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PREFACE 

"Know Thyself." 

Plutarch's translation of the Greek motto 
inscribed upon the Delphic Oracle. 

Changes in international boundaries in Europe, due to 
racial problems, are of vital concern to Canada, since so large 
a proportion of the Canadian population has originated in dis­
turbed areas, and has crossed the Atlantic to escape from the 
effects of changes in past years. It seems, therefore, only right 
that Canadians should make themselves familiar with the 
countries from which they have come and the reasons why their 
forebears have taken up Canadian citizenship. They should 
examine the progress being made in the amalgamation of their 
own and other racial groups in the new democracy of the 
Dominion. The old Greek motto of "Know Thyself" was 
never so a propos as it is today. "Make it thy business to know 
thyself, which is the most difficult business in the world" wrote 
Cervantes in Don Quixote. 

While in the first instance many of the settlers in this 
country have crossed the Atlantic as exiles seeking sanctuary 
from social or political distress, they have found their sanctu­
ary in Canada not merely a temporary refuge but a home, and 
in that new home they have acquired a feeling of solidarity 
which without doubt is moulding a new nation. As is indi­
cated by the quotation heading the chapter on "Germany and 
Canada," the Canadians of German descent are turning their 
eyes not to Berlin but to Ottawa for political guidance and 
leadership. But each racial group has brought with it some 
qualities which are worth-while contributions to Canadian cul­
ture-as for instance the national proverb of the Czechs "Not 
by might but by the spirit shall ye conquer." 

The War of 1812, the defence of the frontier against 
Fenian raids in 1866, the Great \Var of 1914-1918, all served 
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as unifying forces cementing different racial elements of the 
population, and this supports the belief that in any world-con­
flict Canadians of every racial origin and creed will stand to­
gether. In the pages of this volume the reader will find the 
general acceptance of Canadian citizenship made by each racial 
group and the desire to contribute to the building up of this 
new northern nation. 

The pact concluded between the four great powers, France, 
England, Germany and Italy, to revise the boundaries of 
Czechoslovakia, will inevitably result in migration of dis­
possessed citizens of that Republic to other countries, and judg­
ing by past experience, Canada will receive a quota of such as 
are considered suitable settlers. The chapter dealing with the 
Czechoslovaks indicates the contribution made to Canada by 
previous settlers from this racial group, and may well serve to 
guide public opinion as to the welcome they should receive. 

In studying the character of any people, we should 
consider first the physical background, the kind of country 
in which that people lives-whether forested or open country, 
whether mountainous or level, whether any or much of it is 
lake or river country, whether its climate is temperate or 
subject to great heat or cold, whether it lends itself to grain 
or fruit farming, so that it can grow sufficient food, whether 
it is served by roads, waterways or railways providing easy 
communication between its different areas. With a basis of 
such knowledge, it becomes easier to understand the social 
qualities of this people, since human beings are so much the 
creatures of their environment. 

As for the social and political conditions, we should ask 
ourselves-how did the people get there?-are their neigh­
bours friendly?-have they been troubled much by wars with 
other peoples or by civil wars?-what are their religious be­
liefs?-are they a home-loving people, or are they restless 
and inclined to be on the move?-are the women expected to 
do hard manual labour? - do they have large families? -
what sort of schools do they have?-are they music lovers? 
-what are their sports?--do they like to work together, or 
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are they inclined to act and get things for themselves?­
are they the kind of people who do just what they are told? 
--or do they like to criticise and think the world should be 
reformed? 

If you can give the answer to these questions, you have 
at least made a start. But, even then, you have only an out­
sider's view of your people-a casual or superficial acquaint­
ance. 

To know a people, you must know its history and origins, 
just as to know an individual person requires knowledge of 
his parents, his upbringing and his career, as well as the house 
he lives in and his surroundings. 

That is why, if we are to understand the Canadian people, 
we must know more than just the geography and scenery of 
Canada, and the customs and habits of the Canadians. We 
must also study their racial origins. 

This we are fortunately able to do, because the Canadian 
people have not lived long enough together to be set in their 
ways. They are made up of European racial groups, the 
members of which are only beginning to get acquainted with 
each other, and have not yet been blended into one type. 
Possibly, in another two hundred years, Canadians may be 
fused together and standardized so that you can recognize 
them anywhere in a crowd. But, even then, the writers of the 
future will understand them better if they know what they 
were like when Canada was younger. 

The Canadian race of the future is being superimposed 
on the original native Indian races and is being made up of 
over thirty European racial groups, each of which has its 
own history, customs and traditions. Some politicians want 
to see these merged as quickly as possible into one standard 
type, just as our neighbours in the United States are hurrying 
to make every citizen a 100 per cent. American. Others believe 
in trying to preserve for the future Canadian race the most 
worthwhile qualities and traditions that each racial group has 
brought with it. 
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While there is still time, let us make a survey of these 
racial groups,--see where they came from, what relationship, 
if any, they had with each other in Europe, what culture 
they enjoyed and how much of that culture they have been 
able to bring with them. 

In the Administrative Report of the Dominion Statistician 
prefacing the Canadian Census of 1931, an outline is given 
of the plan according to which the racial origins have been 
decided, and from this the following are extracts:-

"The term 'origin', as used by the census, has a combined biological, 
cultural and geographical significance. It suggests whence our people 
come and the implied biological strain and cultural background; fol­
lowing popular usage, the terms, 'English stock', 'French stock', 
'Italian stock', etc., arc employed to describe the sum total of the 
biological and cultural characteristics which distinguish such groups 
from others. 
"In tracing origin in the case of those of European descent, the line is 
through the father. By applying this rule rigorously, those of mixed 
family origin are (by the law of large numbers) resolved with a fair 
degree of accuracy into their constituent elements. 
"The language spoken by the people of a country has a distinct bear­
ing upon its problems of nationality and assimilation. With the 
exception of religion, no individual right or heritage is more highly 
prized or more jealously guarded. In Canada, French as well as 
English has been an official language from the earliest times. By mother 
tongue is meant the language commonly spoken in the home; in the 
case of immigrants it is usually the language spoken before coming 
to Canada. 

"Finally, the census requires each person to state what is the religious 
denomination or community to which he or she adheres or belongs, 
which he or she favours." 

The Canadian people today presents itself as a decorated 
surface, bright with inlays of separate coloured pieces, not 
painted in colours blended with brush on palette. The 
original background in which the inlays are set is still visible, 
but these inlays cover more space than that background, and 
so the ensemble may truly be called a mosaic. 

The use of the word "mosaic" in connection with the Cana­
dian people was used for the first time, so far as I know, by 
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an American writer, Victoria Hayward, who used to come 
every summer to Canada with her friend, Edith Watson, to 
write about and photograph the country folk, both in the East 
and in the West. These two collaborated on a book, pub­
lished in 1922, and this is how Victoria Hayward introduces 
the word:-

"The New Canadians, representing many lands and widely separated 
sections of Old Europe, have contributed to the Prairie Provinces a 
variety in the way of Church architecture. Cupolas and domes dis­
tinctly Eastern, almost Turkish, startle one above the tops of Manitoba 
maples or the bush of the river banks. These architectural figures of 
the landscape, apart altogether from their religious si,itnificance, are 
centres where, crossing the threshold on Sundays, one- has an oppor­
tunity of hearing Swedish music or the rich, deep chanting of the 
Russian responses; and of viewing at close hand the artistry that goes 
to make up the interior appointments of these churches transplanted 
from the E.ut to the West. Here, too, silhouetted against the sky, is 
the little separate bell-tower and perhaps the three-barred Cross of the 
Eastern Christian Church. Here and there in the corner of a wheat­
field, at the cross-section of a Prairie highway, one sees, as in Quebec, 
the tall, uplifted Crucifix set up. It is indeed a mosaic of vast dimen­
sions and great breadth, essayed of the Prairie." 

' -Victoria Hayward in "Romantic Canada." (Macmillan & Company.) 

The second writer to use the simile of "mosaic" was 
Kate A. Foster (Mrs. Percival Foster of Toronto) who made 
an extensive survey of the foreign-born, or "New Canadians," 
as they were coming to be called, for the Dominion Council 
of the Y.W.C.A., and this was published under the title of 
"Our Canadian Mosaic" in I 926. It is an excellent survey, 
running to 150 pages, and must have proved of great value 
for the purpose for which it was intended, namely, a manual 
of information for social workers. I did not know of this 
publication till I had almost completed my own book, and 
offered to change my title, as she had priority. However, Mrs. 
Foster and the Dominion Council of the Y.W.C.A. generously 
agreed to let it stand, considering that the figures in this 1926 
survey were in many cases out of date, and there was no 
immediate intention of reprinting it. 
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My own book is an elaboration of the talks incidental to 
a series of ten musical radio programs which I organized and 
delivered early in 1938 over the transcontinental network of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 

Ever since first I came to Canada thirty years ago, I have 
been intrigued by the variety of racial types. On the day 
of my first arrival, I saw a member of the Dominion Cabinet, 
the Hon. Jacques Bureau, on a Government tugboat at 
Quebec, serving ginger ale in his shirtsleeves to a party of 
newspaper men, and singing the French-Canadian folksong 
"En roulant ma boule roulant", and I imagined the kind of 
letter that some English Colonel would write from his Club 
to the London Times if a British Cabinet Minister were to 
have done anything of the kind. Ten years after the Ar­
mistice, Sir Edward Beatty, Chairman and President of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, authorized me to organize a series 
of folksong, folkdance and handicraft festivals, starting with 
Quebec and going west to Winnipeg, Regina and Calgary, 
for the New Canadians of the Western prairies; then some 
Scottish Music Festivals and Highland Games at Banff, as 
well as a Sea Music Festival at Vancouver, and a Christmas 
Music Festival at Victoria, B.C. These gave me the oppor­
tunity of getting to know more about the talent in music and 
handicraft brought to Canada by the Europeans, and also con­
vinced me that in music these racial groups found contacts 
which helped greatly in making them understand each other, 
and in creating good will for themselves among Canadians 
of British stock. 

When, therefore, Mr. Leonard W. Brockington, the 
Chairman, and Major Gladstone Murray, the General Man­
ager, of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, both asked 
me to suggest an idea for their network, it seemed to me that 
a series of programs which would illustrate the contribution 
of music brought by the different European Continental 
groups to Canada could convey a message and an opportunity 
of mutual understanding to a large audience of listeners scat-
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tered from Coast to Coast over the nine Provinces of Canada. 
The music identified with these European races is of two 

kinds, ( 1 ) the folksong and folkdance tunes of the people; 
(2) composed instrumental music or art song. As for the songs, 
the language sung should be the language most widely under­
stood, and the Census lists proved that language to be English, 
most of the Continental immigrants having learned to speak 
English rather than French. Since English words had to be 
found, I undertook to write new words on Canadian themes 
adapted to the spirit of the music and fitting into the general 
idea of the accompanying talk. This was perhaps a bold 
innovation, but it worked, judging by the response from a 
very large number of listeners. Among those listeners were 
the partners of the publishing firm which asked me to elaborate 
these talks into a book. 

For various reasons, it was decided to confine this survey 
to the European racial groups in Canada (including those that 
have come by way of the United States). 

In order to avoid making this volume too bulky, the 
national melodies to which so many of the lyrics printed were 
written have also been omitted. Most of these, however, are 
being published in musical albums or in separate sheet form 
by Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., of Toronto, under the general 
title of Northland Songs. 

Patriotic Canadians have lamented the drain of population 
into the United States, but such movements are governed by 
economic laws which Nature has established for the health 
of mankind. Just as a human body can digest only the 
amount of food that it needs, so there is a limit to the immi­
gration that a country can absorb. The intervals between meals 
enable the body to digest what has been eaten, and the intervals 
between the waves of immigration have enabled Canada to 
assimilate its new citizens. The health of a country should 
not be measured by the size of its population. During the 
depression following the financial crisis of 1932, there were 
nearly twice as many Americans in receipt of relief as there 
were inhabitants of Canada. Those who have the ambition 
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to live only in a country with a large population had better 
go to China. 

No Province in Canada has shown more stable prosperity 
than the Province of Quebec, and yet we find in the Census 
of the United States for 1930, the foreign white stock includes 
1, l 06, 159 from French Canada, or nearly half as many as 
remained in the Province of Quebec (2,290, 169). The turn 
of the political wheel is shown in the fact that 743,219 of 
these French-Canadians are in New England, the one-time 
Puritan Colony which at the time of the Declaration of Inde­
pendence considered the French as in league with the Pope 
and the Devil. In the same Census we find listed in the 
Foreign White Stock of the United States: 

From England -----------·-··---·-···· ······----···- . . 
From Scotland --····---·--·········-···· 
From Wales 
From Northern Ireland 
From Irish Free State __ 

Total from British hies 

2,522,261 
899,59' 
236,6f' 
695,999 

3,086,522 

7,Hl,04-0 

as compared to 5 ,381,071 of the same racial stocks that are 
shown in the Canadian Census for 1931. All these British 
and Irish in the United States might have come to Canada, 
but could we have absorbed them at the time when they entered 
the United States? Some are coming now, with the proviso 
that they intend to farm and have sufficient capital to tide 
them over, and the lists show over four thousand returning 
Canadians for the years 1931-36, but the) are coming only 
to occupations where they can be readily absorbed. 

The large proportion of British stock in the United States, 
supplemented by the small though substantial quota of French­
Canadians, adds to the probability of continued good feeling 
between the two peoples of North America. 

The temporary embargo on immigration resulting from 
the depression of 1932-37 gave breathing space in which 
Canada could absorb and assimilate the post-war immigrants. 
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Now there are indications that Canada is ready for more, 
although this time it will be under some plan of judicious 
selection. 

The revival of the demand for "self-determination" by 
racial groups along the Danube Valley, together with the pres­
sure of the Great Powers adjoining, cannot but result in dis­
location of the peoples concerned, to whom the stories of the 
freedom enjoyed and the success achieved by relatives who 
have settled in Canada must prove a strong incentive to cross 
the Atlantic. 

Thirty years ago, the name given to the Continental Euro­
pean immigrant into Canada was "foreign born." With the 
great increase of families born in Canada to parents of 
European stock, this title is, in many cases, misleading. A 
haF "Y solution seems to have been found by the Winnipeg 
Tri, ~ne in the title "Today's Canadians", and with that title 
in mi~d, I have made the survey which follows. 

The plan I have adopted is to trace the history of each 
racial group from its original home in Europe, accentuating 
those incidents that show relationships between such races in 
Europe prl!vious to their coming to Canada. The history has 
been documented so far as possible with quotations from con­
temporary records. These records in recent Canadian history 
may consist of newspaper items, which the reporter wrote 
without in the least thinking that he was writing history. In 
the same way a piece of stone or enamel may eventually pro­
vide an interesting note of colour in a mosaic. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

EUROPE, UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

"They call it America. Each of the couples after the common 
inuoiutions and euolutions, successively whirls round in a circle, till 
all arc in motion; and the dance seems intended to show how emigra­
tion c.uchcs till a whole neighbourhood is set afloat." 

-From Boswell's "Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides." 

T HE Man of the Old Stone Age had grown to be more 
or less like ourselves, at least in outward appearance, 
about twenty-five thousand years ago, so that our sur­

vey may as well begin with him. People who write learned 
books about him call him the Cro-Magnon Man or Cro-Mag­
nard, and an attractive reconstruction of his head and face has 
been modelled by a sculptor, J. H. McGregor. He looks very 
much like a Stoney Indian, and whenever I meet one particular 
Stoney Chief at the time of the Indian Days at Banff, I think 
of this Cro-Magnard and feel tempted to say "Hello, old 
man, here we are again!" 

The skull and skeleton of the Cro-Magnard, however, 
differ so much from that of the American Indian that this is 
merely a facial resemblance. There are experts who are pre­
pared to argue that the Basques of the borderland between 
France and Spain may be direct descendants of the Cro-Mag­
nards, and if they are right, this provides a link with Canada, 
for Basque fishermen plied their calling off the Coast of 
Nova Scotia before there was any settlement of the Acadian 
French there. The Acadian French differed from the French 
Canadians of the St. Lawrence by having Bretons and Basques 
among them. Marc Lescarbot, who spent a year at Port 
Royal in 1606, mentions "four ships of Baskques or men of 
Saint John de Luz, that did truck with the savages" at Camp­
seau Port, on the South-west coast of Nova Scotia, 

"where a good old man of Saint John de Luz, ailed Captain Savalet, 
received us with all the kindness in the world-This got'.ld honest :nan 

I 
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told us that the same voyage was the 4-2nd voyage that he had made 
into these parts--He was marvelously pleased with his fishing-He 
paid wages to 16 men, and his vessel was of 80 tons, which would 
carry I 00,000 dry fishes." 

-From the translation by P. Erondelle. 

So far the scientific experts who have been digging up the 
Cro-Magnards do not seem to have found enough of them to 
be able to divide them up into races, although some Museums 
are now showing a good many specimens of their art, depicting 
the animals they played with and fought with and hunted and 
sometimes ate. 

The next stage in our survey is to take the later white­
skinned Europeans known as Caucasians, and classify them by 
their size, the shape of their heads, faces and noses, and the 
colour of their hair and eyes. This has given us the division 
into three classes: 

(I) Nordic-tall, long-headed with narrow skull, long face and 
narrow nose inclined to be acquiline; with fair hair and blue eyes. 

(2) Mediterranean-medium sized and slender, long skull'd and 
narrow faced; nose inclined to be broad; with dark brown or 
black hair and dark eyes. 

(3) Alpine-medium sized and stocky, with round skull, broad face 
and nose rather broad and heavy; chestnut hair and hazel grey 
eyes. 

We do not know the colour of hair or eyes of the Cro-Mag­
nard, but we do know he was tall, and comes nearest to the 
Nordic type, except that his face was broad. 

We still have not brought our survey down to the Euro­
pean races as we know them in history and in our own time, 
for the three classifications above named are familiar mostly 
to scientists or to the Naz.is, whose plan is to make all Germans 
Nordic. This plan is not so easy to carry out, since at least 
fifty per cent. of the known Germans were born Alpines. 

A Race is defined in the Encyclopaedia Britannica ( 11 th 
Edition) as "a tribe, breed or group of individuals descended 
from a common ancestor," but this seems hardly sufficient. 
The other day I was shown a photograph of one thousand 
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eight hundred and thirty-four Canadians of the name of 
Snider, Snyder or Schneider, all of whom were descended 
from a certain Christian Schneider, who had arrived in 
Waterloo County, Ontario, a hundred and three years before. 
These come within the definition of the Encyclopaedia, but 
they can hardly be called a Race. 

In the Census Monograph No. 4, entitled "Racial Origins 
and Nativity of the Canadian People" (Ottawa, 1937), it is 
stated that: 

"In a strictly biological sense, the term 'race' signifies a sub-group of 
the human species by ties of physical kinship .... 
"Most modern national groups are composed of widely varying 
racial strains. The English type, if such exists in the biological sense, 
is the product of the commingling of perhaps half a dozen primitive 
stocks. The same applies to the French, Italian and indeed to any 
European group. Whether these peoples, during the past thousand 
years, have evol\'ed biological types which could appropriately be 
termed 'races' is a matter for debate .... 
"The significant fact is this ••. the combined biological and cultural 
effect on Canada of the infiltration of a group of English is clearly 
different from that produced by a similar number of, say, Ukrainians." 

One worth-while definition of Man is that he is an animal 
that uses tools. The tools he uses to get along with his fellow­
men are chiefly language, customs, costumes, art and music. 
If people live long enough together, say five hundred years, 
in family groups that intermarry, and if they use the same 
kind of such tools, they begin to become recognizable as a 
Race. 

The racial spirit seems to be held together best among 
the common people by a common mother tongue, by folk 
songs and dances, folklore and folk arts (such as spinning, 
weaving and embroidery). Religion is sometimes a cementing 
and sometimes a disturbing element. 

The nationalist movements among subject races in Europe, 
for instance, in the Ukraine, in Poland, among the Czechs 
and Slovaks, among the Hungarians and Finns, have all been 
marked by a demand for the use of the mother tongue in 
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schools and in their books. Europe has over 60 languages, 
of which 24 with their dialects are still spoken by twenty 
thousand or more people in Canada. 

CHIEF EUROPEAN LANGUAGES STILL SPOKEN IN CANADA: 

Teutonic-

Romance--

Hellenic-

English 
(Scots dialect) 

German 
Dutch 
Flemish 
Swedish 
Norwegian 
Danish 
Icelandic 

French 
Italian 
Roumanian 

Greek 

Celtic-

Slav-

Ugro-Altaic-

Semitic-

Gaelic 
Welsh 

Russian 
Ukrainian 
Polish 
Serbo-Croatian 
Czech 
Slovak 
Lithuanian 

Hungarian 
Finnish 

Yiddish 

The language test for a race is, however, complicated in 
the case of nations that are bi-lingual, or tri-lingual, such as 
the Swiss, who have the three languages of French, German 
and Italian. There are thirty thousand Scots in Canada whose 
mother tongue is Gaelic, not English. A number of the Finns 
in Canada speak Swedish as their mother tongue. When a 
group of Welsh settlers who had formed a Colony in Patagonia 
decided to pull up stakes and seek fortune again in Canada, 
arriving in Saskatchewan in 1899, the children could speak 
only Spanish. Of the 25,585 Belgians who were in Canada 
in 1931, there were 16,500 who spoke Flemish as their mother 
tongue, and 6, 900 whose mother tongue was French. 

The Belgians who have formed one united group for 
noarly five hundred years come of two stocks, Flemish and 
Walloon, and recognize two official languages, Flemish and 
French, most of the Walloons speaking French, although in 
the district round Liege there are still many who speak Wal­
loon in their homes. 
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In France itself, according to the Canadian historian, 
Benjamin Suite (Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 
Section II, 1905), eight languages were current as late as the 
year 1860, namely: 

French - spoken by 
Proven~al- spoken by 

German - spoken by 
Celtic - spoken by 
Italian - spoken by 

Flemish - spoken by 
Basque - spoken by 
Catalan - spoken by 

19,000,000 in Northern and Central Provinces. 
14-,000,000 in Provence-Languedoc and South. 

I, 100,000 in Alsace-Lorraine. 
1,070,000 in Brittany. 

200,000 in Savoie. 
200,000 in Flanders-Artois. 

I 00,000 in Gascogne. 

100,000 in Roussillon. 

It is fortunate for mutual understanding in Canada that 
the French-Canadian population was drawn almost entirely 
from the French-speaking provinces of France-namely, Nor­
mandy, Picardy, Isle de France, Maine, Anjou, Orleanais, 
Touraine, Poitou, Annis and Saintonge-the Norman element 
providing the great majority. (See map on p. 21, Chapter II). 

In the domain of religion, while bloody civil wars have 
been fought on account of religious beliefs, a common religious 
faith in certain races has acted as a cement. The survival of 
the French-Canadians as a distinct racial group in Canada is 
undoubtedly due largely to the Roman Catholic faith, to which 
the vast majority of them belong. So, too, the Flemish and 
Walloons of Belgium, although speaking a different mother 
tongue, have remained one race through their common ad­
herence to the Roman Catholic Church. 

Yet the complications created by religious beliefs in ana-
1 yzing racial groups is evidenced by inter-marriages. The 
Roman Catholic Church insists that the children of a mixed 
marriage. shall be brought up as Roman Catholics. Thus the 
eighteen children of Bandmaster Frederic Glackemeyer, the 
Protestant Brunswicker who came to Quebec in 1776, became 
Roman Catholics, as indeed did Glackmeyer himself before 
he died-because the two French-Canadians whom he married 
were Roman Catholic. 
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The folk-arts provide identification of races through their 
native costumes, which in turn serve as invitation to the dance, 
and the folkdance is so often tied up with folksong. If our 
scholars gave as much study to comparative folkmusic as they 
do to comparative philology, we should live in a wiser world. 

When we examine closely the exodus of races from Europe 
to North America, we find it is a backwash following the inter­
racial invasions and religious feuds of the Middle Ages. 

Here we may start our survey with the incoming of the 
Slavs from Asia into the Balkan Peninsula from the third to 
the sixth century. Their original home in Asia is hinted at 
in folklore, such as the Serbian legend about the nightingale. 

"The small-leafed Sweet Basil complains, 'Silent dew, why fallest 
thou not on me?' 'For two mornings,' answers the dew, 'I fell on 
thee; this morning I amused myself by watching a great marvel. A 
vila {a mountain spirit) quarrelled with an eagle over yonder moun­
tain. Said the vila, 'The mountain is mine.' 'No.' said the eagle, 
'it is mine.' The vila broke the eagle':S wing, and the young eaglets 
moaned bitterly, for great was their peril. Then a swallow com­
forted them: 'Make no moan, young eaglets. l will carry you to the 
land of Ind, where the amaranth grows up to the horses' knees, where 
the clover reaches their shoulders, where the sun never sets'.'' 
-From "The Study of Folksongs", by the Countess Martinengo­

Cesaresco (J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd.). 

By the seventh century the Slavs held the upper hand even 
in the mountainous districts of the Balkans, and in the eighth 
century were overflowing eastward into the Ukraine and north­
east into Great Russia. 

Then at the end of the ninth century the Magyars (Hun­
garians) swarmed into the Valley of the Danube from Asia, 
and though they crushed the Moravians, they were held back 
by those other Alpine Slavs, the Czechs. In the I Oth and 
11 th centuries the Nordic Norsemen were on the rampage, 
and by the l 2th century those of them who had become Nor­
man in France and then had overrun England had made 
London the largest French-speaking city in Europe. In that 
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same l 2th century, the Ukraine was at its peak of prosperity 
and culture, only to be overcome in the next century by the 
Mongol army of Genghis Khan. Then another swarm of 
Mongol Tartars overran and retired from Poland and the now 
Hungarian plains. In the fifteenth and first half of the six­
teenth century, the mongrel but militant race of Ottoman 
Turks, bound together by a common language, occupied the 
Valley of the Danube as far West as the gates of Vienna. 

Christianity seemed to produce more wars and persecutions 
than peace. Slaughters followed the territorial ambition of 
the Holy Roman Empire, the fanaticism of the Crusades and 
the uprisings of the Reformation, in which the teachings of 
John Wycliffe (1320-1384), John Huss (1393-1415), Martin 
Luther (1485-1546) and John Calvin (1509-1564) inspired 
the Protestant forces to challenge the traditions of Rome. 
Boundaries changed, kingdoms rose and were disrupted, mas­
sacres were mingled with Holy Wars, yet, somehow, through 
all the turmoil, the separate races survived. 

And now the scene shifts to the Western Continent. The 
exodus to North America, starting in the seventeenth century, 
was inspired largely by the desire of harassed Europeans to 
find religious freedom in the New \Vorld. 

The Pilgrim Fathers were followed by Puritans and Pro­
testants of various sects and races-Quakers, German, Dutch 
and Swiss Mennonites, Tunkers, Pietist Schwenkfelders, :vlem­
bers of the Reformed and Lutheran Churches, French Hugue­
nots, etc. Some of them had been persecuted for centuries, 
but not by Roman Catholics alone. Mennonites, Tunkers and 
Schwenkf elders all refused to take oaths or bear arms at a time 
when Europe was an armed camp. In Germany the Men­
nonites had been persecuted by Lutherans and by those of the 
Reformed Faith, and in Switzerland by the Calvinists. The 
Schwenkfelders from Silesia had also been persecuted by 
Protestants as well as Catholics. Germans flocked over to 
America in such numbers that the Provisional Council of 
Pennsylvania had to declare at Philadelphia:-
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"As these People pretended at first that they fly hither on the Score 
of their religious Liberties, and come under the Protection of His 
Majesty, it is requisite in the first Place they should take the Oath of 
Allegiance, or some equivalent to it to His Majesty, and promise 
Fidelity to the Proprietor and Obedience to an established Constitu­
tion." 

The Huguenots for a time had thought that they would 
be allowed by France to colonize the St. Lawrence. In 1622 
the trade of New France (Canada) was conferred on two of 
their faith, William and Emery de Caen, who manned their 
ships for Quebec with Huguenot sailors. According to the 
Catholic priests of Quebec, the sailors "roared their heretical 
psalmody with such vigour from their ships in the river that 
the unhallowed strains polluted the ears of the Indians on 
shore." Eventually the Viceroy had to yield to protests and 
Emery de Caen-

"was ordered thenceforth to prohibit his crews from all praying and 
psalm-singing on the river St. Lawrence. The crews revolted, and a 
compromise was made. It was agreed that for the present they might 
pray but not sing." 

-From "The Pioneers of France in the New World," by Francis 
Parkman. 

Within a few years, the Huguenots were absolutely barred 
by France from Canada, and had to escape from the dragoons 
of Louis XIV by removing to Switzerland, Germany, Holland, 
England or the American Colonies. 

A large percentage of the emigration from the British Isles 
to North America in the seventeenth and early eighteenth cen­
tury consisted of Ulster-Scot Presbyterians who were dissatis­
fied with the domination of the Anglican Church established 
by the English Government in those Northern Counties of 
Ireland which they themselves had colonized. Conservative 
historians have estimated that at the time of the Declaration 
of Independence ( 1776) one-fifth or 410,000 of the 2, l 00,000 
white population of the Thirteen Colonies were of Scottish 
ongm. In Pennsylvania they comprised no less than one-
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third of the population, another third being of German stock. 
Here are the figures for the Scots:-

Pensylvania _________ ) 00,000 

Virginia --------- 75,000 
North Carolina ------- 65,000 
South Carolina ------------ 45,000 
Maryland ---·--· 30,000 

New England 25,000 
New York . ------- __ 25,00U 

New Jersey ---------- 2 5 ,OOO 
Delaware ___ -------·--··-- I 0,000 
Georgia ----------·---·- I 0,000 

The French-speaking population of Canada at this time did 
not exceed 80,000, so that the Scots alone had contributed to 
the American Colonies five times the population contributed 
to Canada by France. 

Few of these Ulster Scots, or Scotch-Irish as they liked 
to be called, shared in the exodus of United Empire Loyalists 
who decided to settle in new homes in Canada under the British 
flag. They had come to America to get away from the Eng­
lish, and they saw no reason why they should put their necks 
into the noose again in Canada. The exodus consisted mostly 
of families of English origin, who, as a matter of fact, could 
be most easily spared, since the Anglo-Americans numbered 
over a million of the population. These Loyalists of English 
stock were mostly American born-the increase in the Anglo­
American population during the past fifty years having been 
due rather to large families than to immigration. These Eng­
lish Loyalists were supplemented by a considerable number of 
naturalized Germans and Swiss opposed to military service; 
also by a sprinkling of Catholic Scots, with whom the Puritan 
New Englanders and Presbyterian Scotch-Irish were not 
popular. 

Human nature is such that some of those who had emi­
grated to America to secure religious freedom became them­
selves bigoted oppressors. In an address to the Edinburgh 
Philosophical Institution in November, 1911, Whitelaw Reid, 
the American Ambassador to Great Britain of that day, said:-

"The Puritan did not seek a new world to establish liberty of con­
science-far from it. He only sought a world where he could impose 
his own conscience on everybody else-The Puritans drove Roger 
Williams out, because he was a Baptist. They tried Quakers for 
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heresy, b11reJ holes in thei r tongues w ith hot irons, and if after this 
any confiding Quaker trusted himscl r again to the liberal institu­
tions of the Colony (Mamchusem) they hung him. They tried old 
women for witchcraft and hung them. As late as 1692 Cotton Mather 
himself rode from Boston to Salem to witness the hanging of another 
minister, George Burroughs, for the crime of not believing in witch­
craft, and according to most authorities, not only approved, but 
actively encouraged the atrocity." 

Rhode Island was founded by colonists from Massachusetts 
desiring to escape from such tyranny. Benjamin Franklin pre­
ferred Philadelphia to Boston for the same reason. Quakers 
fled from Virginia to North Carolina to escape from the 
oppression of the Anglican Church, and quite a number of the 
Anglicans came North to Canada to escape from the Presby­
terian revengefulness of the Scotch-Irish. Apart from Pennsyl­
vania, which still maintained a comparatively open door to free­
dom of thought, the American Colony allowing most religious 
liberty appears to have been Maryland, founded by Lord 
Baltimore, a Catholic nobleman. Under the Toleration Act 
of 1649, passed by the Maryland Assembly, fines and public 
whippings were prescribed for those who spoke reproachfully 
of the Virgin Mary or any of the several Sects - Puritans, 
Presbyterians, Independents, Catholics, Jesuits, Lutherans, 
Calvinists, Anabaptists, Brownists, Antinomians, Barrowists, 
Roundheads or Separatists. The members of this last sect were 
reputed to have chanted as they sailed from England "Fare­
well, Babylon! Farewell, Rome!" 

The coming of the United Empire Loyalists made possible 
the Canada that we know. Previous to their arrival, Nova 
Scotia had a population of only 14,000, of whom 2,000 were 
German. The addition of 35,000 Loyalists in 1783-84 from 
south of the line, made it necessary to create out of the old 
Nova Scotia a new Province of New Brunswick, to take care 
of 10,000 of these in the Valley of the Saint John River. 

Upper Canada (now Ontario), on the north bank of the 
St. Lawrence, received another fifteen thousand, of whom 
perhaps half were virtually deported from their old homes, 
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and the other half came as "Late Loyalists" when they heard 
that the land up north was good. Great Britain at that time 
was too deeply involved in conflict with France to encourage 
any direct emigration from the British Isles, but the Lieutenant­
Governor, Colonel Simcoe, held out the hand of welcome to 
any who cared to come out of the Republic to "Good King 
George's Government." 

Lord Rosebery, who moved the vote of thanks to Mr. 
Whitelaw Reid at the meeting in Edinburgh already referred 
to, expressed an opinion which is now generally accepted:-

"Some of the success of the Revolution was due to a motive not en­
tirely connected with the liberty of the subject in the United States, 
or entirely with the excellence of the various State Constitutions, 
but with a fixed and rooted animosity against the reigning dynasty in 
England, which assisted very considerably the force of arms directed 
against our troops in that great war." 

In addition to the migration of United Empire Loyalists 
to Nova Scotia and Upper Canada, there was a later and 
smaller movement from New England to the Eastern Town­
ships in Southern Quebec. The Puritans of Cotton Mather's 
day had become more human as time went on, and though it 
was the Boston Tea Party that started the trouble with the 
American Colonies, there were quite a number, particularly in 
Vermont, who became dissatisfied with the new Republic and 
moved up North of the international boundary. When :'v1adi­
son decided on the \Var of 1812, many of the New England 
militamen refused to sign up for service-they had too many 
relatives in Canada to think of this as anything else than a 
civil war. The main attack, therefore, was made on Upper 
Canada. 

After the Treaty of Ghent was ratified in 1815, friendship 
returned. Giving up the idea of grabbing Canada, the Ameri­
cans pushed westward over the Alleghanies into the plains. 
Writing in 1817, an English traveller said: 

"The old America seems to be breaking up and moving westward. We 
are seldom out of sight, as we travel on this grand track towads the 
Ohio, of family groups behind and before us." 
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There were plenty of immigrants to fill the vacant places, for 
Europe filled the westbound ships with refugees from political 
and industrial revolutions, on the top of which came the potato 
famine in Ireland. Canada also received its quota of immi­
grants, but a number of those landing at Quebec were really 
on their way to the United States, where the development was 
much more rapid, and wages were higher. 

Lord Durham in his celebrated Report, issued in January, 
1839, drew a rather unflattering comparison between the two 
countries, his remarks being almost an incentive to Canadians 
to cross the border:-

"On the American side all is activity and bustle. The forest has been 
widely cleared; every year numerous settlements arc formed, and 
thousands of farms arc created out of the waste; the country is inter­
sected by common roads; canals and railroads arc finished, or in the 
course of formation; the ways of communication and transport are 
crowded with people, and enlivened by numerous carriages and large 
steam-boats. The observer is surprised at the number of harbours on 
the lakes, and the number of vessels they contain; while bridges, 
artificial landing-places, and commodious wharfs arc formed in all 
directions as soon as required. Good houses, warehouses, mills, inns, 
villages, towns, and even great cities, arc almost seen to spring up out 
of the desert. Every village has its schoolhouse and place of public 
worship. Every town has many of both, with its township buildings, 
its book stores, and probably one or two banks and newspapers; and the 
cities, with their fine churches, their great hotels, their exchanges, 
court-houses, and municipal halls, of stone or marble, so new and 
fresh as to mark the recent existence of the forest where they 
now stand, would be admired in any part of the Old World. On 
the British side of the line, with the exception of a few favoured 
spots, where some approach to American prosperity is apparent, all 
seems waste and desolate. There is but one railroad in all British 
America, and that, running between the St. Lawrence and Lake Cham­
plain, is only l S miles long. The ancient city of Montreal, which 
is naturally the commercial capital of the Canadas, will not bear the 
least comparison, in any respect, with Buffalo, which is a creation of 
yesterday. But it is not in the difference between the larger towns 

on the two sides that we shall find the best evidence of our own in­
feriority. That painful but undeniable truth is most manifest in 
the country districts through which the line of national separation 
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passes for 1,000 miles. There, on the side of both the Canadas, and 
also of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, a widely scattered popula­
tion, poor, and apparently unenterprising, though hardy and indus­
trious, separated from each other by tracts of intervening forest, with­
out towns and markets, almost without roads, living in mean houses, 
drawing little more than a rude subsistence from ill-cultivated land, 
and seemingly incapable of improving their condition, present the most 
instructive contrast to their enterprising and thriving neighbours on the 
American side. I was assured that in the Eastern Townships of Lower 
Canada, bordering upon the line, it is a common practice for settlers, 
when they wish to meet, to enter the State of Vermont, and make use 
of the roads there for the purpose of reaching their destination in the 
British Province." 

I J 

This unflattering contrast, however, must have been over­
drawn, for Charles Dickens, who did not travel, as Lord 
Durham did, with a staff of twenty-two, but sauntered in 
and out among the people, seeing things for himself, concluded 
his account of a visit to the United States and Canada in 1842 
with a very different picture:-

"But Canada has held, and always will retain, a foremost place in my 

remembrance. Few Englishmen are prepared to find it what it is. 

Advancing quietly; old differences settling down, and being fast for­

gotten; public feeling and private enterprise alike in a sound and 

wholesome state; nothing of flush or fever in its system, but health 

and vigour throbbing in its steady pulse: it is full of hope and promise. 
To me--who had been accustomed to think of it as something left 

behind in the strides of advancing society, as something neglected and 

forgotten, slumbering and wasting in its sleep - the demand for 

labour and the rates of wages; the busy quays of Montreal; the vessels 

taking in their cargoes, and discharging them; the amount of shipping 
in the different ports; the commerce, roads, and public works, all made 

to last; the respectability and character of the public journals; and 
the amount of rational comfort and happiness which honest industry 

may earn: were very great surprises. The steamboats on the lakes, in 

their conveniences, cleanliness, and safety; in the gentlemanly charac­

ter and bearing of their captains; and in the politeness and perfect 

comfort of their eocial regulations; arc unsurpassed even by the 

famous Scotch vessels, deservedly so much esteemed at home." 

-From "American Notes" by Charles Dickens. 
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Fortunately, Canada was considered in Great Britain as a 
natural outlet for the surplus population of England, for dis­
banded soldiers, for agricultural labourers and small farmers, 
for the unemployed in cities and parishes. One English bishop, 
giving evidence before a Select Committee on Emigration in 
I 826, said: 

"Emigration is what bleeding would be to an apoplectic patient." 

Until I 832, English parish authorities under the Poor Law 
could level up the wages of labourers with money derived from 
rates. Whereupon landlords found it paid them to clear their 
estates of all likely to seek relief, eject surplus tennants and 
raze their houses to the ground. Small farmers emigrated in 
large numbers to Canada to avoid the burden of taxation. 

'William Lyon Mackenzie describes a visit he paid to an 
emigrant ship on its arrival at Quebec in I 832 :-

"The passengers were in number 254, all in the hold or steerage, all 
English, from about Bristol, Bath., Frome, Warminster, Maiden 
Bradley, etc. I went below, and truly it was a curious sight. About 
200 human beings, male and female, young and old and middle aged; 
talking, singing, laughing, crying, eating, drinking, shaving, washing . 
. . . Here a grave matron chanting selections from the last edition of 
the last new hymn book, there a brawny ploughman pouring forth the 
sweetest melody of 'Robin Adair.' These settlers were poor, but in 
general they were fine looking people, and such as I am glad to see 
come to America." 

-From "Sketches of Canada and the United States," 
published 1833). 

\Vhile Canada received many emigrants from Ireland, a 
much larger number went to the United States. The first 
census of the foreign born made:: by the Federal Government 
was in I 850 and showed 1",000,000 Irish out of a total of 
2,380,000, increasing to 1,500,000 when the second census was 
taken in 1860. There was a corresponding Rood of German 
immigration into the United States folJowing the democratic 
uprisings of the +O's. Between 184 7 and 1860 over a million 
German immigrants were added to the American population. 
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The opening of the American West for settlement attracted 
many young Canadians, particularly from Ontario, and the 
discovery of gold in California added to the trek across the 
border. The terminus of the Grand Trunk Railway was at 
Chicago, and the immigrants from Europe who had chosen 
the St. Lawrence gateway for their travel to Iowa, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and points further west, suggested to 
many Canadians the thought that there was more money to 
be earned across the line. Many went and a few came back, 
such as Henry Beatty, the father of Sir Edward Beatty. 

The American Civil \Var to some extent complicated the 
relations between Canada and the United States. Great Britain's 
political associations were with the South, whereas the Cana­
dians as a whole were strongly in favor of the North, and 
many actually enlisted in the Northern Armies. Agitators 
from the South of Ireland stirred up an anti-Canadian feeling 
in the United States, resulting in the Fenian Raids of 1866 
and I 870, which, however, the Government at \Vashington 
discountenanced and prevented so far as possible. 

The great railway and industrial development of the 
United States, following the close of the Civil \Var, attracted 
an ever-growing immigration from Europe, particularly as it 
coincided with the social unrest resulting from the Freedom 
of the Serfs and from great European wars. \Vhile most of 
the migration to North America was directed in the first place 
to the United States, there followed an overflow into the 
Canadian West, fostered particularly by the Canadian-born 
J. J. Hill, who operated steamers on the Red River in associa­
tion with the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad, which he developed 
into the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railroad, the 
nucleus of the Great Northern. The :'v1ennonites fleeing from 
Russia in the early seventies went partly to the vVestern States 
and partly to Southern :\1anitoba. Canada received the larger 
number because the Canadian Government was willing to grant 
freedom from military service. 

The contract for construction of the prairie section of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was allotted to a St. Paul, Min-
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nesota, firm, which recruited a large proportion of its labour 
from the United States, and incidentally advertised Western 
Canada. The immigration from the United States to Canada 
in the decade 1881-1890 numbered 526,974, and as the total 
population of Canada in 1891 was only 4,833,239, the Ameri­
can colour added to the Canadian Mosaic was noticeable. There 
was, of course, a counter-movement in the other direction, and 
all of the immigrants from the United States did not stay, but 
those who went for land were mostly satisfied to make new 
homes. The decade 1 891-1900 was a period of depression 
in Canada, and the migration from the United States dropped 
to less than a hundred thousand, but the British kept coming, 
and there was also the beginning of the later heavy influx 
direct from Europe. 

During the last fifty years of the l 9th Century, the migra­
tion of Canadians into the United States can best be gauged 
by the Census figures: 

Canadian-born Residents in the United States 

1850 ----·----- 147,711 1880 ... ----·--··----- 717,157 

1860 ---- -·-· 249,970 1890 ................ --- .. -·--- 980,938 
1870 --------- 493,4-64 1900 --- --- ________ t, 179,807 

Goldwin Smith, an English political writer resident in 
Canada (from I 8 71 to 19 I 0), took an alarmist view of the 
situation, which is expressed in the following letter to Lord 
Rosebery, dated October 26, 1904:-

"The populations are mixed. Hardly anything remains to separate 
them but the political and fiscal line. There are 1,200,000 Canadians 

in the States, and Americans are pouring into our North-West. There 

are in Canada 2,4-29 men in receipt of American pensions. Churches 
and Societies of all kinds join hands across the line. Intermarriage is 

frequent. You might find, as Sir Richard Cartwright uid, whole tracts 
of Canada in which there would be few who had not a connexion in 

the United States. American capital is being largely invested here. 

The periodical literature of the United States is ours. The customs 
line is a pure nuisance, and some day must go, though Protectionists 

and Imperialists together may hold out long. As to the political line, 
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nature has probably made up her mind; and if she has, she will have 
her way." 

-Goldwin Smith's Correspondence (1846-1910). 
McClelland & Goodchild. 

Since then, the number of Canadians in the United States 
has grown to over two million, while the number of settlers 
in Canada whose parents were born in the United States has 
grown to 344,574. In addition to these, there are large 
numbers of Europeans who have tried their luck in the United 
States and then moved north into Canada. 

It was in the first years of the new Century that migration 
from Europe to the United States and from the United States 
to Canada once more grew to large volume. 

Immigrants from Europe were landing in hundreds of 
thousands at the port of New York, providing labour for 
Eastern industries, adding new consumers to the home market 
and giving impetus to the westward trend. 

"America! It was the promised land to us Czechs who were crushed 
down by the Austrians. My uncle came once to Varta and told us tales 
of New Yorlc, of buildings eighty stories high, of underground trains 
running a hundred miles an hour, of ships as big as Prag itself, of 
1tores with ten thousand employeet--everything on a scale of giants. 
He wore American shoes and clothes, with diamonds flashing on his 
fingers, and wrote with a fountain pen, and laughed at our cottage 
with its floor of trodden straw and furniture all home-made, though 
it was scrubbed and polished till it shone. I dreamed of the days when 
I could wear American shoes and have diamond rings and write with 
a fountain pen and work in an office eighty stories high with ten 
thousand other employees." 

-From "Pagan Love," by John Murray Gibbon. 
McClelland and Stewart. 

With demand for farms by new immigrants, the Europeans 
who had settled in the '\Vestem States were beginning to find 
that land there was becoming costly, and that their sons would 
do better for themselves if they went North to the virgin 
wheat lands of the Canadian prairies. Hence the considerable 
~umbers of settlers of Scandinavian and German racial origin 
included in the American emigration to Canada of that period. 
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The cowboys of Texas and Montana found the ranches of 
Alberta to their liking, and for them there was no international 
boundary. So far from there being any ill-feeling against 
them, they were very welcome, adding a definite and valuable 
note of colour to the Canadian Mosaic. 

In an analysis of the Settlement of Saskatchewan covering 
the period preceding the Great War, the late Dr. E. H. Oliver 
gave an estimate of the sources of the so-called American immi­
gration into Canada which may be extended to all three prairie 
provmces: 

"About one-third of the volume of the American immigration is 
North-European of the second generation. The fathers came from 
North Europe to the northern Central States, and the children in the 
next generation pushed northward to the Prairies. In this way came 
many Norwegians and Swedes, but not Icelanders, who, for the most 
part, came directly to Canada. A second third of the American 
immigration is of Yankee stock. They belong to the westward Ameri­
can movement that came from New England and other eastern sec­
tions of the United States by way of Ohio and the Mississippi to the 
American North-West and thence to Canada. This journey in most 
cases probably required about three generations to complete. The 
other third of the American immigration consists of British and Eastern 
Canadian folk who are repatriating themselves, sometimes in the fim, 
sometimes in the second, generation." 

-From "Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada," 
Section II, 1926. 

Typical of the friendly feeling is the bronze plaque set up 
in 1937 on a panel at the Peace Bridge between Fort Erie, 
Canada, and Buffalo, New York, by the Associated Country­
women of the vVorld, and dedicated to the rural women of 
Canada and the United States. 

The Minister of Railways and Canals in the Mackenzie 
King Government, the Hon. C. D. Howe, is a naturalized 
American. It is of special interest to note that he is a family 
connection of Julia 'Nard Howe, author of "The Rattle Hymn 
of the Republic." 



CHAPTER T\\'O 

FRANCE AND CANADA 

TO FRANCE 

"You must make an alliance, dear Mother, in imitation of the course 
of the Sun. For as he daily carries his light hence to N cw France, 
so let your civilization, your justice, your piety, in a word your light, 
be also carried thither by your children ..• This province will be 
worthy to be called your daughter, the colony of men of courage, the 
Academy of Arts, and the retreat of those of your children who are 
not contented with their lot." 

-Marc Lcscarbot in the dedicatory letter prefacing his 
Nwa Francia or History of New France. 

SINCE there are nearly three million Canadians of French 
descent in Canada, and the French were the first to 

settle in Canada, there is particular interest in the con­
tribution of France to Canadian life and in the relations of the 
French Canadians to the other races that came to settle along­
side. 

The original hope of thr early French explorers in Canada 
was to find a short, direct route to the fabled riches of China, 
but the wealth they found lay in the fur-bearing animals of 
the St. Lawrence basin. 

The hankering for China started with the account brought 
back to Europe in the I 3th Century by :\larco Polo, a Venetian 
jewel merchant, who dictated in a Genoese prison to a French 
translator the story of his sojourn at the Court of Kubla Khan, 
a Mongol Emperor, near the present Peiping in China. 
Christopher Columbus, two hundred and fiftv years later, was 
inspired by that story to set sail for this El Dorado, which he 
thought he had found when he reached the \.Vest Indies. 
Columbus' exploration was continued further \Vest by the 
Spanish conquistadores, such as Cortez and Pizzaro, who dis­
covered in the gold and silver of \1exico and Peru treasure 
enough to satisfy even a Spanish King. The French, also 
looking for China, swung up to the North and found in the 

19 
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St. Lawrence River a waterway into the interior of the un­
expected Continent. 

We have in the name Lachine an echo of the rumour that 
the St. Lawrence was on the road to China, and we read that 
when Jean Nicolet early in the seventeenth century was sent 
by Samuel de Champlain on an Embassy to the Winnibagoe 
Indians on Lake Michigan, he equipped himself with a robe 
of Chinese damask, decorated with flowers and birds of many 
colours, thinking that these Winnebagoes might be subjects of 
the great Khan of Tartary, and that this costume might be to 
their taste. 

Henry IV, of Navarre, was a merchant at heart and looked 
on fur as something more than a token of rank. His patronage 
of the fur traders Sieur de Pont-Grave, the Sieur de Monts, 
of the Sieur de Poutrincourt and of Samuel de Champlain 
paved the way with beaver skins to fortune. Louis XIII kept 
his eye on this traffic under the guidance of Cardinal Richelieu. 
When that practical Prince of the Church organized, in 1627, 
the Company of a Hundred Associates, giving it a monopoly 
of the fur-trade in Canada, he had the pick of the French 
nobility as his fellow shareholders. 

France of the seventeenth century was overrun with land­
less nobles and soldiers of fortune, to whom the prospect of 
a Seigneury in the New World made up for the unpleasant 
thought of the long, rough voyage across the Atlantic. The 
adventure of fur-hunting offered sport such as even the royal 
forests of France could not provide, with fortunes in sight 
which might well make possible a brave show on future visits 
to Paris and the Court at Versailles. 

Benjamin Sulte, keenest of historians, in an analysis of the 
French-Canadian population, showed that population to be 
for the most part descended from the settlers who came from 
France between the years 1633 and 167 3. These originated 
in Northern and Central France, chiefly Normandy. 

"The bulk of the men who came during 1633-1673 were from the 
rural districts, and took land immediately on their arrival here. It ia 
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noticeable that a large number of them had, besides, a trade of their 

own, such as carpenter, cooper, blacksmith, so that a small community 
of twenty families possessed among themselves all the requirements of 

that kind that could be useful. 
"No land was given to those who did not show qualification for agricul-

c t I/ 
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The settlers in French Canada came from the 

provinces enclosed in the line ·-·-· - · 

tural pursuits, and they placed for three years in the hands of an old 

farmer before the title of any property was assigned to them. 

"A few, discharged 90Jdiers from the Carignan Regiment, in 1670, 

swelled the number, and as these, together with many of the men from 

Poitou and Rochelle, came out single, they married the daughters of the 

previously settled Normana. Thia accounts for the marked ab3Cnce at 

the present time throughout the French speaking communities of 
Canada of any but the Norman accent and forms of speech. 
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"After 1674, very few immigrants settled on the banks of the St. 
Lawrence. There were at most not more than thirty c,r forty a year, 
which were absorbed in the same manner into the general population. 
The wars which prevailed from 1684 to 1713 depicted this annual 
immigration, so that the Census of 1681 is taken as the basis for all 
French Canadian genealogical computation even up to our own time. 
"In 1685 the population of New France was 11,000 souls. From that 
year until 1713 the colony passed through a succession of wars without 
a moment of rest: lst, against the Iroquois; 2nd, the Wisconsin In­
dians; 3rd, Massachusetts, New Hamp$hire, Maine; 4th, Newfound­
land and Hudson's Bay. When peace was signed in 1713 the Cana­
dians were 19,000 in number. 
"Then followed thirty years of quietness during which period a cer­
tain number of immigrants settled in Lower Canada. At the beginning 
of hostilities in 1744- the Frtnch p0p11lation (not including the Aca­
dians) amounted to 39,000 souls." 

If there is one characteristic typical of the French-Cana­
dians, it is the respect for tradition. He is steeped in the 
history of his race, a history alive with picturesque and romantic 
figures-take, for instance, Jacques Cartier, the master pilot of 
St. Malo, about whom I have written this ballad:-

JACQUES CARTIER MASTER PILOT 
(Tune - "La Bastringue") 

Did you anchor at Cathay 
Master Pilot, Master Pilot? 
Were the streets of gold so gay 
As in Marco Polo's day? 
"Stranger than streets of gold [ found, 
Rocks where a million birds flew around ; 
Then a country warm as Spain, 
Rich in berries, trees and grain." 

Were there princes in the land, 
Master Pilot, Master Pilot, 
Ruling this delightful strand 
In a palace wide and grand? 
"Nothing but savage Indians there 
Wearing the skins of deer and bear. 
All hia robes a Chief would sell 
For a knife or tinkling bell." 
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Were there mountain peaks thlt soar, 
Master Pilot, Master Pilot? 
Were there ri1·ers to explore, 
Sailing inland from the shore? 
"Far up a river wide and strong 
There is a height where Indians throng; 
This for King of France we claimed 
Now Mount Royal duly named." 

As the world around you scanned, 
Master Pilot, Master Pilot, 
Was there any Indian hand 
Pointing out the Promised Land? 
"No one can tell how far Cathay 
Back of beyond to westward lay. 
High above their palisade 
We all Canada surveyed." 

(International Copyright secured by 
Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto.) 
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Then among the heroic figures, you find Samuel de 
Champlain, who founded the Order of Good Cheer to keep 
up the spirits and health of a garrison through a bitter winter; 
Maisonneuve, the missionary soldier; martyrs such as Bre­
beuf; Frontenac, the gallant, swaggering Governor of Quebec; 
the tragic figure of the explorer La Salle; brave women such 
as .'.\!ere Marie de !'Incarnation ('.\.lather ~1arie of the Ursu­
lincs) ; Madame La Tour and :\.1adeleine de Vercheres. These 
all belonged to a heroic age, for it required a heroic spirit to 
brave the Atlantic in a small sailing ship and to penetrate a 
Continent of virgin forest in the teeth of savage and hostile 
Iroquois. 

As we stand on Dufferin Terrace at Quebec, it needs but 
a little imagination to fancy we hear the strains of a Pavane 
or Court Dance of the Old Regime. 

QUEBEC 
(Tune-I 7th Century Pavane "~fa belle si ton ame") 

With battlements surrounded 
And gates in crannied wall, 
Long yean ago was founded 
Thia Old World capital, 
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Seigneur, priest and nun, 
CJme here, alike in daring, 
Nor Iroquois ensnaring 
Could halt the work begun. 

Another race prevailing 
Laid low the oriAamme, 
Brave Highland soldiers scaling 
The Heights of Abraham. 
Yet above the tide, 
With ever growing radiance 
Among the new Canadians, 
Quebec retained her pride. 

The slope of gardens flowering, 
The steep and narrow street ; 
The Chateau overtowering 
The terrace at its feet; 
Spires that upward rise, 
In rare ;md lovely fountain, 
Blue-rimmed by distant mountain, 
Bring wonder to the eyes. 

From "Northland Songs No. 2" 
(Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto). 

In the country districts and in Montreal and Quebec there 
are old Manors and houses with shelving roofs and gables to 
remind us of the Seigneuries. In his folksong, the French 
Canadian as a rule is singing tunes and words that were brought 
to Canada three hundred years ago. The Church has en­
couraged him to be a believer in authority, and his instinct 
is to be conservative and thrifty. This conservative instinct 
has kept alive through tradition the folktunes of Old France. 

The French of the Old Regime in Canada had little or 
no contact with the English except as hereditary enemies, and 
had still less desire to have anything to do with the New Eng­
land Colonials, since these were mostly Protestants. Four 
meetings which stand out in the history of New France were: 

( 1) The meeting between Champlain and David Kirke at 
Quebec in 1628, after Kirke had captured the French fleet 
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sent with supplies to relieve Quebec, when Champlain had to 
surrender and go as a prisoner to England. 

(2) The astonishing meeting between Radisson (Mr. 
Radishes) and Groseillers (Mr. Gooseberry), two of the most 
romantic characters in French-Canadian history, with Charles 
II at Oxford in 1665, a meeting which resulted in the transfer 
of the allegiance of these two worthies from France to Eng­
land, and in the granting to Prince Rupert of the Charter of 
the Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hud­
son's Bay. 

( 3) The meeting between Governor Frontenac in the 
Chateau St. Louis at Quebec with the Officer sent by Sir 
\.Villiam Phips, commanding thirty-four ships and 2,300 men 
to demand surrender. When the British officer, who had been 
conducted blindfolded to the Council Chamber, had the 
bandage removed from his eyes, he faced Frontenac on his 
throne surrounded by a brilliant guard and heard in response 
to his demand of surrender, 

"Tell Sir William Phips that the answer of the Governor of Canada 
will come from the mouths of his cannon in the citadel of Quebec." 

( 4) The meeting between Le Moyne d'Iberville, com­
manding the Pelican, with Captain John Fletcher, command­
ing the Hampshire, off York Factory in Hudson Bay in 1697 
just before the Hampshire, after four hours of fighting, sank 
with two hundred and ninety men on board. Captain Fletcher, 
according to the records of the Admiralty: 

"Just before he gave his last broadside, called to the said Mons. d'lbcr­
ville, bidding him strike, which he refusing to do Captain Fletcher took 
a glass and drank to him, telling him he should dine with him immedi­
ately. Upon which the said French Captain pledged him in another 
glass. And thereupon his men fired a volley of small shot upon the 
Hampshire which was returned with a like volley to the Frenchman. 
And after that the said Captain Fletcher was not seen, so that it was 
supposed the said Captain Fletcher was then killed." 

The fighting ended in the capture of York Factory by the 
French, but the English Navy prevented them from getting 
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any trade, and in I 713 the Treaty of Utrecht restored Hudson 
Bay to the English. 

Radisson and Groseillers were really glorified coureurs de 
bois, or bush rangers, who had been victimized by a rapacious 
system of monopoly. They were not the only members of 
this adventurous class that made contact with the English on 
their fur-hunting and fur-trading ventures. 

When we go fishing today, or hunting, in Quebec or 
Northern Ontario, we find in our French-Canadian guides a 
reminiscence of this roving race, the forerunners of the 
voyageurs of later days. 

Nicolas Perrot, himself a coureur de bois, describes his pro-
fession as consisting of:-

"Young men in their prime-some of good family, others simple in­
habitants or their children--<Jthers who had no professions and call 
themselves 'volunteers'-the desire for profit is common to them all­
some carry their own merchandise to the savage--others rent it from 
merchants. Some carry on this business for individuals, others take a 
share of the risk with merchants. All their victuals consist of some bis­
cuit, peas, corn, and some small barrels of brandy. They are soon 
reduced to living off the hunting and fishing they find along their 
route- When that gives out, they are reduced to eating a kind of moss 
which they call 'tripe de roche'." 

It was, therefore, the lure of adventure rather than the 
prospect of rich living that enticed them from the settlements. 

In 1645 the habitants or peasant-settlers themselves took 
over the whole fur-trading business of New France as a co­
operative concern known as the Compagnie des Habitants. 
They undertook to deliver I ,OOO lbs. weight of beaver-skins 
a year, with the result that virtually all the able-bodied men 
in Canada spent the winter in the woods. In order to regulate 
abuses, the Council, in 1648, enacted that:-

"Such settlers as were accustomed to the country might, if they chose, 
go to the districts inhabited by the Hurons under the leadership of a 
Captain appointed by the Council. They should serve as escorts for the 
themselves who wished to come down to the French posts to trade their 
Missionaries going to the Indian countries, as aho for the Indians 
furs." 
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In 1671, Intendant Talon wrote to Colbert that the number 
of coureurs de bois must be reduced. Fur-bearing animals 
were too much hunted, the market for beaver was glutted, and 
the price of fur in consequence was decreasing. On that 
account, when Frontenac came to Quebec as Governor, in 
1672, he had instructions from King Louis to suppress the 
coureurs de bois and transform the Colony into a farming 
community, protected by a few strategic forts. His first in­
junction forbade the Canadians to leave their settlement with 
merchandise under any pretext whatever, unless protected by 
formal authority. Limits were set within which those absent 
might return. All goods held in contravention of these orders 
would be held as contraband, and severe penalties inflicted. 

A lover of pageantry and display, Frontenac found con­
veyance by canoe hardly worthy of the King's representa­
tive in Canada, and conceived the idea, among other things, 
of condemning offending coureurs de bois to the galleys, the 
galleys in mind being a ship of state in which the governor 
could travel with dignity through his domain. 

\Vhile fulminating against the coureurs de bois, Frontenac 
helped to add to their number through the establishment of a 
Canadian militia. King Louis had too many wars in Europe 
to ship more soldiers to Canada. Colbert wrote in June, 1673: 

"His Majesty cannot give any assistance to Canada this yeu on account 
of the great and prodigious expense that he has been obliged to incur 
for the maintenance of more than 200,000 men and 100 ships and 25 
galley•." 

Frontenac, therefore, created soldiers on the spot out of 
the habitants, whom he organized as a militia under local 
Captains. These were armed at their own expense with 
muskets, which they paid for in monthly instalments, with 
permission to use them for hunting till they were required for 
military service. No wonder that many of them became 
coureurs de boi.s. 

i::migration from F~nce to Canada ceased in this year, 
and m 1674 Colbert advised the Intendant not to count any 
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more on assistance from the King. The distress throughout 
France became so great that Madame de Sevigne wrote from 
Brittany, in 1680: 

"I see only people who owe me money, who sleep upon straw, and who 
weep." 

Lawless and half-savage the coureur de bois might have 
become, yet not wholly "fit for treason, strategems and 
spoils," for he had the saving grace of "music in himself," 
and more than any other kept alive the folksong of the seven­
teenth century. As he paddled his canoe through the forested 
waterways, he sang the chansons of his time, songs which were 
passed on to his successors, the voyageur and the raftsman. 
These songs had little apparent relation to his own life. They 
were songs of princes and princesses, of well-saddled cavaliers, 
of prisoners in far-off Nantes, of roses which he never saw in 
the depth of the woods, of gardens with orange trees, of 
shepherdesses guarding sheep--not of beaver, or moose, or 
deer. But the melodies were rhythmic and helped to keep 
oars and paddles in time. 

PIONEERS OF CANADA 

(Tune--"!' Age Futur", used by Rameau and Beranger) 

Into a land of fur and beaver, 
Out where the painted Indian roam'd 
Threading maze of lake and river 
Racing with death where rapid foam'd, 
Ardent of 1<>ul, China their goal, 
Ventur'd the Norman 1<>ldier traders, 
Pioneers of Canada. 

Mocassin...bod and deenkin-coated, 
Ranging they set to wenward forth, 
Through the untracked forest floated, 
Master'd and bargained with the North. 
Muskets and knivea, trinkets for wives, 
Beads they exchanged for pelt and ermine, 
Pioneers of Canada. 
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Buffalo hunting, rode with Indian 
Over the knee-high prairie grass; 
Charted river, crag and canyon, 
Blazing the trail through mountain pass. 
Mushing their way, dogteam for sleigh, 
Over sub-arctic waste they wander'd, 
Pioneers of Canada. 

Steamer and train have now supplanted 
Birchbark canoe and fur brigade. 
Landing-grounds for planes are granted 
Nearby an ancient palisade. 
Children may changc--naught c.in estrange 
Love for the North their fathers conquered, 
Pioneers of Canada. 

From "Northland Songs No. 2" 
(Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto). 
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Frontenac eventually realized that these western coureur.s 
de bois could be organized as a legion of frontiersmen, skilled 
in Indian ways and Indian warfare, ahle to live off the land 
without draining the public treasury, adventurous spirits 
willing to fight so long as they were not forced to farm. As 
a matter of fact, by the year 1681, according to Henri Lorin, 
the sanest of the French historians, 

"the country had as many farm workers a! it needed, and the over­
production of grain explains the number of &oureurs ae hois as much 
as the supposed dislike of the colonists for sedentary life." 

In reviewing the history of Canada during the eighteenth 
century, one realizes that the French-speaking fur-traders were 
now Canadians rather than French, and in this growth of a 
new nationality the coureur de bois played a notable part. 
Inter-marriage with Indians made the bushranger indifferent 
to Europe, particularly as his ancestral France had been so 
step-fatherly. As merchants and as employers, the British 
provided him with a better living, and under British rule he 
did not have to work so many days for his Seigneur without 
pay, while he was allowed liberty of religion. 
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In the expansion of the white man's fur-trade towards the 
West, the half-breed offspring of those coureurs de bois who 
had taken Indian wives served as a liaison with the Indian 
tribes. To that liaison is due the more peaceful peneration of 
the West in British North America than in the United States. 
To so many Americans, the only good Indian was a dead 
Indian, and this brutal attitude had its boomerang in the 
Indian massacres which stain with blood the pages of American 
history. 

The mentality of the coureur de bois was inherited by his 
successor, the voyageur, and what that mentality was can best 
be illustrated from the account of his life given to Alexander 
Ross by one whom he calls a "superannuated son of the wilder­
ness." This was a voyageur over seventy years of age who 
worked his passage by convoying Ross from Norway House 
to the Red River Settlement. 

"I have now been forty-two yelrs in this country. For twenty-four I 
was a light canoe-man; I required but little sleep, but sometimes got 
less than I required. No portage was too long for me; all portages 
were alike. My end of the canoe never touched the ground till I saw 
the end of it. Fifty songs a day were nothing to me. I could carry, 
paddle, walk and sing with any man I ever saw. During that period, 
I saved the lives of ten Bourgeois, and was always the favourite, be­
cause when others stopped to carry at a bad step and lost time, I pushed 
on--over rapids, over cascades, over chutes; all were the same to me. 
No water, no weather, ever stopped the paddle or the song. I was once 
possessed of fifty horses, and six running dogs, trimmed in the first 
style. I was then like a Bourgeois, rich and happy; no Bourgeois had 
better-dressed wives than I; no Indian Chief finer horses; no white 
man better-harnessed or swifter dogs. I beat all the Indians at the 
race, and no white man ever passeJ me in the chase. I wanted for 

nothing; and I spent all my earnings in the enjoyment of pleasure. 
Five hundred pounds, twice told, have passed through my h:inds; al­
though now I have not a spare shirt to my back, nor a penny to buy one. 
Yet, were I young again, I should glory in commencing the same career 
.again. I would willingly spend another half centurv in the same fields 
of enjoyment. There is no life 50 happy as a 17oyageur's life; none 
so independent; no place where a m:in enjoys 50 much variety and 
freedom as in the Indian country. Huz:u! huzza! pour le pays sauo­
age!" 
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THE VOYAGEUR 

(Tune-"La Rose Blanche"-French Canadian Folksong) 

Ho! for the life of a voyageur! 
Ho! for the haunts of game and fur! 
\\.'e drive along the old canoe, 
And comb the bank for beaver. 

Ho! for the tumbling rapid's roar! 
Ho I for the rest on lone lake shore! 
We lie beneath the old canoe, 
And sleep beside the ri\·er. 

Ho! for the land of the Indian buve, 
Hunter and trapper and no man's slave; 
His squaw is in his bark onoe, 
His arrows in his quiver. 

Hard is our labour and low the wage; 
He.n')' the pack on the long portage; 
But overheJd we swing canoe 
Wuh brawny arm as le\·er. 

From ":'liorthland Songs ~o. I" 
(Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto). 
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In 1936 the descendants of Jean-Baptiste Lagimodicre, a 
celebrated coureur de boi.r, and his wife, Marie-Anne Gaboury, 
the first white woman known to have reached the Canadian 
prairies- a honeymoon trip of 1807 - met and formed at 
\Vinnipeg La Lignie Lagimodiere-Gaboury, comprising the 
1,868 living offspring now scattered throughout Canada, the 
United States and even France. All the descendants have not 
yet hecn traced, but it is believed that there are 4,000 actually 
living. The father of. this clan carried despatches from old 
Fort Douglas on the Red Ri\'er to Lord Selkirk in Montreal 
in 1815, travelling in the heart of winter this distance of 
1,800 miles, equipped only with snowshoes, a gun, an axe 
and a blanket, in order to warn Lord Selkirk of the conflict 
between the Hudson's Bay Company men and the ~or ­
\\'esters. On being asked what recompense he wished for this 
journey, he is said to have answered: 

"Priests for our country-give us priests as soon as possible." 
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Although the Treaty of Utrecht ( 1 713) was supposed to 
settle outstanding disputes between French and English in 
North America, a problem arose in the Province known to the 
French as Acadia and to the English as Nova Scotia. While 
the pretext for the expulsion of the Acadians was their lack 
of loyalty to the British throne, the attitude towards the 
Acadians was undoubtedly coloured by religious feeling-the 
handling of these contumacious French Catholics being left 
to the Protestant New Englanders. 

Vlilliam Shirley, Governor of Massachusetts, directed the 
policy, which led to the replacing of French with British and 
German settlers in Nova Scotia. Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Winslow, who carried out the deportation, used transports 
from Boston. 

A century later, a New England poet, Henry W. Long­
fellow, made a sentimental amende honorable in his poem 
"Evangeline," in which he drew tears from the eyes of coun­
less readers with his description of the Great Banishment. 
What the world is apt to forget is that the blame for the 
Great Banishment lies at the door not of the brutal English, 
but of the brutal New Englanders, although Governor Law­
rence may have done what he did with the tacit approval of 
the British Government of that time. The ultimate effect was 
eventually to create a revulsion of feeling in sympathy with 
the banished Acadians, and to create a friendliness towards 
these victims of political and religious antagonisms which 
otherwise might never have arisen. 

SONG OF ACADIA 

(Tunc--Twccdside) 

0 bring me again to the dykelands 
That still of Acadians tell ; 
Where never rose moon without side-glance 
At tides that are drawn by her spell; 
Where floods up from Fundy arc roll'd 
And Blomidon looms over bay, 
And nearby are found as of old 
The willows and well of Grand Pre. 
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There orchards of apple and cherry 
Entice you to gay carnival ; 
Wild flowers in meadow make merry 
From Spring to the fragrance of Fall. 
Untramell'd in clover, the bees 
Take plunder of honey away, 
And oxen grow fat as they please 
Where grass is knee-high in Grand Pre. 

Yet down by the path over yonder, 
Where swcetbriar is petall'd in bloom, 
Old ghosts of Acadia wander 
Retracing the haunts of their doom; 
And there in her kirtle of blue 
And Normandy cap of her day 
Evangeline saunters a-new 
By willows and well of Grand Pre. 

From "Northland Songs No. 2" 
(Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto). 
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While most, though not all, of those belonging to the 
official governing classes in Quebec and Montreal returned to 
France after the Capitulation in 1760, the population of 
between forty to fifty thousand inhabitants who remained had 
to be placated. The policy of deporting the Acadian French, 
which had been carried out with such doubtful success in Nova 
Scotia, was not repeated. Now there was a new King George, 
and the British Secretary of State endorsed the conciliatory 
instructions of General Amherst to his officers, who were asked 
to see that they employed the most vigilant attention: 

"and take the most effectual care that the French inhabit.ants ••. be 
humanely and kindly treated, and that they do enjoy the full benefit 
of that indulgent and benign government which already characterizes 
His MajC11ty'1 auspicious reign and constitutes the peculiar happiness 
of all who are subjects to the British Empire." 

The Governors were asked to give the strictest orders:-

"to prevent all soldiers, mariners and others ... from insulting or 
r~viling any of the French inhabitants, now their fellow subjects, 
either by ungenerous insinuation of that inferiority which the fate of 
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War has decided, or by harsh and provoking observations on their 
language, dress, manners, customs, or country." 

The general orders enjoined all officers, on meeting re­
ligious processions, to:-

"pay them the compliment of the hat, because it is a civility due to 
the people who have chosen to live under the protection of our laws." 

Placards were posted at the doors of churches indicating 
some of the benefits offered by the British occupation, with 
the message: 

"As it is specially enjoined on the troops to live with the inhabitants 
in harmony and good fellowship, we likewise recommend the in­
habitant to receive and treat the troops as brothers and fellow 
citizens." 

General Murray, Governor-in-Chief of the Province of 
Quebec, although himself a convinced Protestant, was on terms 
of close friendship with Monseigneur Jean Olivier Briand, 
Vicar-General of Quebec, and persuaded the British Govern­
ment to agree to his consecration as Bishop of Quebec, on con­
dition that he was to be subject to no foreign power and have 
no relation with Rome or the Court of France. Article 2 7 of 
the Capitulation of Montreal, signed September 8th, 1760, 
declared: 

"The free exercise of the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman religion, 
shall subsist entire, in such manner that all the States and the people 
of the towns and countries, places and distant posts, shall continue to 
assemble in the Churches, and to frequent the Sacraments as hereto­
fore, without being molested in any manner, directly or indirectly." 

The communities of nuns serving in the General Hospital, 
the Hotel Dieu, and the Ursuline Convent at Quebec, re­
ceived particularly favoured treatment, and reciprocated by 
taking special care of the numerous casualties of the late con­
tlict. They received free provisions and fuel, while the nuns 
of the General Hospital received an additional cash grant 
of £400. 
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This considerate treatment was far from agreeable to the 
militant Protestants in the Thirteen Colonies, but undoubtedly 
prevented Quebec from adding a fourteenth star to the 
American Revolutionary Flag. Bishop Briand's advice was 
undoubtedly taken by the British Government in framing 
those clauses of the Quebec Act of 1774 which rendered 
Catholics eligible for public offices. 

All the French of the Old Regime did not return to 
France, particularly those who were Seigneurs and had a stake 
in the land. To these the return of Sir Guy Carleton as 
Governor-in-Chief to Quebec in 1774 was very welcome, since 
he brought with him a bride, Lady Maria Howard, who had 
been brought up at Versailles, and at once took upon herself 
the pleasant duty of acting as hostess to the ladies of Quebec, 
and reviving to some extent the atmosphere of a Court which 
they had sadly missed since the days of Montcalm. The feel­
ing towards the British grew friendlier, and the evidently 
genuine desire to maintain religious freedom made possible 
the Mandement issued at Quebec by Bishop Briand on May 
22nd, 1778, of which the following is a translation:-

"A body of subjects in revolt against their rightful Sovereign, who 
is also ours, has just made an inroad into this Province, less in the 
hope of being able to continue it than with the idea of leading us 
into revolt; or at least of withdrawing your opposition to their per­
nicious design. The singular favour and kindness with which we 
have been governed by His Most Gracious Majesty, George Ill, since 
by the fortune of war, we have been subject to his rule; the recent 
favours which he has just shown us in granting us the use of our own 
!aws and the free exercise of our religion, and in allowing us to share 
m all the privileges and advantages of British subjects, should assuredly 
suffice to excite your gratitude and your zeal to sustain the interests of 
the Crown of Great Britain.-Your vows, your religion, impose on 
you a strong obligation to defend with all your pawer your country 
and your King.-lt is not a question of carrying the war into the 
remote Provinces; you arc simply asked to strike a blow to repulse the 
enemy, and to prevent the invasion with which the Province is 
mc.naccd. The voices of religion and of your own interests become 
II d. h. nttc m t is, and assure us of your zeal to defend our frontiers and 
our possessions." 
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Following the system adopted in the Canadian Census of 
1931 under which those of Swiss origin are classified according 
to their mother tongue, namely, French, German or Italian, 
General Haldimand, the Franco-Swiss soldier of fortune who 
served as Governor-in-Chief of Quebec from 1777 to 1784, 
takes his place in this chapter. He came of a Huguenot 
family which had been forced out of France and found refuge 
at Berne. To him there was a grim satisfaction in taking part 
in the campaign which deprived the French Kings, whom he 
regarded as oppressors, of their Empire in the New World. 
French was the language he always preferred to use-indeed 
his English is said to have been hard to understand. Before 
accepting a commission in the Royal American Regiment of 
the British Army, he had fought under Frederick the Great 
of Prussia, with whom Great Britain was allied against France, 
and then served in the Swiss Guards at the Hague. His 
American command gave him a knowledge of the Upper St. 
Lawrence, which he turned to good account when that region 
was claimed by the British as belonging to Canada. It was 
to Governor Haldimand that Canada owes its first public 
library, founded at Quebec in 1 779 and stocked with several 
thousand volumes purchased in England. This is the nucleus 
of the library of the Quebec Literary and Historical Society. 

He had much to do with the framing of the Quebec Act 
of 1774, and befriended the Ursuline nuns by securing exemp­
tion from certain dues in return for their care of the sick. The 
Ursuline Convents were popular with the British in Canada, 
who wished their girls to learn French. Haldimand's greatest 
achievement was the successful organization of settlements in 
Upper Canada for United Empire Loyalists driven out by 
the American revolutionaries. 

As military Governor of a country recently conquered, he 
was forced to maintain rigid discipline, and on that account 
was never popular, but the consensus of opinion among his­
torians is that he was a just administrator during a difficult time 
of transition. 

The rank paganism of the leaders of the French Revolu-
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tion brought the deeply religious French-Canadians into closer 
sympathy with the tolerant British. News brought by emigres 
such as that the Convention in Paris had decreed the abolition 
of Christmas, Easter and all Saints' days, had replaced Sunday 
with a Tenth Day, had actually abolished the worship of God 
and replaced it with the worship of a Goddess of Reason­
such news made every bishop, every cure, every simple 
parishioner feel that France henceforth was an alien country. 

The Duke de la Rochefoucault-Liancourt, a French noble­
man driven from France by the Reign of Terror, paid a visit 
of observation to North America, and wrote in his volume of 
"Travels" (published in English in 1799) the opinions he 
gathered from contact with French-Canadians in Upper Canada 
-Carleton refused him permission to visit Quebec. 

"No Canadian has just grounds of complaint against the British 
Government; the inhabitants of Canada acknowledge unanimously 
th;it they are better treated than under the ancient French Govern­
ment, but they love the French, forget them not, long after them, 
and betray these feelings too frequently and in too frank a manner 
not to incur the displeasure of the English." 

Naturally it was too much to expect that a race so con­
servative as the French should cast aside their traditions in a 
few years. But the threat of invasion from the Americans 
helped to cement their friendship with the British, and in this 
further support came from the Roman Catholic Church. Mon­
seigneur Plessis in a Mandement of 1807 declared to the 
faithful: 

"You have not waited until this Province should be menaced by an 
invasion, nor even until war should be declared, to give proofs of 
your zeal and of your goodwill in the public service. At a suspicion 
even, at the first appearance of a rupture with the neighbouring 
States, you have acted as it was your duty to do--ready to undertake 
anything, to sacrifice anything, rather than expose yourselves to a 
change of Government, or to lose the inestimable advantage that your 
present condition assures to you." 

. Practical evidence of the new loyalty of the French-Cana­
dian to British rule was given in the raising of a Corps of 
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Canadian Voltigeurs by Colonel Charles Michel d'lrumbery 
de Salaberry in l 812. With these at his command, Colonel 
de Salaberry won his famous victory in 1813 over the Ameri­
cans at Chateauguay. 

With the westward expansion of Canada, the French mis­
sionaries followed the voyageurs to the Red River, and this 
movement brought them in contact with German-speaking 
Swiss soldiers who had been brought by Lord Selkirk to protect 
the Settlement of Highland Scots whom he had induced to 
come by way of Hudson Bay to take up land in his Red River 
Colony. Abbe Joseph Norbert Provencher was sent as a 
missionary to the North-West in 1818 and built a Chapel on 
the banks of the Red River which he dedicated to St. Boniface 
"to draw God's blessing on the Swiss-German Roman Catholic 
settlers of his parish." St. Boniface, curious! y enough, was an 
Englishman by birth who was sent to Germany towards the end 
of the 7th Century to convert that Pagan country to Chris­
tianity. The Swiss mercenaries were supplemented in 18 21 by 
a group of their compatriots who included mechanics, including 
watch and clock makers, pastry cooks and musicians. Most of 
them, moreover, were Protestants, so that the friendly gesture 
by Abbe Provencher, was without effect, and before very long 
they decided to cross the line into the country of larger popula­
tion and warmer climate to the South. St. Boniface, however, 
still remained the patron saint of the Red River Settlement. 

A number of the histories of Canada leave the impression 
that the Papineau Rebellion of 1837 was a rebellion of the 
French-Canadians against British rule, but it is now being 
generally recognized that, while there was a considerable 
French-Canadian element in the rising, this was rather a re­
publican movement in sympathy with a similar movement for 
Reform in Upper Canada, the object of which was to break 
down the oppressive bureaucracy known as the Family Com­
pact. Dr. Wolfred Nelson, Papineau's lieutenant, was a 
prominent English-speaking doctor who, after temporary 
banishment, returned to Montreal and became Chairman of 
the Board of Prison Inspectors. Papineau himself was an 
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irresponsible though eloquent firebrand, and was anti-clerical 
- therefore had not the support of the Church, without which 
the rising was doomed to failure. 

The French-Canadian has shown particular talent in the 
legal profession, and that profession is a natural stepping stone 
to the Parliament where laws are made. The part played in 
the political history of Canada by French-Canadians during 
the last hundred years deserves special attention. Let us com­
mence with Louis Hippolyte Lafontaine, born in 1807, whose 
grandfather Antoine Menard Lafontaine had been a member 
of the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada from 1796 to 
1804. Entering a law firm, Louis Lafontaine was elected 
member for Terrebonne in 1830 and became a follower of 
the agitator Papineau in a campaign for Constitutional reform, 
but differed from his leader in opposing armed rebellion. On 
his return from France, in 1838, he was arrested and im­
prisoned, but for lack of evidence was released without trial, 
whereupon he became the recognized leader of the National 
Reform party of Lower Canada. 

Sir Charles Bagot, an Englishman, who became Governor­
in-Chief of Canada early in 1842, decided that "the discontent 
and distrust of the French-Canadian population" must be re­
moved, and that "the Union is capable of being administered 
for their happiness and advantage." Lafontaine was appointed 
Attorney-General for Lower Canada, and A. N. Morin, 
another French-Canadian, Crown Land Commissioner, Robert 
Baldwin, a Protestant Irish-Canadian, being Attorney-General 
for Upper Canada. This Lafontaine-Baldwin !\'linistry is 
a landmark in the political history of this country. Sir Charles 
Bagot was bitterly denounced for his policy and did not live 
to see its success. Sir Charles Metcalfe, his successor, was 
ma.re of an a~tocrat, .and the Lafontaine-Baldwin Ministry 
res1g?ed when 1t ~as d1scovere~ that the Governor was making 
appointments which they considered were within their juris­
diction. 

Lord Elgin, a Scot who was appointed Governor-in-Chief 
in 184 7, was a firm believer in Constitutional Government, and 
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as the General Election at the close of that year resulted in 
a complete victory for the Reform Party, Lafontaine and 
Baldwin were asked to return to power in a Ministry which 
lasted three years and proved that French and British could 
co-operate in complete harmony for the common good. La­
fontaine, who resigned office in October, 1851, was appointed 
Chief Justice for Lower Canada two years later, and in 1854 
was created a baronet in recognition of his services. As his 
second wife he married an English lady, in 1860. The Minis­
try which followed was also led by a French-Canadian (A. N. 
Morin) and an Irish-Canadian Francis Hincks), the former 
holding the portfolio of Provincial Secretary. 

Emile Vaillancourt, an eminent French-Canadian author, 
draws attention to an incident in the history of immigration 
which coincides with this period: 

"Every Irishman in Canada should remember what the French-Cana­
dians did for his grandparents and great-grandparents ninety-one years 
ago, when they landed on our shores the year after the Irish potato 
famine, packed like sardines in sailing-ships, and many of them died 
of typhus during the crossing after their arrival. Who minis­
tered to them first at Grosse-He and then the Montreal waterfront, 
if not French-Canadian priests, brothers, nuns, doctors, nurses, and 
stretcher-bearers? Who adopted and cared for their orphans, if not 
French-Canadians? How can you account otherwise for ao many 
French-Canadians with such names as O'Leary, Quinn, Donahue, 
Manning, O'Flaherty, Flanagan, O'Brennan?" 

Both Lafontaine and A. N. Morin had been accused of 
sympathy with the Papineau rebels of 1837, and Georges 
Etienne Cartier, who took office in the MacNab-Tache Minis­
try in 1856, had actually fought on the rebel side at St. Denis 
in 183 7. Yet under a Constitutional Government he became 
the firm ally of the Conservative, Sir John A. Macdonald, and 
was the most powerful and effective advocate of Confederation 
among the French-Canadians, being created a baronet in 1868 
for his patriotic services to the Empire. As Sir John A. Mac­
donald said-"Cartier had the courage of a lion. Without 
him, Confederation would have been impossible." 
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The construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway created 
problems affecting law and order, as the labour was recruited 
from Europeans of many races and, partly on that account, 
was difficult to keep under discipline. The Archbishop at St. 
Boniface was asked by the railway contractors to do what he 
could for the French-Canadians, who constituted one-third of 
the labourers working on the section between Fort William and 
Winnipeg, and the priest selected for this mission was the 
Oblate Father Lacombe, "the Black-Robe Voyageur," who 
hitherto had been working only among the prairie Indians. 
Rat Portage, afterwards re-named Kenora, was his head­
quarters, with an old box car for his temporary chapeJ. 
Katherine Hughes tells the story:-

"The routine of his ministry was similar in each camp. At dusk when 
the men came in from work to the lights and rude cheer of the log 
eating-houses, they would find this sturdy little man in the black cas­
eock waiting for them. He was welcomed and treated reverently by 
all the men. To the French-Canadians his coming WJs that of a 
beloved and benevolent relative. 
"A hearty supper soon disappeared before the attack of the men upon 
the rough fare in tin bowls and plates on rough-board tables. Then 
over their pipes as they lounged against their bunks there was the 
blessed interchange of news and comment which makes the visit of 
an outsider to a woodland camp memorable. 
"After the pipe those who would attend the evening service remained 
in the cook-house, while hymns were sung and Father Lacombe in his 
picturesque manner talked to them in both languages. Then con­
fessions were heard-a blanket across a corner forming a confessional­
screen-and it was rarely before midnight that the tired missionary 
could roll himself up in his blanket and find rest in one of the bunks." 

-From "Father Lacombe: the Black-Robe Voyageur." 
(McClelland and Stewart). 

Of deep significance was the decision of the Societe Saint­
Jean Baptiste to substitute a new French-Canadian national 
hymn for the old folksong "A la Claire Fontaine." After the 
Capture of Quebec this folksong, which tells of a lover 
separated from his mistress, had been sung with a symbolical 
meaning as signifying the separation of New France from Old 
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France. In 1880 the leaders of this nationalistic society de­
cided that the pact of Confederation had altered cir­
cumstances. Sir Adolphe Basile Routhier, an accomplished 
author, wrote the words of "O Canada", to which the French­
Canadian composer, Calixte Lavallee, adapted a melody by 
Mozart. The French words were in turn adapted to an Eng­
lish version by Judge R. Stanley Weir, and today "O Canada" 
is sung together by French and English speaking Canadians 
with equal fervour. Other racial groups have followed suit, 
and there are versions sung today in their mother tongues by 
Ukrainian and German-Canadians. 

The first French-Canadian Premier of the Dominion 
Government, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, held power from 1896 to 
1911-the cause of his eventual defeat being his advocacy of 
Reciprocity with the United States. Born at St. Lin, in the 
County of l'Assomption, he attended a Protestant school in 
the near-by village of New Glasgow, so that he could learn 
English, boarding with a Catholic Irish family, and serving 
in his spare time in the grocery store of a Presbyterian Scot, 
John Murray, so that he could obtain practice in English con­
versation. He graduated in the law course at McGill Uni­
versity, and delivered the Valedictorian address at the Con­
vention of 1864. In this he said, speaking in French:-

"Race hatreds are finished on our Canadian soil. There is no longer 
any family here but the human family. It matters not what language 
the people speak, or the altars at which they kneel.-The mission of 
the man of law in Canada embrace-the union between the peoples." 

Laurier read widely, and was particularly fond of the 
poetry of Robert Burns. Some of his critics accused him of 
speaking French with an English accent. Speaking to the 
Toronto Board of Trade, in 1893, he said that if he were not 
French he would choose to be Scotch. Entering Parliament in 
1874 as Member for Arthabasca, a constituency comprising 
Canadians of French, English, Irish, Scotch and American 
origin, he was given, in 1877, the Portfolio of Inland Revenue 
in the Mackenzie Administration. With the return to power 
of Sir John A. Macdonald, Laurier as a Liberal was naturally 
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in Opposition, being selected as Leader in 1887. During the 
next nine years his skill made the Liberals feel that at last 
they had a Leader who could storm the hitherto impregnable 
Conservative bulwarks. The deciding battle with Sir Charles 
Tupper centred round the question of teaching religion and 
language in Manitoba schools. 0. D. Skelton indicates the 
Leader's strategy:-

"The House sat day and night. Relays of Ministers and back 
bcnchers were organized to hold the fort.-The North of Ireland 
insurgents in the C ";crvative ranks, aided by a few Ontario Liberals, 
blocked progre!IS. It w.u in vain that Tupper read this man and that 
out of the party.-Dr. Sproule read the Nova Scotia school law, John 
Charlton read the Bible passages prescribed in the Ontario schools, 
Colonel Tyrwhitt went through Mark Twain and Bibaud's /ljstory 
of Canada, always promising to come to the point, and barely a clause 
went through."• 
-From 'Life and Letters of Sir Wilfrid Laurier' by 0. D. Skelton 

(Oxford University Press). 

For lack of time the Bill was withdrawn, and in the en­
suing General Election the Liberals returned to power. Laurier 
became Premier, with two other French Canadian Ministers in 
a Cabinet of seventeen. 

His first achievement was the settlement of this Manitoba 
schools dispute. His new law permitted religious teaching by 
either Roman Catholic or Protestant teachers for half an hour 
at the end of the school day, and wherever ten pupils in a 
school spoke French or some other language other than Eng­
lish as their native tongue, they were to be taught on a bilingual 
system. This arrangement was made to meet the needs of 
the immigrants of various racial origins who were pouring into 
the Canadian \\"est, and served its purpose for twenty years. 
Then the complications arising in communities composed of 
many racial groups necessitated a new law. 

Under the Laurier Regime, immigration was encouraged 
by a propaganda, not only in Great Britain, but also in conti-

.-Y-his filibuster shows interesting racial origins. Dr. Sproule's people 
came from Tyrone. John Charlton'• father was English. Colonel 
Tyrwhitt's grandfather was Welsh. 
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nental Europe, and among the farmers of the Middle Western 
United States, who came mostly from Continental Europe. 
Laurier agreed with his Minister, Sir Clifford Sifton, Cana­
dian-born son of an Irish father, that the West must be open 
to any white man willing and able to homestead, provided he 
had no criminal record. 

The immigration of many thousand Ukrainians resulted in 
a social problem which once more called for the services of 
Father Lacombe, the Black Robe Voyageur. Again we draw 
upon the biography written by Katherine Hughes for the 
story: 

"Practically all of these were Greek Catholics in full adherence to 
Rome and the Pontiff there, although in the form of their ceremonials 
they followed the Ruthenian rite and their services were conducted in 
their own language. They consequently found themselves in a coun­
try without spiritual directors of their own language and rite, suddenly 
transplanted from the surveillance of a too-paternal feudal govern­
ment to a new land of few restraints--to freedom in such a large 
measure that it was intoxicating and apt to be unwisely used. The 
transplanted Slavs were now more than ever in need of moral guidance. 
Proselytising forces at work in their ranks were producing a religious 
indifference and scepticism which Father Lacombe and his confrcres 
viewed with indignation and alarm. It was felt that an appeal for 
Ruthenian Catholic priests and funds to support them must be made 
to Rome and to Austria. Father Lacombe, in accordance with his mis­
sion of Daturomnibw, was selected as the most suitable ambassador." 

In the year 1900, therefore, Father Lacombe made his 
pilgrimage to Vienna, where he interviewed Premier M. 
Golowkowski, "a handsome, amiable man who spoke French, 
and in whose office I feel perfectly at home," and also was pre­
sented to the melancholy old Emperor, Franz Joseph. With 
the co-operation of the Austrian Government, he paid a visit 
to the Province of Galicia from which most of the Ukrainians 
had emigrated, and with the help of the Mother Provincial 
of the Franciscan Nuns secured several nuns for orphanages 
in Canada. 

Of the 1 70,269 Continental European foreign-born who 
came to Canada between 1901and1910, 145,308, or 85.34%, 
are listed in the Canadian Census of 1931 as having become 
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naturalized Canadian citizens, although no obligation to take 
up citizenship was made on these immigrants when they en­
tered Canada. 

Today the memory of Sir Wilfrid Laurier is cherished by 
Canadians of British as well as French origin as that of one 
of the great men of Canada. 

Education has done much to make the French-Canadian 
of today, and the heart of the whole structure for higher 
education in Quebec is the system of Classical Colleges. There 
are twenty-five of these with almost I ,OOO instructors-nearly 
all members of religious orders. The technical and commercial 
education is also well fitted to prepare students for business 
life and industry. The teaching of girls is in the hands of 
orders of Nuns who specialize in education, and in their case 
higher education is mostly conducted in convent schools. There 
art and particularly music are encouraged, with the result that 
the taste and musical standard of French-Canadian women are 
very high. Every French-Canadian can sing-boys and girls 
-men and women. The history of the French-Canadian is 
the history of a race of singers. 

The intellectual and artistic French-Canadians keep in 
touch with what is going on in Paris, and in this way help to 
~eep Canada au f ait with the movements in Old France. That 
is why all Canadians have become so familiar with the music 
of modems, such as Claude Debussy. 

The Canadian Student's House or ,\Jaison des Etudiants 
in Paris with accommodation for forty guests is always full­
This is not limited to French-Canadians, but accepts graduates 
from any Canadian University who wish to study in Paris. A 
few rooms are always retained for native Frenchmen who serve 
as a liaison between the Canadians and the Parisians. It should 
be remembered also that Scholarships are given to Canadian 
students for travel and study in France by the French as well 
as by the Quebec Government. 

Very important is the work done by the I nstitut Franco­
Canadien, founded ten years ago, which arranges to send out­
standing French Professors to lecture for a month each in 
Canada, and also arranges with the Sorbonne to invite promin-
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ent French-Canadians to deliver lectures at that great institute 
of learning. 

In the domain of Church music, the influence of French 
musicians is found in the acceptance of the rendering of plain­
song according to rules of the Benedictines of Solesmes, whose 
method was authorized in 1904 by Pope Pius X, himself a 
musician. This introduces free rhythm as the basis of plain­
song instead of syllabic plainsong in which each syllable is 
virtually confined to a single note. Although the Benedictines 
were established at Solesmes by Dom Prosper Gueranger in 
1833, they were expelled from France in 1901, and at the time 
of the edict of Pope Pius X, had found sanctuary in England 
at Appuldurcombe in the Isle of Wight, and at Quarr Abbey 
near Ryde, although in 1926 most of the monks returned to 
Solesmes under a new regime in France. In 1912 Dom Joseph 
Pothier was sent to Canada to establish a daughter-house in 
the Priory of Saint-Benoit-du-Lac, near Lake Memphrama­
gog, in the Eastern Townships. 

In the fields of painting and sculpture, the French-Cana­
dian has won high distinction. Governments have encouraged 
the portrayal of historic incidents and characters in statues and 
monuments, hence the display of sculptures in the squares and 
public spaces of Quebec and Montreal by artists such as Alfred 
Laliberte, Philip and Henri Hebert. Among the painters of 
note are Clarence Gagnon, M.A. Suzor-Cote, and Charles 
Huot. The romantic history and landscape of Quebec has in­
spired many Canadian artists of other than French racial 
origin. In architecture, Eugene Tache, J. 0. Marchand and 
Ernest Cormier are recognized as outstanding. 

French-Canadian authors have excelled chiefly in poetry 
and history, the poets and poetesses being as the leaves of 
Vallambrosa. 

The greatest contribution to the literature of Canada in 
the French language was made by a novelist who came from 
France to secure local colour and wrote a book which the world 
has recognized as a classic-Maria Chapdelaine by Louis 
Hemon. Curiously enough it secured recognition in Canada 
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chiefly through two English translations, although m France 
itself the book passed through many editions. 

Good farming is inculcated by agricultural institutes, and 
the women of the farms are encouraged to keep up the handi­
crafts which are so characteristic of the Province of Quebec. 
Here is a ballad which I have written to a tune which was a 
favourite with the late Charles Marchand, foremost folksinger 
of his day: 

SPINNING SONG 
(Tune-French-Canadian Folksong "En revenant des noces") 

Under a window spinning 
Into my wheel I sing, 
So for my labour winning 
Craft that the old songs bring; 
Singing of princes and folk oversea 
Nightingales, fountains, shepherds on mountains, 
Kind-hearted maids who set prisoners free, 
Into my wheel so let me sing. 

Under a window spinning 
Birds in the wood I hear, 
Nested in branches, winning 
Cover for brood they rear. 
So from my yam will the weaving be done, 
Coverlet cosy pattem'd with posy; 
Homely the skill, yet our heart it has won, 
Just like the old song that I sing. 

(-International Copyright secured by Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., 
Toronto.) 

The French-Canadian housewife is a born cook. Her 
daughters are tastefully dressed and models of courtesy and 
good breeding. The large families which are proverbial in 
Quebec provide one reason for the preservation of the folk 
songs. The mother rocks her babies to sleep singing a song, 
and if she has had a family of twelve she is not likely to forget 
the songs she has sung to twelve babies. 

Contentment with his lot, devotion to his job, friendliness 
to his neighbour, a high moral standard and a happy dispo­
sition make the French-Canadian the best kind of citizen that 
Canada could desire. 



CHAPTER THREE 

ENGLAND AND CANADA 

The Romans first with Julius Caesar came 
Including all the Nations of that name, 
Gauls, Greeks ;md Lombuds, and, by computation, 
Auxiliaries or slaves of ev'ry ::-.:ation. 
With Hengist, SJXons; Danes with Sueno came, 
In search of plunder, not in scuch of fame. 
Scots, Picts and lri<h from the Hibernian shore, 
And conqu'ring William brought the Normans o'er. 
All these their bub'rous offspring left behind, 
Their dregs of armies, they of all mankind; 
Blended with Britons, who before were here, 
Of whom the Welsh ha' blcss'd the character. 
From this amphibious ill-born mob began 
That vain, ill-natur'd thing, an Englishman. 
The customs, surnames, languages and manners 
Of all the•e ::-.:ations arc their own explainers: 
Whose relics arc so lasting and so strong, 
They ha' left a shibboleth upon our tongue, 
By which with easy search you may distinguiih 
Your Roman-SJXon-Dani;h-~orman English. 

Dutch, Walloons, Flemings, Irishmen and Scots, 
Vaudois and Valtelins, and Huguenots, 
In good Queen Bess's charitable reign, 
Supplied us with three hundred thousand men. 
Religion--God, we thank Thee!-scnt them hither, 
Priests, Protestan u, the Devi I and all together, 
Of all professions and of ev'ry trade, 
All that were pcm:cuted or afraid. 

Scots from the Northern frozen banks of Tay, 
With packs and plods came whigging all away; 
Thick as the locusts which in Egypt swarm'd, 
With pride and hungry hopes comrletcly arm'd; 
With native truth, diseases and no money, 
Plunder'd our Canaan of the milk and honey. 
Here they grew quickly lords and gentlemen 
And all their race arc true born Englishmen, ' 

-From Part I of "The True-born Englishman-A Satire" by Daniel 
Def~l701-an ~~s~~r to ~~h~ Tutchin's "The Foreigners a 
Poem ( l 700)-cr1t1c1zing \\ tll1am III as a foreign Sovcrclg 
ruling England with Dutch appointees. n 

0 
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DANIEL DEFOE was prouder of having written The 
Trueborn Englishman than he was of being the author 
of Robinson Crusoe. The volume had an enormous 

circulation in its day, and over 80,000 pirated copies are said 
to have been sold. Yet all he did was to remind his fellow 
countrymen that they were of mixed origin. The Englishman 
is really a composite of many races, but that composite has be­
come a fairly recognizable type, and so he finds a legitimate 
place in the Canadian Census lists. 

While many writers have tried to portray the Englishman, 
none has drawn a better likeness than the American, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, in his volume English Traits, from which 
here are some extracts:-

"The Roman came, disembarked his legions, erected his camps and 
towen,-pre~ntly he heard bad news from Italy, and wone and worse, 
every year; at last, he made a handsome compliment of roads and 
walls, and departed. But the Saxon seriously settled in the land, 
builded, tilled, fished, and traded, with German truth and adhesive­
ness. The Dane ame, and divided with him. Last of all, the 
Norman, or French-Dane, arrived, and formally conquered, harried, 
and ruled the kingdom. A century later it came out that the Saxon 
had the most bottom and longe' ity, had managed to make the victor 
•peak the language and accept the law and usage of the victim ; forced 
the baron to dictate Saxon terms to Norman kings; and, step by step, 
got all the e1sential 1ecurities of civil liberty invented and con­
firmed .••• 

"They hate craft and subtlety. They neither poison, nor waylay, nor 
Ususinate; and, when they have pounded each other to a poultice, 
they will lhake hands and be friends for the remainder of their 
lives ..•• 

"They have approved their Saxon blood, by their sea-going qualities; 
their descent from Odin's smiths, by their hereditary skill in working 
in iron; their British birth, by husbandry and immense wheat harvests; 
and justified their occupancy of the centre of habitable land, by their 
supreme ability and CO$mopolitan spirit. They have tilled, builded, 
forged, spun, and woven. They have made the island a thorough­
fare; and London a shop, a law-court, a record-office, and scientific 
bureau, inviting to strangers; a unctuary to ref ugces of every politic&.I 
and religious opinion .••• 
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"One secret of their power is their mutual good understanding. An 
electric touch by any of their national ideas, melts them into one 
family, and brings the hoards of power which their individuality is 
always hiving, into use and play for all. Is it the smallness of the 
country, or is it the pride and affection of race,-they have solidarity, 
or responsibleness, and trust in each other." 

Since John Cabot was a Genoese, the first true-born Eng­
lishman to land on what is now Canadian soil was Martin 
Frobisher, who in the year 1576 took possession of Frobisher 
Bay, just across the Strait from Greenland, in the name of 
Queen Elizabeth. Henry Hudson reached the shores of 
Ja mes Bay in 1610, never to return. Baffin Island recalls in 
its name William Baffin, English explorer and navigator, and 
Fox Channel commemorates another English navigator, Luke 
Fox, who explored Hudson Bay. Here we are still in the 
age of Shakespeare and Ben Jonson, an age so wonderful 
that every Canadian is filled with pride to think that this is his 
heritage. 

In virtue of John Cabot's resurrected discovery of the 
North American Coast, James First of England had granted, 
in 1606, the plantations of Virginia, to the Company of Lon­
don, and to the Company of Plymouth the more northerly 
territories now known as Maine, New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. Sir Thomas Dale, Governor of Virginia, commis­
sioned Samuel Argall, in 1613, to demolish any previous 
settlement of the French in their so-called Acadia, and so the 
ruins of the de Monts fort at St. Croix and the still standing 
fort of Port Royal were burn and razed. 

In the meanwhile venturesome Captains were threading 
the ice floes west of Greenland in search of the North \Vest 
Passage. Henry Hudson sailed in the Discovery from Graves­
end with a crew of twenty-three, outfitted by Sir John Wol­
stenholme, Sir Dudley Digges and Sir Thomas Smith. He 
reached James Bay and did winter trade with Indians, but his 
men mutinied and cast him adrift, the ship returning with 
only four of a crew. 
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HENRY HUDSON 

(Tunc--"Lord Gregory") 

0 he looked North and he looked West 
Across the storm-bound sea; 

"Give me a stout-built oaken brig 
That I my weird may dree. 

Three times I've sailed to polar ice, 
And twice by Muscovy. 

Now I would win by North and West 
The strait to far Cathay." 

God speed you, Master Mariner, 
That fears not polar sea! 

They've manned for you an oaken brig 
We11-named "Discovery." 

Fair set from London you have met 
The furious overfall, 

And in that great and whirling sea 
With Death you play at ball. 

"Desire Provoketh" marks your chart, 
An island grim and wild; 

A headland "Hold with Hope" you turned 
By pale mock suns ~guiled. 

With grappling irons skirting floes 
You won to open sea, 

But, wintcrbound, were left maroon'd, 
That weird that you would drcc. 

God help you, Henry Hudson, now 
To traitor crew a sport! 

The hearts of men arc cold as ice 
When food at sea runs short. 

Yet sailor folk in Hudson Bay 
Now all three hundred years 

Still see your ghost upon a brig, 
And North by West it steers. 

-From "Northland Songs, No. 2" 
(Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto). 

Sl 

The undaunted promoters formed a larger enterprise with 
Henry, Prince of Wales, as patron, "The Company of the 
Merchants of London, Discoverers of the North \Vest Pas-
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sage," and sent out the \\7elsh Captain Thomas Button, in 
1612, with the "Discovery" and the "Resolution." He was 
followed, in 1614, by Captain Gibbons, who reached Labra­
dor, and by Robert By lot and William Baffin in 1615. 

Sandwiched between Hudson Bay and the English Col­
onies south of Acadia, the French concentrated on the fur­
lined route of the St. Lawrence, numbering at the date of the 
Capture of Quebec in 17 59 about 60,000. In that same year 
the officers and servants of the Hudson's Bay Company totalled 
a mere hundred and twenty, while the population of the State 
of Pennsylvania, which dated from a charter granted eleven 
years later than that of the Hudson's Bay Company, alone 
amounted to 250,000. 

The English were little interested in the more frozen 
North until Sir George Carteret met two French-Canadian 
adventurers at Boston, Radisson and Groseillers, and heard 
from them a tale of the fur-trade which led him to bring 
them over to England. A tentative trading expedition to Hud­
son's Bay proved so profitable that a Royal Charter was ob­
tained for Prince Rupert and his associates, giving the Hud­
son's Bay Company monopoly of trade and commerce in that 
region 

"together with all the lands, countries and territories upon the coasts 
and confines of the seas, straits, bays, lakes, riven, creeks and sounds 
afores.iid which arc not now actually posscs~d by any of our subjects, 
or by the subjects of any other Prince or State." 

The first Governor was Prince Rupert, the second Duke 
of York until he was crowned James II, and the third John, 
Lord Churchill, afterwards Duke of l\.1arlborough. 

The Governor and Company had no love of their French 
neighbours, whom they referred to in an address to King Wil­
liam III as "those common enemies of mankind." Raids from 
Quebec interfered with the English traders until the Treaty 
of Utrecht, signed in 1713, confirmed the British in their 
possession of Hudson Bay. 

Although Orkneymen were recruited as apprentices, the 
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Hudson's Bay Company was definitely ruled from London. 
The policy followed was to make the Indians came to the 
Coast forts to trade. Yet Henry Kelsey, still just a youth, ven­
tured, in 1690, as far as the prairies east of Saskatoon, which he 
was the first white man to visit, and Anthony Henday, an­
other English servant of the Company, was the first white 
man to see the Canadian Rockies in 1754, from a point that is 
considered to be near Stettler, Alberta, on the Red Deer River. 
Sixty inland voyages were made between 1754-1774, all 
single-handed, and all except one by English employees. It 
was not till the Montreal merchants cut into the Saskatchewan 
and Athabaska fur territories that the chain of inland forts 
was extended, and, as Douglas MacKay wrote:-

"Names of English flavour dotted the new maps of Mr. Arrowsmith, 
that illustrious cartographer." 

Cumberland House was built in 1774 by Samuel Hearne, 
whose discovery, in 1771, of the outlet of the Coppermine 
River into the Arctic Sea with confirmation of the North-West 
Passage stands high in the annals of English exploration. By 
the year 1821, the date of the merger with the North West 
Company, the Hudson's Bay Company had 76 forts. 

When Acadia was transferred to British rule under the 
Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, the territory was re-named Nova 
Scotia and administered from Annapolis Royal by a military 
Governor with an Advisory Council. As the Acadians declined 
to take the oath of allegiance, and the French-speaking popu­
lation grew by natural increase much faster than the English, 
the Governor of Massachusetts, then an English Colony, re­
commended that for military reasons the Acadian population 
should be deported. A new military post named Halifax, in 
tribute to the then First Lord of Trade, was established in 
1749. The Hon. Edward Cornwallis, who was appointed Gov­
ernor and Captain General, brought out 2,576 colonists, drawn 
from disbanded soldiers and sailors. Beamish Murdoch in his 
History of Nova Scotia pictures the Halifax of that year: 
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"The Englishman in the costume of the day, cocked hat, wig, knee 
breeches, shoes with large glittering buckles, his lady with her hoops 
and brocade!--the 10ldien and sailors of the late war, now in civilian 
dress aa settler!--the shrewd, keen commercial Bostonian, tall, thin, 
wiry, supple in body, bold and persevering in mind ••• the unlucky 
/,a/Jitiml from Grand Pre or Piziquid, in home-spun garb, looking with 
dismay at the numbers, discipline and earnestness of the new settlers." 

St. Paul's, the first Anglican Church, was built in this year. 
This original nucleus of English settlers was followed by 

groups of others, mostly Protestant Germans, the King of 
England being himself a Hanoverian with a shrewd knowl­
edge of where continental emigrants could be obtained. The 
banishment of the Acadians was effected in I 7 5 5 under the 
direction of Lieutenant Governor Charles Lawrence, follow­
ing a resolution by the Council:-

"As it has been before determined to send all the French inhabitants 
out of the Province if they refused to take the Oatht--it was unani­
mously agreed that to prevent as much as possible their attempting to 
return and molest the settlers that may be set down in their lands, it 
would be most proper to send them to be distributed amongst the 
several Colonies on the Continent." 

This was done, and eventually six thousand removed, but 
gradually a considerable number returned to take the oath 
of allegiance, and their descendants may be found today along 
what is known as the "French shore'1 between Digby and Yar­
mouth. While most of them are still French-speaking, they 
also have learnt English in school to a greater extent than the 
French-Canadians of the St. Lawrence Valley. 

Time is a great healer, and the tribute paid to the Acadians 
by the New England poet, Longfellow, in his poem E'C)ang~lin11 
has done much to assuage the bitterness that may have rank­
led between the two races over the Great Banishment. The 
statue of Evangeline in the Park at Grand Pre is a place of 
pilgrimage for thousands of both races every year. 

Among the settlers from New England to take up vacated 
Acadian lands was the grandfather of Sir Charles Tupper, 
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whose influence did so much to convert Nova Scotia to the 
idea of Confederation, and who made possible the necessary 
Government support in the early difficult years of the Can­
adian Pacific Railway. 

The clash between French and British in North America 
was not confined to Nova Scotia, but extended far into the 
interior. Montcalm was sent to Canada, in 17 5 6, and out­
generalled the British, capturing Oswego and Fort \Villiam 
Henry, and defeating Abercrombie at Ticonderoga. Great 
Britain, however, virtually commanded the seas, and sent 
across the Atlantic the largest combination of fleet and army 
hitherto known. In the Spring of 17 59 there assembled at 
Halifax for the attack on Louisbourg twenty -thr~e ships of 
50 guns and over, supported by 18 frigates, with an army of 
12,000 and heavy artillery under General Amherst, the fleet 
being commanded by Admiral Edward Boscawen. Although it 
was the strongest fort in North America, Louisbourg capitu­
lated after a siege of 48 days. General \Volfe, who served at 
Louisbourg, then proceeded up the St. Lawrence to attack 
Quebec. \Vith the fleet was the celebrated navigator Captain 
Cook, whose duty it was to procure accurate soundings of the 
channel between the Island of Orleans and the shore of Beau­
port, 

a service of great danger which could only be performed in the night­
time. He had scarcely fin ished when he was d iscovered, and a number 
of Indians in canoes started to cut him off. The pursuit was so close 
that they jumped in at the boat'• stem as Cook leaped out to gain the 
protection of the English sentinel. 

The chart of the channel and soundings proved invaluable 
to Admiral Saunders, who was in command of the English 
fleet carrying \Volf e to the Plains of Abraham and Quebec. 

On the night before the battle, \Volfe is said to have sung 
a song "How Stands the Glass Around", to the tune of which 
I have written the following ballad:-
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THE PLAINS OF ABRAHAM 

(Tune--"How Stands the Glass Around") 

The Plains of Abraham 
With French and Scottish blood were red, 
The Plains of Abraham 
Where Wolfe outfought Montcalm; 
For, mountain bred, 
The Fusers climbed the rocky steep 
And swiftly they sped, 
Dark fate in their tread; 
And half the Frenchmen, still asleep, 
Might well have been dead. 

Too late, when it was dawn, 
Montcalm observed his foes arrayed; 
Too late when it was dawn 
Let fly his fusilade. 
With mortal wound 
Wolfe fell victorious in the field; 
Montcalm, too, was downed, 
For Death held the ground, 
And 90 King Louis had to yield 
A fortress renowned. 

(International Copyright oecured by 
Gordon V. Thompeon Ltd., Toronto.) 

Vaudreuil surrendered Montreal to Amherst in the fol­
lowing year. 

\Vith the Peace of Paris signed in 1763, Canada was ceded 
by France, and under the Royal Proclamation the Colony was 
granted "the enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of our 
realm of England." 

A period of military rule naturally followed, the Captain 
General and Governor-in-Chief of the Province of Quebec 
being General Murray. The royal proclamation, dated Octo­
ber 7th, 1763, outlining the new order of things, was followed 
on December 7th by instructions which stated, among other 
things, lands were to be set aside for the support of Protestant 
clergymen, to the end that 
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"the Church of England may be established both in principles and 
practice, and that the said inhabitants may by degrees be induced to 
embrace the Protestant religion, and their children be brought up in 
the principles of it." 

The garrison maintained excellent relations with the 
French, but the British traders, large from New England and 
New York, who followed on the heels of the army, did not 
get the support from General Murray that they expected­
indeed in a communication to the Lords of Trade he referred 
to them as "licentious fanatics." He was also critical of the 
type of English Civil Servant shipped out to assist him-

"The improper choice and number of the civil officers sent out from 
England increased the inquietude of the Colony. Instead of men of 
genius and untainted morals, the very reverse were appointed to most 
important offices, and it was impossible to communicate through them 
those impressions of the dignity of the Government, by which alone 
mankind can be held together in society. The Judge fixed upon to 
conciliate the minds of 75,000 foreigners to the laws and government 
of Great Brit.ain, was taken from a gaol, entirely ignorant of Civil 
Law, and of the language of the people. The Attorney-General, with 
regard to the language of the people, was no better qualified; the offices 
of Secretary of the Province, Registrar, Clerk of the Council, Com­
mi~'lary of Stores and Provinces, Prevost M;irshal, etc., etc., were given 
by patent to men of interest in Engbnd, who let them out to the 
highest bidders, and IO little did they consider the capacity of their 
represcntati\·e,, that not one of them understood the language of the 

. " natives. 

The traders thought Governor Murray too lenient with 
the French and too sympathetic to the Catholic Church. Their 
protests resulted in his recall in 1766, his successor being Sir 
Guy Carleton. 

The new Governor had more tact in dealing with the 
traders, whose ranks now included highly respected English, 
Scotch and Irish merchants of Montreal, although he too found 
it difficult to hold the balance between the different races, and 
returned to England in 1770. 

Trouble was brewing between Great Britain and the Ameri­
can Colonies, emphasized by the Boston Tea Party of Decem-
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ber, 1773. After taking advice from the Acting Governor, 
Cramahe, in Quebec, and from Carleton and others in Eng­
land, the two British Houses of Parliament passed the Quebec 
Act of 1 774, and Carleton returned to his former post as 
Governor-in-Chief. This Act introduced into Canada English 
criminal law, which was considered more humane than that 
which it superseded. 

By this time the English merchants of Montreal included 
Benjamin Joseph and Thomas Frobisher, Y orkshiremen, who 
became leaders in the fur-trade and helped to organize the 
celebrated North-\Vest Company. Joseph was an adventurous 
spirit, and penetrated the interior as far as the Saskatchewan 
River in 1774. He married a French-Canadian, Charlotte 
Joubert, of Montreal, in 1779. 

At Quebec, however, the chief thought was to prepare 
against threatened invasion. The rebelling American Colonials, 
who resented the extension of Quebec's boundaries to the Ohio 
River, could think of no better way to retaliate against their 
declared wrongs than by grabbing England's new Province 
on the St. Lawrence. 

The invasion failed, and Montgomery died in the vain 
attack on Quebec. General Burgoyne arrived at Quebec with 
reinforcements of six thousand British and four thousand 
German troops just before the final defeat of the Americans 
at Three Rivers, and motley Quebec celebrated a wonderful 
lour de l'An, bringing in the New Year with a ball, followed 
next morning with a Grand Mass in the Cathedral, at which 
those who had openly shown sympathy with the invaders were 
made to do equally open penance. 

The thirteen Colonies declared for and won their Inde­
pendence, but fifty thousand Loyalists decided to stay by the 
old Rag, even if this meant giving up their homes and, in 
many cases, sacrificing large estates. Thirty-five thousand of 
them came to Nova Scotia which, for convenience of Govern­
ment, was subdivided so as to make a new Province of New 
Brunswick, while another stream of exiles trekked north into 
Upper Canada. 
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They were not all English, but the cost of transport and 
the compensation for lost estates fell upon the British Govern­
ment to the extent of about six million pounds sterling. 
Grind-stones, axes, ploughs and hoes and other implements 
were brought from England for the Loyalist settlers, who 
were given free la.:d, fed and clothed at the expense of the 
Government for three years, or till able to support them­
selves. 

THROUGH THE FOAM OF FUNDY'S TIDE 

(Tune-"Daphne"-William Dcfcsch) 

Through the foam of Fundy'a tide 
Came the Loyalists to shore, 

Made new homes in sturdy pride, 
Holding flag they prized before; 

Brought with them their chinaware, 
Old mahogany and plate, 

Studded trunks with coat of hair, 
Heirlooms drawn from old estate. 

Clearing forest, driving plough, 
Never once from work they stayed. 

lntervale and upland now 
Show the pleasant farms they made. 

In the timber, brain and brawn 
Proved a fortune waiting there. 

Round their landing in Saint John 
Grew a city, rich and fair. 

Where the Micmac Indian ranged, 
Spearing salmon, calling moose, 

Grows the forest, still unchanged, 
Hemlock, cedar, pine and spruce. 

Wooden ships have taken toll; 
Yet the log-drive rules the Spring; 

Still the giant timbers fall; 
Still the lumberjack i1 ting! 

From "Northland Songs, No. 2" 
(Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto.) 

Among these United Empire Loyalists were ancestors of 
some of the Fathers of Confederation-for instance Lemuel 
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Wilmot, grandfather of Sir Lemuel Allan Wilmot, descended 
from Benjamin Wilmot, an Englishman who came to America 
prior to 1640 and settled at New Haven, Connecticut. 

(2) John Howe, father of Joseph Howe, also of Eng­
lish descent. In a speech delivered at Southampton, Joseph 
Howe said of his father: 

"His bones rest in Halifax Churchyard. I am his only surviving son, 
and whatever the future may have in store, I want when I stand beside 
his grave to feel that I have done my best to preserve the connection 
he valued, that the British flag may wJve above the 90il in which he 
sleeps." 

( 3) Sir Samuel Leonard Tilley, grandson of a Loyalist 
who arrived at Saint John from Brooklyn in 1783. There 
were Tilleys in Massachusetts Bay in 1640. 

So large an influx of population created new problems of 
Government, and the Quebec Act was obviously no longer 
adequate. Carleton, who in 1786 returned to Canada as Gov­
ernor-in-Chief with the title of Lord Dorchester, made sug­
gestions, but the English statesmen at Westminster had their 
own views, and the Constitutional or Canada Act of 1 791 was 
the creation of Lord Grenville, although the Act was intro­
duced into the House of Commons by \Villiam Pitt. Under 
this measure, Quebec was divided into two Provinces, each 
with an elective assembly and with a legislative council, the 
names of the Provinces being Upper and Lower Canada, each 
with a Lieutenant-Governor. 

Of importance to improved relations between the racial 
groups in Quebec, both of which were royalist, was the presence 
at Quebec of two members of the Royal Family, Prince \Vil­
liam Henry (afterwards \Villiam IV) in 1787, and Prince 
Edward, Duke of Kent, as Colonel of the 7th Fusiliers from 
I 791 to 1793. As they were both sons of the decidedly Hano­
verian George III, they belong rather to the German chapter 
in this volume, but their presence in Quebec was no doubt 
governed by English policy. 

Canada continued to be ruled from London, the so-called 



E~GLAND A~D CANADA 61 

Governor-in-Chief taking instructions from the Colonial Office. 
The Legislative Council nominated by the Governor could 
veto any measures passed by the Elective Assembly which were 
not considered suitable. The first Lieutenant-Governor of 
Upper Canada, John Graves Simcoe, was appointed from 
England without consulting Lord Dorchester. One of his 
biographers, Duncan Campbell Scott, says of him:-

"He was no Statesman; not even a fhrewd politician; he was a soldier 
first, last and always, with a military love of fixed orders and implicit 
faith in duty as the one law ~.eedful." 

-From 'John Graves Simcoe' (Oxford University Press.) 

A more favourable opinion is given by William Kirby, 
author of Annals of Niagara and The Golden Dog, himself 
an Englishman, who says:-

"He possessed broad, clear opinions and was thoroughly grounded in 
the principles of the English Constitution. His writings and lettert­
are models of English style and composition." 

Of one thing Governor Simcoe was sure, and that was 
that the Church for Upper Canada was the Church of Eng­
land. \Vriting to Henry Dundas, he said:-

"The best Security that all just Government has for its existence is 
founded on the Morality of the People, and that such Morality has no 
true Basis but when placed upon Religious Principles. It is therefore 
I have always been extremely anxious, from political as well as more 
worthy motives, that the Chufch of England should be established in 
Up~r Canada." 

It is open to question whether any one in five years' time 
has left a greater impress on Canada than did John Graves 
Simcoe, an Englishman of exceptional ability. As the Parlia­
mentary representative for a Cornish constituency (St. 
~awes), he took part in the debates on the Canada Bill when 
Pitt introduced it into the House of Commons, and his forcible 
arguments contributed to its successful passage. \Vhen he 
eventually came to Upper Canada as Lieutenant-Governor, his 
first legislative councillors consisted of an Englishman, \Vil­
liam Osgoode, the first Chief Justice of the Province; Peter 
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Russell, an Irishman, Inspector-General; a Scot, Alexander 
Grant, and Aeneas Shaw, Captain in Simcoe's own regiment 
of the Queen's Rangers, also a Scot. To these were added local 
members in July, 1793. 

Simcoe's policy was to build up an aristocracy out of those 
whom he thought likely to be leaders in their respective com­
munities, and this governed his appointment of county lieuten­
ants and magistrates. 

The first meeting of the Assembly was held at Niagara on 
September 17, 1792, with all the pomp that Simcoe could 
muster in this outpost of Empire. As Duncan Campbell Scott 
says:-

"It was a miniature Westminster on the breast of the wilderness: the 
brilliancy of the infantry uniforms, leagues from the Hor~ Guards, 
yet burnished .as if to meet the eye of the Commander-in-Chief, every 
strap and every button in place; the dark green of the Queen'• 
Rangers, who had uken a name and uniform already tried and famous; 
from the fort the roar of guns answered by the sloops in the harbour." 

-From 'John Graves Simcoe' (Oxford University Press.) 

In his speech from the Throne, the Lieutenant-Governor 
said:-

"The natural advantages of the Province of Upper Canada arc inferior 
to none on this side of the Atlantic. There can be no separate in­
terest through its whole extent. The British form of Government has 
prepared the way for its spcedly colonization, and I tru!t that your 
fostering care will improve the favourable situation, and that a 
numerous and agricultural people will speedily take possession of a 
soil and climate which, under British laws and the munificence with 
which H is Majesty hJS granted the lands of the Crown, offer such 
manifest and peculiar encouragements." 

Within a month trial by jury was established, French civil 
law was replaced by that of English, and British rules of evi­
dence were applied in courts. In the second session, held in the 
Spring of 1 793, an Act was passed validating marriages which 
had under pioneer conditions been hitherto made without legal 
formality, municipal government was organized, and the in-
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troduction of negro slaves was forbidden. I have written the 
following ballad on Simcoe. 

GOVERNOR SIMCOE 

(Tunc-"Per Alaw"-Welsh) 

In seventeen hundred and ninety-two 
To Upper Canada 
Came Simcoe with his retinue, 
And laid down Briti~h 1.tw; 
And first he set up Parliament 
With proper pomp and state; 
The Loyalisu were well content, 
For this meant fair debatc­
The Governor was well beloved, 
And so too was his lady! 

And trial by jury first they gave, 
And bountied wolf and bear, 
And freedom granted to the sla\•e­
Which made the Yankees sure!­
And then they open'd wide the door 
To all who settled down, 
And l.tnd was free for those who swore 
Allegiance to the Crown-
The Governor was well beloved, 
And so too was his lady! 

The Governor in long canoe 
Survey'd each settlement. 
The ro;ids were bad, the houses few, 
At times he slept in tent, 
And :'.trs. Simcoe, gentle 90ul, 
Went with him, hot or cold, 
And painted scene• from nearby knoll, 
That none can buy for gold-
The Governor was well beloved, 
And so too was his lady, 

(International Copyright secured by 
Gordon V. Thomp90n Ltd., Toronto.) 

The four governors who succeeded Lord Dorchester were 
all military men-~1ajor General Robert Prescott ( 1797-
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1807); Lieut.-General Sir James Henry Craig ( 1807-1811); 
Lieut.-General Sir George Prevost ( 18 12-1 815), and General 
Sir John C. Sherbrooke ( 1816-1818), who had served as 
Second-in-Command to Wellesley in the Peninsular War. So 
too the Lieut.-Governors of Upper Canada had won distinc­
tion in the Army-Simcoe had been Colonel of the Queen's 
Rangers, Lieut.-General Peter Hunter had commanded the 
60th Rifle Regiment, Francis Gore had been a Major in the 
1 7th Lancers, Sir Peregrine Maitland commanded the 1 st 
Brigade of the lst Division at the Battle of Waterloo. While 
two of these were of Scottish origin, all were officers in Eng­
lish regiments and represented English traditions. 

On Major-General Prescott a sidelight is thrown by a 
Lieutenant Landmann, who attended a Vice-Regal Ball at the 
Chateau St. Louis, Quebec, in I 797 :-

"At length the General and his lady, Mrs. Prescott, attended by the 
Aide-de-Camp, the Deputy Adjutant General, Deputy Quarter Master 
General, etc., and a number of other officers on the staff made their 
entree, and being led up to the Captain-General, each lady made a very 
low courtesy, her knees almost touching the carpet, and regained an 
erect posture. Immediately on rising, His Excellency kissed her, and 
and although eighty winters at least had passed their chills through hit 
blood, it was remarked that he performed that agreeable part of his 
official duties with the warmth of his most youthful days." 

(Quoted in Sir J. M. Le Moine's "Maple Lcaves"-{ith series.) 

Lieut.-Governor Gore wrote in 1807 :-

"I have had the King's interest only at heart, and I have and ever will 
contend against Democratic Principles." 

It was only natural that the Administration should have 
had this military character, in view of the constant threat of war 
with the United States. In spite of the drain on England's 
army caused by the Napoleonic wars, the garrison of regular 
troops in British North America from 1804-1809 remained as 
high as 9,000 soldiers. At the outbreak of the \Var of 1812, 
the number of the regulars in both the Canadas had dropped 
to less than 5,000, of whom only 1,450 were in Upper Canada. 
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but when Brock took command, he lost no time in organizing 
the militia, and by his bri l l iant strategy saved the day for 
British North America. 

The attack on Canada was by no means popular with the 
Northern States, but the Administration at Washington con­
ceived this as an opportunity to retrieve a lost Colony, now 
that Great Britain was absorbed in the titanic struggle with 
Napoleon. Henry Clay declared:-

"We have the Canada; a. much under our command as Great Britain 
has the Ocean ; and the way to conquer her on the ocean is to drive her 
f rom the land. I am not for stopping at Quebec or anywhere ehe, 
but I would take the Continent f rom them." 

General Hul l 's proclamation was hardly calculated to 
appeal to the Uni ted Empire Loyalists who constituted prob­
ably hal f  of  the population of  Upper Canada:-

"You wil l  be emancipated f rom tyranny and oppression, and restored 
to the digni f ied station of  f ree men."  

Brock's answer ral l ied Canadians of  all  races to the Union 
Jack:-

"Where is the Canadian subject who can truly affirm to himsel f  that 
he has been injured by the Government of  Great Britain in his person, 
his l iberty or his property? Where is to be found in any part of  the 
world a growth so rapid in wealth and prosperity as thi , Colony ex­
hibits, &ettled not thi rty years ago by a band of  veterans exi led f rom 
thei r former �p �o �s �s �c �~ �s �i �o �n � on account of  thei r loyal ty?" 

Here is a ballad I have written about this gal lant Canadian 
soldier:-

SIR ISAAC BROCK 
(Tunc-"Captain Morgan's March"-Welsh) 

Sing of  a soldier come of  Channel  stock, 
Tough eighteen-twelver, Isaac Brock, 
None could be bolder, steady a! a rock, 
Canada's hero, hue Brock. 

Outbluf fed Yankees found him too adroi t; 

With his l i ttle force he took Fort Detroi t. (bi1) 
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Up through Lake Eric, giving Hul l  a shock, 
Swept into Sandwich Isaac Brock. 
Helped by Tecumseh, dared the guns to mock, 
Stormed over ramparts Isaac Brock. 

Outbluf fcd Yankees found him too adroi t; 
With his l i ttle force he took Fort Detroi t. (bis) 

Yankee invaders surely had a check, 
Met with thei r match in lsuc Brock; 
Three thousand Yankees muched to old Quebec, 
One had thei r muskets, Isaac Brock-

Namcd Sir IS.lac for his great exploi t; 
Guns were fired in England and Fort Detroi t. (bis}  

(International  Copyright secured by 
Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto.) 

In Lower Canada, Colonel de Salaberry with his French 
Canadian Voltigeurs, supported by Captain George Macdonell  
with his Glengarry Light Infantry, defeated an American 
force five times more numerous at Chateauguay, and General 
Boyd suffered another reverse at Chr} 'sler's Farm at the hands 
of  a small  composite force recruited f rom the marine, regular 
army, Voltigeurs, Loyalist militia and Indians. 

Fol lowing the Abdication of  Napoleon, Great Britain was 
faced with the problem of  re-establishing her disbanded 
soldiers, while there was already a surplus of  labour owing 
to the industrial revolution. Emigration to the Colonies came 
to be considered as one measure of  rel ief, and grants in aid 
were made by Parl iament. In 1831 the British Government 
circulated facts about Canada in leaflets which gave current 
wages, opportunities for taking up land, cost of  l iving and 
prices for produce. 

Since the army was for the time being in the discard, oppor­
tunities for settlement, such as were offered by the Canada 
Company, appealed to many who otherwise would have been 
soldiering. Two young officers of  the 2lst Fusiliers. L ieut­
enant Thomas Trai l l  and Lieutenant J. \\1. D. �~ �f �o �o �d �i �e � mar­
ried two sisters, Catherine Parr Strickland and Susanna Strick­
land, who fol lowed in the footsteps of  their brother, �~ �1 �a �j �o �r � 
Samuel Strickland, to the bush of  Upper Canada. Al l  three 
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wrote books about their experiences, and Emigration was a con­
stant topic in the magazines. \\'hi le some found the l i fe too 
hard, others thrived in their new surroundings. 

The influence of  a new en\•ironmcnt is noticed by Dr. 
\Vill iam Dunlop, \\'arden of  the Forests for the Canada Com­
pany:-

" I  f any one doubted the doctrine of  original sin and innate perverse­
ness of  mankind, the conduct of  the English �F �. �m�i �g �r �a �n �t �~ � arriving in this 
country would go a good way to convert him to a more orthodox way 
of  thinking. There have arri\·ed in the province v. i thin these last 
three year<, perhaps fifteen thousand Engli<h agricultural labourers; 
and it is no very great stretch of  the imagination to suppose that e' cry 
twentieth of  them, when at home, was a Poacher, or at lea<t had !Orne 
practical knowledge of  a fowling piece, and had in his days infringed 
on the law• of  the land, in defiance of  the wrath and displeasures of  
the Squire, the denunci.ation of  the p.arson, the terrors of  the gaol, 
the treadmill, the hulks and Botany Bay, and the disgrace which 
auaches to one who<e l i fe is an h2bitual war with the bws. Yet when 
these fellows have been a few months in Canada, they no more think 
of  shooting than i f  they were Coclncys. An<l �w�h �y �~ � Because here i t 
Would not only be a harmle« �a �m�u �~ �m�e �n �t �, � but an honest, respectable 
and useful mode of  making the two ends of  the yen meet; while 
there it was fraught with danger to both l i fe and chuacter."  

-From " In the Days of  the Canada Company," by R. and K. M. 
Lizars (Wil l iam Briggs and Ryer50n Press.) 

When George IV was succeeded hy \Vi l l iam IV, Major 
Strickland and his colleague in the Canada Company, decided 
to celebrate the occasion:-

"o n the apPointed day, e\'eryone within a radius of  ten miles gathered 
to do honour to the new King.-The party formed a circle by joining 
hands and sang 'God Save the King', accomp.anied by the Goderich 
?and, which was comPosed of  two fiddles and a tambourine . . . 
Ruic Britannia' followed as appropriate to the Sailor King. Then 
came a pail of  whiakey with a teacup floating in i t; and another pail 
filled with water for those 'weaker brethren' who di luted their toasts, 
i f  not their loyalty ..•• They danced that d.iy under the shade 
country dances and reels to 'The Wind th.it Shakes the Barley'; there 
were good old Engfoh games and ball playing for �t �h �o �~ � who did not 
care to dance the old King out and the new King in."  

-From "Twenty·Se\·en Years in Canada West," 
by Major Strickland. 
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The form of  Government created by the Canada Act of  
l 791 lent i tsel f  to the growth of  a clique or oligarchy, and this 
oligarchy came to be identified with the Church of  England. 
Since the Army Chaplains were Anglican and the officials, 
whether army or civilian, were so largely Engl ish, the forms 
of  religion that had no state recognition in England were be­
l i ttled by the clique known as the Fami ly Compact. Marriages 
solemnized by .'.\1ethodist and other Non-Conformist ministers 
did not count in law, and a bill passed by the Assembly of  . 
Upper Canada in 1824 removing this disability was disallowed 
by Governor Peregrine Mai tland's puppets on the Legislative 
Council. The Presbyterians, Lutherans, Calvinists, Methodists 
and Tunkers who formed so substantial a proportion of  the 
population might secure official power and advancement, like 
Dr. John Strachan, i f  they joined the Anglican Church, but 
otherwise they were in outer darkness. Bishop Mountain in 
1793 expressed the Anglican point of  view when he cal led the 
Methodists:-

"a set of  ignount enthusiasts, whose preaching is calculated only to 
perplex the understanding, to corrupt the morals, to relax the nerves 
of  industry, and dissolve the bands of  Society." 

The resulting Reform Movement leading to the brief 
rebellion of  1837, centred in opposition to this Fami ly Com­
pact, and when Lord Durham came to investigate he was frank 
in his criticism of  this cl ique:-

"Forti f ied by fami ly connection and the common interest fel t by all 
who held, and al l  who desired, subordinate offices, the party was thus 
erected into a solid and permanent power, control led by no responsi­
bi l i ty, subject to no serious change, exercising over the whole Govern­
ment of  the Province an authori ty utterly independent of  the people, 
or iu representatives, and possessing the only means of  inf luencing 
ei ther the Government at home or the Colonial  representative of  the 
Crown."  

During the Rebell ion of  1837, Mrs. M oodie's ballads were 
circulated throughout ( Tpper Canada and were effective in 
sti rring up patriotic fecling. She prints in Roughing I t f n 
The Bush a specimen of  these loyal staves:-



ENGLAND AND CANADA 

THE OATH OF THE CA.\ADIAN VOLUNTEERS 

Huzza for England!-may she claim 
Our fond derntion ever, 
And by the glory of  her name, 
Our brave forefathers' honest fame, 
We swear-no foe shall sever 
Her chi ldren f rom their parents' side; 
Though parted by the wave, 
In weal or woe, whate'er betide, 
We swear to die, or save 
Her honour from the rebel band 
Whose crimes pol lute our injured hnd ! 

Then courage, loyal volunteers! 
God will defend the right; 
That thought wi l l  banish slavish fears, 
That blessed consciousness sti l l  cheers 
The soldier in the fight. 
The stars for us shall never burn, 
The stripes may f righten slaves, 
The Briton's eye wi l l  proudly turn 
Where Britain's standud wnes; 
Beneath its folds, i f  Heaven requires, 
We'l l  die, as died of  old our sires! 
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The Rebell ion fizzled out, but as is well said by the authors 
of  In the Days of the Canada Company, it "had served to 
draw temporari ly together in a common cause those otherwise 
antagonistic." 

Lord Durham's report is a mine of  information on social 
conditions in Upper Canada:-

''I  have said that in Upper Canada there is no animosity of  races; 
there is nevertheless a distinction of  origin, which has exercised a very 
important influence on the composition of  parties, and appears likely, 
sooner or later, to become the prominent and absorbing clement of  
political division. The official and reforming parties which l have 
described, were both composed, for the most put, and were almost 
enti rely led, by native-born C.in.idians, American settlers, or emigrants 
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of  a very ancient date; and a' one sec1ion of  this more ancient popula­
tion po!sessed, so ano1her wa' the only body of  persons tha1 claimed 
1he management of  affairs, and the enjoyment of  offices conferring 
emolumenl  or power, un1il the extensi\·e emigr:ition f rom Great 
Britain, which fol lowed 1he disastrous period of  182S and 1826, 
changed the state of  1hings, by suddenly doubl ing 1he population, and 
introducing among the ancient dispu1ants for power, an enti rely new 
class of  persons. The newcomers, however, did not fora long time appear 
as a dis1inct party in the pol i tics of  Upper Canada. A l .uge number 
of  the higher elm of  emigrants, particularly the half-p;iy officers, who 
were induced to se11le in this Province, had belonged to the Tory 
party in England, and in conformi ty with thei r ancient predilections, 
natural ly arrayed themsch·es on the side of  the official par1y, con­
tending with the representatives of  the people. The mau of  the 
humbler order of  emigrants, accustomed in the Mother Country to 
complain of  the corruption and profusion of  the Government, and to 
seek for a reform of  abuses by increasing the popular influence in the 
representative body, arrayed themselves on the side of  those who 
represented the people, and altacked oligarchical power and abuses." 

L ord Durham's criticism of  the carelessness with which the 
emigration movement was handled was severe:-

"For instance, parish emigrants f rom England receive rations of  biscuit 
and beef , or pork, of1en of  bad qual i ty (of  this I am awue f rom 
personal inspection); 1hcy arc incapable f rom sea sickness of  using 
1his sol id food at the beginning of  1he passage •.. more particularly 
the women and chi ldren .. •. The most striking example, however, of  
the want of  system .:ind precaution on the part of  Government is th.u 
of  the old soldiers, termed Commu1ed Pensioners, of  whom nearly 
J,000 reached the colonies in the year 1832 and 1833. Many of  
them landed in Quebec before the instructions had been receh·ed in 
the colony to pay 1hem the sums to which they were to be enti tled on 
thei r arrival, and even before the Provincial Government L.new of  
1hcir departure f rom Engl.1nd. Many of  them spent the amount of  
thei r commutation money in debauchery, or were robbed of  i t when 
intoxicated. J\hny never attempted to settle upon 1he land awarded 
to them ; and of  those who made the a11empt, several were unable to 
discover whereabouts in the wilderness thei r grants were 1itu.ued. 
Many of  them sold thei r right to the land for a mere trif le, and were 

lef1, within a few weeks of  1hcir arri \'al , in a s1a1e of  ahsolu1c wani. 
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Of the whole number who landed in the colony, probably not one in 
three attempted to establish themselves on thei r grants, anJ not one 
in six remain settled there at the present time."  
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\Vith Napoleon in St. Helena, Britannia very definitely 
ruled the waves, particularly those of  the Atlantic Ocean. 
Peaceful expansion was now the program of  the Government at 
Westminster. Australia and New Zealand were found to be 
lands suitable for white settlers, and the Pacific was explored 
for purposes of  trade. The charts of  the North Pacific Coast 
made by George Vancouver were studied, and the trade devel­
oped by the East India Company drew renewed attention to 
China. Once more the North V..1est Passage came into the l ime­
light, and naval officers were commissioned by the Admiral ty 
in a succession of  voyages to discover i f  there were real ly a 
navigable passage through the Arctic Seas round North Am­
erica to the fabled riches of  Cathay. Captain John Frankl in, 
who took part in the battle of  Trafalgar, made three of  those 
voyages, the first of  which, starting in 1818, went through 
Hudson's Bay terri tory overland, fol lowing the trail blazed 
by Samuel Hearne to the Arctic shores, and charting the 
hitherto unknown Northern Coast. The third, in which he 
sailed with Captain Crozier in the "Erebus" and the ''Terror,"  
ended with his death in 184 7, but the inspiration of  his heroic 
onslaught on the Polar North fired the whole world, and 
brought imperishable glory to the name of  Engl ishman. The 
last that was seen of  him was by some Eskimos who told Dr. 
Rae of  the Hudson 's Bay Company that a few years before 
they had seen a party of  white men on the ice. "They were 
dragging sledges and a boat, and they al l  looked thin"  was their 
report, to which an old Eskimo woman added "One by one 
they fel l  down and died as they walked along."  

Incidentally, the Frankl in Expedition spurred on the 
Hudson's Bay Company to greater activity in exploring the 
North \Vest Terri tories and the Barren Lands, and prepared 
the way for the recent development of  Northern Canada which 
the aeroplane prospector has intensified. 
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SIR JO/IN FRANKLIN 
(Tune-"Blow, Ye Winds, in the Morning") 

I . 0, Frankl in crossed the Buren Lands along the Coppermine 
To find the North West Passage, for his thoughts did IO incl ine, 

Singing 
Blow, ye winds of  the North Pole, 
Blow, ye winds, hi ho! 
Blow away the polar night, 
Blow, ye winds, hi ho! 

2. So danced the first canoe brigade upon the Arctic waves; 
Between the cl i f fs and grinding Roe. they al l  but found thei r guves, 

Singing 
Blow, ye winds of  the North Pole, 

etc., etc. 

3. And when they lef t Point Turnagain, not more than hal f  came 
back, 

For al l  they ate wa' moss and bones they found along the track, 
Singing 

Blow, )'e winds of  the North Pole, 
etc., etc. 

4-. Then Frankl in took his voyageurs the way Mackenzie went 
To find the North West Passage, for he sti l l  had that intent, 
Singing 

Blow, ye winds of  the North Pole, 
etc., etc. 

5. And, barred by hosti le Eskimos and threat of  dri f ting pack, 
He fai led to make Point Barrow, though his men came safely back, 
Singing 

Blow, ye winds of  the North Pole, 
etc., etc. 

6. Then Frankl in took some ni lormen up nearer to the Pole, 
And thought to find a Pasuge where the icebergs keep patrol, 
Singing 

Blow, ye winds of  the North Pole, 
etc., etc. 

7. Two ships he manned, well primed with food, equipped to steam 
and sail, 
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The Te"or  and the Erebus-he thought he could not f l i l , 
Singing 

Blow, ye winds of  the North Pole, 
etc., etc. 

8. The Te"or  and the Erebus were never seen again, 
And Franklin and his sailormcn met death with this refrain, 
Singing 

Blow, ye winds of  the �N�o �r �~ �h � Pole, 
etc., etc. 

-From a Ballad by J. hn Murray Gibbon. 

(International Copyright secured by 
Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto.) 
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In the political history of  Canada leading up to Conf eder­
ation, the Engl ish Governors played an important part. Men­
tion has al ready been made of  Lord Durham. Then there were 
Lord Sydcnham ( 1839-41 ), under whose regime Upper and 
Lower Canada were uni ted; Sir Charles Bagot ( 1843-3 ), who 
did much to conciliate the French; Sir Edmund \Valker Head, 
Governor f rom 1854 to 1861, a poet and patron of  the Arts. 

The discovery of  gold on the North Pacific Coast gave 
a new interest in the Colony of  Vancouver Island and the 
Colonel  Secretary, Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, offered 
Governor Douglas jurisdiction over the mainland as well , 
with Judge Mathew Begbie to administer justice, sending 
out a detachment of  the Royal Engineers under Colonel 
R. C. Moody to bui ld a road into the interior. New \Vest­
minster was the name given by Queen Victoria to the new 
mainland Colony of  British Columbia, which amalgamated 
with Vancouver Island in 1866, the Capital  being transferred 
to Victoria. Over a mi l l ion dol lars was spent upon the con­
struction of  the Cariboo road, an investment which made 
possible the development of  a great mining industry, as well  
as justi fying British possession of  the terri tory north of  the 

49th paral lel . 
\Vhen the Eastern Provinces decided to enter Conf edera-

tion and the Hudson's �B�a �~ � C1mpany ga\'e up i ts sovereignty 
I 
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over the North \Vest to the new Dominion, negotiations were 
conducted by Governor Anthony Musgrove with Sir John A. 
Macdonald, and terms of  Union were agreed upon which 
included the extension of  the Canadian Pacific Railway across 
the Canadian Rockies to a terminal on the Pacific Coast. 
Governor Musgrove was succeeded in 1871 by an Engl ish­
born engineer, Joseph W. Trutch, whose excellent adminis­
tration earned for him a Knighthood. 

Among the engineers engaged in the surveys for the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in British Columbia, the most out­
standing was the Engl ish-born Walter E. Moberly, who 
discovered Eagle Pass and indicated to Major Rogers the 
probable existence of  the pass over the Selkirks, which was 
eventual ly located and used for the transcontinental line. As 
a boyhood friend of  Lady Macdonald, Walter Moberly had 
the ear of  Sir John, and when the latter returned to power 
af ter a temporary eclipse, it was Moberly who made Sir John 
realize that the terms of  Union specifying the construction 
of  the Canadian Pacific Railway must be adhered to, i f  British 
Columbia was to remain within the Dominion. The com­
promise terms offered in 1874 by the Engl ish arbitrator, the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon, were not carried out, and al l  the per­
suasive diplomacy of  the Earl  of  Dufferin fai led to conciliate 
the British Columbians. "Carnarvon Terms or Separation" 
was a slogan that had to be recognized. The railway was 
built, and in our own day British Columbia has continued to 
remain the most Engl ish of  all  the Provinces of  the Dominion 
of  Canada. 

The construction of  that railway brought a new army of  
settlers into the prairies. Here is a bal lad-

SWEET NELLY, MY PRAIRIE FLOWER 
(Tune--"The Farmer's Son") 

Sweet Nel ly, my prairie flower, 
As welcome in sun or shower, 
You come as a maid 
In garland array'd, 
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You rogue with your elf in power. 
You fol low the herd 
r\s gay as a bi rd, 
And whistle a country air; 
The notes are high 
As fairy can fly; 
The blue of  the sky 
Is held in your eye, 
The sun in your golden hair. 

Sweet Nel ly, my prairie queen, 
You rule in a wide demesne; 
We al l  must obey 
Your whimsical sway 
No rebel to intervene. 
With magical art 
You drive cv'ry heart 
For you all alone to beat; 
We plough and sow, 
For threshing we mow 
The grain that we grow, 
And loyal ly throw 
Our harvest beneath your feet. 

-From "Northland Songs, No. I." 
(Gordon V. Thompson Ltd., Toronto) 
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Towards the end of  the I 9th Century, over-population in 
England and agricul tural  distress due to Free Trade resulted 
in a heavy emigration through the port of  Liverpool. One 
of  the most publicized movements f rom England was that 
under the direction of  Archdeacon Lloyd and the Rev. I. M. 
Barr, when 2,000 Engl ish folk, at their own expense, emi­
grated and took up one block of  378 homesteads in Saskatche­
wan. After suffering hardships, due to inexperience, they 
developed into a prosperous community. Most of  the Eng­
l ish migration, however, was more scattered. with the result 
that the Anglo-Canadians are sprinkled al l  over the prairies. 
The largest number of  Engl ish immigrants to come to 
Canada in any one year total led 96,806 (these including 
Welsh). 
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In Robert England's study of  \Vestern Canada, he states: 

"It is remarkable the preponderating influence which the settlers from 
Great Britain in particular and Ontario have had upon al l  other 
settlers. Farm practice, business methods, local Governments, all show 
even in European Communities the impress of  British institutions, the 
English hnguage and Anglo-Suon methods and ideals. The Anglo­
Saxons are scattered more uni formly over the prairies than any other 
origin group. I f  anything, they show a greater concentration in 
Manitob<i." 

-From "The Coloniution of  \Vcstcrn Canad;i" 
(P. S. King and Sons) 

A SONG or MANJTOB.4. 
(Tune-"The Ploughboy") 

My father �w�~ �s � a farmer 
Who sailed across the sea, 
And came to Manitoba 
lkcause the land was f ree. 
A qu.uter section wu good enough 
To grow the wheat and the g.uden stuff, 
And though the winter he found was tough, 
He made good, did he!  

My mother was another 
Who sailed the sJme as he, 
And came to l\.-hnitoba 
To find what she could sec. 
A handJOme farmer was good enough, 
So when he asked he got no rebuff, 
And though the work made her hands al l  rough, 
She made good, did she! 

And now they're growing older, 
With chi ldren just l ike me, 
And here in Manitob.l 
Is where we like to be. 
We love the l i fe in the Golden West 
Where prairie folk are the \'cry best, 
And i f  you try us, we'l l  stand the tcst­
We'l l  m<ile good, wi l l  we! 

From �" �~ �o �r �t �h �l �a �n �d � Songs :\o. 2" 
(Gordon V. Thompson, Ltd., Toronto). 



ENGLAND AND CANADA 77 

Engl ish influence permeates al l  Canadian l i fe. We find 
representative English-born Canadians in every walk of  l i fe 
-in the Church, in the professions, in the Universities, in 
the schools, in industry and commerce, in mining, on the 
farm. 

The Hon. C. A. Dunning, P.C., Minister of  Finance in 
the Mackenzie King Cabinet, came to \Vestern Canada to 
work on a farm in 1902. Taking a leading part in the move­
ment for co-operative grain marketing, he became active in 
provincial politics, and became Premier of  Saskatchewan in 
1922. Four years later he entered the Dominion field in 
politics, with a temporary incursion into business l i fe when 
the Liberals were in Opposition. 

The late .:vtarjorie Pickthall, a lyrical writer of  great 
charm, represents a typical Engl ish note in Canadian l i tera­
ture. 

Our leading humorist, Stephen Leacock, was born in Eng­
land. That other Canadian humorist, Bob Edwards of  Calgary, 
who was himself a Scot, paid tribute to the Engl ish remittance 
man when he said: "He might have been green, but he never 
was yel low." \Ve are almost as well read in the English 
authors of  today as those who live in London, and fol low 
English politics as closely as i f  we were English taxpayers. 

The Rhodes Scholarship Fund provides an intellectual 
link between Canadian and Engl ish l i fe. The pick of  the 
graduates in Canadian Universities are offered by this Fund 
the opportunity of  studying in the most Engl ish of  Universi­
ties, and of  making contacts with what is best in English 
thought and custom. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

SCOTLAND AND CANADA 

"O Lord, we do not ask You to give us wealth, but show us where .. ,, 
I t IS. 

-Prayer attributed to a Scot. 

I N his introduction to "A Legend of  Montrose,"  Sir \\'al ter 
Scott gives his rea!'<ms for the a11pearance of  so many 
Scottish soldiers of  fortune in Europe. 

"The contempt of  commerce entertained by young men having some 
pretence to genti l i ty, the poverty of  the country of  Scotland, the 
national disposition to wandering and ad\•enture, all conduced to lead 
the Scots abroad into the mil i tary service of  countries which were at 
war with each other."  

In the days when Europe was in a state of  perpetual  war, 
the easiest way to emigrate was to go as a soldier. So you 
find Scots f ighting in the armies, for instance, of  France, of  
Sweden, of  Poland and of  Russia. \Vi l l iam Li thgow, writing 
in the year 1632, says that about that. time there were 30,000 
Scots famil ies in Poland. Scots were used to populate the 
North of  I reland, fol lowing the suppression of  the Ulster 
Rebell ion of  1607, and numbered 40,000 of  the Ulster 
population by the year 1640. 

The coming of  the Stuarts to the Engl ish throne drew a 
number of  proverbial ly needy Scots to London. The Stuarts 
were perhaps the neediest of  them all , hence the troubles of  
that luckless century. They stepped into the inheritance of  
Elizabethan England-England the mistress of  the seas and 
ful l  of  the pride of  Empire. 

The Plantations of  Virginia celebrated the virtues of  the 
Virgin Queen. The Plymouth Company had secured in 
1620, a charter for New England. And so in 1621 ' Sir 
Wil l iam Alexander, a learned and poetic Scot, easily won 
King James's assent to the scheme of  a Nova Scotia which 
at first was to bring renown and then considerable profit to 
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the throne. Sir Wil l iam was the tutor of  the King's son 
Henry, and thus had the ear of  the Court. He secured a 
charter granting him the terri tory roughly covered now by 
the provinces of  Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and of  
this he was to be Lieutenant-General  for James, who made 
the grant an appanage of  his Kingdom of  Scotland. Sir 
Wil l iam Alexander hoped to colonize New Scotland with his 
fel low-countrymen, but these did not come forward in such 
numbers as expected. 

The lack of  any war in sight may account in part for the 
fai lure of  Sir Wil l iam Alexander to divert the stream of  
Scottish emigration f rom Europe to North America, al though 
his Charter offered a truly generous choice of  benefits to those 
whom he hoped to induce to take up land, namely: 

"Free towns, free ports, towns, baronial villages, seaports, roadsteads, 
machines, mills, offices and jurisdiction; ... bogs, plains, and moors; 
marshes, roads, paths, waters, malthouses and their refuse; hawking, 
hunting, fisheries, peat-mosses, turf  bogs, coal, coal-pits, coneys, 
warrens, doves, dove-<:otes, workshops, malt-kilns, breweries and broom; 
woods, groves and thickets; wood, timber, quarries of  stone and lime, 
with courts, fines, pleas, heriots, outlaws, .•. and with work, foss, 
sac, theme, infangtheiff, outfangtheiff, wrak, wair, veth, vert, venison, 
pit and gallows .•. " 

Sir \Vi l l iam Alexander's New Scotland was on paper sub­
divided into two chief districts: 

I. Caledonia, representing the present Nova Scotia. 

2. Alexandria, roughly corresponding to New Brunswick. 

In order to complete the l ink with the original Scotland, 
the River St. Croix was renamed the Tweed, the St. John 
Was renamed the Clyde, and another river was renamed the 
Forth. Even so, the Colony fai led to draw i ts complement 
of  settlers, and i ts sponsors, therefore, suggested a new Order 
of  Baronets, who should earn thei r ti tle by purchasing six 
thousand acres and contributing £150 to King James's Privy 
Purse. James died, but Charles the First took up the scheme 
and confirmed the Order. 
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In the year in which Sir Wil l iam Alexander obtained f rom 
King James his Charter for Nova Scotia, the registers of  
Quebec show the first record of  another historic name, 
Abraham Martin, di t l'Ecossais (cal led the Scot), af ter whom 
the Plains of  Abraham were named. He was the earliest 
pi lot known on the St. Lawrence, and had a daughter who 
was the first wife of  :vtedard Chouart Groseil lers, the Mr. 
Gooseberry who helped to make possible the Hudson's Bay 
Company, as already indicated in the chapter deal ing with 
France and Canada. 

Richelieu, who knew Nova Scotia as Acadia, claimed that 
i t was already French, and sent a squadron to uphold the 
rights of  his own King and the Company in which he hap­
pened to be interested. By a strange chain of  circumstance, 
the destruction of  this squadron was achieved by a Franco­
Scot. David Kirke was the son of  a Scot married to the 
daughter of  a merchant of  Dieppe, and natural ized as a 
French citizen. The father, however, was a Huguenot, and 
was driven in exile to England. Here he entered into part­
nership with Sir Wil l iam Alexander in his Company of  Ad­
venturers to Canada, and in 1628, with the authori ty of  King 
Charles, fitted out ships under his son David to attack French 
ships and settlements in New France. David first seized 
Tadousac, then captured seventeen of  the eighteen ships that 
Richelieu had sent, and in the fol lowing year, on July 22nd 

. ' he forced Champlain to surrender at Quebec. Charles, how-
ever, had more use for cash than for such new possessions, 
and only three years later he restored New France to its old 
owners in consideration of  their remitting the unpaid hal f  of  
his marriage settlement. 

The Scots who had been induced to emigrate to Nova 
Scotia ei ther came back or were absorbed by thei r Frcnch­
speaking neighbours. Sir \Vi l l iam died, not of  a broken heart. 
but as the Earl  of  Stirl ing, while Sir David Kirke became 
the Governor of  Newfoundland. 

Acadia was recaptured by one of  Cromwel l 's expeditions 
in 1654, but was handed hack to France by Charles I I  in 1667. 



�~ �· �r �o �m� tl"' 1rnintini t hy J. JI . �~ �! �n �c �n �R�u �i �; �h �t �o �n � (<'hnteau 1le lt1111W••y, �~ �l �o �n �t �r �1  " �a �l �) �, � 

Bringing in logs for the Garrison at Qu<.'h<.'c (l7(i2). 

t'rom thP pain11nr b7 Chari ,.. �S�h �~ �l �d �o �n �. � 

Seob arri ,·ing at till' l<t·d Hin·r. in IXl3. ior L.or<I Selkirk's Settlt.'mt·nt. 



From the pa1n11nr hy C"'harl"' �S�h �! �' �l �~ �n �n � 

Scot:; :;ettlt·1 ... �l �a �1 �1 �c �l �i �1 �1 �~ � f rum tlw �h �r �i �~ � Ht-ctor at Pictuu, :'\ova Scotia. in 177 3. 

Cyru• C. Cun..o. 

Simon Fraser shootlllg' the �r �a �p �i �c �l �~ � of  the Frasc:r Rin·r. 
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I t remained a more or less possession of  the French ti l l  1 713, 
when most of  i t was ceded back to England by the Treaty of  
Utrecht. The name of  Nova Scotia was restored, and the 
first Governor was Colonel Vetch, formerly a Councillor in 
the i l l -fated Scots' Colony at Darien. 

The Hudson's Bay Company was at first an Engl ish Com­
pany, acquiring its Scottish complexion only in later stages. 
The first contact with Scotland was through the Orkney 
Islands. 

In the Hudson 's Bay Company's Order Book for the 
month of  February, 1710, we find this minute:-

"Captain John Merry is desired to speak with Captain Moody, who 
has a nephew in the Orkneys, to wri te to him to provide f i f teen or six­
teen young men, about twenty years old, to be entertained by the com­
pany, to serve them for four years in Hudson Bay, at the rate of  £6. per 
annum, the wages formerly given by the company."  

In the fol lowing year higher wages had to be of fered­
namely, £8 for the first year, £10 for the second, £12 for the 
third, and £ 14 for the last two on a five years' contract. From 
that time a large proportion of  the Hudson's Bay officials 
Were drawn from the Orkneys and the Highlands. "They 
are a close, prudent, quiet people, strictly fai thful  to their 
employers," is a description of  the Orkneymen quoted by 
Douglas MacKay, in his history of  the Hudson's Bay Com­
pany, "The Honourable Company". On retiring from ser­
vice, the Orkneymen tended to reside in the Red River Settle­
ment, and their descendants may be found in many of  the 
old \Vinnipeg families today. 

In order to understand the part taken by the Scots in 
the development of  the fur-trade by the St. Lawrence route, 
following the cession of  New France to Great Britain under 
the Treaty of  Paris, we must remember that there had been 
a steady migration of  Scots to the American plantations and 
Colonies for over a hundred years previous to the final clash 
between French and British on the St. Lawrence. At the 
time of  the Declaration of  Independence, according to the 
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historian Bancroft, there were 500 Scottish Settlements in the 
thirteen Colonies, representing 410,000 out of  2, 100,000, or 
roughly one-f i f th of  the white population. 

What made Scotland riper than ever for emigration was 
the decay of  the old Highland chief tainship and system of  
land tenure, a decay due to the union with the Engl ish. In 
the old days, �~ �a �c �d �o �n �e �l �l � of  Glengarry maintained a noble 
retinue, not because his land could well support such fol­
lowers, but because his l i fe was otherwise hardly quite his 
own. These were fighting days, and the Scot l ived by the 
broad claymore. But when the English way of  l i fe came over 
the Border, the chief began to count his chickens. There were 
red-coat soldiers now to see that l i fe was safe, and swords 
were less the fashion than the ploughshare. Those Flemish 
weavers who had come to England had made Yorkshire one 
huge factory crying out for wool; so out went the black cattle 
and the army of  retainers, and in came the sheep to the wide 
and profitable pastures. When Pitt demanded Highland 
regiments, these chiefs were glad of  the excuse to find the 
men, and the men were glad to do some soldiering. Other­
wise they had naught to look for save some wretched labour 
in some Lowland city. Cul loden was the last stand made 
for the Highland clans. 

As for the Lowlands, war had made there many a bitter 
circumstance. The Covenanters were mostly Lowlanders, 
hail ing f rom round Dumfries or Ayr, or else Kirkcudbright. 
'When the West sent out the call, they were glad to listen. 
And who can blame them? 

When Queen Anne gave her assent to the Treaty of  
Union between England and Scotland, in 1707, she gave this 
word of  blessing: 

" I  desire and expect f rom my subjects of  both nations that from 
henceforth they act wi th al l  possible re,pcct and kindness to one 
another, IO that i t may appear to all the world they have hearts to 
become one people."  
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But the memory of  the Massacre of  Glencoe still rankled, 
and the hereditary feud between so many Scots and English 
�~ �o �u �l �d � not be easily laid aside. Hardly had Anne been laid 
in her grave when the Old Pretender raised his flag, and 
�t �~ �i �r �t �y � years later Prince Charlie set the Highlands in revolt. 
1 he antagonism between Scot and Fngl ish dissolved more 
readily overseas in Canada than in the Old Country. 

The Rebellion of  1 745 lef t many a hare estate in Scotland, 
and many a well-born Scot set sail for Canada, hoping there 
to found a new fortune, ei ther as fur-trader, or perhaps 
fighting the English, who were in the Colonies farther South, 
and had not yet set certain foot on the St. Lawrence. When 
Wolfe came to Quebec, he found it garrisoned not only by 
Franco-Scots, such as the Commandant de Ramezay, but also 
by good Jacobites, whose hearts must have been sore to have 
to fight the Frasers that \Volfe brought with him. But before 
\Volfe came to Quebec, Louisbourg, on Cape Breton, must 
be captured, and the outposts of  the Canadian French 
destroyed. 

Cape Breton was the refuge for the French driven out of  
Newfoundland by the Treaty of  Utrecht, and Louisbourg 
Was its chief citadel. It had been captured by an expedition 
of  New Englanders f rom Boston in 1745, but four years 
af ter was restored to the French. Then came the Seven 
Years' \Var, when France and England fought to the death 
for the Empire of  the \\Test. 

I t Was Duncan Forbes of  Culloden who suggested to the 
elder Pitt to draf t the Highlanders into mil i tary service. 

"W hen al l  England went mad in its hatred of  the Scots, Pitt haughti ly 
declared hi t esteem for a people whose courage he had b<:en the first 
to enlist on the side of loyal ty."  

-From J. R. Green's "Shorr History of  the Engl ish People."  

Simon Fraser raised the 78th Regiment, which in 17 58 
saw its first service at Louisbourg. Here, too, fought the 
Black \Vatch, or 42nd, while the 77th .Montgomeries, who 
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shipped out with the Frasers, were sent on to attack Fort du 
Quesne, the site of  the present Pittsburgh. 

In June of  1758 Wolfe landed his men under the guns 
of  Louisbourg, and by July 27th the fortress had surrendered. 
In the following year he was sent to capture Quebec. The 
story of  that memorable siege and assault has been told too 
often to repeat here. I t was the Fraser Highlanders who 
scaled the Heights and showed the path to victory. 

That path was shown to \Volfe by Major Stobo, a native 
of  Glasgow, who in 1754 had been a prisoner of  war in 
Quebec. He escaped with two compatriots, Lieutenant Steven­
son, of  Roger's Rangers, a Virginian Corps, and Clarke, a 
carpenter of  Leith. They met under a windmill: 

"probably the old windmi l l  on the grounds of  the General  Hospital  
Convent. Having stolen a birch c;inoe, the party paddled i t al l  night, 
and, af ter incredible fatigue and danger, they passed lsle-aux-Coudres, 
Kamouraska, and landed below this spot, shooting two Indians in scl f ­
defence, whom Clarke buried af ter having scalped them, saying to the 
Major: 'Good sir, by your permission these same two scalps when I 
come to New Yorlc, wi l l  sell for twenty-four good pounds; with this 
I 'l l  be right merry, and my wife right beau.' They then murdered 
the Indians' fai thful  dog because he howled, and buried him with his 

" masters. 

-From the Memoirs of Major Robert Stobo, Pittsburgh, 1854-. 

Then, commandeering various boats by the way, they 
ended by capturing a French sloop, in which they landed at 
Louisbourg. 

When Montcalm died and \Volfe had fal len victorious 
on the Plains of  Abraham, it was a Franco-Scot, Major de 
Ramezay, who handed the keys of  the citadel of  Quebec to 
General James Murray. 

The Fraser Highlanders were popularly known to the 
French-Canadians as "Les Petites Jupes," or, alternatively, 
as "Les Sauvages d'Ecosse." Joseph Trahan, an eye-witness 
of  the great encounter, has said:-

" !  can remember the &:otch Highlanders flying af ter us with stream­
ing plaids, bonnets, and large sword...-l ike so many infuriated demom 
--over the brow of  the hi l l ."  
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'fhe Frasers wore the ful l  Highland dress, with musket 
and broadsword. Many of  the soldiers at their own expense 
added the dirk and the purse of  otter's skin. According to 
Browne's Hi.story of the Highland Clans, some of  these dirks 
are sti l l  preserved, notably one carried by Sergeant James 
Thompson, of  Tain, which on the blade shows seven heads 
of  kings wearing crowns, while on the hi l t are carved on the 
woodwork emblems of  the Masonic craft. The bonnet was 
cocked on one side, with a sl ight bend inclining down to the 
right ear, over which were suspended two or more black 
feathers. The feathers worn by the officers were those of  the 
eagle or the hawk. 

During the winter fol lowing the siege and capture, a 
number of  the Frasers were quartered in the Ursul ine's 
Convent. The nuns were so distressed at the bare knees of  
the Highlanders that they begged General Murray to be 
allowed to provide the poor fellows with raiment. 

General Murray's considerate treatment of  the French­
Canadian subjects was what might be expected of  a Scottish 
Governor. In a memorable dispatch, he referred to them as 

"a uce who, could they be indulged with a few privi leges which the 
laws of  England deny to Roman Cathol ics at home, would 900n get 
the better of  every national  antipathy to thei r conquerers, and be­
come the most fai thful  and most useful  set of  men in this 'American 
Empire'."  

After the Peace of  1763, the Frasers and Montgomeries 
Were offered grants of  land to settle in the newly conquered 
country. Many agreed, and f rom their settlements in years 
to come Canada was able to raise regiments of  vounteers 
whose loyalty and valour proved her salvation in her hour 
of  need. 

Typical of  these soldier settlements was that at Murray 
Bay, where Lieutenant Fraser and Major Nairn farmed their 
well-won seigneuries. It was f rom such settlements that the 
first battalion of  the so-called Royal Highland Emigrants, 
the 84th, was raised in 177 5 under Colonel Allan Maclean 
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to repel the American invaders. Quebec was largely gar­
risoned by Scots against the assault of  Montgomery in that 
year. Such a Scot was Hugh :vt'Quarters, the gunnt!r who 
slew Montgomery himsel f  together with his A.D.C.s in the 
assault, when, fearing God and keeping his powder dry, he 
fired his cannon down the fatal  path. But al l  the Scots who 
garrisoned Quebec were not Pitt's soldiers. Some were such 
as Cameron, a fol lower of  Prince Charl ie, who emigrated 
af ter '45 and became a true Canadian. \Vhen offered pay for 
his services in the defence, he refused to take it. " I  will 
help,"  he said, " to defend the country f rom our in vadt!rs, 
but I will not take service under the House of  Hanover."  

During the war which culminated in the capture of  
Quebec, the fur trade natural ly suf fered; but British rule 
brought a new element that made for sti l l  greater activity, 
namely, the Scots merchants of  :\1ontreal. At this date the 
American tobacco trade was already in the hands of  the so­
cal led "Virginia merchants" of  Glasgow, and as the �B�r �i �t �i �~ �h � 

supremacy extended north into Canada, the enterprising Scot 
natural ly coveted the sti l l  more profitable fur trade, some 
taste of  which he had al ready known in Albany. The traders 
who fol lowed in the wake of  the British army seem to have 
lost no time, for we find one of  them on the scene before 
hostil ities were actually concluded. Alexander Henry - a 
native of  the Scottish Colony of  New Jersey-who has lef t 
a vivid account of  his adventures, accompanied General  Am­
herst in his advance on .Montreal and saw the possibilities in 
this fur-trade. \\'hereupon, he says, " I  hastened to Albany, 
where my commercial connections were, and where I procured 
a quanti ty of  goods with which I set out."  He came toMichi l i ­
mackinac, the centre of  the \Vestern fur-trade, in 1761, and 
joined forces with the old fur-trader, Jean Baptiste Cadotte, 
of  Sault Ste. Marie. Discarding his British clothes, and 
assuming those of  a French-Canadian voyageur, Henry met 
with more adventure than success. However, in 1765 he 

• I 

obtained from the commandant at Michil imackinac a license 
for the trade of  Lake �~ �u �p �e �r �i �o �r �, � and, with M. Cadotte and the 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































