing testimony.

The portion of this work that will no doubt excite
some opinions in accordance, and others at variance
with the Author’s views, is that which embraces the
Chapter on National Colonization. But, as it is the
fate of all new projects or propositions—from the
Expedition of Columbus, down to the introduction of
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Gas Lights, Steam Navigation, a Civic Police, Slave-
Emancipation, Cheap Postage, or Free Trade—to
meet with opposition, from the classes who are most
slow to perceive the advantages of improvement, and
from those who are interested in maintaining things
as they are; so it would be vain to expect that a
proposition so bold and comprehensive as that of
introducing an entire new system of planting Colonies
abroad, should be received even with general favour.
It must pass through its ordeal of abuse, ridicule,
scorn, and contempt, like all other projects; and
Time alone will decide whether it has within it the
elements of truth, justice, and practicability, to sus-
tain it through the conflict.

I beg the favour, therefore, of those to whom this
proposition seems at first uninviting, to remember
well, that it is the common trick of those who will
not give themselves the trouble to examine what is
new, to excuse their indolence, and flatter their self-
love at the same time, by affecting a degree of wisdom
so superior to that of ordinary mortals, as to be able to
pronounce judgment without weighing the evidence,
and oracularly to condemn everything which they
will not give themselves the pains to understand, as
“visionary and impracticable.” This has been the
sentence of shallow-minded men, in every age, on
every subject that was in advance of their own
understanding or their own industry to make them-
selves thoroughly acquainted with; and this is the
cuckoo-note of shallow-minded persons still.

If the ¢ army of martyrs” who have been thought
“visionaries” in their day and generation,—from
Anaxagoras, who was condemned for impiety towards
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the gods, because he taught some new astronomical
truths, and contended that there was only one
Supreme Intelligence ruling the Universe, down
to Galileo, who was imprisoned by the Inquisition
for broaching new ¢impieties” of the same des-
cription; and so onward to Columbus, who was
treated as a “visionary” by the Courts and Col-
leges of Europe; or Fulton, who was an object of
scorn and ridicule to the multitude when he made
his first attempt to propel a vessel by steam on the
Hudson river ; or, in moral changes, to Wllberforce
and Clarkson, who were regarded as ‘‘monomaniacs ”
—or Father Mathew, who was at first considered a
mere “ dreamer ”—and the advocates of substituting
a Congress of Nations to maintain Universal Peace,
and settle all national disputes by arbitration instead
of having recourse to war, all of whom are regarded
by the great majority of mankind as ‘ imbeciles ” or
* fanatics ;”—if such an *“army of martyrs” could be
raised from the dead some fifty years hence, when
their  visionary and impracticable schemes” have
all received the stamp of Time to mark them as
the works of men who had effected the greatest and
most beneficial revolutions in human affairs ;—and
if such a “host of visionaries” could at the same
time be confronted with the weak and shallow men
who derided their efforts, scoffed at their projects,
and either persecuted or denounced them as mad-
men or fools—how would the glory of the one and
the shame of the other stand out in bold relief, and
each make the other more conspicuous!

But, let the planners and projectors of the world,
visionary though they may be deemed, console them-
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selves with this reflection, that it is to the very
enthusiasts who are so contemptuously scorned, that
the world owes all the pioneering efforts which have
resulted in the discovery and promulgation of almost
every great physical, moral, or political change that
has yet improved the condition of mankind ;—that
their zeal, which is so much ridiculed, furnishes the
only power which could sustain them in their frowned-
upon and discouraged career;—and that their indif-
ference and superiority to the scoffs of the ignorant,
their single-mindedness of purpose, and their uncon-
querable perseverance in what they believe to be just
and true, can alone achieve the triumphs they so
ardently desire.

J. S. BUCKINGHAM.

8, Regent’s Villus,
Avenue Road,
Regent's Park.
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CANADA.

CHAP L

Departure from the United States for Canada—Embark at
Queenstown in an English steamer—Pass between Fort Niagara
and Fort George—Historical Incidents connected with these
Forts—Voyage across Lake Ontario—Agreeable contrast of
an English steamer with an American—Arrival at Toronto.

Havine now concluded our Survey of the United
States of America, after a tour of three years,
during which we had visited nearly every part of
that extensive country, we were anxious to follow it
up by as careful and impartial an examination of the
British Possessions on the same Continent, including
Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. The
diversity of opinion as to the value of these Pos-
sessions and the condition of their inhabitants,
which prevailed in England, as well as the opposite
views taken by different parties as to the merits or
demerits of the recent rebellion, rendered it highly
B
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desirable that a calm and unbiassed investigation
should be made by some one who had neither pre-
possessions nor prejudices to sustain, and who would
therefore examine with patience, and record with
fidelity, all that passed within his observation dur-
ing his travels through these Provinces. In this
spirit, I can truly say, that I entered on the task ; and
I had the fullest confidence that, in the same spirit, I
should continue to pursue it to the end. The follow-
ing narrative of our journey, and the reflections to
which the incidents of it gave rise, will best deter-
mine how far that resolution has been strictly
adhered to.

On Monday, the 24th of August, 1839, we left
the United States of America for Canada—embark-
ing at Queenstown, in the Straits of Niagara, on
board the English steamer Transit, Capt. Richard-
son. We left the wharf at Queenstown at 2 p. m.,
and running down the five or six miles of the narrow
stream which divides the British from the American
territory, we entered the Lake Ontario. On the
right hand of our track we had Fort Niagara, with
the American flag flying—and on the left hand, Fort
George, and Fort Missassauga, or the Rattlesnake,
in the British town of Niagara. On these last, no
colours were displayed, though there were two flag-
staffs—one on each Fort—and a number of English
troops in garrison: the British flag was nowhere
seen, though a British vessel was passing, while the
American stripes and stars were floating in the
breeze. This was a neglect which we could not but
regret ; as the sight of the national banner, wher-
ever it may of right be honourably displayed, is
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always welcome to the eye, and cheering to the
heart, of those who regard it as their own.

The two British Forts were the scene of a deadly
struggle for supremacy between the Americans and
the English, in May, 1813 ; the former making the
attack, from their opposite Fort, and from batterics
along the river ; while Commodore Chauncey, with
a fleet of American vessels, and 200 boats laden with
men, opened a bombardment from the ships, and
landed their men. They were seconded in their
efforts by a discharge, from the cross-fire of the bat-
teries, of red-hot shot and shells, and succeeded in
driving the British from their entrenchments, and
setting fire to their forts. But the English rallied
after their retreat—re-organized—rcturned to the
charge—and, in a desperate struggle, succeeded in
driving their enemies back into the Lake, and
obtaining and keeping safe possession of their origi-
nal posts: such are the vicissitudes of war !

The American Iort, Niagara, is of much older
date than the British I'ort, St. George. As early as
1769, the spot on which Iort Niagara now stands,
was enclosed by a stockade, and used as a fortress
against the native Indians, by the celebrated French
commander, La Salle. The present fort was built
as early as 1725, by the French: but in 1759, it
was taken by Sir William Johnson, on the part of
the British, by whom it was, in 1796, ceded to the
Americans. In 1813 it was again taken by the
English; and, in 1815, again yielded to the United
States, with whom it has ever since continued, being
on the territory of the State of New York, the north-
west angle of which is the point of junction between

B2
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the Straits of Niagara and Lake Ontario, the spot
on which this fortress stands.

In a sketch of the history of this Fort, it is said,
that, during its early occupation by the French,
there were close and impregnable dungeons after-
wards discovered, with instruments of torture in
them for inflicting pain or death upon the victims
incarcerated there. It is added, that during the
American revolution, all kinds of atrocities were
perpetrated here, by an abandoned set of miscreants,
who lived by plunder and murder on this then
remote frontier. Here, it is said by an American
writer, ‘“civilized Europe revelled with savage
America; and ladies of education and refinement
mingled in the society of those, whose only distinc-
tion was to wield the bloody tomahawk and scalping
knife. There the squaws of the forest were raised
to eminence, and the most unholy unions between
them and officers of the highest rank, were smiled
upon and countenanced. There, in their strongholds,
like a nest of vultures, they dwelt securely for seven
vears, sallying forth from time to time, and preying
upon the distant settlements of the Mohawks and
Susquehannahs. It was the dep6t of their plunder,
and the place in which they planned all their forays,
and to which they returned to feast and riot, till the
hour of plunder and murder returned again. The
dungcon of the mess-house, called the Black-Hole,
was a strong, dark, and dismal place; and in one
corner of the room was fixed the apparatus for
strangling the unhappy wretches who fell under the
displeasure of the despots that held rule here in
early days. A merchant residing at this Fort, in
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1812, when an attack upon it was every hour
expected from the British, deposited some of his
most valuable articles in one of these dungeons for
security ; and having to go down into it with a light,
he found to his surprise, that the walls from top to
bottom were covered with the names of French per-
sons who had been there confined—some of them
accompanied by sentences in their native language—
but of which he was then too hurried to take notes.
Among the countless mementoes thus left in this
dark abode of misery, he found to his great astonish-
ment the name of one of his own family, perhaps
an ancestor, distinctly engraved in large letters, well
preserved! In 1805, when some excavations were
made to clean out an old drain, the skeleton of a
female, supposed to have been murdered here, was
found concealed. It was in this same Fort, whose
past history, perhaps, suggested the choice of such a
spot for such a deed, that a few years since, a person
named William Morgan, who had disclosed all he
knew of the secrets of Free-Masonry, was kidnapped
from the jail of Canandaigua, where he was confined
for debt, by some over-zealous Masons ; carried away
by them in a private carriage for upwards of a hun-
dred miles—locked by them in the powder maguzine
at this place—kept there for three or four days with-
out discovery or detection, and never heard of more !
Such is the black and fearful history of this crime-
stalned fortress, which at one time was of immense
strength, and covered an area of eight acres in space;
a spot worthy to be called by the expressive name
originally bestowed on Kentucky—*“the dark and
bloody ground.”
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Our passage across Lake Ontario was most agree-
able. The weather was very finc, the water smooth,
the society intelligent; and everything connected
with the management of the steamboat admirably
conducted. We dined at three o’clock, and never
since we left England, had we been scated at a
table more perfectly English in all its service, arrange-
ments, fare, and attendance. Instead of the long and
narrow table of American steamboats and hotels,
with a multiplicity of dishes so crowded as often to
lap over each other, we had a table of ample width,
and comparatively few dishes; but these were all
excellent. Instead of the common white earthen-
ware, without covers, coarse glass, and still coarser
cutlery and metal spoons, so constantly seen at the
public tables of America, we had here a service of
richly coloured and gilded china, with plated covers
for the dishes, fine crystal cut glass, cutlery of the
best quality, and massive silver spoons and forks.
"The quiet ease and gentlemanly leisure in which the
meal was served and partaken was the very opposite
of the hurry and bustle of an American dinner ; and
the dishes themselves were without exception all of
the best kind ; while on an American steamboat table
half of those placed there contain mere scraps,
which few persons touch, and which indeed do not
scem to be intended for any other purpose than to
fill up the space, and crowd the table with an
appearance of excessive abundance. The servants
too had been trained in a good school, and were all
remarkably clean, well dressed, and attentive, with-
out the running and scrambling which is character-
istic of American attendants. I‘or this, however-



TORONTO. 7

they can scarcely be blamed, because where the
guests are all eager to finish their meals in ten or
fifteen minutes of time, and are each too busy on
their own account to spare any time to help their
neighbours, the dishes that require carving must be
taken from the table to the sideboard, and as each
servant has to go there for whatever is wanted in a
room of 100 or a cabin of 50 feet in length, it is only
by running at the swiftest speed that they can get
through their labours within the specified time. A
relief from all this noise and bustle was peculiarly
agreeable to us; and as we sat for half an hour after
dinner at the table, in light and cheerful conversation
according to the English fashion, the whole scene
furnished a stronger contrast to what we had
recently witnessed, in everything except language,
than is experienced in crossing the channel from
France to England.

After a most agreeable voyage across the Lake,
we reached Toronto at 6 p.». and procured apart-
ments at the North American hotel.

We remained at Toronto for three weeks; and
found our stay so agrecable that we should willingly
have prolonged it to three months, had the season
not been too far advanced to admit of our doing this.
We had the good fortune to possess letters of intro-
duction to some of the principal families of the
city, and these obtained for us the most hospitable
altentions on their parts, and favourable intro-
ductions to others. Added to this, I met an unusual
number of old friends and acquaintances assembled
here from different parts of the world, one from
Bombay, one from Madras, two from Calcutta, one
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from Malta, one from Trinidad in the West Indies,
and a great number from different parts of England
and the United States. All this brought around
us a most delightful circle of friends, so that we felt
ourselves more at home here than we had done since
leaving London.

During our stay at Toronto, we took several
pleasant drives through the country surrounding the
town ; and had all our inquiries respecting the past
history and present condition of the province freely
answered. We mingled too with all ranks of society,
from that of the Lieut.-Governor, the Judges, and
the heads of departments, to the farmers from the
neighbouring districts, and persons engaged in trade,
whom we met on various occasions. The means of
acquiring correct information were therefore placed
within our reach ; and from these, added to personal
investigation, the following sketch of Toronto was
compiled.




CHAP. IL

Sketch of the history of York or Toronto—Position of the
town—Size, plan, streets—Wooden side-walks—Long plank
turnpike road—Superiority in pleasure and economy to
macadamized roads—Public edifices—Parliament IHouse and
offices—Hall of Representatives—Legislative council-chamber
—College buildings and grounds—Funds for endowment—
Course and cost of education—Government House—Churches,
—Episcopal service—Differences in English and American
Churches—Newspapers—Judicial establishment—Professions
of law and medicine—Hospital and asylum—Emigrant office
—Banks and currency—Municipal government.

It is now about thirty years since the town of York
was first founded here. For many years it continued
to be a mere village of wooden houses, the settlement
being so insignificant that it was generally called
« Little York ;” and as the streets were unpaved, and
often impassable in the rainy season, it was occasion-
ally called ¢ Dirty Little York.” As this was an
undignified combination of epithets for the metro-
polis of Upper Canada, an act of the Legislature
was passed about eight years since, by which its
name was changed to Toronto. It is now, indeed,
neither ¢little” nor « dirty;” but, both in size and
cleanliness, may rank with many of the provincial
capitals of the United States. It is about six years
since, that it took its first start towards a more rapid
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increase in size and numbers. At that period the
population was estimated at 4,000; and there were
but two brick edifices in the town. At present it
numbers about 13,000 inhabitants, and it has more
than two hundred brick buildings. Besides these,
there are a great number of pretty villas, and genteel
cottage residences, with gardens and lawns, within the
distance of a mile from the city, which add greatly to
its beauty, and give proof of the taste, comfort, and
even opulence, of the higher classes of the com-
munity, by whom these detached dwellings are chiefly
occupied.

The position of Toronto is highly advantageous.
It lies on the northern shore of a bay, formed by a
long low strip of sand and alluvium, cast up by the
river Don, a little to the eastward of the town, and
stretching itself along westerly, in a line almost
parallel to the inner shore. This forms a bay of
about six miles in depth, and ten in breadth. It is
sufficiently protected from the winds and seas of the
Lake Ontario, by the strip of low land described ;
and as well protected from the entrance of an enemy’s
force, by the extreme narrowness of the only channel
by which vessels can enter, this being guarded by a
strong fort, now constructing to supersede an older
one placed nearer to the town.

Along the northern shore of this bay, approaching
close to the water’s edge, stands the City of
Toronto. On its northern, eastern, and western
border, it has level and gently undulated tracts of
country, well cleared and cultivated. On the south
it has before it the bay and the long strip of land,
with a narrow belt of trees rising apparently almost
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out of the Lake, and terminating in the western
point. On this point is a lighthouse, just opposite to
the Fort, with the narrows or channel of entrance
between them. This strip of land, for it is nothing
more, bears the singularly inappropriate name of
*“Gibraltar,” to which it is in every respect as dis-
similar as can possibly be imagined. A little to the
westward of the entrance is a small stream called the
Humber, but neither it nor the Don are navigable at
any distance from the Lake.

The plan of Toronto is as regular and sym-
wetrical as that of any American city, and its streets
are as broad as those of Rochester or Buffalo. The
principal streets run parallel to the Lake, and these
are intersected by others running at right angles to
them. Along the edge of the bay therc has been
judiciously left a sufficient space to form a fine drive
or promenade; and there being here a number of
exccllent mansions with gardens, fronting the Lake,
as well as the public buildings of the Parliament
House and Government offices, the town looks
remarkably well in approaching it by water. It
suffers under the same disadvantage, however, that all
towns having a perfectly level site must do, in the
entire absence of the picturesque. But although no
good drawing or striking view could be taken of
Toronto from any point on the same level, the bird’s-
eye and panoramic view to be had of it from the roof
of the Parliament House, is really beautiful, and well
worth the traveller’s attention.

The Fish-market at Toronto—in a little bay, just
within the projecting wharf, at which the landing is
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principally effected—is often a scene of great interest
and variety, from the number of Indians who are
seen there, mixed with the Canadians. Irom this
point, just opposite the City Hotel, the accompany-
ing view is taken; and will give an accurate idea
of the close approach of the houses to the steep bank
rising from the water, and the general character of
the ordinary buildings of the town.*

The principal street of business is King Street.
This extends for nearly two miles in length—is about
eighty feet in breadth—and has on each side a num-
ber of large and handsome brick edifices, as stores
and shops. They are intermingled, it is true, with
many smaller ones of wood; but thcse are every
year giving place to more substantial buildings.
‘The range of this street is agreeably diversified by
its embracing in its line the City Hall, the Market,
and the Episcopal Church, near the centre of its
length, with a fine vista into the country, amidst
trees and gardens at either extremity. The centres
of all the streets are either paved or macadamized ;
and the side-walks are chiefly, though not entirely,
of wooden plank, placed longitudinally, as on a ship’s
deck, and forming a far more clean, dry, elastic, and
comfortable material for walking on, than any pave-
ment of stone or brick. In the few instances, indeed,
in which flat stone-pavement is used, instead of wood,
it is extremely disagreeable to pass from the latter to
the former: the difference being quite as great as
that experienced in passing from the rough stone-
pavement of the centre of Broadway, at New York,

* See Plate I.
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to the smooth and noiseless wooden pavement oppo-
site the City Hall and Park, where this transition
takes place.

Not only are these wooden side-walks in general
use here, but, in one instance, planks of fir have been
used for making an extensive road into the country,
leading eastward from Toronto to Kingston. We
drove about six miles out on this road beyond the
river Don, and I never remember to have travelled
so smoothly. The planks composing the road are
about fifteen feet in length, a foot in breadth, and an
inch in thickness ; they are sawn smoothly, but are
not planed. The road is first levelled, and on the
bed thus formed, these planks are laid across trans-
versely, and not lengthwise as in the side-walks
A small portion of soil and dust is strewed over the
whole, to prevent unnecessary friction on the wooden
surface ; so that unless the attention of the traveller
was called to the fact, he would not perceive the
planks over which he was driving, though he would
recognize the unusual smoothness of the road by the
motion. But while to the casual observer it presents
the same earthy and dusty appearance as any other
road, there are no ruts or pits in it—scarcely indeed
a mark of the horses’ feet or carriage-wheels that
pass over it. On close examination, however, he
will sce the separate planks, and trace their lines
of junction, and he will also hear the peculiar dull
smooth sound, given out by the low rumbling of his
vehicle over this wooden platform. In addition to
the great comfort of driving on such a road as this,
I was glad to learn that it is so much less expensive
here, where pine wood is abundant, than the mac-
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adamized roads, that it is likely to te extensively
used over all the country in future. A road of the
former description, costs at least £1000 per mile,
and requires reparation in this climate almost every
year. A road of the latter kind can be well made
for £500 a mile, in the first instance, and would not
require to be repaired more than once in ten years.
The present road has been laid down for six years,
without a single plank having been required to be
removed ; and the general impression here is, that
it would last six years longer if left untouched, before
it would require any reparation whatever.

Of the public edifices of T'oronto, the Parliament
House and Public Offices are the principal : these
are three plain structures of brick—a centre and two
wings—the former intended to be adorned with a
portico and entablature, and the latter intended to
be connected with the centre by open arcades; but
this is not yet accomplished. The Hall of Repre-
sentatives, or House of Commons, is a plain but
sufficiently spacious apartment, on the ground-floor.
A sofa, elevated about a foot above the general level,
serves for the Speaker’s chair; while the members
sit around on chairs, all on the same level, each
having a small desk, with drawers, and pens and
ink, as in the Legislative Halls in the United States.
Below the bar is a space, under the gallery, to which
admittance can be obtained only through the intro-
duction of a member; but to the gallery above this,
and fronting the Speaker, the public are freely
admitted at their pleasure. The Hall of the Legis-
lative Council, corresponding to the House of Lords,
is on the same level, on the other side of the main



TORONTO. 15

entrance. This is richly carpeted—while in the
Lower House the floor was bare ; it is also adorned
with rich draperies of curtains, gilded cornices,
carved ceiling, and other corresponding ornaments.
At one end is the Throne, from which the Repre-
sentative of the Majesty of England, in the person
of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province for the
time being, reads or delivers his Speech at the open-
ing or closing of the Session, just as is done by the
Sovereign in the Mother-Country. This Throne is
of fine dark polished wood, with an overhanging
canopy, lined with deep crimson velvet, surmounted
by the crown. The chair of state—the ascent to
which is by threc or four projecting semicircular
steps, carpeted with crimson cloth—is claborately
carved with suitable devices, for the support of a
representative of royalty—though the work was exe-
cuted, I learnt, by a republican carver, in the demo-
cratic city of New York!

The Parliament was not in being at the time of
our visit, so that we saw nothing of its proceedings;
and as, if the union between the two Provinces should
take place, Toronto would no longer be the metro-
polis of Upper Canada, which would cease to have a
separate and independent existence, it is extremely
probable, that no further Parliament will ever be
convened in this city, and that the Parliament
House will be converted to some other purpose.*

The College of Toronto embraces a number of
excellent brick buildings, surrounded with lawn and
gardens, and is well adapted for the education of

* This has since taken place—the Act of Union for the two
Canadas having abolished the Legislature here.
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youth. It was built about twelve years since, out of
funds arvising from a grant of the reserved Crown
Lands, 250,000 acres being appropriated to this
purpose ; the money produced by its sale from time
to time being invested under the direction of a
Board of Trusteces. When the country shall be
filled up with population, these lands will be of
immense value, and the endowment of the college will
be munificent. The number of students is at present
about 120, of whom two-thirds at least are from the
families residing in Toronto. The education being
collegiate and classical, is not so well ‘adapted to boys
from the country who intend to follow the occupa-
tion of their fathers as farmers, as it is to young
gentlemen destined for professional and official pur-
suits ; and therefore, it is not so much frequented by
the former class as by the latter. The annual cost
of the students docs not exceed £30 a year for
tuition and board. Under the direction of its able
president and competent assistants, the education of
the boys is well conducted, and their health and
morals carefully protected.

The Government House, which is nearly opposite
to the College Buildings, is the least ostentatious
residence of a Colonial Governor to be found any
where perhaps in the British dominions. The
presence of the scntries on guard at the entrance is
the only circumstance that would lead a passer-by to
imagine that here resides the Representative of the
Majesty of Enzland. The interior is fitted up with
sufficient neatuess and good taste, to show that it is
the residence of a gentleman; and the parties given
in it by Sir George and Lady Arthur were charac-
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terized by great elegance : but the exterior of the
edifice would never lead one to suspect this.

There are eight churches in Toronto. The
largest and handsomest is that of the Established
church of England. This was partly destroyed by
fire a few years since, and has been recently rebuilt
from the subscriptions of the inhabitants, nearly all
the more wealthy families here belonging to the
Establishment. It is built of stone, has a spacious
and comfortable interior, a lofty tower of good archi-
tecture, but crowned by an abridgment of a spire
above this, which is mean in its proportions, and
this meanness not at all redeemed by its glittering
coat of white tin-plate, with which the spire alone is
covered. The Kirk of Scotland, also an Established
church in the colonies, stands near it, and though
smaller, is a fine building. The Roman Catholic
church, in size, and rank of architecture, comes
next to the two named. The other churches, com-
prising the Wesleyan and the Primitive Methodists,
the Secession church of Scotland, the Congrega-
tional, and the Baptist, for coloured persons only,*
are smaller and less imposing in their appearance,
but sufficiently large and commodious for their
respective congregations.

We attended the public service in the Established
church on the three Sundays of our stay here, and
heard some excellent sermons from the Rev. Mr.
Grassett, the officiating clergyman, the Bishop of
Toronto being absent on a confirmation tour. There
were several points of contrast between the congre-

* This distinction ought not to exist on British ground ; but
the proximity of the United States accounts for it.

C
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gration of this, the first English church we had seen
for nearly three years, and the congregations of
America, with which we had for some time been
so familiar, as well as minor ones, which pressed
themselves on our attention. The most striking
difference was in the aspect of the congregation.
In the United States, scarcely any distinction is
seen, either in the size of the pews, their furniture
and decoration, or in the apparel of the persons who
occupy them; all the seats are equally large, and
equally well fitted, and all the congregation are so
well dressed, that it would be difficult to determine,
by any external appearance, the relative rank,
wealth, or condition, of any of the individuals or
families present. Here, on the contrary, the dis-
tinction was very marked : some of the pews were
large and elegantly furnished, others were small,
without any furniture at all in them; some of the
persons were elegantly dressed, others were in very
homely, though always decent apparel. Then the
military attending the church in large numbers,
there was the tramp of some 300 or 400 men, pre-
ceded by the band of the regiment, playing a gay
march, the officers on horseback, and on foot a
detachment of provincial dragoons, with their steel
scabbards clanging against the pavement as they
alighted and walked ; the officers of the infantry
entering in bright scarlet and gold, those of the
royal artillery in blue and red, the lieutenant-gover-
nor, with cocked hat and plumes, and his aides-de-
camp and staff similarly attired, accompanying the
ladies and children of the family to the governor’s
pew, and causing all eyes to be directed to their
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movements. Nothing like this is ever seen in the
American churches. When at Washington, we
attended the Episcopal church of Dr. Hawley, and
there saw Mr. Van Buren, the President of the
United States, enter in plain clothes, not distin-
guishable from any other individual, walking from the
Government House alone, and without a single atten-
dant, taking his seat in a pew with other gentlemen,
and coming in and going out with no more of recog-
nition than any other of the individuals by whom he
was surrounded. The contrast was therefore very
striking. - P '

Here, too, for the first time since leaving home,
we recognized the parish clerk, occupying his desk
beneath the minister, reading the responses, and
giving out the psalms in the same nasal tone, and
with the same defective and uneducated manner,
which characterizes that race in England. In the
American churches no clerk is ever seen; this
perhaps is a defect, because the responses are very
faintly uttered by the congregation. In the English
churches, the clerks are almost invariably illiterate
and vulgar men, who spoil the effect of the responses
by their drawling pronunciation. This also is a
defect ; indeed, both are bad, but the last is certainly
worse than the first. The remedy for both would
be to have a second clergyman as an assistant minis-
ter—a student of divinity not yet ordained, but well
educated, and capable of reading with dignity and
propriety, though he might not have finished his
studies. This would be an excellent preparation
for the pulpit, and would add to the solemnity and
pleasure of the service in a very high degree. In

c?
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short, the very best readers that the colleges or
schools could furnish, ought only to be employed in
this duty, though at present no attention seems to
be paid to this indispensable qualification.*

The elevated pulpit of the church here, like those
in England, was fitted to receive only one person,
and had a box-like and confined appearance, after
the ample space and more moderate elevation of the
platform pulpits of America, where five or six minis-
ters may sit beside each other on the same sofa,
when occasion renders this desirable. Here, too,
besides the great elevation and narrow space of the
pulpit, its decorations of velvet were adorned with
gold lace, an ornament that I never remember to
have seen in the churches of the United States.
The college cap and black silk gloves of the clergy-
man, his stately step as he trod the aisle or ascended
the pulpit, the attendance of the beadle to open and
close the pulpit or desk door, and to follow close
upon his person, all these were parts of the ¢ pomp
and circumstance” of worship which we had not
witnessed before, during all our journeying on this
continent, and it seemed to us more than ever incon-
sistent with the purity and simplicity of the gospel.

The organ of the church had been destroyed by
fire, and had not since been replaced, so that the
music and singing was heard to great disadvantage.
Such as it was, however, it was very inferior to the
mere vocal music of the choirs of the smallest Ame-
rican churches, even when there are no organs ; but

* I remember hearing an ordained clergyman read the service

&0 badly at Beverley, in England, that it required the utmost
attention to understand him.
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where there are always sure to be a number of well-
trained singers, selected with great care, and paid
for their services as part of the church establish-
ment, while the members of the congregation join
with more hearty co-operation in this part of public
worship. Considering how important and how im-
pressive this portion of divine service might be made
when well conducted, and how feeble and inefficient
it is when otherwise, I cannot but think that as
much pains ought to be bestowed upon it, as upon
any other branch of the establishment. It is a sound
maxim—that whatever is worth doing at all, is worth
doing well; and if sound learning, purity of life,
Christian doctrine, and accurate and impressive deli-
very, ought to be the qualifications of the preacher,
the reading or responding clerk ought not to be infe-
rior in the last particular to his pastor; while, for
the chanting and singing of the beautiful psalmody
which the Church now possesses, accomplished voca-
lists ought to be furnished, at the expense of the
same fund as that by which the other two are sup-
ported, their services being equally necessary to the
completeness of the whole.

There was one American feature in this English
church, however, which I was very glad to see ; and
it is so good that it ought to become general:
namely, the addition of this beautiful comment on
the Law of Moses, which is appended to the Ten
Commandments—

“ Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith—Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like unto it; Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.”
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I saw this sentence inscribed in letters of gold,
on the tablets above the communion table, following
immediately after the Table of the Ten Command-
ments ; and it was pleasing to observe it there,
where I never remember to have seen it before in
any church of England. I should have been still
more pleased, however, had the American example
been followed out completely, by the public readmg
of this sentence, as a regular part of the service,
after the recital of the Commandments at the Com-
munion Table; because there is nothing that can be
more advantageously presented, again and again, to
the mind than this great truth: that the duty of
loving our neighbour as ourselves, is as imperative
as that of loving our Creator ; and that no religion
is worthy the name, if it does not embrace a belief
in this fundamental doctrine, and enforce the prac-
tice as well as the profession of this sublime duty.

There are nme newspapers in Toronto, chiefly
weekly, some ‘twice and some three times a week, but
none daily.” By these, all shades of political and
religious opinions are represented: the Patriot,
published twice a week, is high Tory, or ultra-Con-
servative ;—the Herald, twice a week, moderate
Whig and anti-Catholic ;—the Star, three times a
week, neutral or independent ;—the Examiner, once
a week, Reformer ;—the Globe, also weekly, extreme
Radical ;—the Church, Episcopalian ;—the Colonist,
Presbyterian ;—the Guardian, Methodist ; and the
Mirror, Roman Catholic. These are all conducted
with more moderation, and in a more subdued tone,
than party papers in the United States; but their
influence on public opinion did not appear to me to
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be great ; few persons ever adverting to their articles
or opinions in general conversation; and none of
them being so extensively read as newspapers are
even in England.

Among the public officers may be named those of
the Receiver-General, of the Inspector-General, and
of the Surveyor-General of Crown Lands and Clergy
Reserves, who has upwards of 120 deputy-surveyors
employed under him, in different parts of the Pro-
vince, in the survey of lands in their respective
districts.

The Courts of Law held in Toronto consist of the
Court of Queen’s Bench, with a Chief Justice, four
Puisné Judges, and an Attorney and Solicitor-
General ; a Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, and
Deputies in each District. . There is also a High
Court of Chancery, of which the Lieutenant-Governor
is the Chancellor, assisted by a legal gentleman as
Vice-Chancellor, and a Registrar. From this last,
causes may be sent up to the Court of Appeal,
consisting of the Lieutenant-Governor and Council,
the Vice-Chancellor, and the Judges of the Court
of Queen’s Bench. :

There are nearly a hundred Barnsters in the
Upper Province, all of whom are also Attorneys,
according to the usage of the United States, and
contrary to that of England; and there are nearly
200 Notaries regularly licensed to practise. The
talents of the bar and the bench are quite equal to
the usual standard of Colonial qualification. Chief
Justice Robinson is a man of very superior abilities
and attainments, whose popularity is almost universal
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in the Province, and whose influence is greater
perhaps than that of any other individual in it.

The Medical Profession is unusually numerous.
There is a Medical Board, constituted under an act
of the Imperial Parliament, 59th of Geo. the 3rd,
consisting of 15 members, which sit at Toronto.
Under the license of this Board there are now about
300 practitioners of medicine and surgery in the
Province. There is a General Hospital in the city,
which is on a liberal foundation, and is very admi-
rably conducted. ‘There is also a Benevolent Insti-
tution for the relief of widows and orphans, as well
as a House of Refuge for giving subsistence and
employment to those who are found in a state of des-
titution in the streets.

An Emigrant Office, for Upper Canada, exists
at Toronto, and is presided over by an able and
experienced Superintendent, Mr. Hawk, whose duty
it is to receive such emigrants as arrive, forward
them to their respective destinations, assist them
with advice, and sometimes with means of transport,
so as to get them as speedily as possible into the way
of obtaining employment for their labour, or of pur-
chasing lands if they desire it. The sums expended
in this service are considerable ; but the office is one
that well deserves the liberal support of the govern-
ment; for here, population is wealth—all that is
wanting, indeed, to the full developement of the vast
resources of Canada, is a supply of healthy, vigorous,
sober, and industrious emigrants ; who, if they come
with nothing but the labour of their own hands,
serve to augment the national wealth from the first
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day they begin to clear and till the soil ; but who, if
they bring with them capital, also tend of course
still more to advance the prosperity of their new
home.

There are several banks in Toronto, and all in
good credit. 'There has been a suspension of specie
payments, for a limited period, authorized by law as
in the United States; but they have long since
resumed, and the currency, therefore, is not here in
the same decayed condition, as it is on the opposite
side of the Lake. The bank-notes issued here
resemble the American ones, being for dollars and
not pounds sterling; and being also elaborately
ornamented in the engraving, and circulated till they
become so ragged and dirty, that it is sometimes
difficult to make out their amount or place of
issue.

The municipal government of the city consists of
a mayor and aldermen, elected by the suffrages of
the householders. To these belong the power of
licensing places for the sale of ardent spirits; and
it is said that with a view to strengthen themselves
in their position, the Tory party, who are now in the
ascendant in the municipal body, have issued more
licenses than were ever known before—every person
so licensed being one of their own voters! Certain
it is, that the number is excessive; for in a short
walk of little more than a hundred yards, in passing
from our hotel to the cathedral of the Established
Church, we counted no less than fourteen spirit or
dram-shops, in Church Street, within a few steps of
the sacred edifice itself ; just as around St. Patrick’s
Cathedral in Dublin, and Westminster Abbey in
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London, there are to be found more of these dens of
infamy than in any similar extent of space in either
of these populous cities! Surely the bishops, deans,
~and chapters should look to this.
There is a Temperance Society here, on the prin-
ciple of total abstinence from all that can intoxicate ;
but their numbers are few, the higher classes of
society, and the Episcopal clergy, withholding their
patronage and support.  During one of the even-
ings of my stay here, I delivered a public address on
the subject of Temperance in the Wesleyan Methodist
Church, but though it was very numerously attended,
there were very few of the leading families among
the auditory ; and the only members of the clergy
present were a Congregational minister and a Roman
Catholic priest. The absence of all the heads of the
community on this occasion could not be attributed to
any other cause than their indifference or unwilling-
ness to countenance or uphold the Temperance cause ;
for when my lectures on Egypt and Palestine were
given in the same building, one course before and
one after the Temperance address, the church was
crowded to excess, and there was scarcely a family
of any note or influence absent. = The Lieutenant-
Governor, the Chief Justice, and the other official
dignitaries ‘of the province and city, attended with
their families regularly for three nights in succession
at each course, and in several instances put aside
other engagements, to enable them to be present;
but the Temperance Reformation was to them
evidently an unpopular and unattractive subject ;
although the time will perhaps come, when their
attention being enlisted in its examination, they will
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discover, as all have done who have yet examined it
thoroughly, that there is no single subject that can be
named, in which the interests of humanity are more
involved than this; and that it is impossible to assist
in a more benevolent work than that of endeavour-
ing, by precept and example, to elevate the lower
classes from the misery and degradation into which
intemperance plunges so many of its unhappy victims,
and rescue them from their own follies and crimes.

* The late splendid meeting of rank, wealth, and piety, in
Dublin, to present a Testimonial to Father Mathew, is a happy
omen of future good.
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Resemblances and differences between Canada and the United
States—State of Society in Toronto—Strong dislike of the
Anmericans—American enterprise with Irish labour and English
capital.—Progress made by Toronto in twenty-five years—
Advance in population and public works—Yearly increase of
population—General loyalty and attachment to British rule—
Superaddition of hatred and contempt for America—Great
meeting of Upper Canadians on Queenstown Heights—Pro-
posed restoration of the monument to General Brock—Meeting
of Free Negroes to celebrate British emancipation—Regatta of
sailing and rowing boats in the Bay.

In walking through the streets of Toronto, one
cannot fail to be struck, especially when coming over
as we did immediately from the United States, with
certain points of resemblance, and - others of dis-
similarity, between the objects seen and manners
witnessed in both ; a few of these perhaps may there-
fore be worth remarking.

Among the resemblances you perceive the sym-
metrical plan of the town, the straight and broad
streets, the large brick stores intermingled with
wooden houses, the posts or stanchions at the side
of the foot-pavement for spreading out the awnings ;
and the practice of heaping up boxes and cases
opposite the shop-doors, to give an impression of a
large and thriving business. You observe also that
the stage-coaches of Canada resemble those of the
United States and not those of England, being open
at the sides, and in exterior and interior exactly like
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those seen at Rochester and Buffalo. The American
practice of attaching Bar-rooms to the principal
hotels, and of large numbers of persons meeting there
to drink, as well as the custom of sitting around the
outer doors of the hotels, on the steps, and in the
balcony, or the streets prevails here ; and smoking
segars in the streets is as prevalent in Toronto as it
" is in the cities of America, though rarely seen in
England.

Of the points of dissimilarity there are, however,
many more than points of resemblance; some of
them to the advantage, but others to the reproach of
the Canadians. One of the first of these points that
struck us, was the solicitation of beggars. We had
been nearly three years in the United States without
seeing an American beggar in the streets, but we had

_not been landed five minutes in Toronto before we
were accosted by several, between the wharf and
" our hotel. In the States we had never seen women
" employed in manual labour; here we witnessed
several instances of it ; and of ragged, swearing, and
profligate boys, we saw a greater number in Toronto,
“than in" the largest cities of the Union. On the
other hand, we saw no persons here who chewed
tobacco; there was less of hurrying and driving to
and fro in the streets; the shopkeepers were all more
civil and obliging, the servants more respectful and
attentive, and all classes more polite. Even at the
hotel, when the ladies rose to retire from the table, the
gentlemen all rose, and stood till they had withdrawn,
a custom we had never once seen observed at the
public tables in America ; though there, the respect
and deference to the sex is shown in another way, by



30 CANADA.

no gentleman being permitted to take his place until
the ladies are first seated.

The state of society in Toronto appeared to us
peculiarly agreeable. We had the advantage, it is
true, of mingling with the best ; but I may say, with
the strictest truth, that these appeared to me to
combine all the requisites of the most perfect social
intercourse — elegance without ostentation, compe-
tency without extravagance, learning without pe-
dantry, politeness without frivolity, . hospitality
without intemperance, and a manly frankness and
candour without undue familiarity. We dined out
more frequently at Toronto, in the course of the
three weeks we passed here, than in the United
States in the space of three years; and there was a
heartiness and cordiality, which seemed to indicate
the most perfect confidence in the good sense and
honour of all present: the very opposite of the cold
and cautious look and manner, so frequently ob-
servable in the intercourse of Americans with their
English visitors in the United States. The evening
parties were animated without being overcrowded ;
and the air of gaiety thrown over them by the pre-
sence of many of the military officers of the garrison,
and the superior carriage and great elegance in the
manners of the ladies, whether they were grouped in
conversation, or mingled in the dance, were very
striking, when contrasted with many of our recollec-
tions of American circles.

Among the frequent topics of conversation here, is
the comparative progress made by the Americans and
the Canadians in their respective territories. Almost
all English travellers who have passed from the one
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country into the other, have given it as their opinion
_that Canada is far behind the United States in enter-
prlse ‘and progress ; and they attribute this difference
“to the superiority of republican over monarchical
institutions. The British residents here, appeared
to me to be as sensitive to these remarks, as the
Amwmericans are to any observations of English
travellers which in any way disparages their country
or its institutions. Great pains are accordingly taken
by the Canadians, to show that in some instances,
this superiority of America to Canada is imaginary
and not real ; and in others, where it may be regarded
as real, it is not so much owing to American enter-
prize, as it is to English llberallty in lending them
a large amount of capital to carry forward their great
' public works, which capital, if it had been invested
in Canada instead of the United States, would have
" produced results equally advantageous to this country.
Upon this subject, Chief Justice Robinson in his
able work ¢ On Canada and the Canada Bill” says:

“ Upon sober reflection and comparison, it appears
that a plain statement of facts will amount very
nearly to this : that Irishmen have dug in America
an astonishing number of canals, and made a pro-
digious extent of rail-roads, which Englishmen have
paid for; and when these material ingredients in a
. public work are allowed for, namely, the labour of
constructing them, and the charge for that labour,

the balance of merit that remains seems pretty much

confined to the ingenuity of the contrivance, and
to a vast energy in borrowing, which I apprehend
it may be the secret wish of some persons in this
country, had not been so industriously exerted.”
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Another writer, in one of the numbers of the
Patriot, endeavours to show the advance which
Toronto has made within a given period; and has
succeeded in proving it to be counsiderable, as will be
seen by the following extracts :

“ The Government Gazette, and another small newspaper at
Kingston, were the ‘only newspapers published in the whole pro-
vince, about twenty-five years ago ; there are now nine printed
in Toronto alone. Within that period, the mail was conveyed
by land from Montreal to York once in two weeks; and thence
westward once every month; and the communication by water
was so tedious and uncertain, that the recollections of the older
inhabitants seem now to border on the marvellous. Eight or
nine post-offices then sufficed for the few insignificant towns or
villages scattered along the frontier. At this time there are 238
post-offices in the Upper Province alone, and at Toronto
20 mails are made up every week, a similar number being
received.

““ From the duties levied at Quebec in 1816, Upper Canada
received £21,584 17s. 6d., the proportion being determined by
the amount of goods passed at the Coteau du Lac. Since 1817,
the proportion has been based upon the comparative population
of the two Provinces ; in that year it was stated to be one-fifth ;
at later periods it was increased to one-fourth, one-third, and
under the last agreement, which expires this year, 384 per cent.,
upon which calculation this Province received for 1839, £61,678
16s. 3d., which, at an ad valorem duty of 2} per cent, would
show the value of British goods imported into Upper Canada
alone to be, TWO AND A HALF MILLIONS OF POUNDS STERLING !

“ The only duties upon goods at this port, are upon those
brought from the United States. In 1816, the year after the
war, they were £550 6s. 5d., in 1839, £5,726 11s. 3d. The
amount received, affords very little information in regard to the
real extent of this trade, the quantity illegally introduced or very
much undervalued, being vastly greater than the entries on the
Custom House books. Of tea alone, it is supposed that not less
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than 3,000 chests were clandestinely landed in this port during
the last year. All kinds of grain are admitted duty free.

“In the belief that a very great change had taken place in
our mercantile transactions within a few years, and that we are
becoming less dependent on the importers of the Lower Pro-
vince, application was made to 49 distinct wholesale or retail
traders residing in Toronto, respecting the amount of goods
imported by them, direct from Great Britain, in 1839 ; when the
whole was ascertained to be considerably over £306,000 sterling,
without including duties in Lower Canada, inland transportation,
and other charges in the country. The daties are uniform, but
the other expenses vary materially, according to the nature of
the goods, circulating very large sums of money, and affording
employment to many hundreds, perhaps thousands of indivi-
duals.

“A fact connected with this subject, is worthy of immediate
consideration by mercantile men. The Canada Marine Assurance
Company lately declared a dividend of 50 per cent. on their
eapital paid in; and the Ottawa and Rideau Forwarding Com-
pany are said to have divided last year a profit of 40 per cent.!

“From this statement, confined to a single branch, some
approximation to the great amount of business now transacted
at Toronto, might be made; with a great probability that it is
yet only in its infancy ; founded on the extraordinary increase of
a superior class of houses now building in all directions, and the
high premiums given for leases of the corporation water-lots, over
and above the heavy expenditure, required by the conditions, to
be incurred upon them.

“ These energetic improvements are based upon a conviction
of the superior local advantages of this place, for becoming the
commercial metropolis of the whole of Upper Canada above
Prince Edward District.

“ There is a broad and indefinite extent of country north of
Toronto, capable of supporting a population equal to that of the
whole Province at this time, which cannot, with advantage, receive
merchandise by any other channel.

¢ The Home District (including Simcoe) contains 51 town-
ships, besides the city of Toronto; Markham is the most popu-

D
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lous,’and had not, by the last census, 6,000 inhabitants; 18 other
townships did not average 430 each; and there are 15 more,
which being almost uninhabited, have never furnished any returns.
All these townships are becoming gradually more accessible by
the extension of good roads. But how vast would be the accele-
ration of that progress, and the corresponding increased con-
sumption of merchandise, by the construction of a railroad
through or near such an extent of valuable land, connecting
Lakes Ontario and Huron. Without dwelling upon the import-
ance of its being the most direct line from Oswego to Michigan,
the undertaking would be of such very great advantage to this
city, that, far beyond any other project, it deserves instant and
vigorous exertion to effect it without further delay. A scientific
survey by an able and experienced geologist, of the height of
land between the two lakes, would make known the existence
and location of valuable mineral substances usually occurring in
such regions., It is certain that the northern shores of Lake
Superior abound in such productions, which the distance and
difficulty of transport have hitherto prevented being worked with
profit.

« When the Welland Canal is enlarged, and the improvements
of the Grand River completed, the whole of the immense fertile
region above Niagara, cannot have access to any considerable
depot of British manufactures, nearer than this port.”

To these may be appended two remarkable pas-
sages from Chief Justice Robinson’s work, before
adverted to, which will still more strikingly exhibit
the progress made by Upper Canada, at least in
population and improvement. The passages are
these—

“There are people in Upper Canada still living who saw it
when it contained not a cultivated farm, nor any white inhabit-
ants, but a few fur-traders and soldiers, and perhaps ten or a
dozen French families, on the south side of the Detroit river.
I can myself remember when its population was estimated at less
than 30,000 ; in 1812 it was supposed to be ahout 70,000 ; in
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1822, 130,000; and in 1837, the census showed a population
of 396,000 ; but all the townships were not then returned. The
number I suppose to amount now to something between 450,000
and 500,000. These are all living in the enjoyment of the Eng-
+]iéb law, both civil and criminal, administered in the same manner
|as in England. The English language is universally spoken ; and
'recent events have shown that there is among the people generally
a sound feeling of attachment to their constitution and govern-
| ment, a strong sense of duty to their Sovereign, and a determi-
nation to resist any danger that seems to threaten their connection
with the British Crown.” p. 32.

“ Fifty years ago the province was one vast wilderness. If in
the time that has passed, the inhabitants, beside clearing their
farms, had done nothing more than make the highways, which
have enabled them to take their grain to market, and to pass from
one district to another, throughout this extensive territory, they
could hardly have seemed to deserve much reproach. But besides
doing this, they have within the period built numerous lighthouses;
constructed expensive artificial harbours ; made many miles of
macadamized roads, at an expense probably little short of
200,0001. ; completed the Welland canal, at a cost of 400,000 ;
) expended 300,000l on the St. Lawrence aﬁal; constructed the
_ Burlington Bay canal, the Des Jardins canal, and the Grand
* River navigation ; and there are other works in progress. They

have also made expensive surveys with the view of ascertaining
the practicability of further improvements. In addition to these,
several important works of a similar description have been success-
fully carried through by private enterprise ; such as the Niagara
docks, the Tay navigation, &c.” p. 57.

The population of Toronto has gone on all this
while progressively increasing. The official returns
do not go further back than 1833, but in 1830—
persons resident here at that time think there were
not then more than 1,200 persons, while now, only

D2
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ten years after, there are upwards of 13,000. The
following is the official return :

1833 . . . . 9254 1837 . . . . 12,571
1834 . . . . 9,765 1838 . . . . 12,153
1836 . . . . 9,654 1839 . . . . 12,883
1836 . . . . 10,871 1840 . 13,764

Of the feeling of this populatlon towards the
British Government, no one that associated with the
people could doubt for a moment, that it was one of
strong attachment, mingled with a sentiment of pride,
at being the subjects of so great a nation. It is true
“that the disaffected having been recently driven out,
and the leaders of the late rebellion being exiled or
transported, there is little encouragement for the
expression of disloyalty now, so that a feeling of
hostility may exist in some who have the prudence to
suppress its display. This is just possible : but if the
feeling exists at all in any who remain, they must be
very few. I should say, indeed, that all the past
history, as well as the present aspect, of this Province,
and its population, goes to prove that they are as
loyal in their attachment to England, as any class of
their fellow-subjects at home. Unfortunately, there
are some among them who seem to think, that loyalty
does not consist merely in loving their own monarch,
and preferring their own institutions to every other;
but that it embraces also contempt for other coun-
tries, and hatred towards other institutions and other
people. Among these—and they embrace a very
large portion of all ranks of society—every oppor-
tunity is seized of disparaging America and the
Anmericans, and speaking of them with unmeasured
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contempt. Indeed I heard more of this feeling ex-

“pressed in Toronto, towards the institutions and
people of the United States, in our short stay of three
weeks, than I had heard of censure or condemnation
of English institutions and English people, during
all the three years that we had passed among the
Amwmericans ; and when I was appealed to, as having
so recently travelled through that country, great dis-
appointment was usually expressed at my not con-
curring in their unfavourable views.

During the first week of our stay at Toronto, a
most interesting meeting took place, on Queenstown
Ieights, in the Niagara District, on the opposite
side of the Lake Ontario, at which it was my inten-
tion to have been present: but on the morning on
which it took place, I was seized with an attack of
cholera, which confined me to my bed. From the
accounts given me of the meeting by those present,
it was one of the largest and most animated that had
ever taken place in Upper Canada. The occasion
of its being held was this: A lofty column had been
erected on Queenstown Heights over the remains of
the late gallant Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, who
fell near the spot, while cheering on his men, at the
battle of Queenstown, against the Americans, in 1814.
The universal popularity of the General, as a civil
governor as well as a military commander, had caused
this monument to be regarded with more affectionate
veneration than any other structure in the Province.
A miscreant, named Lett, one of the most abandoned
of the Canadian rebel party, who had escaped into
the United States territory, knowing this feeling of
attachment to the name and memory of General
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Brock, as pervading all classes of Canadians, sought
to gratify his own malicious and vindictive spirit, and
at the same time to wound and insult the people of
Upper Canada, by attempting to destroy this monu-
ment. This was done by the introduction into it
of a considerable quantity of powder, which was fired
by a train; and the explosion, though it did not
overthrow the column, shattered it so extensively
from top to bottom, as to render it unsafe to let it
remain in its present condition. The object of the
meeting on Queenstown Heights was, therefore, to call
forth the expression of public opinion in execration
of the deed, and to resolve upon the best mode of
replacing the shattered monument by another.

‘The notice of the meeting having been widely
circulated, and its object universally approved, the
gathering was immense : from eight to ten thousand
persomns, according to the estimate of some, and from
six to eight thousand, according to the estimate
of others, being assembled on the ground. Steam
vessels, engaged for the purpose, left their respective
ports of Kingston and Coburg, of Hamilton and
Toronto, in time to arrive at the entrance of the
Niagara river about 10 o’clock in the forenoon.
The whole of these, ten in number, then formed in
line, and ascended the river abreast, with the govern-
ment steamer, containing the Lieutenant-Governor
of Upper Canada, Sir George Arthur, and his Staff,
leading the way. The British shore was lined with
thousands, and the fleet of steamers filled with hun-
dreds, each shouting and responding to the cheers of
welcome from ship to shore, and from shore to ship
again. The landing being effected, the march to the
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ground was accompanied by military guards, and a
fine military band. The public meeting was then
held in the open air, near the foot of the monument
on Queenstown Heights. Sir George Arthur was in
the chair. The resolutions were moved and speeches
made by some of the most eminent and most eloquent
wmen, holding high official stations in the Province ;
and considering that amidst this grand and imposing
assemblage, there were a great number of veteran
officers of the Canada militia, who had fought and
bled with the lamented chief, whose memory they
were assembled to honour, and whose monument they
had come to re-establish over his remains, the enthu-
siasm with which the whole mass was animated, may
readily be conceived ; while the grand and picturesque
combination of natural objects of scenery, beheld from
the Heights on which they were met, and the bright-
ness of the day (the 80th of July,) added greatly to
the effect of the whole.

After the public proceedings had closed, every
resolution being unanimously carried by acclamation,
an Address of Congratulation to the Queen, for her
happy escape from the hand of an assassin, was pro-
posed and carried with equally hearty unanimity ;
the loyalty of the Canadians being as fervent as lan-
guage can express. The business of the day was
closed by a public dinner under a pavilion erected
for the accommodation of a thousand persons, Chief
Justice Robinson presiding ; and at this, as at the
morning meeting, great eloquence was displayed in
the speeches, great loyalty evinced in the feelings,
and great enthusiasm prevailed among all ranks and
classes of the people.
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From some of the more unguarded of the speakers,
occasional expressions of vindictiveness towards the
Americans escaped ; but these were exceptions to the
general rule, and in this instance they were certainly
out of place ; first, because the Americans, who must
have witnessed the whole proceedings from their
own side of the river, offered no display of even a
wish to prevent the fullest honour being done to a
General who had often been successful against them
on the field; and next, because the Americans had
no share whatever in the act of attempting to destroy
the monument of Brock——the wretch who did the
deed being by birth an Irishman, and by settlement
a Canadian. Upon the whole, however, the meeting
presented a proud display of high and noble feelings,
honourable to the memory of the dead, and equally
so to the character of the living. It was conducted
with great dignity and judgment, and no accident
occurred to interrupt the pleasures of the day ; the
steam-vessels re-embarking their passengers soon after
sunset, and conveying back the individuals composing
this congregated multitude to their respective homes
in safety.

Among the other meetings occurring here during
our stay, was one on the 1st of August, held by the
coloured inhabitants of Toronto, to celebrate the
Anniversary of the emancipation of their brother
Africans in the West Indies. They went in proces-
sion in the forenoon to the Episcopal church, where
an appropriate sermon was addressed to them by the
Rev. Mr. Grassett ; they dined together in the after-
noon, when they expressed their gratification at the
emancipation of their coloured brethren in the British
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colonies in suitable speeches ; and the whole was as
well conducted as the greatest lover of order and
decorum could bave desired.

There was a regatta on the morning of the same
day, in which several sailing and rowing boats were
engaged. The bay of Toronto is admirably adapted
for such aquatic exhibitions ; but the taste or fond-
ness for such sports does not appear to be sufficiently
general to furnish the requisite number of boats and
competitors to make a very gay or extensive regatta
here, as yet at least ; though it was evidently much
enjoyed by those who joined in it.
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condition of the Canadian Indians generally—Difficulty of
converting the pagan tribes of India— Remarkable speech and
dream of an Indian Chief—Proposal to remove the Indians
to the AManitoulin Island—Indian preference of French and
English to Americans—Soil of Upper Canada, equal to that
of New York or Ohio—Recent decline in the price of land—
Climate of Toronto—Intemperate Magistrates—Causes of this,
the reward of political partisans—News of the Union of the
Canadas—Parting visits to friends.

WEe heard much, of course, of the late rebellion in
Upper Canada, of which Toronto was the chief seat ;
and we were taken out to Gallows-hill, and the ruins
of Montgomery’s Tavern, the principal rendezvous,
which, by order of the Governor, Sir Francis Head,
had been burnt to the ground. From all that I could
learn, and I mixed freely with both parties, my con-
viction was, first, that there had not been a sufficient
amount of grievance or oppression to warrant the
taking up arms against the Government at all;
and next, that the persons who did so were few in
number, insignificant in influence, and some of them
disreputable in character. The conduct of Sir
Francis Head, in turning a deaf ear to all the
warnings of those who foresaw the coming storm, is
blamed by his warmest partisans here ; as the entirely
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unprepared state in which he kept the town, was such
as almost to tempt the rebels to attack it. Indeed
nothing but the gross mismanagement and cowardice
of their leaders could have saved the city from being
sacked and destroyed, as it might have been with any
tolerable management. In this case, 7,000 stand of
arms, and a large quantity of ammunition, with
300,000 dollars in specie, would have fallen into the
hands of the captors, and their success would no
doubt have drawn around them some addition to their
forces from the idle and profligate, as well as the
injured and dissatisfied of the province ; while much
greater numbers of reckless adventurers from the
opposite shores of the States of New York, Ohio, and
Michigan, would have poured in in such numbers, as
to make their dislodgment difficult, if not impossible,
except at the cost of more blood and treasure than it
took to make the original conquest of the whole
country. For running this risk, Sir Francis Head
may well be blamed. But on the other hand it
cannot be denied that the gathering storm having
then expended all its fury, the political atmosphere
has since been perfectly tranquil ; the disaffected have
fled, or are silent; and everywhere the most exube-
rant loyalty and professions of attachment to the
British crown and British rule are seen. All ideas of
independence, or of separation from British connec-
tion, are repudiated ; and as to annexation to the
United States, my own conviction is, that nothing
could be more obnoxious to the great mass of the
Upper Canadians than this; they would, I think,
spurn the proposition with disdain, and the whole
Province, to a man, would seem to be ready to take
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up arms against any power, friendly or hostile, that
should endeavour either to persuade or coerce them
into such an alliance.

During our stay at Toronto, I received a visit
from the celebrated Indian Kah-ke-wa-quon-a-bee,
or “the rapidly flying feather,” who had embraced
Christianity, and become himself a missionary to the
Indian tribes, under the name of Peter Jones. He
was dressed in the European costume, as a Methodist
minister, and spoke English perfectly well. He had
visited England some years since, and there married
an English lady, whom we also saw, and recognized
in her a former acquaintance in London. She had
returned home once since her marriage, in com-
pany with her husband, but had come back again to
Canada with him, and professed herself to be per-
fectly happy in her present position. She had with
her a fine little boy, whom the tribe had named
¢« Wa-weya-kuh-megoo,” or, the “Round World.”
The body of Indians over whom Mr. Jones presides are
a portion of the great tribe of the Chippewas, settled
on the banks of the river Credit, seventeen miles to
the westward of Toronto, and numbering about 250
souls. These are all Christians, and the elder
portion of them are said to be truly devout. They
have portions of the Scriptures and hymns in the
Chippewa tongue, and speak both it and the English
well; though the sermons and prayers are most
acceptable to them in their native language. The
chief had attended my lectures on Egypt, and expressed
bimself so pleased with them, that he sent up to the
settlement to request as many of the Indians as could
be spared from their labours to come down and attend
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with him the lectures on Palestine ; this being the
first occasion at which any Indians had ever been
assembled for such a purpose in Canada.

To our inquiries respecting the progress of Chris-
tianity among the Indians, and the influence of the
new faith on their lives and actions, he replied,
that the work of conversion from the pagan super-
stitions of the adults was very difficult, and its pro-
gress accordingly extremely slow; and that their
chief hope lay in the education of the children. The
Credit settlement was supported entirely by agricul-
ture, at which all the Indians laboured with industry ;
though in the winter they indulged themselves with
the pleasures of the chase, and supplied themselves
with venison from the deer of the woods, for the
remainder of the year. The men adopt the Euro-
pean dress, but the women retain the Indian robe or
blanket. The stream along the banks of which they
live, is called by the Chippewa name of ¢ Muhze-
nuhega-zeebe,” which means ¢ The river where
credit is given,” commemorating this feature of its
history : in the early days of the province, when the
only white men that ever visited it were the fur
traders, this was the place of their meeting with the
red men ; and as articles were sometimes supplied to
them above the value of the furs they had in hand,
and payment for these was deferred till their meeting
in the same place in the following year, the stream
was called by the name mentioned, which it is always
likely to retain.

Among the pagan Indians that inhabit the north-
ern and western borders of Upper Canada, Peter
Jones had sometimes gone for the purpose of per-
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suading them to embrace Christianity, but hitherto
he had met with no success; nor did he think it
likely that any of the men who had passed the
middle period of life would ever be prevailed upon
to change their religion. On the last occasion of
his preaching to such a tribe, he was listened to with
silence and respect—this being an attention which
Indians always pay to any discourse, however oppo-
site to their own views those of the speaker may be
—a courtesy well worthy the imitation of their more
civilized white brethren in Europe. At the close
of the sermon, however, one of the chiefs rose, and
addressed the missionary to the following effect.
He said that he had no doubt the religion of Christ
was a good religion, but it was made for the white
man—though he did not seem to regulate his conduct
very much by its precepts. But, he added, God has
made another religion for the red man, which is
much better for him to follow. In proof of this, he
related the fact of one of the Indians of another
tribe, who had embraced Christianity, dying, and
remaining dead for three days. When they were
about to bury him, however, he recovered, and awoke
again to life ; after which he related that during the
last three days he had been in the heaven of the
Christians, where he was very happy; but God at
length observing him among the white men, asked him
how he came there ? to which he replied, that having
embraced Christianity, and died in that faith, he
came naturally to the Christian’s heaven. God then
told him he was entirely mistaken, as the Christian
religion and the Christian heaven were for white
men only. He bade him, therefore, instantly to
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leave the place—go back to earth again—and follow
the religion of his fathers; when, at his death, he
would be admitted into the heaven of the red men,
and there enjoy with them the pleasures of the
hunting-ground and the wigwam, with plenty of
game. The Indian accordingly renounced the new
religion, and went back to the old, lived a long while
afterwards, and died happily in a good old age.
« After this,” said the chief, “I cannot think of
leaving the religion of the red man for the religion
of the white; for, like the Indian whose history
1 have recounted to you, I might be turned out of
the white man’s heaven by the Almighty, as having
no right to be there ; and the opportunity might not
be afforded me of returning again to the earth, to
win the red man’s heaven by a return to my own
proper religion, and, thus I might risk the loss of
both.” This speech, said Mr. Jones, made such an
impression on the pagan hearers, of the tribe, that
it was in vain to address them further on the
subject.

The Indians in Upper Canada are not numerous,
their whole number not exceeding 8,000. Many
portions of them are civilized sufficiently to have
forsaken the hunter-state, and embraced the agri-
cualtural. A number of these appear to conform
cheerfully to the change, and to be good subjects
and good Christians ; but some among the number
continue indolent, dissolute, and drunken. Sir
Francis Head, during his recent government here,
conceived the plan of transferring all the Indian
tribes now on the continent of Upper Canada, to
the great Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron, for the
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purpose of keeping them from all communication with
the whites, and thus saving them from degradation.
But the Indians themselves are averse to this separa.-
tion. They do not like to quit their present lands,
and they evince the same attachment to their ancient
camping places as the Indians of the United States.
It is, therefore, not probable that they will all con-
sent to remove there, though they have no objection
to join the annual assemblage of their red brethren
at this island, when the presents of the British
government, in blankets, knives, fish-hooks, cotton
cloths, and other articles, are distributed among
them.

The Indians generally are said to have a greater
respect for the English than for the Americans ;
first, from their being the nation originally settling
on their continent, and therefore of more ancient
standing ; and next, because they have been treated
by the English with more justice, good faith, and
generosity, than by the Americans. But they prefer
the French to both ; the French, in Canada at least,
being to them the most ancient of the whites, and
having not only treated them with fairness, but with
kindness, mingling with them in their social parties,
and flattering them by a more ready conformity to
their manners than either of the other nations have
ever done. It is said, that several of the American
Indians are coming over from Michigan to settle in
Upper Canada; and the Oneidas of the State of
New York, have signified their intention to do the
same. A portion of the Six Nations, to which the
Oneidas belong, are already settled on the banks
of the Grand River, to the westward of this; the
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Mohawks being the principal tribe among them ;
and the Chippewas are so scattered, that when, dur-
ing the last year, a general meeting of the chiefs of
the tribe were assembled on the Grand River, to
meet the chiefs of the Mohawks in friendly council,
to bury the tomahawk, and smoke the calumet or
pipe of peace, in token of their renewal of the
ancient treaties of peace existing between their
separate nations, their scattered bands were gathered
in from seventeen different stations.

I'rom the testimony of all parties who have had
an opportunity of comparing the land on the opposite
sides of the lakes, the soil of Upper Canada is in
no respect whatever inferior to that of the States of
New York or Ohio, and the finest parts of the
Province are those lying west of this. Many por-
tions of the country are agreeably undulated, though
there are no mountains; while the abundance of
water in the lakes, rivers, and springs, with which
the country is supplied, is highly favourable to its
fertility. Wheat is everywhere produced in great
_ quantities, and of excellent quality, and the harvest

of the present year is said to be unusually abundant.
The markets of Toronto bear evidence of the excel-
lence and cheapness of everything required for the
table ; the fish of the lake is of the finest kind, par-
ticularly the white fish and salmon ; the beef, mutton,
and lamb are quite equal to those of the best pro-
vincial markets in England ; and everything in the
way of provisions is cheap and good. The value
of land, however, instead of having progressively
increased with time, as in the United States, has of
late greatly declined; and we met with gentlemen
- ’ E
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who were large holders of land, which they had
purchased from 15 to 20 years ago at 10s. an acre,
for which they could not now get 2s. 6d. There
has never been, indeed, a period in the history of
the Province, in which farms could be purchased
by settlers at so cheap a rate as now; and yet
, some of the emigrants who had left England with
the intention to settle in Canada, and who had
come up from Quebec at the government expense,
_ preferred going over into the United States, and
settling themselves there. -
The climate, during our stay at Toronto, was
more variable than we had found it in any part of
Awerica, there being scarcely any two days in suc-
cession that were alike. Though the days were often
close and sultry, there was several times a sharp
frost at night. The rain, too, was very considerable,
and the alternation of violent thunder-storms on one
day, and chilling mists and vapours on the other,
was far from being acceptable. All agreed, however,
that this was a very unusual kind of August, this

~ month bemg ‘generally hot, dry, and steady. The

summer is very short, for autumn commences early
in August, and the leaves were beginning to change
colour from decay as early as the 8th of that month.
From the suddenness of the transition from winter
to summer, the spring is the least agreeable portion
of the year. Some think the autumn the pleasantest
time, and speak in raptures of the months of Sep-
tember and October, as well as of the hazy Indian
summer which follows in November; but the greater
portion of the inhabitants seem to prefer the winter,
which, though long, and extremely cold, is to many,
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both healthy and agreeable, from the dryness of the
atmosphere, the steadiness of the temperature, and
the exhilarating exercise of skating and sleighing.
From the opportunities I had of judging, by what
passed under my own observation, I should be dis-
posed to think that the people of Upper Canada
were much less temperate than the people of the
United States. Absolute drunkenness is happily in
both countries now become rare ; and where it exists
at all, it is amongst the lowest of the people. But
even among these it abounds to a greater extent in
Toronto than in any town of the same size in
America ; and we saw more drunken persons, and
heard more profane and blasphemous oaths and im-
precations, in our short stay here, than a traveller
would meet with in a year in the States, unless he
went purposely in search of it, which we certainly
did not in either country. At the table of our hotel,
almost every one drank wine, beer, or brandy-and-
water. At the public tables in America it is now
rare to see anything drank but water. In private
circles, wine is more freely used in Canada, and
more urgently pressed on those who do not use it,
than is the case in the United States ; and with the
heads of office, political, military, civil, judicial, and
even ecclesiastical, the Temperance cause is not at
all in favour, since none of all these powerful and
influential classes come forward publicly to give this
cause the benefit of their sanction and example.
The most melancholy picture, however, of the inte-
rior of the Province, in this respect, is presented by
a writer in the Canada Temperance Advocate, a
work wholly unconnected with party politics, under
E2
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the date of July 25th, only a few weeks from the
period of my writing this, August 12th, and signed
by his own proper name, as a guarantee for its
accuracy. As an essential part of the evidence on
which a correct judgment may be formed on this
question, it is desirable that the statements of this
writer should be 'extensively published, that the
evil may become so notorious as to demand imme-
diate attention. The letter is headed ¢ Upper
Canada,” and is signed “ John Dougal,” and these
are the melancholy facts it communicates—

“In my last letter respecting Upper Canada, I promised to
make some general remarks in reference to a portion of the
magistracy of that Province. Owing to various causes, the matter
has been deferred ; but I still feel called upon to take up the
subject, from the conviction, that before the people of that beau-
tiful Province can be, generally speaking, a sober, a moral, and a
religious people, there must be a great change in its magistracy.
I therefore earnestly solicit the attention of the Governor-Gene-
ral, and Lieutenant-Governor, to the following statements.

“ Whilst many of the magistrates of Upper Canada are sober,
moral, excellent men, who perform the duties of their important
station in the most praiseworthy manner, many of them are of a
very different character. This is showed by the fact, that licenses
for the sale of liquor are issued with most unbounded liberality
to persons even who possess none of the accommodations required
by law. The issuing of these licenses is managed so that, if
applications be refused at the Quarter Sessions, they are sure to
be granted by some two of the magistrates afterwards; or if the
applicant’s character be very bad indeed, so that a tavern license
is refused, he is still almost certain to get a license to keep a
beer-shop, from some friend and patron amongst the magistracy,
and I need not add, that beer-shops are almost invariably drunk-
eries of the worst character.

« Without mentioning all the facts respecting magistrates in
Upper Canada which came to my knowledge, I will mention a
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few which were communicated to me, upon such authority as I
could not for a moment doubt.

«In one village of Upper Canada, two of the magistrates were
in the habit of breaking the law, by playing at cards and drinking
with the tavern-keeper and his customers, often for the greater
part or whole of the night. Of course, they could not refuse a
license to their pot-companion.

“In another village a majority of the magistrates are noto-
riously intemperate.

“In a back township, a magistrate, who kept a tavern, sold
liquor to people till they got drunk and fought in his house. He
then issued a warrant, apprehended them, and tried them on the
spot; and besides fining them, made them treat each other to
make up the quarrel.

“In a district town of Upper Canada, one of the leading
magistrates is an extensive dealer in liquors, and all tavern-keepers
who will take their supplies from him can get licenses without
difficulty. Should any presume, however, to buy from other mer-
chants, their licenses are refused.

“In a town of Upper Canada, several of the magistrates are
intemperate, and some of them are on the limits for debt.

“] might multiply instances of intemperance amongst this
important class of the community ; but it is a painful subject, and
I shall conclude by stating, that throughout Upper Canada a
large proportion, if not a majority, of the magistrates are distillers
or sellers of intoxicating drinks; and therefore, it may be pre-
sumed, directly interested in the increase of their traffic and the
multiplication of grog-shops. The effect of this state of things
on the morals of the people must be, and indeed evidently is,
disastrous; and I again beg leave to call the attention, not only
of the people at large, but of those in authority, to it, and to add,
that much that is stated above applies with equal force to Lower
Canada.”

This is indeed a melancholy picture; and from
the best information I could obtain, by occasional
conversations with persons resident in the interior,
I had too much reason to believe that it was as
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faithful as it was melancholy. The only explanation
given of this state of things, is, that the successive
Governments have made the most active of their
partisans, Justices of the Peace, with little reference
to any other consideration; and hence a number of
persons, the most unfit for the office, have been
thrust into this important station. It is high time,
indeed, that this state of things should be amended.

It was on the last day of our stay at Toronto,
that the news reached there, of the Bill for the
Union of the two Provinces of Canada, having
passed both Houses of Parliament, and received the
royal assent. The views taken of this measure
vary, of course, according to the political bias of
different parties and classes; but I shall pass them
over for the present, as it is my intention, after
sceing both the Provinces, and mingling with the
society of each, to devote a separate and supple-
mentary chapter, to a general view of the whole
subject, connected with their past, present, and pro-
bable future condition, under the changes proposed
in the Union Bill, as far as these can be clearly and
safely predicted.

Our last day was passed in a round of farewell
visits to the many families from whom we had
received such cordial and hospitable attentions
during our short stay here, as to make us leave it
with greater regret than we had felt at quitting any
place for a long time.
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Departure from Toronto—English steamboats — Passage aloug
the coast—Character of the country—Touch at Port Hope,
and at Coburg—Arrival at Kingston, and stay there—History
of the rise and progress of that town—Beautiful and advan-
tageous situation of Kingston—Visit to the Fort on the opposite
Peninsula—Description of its interior and subterranean pas-
sage—Plan of the town—Materials and style of building—
Public Edifices—Court House —Churches—Country around
Kingston—DBay of Quinté.

On Friday, the 14th of August, we left Toronto,
and were accompanied to the steam-boat, the Wil
liam the Fourth, by several of our friends. The
day was beautifully fine, and the breeze bland and
favourable for our voyage. We left the wharf at
0 A. M., took a last look at Toronto as we steered
down the bay, rounded the Light-House at Gibraltar
Point, and passed the new Fort constructing to
guard the entrance of the harbour; when we bore
up our course down Lake Ontario, for Port Hope,
Coburg, and Kingston, to which we were bound.
Our boat, though one of the largest of the British
steamers on the Lake, was neither so light, airy, or
commodious, as most of the American steamers.
Instead of state-rooms, into which the passengers can
retire, and dress and undress in privacy, as in all
the American boats on Lakes Michigan, Huron,
and Erie, there are in the English boats only open
sleeping berths. Owing to this arrangement, the
gentlemen are entirely excluded from the ladies’
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cabin ; and the ladies dare hardly venture, except at
the period of meals, into the gentlemen’s; so that
the parties can only be together on deck, whatever
may be the state of the weather. The English
steamers are all painted black, with a white, or red,
or yellow narrow stripe along the sides, which gives
them a dark and heavy appearance. The American
steamers have always white bottoms, and light and
tastefully painted upper works ; and on the whole they
appear to be better furnished, and kept in cleaner
and nicer order, than the English ones. The latter,
however, have the superiority in the table, which is
much better provided, and everything better cooked;
while time is allowed to enjoy as well as to eat the
meal, and the attendants go through their duties
without the hurry and bustle of an American break-
fast or dinner. In safety, it is certain that the Bri-
tish vessels have also the superiority, partly from the
greater strength of all the machinery and workman-
ship, but still more from the greater degree of vigi-
lance and care with which every department of duty
is superintended, and the greater subordination and
more implicit obedience, of the crew ; but in speed,
the American boats generally excel the English.
Our passage down Lake Ontario was extremely
agreeable. We coasted along the northern shore
at a distance of from three to five miles from the
land; and the appearance of this, though not suffi-
ciently broken and mountainous to be picturesque,
was nevertheless often beautiful and always pleasing.
Ridges of progressively increasing elevation appeared
to rise behind and above each other on receding
northward from the coast, so that the country must
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be agreeably undulated in the interior. Wood is
everywhere abundant ; and on the interior hills the
primitive forest appears never to have been disturbed;
but on the sloping land nearer the shore, the cleared
patches and tilled fields are frequent, many of them
beautifully green, as ¥ laid out in grass, others of
a bright yellow, with waving fields of wheat ready
for the harvest ; while, scattered over the surface, and
peeping through the woods, many substantial and
comfortable farm-houses and country residences
diversify and enliven the scene.

At 4 o’clock, p. M., we touched at Port Hope, a
promising little town on the Lake, with about 200
houses, two churches with spires, and a fine open
tract of cleared land behind the settlement, which is
said to be a thriving one. We remained here but a
few minutes at the wharf, and then stood on for
Coburg, a distance of seven miles below it, where
we reached before 5 o'clock. The boat stopping
here half an hour, we landed and walked up from the
pier to the town. It is laid out with great symmetry,
has fine broad streets, substantial houses of stone,
brick, and wood; and all the external symptoms of ad-
vancing prosperity. It contains a population of from
3,000 to 4,000 inhabitants; and has a fine agricultu-

" ral country behind it, reaching for thirty miles north
to the river Trent, and the Bay of Quinté. This tract
is said to be quite equal to any part of England for
beauty and fertility ; requiring only population and
capital to make it as rich in all other respects. In
the immediate vicinity of the town, is a large and
handsome edifice built of stone, erected by the Wes-
leyan Methodists as an academy and college for the
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education of youths belonging to their body. It
has the reputation of being well conducted and well
sustained by their voluntary contributions ; and has
at present upwards of a hundred students within its
walls.

On leaving Coburg, we continued our course
down Lake Ontario, leaving behind us the isolated
lighthouse built on a sunken rock, at the entrance of
the bay, resembling the Eddystone in miniature.
After witnessing a glowing and exquisitely beautiful
sunset, the night soon closed in, and the rest of our
way presented nothing of interest till we reached
Kingston, which we did at 3, a. ., having gone the
whole distance of 180 miles in 18 hours, including
stoppages ; our actual rate, therefore, exceeding 10
miles an hour; and the fare for the whole distance
being six dollars each. After sunrise we landed
and repaired to the British-North- American Hotel,
where we found good apartments, and took up our
abode.

The town of Kingston is older than Toronto,
dating back to about the year 1672, when Mons. de
Courcelles, the French governor of Canada, (the
whole country then belonging to France,) built here
a fort at the outlet of Lake Ontario into the river
St. Lawrence, where Kingston now stands, partly as
a barrier against the Iroquois Indians, who occupied
the opposite side of the lake and river, and partly
as a protection to the fur-traders who resorted here.
The fort was enlarged and strengthened at a subse-
quent period by his successor, the Count Frontenac,
and his name was accordingly bestowed on the posi-
tion. A small town gradually arose around this
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spot, and at the surrender of Canada to the British
arms, in 1759, it fell into the hands of the English,
after which it was called Kingston. There are
some few of the oldest inhabitants here, who re-
member when there was but one stone building and
not more than twenty wooden ones in the place;
and even at the period of the last American war,
in 1818, it was a very small village. Since the
peace of 1816, it has progressively advanced till it
has reached the dignity of a city, governed by a
mayor and aldermen, and has a population of nearly

7,000 persons. The chief source of its wealth is

agriculture, and its principal commerce is in the
exportation of agricultural produce, and the impor-
tation of manufactures and other goods for domestic
consumption. Large quantities of grain from the
United States are accumulated at Kingston, and
when ground into flour it is exported as Canadian
produce, in British vessels, by which it obtains
admission into England, at a low duty, though the
same articles going direct from the ports of the
Union, would pay a much higher rate.

The situation of Kingston unites strength, beauty,
and convenience, in an unusual degree. In all these
respects, it is superior to Toronto. The town lies
along the northern shore of the Lake Ontario, just
where the western extremity of that lake narrows
into the strait or channel of the river St. Lawrence ;
having a large island opposite to it, within the
British lines ; the main channel of the river lying
beyond and between this island, and the Ame-
rican shore in the State of New York. The town
stands on an ascending slope from the water’s edge,
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which gives it a more elevated appearance than
"I'oronto ; and just in front of it, is a peninsula pro-
jecting out between two bays, which is still higher
than the town, and commands a beautiful and exten-
sive view from its summit. On the topmost ridge
of this elevated peninsula, stands the fort of Kings-
ton, which commands the passage by the river and
lake, overlooks the whole town, and could bring its
guns to bear upon almost every part of the sur-
rounding country. Between the fort and the town,
is a smaller peninsula, on which is the Naval Yard,
at which, during the last war with America, a ship
of 120 guns was built for the lake service, but was
never used, and has since been taken to pieces.*

We visited the Fort in company with the com-
manding officer, Major Deedes of Her Majesty’s
34th, and were struck with its admirable position,
and great strength, the masonry being of the most
solid and massive kind, executed in the fine blue
limestone of the peninsula on which it stands, the
ditches broad and deep, the walls thick, and the
ramparts and batteries elevated, strong, and spacious.
The quarters for officers and men are roomy and
substantial ; and every provision seems to have been
made for their comfort. Extensive tanks or reser-
voirs of water are kept within the fort always filled,
in case of a siege; a large supply of provisions is
also constantly on hand. The number of men at
present in the garrison is about 250, including a
detachment of provincial artillery, the number of
guns mounted about 50,—and a magazine, with
ammunition of all kinds, a large supply of smali

* See plate 1I
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arms, and several bombs and mortars, with shot and
shells, are always kept ready for use. In going the
rounds of the Fort, we were taken down to a sub--
terraneous vaulted passage or covered way, intended
for a retreat in case of need, and leading to vaulted
chambers, with port-holes for cannon, and openings
for musketry, commanding the ditches, so that if an
enemy penetrated thus far, they could be ¢ mowed
down like grass,” as our guide expressed himself.
It was through this subterranean passage that two
of the Canadian insurgents, who were confined in
this Fort, made their escape, and succeeded in getting
across to the United States. The very strength of
the place in which they were confined, led to a
relaxation of vigilance on the part of the sentries,
and they had opportunities of making their prepara-
tions unobserved for some days before, having been
informed by one of the masons who had worked in
this subterranean passage, of all the particulars
respecting it. It was remarked to us that the same
relaxation of vigilance, arising from undue reliance
on the strength of the place of confinement, had led
to the escape of two other Canadian prisoners from
the castle of Quebec; while at Amherstburgh and
some other British garrison forts, where the rebel
prisoners were confined only in an ordinary guard-
house, they were so well looked after, because of the
insecurity of their prison, that not one of all the
number effected an escape.

The town of Kingston is laid out with sufficient
regularity ; but it has no street to compare with
King Street, in Toronto ; and few of those delightful
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little villas and garden dwellings, which abound in
the neighbourhood of the latter, and make its envi-
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