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CHRONICLES OF CANADA:

BEING

ROBERT GOURLAY, Esq.

ROBERT FLEMING GOURLAY,

“THE BANISHED BRITON.”

“MAN 15 A RECORDING AFIMAL.”

U'Wo ll

CONCERNING
THE CONVENTION AND GAGGING LAW,
1818,

MR. GOURLAY’S ARREST AND TRIAL,

PRINTED AND SOLD
AT THE A
“JOURNAL” OFFICE, ST, CATHARINES ;
SOLD, ALSG, BY
CARTER & BENTLEY, KING3STORN.
1842,
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Principles and Proceedings of the In-
habitants of the District of Niagara,
for :uuii:'w' iz his Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, respecting elaims

i

of Sufierers i War, Lands to Mlili-
tiamen, and the gemeral benefit of
Upper Canada.—Trinted at the “Nrscara

1818, —Pri

T0 THE INHABITANTS 0F U
St Catharipes, District of Niagara,
Frienps anp Frrvo
WE lay before you the I‘:mmp[e
and Proceedings of the Pe ople of this
District, and, evample being better
than precepl, we have now only ear-
nestly to entreat you to join in the
cause. You will here find that we
have been oppo sed, 1'«‘1" op] f«)mﬂ on has
ws. It would swell too
much, this little Publication to give @
list f_:f Subseril but they will be
Sound, week after week, in the Niaga-
ra Speclator, as room will a(/me[—
They alr eur[;/ amount o upwards of
nine hundred, and are daily inereas-
?'HL:;'. JMa ey have '!"'I-{-{ /(‘/‘ the Jd-
dress, which is only this day prepa-
red, and will be /n(md below.
ROBT" HAMILTON, | Representa-

Ofhce co, one shilling, ¢'y.

ANADA
”4.’” 1818,
YW SURIEOTS

A

Sprerator”
IRIEN
PER A

Dt

T
gl u(’h

{

slren

WM, ROBERTSON, | L.H‘s ju.‘ (he
CYRUS SUMNER, { Disiri
JOHN CLJARK, J

A frue copy, WAL T KERR, Seereiary.

To tie Resident Land Owners of Upper Canadi,
April 2nd, 1818.
GENTLEMEN—Your Parliament is broken TES

Nivgara,
second time broken wp, from employment of the
most vital toport to the honour and well beipe of
the provinea! !'—Good Ged ! what is Lo be the end
af all this?

For my own part, gentlemen, I had litile hope
of sutistaction from fhe siiting of Parlizment, after
perusing  the the
throne ; and this little was entirely extingnished

Adnnnistrator’s speech from
with the disgusting reply made to that speech, by
yYour representatives.  That & man who had s

" : : :
the best part of his life in Upper Cauada—whose

every interest and affection rested here, should
even read u speech, not only containing mean sen-
timents, but nolifyving a measure, provoking in the
extreme to the feelings of a large body of his suf-
fering countrymen, was indeed lieart-sickening ;
What conld we expect—
what sensation could swell in our breasts, when
we found mwen, employed und paid by these very
to guide their affairs and watch over
their interests, bowing down to kiss the rod of af-
fliction, and in retury for a most insulting offer,
granting a receipt in full for demands, equally just

and well authenticated?

yet this was not all ;

suflerers,

Gracions [eaven ! Did we, the offspring of early
civilization—the first hope of genuing liberty—the
fuvonred wards of Divine revelation, come to this
the degradation of our
humbled beneath the rude savage who
Surely, British blood,
est II“T. 3 W ill learn to
3, and yeb sustain on ity rising tide, that

new world, only to witpess

and be
|

ranges the desert

kind,
woods?

whon it has ebibed to its lowe
flow agaui
generous—ihnt noble—that manly spirit which first

called forth applause from the admiring world.

[t has I_l{_’l‘.l my fate Lo rest here nearly two
months, viewing at a distance, the scene of folly
and canfnsion—by turns serious and by turns jocu-
lur, that the serious might not sink into the melan-
I have sdvised—I have in doty offered ser-
on went Lhe sport, till vester-

cannaon annocunced to us that the

choly.
vices, bit in vain s
day, when the ¢
play was over;
of the Administ
down from the throne (o the chair!

and now we have the second speech
rator, who has appropriately sunk
Gentlemen, the consfitution of this province is

in danger, and all the hlessings of soeial compact
B2 a2 1

are running to waste.  [For three years the laws
have been thwarted, and set aside by Execulive
pawer: for three sessions have vour Legislators
sal 10 Assembly,
strous—Lhe hideous abuse,

and given sanction to the mon-
A worlhy catastro-
phe has elesed this farce of iovernment; your
Commons and your 'eers have quarrelled, und the
Jatter would assert, thai the constitutional charter
What is to be
Do you expect any thing from a new Go-
Do vou ex-

of Canada may be trifled with,
done ?

vernour —you will be disappointed.
pect any thing from a new set of representatives !
—ihere again you will be deceived. Your mem-
bers of Assembly are now at home: compare their
characters with those around them, and you will
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find them equally honest—equally wise—equally
independent. Now, that they are returned to so-
ciety, as private individuals, T should be the very
last man to call in question their worth or Lheir
probity ¢ they are probably every way above par.
It is not the men, it is the system, which blasts eve-
ry hope of good ; and, till the system is overturned,
it is vain to expect any thing of value from change
of representatives, or Governours.

Tt has been Lhe cant of time immemorial, te make
mystery of the art of Government. The folly of
the million, and the cunning of the few in power,
have equally strengthened the reigning belief; but
it is false, deceitful and ruinous. The people of
every nation may, at any time, put down either
domestick tyranny, or abuse—they may, at any
time, lay a simple foundation for publick prosperi-
ty; they have only to be honest, and, in their ho-
nesty, hold.

In my last address to you, I said that the British
constitution was ‘““that Dbeautiful contrivance by
which the people, when perfectly virtuous, shall
becomeall powerful.” Did you mark these words?
—did you weigh them?—they are as important as
they are true. We, of all men, have least to op-
pose us in correcting the errours of our constitu
tion. The British constitution has provided for its
own improvement, in peace and quietness; it

=)
w

given us the rignr of petitioning the Prince or
Parliament ; andthis exercised in a proper manner,
ig competent to satisfy every virtuous desire.

My present purpose is not to dwell on theory ;
but to recommend and set example in the practice
of using this glorious privilege. As individuals,
we have a right to petition the Prince or Parlia-
ment of Britain; and we have a right to meet for
this purpose, in collective bodies. My proposal
now Is, that a meeting be forthwith held, in each
organized township throughout the province. I
shall take upon me to name the day for the meet-
ing of the people of this township of Niagara, and
soy, that on Monday pext, the 18th inst., I shall
be ready by 12 o’clock, noon, at Mr, James Rogers’
Coflee-Ilouse, to proceed io business, with who-
ever is inclined to join me. The peopie of each
township should, T conceive, at meeting, choose a
representative and clerk. The reprosentatives
should assemble from the several townships, with-
in each district, on an appointed day, to draw upa
petition to the Prinoe Regent ; and which could,
soon after, be got signed by every well wisher to
the cause,

The district meetings should, without delay,
hold conference by representatives, each respec-
tively choosing one, to meet in a provincial con-
vention, and who should arrange the whole busi-
l’)GaS-—dl\pﬂ.tC]] Commms:wners to England, with
the petitions, and hold eorrcspondcncc with them,

OF CANADA.

as well as with the Supreme Governmenti. Twe
or three Commissioners would suffice; and the
necessary cost of carrying the whole ably and re-
spectably into effect, would require bot a trifling
contribution from cach petitioner.
out of bounds to reckon on ten thousand petition-
ers ; and a dollar from each, would make up a sum
adequate for every charge. [ should recommend
tlie subscriptions and payments to commence af
the first township meetings—the money to be paid
te the clerks, who should keep in hand one-seventh,
for local and incidental disbursemenis, and pay

over the remainder to a Treasurer, to be appointed
in cach district, by the representatives, at their
first meeting. Beyond making choice of represen-
the less that is done at town-
ship meetings the better: debate, of all things,
should be avoided. The clerks should minute
transactions, and keep a list of subscribers, which
should immediately be published in the ncarest
and week after
weelk, in the same manner should be reported,
The publick would thus, at once,
rength and growth of the cause,

It is not going

tatives and cleris,

newspaper within the provinee,
ad-
ditions.
the st
have vouchers for the

Bee

as well as
payment of cash. Every
transaction should be plain, downright, and open
—every principle should be
every proceeding be made known.

to view or inspection

declared—

> simplicity of all this and the ease with which
is obvious:
more mipute detail, at present, would be wasling
time. No man, by
more than a dollar; and no responsibility what-
ever is incurred.  As I take upon me to name the
day of meeting for this township of Niagam, so
that meeting may appoint days for the meetings of
other tewnships, and for the district meeting ; see-
ing that it can be matter of no consequence who set-
tles such points, provided tle business thereby, has
a fair chance of commencement, and that the whole
system of petitioning may proceed without doubt
or delay. No man,

!

it may be accomplished, to go into

joining the canse, can lose

upon such solemn oeccasion,
should say, “ 1 am greater than another, and will
not be seen acting with him :” no one should say,
“1 am less, and therefore presume not to set my-
self forward.”™  On such an occasion, and under
such circumstanees as the present, every party,
and every personal prejudice, should be put down;
every cye should be resolutely bent on the ene
thing needful—a radieal change of system in the
government of Upper Canada.

I address myself particularly to Landowners, be-
cause their interests are most deeply involved;
but every man resident in Canada—every man who
is & lover of peace—swho desires to see this coun-
try iudependent of the Ilnited States—who de-
sires to see a worthy connexion maintained be-
tween this province and Britain—every man, in
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short, who has a spark of sincerity or patriotism
in his soul, has now suflicient cause to bestir him-
self.

There was a time when Israel was famished
with intense drought. Day after day, and weck
after week, the uncovered sun rose, only to fright-
en the pation, and open more wide the yawning
fissures of the scorched earth :
however, faith in lsrael;
brought, at last, salvation to the expiring multi-
tude. Let not the ancient record be lost to these
modera days; let not the signs and figures of the

—there was vet,
and the faith of a (ew,

rmaterial world be thrown aside, as vain emblems,
Hlustrations, and manifestations of the wiil, the
Henever deserts
his creatures while they are true to themselves,
and faithful to him, while they honourably put to
use the Divine gifts ofrationunlity. The course to
be pursued, by the people of this province, at the
present juncture, 1s that Lhe who runs
read : they have only to pat truet in the sue-
of their own virtuous endeavoars ; and suce-
will as surely follow as day succeeds to night.
hebitants of this township of Nia-

power and the goodness of God.

g0 clear,
may
Lal o)t

CLE5

Yes, worthy
gara, you may begin the necessary work with con-

115

fidence. The little cload which rose from the ho-
rizon, at flirst no bigzer than a man’s band, grada-
ually expanded—mantled over the relentless fuce
of a burning sky, and at last showered down re-
freshment on a thirsty land.
The good whiclh may result not only to this
province, but to the general cause of truth, should
these praposuls be cheerfully and alertly adopted,
surpasses all ealenlation. It wonld be needless
sant on the subject.

ek spirit in the

for me now to desc [ there is

really no publi
ready thrown
18, let it now be shown;
raore urgent.

country, 1 have al-
too moch of my time; if'there
for

away

never was occasion
1f the people of Canada do not now
rouse themselves,
whereon to exi

they may indeed have plenty
but that *“right

which exalteth a nation,” they will have no claim.

The farmer may plod over his fields—the mer-

chant may sit drowsy and dull, in his store ; but the

Lo LCOUSNeES

life, thie vizour, the felicities of a prosperons and
the su-
periority of publick management in the United
States, will bother all hope of competition ¢

happy people, will ol be geen in the land;

Ame-
rica will flourish, while Canada sinks into cempa-
rative deeay ; and another war will not anly bring
with it waste and destroction, but icnominious de-
feat.

In the scheme proposed, I will accept of no ap-
pointment ; but persons scting in it shall have my
utmost azsistance, and I shall make clear to them
every course to be pursuned.

come to a head,

As goon as matters
all inforination collected by me,
shall be at the disposal of the Commissioners ;and

0P CANADA. 3

even better consequences may be expected from
this popular movement, than any that could have
follewed from the Parliamentary inquiry, had'that
been allowed to proceed. It will shew, that
though the rights of Parliament may be trifled
with, those of the people of Upper Canada are not
50 easily to be set at defiance.

The Assembly of the lower province, is to peti-
tion the Dritish Parliament, as to their trade:
your representatives are to petition the Repgent,
as to their ileges 1 when [ found wmy petition
set aside and despised, at York, I dispatched one
unmediately, to be presented to the House of Com-
mons, in England, to call attention there, to Cana-
dian affairs. Al this will go for little, if some-
thing else is not done.

privi

You have read in the
newspapers, of my scbeme having been discounte-
nanced by Ministers at home: you have read of
specnlations upon making the best bargain with
the United States, for these provinces.
whenee all this proceeds :

I know
I know what would
open the eyes of the people and government at
liome, to the true value of the Cunadas, and put
an end to such unnatural—such disgus
and all this I shall be happy to explain, as
One thing [
am very sure of, that il the people of Canada will
only do their duty,

ting sur-

113§

goon as explanation can be useful.

as honest men, and as brothers,
in unity, not only every just claim may be paid by
next Christmias, bat a foundation may be laid for
this province becoming speedily the most fourish-
ing and secure spot on the habilable globe.
ROBERT GOURLAY,

TOWNSIHIP MEETING.

Niagara, Ajuf-’ ]2‘;, 1818 —Wmien m\ T nuIneroeus
meeting of the inhabitants of the tow:r
having been held at the Tlouse of J\s
DAVID SECO] D, Esg. M. P. being called 10 the
chair, the address of Mr. Gonrlay, 1o the Resident
Land Owners of Upper Canada, dated April 2d 181,
was read over, and its whole tenour and sentiments
unatimously approved of.  In conformity Lo the
commendations therein contained, the meeting procee-

ded to elect a representative andd clevk, when Hobert
Hanolton, of Qle on, Llsquire, was appointed o
fill the former situation, and Joka Hoss, of Nagara, Es-
quire, the latter, A committee, also, was appointed
to forward the views of the meeling, viz:—Timothy
Street, Jokn Hagan, W G, H.rp«‘.unu:, and  Robert
Jlum‘r, Esquires.

Monday, 20th of this present month, was nawed as
a proper day for the meetings of other m\vn\]u[m with
in the distrie! of Niagara, and Mond: ay 29th, for the
meeling of the repr 'ui.llx‘m. from the variens town-
to be held at Saestas’s tavern, 8t. Catharines :
the eommittee duly te edvertise the same, and take
i1 steps as to them shall appear requisite, for fir-
thering the good canse.

Py

suc

The thanks of the meeting were then nn: inimously
voted to David Secord, Esq. for his publick spirit in
coming forward, on this aceasion, and liberally filfil
ll'w the duties of the chair.

DAVID SECORD. Chuirmen

A troe capy,  Jonx Ross, Clork
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TO THE PUBLICK.

It having been stated to me, by some of my
friends, that the publick mind was impressed with
the idea of my having participated in, and sanction-
eéd, the recent improper and unwarrantable publi-
cations of Mr. Robert Gourlay, I conceive it a do-
“ty which I owe to the Government, to the province,
and to myself, to declare, that, beyond publis!
a statistical report of this province, he had peither
my approbation nor my eounterni

In making this declaration, 1 tr
our of my life justifies my asserting, that factions
discontent never originated in wy breast.  Having
said this much, in vindication of wy own senti-
ments, I shall, in order to prevent erraur in, and
rescue from distress the heedless proselytes of Mr,
Gourlay’s “one thing needful~—viz: a rad
change of system in the government of Upper Co-
pada,” transeribe for their information, an extract
from the common law of the British empire, which
bears on the point of unlawfil meetings or conven-
tions, viz :

“The constitution of Great Britain having pla-
ced the representation of the nation, and the ex-
pression of the national will, in the Parliament, no
other meeting or convention, even of every indi-
viduzl in the kingdom, would be 2 competent or-
gan to express that will; and meetings of such a
nature, tending merely to sedition, and to delude
the people inta an imaginary assertion of rights,
which they had before delegated to their represen-
tatives in Parliament, could only tend teintroduce
anarchy and confusion, and to everturn every .
tled principle of government.”

An aet of Parliament was passed in Ireland, in
the vear 1793, to preventany such me s or'ean-
ventions ; and a few ignorant ind ; in
the same year, bad dared to assemble under that
title, in Scotland, were quickly dispersed, and {
leaders convicted of seditious practices; for which
they were sentenced to transportation.

I shall conclude witl: recommending to all, to
weigh well how they attend to visionary entlhnsi-
asts. THOMAS CLARK.

Niagara, April 18, 1818,

PUBLICK NOTICEH,

Ix eonsequence of a handbill having this day ap-
peared, signed by the Honourable Tuosyas Crarsk,
of the Legislative Couneil, in which an attewpt is
made to stigmatize the principles adapled by the
Niagara mecting, the committes, appointed by that
mcetin,r,r, recommend the pEtUp!L‘. of* other town-
ships, (where any doubt may exist, inconszequence
of Mr. Clark’s handbill,) to postpoue the e
of their representatives, until u future day of meet-
ing is advertised.

Great as the necessily is, for an instant a
being made to the Supreme Government, re
ing the state of Upper Canada, the comu
would by no means press any measure ul
gality is proved, and its propriety luirly
in the publick mind. They pledze 1 o
shew, n a few days, that they are not only nght
in what they have done, but that the Hou, Thom-
as Clark is grossly mistaken.

(Signed for the Committee,)
ROBERT ITAMILTON.

Niagara, April 13, 1818,

st that the ten-

W

ed
shed,

Y.
f

ves

‘Till there is time for further broof, the following
will testily the strange inconsistency of Mr. Clark.,

O CANADA.

To Merk of Township Mecting, 15 April, 1815

Glueension, 13th April,

Nz zrara.
1818,

Sin—You will herewith receive two dollars—one of

¢ the other
ient ihle b

W. G. HEPEURNE.
we saw Mr. Clark giv
to Mr. Heph e, for1

most obe

e the dollar
lies purpoge

THOS,
JAMES

DICKEON,
KIRBY.

Graptham, April 20, 1818,

This dity, a numerous meeting of the inhabitants of
the township of Grantham, having heen d at the
house of Paul Shipman, and Geo. Adams, ILsq. being
called 1o tie chair, spoke in substance as follows @

Genrrevex—I am happy to see so many of you
assemnble here this day, on the present oc .  You
have heard thie add of Mr. Robert Gounrlay read :
you have likewlse heard the address of the Hlon. Tho-
mas Clark ; and asit has been your unanimous vote,
that I should be ta the ehair, 1 beg to make a fow
remarks on tl [ assnre you, gens
tlemen, if 1 e 1 any one
sentence of Mr. ng Lo sedition,
I would be come forward Lo sopport
it. Yo atin the address of the
Hon. Ti ik,
impfeess: ol your mi that our
tends tosedition ; but allow meto s

ther

18 Al err

ay; it

inio.

e been acquainted with you Lwexnl

Our Years,
s particul i

rly in the late
» when vou all
es and properly in
Genllemen, your

went forward and exposed yous

defence of your King and ¢oun
loyalty is nof, and cannol he
Mr. Go other
you to be intimida v the addre
k, wh i
it to suppress sec

llee

he hon.
uded
—at a
i a slate
r thessume

en; is not

ous meetin
that the

S

of open r hellion, and when gn‘v;r:n‘mirm:‘. {
1

on in Scotland. TI

were gol
tlie case I be s for-d
au ce plein the

British
ham.

:, than you in Lhe toy
{ be doing Col. Clarl
10t ta hold him in th

Wol
e you

R

ng his lfe and

ntlemen,

But, g
o not think he has
', than you have
L for meeting
and qrietly o
onr mothey coun-

e, and I
L your loye

petition the Ir !
and let

» [irovinge.
> logl properky,
18t cloim fo ask

d 10 elect a representative
th—when WILLIAM HAMILTON ME
. wasappointed to il the former stati
. Bacy, the lal A
appointed, to forward the views of this mesling, viz:
— Williwn Chisholm, Cl fngersol, fobert Cumpbell,
Awmos MoK oy and James Dedrick.

The thanks of the meeting wers then voted to Me
Robert Gourlay, for the disinterested manuer in which
he | come forward in rmcﬂe.gvmu'ing io promote the
prosperity of this provinee.
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The thanks of the meeting were also voted to Geo.
Adams, Esq. for his epirited address on
and his able and impartial conduet in

Gro. A. Bavr, Cierki, Gl

When the meeting had fnish
about dispersing, Mr. Gourl
some townships; toadvise ¢
on his conduct, and the right «
were proved to be un!mxmh‘-!, acy
whereupon a dinner was ordered, and, My, G. heing
invited to partak large party sat dovrnu and spent
the evening i the most conviy

this ocecasion;
ey
Chairman.

L ‘lIJii
7y wlin biad been wisiti
Ulu the

S, were

¢

i

iersions cost
Lto pelilion,
n-'»nf.nf arrved ;

The following toasts were
¢ The Xing," (with cheers
“The prosperity of the pProv
By William \Ivr'lH l«q—
contribute Hn to Iim prosy
Nu‘ My, l—4¢ May !h-
prmnm' hp\lw m‘v improved.
By I. Clark, I —t \l.l\' theadherents of Mr. €
lay be-evere numm aged in th i
J-v Geo. Adams, Esq.—* The

1ven,

)

by the Chairman.

er Canada.”'
every township
the provinee.”

of the

nce of Upy
May
)i:\ of
n;u'

. B

TOUT-
adings
Admimstrator.

3y Mr. Gourlay—¢ May the representati f s
\I.ue\tv‘ m llp-wn Cangda, ascend from the chair to
the throne.’

Some of the company desiring an explanation of (g
toast, Mr. G. rose and replied—That, as un\-ul'tiu’
views had been attributed to him, and a: Maet-
ings as they had this day held—meati pure
purps of petitioming the Sovereign—had heen stio-
matised as illegal and sedilious, hie pave this
the most loyal which he possibly th
the oceasion. The or lgving in I
to Parlisment, exp him as addre g that Lio-
(i) o ﬁom the chair,”" had virtually deprived the pro-
vinee of the Royal presence, and let dawn the digs ity
which it was his duly tomaintuin.  This wasa m
ter of more consequence tan might &t first be-sny
sed. On the part of the Ministers at home, there was
& glaying indifference to the provin-

tons

k of,

could

fay
speech

Achin

concerns

ces 1 and when publick prints ventur to hint at the
bartering them away to the Uniled States, for their
value in cash, it was high time for the people 1 1o

support their own «i»s_\_.uu b y markine cve Fy
wards their degvadation.  Tre loyalty did not causi:
in mere pussive submission @ 1t consisted in watching
over every part of the constitution; at onee, with j
ousy and aftection.
By G. A. Ball.—¢
a reformation.”’
]J\' the Re

enlatives unde

. Mr. Williams—¢¢ May marality
e, IFum]l‘fu-n: L the provinee, n
iip of Grantham '—[n\' a wag, in ag
““wwhere there is so much room.

By George Adans,
mies of the United King
dependancies, be drowned

May 1
of" (nJ: sal 13
18 dranglit?

Esg.—*

iT 1in and he-
—{( Cheors:)

i U

20¢h, 1818,
of the inhabitans
al the house of 1
" Mr. Robert Gourlay,

f.’.‘h
This day, & numerous
the township of Loutl, was
ert Runchie, when the Addr
to the Resident Land Owne Upper Canada,
April 2d, 1818, was read o an atldress to'the
publick, sighaed by the Honourable Thomas Clark, and
o eounter nddress to the publick Robert Hau-
milton, Esquire, representative for the lownship meet-
ing of Niagara, when the whole tenour and senfiments
of Mr. Gourlay's address was unanimaon approved
of. In (-(-ninmm‘, t¢ the recomme nflm-w therein
contained, the meeting proceeded o 5 ey
tative and clerk, when JOHN CLARIK, of Louth,
quire, was appointed to fill the ner situation, and
Wintian J. Kere, Hsquire, the latter.

The thanks of the meeting were then unanimously
voled to' My, Robert Gour for his able assistance in
\ue]mlf’of‘thp provinee. By arder,
ned) JOHN CLARK, Representafive.
A \runrn” Wietaan J. Kenr, Clerk.
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Stamford, April 20th, 1818,

1d land-
Liouse

numerous meeting of the i

of the township of Stamford, held at the

haek, Jous IHarnv, Esquire, being called Lo
the echair, it was unanimot agreed, that we petitiom
e Prince Re sowe eustained an the

hour under.
£ l'!. il represents ative and
I'Y wasappointed to fill
M Crieve, the latter.

late war, and st gsas we lal

The meeting procesd
el 1'}.; when JOHMN 1, LEF

situation, and

Ill GH
Iso was appointed, to forward the views

Smith, Johe Howison,
L Do .

were then unanimeusly
L spirity in co-
,and [ -ll:l!m; the duties
HARDY, Chairman.
Huen M Crigve, Clerk.

i, Viz s— Frederick

Al

o forward on Lhig
of the chair.

A true

on,

copy

Aprd 20th,

AL a meeling of the inhabitants of the tow ship ol
Gainsbharough, held a ¥ 1o the notiée and recom-
mendation of the inbabitants of Niagara township, for
i neasures for petitioning the ice Regent, re-
+ the state of the provinee—Joun I Tavror
s called to.the ehair. Mr. Gourlay's address
the second day of April, 1818, was then read over, and
its principles approved of ; whereupen JOHN KEN-
NEDY, Sen. was chosen representative, and Grorer
Samrmarw, clak, A committeeto forward the business
within the township, was then ap pointed, consisting

Gainshoron i, 12818,

ol George Hensel, Charles I\ wnadyf. William Dils and
Berajal Williams, JOHN TAYLOR, Cheirman.

Gk Suipman., Clerk.

Licrtie, . 218,

A numerous meeting of tlie respect: itants
of this tow been convene t the house
of Matthiz s Orway Pass, . being
calléed to aeld 2ol Mr. G ¥, and
otlier pape ient Land Gwaers of Upper
L) 2d, 1818, were read oand

nd seniiments nnanimonsty appro-
mendations Lheres
led 1o eleet a repre-
l(l‘u\l L1 , of ]m!l:)

s and

mformily 1o the

meeling

senlativ
Esquir

1, of .,u||| the T.‘sln
of the et !H'
Thomas Ot. Pa
orward ondl
r the duties of the chair.

THOMAS OTWAY
A true Copy. J. ArrLEGA

unanimously

pubili¢k spirit

coming for

PAGE, Chairman,
rTir, Clerk.

At nusecond
reparted that n

fowns m,. it 1' wing been
nient Wa. Powenr,
u!\u al’ representalive, it w

oy

Eeqg. to attend to the

then upanimon Jonw Baxrer, Baq,
take mpon him the: duiies that office {ded W,
Poserr, e llu niol attend Lo ]l. heen found
necessy G + gl I be chosen, to for-

WS | David Damecood,
arles Hu’" and Henry Warren were elected to fill that

The thanks of thi
to. M. Rabert Gogs i
assisting, us in ll-v retuatest I
ng lo w\ a method we

voted
nerosiyy
carthy by
present un-

‘.il u‘.'
in the

pres are
derta
WARREN, (hairman.

A trus copy. g1, Ulerk.

Note, inserted inthe Niacara Sreeraton, of April 23

The f'ummf!.’n' of Niagava mecnt to kave obitain-
ed a Lawyer's opinion, to liry before .'J'n" publick, to
.~rri‘1x.]r,v every ane as lu thea J_q'f;.f Q‘f British sulijects to
meel for pelitioning the Prince or Porliament ¢ but
in the variows townships, this vight has been so spi-
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ritedly maintained, and cvery one is 50 well srr{i,:-)‘r_ed
on the suliject, that it would ralher be thowght an in-
sult to Luy before the publick any legul avitority.
In many tmonships, the business of choosing represen-
tatives and cleclks. has been already done; lut the
newspaper of to duy, cannot give publicity to more
then three.  Those lownships which postponed their
fnesiness, on the suggestion of the commitice, are now
vequested Lo mect for choosing representatives and
clevks, on Saturday second of May. 12 o'elock, {f no
other Notice is sent round; and al all events, the re-
presentalives and clerks from the various townships
pcsted to meet ad Shipma's tavern, St, Co-

e v
tharines, on Mondey dth of May, 11 o'elack . .
—bring with them their lists of subseribers, and the

contributions. A Treasurer will that day be chosen
—and « petition be drawen up to Loy before the pid-
lick, for amendment or vemark.
(For the Commitiee,j ROBT HAMILTON,
A trug copy.  Jons Ross, Clevk.

Az the publick throughout the province, cannot be
g0 well informed of all circumstances, as they are in
this district, the Commiltee give the following ex-
tract, [the whole is now re-prinied,| from a leiter
written by Mr. Gourtiy, which appeared in fhe JNi-
agara Speetator of the 23d April. in support of
their priveiples; and they doubl not but these, with
the senliments expressed by individuals, at Township
Meetings. will be quile sufficient dn settle all question
on the sulject, wherever any may e started.

et uf Niagaira.

of the I

Lo the warthy fuhalla
N

GenTLEMES—The above placards huve already
spoken for themselve It is now my duty not
oaly ta defend my character as an individual,
to maintain the grand eonstitnfional right of all
British subjects—the right of holding meetings
for petitioning the Prinee or Parhiament.  This
!‘ig‘hi‘, a Legis!

taoare, April 21st, 18148,

but

slative Couneillor has dared to gt
tionand tradoce ; hut woe Lo every attempt w
would lessen the liberties of the people, and viti-
ate the orucles of truth,

Gientlemen—DBot [or
ous, the infimous plac
fore you, yes lay woun

10C

iz now pleced be-
been a day of con-
cord and confi vesterday, Lhe sun of regene-
ration would hove risen to Upper Canada, without
a clond ; bot it will yetrise, and shine more bright,
triumphant over the murky clouds of the morning.
The history of Mr. Clark’s unhappy proceedir
and the defence of my own conduct and principles,
shall follow, after T have first established the
weightier matter of the law—onr undeniable and,
till now, unquestioned, right of petitioning, and of
holding publick meetings for daingso.  The right
of petitiomng is one of the grand articles of the
Bill of Rights solomnly passed into law, when the
British people had driven one Sovereign from the
throne, and were about to establish in it another
more agreeable to their will.  No act of Parlia-
ment is hall’ so sacred as tlis—the second great
charter of British liberty, ]

It emanated purely
from the people, uninlluenced by sovereion power,
or unswayved by domineering aristocracy ; and the
era which gave 1t birth, stands emblazoned n I
tory as our glorious Revolution, The Parliament
of Britain has never questiove:d this great right of
the people, and the people are in the constant ha-
bit of exercising their right.  The meetings of last

o
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year, in Fogland, at some of which 20,000 people
were collected together, were all held under this
grand conslitutional privilege, and pet a guestion
was made regarding their legality.  The Parlia-
ment of Britain never attempted to suppress even
the Spa-fields meetings, which excited 1n the minds
of some, the greatest alarm ; and I, myself, was
in the House of Commons when Lord Folkstone
presented a petition from one of these meetings,
ou the evening of the very day on which 1t was
Leld.,

VWhat is all this which Mr, Clark has set before
the people of Upper Canada, as a bugbear to frigh-
ten them out of the exercise of their most sacred
right?  What is this quotaticn from the statute
Lbook? what are Lhese stories to us, which con-
cern the Irish rebellion and the conviction of trai-
tors? Is it possible that Mr. Clark could serious-
ly believe that be conld for any length of time im-
pose, even upon the ignorant, or appal the Limid,
with recitals of this nature 7 Can any man read the
act of Parlimment, which hie has gooted, and not
pereeive, thut it lins no eye whatever to peaceable
meetings,  The act clearly specifies the sort of
weetings which it was framed to repress—meet-
ings “tending merely to sedition, and to delude
the people into an hnaginary assertion of rights.”
In the name of God, T agk, where is the symptom
of sedition to be discovered in this province?  Un-
less frow the mouth of the Hon, '"homas Clark, I
never heard a breath in Upper Canada which could,
by the remotest construction, be applied to any
thing of the kind, The puore and ardent loyalty
of the people here, has been one strong influence
with me in exerting myself towards improving the
connexion of Canada with the mother eouvntry;
and 1t excited in me peculiar feelings of disgust
when I read in the uewspapers, that surmises were
on foot for bartering away such peaple, like slaves,
to the United States.  If'1 am guilty of sedition,
why does not the IHon, Themas Clark do his da-
ty and biing me to trial?  Mr, Clark kuew ol the
Niagara meeting, and of my being present there,
yet he suffers me to o at lurge to advise and at-
tend other meetings—nay, not enly am I poing at
; gong

large and doing all t but 1 dare the highest
Magistrate in the province to lay hands upon me.
There 1s thus no alternative for My, Clark, but ci-

ther to do his duly, and arrest me, or to leave me
alone, and 3 isfy the world that he las
been wolully imposing on the pnblick by assailing
my conduct and prineiples—wofully aud wantonly
scandalizing the rights of the Canadian people.
Doubting that the ignorant and tinnd might not be
sufficiently austounded witha quotation of law, Ar.
Clark seeins to expect that my “ heedless prose-
Iytes” will be certainly driven from their meetings,
and appalled, for ever, by u reference to an Insh
act of Parlinment, and a hint, as to what befel the
ignorant in Scotland.  In the year, 1798, every
body knows, that rebellion was nearly burstin
out, bothin Great Britain aod Iveland ; and every
bady knows that soon after this, it did hreak out
in the latter. T myselfvisited Ireland, in the mudst
of its fiercest rebeliion, when T was allowed 1o
land and pass along, only from being known to the
commander of the King's troops,  1had, thus, bet-
ter opportunities than Mr, Clark, of being nequain-
ted with the stale of that country, and the neces-
sity for strong measures on the part of Goy-
ernment ; and I was still better informed than he
could possibly be, of the situation of things In
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Beotland, T attended the trial,
one of the chief offenders, and remember well, on
what gronnds he and others were transported.
They were charged with halding secret meeting
with administering oaths of secrecy, and having
warlike arms in preparation for carryinge their de-
signs violently into execution.  Who would not
wish to see men convieted of such practices, * sen-
tenced to transportation?”  Have [ doneany thing
of this sort? have [ held secret meetings? have |
sworn any ene to secrecy, or been an advoeate for
caths? have I or my proselytes, au\' thing te do
with warlike arms © Merey on us, for, by and by,
the Honourable Thomas Clark will accuse us of
sedition for eating our food, and of treason, for
meeting together, in church, to pul up our prayers
to the Almighty !

After the publick, fo whom Mr. Clark’s placard
is dedicated, have been so grossly insulted by him,
I am persvaded it would be but further insult,
should | say another word on this part of the gal-
ject. [ only wish that T could here stop and let
Mr. C lcu“\ rest i quiet, among ““ visionary enthu-
siasts ;" but ty rlu:v both to myself and the pub-
lick, calls londiy for JullF or explanation,

From the first paracraph of the placard, it would
seem asif [ was dependant on Mr. Clark, and that,
without the approbation and ceuntenance of this
very self important personage, 1 h;:.} a right to do
nothing in this world, T 0 Hx’ deny that I am in
any way dependant upon him, or that, atany sta
of my siatistical inquiries, I have been ruled by |
advice or anthority. My first address, printed .1r
York, was never, till its publication, shewn to Mr,
Clark ; and \‘\.J\-}] respect to my ‘‘recent improper
aud unwarrantable pnblication,” who could ever
stuppose me under fus patronage, who now does lns
““duly to the Government, the provinee and him-
zelly” by protesting against them? The insinua-
tions of the placard, groundless as they may be,
are yet nothing to w hat Mr. Clark has vitered in
publick, or-'nf'm«r me. Yesterday, he attended
the meeting of his own township, and there, [ am
sorry to sav, disgraced himself, in o manner be-
yond all precedent. r. Clark stond forward at
the Stamford meeting, and declared that I was a
person wholly without means of subsis T\?m'c—l hot
the dollar he gave Mr. Hephburne, was meant far
my private aid, as a poer man—-that be ]nd lent
me money, in Englaad, which 1 had squandered—
that 1 had not a fuot of land belongine to we, in
Upper Canada; and that my sole objeet in what
1 was now about, was to gel possession of the mo-
ney subseribed by petitioners.  [f n dozen honest
wen had sworn that Mr. Clavk was capable of such
declarations, | wonld naot have believed them, be-
fore the abselute fact was proved ; and I trust that,
under eireumstances, the publick will excuse my
stating the truth, as to my private affairs, which,
upon any ordinary oceasion, would be quite imper-
tinent.

1 became aequainted with Mr. Clark, lor the first
time, when he was at home, during the war, He
then came to Wiltshire, and spent a few weeks at
my houso. T am the oldest son of 1y father, who,
at that time, was in possession of a landed estate,
. Scotland, weorth, with its stock, upwards of
£130,000. Having, for some years, been involved
& law suit, on a question which unluckily my
father had 1:11:@01]001\‘0(] he had withdrawn from me
his countenance, and T was left to the support of
other friends, in prosecuting my suit.

My situa-

in Edinburgh, of
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tion being known to Mr, Clark, he volunteered to
me a loan o[ £500. Little more than a year after
thig, my father's affairs beeame involved.  Till the
age ol'seventy-five, lie had carried on the most ex-
tensive agricultural operations of any wan in the
kingdom ; and for integrity, as well as perfect
knowledre of business, ranked in the very hirhest
class,  When the exposure of aflairs took place
not enly my father and family were cenfounded
with the result, but the whole conntry was se, It
could he s :('mm.r'f] for in no way but from the na-
tural decay ofage. My futher lind lost his memo-
had been the prey of all
who had the wickedness to impose upon him. With-
ina month after this, seeine that { conld ne Im]ger
expeet to return to my native covntry, and I\r."‘p
m: the rank which T had, from my infiney, enjoy-
ed, 1 resolved on going abroad, and had my inten-
tion communicated to Mr. Cla The fall of my
fortnne, inereased the rancour of the person with
whom T was at law. le would consent to no
terms of settlemnent, and I liad to remain more than
a year fighting out the battle. My lawyers failed
Lo earry my « { sizes. [ instant-

ry. and for several years,

1
]

ise hefore the A
Iy published an address—liad this address put into
the hands of most eminent counsel, i Liondon,
with a snitable fee, and thus obtained a confession
that T was right. T then¢ned in Chancery, for a
new trial, and carried paint, though npp:wvr!
by five lawyers, who wi i
ding. My cause was
fore a Ji
covering what I pled for with i:
of three suitz, T'he moment -
made arrangements for the conduct of my farming
eancerns, and came here to look ont for future o ap-
erations ; and here I will come, with my
us s00D as '1]1 is settled at howe, which my friends
are now giving their aid to {'L(,‘l“l‘m!lll.‘«nl, st Sep-
tember, fied Mr. Clark that a fair settlenient
of my farming concerns would leave me a rever-
sion in capital, of wu‘m\ thousand pounds, after
paving my debts. My delayed departure from this
cauntry, however, has ereatly altered my linpes of
this !‘l!: |'!(’:-“Wir‘:nT of My 0w perse .-;1;-}1(’1],
there 1s a pru\' on for my wife and ehildren, of
30 per annum, which my fate or conduet cannot
afiect.  So far from Leing reduced to have my
wants here supplied by Mr. Clark's charity, he
knows well, that [ have yet credit at home, as far
as travelling expenses require, and that my bill to
liim, for £330 received last autumn, was daly hon-
oured.  About two months noo, I wished to draw
fur a In rger sum; not the slightest objection was
made to my credit, by Mr. Street, the partner of
Mr. Clark; bat, as he was not full of cash, he ask-
ed me Lo accept of a temporary supply, and it was
agreed to defer drawing on Londen, until T shoald
require an additional swm. In the township of
Dereham, T own 566 acres of land, which belenged
te my wife before her marriage with me; but
which she has since made over to me; and, how-
evor trifling this may be as to value, it was a very
proper ground upon which to cluim attention, in
the petition which T sent to York, to be presented
by Mr, Clark, to the Parliament then asse embled ;
for, upon coming to the province, § fonnd it great-
ly depreciated, or rather nnsaleable.

That 1 wish to pockel the dollars subs ed by
the prople of (Janddd for the management of their
publick interests, is a waorthy finish to Mr. Clark’s

:_. re-
-m.rl the rosts
was seitled, T

S5
| =a

I5t

declarations. 1 advised the peaple to pay this in-
T == s
= f e —
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chozen by
it I wonld
hil receive
vhat
compence me for the time
nt, and such benefit the pub-
lick of C have certainly no right to grodge;
but it i certain, that private emolument, nei-
ther first nor last, has been my sparinwhat I have
done. 1 never wascovetous of alth ; bal-I have
enjoyed the pleasure of thinking my
E‘ll Lo the er-mn, of my fe
the hope that I may ace
making this pravii
for the
a life time of persecuatior
consideration of what is alre
will form soime comparison |
me, ag to “unwarrantable public
us crpl ofl hl t-ml])]“l expasure,
t]P(‘l-If‘ll 1§ given,

Tt will be remembere d,
mentioned, that since I Im] addre
as o publick char 3
ln gaood ]\m
fer It W
time, after his
Dic
hands t
din

to tlie hands of Clerks and Treasure
themselves ; and [ expressly staled, t!
accept of no appoin That I o
henefite from: the suc 5 CHilse,
encouraging ; it may
and money 1 have sp

no ”Ji"\?](' T

stain me ”;.\‘1:_-_}1

poor of Engls

i
soma wee

that ther
hand of
Saturday
fo call at the

no relrospect

ship had been st
twWo n'a-Jm;

Printing-(

Clark had just sent in pt of his pla-
card. l Tpan looking at it 1 seut to the beart.
I hun ely wentto Mr. Wm. Kerr, his brotli-
—told him what I had nd, | .
qth e to t H‘ [Ton. 1 Dickson’
\\'.‘1('-1'0 Mr. Clark would be fouml.
Lher we w I ud Mr. Dickson liag

gone (o a Roger's Hotel, and
lllr e wWe I k\lnr‘ them on onr return. T most ear-
nestly entreated Mr. Clark, on his own account,
to withdraw lis publication, but in vain; both he
and Mr. Dickson were alike inupmoyable - and 1
found that the placard, which bears only the
ture of ona, was, | 1, the joint producti
these two honourable gentlemen. My, Dickson
had pruned Mr. Clark’s itieg, and had search-
ed out, from h sitory, the notable quota-
tion whieh nov before
Ta conclude, 1 the u’n”e en, tha they
persisted in printing the pl: , I'should certain-
ly, in return, think myselfbe l:l"l by no delicacy c-.l‘
exposure. My, in that cas
would never speak with me —=za the
is iaw at issue, and todetermine iL, T pr
out SCI‘IIpIt’: or dread, ‘
The propriety and fitness of every hums
must depend on circumstances.  What, in one
case wouhll be very wrong, may, inanother, be ne-
cessary and proper. My publications, for the last
two mont l):-. l;.nn H;Hw‘r] the passions of m uny un-
reflecting people against me, and wany have forni-
c‘]JmJnmnnh concerning them, altogether errone-
ous, owing to the partia -.=\.a.=\\‘ faken of the snh-

1
i

as a b

alear,

Digkson de¢lared

naclion

ject:
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I am not corscions of a w:)rfl of mine Iminr
out of joint. My first addre 1z studiously la-
boored to please ; vet we have seen the coliort of
Augusta, with a udge, o priest, and a scribe, as
leaders, come fory ard in a Iurm.ll charge aoninst
it not spurred or by hasty passion, but after the
mature cogitation of nearly four months. My se-
cond address wa very different nature. T did
not expect that it vas to gain at first; universal fa-

it hid s st one hearty admirer.
a the first part of it to press, T called
il Wm. Dickson, and read the

-

of a

- tHon

it was then composed. Mr.
.;r 1 it that be nnmediately
ired my ace l*p? bsl of a
il ; which I thanked him
week after weel sprong

fents ofthe moment, and eacl was c,.ll]-
appropriate character and dress. The
strator, never would have had
3 l:-JI for in accident of my not vrulL:n(- off
k before alone with the
to 5‘.5 ication of Ma-
ne paper,

ther week.
Sre h‘*—ul Lo pre=-
W (]1\,3

ICArance;

wid 10 a

L from my

letter

e mix-

st was

1s a friend in private

m for the neglact of publick
v from o trost, whicl
d me to repose in him,
i antly worded,
l time to set Imlh

Lon this ur’r':':sluu

yde

¢ wonder how I conld nf,n_

M ame me for the t‘\pn.»-urL

of tiufles, or the ise <-| any languzee of s PVerity,
ule nm I lnd been bent, for seven i]]ullll)‘i

My wh

Libnn of the va

L he rained 1y A

per Canada. Tl tadldress had
heen ace so far, v ulmost ex-
peci hut mrexper > in the provinee had
convin me, thit [ could not honestly use the
Tow Ik %, to draw: peeple abrsad, tu a

couniry

|
gwernment was so scandalously
:u!mlm i

pil,  No > -_|m§\'(? TROTEe n'n(ruiy ;}Hui1lsl.
than Mr, Clark ; indeed, 1=hed me, one
day before g mll_vlu ¥ “af it would nat justify
rebellion? nnl won had, abont the same
time, declared, .|| here, that if matters
ke wonld vather five under
thay British Goverrment, Thohgh
L very decorous for a Legislative Coun-
o utt uetn a speech; before British officars;
where els:, 1 before all the werld,

3 ertainly, if things dra not
ter, in Canada, the Uniled

i ;(wln eamare desirable place of residence:
.’\!l]iel(i:‘ h Tam ofthis opinion; vet I would not, for
wmoment, that My, Clark’s question, utider
any , could be answered in the affir

." 1811

were not mlh,.r'd\n e
.’m.

Um:

it

I Ceen

or any shall,

back

lTl:HI\{‘. \vh it af g ning remains free
to our exercise. , T say more, snch a ques-
tion, even withoit an answer, stands up.mo,msl
Mr. Clark’s appeal to “ the tenour of his hfag"

and manifests tha
iginated in his breast.

* hag *oris

tious discontent’
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If Mr. Clark could put such r question to me,
1 regent

which T before the Omnip

God, that he did—if ie could put suclya guestion,
without even an atterpl refarm, throneh the
)’if,‘li('(‘-:il:l“ exercise ol our right ul';u"!l"tn'x ¥ what
lanryace was unwe ntable” for me te use, to-

Vards him wlho lll'llll‘t] me the tenefit of my ¢
stitutional right of pe T][IUIIIII'T and who would
etition to the Legishture of
to do

to lay the mound work

present u pi
vinee, while it was his bounden duty
petition which was
lll(‘ﬁ\'iﬂ“‘ the ("\"IF f'ﬁi W ]m h he and Mr.
loudly
comple
templation, from t
bours?
I ani altoget
anly had app
one man hid
up befare
rest withoa veérdict
1 men never, to
heard of.  Silly
may be expected from ther
and such a preductio
1 counsel ¢
Hous the extreme.
placard has stirred
Liymisg

hon of ¢

(.HIHUA ‘H:' .l_\

tely ba

tand w1
herat a i one

g ped of confu

we i e getiled vur

of 1nst
my
'!jc!lb,-!

]

kr n:\ﬂ
and sha

&

ow

ex1sll
,(mm

conduct,
ema e o
is confounding

One part ol

find, in more than If wnd i
I mean hi

tem 1n the

doubt, 1

card maker
ehange of s
pada,” The
ry sonsitive;
their actions and iu
of 2t. Androw’s College, sat
elbow chair, whi
to the A dr tap 1
He saw the fire and bl
one glanee. "The ¢
stantly formed, and
Le le .tpl}-] to tl
s for the
tly venle
said His putie
down
was but thi

The word
ed :—to the
tion: or, to
ment—=the management—itlie adininist
Britain, think of petitioning, for ael
of ravernment, in the first sense—a changeea
stitution.  We are
tion; but roar loudly, and. petitipn
the government, l-llc'-u in the latter
manpgement—Lrthe administr o, To
fora chance of covernment, in
quite different :—here we anay
chat of o0V Innn nt,

B) 1ervon
nothinge to

OTE Moren o

1 :
e Nnis \.ul"

ttion of
the mapnl

erin this worl
vy d

s nusery,
for the
awn [fom the well.”?

and bless

your
snonient

be variously

rovernment,
ne of woye

of carr vine on Ll

Ii nmeat—the co

the mode

We never

EEN

itution of Upper Ct
& merely on iI e anthority ofa
Parliament; and all that i nstitule
subject to repeal, by the same power
ed i, das the \'.un!. af our ¢
presely andieate.  The con
nada is to eontinve only *“during
of this uet ;
of government here, we do nothing more Ll
done every day at
ment af an act of
though I had uot

ar f-m"

_[ he lfnsu rOnmen

| statute ¢

Littliona

tuton of U

liome,
the

lJa]IU-

Dickson so

W llu b 1 looked upon as

man

s1011—il

minds Lo

do with
fessor
in his
tettle

vl eon-
all plersed with the conslitu-

he
pe titjon
Ipper Cunada, is
:.J.[,‘|_\ ||:‘HII(>I] fora

in every sense of the word,

E o | enac i~
pper Ca-
the ¢ontinuance
ul shonldiwe pettion for a change

ANADA. g

for n fresh act, whieh would freeus from such pests
as Legislative Councillors, to boot . perhaps, too,
we might petition fara throne, instead of a chair.
I either the one hon. gentleman, or the other,
heen as well inelined to examine strictly my
words, as they are zenlous to blacken my chiarac-
ter, and prove me to be a fuel dnd a rogue, they
iolit have discoverad, that these words did not go
1') the spirit of illiberality,
J £pe f “achange of system in
* What is in the government,
tit « Lhe wine ina bottle, is
Through allmy w ritings, it will be
ke of the sy and =ometimes
stem, with that which ruled by
ouritism.” The system of pat-
in the government of Lip-
v considered to be the oreat
withont this is put down,
tle York, will come back
better | but, bringing with them
nothing better for the couniry. ILvery one won-
d t the influence of Dr. Strachan ; "1 men of no
y—-of no e xperienee 1o the world ; but they
lgr 1|!L‘ nuture of the tools w hich |m\c
o his hands. Itrequires no earto play
n, and little strength to. drive a horse
yet the one nny give spirit to a dance,
eonvert wheat into flonr. 1
Strachan has not ron some Jittle
me little favour, for every Hou-
e, that ever went up Lo
Such ¢ small sweetl cour-

JI:IU

a

g

to the extent that Ihl'_\

have imagined.

the goyvernment.
cannot he Lhe ¢
not the bottle,

md ¢l
[ identified this
“patronage und {
ronage and favouritisn
per 1 ]I"\.""
bane of prospen l\

all Lieg

sten s

nada,

tlo not cc
been pu
i lJ"l\'! 0
1o a il :
and the other I
n 1 Dr.
errand, or done

X

(Ili!]l:x'
h=|f“
ltoeetlier
Assen-

R

vingr, and are a
embers of
1e Dactor's 1
man. wha would
e, every

]

sl n

m;lan |:~ ( [

markt
: aml tremble, every
have a glice of land—loolk at me and tren
man who would desire to get stnoothly ongin Up-

On the other hand,

two illors who have posted
re nob quile iming
liseontent never ori-

H1pS th

Clannt

v would ra-

lose the game
“otheir

avinee go Lo ruin, thai
favguritism—operhaps
rowould ¥ love darkness ra-

of patronage and

deeds bein

ther than { iz true, that Governotir Gorg
iz oone, who le them Honoorable, and ot fo
Mr. Clark the monapaly: off on the rap-

G GOMmMIng

+ but otl G
Jir John Shenbrook

Sinea Mr. Diel
character and fealings,
| the tonch-stone of truth.
et accident, Lthata member
hunting land, wh the
which helwas paid to Lo
v |.5';_‘1£"1'||“.[. Under ex
: a. duty to
<ive oL Lo 1l
l"nr!b'.i‘n" t effecting no
since (old me, that he

land, while he we
SOme years
he Tpdian -'<
on tl

sen 10 the lower

, TIOW.. a8 o regard

us by hosw-lie
It eame to

by

ymbly Wi
Lusiness-for
York, was
cireumstanae

ufter

shameful
i WOSE W

f L
<] 1A'w\-l!‘, O IILI’

e OIng
real
purpose. My, TH
also wus hlsy

York. Mr.

ool

caus

tracl ol i, COor
6,000 ny

unaey

founetl of" T
Calanel

res, by s
influence of
saetion, sofme other Jlsdl-

a, of )
togelher the
15 this traps
and My, Dicksen’™s title Tas

hung




L0 CHRONICLIES
dublo. While at York, My, Dickson had a peti-

tion drawn up to the Prince Regent to confirm his
title to this land ; and to give weight to the peti-
tion, Sir John Sherbrooke was to faveur Mr. Dick-
son with his support. w, [ askthe people of
this province to pause and reflect on this trar
tion. The Indian lund is their own by as sacred
a fitle as any in Canada. If Mr. Dickson’s claim
to the land was fair, why ask the Prir Reoent,
for what is not his? why draw in his Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief, to go to the fountain
of hionour fora favour, which cannot 1;1 hml(mr L
bestowed 7—Here 1 Ioa\ th yjeet i
wish the people to panse.

Canadians! rouse your
individua
from

]1

collectively
ve the
sult and ¢

selves, !
y come into action—s
1'::111——‘,'Uur*ul\'us from ir

Let a parly in e very township, call nt every house
and ask aid to the canse aof Leath 3 and let the
scripture text he repeated to every man—* Hetha

15 not for us, is against

Rouse yourselves,
arms 1::‘1111-\, your peace
vourselves ! il that w
that was hoj or, in pe
selves, Canad)
iled.

One bold

and pr
s foug
ace, is

! for

retrieve _\'mu' hor
nown of bei at
ln‘,;l]" nius 1. not sufl ion to be inva-

ded and trod down.
peculiar

1 motto be our

ateh m hence-

forth, b —“Gop AND
oun Rigm GOURLAY,
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the to

A NUMErous
ip of Clintou, v
chard Hill, when the addr
1o the Resident Land Own
April 2nd, 153 WS
sentiments therein contained,
proved of~——when Jony
The meeting then proo
and clerk—when Dy, CYRI]
to fil) the siluation,
A commitiee was also a

Vir. Rab )
Upper Canada, dated

* and

e whole 1
wnanimo
inted (
d o elect a represe
MNTR was
and Jac i}
ppointed, to forward the vi

W

SEAM Wwas app

Ie

8 8l

wmer

of lh]_\ meeling, viz :—James Doddie, Georgs Muviris,
Jotin Comfors, Peler oy JU S Perez Dean.  The
thanks of the meeting wert voted 1o My Ronert Govi-

LAy, for the disinterested mannerin
forward in order to ]uonm! the intere
of the provinee.  The thanks of the mee
unanimously voted to Me, Jolin Beam, ‘n;.
conduct in the ahair. JOHN BEAM

Jacow Bram, Cler 7

clihe

] 18 1
Chléirmun.

,”f“'l."."/ 27, 1

This day, a meeting of a number of 1t
this Itm:l;\lll]- vas held i the hiouse of Charles An
son, for peliljouing the Prigee Regent, with
the stufe of the province.

The Iut‘l‘!.m"f was lruuh-‘\' run\!Hle d, by
Mr. Joxamias Worverrox 1o (he chair; and ¢
mn ]nurw*:% dy aee ording to the ree u'mm“]u[\n tions
» i liis address to the
of Upper Cananda.

Mr. Haxay Hixos wis ehose nrepy
with others and concert measures for carrying the
into execntion, Desxis Worve
ulsa, A committee to forward the
hhl]h consisting of Jokn Moore,
Brdaeman nnd Joln Smith. lm siile of approbation
appeared visible on ¢ very countenance, and the whole
meeting was conducted in b irmony and gond order,

JONATHAN WOLVERTON. Chatrmnn,
A true copy. exs1s Worverton, Clak,

Cirtishy,

1

bu=ine, S r,| }] e

Lariel Camyp, Williane

tovwn-

OF CANADA,

istor, 28th

& Apnl, 1218,
This day, the inhabitanls of Caistorand C anborongh,
having met thie house of Mr. John Lymburner, o
tale mensure s for pe titioning the Prince Regent; ac-
iples-approved of, by the inhabit-
tow n.a.u;r. et at that place, the thir-
instant, Samvern Bimrp as called to 1he
WILLIAM ROBER'T S, Wis anani-
ly elected representative, and My, Joss Lymeir-
g, A vmmuiﬂ{w for aiding the husiness with-
aid tow n[m wius also forme i
Peter Mathwos Smith, Wik
Mutluzo Lymburner, Jun.
T SAMUEL BIRDSALL,
LiysperNen,

teenth

and

Chairman.
Clerk.

A

A true copy.

ackel's Mill, in the
1818, pursuant to
ecting, held on

At anun
township of Pelham, 1
the endations of

Ni

cotm

the 13th mst. Tasppees Pavis wled to the chair
—whn the and sentiments of Mr. Ro-
bert Gaurlay to the | nt Liand Owne

of Uipper Canadn, dated April “un. 1318, was read over,

and unanimously approved af. The meeling then
[u ceeded o oint a 1 and elerk—
appoinied to fill the

latie
forward the
Suwmuel Declel,
iin. Thethanks
! o o Mr. Robort
erested exertions in behalf of the
ranks of the meeting lo Mg
publick spivit in eon

the

‘:u:'ﬂ"\". to

ny,

for

A \DDEUS DAVIE, Choirman

. Clevde,

1=
mieeting aof
s of this fownship,
\isron Crane, it
othier town-
to his Roy
upon the mee
M. Epexk-

'ETER, Esq.

April 20th,

setabile

t "'i’”
al Highnes
lf\__ wins 1 ri

ZER CavERs Lo Ll

l' mee | ¥
v 11<||l||l‘ d, Fn t.lHL

GEORGE

K

\Hi

J. P, was elect to acl as representals fur f]lf‘ pea-
this Llownsl ip. Mr. Witnian MeCrroLas toaot
as To forward the business within the town-
\11]|). the i persons were chosen a commillee,
Wiz 1— n'.ﬂru ‘*‘:--f Elienezer Cuvers, Jacob Upper, Thomas
Bald, J'u/a Garreit Vanderbureh and George Marlait,

T lu lam .l.m meelingy were vm;m.mma\!\‘ voled
, for his active exertionus in he-
.7 Algo, to the C hairman, Mr.
r his publick spiritin coming for-
ir.

AVERE, Chairmuan.

duties of the el

EBENE / R (

ward to Gl the

A trie copy.

Fillou ahfﬂh .!!H i
This day, a meeting of the inhabitanis of {he town-
- 4 :‘7 -
ship of Willoughby, having heen held at the houseef
John Paliner, und David Davis being called to the

chair, it was unanimounsly resolved, to support the
measures recommended in Mr. Gourlay's address fo
the Re t Land Owners of Upper Canadu, dited
Zad April, 1218 —when JAMES CUMMINGS, Esq.

Wis
GaNns

ml.m!'nuwnl\' chiosen representative, and Jucok
g, clerk. A committee to forward the business
W lHuu thie township, was then appointed, consisting off
Jucob Erveroit, John Lemon, Flovy Hetel: and Benj. Shagp
DAVID DAVIS, Chearman
B Gan i F'IJL-

Lst of Blay, 18
1 of the inhabitants of
le of Wainfleet, having
of Christian Zevits, to fake inte
of the pravinee, and the propr-

A lrue eopy. Jao

Humberstone, 3,

Fhis da second 1
Humberstone, and the
been held at the hiou

consideration the sta




CHRONICLES

ely of pefitioning the Prince Regent, respecting the
same—Mr. Bexaasny Homvox in the ehair—it was
agreed, to confirm the appointment of Mr, HORTON,
to act as represe sptative, and My, Bexzamis Hersiy,
vh‘-r]..——»\ cominillee was also formed, consisting of
Jacob Ia Abraliom Hersey, Jolm Wenver and Aiuulm,m

Kennaird, to carry the business inlo effect, m the
township. BENJAMIN HORTON, Chairinan.
A true copy. Besyamy Hinsey, Clok.
Crawlend, May 1, 1218,

Which day, a numerons meeting of the inhabitants
of the township of Crowland, been held at
Cook's Mills, and Calvin Cook being called to the
chair, the address of Mr. Gourlay 1o the Resident
Luand Qavners of Upper € ] ril - 2nd, 1818,
wis read over, and iis niiments
unanimonsly ap ])\.‘-u-w:} af.

In conformity to the recommend:
tained, the mee ng |»)':‘nr-‘1-t‘|lw:I 10 e 1'a representa
and elerk—w JOSEPH CURRENT was appointed
to fill the former sitnation, and Samvrl Grover, Lhe
lntter. A committee was also appointed, lo forward
the views of the meeting, viz :—Jacab 1 field,
Coole,. Leonard Misner and f'/':.w'.d.'z‘- ker Buchne,

The thanks of ling were then m
voted to Canvix Coox, for lis publicl i
forward. on this oc -n. and libe

duties of Lhe ALVIN COOK,

1,

the me

imousl

in eonfmi
n;ill‘!w' the
Chairman.

o
g

cliair.

A true copy. Sanver Grover, Clerk,

At I}ft meating. (rn\\ i'\\umm, sy F. was
propose d as representative, but declined, g to the
preseni state I\I his health. Ile came | rd, howe-

ver, as 4 subseriber, and delivered a most spirited ad-
dress to the people, which unkap pily cannot have sof-
ficient justice done te it in this report.

said—t ] In'n-]\ .sml nei

In substance,
hl»mn\, that all
petitioning the
grievances ; and [ eonceive that
ting tagether, in this friendly and peaceable man-
ner, for that may tended with most be-
jeial effects 1o the inhabitants of this province.

\\]1'!“

for x

pur pose, be

# The law quoted by my much ¢

teeined friend, the

Hop. Thomas Clark, dees not s rid mestin 211
bled for the eable edereize of patilioning, even in
Britain ; im\ he at any rade, it can liave no more

force than the law
made in 1793 ; Lot h h
Hpper Canada had
themselves.,  C
tion the
vanges ; but the different branches
our members of Assembly, have
only resource now 10 pelition
my part 1 \\l'n]r\ "Hhm be ‘}(,],1,-:”
dians, than o
ing the

and
Our
A nd for
nfo a tribe of In-
T am not for
: 1 mis of Governg
am ol fo Le alleviated under such grievances,
tumning thanks {or the same.  ILj
natwithstanding ihe !‘ulml:‘d p
the ancient government of Rome;
tant enlonies were most shan
thost de
nion of the Administrator and
not think that .ut\'llln sis with
membors of the Execufive Couneil :
tiliere 1= something rotten in the state of
—and I rather think that innte at
fore the v any man who of o any
globe, received, vipon |
of allegiance, 200 acres of lnn:
BEVEN A0 -.‘1]. du s, and the
on anvy land not hefore tak
own &i.l:]-[u".::. who hava borns

ent,

e

;nml [ ] l-i ger

by

re-

Vig

y and
the pe

pnee

of s dis-
el upon, by

ol
ople

Wy

ted 1o rule over them.

and do
. or other
certainly,
Denmarl’
lll‘:]“\- I;f'-
nari of

Chief

tioni

Tt

tion could be
Now Maj

his

T
all 1

for the F'up'nul of the Crown. can: on!

and ]\N‘h‘]!n that i lm-” d in w'm‘(‘- iote sormer,
such s the towns hip of Brock, where it i no better
than a location in the moon: it being impossible to

get there But in the frozen spason of the year.

The

af

OF CANADA. 1
Honoursble Thewas Clark, { consider io be a layal
subject, and faithful fmend to the British (.u::‘rmnun[

but us to the right of petitioning, he is grossly mmtn.-
ken.’

Weinflect, May 2, 1818,

This day, a meeting of the inhabitants of 1his town-

s Lield at the house of David Thempson, for

1In- p\n]n)\- of taking into consideration the propriety
g h.m“n g the Supreme (.uvurnlm nt for a redress
lien Mr. Gourlay’s address to-tlie IRe-
sident I‘.:ml Owners of Upper Canada, dated the 2nd
ull, was read over, and 1h whole tenor and sentiments
unanimously ..'v]m)‘w- ¢ The meeting then procesd-
ed 1o eleet a n; and elertk—wlhien DAVID
TIIOMI SON 1. was chosen to fill the former sitn-
afion, il 'uosesoy, the latler. A commillee
0 was appointed; to forward the v : of the mest-
iss, Henry Groff, Nafhan Kelley, Stephen
1 Hivam Flungpheey. g
The thanks of the mee were {hen 11'.‘1’1]”\0“‘4\*’
voled 1o Mr. Gourlay, ( 11|.~ disin e , and for
coming forward and sl ly ass) to promote the good
cause. DAVID THOMPSON,
A true copy. James Tmoarsox,

My, Thomp

us

restetness

Clairman.
Clerk.

n; the Chairman of this meeting, after
returping thanks for the honour dene to him, spake
with much animation en the roht of the subject
tition the Prince Regent, a
son of the present “meetir

fto Ju‘
1l llt‘i”'l“’ ated llur- aampari-
rs in Upper Canada, with

1he rebellions emblazes which had, in Ireland,
procecded to unwarraniable lengths. Thoge whe eall
the senl meetings seditions, would do well, e said,
lo | {o ud how the peaple of Canadi r:xUn_d round
the Royal ndard, in the late war—mnot anly wihen it

vaved viclorious, but even in the most critical times.

s it not a fact, that (hose who now aceused us of
sedition, left us and flew fo other countries for el
till ‘the storm was over? Noue of you, gentlemen,
acted thus : bul you =ee the return thatis made. You

all know that Councillors and Commanders promized
you lund, for your extravedinary servicos as ﬁum] sol-
weted your privale losses to he
yeurs have now elapsed sinee the din
Lt are your rewards—what
Should attribute such
van we suppose that the
idden the fulflment of
it lies with our own
time for us-fo pefi-

iry anto the causes o1

wiltere

t e ‘in
my apinion, the
nd it is now
egenty for ing

me Governme

L
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and for
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L affairs now
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1 Wikifleel
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sident Land ( l“url.\ni U'pper Canada, dated 2nd April,

Fow
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do:
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The recommendations and priuciples (‘nnt.mu‘ti
d were deel se now general-
and ns constituting the is of iil" pre-
11 was then moved and carried, ”l.lT.
alled 1o th tting, and in-
jist'in (lie business of the d
Anans, Esq., J. P, was elected fo be Treasu-
for this district, and ii"in"‘ sent for, accépted the

Wirtriam J. Ke 5] W as elected Necretury ;

1818,
in the address,
ly approved of;
senl ]"lll{‘-"‘l‘lll re,
'\Ir Gourlay should 1

aredto In' th

rer
office.
and hes
ship Clerles, 1o arrange:
lar journal of transa

It was then my
ously prepa
general princiy
further, that
ferred 1o a committee of four.

Moreid, and wnanimowsly carried, That
commitlee are \-III"‘J"IH! y i_--i'!mi with
of the Petition, i

a l)c‘IJ‘\nw p]'f‘\‘i-
ch being
[ proved of, and 1t ¥
to its _nl,,u &

at a draft of

reatd—whi

lllr-u, a5

r)]'lJ'IO."'lu.’HH' for in:illl:l:l\.’!"’»';_-luil or
p il may }n‘ 50 ELT.I‘\ oot as to give
on 1o the people of this

the greatest

vinge;
irict of N
Iy steps low
Maved,
of the committes adyver
o'cloek afiernoon, :
other }
the province
are usgaly held
menth, be advert

and wnani .*uu;/;:ﬂ’t; e

* townsip e
13th of the
s of fown

P

tricts—there to choo

sem in the Provitic
Moced, § wnanin

July next,
of the Provin
mission to proceed to B
the Prince Regent, and 'mh! conf
all matters then requiring atlention.

Conventi

“hat it is'proper for

Mured, and waanimovsly carvied, "1
each district to send Lo the Provineial Conv
pt seplalives in ser ancl proporiion as Ihv-_‘,‘
send members 1o Pa

Moved, and
mended, that the d
ern, London, Gop
gether, al Ancaster,

enticn, re-

recomn-
r the West-
do meet. to-

y—there to tarry

undand

) "9 v o~
on Friday., -

One or LwWo ¢ Lo consult and erder, with re 411 {o
any thing in these districtsthat may ‘ium he discoverad
to be neglented.  Alse,dhat the disirict representatives

for Ottawa, the Eastern: Johnstown and .\lm and dis-

triets, domeet for theldike pir ,» on Wednesday the
first of July, at Earpest-town,
'[ lie meeting proceeded to chonse represent s for

ara district—when Rosert s 'H;r,)e»\, i Doet.
Cyrus Soasen, Jouy Crarg, Esq. J. Poand Maj, W
Ronerrses, were duly elect It was then moved
and carried, that the ntlemen constitute the ecom-
mittee ahove mentiont

One of the represontalives requ o
to read a paper to the ineeting, the juest w anted.
The paper regarded ecorinin partial proceedings in
Courts of . wnd attributed the sama to the pre-
sent corrupt state of publick a 5. T'he sentleman
wished the mesting 1o tike the into considera-
tion: but the |-rn—mu\T was los g being declared
nota meefing of deliheration; as ta ]ul te or particu-
lar gnm.mu —but for the pure parpos of petitioning
the Prince Regent generally, as totlie state of the pro-
vinee. Itiwas admitted t this, or other papers re-
specting publick grievan might be givert to district
representatives: sealed up, and direeted to be putinte

o to be allowed

1shice,

jeets |

OF CANADA.

the hands of the Commissioners; that they may maks
what use they pleased of the same, for e general
eood of the province.

Moved, and wnanimously agreed,
thé méeting be given to Jolin Clatk, Esq.
partial ¢ l-lulllr t in the chair.

r then adjourned 131l Monday, 2th June,
the Petition will be finally
ween for is signature, in the

That the thanks of
for liis im-

¥ rines,
ed, and m
several tow

Wu. J. KeR

LARK, Chairman.
Draft of an Addres, propmcd for
presentation to the Prince Re-
gent—submitted to 'thp consider-
dtmv of the people of [Tppel Ca-
nada, for ammadam sion and a-
mendment.
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acenmulated torrent of
n of the British en

nee borst on the de-

vic

or were
An
the

: c.hﬂ'!r;' pire, I

v the w eapons of war alone.

led the host of

i!lr‘il“f‘-'ls proclumation prece

ss ol hu

enemy—forgetful of honour—regardle
Lhe subjects of Britain
The subjects of Bri-

Tt was not for

nily ; and, daring toseduce t

from their true

egiance.
and firm.
gainst the invader: the
wed to them their property.

lefence of the richts and

Twice had the American
vhile yet
Britishitraops aided the native bat-

tain remained dau
they

thut F0se

r'.r':»g'~|"!'f_\',

ould have spz

o arms in ¢

of Britain.

soyereir

d in Upper-Can

standard 'l< en pls
1 of

talions of the province
laurel of victory over the pros-
The second year of
ith yet little assist-

but a har
—twice did these raw bat-

tn]':-m«' wave the

on their soil,

aders

anada contending

ance from the parent state:—the second year of
war saw hier sons confirmed in their victug, aud
t.  Wives and «chil-
the face of the
fire of revenge

still more determined to re
dren had

country was laid waste, and the

fled from their homes ;

was sent forth to consummate distress and misery§
—still was the spirit of the people unextinguished
~—still did it burn with patriotismand loyalty.
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By the third year, every risk of conguest was at
an end: for now the British aids paured inte the
provinces ; and peace wis |n'i_)(_‘!.'1ili1m?, when war
was no longer to be feared,

It is now more than three years since there was
an end of war: bat, strange to , these yer
pence have manifested no appearance of affection
or care from the mother country to the Canadas,

Commercial treaties have been made, altogether
neglectiul of British interests, here : Government
transactions, which used to give spirit to trade and
indusiry, are ai a stand: troops are withdrawn:
fortifications
mours are ol

are suffered to go to ruin; and ru-

to be repeated in

road too shocking
the Royal ear.

May it please your Royal Highness to listen
calmly to the complaints and grievances of the
people of Upper Canuda, who are fully assured,

| IMighness has been kept ignorant

that your Roy:
t

H

L truths—who are well assured of

of most important

the generous disposilion of yonr Royal heart ; and

jects should, every
f-

of your desire, that British su

where, share equally your paternal regard and a

feetion.

It was matler of much provoecation tothe poople
of this provinee, to see, even iduring the war, swhich
afforded such striking proofs of their loyalty and
valour, reports sent home, highly rating the merit
of regular troops, while the tribute due to Cana-
dian levies, was unfuirly let down. Nay, the prin-
ciples of the most layal subjects here, were often
stigmatized by British officers, ignorant of human
character, and il more so of circumstances which
affect it, in this part of the world, It was not so
with the immartal Brock.
& and his memory will happily

long cherish, in e minds of the Cana

He justly appreciated

wadian worth ;

dia
fia

n peaple,

8 due regavd for the genuine spirit of a Brilish sol-

dier, at once generous and brave,
The lnyal inhabitants of Upper Canada wounld
disdain ta notice the misrepresentations ofindividu-

als,

g0 contrary to noterious truth, if thesa had not

obviously conspired, with other canses, to lessen
the regard which should subsist belween Briti

here and at home—to iniluence the can-

1

subjec
doet of AMinisters towards the general interest of

the proviscos.

The loyal subjects of his Majesty in Uppor Ca-
nada., suffered grievously, during the war, in their
A
solemn investigation, on this subject, took place:

praperty, and many were bereft of their all.

the claims of suflarers were suthenticated; and
there was every reason lo expect that recompence
would immediately follow ; yet nothing has follow-
ed, but delay and insult. Burely, if there is among
mankind asingle principle of justice, this iz one,
that the individuals of & nation ought not, partial-
ly, to bear the weight of publick ealamity—surely,
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individuals wlo have exposed their lives for Go-
vernment, should not he disgusted with finding
of those very principles
The people of this

Government regardle

which it is intended to snstain.
province are well aware, that their fellow subjects
at home are pressed hard with taxation; and far
is it from their wish that relief shouid be afforded

within itself, ample

i

ntaing,

means of exhonerating Government from the
claims of sufferers by war; and it is within the
Jiat of your Royal Hig
gle breath, the evil now so justly complained of.

buess Lo remove, by a sin-

Millions of neres of fertile land lie, here, at the dis-
{

posal of your Royal Highness—upon the credit of
which, pul under proper management, not enly
the fair claims of loyul sufferers could be instantly
advaneed, but vast sums could ba raised for the im-
provement of the provinees, and the increase of re-
venue to Britain.

Another grievance, mauifesting the neglect of
Government to the eoncerns of Upper Canada, is
equally notorious, and must be still more abhor-
rent Le the generous feelings of your Royal High-
NEess.

The young men of this province, who were arm-

s defence, had, for their spirited conduct,

ed in its def
the promise of their Commanders, that land would
reward for Lheir services, as

|4

be oranted them, »
soon as war was terminated ; and afler this pro-
¢ confided in, the Parliament off

an extraordinary law, in the

mise was universall
Uspper Ci
face of establis
litia should pass beyond the frontier,

(4

wnada pass
d British principles, that the mi-
With these

pramiges, and in obedience to the law, the militia
passed heyond the fronticr with alacrity ; vet, sinca
the peace, the greater part of them have been de-
nied the pledge of their extraordinary serviges, and
the land s nujustly withheld.

Such ingratitnde—sueh dishenour—such errours
may be well assu-

hine

in policy, your Royal T
red, could not exist without extraordinary influen-
ness sufliciently

informed us to these, and of the true state of Up-
per Canada, we flatter ourselves most important
changes would speedily take place, as well for the
glory of the Throne, as for the henefit of its sub-
jects.

Permit the loyal suhjects of his
to say as much, at the present time, on this sub-

ject, as may induce your Royal Ilighness to order

[

¥ merely

T.’)j(‘v

inquiry to be made.

The lands of the Crown in Upper Canada, are of
immense extent, not only strelching fur and wide
into the wilderness, but seattered over the provinge,
and intermixed with private praperty, already cal-
tivated. The disposal of thisland is left to Minis-
ters at home, who are palpably ignorant of existing
circumstances, and to a Council of men resident
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in the province, who, it is believed, liave long con-

verted the trust reposed in them to purposes of

solfishness.  The scandalons abuses, in this de-

p;n'tmcnt: came some years

monstrons mmenitude, that the home Ministers

wisaly imposed restrictions on the land Couneil of

anada. These, however, have by no means

Upper
removed Lhie evil ; and a system of patronage and

-favouritism, in Hm disposal of the Crown lands,

still
tude and virloous feelin

exists, ther destructive of moral reeti-

altoge

wublick affairs.  Corruption, indeed, has reached
] i ; ;

sueh a height in this provinee, that it is thovght no
other part of the British empire witneszes the like ;
ical

not what charac-

and it is vain to look for improvement Lill a rad
Tt
lers fill situations of publick trust,

change is effected. muttors

+

preset

all 8ink beneath the dignity of men—become vitia-

ted and weak, as soon as they are placed within
eonfi-
of this unhappy system: and

the vortex of destruction. Confusion on

sion has erown ont
the very
which,

nitimately come to little value from nbuse,

puds of the Crown, the
has ereated such mischief and iniquity, have
The
poor subjects of his Mujesty, driven from home by
distress, to whom partions of land are sranted, can
ists of

cendarnits of tlinse

now find in the grant no benefit; and loyal
the United Empi:'P—1_]10 de
sacrificed their al

who

in America, in behalf of British

TllJC—-—!:lO‘.’l whose naumes were ordered

for their virtuous adherence to your Royal father,

—the descendants of these m

1d, now, no fa-

vourin their destined rewnrds » 1 gse rewards,

wlien granted, have, in many cases, been rendered

woree than nothi for the

al rights in the en-
jovment of them bave been held
land

their

nonoht ;

Liag been rendered and, in

Cases, source of distrs

only a ion and eara,

Under this system of internal m
weakeued from ahier evil infl

da now pines in enmpa

ive decay : discont
poeverty are (‘.}:p-.\l'ir-l-n-v-i in & land
sed with-the gifis of na
power wars, here,
son and manly s
side : legislators

tempt from the mother

aof

e s dread

Ao

'1.(‘ free ¢

entiment 1 laws liave been set a

have ecome into deri

conulry spems fash ¢
ing strength to disunite the pe
their friends at home.

The immediate interference of YO

ht do much to chesk
it wholly r

move thase svhich

system of patronnge and
£1 n‘..r.lng

A\mn“
department. lier

greatly retard the prosperity of IT
evils which have their rant
tution of the pr

£ (€
inal consti-
¢ can only be remo-
ved by the interference of the British Parliament,

anaoa—

in the or

jince, and

npow most imperiously required.
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Deeply penetrated with these senlimente, and
most seriouslyinclined to have such needfil chan-
ges speedily effected, theloyal subjects of Britain,
now take the extraor
step of sending home Commissioners to

dwelling in Upper Cauada,
dinary

bear this to the Throne, and humbly entreat your

Royal 1Tighness to give ear to the datails which

it will be in their power to relate: above all, that
your Royal Highness would, immediately, send

a Coxnissios,

out to this province conslsting of

discreet and wise men—men of business and {a-

lent, who shall be above every influence here, and

who may be instrue te make inquiry into all the

sonrces of evil,

N, B, Should any person incline to drawe oul an An-
prss, enlively different from the abooe, it is vt quested that
0 eopy may be dorected fo 45 Mr, Johin Ross, Niagarn,”
f,fu; the l’:t-ff-‘ff Clammitice, ) and M is also rrrph\l‘r o, thist
seirts uj townsh e weelii s, =taling what ‘,'J(f,wf.n ars H'P
painted fo acl as represant and conmmilles
men, be forwarded. 1o the same, with all canvenicnt speitly
invmeadiadely after such meelineg are held,

Tleeting of the Up
venitid

per Canadian Con-
of Friends to Inguniry.

1318,

York, Monday, July 6th,
This day a Convention, consisting of persons
chogen according to the rules prescribed in the
pammphlet, itled, « Principles and Proceedings of
the lu":r."‘ufrnn'x rf;‘ the District f!{' .\"_v“n’l‘_"»‘ll'fl.,f‘ﬂl‘ -
al Highness the Prince Regent, g0’
here. PRESENT.
THE (Rongrr |lwl'|u\ Fsq.
| Jorx Crarg, Esq. J. P
gara, 4 Dr. Cyreus SuMsER,
| (Major WirLran Ror
ried ahsent, from si
waarn Beaspiy, Beg.
Mr. \\lrn\ I

FOR

Distriet of Nis

of Gore
F ISHOLA,

District, Mr. Carvin M
do. Mr. Rovrmick Da
(Daxinr. Wasnsurs,
| Mr. Davis Hawoey,
do. { My, Pavr Perenson;
| Mr. Jacon W. Myegs,

T 5
| Tromas Cornaay, Esq.
of Neweastle, Mz. . Kenn.

Disiy

Romgrt J

Joh wn Districts,  Mr. Naraaxy Hicog.
Ottawa do. ¢ |5 e S B
!]":.U' C‘EII. et b

It beyne proposed

these centlemen should
Lor by reference (o
itten documents, or on their word of
ey had been duly appointed to repre-
ent people of the respective distriets; (and the
phed with,) the meefing was regn-
by calling RICHIARD BEAS-
the Chair.

:ley opened the business in a neat epeech,
the false and maliciaus in-
ions thrown ont before the
and intentions of those who
neces=

each give sal evidence,

printed and w

honor, that th

P
Loy

el

to the views

[t was only
teos now present, (o
possible thonght of evil intention
Berr, Esq.
for this

shborn, Esq. Assistant
[t was then moved and :“.«.nr'i tha : Mr. Gour-
lay be admitted to assist in hm«lt_]lber.d.mns of Lhe

id, to look t

{_'I} every
Yoo I
chosen Becrets

Was

vas named, &
, and Dl
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present oseasion—to speak; but not to vr»tt' Mr,
Gourlay kereupon eame forward, and ade ltessing
himself to the chair, expr his great. satigfac
tion 4l seeing the meastres which he had had the
happiness (o gest to the public of Upper Cana-
da, so far matured, in the meeting of this Canven-
tion, FHe

d that the
the most ¢

ssed

¢ measures would have had
nupiulc suecess; but for anforeseen and
unespe influences: that it was ebvisus, from
the beginning, that many men
fit from corruption, or en;
ercise of arbitrary power, wou!
tending to 1 h 1]11‘ body
the licentiousness of
it could not have be
hiave appearad men
great publiceanse,
or fo p

iccustomed Lo draw
rent from the ex-
ires
strain
hority ; but
¢ there would
praud :H‘.c'.

nr

ure o

from
¥ private pique
thet any of those men wh
Lent, wo
Lt

0 r¢

arin

1
enus

not only
which =|n~ 2

'Hu'

VEry

)
85 Vv Blrove toa

tain,

That s

atifortun

howeve

, Was,

tely too
such partips had |
art to the
pre led throu
ol the people. |
ledge of the public
a hittle time to et
lying 1 ] | i
sitive information, that even
who Lad been at first s

Iﬂ.null‘”'\.‘
M1
ich r\H. mly wonld

and o«

hay L

cuuse,

4 "'n\ll i[ ce

of the atli, iposed ned-
gures, were [y 'mu‘m”n morve i I sentiments,

18 well, theooh they | lost
the opportunity of choosing representulives to
speak for them on this occasion: that it would be

of infinite consequence to give time for refle
and, as there was but one great
eountry, e uight be the most

effort possible made to promote ity

i”!':
i the
harmonious
Uinder eircum-

1nterpst

so the

Elnr he wonld propose o change of |
aure: ould propose, instend of sending home
a Commissivn directly, to his Royal Highne
Prince Regent, that a Depatation should « on
the Governor as soon as arrive should pro-

ceed to meet him at Quebec : tha
ghould present Lwo pelilions—ane
with a request, that he, (Lhe
mediately send home the sanie to be presented at
the first levee : that agother petition should be pre-
sented 1o himself, praying that he would immedi-
ately dissolve the present Parliament, and issoe
writs for a new election—that he would meet the
new Parhiament with all ;m--ﬂr‘ n!mp:m;h, .md
recammnend, as its first great object, (afler
the annual stipply voted,) to proceed Lo an tnguiry
mtbo the state of the provinee, and bave a Commis-
sion appointed to go Lhotwe with the result, in time
to haye the same laid Lefore the hll}mlm Parlia-
ment, in the early part of next session. Mr. G,
said that, in his add of the 2nd of April, he
had asserted that there was little to be ex pu[nsl
from change of representatives or Governors, Ie
would now qualily that assertion. The appoint-
ment of the Duke of Richmond to be Governor-
in-chief of the Cavadas, was an auspieueus event.

this Beputation
to the Prince,

hould 1m-

» Gover

The Puke of Richmond was a rare ¢haracler—one
who had praved that Royalty itsell conlc 1 nol make
had nobly
England.

and one who
the people of

him steop fo indignity,
supported the rights of
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[fe had long ago maintamed, that every man who
paid tases “eheuld have u vote in Punliumnmrv
and lis opinion had been proudly quoted
rational reform, uwpon every oc
In this conntry, we had the fullest
o the chotee of Tepresentatives—{lie
urity that taxation, never eould be made
ve to the l'llmlulITliT\‘. We had Il\ll.h'll .f_{' Lo
rom the Duke of Richmond as to thisy but
nduct and declared opinions, were
to ouy hopes, of his hieartily joining
oooll ; and Hir Pere-
an example, and with
t be well assured, will be
1o honerably and well, the high
to him. lo o
at this time,
s now roused
:.m:nrl wce of i: aving respectable ¢ha-
‘\~~-'|||llh : they had seen the evil ¢on-
froim 106 e h indifference a= to .]In::;
, 10 fuet, the I.“unlmun iry character li: .yl fullel

g0 low, ble men hs ud for
| andidate
i olid worth ansd judsme
; and that while all were
Qve et wonld
o oL
ien -w itea d

election,

8ot

by the lover

Elan singe.

privileses

fullest &

arjuer e

stigh an a
I:tn-;lmlnl oru
anil ..H‘mlr.n[ duties e

chanoe of represe ntunliy
1A.‘.Itv 1 M e’

Seiences

-i\\:si‘w#:

ya

vernl

l lw He i,

uprightl - d there wasa consi-
dorabls yportion that
lionest inen, perhag

he was sure the

he bel

verd fo be worthy,
could not be exeel-
men would résume
with inereased energy and determba-
or to t]:-:ul!lmv that ¢ cier und
W Fumu their remizsness had wnhappily teni-
¢d to degrade and dissipate.”

EUCH as

hese mensures reg p ur time for yeflection, 1t
moved by Mr. Was hburn, and carvied, that
this weeling do adjourn ul :1.1 -mofrow, ot § o'cloek.
r,' Tth July, 1815.

o mel; and Richard
—.\f Wazhburn ros
rks on the propose
tel \1.\., fully
1OT—V1%

rday brought fi subait
e *-’n]lii‘i-)h:-\ for considerat

Resolved, 1st. That whilst this Conventionthelids
it one of’ 1!:»; m:n:l saered rights of British subjects,
at all times, divectly-to petition the throne ol their
Soverulpn, relalive to their grievances ; yet, never-
theless, under the present peculiar existing circums-
stances of this country, the members of this Con-
all out of respect Lo that honorable
nmons Mouse of Assembly of Upper
anada, as [or other cnuses, deem 1L their most -
spensable duty, on this important oceasion, to
recomment, in the strongest terms, to their fellow
subjects resident in this province, a spirited, formal
and respectful application to that lionorable House,
for an inquiry inlo the stale of the province.

2pd, That John Clark, Cyrus Sumuer and Ro-
derick Drake, Iisqrs. be a permanent Committee
for the manzgement of the affairs of this Colven-
tion, and that they, as soon as may he practicable,
prepare a respectful Petition, praying for inguiry,
and expressive of grievances, (lor the immediate
sanction of this Convention, ) to be by them cirenlsa-

W
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ted for subseribers, and presented at the bar of the
House of Assembly, ut lieir next ensuing session.

Srd, "That the said Committee be further autho-
rised to frame an address to his Royal Highness
thie Prince Regent, on the subject of grievances
believed to e in Upper Canada, which, when
approved of by this Convention, shall be submitted
by the Committee, togelber with the Petition
above mentioned, to thz honorable the House of
Assembly, at their next meeting, for their altera-
tion and amendment.

{Signed) D. WASHBURN.

The following Resolutiors, founded wpon the propo-

sals of My, Gourlay, were thea submitted, viz:

1st. Fesolved, "That tlis Conventivn, assembled
for the declared specific purpese of gending home
a Commigsion to England, with an Address to lus
Royal Highness the {’rinze Regent, on the state of
public affairs of this province, sees good reasous
for departing from the srescribed course of pro-
ceeding ; or, at least, fordelaying the execution of
the plan of procedure ﬁr:t iIIli t'rTr‘(]

>s have been
and selfish
men, to deceive the public, us to Hu' true and legi-
timale objecls in view, as well as to stir up doubts
with regurd to the peopicty aud legality of the
nieasures proposed ; thereby racting Lhe pablic
wind, and erealing false fears and alarms.

2nd, Because, by a little delay, and with further
means being nsed Lo cli: ipate alurms, and couvinee
the people of the deceplions praclized towards
them, & more universal eancurrence will be insu-
red in every required messure, and a better chauce
of suceeeding in the great (m.}cctb in view.

Srd., Decause, tlie appointment of the Tinke of
Richimond, to be Governor-in-Chief of the Canadas
has generated hopes whici could have sprung from
the appointment of no other individoal whatever,

4th, Because, the people of this provinee are now
so effectually roused Lo 2 jost sense of the bad
consequences of mal-admninistration, and wealk Le-
gislative proceedings, tha: when Parlinment again
meets, there is every liope that, narrowly w atched
by the public eye, ils every motion will be guided
and determined by Ercticr princi_n]es, and more
manly resolutions—that, in shoert, the virtue of
Parliament will be hmccc kzml up 1eld Ly the vie-
tue of the people.

Tnd, 1\’1‘.‘:‘(}['{‘.’!5[, That, wider all circumstanees,
the members of this Convention eonceive, that they
will best maintain their owu honor, and the inte-
rests of Lheir constituents, by appeinting & Deputa-
tion to wait on Sir Peregrine Maitland, as soon as
he arrives in this province, or to proceed, if deemed
expedient, Lo meet Lim at (Quebee, to entreat a
confercnce with hirn, and to present him with the
printed Principles and Proseedings of this Canven-
tion, aud of its supporters ;"

Srd. Resolved, That this Deputation shall
along two Petilions—one to his Royal I1
the Prince Regent, c:\plc“-nr- of the luvally and
dutiful consideration of this Convention, to the
Royal dig: .111), and ealling the Royal attention to
the conduct of affairs in the Lnnl-ulu.itmrr depart-
ment of Upper Canada, a: well as to the means
which his Rloyul ll'uhuu s possesses, of redre
tnstantly, the prievances of'c llum.m‘s fur sy
by war, and of militia !ncn expecting promised
i:mds—which Petition, the Deputies shull bew of
Sir Peregrine Maitland 11 send liome, and have

hear
111es88
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presented to the Prince, at hLis first public levae,
by sueh person as Sir Peregrine shall think projer
to confide in.

4th. Resolved, That this measure 1s more sspe-
cinlly necessary to maintain the right of all Britigh
subjects in petitiomng the Thraone, in apposition to
1'11)1()1'im|s assertions, that public petitions ought,
necessarily, to be presented to the Throne, tirough
the medium of the Hotse of A .I!IIJ]_‘.—J pmcl)r‘e
which las no precedent; and v 1eh wounld be yiti-
ating one of the most important articles of the
Bill of Rights, that of direct petitioning.

ath. I.,mr)h.u[, That the other Petition shall be
addressed to Sir Peregrine Maitland himselll as
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, praying
him to call Parliament together as speedily as pos-
sible, that inquiry into the state of the provinee
riay be instituted, and & Commission appointed to
go home with the result, in such time as the same
may be brought, by Ministers of the Crown, be-
fore the lomperial Parliament, at on early stage of
its next session ; and submitting to the judgment
of Bir Percarine Maitland, onreasons given, wlhe-
ther it would uot be proper to dissolve the present
Comuons House of Assewhly, and issue writs for
a uew election of represe ntatives of the pe ople of
this province.

Gth. Resolved, That a Cowmmitlee be nominated
to draft the above mentianed Petiticns, and report
the same to this Ceav vmion.

Tth. Resolved, That, whatever be the conse-
quence of these rc-ofurmn.~:, and of any temporary
change of pvma.iuuﬂ it is the duty of this Con-
vention to devise measures by which the preat
cause in whieh its members and supporters are en-
ged, shall be maintained ; and that no d
tmu ut the present system of representing
W ILL of 50 numercus a body of peaple, as
already declared for the cause, shall take place
till the mmmy into the state of this province has
been realized, and Lhose beneficlal ohjects obtain-
ed, which are absolutely essential to the well-be-
ing of the province.

§th. Resolved, That this Convention, the better
to denole the purity and unity of its oliject, as well
as distinguish it {ram Conventions formed to con-
trol and cowmand public aftairs, be denom-
imated ¢ Tue Urerpg Canasviax Cosvestios oy
FPriesps To Isquiry.”

Gth. Resolyed, That fagilitate intermal man-
agement, and to decide ou all matters of me
rangement, two branch Conventians shall be form-
ed—one to be constituted by representatives from
the five upper districts, viz & theHome, Gore, Ni-

olit-
the

agara, London and Western, to meet at Ancaster
—the other to be copstituted by representatives
from the five lower districts, viz : the Newcastle,

Midland, Jolinstown, Eastern and Ottowa, to mest
at Kineston.

10th. Resolved, That the r itatives now
here convened, do, as they he‘rm;i respectively to
each of these branches, m thiemselves into two
Commitices, each to choose its own Treasurer and
Secretary—to fix on a certain day for the first
Lranch Conventional meeting, respectively at An-
caster and Kingston, and to report to-morrow, to
this Convention, as to these appointments ;—thut
future branch meetings be held either by adjourn-
ment, or 4s may be announced by tlie Secretaries;
In Llie newspapers, or otherswise, and upon the re-
quisition of three district representatives; but no
branch Conventional meeting to be considered re-

represer




THRONICLES OFF CANADA, 17

guler, without the presence of four district repre- burn or Mr. Gonrlay, be recived by them, and that
sentatives. the sakl Committee shall meke soel report as they
11th. HF:-'-.’:?U:'(.], That the Treasurers of distric E% '“‘: n most expedient % he ﬁlm{"‘ I”.'“"'v'."" Lo I.'“ laid
11, if called upan, surrender their hefore the; members af SH5t ‘"!‘:r'"':",”' for their con-
required part thereof, to the Treasurs }51‘1 {;\J}{’\\‘vl By
respective hranch Conventions, an an order s } Ak 1 LEY.

sideration. T -
" [Signed]

: : . : 1 Tuesday, T July, 1518
?‘y lim.(,hmrmnn of “.r."\’ !'l'gt:!:f.ri_\‘ copslituted meet- ( Carvied—Mr. Drake being wided to the Committee.)
ing of such branch Convenlions. }
12th. Resolyed, That a Report of
inm- of the branch Conveniions, shall be mutua
v\:"h:ml‘lr'!l by their r wetive Secretaries, )|
dla-l)dn.!llr(n His rey port en the first '\]nllxld\ of eyve ry [Siened] ¢4
montlh, and that lulnzex correspondence shall take _ __ _ ¢ Seonded hy Re DRAKE.
place, if necessary. B Resolved, That we do nov adjnorn m|||1 9 o'clack
18th. Resolved, That, as the distriet norrosy, unless the seleel Commitioe shall d
has hitherto borpe all charges inbringing meeling sooner, { D, WASHBURN
this business, it shall bea first consideration of Lhe July 7, 1515, L d] { R. DRAKE. -
apper branch Convention, Lo settle up all charees
».ul_ri of the funds '_-F'nur;:llv I‘|!itl‘(_‘|ta'ii within its ””"m\m”f‘ j””f"“"‘ g
ranee, and then to draw on the Treasurer of the Which day the Conve
fower branch Convention for one half of the whole. b¥ Richard Beasley,
14th. Resolped, That the branch Cons ]( 'l.{"iiim"tmm: RRVE-8
: ) ! wsiness submitted to
=hall endeavour to get the imn-.lr' of those town- ity Tirat
'up- where no representalives liave bheen A A

nembar of this Convention, ha-
municulions, eithier 25 an address or
te, shall submit the sane to the Chairman,

§ THOMAS COLEMAN,

proceed- Muped—That ¢

£8

Clarried.

enion betng mn,m.,m:i,
tiking the Chair; the se-
port on the
heie consideration—Mer.

ading an #dress to the meeting,
g g

aptions

un the same suly
, to meet and still to \,hnn»v such represen= Sl

gether with Clerks and Commitiee men ; The Commitiee, "'un]m-uiu! Mesers. Clark, Drake,
but if ¢t cannot be breueht about uversally, Hamilton and Cole mna, repe that the causes stated
then it will be desirable to have an acent or 1s by Mi Gou e the Commilles, are
appointed in each unrepr ed township, that Such as induce them 1o recimmend to their brother

. men s, that the p 2 " 1 sourlay be -
IR o i oelietiond iy Bfve foppo bty ) 4 rlu rs. that th ]I!!Eulki' f Mr. Gourlay be adop
e ; 2 te n priference 1o W \IHII'IIII’II—”I(’HJ‘L-
aiding and assisti willi

their names and contribulions terial diflerence being o1 '3\ that of presentingithe Peti-
t ames &1 pulions. tion Lo the Prinee Recent, thongly Sir l'- regrine Mait-
15th. Resolved. That, in case it shall be deemed lind, instead of the present Hoy (lf' \-s.“nilm which
expedient by the liranch Conventions, that the oe- would, by adupting Mr. Wasiburn's measures, cause
neral Convention shall assemble at York, for any Much delay, and deyiate o tlios JHran '|'1"‘ which
particular or unforeseen matter of deliberation: 3% h:‘“““’ ‘_”‘”_l' do now profiss—that ef' pe
that then the branch Conventions shall, by ¢orpe Prined, direct, from the ‘“}J
pnl‘ll'r‘ncn fix the day, and have the same adverti-
ged in all the newspapers of the province, besides
adyising eacl individual member, by letter.

ents

]

IH'I T HAMILTE
i“Hm B COLEMARN,
R DRARE,

JOHN CLARK.

[ Signed] ]‘

Mr. W mhlw::l & 'uul Mr, Courlay's ]h\su]mirms be-
ing read over, the latler wern ge nerally approved of;
but a proposal belng made, tat they should De read a
second time, aud passed sewrally, this course was

Mpotion, by Mr. Washborn—"T'liat every member
of this Convention, desirous of making any mo-
tion, shall commit the same to writing, in order
that it way he entered in the Journals, Ly the Se-

adopted.

eretary, in due order—secanded by Mr. R, Kerr— Mr. Robert Kerr™voted against all the Resolutions ;
Tuesday, 7th Jaly, 1818—( Ywrried. Mr. Washburn voted against il but the #th ¢ the rest
=ps T = - - of the €'r:nwvnl1-‘ agreed (o e Ri :l,l}lllii\l!b.

(\])l)lll]ln\\l..] S = S
A . . s Mr. Wa i novid—" B0 g dia
Resolved, 41h. That the monies received for the Mr. E' } ]m movid— ”“ resoliations dinwn
- . g 21l 5 = A up and sl 1 by I wded by the Seereta-
purpose ol sending Commissioners to England with ry, on the J alg, immediaely afler those adopted
- A . 2. e J 3y i L 56 d 1
s P 4 » Tadyoss i AT S gl 5 . . A i 2 ' . g
II_R{: [_ 1_!|'!=‘r_\n for the redress of gric \lmu.: ..l" ; in_\ by the majority of the Convertion.
distriet Treasurers, remitled to Mess Mhomp= ke 1 ¢ WASHBURN,
son & Detlor, ot K ston, to be :|N|]u'-|l by the [Signed] 2.8 vumln.l by it. KERR.

Committee, in furtherance of measures for send- Wednesday, Bth July, 15318.  Carried.
ing home said Petition, throurh the medivm of the - " e TR o
o 2 snid | 3 2Hg ot i Dr. Sumner mores—That Williar Werr and George

Housze “I Assembly, b Planilion,
Sth. That the prurr-".un of thizs 1
published, and that the Convention do now
till summoned ln meet again, at sueh time as the vote. Seconded ln,- Mr. Hay
Committee shall direct, 2 a ]
|h1rrnr-\1] . WASHBIURN, Miwved, by Mr. W, !\l'rr——[ bt Mr. Reuben Pres-

. I Y e A orshibof Ve . g

Seconded by Robert Kerr, July Tth, 8 ton, representative for the towiship of Vaughan, Home

1 | squires, be admited to the sitting of s
eting be (guvention, and have the pritilege of ex pressing their
belore vs—hut not Lo

7, and earvied,

adjourn, opinions ok all subjects In-m“

(o

be

{ received.) distriet, be .'l!!m‘i ted o the siting of this Convention,
: and have Lhe privilege of \jwruw his opinion on all
Mozed, by Mr. Drake, and seconded by Mr. Hawley sulijs Lt not Lo vote, scanded by Me. Wash-
— Tt . Washburn's proposals, as well as Mr. o0, and eaaried.
Gourlay's; e left 1o a select Commilter, compoued of —_— e e
thiree or more of the gentlemen preseit; and represent- M. Wasliburn moved—Thal the B teporls a3 1d Reso-

fris lutions of the-seleet Commitie, o hnr-r n vesterday, be
Secretary ; it not adopted by this

{D. WASHBURN,

ing the several districts throughout the provinece.
Surther moved; that Messrs. Johin Clark, Rol't Hamilton recorded by the
and Tho's Colaman, do act as a Comumittea ; and that Convenlion

ell «uch turther papers, coming either from Mr, Wash- Laost, [Sigued] 1 Secmded by R. 1. KERR.
L¥
—— T " iy :
—— a - ———— =l = ——— - g
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A letter from Mr. Stuart, of Colchester, be g read
to the Convenlion, by Mr. Drake, Mr, Gourlay m 10~
ved, seconded by Mr. Drake, that the thanks of
Lonvcnuon be tendered to Mr. Stuart, of C olehester
for his friendly and able comm unieation—the same !-)
be eonveyed by a letier fram 1he Secretary of this
CDm.mmon Carried.

Mored—That a Cemmittee be ; appoinie il o draw up
an Address to Sir Peregrine Maitland, according to the
resolntions approved of this day, & ml that Mr., Peter-
son, Mr 9] Mr. Bartin, Mr. Gourlay and Mr.
Coleman, do constitule the ahove Commitier Carrivd.

( ROBERT TTAMIL l{l.‘«’.
[Signed]  § Seconded by JOJIN CLARK.

Moved, IJ\ Mr. Gourlay, seconded and rarried—That
the repr esentatives here presenl, h‘nm the Neweastle,
Midland wnd Jolnstown distr do constitule a
Comimiiter, fior the purpose .-pv=.|.!| d in a Resolution
of this day, earried, viz: Lo choose a Secretary and
Treasurer for the Jower branch Couvention—alse, o
fix a day for the firsl meeting of the siid branch Con-
venhf:n—-r'-llrh ap pnimlnr nis to be re pmlurl LO-MmOrrow,
to thie Convention. Moved and carried, the same, for
the upper Lranch Convenhon.

Muved—That this Convention do adjenrn till eleven
o'clock to-morrow morming.
ST S]-i()ifl'l"‘l]\‘hlll I().-,
[Signed] § pAUL PETERSON.
Wednesday, July cthy, 1515, Aereed,

Yark, Thursday, St July, 1612
The Convention being constitnted, by Mr. [-4 S-

ley taking the Chair, the fullowing Reportwas read,

York, Dth ..’H.’_ﬂ:, 1818

The Cormmittee, appoint ed yester
an Address to his Royal Hig
and ta his Lxcellency Sie
submit, that the Address, wilh some tions, whit i.
appeawd in the pamphlet of the N distriet, may
do for the first; and they herew H’n offer a drafl of an
Address Lo Sir Peregrine “Maitand, for consideration.
(THOMAS COLEMAN,
J PAUL PETERSON,
[Signed] ¢ RORERT GOURLAY,
R. DRAKE,
L€, MARTIN.

s 8ir Peregrine Muitland, K. C. B., Licutencnl
Governor of Upper Canada, §e. §e §oo.

» Maitlan

Mavy 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCRLLENCY @

In my own name, and that of thousands of the
inhabitants of this provinee, which you are desti-
ned to govern, 1 beg leave to address your Fxeel-
lency, dutifully and affectionately—We would say,
that the people of this province only want your
confidence, the more ta deserve it.

Surely a people who, for three years, withstood

every assault of an insidious, a daring and re-
vengeful enemy, merely for the maintenance of
British sovereignty, needl not dwell on expressions
of loyalty, or be anxicus about tests of respect for
hiw who is sent to represent the Royal presence
among them. On these subjects, there ean be but

one undivided sentiment 5 and on the present oc-

casion, Lhal senliment must be proudly elate with
that lLie who now
comes to occupy the bighest diznity amongst us,
wae tutored under the mmmeortol Wellington, and

the additional consideration,
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lias, for his friend and adviser, @ man no less dear
to the lovers of rational liberty. Yes, Sir, we
will be frank in confessing, that your near ennnex-
ion with the Thuke of Richmond, and Lhe arvival
of that great man in these provinces, as Governor-
in-Clief, cenerates in our breasts sensations which
no other foriune could have inspired.

Upper Canada had, during he last twenty years,
many Governors; but these twenty years only
gave experience of dizappointment, in the admi-
nistration of civil affairs: these twenly years had
almost extinguished in our breasts every hope of
sood, from the change of Governers ; but we now
feel the influence of a latent spark—we are now
sanguine in leoking forward to more cheering
times, and Lo the possession of every advantage
which the British constitution has, so hberally,
to bestow.

The same hands, from which you receive this
Addres

£, will present you with a printed detail of
1 Principles

months past, have been agit

and P'roceedines,” which, for some

ating the public mind,

in this province. It will require but a glanee to
be

ssured, that serious canses must exist for such

sation; and you will find. that the most anx-

ions desire of the great !n:[inril_\’ of those whom

1 have been sent to govern, is, that inquiry may

le into the state of this province, by which

every real cause for agitation may cease.

Your Excellency will find, from the Journals of
the Provipcial YParliament, that the subject of in-
quiry has been repeatedly brought forward in the
Commons Ionse of Assembly ; and you will find,
on the same record, bui too good reasons for de-
spair of [ull succe

8

in that quarter. The Provin-
cial Parliament is not, indeed, competent, with its
best endeavors, to inquire into every matter which
retards the improvement of Upper Canada, nor has
it authority to correct every evil. Those who now
address your Lxcellency, being aware of this, and
worn out with disappeintment, hed resolved to
send home a commission, praying his Royal High-
ness Lhe Prince Regent, to cause inquiry Immedi-
ately to be made, that the Imperial Parliament
might prececd to interfere, upon information so-
lemuly obtained.  Circumstances induce them
now to delay this measure, end to entreat your
Exeellency to summon, with all convenient speed,
the Provineial Parlinment, that this grand measure,
big with the fale of Cenada, may yet originate and
proceed from the most desirable source—from the
regularly constituled representation of the people.

In little more than two months, the weighty -
Lors of harvest will be over; and shonld Parlis-
ment be i session before the end of beptemher,
every necessary step could he taken there, lo pre-
pare the way for inquiry in the Imperial Parlia-
ment, at an carly stage of its next session This
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is what we anxiously desire; but if your Excel-
lency shall see fit, the better to accomplish the
desired object, to dissolve the present Commons
House of Assembly, and is

sue writs for assembling
a new set of representatives, we would more par-
ticularly rejoice, and be greatly more confident of
suCcess.

We must, with shame, acknowled

ra to your
per Canada
have, hitherlo, paid too little regard to the chz

ceellency, that the inhabitants of U

ter of those whom they have chosen to represent
them in Parlinment ; and wmost unworthy persons
Liave sat in Assembly. Not only has this been
the case, but, from an indifference to the course of
public affairs—from a heedlessness of the people,
al large, to Parliamentary proceedings, the most
slovenly habits have been confirmed, and the most
indecent irregularities witnessed. We ghall not
tire your Excellency with a recital, but of a few
instaneces in point; nor shall we go buck to quete
the maost shocking fac
fow t

we shall only refer to a
It

At the opening of the first

3

rsactions of the present Parliament.
has sat two sessions,
session, when matter of vital import lay [or consi-
deration—even just grounds for impeachment of
the then Governor—day afier day was occupied
with a squabble about the conduct of an individual
out of doors—a subject allogether below the no-
tice of a grave Assembly, DByeand bye, the an-
I af
the Governor, who, by arbitrary acts, had thwarted

nual supply was voted, and put at the dis|

the laws of the land ; and then, at an extraordin-
ary late geason, Resolutions were bronoht for-
ward, in the teeth of the Governor's known senti-

ments, and seemiopgly only to provake his displea-

sure. The Resolulions were excellent ; but they

were wolully mistimed. The Governor provoked,
forgot himsel—forgot that solemnity which, at
home, 1s ever particularly regarded : he went up
to Parliament, without the appearance of state—
without the ceremony of notice, ot due consulta-
tion, and hastily put a period Lo the session.

The Parliament was again summoned in Febru-
ary last. It was expected that some degree of
spirit would have been manifested, in shew of dis-
pieazure for insnlted dignity—it was expected that
the consideration of Resaolutions, of Ligh impor-
tance to the public weal, would be instantly resu-
med. The conduct of this session, however, lell
even lower than before. An offer of recompence
for sufferers in war, unhappily introdoced into the
speech from the Throne, and only tending to in-
sult the feelings of a larze body of peaple, was
replied to, in most disgusting terms of acquies-
cence, by the representatives of these very peaple;

while the alile Resolutions, brought forward at the

close of the preceding session, were lefi neglected,
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been deservedly chastised for their production. A
serios of trifling measnres filled up the mair portion

of the s

sion ; the Legislative Council, no doubt

encouraged by the low and dastardly conduet of

met s of Assembly, assumed rights, which had

long been denied, even to Dritish Peers: the an-

nual supply was not even passed; and, finally,

mermbers stole off home, so as not ta leave a House

to hear the s

eech of dismissal, which the Adminis-

trator delivered, as if in contempt, from the chair.

The people at large have at last been rovsed to
a just sense of all this trifling and indecency.
They see their property reduced a full half, from

the mal-administration of good laws: they see

pros

ity completely checked ; they witness dis-
content and poverty, under the most genial clime,
nnd rooted in the most fertile soil : they anticipate

subjection to a fureign power,

if war should again
be waged ¢ they dread a separation from the mo-
ther country, even without war, which they would
most grievously lament ; they wish to make on
effort at recovery from all this disgrace and dan-
: they entreat your instant and earnest aid to

assist them,

Should 2 new Parliament be called, we are as-
sured, that notoriously bad characters would no
longer be chosen to represent Lthe people : we are
assured, that the most respectable men would
now come forward as candidates, whe have bi-
therto disdaived to =it in a degraded House : we
are assured, that all, bath the people, by watching

thair repr the representatives them-

selves, would be alert and zealous in the perform-

)
ance of duty; we are assured, that a new and

better era would cammence.

mt the heads of the address (now read) to
¢ Maitland, be adopted by this Convention.

& : LOBERT HAMILTON,
[Signed] §J. CLARK.
'.r.f'aff.l'.»'rﬁ'u_?{, Ol July, 1818,

move t

Pereg

Carried.

Mr. Washhurn, protests against the adoption of the
address 1o Bir Peregrine Maitland, now read.
[Signed] 1. WASHBURN,

18

York, Sl July, 1

of this Convention,
3 to Sir Peregrine

I pratest against the proceedings
in adopting the heads of an add
Mautland, jnst read. [Bigned

July Oth, 1215, “ROBERT J. KERR.

Maoved, That Mr. Beasley, Mr, Clark, Mr. Geo. Ha-
milten, Mr Coleman, Mr. Chisholm, Mr. Drake and
Mr. Won. Kerr, be a permanent Comomittes of Manoge-
menl, after the sdjournment of this Convention, and
till its mext meeting :—that they, or any four of them,
shall have power to constitinle the l)vfm[:_uinu 1o Sir
Péregring Maitland ; and that they also finish the
wording and style of the Petitions 1a the Prince Re-
cent and Sir Peroarine Maitland, which the Chairman,
Mr. Beasley, shall have power Lo sign for this Con-
yention, alter its adjournment.

§ ROBERT ITAMILTON,
! R. DIRAKT.

“Signed]

as if in acknowledgment, that the Assembly had 94 Judy, 1R15, Carried,
—m—— e == S — e
— - S . - i L 1 =
—~ e = = -
= ’ =
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In contormity io an appointment of vesterday,
the representutives from the different districts, viz s
the Newecastle, Midland and Johnstown, being a
committee, do appoint C. Thomson, Beecretary,
for the lower branch Convention; and Messrs,
Thonison and Detlor, Trensurers ; and that the
first Saturday of August, be appointed for the
meeting of r.r‘p.i'f-‘-nm:ull\-‘::f-' of the lower branch
Convention, at Lhe house of lobert Walker, in
Kingston, at 2 o'clock, 1*, M.

{THO'S COLEMAN,

PAUL PETERSON,
¢ JACOR W, MYERS,
| DAVIS TIAWLEY,
| NATHAN HICOK,
Thursday, July 9th, 1618,

[Signed]

York, July 9th, 1018,
Agreeable to a Resolution passed vesterday, for

the purpose of choosing a Treasurer and Secr Lary

tur the upper branch Convention, and to appoint

& time for said Convention 1o mect, at Ancas

there to regulate the affairs of the following dis

tricts, vig :— ingara, Gore, Lendon, Western and

Tome districts—the Commitiee do appoint Mon-

day the 20th inst., as a proper day Lo meet, at An-

caster, at Newton's Ton, 10 o'clock, A, M. and do

nominate Col, Richard Bes sley, Treasurcr, and

tieorge Hamlton, Bsq., Secretary.

(WM. CHISHOT.AM,

| JOUN CLARK,

{§ CYRUS BUMNER,

| CALYIN MARTIN,

(RODERICK DRAKE,.

Moved, That shonld Sir Pereotine Maitland not
arrive in Upper Canada during the month of July,
it shall be in the power of the members of the
Deputation to forward the Address to his Rayal
Highness the Prince Regent, to England, there to
be presented, as to them shall seem proper—either
al the levee, or at the public office competent Lo
receive Petitions to the Throne,

[Signed] } ]: “f\.“!]"[‘(.)‘\’ e
§THO'S COLEMAN.
7‘."11:?‘:‘(1’:1_,7, July 9ih, 1318, Carricd,

is-

{Signed)

Moved, That this Convention do adjourn til] o
o'clock to-morrow morning,
. A R, HAMILTON
Sign ? i Praa ot
[Signed] 3 cirUS sUMNER,
Yook, Friday, July 10th, 1818,
Mr. Beaﬁ]e_y having taken the chair of the Con-
vention of Friends to Inquiry—
At was moved, ‘T'hat the minutes of the Canven-
ton be read, by appointment of the Chairman.
= . y THO'S COLEMAN
Signad S 2 o o=
[Signed] 1 pavis HawLEy.
10¢h Jul],f, 1818,
The minutes of epch da y's n-u,-v_‘.rinf,( were then
read severilly, and signed by the Chaipman,

Moved, That if no advortisement be published,
or notice given, by the branch ('.m-._w_-m].{,;s, for the
meeting of Lhis seneral Conyention of Friends to
Inquiry, then this Convention shall nat meet again
here, till the first Monday of February, 1819« and
whielt meeting may be deluyed one, two, tliree or
four weeks later, should'the branch Conventions
£ee reasons for the same, and, by advertisement
and writing, as before agreed upon, notify to all
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and each of the members, any other day of mest-
ing, not beyond the first Monday of Mareh, 1819,
such notice beine publishied and written hefore the
first day of January, 1519,

(R, DRAKE,
) W. CHISHOLM,

Cearricd.

Moved, That should there be ne call of Parjia-
ment, or dissolntion, before the first of Seplember,
nor any hepe of the session commenecing before
the middie of Octoker, then it shall be the duty of
the branch Conventions, to have petitions drawn
up, nad siened all over their respeclive distriets,
bothto the Prince Regent and the Commons Honse
of the ITmpenal Parliament, to be sent home with-
out deluy, by a Commission, consisting of two
perzens chiosen by the upper, and two by the low-
er branch Convention @ the Secretary of this ge-
neral Convention to accompany, and be the Secre-
tary of the Commission.

[Signed]

R. DRAKFE,
Cuarried, Wm, CHISHOTM.

Moved, That the permunent Committee shall
liave power to call a general meeting of this Con-
vention, on advertisement, and. wntten notice to
encl member, signed by five of the said Commit-
tee. (R, DRAKE,

d Signed]  § v oMTe
Carried, "] 9 \WAL CHISHOLM.

JMaoved, That a duplicate of all communications
which pass between the braneh Conventions, be,
at the sume time, =ent to the Secretary of this
Convention, to be by bim made known to the per-
manent Committee,

§ ROBERT GOURLAY,
P JOHN CLARK,

Moved, That the permanent Committee shall
publish inthe newspapers, or otherwise, the whole,
or what part of the transactions of this Conven-
tion, and other meotings of ** Friends to Inquiry?
as shall to them seem fit ; and that any person
whatever, shall have a right to obtain extracts
from the Jonrnals, n whole ve part, on offering a
cotnpetent remuneration for trouble, to the Secre-
tary, ra §R. DRAKE

3 Signe P 1
Carried.  S€9°0] 3 pA iy, PRTERSON,

Motion, That the secretary ol the Convention,
W. I Kerr, Esq., be indemnified for stationary
made use of, and other incidental expenses, in iy
correspondence, and other duties of his office.

. . S WA, CHISHOILM
: gned 3 < e
Carried.  [S1gned] 1 PAUL PETERSON.

Moved, That Mr. Wi Kerr, Mr. Geo. Hamil-
tan and Blr. Preston, aceept the thanks of this
Convention, for theis assistance during the sitting.
[Signed] § JOIIN CLARK,
B ¢ THO'S COLEMAN.

Carried.

Cuarried.

Moved, That Robert Gourlay, isq. receive Lhe
thanks of this Convention, for hiis able and manly
canduct in promoting the general welfare of the
province, and for his assiduois attention at this
Convention—and that they hold themselves bound
Lo support Lhe measures adopied hy the Niagara
Committee, submitted by him to them.

orear § THO'S COLEMAN,
[Signed] 7 JOAN CLARK.

Carried,

Moved, That opportunity has been aiven fio Mr.
Yobert Kerr, to shew cause for the letter which,
with his signature, appeared in the Upper Canada
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Gazette, of the 2d of July, and also in the Niagara
Spectator of the same week, reflecting on the cha-
racter of Mr, Robert Gourlay ; and that he has not
been able to bring the members forward a single
reason, sufficient to convince this Convention, of
the ||ru!sriv1._\-' of u publication so strange and on-
matural 1 That a letter be written by the Chairman,
to each of the township representatives, request-
ing them immediately to meet and choose another
person, to represent them on all occasions connec-
ted with the business of these meetinws, and who
may appear for Lthem, il possible, at the meeting of
the braneli Convention of the Friends to Tnquiry,
at Kingston, the first Saturday of August next,

at Lhe house of Mr. Walker, Innkeeper, at 2 o'-
eloek, P. M. &ioned] (R. DRAKE,
Carried. [Signed] P WM, CHISIHOLM.

Moved, That the thanks of this Convention be
present cd to the Chairman, for his most able and
assiduous attention Lo the business of this Conven-
Lon. 5 ropT H \7\11].'['().\',
LCarried. ! JOHN CLARK.

Moved, I'llﬂl this Convention do all]num till the
first \'mu"'y af February, 1819 : or 11l snch time
as may beadvertised, according to the Resolutions
of this Convention, .

[

Larrect copy of the Minutes of the Convention.
[Bigned] RICHARD BEASLEY, Chairman.

[Signed]

THO'S COLEMAN,
ROB'T HHAMILTON.

gned]

Carried,

Lower Brulu-h Convention.

At a meeting of the Lower Branch Convention,
held this day, Augupst 1, 1818, at Kingston, the fol-
lowing members being prasent, viz:—

DAVIS HAWLIY,

THOMAS COLEMAN,

DANIEL WASHBURN, L

PAUL PETERSON,

THOMAS D. SANTFORD, |

N. HICOK, )

Davis Hawery, Esq. was called to the chair.—
The Minutes of the IT]s]mr Branch Convention
were read, and the tollawing Resolutions passed,

1st. Moved, That Mr. T'homas D, Sanford be
veceived inte the Liower Branch Convention, for
the district of Newcastle, upon hiz lionor lwmn
pledged, that he has been’ L]]U%(‘il by the tow nsmp
representatives, in the room of Robert J. Kerr,

(Signed) THOMAS COLEMAN,
Carried. Seconded, PAUL PETERSON,

“squires.

2d. Moped, That the Seeretary of the Lower
Branch Canvention write to the Trensurers of the
districts of Neweastle aird Juhnstown, requesting
them to pay into the hands of the Treasurer of the
Lower Branch Csnvention, the respective funds
collected for the purpoese of carrying nto effect the
procecdings of the General Convention, held at
York, 6th July, 1813,
{Signed)
Carried, BSeconded,

Sil. Moved, That Saturday the 29th of Aunoust,
at 2 o'clock, P. M. be the day appointed for town-
ship meelings, where there has been no meelings
lield, or representatives appointed @ and that the
township representatives do meet on Monday the
S1st, at the sapie hour, to chiogse district repre-

TIHOMAS COLEMAN,
PAUL PETERSON.
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sentatives ; and that the district representaiives so
appointed, do meet the next Dranch and General
Convention.
(Signed) THOMAS COLIEMAN,
Carried. Seconded, T, D. SANFORD.

4th, Moved, That a number of public Notices
be distributed by the Secretary, amongst the in-
habitants ol townships where thers has been no
meelings held, of the third resolve of the Lower
Branch Convention.
(Signed)
Carried.  Setounded,

Gth. Moaved, That this Brauch (omentio do
adjourn until a further day of meeling be appoint-
ed h} the Secretary of this Convention, on Lhe re-
quisition of three of the distriet representatives,
agreeable to the 11th Resolution of the Conven-

DAVIS HAWLEY,
NATHAN HICOK.

r

tiou. (Signed) THOMAS COLEMAN,
Seconded, DAVIS HAWLEY,

Curried. ADIOURAED.

anch Convention.
20k Jm'u‘
At a meeting of the Upper Branch Convention,
held this day, at Newton's Inn, village of Ancas-
ter, the luHm\lnﬂ' members present, viz ;
T{I( [TARD REASLEY,
WILLIAM CHISHOL \I ]

Upper Br

.

1g18.

JOHN CLARK, ¢ Tsquires.
ROBERT HAMILTON, |
LODERICK DRAKE, )

s

The meeling was recularly constituted, by call-
ing Richard Beasley, sq. 1o the Chair,

Moved : That the Chairman write Lo the Trea-
surers of esch of the following districts, viz: to
Mr. Adams, for Niagara; Mr. Hamilton, for
Gore, and Mr, Pridenx Girty, for the Western dis-
trict, tosend him statements of accounts, and the
balances now in their hands ; also, to Mr. €alvin
Martin, (representative for the London distriet,}
desiring him te request of the Treasarer of the
Landon district, to do the same,

(Signed) JOHN CLARK,
Seconded by ROBERT HAMILTON.
Carried, R. B. Ch'n. B, C.

Mored, That all the charges ineurred by the Ni-
a distnct, be stated in account, by the Seera-
l.u\, i be handed to the Treasurer of the Up-
per Branch Convention, that he may discharge the
same out of the gcn(_ml fund, as soon as deposlted
{Signed) JOIN CLARK,
Seconded by WM. CHISITOLM.
Adopted, L. B Ch'n.

Moved, That Satarday the 20th of August, at 2
o'clock, afternoen, be Lhe time appointed for the
different townships meeting, where no meeting has
yet been held, to choose representatives, clerks,
fze. and f!nt the township representatives then
chosan, do meet on \Iunm‘\ S1st, al the same
hour, to choose district répresenlatives.

(Signed) ROBERT HAMILTON,
Seconded by RODERICK DRAKE.
Carried, R. B. Ch'n.

Moved, That the :

That Secretary. of this Upper
Branch Copvention, do write and forward an ad-
dress to the inhabitants of the several toswnships,
vet unrepresented, recommending that they do
hold towpship meetings, and give their support to
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petitioning the Prince Regent, Ric. relative to the
etate of the province, and inviting their district re-
presentatives to attend the next Branch Conven-
tional meeting.
(Signed) RODERICK DRAKE,
Seconded by JOHN CLARK.
Carried, B. Ci'n,

Moved, That the Secretary of tlns Branch Con-
veuilon do write to Frederick Yeward, Fsq., ac-
quainting bim, that the sending home a bnmmis—

sion to I'molmr being dr-h\ed it was conceived
unnecessary to lay the papers coneerning the In-
dian affairs, before the Convention at York ; but
that the same shall not be forgatten.

(Signed) JOHN CLARK,
Seconded by WM. CHISHOLM.
Carried, R. B. Civ'n.

Muyed, That this Convention do adjourn until a
further du» of meeting be appointed by the Secre-
tary of tins Conven[lun on the reqnisition of three
district representatives, ac cording to the 10th re-
solution of the General Convention,

(Signed) R. DRAKL,
Seconded by WM. CHISHOL M
Carried, R. B. Ci’n

Dlet July, 1818,

Which day, the permanent Committée of an-
agement bmna- roet, at Ancaster, present, Richard
Beusley, Wi, I&elr Wuwm. Chlahn]m John Clark,
Georze Hamilton, and Roderick Dmke Esqrs.

R«so[w([ That they would best discharoe the
duties expected of them, by adopting the follav-
ing address, and appending to it those of the Nia-
gara and Midland districts,

To His Royal Highness, George,
Prince of Wales, Reoent of the
United Kmndom of Great Bri-
tam and Ireland, &e. &e. &e.

The humble address of Ricusnp BeasLey, is-
gaire, Chairman of the Urper Caxaniax Coxvies-
Tiox oF F'rrexps To Exquiny :

May it please Your Royal Highness—

In the nyme of thousands of the inhabitants of
Upper Canada, it is my provinee to testify the du-
tiful and affectionate regard which they bear to
yoor Royal person and dignity; and, in the ut-
most sincerity, I may declare my confident belief,
that tbe Royal Seeptre is not swayed over nore
loyal subjects than Lhose who dwell in this distant
colony.

Under peculiar circumstances of difficulty, dis-
appointment and distress, these Joyal subjects had
resolved on eending home a Commission to Eng-
land, humbly to entreat, before the Throne of their
Sovereign, the immediate interference of the Roy-
al authority. The loyal subjects, on farther re-
flectien, have determined on a change of measures,
or, al least to delay the execulion of what was at
first proposed. Deeply impressed, however, with
the vast importance of the subject, as well to them-
selves as to the genernl interests of the British
empire, they have deemed it proper that their in-
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tentions should be made known to your Royal
Highness; and, with this view, I am desired
Lo annex to this address, drafts of two othess,
which were in preparation; and which had s
far received the approbation of inhabitants of
the two most populous districts of this province,

Should your Royal Iighness condescend to pe-
ruse these decuments, they will be found to con-
tain strong assertions; but when investigation
takes place, these assertions can be proved to be
no less true than they are strong.

It is now Lhe desire of the loyal subjects, on
whose behalf I address your Royal Highuess, that
the Parliament of Upper Canada should be called
together for the more special purpose of making
inquiry into the state of this province, and for ha-
ving a Commission appointed to go home with the
result, in such time as the same may be laid before
the Imperial Parliament, at an early period of its
next ensuing session.  Sheuld such desire be gra-
tified, this most necessary inqairy will commence
in the manner most credilable to the Legislative
authorities of Lhe province, and will afford the
fullest satisfaction to those whom I represent.
Lest it should not be so determined, I am desired
by my constitnents, most humbly to entreal that
your Royal Highness will keep in view the great
objects set forth in the annexed drafls ; and, in the
event of a Commission approaching the Throne
from the body of His Majesty's loyal subjects in
Upper Canada, that the Royal ear may be turned
towards them with such love and confidence as
may be expected, by a people who have shed their
blood, and sacrificed every worldly comfort, in the
cause of Brilish sovereignty.

Entreating yoor Royal Highness graciously to
accept every consideration of regard which is due,
by subjects to the Son and Representative of theis
Sovereign,

I have the high honor to subseribe, this first day
of August, in the year ome thousand eight hun-
dred and eighteen.

For myself and others.

The Committee, on consulting with recard to
the address to Sir Peregrine Maitland, found that
the langunge may be altered to m]vmlann and re-
solved Lo meet at Sr, Catharines, on Saturday, 1st,
Aungust, that both this and the former may be en-
grossed and signed.

The Committee further resolved, that an Jp-
pendiz should be added to the pubhcalmn of the
transactious of the General Convention, containing
the winutes of the Committee, and of this Branch
Convention, the Midland dhtncl address, minules
of district meetings, with the names of all officers
chosen at tow n:h]p meetings, that have nol before
been published.

For the Committes, WAL I, KERE.

st Catharines; 1st Sugust, 1818,
This day the permanent Committee having met,
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ut this place, present, Richard Beasley, Geocrge
Hamilton, Roderick Drake, Wm. Kerr, and John
Clark, Esquires, the petition to Sir Peregrine Mait-
land being reviewed and altered, the same was en-
grossed and sioned by Mr. Beasley. The petiticn
to the Prince Regent, was also engrossed, signed,
and ordered to be Lransmitted to lingland, for pre-
sentation.

1t was then proposed and agreed to that Mr. Beas-
ley should write to the Righit Hon, Lord Erskine,
requesting the favor of his Lordship to present the
petition to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent :
also, that Mr. Beasley’s letter, and all transactions
up to this ime, be published, in conformity with
the principles of the friends to enquiry.
WM. KERR, Seeretary.

The following are the alterations, &c. made on
the address to Sir Peregrine Maitland, which was
submitted to the General Convention,

or, “T'o Sir Peregrine Maitland,”

Insert, To Uis Excellency Sir Peregrine Mait-
fand.

lusert, The humble address of Richard Beasley,
Esquire, Chatrman of the Upper Canadian Con-
vention of riends to Enquiry.

Far, “these Lwenty years only gave,” &oc.

{nsert, these Lwenty years, wilh little exception,
only gave, &e.

Lrpunge,  and most unwoarthy persons have sat
m Assemibly.”

For, “the most indecent irregularities,”

Insert, preat irregularities.

For, " tending to insult,”

Inzert, tending to distress,

For, " low and dastardly,”

Insert, tutile and unbecoming.

For, “ auticipate subjection,”

Insert, fear subjection.

Erpunge, ‘*even without war."

For, “notorious bad charaeters,”

Iasert, unfit persons.
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Erpunge, ** who have hitherto disdained to sit
in a degraded Houze.”

Add, Permit me, Sir, to subseribe, this first day
of Angust, in the year of our Lord ene thousand,
eight hondred and eighteen, with every sentiment
of respect,

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble serv’t.

Cory, LETTER, TO Lorn Ersking.

St Catharines, Districl of Niagara, }

Upper Canada, Jdug. 1st, 1818, §
My Lorv~—Your long-tried fidelity to the cause
of popular rights, and your many glorious strug-
gles in behalf of virtuous independence, have sug-
gested the wish, on the part of my constituents,
that [ should solicit the honor of having the ad-
dress of the Upper Canadian Convention of Friends
to Boquiry, presented by your Lordslip, to his Roy-

al Highness the Prince Regent,

In granting this fuvor, your Lordship will great-

ly increase our hopes of sueccess, in the cause

which we have espoused ; and it will be a plea-
sant anticipation for us Lo think, that the prosperi-
ty of this province, so richly gifted by nature, is
cherished by the man, whose genius ashed the
brightest lustre on the British bar, and whose me-
rit alone raised him to the highest dignity which a
subject can enjoy.

Permit me, my Lord, to offer te your perusal, a
pamphlet, containing the principles and proceed-
ings of those, for whom [ subscribe myself, with
the utmost respect,

Your Lordship's very obedient servant,

{Sizned) RICIIARD BEASLEY.
To the Right Hon. Lord Lrskine, &c, &c. &c.

—o PG

Meelings of the Midland Distvict,
June 6th, 1218,

In the township of Kingston, at the house of Sa-
mauel Pordy, Anbony McGuin, Esq., J. Iy in the
chair i Duaniel Washburn, Esq., was elected represen-
iatlive, and John Vincent, clerk.

In the township of Ernest-town, at A. P. Forwards’
hotel, Mr. Daniel Perry in the chair; Davis Hawley,
Esq., was elected representative, and Dr. George DBa-
ker, clerk—also, a commillee, consisting of John C.
Wilson, Henry Lasher, Collin McKenzie, William
Clow, John Lake, Junr., John Fralech, Senr., Jehiel
Hawley, Senr.; Joseph Smith and Edward Howard.

Inthe township of Fredericksburgh, at the house of
Daniel Bowen, and Captain Alexander Clark being in
the chair ; Mr. Panl Peterson was elected represenia-
tive, and Cyrenns Freshee, eleck—Mr. Joln Clapp
and Mr. Samuel Detlor, o conimtice.

In the township of Adolphus-town, af the Court-
House, Willet Casey, Esn.. M. P., being in the chair;
he was elected representative, and George H. Datlor,
clerk. Moses Carnahan, Archibald Campbell, Tho-
mas Cook and W. Casey, were apvoinied a couuniitee.

In the township of Richmond, at the hause of Jo-
geph ]'rmgit‘. 3 William Pringle was elected represanta-
tive, and Lewis Ketchum, clerk—William L. Bowsen
and Francis Vandeboger, o commiliee.

In the township of Hallowell, at ihe house of Tho-
mas Fyre, Mr, Bliah Carley being in the chair; Mr
Benjunin Hubbe was chosen representative, and B,
W. Armstrong, clerk.

In the township of Ameliasburgh, al the louse of
Henry Butler, Mr. John Garth being in the chair:
Neal MeArthur was elected representative, and David
Wall, clerk—a committee was alse {ormed, consisting
of Mr. John Belyon, 8amuel W. Parsons, Isaae Hoyels
and William Birksman. ]

In the township of Thurlow, at the house of Mrs,
Margaret Sampson, Belville, Robert Smith, Esq., be-
ing called to the chair; Cupl. Thomas Coleman was
chosen represenlative, and John Reynolds, clerk—also
a comnnittee, consisting of John Frederick, Matihias
Rose and Thomas Clapp.

In the township of Sidney, at the house of Mr. John
Ketcherson, John Row, Esq., being in the chair; Capt.
Jacob W. Meyers was appointed representative, and
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Elkanah B, Fairfield, clerk—also, o ecommiliee, com-
posed of Ezekiel Law y Thomas Jones, Moses
Moses and Alexander ( h|-ho|m\ Fisqrs.

1u the township of Loughborough, at the house of
Mr. William Simkins, Mro John Freeman belng ealled
10 the chair: Mr. William Siinkins was appoinled to
he representative, for inhabitants ol }\]q township and
Portland, and Mr. Thomas Raile, elerk—also, a com-
mittee, consisting of Messrs, Luoke lurmt, Peter
Swetzer and David Richmond.

In the tawnship of Marysharph, at the house of
Daniel Wright, and Capt. James Wright being in the
chair; Capt. John All sen representative,
and T rn Henry Dingman, also, @ commitice,
consisting of Peter Huft, John Wright and Peter Rose.

e

Hingston, 13tk June, 1518,

This day having been namell by inkabitants
of Niagara district, in their publication of Princi-
ples and Proceedm_g.s, for the meeling of district
representatives, the following persons, neminated
by their respective townships, appeared Lere,
namely : Davis Hawley, Esq., for Ernest-town;
Thomas Coleman, Esq., Thurlow ; William Prin-
gle, for Richmaond : Jacob W, Mevers, sq,, for
Sidney ; and Daniel Washby ro, Fzq., for Kingston.

Davis Hawley, Esq., being unanimously called
to the chair, it was discover d that a mistake as to
the place of meeting, had caused some township
representalives to assemble at Ernest-town ; and,
In censequence, it was resolved, not to proceed to
the choice of distvict representatives, Treasurer,
and Secretary, this day.

It was resolved, nevertheless, that an assurance
out_{ht immediately to be t_li:c;-ulv’mf] to the Secre-
tary of Ningara district, by the Chairman of this
mcvum_r, rrqucﬂm-r him immediat -v to enmmuni-
cate to Lhe representalives of Niagara district, that
they may depend on being met at York, on the Gth
July next, by persens duly appointed to act for the
Midland district, as to sending to England a Com-
miszion, bearing addresses from this province, to
his Royal Hnrlmew the Prince Regent, on the
state of pul)]l(‘ affairs,

Furthermore, it was resolved
20th of this present month, be )
tised as the day of general meeting of township
representatives and clerks, for this district, at the
hanse of Alie} I, Forward, Inn-ke per, at the hour
lock B, M., in the \.,1 g2 of Bronest-town,
purpose of elect) L repre-
senlatives, a Treasurer, and Secretary.

And likewise it was resolved, that the forego-
ing resolulions be published in Hn next Kingston
Gazette, IM\ IS TIAVY [‘]“.V, Chairman.

that Saturday
ely adver-

of @ o'c
for the s

Ernest-town, 15th June, 1818,
Several representatives of townships of the Mid-
land district, viz: Willet Cusey, | o 2., fop
e township ol ‘dx"lphus!h\vl)' il Peterson, for
Frederi th Amos Ansley Pittsburgl
and Wolf Isla ’nl Capt .]ulm ’\IL(H for Marys-
burgh ; Benj. Hubh:—‘, for Hallowell; ITenry W.
Fox, for Sophiasbureh ; and Neil ‘-ir Arthar, for
Awehasburrh—assembied, by mistake. . at this
place; on Saturday the 15th 1t 1, having sent
an intimation to those who assembled at Kines
fuli. on the said .i'l\' that they waonld meel L
day, at the house of \n" P, "':V:l\v:wl, in this vil-
lurre. to proceed to business,
A mee ting accordingly twel place.
Dapiel W ﬂ:hburn J.>q.. for Kingstan,
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Amos Ansley, for Pittsburgh and Woll-Tsland,
William "vmpl‘mc, for Iml‘nhlluruu"l

Travis Hawley, Bzq., for Ernest- town,

Paul Peterson, for Fredeneksburgh,

William Casey, Ksq. M. P., for Adelphustown,
John Allen, Bzq., for Marysburgh,

Benjamin JIn shs, Eeq. for Hallowell,

Neil McArthar, lm' Ameliasburgh,

T hmn 12 Coleman, Esq., for Thurlow,

Williain Pringle, .fur Rieh mnnt]

[Tacoh William Meyers, for Sidney, and Henry
William FPox, for Soph hu:g.;, lJe'ng .s.h:-cnt, {rom
unavoidable eircumstances, |

Willet Casey, Tisq,, M. P., being unanimous-
ly called to the chair ; Mossrs, Thomsonand Det-
lor, merclianls, were “clected Treasurers for the
Mi-iluml diztrict, and Duniel Washburn, Bsq. tem-
porary ecret ary.

DANIEL WASITBURN,

THOMAS COLEMAN, ]

PAUL PETERSON, L Tsquires,
JACOB WM. MEYERS, & |
DAVIS HAWLEY, ]

were then unanimously elected district represen-
tatives.

A committee of management for the district,
was also appoidted, with power to nominale a
permanent Secretary, who, together with the
Treasnrers, Daniel YWashburn, Davis Hawley, and
Paul icu:r:nl Isquires, should constitute the
same,

The following petition to his Royal Iichness
the Prince Regent, was read and unanimously ap-
proved of; the same to be printed and submitted
to the publie, for consideration and amendment.

Draft of an JAddress propased for prescatation to
the Prince Regent, by the township representatives
of the Midlund dr'.\-zﬂ'c:". submitted to the public,
Jor vemark and awendment,  (Fariations from
the Niagura address, are dislinguished by italics;
omissions nuted by asterisks. )

To his Royal Highness, GEORGE, Prixcr oF
Warnes, Regent of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, &e. &e. Ree.

T'he humble Address of inhabitants of Upper
Canada—

May 17 preask vour Rovan Hicusgss @

The subjects of yvour Royal father, dwelling in
Upper Canada, would need no words 1o give assu-
rance of their loyalty, if the whole troth had re
ed the Throne of their Sovereion. Fhey hayve réas
son to believe that the truth has not been fuirly
told.

During three years of war, Upper Cannda was
ages of a powertul and inveterate
ent of the United States had
100 of this }'l'l'“\'i]”'l_'.
ted under otlierde-
sions AL last the ed torrent of hosti-
lities burst on the ll{‘IL‘H("‘! s children of the
British empire. Nor were they assailed hy, the
wenpons of war .1.Imm Aninsidious proelamation
Inr-(;-.'n!a}xi the host of the ene my. forgetful of ho=-
nor, regardless of !m. nanily, and calentuted to se-
duce or intimidate British sulijects from their® alle-
0 The subjects of Brituin here, remained
yful and firm. 1t was not for property that
they rose agninst the invader,  The invader wanld
have spared Lo them theirproperty. They fewito
arms in defence of the rights and sovereig

elr

rmosed totl
The (¢
long bern con
1[()\ ile pr

1z the invas
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Britain. Twice wasthe Awmerican standard® plant-
ed in Upper Canada, while vet but a handful of
British troops aided the militia of the province.
Twice did these raw batialions of militia wave the
faurel of victory over the prostrate intruders on
their soil. The second year of war saw C
tending against invasion with* little nee from
the parent stale. ‘The second year of the war saw
her sons confirmed in Lheir virtne, and sfill more de-
termined to res Wives and children had fled
from their homes ; the face of the conntry was laid
waste ; nnd the fire of revenge was sent forth to
consumate distress and »rwin.  Sull was Lhe spirit
of the people unextinguished ; stilldid it burn with
patriotism and loyalty.

By the third year, every risk of conguest was at
an end; for now the DBritish aids poured into the
provinee ; and peace was proclaimed, wlien war
was no longer to be feared.

Itis now moare than three years since there was
an end of war; but, itis painful to add, 1hese years
of peace have® not been aticaded with the expected
marks of attention and vegurd to Canaida. Com-
mercial treaties have been formed, withoul provi-
ding for the Brilish interests in this country.  Gov-
ernmental transactions, which used to give spirit
to trade and industry, are at a stand ; troops are
withdrawn ; forifications are suffered to
in; and rumors are abroad too shocking to be re-
peated in the Royal ear.

May it please your Royal Highness to listen
calwly to the complaints and grevances of the
people of Upper Canada,® who are fully assured of
the generous disposition of yonr Royal heart, and
af your desire Lhat British subjects should, every
where, share equally your paternal regard and af-
ectica.

It was matter of mortification to tha people of
this province to see, even during the war, which
afforded such striking proofz of their loyaly and
valor, reporis sent home, highly rating the ment
of regular troops, while the tribute doe Lo Canadi-
an batlalions was unfairly withheld, INay, the
principles of the most loyal subjects here were®
stigmatized by corfain officers, ipnoraut of human
character, and stll more so of circumstances which
affect it in this parl of the world. It was not =o
with the immortal Bunex. e justly appreciated
Canadian worth : and his memory will happily
fong cherish, i the minds of the Canadinn peaple,
a due regard for the genuine spirit of a British sol-
dier, at onee renerons und brave,

The loval nhabitants of Upper Canada would
disdain te notice fhe misrepresentations of individ-
vals, so contrary Lo notorious truth, if these had
vot obviensly conspired, with other causes, Lo les-
gen the mutval regard which should subsist be-
tween British subjects here and at bome, and to
influence the conduct of Ministers towards the ge-
neral interest of this province,

The loval subjects of His Majesty, in Upper Ca-
nada, sufiered gnavonsly, during the war, i their
property ; and muny were beretl of Lheir all.  Jn
afficiat wivestigation, on this enbject, ook place
the claims of sotferers were auibenticated ; and
tliere was eve y reason toexpect, that recoinpense
would immediately follow ; ver nothing hins fol-
lowed, but delay and disnppointment.  Surely, if
there is among maokind a single principle of jus-
tice, thisis one, that the individuals of a nation
otight not, partially, to bear the weight of public
calamity. Surely, individuals who have exposed

anada con-
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their lives for Government, should not, in refurn,
Jind Government regardless of those very prinei-
ples, which it s intended to sostain.  The people
of this province are well aware, that their {ellow
subjects at home, are pressed hard with taxation ;
and far is it from their wish, that relief shonld be
rded from thence. Cag conlaing, within it-
ample means of exonerating Guoverninent
from the elaims of sufierers by war ; anditis with=
in the fiut of your Royal Highness to remove, by
: breath, the evil now so justly complained
Millions of acres of fertile land lie here, ut
I of your Royal Ilighness, upon the
af which, pat under proper management, not
| sufferers eould be saf-
i be raised, for the im-
pravement of the province, and Lthe epenlual increase
of revenue Lo Britain.

Anather grievance, manifesting the neglect of
Government 1o the concerus of Upper Canada, is
equally notorions, and muost be, if possible, still
more abhorrent o the generousfeelings of your
Roval Highness,

The young men of this pravince® were encoura-
&etd to wolunteer in its defence, by a promise of their
commanders, to reccommend that land should be
d them,” al the termination of the war, as a
for their services.®  “Uader the fuith of
this promize, and in oltedience to lowe, the wilitia

ssed beyond the frontier of the provinee, with
aerity ; vet, since the peace, the greater part of
themn have been the pledge of their extra-
ordinary services ; and the land, thus promized to
them, aud defendvd by them, has bevn® withheld.

Sucl ingratitude, such injustice, snch errors in
policy, vour Rayal Highness may be well assured,
could not exist without extraordinary influences ;
and, were your Royal Thghpess safficiently in-
formed as to these, and of the true state of Upper
Caopada, we flatter most important
changes would speedily take place, as well lor the
glory of the throne, ns for the benefit of ils sub-

isfied, but vast sums m

Frnni
orante

rewar

ourselves,

rmit the loyal subjects of his Majesty merely
to sav as mueh, at the present time, o this
as may induce your Roya
guiry to be made.

The lands of the Crown, in Upper Canada, are
of extent, not only stretching far and
W the wilde ttered over the
province, and intermixed wilh private property,
already coltivated, The disposal of these lands is
lefl to Ministers at home, who
are® jpnorant of weny existing cireiunstances, and
liahle to be .‘ni;mxurf upron .";_,j (.'.".'_'f'uf and interested re-
presentations ; 1 to a Counctl of men vesiding in
the provinee, who, befng variously connected, politi-
calfy and personally, with applicanls for grants,
and, like other wuwn, susceptible of partialitice and
}Jl'fjif‘-“iﬁ‘l'ﬂ’. ;‘mrw w]:.‘f."wn f'MfU it “,J't.‘ll.‘l r:»f ]u'()r'a‘r“t{f,u“g,q?
which has oiven mueh dissatisfuction, T'he® abuses
in this department, it is waderstood, came some
vears aco Lo such o piteh,® that the home Minis-
ters® imposed restrictions on the Land Council of
[Tpper Cunada,  'These, however, have nof ¢ffectu-
ally removed the evil.® A system of’ patron
and favoritism, in the disposal of Crowa lands, 7s
still belicved to ovist, as destructive of moral rocti-
tude apd virfuous feeling in 1he ('Ulfl.’ﬂll!!f‘f.r[‘ s 1 is
subversive of genernt confidence and respeet for Go-
vernment ; ‘u .:,ue.r'r'z,',\: f.:f' m.ffm‘.'u'f, r:rnmt‘t‘fwl' with f._‘:f‘
peruliar circumstunces of this provtace, and nob wit-
1

ect,
Highness to order m-

lHnimmenseg

ness, but sc

g 1nto

g their distance,
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nessed n any ofher part of the British empive.  Itis
in vain to look for improvement, until a radieal
change shall be effected. It matters not what cha-
racters fill situations of public trust, at present.
Surh is the course of things, that they ave tnsensibly
drasen into the vortex,  Disappointment, deloy, vex-
ation and confusion, have grown oul of this uuh_ﬂp-
py system ; the lands of the Crown, the giving
away of which has ereated such mischief,* have
therely come to little value.®  The poar subjects
of his Majesty, driven from home, by disterss, to
whom portiens of land are granted, derive small ad-
vantage from their grants; and Loyalists of the
United Empire, the deseendants of those whao sac-
rificed their all, in America, in behalf of British
rule: men whose names were erdered on record,
for their virtuous adherence to your Royal father ;
the descendants of these men* cannot realize the
benefit expected from Lheir destined rewards,”

Under this system of internal management, and
weakenad from other eavses, Upper Canada now
pines in comparative decay. Poverty and discon-
tent are experienced, in a land supremely blessed
with the gifts of nature. A dread of arbitrary
power affects the free exercise of reason and man-
Iy sentiment. Laws have been setaside. Legis-
lators have been browght into derision; and con-
tempt from the mother country, seem [ast gather-
ing strength to disunite the people of Canada
from their friends at home,

The immediate interference of your Royal High-
ness may do much to check existing evils; and
may wholly remedy those which spring from the
system of patronage and favoritism, 1n the land-
granting departiment.  Other evils, however,
greatly retard the prosperity of Upper Canada -
evils which can only be removed by the interference
of the British Parliament.

Deeply penetraled with these sentiments, and
most seriously inclined to have such needfu) chan-
ges speedily effected, the undersigned loyal suti-
Jects of Britain, dwelling in Upper Canada, now
take the extraordinary step of sending home Com-
tissioners to bear this to the Throne, and humbly
entreat your Royal Highness to give ear to the
details, which it will be in their power to relate;
above all, that your Royal Highness would send
ont to this province a Commission, consisting of
discreet and wise men—men of business and talent,
who shall be above every influence here ; and who
may be instructed to inquire into all* existing
sources of evil, and means of improvement.

Resolved, That, while we are conscious that our
object, and that of the land owners whom we re-
Tepresent, is to unite, in a peaceable and eonstitu-
tional mode of proceeding, by a loyal Address to
the Prince Regent, to obtain impartial public in-
quiry, concerning evils believed to existin the ad-
minigtration of this province, with a view to the
removal of them, and theimprovement of the state
of the province, we regard with indignation, any
atlempt Lo stigmatise as illegal, the exercise of one
of the most sucred righits of Englishmen, and to
suppress it by eriminal prosecution.

Resolved, That the township clerks of this dis-
trict, do pay inte the hands of tle Treasurer, all
monies which they have, or may calleet, on ar be-
fore the first of July next; and that the Treasu.
rers be requested to account therefor, an that day,
at this place, to the district committes,

The thanks of the meeting were then voled to
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the Chairman, for his liberal conduet, and also 1a
Mr. Gourray, for his disinterested exertions in ba-
half of the province of Upper Canada.

This general meeting adjourned, Hll a future
day of meeting shall be advertised by the distrig
commitlee.

WILLET CASEY, Chairman.
A true copy, D. Wasnpury, Aecting See'ny.

Mectings in the Western District.

At Amherstburgh, at the house of Mr. W, Searle -
Mr. Roderick Drake wus appointed representative for
the township of Malden, Mr. Alexander Kenith M-
Kenzie, clerk—also, a committee, consisting of James
Caldwell, Guslavus Arwison, and John Miclkle.

At Colchester, at the house of Mr, John Little, Mr.
Rudelph Huffinan being in the chair; Mr. John Brusgh,
was chosen representative, and Mr. Gordon Buehan.
non, clerk—also, o committee, consisting of Messs.
John Little, Thomas Wright, Henry Lypps, and John
Farres.

Al Gosfield, at the house of My, Rabert Murray, Mr.
Leonard Scratch being in the chair: Me Joseph Wi-
gle was cliosen representative for the townships of
Gosfield and Mereia, Mr. John L. Roe, clerk—and
Messrs. Michael Fox, Jacob Fox, Peler Scrateh, and
UHenry Secratch, a committee,

At Bandwich, at the house of Mr. Thomas Lewis,
J. B. Touneanx, Chairman; Mr. Simon L’ Due was
appointed representative, Mr. Augosten Langlois,
clerk, and a commitiee, Messrs, (. Pajot, Alexis Pa-
rent, Jacques Parent, and Gabrilles Boudix.

Sandwich, 18t Fune, 1815,

This day a meeting of the representatives for the
following townships in the county of Fssex, and
Western district, was held at the house of Mr.
Thomas Liewis, for furtherine the general cause
recommended in Mr, Robert Gourlay's address to
the Resident Land Owners of U, Canada, dated
2d April, 18138. PaesexT;

Mr. Johin Brush, representing the township of
Coichester,

Mr. Joseph Wigle, do. Gosfield and Mercia.

Mr. 8imon L'Due, do. Sandwich, Moy and
Petite Cote.

Mr. Roderick Drake, do. Malden,

Mr. Brush being unanimously called to the chair,
the business of the day commenced by Mr., Brush's
reading over the addross of Robert Gonrlay, to the
Res?{dent Land Owners of U, Canada, dated 24
A[:rl], 1318. The recommendations therein con-
tained, were declared to be those generally ap-
proved of, at the several township meetings held
thronghout the county of Rssex. Mr. Prideaux
Girty was appointed Treasnrer for the county of
Essex only, and Mr, Alexander Kenith MeKen-
zle was zppointed Secretary: and these gentle-
men were desired Lo retire with township clerks,
to arrange accounts and commence a regular jour-
nal of transactions. The meeting lheuupl‘nueeﬁeri
to choose u representative for Lhe counly of Ls-
sex, when Mr, Roberick Draxe was dulv'elected,
and in conformity te the resolutions formed in the
Niagura district, will proceed (o Ancaster, by the
8d duy of July next, and from thence to prfxct‘ed
to York, by the 6ith of the same month, to appear
ai the Provineial Convention,

Meetings in the Distvict of Gore,
Jeme Gily, K18,
In (he fownship of Tralalgar, at the house of Mr.
Dani¢l Munn ; Mr. Samson Howell was chosen Tepre-
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senlative; and Mr, Joln Brown, clerk ; alse, & com-
mitlee, viz: Messrs. James Thompson, Daniel Munn,
Win. Tisdule, and John Kaiting.

In the township of Barton, at the house of Samuel
Price, Geo. Hamilton, Esq., J. I, being in the chair;
Richard Beasley, [ y 4o P., was chosen representa-
tive, and Samuel Ryckman, elerk lso, a commitiee,
consisting of Thomas Davis, Rymal, John
Smith, and Daniel Crosswail,

Jacoh

In the township of Anecaster, at Newton’s Inn, Mr.
Samuel Andruss in the chair; Mr. Peter Hogeboom
was chosenr representative, and Mr. Thomas Lawra-
clerk—also, a commitlee, consisting of Mr. John
Binkly, Mr. William B.VanEvery, and Jolin Vanderlip.

=011,

In the township of \nl«-m, at the house of Caleb
Napkins, Mr. Moses McCay in the chair; Wm, Chis-
holm was clhosen representative, and Win. MeCay,
clerk. -

In the township of I’I.mll:mnwlh Fast, at the house
of Mr. Gabriel Hopkins, Gea. C Enahn!m, sq., in the
chair; John Chisholm, Esq., was elecled representa-
tive, and Mg, F. I. Harrold, clerk—also, a ummnlh e,
consisting ol Messrs. Geo. Chisholin, Jun., l';.ilulc]
Hapkins, and Christian Row.

In the township of Beverly, at the house of Mr.
Rinear \.umkfl Mr., Andrew Jones, representative,
and Mr. James Dmrv clerk—also, a commillee. con-
sisting of Messrs, Jaines Cope, James Jones, and John
Humel.

In the township of Glanford, at the house of Mr.
Christopher Terraberry, Paul Huffinan being in the
chair; Thomas Choat was chosen representaiive, aud
John Hayes, clerk—also, a committes, consisting of
Meogers, George F. Bmith, Jacob L. S8mith, and John
Treanor.

Hamilton, District of Gore, June 150, 18185,

This day a meeting of the representatives from
the different townships of the district, assembled
at the Inn of Samuel Price, for the purpose of pe-
titioning the Prince Regent, on the general state
of public ailzirs now existing in the proevince of
Upper Canada.

Richard Bensley, Iisq. representing the township
of Barton.

Pater Hogeboom,  do.  Ancaster,
Jacob Bpringstoen, do.  Saltfleet,

Andrew Jones, do.  Beverly.
John Chisholin, Esq. do,  East I'lamborough,

Capt. Wm. Chisholm, do,  Nelson,

Sampson Howell,  do.  'Trafalgar.
Thomas Choat, do.  Glandford.
Fredervick Yeoward, do.  Huldimand.
Jacob Erb, do.  Walerloo,

Peter [ogeboom being unanimousaly called to
the ehair, the business of the day commenced by
reading Mpe. Gourlay’s address to the Resident
FLand Gwners of Upper Canada, and the petition
to the Prince Regent. The address and petition
were unanimously approved of, by the meeting.
The meeting proceeded to choose representatives
for the district, and the fullowing persons were
unanimously chosen, viz:

Ricliard Beasley, Isq. to represent the county
of Wentwarth.

Capt. Wm. Chishalm, the county of Halton.

The meeting proceeded to elect a Treasurer and
Secretary : Geo. Hamilton, Esq. was elected
Treasurer, and John Chisholm, Fsq., Secretary.
The meeling passed a vote of t hanks to Mr. Gonr.
lay, for his spm!uj interference in behalf of his
Majesty’s subjects in this province.
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Mectings in the Fohustown Distviet.

In the township of Crosby, June Gth, 1518, at the
school house, Mr. Joseph Merriman in the chair ;
Chapman }‘r-mu.q-l‘ was appointed rcprwrnt_umvﬂ, and
Nathaniel Ketchum, elerk: alse, a commilies, con-
v of Messes, Joseph Merriman, Henry Halladay,
aron Pennock,

n the towunship of Kitley, 22nd June, 1818, at the
house of William Talman, Benjamin Lyman, Esq.,
I Py in the ehair; Capt. Dunean Livingstone was
chosen representative, and 1. 8. Roat, clerk: also, &
committee, consisting of Benjamin Lyman, Feq., Ti-
moihy Soper, William W. lu: wn, and John Alnuhl

In the township of Bastard, 23rd June, . at the
])nin(’ of E. Chamber Mr. Barnabas Ipinan in

the ebair; De. Gearg akenridge wuas chosen re-
presentative, and Siles th, clerk : also, a comumit-
tee, composed of Messre. Willlam Stevens, Daniel
Terrie, Sheldon Nicliols, and Judson Steddard.

I=IR

In the township of Landsdown, 23rd June, 1818, at
the housze of Mrs. Lee, Mr. Nuthan Hicok in the
chair ; he was chosen representalive for inhabitants of
thiz tewnship and Leeds, Mr. OQliver Faton, clerk;

anid ommitler, consisting of M 5. Wm. Pansh,
Johin Birathers, Allan Sweet, [saac Soper, and the

represenlalive,

In the township of Yonge, 24ih JunP 1813, at the
hevses of Johu Dickson and Stephen Andrews, Capt.
Jaseph Wiltsie and Mr. Wm. Thomson, in le chair ;
Benoui Willsie, Esq., was chosen representative, and
Mr. Andrew Teed, clerk : also, a commitlée, consist-
ing of Mes Jolin Dickson, Squire Mott, Dauiel
Iiul;s\ Williamn Thomson, Waller Adams, and Tho-
mag . Kenyon.

In the township of Elizabethtown, at the house of
Mr. Dayton, 26th Jane, 1818, Thomas Smith, Esq.,
1o P.,in the ehair; he was chiosen representative, and
Mr. JToln Kilborn, clerk : also, 2 commilles, consist-
ing of Messrs, Truelove Butler, Vincent Booth, Fd-
ward Howard, John Ketehum, and Abraham J).LV ton,
Esq., 1. D.

Blizubethtown, June 26th, 1518,

Which day the following persons, chosen to re-
present inhabitants of townships in the Johnstown
district, with a view to co-operate with inhabit-
ants of the district of Niagara and others, in send-
ing to kngland a (mmmhwm beariny addresses
to bis Royal Highness the Prince Regent, on the
state of Upper Cunada, assembled at the Imurc af
Abrebam Dayton, lisq, Elizabethitown, viz ;—Tho-
mas Smyth, lsq. 1, P, representing inh.llnmnts of
Elizabethtown ; Doncan Livingston, Esq., do Kit-
ley: Dr, (rr‘nrrrp Jreakenridpe, do. Bas dl'[’: Mr.
Nathan Iieok, do. (rear and front ol) Yonge;
Mr, Chapman Penncel, do, Croshy.

Tuomas Buvrn, Bsq. J. P. being called to the
chair, it was
1sf, Hsolved and careied, That only about half
the townships of this distriet having appointed re-
presentatives, one representative shall be eonsid-
ered suflicient to pruu)csl to York, on behalf of the
same.

2d. Resolved and carried, That the necessary
charges of the distriet representative atlending his
dnty at York, shall be defrayed out of the district
fund, and be payable to the order of the committee.

The meeting Lhen proceeded to choose a dis-
trict representaiive, when Mr. Nathan Hicok was
duly elected : Jobn Kilborn was chosen Secreta-
ry, and Thomas Smyth, Esq. J. P. Treasurer—a
comnmittee was also appointed, consisting of Abra-
ham Dayton, Esq. J. P., Thomas Smyth, Esq. J.
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P., Tidward IHoward, Vincent Booth, Jobn Kil-
horn, and the district representatives—any three
ta be a quornm.

ad. Resolved and carried, That, as many peo-
ple in the townships, from whence representatives
have nat been gent to this meeting. are known to
be well disposed to the eause, the district commit-
tee shall correspond with sueh people, and have an
agent or agents appointed in exch of said town-
ships, to receive subscriptions from individuals,
and report-concerning the same, ta the Secretary.

4th. Resolved and corvied, That the committee
shall have power Lo direct payments to be made by
the Treasarer, and if’ occasion requires, they may
at any time call a ipeeting of township represen-
tatives, to consult as to any unforeseen cirgum-
stance,

Sth. Resolged and carried, That it shall be elear-
1y understood, that all monies not applied to, or
required for the purposes in view, shall be refund-
ed, in due proportion, to individual subscribers.

6. Besolved and carvied, That Lhe district re-
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presentative shall consult with other representa-
tives, when assembled at York, as fo a proper
draft of an address to his Royal Highness the
Prince Regent ; and that a copy of the same be
laid by him before the township respresentatives of
this district, at their first general meeting afler his
return from York.

Tth, Resolved and carvied, That this general
meeting do adjourn, till Saturday the 25th July
next, then to meet at the honse of Url Stone, in
Elizabethtown, at the hour of twelve o'clock, and
that the clerks of the several townships do then
and there present themselves, with subseription
lizts and money collected, to be paid over by them
to the district T'reasurer.

{Signed) THOMAS SMYTH, Chairmaz.
A true copy, {Signed) Joux Kinsonw, Clerk.

[Here ends what was printed in
two pamphlets, and paid for out of the
subscriptions of Niagara district.}
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ARREST AND TRIAL OF MR. GOURLAY,

Extracted from Report of the Trial, prinled in a pamphlet al Kingston,
jmmcdia[ely (lfl!}?’ his acqmtia:l.

WARRANT.
Tur Kixe v. Roprrr Gournay,
UPPER CANADA.

mintavn ¢ FEYO Roserr Yousa, high Consta-
DISTRIGT, § bie, or fo any other Constable in
the town of Kingston—Greeting @ WnerEas, in-
farmalion end  complaint hath been mare before
me, (Thomas Marklond, Esquire. one of his Ma-
Jesty's Justices of the Peace, in andd for the said ois-
trict,}) on oath, that Robert Gourley, late of King-
ston, in the said district, gentloman, af .".'iﬂ'\:_r.\'.“n.rr, n
the said distvict, on or aboul the ‘ﬁt‘.\'(" n'rr_i" 'if. June
instant, wnlawfilly, wmoliciously and wickedly, did
prublish and wtler @ fulse, wicked and sedilivs libel,
styled, ©* Principles and Proceedings of the haerbi-
tauts of the District of Ningava, for addressing
kis Royal Highness the Prince Regent, respecting
the eloims of suflerers in war, lunds to wililia men,
and the general benefit of Upper Conadu @ printed
al the Niagara Spectolor office, 18150 price, one
shilling, Halifur” wilending therely, the peace and
common tranguility of owr Lord the King, and this
his province of Upper Canada, 1o disquiet, molest
and disturb, aud to hring the Governmert of our
saitt Lord the King, in this his proviace, info great
hateed, contempl and scondal, with all iis faithful
and licge subjects of the said province.

These aie, therefore, to chavge aud command you
to apprehend and arrest the sald Roberl Gourlay, if
he shall be found within your baitwick, and bring
him before me, or some other of his Meajesty’'s Justi-
ces of the Peace, to be dealt wills as the I direets,

Given under my hand and seal, this cleventh day
of June, one thousand eight huadred and eighicen,
al Kingston, in the Midland dictyict,

(Signed) THOS MARKLAND, I P. (L.S.)

I do hereby certify that the above is a frue copy of
the original warraut.

{Signed) ROBERT YOUNG, High Constable.

JUROCRS EMPARNNELLED QN THE TRIAL.
OLIVER THIBODO, foreman, ELIJAH TENNY,
SAMUEL MERRILL, ALEXANDIR WATSON,
THOMAS SMITH, JOSEPIL RANSIER,
JAMES MEAGHER, JOHN DOWLING,
LOOMIS NORTON, ANDREW DENIKE,
JAMES McGEE, GLORGE OLIVER.

Fatracted from the Kingsion Gazelts, Aupust 18, 1818,
MR. GOURLAY'S TRIAL.

On Satarday the 15th inst., the case of the Niag
v. Robert Gourlay, for publishing a seditions Li-
bel, was tried belore the Court of Assizes, now
gitting in this town. The publication charged as
libellous, was the Niagara petition to the Prince
Regent. 1t being a cavse of great expeetalion,
the Court-Hounse was thronzed beyond what was
ever known on any former oceasion.  The Solici-
tor General opened the prosecntion, and predaced
Stephen Miles, printer, as a witness, to prove the
publication of the pamphijet, which not being pre-
cisely proved, was adnitted, by the defendant.
Mr. Gourlay entered into a very full defence,
whicl, we vuderstand, will probably be published.
e called John Clark, Tsq., of Niagara, to prove
his cliaracter and conduet, in that district, and thas
the petition charged 1o be a libel, alibough written
by the defendant, was exainined, app'roverj and
published, by u comuiitlee of the representalives
of that distriet, with their names anneged to the
publication,  The defendant nlso called James
Wilkie, isq., Ordnance store keeper, of Kingston,
who testified that, from his eatliest years, he had
been well acquatnted with Mr. Gourlay ; having
been bronght up in the sume neighborlood, and
gserved under his command, as a commandant of
volunteers, in Fifeshire ; also, that Mr. Gourlay’s
character, in his native country, was fair and irre-
proachable,and his family and connexions of the first
respectability. The Solicitor General replied, at
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. great length., Judge Campbell, who had exercised
much patience and candor during the arguments,
delivered a learned and able charge to the Jury,
who withdrew, and in about half an hoor returned
into Court, with a verdict of NOT GUILTY.
As soon as the verdict was delivered, an instanta-
neous and general burst of applanse, which con-
tinned for some minutes, marked the state of the
public feeling, on this interesting subject.

Thus the verdict of a Jury, after a full and fair
discussion in Court, has established the richt of
uniting in a petition to the Prince Regent, and
using the requisite means of forming such union;
and has refuted the most extraordinary charge,
that a large proportion of the loyal ishabitants of
this province have been guilty of a seditions libel,
by the circulating and adopting the petition in
fuestion.

Ou Monday the 17th inst., a number of gentle-
mien gave Mr. Gourlay a dinner, at Moare’s Coffee-
house. AL seven o'clock, the company, consisting
of between 30 and 40, sat down to a table fur-
nished in Mr. Moore's best style,  Mr. T, Dalton
presided, assisted by Mr, 8. Johns, as Vice Presi-
dent. After the cloth was removed, Mr, Dalion
addressed himself to the company nearly in these
words :—

“GentLenEN, 'Entow Countrymen—It is pe-
culiarly gratifying to me, (as I am sure it is 1o
every one present,) to witness the universal joy
that has been diffused, by the firmness and integ-

ity of a Canadian Jury, in protecting from the

ruide hand of spoilers, the best, the deurest, the

hallowed right of every British subject: it is a

gure pledge, that Euglish liberty will be parpetu-

ated in Upper Canada. We are met to express to
each other, i social harmony, our unbounded sa-
tisfacuion at the happy escape of Mr. Gourlay,
from the merciless fangs of low minded pride, bal-
stered and propped by a * little brief authority.”

This event is of such ilmmense Importance to every

man in Lthe country, who has any, the least, regard

for the inestimahle blessings of our glorious con-

stitution, that it wouold indeed be wonderful did

not your hearts this day overflow with mirth and

hilarity.”

The following toasts were given from the Chair,
and drank with shouts of applavse. Between
each toast, an appropriate song was called for,
and sung with true patriotic feeling, and mrthful
giee,

Tup Kixe !

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent—23ay his
ears be opened to the petitions of his Joyal sub-
peets and his hands ready to redress their wrongs!

The Duke of Richmond, whose character in
England and lreland, afiords a bappy presage of
lis government in this country !

His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieu-
tengnt Governor of this province—May Ins admi-
nistration justify the high expectations formed of
it, by promoting an inguiry inte the state of the
province !

The constitutional right of Petitioning—Disap-
pointment and disprace to those who would stifle
& by criminal prosecutions !

Robert Gourlay ! whose honerable acquittal we
tinmemorate—May his slanderers, assailants and
frosecutors blugh for their abuse of him!

Mr. Gourlay rose, and addressed the company
v follows :—

L ™
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“GreaTLEMEy—] am a poor public speaker, yet,
were | really a pocd oue, no langoage could ex-
press my leelings on this occasion., As il concerus
myself, individually, I sineerely thank you for the
honor done me : no traveller, “pelted by the piti-
less storin,” conld ever have half the satisfuction
fram welcome to a hospitable retreat, as | now ex-
perience in your company ; hut, rentlemen, when
I consider that, with wy deliverance, is connected
that of the freedom of this country, and the most
valnable public right of British subjects, [ am most
traly proud of this oeceasion—I sympathize with
you, as fellow subjects—I rejoice with you as men ;
and all personal soffering and abuse sinks into
nothing :—under such cirenmstances, charity to
my enemies becomes an casy virtue.

“ Gentlemen—whatever may have been thought
or whatever wmay have been said, 1 declare upon
my honor, that a0 expression ever dropped from
my pen tainled with malice: and in no instance
Lhave T been the first to attack, An enthnsiastic
regard for the cause which T espoused, while 1
was conscious of the best intentions, and had my
eye fixed on the mighty good which might result,
has often made me severe with those who opposed
it—perhaps imprudently severe ; for it is often the
best policy to answer mesn and base reflections,
with silence and contempt. Gentlemen—I cou-
fess to you, that in one or two instances | have
erred ; but error is human. Now, that the preat
objects in view are so well established, [ shall be
most happy to have done with petty warfare and
party bickering : as soon as the ends of justice
and the law are sufficiently sati I, I shall be
most ready and willing 1o exchang veness
with my enemies, 1n every quarter,”

The Integrity of Judges, and the Indepeadence of
Juries, equally entitled to respect !

The Liberty of the Press, the sufegnard of civil
liberty !

Iztr[ul:\"f{:[i:’_{[. the first n’u.’_ff of u M wistrate—
Refarmation or removal from office, to those who
sacrifice it; to personal or party feelines !

Our worthy visitors from other districts |

The followine volunteers were given, from va-
rious parts of the table 3

A straight jacket, instead of asilk gown, for the
advacate of the new doctrine, thot the inhabitants
of this province may unite in a peneral petition,
but must not publicly propose or communicate &
petition to each other, fur the purpoese of forming
sueh union, on painof prosecution for it as a libel,
whether true or false !

May the rights and privileges of a virtuous peo-
ple ever be supported !

May those who have taken an active part in the
measures adopted by the fiends to enquiry, never
regret what they have dope!

The finger of scorn, pointed at those who, for
want of raticnal arguments, attack their opponents
in the streets, with clubs aud whips, and fists;, and
teeth, and nails!

The fmmortal Wellingtfon, the glory of Great
Dritain, the pride of {reland, and the admiration of
the world !

May the matter contained in the pamplilet de-
nounced as noxious, by the Bolicitor General,
prove an antidote Lo eorruption !

The evening was spent in social hilarity ; and
before the company separated, this sentiment was
drank : “Iappy to meet, happy to part, and happy
to meet again.”

isfie
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PARELTIAMENT OF

Jlonday, 12ih Oct, 1518,
At 2 o'clock this day, his Excellency the Lieu-
tenant-Governor proceeded in state, from the gar-
rison to the Legislative Council chamber, where,
being seated on the throne, his Excellency direct-
ed the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, to de-
mand the atlendance of the House of Assembly,
when his Excellency was pleased to open the ses-
sion with the following
SPEECTI :

Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Couneil, and

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

The total want of funds to meet Llie exigencies
of the stale, has compelled me to call you togeth-
er earlier than the usual period; but 1 hope il is
at a season which interferes little with your con-
venience.

I hiave to announce to you, that no alteration
has taken pliace in the indisposition of our venera-
ble Sovereign,

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent receives
from Foreign Powers, the strongest assurances of
their Iriendly disposition to the DBritish empire, and
of their carnest desire to preserve the general tran-
quility.

The prospect of continued peace, is peculiarly
auspicious to this ecountry : your undivided atten-
tion will be given toits interests; you will inquire
into its wants, and find rewedies for ils embarras-
ments.

In the course of your investigation you will, I
doubt not, feel a just indignation at the attempls
which have been made to excite discontent, and to
organize sedition. Should it appear to you, that
a Convention of delegales cannot exist without
danger to the Conslitution, in framing a law of
prevention, your dispassionate wisdom will he
careful that it shall not unwarily trespass on that
gacred right of the subject, to seek a redress of his
grievances by petition.

A trealy is on foot with our Indian neighbars,
for the purchase of new territory, mc]udmg cer-
tain tracts, which serve by their mt.erx'(inLion, to
disconnect our western settlements,

It appears to me that no object can be of more
intrinsic value to this colony, than an incressed
population; nor any, on the acquirement of which,
a small expenditure of revenuve is likely to present
the state with a greater return.  Whether it would
nol be advisable to tender assistance in some ef-
fectnal manner, to those poor emigrants who may
seek to become your counirymen, is a subjeet 1
recommend to your serious consideralion,

Youor attention will be directed to certain laws
which are expiring, and to others which have ex-
pired, that you may decide on the propriety of con-
inuing the one, or reviving the other. Tocarry any
laws which you may enact for the comfort, :'lli,ly
or morality of the subjmt or for the reneral bene-
fit of the province, into full effect, you may depend
on iy hearty co-operation.

Gentlemen of the House of Wlssembly :

I shall direct the proper oflicer tolay before
you, the accounts of the receipts and expenditure

of the provineial revenue, with an estimate of what
may be required for the support of the eivil Go-
vernment,
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Eziracted from newspapers of the day.

Honorable Genllemen and Gentlemen

Convened as you now are, for the great pur-
pose of elevaling your country by the wisdom of
your councils, you feel each of voo impressed with
the responsibility and dignity which invests yous
you recollect the celebrity of vour proceedings:
these considerations, enlightened manners, and
the beneficent, influence of religion, will no doubt
regulate the intercourse between your augasl as-
sewmblies,

The followin ing udrhcv— nf the Hon. the Legisla-
tive Conncil, was presented to his Bacelleney the
Lieut. Governor, on Wednesday the 14th inst,

Do bis Lxcellency Siv Peregrine Maitlond, Knight
Caommander of lhe most nonmubfr' Military Or-
der of the Buath, Licutenont-Governor of the pro-
vinee of Upper Canada, aad . l]u}ru-f,mm al com-
manting his Mojesiy \fmr'r.s theretn, §rc. doe. §ec.

May 17 PLEASE YOUR EXcELLBNGY ¢
We, his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the

L ative Council of Upper Canada, in Provin-

cial Parliament a»en:h]od ber lpave to offer our

thanks for your Speech, at the opening of this ses-
sion of the Leglslatore.

We are }m] »¥ to embrace this opportunity of
congratulating your Excellency, on your safe ar-
rival to assume the duties of your exalied station
amongst us,

It is with regret that we learn from your Excel-
leney, Lhat no alteration has taken place in the in-
disposition of our venerable Sovereign.

The strong assurances which his Royal [ich-
ness the Prince Regent has received, from For
eign Powers, of their friendly (]!hpusltloﬂ to the
British ernpirrr, and of their carnest desire to pre-
serve the general tranquility, affords us the hizh-
est satisfaction ; cenvinced, with your L\cri.ennv
that a continuance of peace will be peculiarly su-
spicious to Lhis province, to the interests of which
we will bestow our utmost atiention.  We will in-
qmre into jts wants, and endeavor to find out re-
medies for its embarrassments.

YWe shall at all times feel a Just indignation at
every attempt which may excite discontent, or
organize sc(huon and if it shall appear to us that
a Lo.noxmon of deif gates cannot exist, without
danger to the (‘cmsuu,nun in framing a law of
prevention, we will he carefol that it shall not un-
warily trespass on the sacred right of the subject,
to seck, by petition, a redress of his grievances.

It affurds us pleasure to learn, that there is a
treaty on foot with our Indian nmrﬂmur\ fur the
purc]mce of new territory, inc Jlulmc: certain tracts
which serve by their intervention, to disconnect
the western settlernents of this proviaece,

We are persuaded that no object can be of more
intrinsic v l]UP to this colony, than an increased
pupuhunn and we will be reuiy to co-operate in
such measures as may render asgistance to the ne-
eessitous emigrants, who may seek to become set-
tlers of this province.

We will attend carefully to the laws which are
expiring, und to such as have expired.

We thanl.lnllv receive your Excellency’s offer
of co-operation, to carry into full effect the laws
which may be enacted for the comfort, safely or
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morality of the subject, or for the general benefit
of the province,

To wlich his Excellency was pleased to reply.
Honorvable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council :

I am mu
have heen ple
for your addre

h gratified by the senf
sed to express: accept

s yoil
my thanks

On Monday the 19th tnst., a committee of the
House of Assembly presented the following ad-
dress to his Exeellency ¢
To his Excellency Str Pereevine Maitland, Knioht

Commuander of the Most Honovable Milita ry Q-

der of the Bath, Lieut. Governor of the province

of Upper Corada, and Major- General comman-

ding his Majesty's forces therein, dc. §c. §c.
MAY 17 PLEASE YOUR

aX

ELLENCY :

We, his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Commens House of Assembly, in Provincial Par-
liament assembled, beg to offer to your Excellen-
¢y our sincere congratulations on your accession
to the government of this province, and to return
thanks for your most gracious Speech from the
Thirone, at the opening of the present session.

While we regret to learn that no favorable
change has taken place in the health of our belov-
ed Sovereign, we view with much satisfaction the
happy prospect of continued peace and prosperily
to g Majest

y's subjects, in the assurance of the
friendly dispositions of IMoreign Powers, received
by his Royal ilighness the Prince Regent. We
feel that to no poriion of his Majesty's subjects can
this prospect be more auspicions, thao to this in-
fant colony ; and our most anxious wish is to co-
aperate with your Excellency in improving this
period of tranquility, by every measure that may
tend to relieve the provinee from any temporary
embarrassment, and to advance its general pros-
perity.

We feel 2 just indignation at the systematic at-
tempts that have been mude to excite disconlent,
and organize sedition, in this bappy colony, while
the usual and constitutional mode of appeal, for
real or supposed grievances, las ever been open to
the people of this province, never refused or even
appealed to; and deeply lament that the insidious
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desirns of one factiovs individual, should have sue-
ceeded in drawing inte the support of his vile ma-
chinalions, so many honest men and loya! subjects
to his Majesty.  We remember, that this favered
land was sssigned to our fathers, as o retreat for
guffering loyalty, and not a sapetnary for sedition.
In the course of onr investigation, shonld it appear
to this House, that a Convention of delegates can-
not exist withaat danger to the Canstitution, in
framing a law of prevention, we will carefally dis-
tingnish between such Conventions and the lawful
act of the subject in petitioning for a redress of
real or imaginary grievances—that sacred right of
every DBritish subject, which we will ever hold in-
violable.

We pereeive, in your Excellency’s communica-
tion of the proposed purchase of new territory from
the Indiens, so important, and indeed so necessa-
ry, to the growth of our western settlements, a
flattering pledge of your Excellency’s sincere de-
sire to benefit the province ; and will give our best
cansideration to yonr Excellency’s recommenda-
tion, that some effectual assistance shall, if possi-
ble, be extended to those poor emigrants who seek
to become our countrymen.,

The laws that have expired, or are about to ex-
pire, shall receive our attention; and in reviving
or continuing such of them as may be required, or
devising new measures for the public good, we
feel Lappy in relying upon your Excellency’s as-
surance of hearty eo-operation.

The investigation of the public accounts, when
submitted to us, and the provizions for the sup-
port of the civil Government, for the corrent year,
will necessarily engage our cares; and impressed
with a proper sense of the respuasibility of onr du-
ties, and how importaut it is that we should faith-
fully discharge them, we trust we =hall be actua-
ted in all our deliberations, by a spirit most likely
to lead to a happy resnlt,

When lis lixcellency was pleased to make the
fallowing reply :

Genllemen of the Howse of JAssembly :

T am much gratified by the sentiments vou have
been pleased to express, and [ doubt not your wis-
dom will give them eflicacy, in the enactment of
salutary laws,

= Gege B
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To the Friends of Enguiry.
York, 24th Qctober, 1813,

Gextoanpy—Having been honored with your
appointment, as members of a commillee, with oth-
ers, te alter the wording and style of the address
to his Excelleney Sir Peregrine Maitland, we con-
eeive it proper that you should be made acquaint-
ed with the result of the deliberations of the com-
mittee, for which purpose we insert @ copy of the
address ns amended.

To his Excellency Siv Peregrine Maitland, K. C.
B. Lieut. Governor of the province of Upper Ca-
aadu, Major General commarding his Majestiy's
Sforces therein, ¢c. J-c.

The humble address of Richard Beasley, Lsq.

Chairman of the Upper Canadian Convention of

Friends te Enquiry :

DEPUTATIO!

g

My it please Your Excellency—

In my own name, and that of theusands of the
inhabitants of this prevince, which you are deslin-
ed to govern, [ beg leave to address your Exeel-
lency, dutiiully and affectionately. We waonid
say, that the people of this province only want
your confidence the more to deserve it,

Surely a people who, for three years, withstood
every assaelt of an insidious, a daring and power-
ful enemy, merely for the maintenance of British
soverpignty, need not dwell on expressions of loy-
alty, or be anxious about tests of respect for him
who is sent to represent the Royal presence among
them. On these subjects there can be but one nn-
divided sentiment ; and on the present oceasion,
that sentiment must be proudly elate will: the ad-
ditional consideration, that lie who now comes io
oceupy the highest dignity among us, was t

tutor~

pE———




32

ad under the immortal Wellington, and has for his
friend and advizer, & man no less dear to the lov-
ers of rational liberty. Yes, Sir, we will be frank
in confessing, Lhat }:cmr near connexion with the
Duke of Richmond, and arrival of that great man
in these provinces, ng Governor-in-Chief, generates
in our breasts allons which no other forlune
could have inspired.*

Upper Canada had, during the last twenty years,
many Governors ; bul twenty vears, with little ex-
ception, only gave experience of disappointment in
the administration of civil affairs. These twenty
vears had almost extinguished 1o our breasts eve-
ry hope of good, from the change of Governors ;
but we now feel the intluence of a latent spark ;
we are now sanguine in locking forward to more
cheering times, and to the possession of every ad-
vantage which the British constitntion has so Jib-
erally to bestow. The same hands from which
vou will receive this address, will present you with
a printed detail of © Principles and Proceedings,”
which, for some months pasl. have been agitating
the public wind in this province, It will require
hat a glance to be assured, that serious cavses
must exist, {or such agitation ¢ and you will find
that the most anxious desire of the great majority
af thase whom vou have been sent to govern, is,
that inguiry may be made into the state of this
pravince, by which every real cause of agitation
may cease.

Yonr Excelleney will find, from the JTournals of
the Provineial Parlinment, that the subject of in-
auiry has heen repeatedly brought forward in the
Commons [Touse of Assembly ; and you will find,
an the same record, but roo good reasens for des-
pair of full success i that guarter. The Provin-
cinl Parliament is not, indeed, competent, with its
brest endeavors Lo inquire into every matter which
retards the moprovement of Upper Canada, nor
has it guthority to correct every evil.  Those who
now atkdress your Bxcellency, being aware of this,
and worn out with disappeintment, bhad resolved to
send bome a Commission, praying his Royal High-
ness the Prince Regent to cause ingniry immedi-
ately to be made, that the Imperial Parliament
might proceed to interfers upon information sol-
lenly obtained,  Circomstances induce them,
now, Lo delay this measure, and entreat your Iix-
cellency to summon, with convenient speed, the

*rovincial Parliament, that this orand measure,
hig with the fale of Canada, may vel originate and
proceed from the wost desirable sonrece—from the
regularly constituted representation of the people,
in liltie more than two months, the weighty la-
bors of harvest will be over, and, shonld Parlia-
ment be o session before the end of September,
every necessary step could be taken there, to pre-
pare the way for inquiry in the Tmperial Parlia-
ment, at an early stage of its next session,

This is what we anxiously desire; but if your
Excelleney shall see ft, the better to accomplish
the desired object, te dissolve the present Com-
mons [louse of Assembly, and issue writs for as-
sembling a new set of representatives, we wonld
more particolarly rejoice, and be gredllygmore
conflident of suceess

¥ An errer was committed all along
—taking this Duke of Riclanond for
his predecessor, the first leader of
Larliamentary reform.
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We must, with shame, acknowledge to your fy.
cellency, that the inhabitants of Upper Canada
have hitherto paid Loo little regard to the charse-
ter of those whom they have chosen to represent
them in Parliament. Not only has this been the
case, but, from an indifference to the conrse of
public affairs, from a heedlessness of the peopleat
large, to Parliamentary proceedings, the most sls-
venly habits have been confirmed, and great irreg-
ularities witnessed.  We shall not tire your I
cellency with a recital, but of a few instances in
point, nor shall we go back to quote the most
shocking facts; we shall only refer to a few trans-
aclions of the present Parliament. Tt has sat two
sessions, At the opening of the first session,
when matter of vital import lay for copstderation
—even just grounds for impeachment of their then
Governor—day afier day was oceupied with &
squabble about the conduct of an individual out of
doors—a subjeet altogether below the notice of a
grave assembly. Bye and bye, the annnal supply
was voted, and put at the disposal of the Gover-
nor, who, by arbitrary acts, bad thwarted the laws
of the land, and then, at an extraordinary late spa-
son, resolutions were brought forward, i the teeth
of the Governor's known sentiments, and seem-
ingly only to proveke his displeasure.

The resoltions were excellent ; but they were
wofully mistimed. The Governor, provaked, for-
zat himselt—{orgnt that solemnity which, at home,
13 ever particularly regarded ; he went up to Par-
liament, without the appearance of state, without
tlie ceremony of notice, or due consullation, and
hastily pul a period to the session.

The Parhament was again summoened in Feb-
ruary last. It was expected that some degree of
spirit would have been manilested, in shew of dis-
pleasure of insulted dignity. It was expected that
the consideration of resolutions, of high lmpor-
tance to the public weal, would be instantly re-
sumed.

The conduct of this session, hewever, fell even
lower than before. An offer of recompense for
sufferers in war, unhappily intreduced into the
Speech from the Thirone, and only tending to dis-
tress Lthe feelings of a large body of peopie, was re-
plied to, n most disgnsting terms of acquiesence,
by the representatives of these very people, while
the able resolutions, brought forward at the close
of the preceding session, were left neglected, s it
in acknowledgment that the Assembly had been
deservedly chastised for their production.

A series of trifling measures filled up the main
portion of the session: the Legislative Conneil,
no doubt, enconrared by the futile and nnbecom-
ing condnet of members of Assembly, assumed
rights which had long been denied even by British
Peers: the annual supply was not even passed ;
and finally, members stole off home, 56 as net fo
leave a [ouse to hear the Speech of dismizsal
which the Administrator delivered, as il in eon-
tempt, from the chair.

The people at large have at Jast been rovsed te
a just sense of all this trifling and indecency ; they
see their property reduced a full half; from the
mul-administration of good laws; they see pros-
perity completely checked ; they witness diseon-
tent snd poverty, under the most genial clime,
and rooted in the most fertile soil ; they fear sub-
jection to a foreign power, if war should again be
waged ; they dread aseparation from the mother
country, which they would most grievously la-




CHRONICLES OI' CANADA,

ment ; they wish to make an effort of recovery
from sll this disgrace and danger; they entreat
your instant and earnest aid to assist them.

Permit me, Sir, to subscribe, this first day of
August, in the year of our Lord, one thousand
gight hundred and eighteen,

\’\. ith every sentiment of respect, your Excellen-
ey’s most ob’t. humble servant,

RICHARD BEASLEY,

Having likewise been appointed members of a
depm.\{lun to wait upon lis Excellency the Lieut-
enant-Governor with the same, on s arrival, we
have to stute, that that event was no sconer an-
nounced, than it was reported that his Execellene ¥
intended to leave York unmcdl.m'lv o1 a visit to
Port Talbot. IHis Excellency, however, delayed
this visit, expecting the arrival of s Grace the
Duke of h..c,hmnn!} ; and before we could be aware
of this new determination, his Excellency had
crossed over with bis Grace to view the fills of
Niagara ; ‘and on his return, proceeded immediate-
ly to Port Talbot. \U1\'1Lh‘-l‘mdmn these de-
Jn'.‘e we were not displeased that his Excelleney
should have time ta view and understand Hm state
of the country, before we presented the address,
which we had lmpr-d would have taken place before
the meeling of Parliament. DBut here a number of
unforeseen delays frustrated our wishes; Mr, Wil-
liam Kerr, one of the deputation, being on the
Grand Jury, was detained a week, at Niagara: and
on his arrival at York, Mr. Beasley had returned to
the district of Gore but the evening befure, to at-
tend the Quarter Sessions, and another week elaps-
ed before bis return.,  This is more to be regret-
ted, as in the meantime his Excellency the Lieat.
Governar, in lis speech, animadverted so severaly
upon the Couvention, as almost, to preclude a hope
that he wauld receive the address; nevertheless,
not wishing to impute to him a measure so ill-ad-
vised, we waited upon his Secretary. bMajor I[il-
lier, with & copy of the same, for his Excellenc v's
perusal, and requesting Lo know when he wanld
be ||l{nls€‘:l! to receive the address.  YWhereupon his
Execelleney was pleased to send for us, requesting
to know what we wanled?  We replied, that we
waited upon him with an address from the repre-
sentatives of a numerous and respectable body of
his Majesty’s loyal subjects in this province. Tis
Excellency was pleased to ask, if we conceived he
would receive an address from so uncoenstitutional
a body ; stoting, at the same, that he wounld re-
ceive petitions from the different townships and dis-
tricts.  To which we replied, that the meeting was
not unconstitutional 3 at least not in this province.
He repeated, that it was, and that we bad his an-
swer ; on which we made eur bows, and retired.
Nevertheless, being still anxious llmL his Excel-
lency might have fill time Lo amend any hasty step
he had taken, on his part, we took the liberty of
again calling his attention to the subject, in sub-
Stance as follows

he

Sie—We have to request, that vou will be plea-
sed 1o lay the enclosedl, before his Iixcellency the
Lieut. Governor, for his serioug consideration, as
affecting very materially, the feelings of a large
portion of his Mujesty's loyal subjects within this

province. (Signed) W, 1. KERR,
{Signed) GRO. HAMILTON.

York, Oct. 23, 1815.
To Mazor Hivrgr, Secretary, York.
E

a3

To s Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, K. C.
B. Lieutenant-Governor of the province of Up-
per Canada, Major-General commanding lis Ma-
Jesty’s forces therein, &c. &c. &c.

May it please your Exeellency @

The undersigned, a deputation appointed by a nu-
merous meeting of his Majesty's loyal subjects,
from the different districts within this provinee, to
present to your Ixcellency a most respectful ad-
dress, humbly stating 1o your Excellency, as the
luprcwntdlz\c of his \h;mw the difficulties they
labor under, and requesting your Excellency’s at-
tention thereto, notwithstanding they have recei-
ved your Lxcellency’s delermination te reject the
same, without even deigning to give it a perusal ;
and ulhmno‘h it may appear highly indecorous i in
them again 1o address yoor Excellency, on the
same subject ; nevertheless, being wost unwilling
to state Lo their constituents the most ungracious
receplion they have met with, hope that this will
plead a suflicient excuse for again calling your Ex-
cellency’s attention to a serious consideration of
the character of those persons, sivling themselves
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SNUMEROUS MEETINGS
THROUHGHOUT THIS PROVINCE.

Your Excellency, they trust, will find, on the
most strict investigation, that their conduct duo-
ring the late war, was most exemplary—that the
meeting of the Convention of Friends to Inquiry,
alt 101“311 S0 seve h!‘l\' dn]nlld\(‘\"cd H.lll)l'l 11 }'l’]li'['
Excellency’s Speech from the Throne, and re-ech-
oed back by one branch ef the Legislature, (the
Houze of Commons,) as a systemalic atlempt to
organize sedition, was held in the capital of this
provinee, in the face of day, and in the mest open
manner—ihat all their proceedings were immedi-
ately pnblished—and that the resolutions then en-
terered into and maturely deliberated upan, were
their own sct, uninfluenced by any person whatev-
er—Lhat thov beg leave Lo differ with your Excel-
]Cnm‘ as to the inconslitntionality of their pro-
eeedings : they are confident that e intention of
the meeting was upright and laadable, and they
conceive them to have been perfectly constitution-
al, in as mueh as they are nol aware of anv act
rcndnnmr sich meetings unlawful,  Indeed, they
may infer, from yeur Excellency’s address o llm
Legislature on th.:t head, that their constituents
have met togeth .,L\HHU ¢ and UJH-lJIﬂIm‘H“\
for the pare r\ln, ge of po(mumnn s Alaje
represeutative for a redress of grievances;
otherwise there could be no occasion to recom-
menid the pd~~1;|n an act to declare unlawful sugh
meetings : which the nndersigned consider their
dearest and most sacred birth rw? t, and an unalien-

able privilege secured to them hy the virtne of

their ancestors. RICHARD BEASTE Y,

WILLIAM J. KERR,
G]EJORGE HASMILTON.
York, Oct. 23, 1818,

Ta which we received his Secretary's note in
reply :
Government House,
York:, Oclober 23, 1618, 7 P. M. 2
GrxruEmun—ITis Bxcelleney the Lt, Governor

being from home when I received vour letter of
this date, [ b ne not till now had an opportunity
of offering to him the paper it enclosed ; which 1
have now o return, as his fxeellency declines re-
ceiving it, for the reasons already stated.
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I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most
obedient humble serv't.
GEORGE HILLIER, Secretary.
Toe W. J. Kerr and G. Hamiurox, Esgrs.

The above closes the conference ; and we trust
you will perceive, in our letter to his Excellency,
our full sentiments on the occasion.
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We have only, therefore, to add, that we re.
main, with sentiments of respect, gentlemen, your
most ob’t. servants,

RICHARD BEASLEY,
WILLIAM J. KERR,
GEORGE HAMILTON.

—=@eSr o

PARLIAMET

Wednesday, 218t October.
Mr. Jones moved, that the Idouse do now re-
solve itgelf into a committee of the whole, 1o take
into censideration that part of his Excelleney’s
speech, at the present session, whick relates to the

meeling of delegates in Convention. Carried,

Thursday, 22d October.
The Tlouse went into committee, to take into
consideration that part of his Excellenicy’s speech,
at the opening of the present session, which re-

lates Lo the meeting of delegates in Convention.
Mr. Barsham reported, that the commiltee had
agreed to some resolulions, which he was direct-
ed to submit, for the adoption of the Honse, which
were reeeived and adopted, nem. con., us fullows :

1st. Rpsorvep—That the rights of the people
of this province, individually, or collectively, to pe-
tition our gracious Severeien, for the redress of
any public or private grievance, is their birthright
as British subjects, preserved to them by that free
constitution which they have received, and which,
by the generous exertions of our mother country,
has, through an arduous contest, been unimpaired.
2d. Resorven—"1hat the Commons House of As-
semhbly are the only constitntional representatives
of the people of this provinee.

_8d. Resonven—That the electing, assembling,
sitting and proceedings of certain persons ealling
themselves representatives ov delegates, from the
diflerent districts of this province, and met in ge-
neral Convention, at York, for the porpoze of de-
liberating upon matters of public concern, is high-
ly derogatory and repugnant to the spirit of the
constilotion of this province, and tends greatly to
disturb the public tranguility,

4th, Resorven—That while this committee re-
gret, that some sobjects of his Majesty, whose al-
legiance and fidelity areabove suspicion, have heen
delunded by the pnwearied and persevering attempts
of the factious, to lend their eountenances to mea-
siires so disgraceful, they cannot admit that their
example should give a sanction to proceedings man-
ifestly dangerous to the peace and security of the
pravinee ; procendings which, it is painful and ha-
miliating to observe, have drawn upon this loyal
province, the aitention of other countries, and of
our sister province, and even of our parent state,
as lo a colony impalient of its allegiance, and, un-
gratefi] for Lhe fostering care that has clierished
its infancy, looking anxiously to the period of ils

strength, us to the moment of its revolt, F

Sth. Rrsonven—That to repel at onee so foul
animputation ; to undeceive the misguided ; tosti-
fle the hapes of the disturbers of public peace, and
to give to our parent stale and Lo the world, the
best srounded assurance, that the inhabitants of
this province know how to prize their hapmness in
belonging Lo the most exalted nation upon earth,
and desire no more than the secure possession of
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that just liberty, which her own more immediate
children enjoy, it is the opigion of this committee,
that some such Legislative provisions should be
enacted, (as the wisdom of the Tmperial Parlia-
ment has found it proper to provide, to meet similar
occasiong, ] which may hereafter put it oul of the
power of auy designing persons to organize dis-
content, and degrade the character of the provinee.
6th, Resorven—That these resolutions be com-
munieated to the hon. the Legislative Couneil.
Present—Messrs, DBurwell, M'Martin, Van
Koughnett, Cameron, Durand, Crysler, Nelles,
Howard, Hatt, Jones, Culter, Swayze, Burnham
—13.
Hednesday, 25t October.

Mr. Jones obtained leave to bring in a bill to
prevent certain meetings in this province, which
was read the first tine,

Saturday, 81st October.

The bill to prevent certain meetings in this pro-
vinee, being read the third time—

Mr. Van Koughnelt moved, that it do now pass,
and that it be entitled, ** An act to prevent certain
meetings within this provinee ;” upon which the
Haouse divided, and the Yeas and Nays taken, as
follows :— Yews, Messrs. Swayze, Fraser, Cotter,
Cleneh, Hatt, Van Koughpett, Durand. Burnham,
Cameron, Robinson, Howard, Jones, Nelles—13.
—Nays, Mr. Casey—carried in the affirnative, by
a majority of 12, and the bill signed.

An act for preventing certuin Meetings swithin this
Frovince.

Wuenrkas, the election or appointment of As-
semblies, purporling to represent the people, or
any description of the people, under pretence of
deliberating on matters of public cancern, or of
preparing or presenting pelitions, complaints, re-
monstrances and declaratiens, and otheraddresses,
to the King, or to both or either FHouse of Parlia-
ment, for alteration of matters established by law,
or redress of alleged grievances in chureh or state,
may be made use of Lo serve the end of facticua
and seditiovs persons, to the vielation of the pub-
lie peace, and manifest encourngement of riot, tu-
mult and disorder.

It is hereby enacted, That all such assemblies,
commiliees, or other bodies of persons elected, or
otherwise constiluted or appointed, shall be held
and taken to be unlawful assemblies ; and that all
persons giving or publishing notice of the election
to be made of such persons, or delegates, or at-
tending, voting or acling by any means, are guil-
ty of'a liigh misdemeanor, i

Provided afways, T'hat nothing in this act con-
tained, shall impede the just exercise of the un-
doubted right of his Majesty’s subjects, to petition
the King or Parliament, for redress of any public
oOF private grievances.
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York, @7th Nov,, 1818,
At 3 o'clock this day, his Excellency the Licuten-
ant-Governor proceeded in state, to the Legis-

lative Council chamber, where the ITouse of

Assembly haying been summoned to attend, s
Excellency gave the Royal assent ta the bills
mentioned below, and closed the session with
the following Speecn :
Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislutive Council, and
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :
It does not appear that any alteration has oc-
curred, in the state of Lis Majesty’s indisposilion.
You have afforded seasonable aid 1o the consti-
tution, by your bill entitled “Aa act for prevent-
fng certain meelings within this provinee.” It is
subject for deep regret, that the constitntion should
have stood in need of such aid ; but let us hope that
the pood disposition of hig Majesty’s subjects will
put an early period to this unhappy necessity.

Ifany portion of the people of Lhis provinee be
indeed aggrieved, they are well aware that a duti-
ful petition, proceeding from themselves, would
find easy access to the [oot of his Majesty’s throne.

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I thank yoo, in the name of his Majesty, for the
supplies vou have granted for the service of the
current and of the ensuing year.

In future, I hope to relieve you from the annual
demand for the suppert of the Surveyor General's
department.

You have added to the character of the provinee,
by the unanimons expression of sentiments which
are lighly worthy of the enlightened representa-
tives of a free and generous people. 1 eoald not
refuse mysell the pleasore of transmitting your re-
solutions, to his Mujesty’s Government, well con-
vineed that they would prove grateful to the Roy-
al personage who presides over it; and confident
that they will be received with affectionate appro-
Lation, by every description of your fellow subjects
i.’"‘ ?}1(3 ll]f)!.ll"l' (:ENI?IU"\'.

Honorable Genllrmen, and Gentlemen :

There are a few objects of general importance,
which, had the public wind been tranguil, T should
have brourht before yoo, enrly inthe session.  Of
these | shall mention one, which appears Lo me to
require, in & pechliar degree, your calm and deli-
berate consideration : I mean the providing of a
remedy for the unequal pressure of the roud lnws,
By offering, at present, this subject to your notice,
I hope to benefit by the atiention you will be
pleaged to bestow upon it, during the recess.

After which, the honorable the Speaker of the
Legislative Council announced, that the Parlia-
ment was prorogued to Lthe 2d of January next,
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Here was on end Lo enquivy into the state of the
gravince, and here was confirmed a systew af despo-
tism, which nothing but insurrection caunsed to be pul
down.

Now that fwenty-four years have clapsed since
these acourrences : wow that another system has been
established ; and now that mallers can be judged of
calmly and dispassionately, it iz well Lo review the
swhole, 80 as lo determine wherewas truth, where fulse-
hood and ervor, for the benefit of fulurily.

Up to the year 1218, there hud been no instance,
Lielieve, of any thing akin to sedition heing known
tn Lower Canada: and the war had weeded from
the upper province, every individval who was sedi-
tivus. They had cither gone quictly off, or openly
taken up arms ; and the members of Convention were
absolutely the vurrp of the most loyal purt of the po-
pulation.

1, Roeerr Govnnay, whe advised that Convention,
now Rosent Fresse Govreay, challenge serubiny
inlo its every transaction: ond [ assert, tat not one
word in the above record affords evidence of sedition,
but the contrary. Newveriheless, a Liawlenant- (o-
Yernor no sooner arrives in the province than ke (by
advice, no doubt of his Council and the Colonial de-
partment,) declares war against this Convention—a
Convention whick had resalved, © the betler to denote

the purity of ifs object, s well as dislinguish il
Jram Conventions furmed to control and comipand

public affairs” that it showld be denominated * Tug
Upesr Canaman Convenrtion or JrRigxDs 1o IN-
gury,” He refuses o see e deputation—three Ma-
gistrates—and anon, we find him justified in this
mast dliberal and unconrteous conduct, by nssertions

and insinualions of the Assembly, buse in the extreme,

Sfulse and maliznant.  Oa these we find an acl pass-

ed, to deprive the people of thelr right to meel by de-
legation—lhe only mode of lransacting any Lind of
public business, peaceably and effectweally: and we

Jfind the Licwtenant Governor, in kis closing speech,

lelling Parliament, that it has  a fforded seassnable
aid to the Constitution,” by ©“ An act for preventing
certain meetings,” and felling eentlemen of the
Honse of Assembly, that they have * added to the

eharacter of the provinee, by Uhe ununimaus express-

ion of sealiments, kighly warthy of the exlighlened re-
presentolives of a free and geaesous people.”  Fue-
ther, expressing pleasuve in transmitting their reso-
lutiens o kis Majesty's Government, '+ well convin-
ced, that they would prove gralefel to the Royel per-
sona e 1)

Thus fortified, what does this Lieutenant Gover-
nor do? e first puts out of the Commussion ef the
Peace, all Magistrates throughout the province, who
lead been friendly lo my measures, except such s chose
lo sign @ mean recantation of their principles; and
after an ovder was received from home, to grant
lands o militiamen, for their services in war, fe
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takes wpon himself to deny this grant to those 1tho
were menbers of the Convention.  From them it was
withlield for seven jears, and not yielded till the
House of Assembly. took up the subject, passed a se-
wies of resolutions, and addressed lus Excellency
thereon. d

To complete this vecord, 1 extract, below, from the
Jowrnals of the Assembly, the vesolutions, with the
woles on amendment : also, the Assembly's address
ta his Majesty, and the Licutenant Governor's reply,
pledging himself to transmil the sume,

Commons House of Assembly,
Jaruary 11th, 1626,

Agrceably to the order of the day, the Iouse
went into comnmittee, on the state of the province.

Mr. Scollick was called to the chair.

The House resuwed.

Mr. Scollick reported, that the committee had
acreed to a series of resolutions, which he was
directed Lo submil for the adoptien of the House,
and asked leave to sit again Lo-morrow,

The report was ordered te be received, and leave
was granted accordingly.

The first resoluticn was then read, as follows :

Resorven, That many who were conspicuous
during the late war, for their firm ettachment
te his Majesty, and for their zeal and loyalty in
the defence of this province, were connected with
the Couvention of 1818, formed by the people, to
seek, by petition to the throne, fur the redress of
grievances,

In amendment, Mr. Attorucy General, seconded
by Mr. C. Jones, moves, that alter the word *“ re-
solved,” in the original resolution, the remaining
words be expunged, and the following words in-
serted—<That this House is satisfied, that the po-
litical principles and plans of Mr. Gourlay, are hos-
tile to the Government of this country, and that
no good and loyal subject can hesitate Lo declare
his entire disapprobation of them; and that any
persons whoe stll vindicale and avow them, are
unworthy the confidence of the Government ar
peaple of tlis provinee; although the House is
convinced, that by far the greater number of those
who acted with him, in this country, were, at the
time, unceuscious of the tendency of his measnres.”

On which the Iouvse divided, and the yeas and
nays being taken, were as follows ¢

Yeas—Messrs, Atlorney General, Burnham,
Burke, Cameron, Crysler, Gordon, C. Jones, D.
Jones, J. Jones, McDonell, Morris, and Van
Kouohnet—12.

Nuays—DMessrs.  Atkinsen, Daby, Beardsley,
Beasley, Clark, Coleman, Fothergill, Hamilton,
Hornor, Leflerty, Matthews, MeDride, Perry,
Playter, Randal, Rolph, Scollick, Thompson,
Thomson, Wilkinson, and Wilson—21.

The question was decided in the negative, by a
majority of nine, and lost accordingly.

The original resolution, as reported by the com-
mittee on the state of the province, was then put,
on which the House divided, and the yeas and nays
being taken, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs, Atkinson, Baby, Beardsley, Bens-
ley, Bursham, Cameron, Clark, Coleman, Fother-
gill, Hamilton, Hornor, C. Jones, D. Jones, Lef-
ferty, Matthews, MeBride, Morris, Perry, Playter,
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Randal, Rolph, Thompson, Thomson, Van Kougl-
net, Wilkinson, and Wilson—26.

Nays—DMessrs, Attorney General, Burke, Cry-
sler, 1. Jones, Mc¢Donell, and Seollick—6,

The question was carried in the affirmative, by
a majority of twenty, and it was

Resonven, That many who were conspicuons
during the late war, for their firm attachment to
his Majesty, and for their zeal and loyalty in the
defence of this province, were connected with the
Convention of 1818, formed by the people, te
seek, by pelition to the throne, for the redress of
grievances,

T'le second resolution was then read, as follows:

Resorven, That the promised bounty in land,
of his late mest gracious Majesty, on acconnt of
meritorioua service during the late war, has been
withheld from some persons entitled toit, on ac-
eount of their connexion with the said Convention,
although they never have been tried by any lawful
or constitntional tribunal whatscever, for the part
they acted.

In amendment, Mr, Morris, seconded by Mr.Van
Koughnet, moves, that afler the word * Conven-
tion,” in the eriginal resolution, the remaimng
words be expunged.

On which the House divided, and the yeas and
nays being taken, were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Altorney General, Burke, Burn-
ham, Cameron, C. Jones, D. Jones, J. Jones, Mor-
ris, MecDonell, Van Koughnet, and Walsh—11.

Nays—Messrs, Atkinson, Baby, Beardsley, Beas-
ley, Clark, Coleman, Crysler, Fothergill, Hamilton,
Hornor, Leflerty, Matthews, MeBride, Perry, Play-
ter, Randal, Rolph, Secollick, Thempson, Them-
son, Wilkinson, and Wilson—22.

The question was decided in the negative, by a
majority of eleyen, and was lost accordingly.

The original question was then pul, on which
the House divided, and the yeas and unays being
taken, were as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs, Atkinson, Baby, Beardsley, Beas-
ley, Clark, Coleman, Fothergill, Hamillon, Hor-
nor, Lefferty, Matthews, McBride, Perry, Playter,
tandal, Rolph, Thompson, Thowmsén, Wilkinson,
and Wilson—20,

Nuys—Messrs. Attorney General, Burnbam,
Burke, Cameron, Crysler, Gordon, €. Jones, D.
Jones, I. Jones, McDouell, Morris, Scolliek, Van
Koughnet, and Walsh—14.

The question was carried in the affirmative, by
a majority of gix, and it was )

Resavvep, That the promised bounty in land,
of his late most gracious Majesty, on account of
nieritorious service during the late war, has been
withheld fromn some persons entitled to it, on ae-
connt of their connexion with the said Convention,
although they wever have been tried by any lawful
or constituticnal tribnnal whatseever, for the part
thev neted.

The third resolution was then read, as follows :

Resorven, That this House is satisfied of the
loyalty and patriotism of such delezates, (to Con-
venlion, 1818,) and the purity of Llie intentions of
the prople who appointed them; while the with-
holding from such meritorious persops the pro-
mised and well earned bounty of their Sovereign,
on account of their exerlions to. procure a redress
of publie grievances, implies a serions and unme-
rited imputation, which not only affects them and
their posterity, but also the people who appointed
them.

s . =
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In amendment, Mr. C. Jones, seconded hy Mr.
Gordan, moves, that alter the word ““that,” in the
original resolution, the following be inserted—%“in
the opinion af this I|uu-‘v Rohert Gourlay was the
prlnclpul insticator of the Convention; and that
his peinciples are l\,s,'p'xhl.vrm in the extremie, and
adverse to our Manarchical, free and most glor-
ous constitution ; and althoush it was no doubt
his intention 1o mislead, yet,” &e. &e. &e.

On which the [Honse divided, and the yeas and
nays being taken, were as follows :

Yeas—Mes
Burke, Cameron,
Jones, Mclaonell,

Neys—DMessrs,

Attorney General, Bornham,
Crysler, Gordon, C. Jones, JI.
Van Kooghnet and Walsh—11,

Atkinson, Baby, Beardsl

Beasley, Clark, Coleman, l‘ur,lmr;;'lii, Hamilton,
Horner, ]). Jones, J,('ll'('lt'.‘, Matthews, McBride,
M-n‘ris, ‘erry, Playter, Randal, Rolph, Seollick,

Thompson, T Iuml:\ull, Wilkinson and Wilson—23.
The question was decided in the negative, by a
majority ol twelve, and lost accordingly.
The original question was then put, on which
the House divided, and the yeas and nays being
taken, were as follows :

Ye Messrs., Atkinson, Baby, Beardsley, Beas-
ley, Clark, Coleman, Fothergill, Hamil ton, Hor-
nor, Lefferty, Maithews, Mfliw-m Perry, Pju"tc

Randal, Relph, T
and Wilson—20.

Nays—Messrs. Altorney General, Burnham,
Burke, Cam(’rol‘, Crysler, Gordon, C. Jones, D.
Jnne-. 1. Jones, MeDouell, Morris, Scollick, Van
Koughnet, and Walsh—14.

T'he question was carried in the affirmative, by
rity of six, and it was

Resonven, That this House is satisfied of the
loyalty and patriotism of such delecates, and the
purity of the intentions of the people who appoint-
ed them, while the withholding from such merito-
rious persong, the promised and well earned bounty
of their Scl'\c‘i‘(‘iﬂ‘n, on account of their exertions
to procure a redress of public Ln(\'unrok, inplies
gerious and unmerited iy ml.;Hz\!I which nnt um\:
affects them and therr ;mﬂel ity, but also the peo-
ple who appointed them.

The fourth resolution was then put, on which
the House divided, and the yeas and nays being
taken, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Atkinson, Baby, Beardsley, Beas-
ley, Clark, Coleman, Fothergill, Humilton, Hor-
nor, l;(\ll(‘rt» Matthews ‘:\IE‘}).M(' Perry, Ila)u]
I{.Jndul Rulpu Thompson, Thomson, Wilkinson,
and Wilson—29.

Nays—Messrs. Attorney Gener
Burke, Cameron; Crysler, Gorden, C. Jounc
Jones, J. Jones, McDonell, Morris, Scollick,
Kouglinet, and Walsh—14.

The t|u9\llﬁt] was carried in the aflirmative, by
a majority of gix, and it was

Resorvep, That to withdraw the gracious pro-
mise given from the throne, on ucha groind,
he"P(‘ﬂl\-\ a sysleny the direct tendeney and conse-
quence of whiclt, g the p prevention of the free ex-
pression of public opinion a inst public grievan-
ces, however greal, and the sacrifice of those who
exert themselves for their redress.

The Gith resolution was then put, on which the
House divided, and the yeas and nays being take
were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Atkinson, Baby, Beardsley, Beas-
ley, Clark, Coleman, Fot.herglll, Flamilton, Hor-

hompson, ll:om:.un \\ m\nnou,

Burnham,
.
Van
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nor, Lefforty, Matthews, MeBride, Perry; Playter,
Randal, Rolph, Thompson, Thomson, Wilkinson,
and Wilson—20.

Nuys—Messrs. Attorney General, Burnham,
Burke, Cameron, Crysler, Gordon, €. Jones, D.
Tl‘mx. J. Jones, McDaonell, Morris, Scollick, Van
Konghnet and Walsh—14,

The question was carried in the
a majerity of six, and it was

REsorveD, IutL an humble address, grounded
on the I‘:urr—‘f_mn.g resolulions, be |:rear_-med to lig
Majesty, representing the claim of snch persons
to receive the promised bounty in land, according
to their rank in lhe militia,

affirmative, by

Address.
To the King's most Exeellent Majesty,
Mast Gracious SOVEREIGN :

We, vour Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,
the Commons of Upper Canada, in Provincial P
lizment asse mhl»}rl, Lu-;r leave bumbly to approach
your Majesty, with feelings of gratitude for the
ghiare we enjoy in the hberality of your Imperial
Government, and the glories of your illustrions
reiun.

We would most humbly represent, that many
who were cuiuplcnm.:: during the late war, for
their firm attachment te your Majesty, and fer
their zeal and loyaliy in the defence of this pro-
vince, were connected with the Convention of
1812, formed by the peaple, to seek, by petition to
the Throne, for the redress of grievances; and
thut the prnmm'-l bounty in lands, of vour most
gracious AIaJesrv, an account of such meritorious
services, has been withheld from some persons en-
titled to it, on account of their connexion with the
said l,mwr*n.:rm: although they never have been
tried by any lawful or constitutional tribunal, for
the part they acted.

We further beg leave humbly to represent, that
we are fully satistied of the loval{\ '1U|] patriotism
of such persous, and the purity of the intention of
the prwpm who appointed them as delegates to
such Convention, while we cunnot otherwise than
mmm“\' regard the withholding from such merit-
orious persons, the promised and well earned boun-
tv of their Sovereign, onaccount of their e rtions
to proeure redress of public grievances, as wnply-
ing a serious and unmerited imputation, winch
not only ts them and their posterity, but also
the peaple wha appointed them.

Nor du we less feel, most gracious Sovereign,
that the withdrawing the gracious promise given
from the Throne, ob such a uronnd by the Prnvm-
cial Government, hespeaks a system, the direct
tendency and consequence of which is, the preven-
tion of the free expression of public opinion 'W'uu-t
p!.l jlie orievances, however great, and Lhe sacrifice
of those who exert themselves for their redress.

i€

Permit us, therefore, most gracious Sovereign,
huml |]\' to lc]\‘n--u'ﬂ Lhiie expediency & and ]H\:f'lce of
confirming to all such persons, the promised grant
of Jand for their meritorious services; and of re-
movine what we cannot but 1«'mml as the conti-
nued l-\‘.nwr.:nn of the Royal displeasure tow ards
some of your most faithful subjects, who anly ex-
ercised the right of petitioning against poblic grie-
vances, the existence of whic i is equally inconsis-
tent with the happiness of the |)F:)]l|e and the
Lionor of the Crown ¢ aud remote as the people of
this province are from the seat of your Tmperial
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Goverpment, we hold the right of so offering our
petitions to th* Throne, as one of theose inestima-
ble liberties which we most humbly hope will
pever be abridged.

Reply of the Lieutenani Governor.
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

I will transmit to his Majesty, your address
against the ]nlnflnlu of witliholding the King's
boumv of lands from the officers of militia who were
members of the Convention of 1518—a principle
which has been entirely approved of, by his Majes-
ty’s Government. 1 feel it due to myself and to
the House of Assembly, to state explicitly, that,
as a long intervel has since elapsed, 1 shall deem
it necessary, at the same time, to assure his Majes
ty, that I fully concur with the House of Assembly,
that many who were conspicuous during the late
war, for their firm attachment Lo his Munjesty, and
for their zeal and loyalty in the defence of this
province, were connected with the Convention;

and that I have, in comnmon with the House of

Assembly of that period, expressed my deep regret
that they were so connected ; That T am equally
convineed, that many individuals, whatever may
have been their previous character or conduct, who
were for u time so far itnposed upen as to become
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promoters of the Coenvention, did nat entertajn
designs hostile to the constilution, or tothe peace
of the country : That I have shewn my readiness
to discriminate, whenever, upen the application of
the party, satisfectory eireumstances hiave enabled
me Lo do so.; and that T have not felt that T could
properly o beyond ihis, without disregarding
what was due to the best interests of society, and
to the sense of the Lerislature, strongly and ex-
pressly declared, at that period.

1 shall, at the same time, solicit the attention of
his Majesty te the resolutions of the Hounse of
Assembly, a and the act of the Legislature, passed
when the éccurrences to which they refer, were
recent, and when the proceedings of the Conven-
tion of delegates, and their copsequences, could be
mnst correctly up})rvuaud

I shall also feel it my duty to make his Majesty
aware, that there is so little room for an implica-
tion, that the acknowledged right of the people ta
petition for redress of grievances, has been ever
mterfered with, or atlempted to be controlléd, that
& recommendation to leave it free and unrestrain-
ed, inany measure which it might be deemed pro-
per to enact, was given from the Throne, and care-
fully observed by the Legislature.

2 o
RECAPITULATIGN AND CONCLUSION.

With these last documents exhibited, we have
now a complete case for judgment ¢ and an impor-
tant one it iz—not for me only, but for all: for
the maintenance of truth, the rights of man, aye,
and the dulies. -

At a meeting of inhabitants of Niagara town-
ship—a member of Parliament in the chair—it is
resolved to follow my advice, and send to England
a petition. i

Nothing can be more orderly than the course
pursued ; nevertheless, a Legislative Couneillor
addresses the public, to generale aroundless sus-
piciang, canse false alurms, and countenance ab-
surd doctrines.  The good sense of the peaple
speedily sets this aside, and measures are proceed-
ed with.

Delegales from all the townships of the distrieq
meet, transact busin agree to resolutions, and
appoint a committee of management,

The committee cavsges a pamphlet to be pub-
lished. T am arrested for this, to be tried ; and
delegates meet in Convention, when I advise de-
Iny ull after my trial ;—till after Parliament meets,
and till the people are better informed.

I am tried. and honorably acqoitted : the lega-
hty of all established ; and at a public dinner there
Is rejoicing, and contident expectation, that all will
now proceed peaceably and well,

Parlinment being met, the Lientenant Governaor
points to sedition, which no where exists: and

profioses a law to circumseribe public liberty. The
L,p-m:lume Council is wary in reply; buf repre-
sentatives of the people hecome rrwl\f tools of op-
pression; and smitlen with * fndignation,” draw a
bifl of indictment against their canstituents.

A deputation from the Convention begs to he
henrd, on the part of the people; but conrtesy is
disregarded: and three gentlemen—Magistrates,

e e

and distingnished for loyalty—are spurned from
the presence of the Governor.

Finally, an act is passed, at once libelling the
people and depriving them of means to appeal to
the sovereign power,—an act so shamelul, that the
same Parliament repealed it, March 7, 1220,
“fnerpedient,”  In fact, by that thue it had ac-
complisherd its end. 1 was banished, and worse
than muvdered, under its deadly shade,

The resolutions, preparatory to this villanous
act, are tpo loathsome to be dwelt on: but it ig
well to expose the lying pretence, that the Tmpe-
vial Parliawment had, ““lo meet similar oceasions,”
resorted to “ some auch e gislation.,”  'T'he Imperial
*nrliament never did any thing so base, although
the Irish Parlament did and soon after sold its
own existence, throneh the agency of a man wlo
put a period to his own.

The act was unconstitutional, as all acts are,
which mock comwmon sense, and counleract the
grand principles of liberty. It would have justi-
fied rebelhion; which never can be justified, so
long as the ]n\.m'm are permittad to meet peaceably,
by delegate, for the expression of opinion, and car-

rying out lawful obj

The repeal of llu~ act, lefl:the penple of Canada
wilhout excuse, in I.I.]\]n;_}_' up arms against the Go-
vermment : and asking for a Convention, as Me-
Kenzie did, when Sur Francis B. ITead sent him a
flag of truce, was among the silly doings of his
low and blackgnard outbreak., The peaple had
then a right to meet in Convention, unasked for;
but, unfortunately, they had no leader—no one to
guide themin wisdom’s w ays—*' in paths of peace.’”

The Home Government does not prevent Char-
tists from meeting, by delegate, in Convention.
Even their mob meetings are not checked, when
peaceable. The mob weeting, at Tharold, three
years ago—called a “Dernay MeeTize'—was

i




fawful, with its fags and absurd resolutions: nor
did Sir George Arthur refuse an sudience and re-
ply to its three deputies, though not one of them
was in the Commission of the Peace 1 in fact, cour-
teey 15 cheap, and always expedient.

The mob meeting—alias Durham meeting—on
Yonge-street, was most wrongfully opposed by the
Slienff: and its bloody record will long mark the
gpirit of the Compact, now, happily, humbled in
the dust.

In short, to meet in any place, at any time, and
inany number, 1s a vight of man, acknowledged,
acted on, and never interfered with, when peace
js nat. endangered, at home. To submit to de-
lezation, is & dufy ol man—Dbecause no business can
fie matured by a multitude ; and when delegutes
are chosen, there is a beginning of order, a hope
of gaod, and the hest opportunity for calm discus-
sion, and sonnd conclusion.

In England, connty meetings are called by the
Sheriff, on requisition. He presides, verifies re-
salutions and petitions, which are received by the

&

Sovereign or Parliament, as regular proceedings;
demanding respect—not in courtesy, but in #ight.

Proceedinos of moeb meetings, are received only
in courtesy 7 and proceedings-—resalotions or peti-
tions—af rezularly appointed delegates, are more
worthy of being courteously receiwved, as the ac-
tors ean hetter be identified—better be conversed
or corresponded with,

Meetinus of delegates, may be called a Conven-
tion, a Congress, or a Conference : il matlers not
what thie name 1s.  Such meetings may either be
reaularly constituted under the law of Lhe fand, for
certain ends, as, in the United States, Conventions
are recularly !l|-|u-i||l(:¢,, from time tolime, to draw
up and amend Slale constitutions : or, they may be
constituted, al pleasure, by any sel of men, sim-
ply Lo express Lheir will, or effect any lawful pur-
pose. Between these kinds of meetings, there i3
a clear distinetion; and in the United States,
where Conventions are constantly holding, there
ie never either doubt or danger irom ecnfounding
ihe ane with the other. Conventions, in the -
ted States, are the safety valves by which the 1g-
norance and vehiemence of that country are kept
frown doing harm ; and in the course of time, ex-
perience, yet much wanted there, will mature all
for good. _ ‘

1 being banished, and the gagaing law repealed,
there was o genera) eleetion, 1820, the result of
which was thus reported, in British uewspapers.

& We learn that the lale election for members of
Parlioment for Upper Canada, his teriminated in
the almost unanimous choice of persons whae arve po-
litical friends of Mr. Gowrlay. It z.':n_wh.’ appear
[from this, that the pupui'u.r' voice 18 against the ad-
ministration.’* : ™

If Lhis was true, how easy was it for my politi-
cal friends to follow up the object of the Cenven-
tion, and invite a Commission of Epguiry from

—

England. I felt confident thal they _meI-I s and,
after redecining iny pledge, by printing a volume
of Statisties, put to press in London, 2 socand vo-

lume, preparatory to enquiry, without \\:hich [ saw
this wolume wonld prave but a will-o’-the-wisp.
Alas! on ‘¢ the tenth day of September, eighteen hun-
dred and twenty-one’t 1 had reason to regret my

I o - NSRS T
* See general Introduction to Statistical Account of
Upper Canada, page Lix.
{ See page 560, vol 2,
per Canada.
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confidence : and fram that day, ell was ruin and
wretcheduese, with my work, myself, and the pro
vince. My *“political friends™ proved good for
nothing but confirming despotism ; and it was not
till after another election that they had spint even
to move for the land unjustly withheld from these
who were members of the Convenliop, as record-
ed above.

These last recorded documents complete the
case for judoment ; and I wounld invoke the grav-
est consideration to what follows.

Let it be premised, that the Attorney-General
is not to be viewed merely as an individual, bot ag
the mouth piece of the Jocal Government, and, in
all probability, writer of Sir Peregrine Maitland’s
speeches, first and last exhibited.

The first resolution of the Assembly, 1826, is
tled, through me, whose * principles and
plans.” the Aitorney General declures *hostile to
the Government” &e. IHe muintains a tissue of
falseliond prejudicial to my character, after hia
myrmidons had twice failed, in Courts of Justice,
to prove anght against me; and abter my charac-
ter and condpet, both at home and abroad, had
been fully vindieated—first on the warrant above
copted out, and in ona talse warrant, shame-
lessly acted on: afier, too, he himself had plead-
ed araingt me, while palpably enfeebled with ernel
imprisonment, which imprisonment the United
Parliament has unammously found “ iffegal, uncon~
stitutional, and without evcuse or pelliation.”

Nor is he discomfitted by one vore of the As-
sembly, and alter members of Convention are ae-
quitted of crime—members who had *“nezer been
tried by any tful or constitutioant tribunal what-
eeer.” but, vohing for the amendment on the third
resolation, be remains steadfnst 1o malignity, es-
tablishino only one truth, thet * Hoeberl Gourlay
was the principal tnstizgator of the Convention”—a
troth which Robert Gourlay 1s ever proud to ack-
nowledgre.,

Members of Convention, my “ political friends”
unscathed by thres amendments, scandalizing me
and decency, have yet te run the gauntlet, perti-
naciously opposed by the Attorney General and
his tail.

Finally, the Assembly * begs leave humbly to ap-
proach’” hie Mujes IMumbly approach, indeed ?
praying lor land u tly withheld ten years, after
the lapse of six, wherein my “political friends”
should have stood up manfully asserting their
riohits, those of the people, and wine, most of all,
trodden down—stood up ta re-oroanize the Con-
veotion, or stop supplies till an address te the
Throue was carrted home by Commissioners—not
sent home by a Lieutenant Governor, who conld
misrepresent every fact, and disguice every fea-
tore.

But what was the immediate ennsequence of
their humble approach, throvgh him '—a denial of
the “ principle” asserted by the Assembly, and an
openly declared confirmation of despotism !

"We here see Lhe Lieutenant Governor, not ad-
mitting ** serious and unmerited imputation,” affect-
ing not only * them and their pnsfu:'it.‘r;, but also the
people who appatnted e —not admitting * a sys-
tem, the direct tendency of which is the prevention of
th free (’,T}H'f’.\-‘.\'l‘f)lf (_lf (J])l;.ll?rjfl 7 but the contrary.
We see a declared purpose, to hold merbers of
Convention up to his Majesty as objecls of pity,
and pleaders for pardon—irndividuals who ““were,
for a time, so furt mposed ufon as to hecome proma-

as

i




40

tersof the Convention.” We see a declared prac-
tice—:  yeadiness to diseriminate whencver, upon ap-
plecation of the party. salisfactory clrowmstances
Bave enabled” 1the Loeutenant Governor—to do
what 2—grant favors, when the paxty became suf-
ficiently humble and sycophantic todo his bidding,
wccasions, regardless of daly, prineiple, or

on all oce
truth.

He then goes on to say, that he will *“ solicit the
attention of his Mujesty fo the resolutions of the
Huuse of Assembly, and the act of the Legislature,
passed when the vcourrences to which they refer, wore
recent” and, te be sure, nothing conld be better
than these resolutions and that act, 1o confirm his
Majesty in error. T characterised them before;
but now that they are a second lime put to use, af-
ter the lapse of eight years, it is worth while, dis-
gusting as the task may be, to expose more clear-
ly their craft, their fallacy, and their falsehood.

The objects of the Convention were very sim-
ple—to obtain land for mulitiamen, pavment for
loszes in war, and inquiry into abuses, particolar-
ly what related to the disposal of wild land.  The
Convention was composed, as already said, of the
clite of the most loyal population ; and there were
only two of them who proved recreant, when met
to send home a Cammission, with petitions, to the
Prince Regent. All that was Lo be done, would
have been accomplistied in ane day, but for the an-
noyance of these two individuals—the grossest
part of whose acting, it was determined, for the
sake of decency, should not be published in the
transactions, although 1 have still by me a news-
paper publication. which may be seen if called for,
as a eample ol grossness, Tlie writer of it, who
was supplanted by his constituents afterwards,
confessed, thal heobtained a grant of land from
Government, for what ke did.  'This was so ontra-
geous, that nothing but madness could find apclo-
gy and sure enough the indwvidual died, after
vears of confinement, 1na mad house.

The other individual, being a lawyer, managed
less grossly, but more deceitinlly ; and finally fin-
nished his career in the United States, still worse
circumstanced. With all their faults, however,
thesze men were loyal ; and one had displayed the
ulmost courage in defence of the country, daring
YWHlr.

it will be seen, by the published transactions,
that one effurt of these two, was to get the Con-

7R JUTT
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vention to yield up its business of sending home
petitions to the Honse of Assembly ; and Mr, Jo-
nas Janes, with others, had, at township meetings,
endeavored to make believe, that the Honse of As-
sembly only, had soch right. It was highly im-
portant, for the liherty of the subject, 1o maintain
the contrary; aod it will be seen; that the Con-
vention did maintain this principle; although it ex-
pr hope and afforded opportunity, that the
Assembly might render acting npon it unnecessary,
by deing the business.

he Assembly’s resolutions, first and last, goto
extinguish the people’s right, and to substitule its
will, in lien thereof. Nay, its resolutions, and ad=
dresses thereon, are sa worded as to make appear,
that the Convention was seditiously and treasona-
bly arrogating rights and powers, which belong-
ed only to the Assembly—a pesition false anid dan-
gerous in the exlreme: and to be sure, the As-
sembly and Lieutenant Governor in concert, play
at hacus pocus so adroitly, ns Lo confirm all they
want as true, in the eyes of the Sovereign, so as
to obtain the Sovereizn's anthority for extinetion
of the people’s most essential right—that of direct
petitioning.

The coneluding paragraph of the Reply, exhib-
its a master piece of deception and impndence.
As if there wes a want of poesitive evidence, that
the peaple’s most essential right had been taken
away, by an upeanstitntional act, atlention is
drawn to “
strangling liberly * a wecommendation o leuve it
given from
the Throne, and carefully observed by the Legisla-
fure 17

I gquestion if ever before there was such a sam-
ple of bare faced recorded villany,  All, too, fram
heginning to end of the Reply, contradicting, in
Lhe most express terms, every item of the Assem-
bly’s Address, But Parliament was being pro-
rogued : there wisno opportunity left for remon-
stranee ; and before next meeting, the loyal mi-
litia men, who had been so long and grossly wrong-
ed, sat down contended with their dirty acres.

Thank God; T have lived titl the present day, to
publish these Ciironicles, and to protest against the
whole—not for myself—not for Canada—not for
time; but for all, and for eternity : yes, itis by
such records only that truth can finally trivmph,
and salvation be obtained.

NOTE.

The above subject is not exhausted ; but this work will proceed, as soon

as health and public support permit.

Another number will complete the

subject on hand ; and then, succeeding numbers will discuss distinet sub-

jects—al

1 of them imporlant, at this junclure.

Should thework be proceed-

ed with, the Publisher will be able to afford it at half the present charge—

Oxe SHILLING.

St, Catharines, September 28, 1842,

implication;” and, in Lhe very act of
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MAN IS A RECORDING ANIMAL : and thiz indeed is the best
definition of him. Inferior animals communicate, by voice and by
signal, over space; bui, through time, haye ho meditmn of intelligence,
and from generation. to generation remain the same, They are in-
deed the beasts that perish; but man is the nspirant fo exenllence and
the candidate for bmmortality. His spirit, though cradled in weak-
ness and surrounded with difficulty, is destined to gain the ascendant
and o triumph over every ill,—te enjoy a rational millenium onearth
and at lastto hold converse with Heaven.

Such has been my fate, during the last twenty-one years, that I
should not even know myself, but {or records ;—should not distinetly re-
member where I have been, how employed, who with, and of what
thinking s—should never be able to maintain my rights and manage my
affairs ;—should never be able to correct my errors or accomplish
my undertakings. Persuaded of this, 1 began, many vears ago, to
preserve my paperss and, in 1826, to print them, regularly classed,
lettered and numbered, for after reference. What is contained with-
int this eover, is o continuationy and should T live o have peace and
freedom, these documents;, however worthless by themselves, and dis-
Jointed as &t present, muy enable me to mature projects of mightiest
moment to hunanity.

Even at present my records are ¢onsolatory. They are the clue
to reflection on past life ; and this reflection gives assurance that the
chain of causes and effects proceeds from Almighty power t—gives as-
surance that there is a Providence—a Disposer of Events—a Superi-
or Intelligence, whose ways are not as our ways;—who can guide us
through darkness into light, and over rugged paths fo tranquility.

It is nearly twenty-nine years since I engnged in the service of
laborers.  For this, I was maltreated at home ¢ for this, I wentto Eng-
lapd and was perseeuted there: this kindled my zeal in Canada’; and
for this, I was banished : in the gloomieststage of existence, this was
ever in view; and thismade years of imprisonment pass swiftly nway:
this has deprived me of all property, separated me from children,
and left me slone in the world, but, my records give assurance, that
every misfortune has been only a step towards good; and, that up to
the present moment, all is for the best. 1 believe, indeed, that no
other train of eyvents counld have prepared me to assert, with growing
confidence, what no other man has thought of or dared to do, that,
“twithout altering a single statute, changing a single institution, or in-
terlering with properiy, the whole system of the Poor laws and rates
may bedispensed with in twenty years, while the National debt may
be paid off; within fifty years, from sales of colonia] lands.”

ROBT. GOURLAY.

2, Brivor Stresr, Lemrs, Nov. 26, 1529,
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