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PREFACE

WE have endeavoured in the following pages to present
as accurate, comprehensive, and readable an account of
Canadian Life in Town and Country as the limitations
of the book would permit. For any unintentional
inaccuracies or omissions in the text we beg the reader’s
indulgence.

We gladly avail ourselves of this opportunity of
acknowledging our indebtedness, both in the supply
of material for the book, and in the overseeing of certain
of the proofs, to many friends here and elsewhere in
Canada ; and especially to Mr. Justice Girouard, of the
Supreme Court of Canada; Mr. John Reade, M.A.,
literary editor of the Montreal Gazette; Mr. E. T. D.
Chambers, of Quebec, the leading authority on Canadian
sports ; Lord Aylmer, Inspector-General of the Canadian
Militia ; Mr. Hayter Reed, of Quebec; Captain E. T. D.
Morrison, D.S.O., editor of the O#fewa Citizen; and
Mr. R. H. Cowley, M.A., Inspector of Public Schools
for the County of Carleton.

HENRY J. MORGAN.
LAWRENCE J. BURPEE.
OTTAWA, CANADA,
May, 1905.
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CANADIAN LIFE IN
TOWN & COUNTRY

CHAPTER 1
THE NEW DOMINION

WHAT were the thoughts of John Cabot, standing upon
the deck of his sturdy little Bristol craft, the Matthew,
when, on that memorable June day in the year 1497, the
welcome cry rang out from the masthead, ‘Land ho!’
and he turned to gaze with wondering eyes upon what
he believed to be the eastern coast of the territory of the
Grand Khan? Visions he must have had of glory and
wealth—fabulous riches of marvellous countries, tales of
which had been brought back to Europe by that most
courageous traveller Marco Polo. Beyond this inhospit-
able coast lay, indeed, an Eldorado, but not the one he
looked for. Cabot’s w11dest dreams never contemplated
a new continent, holding vaster wealth than all the
treasures of China and the Indies, and populated, four
hundred years after his eyes rested upon it, by one
hundred millions of people, speaking the language of his
_adopted country.

J" What he supposed to be the coast of far Cathay’
was in reality the easternmost point of North America—
the outpost of the Canada that was to be. Between the
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Canadian Life

adventurous captain and his Asiatic quest lay a vast
continent, tenanted only by wandering tribes of Indians,
but capable of supporting many times the population
of Europe. On the strength of this discovery of John
Cabot, and the subsequent voyages of his son Sebastian,
England claimed the new land as her own; but the
valley of the St. Lawrence and the unknown lands of
the West were to see the rule of many generations of
another race before they finally became England’s fore-
most colony.

Four hundred years after Cabot’s landfall, on the same
day in June, a group of Canadian public men met at
Halifax and unveiled a tablet, placed in the provincial
building by the Royal Society of Canada, to commemo-
rate his discovery. A notable feature was the presence
at the ceremony of two men of Bristol, sent by Cabot’s
old town, to join in this tribute to his memory.

The Cabots, however, were content to skirt the outer
coast of the continent, and it was not until 1534 that
Jacques Cartier, a brave and enterprising seaman of St.
Malo, sailed into the Gateway of North America, as far
as the island of Anticosti. The following year he pushed
his discoveries up the St. Lawrence to the island of
Orleans, or the Isle of Bacchus, as he first called it,
from the quantities of grapes he found there. He
landed at the Indian village of Stadacona, at the foot of
the towering rock on which Quebec now stands,
and was well received by the natives. He then made
his way up the great river to the island on which
Montreal now stands.*®

* Jacques Cartier’s return to St. Malo has been graphically
described by the ili-fated Canadian statesman, Thomas D’Arcy
McGee, in a ballad which is familiar to every Canadian.

¢ He told them of a region, hard, iron-bound, and cold,
Nor seas of pearl abounded, nor mines of shining gold ;
Where the wind from Thule freezes the word upon the lip,
And the ice in spring comes sailing athwart the early ship ;
He told them of the frozen scene, until they thrilled with fear,
And piled fresh fuel on the hearth to make them better cheer,
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in Town and Country

Jacques Cartier, too, has his memorial in Canada.
Three and a half centuries after his discovery of the St.
Lawrence a noble monument was erected to his memory,
and unveiled, in the presence of a hundred thousand
French-Canadians, by the Governor-General of the
Dominion:

But neither Cabot nor Jacques Cartier can fairly be
regarded as the founder of Canada, or New France.
That title belongs to Samuel Champlain. To his energy
and unbounded faith in the new land, it was chiefly due
that permanent settlements were established, both at
Port Royal, in Acadie, and at Quebec. De Monts,
Poutrincourt, and IL’Escarbot are also names closely
connected with the founding of Port Royal, but we need
not here attempt to follow the history of that first Acadian
settlement. Champlain’s more important work began
with the founding of Quebec in 1608. The earliest
foundations of the future city were laid along the water’s
edge, at the foot of the cliff, on what is now known as
‘the lower town. Champlain made his headquarters
here for twelve years, until he built a fort on the heights
above, which was afterwards enlarged and known as the
Castle of St. Louis, the famous home of the governors of
New France, and of many of the governors under British
rule.

All this time, however, British seamen and explorers

¢ But when he changed the strain, he told how soon is cast,
In early spring, the fetters that hold the waters fast ;
How the winter causeway, broken, is drifted out to sea,
And the rills and rivers sing with pride the anthem of the free ;
How the magic wand of summer clad the landscape to his eyes,
Like the dry bones of the just when they wake in Paradise.

¢ He told them of the river, whose mighty current gave
Its freshness for a hundred leagues to ocean’s briny wave ;
He told them of the glorious scene presented to his sight,
‘What time he reared the cross and crown on Hochelaga’s height ;
And of the fortress cliff that keeps of Canada the key ;
And they welcomed back Jacques Cartier from the perils over sea.’
(“Jacques Cartier,’ in “ Poems’ of Thomas D’Arcy McGee.)
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had not beenidle. Martin Frobisher had visited Labrador
in 1576; the following year Sir Francis Drake, on his
voyage around the world, sailed up the Pacific coast of
America until he reached the 48th parallel, and saw
the ‘sea of mountains’ that now constitute the province
of British Columbia. Six years later Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, a half-brother of Raleigh’s, established an English
colony on the island of Newfoundiand. Three years
after Champlain founded Quebec, Henry Hudson sailed
into the great inland sea, known by his name, and never
returned. His cowardly crew turned him adrift, with his
son and two faithful comrades, in an open boat, and
abandoned them to their fate. Gilbert’s short-lived
colony was succeeded by others, until at length England
obtained a firm foothold in Newfoundland, the oldest of
her existing colonies. She was already securely esta-
blished along the Atlantic seaboard, and a rivalry soon
sprang up between the colonists of New England and
New France, a rivalry which led to almost continual
warfare along the border, in which the white antagonists
were supported by Indian allies on either side.

In 1642 Ville-Marie was founded—or Montreal, as it
was afterwards and is now called—by a colony of religious
enthusiasts, under the chivalrous de Maisonneuve, first
governor of the town. Ville-Marie was in the heart of
the Iroquois country, and that aggressive Indian con-
federacy had not the slightest intention of tamely sub-
mitting to such an invasion of their domain. They
patrolled the woods about the town so closely and
constantly that it became impossible for the colonists
to venture forth except in well-armed bands. Early in
1644 the Iroquois made a determined effort to capture
Ville-Marie, and Maisonneuve, unaccustomed to Indian
warfare, went out to give them battle in the open. This
was exactly what the Iroquois had hoped for. Hidden
behind trees, they waited until the French were almost
among them, then attacked them on every side, until
the French were compelled to retreat to the fort, carrying
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in Town and Country

their dead and wounded with them. Maisonneuve was
the last man to enter the gate. As he retreated slowly
towards it, an Iroquois sprang forward, hoping to capture
the ‘white chief’ alive, but Maisonneuve turned swiftly,
hurled the savage to the ground, and sprang through the
gateway. The Place d’Armes, a well-known square in
the heart of Montreal, commemorates this fight with the
Iroquois, and is said to occupy the very ground of
Maisonneuve’s adventure,

About this period we come in contact with that rare
combination of political sagacity and missionary zeal, the
Jesuit. It is a remarkable fact that the Jesuits, expelled
from even such countries as the South American Re-
publics, with their exclusively Roman Catholic bias,
should still find an asylum in Canada, but the explanation
is perhaps not far to seek. Canada has known the Jesuit
throughout all the earlier years of its history, but for the
most part the less attractive political side of that com-
posite character has been kept in the background, and
he is remembered here only as the devoted, courageous,
and self-sacrificing missionary, to whom death even in
its most frightful forms was welcome, when it lay in the
path of duty. Father Joques, one of the truest and most
faithful missionaries that the world has ever seen, was
captured by the Iroquois in 1642 and carried off to their
lodges, where they inflicted upon him every torture that
their relentless cruelty could devise; and the Iroquois
had made a speciality of torture through many generations.
They stopped short of his death, however, and on one
of their trading expeditions to the Dutch settlements on
the Albany, they took what was left of Father Joques
with them. The Dutch governor, Van Corlaer, took
pity on the Jesuit, and helped him to escape. He managed
to get on board a vessel that was about to sail, and in
time found his way to France. One would think that one
such experience was enough for even the most devoted
of missionaries, but it was not enough for Father Joques.
He returned almost immediately to New France, and
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resumed his missionary labours, volunteering always for
the most difficult and dangerous posts. In the end he
was again captured by his old foes, and faced martyrdom
with a courage which won the admiration of even the
hardened Iroquois, who judged of a man’s courage by
his ability to endure the most merciless torture without
flinching. Two other devoted priests, Breboeuf and
Lalemant, were captured by another Iroquois war party
at one of their Huron missions and tortured, the former
being scalped alive and boiling water poured on his head
in mockery of the rite of baptism, after which both were
burned at the stake. Father Daniel, also in charge of
one of the Huron missions, was more fortunate. He
was surprised by the Iroquois while conducting service
in his little chapel, and fell, riddled with arrows, while
endeavouring to rally the terror-stricken Hurons to defend
the village.

The Iroquois, emboldened by these and other successes,
pressed ever closer around the French settlements, until
at length their insolence and scorn of the French reached
such a height that they attacked them openly under the
very walls of Quebec.

It was at this critical juncture, when the very existence
of the colony hung in the balance, that a heroic young
French nobleman, Dollard des Ormeaux, determined to
give his life for the people. It was known that a great
war party of Iroquois was on its way down the river
Ottawa with the sworn intention of destroying Ville-
Marie. The incident has been graphically described by
a Canadian writer—

‘ Dollard, with sixteen comrades, vowed to shatter the
wave ere it broke on the city, and to restore respect for
French valour. They took the sacrament together, and
went forth to the fate of Thermopyle. Nor was this
new Thermopyle less glorious than the immortal one
of old. With a handful of Huron and Algonquin allies
they ascended the Ottawa, and entrenched themselves
in the ruins of an old stockade at the pass of the Long
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Sault rapids. Seven hundred yelling Iroquois swooped
upon them, and were beaten back. Appalled at the
terrific odds, most of Dollard’s Indians forsook him.
But one Algonquin chief, and a half-score of the more
warlike Hurons, stood faithful. Men were these savages,
of the old heroic pattern. For three days, burning with
thirst—for there was no spring in the fort; fainting
with hunger—for there was no time to eat ; gasping with
exhaustion, for the foe allowed them no respite—these
beroes held the pass; and the bodies of the Iroquois
were piled so deep before them that the palisades ceased
to be a shelter. Not till all were slain but five, and
these five helpless with wounds, did the enemy win their
way in. Of the five, four died at once; and the last,
having life enough left to make it worth while, was
tortured. But the Iroquois had been taught a lesson.
They slunk back to their lodges, and Montreal drew
breath awhile in peace.’

But true heroism in New France was not confined to
men ; women, and even young girls, revealed on more
than one occasion the courage and resourcefulness of
tried warriors. One of the most memorable incidents
in the early history of Canada—one which has been told
and re-told by historians, poets, and novelists—is the
plucky defence of her father's fort against a party of
Iroquois, by the fourteen-year-old daughter of the Seigneur
of Verchtres. The fort was surprised during the absence
of the Seigneur, but Madelaine, who had been out in the
fields, managed to get in and shut the gates before the
Indians overtook her. . She then mustered her garrison,
which consisted of two soldiers (who were so terror-
stricken that they proposed to blow up the powder
magazine), an old man, and Madelaine’s two younger
brothers. The two soldiers were sent to the blockhouse
with the women, and Madelaine, with her brothers and
the old man, determined to defend the fort to the last.
Under cover of the night she had dummies prepared
and placed behind the walls, and to further deceive the
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savages, she and her plucky little garrison patrolled the
fort throughout the night, calling out at intervals, so
that the Iroquois were persuaded that the fort was fully
garrisoned. For nearly a week the same ceaseless vigi-
lance was maintained, the Indians never finding an
opportunity to surprise the fort. At last reinforcements
unexpectedly arrived, and the brave girl handed over
the fort to an officer, who gazed in amazement at the
garrison and commander who had for a week held off a
band of veteran Iroquois.

The early history of Canada teems with romance ; the
story is one of constant conflict with the Indians, and
with the New England colonists ; of the martyr zeal of
Jesuit and Récollet missionaries ; of intrepid explo-
rations by land and water throughout the vast unknown .
wilderness of the West ; of the exploits of fur trader and
coureur de bois, such as Radisson and Chouart (called
Groseilliers), whose home was the wilderness, and who
roamed far and wide, until at length the whole broad
continent became their field, and they had journeyed
north to Hudson’s Bay, west to the Rockies, and south
to the Gulf of Mexico.

With the death of Wolfe and Montcalm upon the his-
toric Plains of Abraham, in 1759, this first period of
Canadian history, with all its romance and picturesque-
ness, comes to an end. Canada now becomes a British
colony, and the old 7égime, so hopeless from the point
of view of practical colonising, but so attractive to the
student of history or romance, gives place to the inevi-
table British struggle for self-government.

Whether we regard it from the point of view of terri-
torial expansion, growth of population, development of
natural resources, or the evolution of a national 74/ or
character, the Canada of to-day will be found vastly
different from that of either the picturesque French
period—the New France of Jacques Cartier and Cham-
plain, Frontenac and Montcalm ; or that period of transi-
tion which lay between the surrender of New France
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in Town and Country

to England and the confederation of the several colonies
in 1867.

British North America now includes the whole of the
northern half of the continent, with the exception of
Alaska (which belongs to the United States), Greenland
(which belongs to Denmark), and the small islands of
St. Pierre and Miquelon in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
which constitute the last remaining possessions of France
in North America, with the exception of the islands she
holds in the West Indies. Canada includes all of British
North America, with the exception of Newfoundland
and a portion of the Labrador coast—a strip of coast
on the mainland extending from Ungava Bay to the
Straits of Belle Isle. The territory of Labrador is nearly
as large as Europe, and is estimated to contain a total
area of 3,745,574 square miles.

Geographically, Canada may be divided into three
fairly distinct regions: (1) The mountainous country of
the west, consisting of the province of British Columbia ;
(2) the prairies, those vast alluvial plains that cover the
central portion of the continent, and which ages ago
formed the bed of an immense sea ; and (3) the wood-
land regions of the east, including the provinces of
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick.
The width of the several belts from east to west is,
mountain, 6oo miles; prairie, 1000; and woodland,
2300. The five great lakes, with their connecting rivers,
form a complete chain of waterways from the head of
Lake Superior to the Atlantic, a distance of 2384 miles,
and covering an area of about 100,000 square miles.
The four other large Canadian lakes cover together an
area of over 35,000 square miles. Hudson’s Bay has an
extreme length of 1000 miles, and is 60o miles wide
across the bay proper. The Bay of Fundy, lying
between the provinces of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, is 170 miles long, with an average width of 4o
miles. These figures give a fair idea of the gigantic
scale on which Nature built Canada. Her mountains,
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plains, lakes, rivers, and forests are all in keeping with
the character of the only country in the world bounded
on three sides by three several oceans.

Canada is now so accustomed to confederation that
little is thought of the changes it accomplished or of
the hopes and aspirations it first awakened. The
under-current toward independence, which might at the
period referred to have seriously threatened the British
connexion, was, through the patriotic efforts of a group
of brilliant and far-sighted Canadian statesmen, of whom

Sir John Macdonald, Sir George Cartier, Hon. George

Brown, Sir Alexander Galt, Sir Charles Tupper, Hon. T.
D. McGee, Hon. William Macdougall, and Sir S. L.
Tilley were the leaders, merged in a counter-proposition
—the principle of the practical independence of each
British State in its own sphere, coupled with united
action as an Empire. Lord Dufferin, who had arrived
in Canada as Governor-General in 1872, was of invalu-
able assistance to the young Dominion at this critical
period. His ripe statesmanship and undoubted interest
in the welfare of Canada made him an invaluable ally.
His speeches in Canada were filled with glowing de-
scriptions of the country’s resources and prospects, and
inspiring prophecies as to its golden future. The feeling
of honest pride and resourcefulness which had thus been
awakened was presently moulded into a true national
spirit. The old sectionalism gradually gave place to a
full acceptance of the new confederation and all that it
implied. From Nova Scotia to British Columbia, men
no longer withered under the blight of the despised name
Colonial, but proudly called themselves Canadians. The
same broad spirit of patriotism inculcated by Macdonald
and his early contemporaries has been fostered by every
other Canadian Premier, from Alexander Mackenzie to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and by such eminent provincial
leaders as Sir Oliver Mowat, Sir W. R. Meredith, Hon.
A. A, Taillon, Hon. A. R. Angers, Hon. F. G. Marchand,
Sir H. Joly de Lotbinitre, Hon. G. W. Ross, Hon.
10
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E. J. Flynn, Hon. S. N. Parent, Hon. J. W. Longley, and
Mr. J. P. Whitney. Independence, in the sense of political
separation from the mother country, is no longer seriously
considered in Canada, and is never likely to be re-
awakened unless the mother country should forget her
offspring.*

In effect Canada is, of course, already an independent
country, free to collect and spend her own revenue, to
raise her own armies and construct her own fleets, if she
chooses so to do. When all is sifted, all race divisions
borne with, all allowances made for the heat of colonial
politics, and the possible errors of a young country, in
Canada there is a greater degree of human freedom than
exists in any other part of the world. At confederation
the whole country, although divided in political opinion,
was essentially conservative in thought and feeling,
opposed to extreme organic change. In Upper Canada
(as Ontario was formerly called), in some portions of
Quebec, and in a lesser degree in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, the agricultural popuiation consisted of well-to-
do farmers, who ate and dressed well, drove to church or
market in their own spring waggons or carriages, and
tilled their own lands. Since confederation the progress
of this class has been marked.

The farm supplies much of the best brain to the Bar,
the Church, and other learned professions. Scientific
farming, studied at the national experimental farms, is
developed in the home fields, and rural Canada now

* Among other Canadians who have been instrumental in moulding
public opinion ‘in the direction indicated have been Lord Strathcona,
Sir Sandford Fleming, Lieut.-Col. G, T. Denison, Dr. G. R. Parkin,
Senator Miller (senior member of the Canadian Lords), Senator
Gowan, Hon. G. E. Foster, Sir H. E. Taschereau, Sir Alexander
Lacoste, Judge Girouard, Judge Routhier, Sir G. A. Drummond,
W. F. Cockshutt, M.P., G. E. Drummond, the late Principal Grant,
Rev. Prof. Clark (Trinity University), John Reade, Alexander
McNeill, ex-M.P., W, W. Campbell, C. Phillipps-Wooley, F. Blake
Crofton, Thomas Macfarlane, Hon. J. I. Tarte, Archibald McGoun,
Col. Hughes, Bishop Worrell, Benjamin Sulte, and H. H. Lyman.
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shows smiling peace and plenty. In popular education,
in agriculture and in manufactures, a firm basis had been
laid even before the confederation of the provinces; and
although for a time the dissatisfaction of Nova Scotia
was a cloud on the fortunes of the Dominion of Canada,
there was a bright future assured for her from within and
without.

Of the total population of Canada, about one-third
are French in language and descent. Five million, out
of five and a half, are British born. Four and a half
million are natives of Canada. Of the remainder, 201,000
were born in England ; 101,000 in Ireland ; and 83,000
in Scotland. The foreign-born residents number 278,000 ;
of whom nearly 128,000 came from the United States ;
31,000 from Russia; 28,000 from Austro-Hungary ; and
27,000 from Germany.

In addition to the 1,600,000 French-Canadians in
Canada, there are nearly a million in the United States,
the accumulated result of many years’ emigration. It is
gratifying to note, however, that the tide has during the
past year or two turned North again, and the French-
Canadians are returning in ever-increasing numbers to
their old home across the border. As the French popu-
lation of Canada in 1760 was only 70,000, and there has
been practically no French immigration since that date,
and inter-marriages between French and English are
extremely rare, this total of two and a half million
French-Canadians furnishes a very remarkable example
of natural increase.

Of the English-speaking population of the Dominion,
one and a quarter million are of English descent ; Irish,
988,000 ; Scotch, 8oo,000; German, 310,000 ; Dutch,
33,000 ; Scandinavian, 31,000 ; Russian, 28,000 ; Austro-
Hungarian, 18,000; Chinese and Japanese, 22,000;
negroes, 17,000 ; Indian population, 93,000, with 34,000
half-breeds, the latter consisting for the most part of
prosperous and industrious farmers, in Manitoba and
the North-West,

12



in Town and Country

Enthusiastic sons of the Dominion find something
Imperial in this vigorous young land of the North, in her
vast area and boundless resources. It is, indeed, a land
to inspire the broadest and deepest patriotism ; a land,
as has been said, washed by three oceans, a land of
mighty rivers and swelling inland seas, of vast, dense
forests, and ocean-like prairies leading up to snow-capped
mountains. Her inland lakes are in themselves greater
in size than many of the kingdoms of Europe; England
might be dropped into Lake Superior, and there would
still be room for several of the smaller countries of
Europe.

Sometimes when some Canadians feel with a degree
of shame that the Dominion is not shouldering her fair
share of the burdens of the Empire, that England is
receiving no adequate return for the protection she
affords Canada by her fleets, her diplomatic service, and
above all, by her national prestige, there is a certain—
well, negative comfort, in contemplating the history of
Canadian boundary questions, and throwing into the
balance, on Canada’s account, the vast territories that
have been lost to her, through the doubtless well-meant
efforts of British diplomats to secure American friendship
at Canada’s expense.

If British statesmen could only have been brought to
realise that territorial sacrifices never have, and never
would, create a feeling of sincere friendship for Great
Britain or for Canada in the hearts. of the governing
classes of the United States, they might have taken a
very different course in the various boundary negotia-
tions, and thousands of square miles of what is now
American territory would have remained where they
rightly belonged, within the territories of British North
America,

From the very beginning Canadian territory was used
to cajole the revolting colonists, full of the intoxication
of a new-born freedom, into reconciliation with the
mother country, The astute politicians of the United
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States were quick to grasp the possibilities of the
situation. They had no intention of accepting the olive
branch held out by Great Britain, but they saw no reason
why the evident anxiety of the mother country for
cordial relations should not be turned to good account.

When the Treaty of 1783 was being negotiated,
Benjamin Franklin, with amazing effrontery, coolly
suggested that England should hand over her remaining
North American colonies to the United States, to the
end that the two nations might, as he suggested, thereby
secure to themselves a lasting peace. While England
did not see fit to accede to this remarkable proposition,
her representatives showed every disposition to concede
the alleged claims of the United States, however extrava-
gant, however preposterous, to territory that by all the
laws of nations justly belonged to Canada. The magni-
ficent stretch of territory, now forming the States of
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan, with portions
of Ohio and Minnesota, was handed over by Lord Shel-
burne to the United States. These lands unquestionably
belonged to Canada. They had been originally dis-
covered by French-Canadians, and were ceded to
England, with the rest of Canada, after the conquest
of Quebec. They were distinctly included in the
boundaries of the Province of Quebec, as defined by
the Proclamation of 1763. But what of that? The
United States wanted them, and England did not.

So it was in every subsequent boundary negotiation.
That great wedge of American territory that cuts New
Brunswick almost in two was gained for the United
States because the sharp wits of a Daniel Webster were
pitted against the lordly indifference of an Ashburton.
On the Pacific coast, England again surrendered Canadian
territory to the Americans. The first men to reach the
Pacific overland were Canadians, and the first men to
establish trading posts at the mouth of the Columbia
were again Canadians. Nevertheless, when the United
States demanded a boundary far north of the Columbia,
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England once more revealed her untiring desire to
purchase American friendship by means of Canadian
territory. On the whole, it is not altogether surprising
that Canada’s boundaries are now a somewhat sore point
to the people of the Dominion. Fortunately, recent
events have brought to English statesmen not only a more
just conception of the value of Canadian territory, but a
warmer appreciation of the value of Canadian kinship,
and it is hoped that this feeling will continue to grow
from year to year, thereby providing a safeguard against
any mistakes or misunderstandings, in the future, in
respect to such questions.

In every direction the old misconceptions of the past
are giving place to a clearer understanding, on the part
of Englishmen, of the people, resources, climate, and
general characteristics of Canada. It is no longer
possible, as it was a few years ago, for a statesman in the
Imperial House of Commons to tell his interested hearers
that Canada is separated from the United States by the
Straits of Panama. Neither do anxious mothers write to
friends in Winnipeg to be kind enough to give an hour or
two to meeting their sons upon their arrival at Quebec or
Halifax ; nor do those same sons so frequently after
landing at the crowded docks of Montreal, armed with
bowie-knife and express rifle, ask to be taken to the
nearest resort of the wood buffalo.*

* The late Colonel Skinner, M.P., related to the writer that on the
occasion of his going to Wimbledon, in the seventies, in command
of a rifle-team from Ontario, many English visitors to their camp
expressed surprise at finding that the Colonel and his men were not
copper-coloured. The depth of ignorance, not only of the average
Englishmen, but of men whose public position and world-wide
experience make it inexcusable, as regards Canada was brought
home to the people of the Dominion in a peculiarly discouraging
fashion not long ago. The Commander-in-Chief of the British
Army, Lord Roberts—a man as dear to the hearts of Canadians as
to those of the Homeland—stated before the War Commission that
—*¢he had been told that Canada was very much covered with
dense forests, and that it was very difficult to find much spare
ground !> The colossal, the stupendous ignorance of this answer
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Happily, the British Press is giving an increasing
amount of attention to Canadian affairs, and what is more
important, is taking greater pains to ensure accurate infor-
mation. Such visits as those of the Prince and Princess
of Wales, the British Association, the British delegates to
the Congress of Chambers of Commerce, and the British
Press and the British Parliamentary excursion to Canada,
are doing incalculable good in bringing Canada and the
mother land to a better and more intelligent understanding.

The traveller from Europe, bound for Canada, ap-
proaches the country by one of several routes, according
to the season of the year, and the particular line of
steamers which he favours. He may be landed at
Halifax or St. John, or he may be carried through the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and so up the river to Quebec or
Montreal ; and in the latter case he has still two alterna-
tives. His steamer may enter the Gulf by way of the
narrow Straits of Belle Isle, separating Newfoundland
from Labrador, or it may take the other route past the
treacherous rocks of Cape Race, and so on through the
broad channel between Newfoundland and Cape Breton.
By this route, unless he gets a glimpse of the outermost
points of Cape Breton, his first sight of Canada will be
of the rugged Gaspé coast, a district of the province of
Quebec, which obtained its name, appropriately enough,
from the corruption of an Indian word meaning ‘ end of
the earth” A wild country it is, with cliffs rising seven
hundred feet sheer in an unbroken wall of miles of gray
rock. Life centres in its out-of-the-world fishing villages,
in the occasional signal stations, and the main road that
follows the sea coast. Gorges, cascades, still lakes
between the hills, mossy swamps where the pitcher plant

places it almost beyond belief, did it not appear in black and white
in a British Blue Book. It is, perhaps, useless to mention, that a
million Wimbledon or Bisley Commons might be laid out side by
side on the level, treeless prairies of the Canadian North-West, and
in any one of the provinces room could be found, and to spare, to
manceuvre all the armies of England.
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grows, make the face of the country between the fertile
intervals where there is good farming land. Plenty of
caribou and salmon and the diversified beauty of its
scenery make Gaspé an ideal country for sportsman and
artist, though its advantages to the settler may be some-
what problematical. The men of Gaspé—and, in fact,
throughout the coasts of the Gulf—are primarily fishermen,
and only incidentally farmers. The farms are left to the
women, except when the wind is too high for fishing, or
the fish have not ‘struck in’ along the coast. Cod fish-
ing forms the staple industry, and herring, pickerel,
gaspereau, and several other kinds of fish lend variety to
the catch. Farther around, on the New Brunswick coast,
the supremacy of the cod as an industrial factor is
seriously questioned by the lobster fisheries and factories.
The Prince Edward Island coast is famous for its Mal-
pecque oysters; and Shediac, on the mainland, exports
yearly many car-loads and ship-loads of clams to the fish
markets of Boston and New York.

But to return to our ship. As she steams south-west
up the noble river, between banks so far apart that the
traveller can scarcely believe that he is not still in the
outer Gulf, the country becomes less sparsely settled,
farm-houses appear on either side, and occasional villages,
each clustered about its parish church, for all the world
like a family of chickens around the mother hen.
Presently small towns appear, Rimouski, Tadousac (at
the mouth of the Saguenay), Cacouna and Riviere-du-
Loup (famous watering places), Kamouraska, Murray
Bay on the north side of the river (another favourite
summer resort), Montmagny, St. Michel, and, at last,
Quebec. Every point on the river, both above and
below Quebec, teams with historical interest, having been
the scene of some fight with the Indians or some early
Colonial tragedy, the site of a pioneer settlement, or the
landing-place of one or other of the several New England
expeditions that sought vainly to capture that mighty
fortress which none but a Wolfe might win,
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If the traveller should leave his steamer at Quebec,
and continue his journey to Montreal by rail, as some do
(notwithstanding the many allurements of the river route),
he would be carried through the heart of French Canada,
past scores of prosperous farms, where the old-time con-
servatism of the rural French-Canadian has at last broken
down, and he no longer gathers in his harvests with the
simple, antiquated tools that his father and grandfather
used, but utilises to the full the results of modern inven-
tiveness. In the latter half of the journey the country
shows an increasing density of population. Towns of
moderate size become more frequent, and evidences
multiply of industrial activity ; until at last Montreal is
reached, and the traveller finds himself in the midst of
that atmosphere of stress and strain and ceaseless turmoil
that marks the life of a modern city.

From Montreal he may continue his journey west to
Toronto, the largest city in the Dominion next to Mont-
real ; or turn south to St. John, Halifax, and other points
in the Maritime Provinces. A short trip of three hours
will bring him to the federal capital, Ottawa.

French Canada has been described as two continuous
villages along the banks of the St. Lawrence, where
occasionally, as in old France, women of the peasant
class work in the fields, sometimes bits of picturesque
colour, sometimes work-worn, nearly always contented.
Lovers of flowers, as all the French Canadians are, their
poorest cottages show a wealth of bloom in the windows,
and neat little summer plots in front. Stiff Normandy
poplars, brought out in the early days, heighten the
French character of the landscape ; but the fine second
growth of maple and other hard woods has too often been
carelessly and inartistically cut away. Public-spirited
Canadians have of late instituted a system of forestry pro-
tection which promises renewed beauty, as well as
perpetual wealth, to the land, one of the most per-
sistent and enthusiastic advocates of the preservation
and renewal of the forests being the present Lieutenant-
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Governor of British Columbia, Sir Henri Joly de
Lotbinitre.

The province of Quebec, with its 351,000 square miles
of territory, and its population of over a million and a
half, almost entirely confined to one race and one religion,
wields a very important influence in the councils of the
country. The neighbouring province of Ontario is, how-
ever, the premier province of the Dominion, in area,
population, and wealth. It covers 260,000 square miles,
considerably more than the United Kingdom and Ireland,
and contains a population of about 2,200,000. Many
sections of the province were originally settled by the
United Empire Loyalists, who emigrated to Canada from
the Thirteen Colonies after the Revolutionary War, rather
than swear allegiance to the United States. These sturdy
loyalists carved homes for themselves in the wilderness of
Upper Canada and the Maritime Provinces, and their
descendants now constitute the backbone of English-
speaking Canada.

On the Detroit river, in Western Ontario, there is
found a group of French-Canadian settlements, made up
of the descendants of discharged French soldiers who had
fought against England in the war closed by the treaty of
Aix-la-Chapelle. This portion of the province received
at different times settlers of many nationalities, several
towns having descendants of refugee slaves from the
United States, fugitives who reached Canada by what was
known as the ‘underground railway.' - They were met
by private benevolence and public organisation, which
resulted, in 1848, in the appropriation for them of a tract
of 18,000 acres of crown lands. Another colony, near
this refugee settlement, was founded by the Reverend
Josiah Henson, the original of Mrs, Stowe’s ¢ Uncle
Tom.” The oddly mixed population of this section of
the province includes United Empire Loyalists, Germans,
negroes, the descendants of French gentlemen, and
peasants, many of whom retain the habits and customs of
their fathers,
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Following the chain of waterways to the westward, an
historical link is found in the boundary river St. Mary, a
wild and narrow channel opening into Lake Superior,
where the Sieur St. Lusson took formal possession in
1671, in the name of Louis XIV., and where the two
towns! of Sault Ste Marie—one Canadian and the other
American—now stand, one on either side of the river.
Through the American and Canadian canals at Sault Ste
Marie pass every season vessels whose aggregate tonnage
far exceeds that of the Suez canal. Here also are situated
the enormous Clergue industries, including power works,
pulp and paper mills, smelting works, blast furnaces,
rolling mills, railways, and iron mines—a stupendous
- undertaking, for a time in financial difficulties, through
over-capitalisation and too rapid development, but which,
from the unequalled natural resources of the district, must
inevitably become in the long run one of the greatest and
most remunerative of Canadian industries.

Here also one finds, as everywhere else in Canada,
the same curious mixture of an eminently practical and
matter-of-fact present with a romantic past. Local
tradition tells of bloody frays and Indian atrocities in
the early days, and a certain flavour of Indian life still
clings to the spot. It was at Sault Ste Marie, in 1671,
that Father Allouez planted the cross and took religious
possession of the country in the French King’s name;
and to this day, in out-of-the-world parishes on the neigh-
bouring islands, are to be found worthy successors of the
intrepid French missionaries of Canada’s early days.

The country between the Great Lakes and the Height of
land has often been described by superficial observers as
a worthless and rocky region, which must always prove
an insurmountable barrier between Central Cagada and
the North-West. That it looks worthless when seen from
a steamship or railway carriage cannot be denied. The
rocks are very much in evidence. But behind them lie
innumerable fertile pockets of land, of milder climate
than that by the lake shore, watered by swift rivers and
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charmingly picturesque lakes. In the rocks lies much of
the wealth of this region, for there is reason to believe
that it is the richest mineral district east of the Rocky
Mountains. This part of the country, subdivided as
New Ontario, comprises four heavily timbered districts,
with an intricate water system, and contains a land area
of 140 million acres, 22 million of which are partially
settled. The value of the land, buildings, live stock, etc.,
of the settlers already established reaches a considerable
figure, and the output of the farm is encouraging ; wheat
and other grains, dairy products, potatoes and heavy
roots, corn, hay and tobacco giving a handsome and
ever-increasing return.

The climate is free from extremes of heat or cold, the
great spruce forests sheltering the land from the bitter
northerly winds of midwinter.

Fire rangers here, as in other wooded districts of
Canada, are appointed to keep constant watch over the
forests, and over the explorers or tourists who pass through
them—these not always being as careful in putting out
camp fires as they might be. The law in regard to
building camp or other fires is strict, and is enforced as
thoroughly as the limited number of rangers and the
enormous extent of the territory they patrol will permit.
Forest fires on a large scale—not so numerous now as
formerly—often become a serious menace to adjoining
settlements, as well as entailing the loss of much valuable
timber, and every effort is made to keep them in check.

Voltaire thought France well rid of her colony of
snow. It was well for his peace of mind that he could not
foresee the extension of those supposed arpents of snow
into miles of agricultural and mineral wealth, stretching
from sea to sea. Since Voltaire’s day Canada has made
mighty strides in all that goes to make for the industrial,
social, and intellectual welfare of a nation. Eastern
Canada leads in population and wealth, but in the
Dominion, as elsewhere, the tendency is always westward,
and the future centre of wealth and influence is more
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likely to be Winnipeg than Montreal or Toronto.
Winnipeg, which this year handled more wheat than any
other city in the world, not even excepting her great
rivals Chicago and Duluth, is developing with the rapidity
of a Western American town, and at the same time with
that stability and caution which are characteristically
Canadian.

And still farther to the west lies that province of
boundless mineral wealth, British Columbia. Since the
days when Sir Alexander Mackenzie crossed the Rockies
for the first time, and stood upon the shores of the Pacific,
a mighty change has been effected in the fortunes of this
far distant portion of the Dominion, dating, chiefly, from
the entrance of the colony into the Confederation in 1871,
and the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway in
1885. British Columbia is Canada’s western outlet to Asia
and Australasia, and, when the second transcontinental
railroad is completed, and a great ocean port created at
Port Simpson, British Columbia will become an extremely
important factor in the commerce of the world,
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CHAPTER 1I
THE FRENCH-CANADIAN

No point in Canadian history has been the subject of
more misconception than the origin of the French-Cana-
dians. There is a widespread impression, founded on
erroneous statements attributed to La Hontan, an early
Canadian writer, and industriously repeated by succeed-
ing historians, that many of the emigrants sent out to
Canada by the French Government were of questionable
character, criminals, discharged prisoners, and the like,
Another mistaken idea is that a strong infusion of military
blood was introduced into the population of French
Canada, by the disbanding of French regiments in the
colony. 'The veteran French-Canadian historian, Ben-
jamin Sulte, than whom no living man is better qualified
to speak authoritatively on such points as these, has
finally demolished both these ancient fictions.

In a pithy article, in the first volume of ¢ Canada: An
Encyclopedia of the Country,” Mr. Sulte shows con-
clusively that the predominating element in the population
of Quebec is Norman. -Dieppe and Rouen furnished the
earliest settlers, the backbone of the colony, and continued
to send men and women to New France up to 1673, when
all emigration from Old to New France was stopped by
the King. Other settlers had come, in small detachments,
previous to that year, from Perche, Maine, Anjou, Tou-
raine, Poitou, Saintonge, Angoumois, Guienne, and Gas-
cony, but they were in every case absorbed by the ruling
type, that of Normandy. The same thing might be said
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of a considerable portion of the Scotch, English, and
Irish elements, which have in many cases been absorbed
by the original stock and become part of the French
Canadian race. A curious case in point may be seen
to-day by any traveller who visits the Canadian villages
on the Lower St. Lawrence. He will find scores of men,
bearing good old Scottish names, Mac-This and Mac-
That, who cannot speak a word of any language but
French.* Mr, Sulte’s conclusion is that the French-
Canadian type (with the exception of the Acadian ele-
ment in the Maritime Provinces) is Norman, whether its
origin were pure Norman, mixed Norman, Gascon, or
French-English.

On the subject of that uniformity of language which is
so remarkable among the French-Canadians, Mr. Sulte
observes that it is the best language spoken from Rochelle
to Paris and Tours, and from there to Rouen, or the
north and west of France. The south and east had
no connexion with Canada at any time. Writers of the
seventeenth century expressed the opinion that French-
Canadians could understand a dramatic play as well as
the élite of Paris, and the archives of Canada furnish ample
proof of this, for we know that theatricals were common
occurrences in New France, and that 7%e Cid of Corneille
was played in Quebec in 1645, 7% Zartuffe of Molitre
at a later date, and the same taste and appreciation for
good dramatic and other literature has continued down
to the present day. The taste for music and the love of
songs are charcteristic of the French-Canadian tempera-
ment, and the racial facility for learning foreign languages
is a well-recognised accomplishment.

* TIn prosecuting a census for the Presbyterian Church in Montreal,
in November 1904, the Rev. Dr. Campbell found scores of French
families there with names fairly redolent of heather, who spoke
scarcely a word of English. ‘It is somewhat startling,’ said the
reverend gentleman in question, ‘to walk confidently up to the
home of a Hugh Ross or a Donald McLellan, and find your first
question met with an expressive shoulder-shrug, and an * Excuse!
parlez-vous Francais?”’

24



in Town and Country

Quebec has produced a literature which in many
respects is much more racy of the soil than is that of the
English-speaking provinces; but this will be dealt with
in another chapter. M. Rameau, a distinguished French
littérateur, paid a deserved tribute to the purity of the
French language as used in Quebec. He noted the
curious fact that many words and phrases which are
rarely now heard in France still existamong the peasantry
of French-Canada, just as we find in New England many
expressions which, though branded as Americanisms, are
in reality pure English, brought over to America by the
first colonists.

Another result of the peculiar historical and geo-
graphical position of the French-Canadian is that,
separated by a wide ocean from the land of his mother
tongue, and practically surrounded by an English-speak-
ing community, he has to a considerable extent borrowed
English words to describe things which are the product
of modern life, and connected with his own immediate
surroundings.  For instance, the French-Canadian usually
speaks of a ¢ railroad’ or a ¢steamboat’ instead of using
the corresponding French words, putting, however, a
stress upon the last syllable. A still more singular
development is the Gallicising of English verbs. An
American, who has spent many years among the French-
Canadians, says that he has heard one of them use the
surprising French verb ¢skunfer’ (English to shunt a
train or car). Another French-Canadian remarked that
a certain person was ‘ malaisé d beater’ (hard to beat).
His attention being called to some holes in the board he
was using, he said ¢ Je vais les plugger’ (‘1 am going to
plug them up’), although the common French datfre or
boucker would have served equally well. The Zabitants
never speak of pomme de terre ; they are invariably called
¢ patates.” At the lumber camps, where many French-
Canadians are employed, pork and beans form one of
the staple dishes. The vegetable retains its proper
French name, féves, but the cooked dish is called ¢ beans.’
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Thus, the cook will ask if he is to ‘ mettre tremper des
Jeves pour faive des beans,’ that is, put some beans in soak
to make some beans.* The habitant has a strong ten-
dency, when removing to an English-speaking neighbour-
hood—Ontario, New England, etc.—to Anglicise his
name. Roy, for instance, becomes King; Le Blanc
turns to White; Boulanger to Baker, etc. Dr. Drummond
gives an amusing instance of this in one of his inimitable
habitant poems, where a French-Canadian, returning to
his old Quebec home from the United States, announces
to his friends : * Ma name’s Bateese Trudeau no more,
but John B. Waterhole I’ It may perhaps be necessary
to explain that ‘ Bateese’ stands for the most popular
baptismal name in Quebec, that of the patron Saint of
the Province, St. Jean Baptiste.

A good deal was said about the dual language in
Canada, in connexion with discussions as to a similar
problem in South Africa. As a matter of fact, the
records and statutes of the Dominion are always given
in the two languages, and motions are invariably put by
the Speakers of both Houses of Parliament at Ottawa in
French as well as in English. The debates appear daily
in both languages, and the French-Canadian members
frequently exercise their privilege of addressing the
House in their native tongue. As most of them, how-
ever, use English with fluency, and comparatively few
English - Canadians understand French, there is little,
beyond the desire to keep the privilege alive, to induce
the Quebec representatives to deliver French speeches.
In the local Legislature at Quebec the tables are turned.
There, as at Ottawa, the dual language is provided for
by law, but one rarely hears anything but French. In

* Thus it appears that the French spoken in Quebec is remark-
ably pure, so far as it embodies the language brought over from
France by the early colonists ; but to express the ideas growing out
of numerous peculiarly modern developments, the French-Canadian
h'as to a considerable extent adopted English words, which he some-
times uses in their original form, and sometimes turns into doubtful
French,
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the Supreme Court of Canada the arguments may be,
although they seldom are, in French, and the two Quebec
judges who sit on the Supreme Court bench frequently
give their decisions in that language.

Parkman, in his ¢ Old Régime in Canada,’ drew with
his customary skill a picture of the French-Canadian of
the early days—the product of a paternal Government
perpetually regulating, interfering with, restricting, or
neglecting, the unfortunate colony. Volition, he said,
was enfeebled, self-reliance paralysed. The colonist of
French-Canada was in the condition of a child ‘held
always under the rule of a father, in the main well-mean-
ing and kind, sometimes generous, sometimes neglectful,
often capricious, and rarely very wise. Parkman draws
a rather unflattering comparison between the French-
Canadian and the sturdy, self-reliant colonist of New
England ; but the comparison is not always just to the
former. The history of the French-Canadian, both
under the French #égime and as subject of the British
Crown, shows him to have possessed, in no small degree,
the qualities of self-government. He had little chance to
prove himself until after the conquest, but since the
establishment of responsible government, he has shown
himself perfectly capable of ¢ paddling his own canoe.

The French-Canadian is still French; he has many
things in common with his European cousin; but in
some vital respects he is radically different. His New
World environment, with its solitude, its vastness, its
inherent simplicity, the lurking dangers of its forests, its
constant demands upon his energy and power of instant
decision, could not fail to develop in him powers of self-
reliance and individuality beyond those possessed by
the Old World Frenchman. Parkman gives most of the
credit for the notable achievements of the colony to Old
World Frenchmen, but a closer study of early Canadian
history reveals the fact that the men who led successful
expeditions against the New Englanders, who defeated
the Iroquois on his own ground and by his own methods
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of warfare, and who explored with indomitable courage
and energy the far Western wilderness, were for the most
part not Frenchmen, but French-Canadians—men who
had been born, or spent most of their lives, in the
colony.*

The advance of civilisation in more recent times has
to some extent carried the French-Canadian back to the
characteristics of the original stock, but, in spite of much
that has been written to the contrary, there are at the
present time few points of sympathy between the
European Frenchman and the French of the New World.
In those admirable qualities which have made France
the home of politeness and good manners, however, the
French-Canadian has fully retained the characteristics
of his race. He is also steady in his habits, temperate,
and conservative in his instincts, Statistics show that
the province of Quebec is the most temperate in the
Dominion. The fact that when a prohibition pldiscite
was taken of Canada, a few years ago, the French-
Canadians almost to a man voted against it, might seem
on the surface to lead to a different conclusion, but the
adverse vote of Quebec in that instance was due, not to
any leaning toward intemperance, but rather as a protest
against what the people considered an interference with
their legitimate rights and liberty.

The French-Canadian, like his European cousin, is a
hero-worshipper. He often votes for the man rather
than the party. He is swayed to a large extent by
rhetoric, but in the main his political judgment is not
much at fault.+

The /abitant, or farmer of Quebec, is not what he was

* Vide ‘ Lake St, Louis,” and ¢ Supplement,’ by Judge Girouard,
pp- 86, 322.

t Papineau, Lafontaine, and Cartier were, in their day, the
popular idols of Quebec, but neithér these nor any other ever held
so unique a place in the hearts of French-Canadians as the present
Premier of the Dominion, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who has carried his
province at two successive general elections by overwhelming
majorities,
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a decade or two ago. During the last few years the
province of Quebec has undergone a remarkable indus-
trial transformation, and the people, both of town and
country, are approximating more closely, in all that
makes for comfort and convenience, to the well-to-do
farmers of Ontario and New England. The old-fashioned
plough, which was good enough for his father and grand-
father, is not good enough for the Aabitant of to-day. In
this, as in every other appliance designed to lighten
human labour, and facilitate the transfer of wheat in the
ear to wheat in the barn, he is now satisfied with nothing
less than the best, the most ¢up-to-date.’” He imports
improved stock, horses, cattle, etc. ; supports cheese and
butter factories; and has, in fact, wrought such a mar-
vellous transformation in what was once considered a
comparatively unproductive or exhausted province, that
insurance companies are now able to testify that the
farms and farmers of Quebec are among the best risks
they can get in the country.

Much of this radical change in agricultural methods
has been due to the enlightened policy pursued by the
Government of Quebec, ably seconded by the efforts of
agricultural societies, and such far-seeing citizens as the
late Reverend Mr. Montmigny, of Beauce, the Hon.
Louis Beaubien, of Montreal, and others who, by per-
suading the farmers to adopt new methods and imple-
ments, turned what had come to be regarded as barren
districts into the richest and most fruitful counties in the
province, and, as a result, brought back scores of French-
Canadians from the United States, where they had
wandered because they could not make a living off the
old home farms, with the only methods they knew of.

Inevitably, the increased prosperity of the farmer of
Quebec has brought with it increasing comfort in his
home. The Zabitant never lacked plenty of good plain
food and a warm hearth, where every one was welcome,
but when money became more plentiful, and the mort-
gage had been paid off, he very naturally turned his

29



Canadian Life

attention, with the able assistance of the good wife, to
the acquisition of those modern luxuries which he found
in the homes of his English-speaking friends. The well-
scrubbed floor of the parlour must now be covered by a
modern carpet, and the fiddle of an earlier generation
must give place to a piano. Similarly, the cariok and
caléche, once the almost universal means of conveyance
for winter and summer respectively, have now given place
to cutters and carriages of the most modern description.

Some of us may venture to regret this rapid transfor-
mation on purely selfish grounds of @sthetic pleasure.
Quebec was, a few years ago, one of the few remaining
spots where one could find something picturesque in life
and customs, something removed from the hopeless
monotony that more and more characterises modern life.
But, after all, the people of Quebec must be the best
judges of what is best for themselves. If they draw new
happiness from the added comforts and conveniences of
their modern homes, as inevitably they must, the most
ardent lover of the picturesque could not wish things
otherwise.

With the old life and the old conditions so rapidly
passing away, an added interest is lent to what we must
now seek only in the narratives of older writers. One
of the Canadian historians (Charles Roberts) gives the
following graphic picture of the social life of the French-
Canadian under the old 7égime :—

¢ During the early days of the colony the Aaeditants had
lived chiefly on bread and eels. Throughout the early
part of the eighteenth century they lived on salt meat,
milk, and bread for the greater part of the year. But in
winter fresh meat wasabundant. Travelling was pleasant,
and from Christmas to Ash Wednesday there was a
ceaseless round of visits. Half a dozen sleighs would
drive up to a /Jabitant’s cottage. A dozen of his friends
would jump out, stable their horses, and flock chattering
into the warm kitchen. The house-wife at this season
was always prepared for guests. She had meats of various
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kinds roasted and put away cold. All she had to do
was to thrust them into the hot oven, and in a few
minutes the dinner was ready. At such times bread was
despised by everybody, and sweet cakes took its place.
When the Zabitants, as on May-Day, were feasted by
their seigneur, the table was loaded with a profusion of
delicacies. Legs of veal and mutton, roasts and cutlets
of fresh pork, huge bowls of savoury stews, pies of many
kinds shaped like a half-moon, large tarts of jam, with
doughnuts fried in lard and rolled in maple sugar, were
among the favoured dishes. (These doughnuts, or ¢ro-
quignoles, are still a favourite cake in Quebec, and belong
especially to the Christmas season.) The Zabitant cared
little for the seigneur’s wines, because they did not, to
use his own expression, ‘“scratch the throat enough.”
Among the upper classes breakfast was a light meal,
with white wine and coffee, usually taken at eight o’clock.
Dinner was at midday, and supper at seven. Soup was
always served at both these meals. On the great side-
board, filled with silver and china,'which usually occupied
one end of the dining-room and reached to the ceiling,
stood cordials to encourage the appetite. In one corner
stood a water-jar of blue-and-white porcelain, at which
guests might rinse their hands before going to table.
The table was served with a great abundance of choice
fish and game. Each person’s place was supplied with
napkin, plate, silver goblet, spoon, and fork ; but every
one carried and used his own knife. Some of these
closed with a spring, and were carried in the pocket.
Others were worn in a sheath of morocco, of silk, or of
birch-bark quaintly wrought with Indian designs in beads
and porcupine quills, ‘This sheath was generally worn
hanging from the neck by an ornamental cord. The
habitants often used a clasp-knife with no spring, which
had to be kept open when in use by means of the thumb.
To use such a knife was a feat requiring some practice.

¢ Among the dishes specially favoured by the upper
classes was one of great size and richness, and of very
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elaborate construction, called the Easter pasty. This
pasty was eaten cold. Lest it should break in the cook-
ing, and so lose its flavour, the lower crust was an inch
in thickness. The contents were nothing less than a
turkey, two chickens, partridges, pigeons, and the thighs
of rabbits, larded with slices of pork, embedded in balls
of force-meat and onions, and seasoned with almost all
the spices of the pantry. With such a dish to set before
them it is no wonder that the Canadians of old enjoyed
their banquets. To keep up the cheer of hearts that
aids digestion, all the company sang in turn about
the table, the ladies bearing their full share with the
men. It was a happy and innocent life which sped
in the manor-houses of the St. Lawrence, where the in-
fluence of Bigot (the notorious /zfendant of New France)
and his crew was not allowed to reach. Though many
of the seigneurs were ruined at the conquest, and many
others left the country, those who remained kept up their
ancient customs long after the flag of France had ceased
to wave above Quebec; and some of these venerated
usages survive in the province to this day.’

The French-Canadian is essentially light-hearted. His
gaiety is perhaps not quite as exuberant as that of the
Parisian, but he enjoys life to the full, and tries to make
every one around him do likewise. He is kindhearted
(it is an unheard-of thing for a beggar to be turned away
empty) and most hospitable. The best that he has is
none too good for either friend or stranger who shares
his board. Discourtesy and rudeness, whether in the
city, the country, or even the far-off lumber camps, are
practically unknown in Quebec. They are utterly foreign
to the nature of the French-Canadian.

The women of Quebec are attractive and vivacious.
Kalm, the Swedish traveller, who spent some time in
Canada, about the middle of the eighteenth century,
found the women of Montreal handsome, well-bred and
virtuous, with an innocent and becoming freedom.
¢ They dress,’ he adds,  very fine on Sundays, and though
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on the other days they do not take much pains with the
other parts of their dress, yet they are very fond of adorn-
ing their heads, the hair of which is always curled and
powdered, and ornamented with glittering bodkins and
aigrettes. They are not averse to taking part in all the
business of housekeeping.” The latter qualification seems
to have specially appealed to the frugal mind of the old
Swedish philosopher. French-Canadian women, whether
on the farm or elsewhere, are known to be exquisite
cooks.

The tendency in Quebec is to marry early ; and those
statesmen and statisticians who from time to time bemoan
the increasing tendency of most of the highly-civilised ,
nations to evade the Scriptural injunction to bring up
children, would find much to delight their hearts in the
families of Quebec. Large families are the rule rather
than the exception. Fifteen is quite a usual family ; and
the writer has a vivid recollection of a photograph which
a friend had taken, a year or two ago, of a ‘Aabitant
family—father and mother and twenty-five children,
running down in pretty regular steps, from the eldest son,
aged somewhere about thirty, to the latest arrival, not
yet graduated from the cradle. There were, if I remember
rightly, two pairs of twins in the happy family.

The French-Canadian is fond of both music and
dancing, and throughout the long winter evenings, old-
fashioned cotillions or daznses rondes are popular. Waltzing
and other round dances are, however, frowned on by the
Church. The numerous feast-days of the Church are
kept with genuine enthusiasm, and are made the occasion
of much innocent amusement, after the religious duties
of the day have been attended to.

What appeals more than anything else to the tastes
and imagination of the %aeditant is, however, the tales of
the conteur. These story-tellers are found everywhere
in Quebec, and whether in the farm-houses, around the
smithy fire, or in the lumber camps, they are always
certain of a warm welcome. When a good confeur turns
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up, he is given the choicest corner by the fireplace, or
the softest log around the camp-fire. The tales are of
various kinds. Some are stock tales, like ¢ Tiens-bon-1a’
and ¢ L’histoire de mon petit défunt frére Louizon,” which
have been told by generations of French-Canadian coz-
teurs, and the roots of which run back to the common
stock of folk-tales. They are mostly fairy stories, in
which there is almost always a ¢jeune prince’ and a
¢ jeune princesse.’ A good conteur will keep his audience
spellbound for two hours without a pause, and there are
some stories that occupy two evenings in the telling.

Beside the more ambitious contes, the story-teller, who
is usually a hunter or lumberman, has an endless fund
of anecdotes, in which the imagination is given free play.
Fiction is inextricably mixed with fact, and exaggeration
of the most pronounced type rules over all. One of the
oddest qualities of these conteurs is a certain espriz-de-
corps, which makes it impossible for one story-teller to
discredit the tales of another, however incredible. It is
said of one Dalbec, who was a great hunter as well as
a famous contenr, that he and an equally celebrated rival
would draw a crowd of people about them on Sundays
after vespers, and tell their wonderful yarns with perfect
sobriety, neither questioning a word that the other might
say, but occasionally putting in a word of assent, such as
Cttait bien fait (‘ That was well done’), or Clest bien vrai
(‘ That is quite true’), and then going on himself to tell
something still more surprising.

This same Dalbec has become a sort of Canadian
Munchausen. His exploits have been told over and
over again by the confenrs, and have lost nothing in the
telling, especially in such capable hands.

Mr. Greenough, in a delightful little volume on
‘Canadian Folk-Life and Folk-Lore, has gathered
several of these Dalbec stories which he himself had
direct from a well-known confeur called Nazaire, and
translated from the vernacular,

‘There was once, said Nazaire, ‘a very famous
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hunter named Dalbec, who lived in the village of Ste
Anne. He had been hunting all day and was returning
home when he came to a little round lake, on the
opposite side of which he saw a fox. Just as he raised
his gun to fire, six ducks came sailing from under the
bushes nearer to him. He hesitated at which to shoot,
and decided to try his chances at both. Placing the
barrel of his long gun between two trees, he bent it into
a quarter of a circle, fired at the ducks, killed them all,
killed the fox also, and the bullet came back and broke
the leg of his dog that was standing by him.’

Dalbec on another occasion had been ploughing, and
at night, just as he was about to put his horses in the barn,
he heard a flock of wild geese in the air over his head.
¢ He went into the house and got his gun, but it was so
dark he could see nothing, Still hearing the noise he
fired in the direction from which it came. As no birds
fell he concluded that he had missed them, so he went
into the house, ate his supper and went to bed. In the
morning he was going for his horse again when just as
he was stepping out of door a goose fell at his feet. It
was one of those he had shot at, and it had been so high
up it had been all night in falling.’

And so the tales go on, each more fabulous than
the last.

Quebec is full, too, of legends, some of which have
grown out of the life of the country, but most are as old
as the hills.*

Dr. Louis Fréchette gives an interesting account of
one of these chasse-galerie stories in his ‘Christmas in
French-Canada.’ The origin of the ¢Zasse-galerie legend,
says Dr. Fréchette, can be traced to the Middle Ages.
In France and Germany they had what was called the
Black Huntsman. It was a fantastic coursing which

* M. Honoré Beaugrand, who was for many years well known
to Quebec journalism, has collected a number of these characteristic
legends and stories of Quebec, of the ckasse-galerie, etc., in several
handsome volumes.
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rode in the air, with wild clamour and desperate speed,
through the darkness of the night. In French-Canada,
by a curious phenomenon of mirage observed in some
circumstances, a mounted canoe was seen flying through
the air, and this was naturally substituted for the Black
Huntsman, who went also, in some provinces of France,
by the name of ¢ Ckasse-galerie! 1t was supposed that
the French-Canadian lumbermen—who, by the way, did
not always enjoy a very enviable reputation—managed
through some devilish process to travel in this way to
save fatigue and shorten the distance. *Fiddle Joe,
a well-known confenr, insisted that he had seen the
chasse-galerie, which he described thus :—

¢ It was something like a canoe, which travelled, rapidly
as an arrow, at about five hundred feet above the earth,
manned by a dozen reprobates in red shirts, paddling
like damnation, with Satan standing in the stern. We
could even hear them sing in chorus, with all sorts of
devilish voices: “ V1A I'bon vent! v I'joli vent!”’

The lup-garon is another favourite legend of French-
Canada : the Wekrwolf of Germany, adapted to Canadian
circumstances. In French-Canada a moral has been
added; the Jwp-garou here is not a sorcerer, but a
victim of irreligion. A man who has been seven years
without partaking of the Easter Sacrament falls a prey
to the infernal power, and may be condemned to rove
about every night in the shape and skin of a wolf, or any
other kind of animal, according to the nature of his sins.
A bloody wound only can release him.

The village life of the /Zabitant is by all odds the most
characteristic and picturesque in America. Going by
steamer between Quebec and Montreal, one passes scores
of French-Canadian villages, perched on the summit of
some point of land jutting out into the river, or half
hidden among the trees. The cottages are generally
built of wood, whitewashed outside and in. Sometimes
they are built of stone. Brick is rarely used for building
purposes in the country districts of Quebec. Chairs and
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tables are often of home manufacture, especially in the
remote districts. Sometimes the roofs of barns are
thatched, at least in the district around the City of
Quebec, a thing never seen in the English provinces.
Tile roofs are unknown. Tin is sometimes used, but
shingles generally prevail. One may wander through
many of these Canadian villages, and find no one who
speaks anything but French, unless it be perchance the
Curé of the parish. The Curé is the most important
personage in the village, and after him comes the notary ;
then the storekeeper and the physician. In the most
prominent situation stands the church, often quite an
imposing structure ; and beside it is the gresby#ére of the
Curé, a building of almost equally striking proportions.
Somewhere on the one long street will be found a modest
inn, and not far off a general store or shop, where the
simple needs of the parishioners are amply satisfied.
Homespun clothing is still worn in out-of-the-way villages,
but anywhere near the larger towns it has been super-
seded by ready-made or tailor-made clothing. The
French-Canadian of the lower classes is fond of bright
coloured clothing, in which he is markedly different from
his English-speaking compatriot, who shares the universal
Anglo-Saxon distaste for anything conspicuous in men’s
dress. The /Zabitant wears bright colours all the year
round, but particularly in winter; his égffe du pays or
homespun suit, bright sash, and fur cap, form one of the
few remaining picturesque features in a rapidly changing
scene. The animated scene presented by a French-
Canadian village in winter is vastly different from that
seen in rural Ontario, Nova Scotia, Manitoba, etc. The
prevailing colour in the English-speaking communities
is a dull, leaden grey. In Quebec, one finds a brightness
and variety of colouring which is in keeping with the
light-hearted temperament of the people. The Ontario
farmer takes life very seriously. He works hard all day,
reads his paper in the evening, and goes to bed early.
The farmer of Quebec is a very different being. He
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does not permit his daily task to sap all the brightness
out of his life. His evenings are given up to smoking,
gossip, dancing, games, or story-telling, according to his
age and temperament. He goes to bed about nine o’clock
and rises at fivee He reads his weekly newspaper
generally on Sunday after Mass. In fact he generally
gets his mail on Sunday.

To English and American visitors the picturesque and
romantic side of Quebec life is so prominent that it is
hardly realised how very important a place, industrially,
the French-speaking province holds in the Dominion.
Montreal is, of course, the commercial and industrial
metropolis of the province—as it is of the Dominion—
and in Montreal you will find great French firms wielding
an influence in the commercial world fully equal to that
of . their English-speaking compatriots. Here, also, as
in most commercial communities of comparatively long
standing, has grown up what may be called an aristocracy
of trade. Families like the Forgets—one of whom is a
Senator of the Dominion, and another the local ‘King
of Wall Street’—are known not merely throughout
Canada, but throughout the commercial world.

To fair-minded Canadians of every speech and political
faith, the loyalty of the French-Canadian is accepted as
a matter of course, There are, of course, in Canada, as
there are abroad, individuals who from ignorance or
interested motives have called this loyalty in question,
and even for a time succeeded in stirring up bitterness
of feeling between the French province and the English
provinces of the Dominion, but the better class of
Canadians have never given weight to these idle tales.*
The French-Canadian, it is true, is not boisterous in his
loyalty. He isnota Jingo. Heisnot even an Imperialist.

* On the occasion of Queen Victoria’s death, some of the most
eloquent tributes paid to her memory came from French-Canadians.
The writer recalls, particularly, the utterances at that sad time of
Archbishop Bruchesi of Montreal, of Chief Justice Sir Alexandre
Lacoste, and of Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
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He has a profound distrust of anything that seems to
him to tend toward militarism. But he is none the less
a true and loyal subject of his King and country. Professor
Goldwin Smith admirably summed up the matter recently
in these words :—*The French-Canadians have never since
they were allowed the rights for which, simultaneously
with British-Canadians, they contended against an arbitrary
government, given occasion for political umbrage. They
have always heartily. acquiesced in British institutions,
obeyed British laws, and been faithful to the British
government. To expect that they should renounce their
national character, their feeling for their mother country, ;
their language, their ancestral religion, or their popular
flag, would be absurd.’
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CHAPTER III
POLITICAL AND FUDICIAL SYSTEMS

ONE may search in vain through the history of civilised
nations for another case revealing such variety of political
and constitutional experience as has been found in Canada,
from the days of Champlain to the confederation of the
provinces of British North America. The gamut has run
from absolutely autocratic rule to a system which is in
the fullest sense a government by and for the people.

During the years of the French 7égime there can hardly
be said to have been any real political development.
The system was an offshoot of the autocratic monarchy
of the French kings. Neither representative nor party
government existed in New France. The Governor was
at first invested with absolute rule, which, latterly, he was
compelled to share with an Intendant, who was given
control of the financial affairs of the colony, and acted as
a check on the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor. A
Supreme Council was also created, in which the Church
and the great trading companies were represented. It
was a system under which the personality of the individual
was everything. If the Governor was a strong man, he
held the supreme control ; if the Intendant was the more
forceful character, he became the practical ruler of the
colony. Sometimes the government resolved itself into
a doubtful compromise, in which the interests of the
Governor, the Intendant, and the Supreme Council were
combined. In no case had the actual colonist a voice in
the administration of the colony.
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At the same time it need not be hastily assumed that
the administration of New France was entirely inimical
to the interests of the colonist. The colony had good
Governors and bad Governors, good Intendants and bad
Intendants. Some had at heart the best interests of the
settlements on the banks of the St. Lawrence; others
thought only of enriching themselves and their friends,
at the expense of the colony. Nor must we suppose that
the people of New France were a down-trodden race,
struggling against an unwelcome yoke. Neither the age
nor the traditions of the colonists were favourable to such
a measure of self-government as was conceded to the
provinces some time after the taking of Quebec.

With the surrender of Quebec and Montreal to England,
in 1759-1760, Canada took her first step in the direction
of political liberty, but the step was only a very tentative
one, and the colony had still to pass through a number of
intermediate stages before the full measure of self-govern-
ment was accomplished. For the first decade after the
conquest, the government was carried on by a Governor-
General, aided by an advisory Council, composed for the
most part of Englishmen, with a few French Huguenots
and Swiss. The French-Canadians were by no means
contented with the new administration ; but their legitimate
grievances were removed by the Quebec Act of 1774,
which gave the first constitution to the province. There
was still no representative feature in the government, but
the French-Canadians were given many of the privileges
they asked ; some of their leading men were given seats
in the Executive and Legislative Councils appointed by
the King, and they were confirmed in their civil and
religious liberties, even in the matter of tithes and the
seigneurial tenure. The criminal law of England was to
prevail throughout the colony, but the French-Canadians
were allowed to retain, and they still retain, their own
civil law—the Coutume de Paris. This body of French
law remains substantially as it was then, subject to such
modifications as have been found necessary from time to
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time to bring it into harmony with the requirements of a
new country and the conditions of modern life. It has
been consolidated in a code based on that of Napoleon,
and the rules of procedure have also been codified.
Towards the end of the eighteenth century, the im-
migration of some forty thousand United Empire Loyalists
from the revolted thirteen colonies into Upper Canada
and the Maritime Provinces brought the country to
another step on the political ladder. By the Constitutional
Act of 1791, the people were for the first time given
direct representation. The Act provided for a Governor-
General for Canada and a Lieutenant-Governor for that
portion of it known as Upper Canada, both appointed by
the Sovereign. In each province there was an executive
or advisory body, chosen by the Governor; a legislative
council, also chosen by the Governor; and an assembly
elected by the people in certain districts on a restricted
franchise. One cardinal principle of representative
government remained, however, to be granted. The
advisory or executive council was still appointed by the
Crown, instead of being responsible to the elected
assembly, and through them to the people at large.
Following the mission of Lord Durham and his famous
Report, Canada entered upon still another period of
constitutional development. By the Act of 1840, the
provinces of Upper and Lower Canada were united under
one government, and several other important changes
were accomplished ; but the vital consequence of the
Act was the final concession of the principle of the
responsibility of the Cabinet to Parliament. The
Canadian legislature was also given full control of
taxation, supply, and expenditure, in accordance with
British constitutional principles. Meanwhile, the Mari-
time Provinces had already attained to a similar measure
of self-government. The Act of 1840 was the last
important step in the political evolution of Canada, until
in 1867 the scattered colonies of British North America
were confederated in the Dominion of Canada, with an
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elaborate constitution, which has been described as a
mixture of British principles and practice with American
political methods and party ideals ; a system unique in
history—a federal monarchy in form, a crowned republic
in fact.*

The political history of the country has been divided,
by a Canadian historian, into five fairly distinct periods :—

1. The period of French rule, from 1608 to 1760, or
the period of absolute government.

2. The period of a Crown Colony from 1760 to 1791,
when representative and legislative institutions were
established.

3. The period from 1791 to 1840, when representative
institutions were slowly developing into responsible or
complete self-government.

4. The period from 1840 to 1864, during which
responsible government was enjoyed in the fullest sense
of the phrase, and the federal union was finally accom-
plished as the natural result of the extended liberties of
the people.

5. The period of confederation—the existing period—
in which the political system has been brought to a high
degree of perfection, one admirably adapted to the

* These are the men who, meeting at Quebec in 1864, as delegates
from their respective colonies, paved the way to Confederation and
to the Canadian Magna Charta, the B. N. A, Act. They are
commonly called ¢ The Fathers of Confederation’ :—Sir Etienne P.
Taché, Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir George E. Cartier, Hon. W.
McDougall, C.B., Hon. George Brown, Sir A. T. Galt, Sir
Alexander Campbell, Sir Oliver Mowat, Sir H. L. Langevin, Hon,
Thomas D’Arcy McGee, Hon. James Cockburn, Hon. J. C. Chapais,
Sir Charles Tupper, Hon. W. A. Henry, Hon, Jonathan McCully,
Sir A. G. Archibald, Hon. R. B. Dickey, Sir S. L. Tilley, Hon.
J. M. Johnson, Hon. Peter Mitchell, Hon. Charles Fisher, Hon.
E. B, Chandler, Hon. W. H. Steeves, Hon. J. H. Gray (P.E.L),
Hon. J. H. Grey (N.B.), Hon. E. Palmer, Hon. W. H. Pope,
Hon. George Coles, Hon. T. H. Haviland, Hon. Edward Whalen,
Hon. A. A. McDonald, Sir F. B. T. Carter, and Sir A. Shea. Sir
W. P. Howland and the Hon. J. W. Ritchie, who attended the

London Conference in 1866-67, which completed the terms of union,
are also called ¢ Fathers of Confederation,’
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circumstances of the country, and which on its own
merits will bear comparison with the system of any other
country. It provides a broader franchise than that of
England, and is more truly representative of the will of
the people than the political system of the United States,

By a special Act, passed in 1854, the seigneurial tenure -
of Lower Canada was abolished. This feudal system,
under which grants of land were made in New France to
various seigneurs, who in turn leased it to censitaires
under various restrictions, was established by Cardinal
Richelieu, with a lack of foresight which one hardly
expected to find in that great statesman. The conditions
were so obviously different in New France from those
which prevailed in the old land, that the system was
doomed to failure from the start. As a matter of fact,
the seigneurs, or many of them, made little or no effort
to carry out the intention of Richelieu, which was that
they should clear the land and take out settlers at their
own expense.*

Colonel Joseph Bouchette, once Surveyor-General of
Canada, gave an admirable description of the operation
of the feudal tenure in Canada :—* By the ancient custom
of Canada, he says, ‘lands were held immediately from
the king en fief or en roture, on condition of rendering
fealty and homage on accession to the seigneurial property,
and in the event of a transfer thereof by sale or otherwise,
except in hereditary succession, it was subject to the pay-
ment of a guint, or the fifth of the whole purchase-money,
and which if paid by the purchaser immediately entitled
him to the 7ebat, or a reduction of two-thirds of the guinz.
The tenanciers, or holders of land ez 7ofure, are subject
to some particular conditions, but they are not at all
burdensome. For instance, they pay a small annual rent,
usually between zs. 64. and s5s., and to this is added
some article of provision, such as a couple of fowls, a
goose, or a bushel of wheat, or something else of domestic

* Interesting data on this subject will be found in Judge Girouard’s
book, already referred to.
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consumption, and they are also bound to grind their corn
at the “moulin banal,” orlthe seigneur’s mill, where one-
fourteenth part of it is taken for his use as moulure (or
toll for grinding), to repair the highways and byroads
through their lands, and to make new ones, which when
opened must be surveyed and approved by the grand
voyer of the district, and established by proces verdal.
The seigneurs by the old laws were entitled to constitute
courts and preside as judges therein, in what was de-
nominated ‘Zaute, moyenne, et basse justice, which takes
cognisance of all crimes committed within their jurisdic-
tion except murder and treason. This privilege, however,
has lain dormant since the conquest.’

The seigneur also had a right to a twelfth part of the
purchase-money of every estate within his seigneury that
changed hands, called /ofs ef ventes. He possessed the
right of pre-emption at the highest bidden price within
forty days after the sale. He received tithes of all fish
caught within his domain, and possessed various other
privileges.

In 1853 a Royal Commission was appointed to pre-
pare a plan for the commutation of the rights of the
seigneurs. As a result of its recommendations, feudal
tenure in Canada came to an end, the tenant being
allowed to commute his rental on reasonable terms and
become actual proprietor, in fee simple, of his holdings.

Very few of the seigneuries now remain in the families
of the original grantees. One that has done so—the
Barony of Longueiiil—is of somewhat special interest.
This seigneury was first granted in 1657 to Charles Le
Moyne, senior, and in 1700 was made a feudal barony by
Louis XIV., in favour of Charles Le Moyne, son of the
original grantee, who became the first baron. A remark-
able provision of the patent, and one which led in the
next century to curious developments, was that the title
should descend through Charles Le Moyne’s heirs, male
or female. The third baron left no son, but a daughter,
who assumed the title of baroness. She married Captain
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David Alexander Grant, of the 84th Regiment, and their
son became the fourth baron. The last holder of the title
assumed it upon the death of his father in 1879. Up to
this time it had never been officially recognised by the
Imperial Government, but in 1880, after considerable
correspondence between the Colonial Office and the
Canadian Government, Her late Majesty Queen Victoria
was graciously pleased to recognise Charles Colmore
Grant as Baron de Longueiiil. The seventh baron died
in Florida, a few years ago, without issue, and was
succeeded by his brother.

The Canadian Magna Charta is what is known as the
British North American Act, 1867, which united the
provinces of Ontario and Quebec (then called Canada)
with New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and made pro-
vision for the entry of the other provinces, and of the
unorganised territories in the West. In 1870, the ex-
clusive rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company in those
territories were purchased by Canada, and from a portion
thereof was constituted the province of Manitoba. British
Columbia joined the Confederation in 1871, and Prince
Edward Island two years later. Subsequently the great
North-West was divided into the districts of Keewatin,
Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Athabaska. Kee-
watin became an appendage of Manitoba, or rather was
placed under the control of the Governor of Manitoba ;
and the other territories were combined under one
territorial government. Newfoundland, although she had
sent delegates to the Conference of 1864, which brought
about confederation, decided to remain outside the
Dominion, and despite some half-hearted efforts since,
she has not yet thought it desirable to throw in her lot
with her big neighbour. The Newfoundland election
of 1904, which resulted in an overwhelming victory for
the Bond Government, was significant in the fact that
the members of the Opposition who had ventured to advo-,
cate union with the Dominion were in nearly every case
beaten. The entry of Newfoundland into the Canadian
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Confederation is, therefore, hardly a possibility of the
near future.

The underlying principles of the Canadian constitution
are: ‘A federation with a central government exercising
general powers over all the members of the union, and
a number of local governments having the control and
management of certain matters naturally and conveniently
belonging to them, while each government is administered
in accordance with the British system of parliamentary
institutions.’

The government of the Dominion consists of four parts:
(1) the Governor-General, representing the Crown; (z)
the Privy Council, or Cabinet; (3) the Senate; and (4)
the House of Commons. The Governor-General is ap-
pointed by the King, and holds office nominally for five
years. He is the commander-in-chief of the naval and
military forces in Canada; he appoints the lieutenant-
governors and judges, and has authority to commute the
sentences of the courts; but in all these cases he follows
the advice of his responsible ministers.

The Cabinet or Executive consists of fourteen or fifteen
members, nearly all of whom are heads of departments
of the Civil Service. The ministers are in every case
members of either the House of Commons or Senate,
and are consequently responsible to the people, retaining
office only so long as they retain the confidence of the
people.

The Senate is not elective, but is made up of life
members appointed by the Governor-in-Council.* In

* The father of the Canadian Senate and Parliament is Hon.
David Wark, of Fredericton, N.B., who, on February 19th, 1904,
was one hundred years of age, and is consequently the oldest
legislator in the world. He has been over sixty-one years in public
life, and has taken an active part in nearly every important question
that has come before the Canadian Parliament. He is a strong
believer in the policy of free trade within the British Empire, He
still enjoys good health, and not only attended the last session of
Parliament, but took a lively interest in the deliberations of the
Senate. . The occurrence of his 1ooth birthday was taken advantage
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this respect it corresponds more closely to the House of
Lords, on which it was patterned, than to the American
Senate, which is elective.

The House of Commons is the direct representative
of the people. Its members are elected by what is
practically universal suffrage. They serve for a term of
five years, unless the House is dissolved in the meantime.
Each member, as well as each senator, must be a British
subject. Members of the House of Commons do not
now require any property qualification, but senators must
hold real estate to the value of $4000.*

Canadian legislatures, notably the House of Commons,
have listened in their day to men of genuine eloquence ;
men who as orators would compare favourably with the
most eloquent statesmen of other lands. The House of
Commons has had the somewhat unique experience of
listening to a debate in which an English leader held his
hearers spellbound on one side, and an orator of Quebec
replied brilliantly in French. The two Papineaus, the
Bedards, Vallieres de St. Real, A. N. Morin, L. H.
Lafontaine, Chauveau L. S. Morin, C. J. Laberge, Honore
Mercier, and last but by no means least, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, have upheld the French-Canadian gift of oratory
in debate. Robert Baldwin, M. S. Bidwell, John Rolph,
W. H. Draper (‘Sweet William’), R. J. Uniackl, Henry
Sherwood, Sir John Macdonald, George Brown, Thomas
D’Arcy McGee, J. H. Cameron, A. T. Galt, William
Macdougall (one of the best debaters that the Canadian

of by the members of the Senate and House of Commons to present
him with a portrait of himself, painted specially for the occasion.
The aged Senator was the recipient of congratulations from every
quarter of the Empire, including a cable message from His Majesty
the King.

* ¢There is,” says a well-known English journalist who has
recently visited Canada, ‘an informality and an openness about the
Canadian Parliament which is like the openness and spaciousness of
Canada itself. You are not in the constant presence of barriers,
and nowhere in Canada need a man feel that there are privileges
beyond his reach.’
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Parliament has ever known), L. A. Wilmot, L. S. Hunting-
ton, Joseph Howe, J. W. Johnston, Sir Charles Tupper,
Sir Oliver Mowat, Sir R. J. Cartwright, G. W. Ross,
Edward Blake, William Miller, George E. Foster, Charles
Fitzpatrick, William Paterson, Dalton McCarthy, J. W.
Longley, and R. L. Borden, the present leader of the
Opposition at Ottawa, are among English-speaking states-
men who have in their day discussed public questions in
the Canadian legislatures, with force, directness, and
genuine eloquence.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Hon. Mr. Foster are still in
the House of Commons, and perhaps two or three others
might be mentioned who possess some degree of eloquence
in debate; but for the most part the quality of the
speeches that one hears nowadays in that Chamber is
distinctly mediocre. There is nothing to compare with
the stirring appeals of Thomas D’Arcy McGee, which
used to carry old and hardened politicians completely
off their feet; nor is there anything comparable to the
brilliant sword play between Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his
famous antagonist, Sir John Macdonald ; or even to the
somewhat ponderous duels between Sir Charles Tupper
and Sir Richard Cartwright. One misses, too, the conflicts,
if they could be called conflicts, between Dr. Landerkin
and Nicholas Flood Davin. Dr. Landerkin delighted to
bait the brilliant and quick-witted Irishman, whose retort,
always delivered as quick as lightning, and sharp-pointed
with wit and satire, used to be the delight of the House.
However, we seem to have fallen upon more prosaic days,
here as in the Imperial House, and it is rare indeed that
one has an opportunity of listening to anything comparable
to the eloquence of Canadian orators of the past.

Quebec is the pivotal province, so far as representation
is concerned, its representation in the House of Commons
having been fixed by the constitution through the far-
sightedness of a famous French Canadian statesman, Sir
George Cartier, at sixty-five. The representation of the
other provinces bears the same proportion to their
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population, as ascertained at each decennial census, as
the number sixty-five bears to the population of Quebec
at the same date. The representation is readjusted after
each census, in order that the vital principle of repre-
sentation by population shall be clearly recognised. There
are at present 295 members and senators in the Dominion
Parliament, 214 members, including the new member for
the Yukon, and 81 senators. Under the new Redistribu-
tion Act, which came into effect at the general election of
1904, there is a considerable change in the representa-
tive strength of the several provinces. Ontario and
the Maritime Provinces lose several members, while the
West, which has been increasing rapidly in population,
gains correspondingly.

The Canadian union is, as its name implies, a federal
and not a legislative union. The interests of the country
at large are served by the Dominion Parliament, while
local interests are left to the management of the several
provincial legislatures. The central government at
Ottawa deals with the public debt, trade and commerce,
taxation, military and naval defence, criminal law, peni-
tentiaries, Indian affairs, the postal service, the census,
banking, quarantine and marine hospitals, sea coast and
inland fisheries, interprovincial and international ferries,
currency and coinage, beacons, buoys and lighthouses,
weights and measures, interest, bankruptcy, naturalisa-
tion, navigation and shipping, patents and copyrights,
and bills of exchange. The provinces retain the manage-
ment of direct taxation, provincial loans, public lands,
timber and minerals, prisons, hospitals, asylums and
charities, local public works, education, licences, property
and civil rights, and municipal institutions. The revenue
of the Dominion is derived mainly from customs and
excise duties; that of the provinces is obtained from
federal subsidies, timber and mining dues, fees and
licences, and direct taxation.

Both the American Republic and the Dominion are
constituted as a federal union, but there is a radical
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difference between the two systems. The sovereign
power in the Dominion rests in the central government ;
while in the United States the sovereign power remains
practically in the individual States. Under the Canadian
constitution ‘all matters not coming within the classes
of subjects assigned exclusively to the legislatures of the
provinces’ belong to the Federal Government; whereas
under the United States constitution all matters not
exclusively assigned, to the federal authority belong to
the individual States.

The administration of the Dominion Government is
carried on through a number-of departments, presided
over by Cabinet Ministers. The President of the Privy
Council has supervision of a small department which
looks after the routine work of the Cabinet. The control
of the North-West Mounted Police is also entrusted to
him, The Canadian Premier usually takes the Presidency
of the Council, the onerous duties of the Premiership
being found quite as much as one man can sustain,
without adding the administration of one of the heavxer
departments of the service.

The Minister of Justice and Attorney-General has
supervision of matters affecting the administration of
justice in Canada. The prerogative of mercy, or the
remission of sentences imposed by the courts, practically
rests with him, although it is vested in the Governor-
General in Council. The Minister of Justice is also
entrusted with the superintendence of the penitentiaries
of Canada and the control of the Dominion police.

The Minister of Finance is the Canadian Chancellor
of the Exchequer, and has charge of all matters affecting
the finances and expenditure of the Dominion, currency,
insurance, etc.

There are three Departments concerned in the regula-
tion of trade and commerce and the collection of the
national revenue: the Departments of Trade and Com-
merce, of Customs, and of Inland Revenue. The first
deals with the commercial affairs of the Dominion in
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their broader aspects—foreign trade, subsidies, Chinese
immigration, etc. The other two are charged with the
collection of customs and excise duties respectively.

The Department of Agriculture covers a multitude of
interests, many of which seem to hold little or no con-
nexion one with another; in fact, the Department of
Agriculture has the reputation of having been made the
dumping ground for odds and ends of federal business
which could not be conveniently handled in any of the
other departments. The Minister of Agriculture has
charge of agriculture, expenmental farms, 1mm1gratlon,
public health and quarantine, marine and immigrant
hospitals, the census, the statistical office, copyright and
patents, the Dominion archives, etc.

The Secretary of State holds one of the lightest depart-
ments in the Civil Service. His portfolio is, in fact,
rather a relic of the past than an office of practical utility.
He has charge of all correspondence of a general cha-
racter, as well as that between the Federal Government
and the provinces; he issues commissions, registers all
documents passed under the Great Seal, of which he is
also the custodian, and controls the Government Print-
ing Bureau.

The Department of Marine and Fisheries is charged, as
its name implies, with the sea-coast fisheries (the inland
fisheries having been transferred to the provinces by a
decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council),
the shipping interests of the country, lighthouses, buoys
and beacons, steamers and vessels belonging to the
Government, inspection of steamers, etc.

The Minister of Militia and Defence is responsible for
the administration of militia affairs, fortifications, armouries,
the military schools, the Royal Military College at Kings-
ton, rifle ranges, etc. His departmentis divided into two
sections : the civil and the military., The former is
presided over by the Minister's Deputy. Under the new
Militia Act and Regulations, which came into effect in
November, 1904, the office of Major-General Commanding
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the Militia is abolished, and is replaced by a Militia
Council, corresponding to the Army Council in England
(see chapter on the Militia).

The Minister of the Interior presides over several
important departments and branches of the State
service. The public lands of the Dominion are under
his control, and he has a large share in the regulation
and encouragement of immigration. Indian affairs are
dealt with in a separate department, under his charge.
He is the head of the Geological Survey, the Surveyor-
General’s branch, the astronomical branch, etc.

The Postmaster-General is charged with the direction
of the post-offices and postal service of Canada.* He is
also Minister of Labour, a department established a year
or two ago to look after the interests of labour throughout
the Dominion,and to act as a species of permanent board of
arbitration for the conflicting interests of capital and labour.

The Ministers of Public Works and of Railways and
Canals are charged respectively with the construction,
maintenance and repair of public buildings, wharves, etc.,
and the national railways and canals of Canada. The
construction of that portion of the new transcontinental
railway from Moncton to Winnipeg is under the control
of a special Commission appointed by the Government.

There are several members of the Cabinet who do
not hold portfolios; and one member of the Govern-
ment who does not possess a seat in the Cabinet—the
Solicitor-General. For several years the Ministers of
Customs and Inland Revenue—then called Controllers—
were also classed as Ministers not of the Cabinet, but
they have since been raised to full Cabinet rank. The
Dominion Government is represented in London by a
High Commissioner, an office created in 1880, and which
has been successively filled by the late Sir Alexander

* One cannot avoid mentioning in this connexion the conspicuous
success with which the present Postmaster-General, Sir William
Mulock, has administered his department, and which has earned
for him the title of ¢The Man who Did.’

38



Canadian Life

Galt, Sir Charles Tupper, and Lord Strathcona, the present
occupant. The duties discharged by this official are
many and various, and have always been ably and
faithfully discharged, and never more so than by Lord
Strathcona, whose good offices and munificent hospitality
so many Canadians have shared and profited by.

Each of the provinces of the Dominion has practically
complete control of its own internal affairs, The local
government consists of a lieutenant-governor, appointed
by the Governor-General in Council—in other words, by
the federal administration ; an executive council, respon-
sible to the legislature; a legislative assembly, elected
by the people ; and in two provinces, Quebec and Nova
Scotia, a legislative council — corresponding to the
Dominion Senate—appointed by the Crown in right of
the respective provinces. In Prince Edward Island the
case is somewhat different. In 1893, the legislative
council was abolished and merged in the assembly. The
fifteen constituencies now return each a councillor, elected
on a special real estate qualification, and a member elected
on the general provincial franchise. Both members and
councillors sit in the same chamber, and have the same
powers and privileges.

The legislative assemblies of the provinces, as well as
the Dominion House of Commons, are elected on a very
liberal franchise — manhood suffrage in most of the
provinces, and in the others a property qualification so
slight as to amount practically to manhood suffrage.
Whatever the experience may be in other lands, man-
hood suffrage has been found to be admirably adapted
to Canada, where the percentage of illiteracy is small,
and public questions are discussed in the Press and at
public meetings, and are also understood, even in the
most remote districts.

The number of members of the legislative assemblies
varies from ninety-four to thirty in Prince Edward Island.
They do not require any property qualification, but must be
British born or naturalised subjects of the King, and male
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dtizens of the age of twenty-one years. They are paida
sessional indemnity varying from $8oo in Quebec to $160
in Prince Edward Island. The members of the Dominion
House of Commons and Senate receive $1500 for each
session.

The question of the salaries paid in Canada to Cabinet
Ministers, Lieutenant-Governors, and Judges has been
much discussed of late. Salaries which were reasonably
adequate at Confederation, nearly forty years ago, are
utterly inadequate now. It has especially been urged
that the Premier, who only receives $g9ooo a year, should
be given a salary more in keeping with the dignity and
importance of his high office. It is also urged that
Parliament should vote an annual remuneration for the
leader of the Opposition, whose arduous duties inevitably
affect prejudicially his private income. Such a step was
actually taken, some years ago, by the Ontario Legislature,
in favour of the then leader of the Opposition in that
Chamber (the present Chief Justice Sir W. R. Meredith),
who, however, declined its acceptance.®

The Dominion and provincial laws providing for the
independence of the legislatures are strictly enforced, as
are also the statutes against bribery and corruption, which
are generally a reproduction of the Imperial statutes. All
cases of disputed elections are tried by the judges, a
system which has been found to work admirably.

The executive councils of the provinces consist of from
five to eight members, including an Attorney-General,
Provincial Secretary, Treasurer (who is the provincial
Minister of Finance), and a Commissioner of Public
Works, In some of the provinces there is also a Com-
missioner of Agriculture, and in others a Minister of
Education. In Nova Scotia and British Columbia, where
the mines and minerals are specially valuable, a separate
department is entrusted with their control.

The power of disallowance is one of the most delicate

"‘6 Vide Morgan'’s ¢ Canadian Men and Women of the Time,’ 1898,
p. 625.
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functions of government, and has to be exercised with
great discretion. The constitution gives the Imperisl
Government the right to disallow or reject an Act of the
Dominion Parliament at variance with the geneml
interests of the Empire; and similarly the Canadizn
Government is vested with authority to disallow any Act
of the provmmal legislatures which may conflict with the
general interests of Canada or of the Empire. Previcus
to 1876 the Imperial Government could disallow any Act
of a provincial legislature in British North America, but
at Confederation this power was vested in the Dominion
Government. The right of disallowance has seldom been
exercised by the Imperial Government, and only very
occasionally by the Dominion Government.* A case in
point was the disallowance a few years ago, by the
Ottawa Government, of a British Columbia Act directed
against Asiatic immigration. This measure was so
sweeping in its terms that it excluded Japanese as well as
Chinese immigrants, and on Imperial grounds it was at
once disallowed by the Dominion Government.

By the Act of Confederation it was provided that the
Federal Government should:pay to each of the provinces
an annual subsidy or money grant from the Dominion
Treasury, to assist in the maintenance of the provincial
Governments. These subsidies, of course, vary with the
different provinces, Ontario and Quebec receiving over a
million dollars annually, and the other provinces in pro-
portion. The total amount paid out in this way by the
Dominion Government is about five million dollars.
These subsidies form the chief source of provincial
revenue, and are added to by various forms of land and
timber dues, royalties on coal, iron ore, etc., licences, fees,
and direct taxation, such as taxes levied on banks, com-
mercial corporations, etc., and succession duties. Ontario
raises a large revenue from land and timber dues ; Quebec

*Since Confederation there have been altogether about ninety
disallowances of Provincial Acts, of which considerably over half
were Manitoba and British Columbia Acts.
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does almost equally well in these departments; Nova
Scotia and British Columbia depend chiefly upon the sale
of mineral lands, and royalties upon coal and other
minerals raised at the mine.

With the exception of Manitoba and the North-West
Territories, where they remain under the control of the
Dominion Government, the public lands of Canada are
vested in the provinces. British Columbia, on entering
Confederation, retained its public lands with the exception
of what is called the ¢ railway belt,” which was conveyed
to the Dominion for the construction of the Canadian
Pacific railway. Since the abolition of the seigneurial
tenure in Quebec, the holding and conveyance of land in
Canada have been brought to that degree of simplicity
which is most consistent with the conditions of a new
country. The conveyance of land in the Dominion is
entirely free from the encumbrances and restrictions that
still hold good in England.

As has been elsewhere indicated, Canada enjoyed little
or no measure of self-government until after the surrender
of the colony to England, and if this was the case as
regards the general administration of the country, it
applied still more to municipal government. ~Asa matter
of fact, municipal institutions only came very gradually
under British rule in Canada. Ontario, or Upper Canada,
was the first to see the manifest advantages of placing
purely local affairs in the hands of local authorities. By
the Act of 1841, which united Upper and Lower Canada,
municipal control was extended to both provinces. Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick held aloof for some time, and
it was not until some time after Confederation that
municipal institutions were introduced in these Maritime
Provinces. In Prince Edward Island municipal affairs
are still to a large extent managed by the legislature of
the province, although the two towns of Charlottetown
and Summerside have special Acts of Incorporation giving
them elected mayors and councils, with the right of
taxation for municipal purposes.
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Although municipal institutions were practically un-
known under French rule, history mentions one isolated
example, though a very short-lived one. When Frontenac
was Governor of New France he applied himself energeti-
cally to the task of improving the administration of Quebec,
then the chief town in the colony. He planned a muni-
cipal government consisting of three aldermen, the senior
of whom was to be mayor. They were to be elected by
the people. One was to retire annually, and his place
filled by a new election, the Governor reserving the right
to approve or veto the election. Frontenac also framed
regulations for the administration of Quebec, in conjunc-
tion with a number of representative citizens. When the
matter came before the French Colonial Minister, how-
ever, he severely condemned the project, and it was never
again taken up until Quebec had become the capital of a
British colony. The public roads, however, were under
the control of grand woyers, appointed by the Governor,
who exercised control until the establishment of municipal
corporations in 1841.

The Confederation Act gave each province the control
of municipal institutions within its borders, and, with the
single exception of Prince Edward Island, the provinces
now possess satisfactory municipal systems, providing for
the local management of local affairs. The governing
body in every case is the council, whether it be a city
council or a county council, or a village, parish, town, or
township council. The presiding officer of city and town
councils is the mayor ; in county councils he is called the
warden ; and in village or township councils he is known
as the reeve in Ontario, and the mayor in Quebec. In
all the provinces but Quebec the members of the re-
spective councils—aldermen or councillors—are elected
annually, In Quebec a councillor remains in office for
three years, subject, however, to the condition that two
councillors must be elected or appointed two years con-
secutively, and three every three years. The mayors of
cities are in nearly all cases elected annually by a general
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vote of the people. The aldermen are sometimes elected
by the ratepayers under the ward system, three aldermen
being elected for each ward ; and sometimes by a general
vote. The ward system was borrowed from the United
States, and became very popular in Canada, but the
method of electing aldermen by a general vote of the
whole city is growing in favour, especially in Ontario,
where it is found to bring a better class of men into
municipal politics, and to make for better and more eco-
nomical administration. It does away with the vicious
principle, inherent in the ward system, of an alderman
agreeing to support a project in another ward, good or
bad, in consideration of receiving support for some
matter affecting his own ward: in very vulgar terms,
* You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours.’

In municipal elections, both electors and candidates
must be British subjects. Voting is by ballot in all the
provinces except Quebec. Widows and unmarried women,
rated on the assessment roll, can vote in Ontario; in
Manitoba and British Columbia all women who are taxed
in their own right can vote.

The municipal councils have power to deal with all
matters coming within their proper jurisdiction, such as
waterworks, schools, exhibitions, cemeteries, gas and
water companies, planting and preservation of trees,
places of amusement, parks, bathing-houses, public
morals, sewage and drainage, public libraries, charities,
etc. In certain special cases, such as municipal aid to
railways, street-lighting plants, or waterworks, a vote of
the ratepayers and property-holders must be taken. The
byelaw is first prepared, and then submitted to the people
for approval, under the Referendum system of Switzerland.

Canada thus has a complete system of self-government,
from the humble village council up to the federal parlia-
ment—a System which, while not entirely faultless, has
proved itself well adapted to the peculiar circumstances
of the country.

As the political system of Canada shows a complete
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chain of government, from the local municipal councillor
up through all the stages of county, provincial, and federal
administration, to the British Sovereign, so the same
graduated principle will be found in the judicial system
of the country. Stipendiary or police magistrates, jus-
tices of the peace, and records’ courts in Quebec deal
with the less important judicial business, such as the
recovery of small debts and also certain classes of
criminal cases. Above these come the county courts,
which are vested with larger powers in civil and criminal
cases. The judges in these courts are appointed, paid,
and removed by the Dominion Government. The circuit
courts of the province of Quebec fill somewhat the same
position as the county courts in the other provinces.
Then above these inferior courts are the high courts of
justice, holding unlimited jurisdiction in all civil and
criminal cases. In the early days of British rule in
Canada these courts, following the English practice, were
known as the Courts of King’s Bench, Common Pleas,
and Chancery, but these have now been practically
abolished, and the same court can try and determine any
case of law or equity that comes before it, law and equity
having been merged. In Prince Edward Island, how-
ever, the Chancery Court is still in existence as a separate
tribunal, though much simplified in its procedure.

The Probate Courts in the Maritime Provinces, and
the Surrogate Courts in Ontario and Manitoba, deal with
all testamentary matters and causes, subject to the re-
vision of the superior courts.

Special courts are provided for the trial of controverted
elections, the jurisdiction in such cases being vested in
the judges of the superior courts, one of whom sits in
provincial cases, and two in the case of controverted or
disputed elections for the Dominion House.

Divorce Courts exist in the provinces of Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island, and in
British Columbia the superior court of the province claims
the same jurisdiction. Cases of divorce arising in the other
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provinces are dealt with by the Dominion Senate, which
has a special committee and special rules on the subject.
It is, however, subject to the ratification of the House of
Commons and the sanction of the Governor-General, and
forms the subject-matter of a Bill.

All the provinces possess Supreme Courts of Appeal.
Appeals lie from the inferior high courts to the high
courts of justice, and thence to the Courts of Appeal.
From the judgments of these highest provincial courts,
some cases may be taken to the Supreme Court of Canada,
and finally to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
in England—the highest court of appeal in the British
Empire. In all these appeals to higher courts, certain
restrictions and limitations are provided, to avoid un-
necessary and inappropriate litigation. The Supreme
Court of Canada, which sits at Ottawa, consists of a chief
justice and five puisne judges, two of whom must be
appointed from Quebec. Besides the many appeal cases
that come before this court from the various provinces,
it is a court of review for controverted election cases,
and also deals with important questions of Dominion or
provincial legislation, referred to them by the Governor-
General in Council, or by certain public departments,
or the Senate, or House of Commons.

The only other federal court is the Exchequer Court
of Canada, which deals with cases in which patents, land
expropriation, and the interests of the Crown are involved.
This court, which is composed of one judge, has also
conferred upon it the powers of an Admiralty Court, to
hear and determine claims arising out of navigation,
shipping, etc., in Canadian waters, inland as well as
coastal. The Admiralty jurisdiction is divided into
several districts, where justice may be administered by
local assistant judges, when the judge in Exchequer
cannot conveniently attend.

The present Duke of Argyll, upon the conclusion of his
term as Governor-General of Canada, paid this striking
tribute to the political system of the country—
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¢A judicature above suspicion; self-governing com-
munities entrusting to a strong central Government all
national interests ; the toleration of all faiths, with favour
to none; a franchise recognising the rights of labour, by
exclusion only of the idler ; the maintenance of a Govern-
ment not privileged to exist for any fixed term, but ever
susceptible to the change of public opinion, and ever
open, through a responsible Ministry, to the scrutiny of
the people—these are the features of your rising power.’
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CHAPTER IV
TRADE AND COMMERCE

CANADA, within her comparatively brief existence, has
tried almost every fiscal experiment known to the civilised
world. In the early days, under the French 7égime, the
colony groaned under the iron rule of successive monopo-
lies. It was strictly forbidden to trade with the neigh-
bouring New England colonies; Montreal was even
denied for a time the right to trade directly with France,
but must get all her supplies through Quebec; foreign
goods when found in the country were publicly burned ;
vessels engaged in foreign trade were treated like pirates,
and confiscated along with their cargoes.

The French official attitude was expressed by Mont-
calm, in one of his letters. ‘Let us beware,’ he wrote,
‘how we allow the establishment of manufactures in
Canada ; she would become proud and mutinous like the
English. . . . So long as France is a nursery to Canada,
let not the Canadians be allowed to trade, but kept to
their wandering, laborious life with the savages, and to
their military exercises.’

There spoke the military commander, but his policy
was too arbitrary even for New France. To barter is
inherent in human nature, savage or civilised, and men
will do it whether their leaders approve or not.

When Canada was ceded to England, the old system
of restricted trade and burdensome taxes gave place to
a policy of greater freedom; but still Canadians were
prohibited from carrying on any foreign trade. The
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Navigation Laws confined the outside trade of Canada
to the mother country and the thirteen colonies. Thus
there existed, in the first half of the last century, just
such an inter-imperial preferential policy as is now being
advocated in England. Canada gave a preference in her
markets, such as they were, to the products of the mother
country, and Great Britain encouraged the trade of the
colonies by means of substantial reductions in her tariff,
wherever colonial products came into competition with
those of foreign countries. Canada’s trade with the
mother country steadily grew, but fell to pieces with the
abolition of the Corn Laws. It is a remarkable tribute
to the patriotism of the Canadians of those days that, in
spite of the widespread ruin to Canadian industries that
followed upon the establishment of free trade in England,
the agitation for antiexation to the United States, which
was watched with indifference, if not approval, by the
British Government of the day, found comparatively few
supporters throughout the Canadian provinces.

From 1855 to 1866 a Reciprocity Treaty was in force
between Canada and the United States, under the opera-
tion of which Canadian trade and industries once more
revived. The treaty was abrogated by the Republic, but
the effect was this time by no means so disastrous as the
change in the British fiscal system had been twenty years
previously. Canadians were now becoming self-reliant,
and in many respects this throwing of them upon their
own resources was the best possible thing that could have
happened to the young country. One of the attendant
results was the confederation of the scattered colonies,
with their often antagonistic interests and hostile tariffs,
into one homogeneous Dominion, possessing all the
elements of national strength and character.

The “new nationality,” as Canada came to be regarded,
driven out of the markets of the United States, turned
elsewhere for customers for her surplus products; to the
mother country, to Germany, France, and other European
countries, and to the various British colonies; and her
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quest was not in vain. The politicians of the United
States, who had confidently expected that Canada could
not live without their markets, and must inevitably seek
annexation to their country,* were grievously disap-
pointed at this state of things. In place of a weak
colony, they found a strong, self-governing community,
which, with its boundless natural resources, and the
energy, industry, and resourcefulness of its people, must
within a comparatively short time become a serious com-
petitor of the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>