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CHAPTER

I

THE RECOLLET FRIARS
OR seven years the colony which Champlain
funded at the rock of Quebec lived without
riests 1
Perhaps the lack was not seriously
It,
for most of the twoscore inmates of
le settlement were Huguenot traders.
But
ut in the great land, in every direction
om the rude dwellings that housed the
ioneers of Canada, roamed savage tribes,
like brute beasts.’
Kring, said Champlain,
t was
Champlain’s ardent desire to reclaim
.

‘

lese

beings of the wilderness.

The

salva-

on of one soul was to him * of more value
lan the conquest of an empire.’
Not far
om his native town of Brouage there was a
immunity of the Recollets, and, during one
his periodical sojourns in France, he invited
lem to send missionaries to Canada. The
1

For the general history of the period covered by the

first

Founder of

New

ur chapters of the present narrative, see The

ance in this Series.
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Recollets responded to his appeal, and it Wc
arranged that several of their number shoul
sail with him to the St Lawrence in tt

following spring.
So, in May 1615, thrc
Recollet friars
Denis Jamay, Jean d’Olbeai
Joseph Le Caron and a lay brother name
Pacificus du Plessis, landed at Tadoussa
To these four men is due the honour of foun<
ing the first permanent mission among tl
Indians of New France. An earlier unde
taking of the Jesuits in Acadia (1611-13) ha
been broken up. The Canadian mission
usually associated with the Jesuits, and right:
so, for to them, as we shall see, belongs i
most glorious history but it was the Reco
lets who pioneered the way.
When the friars reached Quebec the
arranged a division of labour in this mannei
Jamay and Du Plessis were to remain
Quebec D’Olbeau was to return to Tadoussj
and essay the thorny task of converting tl
tribes round that fishing and trading statior
while to Le Caron was assigned a more distal
field, but one that promised a rich harves
Six or seven hundred miles from Quebec,
the region of Lake Simcoe and the Georgia
Bay, dwelt the Hurons, a sedentary peop
living in villages and practising a rude agi

—

—

;

;

;

:
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In these respects they differed from
the Algonquin tribes of the St Lawrence, who
culture.

had no fixed abodes and depended on forest
and stream for a living. The Hurons, too,
were bound to the French by both war and
Champlain had assisted them and the
trade.
Algonquins in battle against the common foe,
the Iroquois or Five Nations, and a flotilla of
canoes from the Huron country, bringing furs
to one of the trading-posts on the St Lawrence,
was an annual event. The Recollets, thereconfident of a friendly reception
the Hurons
and it was with buoyant
hopes that Le Caron girded himself for the
journey to his distant mission-field.
On the 6th or 7th of July, in company with
a party of Hurons, Le Caron set out from the
island of Montreal.
The Hurons had come
down to trade, and to arrange with Champlain
for another punitive expedition against the
Iroquois, and were now returning to their own
villages.
It was a laborious and painful
journey up the Ottawa, across Lake Nipissing, and down the French River
but at
length the friar stood on the shores of Lake
Huron, the first of white men to see its waters.
From the mouth of the French River the
course lay southward for more than a hundred

fore,

felt

among

;

—

—
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miles along the east shore of Georgian Bay,
until the party arrived at the peninsula which

between Nottawasaga and Matchedash

lies

Bays. Three or four miles inland from the
west shore of this peninsula stood the town
of Carhagouha, a triple-palisaded stronghold
Here the Indians gave the
of the Hurons.
priest

an enthusiastic welcome and invited

but
share their common lodges
in which he could
as he desired a retreat

him

to

;

4

meditate in silence,’ they built him a commodious cabin apart from the village. A
few days later Champlain himself appeared
and it was on the 12th of
on the scene
August that he and his followers attended in
Le Caron’s cabin the first Mass celebrated
in what is now the province of Ontario.
Then, while Le Caron began his efforts for
the conversion of the benighted Hurons,
Champlain went off with the warriors on a
very different mission an invasion of the
;

—

The commencement of religious endeavour in Huronia is thus marked
by an event that was to intensify the hatred
Iroquois country.

of

the ferocious Iroquois against both the

Hurons and the French.
Le Caron spent the remainder
1615

among

of the year
the Hurons, studying the people,
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learning the language, and compiling a dictionChamplain, his expedition ended, reary.
turned to Huronia and remained there until
the middle of January, when he and Le Caron
set out on a visit to the Petun or Tobacco
Nation, then dwelling on the southern shore
of Nottawasaga Bay, a two-days’ journey
south-west of Carhagouha. There had been
as yet no direct communication between the
French and the Petuns, and the visitors were
not kindly received. The Petun sorcerers
or medicine-men dreaded the influence of the
grey-robed friar, regarded him as a rival,
and caused his teachings to be derided. After
an uncomfortable month Champlain and Le
Caron returned to Carhagouha, where they
remained until the 20th of May, and then set
out for Quebec.
When Le Caron reached Quebec on the
nth of July (1616) he found that his comrades
had not been idle. A chapel had been built,
in what is now the Lower Town, close to the
habitation and here Father Jamay ministered
to the spiritual needs of the colonists and
laboured among the Indians camped in the
vicinity of the trading-post.
Father d’Olbeau
had been busy among the Montagnais, a
,

red

the

ear

?le,

wandering Algonquin tribe between Tadoussac
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and Seven

wigwams

Islands, his

The

suffering.

filth

tortured him, the disgusting food

of the natives filled

their

reward being chiefly
of the Indian

and smoke

vice

weighed on

and

him with

indifference

loathing,

to

his

and

teaching

his spirit.

The greatest trial the Recollets had to bear
was the opposition of the Company of St Malo
and Rouen, which was composed largely of
Huguenots, and had a monopoly of the trade

New France. Many of the traders were
actively antagonistic to the spread of the
Catholic religion and they all viewed the work
of the Recollets with hostility.
It was the
aim of the missionaries to induce the Indians
to settle near the trading-posts in order that
of

they might the more easily be reached with
the Gospel message. The traders had but
one thought the profits of the fur trade
and, desiring to keep the Indians nomadic
hunters of furs, they opposed bringing them
into fixed abodes and put every possible
Trained
obstacle in the way of the friars.

—

interpreters in the

;

employ

of the

company

for

both the Hurons and the various Algonquin
tribes were ordered not to assist the missionaries in acquiring a knowledge of the native
languages. The company was pledged tc

|

ft

Gi
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support six missionaries, but the support was
given with an unwilling, niggardly hand.
At length, in 1621, as a result of the complaints of Champlain and the Recollets, before
!the authorities in France, the Company of
St Malo and Rouen lost its charter, and the
trading privileges were given to William and
Emery de Caen, uncle and nephew. But
these men also were Huguenots, and the
Unhappy condition of affairs continued in
an intensified form. Champlain, though the
mominal head of the colony, was unable to
provide a remedy, for the real power was in
;he hands of the Caens, who had in their
employment practically the entire population.
Yet, in spite of all the obstacles put in their
yay, the Recollets continued their self-sacrificng labours. By the beginning of 1621 they
lad a comfortable residence on the bank of
:he St Charles, on the spot where now stands
;he General Hospital.
Here they had been
granted two hundred acres of land, and they
cultivated the soil, raising meagre crops of
*ye, barley, maize, and wheat, and tending a
few pigs, cows, asses, and fowls.
There were
from time to time accessions to their ranks.
Between the years 1616 and 1623 the fathers
Buiilaume Poullain, Georges !e Baillif, Paul

I

to)
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Huet, Jacques de

la

Foyer, Nicolas Viel, and

several lay brothers, the most noted among
whom was Gabriel Sagard-Theodat, laboured
in New France.
They made attempts to
christianize the Micmacs of Acadia, the Abnaki
of the upper St John, the Algonquin tribes oi
the lower St Lawrence, and the Nipissings oi

But the work among these
the upper Ottawa.
roving bands proved most disheartening, anc
once more the grey-robed friars turned to the

S

«

tl

d

a!

tl

01

P

1

tl

Hurons.

The end of August 1623 saw Le Caron, Viel
and Sagard in Huronia. Until October the}
seem to have laboured in different settle
ments, Viel at Toanche, a short distance fron
Penetanguishene Bay, Sagard at Ossossane
near Dault’s Bay, an indentation of Notta
wasaga Bay, and Le Caron at Carhagouha
It does not appear that they were able t<
make much of an impression on the savages
though they had the satisfaction of some bap
tisms.
During the winter Sagard studie<
Indian habits and ideas, and with Le Caron’
assistance compiled a dictionary of the Huroi
language. 1 Then, in June 1624, Le Caron an<
1

Sagard’s observations were afterwards given to the worl
du Canada et Voyages des Peres Recollects en I

in his Histoire

Nouuelle-France.

G

G;
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ai;
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Sagard accompanied the annual canoe-fleet to
Quebec, and Viel was left alone in Huronia.
The Recollets were discouraged. They saw

was too large and that the
were too great for them. And,
after invoking the light of the Holy Spirit,’
they decided, according to Sagard, to send
one of their members to France to lay the
that the

field

difficulties

‘

‘

proposition before the Jesuit fathers,

I
le

j

tlf

—

j

oi

*

ns

;tj

’

h;

whom

they deemed the most suitable for the work
of establishing and extending the Faith in
Canada.’ So Father Irenaeus Fiat and Brother
Gabriel Sagard were sent to entreat to the
rescue of the Canadian mission the greatest of
jail the missionary
orders an order which
had filled the whole world with memorials
jof great things done and suffered for the
Faith
the militant and powerful Society of

|

til

Jesus.

—

CHAPTER

II

THE JESUITS AT QUEBEC

The

15th of June 1625 was a significant day
New France. On that morning a blunt-prowed, high-pooped vessel cast
anchor before the little trading village that
clustered about the base of the great cliff at
Quebec. It was a ship belonging to the Caens,
and it came laden to the hatches with supplies
for the colonists and goods for trade with the
But, what was more important, it
Indians.
had as passengers the Jesuits who had been
sent to the aid of the Recollets, the first of
the followers of Loyola to enter the St Lawrence -Fathers Charles Lalemant, Ennemond
Masse, Jean de Brebeuf, and two lay brothers
These black-robed priests
of the Society.
were the forerunners of an army of men who,
bearing the Cross instead of the sword and
labouring at their arduous tasks in humility
and obedience but with dauntless courage
and unflagging zeal, were to make their influence felt from Hudson Bay to the Gulf of
for the colony of

—

10

JEAN DE BREBEUF
I rom a parting in the House of the Immaculate Conception, Montreal
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Mexico, and from the sea-girt shores of Caps
Breton to the wind-swept plains of the Great
West. They were the vanguard of an army
of true soldiers, of whom the words
Their ’s not to reason why,
Their ’s but to do and die,

might

fittingly

have been written.

The

Jesuit

missionary in North America had no thought
of worldly profit or renown, but, with his
mind fixed on eternity, he performed his task
ad majorem Dei gloriam for the greater glory
,

of

i

God.

The Jesuits had sailed from Dieppe on the
26th of April in company with a Recollet
friar, La Roche de Baillon, of whom we shall
The voyage across the
presently hear more.
stormy Atlantic had been long and tedious.
On a vessel belonging to Huguenots, the priests
had been exposed to the sneers and gibes of
crew and traders. It was the viceroy of New
France, the Due de Ventadour, a devout
Catholic, who had compelled the Huguenot
traders to give passage to these priests, or
(they would not have been permitted on board
the ship.
Much better could the Huguenots
tolerate the humble, mendicant Recollets than
the Jesuits, aggressive and powerful,
promising opponents of Calvinism*

uncom-

12

THE JESUIT MISSIONS

As the anchor dropped, the Jesuits made
preparations to land
but they were to meet
with a temporary disappointment. Champlain was absent in France, and Emery de
Caen said that he had received no instructions from the viceroy to admit them to the
Moreover, they were told that there
colony.
was no room for them in the habitation 01
the fort. To make matters worse, a bitter
slanderous diatribe against their order hac
been distributed among the inhabitants, anc
the doors of Catholics and Huguenots alike
were closed against them. Prisoners on the
ship, at the very gate of the promised land
no course seemed open to them but to returr
on the same vessel to France. But they were
suddenly lifted by kindly hands from the
depths of despair. A boat rowed by mer
attached to the Recollets approached thei
vessel.
Soon several friars dressed in coarse
grey robes, with the knotted cord of the
Recollet order about their waists, peakee
;

hood hanging from their shoulders, and coarse
wooden sandals on their feet, stood before
them on the deck, giving them a whole
hearted welcome and offering them a home
with the use of half the buildings and lan<
on the St Charles. Right gladly the Jesuit

[

ot

M

V

;
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iccepted the offer and were rowed ashore in
he boat of the generous friars. On touching

la

he

soil of

New

France they

fell

on

their knees

tnd kissed the ground, in spite of the scowling
raders about them.
The disappointment of these aggressive
iioneers of the Church must have been great
It was now sevens they viewed Quebec.
een years since the colony had been founded
et it had fewer than one hundred inhabitants,
n the whole of Canada there were but seven
rench families and only six white children,
ave by Louis Hebert, the first to cultivate
he soil at Quebec, and the Recollets, no

ttempt had been made at agriculture, and
ihe colony was almost wholly dependent on
foi its subsistence.
When not enaged in gathering furs or loading and unloadg vessels, the men lounged in indolence
bout the trading-posts or wandered to the
unting grounds of the Indians, where they
ved in squalor and vice. The avarice of
he traders was bearing its natural fruit, and
he untiring efforts of Champlain, a devoted,
ealous patriot, had been unavailing to
ounteract it. The colony sorely needed the
slf-sacrificing Jesuits, but for whom it would
pon undoubtedly have been cast off by the

france
fa

J

;

Qle |

iti
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mother country as a worthless burden. Tc
them Canada, indeed, owed its life for wher
the king grew weary of spending treasure or
;

this unprofitable colony, the stirring appeals

moved both king and people
when Nev
France was valued as a barrier against Nev

of the Relations

to sustain

1

until the time arrived

it

England.
Scarcely had the Jesuits made themselves
home in the convent of the Recollets wher
they began planning for the mission. It was
decided that Lalemant and Masse shoulc
remain at Quebec
but Brebeuf, believing
like the Recollets, that little of permanen
value could be done among the ever-shifting
Algonquins, desired to start at once for th<
populous towns of Huronia. In July, ii
company with the Recollet La Roche d«
Daillon, Brebeuf set out for Three Rivers
The Indians Hurons, Algonquins, and Otta
was had gathered at Cape Victory, a pro
montory in Lake St Peter near the poin
where the lake narrows again into the S
at

;

—

1

It

was a

—

rule of the Society of Jesus that each of its mission

aries should write

a report of his work.

These

reports,

know

as Relations, were generally printed and sold by the bookseller
of Paris. About forty volumes of the Relations from the mission
of Canada were published between 1632 and 1672 and widel
read in France.
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Lawrence. There, too, stood French vessels
and thither
laden with goods for barter
went the two missionaries to make friends
with the Indians and to lay in a store of goods
for the voyage to Huronia and for use at the
mission.
The captains of the vessels appeared
friendly and supplied the priests with coloured
beads, knives, kettles, and other articles. All
was going well for the journey, when, on
the eve of departure, a runner arrived from
4 Montreal bringing evil news.
For a year the Recollet Nicolas Vie! had
remained in Huronia. Early in 1624 he
j[had written to Father Fiat hoping that he
might live and die in his Huron mission at
Carhagouha. There is no record of his sojourn in Huronia during the winter 1624-25.
Alone among the savages, with a scant knowledge of their language, his spirit must have
been oppressed with a burden almost too
he must have longed for
great to be borne
the companionship of men of his own language
anL faith. At any rate, in the early summer
of 1625 he had set out for Quebec with a
“ * arty of trading Hurons for the purpose of
jpending some time in retreat at the residence
ji the banks of the St Charles.
He was
S,
id
ever to reach his destination.
On arriving
;

;n

;

lie

ioi

u

i6
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at the Riviere des Prairies, his Indian conductors, instead of portaging their canoes
past the treacherous rapids in this river, had
attempted to run them, and a disaster had
followed.
The canoe bearing Father Viel and
a young Huron convert named Ahaustic (the
Little Fish) had been overturned and both
had been drowned 1
The story brought to Cape Victory was that
the tragedy had been due to the treacherous
conduct of three evil-hearted Hurons who
coveted the goods the priest had with him.
.

On the advice of the traders, who feared that
the Hurons were in no spirit to receive the
missionaries, Brebeuf and Daillon concluded
not to attempt the ascent of the Ottawa for
the present, and returned to Quebec. Ten
years later, such a report would not have
moved Brebeuf to turn back, but would have|
been an added incentive to press forward.

This rapid has since been known as Sault au Recollet and aj
by bears the name of Ahuntsic, a corruption of the]
young convert’s name. Father A. E. Jones, S.J., in his O/tfl
Huronia (Ontario Archives), points out that no such word as||6X{
Ahuntsic could find a place in a Huron vocabulary.
1

village near

CHAPTER
IN

III

HURONIA

he Jesuits, with the exception of Brebeuf,
pent the winter of 1625-26 at the convent of
he Recollets, no doubt enduring privation,
ls at that time there was a scarcity of food
h the colony. Brebeuf, eager to study the
ndians in their homes, joined a party of
tfontagnais hunters and journeyed with them
He suffered much
o their wintering grounds.
;rom hunger and cold, and from the insanitary
conditions under which he was compelled to
ive in the filthy, smoky, vermin-infested
But an iron constituIbodes of the savages.
tion stood him in good stead, and he rejoined
lis fellow-missionaries none the worse for his
ixperience.
He had acquired, too, a fair
knowledge of the Montagnais dialect, and had
earned that boldness, courage, and fortitude
n suffering went far towards winning the respect of the savages of North America.
On the 5th of July the eyes of the colonists
J.M.
B
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Quebec were gladdened by the sight of £
of vessels coming up the river.
These
were the supply-ships of the company, and or
the Catherine a vessel of two hundred anc
fifty tons, was Champlain, on whom the
Jesuits could depend as a friend and pro
at

fleet

,

tector.

In the previous

autumn Lalemani

land on the lefi
between the rivei
Beauport and the stream St Michel, as
suitable spot for a permanent home, an<
had sent a request to Champlain to secure thi;
land for the Jesuits. Champlain had laid th<
request before the viceroy and he now brough
with him the official documents granting th<
Nine days later a vessel of eighty ton
land.
arrived with supplies and reinforcements fo

had selected a
side

of

fertile tract of

the St

Charles,

£

the mission.

On

this

vessel

came Father

Noyrot and Anne de Noue, with
lay brother and twenty labourers and car
Philibert

i

penters.
The Jesuits chose a site for the building
at a bend in the St Charles river a mile or s<

from the fort.
Here, opposite Pointe-aux
Lievres (Hare Point), on a sloping meadov
two hundred feet from the river, they cleare<
the ground and erected two buildings -one t
serve as a storehouse, stable, workshop, an<

—

IN

HURONIA
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the other as the residence. The resi;
;nce had four rooms
a chapel, a refectory
ikery

—

the fathers, a kitchen, and a
dging-room for the workmen. It had, too,
commodious cellar, and a garret which served
a dormitory for the lay brothers. The
roif
gildings were of roughly hewn planks, the
ams plastered with mud and the roofs
latched with grass from the meadow.
Such
as Notre- Dame-des-Anges.
In this humble
>ode men were to be trained to carry the
*oss in the Canadian wilderness, and from
they were to go forth for many years in an
ibroken line, blazing the way for explorers
id traders and settlers.
Almost simultaneously with the arrival of
oyrot and Noue a flotilla of canoes laden
:ep with furs came down from the Huron
|
untry.
Brebeuf had made up his mind to
to far Huronia
Noue and the Recollet
aillon had the same ambition
and all three
isought the Hurons to carry them on the
|
turn journey. The Indians expressed a
I
adihess to give the Recollet Daillon a
1 issage
they knew the grey-robes
but they
d not know the Jesuits, the black-robes and
ey hesitated to take Brebeuf and Noue,
ging as an excuse that so portly a man as
ith cells for

pi

;

;

;

;

,

20
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Brebeuf would be in danger of upsetting the
canoes.
By a liberal distribution
presents, however, the Hurons were persuade
to accept Brebeuf and Noue as passengers
Towards the end of July, just when pr
parations were being made to break groun
for the residence of Notre-Dame-des-Ange
the three fathers and some French assistan
set out with the Hurons on the long journe
to the shores of Georgian Bay.
Brebeuf w«
in a state of ecstasy.
He longed for tl
populous towns of the Hurons. He had coi
fidence in himself and believed that he wou
be able to make the dwellers in these towi
followers of Christ and bulwarks of France
the New World.
For twenty-three years
was to devote his life to this task for twent
three years, save for the brief interval wh<
the English flag waved over Quebec, he w
to dominate the Huron mission.
He was
striking figure.
Of noble ancestry, almost
giant in stature, and with a soldierly bearii
that attracted all observers, he would ha p
shone at the court of the king or at
head of the army. But he had sacrificed ^
worldly career for the Church. And no m«
of his ancestors, one of whom had battl
under William the Conqueror at Hastin &
frail

1

;

1
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nd

others in the Crusades, ever bore himself
than did Brebeuf in the forests
Canada, or covered himself with a greater

lore nobly
f

lory.

The journey was beset with danger, for the
oquois were on the war-path against the
urons and the French, and had attacked
The
sttlers even in the vicinity of Quebec.
They
>t of the voyagers was incessant toil.
ad to paddle against the current, to haul the
anoes over stretches where the water was
oo swift for paddling, and to portage past
arbulent rapids and falls. The missionaries
ere forced to bear their share of the work,
oue, no longer young, was frequently faint
om toil. Brebeuf not only sustained him,
it at many of the portages, of which there
Jrere thirty-five in all, carried a double load
r f baggage. The packs contained not only
lothing and food, but priestly vestments,
pquisites for the altar, pictures, wine for the
lass, candles, books, and writing material.
J 'he course lay over the route which Le
J aron had followed eleven years before, up
J he Ottawa, up the Mattawa, across the
J ortage to Lake Nipissing, and then down the
'rench River.
Arrived in Penetanguishene
ay, they landed at a village called Otoiiacha

!
1S

st

jj,!

]
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*
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They then journeyed a mile and a half ii
land, through gloomy forests, past cultivate
patches of maize, beans, pumpkins, squashe

and sunflowers, to Toanche, where they four
For three yea
to be Brebeuf’s headquarters.

Viel’s cabin still standing.

this

was

Huronia lay in what is now the county
Simcoe, Ontario, comprising the present tow:
ships of Tiny, Tay, Flos, Medonte, and Or
On the east and north lay Lakes Simcoe ar
Couchiching, the Severn river, and Match
dash Bay
on the west, Nottawasaga Ba
Across the bay, or by land a journey of abo
;

two days, where now are Bruce and Gr
counties, lived the Petuns, and about five da
to the south-west, the Neutrals.
The latt
tribe occupied both the Niagara and Detrc
peninsulas,

overflowed

into

the

states

Michigan and New York, and spread nor
as far as Goderich and Oakville in Ontari
All these nations, and the Andastes of t
lower Susquehanna, were of the same li
guistic stock as the Iroquois who dwelt sou
of Lake Ontario. Peoples speaking the Huro
Iroquois tongue thus occupied the centi
part of the eastern half of North Americ
while all around them, north, south, east, ai|

for:

ia

IN
west,

roamed the
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tribes speaking dialects of

the Algonquin.

Huron 1 towns were encircled
by log palisades. The houses were of various
^izes and some of them were more than
:wo hundred feet long.
They were built in
Most

of the

crudest fashion.
Two rows of sturdy
were stuck in the ground about
pwenty-five feet apart, then bent to meet so
ks to form an arch, and covered with bark,
^n open strip was left in the roof for the
scape of smoke and for light.
Each house
sheltered from six to a dozen families, accordng to the number of fires. Two families
rfjkhared each fire, and around the fire in winter
dustered children, dogs, youths, gaily decorited maidens, jabbering squaws, and toothess, smoke-blinded old men.
Privacy there
yas none. Along the sides of the cabin, about
our feet from the ground, extended raised
:he

Saplings

)r

ai)

110

1
The name Huron is of uncertain origin. The word huron
ras used in France as early as 1358 to describe the uncouth
easants who revolted against the nobility. But according to
r
ather Charles Lalemant, a French sailor, on first beholding

ome Hurons

at Tadoussac in 1600, was astonished at their
of dressing their hair in stiff ridges with shaved
urrows between— and exclaimed l Quelles hures /’—what boareads ! In their own language they were known as Ouendats
dwellers on a peninsula), a name still extant in the corrupted

kntastic

way

arm Wyandots.

—
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platforms, on or under which, according to
the season or the inclination of the individual
the inmates slept.
The Huron nation was divided into fou
clans the Bear, the Rock, the Cord, the Deei
—with several small dependent groups. Then
was government of a sort, republican in form
They had their deliberative assemblies, botl
The village councils me
village and tribal.
almost daily, but the tribal assembly a sor
was summoned only whei
of states-general
some weighty measure demanded considera
tion.
Decisions arrived at in the assemblie
were proclaimed by the chiefs,
f Of religion as it is understood by Christian
the Hurons had none, nothing but super
stitions, very like those of other barbarou
To everything in nature they gav
peoples.
trees, lakes, streams, the celestk
a god
bodies, the blue expanse, they deified wit
Among the chief objects
okies or spirits.
Huron worship were the moon and the sm
The oki of the moon had the care of sou
and the power to cut off life the oki of th
sun presided over the living and sustained a
created things. The great vault of heave ^
with its myriad stars inspired them with awe
it was the abode of the spirit of spirits, th

—

—

—

;

;

—
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Aronhia was the name they
This would show
supreme oki.
;hat they had a vague conception of God.
To Aronhia they offered sacrifices, to Aronhia
;hey appealed in time of danger, and when
misfortune befell them it was due to the anger
But all this had no influence on
)f Aronhia.
heir conduct
even in their worship they
faster of Life.

a

jjave

this

;

vere often astoundingly vicious.

To such dens

of

barbarism had come

men

resh from the civilization of the Old World
,nen of learning, culture, and gentle birth, in
^hose veins flowed the proudest blood of
France.
To these savages, indolent, super-

and vicious, had come Brebeuf,
Noue, and Daillon, with a message of peace,

stitious,

goodwill,

and

virtue.

Until the middle of October the three
athers lived together at Toanche, save that
Daillon went on a brief visit to Ossossane,
the shore of Nottawasaga Bay. The
t>n
Recollet, however, had instructions from his
superior Le Caron to go to the country of
the Neutrals, of which Champlain’s interpreter,
Etienne Brule, had reported glowingly, but
;ivhich was as yet untrodden by the feet of
missionaries.
And so on the 18th of October

26
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1626 Daillon set out on the trail southward
with two French traders as interpreters
and an Indian guide. Arriving among th
Neutrals, after a journey of five or six days
he was at first kindly received in each o
But thi
the six towns which he visited.
happy situation was not to last. The Neutra
country, now the richest and most populou
part of Ontario, boasting such cities a
Hamilton and Brantford and London, wa
rich in fur-bearing animals and tobacco
an*
the Hurons were the middlemen in trad
between the Neutrals and the French. Th
Hurons, fearing now that they were about t
;

lose their business

—

for it

a

]

\

t

j,

a

[

n

y
r

a

{

j

was rumoured tha

Daillon was seeking to have the Neutral
trade directly with the French—sent mes
sengers to the Neutrals denouncing the grey
robe as a sorcerer who had come to destro
them with disease and death. In this th
Neutral medicine-men agreed, for they wer
The plot succeeded
jealous of the priest.
The Indians turned from Daillon, closed thei
doors against him, stole his writing-desli
blanket, breviary, and trinkets, and eve
threatened him with death.
But Brebei:
learned of his plight, probably from one c
the Hurons who had raised the Neutra]

j

p

B
g
a
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against him, and sent a Frenchman and an
Indian runner to escort him back to Toanche.
There was a break in the mission in 1627.
None lacked the physical strength and the
mental alertness essential to a missionary
Finding himself totally unin these wilds.
able to learn even the rudiments of the Huron
language, he returned to Quebec, since he did
not wish to be a burden to Brebeuf. For a
year longer Brebeuf and the Recollet Daillon
remained together at Toanche. But in the
autumn of 1628 Daillon left Huronia. He was
the last of the Recollets to minister to the

Hurons.
Save for his French hired men, or engages
J Brebeuf was now alone among the savage
people.
In this awful solitude he laboured
with indomitable will, ministering to his
flock, studying the Huron language, compiling
a Huron dictionary and grammar, and translating the Catechism.
The Indians soon saw
in him a friend
and, when he passed through
,

ie

^

;

the village ringing his bell, old and young
followed him to his cabin to hear him tell of
God, of heaven the reward of the good, and
of hell the eternal abode of the unrighteous.
But he made few converts. The Indian idea
of the future had nothing in common with the
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Christian idea.
The Hurons,
lieved in a future state, but it

a reflex of the present

life,

it

is

was

true, be-

to be only

with the difference

would give them complete freedom
from work and suffering, abundant game,
and an unfailing supply of tobacco.
Brebeuf ’s one desire now was to live and die
among this people. But the colony at Quebec
was in a deplorable condition, as he knew, and
he was not surprised when, early in the
summer of 1629, he received a* message rethat

it

Gathering his
flock about him he told them that he must
leave them. They had as a sign of affection
given him the Huron name Echon. Now
Christian and pagan alike cried out
You
must not leave us, Echon
He told then
that he had to obey the order of his superior
but that he would, with God’s grace, returr
and bring with him whatever was necessary
questing his presence there.

:

!
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‘

m

’

pi

tli

‘

them

know God and

serve Him.
Then he bade them farewell and, joining £
flotilla of twelve canoes about to depart foi
Quebec, he and his engages set out. The}
arrived at Notre- Dame- des-Anges on the I7tl
of July, to find the Jesuits there in consterna
tion at the rumoured report of the approacl
of a strong English fleet.
to lead

to

;
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CHAPTER

IV

THE ADVENTURERS OF CANADA
Charles Lalemant, superior of the Jesuit
had no sooner landed on the shores
of New France than he became convinced

mission,

that the mission and the colony itself were
doomed unless there should be a radical
Change in the government. The Caens were
thoroughly selfish. While discouraging settlement and agriculture, they so inadequately
provided for the support of the colony that
the inhabitants often lacked food.
But the
gravest evil, in Lalemant ’s mind, was the
presence of so many Huguenots. The differences in belief were puzzling to the Indians,
who naturally supposed that different sets of
white men had different gods. True, the
Calvinist traders troubled little with religion.
iTo them the red man was a mere trapper,
a gatherer of furs ; and whether he shaped
his course for the happy hunting ground
of his fathers or to the paradise of the
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1

Christian mattered nothing.
But they were
wont to plague the Jesuits and Recollets at
every opportunity
as when the crews of the
ships at Quebec would lift up their voices
in psalms purposely to annoy the priests at
their devotions.
Lalemant, an alert-minded
ecclesiastic, came to a swift decision.
The
trading monopoly of the Huguenots must be
ended and a new company must be created,
with power to exclude Calvinists from New
France. To this end Lalemant sent Father
Noyrot to France in 1626, to lay the whole
matter before the viceroy of New France.
But from the Due de Ventadour Noyrot got
the viceroy could not interno satisfaction
fere.
And Louis XIII was too busy with
other matters to listen to the Jesuit’s prayer.
The king’s chief adviser, however, Cardinal
Richelieu, then at the height of his power,
;

;

The Huguenots were
lent a sympathetic ear.
Richelieu
then in open rebellion in France
was having trouble enough with them at
home and it was not hard to convince him
that they should be suppressed in New France.
He decided to annul the charter of the Caens
and to establish instead a strong company
;

;

composed

entirely of Catholics.

To

this task

he promptly set himself, and soon had en-
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uential
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in-

and wealthy men
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a hundred

of

New

of the realm,
France, or, as it is

known, the Company

of

One Hundred

thus came into being on April 29,
627, with the great Richelieu at its head.
The One Hundred Associates were granted
feudal tenure a wide domain—stretching, in
itention at least, from Florida to the Arctic
^rcle and from Newfoundland to the sources
mi the St Lawrence, with a monopoly of
and other powers practically
lie fur trade
ihlimited.
For these vast privileges they
jvenanted to send to Canada from two
three hundred colonists in 1628 and four
lousand within the nest fifteen years
to
dge, feed, and support the colonists for
jree years
and then to give them cleared
Associates,

t

;

i

f

1

l

'

e

;

it

)

1

;

1

al

;

nd and seed-grain.

Most interesting, howto the Jesuits and Recollets were the
-ovisions in the charter of the new company

r,

^er,

re

iti

i

the effect that none but Catholics should
allowed to come to the colony, and that
Airing fifteen years the company should
nlifray the expenses of public worship and
Ipport three missionaries at each tradingh\i
m

i

'

e,
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r

[>st.
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Now

began the preparations on a great
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for the colonization of New France
the spring of 1628 a fleet of eighteen 0
twenty ships belonging to the compan
assembled in the harbour of Dieppe, lade
deep with food, building materials, imple
ments, guns, and ammunition, including aboi

scale

By

one hundred and

fifty pieces of

ordnance

fc

the forts at the trading-posts. Out into th
English Channel one bright April day th
fleet swept, under the command of Claude c
Roquemont, one of the Associates. On tt
decks of the ships were men and wome
looking hopefully to the New World for fo
tune and happiness, and Recollets and Jesui
going to a field at this time deemed bros
enough for the energies of both. Laleman
who early in 1627 had followed Noyrot
France, was now returning to his mission wi‘

A

Catholic empire cou
be built up in the New World, the savag
could be christianized, and the Iroquois, tl
greatest menace of the colony, if they wou
not listen to reason, could be subdued.
Dutch and the English on the Atlantic se
possib
board could be kept within bounds
driven from the continent
then the when
his

hopes realized.

T

;

;

of

North America would be French all
Thus, perhaps, dreamed Lalemajh

Catholic.

v

|

SIR

From
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d his companions, the Jesuit Paul Ragueau and the Recollets Daniel Boursier and
an^ois Girard, as they paced the deck of
e vessel that bore them westward.
But there was a lion in the path. The
/olt of the Huguenots of La Rochelle had
to war between France and England, and
s gave Sir William Alexander (Earl of
irling) the chance he desired.
In 1621
sxander had received from James I a grant
l

Nova

and this grant
by Charles I. And

Scotia or Acadia,

d been

renewed

later

was Alexander’s ambition to drive the
not only from their posts in Acadia
from the whole of North America. To
end he formed a company under the
me of the Adventurers of Canada. One
its leading members was Gervase Kirke, a
klthy London merchant, who had married
Huguenot maiden, Elizabeth Goudon or
wding of Dieppe. Now when war broke

mch

the Adventurers equipped three staunch
Captain David Kirke, the eldest
of Gervase, commanded the flagship

vateers.
{gaily

and

his brothers,

Lewis and Thomas,

other two ships. The fleet, though small,
well suited for the work in hand.
While
king ready for sea the Adventurers learned
J.M.
c

34
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of the much larger fleet of the One Hundred
but they learned, too, that the
Associates
vessels were chiefly transports, of little use ii
a sea-fight. David Kirke was, on the othe
;

fight, and he bore letter,
marque from the king of England author
izing him to capture and destroy any Frencl
vessels and utterly to drive away and roo

hand, equipped to

ne

of

ir£

‘

out the French settlements in Nova Scoti
and Canada.’ The omens were evil for Ne\
France when, early in the spring of 162$ $
the Kirkes weighed anchor and shaped thei
course for her shores.
The English privateersmen arrived in th
St Lawrence in July and took up their heac
quarters at Tadoussac. Already they ha M
captured several Basque fishing or tradin
vessels.
At Tadoussac they learned that 1
Cap Tourmente, thirty miles below Quebe<
there was a small farm from which the garr m
and, as a fin
son of Quebec drew supplies
effort to
root out the French, David Kiri ^
decided to loot and destroy this supply-pos
A number of his crew went in a fishing-boa lms
took the place by surprise, captured its guar
plundered it, and killed the cattle. When h ^
men returned from the raid, Kirke dispatch
six of his Basque prisoners, with a woman a:

ea!

1

en

Iei

:rai

°' c

001

!rv

ren

;

‘

’

roai

‘

s

one

i
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By one of them he
to Quebec.
rnt a letter to Champlain, demanding the
arrender of the place in most polite terms.
little girl,

By

surrendering courteously,’ he wrote,
be assured of all kind of contentlent, both for your persons and your property,
hich, on the faith I have in Paradise, I will
reserve as I would mine own, without the
ast portion in the world being diminished.’
Champlain replied to Kirke’s demand with
jual courtesy, but bluntly refused to sur;nder.
In his letter to the English captain
i said that the fort was still provided with
ain, maize, beans, and pease, which his
ddiers loved as well as the finest corn in the
orld, and that by surrendering the fort in so
»od a condition, he should be unworthy to
)pear before his sovereign, and should derve chastisement before God and men.
As
| matter of fact this was untrue, for the
n
rench at Quebec were starving and incap>le of resistance.
A single well-directed

you

may

(

|

(soadside

would have brought Champlain’s

mshackle fort

tumbling

about

his

ears,

bold front, however, served its purpose
Kirke decided to postr the time being;
>ne the attack on Quebec and to turn his

is

jtention to

Roquemont’s

fleet.

He burned

36
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the captured vessels and plundered and de-l
stroyed the trading-post at Tadoussac, and|
then sailed seaward in search of the rich prize.
the French hac
Kirke had three ships
Numerically Kirke was outclassed,
eighteen.
but he knew that the enemy’s fleet was composed chiefly of small, weakly armed vessels]
Learning that Roquemont was in the vicinit]
;

of Gaspe Bay, he steered thither under
favouring west wind. And as the Abigai\
rounded Gaspe Point the English captain sa^
the waters in the distance thickly dotted witl
Dare he attack ? Three to eighteen
sail.
and yet victon
It was hazarding much
would bring its reward. Kirke was a cautioul
commander and, desiring if possible to gaii
his end without loss, he summoned the Frenq
captain to surrender. In answer Roquemoi
boldly hoisted sail and beat out into the opei
;

;

But despite this defiant attitude Roquemoi
must have feared the result of a battle. Manl
no assistance even h]
were in no condition to fight. Mos
of the cannon were in the holds of the tranj
ports, and only a few of small calibre wei
mounted. His vessels, too, overloaded wil
supplies, would be difficult to manoeuvre
the light summer wind of which his foe nol
of his ships could give

largest

;
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had the advantage. The three English privateers bore on towards the French merchantmen, and when within range opened fire.
For several hours this long-range firing conWhen it proved ineffective, David
tinued.
Kirke decided to close in on the enemy. The
Abigail crept up to within pistol-shot of
Roquemont’s ship, swept round her stern, and
poured in a raking broadside. While the
m French sailors were still in a state of confusion
from the iron storm that had beaten on their
leek, the English vessel rounded to and threw
mt grappling-irons. Over the side of the
French ship leaped Kirke’s pikemen and
musketeers. There was a short fight on the
crowded deck but after Roquemont had been
[truck down with a wound in his foot and some
of his sailors had been killed, he surrendered
Meanwhile, Lewis
eMo avert further bloodshed.
oi|nd Thomas Kirke had been equally successlul in capturing the only two other vessels
11

it

n

>r

)ii

ai

;

ic

or

in

in

?e:

P it

e

of offering any serious resistance.
The clumsy French merchantmen, though
Irmed, were no match for the staunchly built,
veil-manned English privateers, and after a
pw sweeping broadsides they, too, struck
heir flags.
The remaining craft, incapable
if fight
In this 5 the
or flight, surrendered.

japable

h

Ioi

i

no
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naval engagement in the waters of Nortl
America, eighteen
sail fell into the hands o
0
the Kirkes, with a goodly store of supplies
ammunition, and guns, Alas for the higl
hopes of Father Lalemant and his fellow
missionaries
all were now prisoners and a
the mercy of the English and the Huguenots
Having more vessels than he could man
Kirke unloaded ten of the smallest and burne<
them. He then sailed homeward with hi
prizes, calling on his way at St Pierre Island
where he left a number of his prisoners, amonj
first

9

!

—

Recollet fathers, and at Newfound
where he watered and refitted. Whei
the convoy reached England about the end c
September, great was the rejoicing among th
Adventurers of Canada. For had they no

lb

01

)U

ini

in

!ee

them the
land,

the Romish Company of the On
Hundred Associates ? And had they no
gained, at the same time, a tenfold return c

crippled

their

money

iei

oc

ai

^

fer

e

'

or

?

Meanwhile Quebec was

in grave peril.

Th

311

There were n
vessels on which Champlain with his garr:
son and the missionaries could leave Ne^ ^
France even had he so desired, and thei
were slight means of resisting the savag
Iroquois.
Yet with dogged courage Charr
colony

faced

starvation.

£

a

Kir.

lnii

ri

^
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the situation, hoping that
would come before the ice formed in

accepted

he St Lawrence.

But no

relief

was there

to be this year for

e anxious watchers at Quebec.

On

reach-

England Lalemant had regained his
He
iberty, and had hastened to France.
und that Father Noyrot had a vessel fitted
ut with supplies for the Canadian mission,
nd decided to return to Canada with Noyrot
But nature as well as man
I this vessel.

jig

to be battling against the Jesuits,
they neared the Gulf of St Lawrence a
erce gale arose, and the ship was driven out
its course and dashed to pieces on the
cky shores of Acadia near the island of
Fourteen of the passengers, includjlanseau.
g Noyrot and a lay brother, Louis Malot,
ere drowned.
Lalemant escaped with his
took passage on a trading vessel
;e, and
r France.
This ship, too, was wrecked, near
kerned
s

:

!

(

lati

m

Bay of Biscay, and
Lalemant narrowly escaped death.
Meanwhile the English Adventurers were
II of enthusiasm over the achievement of the
irkes.
The work, however, was not yet
pished.
The French trading-posts in Acadia
id on the St Lawrence must be utterly deJain

Sebastian in the

THE JESUIT MISSIONS

40

By March 1629 a fleet much mor
powerful than the one of the previous year w
ready for sea. It consisted of the Abigai
Admiral David Kirke, the William, Captai
Lewis Kirke, the George, Captain Thome
Kirke, the Gervase, Captain Brewerton, tw

stroyed.

other

ships,

and three pinnaces.

On

tl

25th of March it sailed from Gravesend, ar
on the 15th of June reached Gaspe Bay wit!
out mishap. All save two of the vessels we
now sent to destroy the trading-posts on t
shores of Acadia, while David Kirke, with t
Abigail and a sister ship, sailed for Tadouss
which was to be his headquarters during t
summer. The raiders did their work a
arrived at Tadoussac early in July.
Kir
then detached the William and the George a
sent them to Quebec under the pilotage
French traitors.
At Quebec during the winter the inhabitaifc
had lived on pease, Indian corn, and e
which they obtained from the natives
;

spring came all who had suffici
strength had gone to the forest to gat;
acorns and nourishing roots. The gunpowi
was almost exhausted, and the dilapida
fort could not be held by its sixteen h
starved defenders. Accordingly Champ!

when
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ent the Reeollet Daillon, who had a knowedge of the English language, to negotiate
vith the Kirkes the terms of capitulation;
nd Quebec surrendered without a shot being
For the time being perished the hopes
ired.
)f the indomitable Champlain, who for twentyne years had wrought and fought and prayed
hat Quebec might become the bulwark of
r
America. On the 22nd of
witl rench power in
the fleur-de-lis was hauled down from
!Wt| uly
‘ort St Louis to give place to the cross of
int!
t George.
The officers of the garrison were
with consideration and allowed to
ussl:reated
:eep their arms, clothing, and any peltry
To the missionaries,
vhich they possessed.
the Calvinistic victors were not so
Kii iowever,
The priests were permitted to
enerous.
gea
age ;eep only their robes and books.
The terms of surrender were ratified by
ta|j)avid Kirke at Tadoussac on the 19th of
August, and on the following day a hundred
nd fifty English soldiers took possession of
he town and fort. Such of the inhabitants
,s did not elect to remain in the colony and
11 the missionaries were marched on board
the waiting vessels 1 and taken to Tadoussac,
1

I

tilt!

i

|

afi

1

hi

ipijF

1

:

There were

in all eighty-five

persons in the colony, thirty
to England.*

whom remained. The rest were taken prisoners
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where they remained for some weeks whi
the English were making ready for the horr
voyage.

n
j

,

There were

many Huguenots

gs

^

t)

serving und<
a
the Kirkes, and the Huguenots, as we ha^
^
0
seen, were bitterly hostile to the Jesuits.
the voyage to England Brebeuf, Noue, an
Masse had to bear insult and harsh treatmei

from men

of their own race, but of anoth
And they bore it bravely, conhdei
God in His good time would restore the:

faith.

that
to their chosen field of labour.
The vessels reached Plymouth on the 20I
of November, to learn that the capture
Quebec had taken place in time of peace. T 1
Convention of Susa had ended the war b
tween France and England on April 24, 162c
thus the achievement of the Adventure
was wasted. Three years later, by the Trea
of St Germain - en - Laye, the Adventure
were forced not only to restore the pos
captured in North America, but to pay
sum to the French for the property seiz<
at Quebec.
Towards the end of November the missio
these included the Jesuit fathers Ennemond Masse, Anne
Noue, and Jean de Brebeuf; the Recollet fathers Joseph
Caron and Joseph de la Roche de Daillon; and several
brothers of both orders.
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and Jesuits, left the
Dover roads, and proceeded

Recollets

iglish fleet at

their various colleges in France, patiently

await the time when they should be pertted to return to Canada.
(!

n<
ure

:ea|
j

ure
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iay

eizi

isio

me

ral

CHAPTER V
THE RETURN TO HURONIA
After the Treaty of St Germain-en-Lay
which restored to France all the posts
America won by the Adventurers of Canad
the French king took steps to reposse
Quebec. But, by way of compensation
the Caens for their losses in the war, Emery
Caen was commissioned to take over the po
from the Kirkes and hold it for one year, wi
trading rights.

Accordingly, in April 163

from Honfleur and he carried
dispatch under the seal of Charles I, king
England, addressed to Lewis Kirke at Queb<

Caen

sailed

commanding him

;

to surrender the captur

fort.

On the 5th of July the few French
habitants at Quebec broke out into wild crl
of joy as they saw Caen’s ship approachi|
under full sail, at its peak the white
sprinkled with golden lilies ; and when t
learned that the vessel brought two Jesl
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with inexpressible
>ture.
During the three years of English
jsession the Catholics had been without
ests, and they hungered for their accusned forms of worship. The priests now
iving were Paul Le Jeune, the new superiorleral, and Anne de Noue, with a lay brother,
and
bert Burel.
They hastened ashore
hers, their hearts swelled

;

followed by the inhabitants to the home
the widow Hebert, the only substantial
idence in the colony, where, in the cereny of the Mass, they celebrated the renewal
the Canadian mission.
The
Quebec was in a sad condition.
[glish, knowing of the negotiations for its
urn to the French, had left the ground
cultivated and the buildings in ruins.
The
sionaries found the residence of Notre|me-des-Anges plundered and partly deyed ; but they went to work cheerfully
restore it, and before autumn it was quite
re

Jcitable.

Meanwhile Le Jeune had begun

tentatively as a teacher.
His
were an Indian lad and a little negro,
latter a present from the English to
idame Hebert. The class grew larger
ing the winter a score of children answered
k call of Le Jeune’s bell, and sat at his feet

labours

ils
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learning the Credo, the Ave, and the Pater
noster which he had translated into Algbn
quin rhymes. In order to learn the India:
language Le Jeune was himself a pupil, hi
teacher a Montagnais named Pierre, a worth
,

less

ft

0S f

wretch who had been in France and ha

Le Jeune passed th
learned some French.
winter of 1632-33 in teaching, studying, an
ministering to the inhabitants at the trading
Save for a short period, he had th
post.
companionship of Noue, a devoted missionary L
eager to play his part in the field, but, a
we have seen, without the necessary vigour c
mind or body. Though Noue had failed i
Huronia, he thought he might succeed on th
And in the autumn, just
St Lawrence.
the first snows were beginning to whiten th
ground, when a band of friendly Montagnaii
encamped near the residence, invited him t
their wintering grounds, he bade farewell t
Le Jeune and vanished with the Indians int L
But the rigours of th
the northern forest.
wigwams were too much for him, and afte m
three weeks he returned to Notre- Dame-des
Anges in an exhausted condition.
In the meantime the Hundred AssociateH^
were getting ready to enter into the enjoy

ment

of

their

Canadian domain, but no^
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thout the hopeful ardour and exalted pur-

which had characterized their

se

first

The guiding hand

ted expedition.

ill-

in the

of the colony, under the feudal
zerainty of Richelieu’s company, was Cham-

/ival

He was

appointed on March 1, 1633,
New France, with jurisbtion throughout all the extent of the St
wrence and other rivers.’ Twenty -three
ys later he sailed from Dieppe with three
lin.

utenant-general in

‘

Jean and
These ships carried two

;ned ships, the St Pierre , the St
is

Don

ndred

de Dieu
persons,

.

among them

,

the

Jesuit

Jean de Brebeuf and Ennemond
At Cape Breton they were joined by
isse.
0 more Jesuits, Antoine Daniel and Am)ise Davost, who had gone there the year
hers

fore.

There were no Recollets in the company,
greatly to their disappointment, the
collets were now barred from the colony.
r this the
Jesuits have been unjustly
limed.
It was, however, wholly due to
L
policy of the Hundred Associates.
At
2 of their meetings Jean de Lauzon, the
bident, afterwards a governor of New
joUmce, formally protested against the return
The Associates desired
the Recollets.
1

nl

ft

de

ati

THE JESUIT MISSIONS

48

to economize, and did not wish to suppoi
two religious orders in the colony and so th
mendicant Recollets were excluded.
The vessels appeared at Quebec on th
23rd of May, and landed their passengei
;

amid shouts of welcome from the settler
and Indians. Presently Champlain
lieutenant, Duplessis-Bochart, on behalf
the Hundred Associates, received the ke? k
of the fort and habitation from Emery
Caen and at that moment ended the regin
of the Huguenot traders in Canada.
Thenc m
forth, whether for good or for evil, Ne
^
France was to be Catholic.

soldiers,

It

1

'h

<

01

;

P

During the English occupation the India
had almost ceased to visit Quebec. At fir
the fickle savages had welcomed the invadei
for they ever favoured a winner, and h
thronged about the

fort, expecting preser
galore from the strong people who had oust
But instead of presents t
the French.
English gave them only kicks and curse
and so they held aloof. Now, however,
hearing that Champlain had returned, t
Indian dwellers along the Ottawa river a
in Huronia flocked to the post.
Hare

more than two months after his arrival,
fleet of a hundred and forty canoes, w

ie

ari

ad

it

ian

pro
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id
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pout seven hundred Indians, swept with the
)b tide to the base of the rock that frowned
30 ve the habitation and the dilapidated wareDrawing their heavily laden craft
puses.
hore, the chiefs greeted Champlain and proeded to set up their camp-huts on the strand,
imong them were many warriors, now grown
who had been with him in the attack on
e Iroquois in 1615.
There were some, too,
o had listened to the teaching of Brebeuf.
pr the eager missionaries this was an opporand, resolved to go
inity not to be lost
with the Hurons, who willingly assented,
rebeuf, Daniel, and Davost got ready for
On the eve of de|e journey to Huronia.
prture the three missionaries brought their
icks to the strand, and lodged for the night
the traders’ storehouse, hard by the Inh
an encampment. But they had an enemy
road.
All in this party were not Hurons
,

;

ji

j>

13

ft

je

ie J

;

were Ottawas from Allumette Island,
der a one-eyed chief, Le Borgne. This
y redskin wished for trouble between the
e

rons and the French, in order that his tribe
ght get a monopoly of the Ottawa route,
carry all the goods from the nations above
wn to the St Lawrence. At this time an
onquin of La Petite Nation a tribe living
f

J.M.

D

50

THE JESUIT MISSIONS

south of Allumette Island, was held at Quebe
His frienc
for murdering a Frenchman.
were seeking his release
but Champlai
deemed his execution necessary as a lesso
to the Indians.
Le Borgne rose to the occi
sion.
He went among the Hurons, urgir
them to refuse passage to the Jesuits, warnir
them that, since Champlain would not pardc
the Algonquin, it would be dangerous to tal
The angi
the black -robes with them.
tribesmen of the murderer would surely U
in wait for the canoes, the black-robes wou
be slain or made prisoners, and there wou an
be war on the Hurons too. The argume ad
Champlain would not relea
was effective
and the Jesuits were forced
the prisoner
return to their abode, while the Indians ei
barked and disappeared.
There were now six fathers at Notre- Darr na
des-Anges. They kept incessantly acth am
improving their residence, cultivating the S(
studying the Indian languages, and minist ami
;

ih

ig

ra;

1

a\

roi

101

;

Jgi

;

roj

Ii

avt

ing to the settlers and to the red men who h
pitched their wigwams along the St Char
and the St Lawrence in the vicinity of Queb
In spite of Noue’s failure among the M<
tagnais, the courageous Le Jeune resolved p
sonally to study the Indian problem at fi

Jive

nd

ton
o

ta

istr;

>ur
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and

;

company

in the

autumn

he joined
hunting
During five

of 1633

of redskins going to their

ound on the upper St John.

among

onths
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these savages he suffered from

and dogs,’ and bore in
ence the foul language of a medicine-man
o made the missionary’s person and teachAt times, too, he
gs subjects of mirth.
Early
s on the verge of death from hunger.
the spring he returned to Quebec, after
ving narrowly escaped drowning as he
ssed the ice-laden St Lawrence in a frail
noe.
He had made no converts but he
nefod gained valuable experience.
It was now
e£|Jore evident than ever that among the roving
gonquins the mission could make little
old,

heat, smoke,

;

ogress.

In 1634 the Hurons visited the colony in
all numbers, for Iroquois scalping parties
unted the trails, and a pestilence had played
voc in the Huron villages. Those who
i£ to trade this year gathered
at Three
livers
and thither went Brebeuf, Daniel,
id Davost to seek once more a passage to
juronia.
The Indians at first stolidly refused
take them
but at length, after a liberal
M<
Ip ptribution of presents, the three priests and
ur engages were permitted to embark, each
)

;

ell

;

f
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in a separate canoe.
They had th
usual rough experiences.
Davost and Danie
who had no acquaintance with the Huro
language, fared worse than Brebeuf.
Davor
»
was abandoned among the Ottawas
Allumette Island, his baggage plundered an
his books and papers thrown into the rive
Daniel, too, was deserted by his savage coi $t
ek
Both, however, found means
ductors.
continue the journey. When Brebeuf reache
Otoiiacha, on the 5th of August, his Indie fl
guides, in haste to get to their village he
suddenly vanished into the forest. But he
knew the spot well Toanche, his old missio ea
was but a short distance away. Thither
hurried, only to find the village in ruir
Nothing remained of the cabin in which m
had spent three years but the charred pol
A well-worn path leadi:
of the framework.
through the forest told him that a villa
could not be far distant, and he followed tl
trail till he came to a cluster of cabins.
Tl llw
was a new village, Teandeouiata, to which t ere
inhabitants of his old Toanche had move
It was twilight as the Indians caught sig ad,
of the stalwart, black-robed figure emergi fal
from the forest, and the shout went up, 4 Ech hid
has come again l y Presently all the ifthi

priest

ei

j

nc

<

he

1
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1
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]
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were
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and

sticulating for joy.

and Davost arrived during the
emaciated and exhausted, but reicing.
The missionaries found shelter in
e spacious cabin of a hospitable Huron,
wandoay, where they remained until the
th of September. Meanwhile they had
ected the village of Ihonatiria, a short
tance away near the northern extremity
the peninsula, as a centre for the mission,
lere a cabin was quickly erected, the men of
e town of Oenrio vying with the men of
This residence,
andeouiata in the task.
lied by Brebeuf St Joseph, was thirty-five
it long and twenty wide and contained a
^rehouse, a living-room and school, and a
Daniel

.fjonth,

1

ui

pel.

or three years this humble abode was to
the headquarters of the missionaries in
During the first year of the mission
ronia.
went smoothly. To the Indians the fathers
re medicine-men of extraordinary powers ;
treover, the hired men who came with them
d arquebuses that would be valuable in case
attack in force by the Iroquois. Objects
ich the missionaries possessed inspired awe
the savages
a handmill for grinding corn,
;
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clock, a magnifying lens, and a picture
the Last Judgment were supposed to be oki
For a time eager audienc
of the white man.
crowded the little cabin. Few converts we
for the present the savag U
made, however
were too firmly wedded to their customs a
superstitions to accept the new okies.
U 0
fortunately, in 1635, a drought smote the lar
and the medicine-men used this calamity
discredit their rivals the black-robes.
Accoi \
ing to these fakirs, it was the red cross on t na
Jesuit chapel which frightened away the bi \
Brebe m
of thunder and caused the drought.
to disarm suspicion, had the cross paint
yet the thunder-bird still held alo
white
and the incantations and drummings of t a
Breb<
sorcerers availed not to bring rain.
then advised the Indians to try the effect m
an appeal to his God. In despair they c< an
sented.
A procession was formed and
priests said Masses and prayers.
The res
was dramatic. Almost immediately a sudc
refreshing rain deluged the ground
the cr< ^
were saved and the medicine-men humiliat
^
Still, no perceptible religious progress \
made. Though children came to the residei
to be instructed by the black-robes, they
attracted more by the
beads, raisins, sIL,

a
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which they received as inducements

come back than by the

lessons in Christian

For the most part the elders listened
tentively to the missionaries, but to the

ruth.

estion of laying aside their superstitions and
It is
cepting Christianity they replied :
od for the French
but we are another
ople, with different customs,’
Winter was the season of greatest trial,
4

;

e cabins, crowded to suffocation, were
ade the scenes of savage mirth and feasting,
somee Hurons were inveterate gamblers
;

would challenge

and,
progressed, night would be made
^ deous with the beating of drums and the
larious shouts of the spectators.
Feasts
fere frequent, since any occasion afforded an
tcuse for one, and all feasts were accompied by gluttony and uproar. The Dream
y
id

es village

the

;

game

C(

was a maniacal performance. It was
upon in .a solemn council of the chiefs
d was made the occasion of great licence,
e guests would rush about the village

Jaast

reed

gning madness, scattering fire - brands,
outing, leaping, smiting with impunity any
sideley
:y*l
is,

village

Each one would seek some
which he pretended to have learned
in a dream.
Only when this object

encountered.

>ject

<f|)Out
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was found would calmness follow if it wa
not found, there would be deepest despair
Feasts, too, were prescribed by the medicine
;

men

the healthy, no
as cures for sickness
the sick, would take the medicine, and woul
take it till they were gorged. To leave
scrap of food on their platters might mean thj
death of the patient.
Only one of the social customs of the Huro

had any

;

real

religious

significance.

Everl

ten or twelve years the great Feast of the De
took place. It was the custom of the Huro
either to place the dead in the earth, coveri
them with rude huts, or, more commonly,
elevated platforms. The bodies rested t
the allotted time for final interment ca:
round. Then at some central point an i
mense pit would be dug as a common gra
In 1 6 36 a Feast of the Dead was held
Ossossane. To this place, from the varioj
villages of the Bear clan, Indians came tro
ing, wailing mournful funeral songs as th|
bore the recently dead on litters, or the ca
fully prepared bones of their departed relati
in parcels slung over their shoulders.
All c
verged on the village of Ossossane, when
pit ten feet deep by thirty feet wide had b
dug. There on scaffolds about the pit t
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inc

and bones, carefully wrapped
and covered with bark. The assembled
>urners then gave themselves up to feasting

m iced the bodies
furs

aii

games, as a prelude to the

no

id

nit

&ma

e

stly furs

tt

of

death.

and

They

final act of this

lined

the pit with

in the centre placed kettles,

usehold goods, and weapons for the chase,
these, like the bodies and bones, supposed
be indwelt by spirits. They laid the dead
dies in rows on the floor of the pit, and threw
bundles of bones to Indians stationed
;
thin, who arranged the remains in their

!

roi

j

vei

)ea

iroi

pper places.
The Jesuits were witnesses of this weird
iremony. They saw the naked Indians going
out their task in the pit in the glare of
caa
xhes, like veritable imps of hell.
It was a
xouraging scene. But a greater trial than
i Feast of the Dead was in store for them,
a pestilence, a severe form of dysentery,
onatiria was almost denuded of its popularo
n.
In consequence the priests, who had
w been reinforced by the arrival of Fathers
ca
knQois Le Mercier, Pierre Pi j art, Pierre
Id jastelain, Isaac Jogues, and Charles Gamier,
n d to seek a more populous centre as head;rii

,(

ii

i

rai

Id

did

f

c

t)i

atii

ie

llx

;

tl

iarters for their
iefs

mission in Huronia.

The

of Oenrio invited the Jesuits to their
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But Brebeuf’s demands were heavy
They should believe in God keep His com
mandments abjure their faith in dreams

village.

;

;

renounc
take one wife and be true to her
their assemblies of debauchery eat no huma
never give feasts to demons and mak
flesh
a vow that if God would deliver them fror
the pest they would build a chapel to offer Hir
thanksgiving and praise. They were ready t
make the vow regarding the chapel, but th m
other conditions were too severe the pes ha
was preferable. And so the Jesuits turned t
Ossossane, where the people agreed to accej
these conditions.
Formerly Ossossane had been situated c he
an elevated piece of ground on the shore
Nottawasaga Bay
but the village had bee B
moved inland and, under the direction of tl
ob
French, a rectangular wall of posts ten
he
twelve feet high had been built around
At opposite angles of the wall two towe
guarded the sides. A platform extend<
round the entire wall, from which the d han
fenders could hurl stones on the heads of
attacking party, or could pour water
uen
extinguish the blaze if an enemy succeed ad:
in setting fire to the palisades.
Here the Jesuits were to live for two yealfinei
;

;

;

;

to

;«
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putside the walls of the town a commodious
:abin seventy feet long was built for them
the part of the cabin
isfy.nd on June 5, 1637,
onsecrated as a chapel, Father Pi j art celerated Mass. The residence was named La
For a wilderness
Conception de Notre Dame.
hurch it was a marvel. At the entrance were
reen boughs adorned with tinsel
pictures
ung on the walls ; crucifixes, vessels, and
naments of shining metal ornamented the
From far and near Indians flocked
apel.
see this wondrous edifice.
Best of all, a
ading chief offered himself for baptism. The
iture looked promising
the Indians showed
lie fathers much affection and a rich harest of souls seemed about to be garnered,
e
But all this was to be changed. A hunchbee
nj

;

m

;

;

‘

’

1

i

;

acked, ogre-like medicine-man who claimed
be of miraculous birth came to Ossossane.
;he pest was still raging, and he laid the blame
d
Accordiwe r it at the door of the missionaries.
to him their prayers and litanies were
ing g
iarms and incantations
their pictures were
ril
okies.
It
was,
he
declared,
by the in{;
0
ience of these and other agencies that they
eed id spread the pestilence among the Hurons.
>me of the older and most influential Hurons
ined with the sorcerer in his denunciation of
}
ftl

n

;

>r

1

t

i
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the priests, and soon the inhabitants of the
village turned against them.
Squaws
shut the doors of the cabins at their approach,
young braves threatened them with death, n
children followed them about hooting and
pelting them with sticks and stones.
At Iasi
the priests were summoned to a public counci Sc
and openly accused of being the cause of th(
misfortunes that had recently visited th<
Huron people. Brebeuf replied to the accusa
tions with unflinching courage, denying th< he
charges, and showing their absurdity.
then boldly addressed his audience on th th
truths of Christianity, held before them th
awful future that awaited those who refuse< he
to obey the words of Christ, and declared tha to
the pest was a punishment for their evil lives
The council was deeply impressed by hi
courage and evident sincerity, and for the tim
being the lives of the missionaries were in n
danger. But they knew that at any momer
the blow might fall, and none ever went abroa lem
without the feeling that a tomahawk rnigt lev
descend on his unguarded head.
On October 28, 1637, Brebeuf prepared, c
he thought, a farewell letter to his friends c
Quebec. He and the four other missionary mge
at Ossossane signed it and sent it to tl
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It opens with the
perior-general Le Jeune.
are perhaps on the point of

rords

‘

:

We

hedding our blood and sacrificing our lives
i the service of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
There is no note of fear in this
ihrist.’
;tter.
If/ it runs,
you should hear that
od has crowned our labours, or rather our
ssires, with martyrdom, return thanks to
tim, for it is for Him we wish to live and
Such was the spirit of these bearers of
e.’
Their humility, courage, and disle Cross.
iterestedness kept them for the present from
But the hunchthe crown of martyrdom/
icked sorcerer continued his agitation and
ie storm once more broke over their heads.
show the Indians that he knew their
)
>arts, and that he could meet death with the
pical courage of one of their own chiefs,
rebeuf summoned them to a festin d' adieu
farewell feast
and while his guests, in
linous silence, ate the portions set before
sm he addressed them in burning words.
was about to die, but before he departed
is life he would warn them of the life to
Their resistance to Christ’s message,
ie.
iir abuse and persecution of Christ’s meslgers, would have to be atoned for in
brnity.
His actions and words took effect.
1

‘

—

—
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Though the
went about

sorcerer

still

schemed, the

Jesuit! k

their labours unscathed, preaching

0

to the unregenerate, visiting and caring fo es
the sick, and baptizing the dying.
P
For a year after the establishing of th ac
mission of La Conception at Ossossane thre
fathers
Pierre Chastelain, Pierre Pi j art, an< er
Isaac Jogues ministered to the remnant o
the Hurons at Ihonatiria. But the pest wa oa
still raging, and by the spring of 1638 Ihona
i

P

lor1

—

—

|

>

SS(

'

3Ui

was little more than a village of empt p
wigwams. It was useless to remain longer a
this spot, and the missionaries looked abou
for another field for their energiesy The tow w
of Teanaostaiae, the largest town of the cla ^
tiria

FP

of the Cord,

present town

about

fifteen miles

of Barrie,

north of

seemed suitable

th

e

Mg'

for

Brebeuf visited the plac es
central mission.
talked with the inhabitants, met the council aany
the nation, and won its consent to establish pto
In June the mission of St Josep f^u
residence.
was moved to Teanaostaiae. Before the er pi
‘

i

<

summer Jerome Lalemant, who for tl
next eight years was to be the superior of tl
Huron mission, Simon Le Moyne, and Franco
du Peron arrived in Huronia. There was no
a new distribution of the mission forces, fr
priests under Lalemant ’s immediate leade
of the

ian

Mis
r

&e

|

racti

i

Alln

odand
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abode at Ossossane,
ip taking up
die three in charge of Brebeuf settled at
their

anaostaiae.

So far Brebeuf had been the recognized"*"
He had been nobly supider in Huronia.

and his hired
residences at both Ihonatiria and
sossane had been kept well supplied with
)d, even better than many of the Indian
useholds.
Game was scarce in Huronia,
t the fathers had among their engages an
pert hunter, Francois Petit-Pre, ever roamX the forest and the shores in search of game
Robert Le Coq,
toj give variety to their table.
devoted engage later a donne, 1 was their
egotiator or business man.
It was Le Coq
10 made the yearly trips to Quebec for suprted

pn.

by
The

his brother priests

,

’

f 0I

and who with infinite labour brought
ny heavy burdens over the difficult trails,
ebeuf had proved himself essentially an

plies,

husiast for souls, a mystic, a spirit cravthe crown of martyrdom, yet withal a
n of great tact, and a powerful exemplar
Lalemant, while lacking
jfljhis fellow-priests.
ebeuf’s dominating enthusiasm, was a more
ctical man, with great organizing ability.

An
gdlid

unpaid, voluntary assistant whose only remuneration was
clothing, care during illness, and support in old age.

and

'

.
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After viewing the wide and dangerous field
be administered, the new superior decided
concentrate the separate missions into or
stronghold of the faith. The site he chose w;
remote from any of the centres of IndL
It was on the eastern bank
population.
the river Wye between Mud Lake and Match!
dash Bay. Here the missionaries built Jr
strong rectangular fort with walls of stolr
surmounted by palisades and with bastions |r
each corner. The interior buildings a chaplP
a hospital, and dwellings for the missionarlf
and the engages although of wood, were su|
ported on foundations of stone and cement. I
The new mission - house they named Si
1

1

—

—

and from this central station t|P
missionaries went forth in pairs to the farthJf
parts of Huronia and beyond. The missicl
to the Petuns and the Neutrals, howevjp
ended in failure. The Petuns hailed Garni,,
and Jogues as the Famine and the Pest a[
the priests barely escaped with their lives. Jr
the following year (1640), when Brebeuf a||
enc
Chaumonot went among the Neutrals, tll
501
found Huron emissaries there inciting l|
Neutrals to kill the priests. These Hurojr
while themselves fearing to murder the powJP
ful okies of the French, as they regarded i
Marie

;

e

,

1
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ick-robes, desired that the Neutrals should

But no such tragedy
t them to death.
ind place as yet. After visiting nineteen
/vns, meeting everywhere maledictions and
reats, Brebeuf and Chaumonot returned to
b

Marie.

The good work went on, notwithstanding
The story of the Cross
s and reverses.
being carried even to the Algonquins and
issings of the upper Ottawa and Georgian
At Ste Marie neophytes gathered in
y.
tubers, and here there were no medicinen,

‘

satellites

of Satan,’ to seduce

them

m their vows.

But, just at the time when
harvest seemed richest in promise, a cloud
reared on the horizon a forerunner of
ker clouds, heavy with calamity, and of the
rm which was to bring destruction to the
ron people.

—

sit

ev

•Meanwhile,

how

fared

the

mission

at

Champlain had died on Christmas
1635, and the Jesuits had lost a staunch
nd and never-failing protector. His sucsor,
however, was Charles Huault de
htmagny, a knight of Malta, a man of
out character, thoroughly in sympathy
the missions. Under Montmagny’s rule

tebec ?

f,
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New

France became as austere as Puritan Nev
England.

The

Relations of the Jesuits, sent yearly

t<

France and published and widely read, ha<
roused intense enthusiasm among wealth
pious men and women. Thus Not
Brulart, Chevalier de Sillery, was moved t
take an interest in the Canadian mission an
to endow a home for Christian Indians. L

and

Jeune chose a site on the bank^of the S
Lawrence, four miles above Quebec
and.
i

;

1637 the Sillery establishment was erecte
there, consisting of a chapel, a mission-hous
and an infirmary, all within strong palisade
About the same time two wealthy ei
thusiasts, the Duchesse d’Aiguillon, a niece
Cardinal Richelieu, and Madame de la Peltri
were likewise inspired by the Relations
undertake charitable work in New Franc
These ladies founded, respectively, the Hot<
Dieu of Quebec and the Ursuline Conver
In 1639 Madame de la Peltrie, who had giv
herself as well as her purse to the work, arriv
in Quebec, accompanied by Mother Marie
lTncarnation and two other Ursulines a
three Augustinian nuns. The Ursulines
once began their labours as teachers with
Indian pupils. But a plague of small-p
1

I

j

IS

J.

'

no

ff

.TT

v
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/as raging in the colony,
r

two

and

after their arrival these heroic

Lad to aid the sisters of

67

for the first year

women

the Hotel-Dieu in

ighting the pest.

The Jesuits themselves were busy with the
ducat ion of the Indians and had already
stablished a college and seminary for the inof young converts.
The colony,
was not growing. The Hundred
associates had not carried out the terms of

struction

owever,

There were less than four
heir charter.
hundred settlers in the whole of New France,
nd only some three hundred soldiers to guard
(he settlements from attack.
Canada as yet
fas little more than a mission
and such it
ras to remain for another twenty and more
;

ears

CHAPTER

VI

THE MARTYRS

We

have observed that the Hurons were a
war with the Five Nations and that Iroquoi
scalping parties haunted the river routes am
the trails to waylay Huron canoemen and cu

hunters and stragglers from their village:
or how the feud began, between t
Iroquois on the one side and the Hurons an|
Algonquins on the other, no man can tell,
antedated Champlain
and, as we have see
he had involved the French in it. There wer
no doubt, many bloody encounters of whi
off

When

;

history furnishes no record.
At first t
warriors had fought on equal terms, t
weapons of all being the bow and arrow, t
tomahawk, the knife, and the war-club. B
now the Iroquois had firearms, procured fro
the Dutch of the Hudson, and were skilled
the use of the musket, which gave them a gre
advantage over their Huron and Algonqu
foes.

THE MARTYRS
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frontier of Huronia,

about

four miles from Orillia, stood a town of the
clan of the Rock, Contarea, a main bulwark
The inhabitants were pagans
of the country.’
who had resisted the missionaries, and refused
them permission to build a chapel, not even
In the
deigning to listen to their appeals.
sarly summer of 1642 the people of Contarea
were living in fancied security
and when
unners brought word that in the forests to
he east a large force of Iroquois were enamped, the Contarean warriors felt consent that, from behind their strong palisades,
hey could resist any attack. No Iroquois
ppeared ; and, believing the rumour false,
Inany of the warriors left the town for the
‘

;

ccustomed hunting and fishing grounds,
suddenly, early on a June morning, the sleepy

t!

uards were roused by savage yells. The
roquois were upon them. The alarm rang
ut
the towers were manned, and the
salisades lined with defenders.
But in vain.
\rrows and bullets swept towers and palisades,
).nd through breaches made in the walls in
ushed a horde of bloodthirsty demons. In a
ew minutes all was over the town became a
young and old fell beneath the
hambles
omahawks of the infuriated invaders. Then
;

B.

fro’

led

grt

;

;
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the torch

!

And

the Iroquois hied

them back

triumph to their homes by the Mohawk
exulting in this first effective blow at the
in

enemy

own

country.
arrived of the destruction o
Contarea, there was wild alarm in the missior
towns. But it was no part of the Iroquoi
plan to attack at once the other Huron strong
Huronia could wait until the tribe
holds.
of the St Lawrence and the Ottawa, allies
the Hurons, should be destroyed. Then th
Five Nations could concentrate their fore
on the Hurons.
And so six years passed over the Jesuits i
the mission-fields. Scalping parties occasio
ally haunted the outskirts of the villages whe
they were stationed. The Iroquois frequent
attacked the annual fleet of canoes on i
journey to Quebec, and on several occasio
captured and carried off priests and the|
assistants.
But during these years no lar
body of Iroquois invaded Huronia. The i
satiable warriors of the Five Nations we
busy devastating the St Lawrence and t
Ottawa, pressing the tribes back and ev|
back, until scarcely a wigwam could be se
between Ville Marie and Lake Nipissing. T
Algonquins who had not fallen had left th
in his

When news
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and had sought safety on the bleak
and islands of Georgian Bay, or among

villages

shores
the

Hurons.

The mission was prospering under the
guidance of Paul Ragueneau, who in 1645
ucceeded Lalemant as superior, when the
atter journeyed to Quebec to take over the
ffice of superior-general of the Canada mismilion. Ste Marie, a wilderness Mecca of the
c

|

thousands of Indians,
professed Christianity.
On
ne occasion seven hundred Indians sought
his sanctuary within a fortnight, and to each
these the fathers from their abundant
»f
About the walls
tores gave two meals.
elds of corn, beans, pumpkins, and wheat
pread fair to the eye. Within the enclosure
aith, entertained yearly

nany

of

was

n

l11

sio

n his

tto

whom

activity.

Ambroise Brouet was busy

kitchen
Louis Gauber was at his
Pierre Masson, when not occupied at
orge
is tailor’s bench, was hard at work in the
garden, the pride of the mission
Christophe
^egnaut and Jacques Levrier were mending
>r fashioning shoes and moccasins
Joseph
olere prepared potions for the sick and had
harge of the laundry
and Charles Boivin,
|he master-builder, superintended the erection
f new buildings or the strengthening and im;

;

;

we

;

;
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proving of those already built. The appearance of permanency about the place was
enhanced by the fowls, pigs, and cattle. There
were two cows and two bulls, which had been
brought with incredible toil from Quebec.
The teaching and example of the fathers
were winning a way to the hearts of the
In 1648 eleven or twelve missior
Indians.
stations stood throughout Huronia, among the
Algonquins, and among the Petuns, nov
settled in the Blue Hills south of Nottawasagf
Bay. Seven of these stations had chapel
and in six it had been found necessary t<
establish residences.
In some of the villages
such as Ossossane, the Christians outnumbere< k
the pagans.
The Christian Hurons gav
active help to the fathers in the work of th hr
mission, some among their own people, an
others among the Petuns and the Neutral; ms

hu

if

thi

nil

(

The chapels had

bells

—on

kettles served this purpose

some discarde

—to

the flock
to worship ; and crosses studded the lam
Huronia was in a fair way of being complete:
won and the missionaries were alread
looking to the unexplored regions rour
call

;

and beyond
the land

Lake Superior, and

of the

suddenness

of

a

Iroquois.

volcanic

even
Then, with
eruption,

he

lha

11

t,

hvo

ron

watt
tljljust

thellreat
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ocks were scattered and their dearest hopes
irushed.

In 1647 there was no communication beween Ste Marie and Quebec. Owing to the
anger from Iroquois along the route, the
;nnual canoe-fleet did not go down, although
small party of Hurons, it seems, went as
The necessities of the
r as Ville Marie.
ission were, however, urgent, and in the
ring of the following year Father Bressani

out with a strong contingent of two
undred and fifty Huron warriors, fully half
whom were Christians. No sooner had
is expedition begun its descent of the Ottawa
ban an Iroquois war - party, which had
awintered near Lake Nipissing, stole southward
ttliirough the forests towards Huronia.
Contarea had been destroyed. The dangera!
t

I

s

position of St Jean- Baptiste, situated near

site of Cahiague on Lake Simcoe, whence
hamplain had set out against the Iroquois
1615, had led the Jesuits to abandon
fi
St Joseph or Teanaostaiae, with about
o thousand inhabitants, was therefore the
ontier town on the south-east of Huronia.

dfllJie

an

tl

tti!

ather Daniel, in charge of this station, had
returned from his annual eight-day reFor four years he had
peat at Ste Marie.
1st
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laboured in this mission
and, though his
flock had been a stiff-necked one, his work
had brought its reward. On the 4th of July
his little chapel was crowded for the celebration of early Mass, and as he gazed at the congregation of his converts his spirit rejoicec lb
within him. He had just finished the service
when shrill through the morning air rang the
cry
The Iroquois
The Iroquois
Rush
ing out he saw the foe already hacking at th<
palisades and many of the defenders falling
beneath a storm of arrows and bullets. Hi 0
first thought for his flock, he hurried bad
into the chapel, beseeching them to sav ur
themselves. They pressed about him, pray
ing for baptism and for absolution
and, a
they held to him appealing hands, he dippei
his handkerchief in the font and baptized th
crowd by aspersion. Then he boldly strod
to the door of his chapel and faced the enem^ Ai
For a moment the savage fiends hesitated be
fore the stern-eyed priest standing in his vesl ppe
ments, protecting, as it seemed, the flock the
cowered behind him but only for a momen
Yelling defiance at the white medicine-mai
they directed their weapons against him an
this dauntless soldier of the Cross receive
the crown of martyrdom which he had praye
;

t

pj

II

rol

far

:

‘

!

!

’

at

if'

ion

/

j

the

ou:

;

|f

t

die

eje

tror

lelt

laye

;
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;
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His slayers fell upon his body,
tripped it of clothing, mutilated it, and cast
into the now flaming chapel, a fitting funeral
yre for the first martyr of the Huron mission,
[he entire village was given to the flames, and
jie smoke of the burning cabins and palisades
plied over the forest.
A small village not
ir away, on the trail to Ossossane, shared the
ime fate. The slaughter glutted the ferocity
the Iroquois for the time being
and, with
f

light be his.

:

;

pme seven hundred prisoners, they stole back
their villages south of Lake Ontario.
After this calamity the pall of a great fear
mg over the Hurons. Paralysed and inert,
ie warriors took no steps to defend the
f

In spite
ifuntry against the Iroquois peril.
the exhortations of the Jesuits, they lay
their wigwams or hunted in the forest,
le
I

ijectedly awaiting their

An

;

ayi

doom.

Iroquois war - party twelve hundred
rong spent the winter of 1648-49 on the
>per Ottawa
and as the snows began to
git under the thaws of spring these insatiable
lyers of men directed their steps towards
uronia.
The frontier village on the east
is now St Ignace, on the west of the Sturgeon
It
fer, about seven miles from Ste Marie.
is strongly fortified and formed a part of a

76
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mission of the same name, under the care of
Brebeuf and Father Gabriel Lalemant, a
nephew of Jerome Lalemant. About a league
distant, midway to Ste Marie, stood St Louis,
another town of the mission, where the twc
fathers lived.
On the 16th of March the in
habitants of St Ignace had no thought o:
impending disaster. The Iroquois might b<
on the war-path, but they would not comi
while yet ice held the rivers and snow lay ii
w
the forests. But that morning, just as th
horizon began to glow with the first colour
of the dawn, the sleeping Hurons woke t
the sound of the dreaded war-whoop. Th
Iroquois devils had breached the walls
Three Hurons escaped, dashed along th
forest trail to St Louis, roused the village
and then fled for Ste Marie, followed by th
women and children and those too feeb
There were in St Louis only aboi 6
to fight.
eighty warriors, but, not knowing the strengt 0o
of the invaders, they determined to figh ^
The Hurons begged Brebeuf and Lalemant
but they refused to sti
fly to Ste Marie
In the hour of danger and death they mu un&
remain with their flock, to sustain the warriojp
in the battle and to give the last rites of t
y
Church to the wounded and dying.

ii

313

)tai

tide

eit

t

111

^

;
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;
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Having made short work of St Ignace, the
roquois came battering at the walls of St
The Hurons resisted
ouis before sunrise.
ubbornly
but the assailants outnumbered
;

iem ten to one, and soon hacked a way
irough the palisades and captured all the
^fenders remaining alive,

among them

Bre-

and Lalemant.
The Iroquois bound Brebeuf and Lalemant
Iid led them back to St Ignace, beating
^uf

em
e

as

two

they went.
priests

and

There they stripped
tied

them

to

stakes,

ebeuf knew that his hour had come. Him
e savages made the special object of their
And, standing at the
bolical cruelty.
ke amid his yelling tormentors, he beeathed to the world an example of fortie sublime, unsurpassed, and unsurpassable,
ither by look nor cry nor movement did
give sign of the agony he was suffering,
the reviling and abuse of the fiends he
lied with words warning them of the judgThey poured boiling water
nt to come.
his head in derision of baptism
they
ng red-hot axes about his naked shoulders
y made a belt of pitch and resin and
,ced it about his body and set it on fire,
every conceivable means the red devils
;
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him to cry for mercy. But
not a sound of pain could they wring from
him. At last, after four hours of this torture,
a chief cut out his heart, and the noble servant of God quitted the scene of his earthly

strove to force

labours.

Lalemant, a

man

of gentle, refined char-

Brebeuf was robust, als(
endured the torture. But the savages ad
ministered it to him with a refinement o
cruelty, and kept him alive for fourteen hours

acter, as delicate as

Hi

hi

Then at last he, too, entered into his rest.
Ten years before Brebeuf had made a vo v k

101

Never to shrink from martyrdor
to Christ
in Your mercy, You deem me worthy of s
great a privilege.
Henceforth, I will neve
avoid any opportunity that presents itself c
:

‘

if,

dying for You, but will accept martyrdor
with delight, provided that, by so doing, I ca
add to Your glory. From this day, my Lor
Jesus Christ, I cheerfully yield unto Yo
my life, with the hope that You will grar
me the grace to die for You, since You ha^
Grant me, O Lor
deigned to die for me.
so to live, that You may deem me worthy
Thus my Lord, I tal
die a martyr’s death

Your
Jesu

chalice,
!

Jesu

!

’

and

call

How

upon Your name. Jes
vow was kef

nobly this

at]

koi

M
lie

at!

iist

N

pun

H
ray

nd
he

lure

put;

CHAPTER

VII

THE DISPERSION OF THE HURONS
idfEANWHiLE at Ste Marie Ragueneau and his

mpanions learned from Huron fugitives of
and waited,
e fate of their comrades
The priests
urly expecting to be attacked.
attended by about twoscore armed
flere
renchmen. All day and all night the anxious
In the
thers prayed and stood on guard.
homing three hundred Huron warriors came
their relief, bringing the welcome news that
lie Hurons were assembling in force to give
^.ttle to the invaders.
These Hurons were
;

o

o

t

v

f

lo

ci

st in time to fall in with a party of Iroquois,
ready on the way to Ste Marie. An en-

o

Yi

ra

ha

, 0|

,v

ta

jes

kei

Hunter in the woods followed. At first some
the Hurons were driven back but straightly others of their band rushed to the rescue
id the Iroquois in turn ran for shelter behind
The
e shattered palisades of St Louis.
jurons followed, and finally put the enemy to
rat and remained in possession of the place.
!

;

;

i

1f
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Now followed an Indian battle of almost unparalleled ferocity.
Never did Huron warriors
fight better than in this conflict at the death-

I

hour of their nation. Against the Huronsj
within the palisades came the Iroquois ini
force from St Ignace.
All day long, in and!
about the walls of St Louis, the battle raged ;|
and when night fell only twenty wounded andl
helpless Hurons remained to continue their
In the gathering darkness ther
resistance.
Iroquois rushed in and with tomahawk ancln
knife dispatched the remnant of the band.
|r
But the Iroquois had no mind for furthelf!
TheJj
fighting, and did not attack Ste Marie.
mustered their Huron captives old men!
women, and children tied them to stakes iilr
the cabins of St Ignace, and set fire to thfc
And, after being entertained t Jr
village.
their satisfaction by the cries of agony whicir
an
arose from their victims in the blazing cabins!
they made their way southward through thl
|r
forests of Huronia and disappeared.
Panic reigned throughout Huronia. Aftsp
burning fifteen villages, lest they should senlr
as a shelter for the Iroquois, the Hurodr'
Some fled to S|r
scattered far and wide.
Marie, some toiled through the snows l[
spring to the villages of the Petuns, some fl<

(

—

—

011

r

\

rti

oai(
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the Neutrals and Eries, some to the Algonand west, and some
fen sought adoption among the Iroquois,
e Marie stood alone, like a shepherd without
mission villages, chapels, residences,
eep
The work of over
all were gone.
>cks
Sick at heart,
renty years was destroyed.
agueneau looked about him for a new situa»n, a spot that might serve as a centre for
band of devoted missionaries as they
5
[led among the wanderers by lake and river
d in the depths of the northern forest.
He first thought of Isle Ste Marie (Manikin Island) as the safest place for the headfarters of a new mission, but finally decided
igo to Isle St Joseph (Christian Island), just
Huronia to the north. There, on the bay
t indents the south-east corner of the
nd, he directed that land should be cleared
the building. The work of evacuating
Marie began early in May, and on the
;h of the month the buildings were set on
The valuables of the mission were placed
and, with heavy
a large boat and on rafts
rts, the fathers and their helpers went
ard for the journey to their new home
jinty miles away.
he new Ste Marie which the Jesuits built
>

uin tribes of the north

:

—

;

J.M.

f

;
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on

Isle

fort.

St J oseph
Its walls

was

in the nature of a strong

were of stone and cement,

fourteen feet high and loopholed. At each
corner there was a protecting bastion, and th(
entire structure was surrounded by a deej

moat. It was practically impregnable againsl
Indian attack, for it could not be under
mined, set on fire, or taken by assault,
handful of men could hold it against a hos
of Iroquois.

fi

jw

lei

ie

nc

About the sheltering walls of Ste Marie th
Indians gathered, to the number of seven o m
eight thousand by the autumn of 1649.
Her
the missionaries continued the good work
The only outposts now were among th
Algonquins along the shore of Georgian Baj
and the Petun missions of St Mathias, S mb
atthieu, and St Jean.
But the Petuns wer
presently to share the fate of the Hurons
an cov
Gamier and Chabanel, who were stationed i inj
St Jean, were to perish as had Daniel, Brebeu
ded
and Lalemant.
During the autumn Ragueneau learned th* In
a large body of Iroquois were working the mi<
way westward towards St Jean. He sei St
runners to the threatened town, and ordere
Chabanel to return to Ste Marie and warm md
Gamier to be on his guard. On the 5th We

itl

10a

te
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;
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ecember Chabanel set out for Ste Marie
some Petun Hurons, and Gamier was
Two days later, while
ft alone at St Jean.
warriors were out searching for their
le
sive foes, a band of Senecas and Mohawks
ept upon the town, broke through the
fences, and proceeded to butcher the inbitants.
Gamier fell with his flock. In

ith

thick of the slaughter, while baptizing

d absolving the dying, he was smitten down
h three bullet wounds and his cassock
n from his body. As he lay in agony the
ans of a wounded Petun near by drew his
Though spent with loss of blood,
ention.
ugh his brain reeled with the weakness of
reaching death, he dragged himself to his
nded red brother, gave him absolution,
then fell to the ground in a faint. On
overing from his swoon he saw another
ng convert near by and strove to reach
side, but an Iroquois rushed upon him and
ed his life with a tomahawk,
n a sense Chabanel was less fortunate than
nier.
On the day following the massacre
t Jean he was hastening along the wellten trail towards Ste Marie, when the
d of Iroquois war-cries in the distance
tygmed his guides, and all deserted him

84
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save one. This one did worse, for he sle\
the priest and cast his body into the NottaJ
wasaga river. This murderer, an apostatf
Huron, afterwards confessed the crime, d<
daring that he had committed it becausl
nothing but misfortune had befallen hit
ever since he and his family had embrace
Christianity.

For some months
and Chabanel the

after the death of Garnie

Jesuits

maintained

tl

mission of St Mathias among the Petuns
the Blue Hills.
Here Father Adrien Greslc
laboured until January 1650, and Fathj
Leonard Garreau until the following sprii
Garreau was then recalled, leaving not
missionary on the mainland in the Huron
the Petun country.
The French and Indians on Isle St Josej

though safe from attack, were really prison*
on the island. Mohawks and Senecas remair
in the forests near by, ready to pounce on aj
who ventured to the mainland. When winf
bridged with ice the channel between
island and the main shore, it was necessary
the soldiers of the mission to stand incessanl
on guard. And now another enemy than
Iroquois stalked among the fugitives,
fathers had abundant food for themselves
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but the Hurons, in their
urried flight, had made no provision for the
inter.
The famishing hordes subsisted on
orns and roots, and even greedily devoured
le dead bodies of dogs and foxes.
Disease
ined forces with famine, and by spring fully
ilf the Hurons at Ste Marie had perished.
>me fishing and hunting parties left the
land in search of food, but few returned.
It soon appeared that for the Hurons to

leir

assistants

;

(main on the island meant extinction. Two
the leading chiefs waited on Father Rague?au and begged him to move the remnant
their people to Quebec, where under the
lettering walls of the fortress they might
tep together as a people.
It was a bitter
aught for the Jesuits
but there was no
her course. They made ready for the
igration
and on the 10th of June (1650)
je thirteen priests and four lay brothers of
mission, with their donnes hired men, and
diers, in all sixty French, and about three
ndred Hurons, entered canoes and headed
the French River. On their way clown
Ottawa they met Father Bressani, who
d gone to Quebec in the previous autumn
supplies, and who now joined the retreatparty.
And on the 28th of July, after a
;

;

jj,

,

es:
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journey of
capital of

fifty

New

days,

France

all

arrived safely at the

1
.

The war-lust

of the Five Nations remainec
unsatiated. They continued to harasi
the Petuns, who finally fled in terror, mosj
Still in dreac
of them to Mackinaw Island.
of the Iroquois, they moved thence to thj
western end of Lake Superior but here thei
came into conflict with the Sioux, and had tj
still

;

migrate once more.

moved to
the name

A

band

of

them

finallj

Detroit and Sandusky, where, und(
of

Wyandots, we

find

in history at a later period.

them figurinl
The Iroquof

then found occasion for quarrels with tl
Neutrals, the Eries, and the Andastes
ai
soon practically all the Indian tribes from tl
;

For a time the Hurons encamped in the vicinity of the Hot]
In the spring of 1651 they moved to the island of Orleai
Five years later their settlement was raided by Mohawks
The island
seventy-one were killed or taken prisoner.
abandoned and shelter sought in Quebec under the guns of F<
St Louis, and here they remained until 1668, when they remo
In the following year they were placed at Not
to Beauport.
Dame-de-Foy, about four miles from Quebec. In 1673 a
affording more land was given them on the St Charles rr
about nine miles from the fortress. Here at Old Lorette a ch«
was built for them and here they remained for twenty-four y<
In 1697 they moved to New Lorette— Jeune Lorette— in
seigneury of St Michel, and at this place, by the rapids of
St Charles, four or five hundred of this once numerous tribe
1

Dieu.

1

still

be found.

lun
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shores of Maine to the Mississippi and as far
south as the Carolinas were under tribute to
he Five Nations. Only the Algonquin tribes
)f Michigan and Wisconsin and the tribes of
;he far north had not suffered from these

bloodthirsty conquerors.

The Huron mission was ended. For a
uarter of a century the Jesuits had struggled
o build up a spiritual empire among the
eathen of North America, but, to all appearnces, they had struggled in vain.
In all
enty-five fathers had toiled in Huronia.
Of
ese, as we have seen, four had been murdered
y the Iroquois and one by an apostate Huron,
or was this the whole story of martyrdom,
ix years after the dispersion Leonard Garreau
as to die by an Iroquois bullet while journeyg up the Lake of Two Mountains on his
ay to the Algonquin missions of the west,
nother of the fathers, Rene Menard, while
llowing a party of Algonquins to the wilds
Wisconsin, lost his way in the forest and
rished from exposure or starvation
and
nne de Noue, Brebeuf’s earliest comrade in
uronia, in an effort to bring assistance to a
rty of French soldiers storm-bound on Lake
Peter, was frozen to death.
But misrtune did not cool the zeal of the Jesuits.
;
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Into the depths of the forest they went
wandering flocks, and raised the
by lake and stream as far west as
Mississippi and as far north as Hudson

their

Already they had found their
Long Houses of the Iroquois.

way

into

th

CHAPTER

VIII

THE IROQUOIS MISSION
Vhile labouring among the Hurons the
had their minds on the Iroquois. It

jesuits

they thought, within their sphere of
even to tame these human tigers. They
ill knew that such an attempt would involve
mgers vastly greater than those encountered
Huronia
but the greater the danger and

ras,

|uty

;

And yet for
time it seemed impossible to make a beginng of missionary work among the Iroquois.
ffering the greater the glory.

we have

seen, Champlain had made them
uncompromising enemies of the French,
hd since then all Frenchmen stood in con:ant peril of their lives from marauding bands
l ambush
near every settlement and along
e highways of travel.
Thus nearly twenty

I

>

fie

E ars

passed after the arrival of the Jesuits
for wining a way to the hearts of these ruthless

ji

!

Canada before an opening came

estroyers.
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came

at last, fraught with tragedy.
1636 to 1642 Father Isaac Jogues had
been engaged in missionary work in Huronia.
He was a man of saintly character, delicate,,
yet he had borne hardrefined, scholarly
ships among the Petuns enough to break the
It

From

;

I

spirit of

any man.

He had

toiled, too,

among

the Algonquin tribes, and at one time hadl
preached to a gathering of two thousand atl
In 1642 he was chosen to|
Sault Ste Marie.
bring much-needed supplies to Huroniadangerous task, as in that year large bodies
And ii
of Iroquois were on the war-path.
August he was ascending Lake St Peter witl
thirty-six Hurons and three Frenchmen ii
twelve canoes. His French companions werj
a labourer and two donn.es Rene Goupil, whol
having had some hospital experience, was go[
ing to Ste Marie as a surgeon, and GuillaumJ
Couture, a man of devotion, energy, an{
courage. The canoes bearing the party werl
threading the clustered islands at the westerf
end of Lake St Peter, and had reached a sp<
where the thickly wooded shores were almos
hidden from view by tall reeds that swayed i|
the summer wind, when suddenly out of tl
reeds darted a number of Iroquois warriors
canoes.
The surprise was complete
thr^

—

;

—

)IS

tin

;

ISAAC JOGUES
From an engraving by

S.

Hollyer
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the Hurons were killed on the spot, and
rogues, Goupil, and Couture, and twenty-two
iurons were taken prisoner. The raiders then
)lundered the canoes and set out southward,
At
ip the Richelieu, with their prisoners.
very stopping-place on the way Jogues and
finally,
he donnes were brutally tortured
1 the Mohawk country they were dragged
hrough the three chief towns of the nation,
eld up to ridicule, beaten with clubs, their
jngers broken or lopped off, and their bodies
urned with red-hot coals. Couture had
ain a Mohawk warrior during the attack on
ake St Peter but his courageous bearing
impressed the savages that one of them
iopted him in place of a dead relative, and
Goupil, after several
j thus escaped death.
onths among the Mohawks, was brutally
But Jogues’s life was providentiurdered.
ly preserved, and during nearly a year, a
ar of intense suffering, he went among his
rsecutors glorying in the opportunity of
eaching the Gospel under these hard cou-

)f

;

;

pons.
At length a fishing and trading party of
Dhawks took him to the Dutch settlement
Fort Orange (Albany). Already the Dutch
thorities had tried in vain to gain his

i
»
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release.

presence

wrath

They now took advantage of
among them, generously braving

of his tyrant masters,

to escape.
vessel and

He found

his

the

and aided him)
on a Dutc

shelter

finally succeeded in reachin
France. The story of his capture had arrive
before him, and his brothers in France wel
corned him as a saint and martyr, as on
miraculously snatched from the jaws of death]
But he had no thought of remaining to enjo
the cloistered quiet and peace of a college i
France back to the hardships and danger|
;

North America his unconquerable spir
demanded that he should go. According t|
the rules of the Church he could not ai
minister the sacraments with his mutilat
hands but, having obtained a special dispe
sation from the Pope, he once more fearless!
crossed the ocean, in search of the crown
martyrdom.
of

od'

;

The next missionary to reach the Iroqu
country was Father Joseph Bressani,
Italian priest who had been attracted to t
Canadian mission-field through reading t
Relations of the missionaries to Huronia.
April 27, 1644, with six Hurons and a Fre:
boy twelve years old, he set out from Th
Rivers.
It was thought that the Iroqu

iniid

tokel

mt

1

Fod
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vould not yet have reached the St Lawrence
of the year
but this was
,t this early time
error, as the sequel proved.
A party of
enty-seven warriors in ambush surprised
ressani and his fellow-travellers, slew several
Hurons, and carried the rest with
f the
ressani and the French boy to the Mohawk
wns. Bressani they put to torture even
ore severe than that which Jogues had
dured
not sparing the young lad, who
anfully faced his tormentors till death freed
m. Bressani escaped death only because
;

;

squaw adopted him but so mangled
burned and broken was his
aHody, that she deemed her slave of little value
nd sent him with her son to Fort Orange to
sold.
The Dutch acted generously paid
liberal ransom
and gave Bressani passage
a Dutch vessel, which landed him at La
ochelle on November 15, 1644.
But, like
Agues, his one thought was to return to New
and in the following year we find
ranee
m in Huronia, his mutilated hands, torn and
oken by the enemies of the Hurons, mute
old

;

ere his hands, so

itf

;

ss

;

;

C

(it

efficacious witnesses of his courage.

For a time the hopes of the Jesuits for a
Thlission among the Iroquois were damped by
But
qu e experiences of Jogues and Bressani.
red
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in 1645 an incident took place that opened th
for an attempt to carry the Gospel t

way

savage people. A band of Algonquin!
captured several Mohawks and brought the
The captives fully expected t
to Sillery.
be tortured and burned
but the Jesuits a

this

;

Quebec and the governor, Mentmagny, wer
desirous of winning the goodwill of th
Iroquois.
They persuaded the Algonquin
to free the prisoners, then treated the
kindly, and sent one of them home on th
understanding that he would try to mak
peace between his people and the Frenc
and their allies. On the advice of Guillaum
Couture, who was still among the Mohaw
and was much esteemed and trusted by the
the Mohawks sent ambassadors to Thre
Rivers to consult with the governor. T
the Mohaw!
result was a temporary peace
and early in t
agreed to bury the hatchet
following spring (1646) Montmagny decide
to send to them a special messenger who mig
make the peace permanent and set up amo
them a mission.
Isaac Jogues, having returned to Cana
after his brief rest in France, was no
His knowledge
stationed at Ville Marie.
the Mohawk language and character ma
;

;
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person to send as envoy
o the Mohawks, in the twofold capacity of

i%im the most

fitting

liplomat and missionary. At first, as his
ufferings rose before his mind, he shrank
om the task, but only for a moment. He
airould go fearlessly to these people, though
ey lived in his memory only by the tortures

ey had
inin

inflicted

arriving at the

eitevages friendly.

on him. He set out
and
Mohawk towns he found the
;

Everywhere the Mohawks

They listened attenvely to the message from the governor, and
ccepted the wampum belts and gifts which
Apparently the Mohawks were eager
bore.
To both Jogues
r the amity of the French.
iem|(hd Couture it seemed that at last the time
the Mission
as ripe for an Iroquois mission
c
Before saying farewell to the
the Martyrs.
ade

him welcome.

—

iwMohawks Jogues left with his hosts, as a
ledge that he would return, a locked box
jid by the end of June he was back in Quebec
He then
nigl b report the success of his journey.
:

;

id

i

redeem his pledge to the Mohawks.
Quebec towards the end of August,
nth a lay brother named Lalande and some
urons.
He had forebodings of death, for

moi^epared to
e left

anai

nc

Ige

mai

i

the eve of the journey he wrote to a friend
France: Ibo et non redibo I shall go and
,
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shall not return.

Arrived at the Richelieu
he was told by some friendly Indians that the
attitude of the Mohawksjiad changed.
They
were in arms, and were once more breathing
vengeance against the French and their allies,

At this Jogues’s Huron companions deserted
him, but he and Lalande pressed on to theii
The alarm was only too wel
destination.
founded. The Mohawks at once crowdec
His
round them, scowling and threatening. Thej
tof
stripped Jogues and his comrade of thei
clothing, beat them, and repeated the torture
will
which Jogues had suffered four years before
Lala
The innocent cause of this outbreak
Mohawk fury was the box which Jogues hac were
From this box, as th
left behind him.
ignorant savages thought, had come tb
was;
drought and a plague of grasshoppers, whicl
had destroyed the crops, and also the pes
work
which was now raging in the Mohawk towns
Some Huron captives among the Mohawk
no doubt to win favour with their masters
had maligned Jogues, proclaiming him
sorcerer who had previously brought disaste
to the Hurons, and had now come to destro
fere
the Mohawks. Undoubtedly, they declared
it was from the box that had come all the il*, ^
which had befallen them. Jogues proteste

tioi

Tei

years

een,

estro

fldia.

6
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innocence but as well might he have tried
They deto reason with a pack of wolves.
manded his death, and the inevitable blow
joon fell.
On the 18th of October, as he
at wounded and bruised and starving in a
igwam, a chief approached and bade him
ome to a feast. He knew what the invitaion meant
but he
it was a feast of death
almly rose, his spirit steeled for the worst,
is guide entered a wigwam and ordered him
follow
and, as he bent his head to enter,
savage concealed by the door cleft his skull
ith a tomahawk.
On the following day
alande shared a similar fate. Their heads
ere chopped off and placed on the palisades of
e town, and their bodies thrown into the
ohawk river. The Mission of the Martyrs
at an end for the time being.
Ten years were to pass before missionary
rk was renewed among the Iroquois—ten
ars of disaster to the Jesuits and to the
In these years, as we have already
lony.
n, the Hurons, Petuns, and Neutrals were
stroyed or scattered, and the French and
dian settlements along the St Lawrence
re continually in danger.
There was no
ety outside the fortified posts, and agriture and trade were at a standstill.
The

his

;

;

;

;

J.M.

G

;
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year 1653 was particularly disastrous
horde of Mohawks were abroad, hammerin
at the palisades of every settlement an
spreading terror even in the strongly guarde

towns

of

Ville

Marie,

Three

Rivers,

an

But light broke when all seeme
darkest.
The western Iroquois the Oneidasl
Onondagas, and Senecas were at war wit
the Eries. While thus engaged it seeme
to them good policy to make peace wit
the French, and they dispatched an embass;
Quebec.

—

to

Ville

—

Marie to open negotiations.

T

Mohawks, too, fearing that their wester;
kinsmen might gain some advantage ov
them, sent messengers to New France,
grand council was held at Quebec. But ev
while making peace the Iroquois were inte
on war. They desired nothing short of t
utter extermination of the Huron nation, a
viewed with jealousy the Huron settleme
under the wing of the French on the isla

Both Onondagas and Mohaw
of Orleans.
The p
plotted to destroy this community.
posed peace was merely a ruse to open a
to attack the Hurons in order to kill them
to adopt them into the Five Nations, whi
on account of losses in war, needed recruij
The Mohawks requested that the Hurons

licy

w

F
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the Onongas stipulated for a French colony in their
untry, in the hope that the Hurons would
attracted to such a settlement, and that
to the

villages

;

en both French and Hurons would be in
eir power.
The governor of New France,
w Jean de Lauzon, a weak old man who
ought more of the profits of the fur trade
[id of land-grants for himself and his family
an of the welfare of the colony, knew not
w to act. A negative answer he dared not
e
and he equally feared the effect of
efinite promise.
On the one hand was the
ainty that war would break out again in
its fury
on the other the equal certainty
;

;

which had befallen the Hurons
Huronia would almost inevitably overtake
e poor remnant of Christian Hurons whom
[was his duty to protect,
me (The
Jesuits, however, were anxious to
j>our among the Iroquois, and at their revest the governor adopted a temporizing
evil

at the fate

itei

{

tt

ai

,

islai

epi
afl

letn

wti:

id

Before giving a final reply it was
to send an ambassador to the
y-e Nations to spy out the land and confirm
k peace.
This dangerous task was assigned
the veteran missionary Father Simon Le
In the spring of 1654 Le Moyne
»yne.
licy.

emed wise

!
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Onondagas. His diplomacy an<
eloquence succeeded with them, but the Mo|V
hawks still continued their raids on the settlelr
ments. Nevertheless in 1655 the Mohaw!
again sent messengers to Quebec professin
friendship.
Le Moyne once more took u
the task of diplomat and journeyed to th|
Mohawk country in the hope of making
binding treaty with the fiercest and most i
veterate foes of New France.
In this sa
year a large deputation of Onondagas arriv
at Quebec.
They wished the French to t
immediate action and establish a mission a
colony in their midst. Once more th
sincerity seemed
doubtful
and Fat help
Chaumonot and Dablon were dispatched
Onondaga to ascertain the temper and d
position of the Indians there.
After spendi
the winter of 1655-56 in the country, wh
they had conferences in the great counc| wrei
house of the Five Nations with representati
'eat
of all the tribes, the two fathers believed t
the time was ripe for a mission. A coloilN
too, in their judgment, would be advisabll^i
it would serve at once as a centre of civil!
tion for the Iroquois and a barrier against tlpfre
Dutch and English of New York, who hithei|j ca nc
had monopolized the trade of the Iroqu
visited the

J

Hit

!boi

erci

1

;

THE IROQUOIS MISSION

ioi

the spring of 1656 Dablon returned to
uebec to advise the governor to accept the
rms of the Onondagas, while Chaumonot reained at Onondaga to watch over his new
ck both as missionary and as political
ent.

An

expedition, the entire expense of which
on the Jesuits, was at once fitted out. The
n major of Quebec, Zachary du Puys, took
litary command of the party, which conted of ten soldiers, thirty or forty white
ourers, four Jesuit fathers-— Menard, Le
two lay
jrcier,
Dablon, and Fremin
thers, and a number of Hurons, Senecas,
Onondagas. On the 17th of May the
nists left Quebec in two large boats and
lve canoes.
They began their journey
1

—

jh

forebodings as to their fate,

for

the

awks were once more haunting the St
ence.
Scarcely had Du Puys and his
passed out of sight of Quebec when they
The Mohawks, however, pree attacked.
ed that they had supposed the party to
Hurons, expressed regret for the attack,
allowed the expedition to proceed. At
treal the boats were discarded in favour
anoes for the difficult navigation of the
er St Lawrence.
Save for Le Moyne,
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Chaumonot, and Dablon, these

colonists

wen

whites to ascend the St Lawrenc
between Montreal and Lake Ontario
th
first to toil up against the current of thosi
swift waters and to portage past the turbulen
rapids
the first to view the varied beauty o
the lordly river, its broad stretches of sparklini
blue waters, its fairyland mazes of island
the

first

;

;

and

its great forests rising everywhere fro
the shore to the horizon. At length the
reached Lake Ontario and skirted its souther;
shore until they entered the Oswego rive

Ascending this river they were met by Cha
monot and an Onondaga delegation. 0
Lake Onondaga the canoes formed four abrea
behind the canoe of the leader, from whi
streamed a white silk flag with the na:
Jesus woven on it in letters of gold. The
with measured stroke of paddle and song
praise, the flotilla swept ashore to the si]
which Chaumonot had chosen for the hea
quarters of the colony.
Here, from the cr<
of a low hill, commanding a beautiful vi
of one of the most picturesque of inland lak
they cleared the trees and erected a co
modious and substantial house, with smal 0
buildings about it, all enclosed in the us apti
o

palisade.

;
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Jesuits announced that they had come

The

not as traders but as messengers of God,’
and they began work under
seeking no profit
most favourable conditions. Owing to Chaupionot’s exertions the Onondagas seemed
genuinely friendly. The fathers, too, found
'n every village many adopted Hurons, from
heir old missions in Huronia, who still proIndeed, one whole village
iessed Christianity.
was composed largely of Hurons and Petuns.
The mission was not confined to the Ononijlagas
the Cayugas, Senecas, and Oneidas
vere included
and the new field seemed
ich in promise.
But it soon became evident that the
Lckle Iroquois were not to be trusted.
The
lohawks continued their raids on the Hurons
*

K

;

;

Quebec and carried off captives from under
Learning of
he very walls of Fort St Louis.
jiis,
the Onondagas sent an expedition to
Quebec to demand that some Hurons should
e given to them also, and the weak adminisrator of the colony, Charles de Lauzoniharny, being too cowardly to resist, cornjlied with this demand.
On the way back
Onondaga the Indians slew some of the
iptives.
On arriving at home they tortured
id burned others, among them women and

it
lg

he;

a
vi

lak

el

m
us

!>
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helpless children.

The

colonists at

Onondaga

frequently witnessed such scenes, but they
were powerless to interfere. Presently they
learned that it was with evil intentions that
they had been invited to Onondaga. A
statement made to one of the missionaries by
a dying convert served only to confirm the
rumour already current, namely, that the
death of the colonists had been decreed from
the first, and that the Jesuits were to meet
the fate which had befallen Jogues and their
brothers in Huronia.
Prompt action was necessary. Orders were]
sent to the missionaries in the outlying points!
to return to headquarters, and towards thel
end of March the colonists, fifty-three in all,[
were behind the palisades of their houses 01
Lake Onondaga. But they had slight chance
of escape, for they had not canoes enough t(
carry more than half the party. Moreover,]
j

they were closely watched

:

Onondaga warriors

had pitched their wigwams about the palisades
and several had stationed themselves immedij
The greatest neec
ately in front of the gate.
of the French, however, being adequate meand
of transportation, they addressed themselve|
In the principal dwelling
to this problem.
was a large garret, and here they built twi
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trong boats, each capable of bearng fifteen
But the difficulty still remained of
aen.
etting these boats to the lake without the
nowledge of the savages.
Among the colonists was a young man,
ierre Esprit Radisson, who three years before
d been a prisoner among the Iroquois and
ho was afterwards to figure prominently in
He
e history of the Canadian wilderness.
and on
as unscrupulous but resourceful
is occasion his talents came into good use.
e knew the Indians well and he knew that
ey could not resist a feast, especially a feast
;

a semi-religious character.

young man

He persuaded

of the mission to feign illness

d to invite the Onondagas to. aid in his cure
attending a festin d manger tout a feast
To sanction
ere everything must be eaten.
is no doubt went much against the grain
the Jesuits, who had been upbraiding the

—

dians for their superstition and gluttony
t in this case the end seemed assuredly to
The Onondagas attended
tify the means.
banquet. In huge iron pots slung over fires
side the gate of the palisades the French
led an immense quantity of venison, game,
and corn. They had brought with them
the colony a number of hogs, and these
;

,
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they slew to add to the feast. The Indians
squatted about the kettles, from which the
soldiers, employees, and fathers ladled the
as fast as a warrior’s dish was emptiec
food
it was refilled
and when a reveller signifiee
that he had eaten enough, the pretended in am
Would you have me die ?
valid cried out
and once more the gorged Onondaga fell to no
To add to the entertainment, some of th son
Frenchmen, who had brought violins to th
wilderness, fiddled with might and main.
A riw
length the gluttony began to take the desire
one after another the Onondaga sai
effect :
dropped to sleep to the soothing music of th
violins.
Then, when brute slumber had seale
the eyes of all, the colonists roused themselve nan
for flight.
Some one, probably Radisson, su^ upp
gested that they were fifty-three wide-awak nadi
Frenchmen to one hundred sleeping savage
and that it would be easy to brain the apid
but the Jesuits woul nth
enemies as they slept
not sanction such a course. The Frenchme Foi
threw open the gate, and carried the boa Mia
from the garret to the lakeside. They put i
effigies of soldiers at conspicuous points with inch
the enclosure, barred and locked the gate, ar nent
launched the vessels. They had swept aero omp
the lake and were well down the Oswego befo ad b

fa

ne,

;

nei

;

:

‘

tha

susj

furj

>oa1

felii

Iter

;

)urin

;
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day had dawned and the Indians had awakened
rom their heavy slumber.
When the Onondagas recovered consciousess they were surprised at the deathlike stilless.
They peered through the palisades
nd, seeing the effigies of the soldiers, believed
hat their intended victims were within. But
o sounds except the clucking and crowing of

me

fowls

fell

on

their ears.

They became

spicious and hammered at the gate
and,
hen there was no answer, broke it down in
;

only to find the place deserted. An
animation of the shore showed that heavy
oats had been launched a few hours before,
elieving that the powerful God of the white
an was in league with the colonists, and had
pplied them with these boats, the savages
ade no attempt to follow the fugitives, who,
ry,

ter sustaining the loss of three

men

in the

pids of the St Lawrence, reached Quebec
the 23rd of April.
For another decade no further effort was to
made to civilize and christianize the Iroquois,
uring this period, however, a radical and
uch-needed change took place in the governent of New France.
Hitherto chartered

mpanies had been in control, and their aim
d been trade, not colonization. Until 1663
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Canada remained a trading station and
mission rather than a true colony. But in
this year the king, Louis XIV, cancelled the
charter of the Hundred Associates, proclaimed
the colony under royal government, and sent
out strong men from the motherland to govern
the country.
It was not long before the Iroquois began to
feel the resistance of new forces in the settleh
ments along the St Lawrence and in 1665
when a strong regiment of veterans, the
Carignan-Salieres, under the Marquis de Tracy
Om
landed in New France, the Iroquois who had
twe
been smiting the settlements slunk away
to their fortified towns.
In January 1666
oft
Courcelle, the governor, invaded the Mohawk
country
and though his expedition was a
failure, it served as a warning to the Five
Nations.
In May Senecas and Mohawks came

liv

;

the

list

Jiis

:roc

;

'estl

J

They assumed
to Quebec to treat for peace.
their ancient haughty air
but Tracy was in
no mood for this. He sentenced to death
Mohawk who had the boldness to boast 0:

p

having tomahawked a Frenchman, and dis
missed the ambassadors with angry words

couni

;

The

tin

ver,

avaj

Indians, discomfited, returned to thei
strongholds. At their heels followed Traq
and Courcelle with thirteen hundred men
>nv,
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of this army the Mohawks
deserted their villages and escaped death.
But the French set fire to the villages and
desolated the Mohawk country.
In the spring of 1667 the Mohawks came
to Quebec humbly begging that missionaries,
blacksmiths, and surgeons should be sent to
The other tribes of the Five
ive among them.
Once more
Nations followed their example.
he Jesuits went to the Iroquois and estabished missions among the Mohawks, the
For
neidas, the Onondagas, and Senecas.
yenty years the devoted fathers laboured in
is hard field.
During the administrations
f the governors Courcelle and Frontenac the
oquois remained peaceable, but they became
stless after the removal of Frontenac in
82.
The succeeding governors, La Barre
d Denonville, proved weak rulers, and the
ohawks began once more to send war-parties
ainst the settlements.
At length, in 1687,
pen war broke out. The missionaries, hower, had been withdrawn from the Iroquois
untry, just in time to escape the fury of the

At the approach

E

.vages.

Not
e

among
They made numerous
and persuaded many of them to

in vain did the Jesuits labour

Five

nverts,

Nations.

no
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move

to Canada.
Communities of Christian
Iroquois and Hurons who had been adopted
by the Five Nations settled near the Bay
of Quinte, at La Montague on the island of
Montreal, and at Caughnawaga by the rapids
of Lachine.
The large settlements of praying Indians still living at Caughnawaga anc
at St Regis, near Cornwall, are descendants oi
these Indians.
*

’

luro:

CHAPTER IX
THE MISSION OF VILLE MARIE
0

faiLE the Jesuits carried the Cross to the
the Algonquins, and the Iroquois,
:her crusaders, equally noble and courageis, planted it on the spot where now stands
The
e foremost city of the Dominion.
ttlement of the large and fertile island at
e confluence of the Ottawa and the St
iwrence had a motive all its own. Quebec
and so with
is founded primarily for trade
tactically all other settlements which have
)wn into great centres of population. But
mtreal was originally intended solely for a
Its founders had no thought
ssion station.
trade
indeed, they were prohibited from
iling in furs, then the chief marketable
)duct of the colony.
We have seen that the men and women who
;nded the Sillery mission, and the Hotelku and the Ursuline convent at Quebec,
eived their inspiration from the Relations

[urons,

!

;

;

in
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So likewise did the founders
on the island of Montreal
Jerome le Royer de la Dauversiere of
Fleche in Anjou, a receiver of taxes, and Abbe
Jean Jacques Olier of Paris, were the prime
movers in the undertaking. Each indepen
dently of the other had conceived the idea o
establishing on the island of Hochelaga
mission for the conversion of the heathen ir
Canada. Meeting by accident at the Chateai
of Meudon near Paris, they planned thei
enterprise, and decided to found a colony o
devotees, composed of an order of priests, ai
order of sisters to care for the sick and infirm
and an order of nuns for the teaching of youn
Indians and the children of settlers at the mis
sion. These two enthusiasts went to work in
of the Jesuits.

of the settlement

quite practical

way

to realize their ambitior

They succeeded in interesting the Baron
Fancamp and three other wealthy gentlemer
and soon had a

sum—about

$75,000

—ampl

for the establishment of the colony.

Whi

they were busy at this work, Mademoisel
Jeanne Mance, a courageous and devoi
woman, was moved by one of Father
Jeune’s Relations to devote her life to the cai
of the

New

wounded and

France

;

suffering in the wilds

and the projected colony
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the island of Montreal offered an opportunity
Madame de
for the fulfilment of her desire.
Bullion, a rich and very charitable woman,
had agreed to aid Olier and Dauversiere by
endowing a hospital in the colony, and Jeanne
Mance offered her services as nurse and
housekeeper. A leader was needed, a man of
soldierly training and pious life
and in Paul
de Chomedy, Sieur de Maisonneuve, a veteran
f the wars in Holland, the ideal man was
ound. No attempt was made at this time
o secure teachers; there would be at first
neither white nor red children to teach, for
here were no Indians living on the island of
ontreal, and the colonists would not at first
pring their families to this wilderness post,
he funds collected and the leader found, the
ext step was to get permission from the
hundred Associates to settle on the island
Ind here was a difficulty. The Associates
ad been liberal in land-grants to their own
hembers and Jean de Lauzon, the president,
ad received for himself large concessions,
imong them the entire island of Montreal,
owever, he was persuaded, probably for a
nsideration, to part with a grant that
jrought him no return, and which he could
isit only at the risk of his scalp.
Olier and
;

;

;

j.m.

H

H4
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Dauversiere and their associates secured thi
and Maisonneuve was appointed governor of the new colony.
The Jesuits had played an important pai
It was their Relation
in this undertaking.
that had given the impulse, and the promoters
of the colony had the able assistance of Fathei
Charles Lalemant, whom we have already mej
as the first superior of the Jesuit order in Ne'
France. It was he who persuaded Jean d|
Lauzon to consent to surrender his grant, am
it was to him that Maisonneuve first cam|
to seek advice as to how he could best co:
secrate his sword to the Church in Canada
And it was largely on Lalemant’s recommend;
tion that Maisonneuve received his appoini
ment as leader of the colonists and govei
nor of the colony. To Lalemant, too, cai
Jeanne Mance when she first heard the cle;
call to the new mission.
The promoters of the Society of Our Lai
now set to work to collect r|
of Montreal
cruits for the mission, provide supplies,
prepare vessels to transport the colonists
New France. All was ready about the mid<
of June 1641, and, while Dauversiere, Olii
and Fancamp remained in France to look aft|
the interests of the colony there, Maisonneu
land,

‘

’

1
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and Jeanne Mance, with three other women
and about fifty men, set sail and arrived in
Quebec before the end of August. Here they
did not find the enthusiastic welcome which
they expected. Maisonneuve had come with a
special commission as governor of Montreal,
and was coldly received by Montmagny, who
was jealous of him, and who moreover believed, no doubt rightly, that a divided
authority would not be in the best interests
The Jesuits at
of struggling New France.

ad

nn eu

Quebec tried to persuade Maisonneuve to
abandon his enterprise. There were, they
said, no inhabitants on the island of Montreal,
lit was
in the direct route of the Mohawks,
who annually haunted the Ottawa and St
awrence, and swift destruction would surely
But Maisonneuve
e the fate of the colony.
ould not be moved from his fixed purpose
if every tree
e would go to Montreal even
n that island were to be changed to an
;

*

roquois.’

Accompanied by Father Vimont, the suthe Jesuits, and Governor Montny, Maisonneuve went up the river, and
00k formal possession of the island on the
erior of

5th of October in the name of the Society
Our Lady of Montreal/ The colonists
‘

>f

li6
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spent the winter at St Michel, near Sillery
for there was no room for the Montrealers in
the buildings at Quebec. On May 8, 1642
Maisonneuve led his company -in a pinnace, a
barge, and two row-boats to the site of the by
new colony. Here, too, were Father Vimont
and Madame de la Peltrie, who for the nonce Wi
had deserted her Ursulines to accompany |Mo
Jeanne Mance to a field that offered greater
excitement and danger. On the 18th of May
at a spot where tall warehouses now abound
and where the varied roar of the traffic of c
great city never ceases, they set up an altar
and Father Vimont consecrated the islanc
In the course of his sermon h
mission.
uttered the prophetic words : ‘You are
grain of mustard seed that shall rise and grovlsonu
Y01
till its branches overshadow the earth.
are few, but your work is the work of God Bu
His smile is upon you and your children sha quins
the land.’ The city of Montreal, th Mont
fill
throbbing heart of the business life of Canads mean
with its half-million and more inhabitant ibout
and its magnificent charitable, religious, an
educational institutions, is the fulfilment c he
his words.
But the beginnings were feeble and dis iopui
heartening. A few houses, flanked by

—

—

lien

labc

frien

ivoul

ifarie

ii

»ften

ifteei

;
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windmill and fort, and connected by a footpath where now runs St Paul Street, represented the beginnings of Montreal-— or Ville
Marie, as the settlement had been christened
by the Society in Pads.
The Iroquois soon learned of Ville Marie.
Within a few months a scalping party of
ohawks paid it a visit, and killed several

orkmen and wounded others. The wounded
ecame the care of Jeanne Mance, who never
enceforth lacked patients.
Between the
abourers injured by accident in the forest
nd the wounded from Iroquois fights, the
entle-handed nurse and her assistants were
ept always busy. Many of her patients were
riendly Indians who had suffered in the raids
ometimes even a sorely smitten Iroquois
ould be borne to the rude hospital.
But the mission did not grow. The Algonuins and Hurons viewed the island of
ontreal as too exposed for a permanent
campment, for the Iroquois ever hovered
bout it. At no season of the year was Ville
arie immune from attack
night and day
e inhabitants had to be on the alert
and
|ften the cry
The Iroquois
sent the entire
pulation to the shelter of the fort.
For
teen years there was little change in the
;

;

‘

!

’
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same
But
Maisonneuve and Jeanne Mance hoped on,
confident that Ville Marie was destined to
population, and year after year the
dangers and hardships faced the people.

have a glorious
Bourgeoys, a

future.

woman

In 1653 Marguerite

of great force of char-

open a school.
Finding no white pupils, she gathered about
her a few red children, and made her schoolroom in a stable assigned to her by Maisonneuve. Presently more pupils came, and
among them some white children. In 1658
she returned to France to secure assistants,
and when, in the following year, she resumed
her labours at Ville Marie, it was as the head]
Congregation of the Sisters of Notn
of the
Dame,’ an organization that has so greath
developed as to make its influence felt, not onh
in Canada, but in the United States as well.
Meanwhile, in 1642, Abbe Olier had founde<
the Seminary of St Sulpice in Paris
an<
during the intervening years had been assiduously training missionaries to take over th<
acter, arrived in the colony to

‘

;

spiritual

founding

control

the

Le Moyne, and

of

Marie.
Since it!
Poncet, Du Peronj

Ville

Jesuits
Pi j art,

who had been

in the difficult school of the

and Le Jeune and

Druillettes,

Huron
had

trainee

mission]
ministeree

Iroqi

;tai

"
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But in August 1657 the
to the inhabitants.
Sulpician priests Gabriel de Queylus, Gabriel
Souart, and Dominic Galinier arrived at Ville
Marie, and the Jesuits immediately surrendered the parish to them. Henceforth Ville
1

^

Marie was to be the peculiar care of the Sulpicians, giving them for many years enough
The Iroquois
bf both difficulty and danger.
Never a month passed
peril did not abate.
3ut the alarm-bell rang out to warn the settlers
hat the savages were at hand. Even the
priests went about their duties with sword at
and two of them, Vignal and Le Maitre,
;ide
Only the courage,
ell beneath the tomahawk.
;

and

foresight of Maisonneuve
as Sergeant-Major Lambert
losse, who gave his life for the colony, saved
ille Marie from utter destruction.
And as
ears went on the Iroquois grew bolder,
aving scattered the Hurons and the Algonuins, they now threatened every tradingost and mission station in Canada.

eail||yatchfulness,

nd

of such

men

In 1660 the climax came.

Early in the

ring of that year the harassed mission at
Marie learned that several hundred
ille
oquois, who had wintered on the upper
ssion|fttawa, were coming down, and that another
rde, approaching by way of the Richelieu,
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It was the
join forces with them.
purpose of the savages to destroy Ville Marie
and Three Rivers and Quebec, and to wipe
out the French on the St Lawrence for good

would

and

all.

There was at this time in Ville Marie a

young soldier named Adam Daulac, or Dollard,
Sieur des Ormeaux, twenty-five years old.
He believed that the best defence was attack,
and boldly proposed to ascend the Ottawa,
with a band of sixteen volunteers, and waylay the Iroquois coming from the north-west.
And so the gallant young men bade farewell
In two large
to their friends and set out.
canoes they paddled up the Ottawa, past the
swift waters at Ste Anne, through the smooth
stretch of the Lake of the Two Mountains, up
the fierce current at Carillon, and then on to
Here they!
the rapids of the Long Sault.
this was a fitting place for battle.l
paused
The Iroquois would never expect to find al
handful of Frenchmen here, and they could be[
;

surprised as they raced down the rapids.
Oi
a level stretch near the foot of the Sault then
was a rude fort ready at hand, a palisadet
structure which had served during the previous
autumn as a shelter for an Algonquin warThe French drew the canoes up 01
party.
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and stored the provisions and
Then all save the
in the fort.
watchful sentinels lay down for a much-needed
rest.
On the following day Daulac’s band
was reinforced by four Algonquins and forty
Hurons, the Hurons led by the chief Annaotaha, an inveterate foe of the Iroquois, who
ad on more than one occasion taken terrible
evenge on the enemies of his people. Daulac,
ow in command of sixty men, confidently
waited the Iroquois. In the meantime axe
nd saw and shovel were plied to erect a
econd row of palisades and to fill the space
between with earth to the height of a man’s
preast.
Scouts went out and discovered the
ncampment of the Iroquois, and at last
>rought the news that two canoes were
the

shore,

ammunition

Daulac hurriedly placed
funning the rapids.
several of his best marksmen in ambush at a
tlffpot where the Iroquois were likely to land.
he musketeers, however, in their excitement,
btiid not kill all the canoemen.
Two of the
and sped back through the
On roquois escaped
I

warn their countrymen, and soon
hundred canoes came leaping down the
urbulent waters.
For a moment Daulac
his
men
watched
the advancing savages,
hd
0
of 'hen they dashed into the fort to prepare for
Orest to

icn

del

ion

j

I
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the fight. Against their defences rushed the
J
Iroquois. Again and again the defenders drove I
them back with great loss. And for a week the [I
heroic band, living on short rations of crushed |jp
corn and water from a well they had dugHp
within the fort, kept the assailants at bay.ll
During this time the Iroquois received largelL
reinforcements, but to no avail. At lengthily
|

|i

they made shields of

split logs heavy enough!
and presently the bewilderedjL
the fort saw a wooden walfl

to resist bullets

defenders of

;

;

advancing against them.

They

fired

rapidJL
shieldiL

despairing volleys
a few of the
bearers fell, but their places were quickltfL
filled from those in the rear.
At the foot oiL
the palisades the Iroquois cast aside thJLjj
shields, and, hatchet in hand, hacked aiHabj
opening. The end had come. The Iroquoi|lear
breached the wall. But Daulac and his mejlTe
stood to the last, brandishing knife and axelLj,
while with fierce war-cries the IroquoilLj]
bounded into the fort and when the soundlL
of battle ceased there remained only threlLtj
Frenchmen, living but mortally wounded, o|I
whom the savages could glut their vengeance|| ane
The Iroquois had won, but they had r
;

.

;

]

a

1

The

story of the fight

was brought

to Montreal

Hurons who deserted Daulac’s party and escaped.

by

soi

ipj (
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stomach for raiding the settlements. If seventeen Frenchmen, assisted by a few Indians,
could keep their hosts at bay for a week, it
would be useless to attack strongly fortified
posts.
And so Daulac and his men at this
Canadian Thermopylae had really turned
side the tide of war from New France.
The
ettlements were saved, and for a time traders
nd missionaries journeyed along the St
awrence and the Ottawa unmolested.
In 1663, when Louis XIV took New France
’

f

nder his wing, the surviving members of the
Our Lady of Montreal made

riginal Society of

ver the island to the Sulpicians, who assumed
e liabilities of the Society, and took up the
sk of looking after the education of the inabitants and the care of the sick.
Four
ars later the Seminary of St Sulpice was
iven judicial rights in the mission of Ville
[arie.
In 1668 five more Sulpicians came
the colony, among them Rene de Galinee
unc id
Dollier de Casson, who were to win disthu action as missionaries and explorers.
Many
jilpician missions pushed out from Ville
nee arie,
along the upper St Lawrence and the
>rth shore of Lake Ontario.
d
At the beginning of the eighteenth century
e complexion of Ville Marie, then generally
c

,

1

:24
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had somewhat changed. The
who had returned to
New France in 1670, and the Sulpicians all
laboured there.
Moreover, from a mere)
mission station it had become an important
trading centre
and as such it was to con-1
tinue.
In position it was well adapted foi
the fur trade, and after the British tool
possession in 1760 it became the emporium

called Montreal,

Jesuits, the Recollets,

I

;

of a great traffic in the fur-fields of the nort]

But its glorious days are those oi
infancy, the days of Maisonneuve an(
Daulac, of Jeanne Mance and Margueritt
Bourgeoys, of Rene de Galinee and Dollier d*
Casson.

and west.
its

CHAPTER X
THE MISSIONARY EXPLORERS

The

establishment of royal government in
1663 gave new life to the missions of Canada,
and the missionaries pressed forward with unThey penetrated to the reflagging zeal.
motest known tribes and blazed fresh trails
for traders and settlers in the western and
northern wildernesses. We have not space
ere to tell the story of these pathfinders, but
few examples may be given. In 1665
ather Claude Allouez went to Lake Superior
[:o begin a sojourn of twenty-five years among
he Indians in the region which now forms
art of the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, and
In 1 666 Father Gabriel Druilj/Iinnesota.
pttes,
the patriarch of the Abnaki mission,
ho had already borne the Cross to the Crees
the north, began his labours among the
lgonquins of Georgian Bay and Lake
In 1669 and 1670 the Sulpicians
perior.
jollier de Casson and Rene de Galinee exored and charted Lake Erie and the waters
‘

’
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between it and Lake Huron. In 1670 Father
Claude Dablon, superior of the western

w

missions, joined Father Allouez at the missior
of St Frangois-Xavier on Green Bay ; and
among the Winnebagoes of this region and the dc
Mascoutens and Miamis between the riven
Fox and Wisconsin, he learned of the famous m
In 1672 Fathei
river called the Mississippi.’
Charles Albanel toiled from the Saguenay t<
Hudson Bay, partly as missionary, but chiefh of
to lay claim to the country for New France sho
and to watch the operations of the newl; mo

ci

yi

te.

‘

he;

sui

founded Hudson’s Bay Company.
It was the 25th of May 1670 when Galine
and Casson arrived at Sault Ste Marie, afte
an arduous canoe journey from their winter
ing camp on Lake Erie, near the site of th
present town of Port Dover. At the Sau
they found a thriving mission. It had
capacious chapel and a comfortable dwelling
it was surrounded by a palisade
house
cedars, and about it were cultivated bits
ground planted with wheat, Indian corn, pea
;

<

<

mai

this

Iroc

men

3ui
ion

t

ca

ind

hese

ndf

incei

and pumpkins. Near by were clusters of bar
wigwams, the homes of Ojibwas and oth<
Indians, who came here each year to catch tl
whitefish that teemed in the waters of tl

ledit

rapids fronting the settlement.

le Si

le hi

orde

igtc
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when the Sulpicians halted
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of this mission,

at

on

it

their

was the

circuitous journey back to Montreal,

Jesuit Jacques Marquette, a man of
delicate mould, indomitable will, keen in-

young

He was not to reMarie
for he had
ird
the call of the west
and in the
timer of this year he set out for the mission
St Esprit, at La Pointe, on the south-west
re of Lake Superior.
Here there was a
and ardent

tellect,

faith.

in long at Sault Ste
‘

;

’

;

tley

collection

of

Indians,

among them

ny Hurons and Petuns, who had

fled to

remote post to be out of reach of the
These exiles from Huronia still requois.
mbered the Jesuits and retained a little
ristianity.’
St Esprit was not only a mis3

‘

1

;

it

was a centre

of the fur trade,

and to

:ame Illinois Indians from the Mississippi
1 Sioux from the western prairies.
From
se Marquette learned of the great river,
I from their description of it he was conced that it flowed into the Gulf of California,
had a burning desire to visit the savage
des that dwelt along this river, and a longto explore it to its mouth.
But while he
ditated the journey war broke out between
Sioux—the Iroquois of the west and the
!

—
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Huroqs and Ottawas of St Esprit. The Sioin
won, and the vanquished Hurons and Ottawa^
took to flight, the Hurons going to MichiliJ
mackinac and the Ottawas to Great Manitoulii
Island.
Marquette followed the Hurons, anc
set up a mission at Point St Ignace, on thj
north shore of the strait of Michilimackinac.
Meanwhile
the great intendant,’ Taloi
was pushing out in all directions for nei
territory to add to the French dominions i|
America. And just before the end of hf
brilliant administration he commissioned tl
explorer Louis Jolliet to find and explore tl
Mississippi, of which so much had been heai
*

from missionaries, traders, and Indians. Lil
Marquette, Talon believed that this rivf
flowed into the Western Sea the Pacif
ocean and that it would open a route
China and the Indies and it was directed thj
Marquette should accompany Jolliet on tf

—

—

;

journey.
Jolliet left

Montreal in the autumn of

16]

and reached Michilimackinac, where he
to spend the winter with Marquette, just
the ice was forming on lake and river,
he drew up his canoe in front of the palisat
mission at Point St Ignace, Marquette fl
that his ambitions were about to be realizf

a
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He was

disappointed in his flock of Algonquins
and the feeble remnant of Hurons, and he
hoped to gather about him on the Great Plains
of whose vegetation and game he had heard
t

—

marvellous accounts

—a multitude

of Indians

would welcome his Gospel message.
jPablon and Allouez had already touched the
Outskirts of this country, and their success
vas an earnest of great things in store,
The winter passed slowly for Marquette
rout at length, on May 17, 1673, the explorer
ivho

;

j

—

md

the missionary with five assistants
band to risk a plunge into the unknown
—launched their canoes and headed westward.
The explorers first shaped their course
long the northern shore of Lake Michigan,
hen steered south-west until they reached
he mouth of the Menominee river, flowing

eeble

!

ito

Green Bay.

Here they rested

for

a brief

among friendly Menominees, who tried
persuade them to give up their venture.

eriod
3

Iccording to the Menominees, the banks of
le Mississippi were infested by savage tribes
fho tortured and slew all intruders into their
bmains. As this did not seem sufficient to
iscourage Jolliet and Marquette, they added
lat demons haunted the land bordering the
ver and monsters the river itself, and that,
i

j.m

1
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if they escaped savages, demons, an
monsters, they would perish from the excessiv
heat of the country
Both Jolliet and Marquette had heard such stories from Indian
before.
Pressing on to the south end of Greer
Bay, they entered the Fox river and ascendec
it until they reached Lake Winnebago.
Afte:
crossing this lake they continued westwarc
up the extension of the Fox. They were nov
in the land of the Mascoutens and Miamis

even

The country teemed with

life

;

birds

11

fillec

the air with whirr of wing and with song
a
the voyagers paddled ever westward dee
and elk came from their forest lairs to gaz
with wondering eyes at these unfamiliar in
truders on their haunts. The Mascouten
were friendly, and supplied the travellers wit J hos
bison flesh and venison, and with guides t
direct them over the watershed to the Wis
consin.
They carried the canoes over a fores and
;

and launched them on this river an
then with exulting hearts swept forward o
the last stage of their journey to the Missis
sippi.
At length, on the 17th of June, the
reached the great river and landed at th
place where now stands Prairie du Chier
They had the feeling of conquerors, but
conquerors whose greatest battle has yet t
trail,

;

arm

and

1

while
there

i

Jolliet

so far

te
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be fought. Out of the far north came this
mysterious river
but whither did it go ?
Did these waters sweep onward till they lost
themselves in the Pacific, or did they pour
into some southern bay of the Atlantic ?
Such were the questions that agitated the
minds of these first of Frenchmen to gaze on
the Father of Waters/ 1 questions that were
not to be laid at rest until La Salle, nine years
later, toiled down the river and from its
mouth viewed the wide expanse of the Gulf
;

‘

I

of Mexico.

After a brief rest the party launched their
canoes and for over a week drifted downward
with the current, anchoring their canoes in
mid-stream at night for fear of an attack by
hostile Indians.
But during this time they
saw no human beings the only living things
that caught their eyes as they sped past forest
find plain were the deer browsing along the
banks, the birds circling overhead, and immense herds of buffalo moving like huge
At length they
jarmies over the grassy slopes.
;

1
It is thought possible that in 1658-59 Pierre Esprit Radisson
and Medard Chouart des Groseilliers crossed the Mississippi
vhile hunting furs in the country west of Lake Superior; but
here is an element of doubt as to this. Save for the Spaniards,
folliet and Marquette were the first white men on the Mississippi,
so far as known.

i
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reached a village of friendly Illinois, and here
they were feasted on fish, dog, and buffalo
meat, and spent the balmy midsummer night
While
in the open, sleeping on buffalo robes.
at this village, Marquette, who had a rare gift
of tongues, addressed the Illinois in Algonquin,
and thus preached the Gospel for the first time
Here their
to the Indians of the Mississippi.
hosts warned them of the dangers they were
going to—death from savages or demons
awaited them in the south— and presented
them with a calumet as a passport to protect
them against the tribes below.
After leaving this village the explorers camej
upon a hideous monster, a huge fish, tb
appearance of which almost made them credit
the stories of the Indians. According to
Marquette
His head was like that of
tiger, his nose was sharp, and somewhat resembled a wildcat
his beard was long, hi:
ears stood upright, the colour of his head was
grey, and his neck black.
Onward swept the
explorers past the mouth of the Illinois. A
few miles above the present city of Alton
they paused to gaze on some high rocks on
which fabulous creatures were pictured
They are, wrote Marquette in his narrative
4
as large as a calf, with head and horns like
4

M;

th<

5

4

:

;

5

*

5

he

i
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beard like a tiger’s,
and a face like a man’s. Their tails are so
long that they pass over their heads and between their forelegs, under the belly, and ending like a fish’s tail. They are painted red,
The Indians of the Missisgreen, and black.’
sippi were certainly not without imagination
and possessed some artistic skill. No doubt

a goat

;

their eyes red

;

was these pictured rocks that had originated
the Menominees and Illinois the stories
of the demons with which they had regaled
Marquette and Jolliet.
While the voyagers were still discussing
the pictured rocks, their canoes began to toss
and heave on rushing waters, and they found
themselves in the midst of plunging logs and
tumbling trees. They were at the mouth of
the Missouri. As they threaded their way
it

among

past this dangerous point, Marquette resolved
that he would one day ascend this river that
he might preach the Gospel to all the peoples
of this New World who have so long grovelled
in the darkness of infidelity.’
Onward still into the unknown ! At the
outh of the Ohio then called by the Inians the Ouabouskigon 3 -they drew up their
‘

th

—

1

—

This word, as well as the word Ohio, or O-he-ho, means The
*

itiful.’

*34
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canoes to rest and then advanced
farther south to an Illinois village.

a

little

The inhabitants of this village wore European clothing and had beads, knives, and hatchets,
obtained no doubt from the Spaniards. The
Indians told the explorers that the mouth of
the river was distant only a ten-days’ journey,
whereas it was in reality a thousand miles
away. But with increased hope the Frenchmen once more launched their canoes and went
on until they came to the mouth of the
Arkansas. Here they met with the first
demonstration. Indians, with bows|
bent and war-clubs raised, threatened debut)
struction to these unknown whites
Marquette, calm, courageous, and confident,
stood up in the bow of his canoe and held aloft
the calumet the Illinois had given him. Thel
passport was respected and the elders of thej
village, which was close at hand, invited th<
voyagers ashore and feasted them with sagamite and fish. Leaving this village, the;
hostile

;

pressed southward twenty odd miles to another Arkansas village. The attitude of th<
Indians here alarmed them, and this, with th<
apprehension that the mouth of the Mississippi

was much

farther away than they had beei
led to believe, decided them to return.

Oi
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Jolliet and Marquette were now satisfied
with what they had achieved. The southward trend of the river proved conclusively
that it could not fall into the Gulf of California,
0
and, as they were in latitude 33 41', the river
could not empty into the Atlantic in Virginia.

1

It must therefore join the sea either on the
coast of Florida or in the Gulf of Mexico.
Moreover, to proceed farther would but add
weary miles to the difficult return journey.
But the chief reason for turning back is best

|given in Marquette’s

own words

:

We considered that the advantage of our
would be altogether lost to our
nation if we fell into the hands of the
Spaniards, from whom we could expect
no other treatment but death or slavery
besides, we saw that we were not prepared
to resist the Indians, the allies of the
Europeans, who continually infested the
lower part of the river.

travels

;

On

the 17th of July, just one month after
sighted the waters of the Mississippi,
d|ie explorers turned their canoes northward,
little south of the Illinois river some friendly
dians told them of a shorter way to Lake
[ichigan than by the Wisconsin and Fox

ey

first
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These Indians were anxious to
Marquette remain with them and
establish a mission.
He was unable to comply with their request, for in the miasmal
region of the lower Mississippi he had conbut he,
tracted a severe malarial fever
promised to return to them as soon as hi
health permitted. The explorers were no
joined by a chief and a band of Indians a
guides to Lake Michigan, and with these the
ascended the Illinois and then the river De
From the river Des Plaines the;
Plaines.
portaged their canoes to the Chicago rive
and descended it to Lake Michigan. The
arrived at Green Bay at the end of Septem
ber, having travelled in all, since leaving thi:
spot, over twenty-five hundred miles.
Marl
quette was too ill to go farther
and he r
mained at Green Bay to recruit his strengt
while Jolliet hastened to Quebec to repor|
to Front enac the results of his expeditio
Unfortunately, the canoe in which Jolli
travelled was upset in the Lachine rapi
river route.

have

;

;

and the papers containing

his charts

and

t

account of his journey were lost
howeve
he was able to piece out from memory t
story of his Ulysses-like wanderings.
By the autumn of 1674 Marquette thoug
;

dist

miss

13th

camj
PlaiJ

the
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that he had completely recovered his health,
and, having received permission from his
superior, he set out for the Illinois country
on the 25th of October to establish the
mission of the Immaculate Conception. He

was accompanied on this journey by two
assistants two true heroes known to history
only as Pierre and Jacques, and a band of
Potawatomis and Illinois. In ten canoes the
party paddled southward from Green Bay,
for nearly a month buffeting the tempestuThey
ous autumn seas of Lake Michigan.
ascended the Chicago river for six miles and

—

—

encamped. Marquette could go no farther
he was once more prostrated with illness,
and a severe hemorrhage threatened to carry
him off. But his valiant spirit conquered,
and during the winter he was able to minister
to some Illinois, who were encamped a short
distance away and who paid him occasional
By the spring he had so far recovered
visits.
that he decided to undertake the journey to
the Mississippi, his heart set on founding a
;

tio|
olliq

d

reve

jugl

mission among the tribes there. On the
13th of March he and his two helpers broke
camp and portaged their canoe to the Des
Plaines.
Near the junction of this river with
the Illinois was the Indian town of Old
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Kaskaskia. The Indians of this town gave
him a welcome worthy of a conqueror, such
He went among them
as indeed he really was.
teaching and preaching
but brain and body
;

he felt that he had
not long to live, and if he would die among his
own people he must hasten home. He summoned the Indians to a grand council. And,
a meadow
in one of God’s first temples
decked with spring flowers and roofed by the
blue vault of heaven he preached to a congregation of over three thousand
chiefs,
warriors, women, and children.
His sermon
finished, he blessed his hearers, and, leaving

were burning with fever

;

—

—

his

words to sink into

their hearts,

—

bade them

farewell.

Pierre and Jacques now made ready the
canoe, and the journey to Michilimackinac
began. When they reached Lake Michigan
Marquette was only half conscious. While he
lay on the robes piled in the bottom of the
canoe, his faithful henchmen paddled furiously
But their efforts
to reach their destination.
were in vain ; Marquette saw that his end
was approaching and bade them turn the
canoe to land. And on May 19, 1675, on the
bleak shore of Lake Michigan, this hero of the
Cross, the greatest of the missionary explorers,
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entered into his rest. He was only thirtyeight
he had not finished his work
he had
but his memory
not realized his ambitions
;

;

a force for good, as that of one

who dared

y

lives,

^

and endured and passionately followed the

18

'path of the setting sun.

CHAPTER XI
THE LAST PHASE

s;

The

priests laboured

on

in their mission-fields

h

from Cape Breton to the Mississippi and north
towards Hudson Bay, wherever there were

(J

0

j

In the Iroquois country alone did
they fail to establish themselves securely.
The nearest neighbours of the Iroquois, the
English of New York and New England,
stirred by French and Indian raids on their
borders and regarding all Frenchmen as
enemies, did what they could to destroy the
influence of the French priests and keep them
out of the country. Lord Bellomont, governor
of New York, even threatened to hang any
priest found in his colony.
Yet the Jesuits
made another attempt in 1702 but it did not
succeed, and a few years later the Iroquois
mission was abandoned.
Among the Algonquin tribes the old dreac
of the priests had vanished and they wen
Indians.
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everywhere hailed as
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friends.
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longer in danger of assassination, and, apart
from the hardships inevitable to wilderness
life, their lot was not an unpleasant one.
Perhaps their worst enemy was the brandy
traffic carried on by the coureurs de bois,

which

brought

in

its

wake drunkenness,
The mis-

and crime.

disease, licentiousness,

fought this evil, with the wholehearted support of Laval, the great bishop of
Quebec, and of his successors. But for their
opposition it is probable that the Indians in
contact with the French would have been
utterly swept away
as it was, brandy thinned
their numbers quite as much as war.
Some
of the coureurs de bois, who displayed their
ares and traded for furs at the mission
tations, were almost as obnoxious to the
riests as the brandy which they offered,
mong them were many worthy men, like the
reat Du Lhut but the majority were white
avages,’ whose conduct went far to nullify the
eaching and example of the missionaries.
Thus the missions went on until the British
ame. For more than fifty years the conflict
>etween the two nations for mastery conand finally in 1760
inued intermittently
e French struck their flag and departed,
he victors viewed the religious orders with

sionaries

;

‘

;

;
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distrust

;

they regarded the priests as

political]

and they passed an edict that such!
Jesuits and Recollets as were in Canada might!
remain and die where they are, but they must|
not add to their number.’ Of the Jesuits onh
twelve remained, and the last of these, Fathei
agents

;

‘

Casot, died in 1800.

In looking back over the work of the
missionaries in New France, it would seei
tnat their visible harvest was a scant onej
since the Indian races for whom they toilee
have disappeared from history and are ap]
This, ol
parently doomed to extinction.
course, is due to natural causes over which th^
priests had no control and which they woule
thankfully have had otherwise.
It cannol
be questioned that their work operated fo|
the benefit of the natives.
But the priceles
contribution of the missionaries lies in th|
example which they gave to the world.
ing the greater part of two centuries in tl
wilds they bore themselves manfully an|
fought a good fight. In all that time not 01
of all the men in that long procession
missionaries is known to have disgraced hii
self or to have played the coward in the fa^
of danger or disaster.

Dm

JEAN JOSEPH CASOT
THE LAST OF THE JESUITS OF NEW FRANCE
From

a painting in the House of the Immaculate Conception, Montreal
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influence o£ the priests, however, was
not confined to the Indians. It permeated
the whole colony and lives to the present

The

In no country in the world is there
day.
a more peaceable and kindly or moral and
devout people than in the province of Quebec,
largely because they have kept in their primi-

by the clergy
the Revolution swept
away religion and morals in Old France, it
left untouched the French of Canada
and
the descendants of the peasants of Anjou,
Picardy, and Poitou kept alive in the New
World the beliefs and customs, the simple
faith and reverence for authority, of their
ancestors in the Old World. Throughout the
length and breadth of New France the priests
and nuns were the teachers of the people.
And the seminaries, schools, and colleges
which they founded continue to shape the
'morals and character of the French Canadians
of to-day.
It may be doubted whether the British
government acted wisely after winning Canada
At any
in suppressing the religious orders.
rate, after the unhappy rebellions of 1837 the
government adopted a more generous policy
and the Jesuits and the Oblates came to
tive simplicity the lessons taught
of

New

France.

When

;

I

;
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Canada in ever-increasing numbers to take
up missionary work anew. Like the priests
of old they went into the wilderness, no
difficulty too great to be overcome, no peril
In the Mackenzie
too hazardous to be risked.
valley, in the far Yukon, and among the

tumbled

hills of British

Columbia they planted!

the Cross, establishing missions and schools.
But the great age of the Church in Canada
was the heroic age of Lalemant and Brebeuf,
of Jogues and Bressani, of Allouez and
Marquette. Their memories are living lights
illuminating the paths of all workers among!
those who sit in spiritual darkness. The re -1
solution of these first missionaries, not to bd
overcome by hardship, torture, or threat ofl
death itself, has served in time of trial and
danger to brace missionaries of all churches!
Brebeuf still lives and labours in the wilder-!
ness regions of Canada
Marquette still toila
on into the unknown.
;

its
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Reference works with valuable articles on the
missions and the Indians are: The Catholic Encyclopaedia Hodge, Handbook of American Indians
North of Mexico White, Handbook of Indians of
Canada , adapted from Hodge.
;

;

;

/
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