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To His Grace

WILLIAM
Duke of Devonfbire,

Lord Steward of Her Majefty’s Houfhold,
Lord Licutenant of the County of Der=-
by, Chicf Fuptice in Eyre of all Her
Majefty’'s Forefts, Chaces, Parks,
&c. Trent-North s One of the Lords
of Her Majefty’s Moft  Honourable
Privy Council, and Knight of the
DMoft Noble Order of the Garter.

My Lornp,

Ince I'had the Henour to prefent the
King of Denmark with the firft Pare

of this Book, I prefume to make a Pre-
fent of the Latter to your Grace. In
making the firt Dedication, I had no
other Inducement, than a due R egard to
the Benefits I receiv’d from His Majefty’s
Favour; and the fame Motive with refe-
tence to your Grace, has prompted me
A3 to
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to make this Acknowledgement of the
undeflerved Favours you kindly vouch-
fafed me.

I did not dare to launch out intothe
Praife of His Danifb Majelty, who has
a juft Title to all forts of Encomiums;
By reafon that the lictle French 1 had,
has been forgot among a fort of People,
that take Panegyricks to be Affronts. *Tis
with the fame View, My Lord, thatI
decline the Pleafure of publifhing thofe
diftinguifhing Qualities, that place Your
Lordthip at the Head of the moft accom-
plith’d Grandees of the World, and the
moft zealous Patriots of their Country.,
X am, with all Gratitude and Veneration,

My Lord,
- Your Grace's Moft Humble
| And Moft Obedient Servant,

LAHONTAN.
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PREFACE

Aving flatter'd my [felf with the vain
Hopes of retrieving the King of France’s
Favour, before the Declaration of this
War; Iwas fo for from thinking to put thefe
Letters and Memoirs to the Prefs; that I de-
Sign'd to bave committed ’em to the Flames, if
that Monarch bad done me the Honour of rein-
flating me in my former Places, with the good
leave of Meffieurs de Pontchartrain,
* the Father and the Son. ’Twas *The one Chan-
with that View that I neglecied to ;f!:f:;;ﬂl;wnfc
put ‘em in_ fuch a Drefs as might ereary of Stae:
now be wifl'd for, for the Sati;ﬂ;c- e oty
tion of the Reader that gives bim-
elf the trouble Yo perafe “em.

Betweer the fifteenth and fixteenth ¥ear of my
Age I went to Canada, and there took care to
keep up a conflant Correfpondence by Letters with
an old Relation, who had requir’d of me a Nar-
rative of the Qccurrences of that Country, upon
the Account af the yearly Affiflance be gave me.
*Tis thefe very Letters that make the greateft Part
of the firft Volume. They contain an Account
of all that pafs’d between the E oglith, zbe French,
the Iroqueie, and the other Savage Nations,

A 3 from
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fromthe Year 1683, to 1694, Together with a
great many cavions Remarks, that may be of ufe
to thofe who have any Knowledge of the Englifh
or French Colonies.

The whole is writ with a great deal of Fide-
lity; for Ireprefent things juft as they are. I

neither flatter nor [pare any Perfon
*calld &y qpatfoever Iattribute to the * 1ro-
the Englifh i : ;
New Zork. quele, #he Glory they have purcha-
Mahak. fed on_feveral Occafions, tho’ at the
fame time 1 hate that rafcally People, as much
as Horns and Law-Suits. Notwithfianding the
Veneration I bhave for the Clergy, I impute to
2hem all the Mifihief the Iroquele bave done to
+he French Colonies, in the Courfe of a War that
bad never been undertaken, if it bad not been for
the Counfels of thefe pious Church-Men.

The Reader is defir’d to take notice that the
Towns of New-York, are known to the French
by their old Names only, and for that veafon 1
avas oblig’d to make ufe of the famein my Letters,
as well as my Maps. They give the Name of
New-York to all that Country, that reaches
from the Source of its River to the Mouth, that
is, to the Ifland, upon which there flands a City
calldin the time of 1he Dutch, Manathe, and
aow by the Englith, New-York. In like man-
aer the Plantation of Albany, that lies towards
the Head of the River, is calld by the French,
Orange.

Farthery I would not bave the Reader to take
it amifs, that the Thoughts of the Savages are
fét forth in an European Drefs.  The Qscafion
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of that C hoice proceeded from the Relation 1 cor-
refponded with 5 for that honeft Gentleman ri-
diculed the Metaphorical Harangue of
the * Grangula; and intreated me not friw Lester
to make a literal Tranflation of a Lan= "=
guage that was o ﬁf{ff’ci with Filtions and fa-
vage Hyperboles.” *Tis for this Reafou that all
the Difcourfes and Arguments of thije Nations,
are bere accommodated to the European Siyie
and way of Speaking 5 for baving comj lyd with
sy Friend's Requeft, 1 contented my [elf in keep-
ing only a Copy of the Letters I writ to bim,
duvine my Pilorimage in the Country of thefe
ﬂﬂkec!‘bpbjtfloj{iﬂww. X e
*Tawill not be improper to acquaini the Reader
by the bye, that thofe who know my Faults, do
as lirtle f‘;ﬂ:/ff'ce to t,l];; (e People, as they do to e
in a!lcc{g'if;g I am a Savage my /r:/f., and that that
nakes me - [peak. /o ﬁszz;—wb{y of my Fellow-Sa-
vages. Thefe Obfervators do me a greay deal of
Honour, as long as they do not explain themfelves,
O as to make me direltly of the fame Chatacfer
“with that which is tack'd to the Word Savage by
the Europeans in their way of thinking : For i
Jaying only that I am of the fame T emper with
the Savages, they give me, without Defign, the
Charalter of the honefleft Man in the World.
*Tis an uncontefted 7 }'nﬂa, that the Nations which
are not debaunchd by the Neighbor '
Europeans, are Strangers to the
| Tuum, audto all Laws,
]

e

Meum and
Priefts. - This can't be calld in ,92,'}(—/.," .
all Travellers that. bave vifited thofe Countries,

A4 vouch
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vouch for its Truth; and a great many of different
Profeffions, bave given the World repeated Affir-
ances that tis 0. Now this being granted, we
“ought not to [cruple to believe, that thefe are
fach wife and weafonable People. I take if, a
Man muft be quite blind, who does not fee that
the Property of Goods (1 do not [peak of the in-
groffing of Women) is the only Source of all the
Diforders that perplex the Furopean Societies.
Upon that Confideration ’twill be eafy to perceive,
that I have not [poke wide in defcribing that
Wifdom and Acutenefs which [bines through the
Words and AFions of thefe poor Americans, If
all the World had Accefs to the Books of Voyages,
that are found in fome well-flock’d Libraries,
they would find in above a bundred Defcriptions
of Canada, an Infinity of Difcourfes and Argu-
ments offer’d by the Savages, which ave income
parably fironger, and more nervous than thofe
I have inferted in my Memoirs.

As for fuch as doubt of the Inflin and won-
derful Capacity of Beavers, they need only to caff
their Eyes upon the Great Map of America,
drawn by the Sieur de Fer, and grav’d at Paris
in the Tear 1698.  Where they will meet with
Jeveral furprizing  things, - relating to thefe
Animals.

W hile my Book was a Printing in Holland, 7
was in Eogland 5 and as foon as it appear’d,
feveral Englith Gentlemen of a diftinguifbing Me-
vity who undeifland the French as well as theiy
Mother Tonglie, gave me to know, that they
would beglad to fee a more ample Relation of the
Manners
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Manners and Cuftoms of the People of that Con=

tinent, whom we call by the Name of Savages.
This oblig’d me to communicate to thefe Gentle-
men, the Subflance of the [everal Conferences I
had in that Country with a certain Huron, whom
the French call Rat. While I flay’d at that
American’s Village, I imployd my time very
agreeably in making a careful Colletion of all bis
Arguments and Opinions; and as foon as 1 re-
turw’d from my Voyage upon the Lakes of Canada,
I fbew'd my Moanufcript to Count Frontenac,
who was fo pleas’d with it, that he took the
Pains to affift me in digefting the Dialogues, and
bringing them into the Order they now appear
in: For before that, they were abrups Conferen-
ces without Connexion.  Upon the Sollicitation of
thefe Englith Gentlemen, 1 have put thefe Dia=
logues into the Hands of the Perfon who tranflat-
ed my Letters and Memoirs: And if it had not
been for their preffing Inflances, they had never
cen the Light 5 for there are but few in the
World that will judge impartially, and without
Prepoffeffion, of fome things contain'd in “ent.

I have likewife intrufied the fame Tranflator \
with fome Remarks that I made in Portugal,
and Denmark, when I fled thither from New=
found-Land. Zhere the Reader will meet with
a Defcription of Lisbon and Copenhagen, and of
the capital City of Arragon.

To the Tranflation of my firft Volume, I have
added an exalt Map of Newfound-Land, which
was not in the Original. I have likewife cor-
retted almoft all the Cuts of the Holland Im-

pre ron,
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preffion, for the Dutch Gravers had mz;:‘r{e;‘ed
‘em, by not underflanding their Explications,
awhich were all in French. Zhey have grav'd
Women for Men, and Men for Women; naked
Perfons for thofe that are cloath’d, and ¢ contra.
As for the Maps, the Reader will find ’em very
exatty and I bave taken care to bave the Tialts
of my Voyages more wicely delineated, than in i1he
Original.

I underfland by Letters from Paris, that the
two Meffieurs de Pontchartrain endeavour by all
means to be reveng’d npon me for the Afront they
fay I bave given ‘em in publifbing [ome trifling
Stories in my Book, that ought o bave been con=
ceal’d. I am likewife inform’d, that I bave rea-
Jin vo be apprebenfive of the Refentment of feve-
ral Ecclefiaflicks, who pretend I have infulted
God in cenfaring their Condul?. But fince I ex-
peited norhing lefs than the furious Refentment
both.of the one and the other, when 1 pat this
Baok to the Prefs; I had time enough to arm m
Seif from Zop to Toe, in order to made Head againft
’em, 'Tis my Comfort, that I have wrir nothing
but what I make good by authentick Proofs ; be-
fides, that I could not have faid lef5 of *em than
I have done;, for if I bad not tied my [elf up to
the direct Thread of my Difcourfe, I could bave
made Digreffions, in which the Conduét both of
the one and the other, would have appear’d to be
grejudicial to the Repofe of the Society, and the
publick Guood. I had Provecation enouzh to have
treated "em in that manner 5 but my Letters be-

ing addre(5’d to an old bigotted Relation of mine,

I
who
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who fed upon Devotion, and dreaded the Influence
of the Court  be flill befeech’d me towrite nothing
to bim that might difoblige the Clergy or the
Courtiers, for fear of the intercepting of my Let-
ters. However, I have Advice from Paris, that

ome Pedants are fet at Work todafb me in writ-
ing 5 and fo I muft prepare to fland the Brunt of
a Shower of Affronts, that will be pour’d upon
me in a few Days. But ’tis no matter; I am
o good a Gonjurer, that Ican ward off any Storm
Jrom the Side of Paris. Ilaugh at their Threats;
and fiuce 1 can’t make ufe of my Sword, Il wage
War with my Pen.

This I only mention by the bye, in this my Pre-
face to the Reader, whom I pray the Heavens to
crown with Profperity, in preferving him from
baving any Bufinefs to adjufi with moff of the
Minifiers of Siate, and Priefts s for ler them be

never [0 faulty, they'll fiill be faid to be in the
Right, till fuch time as Anarchy be introduc’d
amongft us, as well as the Americans, among
whom the forryeft Fellow thinks bimfelf a better
Man, than a Chancellor of France. Thefe People
are happy in being [creen’d from the Tricks and
Shifts of Minifters, who are always Moaflers
where-cver they come. I envy the State of a poor
Savage, who tramples upon Laws, and pays Ho-
mage 1o no Scepter. I wifbh F conld [pend the
veft of my Life in bis Hut, and fo be no longer
expos’d to the Chagrin of bending the Knee to a
Ser of Men, that [acrifice the publick Good to
their private Intereft,” and are born to plague
honef} Men. The two Miniflers of Sgate 1 have

0
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to do with, have been follicited in wain, by the
Dutchefs of Lude, Cardinal Bouillon, Count
Guifcar, Mr. de Quiros, and Count &’ Avaux:
Nothing could prevail, tho' all that is laid to my
Charge, confifts only in not bearing the Affionts
of & Governor, whom they proteit; at a Time
when & hundred other Officers, who live under
the Imputation of Crimes, infinitely greater than
mine, are excus'd for three Months Abfence from
Court. Now the Reafon is, that they give lef;
Ruarter to thofe who bave the Misfortune to dif-
pleafe the two Meffieurs de Ponchartrain, zhan
10 fuch as at contrary to the King’s Orders.
But gfter all my Misfortunes, I bave this to
Jolace me, that I enjoy in England a fort of Li=
berty, that is not met with elfewhere: For one
may juftly fay, that of all the Countries inhabit-
ed by civiliz'd People, this alone affords the great=
¢ff Perfetlion of Liberty. Nay, I do not except
the Liberty of the Mind, for I am convine’d, that
¢he Englith maintain it with a great deal of Ten-
dernefs: So true it is, that all Degrees of Slavery
are abhorr’d by this People, who fhew their Hij-
dom in the Precautions they take to prevent their
finking into a fatal Servitude.




CONTENTS.

VO 2R

f SFEH O R S R
Dated at Quebec, Nov. 8. 1683.

COntai;ziﬂg a Defiription of the Paffige

from France fo Canada; with fome Re-
marks upon the Coafts, Channels, &c.
and the Variation of the Needle. p. 1.

LETTER.IL
Dated at the Canton of Beaupre, May 2. 1684.

Containing a Defcription of the Plantations of
Canada, and the manner in which they were
firft form’d: As alfo an Account of the Tranf-
portation of Whores from France to that
Country; together with a View of its Climate
and Soil. B

LET-




The CONTENTS.
EET T ER L
Dated at Quebec, May 15. 1684.
Containing an ample Deferivtion of the City of '
Quebec, and of the Ifland of §t. Laurence,
p. 1k
& T B IECRT W
Dated at Monreal, Fune 14. 1684.

Containing a brief Defcription of the Habitations
of the Savages in the Neighbourhood of Que-
bec; of the River of St. Laurence, a5 far up
as Monreal 5 of a carious way of fiibing Eels;
and of the Cities of 'T'rois Rivieres, and Mon-
real . Zogether with an Account of the Con-
dui? of the Forefi-Rangers or Pedlars. p. 16.

e L L ER V.
Dated at Monreal, Fune 18. 1684.

In which is contain'd a (hort- Aecount of the Iro-
quefe, with a View of the War and Peuce
they made with the French, and of the means
by which it was brought about. D, 2%,

ST PR ¥

Dated at Monreal, Fune 20. 16 84.

Being an ample Defeription of the Cancows made
of Birch Bark, in which the Canadans per=

form




The CONTENTS.

form all their Voyages; with an Account of
the manner in whxh they are made and ma-
nag ’d. p- 26.

LETVE R VL

Dated at Monreal, Novemb. 2. 1684,

Defiribing the River of St. Laurence, from
Monreal to the firft great Lake of Canada
with the Water-falls, Cataraits, and Naviga-
tion of that River ; As alfo Iwﬂf Frontenac,
and the Advantages that accrue from it. Tu—
gether with a circumflantial Account of the
f'xjwﬂz*m;z of Mr. de la Barre, the Gevernor
General, againfl the Iquucfe the Speeches
be made, iif Replies he receiv d and the final
Aeccommodation of the Difference. p. 29.

Lol Ak R Vi

Dated at Monreal, fune 28. 1683.

Repreﬁm‘iw the Fortifications of Monreal, and
the indifcreet Zieal of the Priefis, wbo are
Lords of that Town: Witha Defcription of
Chambli, and of the Commerce of the Savages
upon the great Lakes. P 45-

LETTER IX
Dated at Bouckerville, Of. 2. 1683.

Being an Aecount of the Commerce and Tvade of
Monreal ; Oj the Arrival of the Marquis qf
Denonvilie




The CoNTENTS.
Denonville with fome Troops; and of the re-
calling of Myr. de la Barre. With a curious
Defeription of certain Licenfes for trading in
Beaver-Skins in the vemote Countries. p. 51.

LETTER 2
Dated at Boucherville, fuly 8. 1686.

Relating the Arrival of Mr.de Champigni, in
the room of Mr. de Meules, who is recall’d to
France; the Arrival of the Troops that came
along with him, the Curiofity of the Rackets,
and the way of hunting Elks ; with a Defcrip-
tion of that Animal, P 55-

LT TE R XL
Dated at Boucherville, May 28. 1687.

Being a curious Defeription of the Hunting of
divers Animals. p. 6o.

e T 1L A B R 1L

Dated at St. Helens, over againft-Monreal,
Fane 8. 1687.

Zhe Chevalier de Vaudreuil arrives in Canada
with fome 7 roops.  Both the Regular Troap;
and the Militia are pofled at §t. Helens, in
a Readinefs to march againf} the Iroquefe.

p- 68.

LET-




thag







Rl

The _Dzwlliry Houfes of the TAHU GL AUR ,wich are 8o paces m lznflﬂft
that jMOZe emlekfm; gaveme upon f Barks g“ Trees .

: accarclinj 10 the Dmu‘zf]rt‘

AV
i

““L‘“M‘hiﬁ“‘ l \ﬁ“ﬂ"h‘d

MMM
iy

f

RUKLIN

N

IV
I

A

|

NN
WI

|

AN
i

/

ﬁ\ﬁ.rll. NI
Ul

The Vellels ws d 17}/
pmw’ded t/vg/ are/?cch a.ffom"afy‘ Mozeemlek P(ap[t

ek placs
i ﬁr{y this means I
il {2072, lm.m’:y firft veces
V| in Tazows  each of wie.

Uil .4 A£ap drawn up'nnStzyvkt’nf b_yj Gnacfitaves who gave ||
\eneto know J/‘.Eauudz\r of all .y" places markdinit, by paz'nhny 2o ||
of f heaven that-one or thther corvefponded to; |||
could aduft Y Lat: to half aDegrecor Little

7 d fivin em a compuiation of {‘ diftances

wes . |

M| ~0 Z(EEMLERK
55 JMany %Ilaju =
oS5 Mozeemleh

Q‘

-+
S

o~

. Moll S

A MED;LL

| The Reverfe of the ladal

1 o——— (] 11111/]111! I

2452

(L QST

& 247

b I compute to be jLanj_fmtw

§€$’ N
ﬂffll SRR The Canows ufd by the |
Mountains -

Uil TARES. <R

A= -

—_—————

ﬁ@@ :G-nac ttarves & j.fi/z}na]xf

NTRY ofthe GNACSI* X

2

%
Cil

of the TAHUGLAHUR

unlike Copper

1\7\24111’/ g" a ceptain ‘/z‘zrt g‘: metal f aR ed colour not -
A S e B i R0

£

X New Mexico
T i B

262

—
i /
= I g 1111111 S 1111011 11111111 S 11111 e 111
T
L0001 1
TR

26% DeﬂreuE,‘ﬁvm

—_—

—————

| A Map of f LoNe RIVER and of fome athers ‘v{{r’

-dmt t fall into that fmall part of _y‘ Great River ‘
of Miffiﬁlni wich 1s heve laid down .

‘ Zhe small pn;‘nb' thatare run along fromMiflilimakinac
and batk o1t by anather way ll‘y‘['muf-/i T steerdn my Voyage
I z:/;eflmwr deluces '}k markd in formeRivers reprefent |
yPlaces that I stop d at- with out: oz'nj ﬁy/n:r up .

The Croffos & /77410 '1/' Land carrra

I

|

q‘
Wl
|

’Jﬁl[ag{; gf Jf \
Miffiousis

)

Land Carriage

=

&ff

F,Crevecoeur ,;#"

Villages \

i
S]] —

.’1[:51071‘7 I

SUPERIEUR

Chekaliou 3
lf 1 o o

\Z. of Rencontres ETAN
A\ ¢

4 TAHUGL AUR n wich 200 men may row,
drew to me upmjﬂarlc: #Tﬂu y

24 3

2S5 59 ° Aoniatinons
I
3 unfznj Corun

W 'lfJu)-d‘ s Tt
10_1517-}/,,(,; rindy

§

207




vl I. p XA\

{ / 252 267 272 277 282 287 302
05 A 1Y) - 01—y 1 — 111/ S— ] ) — 1)) — )11, _— 111111 1111 —1]1) _— {111 — )11/ — 11| —111])"" T_— 111111 O_— — 1)1]]1]] — 1] —
" k <~ Qillage of 7} <A+ B nipovals
|| Afouth of CreatLak v, - \/‘/ LA
af-‘fﬁlsszNIPavALs ‘\ A %
Q) ® S
) < W
| bt i R M N
& & Cities and Towns \ o & -
t © French & Englifh Villages B Little Fort of SY Germain
B . + Villages of the Savages y aphich hinders f € SEARE (finifovals 3
B A A Java Vittdeft. b.yy‘Ira wefe { \ 1o come down to Po\srt Nelfon <\‘
= A sl R 52
12 TheForts witha Cryf about em ) ") 0
2,97 abandon’d )5 ) H, Moll S,
4 f‘-ﬂw Countries {or Beaver -
{ NEMIPIGCON

= hunﬁ'n"q Cthat T know o

d waterfulls and Catat 11y fRiyarf

o Land (‘arn'zy&/ J’f‘am oneplace -
0 anather. : =

A The prickd Line that runs from-

StLaurence Bay pm'nt;f\aut the cauy@ -

af my Poyage Miffilimakinac

LARE

O\
INEIIEY

?4 S~ The hines Tun n this fa./fubn from Afils -
b Nmakinac by j Falt f'de of y’l}ﬂ.ke Hurons - e
g 1o j South of Lrake i\ Frrie and so to CondeRiver ; ' $
| Uafter which they riyd. back by f weftside of - .Eyl‘yll Fort @p”
iron Lake to Mt ; k‘l;ld.c\.'tﬁf/é lines & 7'7
*P 8 : ,\7“' “} \,

deolineate the caurjé we
steend in aurExpetlzﬁbn

.

VN
L 3 Caka .Machandib;
i | S0

50 gj’i'nﬂ' the Inryua[é % =
J,.N"ﬁt".f &ryun-h'nz line -\ z = 54 =7 ol e 3
ﬂmw:ylé'oure of my Return ,* ‘ Y D 1‘0’9} _» aclradzb; a T\
ﬁvmﬂ‘%ilbnakinac 20 Monreal (| Boets i ; &op R Zadieths :
5 l:y-t%eu)zgy of R, d'Francs 15 Lemy: %,
a/ka”"nc

he River Crufe, and the -
Creat R, 9" Outaouds. -

9'_ N\ 7
A N
g0 K

X ; 3
Lo D EX) 7)111 _Jﬂf?‘fe”fcxun
G ai}ﬁ‘f«‘f},‘,‘ﬁka

N e Vot a0t

< 4’,’~Illuri'. of /"\ ow‘”o SO sdres
? skl B Toguese-y 1;_%-- But(fon
5 = oY FF, £ Dstirancis kg
Boa huni. of 343 3¢ Do ton ~ Ly b
) 3333 F 9 o “en te.

T Iroyxuf; 3 3380 T "wlz
A heomonta:313-C o 5
z A]Jf;ronons or £ 4 "":/ m B

= 0 M
F2 uro/};?af‘f Taniyll, &

~ I 4 =
hac Ay Iﬂ'{y,de'ai‘/

[dgd leta %

“Rontiee R
4 .'Bld:&zr llunhhj 3123
5 i - i LAY T L ofd Zrigpene ALY
i) i) of = ST S 5 10 ‘&@f}-‘wf’ l’"—"‘f 9 % es® §
Tand Carr > RPN ; G \ig ~af [rrogue 3 (1~
Chekalﬂ;‘{f A5 0 AL JoMallcortens 5 YL % 2yt 4 :
= T T A

o::jz o Yorx .
nt
B o agues N Yo ]S,

—— )] 1]])]/11)]]}| S—

ute

N,Ierfey |

rS L 3
< }lz; Aoniatinonis ./}'a“i

= z A \ »
Erriery

d 40 makewar

=« BE T
Ant- [y Flinef?
lne reprefents of ay shat Y mjz;zacl, i{m 4,,‘,1/1. tract :,f g

TrRRA DE L ABRADOR

T.aurence

n - 2 By,
Nedp P &B.des Chalesirs %
Madalenal.

.J’,’IEI.

AMiramichi P*

NEW

Chedabouekton

; ~ Gaint £ :

Villages of the 22l uyjf”?‘“—ﬁ i Zhe fame g R 0 g0 6o 120 180 240 300

Mifliouris Srrns 7 % inthesy l'ncm:ﬁarﬁ upo™y J . W $ - En‘yl‘f/:l; -5[-3 7 i

; 2 ! (Mfipt . 7 . Liles
: }:f?zr as the ﬂzwrﬂ%fpdn,lf/%aj“z s L A
2 i - Bttt
ow’/ba R Eﬂj[:ﬁl and Z‘rznc Licfjue\f
y———— T T 10— 11111 —— S 111 11111 S—— 111 111 TG i 5
2 7 7 : ; z 87 zy 7 zy 7 Hl 4L 4|‘|lh“.l|”“l‘\ 10D 1111111 { R . T T e, BE——
Foz 307
o
) 7



Some New

VOYAGES

T O
NORTH-AMERICA.
3 § 80 v e T B oh

LETTER T
Dated at the Port of Ruebec, Nov. 8. 1683,

Containing a D{’/E‘?‘Z}”Jff'ﬁ.fl cf the Paflage from
‘rance fo0 Canada; with Jome Remarks tuposs
the Coafls, Channels, &c. and the Variation
of the Needie.

S IR, :
Am furpriz’d to find that a Voyage to the New
Weorld is fo formidable to thofe who are
oblig’d to undertake it ; for Ifolemnly proteft,
that tis far from being what the World com.
monly takes it for. *Tis true, the Paflage is in
fome meafure lorig ; but then the Hopes of viewing
an unknown Country, atones for the Téedioufnefs
of the Voyage. When we broke ground from
Rochelle, 1 acquainted you with the Reaforis that
mov'd Mr. l¢ Fevre de g Barre, Govetnor-General
of Canada, to fend the Sicur Mabu, a Canadefe, to
£rances and at the fame time gave you to know,

B thag
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that he had refolv’d upon the utter Deftruction ©
are a very warlike and favage

£

the Iroquefe, who g
People. "Thefe Barbarians befriend the E;-g;::,-’:i,
upon the account of the Succours they receive
from ’em 3 but they are Enemies to us, upon the
Apprehcnﬁ(m of being dcﬁroy’q by us fome time
or other. The General I [poke of but now, expect-
ed that the King would fend him feven or eight
hundred Men ; but when we et out from Rochelle,
the Seafon was fo far advanc’d, that our three Com=
panies of Marines were reckon’d a fufficient
Venture.

I met with nothing in our Paffage that was dif
agreeable, abating for a Storm that alarm’d us for
fome Days, upon the Precipice of the Bank of New-
fc-:mfﬁ];m:fz' where the Waves fwell prodigioufly,
even when the Winds are low. Inthat Storm our
Frigate receiv’d fome rudeShocks from the Sea;but
in regard that fuch Accidents are ufualin that Voy-
age, they made no Impreflion upon the old {ea-
fon’d Sailors. As for my part, I could not pre-
tend to that Pitch of Indifference ; for having ne-
ver made fuch a Voyage before, 1 was fo alarm’d
in fecing the Waves mount up to the Clouds, that
T made more Vows to Neptune, than the brave Ido-
menaeus did in his Return from the Wars of Troy.
Afrer we made the Bank, the Waves funk, and the
Wind dwindled, and the Sea became fo {mooth
and eafy; that we could not work our Ship. You
can fcarce imagine what Quantities of Cod-fith
were catch’d there by our Seamen; in theSpace ofa

anrterofan Hour ; for though we had thirty-two
fathom Water, yet the Hook was no fooner at the
Bottom, than the Fifh was catch’d ; f{o that they
had nothing to do but to throw in, and take up
without Interruption : But after all, fuch is the Mif-
fortune of this Fifhery, that it does not fucceed but
ﬂg;’rjl“cer;iig Bn_nks, wl_\.ich are commenly paft
4 T :: - - - .
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to- North-America. 3

over without ftopping. Howéver, as we were plen-
tifully entertain’d at the Coft of thefe Fithes, fo
fuch of *em as continued in the Sea, made fuffici-
ent Reprifals upon the Corpfeof a Captain, and of
feveral Soldiers, who dy’d of the Scurvy, dnd were
thrown over-board three or four Days after,

In the mean time the Wind veering to the Weft-
North-Weft,we were oblig’d to lve by for five or
fix Days ; but after that, it chop’d to the North,
and {q we happily made Cape Rafe, tho’ indeed our
Pilots were at a lofs to know where we were, by
reafon that they could not take the Latitude for
ten or twelve Days before, You may eafily ima-
gine, that *twas with great Joy that we heard ope
of our Sailors call from the Top-Maft, Land, Land,
Juft as St. Paw/did when he approach’d to Maltha,
Tiiy i, 1iiy 3pis: For you muft know that when the
Pilots reckon they approach to Land, they ufe
the Precaution of fending up Sailors to the Top-
Malt, in order to fome Difcovery; and thefe Saj-
lors are reliev’d every two Hours ti]l Night comes,
at which time they furl their Sails if the Land is
not yet defery’d: So thar in the Night-time they
fearce make any way. From this it appears how
important it is to know the Coaft, before you ap-
proach to it; nay, the Paffengers put fuch a Va-
lue upon the Difcovery, that they prefent the firft
Difcoverer with fomé Piftoles; In the mean time,
you’ll be pleas’d to obferve, that the Needle of
the Compafs, which naturally points to the North,
turns upon the Bank of Newfound-rand, twenty-
three Degrees towards the North-Weft 5 that 133
1t points thete a Degree nearer to the Weft, than
North-North-Weft.” This Remark we made by
our Compafs of Vatiation.

We defery’d the Ca pe about Noon ; 2nd in ordef
to confirm the Difcovery, ftood in upon it with all
Sails aloft: At 1aft; being affur’d that "twas the

Sy T
D. 2 Priv<




4 Somé Netw Voyages
Promontory we look’d for, an univerfal Joy was
read throughout the Ship, and the Fate of the
Wetches that we had thrown over-board, was quite
forgot. Then the Sailors {et about the Chriftening
of thofe who had never made the Voyage before 3
and indeed they had done it fooner, if it had not
been for the Death of our above-mention’d Compa-
nions. The Chriftening I fpeak of, is an imperti-
nent Ceremony, praétis’dby Sea faring Men, whofe
Humours are as {irange and extravagant, as the
Element itfelf, upon which they foolifhly truft
themfelves. By vertue of a Cuftom of old ftand-
ing, they profane the Sacrament of Baptifm in an
unaccountable Manner. Upon that Occafion, the
old Sailors being blacken’d all over, and difguis’d
with Rags and Ropes, force the greener Sort that
have never pafs’d fome certain Degrees of Lati-
tude before, to fall down on their Knees, and to
{wear upon a Book of Sea Charts, that upon all
Occafions they will practife upon others, the fame
Ceremony that is then made ufe of towards them.
After the adminiftring of this ridiculous Oath,
they throw fifty Buckets full of Water upon their
Head, Belly, and T highs, and indeed, all over their
Bodies, without any regard to Times or Seafons.
This Piece of Folly is chiefly practis’d under the
A quator, under the Tropicks, under the Polar
Circles, upon the Bank of Newfound-Land ; and in
the Streights of Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Darda-
nelloes. As for Perfons of Note or Charalter, they
are exempted from the Ceremony, at the Expence
of five or fix Bottles of Brandy for the Ship’s Crew.
Three or four Daysafter the Performance of this
Solemnity, we difcover’d Cape Raye, and fo made
up to St. Laurence Bay, in the Mouth of which we
were becalm’d for a little while; and during that
Calm, we had a clearer and pleafanter Day, than
Aany we had feen in the Paflage, It look’d as if

[




to f‘fm’tb-z’—‘x merica. 5

that Day had been vouchfaf’d us by way of Recom-
pence for the Rains, Foggs, and high Winds, tha
we encounter’d by the Way. There we faw an
Engagement between a Whale
and a * Sword Fifh, at the Dif~ * Efpadon, 4 Fiflr be-
tance of a Gun-thot from our S g
Fl'igﬁ[ﬁ'. WTC were perfe(‘ftly z'iox é"‘w:ﬁ;};:;fy’: if;‘
charm’d when we faw the Sword- baving in its Snout a
Fifth jump out of the Water in fort of Saw which is
order to dart its Spear into the (e o ga”g’ fooer
: T ; o Aches broad, and fiy
50dy of the Whale, when oblig- /7 sbick.
ed ro take Breath. This enter-
taining Show lafted at leaft two Hours, fometimes
to the Starboard, and fometimes to the Larboard
of the Ship. The Sailors, among whom Super-
ftition prevails as much as among the Egyptians,
took this for a Prefage of fome mighty Storm ; bu
the Prophecy ended in two or three Days of con-
trary Winds, during which time we travers’d be-
tween the Ifland of Newfound Land, and that of
Cape Breton. Two Days after we came in Sight
of the Ifland of Fowls, by the Help of a North-Eaft
Wind ; which drove us from the Mou h of St,
Laurence Bay, to the Ifle of Anticofti, upon the Bank
of which, we thought to have been caft away, by
1earing it too much.  In the Mouth of that River
we fell into a fecond Calm, which was follow’d b
a contrary Wind, that oblig’d us to lye by for
fome Days. At laft we made Tadouffac, by gra-
dual Approaches, and there came to an Anchor,
This River is four Leagues broad where we then
rode, and twenty two at its Mouth 3 but it contralts
itfelf gradually, as it approaches to its Source, Twao
Daysafter, the Wind {tanding Eaft, we weigh’d An-
chor; and being favour'd by the Tyde, got fafe
through the Channel of the Red Ifland, in which
the Currents are apt to turn a Veffel on one Side,
as well as at the Ifland of Coudrefs, which lies fome
3 Leagues
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er. But upon the (,f:);lﬂj of the laft
ad certainly “m' k upon the R :'z:‘i.‘s, if
e had not drop’d an Anchor. Had the Ship been
caft away at that Place, we mightea (ily lm\ e fav’d
our felves: Bat it prov’d fo, that we were morg
afraid than hurt. Next Morning we weighed with
4 freth Gale from the Eaft, and the next I ay after
came to an Anchor over againft Cape Tourmente,
where we had not above two Leagues over, tho’
at the fame time ’tis a dangerous P lace to thole who
are unacquainted with the Channel, From thence
we had butfeven Leaguesfailing to the Port of Que-
bec, where we now ride at \mlw . In-our Paf Tmc
from the red Iiland to this Place, we faw fuch Floats
of Ice, and fo much Snow npon the Land, that we
were upon the Point of turning back for France,
tho” we were not then Lowtlmty L.eagues off our
defired Port. We were afraid of buncr i‘m[; d by
the Ice, and fo loft; but thank God we ’fcap’d.
We have receiv’d advice, that the Governor has
mark’d out Quarters for our Troops in fome Vil-

= o . il . -~
lages or Cantons adjacent to this City ; fo that 1

oblig’d to prepare to go afthoar, and herefore
muf t make an end of this Letter. I cannot as yet

vive you any Account of the Country, exceptng
hat tis already mortally cold.  As to the River, |
mean to give you a more ample Defcription of it,
when I come to know it better, We are inform-
ed that Mr. de la Salle is juft return’d from his
Travels, which he undertook upon the Difcovery
of a Br eat River that falls into the Gulf of Mexico;
and that he imbarques To-morrow for France.
He is perfectly well dcquumed with Canada, and
for that reafon you ought to vifit him, if you go
tp Paris this Winter. I am, . &

ST R
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E Bk bR IR
Dated at the Canton of Beanpré, May 2. 1684,

Containing a Defcription of the Plantations of
[« « e i’ . ¥ -
Canada, and the manner in which they were
firft form’d: Asalfoan Account of the "Tmﬁﬁ-
portation of Whores from France fo that
Country ; together with a View of its Climate
and Soil.

8 LR

A S foon aswe landed laft Year, Mr.de lz Barre

g lodg’d our three Companiesin fome Cantons
or Quarters in the Neighbourhood of Quebec. The
Planters call thefe places Cotes, which in France
{ignifies no more than the Sea-Coaft ; tho’ in this
Country where the Names of Zow# and Village are
unknown, that Word is made ufe of tv exprefs a
Scignory or Manor, the Houfes of which lie at
the Diftance of two or three hundred Paces one
from another, and are feated on the Brink of the
River of St. Laurence. In earneft, Sir, the Boors
of thofe Manors live with more Eafe and Conveni-
ency, than an Infinity of the Gentlemen in France
I am out indeed in calling ’em ors, for that
Name is as little known here as in §pq whether
it be that they pay noTaxes, and enjoy the Liberty
of Hunting and Fifhing ; or that the Eafinefs of
their Life, puts ’em upon a Level with the Nobi.
lity. . The pooreft of them have
fourdrpentsofGroundinFront, + 4r Arpentisa Spor
and thirty or forty in Depth: The ¥ e
whole Country beinga continued = F,:”,;,cf e
Foreftof lofty Trees,theStumps  ieen Foor long, :

A O
4 (951




Some New Voyages
of which muft be grub’d up, before they can make
ufe of 2 Plough. *Tistrue, this is a troublefome
and chargeable Task at firft 3 but ina fhort Time
after they make up their Loffes; for when the Vir.
oin Ground, is capable of receiving Seed, it yieids
2n Increafe to the Rate of an hundred-fold. Corn is
there fown in May, and reap’d about the middle
of September. Inftead of threfhing the Sheafs in the
Field, they convey ’em to Barns, where they lie
sill the coldefl Seafon of the Winter, at which
time the Grain is more eafily difengag’d from the
Ear. In this €ountry they likewife fow Peafe,
which are much efteem’d in France. All forts of
Grain are very cheap here, as well as Butchers
Meat and Fowl. The Price of Wood is almoft
nothing, in comparifon with the Charge of its Car-
riage, which after all is very inconfiderable. -

Moft of the Inhabitants are a free fort of People
that remov’d hither from France, and brought with
2em but little Money to fet up withal: The reft
are thofe who were Soldiers about thirty or forty
Years ago, at which time the Regiment of Carig-
pan was broke, and they exchang’d a Military Poft,
for the Trade of Agriculture. Ncither the one nor
the other pay’d any thing for the Grounds they
poffefs, no more than the Officers of thefe Troops,
who matk’d out to themfelves, certain Portions of
unmanur’d and woody Lands; for this vaft Con-
tinent is nothing elfe than one continued Foreft.
The Governors General z2llow’d the Officers three
or four Leagues of Ground in'F'ront, with as much

epth as they pleas’d ; and at the fame Time the
Qfficers gave the Soldiers as much Ground as they
pleas’d, upon the Condition of the Payment of a
Crown per Arpent, by way of Fief.,

After theReform of thefe Troops, feveral Ships
were fent hither from France, with a Cargoe of
Womc? of an ardinary Reputation, pader the Di-
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reétion of fome old ftale Nuns, who rang’d them
in three Claffes. The Veftal Virgins were heap’d
up, (if I may fo fpeak) one above another, in
three different Apartments, where the Bride-
grooms fingled out their Brides, juft as a Butcher
does an Ewe from amongft a Flock of Sheep. In
thefe three Seraglio’s, there was fuch Variety and
Change of Diet, as could fatisfy the moft whimfi-
cal Appetites; for here was fome big, fome little,
fome fair, fome brown, fome fat and fcme meagre.
In fine, there was fuch Accommodation, that
every one might be fitted to his Mind: Amd in-
deed the Market had fuch a Run, that in fifteen
Days time, they were all difpos’d of, 1 am told,
that the farteft went off beft, upon the Appre-
henfion that thefe being lefs active, would keep
truer to their Ingagements, and hold out better
againft the nipping Cold of the Winter: Bur af-
ter all, a great many of the He-Adventurers found
themfelves miftaken in their Meafures. However,
let that be as it will, it affords a very curious Re--
mark ; namely, That in fome Parts of the World,
to which the vicious Eurgpean Women are tranf-
ported, the Mob of thofe Countries does ferioufly
believe, that their Sins are fo detac’d by the ridi-
culous Chriftening I took notice of before, that
they are look’d upon ever after as Ladies of Vir-
tue, of Honour, and of untarnith’d Condué& of
Life. The Sparks that wanted to be married,
made their Addrefles to the above-mentioned
Governefles, ‘to whom they were oblig’d to give
an Account of their Goods and Eftates, before
they were allow’d to make their Choice in the
three Seragfio’s.  After the Choice was determin’d,
the Marriage was concluded upon the Spot, in the
Prefcnce of a Prieft, and a publick Nortary ; and
the next Day the Governor-General beftow’d up-
on the married Couple, aBull, 2 Cow, a Hog, a

Sy
JOW,
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Sow, a Cock, a Hen, two Barrels of falt Meat, and
eleven Crowns ; together with a certain
*Vngm. CO‘IE Cl AA( ms C H Li by ['1(3 (H(f.‘\.) chaﬂd.
The Offic ers h wing a nicer Tafte than the
made their Apj ~]1Ldtzon to the Daughters
ancient Ger munen of the (,oun[ry, or
e of the richer fort of Inhabitants; for you
ow, th at Canada has been poflefs’d by the French
above an hundred Years.

In this Country every one lives in a good and a
well-furnifh’d Houfe ; and moft of Lhd oufes are
of Wood, and two Stories high. Their Chimnies
are very large, by rea afon of [hL prodlmous Fires
they make to guard themfelves from the Cold,
which is there bey yond all meafure, from the Month
of December, to that of April. During that Space
of time, the River is always frozen over, not-
wi[hﬁanding the Flowing and Ebbing of the Sea;
and the Snow upon the Ground, is three or four
foot deep; which is very ftrange in a Country
that lies in the Latitude of forty- Teven Degrees,
and fome odd Minutes. Moft People impute the
¢xtraordinary Snow to the number (Jt‘ Mountains,
with which this vaft Continent is replenifh’d.
Whatever is in that matter, I muft take notice of
one thing, that feems very {trange, namely, that
the SHmmer Days are longer heré-than at Paris.
The Weather is then {o l ear and ferene, that in
three Weeks time you fhall not fee a Cl oui in the
fmruau I hope to go to Quebec with the firlt Op-
por reunity 3 for I have Orders to be in a Readinefs
*04mbalcue within fifteen Days for Monreal, which_
is the thy of this Lomrry that lies fartheft up
towards the Head of the River. - I am,
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Dated at Quebec May 15. 1684,

Containing an ample Defcription of the City of
Quebec, and of the Ifland of Orleans.

§ IR,

Efore I {et out for Monreal, I had the Curio-
_J fity to view the Ifland of Orleans, which is
feven Leagues in length, and three in Breadth:
It extends from over-againft Cape Tourmente, to
within a League and a half of Quebec, . at which
Place the River divides itfelf into two Branches.
The Ships fail through the South Channel; for
the North Channel is fo foul with Shelves and
Rocks, that the fmall Boats can only pafs that way.
The Ifland belongs to a General Farmer of France,
who would make out of it a thoufand Crowns of
yearly Rent, if himfelf had the Management of it.
“Tis {furrounded with Plantations, that produce
all forts of Grain.

Quebec is the Metropolitan of New- France, being
almoft a League in Circumference; it lies in the

Latitude of 47 Degrees, and 12 Minutes. The
Longitude ofthis Place is uncertain, as well as thag
of feveral other Countries, with the Leave of the
Geographers, that reckon you up 1200 Leagues
from Rochelle to Quebec, without taking the Pains to
meafure the Courfe: However, I am fure that it
lies but at too greataDiftance from France, for the
Ships thatare bound hither; for their Paffage com-
monly lafts for two Months and a half, whereas
the homeward bound Ships may in 30 or 40 Days
failing, calily make the Belle Ifle, which is the

{1ref}

ALIECAS




12 Some Newo Voyages
fureft and moft ufual Land, that a Ship makes
upon a long Voyage. The Reafon of this Diffe-
rence, is, that the Winds are Eafterly for 100
Days of the Year, and Wetterly for 260.

Quebec is divided into the upper and the lower Ci-
ty. The Merchants live in the latter, for the Con-
veniency of the Harbour ; upon which they have
built very fine Houfes, three Story high, of a fort
of Stone that’s as hard as Marble. 'The upper or
high City is full as populous, and as well adorn’d
as the lower. Both Cities are commanded by a
Caftle, that ftands upon the higheft Ground. This
Caftle is the Refidénce of the Governors, and
affords them not only convenient Apartments, but
the nobleft and moft extenfive Profpect in the
World. Quebec wants two effential things, namely,
a Key and Fortifications ; though both the one
and the other might be eafily made, confidering
the Conveniency of Stones lying upon the Spot.
*Tis incompafs’d with feveral Springs, of the beft
freth Water in the World, which the Inhabitants
draw out of Wells; for they are fo ignorant of
the Hydroftaticks, that not one of ’em knows
how to convey the Water to certain Bafins, in
order to raife either flat or fpouting Fountains.
Thofe who iive on the River-fide, in the lower
City, are not half fo much pinch’d with the Cold,
as the Inhabitants of the Upper; befides that the
former have a peculiar Conveniency of tranfport-
ing in Boats, Corn, Wood, and other NNeceffaries,
to the very Doors of their Houfes : But as the latter
are more expos’d to the Injuries of the Cold, fo
they enjoy the Benefit and Pleafure of a cooler
Summer. The way which leads from the one
City to the other, is pretty broad, and adorn’d
with Houfes on each fide ; only ’tis a little fteep.
Quebec tands upon a very uneven Ground 3 and its
Houfes are not-uniform. The Intendant lives in a
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Bottom, at fome {mall Diftance from the Side of a
lictle Rivery, which by joyning the River of St.
Laurence, coops up the City in a right Angle. His
Houfe is the Palace in which the Sovereign Coun-
cil affembles four times a Week ; and on one fide
of which, we fee great Magazines of Ammuni-
tion and Provifions. There are fix Churches in the
High City: The Cathedral confifts of a Bithop,
and twelve Prebendaries, who live in common in
the Chapter-Houfe, the Magnificence and Archi-
tecture of which is truly wonderful. Thefe poor
Priefts are a very good fort of People ; they con-
tent themfelves with bare Neceffaries, and meddle
with nothing but the Affairs of the Church, where
the Service is perform’d after the Roman way, The
fecond Church is that of the Jefuits, which ftands
in the Center of the City ; and is a fair, ftately,
and well lighted Edifice. The great Altar of the Je-
fuits Church, is adorn’d with four great Cylindrical
Columns of one Stone ; the Stone being a fort of
Canada Porphyry, and black as Jer, without either
Spots or Vecins. Thefe Fathers have very conve-
nientand large Apartments, beautify’d with pleas
fant Gardens, and feveral Rows of Trees, which
are fo thick and bufhy, that in Summer one might
take their Walks for an Ice-Houfe: And indeed
we may fay withouc ftretching, that there 1s Ice
not far from ’em, for the good Fathers are never
without a Refervein two or three Places, for the
cooling of their Drink. Their College is fo fmally
that at the beft they have fcarce fifty Scholars at a
Time. The third Church is that of the Recolleéts,
who, through the Interceffion of Count Frontenac,
obtain’d Leave of the King to build a little Cha-
pel (which I call a Church ;) notwithftanding the
Remonftrances of Mr. d¢ Laval our Bithop, who,
in Concert with the Jefuits, us’d his utmoft Efforts
for ten Years together to hinder it. Before the

building

3




14 Some INeaw Voyages
building of this Chapel, they liv’dina lictle Ho-
foital that the Bifhop had order’d to be built for
em; and fome of em continue there fitll. The
fourth Church is that of the Urfelines, which has
been burn’d down two or three times, and ftill re-
built to Advantage. The fifth is that of the
Hofpital-Order, who take a particular Care of the
| Sick, tho’ themfelvesare poor, and but 1lllodg’d.
{ The Sovereign Council is held at Que-
t see the  bec. It confifts of twelve Counfellors of
;f.ng‘;‘””"” + Capaly de Jpada, who are the fupream
e Judicature, and decide all Caufes with-
out Appeal. The Intendant claims a Rightof be-
ing Prefident to the Council 5 but in the Juftice-
Hall the Governor-General places himfelf fo as
to face him, the Judges being fet on both Sides of
them ; fo that one would think they are both Pre-
fidents. While Monfieur de Frontenac was in Ca-
nada, he laugh’d at the pretended Precedency of
the Intendants ; nay, he ufed the Members of that
Affembly as roughly as Cromwell did the Parlia-
ment of England. At this Court every one pleads
his own Caufe, for Sollicitors or Barrifters never
appear there ; by which means it comes to pafs,
that Law-Suits are quickly brought to a Period,
without demanding Court Fees or any other
Charges from the contending Parties. The Judges,
who have but four hundred Livresa Year from
the King, have a Difpenfation of not vearing the
Robe and the Cap. Befides this Tribunal, we
have in this Country a Lieutenant-General; both
Civil and Military, an Arttorney-General, the
Great Provoft, and a Chief Juftice in Eyre,

The way of travelling in the Winter, whether
in Town or Country, is that of Sledges drawn by
Horfes ; who are {o infenf{ible of the Cold, that
I have feen fifty or fixty of em in Fannary and Fes
bruary ftand in the Snow up to their Breaft, in the

3
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midft of a Wood, without ever offering to go near
their Owner’s Houfe. In the Winter-time they
travel from Quebec to Monreal upon the Ice, the
River being then frozen over ; and upon thatOc-
cafion thefe Sledges will run you fifteen Leaguesa
Day. Others have their Sledges drawn by twe
Maftiff Dogs, ‘but then they are longer by the
\Vay. As for their way of tra <.'g]}ing in Summet %
I thall tranfmit youan Accountofit, when T come
to be better inform’d. I am told that the People
of this Country will go a thoufand Leagues in
Canoes of Bark ; a Defcription of which you may
expect, as foon as I have made ufe of ’em. The
EalterlyWinds prevail here commonly in theSpring
and Autumn; and the Wetterly have the Afcen-
dant in Winter and Summer. Adieu, Sir: I muit
now make an end of my Letter, for my Matter
begins to run thort. All I can fay, is, that as foon
as I am better inftruted in what relates to the
Commerce, and the Civil and Ecclefiaftical Go-
vernment of the Country, I’ll tranfmit you fuch
exalt Memoirs of the fame, as thall give you full
Satisfaction. Thefe you may expect with the firft
Opportunity ; forin all Appearance our Troops
will return after the Conclufion of the Campaign
that we are now going to make in the Country of
the Jfroguefe, under the Command of M: nfieur dz
la Barre. In feven or eight Days time I mean to

imbark for Monreal; and in the
going to make a Progrefs tothe Vi
of Saut de la Chaudiere
inhabited by the Aben nd
Places are not above three or ir Leagues off;
fo that I may return with Eafe next Week. As
for the Manners of the People, I cannot pretend
to defcribe ?em fo foon; for a juft Obfervation
and Knowledge of the{ things cannot be com-

pals’d without Time, I have been this Winter ar

and o
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‘hunting with thirty or forty young Algonkins, who
were well-made clever Fellows. My Defign in
accompanying them, was, to learn their Lan-
guage, which is mighuly efteem’d in this Coun-
try ; for all the other Nations for a thoufand
Leagues round (excepting the Iroguefe and the
Hurons) underftand it perfeétly well 5 fay, all
their refpective Tongues come as near to this, as
the Poriuguefe does to the Spanifb. 1 have already
made my-felf Mafter of fome Words with a great
deal of Facility 5 and they being mighrily pleafed
in feeing a Stranger ftudy their Tongue, take alf
imaginable Pains to inftruét me. Iam,

5 IR,
Yours, &c.

e TTER Y
Dated at Monreal, June 14. 1684.

Containing a brief Defcription of the Habitation?
of the Savages in the Neighbourbeod of Que-
bec: Of the River of St. Lawrence, &c. as
Jfar up as Monreal : Of a curious way of fifb-
ing Eels; and of the Cities of Trois Rivieres

and Monreal: Together with an

* Coureurs de Aecount of the Conduét of the * Fo-

Bois. Seethe Ex-

plication Tuble. 7€/t Rangers or Pedlars.

§ I R,
Efore my Departure from Quebec, 1vifited the
adjacent Villages inhabited by the Savages:
The Village of Loreteis peopled by two hundred
~ Families
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milies of Hurons, who were converted to Chriftia=
nity by the Jefuits, though with a great deal of
Reluctancy. The Villages of Sillery, and of Saut de
‘a Chaudiere, are compos’d of three hundred Pami-
lies of Abenakis, who are likewife Chriftians, and
among whom the Jefuits have fettled Mifionaries.
I return’d o Queber time enough, and imbarqued
under the Conduct of a Mafter, that would rather
have had a Lading of Goods, than of Soldiers. The
North-Eaft Winds wafted usin fiveor fix daysto Ziois
Riwvieres, which is the Name of a fmall City, feated at
the diflance of thirty Leagues fromhence, 'That City
derives its Name from three Rivers, that {pring from
one Channel, and after continuing their Divifion for
fome Space, re-unite into a joint Stream, that falls in=
to the River of St. Laurence, about half a quarter of a
Ieague below the Town. Had we fail’d all Night, the
'T'ides would have carry’d us thither in twoDays time;
but in regard that the River is full of Rocks and
Shelves, we durft not venture upon it in the dark ; fo,
we came to an Anchorevery Night, which did not at
all difpleate me ; for in the courte of thirty Leagues,
(notwithftanding the Darknefs of the Night) it gave
me an Opportunity of viewing an infinite number
of Habitations on each Side of the River, which are
not above a Musket-Shot diftant one from another,
The Inhabitants that are fettled between Quebec
and fifteen Leagues higher, diverted me very agree=
ably with' the fithing of Eels. At low Water
they ftretch out Hurdles to the loweft Waters
Mark ; and that Space of Ground being then dry
by the Retreat of the Water, is cover'd over, and
fhut up by the Hurdles. Betrween the Hurdles they
place at certain Diftances Inftruments call’d Raucbes,
from the Refemblance they bear to a Bee-hive j be=
fides Baskets and little Nets belag’d upon a Pole,
which they call Bouteux, and Bouts de Quievres. ‘Then
they let all ftand in this fathion for three Months in

C the




Autumn. Now as of-
\ the Eels looking out for
nd making towards the Shoar, croud

les, which hinder ’em afterwards
bb-water ; upon that they are
{elves in the abovepmentioned

tacmi

E iich are fometimes {o over-cram’d, that
they When ’tis low Water, the Inhabitants
take out thefe Eels, which are cerrainly the biggeft,
and thelongeft in t'i . World. 'They falt t them upin
Barrels, where they’ll keep a whole Year \mmnnt

eed the 'y give an adm: irable Relifh
s ; nay, there’s nomnm that the Coun-
¢ defires more, than that this Fifhery
qually | sientiful i in all Y ars.

is Rivieres isalittle paltey T own, feated in the
Iatitude of forty-fix Dwmgs ’tis not fortified
neither with Stone, nor Pales. fhe River to which
it owes its Name, talxes 11:3 Rife an hundred ILeagues
to the North-W c‘“t from the greateft Ridge of \Toun-
tains in the Univ (rie 'Ihe A{go;z RiNS s who are at
}‘rc“m an Erratick unrt of Savages, and, like the
Arabs, have no fertled Abode ; that People, I fay,
feldom ftraggle far from the Banks of this River,

upon which they have excclient Beaver-hunting. In
former times the Jroguefe cut off three fourths of that
Nation ; but they have not dar’d to renew their In-
cur{ions, fince the French have peopled the Coun-
tries that lie higher up upon the River of St. Lau-
rence, 1call’d Trois Ravieres a little 'Town,with refe-
rence to the Paucity of the Inhabitants; though at
the fame time they are very rich, and ]we in ihtdy
Houfées. 'The King has made it the Refidence of
a Governor, who would die for Hunger, if he
did not trade with the Natives for Beavers, when
his fmall Allowance is out : Befides, a Man that
would live :hcr"‘.. *nu'ﬁ‘“ be of the like Temper with
a DOu, or at leaft he muft take Pleafure in mmtch-«
ing
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ing his Skin, for the Fleas are there more nume*
rous than the Grains of Sand I am inform’d, that
the Nﬂ.tivm of this Pl 1ake the beft Soldiers in
the Countr

Three 1 eagues higher we enter’d St Peter’s Lake,
which is fix Leagues long, and had Diffict ey cnouﬁh
in croffing it ; for the nt C >’d us to
caft Ancimr feveral times. It receives three of
four Rivers that abound with Fith ; upon the
Mouth of which, I defcry’d with my 'Telefcope
very .'::1(: Houfes. 'T'owards the E*"-Jcnnw we fail’d
out of that Lake with a frefl (;‘Jc; and
though we hoifted up all our Sails (.L:‘. ent run
fo ftrong againft us, that L as three Hat‘.:‘s before
we could make Scre! which was two {mall Leagues
off. Sorel is a Canton of four. Leagues in Front,
in the Neighbourhood of which, a certain River
conveys the Waters of Champlzin Lake, to the Ris
ver of St. Laurence, after having form’d a Water-fall
o fruo eagues at Chambli. 'Though we reckon but
eight Leagues from Sorel to Monreal, yet we fpent
three Dd\s in {ailing between ’Cm by reafon partly
of flack Winds, and partly of the Strength of the
Currents.  In this Courfe we {aw nothing but
Iflands ; and both'Sides of the River all nl%ﬁ from
Duebec m this Place, are{o replenifh’d witli Ixm_;b,—
tdnL’S, that one may jultly call’em two continued
Villages of fixty Leagues in Iength.

This Place, which goes by the Name of Viilemarie,
or Monreal, lies in the Latitude of forty five De=
grees, and {fome Minutes; being feated in an Ifland
ofthe fame Name, which i muuuw ﬁu I.eagus broad;

aed fourteen Leagues long: Tt

ail

r.  The Directors of the
Seminary of St. .S‘Mp“ /i15 at )_:r-’a‘ are fhf‘ Proprietors
of the Ifland andh'-vc:' c¢Nomi natmrmial’:mh{? and
feveral other Magiftrates ; nay, in former Times thev
had the Privilege of nomin' ting a Governor. ‘This
little ‘Town lies all open without any Fortification

Fl’llf""

s-.‘
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either of Stone or Wood : But its Situation is fo ad-
vantageous, notwith{tanding that it {tands upon an
uneven and fandy Ground, that it might eafily be
made an impregnable Poft. ‘The River of St. Laa-
rence, which runs juft by the Houfes, on one Side
of this Town, is net navigable further, by Reafon
of its Rapidity ; for about half a Quarter of a

League higher, ’tis full of rapid Falls, Eddies, &e.

Mr. Perot the Governor of the Town, who has

but a thoufand Crowns a Year Salary ; has made

fhift to get fifty thoufand in a few Years, by tra-

ding with the Savages in Skins and Furs. The

Jailiff of the Town gets but little by his Place,

fnio more than his Officers : So that the Merchants
are the only Perfons that make Money here;

for the Savages that frequent the great Lakes of
Canada, come down hither almoft every Year with
a prodigious Quantity of Beavers Skins, to be given
in Exchange for Arms, Kettles, Axes, Knives,
and a Thoufand fuch Things, upon which the Mer-
chants clear two hundred per Cent. Commonly the
Governor-General comes hither about the Time of
their coming down, in order to fhare the Profir,
and receive Prefents from that People. 'The Ped-
lers cal’d Coureurs de Bois, export from hence every
Year feveral Canows full of Merchandife, which
they difpofe of among all the Savage Nations of the
Continent, by way of Exchange for Beaver
Skins, Seven or eight Days ago, I faw twenty five
or thirty of thefe Canows return with heavy Car-
goes ; each Canow was manag’d by two er three
Men, and carry’d twenty hundred Weight, 7. e. for-
ty Packs of Beaver Skins, which are worth and hun-
dred Crowns a piece. Thefe Canows had been a
Year and cighteen Months out. You would be
amaz’d if you faw how lewd thefe Pedlers are when
they return ; how they feaft and game, and how
prodigal they are, not only in their Cloaths, but
S upon
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upon Women. Such of’em as are married, have
the Wifdom to retire to their own Houfes; but the
Batchelors ac juft as our Eaft- India- Men, and Pi-
rates are wont to do ; for they lavifh, eat, drink,
and play all away as long as the Goods hold out ;
and when thefe are gone, they €’en fell their Em-
broidery, their Lace, and their Cloaths. This done,
they are forc’d to go upon a new Voyage for
Subfiftance.

The Dire®ors of the Seminary of St. Sulpitins,
take care to {fend Miffionaries hither from Time to
Time, who live under the Direétion of a Supzrior,
that is very much refpected in the Country. ‘They
have Apartments allotted for ’em in a ftarely, grear,
and pleafant Houfe, built of Free-ftone. This
Houfe is built after the Model of that of St. Su/~
pice at Paris ; and the Altar ftands by itfelf, juft
like that at Paris. ‘Their Seignoriesor Cantonsthat
lie on the South-fide of the Ifland, produce a con-
fiderable Revenue ; for the Plantations are good,
and the Inhabitantsare rich in Corn, Cattle, Fowl,
and a thoufand other Commodities, for which they
find a Mercat in the City : But the North Part of
the Ifland lies wafte. Thefe Direors would never
fuffer the Jefuits. or Recolleds to difplay their
Banners here ; though ’tis conje@ur’d, that at the
long run they’ll be forc’d to confent to it. - At the
Diftance of a Leaguc from the Town, I {aw at the
Foot of a Mountain, a Plantation of Jrogue/e Chri-
ftians, who are inftruéted by two Priefts of the Or-
der of Sulpitius ; and I'm inform’d of a larger and
more populous Plantation on t’other Side of the Ri=
ver, at the Diftance of two Leagues from hence,
which is took Care of by Father Bruyas the Jefuit.
I hope to fet out from hence, as foon as Mr. de ia
Barre receives Advice from France ; for he defignsto
leave Quebec upon the Arrival of the firft Ship. I
refolve to go to Fort Fromtenac, upon the Lake that

C 3 goes
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goes by the fame Name. If1 may credit thofe who
have been formerly in Acion againft the Iroquefe,
I fhall be able upon my Return from this Campaign,
to inform you of fome Things that will {feem as
firange to you, as they will be dilagre able to my-
felf. 1am,

5T TR %
Dated at Monreal, June 18, 1684,

T which is contain'd a fhort Account of the Tro-
quefe, with a View of the War and Peace they
made with the French, and of the Means by
which it was brought about,

S IR,
Wrote to you but four Days ago, and did not think
to have heard from you {o {oon ; but this Morn-
ing 1 met with a very agrecable Surprifal, in receive-
ing a Packet addrefs’d to me by your Brother, You
may be fure I was infinitely well pleas’d, in being
given to underftand what haspafs’d in Europe fince |
left it. The Knowledge of the Affairs of Europe is
comfortable to one that’s doom’d to another World,
fuch as thisis, and I cannot but acknowledge my-
- feIf infinitely indebted to you, for the Exaétnefs of
your Intelligence. Inafmuch as you require of
me an Account of the Iroguefe, and would have me
to prefent you with a jult View of their Temper
and ‘Government ; 1 would willingly fatisfy and
oblige you in that, or any other Point: But in Re-
‘ gard

\




not unlike thofe of the

tons are all of one Nacion, int
Intereft, yet they go by different Names, viz. the
ij'f=::v?2rafr4i”, the Goyogoans, the Ounnotagues, the

4

Onmnoyouts, and the Agnies.

w T 119 7
,hen Languag

}'"ilm- ; and the fiy
they live I.c at t_}:z:

from .m(,rhv' being all feated
of the Lake of Onzario, or of Fr
the five Cantons fend Deputies
on Feaft, and to {moak in the
of the five Nations. Each Village or
tains about fourteen thoufand I
bear Arms, 2000 Superannuated
mern, 2000 Maids, and 4000 Children: Tho’ indeec
{fome will tcil you, that eacl g
10000 Oor 11000 Souls, There hasbeen a
of long ftanding between thefe Nations and the
I‘err;zfu, and by trading in Furrs to New-7ork, they
are fupply’d b‘* the f‘:s'z_' b-with Arms, Ammuni-
tion, and all other Neceffuaries, ata cheaper rate than

the French can aford ‘em at. 'T'hey have no other
Lonﬁderatmn for Engiland or-France, t%‘nn what de-
i nmao-

ends upon the Occafion they have for the Cor
es of thefe two Nations; thongh after all they
C 3 Fioa
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give an Over-purchafe ; for they pay for them four
times more than they are worth. They langh at
the Menaces of our Kings and Governors, for they
have no Netion of Dependance, nay, the very Word
is to them infupportable. 'They look upon them-
{elves as Sovereigns, accountable to none but God
alone, whom they call Z%e great Spirit. ‘They wa-
ged War with us almoft always, from the firft Set-
tlement of our Colonies in Canada,to the firft Years
of the Count of Frontenac’sGovernment.  Meffieurs
de Conrfelles, and de Traci, both of ’em Governors-
General, made Head againft the guiés upon the
Champlain Lake, in Winter as well as in Sum-
mer ; but they could not boaft of any great Suc-
cefs. 'They only burnt their Villages, and carry’d
off fome hundred of their Children, of whom the
above-mention’d Iorgrefe Chriftians are{prung. ’Tis
true, they cut off ninety or an hundred Warriors;
but in Compenfation for that, {feveral Canadans, and
{everal Soldiers of the Regiment of Carignan, being
unprovided againft the unfofferable Cold of the Cli-
mate, loft their Limbs, and even their Life it {elf,
Count Frontenac who {ucceeded Mr. Cour/elle, per=
ceiving that the Barbarians had the Advantage of the
Europeans, as to the waging of War in that Coun-
try ; upon this Apprehenfion, I {ay, he declin’d {uch
fruitlefs Expeditions, which were very chargeable to
the King, and us'd all his Efforts to difpofe the Sa-
vages to a fincere and lafting Peace. 'This judicie
ous Governor had three things in view; The firft
was to incourage the greateft part of the French In-
habitants, who would have abdicated the Colony,
and return’d to Frauce, if the War had continued.
His {econd Topick was, that the Conclufion of a
Peace would difpofe an Infinity of People to mar=
Ty, and to grub up the 'Trees, upon which the Co-
lony would be better peopled and inlarg’d. 'The
third Argument that diffuaded him from carrying

on
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on the War, wasa Defign of purfuing the Difcovery
of the Lakes, and of the Savages that live upon
their Banks, in order to fettle a Commerce with
’em, and at the fame time to ingage them in our
Interefts, by good Alliances, in cafe of a Rupture
with the Jroguefe. Upon the Confideration of thefe
Reafons, he fent fome Canadans by way of a formal
Embafly to the froguefe Villages, in order to
acquaint them, that the King being inform’d that a
groundlefs War was carry’d on againft them, had
fent him from France to make Peace with ’em. At
the {fame time the Ambaffadors had Orders to ftipu-
late all the Advantages they could obtain with refe-
rence to the Commerce. 'The Iroguefc heard this
Propofal with a great deal of Satisfadtion; for
Charles 11. King of England, had order’d his Gover-
nor in New-York to reprefent to ’em, that if they
continu’d to wage War with the French, they were
ruin’d, and that they would find themfelves crufh’d
by the numerous Forces that were ready to fail
from Fraunce. In effet, they promis’d to the Am-
bafiadors that four hundred of their Number fhould
meet Count Froutenac, attended by an equal Number
of his Men, at the Place where Fort Frontennac now
ftands. Accordingly, fome Months after, both the
one and the other met at the Place appointed, and
fo a Peace was concluded. Mr. de Ja Salle was very
ferviceable to this Governor, in giving him good
and feafonable Advices, which I cannot now enter
upon, being oblig’d to make fome Preparations for
my Voyage. When the Campaign is over, you may
expect to hear from me. In the mean time,

I am,
S TR,

Lours, &c.

S e




Dated at Mopreal, Fune 20, 1684.

Being an ample Defcription of  the Canvews made
of Birch-bark, in which the Canadans per-
Jorm all their Foyages 5 with an Account of
the Manner in which they are made aud wmds
#ag’d.

SR

Thought tohave fet out asthis Day ; but in Regard

that our Complement of great Canows is not
yet brought up, our Voyage is put off for two
Days. Having {o much Leifure-time upon my Hands,
I have a Mind to imploy it in prefenting you with a
fhort View of thefe flender Contrivances in which
the Canadans perform all their Voyages: And this
will furnith you with an Jdez of the Voiture of this
Country. I faw but now above an hundred Ga-
nows, {ome great and fome little ; but confidering
that the former are only proper for Martial Expedi-
tions, and long Voyages, I fhall confine my De-
fcription to that fort. Even the great ones are
of different Sizes; for .they run from ten to
twenty eight Foot long. Indeed the leaft of all
hold but two Perfons fet upon their Breech, as in
a Coffin ;and areapt to overiet,ifthe Paflengers move
to one Side or t'other: But thofe of a larger Size will
eafily afford Stowage for fourteen Perfons ; tho’ they
are commonly mann’d only with three Men, when
they are imploy’d in tranfporting Provifions and
Merchandize ; and even then they’ll carry twenty
hundred Weight. The largeft Sort are ‘fafe and
fteady,




¢ Larnnd |
carriage,

Pg#x'ﬁ‘?r: Fattrr
F boarrale {1‘3,’







fteady, when ade of the Bark of the
Birch-tree, whicl ff with hot Water in 1
Ninter time. 'The greateft Trees afford the be

Barks for Canows; but o{t?nt;mcs the Bark of one

Tree is not {ufficient. '!‘n‘ ]‘setrom of the Boat is

(

all of one Piece, to which the Sides are {o artfully
few'd by the Savages, nnt the whole Boat appears
as one continu’d Bark. They are trimm’d and

ftrengthen’d with Wicker Wreaths, and Ribs of Ce-
dar-Wood, which are almoft as light as Cork; the
Wreaths are as thick asa Crown- piece ; Lur the
Bark has the Thicknefs of two (_1'0'\'.-11: and the
Ribs are as thick as three. Onthe two w'u of the
Boat, there run from one End to the other two
prmmp“l Head-bars, in which the Ends of the
Ribs are inchas’d, and in which the Spars are made
faft, that run acrofs the Boat and keep it compact.
'Thefe Boats have twenty Inches in Depth, that

from the upper Edge to t'h, I’; itform of the Ribs;

their I,mgth extends to twve 7 eight ic“; and the
'Width at the middle Ribi uomwmd to be four Foot

and a half. 'They are very convenient upon the Ac-
count of their extream L sohtnnfs, and the drawing
of very little Water; but at the {ame time, their
brittle and tender Fabrick, is an Argument of an
equivalent Inconveniency ; i'eL thm. do but touch
or grate upon Stone or Sand, the Cracks of the Bark
fly open, upon which the Water gets in, and fpoils
the Prmlfom and Merchandize : Every Day there
is fome new Chink or Seam to be gamm’d over. At
Night they arealways unloaded, (h]G\,l‘"FICd on Shoar
where thw are made faft with Fem left the Wind
fhould bxow em away : For they are {o light that two
Men carry ’em upon their Shoulders with Eafe. This
(,onvcmency of L ightnefs and eafy C arriage, renders
’em very ferviceable in the Rivers of Cana o 7, which
are full of Cataraéts, Water-falls, and (,mrcnts

For inthefe Rivers we are oblig’d (.a.r 1€T to tr m‘,’nc

'.f-?
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"em over Land where fuch Obftruions happen, or
elfe to tow ’em along where the Current is not over-
rapid, and rhe Shoar is acceffible. 'Thefe Boats are
of no Ufe for the Navigation of Lakes; for the
Waves would {wallow ’em up, if they could not
reach the Shoar when a Wind arifes. ’Tis true the
Inhabitants venture in ’em for four or five Leagues
from one Ifland to another ; but then ’tis always in
calm Weather, and nothing ismade Ufe of but Oars;
for befides the Rifque of being over-fet, the Goods
arein Danger of being damag’d by the Water, efpe-
cially the Furs, which are the moft valuable Part
of the Cargoe. When the Seafon ferves, they carry
little Sails; but if the Wind be but a little brisk,
tho’ they run right afore it, ’tis impoffible to make
any Ufe of it without running the Rifque of Ship-
wreck. If their Courfe lies dire@ly South, they
cannot put up Sail without the Wind ftands at one
of the eight Points, between North-weft and North-
Eaft ; and if a Wind happens to fpring any where
elfe, Cuniefs it comes from the Land which they coaft
along) they are oblig’d to put in to the Shoar with
all poffible Expedition, and unload the Boat out of
hand, till fuch Time as a Calm retarns.

As for the working of thefe Boats, the Canow-
Men ply fometimes on their Knees, namely, when
they run down the imall Water-falls ; fometimes
ftanding, when they ftem a Current by fetting the
Boat along with Poles; and fometimes fitting,
viz. in {mooth and ftagnating Water. The Qars
they make ufe of are made of Maple-wood, and
their Form is reprefented in the annex’d Cut.
The Blade of the Oar is twenty Inches long, fix
Inches broad, and four Lines thick : The Handle is
about three Foot long, and as big as a Pigeons Egg.
When they bave Occafion to run up againft rapid
Currents, they make ufe of Poles made of Pine-
wood ; and the fetting of the Boat along with thefe,

is
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is what they call Piguer de fond. The Canows have
neither Stern nor Prow, for they run to a Point at
both Ends: Neither have they Keels, Nails or Pegs,
in the whole Structure. The Steerfman, or he who
Conns the Boat, rows without Interruption as well
as the reft. 'The common Purchafe of fuch a Boat
is eighty Crowns ;5 but it does not lait above five or
fix Years.

This Day 1 have receiv’d Advice, that Mr. de 72
Barre has rais’d the Militia in the Neighbourhood of
Quebec, and that the Governor of this Ifland hasre-
ceiv’d Orders to have that of the adjacent Cantons in
Readinefs to march. 1 am,

S IR,
Yours, &ec.

PR L e g R R B
Dated at Monreal, Nov. 2, 1684.

Defcribing the Courfeof the River of St. Lawrence,
from Monreal to the firft great Lake of Cana-
da; withthe Water-falls, Catarafts, and Navi-
gotion of that River : As alfo Fort Frontenac,
and the Advantages that accrue from it. To-
gether with a circumflantial Account of the
Expedition of Mr. de la Barre, the Governor-
General againf? the Iroquefe ; the Speeches be
made, the Replies he receiv'd, and the final
Accommodation of the Differeuce.

SR

Hank God I have finifh’d this Campaign, and
I'am now return’d in Safety to this Place. To
prefent you with the Hiftory of ‘our Campaign, be

pleasd
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pleas’d to know that in two or three Days after thé
Date of my laft, Iimbarqu’d on board of a Ca=
now that was work’d by three expert Canow Men.
Every Canow contain’d two Soldiers; and we all
row’d up againft the Current of the River till we
arriv’d at Sawt de St. Louis, about three Leagues
above this Town, which is a little Water-fall, but
fo rapid that our Watermen were forc'd to ftand
in the Water up to their Middle, in order to drag
the Canows againft the Stream for half a quarter
of a League. We reimbarqu’d above this Pafs, and
row’d about twelve Leagues up the River, and thro’
the Lake of St. Lowis, till we arriv’d at a Place call'd
the Cafcades, where we were forc’d to turn out and
carry our Boats and Baggage over Land, about half
a quarter of a League. ’Tis true, we might have
tow’d our Boats againft the Stream in this Place
with fome Labour; but there was a Cataract a little
above it, which they call le Cataralte du Trou. 1
had taken up a Notion that the only Difficulty of
failing up the River, confifted inthe Trouble of
Land-carriage: but when I came to be a Spectator
of the Matter, I found that the Stemming of the
Currents whether in towing of the Canows, or in
fetting them along with Poles, was equally labori-
ous. About five or fix Leagues higher we came to
the Water-falls call’d Sauts des Cedres, and du Buif-
Jou, where we were forc’d to tranfport our Boats
five hundred paces over Land. Some Leagues above
that, we enter’d the Lake of St. Fraucis, which is
faid to be twenty Leagues in Circumference ; and
having crofs'd it, met with as ftrong Currents as
before, particularly at a Fall call’d Long Saut, where
we had recourfe to Land-carriage for half a League.
Then we were forc’d to drag up the Boats againft
the rapid Stream ; and after a great deal of Fatigue
came at laft to a Pafs call’d /z Galete, from whence
we had but twenty Leagues failing to Fort Fronte=
nac.
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nac. 'This Pafs was the laft Difficulty we had to
furmount; for above it the Water was as ftill
that of a Pool, and then our Watermen ply’d with
their Oars inftead of Poles.

The Maringounins, which we call Midges, are un-
fufferably troublefome i 'J :‘H the Countrie 5 of Cana-
da. We were haunted with fuch Clouds of “em, that
we thought to be eat up; L:nd fmoaking being the
only Artifice that could keep ’em off; the Remedy
was worfe than the Difeafe: In the Night-time the
People fhelter themfelves from ’em in Bowers or
Axbnur_, made after the following Manner. 'They
drive into the Ground Stakes or little Branches of
Trees, at a certain Diftance one from another, {o
as to form a femicircular Figure; in which they put
a Quilt and Bedcloaths, covering it above with a
large Sheet that falls down to the Ground on all fides,
and {o hinders the Infeéts to enter.

We landed at Fort Froutenac after twenty Days
failing ; and immediately upon our Arrival, Mr.
Duta our Commander in chief, view'd the Fortifi-
cations of the Place, and three large Barques that
lay at/ Anchor in the Port. We repair’d the Fortifi-
cations in a very little time, and fitted up the three
Barques. This Fort was a Square, confifting of large
Curtains flanked with four little Baftions; thefe
Flanks had but two Battlements, and the '\'\"al,a were
fo low, that one might cahl; Llnmh upon ’em with=
out a I,ac‘d er. After Mr. de ia Salle concluded the
Peace withthe [mguc/c the King beftow’d upon him
and his Heirs the Property of this Place; but he
was fo negligent, that inftead of mehmw himfelf
by the (u.nm@n,e it might have I‘?’!‘Ol"dtd he was
ronﬁdcmb]y out of Pocket upon it. To my Mind
this Fort is ficuated very advantageoufly for a Trade
with the five Iroguefe Nations: For their Villages Iye
in the Neighbourhood of the Lake, upon which
they may tranfport their Furs in Canows with more

Eafe

i LA TN
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Eafe, than they can carry ‘em over Land to News
2ork. In time of War I take it to be indefenfible
for the Cataraéts and Currents of the River are fuch,
that fifty Irogue/e may there {top five hundred French,
without any other Arms but Stones. Do but cons
fider, Sir, that for twenty Leagues together the
River is {o rapid, that we dare not {et the Canow
four Paces off the Shoar ; Befides Canada being no=
thing but a Foreft, as I intimated above, ’tis im-
poflible to travel there without falling every Foot
into Ambufcades, efpecially upon the Banks of this
River, which are lin’d with thick Woods, that ren-
der “em inacceflible. None but the Savages can skip
from Rock to Rock, and {cour thro’ the Thickets, as
if twere an open Field. If we were capable of fuch
Adventures, we might march five or fix hundred
Men by Land to guard the Canows that carry the
Provifions; but at the fame time ’tis to be con=
fider’d, that before they arriv’d at the Fort, they
would confume more Provifions than the Canows
can carry ; not to mention that the Jroguefe would
ftill out-number ’em.  As to the Particulars relating
to the Fort, 1 fhall take notice of ’em when I come
to give a general Deifcription of New-France.

While we continued at Fort Frantenac, the Iroquefe
who live at Ganeonffe and Quente, at the diftance of
feven or eight Leagues from thence, threw in upon
us Harts, Roe-bucks, Turkeys and Fith; in Ex-
change for Needles, Knives, Powder and Ball. To«
wards the End of Auguft Mr. de la Barre join’d us;
but he was dangeroufly ill of a Fever, which
rag’d in like manner among moft of his Militia
{fo that only our three Companies were free from
Sicknefs. This Fever was of the intermitting
kind; and the convulfive Motions, Tremblings,
and Frequency of the Pulfe that attended the cold
Fit, were fo violent, that moft of our fick Men
dy’d in the fecond or third Fit. 'Their Blood wa?

o



of a blackith brown Colour, an d tainted with 2 {for

of x:_‘lmv:m] Si;ru:‘n, not unlike Pus or corrupt Viat.
ter. Mr.de la Barre’s P h} fician, wh 0 in my O pinion
:

knew as little of the true Caufe
ates or Galen : 1
this mighty Phyfi
the Caufe of the Fever I now
to the unfavourable Qualiti
Aliment. His Plea v
the Seafon, put the V:
over-rapid Motion ; th:xt the Air was o oy 7er-rare-
fy’d, that we did not fuck in a fufficier it Quanti t} of
it ; that the fmall Qtt:mr’{:\.' we did load-
ed with Infedts and impure Corpufculum’s, which
the fatal N piration oblig d us to {wal-
low; and that by this means Nature was put into
Diforder: He ;:JC&:C!; that the Ufe of Brandy and
falt Meat fowr’d the Blood ; that this Sowrnefs
occafion’d a fort of Co
Blood ; that the C""f
thro’ the Heart with a due }Amw of i,_,cu
that thereupon there infued an ey ordinary Fer-
mentation, which is nothing elfe b ut a Pc er. But
after all, to my mind this Gentl eman’s Syftem was
too mud] upon the Jroguefe Strain ; for at that rate
the D‘ifcmpu muft have feiz’d all w%r.’muc Diftine<
tion, whereas €rs nor the Seafon’d
ans were troubled with :r; for it t raged m}]\,
g the '\111553} who being unacquainted with the
Way of fetting the Boats with }_\.‘\n, were iwcd
at every turn to get into the Water and drag ‘em
up againft the rapid Stream: Now, the Waters of
that Country IM..x naturally cold, and the Heat
being exceflive, the Blood might m'mupon freeze
by w 3) of Antiperifiafis, and To occafion the Fever
I1p o,, puriuant to the common Maxim, Om-
7" -'.* pc,z[ na mutatio efft periculvfa, i. e, Al [udden
C/ ranges aré of Fdan gprcus Confeguence,

D ')\ 8
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As{oon as Mr. de 72 Barre recover’d, he imbarqu’d
in order to continue his March ; tho’ he might have
eafily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen
Days at that Fort, when the Seafon was fo far ad-
vanc’d, he could not pretend to compafs the End of
his Expedition. We row’d Night and Day, the
Weather being very calm, and in five or fix Days
came before the River of  Famine, where we were
forc’d to put in upon the Apprehenfion of a Storm.
Here we met with a Canow that Mr. Dulbut had
fent from Miffilimakinac, with Advice, that puriu-
ant to Orders he had engag’d the Hurons, Outaoua’sy
and fome other People, to join his Arm5 ; in which

he had above two hundred brave

: eurs * Poreft Rangers. Thefe News were
e ¢ yvery acceptable to Mr. de Ja Barre;
Table. . J . 3

but at h: fame time he was very

much perplex’d; for I'm puﬁ.dac i he repented
oftner than once, of his entring upon an L\pcdl-
¢ion that he forefaw would prove fucceflefs ; and
to aggravate the Danger of his Enterprize, the Ire-
qguefe “had at that time an Oppor tnnm to fall upon
us. In fine, after a mature (n ,M\ ration of the
(..lf)l"ifi’li""‘ es | of the Difficulties that {tood in
A *)e‘}f;fa; the Canow to i\ ir. Dulbut,

the Way,
with Orders to - difinifs the F mhih Rangers ana Sava-
ges immediately, where-ever he was, and by all
means to avoid the approaching to his rroops By
good luck Mr. Dzlbut had not yet reach’d Niagara,
when he receiv’d thefe Orders ; with which the Sa-
vages that accompany’d him were fo diffatisficd,
that they threw out all manner of Invectives arramft
the French Nation.

As {oon as Mr. de Iz Barre had difpatch’d this
Canow, hefent Mr. /e Moine to the Viilage of the
Ounnoutagues, which h) about eighteen Leagues up
the River. lh is Mr. /e Moine was a Gentleman o
Normandy, and highly cfteem’d by the Froguefe, “1?3

ca
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call'd him Akoueffan, i. c. the Partri dge. His Orders
were, to cndcn‘nrn‘ by '\’l means -to bring along
with I 1im fome of the Old-ftanders of that Nation 3
and riuolz.m‘*l\' {".‘ return’d a" a few D: ays, accome-
pany’d with one of their moft confider .._,I(. Gran-
dees, who Had a Train of *‘**tt» young W
and was mmnumfn d by the Title of the f,, anguia,
As {oon ltsu- deb arqued; Mr. de Ja Barre fent } him
a Prefent of Bread and Wine, and of thirty Sal-
mon-Trouts, which they fith d in that Placein {uch
Plcnt\ that t! ey brought up a hundred at one Caft
of a *\LL: At the fame time he gave the Grandee
to underftand, that he congratulated Ina Arrival,
and would be f*]n_; to have an [nterview with ht:ta
after he had refted him{elf for {fome L.j}'s. You
mt uft know that he had us’d the Precaution of fend-=
ing the Sick b ick to the Cn]onv that the Troguefz
snsg‘ t not perceive the Weak nms m his Forces ; and

arriors;

to favour the Statagem, Mr. Je Moine reprefented to
the Grangula, that the Body of the Army was left
behind at Fort f“-'rct-,‘.ff:;‘:.v, and that the Iroopa he
faw in our Camp, where the General’s Guards. But
Jnh'mp?I ' one of the fro guefe that had a Smattering
of the French To 1gue, havir g ftroul’d in the Night<
time towards our Tents, over-heatd what we ind
and fo reveal'd the Sectet. 'T'wo Days after theif
nrn;;J, the Gr. gave notice to Mr. de la Barre
that he was ready Interview ; and according=
ly an Hour being the whole (,ompmv
appcm"j as t‘*«" Fi i

The G
at the }i(mj of his :\.'_f‘r:, \'.'rth his Pip
and the great Calumer of Peace before him, He
was very attentive to the foll lowing Harangue, pro-
nmi'w 'd by our ]l]tclpltttl‘ ;- which you cannot
M: L‘l‘.“L“LdHG, without a prC\iom FYD”CM?O:’! of
the Calumet, and the Qoliers that it mentions.

1
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certain Stomnes,
or white. The
of the Calumet is eight Inches long, and the Mouth
or Head in which the Tobacco is lodg’d, is three

Tnches in length ; its Figure approaches to that of a
Hammer. 'The red Calumets are molt efteem’d.

The Savages make ufe of ’em for Negotiationsand
(o] o

State Affairs, and efpecially in Voyages; for when
thev have a Calumet in their Hand, they go where
they will in Safety. The Calumet is trimm’d with
yellow, white and green Feathers, and has the fame
efect among the Savages, that the Flag of Friend-
thip has amongft us; for to violate the Rights of
this venerable Pipe, is among them a flaming Crime,
that will draw down Mifchief upon their Nations.
As for the Coliers, they are certain Swathes of two
or three Foot in length, and fix Inches in br adth ;
being deck’d with lirtle Beads made of a certain fort
of shells that they find upon the Sea-fhoar, between
New-Tork and Virginia. 'Thefe Beads are round,
and as thick as a lictle Pea; but they are twice as
long as a Grain of Corn: Their Colour is either blue
or white; and they are bor’d thro’ juft like Pearl,
being ran after the fame manner upon Strings that
lye fideways one to another. = Without the Inter-
vention of thefe Coliers, there’s no Bufinefs t
negotiated with the Savages; for being
unacquainted with Writing, they mak
for Contracts and Obligations. 8
keep for an: Age the Culiers
from their Neighbo
Colier has its ‘peculiat

old Perfons, the Circumftances of t
Place in which they were deliver’d ; 1
Age isover, they are made ufe of for new
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Idr. de la Barre's Harangue, was to this Purpofe.

“ The King, my Mafter, being inform’d that
the five Iroquefc Nations have for a long Time
madeInfractions upon the Meafures of Peace, or-
der’'d me to come hither with a Guard, and to
fend Akoneffan to the Canton of the Onwota ues,
in order to an Interview with their principal Lea-
ders, in the Neighbourhood of my Camp. 'This
great Monarch means, that you and I fhould
imoak together in t Calumet of Peace,
ith the Provifo ge in the Name of
the Z/onnonto nsy Onnotagues, Onnoy=
outes, and Agnies, to make R eparation to his Sub-
jedks, and to be guiley of nothing for the future,
that 'may occafion a fatal Rupture.
¢ 'The Zfonnontonans, Goyogonans, Onnotagues, One=

o
7 . . 3 1
noyoutes and Agnies, have {trip’d, rob’d, and abus’d

)
the

that you

all the Foreft-Rangers, thatt
of Trade to the Country of

namis, and {everal other Nations, who ai
Mafter’s Children. Now this Ufage being in higi
Violation of the Treaties of Peace concluded with
my Predeceffor, I am commanded to demand Re-
paration, and at the fame time to declare, that
in cafe of their Refufal to comply with my De
nands, or of relapfing into the li
War is pofitively proclaim’d.

1

rELei1e
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This Colier makes wy Werds good.

¢ The Warriors of thefe five Nations have intro=
duc'd the Englifb to the Lakes, belonging to the
King my Maiter, and into the Country of thofe
Nations to whom my Mafter is a Pather: This
they have done with a Defign to ruin the Com-
merce of his Subjeéts, and to oblige thefe Nationsto
depart from their due Allegiance ; notwithftanding
the Remonftrances of the late Governor of New-

D 3 Tork




it both they
themfelves to. At pre-
. m wi ¢ thofe A&ions; but if
¢ ever you be g “-w m‘* ti":!.: like for the future, I

CVEL

¢ have cxprefs Orders to declare War

~ ¥ ~ 1
TYork, who faw thro the
and the '

Ihis Colier warrants my Wore

The {fame Warriors have made feveral barba-
€ yous Incurfions upon the Country of the J/linefe,
¢ and the Owumamis. 'They ‘1-1%' maflacred Men,
¢ Women, and { hild dren ; they mu‘ took, b')und
¢ 'U‘ﬂ carried off an infinite I\Ju. ber of thL Natives
$ tiwﬂc Countries, who thought themfelves fe-
[ 4
¢
<
[4

cure in their \1“‘?“511:1 time of Peace. Thefe
People are my \1 ifter’s Children, and therefore
{ | charw'

mufit hereat

Y

g

to T1Cil
’em home wi .‘zmut Delay ; for if the ﬁvc Nations
refufe to comply with this Der man nd, I have exprefs
Orders to dcclcue War.

This Colier makes my Hords gaod.

1', is all I had to fay to the Grangula, whom
ire to report to the five Nations, this Decla-
that my Mafter commanded me to make,
He wifhes they had not oblig’d him to
fend a potent Army to the Fort of * Ca-
taracony, in order to carry on a War
that will p?‘-"vc faral to them : And he

¢ will be very much troubled, if it fo falls out,
¢ thar this Fort, which 're a'Work of Peace, muftbe
ploy’d for_a Prifon to your Militia. ~Thefe
Mifchicfs ought to l.L prevented by mutual Endea-
vours: ‘The Freich who are the Brethren and
¢ Friends of the five Nations, will never difturb
their Repofe; 'pl'ﬁvidtd they make the Satisfac-
tion I now demand, and prove religious Ob ervers
of their T'reatics. I with my Words may pro-
' : : ' duce

u

o

.
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duce the defir’d Effeét; for if they do not, I am
oblig’d to join the Governor of New-2ork, who
¢ has Orders from the 1

g his Mafter, to aflift me
1 e | T rnd 1 5 o
to burn the five Villages, and cut you off,

T bis Colier confirms my Word.

While Mr. de la Barre’s Interpreter pronounc’d
this Harangue, the Granguia did nothine but Jook’d
1 : After the Speech was

¥ RO sy L Py
ipon the End of his P
- }
A\ 4

il >, and having took five or fix Turns
in the Ring that the French and the Savages made,
he return’d to his Place, and ftanding upright fpoke

after the following manner to the General, who fat
in his Chair of State.

“t+ Onnontio, 1 honour you, and all + This Ticle they

¢ the Warriors that accompany me do ”";‘”’“t’:!
¢ the fame: Your Interpreter hasmade ¢ Canads,
¢ an end of his Difcourfe, and now

¢ 1 come to begin mine. My Voice glides to your
¢ Ear, pray 1 to my Words.

[4

* Qunontio, in {etting out from Quebes, you muft
¢ needs have fancy’d that the feorching Beams of

¢ the Sun had burnt down the Forefts which render
“ our Country unacceflible to the French; or elfe

that the Inundations of the ILake had {urrounded
* our Cottages, and confin’d us as Prifoners. 'This
“ certainly was your Thought ; and it could be no-
= :

thing
¢ drown’d Country, that mov’d you to undertake
¢ a Journey hither. "But now you have an Oppor-
¢ tunity of being undeceiv’d, for I and my warlike

> but the Curiofity of {eeing a burnt or

¢ Retinue come to affure you, that the Zfonontou-
¢ ans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Oungyoutes and
$ zjg;::ies, are not yet dc[’[roy’d. I return you thanks
¢ in their Name, for bringing,into their Country
* the Calumet of Peace, that your Predeceflor re-
9

ceiv'd from their Hands. At the {fame time I
D4 ¢ con-
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s, in hav=
he bIoody
that has ‘L een {0 ofcn dy’d with
Blood of t the j rench. 1muft ell
my Eyes are

om1 . O unnntin
you, k,f,.»“.‘tztf:,

and the s the Light,
e e a clear View of a great Captain at the
i—le*d of a Troop cfuolr“tro who fpeaks as if he

were "vhcp. 1—.1-: pretends that he does not ap-

proach to this Lake with any other View, than
1 the (,,u otagues in the great Caly-
#la knows better things, he
) Ounontio mean’d to knock
’em on the Head, if the French A ms had not
been fo much weaken’d,
5 : the Onnontio ravesin a Camp of
ofe Lives the great Spirit has{av’d,
by vifiting them with Infirmities. Do you hcarJ
Omnnontio, our Women had cook up their Clubs;
L.nd the Children and the old Men, had vifited
our Ca amp w ith their Bows, and Al"ow\, if our
‘n arlike Men had not ftop’d and dw.‘rm d them,
when Akoreffan your Ambaflzdor appear’d before
my Village. But I have done, i’zi talk no ‘more
of that.
* You muft know, Owunontio, we have robb’d no
French J!Ic,, but thofe who fuppw d the Niincfe
and the Ounzamis (our Enemies) with I mbca, with
Powder, and with Ball: "*-‘1_ indeed we took
careof, becaufe fuch Arms migh

il fils:

I perceive

T
L

i

ave coft us our
Life. Our Condué in that P oint is of a Piece
with that of the Tefuits. who (Fave all the Barrels
with that of the Ii.mt , Who {tave all the Barrels
of Brandy that are brought tp our Cantons, left

the People getting drunk fhould knock t:‘Em in
the Head. Our Warriors have no Beavers to
give in Exchange forall the Arms s they take from

People, they do not think of bea

. A 3
i3 LLaling Arms,

This

the Freuch aidus for tha Old fuper ammated
s 2
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This Colier comprebends my Werd,

* We have conduéted the Engiifb to * They presend
our * Lakes, in order to traffick with j;’;f“ ;Zif:"]
the Outaouas, and the Hurons ; jutt as 7
the Algonkins conduéted the French to our five Can-
tons, in order to carry on a Commerce that the
Englifb lay claim to as their Right. We are born
Freemen, and have noDependance either upon the
Onmnontio or the + Corlar. We havea

Power to go where wepleafe, to con- 1t Corlar isshe
dué who we will to the Places were- . :e}o’rﬁ
fort to, and to buy and {fell where New-York.
we think fit. If your Allies are your

Slaves or Children, you may €en treat ’em as
fuch, and rob ’em of the Liberty of entertaining
any other Nation but your own,

This Colier contains my Word.

¢ We fell upon the Iilinefe and the Oumamis, be-
caufe they cut down the Trees of Peace that ferv’d
for Limits or Boundaries to our Frontiers, They
came to hunt Beavers upon our Lands; and con-
trary to the Cuftom of all the Sava-

ges, have carried off whole Stocks, +  # 4mong
both Male and Female. They have s e
: o 53 3 L ey ts 4 capital
ingag'd the Chaonanons in their Inte~ crivse 70 de-
reft, and entertain’d ’em in their froy all the
Country. 'They fupply’d ’em with Beszers of a
Fire-Arms, after the concerting of jl| S¢#ement.
Defigns againft us.  We have done

lefs than the Eng/ifi and the French, who without
any Right, have ufurp’d the Grounds they are
now poffefs’d of; and of which they have dif-
lodg’d feveral Nations, in order to make way for
their building of Cities, Villages and Forts.

gr?;ff
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Tbis Colier contains my Word.
“ 1give you to know, Onnontio, that my Voice
¢ is the Voice of the five Jro quefe Cantons. 'Thisis
¢ their Anfwer, pray incline your Ear, and liften
¢ to what they rnprcfent
¢ The Zfonontonans, Goyfrrzmns Onnotagues,
* Onne oyontes, and Aguies declare, that
* Interring the ¢ they interr’d ¥ the Axe at Cataracouy,
# ¢ in the Prefence of your I’zcdcceﬂbr
¢ in the very Center of the Fort ; and
g o] planted the Tree of Peace in t} he fame
o - m’?ﬁj’:;; ¢ Place, that it might be carefully pre-
o war. S fervid; that ’twas then flipulated,
: ¢ that the Fort fhould be us’d as aPlace
¢ of Retreat for Merchants,and not a Rcfuge for Sol-
¢ diers; and that inftead of Arms and Ammuni-
¢ tion, it fhould be made a Receptacle of only Bea-
2 ver-.Skms and Merchandize Goods. Be it known
f to you, Omnontio, that for the future you ought
¢ to take Care, that fo great a Number of Martial-
§ Men as I now fee, b“moﬂw'-t up in {o {mall a Fort,
¢ do not ftifle and ¢hoak the Tree of Peace. Since
¢ it took Root {o eafily, it muft needs be of perni-
¢ cious Confequence to ftop its Growth, and hin-
¢ deritto fhadc both your C ountry and ours with
¢ its Leaves. I do affure you, in the Name of the
¢ five Nations, that our W arriors ﬂ Il dance the
¢ Calumet Dame under its Branc that they fhall
¢ reft in '1‘1"1:“(‘11‘111!:\’ upon their
¢ { Matts, and will never dig up the
¢ Axe to cut down the Tree of Peace,
¢ till fuch time as the Ownoytio and the
$ Corlar, do either jointly or feparately offer to in-
vade th{, Country, thlt the greatr Spirit has dif=
¢ pos'd of in the favour of our mmﬁ:,ra.

This
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T 'bis Colier contains my Word; and the other compre-
bends the Power gramted to me by the five Na-
tions.

Then the Grangula addrefs’d himfelf to Mr. /e
Moine, and fpoke to this Purpofe.

¢ Ak oueflan, take Heart, you are a Man ofScn{E:;
fpeak and explain my Meaning ; be fure you
forget nothing, but declare all that thy Brethren
and thy Friends reprefent to thy chief Onuontio,
by the Voice of the Grangula, who pays you all
Honour and Reipect, and invites you to accept
of this Prefent of Beavers, and to affit at his
Feaft immediately.

¢ This other Prefent of Beavers is fent by the
five Nations to the Ounontio.

As {oon as the Grangula had done, Mr. Je Moine
and the Jefuitsthat were prefent, explain’d his An-
fwer to Mr. de Ja BRarre, who thereupon retir'd to
his Tent and {torm’d and blufter’d, ’till fome body
came and reprefented to him, that, froca Progenies
nefcit babere modos, i. e. The Iroquefe are always tip~
on Extreams. 'The Grangula danc’d after the ITroquefe
manner, by way of Prelude to l;isI;ntcrtainmenri
after which he regal’d feveral of the French, Two
Days after he and his. Martial Retinue retarn’d to
beir own Country, and our Army fet out for Mon-
real. As{oon as the General was on board, toge-
ther with the few healthy Men tha remain’d, the
Canows were difpers’d, for the Militia ftraggled here
and there, and every one made the beft of his way
home. Our three Companies indced kept together,
becanfe all of us, both Officers and Soldiers, were
carried in flat-bottom’d Boats, ‘made of Deal on
purpofe for our Ufe. However, I could have
wifh’d to haveryn down the Falls and Catara&s

in
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in the fame Canow that brought me up, for every
body thought we fhould have been caft away ac
thefe Paffes, which are full of Eddies and Rocks;

and ’twas never heard before, that fuch Precipices
were pafs’d with Deal Boats either upwards or

downwards. But we were forc’d to run all Hazards,
and had certainly been {wallow’d up in thofe Moun~
tains of Water, if we had not oblig’d feveral Ca-
nows to fhoot the Cataras at the head of our Boats,
in order to fhew us the Way, at the {ame time we
had prepar’d our Soldiers for rowing and fhieving
wpon Occafion. Do but confider, Sir, that the
Currents run as faft as a Cannon Ball ; and that one
falfe Stroak of the Qar, would have run us unavoid-
ably upon the Rocks; for we are oblig'd to fteer a
Zig-zag Courfe purfuant totheThread of the Stream,
which has fifty Windings. 'The Boats which are
loaded, are fometimes loft in thofe Places. 'But af-
ter all, tho’ the Rifque we run be very great, yet
by way of Compenfation, onc has the Satisfaction
of running a great Way in a little Time; for we
run from Galete to this Town in two Days time,
notwithftanding that we crofs’d the two ftagnating
Lakes I took notice of before.

As foon as we landed, we receivid Advice that
the Ghevalier de Callieres was come to fupply the
room of Mr. Perrot, the Governor of this Place.
Mr. Perot, has had feveral Scuffles with Mr. de Fron-
tenac, and Mr. de la Barre; of which you may ex-
pedt a farther Account, when Iam better inform d.
All the World blames our General for his bad Suc-
cefs: *Tis talk’d publickly, that his only Defign was
to cover the fending of feveral Canows to traffick
with the Savages in thofe Lakes for Beaver-Skins.
The People here, are very buly in wafting over to
Court a thoufand Calumnies againft him ; both the
Clergy and the Gentlemen of the long Robe, write
ta his Difadvantage. 'Tho v all, the whole

Charge
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Chargeis falfe;; for the poor Man could do no more
than he did. Juft now, I was inform'd that Mr.
Hainaut, Mr. Montortier, and Mr. Durivan, three
Captains of Ships, are arriv’d at Quebec, with a
Defign to pafs the Winter there, and to affift him
as (,m.n{Lllors 5 and that the laft of thefe three has
brought with him an Independent Company, to be
commanded by himfelf.

I thall have no Opportunity of writing again be-
fore the next Spring ; for the laft Ships rhwt are to

‘eturn for France thisYear, are now ready to Sail.

Iam, SIR, Tours, &c

LET T ER VHL
Dated at Monreal, Fune 28. 1685.

T o ) A - - 2
Reprefenting the Fortifications of Monreal, and

7 c - o Pl T e ey A s S
the indifcreet Zeal of the Priefts, who are
Lords of that Town: With a I u,fz,/ ipLion C,“

Chambli, and of the Commerce of the Squz s
upon the great Lakes.

SIR,

Have juft receiv’d yours, by a fmall Veffel of
g Bouyrdeaux, loaded with Wine ; which is thchrif
that came to Quebec this Year, 1 am mightily pleas’d
to he n that the King has granted to Mr. de Ja Salle
four Ships, to go upon the Difcov ery of the Mouth
of the Miffifipi ; and cannot but admire your Curio-
fity, in defiring to know the Occurrences of this
Place, and how 1 {fpent my Time in the Winter.

Mr. de Callieres was no {i'nntr poffefs’d of his Go-
vernment, than he order’d all the Inhabitants of this
Town, 'md of the adjacent Country, to cut down
and bring in great Stakes, of fifteen Foot in length,

to
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to fortify the Town. During the Winter, thefe Ors
ders were purfued with {fo much Application, that
all things are now ready for making the Inclofure;
in which five or fix hundred Men are to be imploy’d.
1 fpent Part of the Winter in Hunting with the 4/
gonkins, in order to a more perfe Knowledge of
their Language ; and the reft I {pent in this Place,
with a great deal of Uneafinefs: for, here we can-
not enjoy our felves, either at Play, or in vifiting
the Ladies, but ’tis prefently carried to the Cu-
rate’s Ears, who takes publick notice of it in the
Pulpit. His Zeal goes o far, as even to name
the Perfons; and fince he refufes the Sacrament of
the Holy Supper to Ladies of Quality, upon the moft
flender Pretences, you may eahly guefs at the othet
Steps of his Indifcretion. You cannot imagine to
what a Pitch thefe Ecclefiaftical Lords have fcrew’d
their Authority: They excommunicate all the
Masks, and where-ever they {fpy’em, they runafter
’em to uncover their Faces, and abufe em in a re-
proachful Manner : In fine, they have a more watch-
ful Eye over the Conduct of the Girls and married
Women, than their Fathers and Husbands have.
"They cry out againit thofe that do not receive the
Sacrament once a Month ; and at Eaffer they oblige
all forts of Perfons to give in Bills to their Confeffors.
They prohibit and burn all the Books that treat of
any other Subjeét but Devotion. When 1 think of
this T'yranny, I cannot but be inrag’d at the imper-
tinent Zeal of the Curate of this City. 'This inhus
man Fellow came one Day to my Lodging, and
finding the Romanceof the Adventures of Petronius
upon my Table, he fell upon it with an unimagina<
ble Fury, and tore out almoft all the Leaves. This
Book I valued more than my Life;, becaufe ’twas not
caftrated ; and indeed I was fo provok’d when 1 faw
it all in Wreck, that if my Landlord had not held
me, I had gone immediately to that furbulent Pa-

ftor’s
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ftor’s Houfe, and would have pluck’d out the Hairs
of his Beard with as little Mercy as he did the Leaves
of my Book. 'Thefe Animals cannot content them-
felves with the ft tudying of Mens Actions, but they
muft likewife dive into their Thoughts. By this
Sketch, Sir, you may judge what a pleafant Life
we lead here.

The 3oth of the laft March the Ice melted ; and
the River being then open, I was fent with a {mall
Detachment to Cfmmz inr commonly the Sun re-
fumes its Vigour here much about that Time. Cham-
bii ftands on the Brink of a Bafin, about five or fix
Leagues off this Place : That Bafin is two Leaguesin
Circumference, and receives the Lake OFC.LCH;F)/ 1in
by a Water-fall thatisa League and a half in ic.n'TLh ;
out of which there arifes a River that dlﬁsmbocuts at
Sorel into the River of St. Laurence, asl intimated
above in my fourth Letter. In former times this
Place hada ¢ bu at T'rade in Beaver-skins, which is
now decay'd: tn\, Soccokis, the Mabiug. 2, and
the Openangos, us’d formerly to refort thither in
Shoals, to exchange their Furs for other Goods ; but
at prefent tllc) areretir’d to the ani;/},f(,o!omes to
avoid the Pur{uit ofthe froque/z. The ChamplainLake,
which lies above that Water-fall, iseighty Leagues in
Circumference. At the End of this Lake we met with
another, call’d S. Sacrament, by which one may go
very eafily to f‘V Tork, th €re bcing buta Land-car
riage of two Leagues from thence to the River Da
Fm, which ﬁ 1 Is into the ﬂ]:?;;ﬂ,li’f. While I was at
Chambli, 1 {faw twoCanows loaded with Beaver-skins
p\ﬁ prl\dtt!\ by that w ay s and ’twas thought they

ere fent thither by Mr. de Ja Barre. 'This fmugg-
E"J 7’ \"Ay “" ', A 1 CEXDYT L‘t-'_d - I‘Or they
al e oblig 2’'d to carry thefe Skins L)k:ﬂnu the Office of

¢ Company, where they are rated at an Hundred
and 6o per Cent. lefs than “the ;?igf;,_? buy em at in
ir C i But the litcle Fort that ftands at
the
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the Bottom of the Water-fall, upon the Brink of the
Bafin of Chambli, being only fingle Pallifadoes, it
cannot hinder People to pafs that way; efpecially
confidering that the Profpeét of fo great a Profit,
renders the Paffengers the more daring. The Inha«
bitants of the adjacent Villages are very much ex-
pos’d tothe Incurfions of the froguefein time of War.
Notwithftanding the Weaknefs of the Fort, I conti-
nued in that Place a Month and a half, and then I
return’d hither, where Mr. de /z Barre arriv'd fome
Days after ; being accompany’d with Mr. Hennant,
Mr. Montortier, and Mr. du Rivan. Much about
the fame Day there arrivd 25 or 30 Canows, be-
longing to the Courenrs de Bois, being homeward-
bound from the great Lakes, and laden with Bea-
ver-skins, 'The Cargo of each Canow amounted to
40 Packs, each of which weighs 50 Pound, and will
fetch 5o Crowns at the Farmers Office. 'Thefe Ca-
nows were follow’d by 50 more of the Outaonas and
Hurons, who come down every Year to the Colony,
in order to make a better Market than they can do
in their own Country of Miffilimakiuac, which lies
on the Banks of the Lake of Hurons, at the Mouth
of the Lake of the Hlinefe. 'Their way of Trading
is as follows.

Upon their firft Arrival, they incamp at the Dif-
tance of five or fix hundred Paces from the Town.
The next Day is fpent in ranging their Canows, un-
loading their Goods, and pitching their T'ents, which
are made of Birch Bark. 'The next Day after, they
demand Audience of the Governor General ; which
is granted *em that {fame Day in a publick Place, Up-
on this Occafion, each Nation makes a Ring for it=
felf ; the Savages firupon the Ground with their Pipes
in their Mouths, and the Governor is feated inan
arm’d Chair ; after which, there ftarts up an Orator
or Speaker from one of thefe i
an Harangue, importing, ¢ That

his Brethren are
‘¢ come
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come to vifit the Governor General, and to renew
with him their wonted Friendfhip; 'That their
chief View is, to promote the Intereft of the French,
fome of whom being unatquainted with the way
of Traffick, arid being too weak for the tranfporte
ing of Goods from the Lakes, would be unable to
deal in Beaver-skins, if his Brethren did not come
in Perfon to deal with ’em in their own Colo~
nies: That they knew very well how acceptable
their Arrival is to the Inhabitants of Monreal, in
regard of the Advantage they reap by it: That in
regard the Beaver-skinsgre much valued in Franse,
and the French Goods given in Exchange are of an
inconfiderable Value, they mean to give the French
fufficient Proof of their Readinefs to fursifh ’em
with what they defire fo earneftly : That by way
of Preparation for another Year’s Cargo, they are
come to take in Exchange, Fufees, Powder; and
Ball, in order to hunt great numbers of Beavers,
or to gall the Froguefe, in cafe they offer to dif=
turb the French Settlements: And, in fine, ‘That
in Confirmation of their Words, they throw a Pur-
celian Colier with fome Beaver-skins, to the Kitibi-
Okima (fo they callthe Governor General) whofe
Protection they lay claim to in cafe of any Rob-
bery or Abufe committed upon ’em in the Town.
The Spokefman having made an end of hisSpeech,
returns to his Place, and takes up his Pipe; and
then the Interpreter explains the Subftance of the
Harangue to the Governor, who commonly gives a
very civil Anfwer, efpecially if the Prefent be va-
luable : In confideration of which, he likewife make s
them a Prefent of fome trifling things: ‘This done
the Savage rifes up, and return to théir Hutts to
make fuitable Preparations for the enfuing ‘Truck.
‘The next Day the Savages make their Slaves carry
the Skins to the Houfes of the Merchants, who bar-
gain with "em for fuch Cloaths as they want. All the
E Inha?

'ﬂﬂﬂﬂ'\ﬂﬂ\ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ\ﬂﬁ

o & A A op

~ & "N & N




50 Some New Voyages

Inhabitants of Monreal are allow’d to traffick with
’em in any Commodity but Wine and Brandy ; thefe
two being excepted upon the Account that when the
Savages have got what they wanted, and have any
Skins left, they drink to Excefs, and then Kill their
Slaves; for when they arein drink, they quarrel and
fight ; and if they were not held by thofe who are
fober, wow'd certainly make Havock one of another.
However, you muft obferve, that none of ’em will
touch either Gold or Silver.  ”T'is a comical Sight,
to {ee ’em running from Shop to Shop, ftark naked,
with their Bow and Arrow. 'The nicer fort of Wo-
men are wont to hold their Fans before their Eyes,
to prevent their being frighted with the View of
their ugly Parts.  But thefe merry Companions,
who know the brisk She-Merchants as well as we,
are not wanting in making an Offer, which is fome-
times accepted of, when the Prefent is of good
Mettle, If we may credit the common Report, there
are more than one or two of the Ladies of this Coun-
try, whofe Conftancy and Vertue has held out a-
gainft the Attacks of feveral Officers, and at the fame
time vouchfaf’d a free Accefs to thefe nafty Le-
chers. “Tis prefum’d their Compliance was the
Effect of Curiofity, rather than of any nice Relifh ;
for, in a Word, the Savages are neither brisk, nor
conftant, But whatever is in the Matter, the Wo-
men are the more excufable upon this Head, that
fuch Opportunities are very unfrequent.

As foon as the Savages have made an end of their
Truck, they take leave of the Governor, and fo re-
turn home by the River of Outaouas. To conclude,
they did a great deal of Good both to the Poor and
Rich ; for you will readily apprehend, that every
body turns Merchant upon fuch Occafions.

I1am, SIR, Tours, &e.
LET-
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Dated at Boucherville, O&ob. 2. 1683.

Being an Account of the Commerce and Triade of
Monreal: Of the Arrival of the Marquis of
Denonville with fime Troops; and of the Re-
calling of Mr.de la Barre. Jith a curious
Defcription of certain Licenfes for Trading in
Beaver-skins in the remote Countries,

SIR,
I Receiv'd your fecond Letter three Weeks ago, but
could not fend a fpeedier Anfiver, by reafon that
none of our Ships have yet fet Sail for France. Since
you want to know the Nature of the Trade of Mos-
real, be pleas'd to take the following Accounr.
Almoft all the Merchants of that City aé only on
the Behalf of the Quebec Merchants, whofe Fa&tors
they are. The Barques which carry thither dry
Commodities, as well as Wine and Brandy; are but
few in Number ; but then they make feveral Voy-
ages in one Year from the one City to the other.
The Inhabitants of the Ifland of Monreal, and the
adjacent Cantons, repair twice a Year to the City of
Monreal, where they buy Commodities fifty per Cens.
dearer than at Quebec. ‘The Savages of the neigh-
bouring Countrics, whether fettled or erratick, car-
ry thither the Skins of Beavers, Elks, Caribous,
Foxes, and wild Cats ; all which, they truck for Fu-
fees, Powder, Lead, and other Neceffaries. There
every one is allow’d to trade ; and indeed ’tis the
beft Place for the getting of an Eftate in a fhore
Time. Al the Merchants have fuch a perfe& good
Underftanding one with another, that they all fell
E-2 at
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at the fame Price.  But when the Inhabitants of
the Country find their Prices exorbitant, they raife

their Commodities in Proportion. 'The Gentlemen

that have a Charge of Children, efpecially Daugh-

ters, are oblig’d to be good Husbands, in order to

bear the Expence of the magnificent Cloaths with

which they are fet off; for Pride, Vanity, and Lux-

ary, reign as much in New France as in Old France.

In my Opinion, ‘twould do well, if the King would

order Commodities to be rated at a reafonable Price,

and prohibit the {elling of Gold or Silver Broca-

does, Fringes, and Ribbands, as well as Points and

rich Laces.

The Marquis of Denonville is come to fucceed Mr.
de 1z Barre in the Quality of Governor-General ; for
the King has recal’d Mr. de Ja Barre, upon the
Accufitions laid againft him by his Enemies, Tobs
fure, you who are in France know better than I, that
M. de Denonville was Maitre de Camp to the Queen’s
R egiment of Dragoons, which Place he fold to Mr.
Maurcey when the King beftow'd this Government
upon him; and, that he brought with him fome
Companies of Marines, befides his Lady and his
Cildren ; for it feems the Danger and Inconveni-
encies that attend fuch a long and troublefome
Voyage, made no Imprefiion upon her. 'This Go-
vernor ftay’d at firft fome Weeks at Quebeo, after
which he came to Monreal, with 500 or 6oo Men of
Regular Troops, and fent back the Captains Hai-
naut, Montortrer, and du Rivo, with feveral other
Officers. His Army is now in Winter Quarters all
round Monreal, My Quarters are at a Place call'd
Bogcherville, which' lies at the diftanes of three
Leagues from Monreal. I have been here fifteen
Days, and in all appcarance fhall live morc happily
than in the Town, abating for the Solitude; for at
leaft I fhall have no other Oppofition to encounter
in the Cafe of Balls, Gaming, or Feafting, but the

zealous
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zealous Freaks of a filly Prieft. Iam inform’d, that
the Governor has given Orders to compleat the For-
tifications of Monreal, and is now ready to embarque
for Quebec, where our Governors commonly pafs the
Winter. The Savages I fpoke of in my laft, met the
Troquefe upon the great River of the Qutaonas, who
inform’d ’em that the Englifl were making Prepara-
tions to tranfport to their Villages in Miffilimakinac,
better and cheaper Commodities than thofe they had
from the French. This Piece of News did equally
alarm the Gentlemen, the Pedlars call'd Coureurs de
Bois, and the Merchants ; who, at that rate, would
be confiderable Lofers; for you muft know, that
Canada fubfifts only upon the Trade of Skins or
Furrs, three Fourths of which come from the People
that live round the great Lakes: So that if the Eng-
Zifb fhould put fuch a Defign in Execution, the
whole Country would fuffer by it efpecially con-
fidering, that ’twould fink certain Licenfes ; an Ac-
count of which will be proper in this Place.

Thefe Licenfes are granted in Weriting by the Go-
vernors General, to poor Gentlemen and old Off-
cers who bhave a Charge of Children. They are dif-
pos'd of by the King’s Orders; and the Defign of
’em is, to enable fuch Perfons to fend Commodities
to thefe Lakes. The Number of the Perfons thus
impower’d, ought not to exceed twenty-five in one
Year; but God knows how many more haye private
Licenfes. All other Perfons, of what Quality or
Condition foever, are prohibited to go or fend to
thefe Lakes, without fuch Licenfes, under the Pain
of Death. Each Licenfe extends to the lading of
two great Canows; and whoever procures a whole
or a half Licenfe for himfelf, may either make Ufe
of it himfelf, or fell it to the higheft Bidder. Com-
monly they are brought at fix hundred Crowns a
Piece. 'Thofe who purchafe ’em, are at no Trouble
ip finding Pedlars or Foreft-Rangers to undertake

2y the
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the long Voyages, which fetch the moft confiderable
Gains, and commonly extend toa Year, and fome-
times more. 'The Merchants put into the two Ca-
nows ftipulated in the Licenfe, fix Men witha thou-
fand Crowns-worth of Goods, which are rated to
the Pedlars at fifteen per Cent. more than what they
are {old for in ready Money in the Colony. When
the Voyage is perform’d, this Sum of a thoufand
Crowns commonly brings in feven hundred per Cent.
clear Profit, and fometimes more, fometimes lefs;
for thefe Sparks call’d Courenrs de Bois bite the Sava-
ges moft dexteroufly, and the lading of two Canows,
computed at a thoufand Crowns, is a Purchafe for
as many Beaver-skins as will load four Canows:
Now, four Canows will carry a hundred and fixty
Packs of Skins, that is, forty a-piece ; and reckons
ing each Pack to be worth fifty Crowns, the Value
of the whole amounts to eight thoufand Crowns.
Asto the Repartition of this extravagant Profit, 'tis
made after the following Manner : In the firft Place,
the Merchant takes out of the whole Bulk fix hun-
dred Crowns for the Purchafe of his Licenfe ; then
a thoufand Crowns for the prime Coft of the ex-
ported Commodities. After this, there remaing
6400 Crowns of Surplufage, out of which the Mer-
chant takes forty per Cent. for Bottomree, which a-
mounts to 2560 Crowns ; and the Remainder is di-
vided equally among the fix Courenrs de Bois, who
get little more than 6oo Crowns a-piece ; and indeed
1 muft fay ’tis fairly earn’d; for their Fatigue is in-
conceivable. Inthe mean time, you muift remark,
that over and above the foregoing Profit, the Mer-
chant gets 25 per Cent. upon his Beaver-skins by car-
rying them to the Office of the Farmers General,
where the Price of four forts of Beaver-skins is fix'd-
1f the Merchant fells thefe Skins to any private Man
in the Country for ready Money, he is paid in the
eurrent Money of the Country, which is of lefs Va-
: ' % - lue
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lue than the Bills of Exchange that the Director of
that Office draws upon Rochel or Paris; for there
they are paid in French Livres, which are twenty
Sols, whereas a Canada Livre is but fifteen Sols.
This Advantage of 25 per Cent. is call'd Je Benefice;
but take notice, that ’tis only to be had upon Bea-
ver-skins ; for if you pay to a Quebec Merchant
400 Canada Livres in Silver, and take from him a
Bill of Exchange upon his Correfpondent in Frauce,
his Correfpondent will pay no more than 300 French
Livres, which is a juft Equivalent.

This is the laft Intelligence I fhall give yon for
this Year, which has already brought in a very cold
Autumu. 'The Quebec Ships muft fer Sail in the
middle of November, purfuant to the wonted Cuf~
tom. I am,

g g

Yours, &c.

LB BT -E-Re 30
Dated at Boucherville Tuly 8. 1686.

Relating the Arrival of Mr. de Champigni, in
the room of Mr.de Meules, who is recall d to
France; the Arrival of the Troops that came
along with him, the Curiofity of the Rackets,
and the way of bunting Elks ; with a Defcrip-
tion of that Animal.

S IR,

¥ Hough I have not heard from you this Year,
~yet I will not flight this Opportunity of writ-
ing to you. Some Ships from: France are arriv’d at
Quebec, and have brought over Mr. de Champign:
: E 4 Norous,
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Noroya, with fome Companiesof Marines. He comes
to fupply the Place of Mr. de Meules, whom the
King recalls upon the unjuft ‘Complaints that are
made of him, He is charg’d with preferring his
private Intereft to the publick Geod ; but the Charge
is falfe, and he will eafily clear himfelf. I am apt
to believe he may have carry’d on fome underhand
Commerce, but in {o doing he injur’d no Body;
nay, on the contrary he has procur’d Bread for a
thoufand poor Creatures, that without hig Affiftance
would have ftarv’d for Hunger. 'This new Inten-
dant is deicended of one of thé moft Tlluftrious Fa-
milies of the Robe in France. He is faid to bea
Man of Honour, and Fame entitles his Lady toa
diftinguifiing Merit: I underfand, he and Mr.
Denonville are bound {peedily for Monreal, where
they mean to take a Review of the Inhabitants of
this Ifland, and of the neighbouring Cantons. Pro-
bably, they take fuch Precautions, in order to fome
new Effort againft the Iroguefe. Laft Winter we had
no new Occurrences in the Colony., I {pent the
whole Winter at the hunting of Orignals or Elks
along with the Savages, whofe Language [am learn-
ing, asIhave intimated to you feveral times.

The hunting of Elks is perform’d upon the Snow,
with fuch Rackets as you fee defign’d in the annex’d
Qut. 'Thefe Rackets are two Foot and a half long,
and fourteen Inches broad; their Ledges are made
of a very hard Wood, about an Inch thick, that
faftens the Net juft like a Tennis Racket, from
which they differ only in this; that thofe for the
['ennis are'made of Gut-firings, whereas the others
are made of little Thongs of the Skins of Harts or
Elks. Inthe Cut, you may perceive two little Spars
of Wood, which run a-crofs to render the Net
Grmer and ftiffer.  'The Hole rhat appears by the
two Latchets, is the Place in which thev put the
T aes and fore part of the Foot ; fo that s tied faft
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by the two Latchets, which run twice round about
the Heel, and every Step they make upon the Snow,
the Fore-part of the Foot finks into that Hole, as
often as they raife their Heel. By the Help of this
Contrivance they walk fafter upon the Snow, than
one can do with Shoes upon a beaten Path: And
indeed ’tis {o neceffary for them, that twould be
otherwife impoffible not only to hunt and range
the Woods, but even to go to Church, notwith-
ftanding they are {o near; for commonly the Snow
is three or four Foot deep in that Country during
the Winter. Being oblig’'d to march thirty or forty
Leagues in the Woods, in Pur{uit of the abovemen-
tioned Animals, I found that the Fatigue of the
Journey equal’d the Pleafure of it.

‘The Orignal is a fort of Elk, not much different
from that we find in Muftovy. ’Tis as big as an
Auvergne Moyle, and much of the fame Shape,
abating for its Muzzle, its Tail, and its great flat
Horns, which weigh fometimes 300, and fometimes
400 Weight, if we may credit thofe who pretend to
have weigh'd "em. ‘This Animal ufually reforts 'to
planted Countries, Its Hair is long and brown;
and the Skin is ftrong and hard, but not thick. The
Fleth of the Orignal, efpecially that of the Female
fort, eats delicioufly ; and ’tis faid, that the far hind
Foot of the Female kind, is a Cure for the Falling-
Sicknefs ; it neither runs nor skips, but its trot will
almoft keep up with the running of a Hart. The
Savages affure us, that in Summer’ ’twill trot three
Days and three Nights without Intermiffion. This
fort of Animals commonly gather into a Body to-
wards the latter end of Autumn ; and the Herds are
largeft in the Beginning of the Spring, at which
time the fhe ones are in R utting ; bur after their Heat
is over, they all difperfe themielves, We hunted
’em in the following Manner: Firft of all, we went
40 Leagues to the Northward of the River of St.
7 Laurence.,
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Laurence, where we found alittle Lake of three or four
Leagues in Circumference, and upon the Banks of
that Lake, we made Hutts for our felves of the Barks
of Trees, having firft clear’d the Ground of the Snow
that cover’d it. Inour Journey thither, we kill’d as
many Hares and Wood-hens, as we could eat.
When we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages went
out upon the Difcovery of the Elks, fome to the
Northward, and fome to the South, to the diftance
of two or three Leagues from the Hutts. As foon
as they difcover’d any frefh Foot-fteps, they de-
tach’d one of their Number to give us notice, to
the End, that the whole Company might have the
Pleafure of feeing the Chace. We trac’d thefe Foot-
fteps fometimes for one, and fometimes for two
Leagues, and then fell in with five, ten, fifteen or
twenty Elks in a Body ; which prefently betook
themfelves to flight, whether a-part or in a Body,
and funk into the Snow up to their Breaft. Where
the Snow was hard and condenfated, or where the
Froft following wet Weather had glaz'd it above, we
came up with ’em after the Chace of a Quarter of
a League : But when the Snow was foft or juft fal-
len, we were forc’d to purfue ’em three or four
Leagues before we could catch ’em, unlefs the Dogs
happen’d to ftop ’em where the Snow was very deep.
When we came up with them, the Savages fired
upon ’em with Fufees. Ifthe Elks be much inrag'd,
they’ll fometimes turn upon the Savages, who co-
ver themfelves with Boughs in order to keep off their
Feet, with which they would crufh ’em to Pieces.
As foon as they are kill’d, the Savages make new
Hutts upon the Spot, with great Fires in the middle ;
while the Slaves are imploy’d in Flaying ’em, and
ftrerching out the Skins in the open Air. One of
the Soldiers that accompany’d me, told me one
Day, that to withftand the Violence of the Cold,
one ought to have his Blood compos’d of Brandy,
: " hig
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his Body of Brafs, and his Eyes of Glafs: And I
muft fay, he had fome ground for what he fpoke,
for we were forc’d to keep a Fire all round us, all
the Night long. As long as the Flefk of thefe Ani-
mals lafts, the Savages feldom think of ftirring ;
but when ’tis all confumed, they then looked out
for a new Difcovery. Thus they continue to hunt,
till the Snow and the Ice are melted. As foon as
the great Thaw commences; ’tis impoffible for ’em
to travel far ; {o that they content themfelves with
the killing of Hares and Partridges, which are very
numerous in the Woods. When the Rivers are
clear of the Ice, they make Canows of the Elk-
skins, which they {fow together very eafily, covering
the Secams with a fat fort of Earth inftead of Pitch.
This Work is over in four or five Days time, after
which they return home in the Canows with all
their Baggage.

This, Sir, was ovr Diverfion for three Monthsin
the Woods. We took fifty-fix Elks, and might
have killed twice as many, if we had hunted for the
Benefit of the Skins. In the Summer Seafon, the
Savages have two ways of killing ’em, both of which
are equally troublefome. One confifts in hanging a
Rope-gin between two Trees, upon a Pafs fur-
rounded with Thorns; the other is compafs’d by
crawling like Snakes among the Trees and Thickets,
and approaching to ’em upon the Leeward fide, fo
that they may be fhot with a Fufee. Harts and
Caribou’s are killed both in Summer and Winter,
after the fame Manner with the Elks; excepting that
the Caribou’s, which are a kind of wild Affes, make
an ealy Efcape when the Snow is hard, by vertue
of their broad Feet; whereas the Elk finks as faft
as herifes. In fine, I am {o well pleas’d with the
hunting of this Country, that I have refolv’d to
imploy all my Leifure-time upon that Exercife. The
Savages have promifed, that in three Months time

I
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I thall fee other forts of Chaces, which will prove
lefs fatigueing, and more agreeable. I am,

S IR,

Tours, &3

L'E-T TER" XK
Darved at Boucheruville, May 28. 1687.
Being a curious Defcription of the Hunting of

divers Animals,

SIR,

Y OU complain that the laft Year you received

but one of my Letters, dated Fuly 8.and
with the fame Breath afflure me, that you writ twe
to me, neither of which is come to Hand. Ire-
ceived a Letter from you this Day, which is fo much
the more acceptable, that I thought you had been
dead, and that I find you continue to give Proof of
your Remembrance of me. 1Ifind by your Letter,
that you have an agreeable Relifh for the curious
Elk-hunting in this Country, and that a further Ac
count of our other hunting Adventures, would
meet with a welcome Reception. 'This Curiofity,
indeed, is worthy of fo great a Hunt{man as your
felf; but at prefent I muft beg your Excufe as to the
Beaver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but
by Hearfay.

In the Beginning of September, T {etout ina Ca-
now upon feveral Rivers, Marfhes, and Pools, that
difembogue in the Champlain Lake, being accom~
pany’d with thirty or forty of the Savages that are

very expert in Shooting and Hunting, and perfe&li\i
' : well
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well acquainted with the proper. Places for finding
Water-fowl, Deer, and other fallow Beafts. The
firft Poft we took up was upon the fide of a Marth or
Fen of four or five Leagues in Circumference ; and
after we had fitred up our Hutts, the Savages made
Hutts upon the Water in feveral Places. Thefe Wa-
ter-Hutts are made of the Branches and Leaves of
Trees, and contain three or four Men: for a De-
coy, they have the Skins of Geefe, Buftards, and
Ducks, dry’d and ftuff’d with Hay, the two Feet
being made faft with two Nails to a fmall piece of a
light Plank, which floats round the Hutt. This
Place being frequented by wonderful Numbers of
Geefe, Ducks, Buftards, Teals, and an Infinity of
other Fow! unknown to the Europeans ; when thefe
Fowls fee the ftuff’d Skins fwimming with the Heads
erected, asif they were alive, they repair to the
fame Place, and {o give the Savagesan Opportunity
of fhooting ’em, eitheir Flying or upon the Water;
after which the Savages get into their Canows and
gather ’em up. They have likewife a Way of catch-
ing ’em with Nets, ftretch’d upon the Surface of
the Water at the Entries of the Rivers. In a Word,
we eat nothing but Water-fowl for fifteen Days;
after which we refolv’d to declare War againft the
Turtle-Doves, which are fo numerous in Canada,
that the Bifthop has been forc’d to excommunicate
"em oftner than once, upon the Account of the
Damage they do to the Produtt of the Earth.
With that View, weimbarqu’d and made towards
a Meadow, in the Neighbourhood of which, the
Trees were cover’d with that fort of Fowl, more
than with Leaves: For juft then *twas the Seafon
in which they retire from the North Countries, and
répair to the Southern Climates; and one would
have thought, that all the Turtle-Doves upon Earth
had chofe to pafs thro’ this Place. For the eighteen
or twenty Days that we ftay’d there, 1 firmly be-

lieve
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lieve that a thoufand Men might have fed upon ‘em
heartily, without putting themfelves toany Trouble,
You muft know, that through the middle of this
Meadow there runs a Brook, upon which I and
two young Savages fhot feveral Snipes, Rayles, and
a certain {ort of Fow! call’d Bateus de faux, which
is as big asa Quail, and eats very delicioufly.

In the fame Place we kill'd fome Musk-Rats, or
a fort of Animals which refemble a Rat in their
Shape, and are as big as a Rabbet. The Skins of
thele Rats are very much valued, as differing but °
little from thofe of Beavers, Their Tefticles fmell
fo ftrong of Musk, that no Civet or Antilope that
Afia affords, can boaft of fuch a ftrong and fweet
Smell. We fpy’d ’em in the Mornings and Even-
ings, at which time they ufually appear upon the
Water with their Nofe to the Windward, and be-
tray themfelves to the Hunt{men, by the curling of
the Water. The Fosteraux, which are an Amphi-
bious fort of little Pole-Cats, are catch’d after the
fame Manner. I was likewife entertain’d upon this
occafion, with the killing of certain little Beafts,
call'd Siffieurs, or Whiftlers, with Allufion to their
wonted way of whiftling or whizzing at the Mouth
of their Holes in fair Weather. They are as big
as Hares, but fomwhat fhorter, their Flefh is good
for nothing, but their Skins are recommended by
their Rarity. The Savages gave me an Opportuni-
ty of hearing one of thefe Creatures whiftle for an
Hour together, after which they fhot it. To gra-
tify the Curiofity I had to fee fuch Diverfity of Ani-
mals, they made a diligent Search for the Holes or
Dens of the Carcaioux, and having found fome at
the diftance of two or three Leagues from the Fen
upon which we were pofted, they conducted me to
the Place. At the Break of Day we planted our
felves round the Holes, with our Bellies upon the
Ground; and left {fome Slaves to hold the Dogs 2
Musket-
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Musket-fhot behind us. As foon as thefe Animals
perceiv’d Day-light, they came out of their Holes,
which were immediately ftop’d up by the Savages,
and upon that the Dogs fetch’d “em up with Eafe.
We faw but two of ’em, which made a vigorous De-
fence againft the Dogs, but were ftrangled after a
Difpute of half an Hour. Thefe Animals are not
unlike a Badger, only they are bigger, and more
mifchievous. Tho’ our Dogs fhew’d a great deal of
Courage in attacking the Carcaionx, they betray’d
their Cowardice the next Day in a Rencounter with
a Porcupine, which we {py’d upon a little Tree.
To obtain the Pleafure of feeing the Porcupine fall,
we cut down the Tree; but neither the Dogs nor
we durft go near it: The Dogs only bark’d and
jump’d round it; for it darted its Jong and hard
Hair, like fo many Bodkins, three or four Paces
off. At laft we pelted it to Death, and put it upon
the Fire to burn offits Darts ; after which we {cald-
ed it like a Pig, took out the Intrails, and roafted
it: But tho’ *twas very fat, 1 could not relifh it fo
well as to comply with the Affertion of the Natives,
who alledge, that it eats as well as a Capon or
a Partridge.

After the Turtle-Doves had all pafs’d over the
Place, in Queft of their Southern Retreats, the Sa-
vages offer’d to fend fome of their Number with
Canows to conduét me home, before the Rivers
and Lakes were frozen over; for themfelves were
to tarry out for the Elk-hunting ; and they imagin’d
that the Cold and Hardfhip attending that Exercife,
had made me fick of it the Year before. Howe-
ver, we had then a Month good before the Com-
meucement of the Froft, and in that Interval of
time, they proffer’d to entertain me with more di-
verting Game than any 1 had feen before. They
propos’d to go fifteen or fixteen Leagues further up
the Country, affuring me, that they knew of a cer-

tain
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tain Plaee that had the moft advantageous Situd-
tion in the World, both for Fleafure and Profit, and
that afforded great Plenty of Orters, of the Skins of
which, they mean’d to make a great Cargoe. Accor-
dingly we pull’d down our Hutts, and having im-
barqu’d in our Canows, fail’d up the River, till we
came to a little Lake of two Leagues in Circumfe:
rence, at the End of which we {faw another greater
Lake, divided from this by an Ifthmus of 150 Paces
in length. We pitch’d our Hutts at the Diftance of
a League from that Ifthmus; and fome of the Sa-
vages fifh’d for Trouts, while the reft were imployd
in laying Ttaps for the Otters upon the Brinks of
the Lake. Thefe/Traps are made of five Stakes
plac’d in the Form of an oblong Quadrangle, foas
to make a little Chamber, the Door of which is kept
up, and fupported by a Stake. 'To the middle of
this Stake they tye a String which paffes thro’ a little
Fork, and has a Trout well faften’d to the End of
it. Now, when the Otter comes on Shoar, and
{tes this Bait, he puts above half his Body into that
fatal Cage, in order to fwallow the Fifh; but he
no {ooner touches, than th& String to which ’tis
made faft, pulls away the Stake that fapports the
Door, upon which an heavy and loaded Door falls
upon his Reins and quathes him. During our Pil-
grimage in that part of the Country, the Savages
took above two hundred and fifty Canada Otters,
the Skins of which are infinitely prettier than thofe
of Mufcovy or Sweden. 'The beft of “em which are
not worth two Crowns in this Place, are fold in
France for four or five, and fometimes for ten, if
they are black and very rough. As foon as the Sa-
vages had fet their Traps, they gave Orders to their
Slayes to go round the Lake every Morning, 1n or
der to take out the amphibious Animals. Afrer that
they conduéted me ro the above-mention’d Ifth=
mus, where 1 was furpriz'd fo fce a fort of a Park
of

i .
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or Fence made of T'rees, fell'd one upon another,
and interlac’d with Thorns and Branches; witha
Quadrangular Inclofure of Stakes at the End of it,
the Entry of which was very narrow. They gave
ne to know, that they ufed to hunt Harts int that

Place, and promis’d to divert me with the Shew, as
foon as the Inclofures were a little mended. In effect;
they carry’d me two or three Leagues off, upon fuch
Roads as had nothing on either fide but Fens and
Marthes; and afrer they had difpers’d themfelves,
fome on one Hand and fome on the ocher, with a
Dog for every Man, 1 {aw a great many Harts runs
ning to and again, in queft of Places of Safety. The
Savage that 1 kept Company with, affur’d me, that
he and 1 had no Occafion to walk very faft, becaufe
he had took the ftraighteft and the neareft Road.
Before us we faw above ten Harts, which were
forc’d to run back, rather than throw themfelves
into the Marfh, of which they could never get clear.
At laft after walking a great Pace, and running
fiow and then, we arrivd at the Park, and found
the Savages lying flat upon the Ground all round
it, in order to fhut up the Entry of the Stake
Inclofure as foon as the Harts enter’d. We found
thirty-five Harts in the Place, and if the Park had
been better fenc’d, we might have had above
fixty ; for the nimbleft and lighteft of ’em, skip'd
over before they came to enter the Inclofure. We
kil’d a great many of’em, but fpard the Dams,
becaufe they were great with Young, T ask’d of
the Savages the Tongues and the Marrow of the
Harts, which they gave me very readily. The Flefh
was very fat, but not delicious, excepting fome few
Bits about the Ribs. But after all, this was net our
only Game; for two Days after we went a Bear-
hunting, and the Savages who fpend three Parts of
four of their Life in hunting in the Woods, are
very dexterous at that Exercife, efpecially in fing=

F ling
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ling out the Trunks of the Trees upon which the
Bears neftle. 1 could not but admire their Know-
ledgein that Point, when, as we were walking up
and down in a Foreft, at the Diftance of an hundred
Paces one from another, I heard one Savage call
to another, Here’s a Bear. Task'd ’em how he knew
there was a Bear upon the Tree which he knockd
with his Axc; and they all reply’d, that ‘twas as
cafily diftinguifh’d as the Print of an Elk’s Foot in
the Snow. For five or fix Times they never mifs'd ;
for after they had knock’d ewo or three Times upon
the Trunk of the Tree, the Bear came out of its
Hole, and was prefently fhot. The Canada Bears
are extream black, but not mifchievous, for they
never attack one, unlefs they be wounded of fird
upon. 'They are fo fat, efpecially in the Autumn,
that they can fcarce walk: Thofe which we kill'd
were extream fat, but their Fat is good for nothing
but to be burnt, whereas their Flefh, and, above
all, their Feet, are very nice Victuals, The Savages
affirm, that no Flefh is fo delicious as that of Bears;
and indeed, T think they areinthe right of it. While
we rang’d up and down in queft of Bears, we had
the Pleafure of {pying fome Martins and wild Cats
upon the Branches of the Trees, which the Savages
fhot in the Head to preferve their Skin. Buc the
moft comical thing I faw, was the Stupidity of the
Wood-hens, which fit upon the Trees in whole
Flocks, and are kill'd one after another, without
ever offering to ftir. Commonly the Savages fhoot
at them with Arrows, for they fay they are not
worth a Shoot of Powder, which is able to kill an
Elk or an Hart, 1 have ply’d this fort of Fowling
in the Neighbourhood of our Cantons or Habita-
tions in the Winter time, with the Help a Dog
who found out the Trees by Scent, and then
bark’d ; upon which I approach’d to the 'Tree,

and found the Fowls upon the Branches. Whgﬂ
the
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the Thaw came, I went two or three Leagues furs
ther up the Lake, in Company with fome Canadefe,
en purpofe to fee that Fowl flap with its Wings.
Believe me, Sir, this Sight is one of the greateft
Curiofities in the World ; for their flapping makes
a Noife much like that of a Drum all about, for the
Space of a Minute or thereabouts; then the Noife
ceafes for half a quarter of an Hour, after which
it begins again. By this Noife we were direéted to
the Place where the unfortunate Moor-hens fat, and
found ’em upon rotten mofly Trees. By flapping
one Wing againft the other, they mean to call their
Mates ; and the humming Noife that enfues there-
upon, may be heard half a quarter of a League off.
"This they do only in the Months of April, May,
September and Offober ; and, which is very remark-
able, the Moor-hen never flaps in this manner, but
upon one Tree. It begins at the break of Day,
and gives over at nine 0’Cloek in the Morning, till
about an Hour before Sunfet that it flutters again,
and continues {o to do till Night: I proteft to you
that I have frequently contented my felf with fee~
ing and admiring the flapping of their Wings with~
out offering to fhoot at ’em.

Befides the Pleafure of fo many different forts of
Diverfion, I was likewife entertain’d in the Woods
with the Company of the honeft old Gentlemen that
livid in former Ages. Honelt Homer, the Amiable
Anacreon, and my Dear Lacian, were my infepa-
rable Companions. Ariffotle too defir’d paffionately
to go along with us, but my Canow was too little
to hold his bulky Equipage of Peripatetick Syllo-
gifms: So that he was €’en fain to trudge back to
the Jefuits, who vouchfaf’d him a very honourable
Reception.:. I had a great deal of Reafon to rid my
felf of that great Philofopher’s Company ; for his
ridiculous Jargon, and his fenfelefs Terms, would
have frighted the Savages out of their Wits, Fare-

Ez : welly
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well, Sir, T am now arriv’d at once at the End of
my Game and my Letter. 1 have heard no News
from Quebec, where they continue to make mighty
Preparations for fome confiderable Enterprize. Time
will difcover a great many things, an Account of
which I mean to tranimit to you by the Ships that
are to leave this Harbour in the End of Autumn. 1
conclude with my vfual Compliment,

)

Tours, &ec.

LET TR Xk
Dated at St. Helens, over-againft Monreal,
Fune 8. 1687.

The Chevalier de Vaudreuil arrives 77 Canada
with fome Troops. Both the Regular Troops
and the Militia, are pofied at St. Helens,
a readinefs to march (!g(}ﬁiﬁ the Troquefe.

SIR,

¥ Have fuch a Budget-full of News, that I know

not where to begin. 1 receiv'd Letters but now
from Mr. Sensiay’s Office ; by which I have Advice,
that Orders are fent to- Mr. Denonville to allow me
to go for France, upon my private Concerns. No
longer fince than Yefterday, he told me I fhould
have Leave to go after the Campaign is over. My
R.elations write, that the procuring of this Leave
coft ’em a great deal of Pains; and that the fooner
1 come to Paris, “twill be the better for me.

The Governor arrivid at Monreal three or four
Days ago, with all the Militia of the Country, who
Yie now incamp'd along with our Troops in that
Hland. Mr. D’ Amblemont has been at Quebec this
Month, with five or fix fecond Rate Ships, h?f_iiljg
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{aild from Rochel thither in 28 Days. He brought
over with him ten or twelve Companies of Marines,
who are to guard the Colony while we invade the
froguefe Country. ’Tisfaid, thatlaft Year Mr. De-
nonville fent {feveral Canadefe, that were known and
eftcem’d by the Savages, our Allies, wholive upon
the Banks of the Lakes and the adjacent Countries,
with Orders to engage ’em to favour our Defign of
extirpating the frogue/e. In the Winter he made
Magazines of Ammunition and Provifions, and now
he has fent feveral Canows, laden with Provifions,
to Fort Froutenac, and given Orders for the Build-
ing of an infinite number of {uch Boatsas Idefcrib’d
in my fourth Letter, for the tranfporting of our
twenty Companics of Marines. The Militia who
are incamp’d in this Ifland along with our Troops,
make fifteen hundred Men, and are join’d by five
hundred of the converted Savages that live in the
Neighbourhood of Quebec and the Ifland of Mon-=
real. ‘'The Chevalier Vaudrenil, who is come from
FErance to command our Troops, is refolv’d to ap=-
pear in the Field, notwithftanding the Fatigue of his
Paflage to Canada; and the Governor of Monreal
is of the fame Mind. Mr. de Champigni, the In=
tendant of this Country, went from hence to Fort
Frontenac two Days ago. The Day after T'o-mor-
row, Mr.de Denonville means to march at the Head
of his little Army, being accompany’d with an an-
tient Iroquefe, that is very much refpeéted by the
five Cantons. 'The Hiftory and various Adventures
of this old Gentleman, are too tedious to bear a
Relation in this Place. Every body is apprehen-
five that this Expedition will prove as fuccefslefsas
that of Mr. de /2 Barre: And if their Apprehen-
fions are not difappeinted, the King lays out his
Money tono Purpofe. For my own Part, when I
reflect upon the Attempt we made three Years ago,
I can’t but think it impoffible for us to fucceed.
F3a Time
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Fime will difcover the Confequences of this Expe~
dition ; and perhaps we may come to repent, tho’
too late, of our complying with the Advice of fome
Difturbers of the publick Peace, who project to en-
large their private Fortunes in a general Commo-
tion. I lay this down for an uncontefted Truth,
that we are not able to deftroy the Troguefe by our
felves : Befides, what occafion have we to trouble
*em, fince they give us no Provocation? However,
let the Event be what it willy T fhall not fail upon
my Return to tranfmit you a Journal of our Ac
tions, unlefs it be, that T embarque for Rockel, and
deliver it myfelf: In the mean time, believe me
to be,
SIR,

Yours, &c

g G o i ) G (1
Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2. 1687.

Reprefenting the unfavourable Iffue of the Cam-
Jo(zig?z made in the Iroquefe Country; the Dif~
covery of an Ambufcade ; and the iffuing of
Orders for the Autbor to march with a De-
tachment to the great Lakes.

S IR,

I T has been a Maxim in all Ages, that the Events

of things are not always anfwerable to Mens Ex-
petations: When Men form to them{elvesa promi-
fing Profpeét of compaffing their Ends, they fre-
quently meet with the Mortification of {eeing them-
felves difappointed.  'This I ipeak by way of Ap-
Tication to myfelf ; for inftead of going for France,

purfuant to the Contents of the Letter I writ to you
- two
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two Months ago, I am now oblig’d to ftraggle to
one End of the World, as you’ll find by the follow-
ing Journal of our Expedition.
We broke up from St. Helens much about the time
1 fpoke of in-my laft. Mr. de Champigni went before
us with a ftrong Guard, and arriv’d in a Canow at
Fort Frontenac, eight or ten Daysbefore we came up.
As foon as he arriv’d, he fent two or three hundred
Canadefe to furprize the Villages of Kente and Gane-
ouffes which lie at the diftance of feven or eight
Leagues from the Fort, and are inhabited by a fort
of Iroguefe, that deferv’d no other Ufage than what
they met with. Our Canadefe had no great difficulty
in maftering them ; for they furpris’d ’em when they
leaft thought of any Alarm, and brought ’em Prifo-
ners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to Pofts
with Cords round their Necks, Hands, and Fect.
We arriv’d at the Fort on the firft of Fu/y, after the
encountering of feveral Difficulties among the Wa-
ter-falls, Cataraéts, and Currents, that I formerly
defcrib’d to you in my Account of Mr. de /a Barre’s
Expedition. We were more perplex’d in this Voyage
than the former ; for our Boats were {o heavy, that
we could not tranfport ’em over Land as we did the
Canows, but were oblig’d to drag "em up through
the impra&icable Paffes with the Force of Men and
Ropes. Immediately upon our debarquing, I went
ftraight to the Fort, where Ifaw the miferable Pri-
foners in the abovemention’d Pofture. The Sight of
this Piece of Tyranny fili'd me at once with Com-
paffion and Horror ; but in the mean time the poor
Woretches fung Night and Day, that being the cufto-
mary Pracice of the People of Canada when they
fall into the Hands of their Enemies. They com=
plain’d, ©That they were betray’d without any
¢ Ground ; that in Compenfation for the Care they
¢ had took ever fince the Peace to furnifh the Gari-
¢ fon with Fifh and Venifon, they were bound and
F 4 ¢ tied
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tied to Pofts, and whip’d in fuch a manner, thae
they could neither fleep, nor guard off the Flies 5
that the only Requital they met with for procuring
to the French a Commerce in the Skins of Beavers
and other Animals, was, to be doom’d to Slavery,
and to fee their Fathers, and the antient Men of
their Country, murder’d before their Eyes. Are
thefe the Freunch, faid they, that the Fejuits cry’d
up o much for Men of Probity and Honour? Even
che cruelleft fort of Death that Imagination itfelf
can reach, wauld be nothing to us in Comparifon
with the odious and horrible Spectacle of the Blood
of our Anceftors, that is fhed fo inhumanly before
our Eyes. Affuredly, the five\Villages will revenge
our Quarrel, and entertair an everlafting and juft
Refentment of the tyrannical Ufage we now meet
with.” T made up to one of thefe Wretches that
was about five and twenty years old, and had fre-
quently regal’d me in his Hutr, not far from the
Fort, during my fix Weeks Service in that Place, in
the Year of Mr. de Ja Barre’s Expedition. Thispoor
Man being Mafter of the Algonkin Language, I'gave
him to know, that I was heartily griev’d to {fee him
in that difmal Pofture; that I would take care to
have Vicuals and Drink convey’'d to him twicea
Day, and would give him Letters for my Friendsat
Monreal, in order to his being us’d more favourably
than his Companions. He reply'd, that he faw and
was very well acquainted with the Horror that moft
of the French wereaffeed with, upon the View of
the Cruelty they underwent; and, that he fcorn’d
to be fed, or usd more civilly than his Fellow Pri-
foners. He gave me an Account of the Manner in
which they were furpriz’d, and how their Anceftors
were maflacred ; and truly, I do not believe that any
one can be touch’d with more cutting and bitter Re-
fietions than this poor Man was, when he recounted
the many Services he had done the Frouch, darigg
the
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the whole Courlfe of his Life: At laft, after many
Sighs and Groans, he bow d down his Head, and
wrap d himfelf up in Silence. LQuaeque poteft narrat,
reftabant witima flevit. But this was not the only
Thing that affe¢ted me, when I beheld the Mifery
of thefe innocent Creatures: 1 {aw {ome young Sa-
vages of our fide burn their Fingers with Fire in their
lighted Pipes; which provok'd me to threfh ‘em
foundly ; but I was feverely reprimanded for my
Pains, and confin’d to my Tent for five or fix Days,
where I only repented that I had not dealt my Blows
in a double Meafure. 'Thefe Savages refented the
Matter {o highly, that they ran prefently to their
Hutts, and flew to their Fufees, in order to kill me.
Nay, all that could be done was {carce {ufficient to
appeafe ‘em ; for the Difpute came to that height,
that they would have left us, if it had not been
that our Men affur’d ’em 1 was
* drunk, that all the French were
prohibited to give me either Wine
or Brandy, and that I fhould cer- v 14 Borsle az
tainly be imprifon’d as foon as the tones for ali Crime:.

Campaign were over. However, the
poor Wretches, the Prifoners, were carried to 9 ue-
bec ; from whence they are to be fent to the French
Gallies. Much about that time, the Sieur de Jz
Foreft, one of Mr. de Ja Saile’s Officers, arriv'd at
the Fort in a great Canow, being conduéted thither
by eight or ten Coureurs de Bois. He gave Mr. de
Denonville to underftand, thata Party of the Ji/inefe
and the Oumainis waited for the Hurons and the
Outaonas at the Lake of St. Claire, in order to join
’em, and to march with joint Forces to the River
of the Zfomncntouans, that being the Place of their
general Rendezvous. He added, that in the Lake
of the Hurons near Miffilimakinac, Mr. de la Duran-
tais, aflifted by the Savages, our Allies, had taken
an Enuglifb Company, conduéted by fome Imqmﬁ’,
who
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who had fifty thoufand Crowns worth of Goods in
their Canows, to be difpos’d of in Exchange with
the Nations that dwell upon thefe Lakes; as alfo,
that Mr. Dulbut had taken another Englifis Convoy,
being affifted by the Conreurs de Bois, and the Sava-
ges, who had fhar’d the former Capture; and that
he had kept the Englifband Iroquefe as Prifoners, as
well as their Commander, who was call’d Major
Gregory. In fine, he reprefented to Mr. de Denon-
wille, that *twas high time for him to fet out from
Fort Frontenac, if he mean’d to appear at the gene-
ral Rendezvous, where the Auxiliary Troops fent
from the Lakeswould arrive very fpeedily. The
next Day, being the 3d of Fuly, the Sieur de Ja
Foreft embarqued again for Niagara, and fteer’d to
it North-fide of the L.ake. At the fame time we
embarqued, and ftood to the oppofite fide of the
Lake, being favour’d by the Calms which in that
Month are very common.

By good luck our whole Body arriv’d almoft at
one and the fame time in the River of the T fonontoti
ams ;5 and upon that Occafion, the Savages, our Al-
lies, who draw Predictions from the moft trifling
Accidents, fhew’d their wonted Superftition in take-
ing this for an infallible Prefage of the utter De-
frucion of the Jroguefe: Tho after all, they prov’d
falfe Prophets, as you will find by the Sequel of this
Letter. The fame Night that we landed, we hawl’d
our Canows and Boats out of the Water, and feta
ftrong Guard upon ’em. This done, we built a Fort
of Stakes or Pales, where we left the Sieur Dorvillers
with four hundred Men to guard our Shipping and
Baggage. The next Day, a young Canadefe, call'd
Fontaine Marion, was unjuftly fhot to Death. His
Cafe ftood thus: Having travel'd frequently all over
this Continent, he was perfectly well acquainted
with the Country, and with the Savages of Canadas
and after the doing of feveral good Services t% the
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King, defir'd Leave from the Governor General to
continue his Travels, in order to carry on fome
little Trade ; but his Requeft was never granfcd
Upon that, he refolv’d to remove to New -England,
the two Crov. ns being then in Peace. 'The Planters
of New-England gave him a very welcome R ecep-
tion ; fnr hc wasan active Fellow , and one that un-
derftood almoft all the Languages of the Sav vages.
Upon this Conf (‘r'-r;'r'on he was employ’d to con-
duct the two Englif} Lomnu fpoke of but now
and had the Misfortune to be taken along with them.
Now, to my mind, the Ulage he met with from us
was extream hard ; for we are in Peace with Eng-
land ; and bcﬁdcs, that Crown lays Claim to the
Property of the Lakes of Canada.

The next Day we began our March towards the
great Village of the Tlononto wans, without any other
Provifions than ten Biskets a ‘\Iﬁn which every one
carry’d for himfelf ='We had but feven I.eagues to
march in a great Wood of tall ‘T'rees, upon a fmooth
even Ground, The Coureurs de Bois, with a Party
of the Savages, led the Van, and the reft of the Sava-
ges brought up the Rear, our regular Troops and
our Militia being pofted in the Middle. 'The firft
Day the Army march’d four Leagues, and the ad-
vanc’d Guards made no Difcovery. The{econd Day
our advanc’d Parties march’d up to the very Fields of
the Village without perceiving any thing, tho’ they
paltw nhm a Piftol-fhot of five hundred xl/mfr}rfnfw 15,
who lay flat upon the Ground, and fuffer’d ’em to
pafs and repafs without Moleftation. Upon thcir In-
telligence we march’d up with equal Precipitation
and Confufion, being buoy’d up with the Apprehen-
tion that the /rojue/e had fled, and that at leaft their
‘Women, Ch:ldren and fnperanuated Perfons would
fall into our Hands. When we arriv’d at the Bottom
of the Hill, upon which the Ambufcade was plac’d,
at the Diftance of a quarterof a League from the Vil-

lage,
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lage, they began to raife their wonted Cry, which
was follow’d by the firing of fome Muskets, Had
you but feen, Sir, what Diforder our Troops and
Militia were in amidft the thick Trees, you would
have joyn'd with me, in thinking that {everal thou-
{ands of Eurepeans are no more than a fufficient Num-
ber to make Head againft five hundred Barbarians.
Our Batallions were divided into ftraggling Parties,
who fell into the Right and Left, without knowing
where they went. Inftead of firing upon the Iroguefe,
we fir’d upon one another. *T'was to no Purpofe to
call in the Soldiers of fuch and fuch a Batallion, for
we could not {ee thirty Paces off: In fine, we were
fo diforder’d, that the Enemy were going to clofe in
upon us with their Clubs in thejr Hands ; when the
Savages of our fide having rally’d, repuls’d the Ene-
my, and purfu’d ’em to their Villages with fo much
Fury , that they brought off the Heads of eighty, and
wounded a great many. In this Action we loft ten
Savages, and a hundred French: Wehad twenty or
two and twenty wounded, in which Number was
the good Father Augeleran the Jefuit, who receiv’da
Musket-fhot in thofe Parts which Origen chofe to lop
of, in order to qualify himfelf for inflructing the
Fair Sex without the Difturbance of Paffion, or the
Danger of Scandal. When the Savages brought in
the Heads of their Encmies to Mr. de Denonville, they
ask’d him why he halted, and did not march up?
He made Anfwer, that he could not leave his wound-
ed Men behind, and that he thought it proper to
encamp, that the Surgeons might have time to drefs
their Wounds. 'To obviate this Pretence, the Sa-
vages offer’d to make Litters for the traniporting
of em to the Village, that lay but a little way off.
But our General did not approve of their Advice;
upon which, notwithftanding his R emonftrances,
they drew up into 2 Body, and tho’ they confifted

of ten different Nations, agreed in a joint Refolu-
gion
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tion of purfuing their Enemy, in hopes of taking, at

leaft their Women, their old Men, and their Chil-
dren. Our General being acquainted with their Re~
folution, gave ’em to know, that he earneftly defir'd
they wounld reft for one Day, and not depart from
his Camp, and that the next Day he would burn their
Villages, and ftarve ’em to Death by {poiling their
Crops. But they took this Compliment {o ill, that
moft of ’em return’d to their own Country ; remon-
ftracing, ¢ ‘That the French came out to fetch a Walk,
¢ rather than to wage War, fince they would not
¢ take the Advantage of the beft Opportunity in the
* World: That their Ardour, like a Flath of Fire,
¢ was extinguifhd as {foon as kindled : ‘That ’twas a
¢ fruitlefs Adventure, to draw together {o many
¢ Warriors, from all Parts, tg burn fome Hutts of
¢ Bark, that the Enemy could rebuild in four Days:
¢ Thatthe 7/onontonans did not matter the fpoiling of
¢ their Corn, for that the other Jroguefe Nations were
¢ able to fupply ’em: And in fine, That fince they
¢ had joyn’d the French twice together to no Purpofe,
¢ they would never truft ’em for the future, in fpite
¢ of all the Remonftrances they could make. Some
are of the Opinion, that Mr, de Denonville ought to
have gone farther; and others affirm, that’twasim-«
poffible for him to do more than he did. For my
Part, I fhall not venture upon any Decifion of the
Matter ; thofe who fit at the Helm are moft liable
to be perplex’d. To purfue the bare Matter of Faét;
we march’d next Day to the great Village, and car-
ry’d our wounded Men upon Litters; but we found

nothing there but Afhes; for the Jroguefe had burnt

the Village themfelves, by way of Precaution. 'Then

we fpent five or fix Daysin cutting down the Fndian

Corn with our Swords.  From thence we march’d

to the two little Villages of the Zhegaronbies and the

Danoncaritaouiy which lay about twoor three Leagues

off Having done the like Exploits there, we re-

turn’d
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turn’d to the Lake-fide. In allthefe Villages we
found plenty of Horfes, black Cattle, Fowl and
Hogs. All the Country round afforded usa very
charming, pleafant, and even Profpeét. The Fo-
refts thro’ which we march’d were replenifb’d with
Qak, Wall-nut, and wild Chefhut-Trees.

Two Daysafter we imbarqu’d for Niagara, which
lay thirty Leagues off, and arriv’d there in four
Days. As {oon as the Troops had debarqu’d, we
imploy’d ’em in making a Fort of Pales with four
Baftions, which was finifh’d in three Days. Here we
mean to leave 120 Soldiers under the Command of
Mr. des Bergeres, with Ammunition and Provifions
for eight Months. 'I'he Fort ftands on the South fide
of the Streight of Herrie Lake, upon a Hill; at the
Foot of which, that Lake falls into the Lake of Fron-
tenac. Yefterday the Savages our Allies took leave
of Mr. de Denonvilie, and made a Speech after their
ufual manner ; in which, among other things, they
infinuated, That they were pleas’d to fee a Fort fo
conveniently plac’d, which might favour theirRe.
treat upon any Expedition againft the Iroguefe ;
That they depended upon his Promife, of continu=
ing the War till the five Nations fhould be either
deftroy’d or difpoflefs’d of their Country ; that they
earneftly defir'd that part of the Army fhould take
the Field out of hand, and continue in it both Win-
ter and Summer, for that they would certainly do
the fame on their Part; and in fine, that for as
much as their Alliance with France was chiefly
grounded upon the Promifes the French made of
liftening to no Propofals of Peace, till the five Na-
tions fhould be ‘quite extirpated ; they therefore
hop’d they would be as good as their Word ; efpe-
cially confidering that a Ceflation of Arms would
fully the Honour of the French, and infallibly dif~
engage their Allies. Mr. de Denonville gave them

fre(h AfTurances of his Intention to carry on the War,
in
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in {pite of all the Effortsof the Jroguefe; and ina
Word, protefted that he would profecute this Defign
{o vigoroufly, that in the End thefe Barbariaus
fhould be cither quite cut off, or oblig’d to fhift their
Seats.

The General call’d for me that very Day, and ac-
quainted me, that in regard I underitood the Lan-
guage of the Savages, 1 was to go with a Detach-
ment to cover their Country, purfuant to their Re-
queft. At the fame timeheaffur'd me, he would in-
form the Court of the Reafons that mov'd him to
detain me in Canada, notwithftanding that he had
Orders to give me leave to go home. You may ca-
fily guefs, Sir, that I was thunder-ftruck with thefe
News, when I had fed myfelf all along with the
hopes of returning to France, and promoting my
Intereft, which is now fo much thwarted. Howe-
ver, T was forc'd to be contented ; for the greater
Power bears the Sway all the World over.  Purfu-
ant to my Orders, I made all fuitable Preparations
for my Voyage, without Lofs of Time. I took leave
of my Friends, who fingled out the beft Soldiers
for me ; and made me Prefents of Cloaths, Tobac-
co, Books, and an Infinity of other Things that they
could fpare without any Inconveniency, becaufe
they were then upon their Return to the Colony,
which affords every thing that one can defire. By
good luck, 1 brought my Aftrolabe with me from
Monreal, which will enable me to take the Latitudes
of this Lake, and to make feveral other ufeful Ob-
fervations ; for, in all appearance, I fhall be out two
Years or fuch a Matter. The Men of my Detach-
ment are brisk proper Fellows, and my Canows are
both ‘newand large. I am to go along with: Mr.
Dulbut, & 'Lionis- Gentleman, who is a Perfon of
great Merit, and has done his King and his Coun-
try very confiderable Services. Mr. de'Zont; makes
another of our Company ; and-a Cempany of Sa-

vages
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vages is to follow us. Mr. de Denonville will fes
out for the Colony by the North-fide of the Lake
of Frontenac, in two or three Days. He defigns to
leave at Fort Fromtenat, a number of Men and
Ammunition equal to what he leaves here. 1 here-
with tranfmit fome Letters for my Relations, which
1 beg you would convey to their Hands. - If I meet
with any Opportunity, Il fend you a Journal of
my Voyage the next Year. In the mean time,

Tam,
S IR,

Yoursy &c.

L E*FTOE RGP

Dated at Miffilimakinac, May 26. 1688,

The Author leaves Niagara, and bas an Encouns
for with the Troquefe at the End of the Land-
Carriage. The After=part of bis Voyage. A
Defcription of the Country. He arrives at
Fort St. Jofeph in the Mouth of the Labke of
Hurons, A Detachment of the Hurons arrive
at the fame Place. After an Engagement, they
fet out for Miffilimakinac, A4 Jrange Adven-
ture of My, de la Salle’s Brother. Miffilima-
kinac defcribd.

S IR,
Am at a Lofs to determine whether ’tis owing o

Stupidity, or Greatnefs of Mind, that the Lofs of
my Eftate, which 1 infallibly forefee, doesnotat all
affe@ me. Your Letter is but too fhrewd a Confir-
mation of my Prophecy : However, I cannot but

purfue your feafonable Advice in writing to Cou‘r;i
f
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in the mean time fuffer me to fatisfy my Promife,
in prefenting you with a Relation of my Voyages,
I imbarq ned at | Niagara Axguft 3. on board a Ca-
now M.l'n ’d with eight Soldiers of my Detach-
ment ; and after mzm"w three Leagues againft the
Current of the Streight, came that {ame Le.y to the
Place where the Navigation ftops. There I met
with the Sieur Grifolon ”;., Tourctie , Brother to M.

Dulbut, who had ventur ’d to come from _».f;/,-:._.,: A=
kinac with a fingle Canow to join the Army. The
4th we commenc’d our great Land- (_L.rrmﬂ to the
Southward, being obllé d to tranfport our Canows
from a League and a half below the great Fall of
Niagara, to half a League aboveit. Before we got
at any beaten or lcvel Path, we were forc’d to
climb up three Mountains, upon which an hundred
froguefe might have knock’d us all on the Head with
Stones. W hile we were 1fnploy d in this Tranfport
Service, we were alarm’d twicé or thrice ; which
caution’d us to keep a ftri¢t Guard, and toTran{port
our Baggage with all poflible Expedition: Nay,
after all our Precautions, we were forc’d to leave one
half of our Baggage about half Way, upon the Dif-
covery of a thoufand Iroguefe that march’d towards
us. Do you Judoe, Sir, it we had not fome R ea-
{on to be alarm’d ; and whether we would ftand to
facrifice all to the natural Principle of Self-prefer-
vation ; tho’ indeed we were in danger of lofing
our Lives as well as our Baggage; for we had not
imbarqued above the Fall half a quarter of an Hour,
when the Enemy appear’d upon the Streight fide.
I affure you, I ’icap’d very narrowly ; for about a
quarter of an Hour before, I and three or four
Savages had gone five hundred Paces out of our
Road, to look upon that fearful Catara@ ; and ’twas
as much as I could do, to get at the Canows be-
fore they put off To be taken by fuch cruel Fel-

G lows,
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lows, was to me no trifling thing,
% The Prifmers ta- 10 morir € niente, ma il vivere bry-
ben by the Troquefe giando € troppo. o die is nothing,
are frequently burnt. ‘bug 1o live in the midft of Hire ® is
too much.

As for the Water-fall of Niagara ; *tis feven or
eight hundred Foot high, and a half a League
broad. Towards the Middle of it we defcry an Ifland
that leans towards the Precipice, as if it were ready
to fall. All the Beafts that crofs the Water within
half a Quarter of a League above this unfortunate
Ifland, are fuck’d in by Force of the Stream: And
the Beafts and Fifh that are thus kill'd by the pro-
digious Fall, ferve for food to fifty Iroquefe, who
are fettled about two Leagues off, and take "em out
of the Water with their Canows. Between the Sur-
face of the Water that fhelves off prodigioufly, and
the Foot of the Precipice, three Men may crofs in
a Breaft without any other Damage, than a {prink-
ling of fome few Drops of Water.

To return to the Story of the thoufand ITroguefe;
I muft tell you, that we crofs’d the Streight with all
the Vigour we were Mafters of, and after rowing
all Night, arriv’d next Morning at the Mouth of
the Lake, which appear’d to be indifferent rapid.
Then we were fecure from all Danger, for the fro-
quefe Canows are o dull and large, that they cannot
f2il near fo quick as thofe made of Birch-bark. The
former are made of Elm-bark, which is very hea-
vy, and their Form is very awkward ; for they arefo
Jong and broad that thirty Men row in them, two
abreaft, whether fitting or {tanding, and Sides are

{o low, that they dare not venture em upon the
Lakes, tho” the Wind be very flack. We coafted
along the North-Coaft. of the Lake of Erie, being
favour’d by the “alms, which are in a manner con=
ftant in that Seafon, efpecially in the Southern
Countries. Upon the Brink of this Lake we fre-
quently
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quently faw Flocks of fifty or fixty Turkies, which
run incredibly faft upon the Sands, And the Sava-
ges of our Company kill’d great Numbers of ’em,
which they gave to us in Exchange for the Fifh that
ve catch’d. The 257/ we arrivd at a long Point of
Land which fhoots out 14 or 15 Leaguesinto the
Lake; and the Heat being exceflive, we chofe to
tranfport our Boats and Baggage two hundred Paces
over Land, rather than coaft about for thirty-five
Leagues. Septemb. 6. We enter’d the Streight of
the Lake of Huron, where we met with a flack Cur-
rent of halfa League in breadth, that continued till
we arriv’d in the Lake of St. Claire, which is twelveé
Leagues in Circumference. 'The 8¢5 of the fame
Month we fteer’d on to the other End, from whence
we had but fix Leagues to run againft the Stream,
till we arriv’d in the Mouth of the Lake of Hurons,
where we landed on the 14¢5. You cannot ima-
gine the pleafant Profpet of this Streight, and of
the little Lake ; for their Banks are cover’d with all
forts of wild Fruit-Trees. *Tis true, the want of
Agriculture finks the Agreeablenefs of the Fruit ; but
their Plenty is very furprizing. We {py’d no other
Animals upon the Shoar, but Herds of Harts, and
Roe-bucks: And when we came to little Iflands,
we {cour’d ’em, in order to oblige thefe Beafts to
crofs over to the Continent, upon which they offer-
ing to fwim over, were knock’d on the Head by
our Canow Men that were planted all round the
Iflands. After our Arrival at the Fort, of which I
was erder’d to take Pofleffion, Mr. Dalbut and Mr.
de Tomti had a Mind to reft themfelves for fome
Days, as well as the Savages that accompany’d us.
This Fort which was built by Mr. Dulbut, was
garifon’d upon his own Chargesby the Courenrs de
Bois, who had taken care to {ow in it fome Bufhels
of Turkey-Wheat, which afforded a plentiful Crop,
that prov’d of great Ufe to me. 'The Garifon {ur-
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rendred their Poft very chearfully to my Detach-
ment ; and then purfued their Commerce with our
Savages, for every one had leave to go where he
pleas’d. 'This gave me an Opportunity of fending
two Canows under a Guard of Soldiers, to difpofe
of a great Roll of Tobacco of zoo weight, that Mr.
Dulbut had kindly prefented me with;; for that ho-
neft Gentleman inform'd me, that my Soldiers
might eafily purchafe Corn in Exchange for Tobac-
co, fooner than for any other Commodities. 1am
oblig’d to him as long as I live; but I am much
afraid, the Treafurer of the Navy will make him
no berter Compenfation for this Piece of Service,
than for a thoufand other Disburfements upon the
King’s Account. 'The Soldiers I fent with the To-
bacco, return’d in the latter End of Nowvember, and
brought with ’em the Reverend Father Avenau the
Jefuit, who found no occafion to trouble himfelf
with preaching up Abftinence from Meat in the
time of Lent. They brought Advice, that a Party
of the Hurons being prepar’d to march out of their
Villages, to attack the Iroquefe Beaver-hunters,
would fpeedily repair to the Fort to reft themfelves.
In the mean time I waited with Impatience for the
‘Arrival of one Zurcot, and four more of the Cou-
veurs de Bois, who were to come to me in the begin-
ning of December, along with {fome other Hunt{men
that Mr. de Denonville had promis'd to fend me:
But hearing noching of ’em, and our Commons be-
ing at that time very fhort, I thould have been very
much pinch’d, if four young Canadefe who were
expert Hunt{men, had not tarry’d with me all Win-
ter. The above-mention’d Party of the Hyrons at-
riv’d Decemb. 2. being headed by one Saentfouart,
who left me his Canow and his Baggage, to keep
till he return’d ; for he could not poffibly continue
his Navigation longer, upon the Account that the

Surface of the Water began then to be cover’d with
Ice.
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Ice. 'Thefe Savages chofe to march over Land to
the Fort of Niagara, where they expected to receive
Intelligence before they enter’d the Country of the
Iroguefe. They march’d ten Days, i e. fifty Leagues,
without feeing one Soul. But at laft their Scouts
perceiv’d the Foot-fteps of fome Huntfmen, which
they trac’d at a great Pace for a whole Night, the
Snow being then a Foot deep. 'Towards the break
of Day they return’d, and gave notice to their Fel-
low-Adventurers, that they had difcover’d fix
Hutts, with ten Men ledg’d in each of ’em. Upon
this Intelligence the whole Party madea halt, in or-
der to paint their Faces, to prepare their Arms,
and to concert proper Meafures, The Attack was
1o form’d, that two Men made {oftly up to the two
Doors of the Hutts with their Clubs in their Hands,
to knock down any one that offer’d to come out,
while the reft were imploy’d in firing their Pieces.
And the Action was crown’d with wonderful Suc-
cels; for the Troquefe being furpriz’d and fhut up in
their bark Prifons, there were but two out of fixty-
four that made their Efcape ; and thefe two being
naked and deftitute of Fire-Arms, could not but
perith in the Woods. 'Three of the Hurons indeed
were kill'd upon the Spot, but to atone for that
Lofs, the Aggreflors carry’d off fourteen Prifoners,
and four Women. This done, they march’d back
to my Fort with all poffible Expedition. Among
the Captive Slaves, there were three who had made
Part of the Number of the 1000 Iroguefe thar
thought to have furpriz’d us the Year before, when
we were imploy’d in the great I.and-Carriage at
Niagara. They gave us to underftand, that the
Fort of Niagara was block’d up by eight hundred
Iroguefe, who mean’d to appear before my Poft
without any Delay. This troublefome Piece of
News gall'd me to the laft Degree, for fear of being
reduc’d to Extremities ; and with that View I was a
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usband of what Corn T had left. Twas
not apprehenfive of being attack’d by ’em, for the
Savages never fight fairly, neither do they ever
attempt to pull up Pallifadoes; but I was afraid
that they would ftarve us out by cramping our
Hunt{men in their due Range. However, the Hu-
vons continuing fifteen Days in my Fort to refrefh
themfelves, 1 us'd the Precaution of ingaging them
to affift my Hunt{men in providing Meat: Butas
foon as they took leave of me in order to 'return
home, our Hunting was at an End, and the Gates
were kept fhut.

At laft, finding that my Provifions were almoft
out, I refolv’d to go to Miffilimakinac, to buy up
Corn from the Hurons and the Qutaouans. Accors
dingly, having left fome Soldiers to guard the Fort
in my Abfence, 1 imbarq’d with the reft of my
Detachment on the firft of April, with a gentle
gouth-Eaft Gale ; by the Help of which we infenfi-
bly crofs'd the Bay of Saguinan. 'Thatlittle Gulf'is
fix Honrs over, and in the middle of it there are
two litcle Iflands, which afford a very {eafonable
Shelter when a Wind arifes in the croffing over
Before you have crofs’d this Bay, the Coaft i all
along full of Rocks and Shelves, one of which that
T {aw was fix Leagues broad : But above it the Coaft
is clean and low, efpecially rowards the Sand-River,
which lies half way between that Bay and a Place
call’d & Anfe du Tonnere. Now this laft Placeis
reckon’d thirty Leagues off the Bay. Having paft
that, we had but thirty Leagues more to fail ; which
we did without any Danger, but the Help of an
Eaft-South-Eaft Gale, that {well d the Waves pro=
digioufly. 1In the Mouth of the Iilinefe Lake we
met the Party of the Haurons that I mention’d before;
and four or five hundred Outaonas, who werg bound
after having {pent the Winter in huanting o
the River of Saguinan. Both the¥
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and we were forc’d to lye by in that Place for three
or four Days, by reafon of the Ice: After which
the Lake was clear’d, and we crofs’d it together,
When the Hurons came athoar, they confulted
among themfelves how to difpofe of their Slaves:
After which they made a Prefent of one of ’em to
Mr. de Fuchereau, who commanded in that Place;
but the poor Wretch was prefently fhot to Death.
Another of ’em was prefented to the Outaouas, who
granted him his Life, for fuch Reafons as you
would eafily apprehend, if you were better acquaint-
ed with the Policy and Cunning of that fort of Men,
whom you now take for Beafts.

I arriv’d in this Place on the 1875 of April, and
my Uneafinefs and Trouble took Date from the Day
of my Arrival : For I found the Iudian Corn fo
fcarce by reafon of the preceding bad Harvefts, that
I defpair’d of finding half fo much as I wanted. But
after all, I am hopeful, that two Villages will fur-
nith me with almoft as much as I have Occafion for.
Mr. Cavelier arriv’d here May 6, being accompany’d
with his Nephew, Father Auafafe the Recollet, a
Pilot, one of the Savages, and fome few Frenchmen,
which made a Sort of a party-colour’d R etinue.
Thefe Frenchmen were fome of thofe that Mr. de /q
Saile had conducted upon the Difcovery of M;iffifipi.
‘They give out, that they are fent to Canada, in
order to goto Franse, with fome Difpatches from
Mr. de la Salle to the King: But we {ufpeét that he
is dead, becaufe he does not return along with ’em.
I thall not {fpend time in taking notice of their great
Journey over Land; which by the Account they
give, cannot be lefs than eight hundred Leagues.

Miffitimakinac, the Place I am now in, is certainly
a Place of great Importance. It lies in the Latitude
of forty-five Degrees, and thirty Minutes; but as
for its Longitude, 1 have nothing to fay of it, for
Realons mention’d in my fecond Letter. ’Tis not
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above half a League diftant from the Nlinefe Lake,
an Account of which, and indecd of all the other
Lakes, you may expect elfe-where. Here the Hu-
rous and Outaonas have, eachof ’em, a Village ; the
one being fever’d from the other by a fingle Palli-
{adoe: But the Outaonas are beginning to build a
Fort upon a Hill, that ftands but 1000 or 1200
Paces off. 'This Precaution they were prompted to
by the Murder of a certain Huron, call’d Sanda-
ouires, who was affaffinated in the Saguinan River by
four young Outaonas. 1In this Place the Jefuits have
a little Houfe, or College adjoining to a fort of a
Church, and inclos’d with Pales that feparate it from
the Village of the Hurons. 'Thefe good Fathers la-
vith away all their Divinity and Patience to no pur-
pofe, in converting fuch ignorant Infidels: For all
the length they can bring ‘em to, is, that oftentimes
they’ll defire Baptifin for their dying Children, and
fome few {uperannuated Perfons confent to receive
the Sacrament of Baptifin, when they find themfelves
at the Point of Death. The Coureurs de Bois have
but a very {mall Settlement here ; though at the
{ame time ’tis not inconfiderale, as being the Staple
of all the Goods that they truck with the Southand
the Weft Savages; for they cannot avoid pafling
this way, when they go to the Seats of the Ilinefe,
and the Owmamis, or to the Bay des Puants, and
to the River of Miffifipi. 'The Skins which they im-
port from thefe different Places, muft lye here {fome
time before they are tranfported to the Colony.
Miffilimakinac is fituated very advantageoufly ; for
the [roguefe dare not venture with their forry Ca-
nows, tocrofs the Streight of the Ji/inefe Lake, which
is two Leagues over ; befides that the Lake of the
Hurons is too rough for fuch flender Boats: And as
they cannot come to it by Water, fo they cannot
approach to it by Land, by reafon of the Marfhes,
Fens, and little Rivers, which “twould be very diﬁ?—
S T ; 2 a
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cult to crofs ; not to mention that the Streight of the
Dliinefe Lake lies ftill in their way.

You can {carce believe, Sir, what vaft Sholes of
white Fith are catch’d about the middle of the Chan-
nel, between the Continent and the Ifle of Miffili-
makinac. 'The Outaoyas and the Hurons could never
fubfift here, without that Fifhery ; for they are
oblig’d to travel above twenty Lea;_ues in the Woods,
before they can kill any Harts or Elks, and ‘twould
be an infinite Fatigue to carry their Carcafes fo far
over Land. 'This fort of white Fifh in my Opinion,
is the only one in all thefe Lakes that can be call'd
good ; and indeed it goes beyond all other forts of
River Fifh. Above all, it has one fingular Proper-
ty, namely, that all forts of Sauces fpml it, fo
that ’tis always eat either boil’d or broil’d, without
any manner of Seafoning. In the Channel I now
fpeak of, the Currents are fo ftrong, that they
fometimes fuck in the Nets, though thcv are two
or three Leagues off In fome SLaions it fo falls
out that the Currents run three Days Iiaft\\ ard, two
Days to the Weft, one to the South, and four North-
ward ; fometimes more, and fometimes lefs. The
Caufe of this Diverfity of Currents could never be
fathom'd, for in a Calm, they’ll run in the Space
of one Day, to all the Points of the Compaﬁ i e
fometimes one way, fometimes another, without any
Limitation of Time; {o that the Decifion of the Mat-
ter muft be left to the Difciples of Copernicus. Here
the Savages catch Trouts as big as one’s Thigh,
with a fort of F ithing-Hook made in the Form of an
Awl, and made faft toa Piece of Brafs Wi ire, which
is Jom’d to the Line that reaches to the Bottom of
the Lake. This fort of Fifhery is carried on not
only with Hooks, but with Nets, and that in Win-
ter, as well as in Summer: For they make Holes
in the Ice ata certain Diftance one from another,
thro which they conduct the Nets with Poles. T he
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Outaonas and the Hurons have very pleafant Fields,
in which they fow Judian Corn, Peafe, and Beans,
befides a fort of Citruls, and Melons, which differs
much from ours, and of which I fhall take Occafion
to {peak in another Place, Sometimes, thefe Sava-
ges fell their Corn very dear, efpecially when the
Beaver-hunting happens not to take well: Upon
which Occafion they make fufficient Reprifals upon
us for the extravagant Price of our Commodities.

As {oon as I have bought up fixty Sacks of Corn,
each of which may weigh fifty Pound, I am to march
with my Detachment alone to St. Mary’s Fort, in
order to ingage the Sauteurs or the Inhabitants of
Saut Saiut Marie, to join the Outaounas ; after which
we mean to march with joint Forces to the Country
of the Iroquefe. Befides thefe, there’s a Party of
a hundred Hurons ready to march, under the Com-
mand of the great Leader Adario, whom the French
call the Rat; but they do not march our way. I
fhall write to you with the firft Opportunity after
my Return from this Expedition. Perhaps the Je-
fuits will fend your Letters for me along with Mr.
Denonville’s to Fort St. fofeph, where 1am to refide.
I fhall expect their Arrival with the utmoft Impa-
tience. In the mean time I fend you a Letter di-
rected to Mr. de Seignelay, the Purport of which I
have here fubjoin’d. *Twill be a very {enfible Ob-
ligation laid upon me, if you vouchfafe to believe
that I always am,

S IR,

Yours, €.

LET-
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The Letter direfled to Mr. de Seignelay.

Honoured Sir,

¥ Am the Son of a Gentleman that fpent three
i hundred thoufand Crowns in deepening the Wa-
ter of the two Gaves of Bearn: He had the good
luck to compafs his End by conveying a great many
Brooks to thefe two Rivers; and the Current of the
Adour was by that means fo far ftrengthen’d, as to
render the Bar of Bayonne paflable by a fifty Gun
Ship, whereas in former times a Frigate of ten Guns
durft not venture over it. *Twas in Confideration of
this great and fuccefsful Attempt, that his Majefty
granted to my Father and his Heirs for ever, certain
Duties and Taxes, amounting to the Sum of three
thoufand Livresa Year. - This Grant was confirm’d
by an A& of the Council of State, dated Fanuary
9. 1658, fign’d Boffuer, collated, €. Another
Advantage accruing to the King and the Province
from my Father’s Services, confifts in the bringing
down of Mafts and Yards from the Pyrenean Moun-
tains, which could never have been effected, if he
had not by his Care, and by the disburfing of im-
menfe Sums, enlarged the Quantity of Water inthe
Gave of Oleroii to a double Proportion. Thefe Du-
ties and Taxes which had been juftly intail’d upon
him and his Heirs, ceas’d to be ours when hedy’d ;
and to inflame the Difgrace, I loft his Places, wiz.
that of being a Honorary Judge of the Parliament
of Pan, and Chief Juftice in Eyre for the Province
of Bearn ; all which were mine by Inheritance.
Thefe Lofles are now follow’d by an unjuft Seizure
that fome pretended Creditors have made of the
Barony of /a Hontan, of a Piece of Ground that lies
con-
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contignous to it, and of a hundred thoufand Livres
that lay in the Hands of the Chamber of Eayonne
Thefe faithlefs Creditors have no other Reafon to
fue me, but that I am now in the fagg End of the
World, and that they are rich, and {upported by
the Credit and Proteétion of the Parliament of Paris,
where they hope to make good their unjuft Preten-
fions in my Abfence. Laft Year 1 obtain’d Leave
to return to France, in order to take care of this
matter ; but now Mr. de Denonville has fent me
with a Detachment to thefe Lakes; from whence I
humbly petition that your Honour would vouchfafe
me Leave to come home the next Year, and at the
fame time honour me with your Protedtion. Iam,
with all poflible Refpect,

Your Honour’s, &c.

L. EXTER BV

Dated at Miffilimakinac, Sept. 18. 1688.

Defcribing the Fall call'd Saut St. Marie, where
the Author perfuades the Inkabitants to jon
the Qutaouas, and march aggainf? the Iroquefe.
And containing an Account of the Occurrences
of the Voyage between that Place and Miflili-
makinac

& FR

Am now return’d from the Jroguefe Country, and

have quitced the Fort of St. Fofeph, againft my
Will. 1 cannot allow myfelfto doubt, but that yos
ook care of the Letter direéted for Mr. de Seignelay,
which I tranfmicted to you three Months ago.

I fet
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I fet out from hence in my Canow, Fune 2. And
after my Arrival at the Water-fall call’d Sauz Sainte
Marie, 1 perfuaded forty young Warlike Fellows to
join the Party of the Outzonas that I mention’d in
my laft. This Saut Sainte Marie is a Catara&, or
rather a Water-fall of two Leagues in length, which
gives Vent to the Waters of the upper Lake, and at
the Bottom of which, not far from the Jefuits Houfe,
there’s a Village of the Outchipones, alias Sauteurs.
'This Place is a great Thoroughfare for the Coureurs
de Bois that trade with the Northern People, who
ufually repair to the Brinks of that Lake in the Sum-
mer. The continnal Fogg that rifes from the upper
Lake, and fpreads over the adjacent Country, ren-
ders the Ground 1o barren, that it bears no Corn.
The 13th of the fame Month I fet out from the
abovemention’d Village, being accompany’d by the
forty young Sautenrs, who embarqu’d in five Ca-
nows, each of which held eight Men, 'The 16th
we arriv'd at the Ifle of Detour, where my Soldiers
and the Party of the Outaonas had tarry’d for me
two Days. The firft Day was fpent by the Outaouas
and the Sautenrs in Warlike Feafts, Dancing, and
Singing, purfuant to their wonted Cuftom: 'The
next Day we all embark’d, and traverfing from Ifle
to Ifle, made the Ifland of Manitoualin in four Days.
This Ifland is 25 Leagues long, and feven or eight
broad. In former times ’twas poflefs'd by the Ou-
taouas of Zalon, call'd the Otontagans; who were
diflodg’d by the Progrefs of the Iroguefe, that has
ruin’d fo many Nations. We coafted upon that
Ile a whole Day ; and being favour'd by a Calm,
crofs’d from Ifle to Ifle till we made the Eaft-fideof
the Lake. In this Paflige we crofs’d between two
Iflands that were fix Leagues diftant the one from
the other ; and upon that Occafion our Watermen,
who were not us'd to venture fo far out in their
flender Boats, were fain to tugg hard at their Oars,

The
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The Savages ftood out at firft, and refusd to vens
ture fo far from Land, for they would rather have
gone fifty Leagues about; but at laft 1 over-per-
fuaded ’em, by reprefenting that I would have besn
very loth to venture my own Perfon, if I had not
been {ufficiently provided againft all Danger by an
exaé Knowledge of the Winds and the Storms. The
Calm continuing, we made the River of 7heonon-
tat® on the z5th. The next Day there {prung up
a Gale from the Weft-South-Weft, which kept us
back for four or five Days ; but our ftop was of no
oreat Advantage to us, for it rain’d fo heavily, that
we could not hunt. This Country is the ancient
Seat of the Hurons, asit appears from the Name they
give to their Nations in their own Language, ViZ.
Theonontateronons, i. e. the Inhabitants of Zheonon-
tate. But after the Iroguefe had, upon divers Occa-
fions, taken and defeated great Numbers of ’em,
the reft quitted the Country to avoid the like Fate.
We re-embark’d on the 2gth, and on the xft of July
arriv’d at Fort St. Fofeph, where the Soldiers had
left waited for us with great Impatience. Having
landed fome Sacks of Corn at the Fort, we {et out
again on the 3d of Fuly, and purfued our Courfe
with all Diligence, in order to an early Appearance
in the Jroguefe Country, We fail'd through the
Streight or Neck, and ftood to the South-fide, of
the Lake Erie ; and being favour’d by the Weather,
arriv’d on the 17th in the River Conde, which Ifhall
have occafion to take notice of in defcribing the
Lakes of Canada. ITmmediately, upon our landing,
the Savages fell to Work in cutting down ‘Trees,
and making a Redoubt of Stakes, or Pales, for the
Security of our Canows and Baggage, and for a
{afe Retreart to our felves in cafe of Neceflity.

The zoth they march’d, each Man being provid-
ed with a light Covering, a Bow, and {ome Arrows,
(or elfe a Fufee) and a little Bag containing ten

Pound
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Pound weight of the Flour of the Iudian Cora.
They thought it moft convenient to keep to the Banks
of the River, upon which the Goyogoans are wont
to fith for Sturgeon; for that Fifh, which is fix
Foot in length, comes out of the Lakes in hot Wea-
ther, and {wims up the Rivers. They had refolv’d
likewife, if they found the Country clear, to march
up and furprize the Villages of the Goyogoans : but
they were foon eas’d of that trouble; for they had
not march’d two Days when their Scouts defcry’d
three hundred Iroquefe ; and on the other Hand the
Iroquefe {py’d them to fuch Purpofe, that the Scouts
efcap’d very narrowly, and had much ado to return
to the Body of the Party, which immediately betook
themfelves to Flight, 1 was mightily furpriz’d when
I heard the Centinel of our Redoubt cry out, Aux
Armes, our Men are beaten and purfued; but I was
yet more {urpriz’d when I faw the Fugitives run at
full Speed, when there was no body behind them.
When they came up, they were all filent for half an
Hour, purfuant to their Ufe and Wont ; after which
their Leader recounted to me the Particulars of the
Adventure. 1 thought at firft that their advanc’d
Guards had miftook the Number of the Enemies;
for I knew that the Outaonas had not the Reputa-
tion of too much Courage ; but the next Day a Par-
ty of the Jrogue/e appear’d in fight of our Redoubr,
which gave me occafion to believe that they were in
the Right of it. Nay, this Truth was afterwards
confirmed by a certain Slave call’d Chaouanon, who
made his Efcape to the Redoubt, and affur’d me,
that the Jroguefe were not lefs than four hundred ;
to which he added, that they expeéted to be join'd
by fixty more that had march’d fome Months be-
fore to the Country of the Oumamis. He inform’d
us farther, thar while the Marquis de Denonville was
concerting Meafures for a Peace with the five Na-
tions, an Z7uglifbman, of the Name of Ariz, accom-
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pany’d with fome others, endeavour’d to diffuade
them from Peace, by Orders from the Governor
of New-Tork. In the mean time the Savages hav-
ing prefs’d me to affift at a Council of War, they
propos’d to lie by for a fair Wind, and then to em-
barque. They reprefented, that they defign'd to
il to the End of the Lake, where they would in-
fallibly light upon the fixty Jroguefé that T mention’d
above ; but withal, that they could not agree tofet
out in a Calm, becaufe that after their quitting the
Redoubt, and launching out, a contrary W ind
might force em afhore, where their T hroats might
be cut if the Enemy purfu’d ’em. I reply’d, That
sewas then fuch fine Weather, that we had nothing
to expect but Calms; that if we tarry’d longer
in this Place, our Enemies would thereby gain time
o make Canows in order to a Purfuit; that fince
the Favourablenefs of the Wind was {o uncertain,
we ought to embarque without Lofs of Time ; that
we might fail in the Night, and fculk in the Day-
time behind Rocksand Points of Land ; and, that
by this means the Enemy would be at a Lofs to
know whether we ftood to the South or to the
North-fide of the Lake. 'The Savages made Aniwer,
That ‘twas true their tarrying might be every way
prejudicial ; but “twas equally true, that my Expedi-
ent was dangerous: However, they coniented to
embarque along with us, and for that End gumm'd
their Canows. We embarqu’d on the 24that Night,
and the Weather being fair, clear, and calm, made
a great deal of way that Night, and the fucceeding
Day. ‘The next Evening we came to an Anchor,
defigning to fleep for three or four Hours, but ot
to ftir out of the Canows. About Midnight we
weigh'd our little wooden Anchors, and one half of
the Men row’d while the other was at reft. Thusdid
we contiuue to fteer with a great deal of Precaution
and Care, rowing all Night, and lying by all Day.
Fuly
3
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Fuly 28. when we were lying almoft all afleep in
a Creek of a little Ifland, the Watch deferying fome
Canows that made towards us, wak’d fome Savages
that had gone athore to fleep the more convenient<
ly. 'The Noife having alarm’d us all, we prefently
made our felves ready to getin head of thefe Canows
but at the fame time, tho’ we werebut halfa League
off, we could not diftinguifh who they were, by rea-
fon that the Sun-beams falling perpendicularly, made
the Surface of the Water look like a Looking-glafs,
Indeed there being but two of "em, we reckon’d they
were Mann’d with froguefe, and that each of ’em
contain’d at leaft twenty Men; upon which Sufpis
cion, the Leader of the Sauteurs ofter’d to go athoré
with his Men, and poft himfelf at the Entry of a
Wood, from whence he would foftly follow the Ca-
nows without being difcover’d, ’till fuch time as we
forc’d ’em afhore, At the fame time he propos’d
that the Owutaonas and my Detachment thould fuffer
’em to be within a Musket-fhotof the Ifland before
we difcover’d our felves, or offer’d to give ’em Chafe,
upon the Apprehenfion that if we follow’d ’em clofer,
they would be fo far from getting on fhore, that they
would fight as defperate, and chufe rather to be
kill’d or drown’d than to be taken. 'This Propofal
was lik’d, and every thing was manag’d accordingly.
As foon as our unknown Enemy perceiv'd us, they
made the Shore with all imaginable Precipitation ;
and juft when they were going to knock their Prifo-
ners on the Head, the Sauteurs fell upon ’em, but
mifs’d of their aim in taking ’end all alive ; for they
fought to the laft Gafp, like Men that knew no Me=
dium betwixt Conqueft and Death. Una [aius wvittis
nullam [perare falutemr. 'This Engagement happen’d
while we landed; however, the Sauteurs came off
with Honour, for they loft only four Men, and of
twenty [froguefe they kill'd three, wounded five, and
took the reft Prifoners, {othat not one of 'em efcap’d.

H The
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The Iroguefe had along with them cighteen Slaves of
the Oumamis, who were all wounded, and {even big-
belly’d Women, from whom we had Intelligence
that the reft of their Party were then upon their Re-
turn by Land upon the Banks of the Lake, having
thirty-four Prifoners, of both Sexes ; and that they
could not then be far off. When this Intelligence
was laid before us, the Oazaouas wereof the Opinion
that we fhould reft fatisfied with the Feats we had
done, upon the Plea that the above-mention’d four
hundred Iroquefe would certainly get before us. On
the other Hand, the Szuteurs maintain’d thatthey had
rather perifh than fail to attempt the Reefcue of thefe
Prifoners, and the Defeat of the whole Party ; and
that if no body would fecond "em, they would make
the Attempt Dy themfelves. 'The Bravery of this
Refolution oblig’d me to encourage and edge on the
Outaouas. 1remonttrated to’em, thatin regard the
Sautenrs ingrofs'd the Glory of the former Ation,
they had more reafon than we to decline the Rifque
of a {econd Engagement ; thatif we refus’d to back
>em, our Cowardice would cover us with everlafting
Infamy: And, that in order to render the Attack
more iecure, weought to ufe a fpeedy Precaution in
finding out fome Point or Elbow of Land where our
Canows, our Baggage, and our Prifoners might be
lodg’d fafe. 'The Outaouas had a great deal of Re-
lu&ancy to the Matter ; however, after confulting
among themfelves, they compl y’d with the Propofal,
more for Shame, than out of true Courage. Having
laid down that joint Refolution, we made up a little
fort of a Fence in feven or eight Hours, and then fent
out Scouts on all Hands, while the main Body was
kept in Readinefs to march upon the firft Alarm.
Auguft 4. tWO ofour Spies return’d upon full fpeed,
to acquaint us that the Iroguefe were not aboye three
1.cagues off, and that they advanc’d towardsus; and

withal, that upon the Road there was a little Brooks
upon
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upon which an Ambufcado might be conveniently
laid. ‘This Advice animated our Savages fo much,
that they run immediately to take Poflefion of that
advantageous Poft ; but they knew not how to make
the right ufe of it.  'The Outaonas were too hafty in
firing ; and by fhooting at too great a Diftance; gave
all the Enemies an Opportunity of making  theig
Efcape, abating for ten or twelve, whofe Heads were
brought into the little Fort where I ftay’d. 'The
Slaves indeed were all retaken, and fo refcued from
the Cruelty of thefe Tygers; which encourag’d us
to reft fatisfied. When the Expedition was over, we
ftow'd thefe poor Wretches in our Canows, and
fteer’d with all Expedition to the Streight or Neck of
the Lake of Huren, which we made on the 13th,
We enjoy'd a great deal of Pleafure in ftemming the
Current of thar Streighe ; the Iflands of which, that
I mention’d above, were cover’d with R oe-bucks.
This Opportunity we did not flight; nor did we
grudge our ftopping upon thefe Iflands for eight
Days; during which time we were bufied in Hunts
ing, and refrefh’d our {elves with plenty of excellent
Fruit that was fully ripe. Here the wounded and
retaken Prifoners had an Opportunity of refting,
and of drinking thé Broth of {everal forts of Meat ;
and we had time to broil as much Meat as we could
ftow in our Canows, not to mention the great num-
bers of Turkeys that we were oblig’d to eat upon
the Spot, for fear that the Heat of the Seafon would
{poil ’em.

In that fpace of time the poor wounded Savages
were carefully purg’d with fuch Roots as the Ameri-
cans are well vers'd in; which I mean to explain
to you in its proper Time and Place ; and they want-
ed not good Reftoratives of Jelly-broth. - The 24th
we re-embarqu’d, and arriv'd at Night at Fort St,
Foleph, where Tfound a Party of eighty Oumamis,
commanded by one Michitonka, who being lately

H = return’d
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return’d from Niagara, expected my Arrival with
the utmoft Impatience. When I landed, I was fur-
priz’d tofee the Fort cramm’d with Savages; but on
the other Hand, they were equally aftonifh’d to find
in our Company their Country-men, to whofe hard
Fortune they had been altogether Strangers. The
joyful Meeting fil'd the Air with Acclamations,
and Panegyricks rung all about to an extravagant
Degree. [ wifh, Sir, you had been there to partake
of the Pleafure of {o fine a Show; had you been
prefent, you would have join’d with me in owning
that all our French Rhetorick cannot reach fuch pi-
thy and fignificant Figures, efpecially upon the
fcore of Hyperboles, as made up the Bulk of the Ha-
rangues and Songs that thefe poor People utter'd
with Rapture and Tranfport. Michitonka acquaint-
ed me, that after he went to the Fort of Niagard,
with a Defign to make fome Expedition into the
Country of the Z/onontouans, he found that the Seur-
wy had made fuch a terrible Havock in that Fort,
that it had fiwept off the Commander, and all the
Soldiers, bating twelve, who had the good Luck to
get over it, as well as Mr. de Bergeres, who by the
Advantage of a hale Conftitution had ftem’d the
raging Violence of that Diftemper. He inform'd
me farther, that Mr. Bergeres having refolv’d to fet

out with his twelve Men for the Fort of Frontenac,

had defir'd of him a Reinforcement of {ome young
Oumamis, which was granted him; that after Mr.

Bergeres had embarqu’d, himfelf march’d over

Land to the Country of the Onnontagues, where he

rejoin’d the Reinforcement he had granted to Mr. de

Bergeres, and underftood from them, that during the

Winter the Scarwy had carried off as many Soldiers

at Fort Frontenac as at Niagara ; and, that Mr. de

Denonville was negotiating a Peace with the Iroquefe.
The Governor of Fort Fromtenac had requefted
Michitenka to engage in no Enterprife, and to return
home
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home with his Men ; upon which that Leader being
in full March homeward, was attack’d by three hun-
dred Omnontagues, whom he durft not en gage other-
wife than in a running Fight, by which he loft four
Men. Being inform’d of all théfe Circumftances, I
confulted with the three different Nations that were
then pofted in my Fort. After a mature Refle&tion
upon the Intelligence that was laid before ‘em, they
came to this Refolution ; that fince the Marquis de
Denonville had a Mind to clap up a Peace, and the
Fort of Niagara was abdicated, the Fort I then com-
manded would be of no Ufe; that fince I had nei-
ther Provifions nor Ammunition for above two
Months, I fhould be oblig’d at the End of thefe two
Months to retreat to the Place from whence ] now
write; that at that time of the Year our Navigation
would be uneafy and dangerous; that in regard I
lay under an indifpenfible Neceflity of making my
Retreat, "twas of no great moment whether I march’d
off two Months fooner or later ; and, in fine, that
fince I had receiv’d no frefh Orders, nor no Succours,
“twas my Bufinefs to go off along with them. This
efolution, which wasa {fufficient Argument tofway
me, afforded matter of Joy to the Soldiers, who were
afraid of being oblig’d to'a more rigorous courfe of
Abftinence in that Poft than they had formerly un-
dergone; for the Meafures of a critical Abftinence
do not fit well upon a Soldier’s Stomach. In fine, pur-
fuant to our joint Refolution, we fet Fire to the Fore
on the 27th, and embarqu’d that fame Day, and
keeping clofe to the South fhore of the Lake that I
took notice of in my laft, arriv’d here on the roth
of Septemmber. - 'The Oumamis march’d over Land to
their own Country, and carry’d with ’em the Wound-
ed, who were then in a Condition to march.

Upon my Arrival in this Place, 1 found here Mr.
de la Durantay, whom Mr. Denonville has invefted
with the Commiffion of Commander of the Coxresrs

H 3 le




102 Some New Voyages

de Bois that trade upon the Lakes, and in the South+
ern Countries of Canada. 'The Governor has fent
me Orders to return to the Colony if the Seafonand
other Circumftances permit; or to tarry here till the
Spring, if I forefee unfurmountable Difficulties inthe
Paffage. In the mean time he has {ent me Effeéts
to anfwer the Pay of my Detachment, and to fubfift
*em in the Winter. Thefe Orders would be extream
acceptable to me, if Icould but contrive how to re-
turn to the Colony ; but that feems to be abfolutely
impoffible, and both the Frepch and the Savages
agree that it is fo. Thereare in that Paflage fo many
Water-falls, Catarads, and Places where there’s a
Necefficy of tedious Land-carriages, that I dare not
yun fuch Hazards with my Soldiers, who cannot
work the Boats but upon ftagnating Water. Upon
that Confideration I have thought it more properto
halt here till the next Year; at which time I defign
to take the Advantage of the Company of fome
Frenchmen and Savages, that promife to take into
each of their Canows one of my Men.  In the mean
time, I am upon the point of undertaking anothet
Voyage, for I cannot mew myfelf up here all this
Winter. 1 defign to make the beft Ufe of my time,

and to travel through the Southern Countries thatl
have fo often heard of, having engag’d four or five
good Huntfmen of the Oxtaouas to go along with me.
The Party of the Hurons that I mention’d in the
Beginning of my Letter, return’d hither two Months
ago, and brought with ’em an Froguefe Slave, whom
their Leader prefented to Mr. de Jucherea, the late
Colonel of the Courenrs de Bois, and whom that Co-
lonel order’d to be immediately fhor. The crafty
1 eader acted upon that Oceafion a very cunning and
malicious Part, the faral Confequences of which I
eafily forefce : He intrufted no body with the Secret
but myfelf; for be is my true Friend, and he knows
thar 1 am his. However, I mult go no farther up
i =Pl
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on this Matter, left my Letter fhould be intercepted.

Tho’ after all, if the Blow were not already given,
or if ‘twere poffible to remedy it, my Friendfhip
fhould not hinder me from acquainting Mr. de De-
nonville with the Intrigue, that he might get clear
of it as well as he could. If it pleafes God toallow
me a fafe Return to France, 1 fhall tell you the
Story by word of Mouth.

I underftand by your laft, that the King has pre-
ferr’d his Almoner, the Abbot of St. Valiers, to the
Bifhoprick of Quebec; and that this Bifhop was
confecrated in St. Sulpice’s Church. This Piece of
News would be very welcome to me, if I thought
he would be lefs rigid than Mr. de Laval, his Pre-
deceffor. But what likelyhood is there that the new
Bifhop will be of a tra¢table Temper? If ’tis true
that he has refus’d other good Bifhopricks, he muft
be as fcrupulous as the Monk Dracontins, that St,
Athanafins cenfures for not accepting of a Prefenta-
tion to a Bifhoprick that was offer’d him. 1In fine,
if he is of that {crupulous Temper, his critical Strict=
nefs will {carce go down in this Country; for the
People are already tir'd out with his Predeceffor’s
Excommunications,

¥ am,

SIR,
Yours, &ec.
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LET. T EB SV

Dated at Mi(filimakinac, May 28. 1689.

Containing an Account of the Author’s Departure
from, and Return to, Miffilimakinac. A De-
Jeription of the Bay of Puants, and its Villages.
An ample Defcription of the Beavers; Jollow'd
by the fournal of a remarkable Voyage upon the
Long River, and a Map of the adjacent Country.

SIR,

Y Hank God, I am now return’d from my Voy-

X age upon the Long River, which falls into the
River of Miffifipi. 1 would willingly have trac’d it
up to its Source, if feveral Obftacles had not {tood
in my way, 1 fetout from hence the 24th of Sept.
accompany’d with my own Detachment, and the
five Huntimen I mention’d in my laft; who indeed
did mea great deal of Service. All the Soldiers
were provided with new Canows loaded with Provi
fions and Ammunition, and fuch Commodities as
are proper for the Savages. The Wind, which ftood
tlien in the North, wafted me in three Daysto the
Bay of Pouteouatamis, that lay forty Leagues off.
The Mouith of that Bay is in a manner choak’d with
Ifles, and the Bay itfeif is ten Leagues broad, and
twenty-five Leagues long.

'The 29th we came to a little deep fort of a River,
which difembogues at a Place where the Water of
the Lake {wells three Foot high in twelve Hours, and
decreafes as much in the fame Compafs of time. Our
tarrying there three or four Days gave me an oppor-
tunity of making this Remark: The Villages of the
Sakis, the Pouteonatanis, and fome Malominis, are

s : {eated
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feated on the fide of that River, and the Jefuits
have a Houfe or College built upon it. This isa
Place of great Trade for Skins and Indian Corn,
which thefe Savages fell to the Coureurs de Bois, as
they come and go, it being the neareft and moft
convenient Paflage to the River of Miffifipi. The.
Soil of this Country is {o {fertile, that it produces
(in a2 manner without Agriculture) our European
Corn, Peafe, Beans, and feveral other Fruits that
are not known in France. As {foon as I landed, the
Warriors of thefe three Nations came by turns to
my Apartment, to regale me with the Calumet-Dance,
and with the Captain’s-Dance ; the former being a
Signification of Peace and Friendfhip, and the latter
of Refpect and Efteem. I return’d the Compliment
with a Prefent of fome Rolls of Brafil Tobacco,
which they value mightily,and fome Strings of Venice
Beads, with which they imbroider their Coats. Next
Morning 1 was invited to a Feaft with one of the
three Nations; and after having fent to ’em fome
Difhes and Plates, purfuant to the Cuftom of the
Country, I went accordingly about Noon. They
began with congratulating my Arrival, and after I
had return’d them 'Thanks, fell a Singing and Dan-
cing one after another, in a particular Manner, of
which you may expec a circumftantial Account
when 1 have more Leifure. The Singing and Dancing
lafted for two Hours, being feafon’d with Acclama-
tions of Joy and Jefts, which make up part of their
ridiculous Mufick. After that the Slaves came to
ferve, and all the Company fat down after the Eaff-
ern fathion, every one being provided with his Mefs,
juft as our Monks are in the Monaftery-Halls.

Firlt of all, four Platters were fet down before me,
in the Firft of which, there were two white Fifh on-
ly boil’d in Water ; in the Second, the Tongue and
Breaft of a Roe-buck boil'd; in the Third, two

Wood-hens, the hind Feet or Trotters of a Bear, and
i the
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the Tail of a Beaver, all roafted; and the Fourth
contain’d a large Quantity of Broth made of feveral
forts of Meat. For Drink they gave me a very plea-
fant Liquor, which was nothing but a Syrup of
Maple beat up with Water; but of this more elfe-
where. 'The Feaft lafted two Hours; after which
1 intreated one of the Grandees to fing for me; for
in all the Ceremonies made ufe of among the Sava-
ges, 'tis cuftomary to imploy another to a for “em.
1 made this Grandee a Prefent of fome Pieces of To-
bacco, in order to oblige him to aét my Part till
Night. Next Day, and the Day after, I wasobligd
to go to the Feafts of the other two Nations, who
obferv’d the fame Formalities. The moft curious
thing I faw in the Villages, was ten or twelve tame
Beavers, that went and came like Dogs from the
Rivers to the Cottages, without ftragling out of the
Road. 1ask’d the Savages if thefe Animals could
live out of the Water ; and receiv’d this Anfwer,
that they could live afhoar as well as Dogs, and
that they had kept fome of ’em above a Year, with-
out fuffering them to go near the Rivers: From
whence I conclude, that the Cafuifis are out in not
ranging Ducks, Geefe, and Teals, in the number
of Amphibious Animals, as the Naturalifts are wont
to do. 1 had heard the fame Story from feveral
Americans before ; but being apprehenfive that there
were different Species of Beavers, I had a Mind to
be better inform’d: And indeed there is a particular
kind of 'em, which the Savages call the Zerreftrial,
or Land-Beaver ; but at the fame time they tell
you, thefe are of a different Species from the Am-
hibious Sort ; for they make Holes or Dens in the
Earth, like Rabbets or Foxes, and never go near
the Water, unlefs it bet o drink. Theyare likewife
call'd by the Savages, the lazy or idle kind, as be-
ing expell’d by the other Beavers from the Kennels
i which thefe Animals are lodg’d, to the Number
of
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of 80. Thefe Kennels I'mean to defcribe afterwards ;
in the mean time I only take occafion to aecquaint
you, that the idle fort being unwilling to work,
are expell'd by the others, juft as Waips are by
Bees ; and are fo teas’d by ’em, that they are forc’d
to quit the Kennels, which the better and more in-
duftrious Race huddles up to themfelves in the Fens,
This {fupine Beaver refembles the other fort in its
Figure, excepting that the Hair is rub’d off the
Backand the Belly, which is occafion’d by their rub-
bing againft the Earth when they return to, or ftir
out from their Holes.

The Writers of Natural Hiftory are very much
out, in fancying that the Beavers cut off their own
Tefticles, when purfued by the Huntfmen ; for that
which the Phyficians call Cafforenm, is not lodg’d in
the Tefticles, but in a certain Bag that Nature
feems to have form’d on purpofe for thefe Animals,
and this Bag they make ufe of to clear their Teeth,
after the biting of fome gummy Shrub. But fup-
pofing the Teiticles to be the proper Receptacle of
the Caftor, we muft ftill conceive that ’tis impoffible
for a Beaver to pull out his Tefticles, without rending
the Nerves of the Groin, in which they are feated
juft by the Sharcbone. *T'is manifeft that Elizn and
feveral other Nacuralifts, were fcarce acquainted
with Beaver-hunting ; for had they known any thin
of the Matter, they would never have talk’d of the
purfuing of thefe Animals, which never go from
the Side of the Pond where their Kennels are built ;
and which dive under Water upon the leaft Noife,
and return to their Dens when the Danger is over.
If thefe Creatures were but fenfible of the reafon
for which War is declar’d againft ’em, they would
flea themfelves alive ; for ’tis their Skin only that
the Huntfmen want, the Value of the Caftor being
nothing in comparifon with that. A great Beaver
is twenty-fix Inches long, from the hind-Head, to

e ‘ the
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'he Root of the Tail. ’Tis about three Foot and
eight Inches round, its Head is feven Inches long,
and fix broad ; its Tailis fourteen Inches long, and
fix broad, and about the Middle it has the Thicknef
of an Inch and two Lines. The Figure of the Tail
is Oval ; the Scale with which 'tis cover’d, and which
performs the Office of what the Phyficians call the
Epidermis or Scarf-skin, is an irregular Hexagon.
"The Beaver carries upon its Tail the Clay, the Earth
and other Materials of which they make their Banks
and Kennels, or Hutrs, by a wonderful Inftin&,
Its Ears are fhort, round and hollow ; its Legs are
five Inches long, its Feet fix Inches and eight Lines,
and its Paws are three Inches and a half from the
Heel to the end of the great Toe. 1ts Paws are
form’d much like a Man’s Hand, and they make
ufe of ’em in feeding, as Apes do. The five Toes
are join’d like thofe of a Duck, with a Membrane
of a Slate colour. Its Eyes are of the leffer Size, in
Proportion to the Bulk of its Body, and bear the
Figure of a Rat’s Eyes. Before its Muzzle there
are four Fore-Teeth or Cutters, wiz. two in each
Jaw, asina Rabbet, befides which it has fixteen
Grinders, that is, eight in the upper, and as many
in the lower Mandible. ‘The Cutters are above an
Inch long, and a quarter of an Inch broad, being
very ftrong and fharp like a Cutlas; for a Beaver
affitted by its Aflociates, (if I may fo call its Fellow-
Beavers) cuts down Trees as big as a Hogfhead
which I could never have believ'd, if I had not ob-
ferv’d with my own Eyes, above twenty 'Trunks of*
"Trees cut down in that fafhion. A Beaver has two
Lays of Hair; one is long, and of a fhining black
Colour, with a Grain as big as that of Man’s Hair;
the other is fine and {fmooth, and in Winter fifteen
Lines long: In a word, the laft is the fineft Down in
the World. The Skin of fuch a Beaver as I have
now defcrib’d, will be two Pound weight, but the
Prica
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Price varies according to the Goodnefs. In Winter
and Autumn the Fleth of a Beaver eats very well,
if it be roafted. Thus, Sir, 1 have prefented you
with an exact Defcription of thefe reputed Amphi-
bious Animals which make fuch Struétures, thar all
the Art of Man can fcarce equal. Upon another
occafion perhaps I may give you a circumftantial
Account of their wonderful Struéture, which I de-
cline at prefent, becaufe the Digrefion would be
too tedious,

To return to my Voyage. After our Arrival in
the Bay of Ponteonatamis, we bid adieu to the Na=
vigation upon the Lakes of Canada ; and fetting out
Sept. 30, arriv’d Offob. 2. at the Foot of the Fall of
Kakalin, after ftemming fome little Currents in the
River of Puants. 'The next Day we accomplifi’d
the {mall Land-carriage, and on the stharriv’d be-
fore the Village of Kikapous, in the Neighbourhood
of which T incamp’d the next Day, in order to re-
ceive Intelligence. That Village ftands upon the
Brink of a little Lake, in which the Savages fith
great Quantities of Pikes and Gudgeons. 1 found
only thirty or forty Men fit for War in the Place,
for the reft were gone a Beaver-hunting fome Days
before. The 724 T reimbarqu’d, and rowing hard,
made in the Evening the little Lake of Malominis,
where we kill'd Bucks and Buftards enough for Sup-
per. We went afhoar that Night, and built Hutts
for our felves upon a Point of Land that fhoots out ;
by Break of Day I went in a Canow to the Village,
and after an Hour’s Conference with fome of the Sa-
vages prefented ‘em with two Rolls of Tobacco, and
they, by way of Acknowledgement, made me a Pre-
fent of two or three Sacks of Oatmeal : For the Sides
of the Lake are cover’d with a fort of Oats, which
grows in Tufts, with a tall Stalk, and of which the
Savages reap plentiful Crops. The 974 I arriv’d at
the Foot of Outagamis Fort, were I found but few

People ;
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People ; however, they gave me a very kind Re:
ception, for after dancing the Calumet before the
Door of my Hutt, they made me a Prefent of Veni-
fon and Fili. Next Day they convey’d me up the
River, to the Place where their Folks were hunt-
ing the Beavers. The 117/ we imbarqu’d, and land-
ed the 13¢h upon the Shoar of a little Lake, where
the Head of that Nation refided, After we had
rear’d up our Hutts, that General gave me a Vifit,
and inquir’d which way I intended to move. I
made Anfwer, that 1 was fo far from defigning to
march toward the Nadoueffious his Enemies, that I
fhould not come near ’em by 1co Leagues ; and to
confirm the Innocence of my Intentions, I pray'd
him to fend fix Warriors to accompany me to the
long River, which I defign’d to trace up to its Source.
He reply’d, that he was extream glad to find that I
carry’d neither Arms nor Cloaths to the Nadoueffious;
that he faw I had not the Equipage of a Coureur de
Bois, but that on the contrary, 1 had fome Difcove:
ty in my View. At the fame time he caution'd me
not to venture too far up that Noble River, by rea
fon of the Multitudes of People that I would find
there, though they have no Stomach for War: He
meant, that fome numerous Party might furprize
me in the Night-time. In the mean time, inftead
of the fix Warriors that U defir'd, he gave me ten,
who underftood the Lingua, and knew the Country
of the Eokoros, with whom his Nation had main-
tain’d a Peace of twenty Years ftanding. I ftay’d
two Days with this General, during which time he
regal’d me nobly, and walk’d about with me to give
me the Satisfa@ion of obferving the Difpofure of the
Cottages of the Beaver-hunters; a Defcription of
which, you may expect in another Place; I prefent-
ed him with a Fufee, twelve Flint-ftones, two Pound
of Powder, four Pound of Ball, and a little Axey

and I gave each of his two Sons a great Coat, and
a Roll
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Roll of Brafil Tobacco. T'wo of the ten Warriors
that he gave me, could fpeak the Language of the
Outaouas, which I was well pleas'd with; not thatI
was a Stranger to their own Language, for between
that and the Algonkin there is great Difference, but
in regard that thére were feveral Words that puzled
me. My four Ouraonas were tranfported with this
little Reinforcement, and were then {o incouraged,
that they told me above four times, that we might
venture fafely {o far as the Plantation of the Sun,
I embarqued with this {mall Guard the 1614 about
Noon, and arriv'd that Night at the Land Carriage
of Ouifconfinc, which we finifh’d in two Days, that
is, we left the River of Puants, and tranfported our
Canows and Baggage to the River Ouifconfne,
which is not above three quarters of a League dif~
tant, or thereabouts. 1 fhall fay nothing of the Ri-
ver we left, but that “twas muddy, full of Shelves,
and inclofed with a fteep Coaft, Marfhes, and
frightful Rocks.

The 19th we embarqu’d upon the River Ouifcon-
finc, and being favour’d by a flack Current, arriv’d
in four Days at the Place where it empties it felf
into .the River Miffifipi; which is about half a
League broad in that part. The Force of the Cur-
rent, and the Breadth of that River, is much the
{ame as that of the Loire. It lies North-Eaft, and
South-Weft ; and its Sides are adorn’d with Meadows,
lofty Treesand Firs. I obferv’d but two Iflands up-
on it, though there may be more, which the Dark-
nefs of the Night hid from us as we came down.
The 234 we landed upon an Ifland in the River
Miffifipi, over againft the River I {poke of but now,
and were in hopes to find fome wild Goars: there,
but had the Ill. fortune to find none. The Day af-
ter we croft to t'other Side of the River, founding it
every where, as we had done the Day before, and
found nine Foot Water in the fhallowelt Place. The
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2d of November we made the Mouth of the Long
River, having firft ftem’d feveral rapid Currents of
that River, though ’twas then at loweft Ebb. In
this little Paffage we kill'd feveral wild Beeves whichi
we broil’d, and catch’d feveral large Dabs. On the
3d we enter’d the Mouth of the Long River, which
Jooks like a Lake full of Bull-rufhes; we found in
the middle of it 2 narrow Channel, upon which we
fteer’d till Night, and then lay by to fleep in out
Canows. In the Morning I enquir’d of my ten
Outagamis, if we had far to fiil before we were
clear of the Rufhes, and receiv’d this Anfwer, that
they had never been in the Mouth of that Rivet
before, though at the fame time they affur'd me,
that about twenty Leagues higher, the Banks of it
were clad with Woods and Meadows.  But after all
we did not fail fo far, for about ten a Clock next
Morning the River came pretty natrow, and the
Shoar was cover’d with lofty Trees; and after conx
tinuing our Courfe the reft of that Day, we hada
Profpect of Meadows now and then. That fame
Night we landed at a Point of Land, with a Defign
to drefs our broi’d Meat, for at that time we had
none frefh. The next Day we ftop’d at the firft
Ifland we faw, in which we found neither Man ror
Beaft; and the Evening drawing near, I was une
willing to venture far into it, o we €’en contented
our felves with the catching of fome forry Fifh.
"The 6h a gentle Gale {prung up, which wafted us
to another Ifland about 12 Leagues higher, where
we landed. Our Paflfage to this Place was very
quick, notwithftanding the great Calm that always
prevails upon the River, which I take to be the leaft
rapid River in the World.  But the Quicknefs of
the Paffage was not the only Surprifal, for I was
amaz’d that I faw no Harts, nor Bucks, nor Tur<
keys, having met with em all along in the other Parts
of my Difcovery. 'The 7¢b the fame Wind drove us
to

3
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to a third Ifland, that lay ten or twelve Leagues
off the former, which we quitted in the Morning.
In this third Ifland our Savages kill'd thirty or forty
Pheafants which I was not ill pleas’d with.

The 8t the Wind proving unferviceable to us,
by reafon that ’twas intercepted by Hills coyer’d
with Firs, we ply’d our Oars; and about two in the
Afternoon, defcry’d on the lefc Hand large Mea=
dows, and fome Huts at the diftance of a Quarter
of a League from the River. Upon this Difcovery,
our Savages and ten of the Soldiers jump’d upon the
Shoar, and directed their Courfe to the Houfes,
where they found fifty or fixty Huntfmen prepar’d to
receive ‘em, with their Bows and Arrows. As {oon
as the Huntfmen heard the Voice of the Outagamis,
they threw down their Arms, and prefented the
Company with fome Deer that they had jutt kill’d,
which they likewife help’d to carry to my Canows,
The Benefadtors were fome of the Eokoros, who had
left their Villages, and come thither to hunt. I pre-
fented ’em, more out of Policy, than Acknowledg
ment, with Tobacco, Knives and Needles, which
they could not but admire. Upon this, they re-
pair'd with Expedition to their Villages, and gave
their Aflociates to underftand, what a good fort of
People they had met with ; which had {6 much In-
fluence, that the next Day towards the Evening,
there appear’d upon the River-fide above two thous
fand Savages, who fell a dancing as foon as they
defcry’d us, Thereupon, our Qutagamis went athoar,
and after a fhort Conference, fome of the princi-
pal Savages, imbarqu’d on board of our Canows,
and {o we all fteer’d to the chief Village, which we
did not reach till Midnight. I orderd our Huts
to be made up on a Point of Land near a lictle R j=

ver, at the Diftance of a quarter of a League from _

the Village. Though the Savages prefi'd me ex.
treamly to lodge in one of their Villages, yet none
1 went
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went with *em but the Outagamis, and the four Oy=:
taouas, who at the fame time caution’d the Savages
not to approach to our Camp in the Night-time.
Next Day I allow’d my Soldiers to refrefh and reft
themielves; and went my felf to vifit the Grandees
of this Nation, to whom I gave Prefents of Knives,
Sciffars, Needles, and Tobacco. They gave meto
underftand, that they were infinitely well pleas'd
with our Arrival in their Country, for that they
had heard the Savages of other Nations fpeak very
honourably of the French. 1 took leave of "em on
the 12¢h, and fet out with a Convoy of five or fix
hundred Savages, who march’d upon the Shoar,
keeping pace with our Canows. 'We pais'd by ano-
ther Village that lay to the right Hand, and ftop’d
at a third Village that was five Leagues diftant from
the firft, but did not difimbarque: For all that I
defign’d, was to make a Prefent to the leading Men
of the Village, from whom I receiv’d more Indian
Corn, and broil’d or dry’d Meat, than I had oceafion
for. In fine, I pafs’d from Village to Village without
ftopping, unlefs it were to incamp all Night, or to
prefent the Savages with fome Trinkets; and fo
fteer'd on to the laft Village, with a Defign to get
fome Intelligence. As foon as we arriv'd at the End
of this Village, the great Governor, who indeed
was a venerable old Gentleman, {fent out Hunters
to bring us good Cheer. He inform’d me, that fixty
Leagues higher 1 fhould meet with the Nation of
the F[fanapes, who wag’d War with him; that if
it had not been for their being at War, he would,
have given me a Convoy to their Country ;-that,
however he meant to give up to me fix Slavesof
that Country, which I might carry home, and make
ufe of as I {faw Occafion ; and that in failing up the
River, I had nothing to fear, but the being {urpriz’d
in the Night-time. In fine, after he had inftruéed
me in feveral very ufeful Circum{tances, I immedli-
ately
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ately made every thing ready for my Departure.
The Commanders of this People acquainted me
that they had twelve Villages l’eop]ed by 20,000
Warriors ; that their Number was much gre cater be-
fore the \Vﬁr which they wag’d at one time with
the _Z\(e‘dﬂ?!:”_ﬂi), the Panimoba, and the Effanapes. 'The
People are very civil, and fo far from a wild Savage
temper, th1t thcy have anAir of Humanity and
Sweetnefs. Their Huts are long, and round at the
Top, not uuh ce thofe of our Savages; but they are
made of Reeds and Bulrufhes, ntcrljb’d and ce-
mented with a fort of fat Earth. Both the Men and
Women go naked all over, excepting their Privities.
The Women are not {o handfome, as thofe who live
upon the Lakes of Canada. ‘There {eems to bz
fomething of Government and Suberdination among
this People; and they have their Houfes fortified
with the Branches of Trees, and Fafcines ftrength-
ened with fat Earth,

The 21 we imbarqu'd at the Break of Day, and
landed that Night in an If ix..i cover'd with Stones
and Gravel, having pafs'd by another at which 1
would not put in, “becaufe 1 would not {l cht the
Opportunity of the Wind,which then ftood very fair.
Next Day the Wind ﬁanmng equally fair, we fet
out and continued our Courfeall that Day, and the
following Night; for the fix Lffanapes inform’d us,
that the River was clean, and free from Rocks and
Beds of Sand. The 234 we landed early in the
Morning on the right Side of the River, in order
to carecn one of our Boats that {j .;.w a Leak.
While that was doing, we dreft {fome Vtminn that
had been prefented me by the Commander of the
laft Village of the Eokoros ; and the adjacent Coun-
try being replenifh’d with \\ oods, the Savages of
our (ompany went a Shooting in the Pordh; but
they faw nothing but {mall }m* Is, that they did not
think fit to fhoot at. As foon as we reimbarqu’d,
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the Wind fell all of a fudden, and fo we were forc’d
to ply the Oars; but moft of the Crew having flept
but little the Night before, they row’d but very
faintly, which oblig’d me to put in at a great Ifland
two Leagues higher ; the fix Effanapes Slaves hav-
ing inform’d me, that this Ifland afforded great
plenty of Hares, which I found to be true. Thefe
Animals had a lucky Inftinét in taking fhelter in
this Ifland, for there the Woods are {o thick, that
we were forc’d to fet fire to feveral Places, before
we could diflodge ’em.

Having made an end of our Game, my Soldiers
fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo found afleep that
1 could fcarce get ’em wak’d upon a falfe Alarm,
occafion’d by a Herd of Wolves that made a noife
among the Thickets upon the Continent. We re-
imbarqu’d next Day at ten a Clock in the Morning,
and did not run above twelve Leagues in two Days,
by reafon that the Savages of our Company would
needs walk along the River fide with their Guns, to
fhoot Geefe and Ducks; in which they had very
good Succefs. After that we incamp’d juft by the
Mouth of a little River on the right Hand, and the
E[fanapes Slaves gave me notice, that the firft of
their Villages was not above fixteen or eighteen
Leagues off. Upon this Information, I fent, by the
Advice of the Savages of our Company, two of the
Slaves to give notice of our Arrival. The 26tb we
row’d briskly, in hopes to reach the firft Village
that Day ; but being retarded by the huge Quanti-
+ies of floating Wood, that we met in feveral Places,
we were forc d to continue all Night in our Canows.
The 27:b about ten or eleven a Clock we approach-
ed to the Village, and after putting up the great
Calumet of Peace upon the Prow of our Canows,
lay upon our Oars.

Upon our firft Appearance, three or four hundred
Effanapes came running to the Shoar, and, after
dancing
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dancing juft over againft us, invited us afhoar. As
foon as we came near the Shoar, they began to jump
into our Canows ; but I gave ’em to know by the
four Effanapes Slaves, that I defir’d they fhould re-
tire, which they did immediately. Then I landed,
being accompany’d with the Savages of our Com-
pany, namely, the Outagamis, and the Outaouas, and
with twenty Soldiers, At the fame time I gave Or-
ders to my Serjeants, to land and poft Centries.
As we ftood upon the Shoar, all the Effziapes proftra-
ted themftlves three or four times before us, with
their Hands upon their Foreheads ; after which we
were convoy’d to the Village with fuch Acclama-
tions of Joy, as perfeétly ftun’d us. Upon our Arri-
val at the Gate, our Conductors ftopp’d us, till the
Governor, a Man of fifty years of Age, march’d out
with five or fix hundred Men arm’d with Bows and
Arrows. 'The Outagamis of my Company perceiv-
ing this, charg’d ’em with Infolence in receiving
Strangers with their Arms about ’em, and call’d
out in the Eokoros Language, that they oughtto lay
down their Arms. But the Effanapes Slaves that I
had fent in the Day before, came up to me, and
gave me to underftand, that’twas their Cuftom to
{tand to their Arms on {fuch Occafions, and that
there was no Danger in the Cafe. However, the ob-
ftinate Qutagamis oblig’d us to retire immediately
to our Canows: Upon which the leading Officer,
and the whole Battalion, flung their Bows and Ar-
rows afide all on a fudden. Then I return’d, and
our whole Company enter’d the Village with their
Fufees in their Hands, which the Savages admir’d
mightily. 'The Leader of the Savages conduéted us
to a great Hut, which look’d as if no body had
livid in it before. When I and my twenty Soldiers
had enter'd the Place, they ftopp’d the Outagamis,
affirming,! that they did not deferve the Privilege
of entring within the Cottage of Peace, fince they

I3 had
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had endeavour'd to create a Difference, and occafion
a War between us and the Effanapes. In the mean
time T order’d my Men to open the Door, and to
call out to the Outagamis, that they fhould offer no
manner of Injury : But the Outagamis in ftead of
coming in, prefsd me to retarn with all F xpedition
to the Canows, which accordingly 1 did without Lofs
of Time, and carryed with me the four Effanapes
Slaves, in order to leave "em at the firft Village we
came to. We had no fooner imbarqued, than the
two other Slaves came to acquaint me that the Go-
vernor would ftop me in his River ; but the Osta-
gamis made Anfwer, that he could not do that
without throwing 2 Mountain into it. In fine, we
did not ftand to difpute the Matter ; and tho’ “twas
then late, we rowd ftraight to the next Village,
which lay about three Leagues off. ~During the
time of this Paffage, 1 us’d the Precaution of taking
from my fix Slaves an exad@ Information of the Con-
{ticurion of their Country, and particularly of the
principal Village. They having aflur’d me, that
the Capital Canton was feated upon a fort of a Lake,
T took up 2 Refolution of not ftopping at the other
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Villages, where I fhould only lofe time, and lavifh
my Tobacco, and fteering directly to the Metropo-
litan, in order to complain to their Generaliffimo.
We arriv’d at the Capital Canton on the 3d of
osvember, and there met with a very honourable
eception. ‘The Outagamis of our Company com=
ain’d of the Affront they had receivid; but the
ad General being already inform’d of the Matter,
yade anfwer, that they ought to have carried o
1e Governor or Leading Officer, and brought him
along with them, In paffing from the firft Village
to this, we run fifty Leagues, and were follow’d by
a Proceflion of People, that were much more foci-
able than the Governor that offer’d us that Affront.

After our Men had firted up our Huts at the dif-
tance
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tance of a Cannon-fhot from the Village ; we went
in a joynt Body with the Ountagamis and the Out
ouas, to the Cacick of that Nation ; and in the mean
time the E[fanapes Slaves were b rought before him
by ten of my Soldiers. 1 was actually in the Pre-
fence of this petty King, when thefe Slaves {pent
half an hour in proftrating themfclves {=veral times
before him. 1 made him a Prefent of Toba CCOy,
Knives, Needles Sciﬂ"ar‘;, two Firelocks with Flis
{fome Hooks, and a very pretty Cutlas. He w
better fatisfied with thefe trifling thmgq, which h
had never feen before, than I could have been wi
a plentiful Fortune. He teftified his Acknowled;
ent of the Gift, by a Counter-prefent that was
inore folid, though not much more valuable, zs
confifting of Peafe, Beans, Harts, Roe-bucks, Geefe
and Ducks; of which he fent great plenty to oar
amp : And indeed, we were extreamly well {atis-
fied with fach a feafonable Puﬁnr He gave me
to know, That, fince I defign’d to vifit the G ’fﬁ-
tares, he woul .i give me€ a C onvoy of two or thi
hundred ‘Men: That the Guacfitares were a very
honeft fort of People; and that both they and his
People were link’d by a common Intereft in guard-
ing off the Mozeemlek, which were a turbulent and
warlike Nation. He added, that the Nation It
mention’d were very numerous; that they never
took the Pield without twenty thoufand Men at leaft
That to reprefs the Incurfions and Infults of that
dangerous Enemy, the Guacfitares and his Nation had
maintain’d a Confederacy for fix and twenty Years ;
and that his Allies (the Guracfitares) were forc’d to
take up their Habitation in Iflands, where the Ene-
my cannot reach em. 1 was glad to accept of his
Convoy, and return’d him many thanks. I ask’d
four Pirogues of him, which he _ .nted very frank-
ly, allowing me to pick and chufe that Number ov
of fifty. Having thus concerted my Meafures,
14 was
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was refolv’d to lofe no time ; and with that view
order’d my Carpenters to plane the Pirogues ; by
which they were thinner and lighter by one half,
The poor innocent People of this Country, could not
conceive how we work’d with an Axe; every ftroke
we gave they cry’d out, as if they had feen fome
new Prodigy ; nay, the firing of Piftols could not
divert ’em from that Amazement, though they were
equally Strangers both to the Piftol and the Axe.
As foon as my Pirogues were got ready, I left my
Canows with the Governor or Prince, and beg'd
of him that they might remain untouch’d by any
body ; in which Point he was very faithful to me.
1 cannot but acquaint you in this Place, that the
higher T went up the River, 1 met with more Dif-
cretion from the Savages. Butin the mean time I
muft not take leave of the laft Village, without giv-
ing {fome Account of it. ’Tis bigger than all the
reft, and is the Refidence of the Great Commander
or Gereraliffimo, whofe Apartment is built by it
felf towards the Side of the Lake, and furrounded
with fifty other Apartments, in which all his Rela-
tions are lodg’d. When he walks, hisway is ftrew’d
with the Leaves of Trees: But commonly he is car-
ry’d by fix Slaves. His Royal Robes are of the
fame Magnificence with thofe of the Commander of
the Okoros: For heis naked all over, excepting his
Jower Parts, which are cover’d with a large Scarf
made of the Barks of Trees, 'The large Extent of
this Village might juftly intitle it to the Name of 3
City. 'The Houfes are built almoft like Ovens, but
they are large and high; and moft of 'em are of
Reeds cemented with fat Earth. The Day before
Y left this Place, asI was walking about, I {faw thirty
or forty Women running at full fpeed ; and being
furpriz’d with the Spectacle, fpoke to the Outagamis
to order my four Slaves to fee what the Matter was ;
for thef¢ Slaves were my only Interpreters in this
: ' unknown
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unknown Country. Accordingly they brought me
word, that ’twas fome new married Women, who
were running to receive the Soul of an Old Fellow
that lay a dying. From thence I concluded, that
the People were Pythagoreans ; and upon that Ap-
prehenfion, ask’d ’em how they came to eat Anj-
mals, into which their Souls might be transfus’d :
But they made Anfwer, that the Tranfmigration of
Souls is always confin’d to the refpective Species,
fo that the Soul of a Man cannot enter into a Fowl,
as that of a Fowl cannot be lodg’d in a Quadruped,
and fo on.  'The Okoros, of both Sexes, are fully
as handfome and as clever, as this People,

December the 4¢b, 1 took leave of this Village, ha-
ving ten Soldiers on board of my Pirogue, befides
the ten Oumamis, the four Outaonas, and the four
Effanapes Slaves, that 1 have mention’d fo often.
Here ended the Credit and Authority of the CaZumer
of Peace, for the Gnacfitares are not acquainted with
that Symbol of Concord. The firft Day we had
enough to do to run fix or feven Leagues, by rea-
fon of the Bulrufhes with which the Lake is incum-
ber'd. 'The two following Days we fail’d twenty
Leagues. The 4th Day a Weft-North-Weft Wind
furpriz’d us with fuch a boifterous Violence, that we
were forc’'d to put athoar, and lay two Days upon
a fandy Ground, where we were in Danger of ftarv-
ing for Hunger and Cold; for the Country was fo
barren, that we could not find a Chip of Wood
wherewith to warm our felves, or to drefs our Victu-
als; and as far as our Eye could reach, there was
nothing to be feen but Fens cover’d with Reeds
and Clay, and naked Fields. Having indur’d this
Hardfhip we fet out again, and row’d to a little
Ifland, upon which we incamp’d, but found nothing
there but green Fields; however, to make fome
Amends, we fifhi’d up great numbers of little Trouts,
upon which we fed very heartily. At laft, after

failing
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failing fix Days more, we arriv’d at the Point or
Lands-end of that Ifland which you fee mark’d in
my Map with a Flower-de-luce. *T'was then the
19th Day of December, and we had not yet felt all
the rigorous Hardfhips of the Cold. As foon as I
had landed and fitted up my Tents or Huts, I de-
tach’d my Effanapes Slaves to the firft of the three
Villages that lay before us; for I had avoided ftop-
ping at fome Villages in an Ifland upon which we
coafted in the Night-time. The Slavesreturn’d in
a great Alarm, occafion’d by the unfavourable An-
{wer they receiv’d from the Guacfitares, who took us
for Spaniards, and were angry with them for con-
duting us to their Country. I fhall not be minute
in every Particular that happen’d, for fear of tiring
your Patience. ’Tis fufficient to acquaint you, that
upon the Report of my Slaves I immediately em-
barqu’d, and pofted my felf in another Ifland that
lay in the middle between the great Ifland and the
Continent ; but I did not fuffer the Effanapes to be
in my Camp. In the mean time the Guacfitares fent
expeditious Couriers to the People that live eighty
Leagues to the Southward of them, to defire they
would {end fome of their Number to examine us;
for that People were fuppos’d to be well acquainted
with the Spaniards of New Mexico, 'The Length of
the Journey did not difcourage ’em, for they cameas
chearfully as if it had been upon a National Con-
cern; and after taking a View of our Cloaths, our
Swords, our Fufees, our Air, Complexion, and
manner of Speech, were forced to own that we were
not true Spaniards. 'Thefe Confiderations, joind
to the Account I gave ’em of the Reafons upon which
I undertook the Voyage, of the War we were ingag'd
in againt Spain, and of the Country to the Eaftward
that we poflefs’d ; thefe, Ifay, had fo much Influ-
ence, as to undeceive 'em. Then they invited me
to encamp in their Ifland, and brought me a fort of
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in that Country. I thank’d ’em for their Invitation,
and told ’em that I would not be oblig'd to diftruft
them, nor give them any occafion to diftruft me.
However, I crofs’d with my Savages and ten Sol-
diers well arm’d ; and after breaking the Ice in cer-
tain Places (for it had freez’d hard for ten or twelve
Days) I landed within two Leagues of one of their
Villages, to which I walk’d up by Land. "T'is need-
lefs to mention the Particulars of the Ceremony with
which I was receiv’d, it being the fame with what I
defcrib’d upon other Occafions; I fhall only take
occafion to acquaint you, that my Prefents made a
wonderful Imprefion upon the Minds of thefe
People, whom I fhall call a rafcally Rabble, tho’ at
the fame time they are the politeft Nation I have
yet feen in this Country. Their Governor bears
the Figure of a King more than any of the other
Commanders of the Savages. He has an abfolute
Dominion over all the Villages which are deferib'd
in my Map. In thisand the other Iflands I faw
large Parks, or Inclofures, ftock’d with wild Beeves
for the ufe of the People. I had an Interview for
two Hours together with the Governor, or the
Cacick ; and almoft our whole Conference related
to the Spaniards of New Mexico, who, as he affur’d
me, were not diftant from his Country abeve eighty
Tazous, each of which is three Leagues. I muit
own indeed, I was as curious upon this Head as he
was ; and I wanted an Account of the Spaniards
from him, as much as he did from me: In fine, we
reciprocally inform’d one another of a great many
Particulars relating to that Head. He requefted me
to accept of a great Houfe that was prepar’d for me;
and his firft piece of Civility confifted in calling in a
great many Girls, and preffing me and my Retinue
to ferve our felves. Had this Temptation been
thrown in our way ata more feafonable time, it had
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prov’d irrefiftable ; but *twas not an agreeable Mefs
for Paflengers that were infeebled by Labour and
Want. Sine Cerere € Baccho friget Venus. After
he made us fuch a civil Proffer, the Savages, upon
my Inftance, reprefented to him, that my Detach-
ment expected me at a certain Hour, and that if I
{tay’d longer, they would be in Pain for me. This
Adventure happen’d on the 7th of Fanuary.

T'wo Days after, the Cacick came to {ee me, and
brought with him four hundred of his own Subjects,
and four Mozeemlek Savages, whom I took for Spa-
niards. My Miftake was occafion’d by the great Dif-
ference between thefe two merican Nations; for,
the Mozeemlek Savages were cloathed, they had a
thick buthy Beard, and their Hair hung down un-
der their Ears ; their Complexion was fwarthy, their
Addrefs was civil and {ubmiffive, their Mien grave,
and their Carriage engaging. Upon thefe Confide-
rations I could not imagine that they were Savages,
tho’ after all I found my felf miftaken. ‘Thefe four
Slaves gave me a Defcription of their Country, which
the Guacfitares reprefented by way of a Map upona
Deer’s Skin ; as you fee it drawn in this Map. Their
Villages ftand upon aR iver that fprings out of aRidge
of Mountains, from which the long River likewife
dérives its Source, there being a great many Brooks
there which by a joint Confluence form the River.
When the Guacfitares have a mind to hunt wild
Beeves, they fet out in Pirogues, which they make ufe
of till they "come to the Crofs mark’d thus(+-) in
the Map, at the Confluence of twolittle Rivers. The
Hunting of the wild Bulls, with which all the Val-
leys are cover’d in Snmmer, is fometimes the Occafi-
on of a cruel War: For the other Crofs (-{) which
you fee in the Map is one of the Boundaries or Li-
mits of Mozeemlek ;and if either of thefe two Nations
advances but a little beyond their Limits, it gives
Rife to a bloody Engagement, 'The Mountains 1
fpoke
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{poke of but now, are fix Leagues broad, and fo
high that one muft caft an Infinity of Windings and
"Turnings before he can crofs ’em. Bears and wild
Beafts are their only Inhabitants.

"The Mozeemiek Nation is numerous and puiffant.
'The four Slaves of that Country inform’d me, that
at the diftance of 150 Leagues from the Place where
I then was, their principal River empties it felf into
a Salt Lake of three hundred Leagues in Circumfe-
rence, the Mouth of which is about two Leagues
broad: That the lower part of that River is adorn’d
with fix noble Cities, furrounded with Stone cement-
ed with fat Earth: That the Houfes of thefe Cities
have no Roofs, but are open above likea Platform,
as you fee ’em drawn in the Map: That befides the
abovemention’d Cities, there were above an hundred
Towns, great and fmall, round that fort of Sea, up-
on which they navigate with fuch Boats as you fee
drawn in the Map : That the People of that Country
made Stuffs, Copper Axes, and {everal other Manu-
factures, which the Outagamis and my other Inter-
preters could not give me to underftand, as being al-
together unacquainted with fuch things: That their
Government was Defpotick, and lodg’d in the Hands
of one great Head, to whom the reft paid a trem-
bling Submiffion : That the People upon that Lake
call themfelves Zabuglauk, and are as numerous as
the Leaves of Trees, (fuch isthe Expreffion that the
Savages ufes for an Hyperbole:) That the Mozeemiek
People fupply the Cities or Towns of the Tabuglank
with great numbers of little Calves which they take
upon the abovemention’d Mountains: and, That
the Zubuglauk make ufe of thefe Calves for feveral
Ends; for, they not only eat their Flefh, but bring
“em up to Labour, and make Cloaths, Boots, €3c.
of their 8kins. They added, That ’twas their Mif*
fortune to be took Prifoners by the Gracfitares in the
War which had lafted for eighteen Years; but, t%l]mr

they
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they hoped a Peace would be fpeedily concluded,
upon which the Prifoners would be exchang’d, pur-
fuant to the ufual Cuftom. 'They glory’d in the
Pofleffion of a greater Meafure of Reafon than the
Gnacfitares could pretend to, to whom they allow no
more than the Figure of a Man ; for they look upon
em as Beafts otherwife. 'T'o my mind, their Notion
upon this Head is not {o very extravagant ; for I ob-
ferv’d {o much Honour and Politenefs in the Con.
verfation of thefe four Slaves, that I thought I had
to do with Eurepeans : But, after all, T muft confefs,
that the Gnacfitares are the moft tractable Nation I
et with among all the Savages. One of the four
Mozeemlek Slaves had a reddifh fort of a Copper Me-
dal hanging upon his Neck, the Figure of which is
reprefented in the Map. I had it melted by Mr. de
Ponti’s Gun-fith, who underftood fomething of
Metals; but it became thereupon heavier, and deep-
er colour’d, and withal fomewhat tractable. I defird
the Slaves to give me a circumftantial Account of
thefe Medals; and accordingly they gave me to un-
derfiand, that they are made by the Zabuglank, who
are excellent Artizans, and put a great Value upon
fuch Medals. I could pump nothing farther out of
’em, with relation to the Country, Commerce and
Cuftoms of that remote Narion, All they could fay
was, that the great River of that Nation runs all a-
Jong Weftward, and that the falt Lake into which it
£alls, is three hundred Leagues in Circumference, and
thircy in Breadth, its Mouth ftretching a great way
to the Southward. I would fain have fatisfied my
Curiofity in being an Eye-witnefs of the Manners
and Cuftoms of the Zaluglank ; but that being im-
practicable, I was forc’d to be inftructed at fecond
Hand by thele Mozeemick Slaves; who affur’d me,
upon the Faith of a Savage, that the Zabuglauk wear
their Beards two Fingers breadth long ; that their
Garments reach down to their Knees; that they co-
ver
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ver their Heads with a fharp-pointed Cap ; that they
always wear a long Stick or Cane in their Hands,
which is tipp'd, not unlike what we ufe in Earope ;
that they wear a {fort of Boots upon their Legs which
reach up'to the Knee ; that their Women never thew
themfelves, which perhaps proceeds from the fame
Principle that prevails in Italy and Spain ; and, in
fine, that this People are always at War with the
puiffant Nations that are feated in the Neighbour-
hood of the Lake ; but withal, that they never dif=
quict the firowling Nations that fall in their way,
by reafon of their Weaknefs: An admirable Leffon
for fome Princes in the World, who are {6 much in-
tent upon the making ufe of the ftrongeft Hand.

This was all I could gather upon that Subjeét. My
Curiofity prompted me to defire a more particular
Account ; but unluckily T wanted a good Interpre-
ter ; and having to do with feveral Perfons that did
not well underftand themfelves, I could make no-
thing of their incoherent Fuftian. I prefented the
poor miferable Slaves with fomething in proportion
to the Cuftom of that Country, and endeavour’d to
perfuade ’em to go with me to Canada, by making
“em fuch Offers as in their Efteem would appear like
Mountains of Gold ; but the Love they had for their
Country ftifled all Perfafions; {o trueit is, that Na-
ture reduced to its juft Limits cares but little for
Riches.

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the Wind
chop’d about to the South-weft ; upon which T gave
notice to the great Cacigue of the Guacfizares, that 1
had a mind to return to Canada. Upon that occafion
I repeated my Prefents; in Compenfation of which,
my Pirogues were ftow’d with Beef as full as they
could hold. 'This done, I embarqu’d, and crofs’d
over from the little Ifland to the Continent, where I
fixed a great long Pole, with the Arms of France done
upon a Plate of Lead. Ifet out the 26th of Fanuary,

and
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and arrived fafe on the sth of February in the Country
of the Effanapes. We had much more Pleafure in
failing down the River, than we had in going up ;
. for we had the agreeable Diverfion of feeing feveral
Hunt{fmen fhooting the Water-Fowl, that are plen-
tiful upon that River. You muft know, that the
Stream of the Long River is all along very flack and
eafy, abating for about three Leagues between the
fourteenth and fifteenth Village ; for there indeed its
Current may be call’d rapid. The Channelis fo
ftraight, that it {fcarce windsat all from the Head to
the Lake. ’Tis true ’tis not very pleafant ; for moft
of its Banks have a di{mal Profpect, and the Water
it {elf has an ugly Tafte; but then its Ufefulnefs at-
tones for fuch Inconveniencies; for, ’tis navigable
with the greateft Eafe, and will bear Barques of fifty
"Ton, till you come to that Place which is mark'd
w th a Flower-de-luce in the Map, and where I put
up the Poft that my Soldiers chriften’d /z Hontan's Li=
mit. March 2. 1 arriv’d in the Miffifipi, which was
then much deeper and more rapid than before, by
reafon of the Rains and Land-floods. To fave the
Labour of rowing ; we then left our Boats to the
Current, and arriv’d on the 1othin the Ifland of
Reucontres, which took its Name from the Defeat
of 400 Iroguefe accomplifh’d there by 300 Nadoueffis.
The Story of the Encounter is briefly this: A Party
of 400 Iroguefe having a Mind to furprife a certain
People in the Neighbourhood of the Otentas (of whom
more anon) march’d to the Country of the Iinefe,
where they built Canows, and were furnifb’d with
Provifions. Afier that they embarqu’d upon the Ri-
ver Miffifipi, and were difcover’d, by another little
Fleet that was failing down the other fide of the {anie
River. The Iroguefe crofs’d over immediately to that
Ifland, which is fince call’d Aux Rencontres. T he
Nudoueffis, i. e. the other little Fleet, being fufpici-

ous of fome ill Defign, without knowing what Pec;-
ple
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Ple they were, (for they had no Knowledge of the
Iroguefe but by Hear-fay) ; upon this Sufpicion, I fay,
they tugg'd hard to come up with ’em. 'The two
Armies pofted themfelves upon the Point of the
Ifland, where the two Croffes are put down in the

Map ; and as foon as the Nadoue(fis came in fight, the.

Iroquefe cry’d out in the Iiinefe Language, Whoare
ye ¢ To which the Nadoueffis anfwer'd, Some body :
And putting the like Queftion to the Froguefe, receiv'd
the fame Anfwer. Then the Jroguefe put this Quef-
tion to “em, Where are you a going ¢ 'To hunt Beeves,
reply’d the Nadoueffis. But pray, fays the Nadoue(Jis,
what’s your Bufine(s® Lo hunt Men, repl y°d the fro=
quefe. "Tis well, fays the Nadoueffis, we are Men,
and. [o you need go no farther. Upon this Challenge
the two Parties difembarqu’d, and the Leader of the
NadouefJis cut his Canows to pieces ; and after repre-
fenting to his Warriors that they behov'd either to
conquer or die, march’d up to the Jroguefe; who
receiv’d ’em at firft Onfer with a Cloud of Arrows :
But the Nadoneffis having ftood their firft Difcharge,
which kill'd “em eighty Men, fell in upon ’em with
their Clubs in their Hands, before the others could
charge again ; and fo routed “em entirely. This En-
gagement lafted for two Hours, and was o hot, that
two hundred and fixty froguefe fell upon the Spot,
and the reft were all taken Prifoners,  Some of the
Iroquefe indeed attempted to make their Efcape after
the Action was over ; but the viétorious General fent
ten or twelve of his Men to purfue ’em in one of the
Canows that he had taken ; and accordingly they were
all overtaken and drown’d. The Nuadoueffis having
obtain’d this Vi&tory, cut off the Nofes and Ears of
two of the clevereft Prifoners; and {upplying ’em with
Fufces, Powder, and Ball, gave ’em the liberty of
returning to their own Country, in order to give their
Country-men to underftand, that they ought not to
employ Women to hunt after Men any longer.

The
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The 12th we arriv'd at the Village of the Otentas,
where we took in a plentiful Provifion of Turkey
Corn, of which thefe People have great ftore. They
inform’d us, that their River was pretty rapid, and
took its Rife from the neighbouring Mountains; and
that the upper Part of it wasadorn’d with feveral Vil-
lages inhabited by the People call’d Panimaba, Pane-
affa, and Panetonka. But confidering that 1 was
firaitned for time, and that I faw no probability of
Jearning what 1 wanted to know with reference to
the Spaniards, 1took leave of ’em the next Day,
which was the 13th, and in four Days time, by the
help of the Current and our Oars, made the River
of the Miffouris. "This done, we run up againft the
Stream of that River, which was at leaft as rapid
as the Miffifipi was at that time; and arriv’d on the
18th at the firft Village of the Miffouris, wherel
only ftop’d to make the People {fome Prefents that
procur’d me a hundred Turkeys, with which thas
People are wonderfully well ftock’d.  After that,
we row’d hard againft the Stream, and landed next
Night near the fecond Village. As foon as L arriv'd,
1 detach’d a Serjeant with ten Soldiers to convoy
the Outagamis to the Village, while the reft of my
Crew were bufied in fitting up our Hutts and un-
loading our Canows. It happen’d unluckily that
neither the Soldiers nor the Outagamis could make
the Savages underftand ’em ; and the latter were
juft ready to fall upon 'em, when an old Fellow cry'd
out, that the Strangers were not without more com-
pany, for that he had difcover'd our Hutts and Ca-
nows. Upon this, the Soldiers and the Outagamis
reti'd in a great Confternation, and advis'd me to
keep a ftrong Guard all Night. About two 2
Clock in the Morning two Men approach’d to our
little Camp, and call’d in I/Jiunc/e, that they wanted
an Interview; upon which the Outagamnis, being ex-

treamly well fatisficd that there was fome body a-
‘ mong
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mong “em who could underftand what they faid, re<
plyd in Ilinefe, that they thould be very welcome
as foon as the Sun appear’d in the Horizon, Never-
thelefs, the Qutagamis refented the former Affront
fo much, that they importun’d me all Night long to
fet fire to the Village, and put all the {coundrel Ine
habitants to the Sword. I made Anfiver to ‘em,
that "twas our bufinefs to be wifer than they, and
to bend our Thoughts, not upon a fruitlefs Revenge,
but upon the Difcovery that we were then in queft
of. Atthe break of Day the two Adventarers of the
Night came up to us, and after putting Interrogato=
ries to us for the {pace of two Hours, invited us to
come up to their Village. The Outagamis reply’d,
that the Head or Governor of their Nation ought
to have faluted us fooner ; and this oblig’d ’em to go
back to give him Notice. After that we faw no bo-
dy forthree Hours ; butatlaft, when our Impatience
was juft beginning to boil, we perceiv’d the Gover-
nor, who accofted us in a trembling Pofture. He
was accompany’d with fome of his own Men, who
were loaded with broil’d or dry’d Mear, Sacks of Zs-
key or Indian Corn, dry’d Raifins, and fome fpeckled
or parti-colour’d Buck-skins. In confideration of this
Prefent, Imade ‘em another of lefs confequence.
Then I brought on a Conference between the Outa-
gamis of my Company and the two Night Meffen-
gers, in order to make fome Difcovery of the Nature
of the Country ; but they ftill ftlop’d our Mouths
with this Anfwer, that they knew nothing of the
Matter, but that the other Nations that liv'd higher
up, were able to inform us. Had I'been of the fame
mind with the Outagainis, we had done noble Ex-
ploits in this Place ; ‘but 1 confider'd that *ewas my
bufinefs to purchafe the Knowledge of {everal things,
which I could net obtain by burning the Village.
To be fhort, we reimbarqu’d that fame Day, about
two aCloek in the Afternoon, and rowed about four

K 2 Leagues
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Leagues up the River, where we made the River of
the Ofages, and encamp’d by its Mouth. That Night
we had {everal falfe Alarms from the wild Beeves,
upon which we made fufficient Reeprifals afterwards ;
for the next Day we kil'd many of em notwithftand-
ing that it rain’d o heavily, that we could fearce
ftir out of our Hutts. ‘Towards the Evening, when
the Rain was over, and while we were tranfport-
ing two or three of thefe Beeves to our little Camp,
we efpy’d an Army of the Savages upon a full March
towards us. Upon that, my Men began to intrench
them{elves, and to unload their Pieces with Worms,
in order to charge “em afrefh; but one of the Pieces
happening to go off, the whole Body of the Enemy
difappear'd, fome  ftraggling one”way, and fome
another ; for thefe Pcople were upon the fame Foot
with the Nations that live upon the Long River,
foratmuch as neither of them had ever feen or hand
led Fire-Arms.© However, this. Adventure mov'd
the Outagamis fo much, that to fatisfy them, I was
oblig’d to re-embark that very Night, and return the
fame way that I came. 'Towards Midnight we came
before a Village, and kept a profound Silence till
Day-break, at: which time we row’d up to their
Fort ; and upon our entring there, and difcharging
our Pieces in the Air, the Women, Children, and
fuperannuated Men, were put into fuch a Confter-
nation, that they run from Place to Place calling out
for Mercy. You muft know, all their Warriors were
abroad, and ’twas a Body of them that offer’d to
attack usthe Day before. The Ontagamis perceiving
the Confternation of the Women and Children, call'd
out, that they behov’d to depare the Village, and
that the Women fhould have time to take up their
Children. Upon that the whole Crew turn’d out,
and we fet fire to the Village on all fides. This
done, we purfu’d our Courfe down that rapid River,
and enter’d the River Miffifipi on the 2 5th, early in
the
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the Morning ; the 26th, about three a Clock in the
Afternoon, we defcry’d three or four hundred Sava-
ges employed in the Hunting of Beeves, which
{warmed in all the Meads to the Weftward. As foon
as the Hunters {fpyed us, they made a Sign that we
thould make towards ’em. Being ignorant who, or
how numerous they were, we made a Halt at firft;
but at laft we put in about a Musket-fhot above “em,
calling out to ’em that they fhould not approach to
us in a Body. Upon that, four of their Number
came up to us with a {miling Countenance, and gave
us to know, inthe I//inefe Language, that they were
Akanfas. We could not but credit their Report, for
they had Knives and Sciffars hanging upon their
Necks, and little Axes about ’emy which the Jinefe
prefent ’em with when they meet. In fine, being
affur’d that they were of that Nation, which Mr. de
la Salle and feveral other Frenchmen were intimately
acquainted with, we landed at the {ame Place; and
they entertain’d us firft with Dancing and Singing,
and then with all forts of Meat. The next Day they
fhew’d usa Crocodile that they had knock’d in the
head two Days before, by a Stratagem that you’ll
find defcrib’d in another Place: After that they gave
us the Diverfion of a Hunting Match; for ’tis cufto-
mary with them, when they mean to divert them-
felves, to catch the Beeves by the different Methods
laid down in this Cut. I put {ome Queftions to’em
relating to the Spaniards, but they could not refolve
’em.  Allthat I learn’d from ’em was, that the 25/~
fouris and the Ofages are numerous and mi{chievous
Nations, equally void both of Courage and Honefty ;
that their Countries were water’'d with very great
Rivers; and, in a Word, were too good for them.

After we had fpent two Days with them, we pur.-
fued our Voyage to the River Ouaback, taking care
to watch the Crocodiles very narrowly, of which
they had told us incredible Stories. The next Day

K 3 we
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we enter’d the Mouth of that River, and founded it,
to try the Truth of what the Savages reported of its
depth. In cffect, we found there three Fathom and
a half Water ; but the Savages of our Company al-
ledg’'d, that ’twas more fivell'd than ufually. They
allagreed, that ’twasnavigablean hundred Leagues
up, and I wifh’d heartily, that my T'ime had allow’d
me to run up to its Source; but that being unfea-
fonable, I fail'd up againit the Stream, till we came
to the River of the I//inefe, which we made on the
oth of April with fome Difficulty, for the Wind was
againft us the firlt two Days, and the Currents were
very rapid,

All I can fay of the River Mififipi, now that I
am to take leave of it, is, that jts narroweft part
is half a League over, and the fhalloweft is a Fa-
thom and a bhalf deep ; and that according to the In-
formation of the Savages, its Stream is pretty gentle
for feven or eight Months of the Year. As for Shelves
or Banks of Sand, I met with none in it. *Tis full of
1fles which look like Groves, by reafon of the great
plenty of Trees, and in the verdant Seafon of the
Year afford a very agreeable Profpeét. Its Banks
" are Woods, Meadows and Hills. I cannotbe pofitive,
whether it winds much in other Places; but as far as
1 could fee, its Courfe is very different from that of
our Rivers in France; for I muft tell you by the Way,
that all the Rivers of America run pretty ftraight.

The River of the Jilinefe is intitled to Riches, by
vertue of the benign Climate, and of the great quan-
tities of Deer, Roe-Bucks, and Turkeys that feed
upon its Brinks : not to mention feveral other Beafts
and Fowls, 3 Defcription of which would require an
jntire Volume, 1f you faw but my Journal, you
would be fick of the tedious Particulars of our dai-
Iy Adventures both in Hunting and Fifhing divers
Species of Animals, and in R encaunters with the Sa-
yages. 1In fhort, the laft thing I fhall mention hof’
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this River, is, that the Banks are replenifh’d with
an Infinity of Fruit-Trees, which we fawin a difmal
Condition, as being ftrip’d of their Verdure; and
that among thefe Fruit-Trees, there are many Vines,
which bear moft beautiful Clufters of very large
Grapes. I ate fome of thefe Grapes dry’d in the
Sun, which had a moft delicious Taite. The Beavers
are as unfrequent in this, asin the long River,
where I faw nothing but Otters, of which the
People make Furs for the Winter.

I fet out from the Iiinefe River on the 10th of
April, and by the help of a Weft South-Weft Wind,
arrivid in fix Days at the Fort of Crevecoeur, where
1 met with Mr. de Tonti, who receiv’d me with all
imaginable Civility, and is juftly refpeéted and ho=
noured by the Iroguefe. 1 ftay’d three Days in this
Fort, where there were thirty Conreurs de Bois that
traded with the I//inefe. 'The 20th 1arriv’d at the
Village of the Jiinefe ; and to leflen the Drudgery of
a great Land-carriage of twelve great Leagues, in-
gag'd four hundred Men to tranfport our Baggage,
which they did in the fpace of four Days, being
incourag’d by a Bribe of a great Roll of Brafii To-
bacco, an hundred pound weight of Powder, two
hundred weight of Ball, and fome Arms, which 1
gave to the moft confiderable Men of their Number.
The 24t I arriv’d at Chekakou, where my Outaga-
wmis took leave of me in order to return to their own
Country, being very well fatisfied with a Prefent 1
made "em of fome Fufees, and fome Piftols. The
25th I reimbarqu’d, and by rowing hard ina Calm,
made the River of the Oumamis on the 28¢h, there
I met four hundred Warriors, upon the very fame
Place where Mr. de Ja Salle had formerly built a
Fort. 'Thefe Warriors were then imploy’d in burn-
ing three Iroguefe, who, as they faid, deferv’d the
Punifhment ; and invited us to fhare in the Pleafure
of the Show ; for the Savages take it very ill if one

K 4 refufes
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vefufes the Diverfion of fuch real Tragedies. ‘The
Tragical Spectacle made me fhrink, for the poor
Wretches were put to inconceiveable Torture ; and
upon that 1 refolv’d to reimbarque with all Expedi-
tion ; alledging for an Apology, that my Men had
great ftore of Brandy with ’em, and would certain-
ly make themfelves drunk, in folemnifing their
Victory, upon which they would be apt to commit
Diforders, that I could not poffibly prevent. Aec-
cordingly I went immediately on board, and after
coafting along the Lake, crofs’d the Bay de /'Ours,
and landed at M ffilimakinac the 22d.

I am inform’d by the Sieur de S. Pierre de Rapan-
tigni, who travel’d from Quebec hither upon the Ice,
that Mr. de Denonville has took up a Refolution of
making a Peace with the Iroguefe, in which he means
to comprehend the other Nations that are his Al-
lies; and with that View had given notice to his
Allies, that they fhould not infeft the Jroguefe. He
acquaints me further, that Mr. de Denonviile has{ent
orders to the Governor of this Place, to perfuade
the Rat, (one of the Commanders of the Harons)
to go down to the Colony, with a Defign, to have
him hang’d ; and that the Savage General being a-
ware of the Defign, has made a publick Declaration,
that he will go thither on purpofe to defy him. Ac-
cordingly be defigns to fet out to Morrow with a
great body of Outaonas, and fome Conreurs de Bois,
under the Command of Mr. Dulbut. As for the Sol-
diers of my Detachment, I have difpers’d ’em in
feveral Canows among the Savages, and the Cou-
reurs de Bois ; but having {fome Bufinefs to adjuft in
this Place, I am oblig’d to tarry my felf {feven or
eight Days longer.

This, Sir, isthe true Accountof my little Voyage,
Y have related nothing but the effential Circumftan-
ces ; choofing to overlook the reft, which are fo
trifling; as to be unworthy of your Curiofity. %As
oy



g

to North-Ametica. 137
for the lllinefe Lake, ’tis three hundred Leagues in
Circumference, as you may fee by the Scale of
Leagues upon the Map. ’T'is feated inan admirable
Climate ; its Banks are cloath’d with fine and tall
Trees, and have but few Meads. The River of the
Oumamis is not worth your Regard. The Bay de
I'Qurs qui dort, is of an indifferent large Extent, and
receives the River upon which the Owtaonas are wont
to hunt Beavers every third Year. In fhort, it has
neither Shelves, Rocks, nor Banks of Sand. 'The
Land which bounds it on the South-fide, is reple-
nifh’d with Roe-bucks, Deer, and Turkeys. Fare-
wel, Good Sir; and affure your felf, that *twill al-
ways be a fenfible Pleafure to me, to amufe you with

an Account of the greateft Curiofities I meet with.
But now, Sir, 1 hope you will not take it ill, that
the Relation I here give you, is only an Abridg-
ment of my Voyage; For, in earneft, to be mi-
nute upon every particular Curiofity, would require
more Time and Leifure than I can fpare. 1 have here
fent you a View of the fubftantial Part; and fhall
afterwards hope for an Opportunity of recounting
to you by Word of Mouth, an Infinity of Adven-
tures, Rencounters, and Obfervations, which may
call up the reflecting Faculty of thinking Men.- My
own Thought is too {uperficial to philofophize upon
the Origin, the Belief, the Manners and Cuftoms
of {o many Savages; or to make any Advances
with reference to the Extent of this Continent to the
Weftward. - I have contented my felf with offering
fome Thoughts upon the Caufes of the bad Succefs
of the Difcoveries, that feveral experiencd Men
have attempted in America, both by Sea and Land :
And 1 flatter my felf, that my 'T'houghts upon that
Head are juft. 'The freth Inftances of Mr. de /s
Salle, and feveral other unlucky Difcoverers, may
afford a fufficient and {feafonable Caution to thofe,
who for the future fhall undertake to difcover all
the
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the unknown Countries of this New World. *Tis
not every one that’s qualify’d for fuch an Enterprife,
non livet omnibus adire Corinthum. “Twere an eafy
matter to trace the utmoft Limits of the Country
that lies to the Weft of Canada, provided it be gone
about in a proper Method.  In the firft place, in-
{tead of Canows, 1 would have fuch Adventurers
ro make ufe of certain Sloops of a peculiar Structure,
which might draw but little Water, and be port-
able, as being made of light Wood; and withal
carry thirteen Men, with 35 or 40 hundred weight
of Stowage, and be able to bear the Shock of the
Waves in the great Lakes. Courage, Health, and
Vigilance, are not {ufficient of themfelves to qualify
a Man for {uch Adventures; he ought to be poi-
fefs’d of other Talents, which are rarely met with
in one and the fame Perfon. The Conduct of the
three hundred Men that accompany’d me upon this
Difcovery, gave me a great deal of Trouble. It
requires a large Stock of Induftry and Patience, to
keep fuch a Company up to their Duty. Sedition,
Mutinies, Quarrels, and an Infinity of Diforders
frequently take place among thofe, who being in re-
mote and folitary Places, think they have a Right
of ufing Force againft their Superiors. One muft
diffemble, and even fhut his Eyes upon occafion,
leaft the growing Evil fhould be inflam’d: The
gentleft Methods are the fureft, for him that com-
mands in Chief; and if any Mutiny or {tditious
Plot is in View, ’tis the Bufinefs of the inferior
Officers to ftifle it, by perfuading the Mutineers,
that the Difcovery of fuch things to the command-
ing Officer, would create a great deal of Uneafinefs.
So, the chief Officer muft ftill make as if he were
ignorant of what paffes, unlefs it be, that the Flame
breaks out in his Prefence; then indeed He lies un-
der an indifpenfible Obligation, of infli&ting fpeedy
and private Punifhment, without his Pradence g{-

redts
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refts him to put off the Execution, upon an Appre-
henfion of {ome pernicious Confequences that may
enfue thereupon, In fuch Voyages he muft over-
look a thoufand Things, which upon other Occafi-
ons he has all reafon to punifh. He muft counter-
feit a downright 1gnorance of their Intrigues with
the She-Savages, of their Quarrels among them-
felves, of their Negligence in not mounting the
Guard, and not obferving the other Points of Duty;
in a Word, he muft pretend to know nothing of an
Infinity of fuch Diforders, as have no dire¢t Ten-
dency to a Revolt. He ought to ufe the Precau-
tion of fingling out a Spy in his little Army, and
reward him handfomely for a dexterous Intelligence
as to all that happens; to the End that he may re-
medy the growing Diforders either direély or indi-
reétly. This Spy may, by good Management, and
due Secrecy, find out the Ringleader of a Club or
Cabal; and when the Commanding Officer has re-
ceiv’d fuch Satisfaction upon the Matter, that there’s
no room left to doubt of the Criminal’s Demerit ;
’twill then be very convenient to make away with
him, and that with fuch Management, that no body
fhould know what became of him.

Farther ; He ought to give ’em Tobacco and
Brandy now and then, to ask their Advice upon
fome Occafions, to fatigue ’em as lictle as poffible,
to call ’em up to dance and make merry, and at the
fame time to exhort ’em to live in a good Under-
ftanding with one another. The beft Topick he
can make ufe of for inforcing their Duty, is Reli-
gion, and the Honour of their Country, and this he
ought to defcant upon himfelf: For though I have
a great deal of Faith in the Power of the Clergy;
yet I know that fort of Men does more harm than
good, in Voyages of this nature; and for that rea-
fon 1'd choofe to be without their Company. 'The
Perfon who undertakes to go upen a Difcovery,

oughg
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ought to be very nice and cautious in the Choice of
his Men; for every one is not fit for his Bufinefs,
His Men ought to be between 30 and 4o years of
Age, of a dry Conftitution, of a peaceable Tem-
per, of an active and bold Spirit, and inur’d to the
Fatigues of Voyages. The whole Retinue muft con-
{ift of three hundred Men; and of that number
there muft be {fome Ship-Carpenters, Gun-Smiths,
and Sawyers with all their Tools ; befides Huntf-
men, and Fithermen with their Tackling. You
muft likewife have Surgeons among ’em, but their
Cheft ought to contain nothing but Razors, Lan-
cets, external Medicines for Wounds, Orvietan and
Senna. All the Men of the Detachment, ought
to be provided with Buff-Coats and Boots to turn
the Arrows; for, asI intimated above, the Savages
of the unknown Countries are Strangers to Fire-
Arms. They muft be arm’d with a double barrel’d
Gun, a double barrel’d Piftol, and a good long
Sword. The Commanding Officer muft take care
to provide a fufficient Quantity of the Skins of Deer
Elks, and Beeves, in order to be few’d together,
and hung round his Camps upon certain Stakes
fix’d at convenient Diftances from one another.
I had as many as would go round a Square of
thirty Foot every way ; for each Skin being five
Foot deep, and almoft four Foot broad, I made
two pieces of eight Skins apiece, which were
raisd and extended in a Minute. Befides thefe,
he ought to carry with him fome Pot-Guns of
eight Foot in length, and fix in breadth ; with two
Hand-Mills for grinding the Indian Corn, Nails of
all fizes, Pickaxes, Spades, Hatchets, Hooks, Soap,
and Cotton to make Candles of. ~Above all, he
muft not forget to take in good ftore of Powder,
Brandy, Brafil Tobacco, and fuch things as he muft
prefent to the Savages whofe Country he difcovers.
Add to this Cargo, an Aftrolabe, a Semicircle, fe-l-
vera
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veral Sea-Compaffes, fome Simple, and fome of
Variation, a Load-ftone, two large Watches of three
Inches Diameter ; Pencils, Colours, and Paper, for
making Journals and Maps, for the Defigning of
Land-Creatures, Fowl, Fifh, Trees, Plants, Grain,
and, in a Word, whatever feems worthy of his Cu-
riofity. I would likewife advife him to carry with
him fome Trumpeters and Fidlers, both for animat-
ing his Retinue, and raifing the Admiration of the
Savages. With this Equipage, Sir, a Man of Senfe,
Conduét, and Action; I mean, a Man that’s Vigi-~
lant, Prudent, Cautious, and, above all, Patient and
Moderate, and qualify’d for contriving Expedients
upon all Occafions; a Man, I fay, thus qualify’d,
and thus fitted out, may boldly go to all the Coun-
tries that lye to the Weft of Canada, without any
Apprehenfion of Danger. = As for my own party I
ferioufly declare, that if I were poffefs’d of all thefe
Qualities, I fhould efteem it my Happinefs to be
imploy’d upon fuch an Enterprife, both for the
Glory of his Majefty, and my own Satisfaction: For
the continu’d Diverfity of Objects, did {fo charm me
in my Voyages, that I had fcarce Time to reflect up-
onthe Fatigue and Trouble that I underwent. Iam,

SIR,

Tours, &c.
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LEDTER XVH

Dated at Quebec, Sep. 28. 1689.

The Author Jets out from Miflilimakinac fo the
Colony, and defcribes the Country, Rivers, and
Paffes that ke faw by the Way,” The Iroquefe
make a fatal Incurfion into the Ifland of Mon-
real: Fort Frontenac 7s abandon’d,  Count
Frontenac #s fent to Canada, and the Marquis
of Denonville is recall d,

SIR,

'[ Writ to you from Mifilimakinac on the 28th of
X May. 1 left that Place June the 8¢, and fet out
for Monreal, accompany’d with twelve Ountaoyas,
who were divided into two Canows, and row’d very
hard. The 234, T overtook the Courenrs de Bois in
the River Creufz, who had got the ftart of me for
fome Days. Mr. Dulbut us'd his utmoft Eforts to
diffuade me from going further with fo weak a Re-
tinue. He would have had me to go down along
with him; and remonftrated to me, that if my
twelve Condudtors perceiv’d either in the Land-car-
riage or upon the Rivers, any thing that might call
up an Apprehenfion of falling into the Hands of the
Iroquefe, they would defert me and the Canows, and
fiy to the Woods to avoid the Enemy. I rejected
his Advice, though I had like to have repented of
my Refolution not long after; for according to his
Prediction, my Canow-Men threaten’d to run away
to the Forefts, at the Fall call’d Long Saur : And
indeed if they had done it, T had follow’d ’em, up-
on the Reflection, that of two Evils 2 Man ought to
choofe
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choofe the leaft; but this Storm blew over. In
the great River of the Outaouas, not far from the
River of Lievre, I met Mr. de Si. Helene at the Head
of a Party of the Coureurs de Bois, who was bound
for Hudfon’s Bay, in order to retake fome Forts that
the Englifh had feiz’d upon. He acquainted me with
the Prince of Orange’s Expedition for England ; and
gave me to underftand, that upon his Arrival, King
“Fames retir’d to France, and that the Prince was pro-
claim’d King, which feem’d to prefage a bloody
and fharp War in Europe. Iaffure you, Sir, this
picce of News furpriz’d me extreamly; and mot-
withftanding that I had it from the Mouth of a Man,
whofe Word I rely very much upon, yet I had all
the Difficulty in the World to make myfelf believe,
that a Revolution of fuch Importance could be ac-
complifh’d in o fhort a Time, without the Effufion
of Blood ; efpecially confidering what a ftrict Alli-
ance there was between our Court, and the Court
of England, and how much ’“twas the Intereft of
both thefe Monarchs to give mutual Affiftance to
one another. Fuly the oth Iarrivid at Monreal,
after venturing down feveral fearful Cataracls in the
River of the Outaonas, and enduring the Hardfhips
of fifteen or twenty Land-carriages, fome of which
are above a League in Length.

"The Navigation is pretty fure from Miffilimakinac
to the River des Francois ; for in coafting along the
Lake of Hurons, we meet with an Infinity of Iflands,
which ferve for a Shelter. But in going up that Ri-
ver, there’s fome Difficulty; for it has five Cataraéts
which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land
for thirty, fifty, and a hundred Paces Having
pafs'd that River, we enter'd the Lake of the Ne-
picerinis, from whence we are forc'd to tranfport our
Canows and Baggage two I.eagues over-land, to
another River which has fix or feven Water-falls that
we commonly fhoot. From that River we have

another
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another Land-carriage to the River Creufe; which
falls with rapid Currents into the great River of the
Outaouas, near a Place call’d Mataouan. We conti=
nue our Courfe upon this great River, till we come
to the Point of the Iland of Monreal, where ’tis loft
in the great River of St, Laurence. Thefe two Ri-
vers join one another with very gentle Streams, and
quitting their fearful Channels, form the little Lake
of St. Lonss. 1 thought to have loft my Life at the
Fall, cal’’d the Fall of St. Louts, about three Leagues
from Moureal ; for our Canow having overfet in the
¥ddy, 1 was carry’d by the Current to the Foot of
that Cataract, from whence the Chevalier de Vau-
dreuil drag’d me out by a great Chance. 'The Ca-
nows and the Skins belonging to the fix Savages
were loft; and one of the Savages was drown’d.
‘I'his is the only time I was in danger, through the
whole Courfe of my Voyages. As foon as I landed
here, I repair’d with Diligence to a Tavern to refrefh
my {elf, and to make up the Loffes I had fuftain’d
by a neceffary Abftinence. ‘The next Day I waited
upon Mr. de Denonville, and Mr. de Champigni, to
whom I gave an Account of my Voyages, and
withal, gave in the News that a great Company of
the Coureurs de Bois and Savages would arrive very
fpeedily ; which they did accordingly, after fifteen
Days. The Rat 1 mention’d above, came down
hither, and return’d home notwithftanding the
Threats that were leveil’d again{t. him. By this Ad-
ventare, he fhew’d that -he Jaugh'd at their In-
trigues.  But now that I have mention’d his Name,
1 cannot forbear mentioning a malicious Stratagem
that this cunning Savage made ufe of laft Year, to
prevent the Conclufion of a Peace between Mr. de
Denonville and the Troguefe. :

"This Savage is the general and chief Counfellor
of the Hurons ; he isa Man of forty Years of Age,
and brave in his way. When he found himielf

1 prefs'd
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prefs'd arid importun’d by Mr. de Denonville, to en-
ter into the Alliance concluded in the Year 1687
that I took notice of before; he at laft comply’d
with his Defire, with this Referve, thatthe War
fhould not be put to an End till the Iroguefe were
totally routed. 'This Claufe the Governor promis’d
to make good, and gave him Affurances to that pur-
pofe on the 3d of Seprember, in the fame Year,
which happen’d about two Days before I fet out
from Niagara, upon my Voyage to the great Lakes.
This Savage-General relying upon Mr. de Denopn=
wille’s Promife, march’d from Miffilimakinac at the
Head of an hundred Warriors, as I infinuated in my
14th Letter, in order to invade the Jroguefe Coun+
try, and atchieve fome glorious Feats among ’em.
In the mean time to carry on his Defign the more
cautioufly, he thought it proper to pafs by the way
of Fort Frontenac, where he might receive fome In-
telligence. Upon his Arrival at this Fort, the Go-
vernor told him, that Mr. de Denonviile was negotiaa
ting a Peace with the five Iroguefe Nations, whofe
Embaflfadors and Hoftages he expeéted in a fhort
time, in order to conclude and ratify the Peace, he
having Orders to conduct ’em to Monreal: And that
upon that Confideration, ’twas moft proper for him
and his Warriors to return home, and to pafino
further. The Savage- General was mightily furpris'd
with this unexpected piece of News ; efpecially con-
fidering that by the means of that Peace, he and
his Nation would be given up as a Sacrifice for the
Welfare of the French. When the Governor had
made an End of his Remonftrance, the Rat ac-
knowledg’d, that what he offer’d was very reafen-
able, but withal, that inftead of following his Ad-
vice, he would go and tarry for the Jroguefe Em-;
baffadors and Hoftages at the Cataraéts, by which
they were oblig’d to pafs. He had not tarry’d there
above five or fix Days, before the unhappy Depu-~
L tigs
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ties arriv’d with a " rain of forty young Men, who
were all eitheir kill'd or taken as they difembarqued.
'The Priloners were no fooner fetter’d, than this
crafty General of the Hurons reprefented to ’em,
that the French Governor had fent him notice to
take up that Poft, in order to lie in wait for a Par-
ty of fifty Warriors, that were to pafs that way at
a certain fet Time. The Jroguefe being much fur-
pris’d with the Apprehenfion of the Perfidioufnefs
that he charg’d upon Mr. de Denonville, acquainted
the Rat with the Defign upon which they came.
Upon that the Rat counterfeited a fort of Rage and
Fury ; and to play his Cards the better, flew outin
Invectives againft Mr. de Denonville, declaring,
that fome time or other he would be reveng’d upon
that Governor, for making him the Inftrument of
the moft barbarous Treachery that ever was acted.
Then he fix’d his Eyes upon all the Prifoners,
among whom was the chief Embaflador call’d Z%c-
ganeforens, and {poke to this purpofe; Go, my Bre-
thren, though I am at War with you, yet Iveleafe you,
and allow you to go home. ’Tis the Governor of the
French that put me upon this biack Aftion, which 1
{fhalt never be able to digeft, unlefs your five Nations
revenge themfelves, and make their juft Reprifals.
This was fufficient to convince the Iroguefe of the
Sincerity of his Words; and they affur’d him upon
the Spot, that if he had a Mind to make a feparate
Peace, the five Nations would agree to it: Howe-
ver, the Rat having loft one Man in this Adventure,
kept an Jroquefe Slave to fupply the Place of the
Man hehad loft: And after furnithing the Prifoners
with Guns, Powder, and Ball, in order to theirre-
turn homeward, march’d to Miffilimakinas, where
he prefented the French Governor with the Slave
that he brought off. 'The poor Wretch was no
fooner deliver’d, than he was condemn’d to be fhot;
for at that time the Frencd Garrifon did not kn}c;w
that
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that Mr. de Denonville defign’d to clap up a Peace
with the Iroguefe. 'The condemn’d Prifoner gave
an Account of his Adventure, and that of the Am-
bafladors ; but the French thought that the fear of
Death made the Fellow talk idly, and were con-
firm’d in that Thought, by hearing the Rz and-his
Men fay, that he was Light headed : Infomuch, that
the poor Fellow was put to Death, notwithftanding
all the Reafons he could offer. 'The fﬂmc‘ Day that
he was fhot, the Rar call’d an old Iroguefe Slave that
had ferv’d him a a long while, and told | sm, he ha
refolv’d to allow him the Liberty of returning to his

own Country, and {pending the reft of his Days
among his Friends and Country-men. At the fame
time he gave him to know, that fince he had been
an Eye-witnefs of the barbarous Ufage that his
Country-man had met with from the French, not=
withftanding what he offer’d in his own Defence, it
behov’d him to acquaint his Countrymen with the
Blacknefs of that Adtion. ‘The manumitted Slave
obey’d his Orders {o punctually, that {oon after the

Iroquefe made an Incurfion, at a time when the Go-
vernor did not dream of any fuch thing, for he had
us’d the Precaution of giving the Iroguefe to under-
ftand, that he difallow’ *d of the Rar's Treachery
infomuch, that he had a mind to have him hang’ d ,-
and upon this Profpect, cxpuwd hourly ten or
twelve Deputies to conclude the Peace he fo much
defir'd.

In effett the Deputies did come, but neither their
Number nor their Defign was {uitable to what the
Governor had pmmm mielf. ‘Twelve bun-
dred Warriors landed at the E.. ands-end of the Ifland
of Moureal, and burnt and fack’d all the Plantations
in that Quarter: They maffacred Men, Women,
and Children ; and Madam de Denonville, who was
then at A meal with her Husband, did not think
herfelf fafe in that Place. A general Confternation

L 2 was
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was fpread all about ; for the Barbarians were not
above three Leagues from Monreal. 'They burnt
all the adjacent Settlements, and block’d up two
Forts. Mr. de Denonville {ent out a Detachment of
a hundred Soldiers and fifty Savages to oppofe ’em,
being unwilling to fpare a greater Number out of the
City : but all the Men of the Detachment were either
taken or cut in pieces, excepting twelve Savages,
one Soldier, and Mr. de Longueil who commanded
the Party, and was carried off by the twelve Sava-
ges after his Thigh was broke: The other Officers,
namely, the Sieurs de la Raberre, Denis, la Plante,
and Villedené¢, were all taken Prifoners. In a Word,
the Barbarians laid almoft the whole Ifland wafte,
and loft only three Men, who having drank to Ex-
cefs of the Wine they found in the Plantations, were
decoy’d into a Fort by a Canadefe Cow-keeper, that
had been their Slave for fome Years. As foon as
the three unfortunate Iroquefe arriv’d in the Fort,
they were thrown into a Cellar to fleep themfelves
fober: and, queftionlefs, as foon as they wak’d
they repented of their exceffive Drinking. When
they wak’d, they fell immediately a finging; and
when the Garrifon offer’d to fetter ’em, and carry
’em to Moureal, they flew to fome Clubs that lay
in the Cellar, and made fuch a vigorous and brave
Defence, that the Garrifon was forc’d to thoot ’em
upon the Spot, The Cow-keeper being brought
before Mr. de Denonville, he told him, that the
Breach made by the Ra#’s Contrivance was irrepar-
able; that the five Iroguefz Nations refented that
Adventure with {o much Warmth, that ’twas im-
poffible to difpofe ’em to a Peace ina fhort Time ;
that they were fo far from being angry with that Hy-
ron for what he did, that they were willing to enter
into a Treaty with him, owning that he and his
Party had done nothing but what became a brave
Man and a good Ally. Doubtlefs this fatal Incfur-
ion
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fion was a great Surprifal to Mr. de Denonville, and
afforded him a copious Field for Refleétion. *Twas
already impoffible to continue the Poffeffion of Fort
Frontenac; where they began to want Provifions,
and which could not be relieved without expofing a
great many Men to the Danger of the Paffes or Ca-
taraéts, which I have mention’d fo often. 'There
was a downright Neceflity of calling out the Garri-
fon, and blowing up the Fort; but the Difficulty lay
in finding a Man to carry Orders for that effe&t to
the Governor, for nobody durft undertake it, till
the Sieur Peter de Arpentigni offer’d to go all alone
through the Forefts ; and accordingly he went, and
did his Bufinefs fuccefsfully. 'The Orders were ex-
tream welcome to Mr. de Valrenes, the Governor of
the Fort for the time; who, upon the receiving of
“em, run a Mine under the four Baftions, which,
with the Powder he put in, was reckon’d fufficient
to blow it up. This done, he embarqu'd, and came
down the River through the Cataraéts to Monreal,
where he found Mr. de Denonville, and accompany’d
him hither. That Officer did not only abdicate the
Fort of Frontenac, but fet fire to the three great
Barques that they us’d to ply with upon the Lake,
both to awe the Froguefe in time of War, and to con-
vey Commodities to’em in time of Peace. Mr. de
enonville aCted a prudent Part in relinquifhing
both this Fort and that of Niagara; for, in earneft,
thefe two Pofts are indefenfible, by reafon of the
inacceflible Cataraéts, upon which an Ambufcado
of ten Jroguefe may repulie a thoufand Frenchmen by
the throwing of Stones. But after all I muft own,
that the Welfare and Prefervation of our Colonies
had an abfolute Dependance upon thefe two Forts,
which feem’d to infure the utter Deftruétion of the
Iroguefe 5 for they could not ftir out of their Villages
to Hunt, or to Fifh, without running the Rifque of
having their Throats cut by the Savages in Alliance
L 3 with
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with us, who being then affur’d of a fafe Retreats
would have made continual Incurfions into the Coun-
try of thole Barbarians: And by this means the Iror
guefe being unprovided with Beaver-skins to be gi-
ven in exchange for Guns, Powder, Ball, and Nets,
would be ftarv’d to Death, or at leaft be oblig’d to
depart their Country.

In the end of September Mr. de Bonaventure, Cap-
tain and Owner of a Merchant Ship, arriv'd in this
Port, and brought the News of Mr. de Froutenac’s
Reinftallment in the Place of Governor-General of
Canada, and of the Re-calling of Mr. de Denonville,
whom the Duke de Beauvilliers has recommended
to the King, for the Place of Sub-Governor to the
Princes his Grandfons. Some People are uneafy at
the re-calling of this Governor ; and ’tis faid, that
the Reverend Fathers the Jefnits, fall under the
Number of the Malecontents: For if we may credit
the Reports of the Country, they contributed in a
great meafure, to the re-calling of Mr. de Frontenac
{feven or eight Yearsago, by a&ing in concert with
the Intendant of Clefuean, and fupreme Council,
and drawing up Accofations againft him which had
the defired Effet ; though now the King fhews that
he is undeceiv’d, by reinftating that Gentleman once
more in this Government. In the mean time the
Statefmen of the Country that are moft guilty,
know not how to drefs this Kettle of Fifh; for they
make no queftion but the New Governor will retain
a juft Refentment of what’s paft. But the Gentler
men, Merchants, and other Inhabitants, are mak-
ing Preparations for folemnizing his Arrival, which
they expeét with as much Impatience, as the Fews
The very Savages that live in the
ony, fhew an uncommon Joy upon
is Return: And indeed, we need not
e, for that Governor drew Efteem
t only from the Zrench, but ﬁronﬁ
a
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all the Nations of this vaft Continent, who look'd
upon him as their Guardian Angel. Mr. de Deioi-
wille begins to pack up his Baggage, and that in cf
fect, is all I can fay of him. 'Tis none of my Bu
finefs to meddle with an Infinity of Affairs, that re-
late to the Gentleman’s private Intereft. As to the
Queftion, whether he has manag'd well or ill, du-
ring the Courfe of his Government, or whether he
was lov’d or hated, I know nothing of the Matter.
1 am at a Lofs to know whether he kept a good or
forry Table, for indeed I was never atit. Adieu.

I make Account to fet out for Rockel, when the
Vefltl that brings our new Governor, returns for
France. 1 am,

SIR, Toursy &Ke.

PR DR Sl N o e A M B T
Dated at Quebec Nov. 15. 1689.

Giving an Account of Mr. de Frontenac’s Arri-
val, his Reception, his Foyage to Monreal, and
the repairing of Fort Frontenac.

SIR,

HE Intelligence you give me of the adjudging

of the Lands of Labontan, would have drove

me to defpair ; if you had not affur’d me at the fame
time, that I might recover it after a Century of
Years, (if I had the Misfortune to live {o long) up-
on the Condition of reimburfing to-the Poffeflor,
the Sum that he pay’d for it, and of proving that I
was atually in the King’s Service in the remote Parts
of the World, when that Eftate was fold. To {peak
to the Purpofe, Mr. de Frontenac has countermand-
L 4 ed
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ed the Leave 1 had to go for France,and has offer’'d
me a free Accefs to his Pocket and his Table. - A]]
the Arguments I offer’d, have no Influence upon
him, and {o I am bound to obey.

This new Governor arriv'd at Quebec the 15th of
October. He came on fhore at eight a Clock at
Night, and was receiv’d by the Supreme Council,
and all the Inhabitants in Arms, with Flambeaux
both in the City, and upon the Harbour, with a
triple Difcharge of the great and {mall Guns, and
Illuminations in all the Windows of the City. That
fame Night he was complimented by all the Compa-
nies of the Town, and above all, by the Jetuits,
who upon that Occafion made a very pathetick
Speech, though the Heart had lefs Hand in it, than
the Mouth. The next Day he was vifited by allthe
Ladies, whofe inward Joy appear’d in their Counte-
nances, as much as in their Words. Several Per-
fons made Fire-works, while the Governor and his
Retinue fung 7¢ Deum in the great Church. Thefe
{olemn Demonftrations of Joy, increas’d from Day
to Day, till the new Governor fet out for Monreal;
and the Conduct of the People upon this Head, af-
forded fignal Proofs of the Satisfaction they had in
his Return, and of their refting affur’d, that his wife
Conduct, and noble Spirit, would preferve the Re-
pofe and Tranquillity that he always kept up, du-
ring his firft ten Years Government. Allthe World
ador’d him, and ftyl'd him Redemptor Patrie; to
which Title he had a juft Claim, for all the Inhabi-
tants of thefe Colonies agree, that when he came
firlt to Canada, he found all things in Confufion and
Diftrefs. At that time the Jroguefe had burne all
the Plantations, and cut the Throats of fome thou=
fands of the French ; the Farmer was knock’d on the
Head in his Field ; the Traveller was murder’d up-
on the Road, and the Merchant ruin’d for want of
Commerce; All the Plancers were pinch’d with Fa-
: ming,
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mine, the War render’d the Country defolate ; and,

in a Word, New-France had infallibly perifh’d, it
this Governor had not made that Peace with the
Barbarians, that I fpoke of in my fifth Letter. The
bringing of that Peace to bear, was an Aétion of
greater Importance, than you can well imagine;
for thefe Barbarians grounded all their Wars upon
a perfonal Enmity, whereas the European Ruptures
depend more upon Intereft than upon pure R evenge.
Mr. de St. Valiers the Bithop of Quebec, arriv'd
likewife on the 1520 at the fame Port. He had im-
barqu'd in the preceding Spring, on board of a
Bark that he had hir'd to tranfport him to 4eadia,
to Newfound-land, and to the other Countries of his
Diocefe. Mr. de Frontenac our Governor, fet out
for Monreal in a Canow, four or five Days after his
Arrival ; and 1 had the Honour to accompany him.
All Endeavours were-us’d to diffuade him from un-
dertaking that Voyage, when the Seafon was fo
cold, and fo far advanc’d : For, as I inform’d you
before, the Ice is thicker and ftronger here in Oob.
than ’tis at Paris in fanuary ; which, is very ftrange.
Notwithftanding all the Remonfirances drawn from
the Hardfhips and Inconveniencies of the Voyage,
he flighted the Fatigues of the Water, and threw
himfelf into a Canow in the fixty-eighth Year of his
Age. Nay, he took the Abdication of Fort Frop-
tenac fo much to Heart, that he had gone ftreight
thither, if the Nobility, the Priefts, and the Inha-
bitants of Monreal, had not intreated him, with joint
Supplications, not to expofe his Perfon to the Dan-+
ger of the Falls and Cartaralts that lie in that Paf-
fage. Inthe mean time fome Gentlemen of Canada,
follow’d by a hundred Conreurs de Bois, under the
Command of Mr. Mauntet, ventur'd upon the
Woyage, with intent to learn the State of the Fort.
I acquainted you in my laft Letter, that Mr. de Va/-
renes had blown up the Walls of the Forr, when
: he
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he made his Retreat ; but by good luck, the Da-
mage was not {o great as ’twas took to be ; for the
Party commanded by Mr. Mantet, have already
rear’d up the ruinous Wall to the height of fome
Fathoms, and will continue to Work upon the Re-
pair of the Fort all this Winter. 'This News Mr.
de Frontenac receiv’d laft Night, which was the fixth
after his Return to this City.
I had forgot to tell you, that he brought with him
out of France, fome of thofe Iroguefe that Mr. de
Denonville had fent to the Galleys, as I intimated in
my thirteenth Letter; the reft having perifh’d in
their Chains.  Of all thefe unfortunate Barbarians
that he has brought back, the moft confiderable is
one that goes by the Name of Oresnabé. He was
not us'd asa Galley Slave, i regard that he wasthe
Leader of the Goyoguans, and the Governor has
lodg’d him in the Caftle, in confideration of the
Efteem he fhews both for Mr. de Frontenac, and for
the French Nation. Some flatter themfelves with the
Hopes, that fome Accommodation with the five fro-
guefe Nations may be effeéted by his Mediation ;
«and for that end Propofals of Peace are now in Agi-
tation : But 1 have three good Reafons for predict-
ing, that fuch a Defign will prove abortive, I have
already laid thefe Reafons before Mr. de Frontenac,
who gave me to know, that after the Departure of
the Ships, he would difcourfe me upon that Head.
1 fhall not offer at the Particulars of his Interview,
with Monfieur and Madam de Denonwilie ; till fuch
time as you and I have an Opportunity of talking
under the Rofe. Some Officers accompany Mr. de
Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes of be-
ing preferr’d. In all probability the Ships will fet
{ail to Morrow, for we have now a fair and gentle
Nefterly Gale; befides, that the Seafon for quitting
this Port, is almoft fpent, I am,
S IR, Yours, &c.
LET-
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e L L R AT
Dated at Monreal, Oftober 2. 1690,

Relating the Attempts upon New-England and
New-York ; a fatal Embafly jent by the
French fo the Iroquefe; and an ill-concerted
Enterprife of the Englith and the Iroquefe, in
marching by Land to Attack the French Co-
lony.

S IR,

Bout fifteen Days fince, a Ship of Rochel, laden
with Wine and Brandy, arriv’d in this Har-
bour; and the Captain took care to convey a Let-
ter from you to my Hands. As to your Defire of
having a circumftantial Account of the Trade of
Canada, 1 cannot fatisfy it at prefent, for I am not
as yet {o thoroughly acquainted with all its Bran-
ches. But I affure you, that fome time or other I
fhall fend you fuch Memoirs, as will give you Satis-
faction upon that Head. In the mean time, I hope
you'll be contented with an Account of what pafs'd
in this Country fince the Date of my laft,

As foon as Mr. Denonville fer out from Quebec,
upon his Return to France, Mr, de Frontenac took
Pofleffion of the Fort, which is the common Refi=
dence of our Governor-General; and order’d one
of our beft Archite&s to make Preparations for re-
building it as foon as he could.

In the Beginuing of this Year, Mr. d’ Ibervilie at-
tempted to pilluge a fmall Village in New-ork, call'd
by the Iroguefe Corlar ; which Name they likewife
give to all the Governors of that Ewuglifh Co!o::y.
‘ : This
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This Gentleman, who isa Canadefe, was attended
by five hundred Goureurs de Bois, and the like nume
ber of Savages; and the whole Party made the Ex-
pedition over Snow and Ice, notwithftanding they
had three hundred Leagues to march backward and
forward, and that the Roads were very rugged and
troublefome. Mr. d’ Iberville met with wonderful
Succefs, forafter he had pillag’d, burnt, and fack’d
that little Village, with the adjacent Cantons, he
fell in with a Party of an hundred Troquefe, and
defeated ’em intirely. Much about the {fame Mr.
de Portneuf, another Canada Gentleman, march’d
out at the Head of three hundred Men, one half
Savages, and the other half Courenrs de Bois, with
intent to poffefs himfelf of a Fort belonging to the
Fuglifh, cal'd Kenebeki, which ftands upon the
Sea-Coaft of New-England, towards the Frontiers of
Acadia. ‘The Garrifon of this Fort made a brave
Defence: But there being great Quantities of Gra-
nado’s and other Fire-works thrown in upon ’em,
while the Savages (contrary to their Cuftom) feal’d
the Palifadoes on all Hands, the Governor was
oblig’d to furrender upon Difcretion. ’Tis faid,
that in this Action the Coureurs de Bois did their
Duty very bravely, but the Enterprize had prov’d
fuccefslefs without the Affiftance of the Savages.

As foon as the Rivers were navigable, Mr.de
Frontenac offer’d to {fend me with Propofals of Peace
to the Iroguefe. But I made Anfwer, that fince his
Pocket and Table had been free to me during the
Winter, I could not imagine that he had a Mind
to berid of me {o foon. Being oblig’d by this Re~
ply to unfold my Meaning, I remonftrated to him,
that the King of England having loft his Crown,
and War being proclaim’d, the Governors of New-
England and New-Tork, would infaliibly ufe their
utmoft Efforts to excite thefe Banditto’s to redouble
sheir Incurfiogs ; that for that end they would qu;

ni
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nifh ’em with Ammunition gratis, and even joyn _
’em in order to attack our Towns; and above all,

that the Intrigue of the Ras had o provok’d ’em,
that, in my Opinion, *twas impoffible to appeafe ’em.
Upon thefe Confiderations, 1 humbly befeech’d him
to have fome other Perfon in his View, in cafe he
perfifted in his Defign of making a Trial of that
Nature. The Chevalier Do was fingled out for this
fatal Embafly, being attended by one Culin, as In-
terpreter of the Jroguefe Language, and two young
Canadans. 'They fet out in a Canow, and when
they came in fight of the Village of the Onuontagues,
were receiv’d with the honourable Salvo of feveral
good Blows, and conducted with the fame Ceremo-
ny to the Village. Such a Reception could not but
be difagreeable to the Gentleman that came to make
Offers of a Peace. 'The ancient Men being quickly
affembled, thought it moft proper to fend ’em back
with a favourable Anfwer, and in the mean time to
ingage fome of the Agnies and Ounoyotes, to lie in
wait for ’em at the Cataradls of the River, and
there Kill two, fending the third back to Quebec,
and carrying the fourth to their Village, where
there would be found fome Engli/b that would fhoot
’em, that is, that would give them the fame Ufage
as the Raz did to their Ambaffadors: So true it is,
that that Action fticks in their Stomachs, 'This
Project had actually been put in Execution, if it had
not been for fome of the Planters of New-Tirk,
who were then among the Barbarians, having come
thither on purpofe to animate ’em againft us. Thefe
Planters knew {o well how to influence the Barba-
rians, that were already bent upon Revenge; that
a Company of young Barbariaus burnt *em all alive,
excepting the Chevalier Do, whom they tied Hand
and Foot, and fent him bound to Boffon, with a
Defign to pump out of him, a View of the Condi-
tion of our Colonies and Forces. This piece of

News
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News we receiv’d two Months after, by fome Slaves
that made their Efcape from the Iroguefe; and Mr.
de Frontenac, when furpriz’d with fuch difmal News,
declar’d, that out of twenty Captains that offer’d
to cxecute that Commiflion, and would have taken
the Imployment for an Honour, I was the only
one that had been capable of forcieemg its bad
Succefs.

“Fune the 24¢h, 1 imbarqu’d for this Place ina
flugeith Brigantine, that the Captain of the Gover-
nor's Guards had caus’d to be bailt the foregoing
Winter. 'This venerable Veflel had the Honour to
lodge the Intendant and his Lady; and all of us
being in no hafte, fpent ten or twelve Days by the
Way, and feafte d like Kings every \Ilght Mr. de
Frontenac mark’d out a Fort in his Pafla age to the
City of Yrois Rivieres, which I {poke of before.
Fifceen Days after our Arrival in this Place, a cer-
tain Savage whofe Name was Plake, came and gave
us notice, that he had difcover’d a Body of a thou-
fand Englifl, and five hundred Iroguefe that march’d
up to attack us.  Upon this Intelligence, all our
"Troops crofs’d over to the Meadow “of Madel aine,
oppofite to this City, and there incamp’d, in con-
jun&ien with three or four hundred Savages that
were our Allies, in order to give the Enemy a warm
Reception. Our Camp was no fooner form’d, than
Mr. de Frontenac detach’d two or three {fmall Par-
tiés of tHu Savages to obferve the Enem} Thefe
Farties came foon back, after having furpriz'd fome
ftragling Iroguefe at hunting on the Confines of
Cmmmmne Lake: The Prifoners inform’d us, that
the Englifl being unable to encounter the 1at1gues
of the March, and unpiowdcd with a fufficient
Stock of Provifions, both they and the frogucfe were
return’d to their own Country. This Account be-
ing confirm’d by other Savages, our Troops de-
camp’d,and march d back to this I lanc,from whlence

was
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I was detach’d fome Days after to command a Par-
ty that was to cover the Reapers of Fort Roland,
which lies in this Ifland. When the Harveft was
over 1 return’d to this Place, along with the Hurons
and the Outaontas, who had come down from their
own Country, in purfuit of their ufual Trade in
Skins, an Account of which you had in my eighth
Letter, 'Thefe Traders continued here in fifteen
Days, and then march’d home.

This, Sir, is a Summary of all our Occurrences
of Moment fince the laft Year. About fifteen Days
hence, 1 think to fet out for Quebec, in Mr. de Fron-
tenac’s Brigantine. I conclude with my ufual Com-
pliment,

S IR,

Yours, &c.

Lol TR BRGNS

Dated at Rockel, Fanuary 12, 1691.°

Being a Relation of a Second and very important
Expedition of the Englith by Seas in which is
contain’d a Letter written by the Englith _4d-
miral to Count Frontenac, with the Gover-
nor’s verbal Anfwer. As alfo an Account of
the Author’s Departure for France.

SIR,
Am arriv’d at laft at Recbel, from whence T now
tranfmit you a Relation of all that pafs’d in
Canada, fince the Date of my laft Letter. In the
fpace of a few Days after that Date, Mr. de Fron-
tenac receiv’d Advice that a ftrong Fleet of Engli/b
Ships
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Ships amounting to thirty-four Sail, was feen near
Zadouflac. Immediately he got on board of his Bri-
gantine, and order’d all the Troops to imbarque in
Canows and Boats, and to row Night and Day to
prevent the Enemy ; all which was happily put in
Execution. At the fame time he gave Orders to Mr.
de Callieres, to bring down as many of the Inhabi-
tants as poflibly he could. We row’d with fuch
Expedition, and Diligence, that we arrivid the 34
Day at Quebec. As foon as Mr. de Frontenac de-
barqued, he view’d the weakeft Pofts, and order’d
em to be fortified without lofs of time: He rais’d
Batteries in feveral Places, and though in that capi-
tal City we had but twelve great Guns, and but
little Ammunition, yet he {feem’d to be refolutely
bent upon an obftinate Refiftance to the Efforts of
the Enemy’s Fleet, which in the mean time ftood
catching of Flies, at the diftance of two Leagues
from Quebec. We took the Advantage of their flow
Approaches, and work’d inceflantly to put our felves
in a Pofture of Defence. Our Troops, our Militia,
and our confederate Savages, came up to us on all
Hands. ’Tis certain, that if the Englifb Admiral
had made his Defcent before our Arrival at Quebec,
or cven two Days after, he had carried the Place
without ftriking a Blow ; for at that time there was
not two hundred Fremch in the City, which lay
open, and expos’d on all Hands. But inftead of
doing that, he caft Anchor towards the Point of
the Ifland of Orleans, and loft three Days in con-
{ulting with the Capcains of the Ships, before they
came to a Refolution. He took the Sieur Foliet
with his Lady and his Mother-in-Law, ina Bark in
the River of St. Laurence. 'Three Merchant-men
from France, and one laden with Beaver-Skins from
Hudfon’s- Bay, enter’d the River of Saguenay, by the
way of Zadouffac, where they fculk’d, and after
hauling their Guns afhoar, rais’'d very good Batte-

ries,
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ries, 'To be fhort, the Officers of the Enemy’s
leet came to a Refolution after the lof of'thlc*f or
four days in nfelefs Confuleations, dunnc which
time we were’ J(J)n ’d on all ‘*A-ws bv great numbers
of Inhabitants and Sold: iers. Purfuant to the Refo-
lution of the Lr)u'm]s of ‘\ ar, the Engli/h Admiraly
namely, Sir /V%lliam P ' iu t out his Sloc cp mth
a French Flag Lpr\n it’s 1<)« which made up to
f't*“ City witl h found of ilumth Upon this, Mr,
¢ Frontenac fent out another with a French Officer
to meet it, who found an ZEuglifi Major in the
sloop, who gave him to unda.ﬂ’md that he had
[’“(,(_, ’lrf"e Of a LCtt(l‘ {' om Hl; CCI"CE‘;U, to tth_ (IO
vernor ot Canada, and hop’d he might be allow’d to
dcu\cr it h:mmf Lnou that Lh\, Erench Officer
took him into his Sloop, and having blindfolded
p*M, conduéted him to the Governor’s Chamber 3
where his Face being 1ncm er’d, he delivered him
a Letter, the bLbﬂame of whi d: was this.

1 Sir William Phits, General of the Forces of
A;‘;u-f ngland, by Sea and Land, to Count Frous
tenac, Governor General of Quebecy, by Orders
from, and in the name of #iliiam 111 and Mary
¢ King and Queen ofl’nqlﬂnd am come to make
my felf Mafter of this Fountry But in regard
that I have nothing {fo much in view, as the pre=
venting of the Effufion of Blood, I require you
to furrender at difcretion, your Cities, Caftles,
Forts, Towns, as well as your Perfons ; affuring
you at the fame tim ., u‘m you fhall meet with
all manner of good Ufarrt, Ciy 111r"dna Humanity.
If you do not accept of this Propofal withoug
any Reftriction; 1 will endeavour, by the Affift=
ance of Heaven, on which I rely, and the Force
of my Arms, to make a Conque it of ’em. 1 ex-
pect a poﬁtwe Anfwer in writing in the {pace
an Hour; and in the mear tinie give you roare,
. M ¢ that
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¢ that afrer the Commencement of Hoftilities, I fhalt
¢ not entcrtain any thoughts of Accommodation.
Sign’d, William Pbips.

T pteli plid
LNEW ¥ b_jd;\; )

A frer the Interpreter had tranflated the Letter to

Mr. de Frontenac, who was then furrounded with Of-
ficers; he order'd Caprain of his Guards to
make a Gibbet before the Fort, in order to hang the
poor Major, who in all appearance underftood

French ; for upon the pronouncing of this fatal Sen-
tence, he was like to {woon away. And indeed I
muft fay jor had fome reafon to be affected,
for he had certainly been hang’d if the Bifhop and
the Intendant, who to his good luck were then pre-
fent, had not interceded on his behalf. Mr. de Frou-
: , that they were a Fleet of Pyrates,
or of Perfons without Commiffion, for that the
King of England was then in Framce, But at laft
the Governor being appeas'd, order’d the Major
to repair forthwith on board of his Admiral, againft
whom he could defend himfelf the better, for not
being attack’d. At the fame time he declar’d, that
he kriew no other King of Great Britain than Fames
11, that his rebcllions Subj were Pyrates, and
that he dreaded neither their Force nor their'T hreats.
"This faid, he threw Admiral Phips’s Letter in the
Major’s Face, and then turn’d his Back upon him.
Upon that the poor Ambaffador took frefh Courage,
and looking upon his Watch, took the liberty to
ask Mr.de Frontenac, if be could not have his An-
fwer in Writing before the Hour elaps’d. “But the
Governor made anfwer with all the Haughtinefs
and Difdain imaginable, that his Admiral defervd
no other Anfweri than what flew from the Mouth
of Cannons and Muskets. 'Thefe Words were no
fooner pronounc’d, than the Major was forc’d to
take his Letter again, and being blind-folded, was
reconduéted to his Sloop, in which he row'd to-
wards the Fleet with all Expedition, The

U
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'The next ci;!_j,’ about two in the Afternoon, fixty
Sloops were fent athoar with ten ]
Men, “who ftood upon the Sand ii
der. After th: rtiu, Sloops went 1
and brought athoar

dalilUa

ent of Men,

which was afterwards ic : 1 Comple-
ment of the {fame number. As {oon as thefe T roops

were landed, they rds the
City with Drums beating l .
Deicent was made over ag: 1“r the Ifle of Orleans,
abouta League and a ha bur:*-:.f Ouebec ; but’twas
not fo expeditious, but [l.e - ¢ erate S:

ges, with two hundred C '
Officers, had time to pﬁa U‘rrm"”(n in a
thick Irarpbm, which lay half a I,b_lqul, c:’fi‘ the
Place of Landing. It being im 3ﬂ ble for {6 {mall
Irty to come to an open Battle with a numerous
<5 um\, they were forc’d to fight after the manner

73

of the 8 avages, that is, to lay Ambulcadoes from
Place \o Placc in the C pf‘ which was a quarter

of : League broad. This way of waging War
pmvd wonderfully fuccefsful to us, for our Men
being pofted in the middle of the opfe, we {uffer’d
t% Lnn{/b to enter, and then fird upon ‘em, ly-
ing flat upon the Ground till they fir'd their Pieces ;
after w hich we {prung up, and m:mmfr into Knots
here and there, repeated our Fire with fuch Succefs,
that the f,u”r!JfJ Militia pummnm our Savages, fel
into Lonfuﬁon and Diforder, and their Battalions
: broke ; infomuch, that m:y betook themfelves
to h]ghz, cr}-"'ﬂg out, Indians, Indians, and gave
our Savages the O pmmmt; of m*k':n:g a bloody
Slwc’hter among c"q, for we found three hundred
Men left upon the § pot, without any other lofs on
our fide than that of ten Coureurs de Bois, four
Officers, and two Savages
The next day the Eug
brafs Cannon monnted like Fie
M

four Pieces of
d-pieces, and fought
2 very




ough they were very ill difciplin’d.
>Tis certain there was no want. of Courage on theit
Succefs muft be imputed to
Inefs,with military ] Difcipline, to
‘ tes of r‘ic Sea, and
i Phips, who upon

r
: -
o)

-:‘ni: ill Conduc t of Sir Hillia
Enterprife could not have done lefs than he

did, if he had been engaged by uvs to ftand ftill
with his Hands in bis Pockets. 'This day pafs’d over
more peac ‘”'1b]v than the next ;'c:r then the Englifi
made a mpt fm. . their Paff age through
the Artillery 5 but they
hundred more in the Attcmpt

LLIC

loft

‘ y all Night flat upon t..

juft by it, with a defign 'to attack it by break of
Day: But they fav’d us the labour, for they em-
barked abeut Midn ight with |

1ich Qowfufcﬂ that we

kill'd ¢ 1, Ta

5(:3‘;5*.‘?:},'1 while they were

When Day came, we tranp _

"Lents and their Cannon, whi bh thu, had ehin
"em ; the Savages bc?ng in the mean time employ’d
in ftri Dead in the Wood.

lay that the Defcent was made, Sir
_ ,; weigh'd and came to an Anchor with
four great Ships, at the diftance of a Musket-fhot
from the lower City, where we had only one Batte-
vy of fix or eight Pounders. "T'here he Cannonadoed
for t\vf‘i.t\-im»r Hours {o hand{omly, that the Fire
of the great Guns equalled that of the f
The Damag‘: they did to the Roofs of the houfb
amounted to five or fix Piftoles ; for, as Linform'd
rou in my firft Letter, the Walls of the Houfes are
fo hard, that a Ball cannot pierce ‘em, When
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When Sir Ziiliam Phips had made anend of thefe
glorious Exploits, he ‘-.L'r.: to dcmmad of Mr. de
Frontenae fome } tnglifb Prifoners in Exchange for the
b eur fu,,m. \htl his Wife ::'-:f Ea‘
eamen ; which
I'his dm.«.,

\r\“ 11{
’.il (‘"‘ (‘lltiﬁl?.
{teered
1t-met

|\“..1 Vit

eir Vovace
riv Ld :::'“ nebec on the 1

fcarce put heir Cargoe on fhoar,
Co’d covered the River with Ice; which damaged
their Ships {fo much, that they were forced to run
’em afhoar, This troublefome Froft was as uneafy

to me as to Mr. de Frontenacy for then I faw that I
1 . s 7

was obliged to p:‘,*' another Wi in Cana d
1 g I.f 7 5 € of

. | 1 -
nding thel ) :
e 1 TR i Eticomt

Llf.'t‘:.J there came ali or a J.u.u.,.;r. a l/cwnial ol

Rain, which was follow ved b\‘ a'l hm, and was -
qually acceptable to us both. It 1'1‘1“(}:.‘{\1‘\' the Go-
vernor ordered an unr}gch Frigat to be rigged and
fitted out ; which was done accordingly with fuch
Difpatch, that the Til..a,"t) Sails 1\01“, and Mafts
were all in order almoft as foon as the Orders were
given out. When ”w Frigat was 1c:dy to fail, the
Governor told me, that the making of France as
foon as ever I ro...:jl would be a piece of important
Scr‘.‘;uc ; and that I ought rather to perifh than to
fuffér my{eifto be taken by the Enemy,or to putina
any Port whatfoever by the way. ’&t the {ame time
he gave mea '*-:r::'hi.nu Letter to Mr. de Seignelay,
the Purport of which was much to my Advantage.
I put to Sea the zoth of November, the like of
whi (_h was never feen in that Place before. At the
Hle of Coxdres we “fcap'd luckily; for chere che

AT ) NOT -
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‘\'». ind blew {o hard upon us, that a
yd _»’H:(nm’, we thought to have e een
,-‘”(_‘a in the Night-time. 'The reft of our
Paflage was good enough, for we encountered but
cne Storm t;.l we arr \‘wl at this Place. = Indeed
] Vinds about 150 Leagues
-::.:c';'_., which obliged us to tra-*
w::';-:, and lie by a long ti.“-,,.; and ’twas for
that our Paffage was {o long

: NOW | ovence, and that Mr. de
p - to the other World,
which is o‘f a quite different nature from that I l:aw,
;1m performed. In (';:rizcﬂ', Sir, his Death is the
' isfortune to the Navy (){Pw;;fﬂ to the Colo-
' 5, and to me in particular,
. de Fror ,‘e';mc‘s recommendatory Letter is
thereby rendered ufelefs to me. I am,

~
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S IR, Tours, &c.
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¢d at Court.

TH _12 LC"tt‘I’ you wr Et to me two Months ago
is, but I could not
f¢ I had not then
ned to Ra-
igh to inform you of
n to France. As {oon
d upon Mr. f”i)ﬂ -
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train, who fucceeded Mr. de &
fénted to him, that Mr. de Fron
Letter to his Predeceflor, inwh

the Services I had done. 1

that my Eftate being feizec
feveral Law-fuits to be a

was neceffary, T hopd hi
leave to quit hi
he had been 1
and that I)was all
’em till the Departure of the laf
bound this year for Quebec, to which Placel

I fhould return. Having received this Anfw
went from Verfailles to Paris, where my R elations
drew me into a Confultation of feveral Counfellors,
who declar’d that my Affairs were fo perplex’d, that
in their Opinion, I could not have’em adjufted in {fo
fhort a time. In the mecan time, the Crowns I was
forc’d to lug out for this Confultation, turn’d my
Stomach againft the going to Law with Perfons that
had fo much Intereft in the Parliament of Paris ;
infomuch, that I was almoft in the mind of lofing
my Right, rather than to enter upof the Law-Suit.
However, I did not fail to put in fora Provifion upon
my confifcated Eftate, by vertue of my being actu-
ally in the Service. But the folliciting of that, coft
me {o much Trouble and Charges, that though my
powerful Adverfaries had not been able to prevent
the obtaining of my Requeft, yet the Sum adjudged
therecupon, would not be fufficient to anfwer the
Charges I was at.  Meffieurs de Bragelone are very
honourable Gentlemen, as you know very well. Tis
true, they love Piftoles better than their R elations,
and upon that Principle contented them{elves in
doing me the Honour of their good Advice; for
their Generofity does not go much further ; and if
had no other Refuge than theirs, I fhould be but in
a forry Condition. ‘The Abbot of Ecouttes, who is

M 4 mere

a

o

State of my

yo'd el Al Tanaceme it ¥
owd to z}ul iue the LVidalla ok ment o1

Ships that are
1 1 meaned
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more liberal, tho’ not {o rich as they, made me a
Prefent of a hundred Louis d’ors, which I applied to
the Payment of the Fees, for being received into the
Order of St. Lazarns. 'The Ceremony of that In-
ftallment was performed in Mr. de Louvois’s Cham-
ber, and did not laft {o long as the telling of the Mo-
ney. I wasin hopes that this generous Abbot would
have beftowed upon me fome fimpie Benefice that
he might have thrown in my way, without injuring
himfelf : But it feems, a Scruple of Confcience ftood
my Enemy. Upon the whole, Sir, I was e’en forc’d
at lalt to go to Verfailles to follicit for a Place,
which is the molft cutting and vexatious Office in
the World. Do but confider, Sir, that in thofe
Royal Apartments Crowns fly, and no body knows
where they go. One muft patiently attend five or
fix Hours a-day in Mr. de Pontchartrain’s Apart-
ments, only to fhew himfelf every time that that
Minifter goes out or comes in,

He no fooner appears, than every one crowds in
to prefent Memorials clogged with fifty Reafons,
which commonly fly off as light as the Wind. As
foon as he receives thefe Petitions, he gives ’em to
fome Secretary or other that follows him ; and this
Secretary carries 'em to Meflieurs de Ja Touche, de
Begon, and de Saluberri ; whofe Footmen receive
Piftoles from moft of the Officers, who without
that Expedient, would be in danger of catching cold
at the Door of the Office of thefe Deputies. *Tis
from that Expedient alone, that their good or bad
Deftiny muft flow. Pray undeccive yourfelf, as to
your Notion of the Protection of great Lords: the
Time is gone in which the Minifters granted what-
ever they asked for their Baftards, their Footmen,
and their Vaffals. There is but two or three Prin-
ces or Dukes, who being great Favourites, will med-
dle in protecting thofe that have no immediate De-
pendance upon ‘em: And if thefe do it, tis very
feldom ;
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{eldom ; for you know that the Gentry of France :Ts
in no great Circumitances, and thefe great Lord
have oftentimes poor Friends of their own, {br
whom they are oblig’d to ask Places, in order to
their Subfiftence. As the World goes now, the Mi-
nifters are upon fuch a Foot, that t'vu,\"u refufe any
thing to Perfons of the ii]”htﬁ Dignity aboat Court,
by replying, the King w ill have it {o or the King _.,ll
have it otht wife. And as for the IOPJC of L.mi‘t;
that’s fuch a frightful Monfter, that it can have no

eception in the Minifters Offices, nay, moft of the
\hmftusarc ftruck with Horror wh en thev think of
it. ’Tis the Minifters, in effe@, that difpofe of all
>laces, though it appears as if ’twere . the King.
They do what they pleafe, without being accoun-
table to him, for he puts all upon the Affe&tion and
Zeal they ought to have for his Service. They
carry Extracls to him, in which the Merit of the
Officers they mean to prefer, is either {fuppos’d or
extoll’d. But the \ic...om.la of thofe they do not
like, are far from appearing.

I'm forry I fhould be oblig’d to lay this T'ruth be-
fore you howcvcr, I mention no particular Mi-
nifter, for they are not all of that Kidney. Iknow
{fome of ’em that would {corn to do the leaft Injuf-
tice to any Man what{oever, and would not {uffer
their Suiffes, or their Lackeys, or even their Depu-
ties or uerxs, to intrigue for the Preferment of
fuch and fuch Perfons by the means of Piftoles. Thefe
dextrous Intriguers do by indiret means make more
Officers than you have Hairs on your Head; and
’tis for that Reafon they are {aluted a L.eague off;
and dignify’d as icuonhy with the Title of Monfieur,
as their Mafters are with that of Monfeignenr or
Grandear. 'Thefe laft 'T'itles have been acquired by
our Minifters and Secretaries of State, with asm nr 1
Glory as by our Bifhops. We muft ot thi
ftrange therefore, that even our General Of

cner
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have the Words Monfeignenr and Grandenr {o fre-
quently in their Mouths, provided it be accompany’d
with that of your Excellency. 1 {wear, Sir, I could
find Matter for a Book of three hundred Pages in
Folio, if I had a mind to be particular upon the In-
trigues of the Officers and Minifters of State ; upon
the means by which the Sollicitors compafs their ends,
the notorious Kuavery of ‘a certain fort of People,
and the Patience with which the Officers muft be
fortified ; upon the Contempt that thofe meet with,
who have no other Recommendation than Merit,
and in a word, upon all the Inftances of Injuftice,
that are praétis’d without the King’s Knowledge.

Let it be as it will, I muft acquaint you, that after
a fruitlefs Sollicitation for what T thought I had fome
Title to, in Confideration of my Services, I receiv’d
this Anfwer, that the King would order Mr. de
Frontenac to provide for me as handfomly as he
could, when an Occafion offer’d : So that I was
forc’d to reft fatisfy’d with my Anfiwer, and refolve
to continue a Captain for ever, for I know very
well, that the Governor of Canada cannot prefer me
to a higher Poft.

Having left Ver/ailles, 1 came hither with all Ex-
pedition, and then went to receive the Commands
of the Intendant Rochefort. He acquainted me,
that the Ship called Honoré was fitting up, and that
I might fail as foon as ’twas ready. He recom-
mended to me the Chevalier de Meanpon, Madam
Pontchartrain’s Nephew, who is to go along with
me. 'This Gentleman having the Curiofity to {ce
Canada, is come hither from Paris, with a hand{ome
Retinue. ’Tis in vain to fet forth to him the Tedi-
oufnefs of the Paffage, the Inconveniencies of the
Sea, and the Difagreeablenefs of the Country, for
all thefe Arcuments ferve only to inflame his Curi-
ofity. 'The Count d’ Aunay is to convoy us to the
Latitude of Cape Finefierre, at which Place he is to
take
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ake leave of us, and return to Rockhefort. We only
ftay for a fair Wind to put to Sea. I am,

S IR,

Yowrs, &e.

ET T.E . Ri XXIIL
Dated at Ouebe n.-- - ;
Dated at. Quebec v 70.. T601
Which contains an Account of the Author's
‘Departure from Rocliel fo Quebee, of his
Voyage to the Mouth of the River §t. Lau-
ren u._, of a Rencounter he had with an

{1 L AR BELP G BEIS B
E—A:‘]c‘ 1tu l_\/‘i{:’.jﬁ) i f/u"i ) /.’ }':,':.’_::‘.‘I 3 /f f’}"' &7 "/[
N £ v (2. LV e "'.‘.l'.'ﬁ', > 5 s o
g of /{.«;‘5 Shaps of his fan: ng thr ough the
¥ osdaks - T atrvpe i
Krver Of. Laurence ; g 0] “the News be receiu-

d, that a Party c'fu,v Englifh @nd Iroquefe
had defeated a Body of the French Tro pops.

S IR,
\\’O Days after I wrote to you, we fet fail
from the Harbour of Rock vel, upon our great

"» oyage to Canada. On the sth of A fuguft we per-
ceived a great Ship, which the Count of Aun: ay gave
chafe to, who being a bet g Sailor, came up with
her in three Hours time, w! mmupon the on a fud-
den put up Genoefe Colours. Some Guns were fir'd
upon the Prow, to oblige her to firike ; but the Cap-
tain was {o obﬂu.‘lu, that Mr. @’ _:u,';.n?_y was forc’'d to
give her a Broadfide, which kill’d four or five of
the Seamen, whereupon the reft were oblig’d to put
out their Long-boat, and carry to his Ship

““‘f
1

Paffports and Bills of Lading. ~On the 1ol

i3
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they had taken the Latitude, the Pilots thinking that
they were even with Cape Finifler, Mr. d’ Aunay {ent
out his Long-boat, to acquaint me that he was then
upon his Return home, upon which I wrote him a
Letter of Thanks. Father Bechefer a Jefuit, who had
been many Years Superior of the College of Quebec,
whither he was now going in the fame Capacity, was
forc’d to throw himfelf into this Long-boat, in order
to his Return into France,having found himfelf con-
tinually indifpos’d, from the firft day we put to Sea.
On the 23d of Auguft we had a great Storm of Wind
from the North-Weft,which lafted about twenty four
Hours, being then a hundred Leagues offthe Bank of
Newfoundland, This Bank takes its Name from the If
Land of Newfound-land, a Map of whichis bere annex’d.

When the Storm was over, there fucceeded 2 Wind
from the North-Eaft, whichdrove us in ten or twelve
Hours, to the Mouth of the River of St. Laurence.
On the 6th of September we difcover'd a Ship failing
from the Coaft of Ga/pé, which bore down upon us
with a full Sail.  'We thought at firft that they were
French coming from Quebec, but their way of work-
ing the Ship difcovered to us within an Hour after,
that they were Enemies. After we knew them, we
prepared to fight them, and they being about a
League to the Windward of us, came quickly down
upon us with full Sail, within Musket-fhot. Pre-
fently they put np Englifb Colonrs, and gave usa
Broad-fide ; and we put up our own Colours, and
paid them home in their own Coin. The Fight lafted
two Hours, and -both fides fir'd: continually one
upon another, but the Sea being tempeftuous, we
were obliged to fhear off as Night came on, with-
out fuffering any other Lofs than the wounding of
two Seamen, and the receiving of twenty-ecight or
thirty Shot in our Malts, Sails, and Rigging. "Fwo
Days after we met Mr. D#uta,, Captain of the Ha-
Zardous, who was homeward bound for Framuce,
being
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being a Convoy to ten or twelve Merchant Ships

He gave me fome Refrefhments, and told me fome
News of Canada, which were very acceptable. We
purfu’d our Courfe in fpight of the South-Eaft
Wind, which obliged us to tack about feveral ways,
till we came to Portnenf, near to Zadouffas. 1In this
Place we were firanded by the Fault of the Coaft-
ing-Pilot, who being otftinate for cafting Anchor

near the L '1.'1L', was like to have been the Caufe of

a Shipwreck. At Midnight the Ship was fo dafh’d
;:;:;;:5::-1"; the Sand, that 1 thought fhe was fplit in
pieces, but the 'Fide ebbing by denrece the was left
lying upon the Coaft, without any a; parent Da-
mage. I prefently caus'd a Kedger to be dropt in
the deep Water belag’d with feveral Ropes (a.J d
Grelins Epiffes (fee the Explication Table,) and the
next Morning theTide I"(.[Url-lﬂ,‘, fet the Ship afloat,
and then we haul’d it in with the Capftan. On
the 13th we caft Anchor near th qu HYland, and
the next Day being the 14th, we pafs’d that (J?_m—
nel \n:thout dm“u by the favour of a frefh Gale
from the North- L:u”c
On the 13th we caft Anchor at the Iffe of Hares :
On the 16th we pafs’d the Ifle of Coudres : On the
1yth we w eather’d the Cape of Zourmente, and the
next Day  we anchored “in this' Porr, From the
Mouth-of the River to this Place, we had the fineft
Sunfhine Days that ever were feen: During which
time, I had both Leifure and OFpo"tunity to view
the Coafts on the right Hand and the left, while we
tack’d about and about-as the wind ferv’d. When
1 faw a great many Rivers on the South fide, T ask’d
he Pilors why the Ships us’d to fteer their Courfe
on the North fide, where there is no'Anchorage

110
7

to be found, but at ”ff-rw"J."fz.,J. the feven Ifes, and
Portneuf. They aniwer’'d me, tnmthen*dum\, Bree-
zes of the rough North- Welt W find, which blows
upon this River for thrce quarters of a year, were

the
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the true Caufe why they durft not go far from the
North fide; and that no body could enfure a Ship
that fhould fteer on the South fide, except it were
in the Months of Fune, Fuly, and Augup. Ifit
were not for that, 1 believe it would be more plea-
fant, more eafy, and lefs dangerous to fail on the
South, than on the North fide, becaufe one might
caft Anchor every Night at the Entrance of thofe
Rivers which difcharge themfelves all along that
Coaft, and would not be obliged to be veering a-
bout continually Night and Day, as he is forc'd
to do when he fteers his Courfe on the North fide,
"This, Sir, is all I had to fay at prefent about our
failing in this River, which I fhail have occafion to
mention to you again. After our Ship caft Anchor
before Quebec, I landed with the Chevalier Meanpon
whom I conducted to the Houfe of Mr. Frontenac,who
offer’d to him as well as to me, the Ufe of his Table
and Houfe. Tam inform’d that 300 Englifb, and 200
Iroquefe, approached about two Months ago to the
I{le of Monreal : That the Governor of that Ifle
tranfported 1§ Companies from the other fide of the
River, to watch their Motions: That a Detach-
ment of the Enemy having furprized our Out~
Guards, attack’d the whole Body of them, and our
Camp at the fame time, with fo much Vigour and
Courage, that they kill'd upon the Spot more than
three hundred Soldiers,befides two Captains, fixLieu-
tenants, and five Enfigns ; and that after this fatal
Expedition, Mr. Valrenes, a Captain of the Ma-
rines, et out from Monreal, with a Detachment of
French and Savages, to go to Fort Chambii, (for
ear the Iroguefe thould attack that Poft) who hav-
ing met in their Paffage a Party of Engli/b and Iro-
quefe, attack’d them vigoroufly, and defeated them,

All thefe different Adventures give me ground
to conjecture, that it will be much more difficult
than
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than ’tis imvrin’d to make a good Peace with the
five I‘\"ariom fthe Iroquefe. Mr. Frontenac has giver
the neceflary Orders to all the neighbouring Habx-
tations, that they fhould tranfport a great quantity
of Stakes and Lime in the Winter time to the Neigh-
bourhood of this City. Farewel, Sir, the laft Ships
which are to depart hence for f: mce, will fail
three or four Days. I am,

Y]

S I R, Tours, &c.

E.E L E-R: XXRE
Dated at Nantz, Offob. 25. 1692,

Containing an Account of the taking of fome
E n”u[’n Vel (’/f f)f (”fm, ing a ‘P czrr;v of the
irum' I\,, of an Iroquefe burnt alive at Que-
bec ; c, another Party of thefe Barbarians,
who having furprized /w*w Coureurs de Bois,

were .(g/ 4 ”/.,\m’ themfelves. );"'
ff’f 0 ‘(ff cfz’ n En m[)rzzeprapys 'd by Mr.
honfum; to the Author. ()f the Author's
Departare in a Frigat for France, and his
Slopping at Placentia, which was attack'd by
an Englith Fleet that came to take that Poff
from us. How the Englifh ﬁm’d in their
V/){[’“", and the Author purfid his Voyage.

S IR,
H 1 S Letter comes from Britany, and not from
X Canada, from whence 1 parted {uddenly to re-
turn into France, about two Months after I receiv’d
your Letter, which I ¢ould not then anfwer, for
want of an Opportunity. You tell me, that you are
fatisfy’d with the Defcription I have fent you of the
River
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River St. Laurence, and that you would be very

glad to have as exact an Account of the whole Coun=
try of Canada. 1 can {carce fatisty your Defire at
prefent, becaufe I have not yet had time to fort all
my Memoirs, and therefore you muft not take it
amifs, that 1 pray you to iuipc'ld your Curiofity for
fome time. * In the mean time, here follows the
Relation of fome things that happened in Canada,
which may be ucceptable to you.

Immediately after the Ships parted from Quebec
the laft Year, Mr. Frontenac ordered a Plan to be
drawn of a Wall to encompafs the City, and hav-
ing trwir\ortari thither all the Materials neceffary
for bm]uum {fome Redoubts of Stone, he took care
to fortify it during the Summer. Some Days ago
a Gentleman of New-England call’d Nelfon, was
brought Prifoner to Q"cbﬂ, who was taken in the
River of Kenebeki,upon the Coaft of Ama’m,towethm
with three Ships buongmg to him, and becaufe he
was a very gallant Man, Mr. Frontenac gave him a
Lodging at his own Houfe, and treated him with
all manner of Civility. Aboat the beginning of
this Year, this Governor gave the Command of a
Party confifting of 150 boldm< to Chevalier Bea-
costr, with whom {“fry of the Savages that were our
Friends were joyn'd, in order to march on the
Ice towards Fort Frontenac. About thirty or forty
Leagues from Monreal, they met a Company of fix-
ty fmfmrfe 'ho were difcovered by the Foot-fteps
of fome of their Hunters that had itraggled out of
their CoLtanes, and the next Day they were all fur-
priz’d, and either had their Throats cut, or were
made Prifoners. The Sieunr de la Plante, “who liv'd
in Slavery with thefe Wretches, had the good For=
tune to 1%(* prefent in their L(‘mp ny when they

were defeated, and he had certainly been kill’d with
his Mafters, if he had not cry’d out with all his
Might, Spare fi.’fﬁ I ain a Frenchman : He was one of

the
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the four Officers, who had the Misfortune to be ta=
ken in that fatal Incurfion, which thefe Tygers made
into Monreal, as I rold \Ou in my 17th Letter. The
Chevalier Beaucour return’d again to the Colony with
his Party, and brought alonc with him twelve Pri-
foners of the Iroqu (/L who were immediately con-=
ducted to ”mua. Aftc.r they arrived, Mr. Fronteyac
did very Judmoum condemn two of the wicked-
eft of the Company, to be burnt alive with a flow
Fire. This Sentence extremely terrified the Gover-
nor’s Lady and the Jefuits; the Lady us'd all
manner of Supplication to procure a Moderation of

the terrible Sentence, but the Judge wasinexorable
and the Jefuits emp IU) d all their Eloguence in v ain
upon this Occafion. The Governor anfwered
them,  That it was abfolutely neceffary to make
* fome terrible Examples of Severity to frighten the
Iroguefe ; That fince thefe Barbarians burnt almoft
all the lrﬂ"f/), who had the Misfortune to fall in-
to their Hands, they muft be treated after the
fame manner, becaufe the Indulgence which had
hitherto been thewn them, feem’d to authorize
them to invade our Plantations, and fo much the
rather to do it, becaufe they run no other Hazard
than that of being taken, and well kept at their
Mafter’s Houfes ; but when they fhould under-
{tand that the Frenck caus’d them to be burnt,they
would have a care for the future how they ad-
A :‘.nwd with fo much Boldnefs to the very Gates
of our Cities ; and in ‘in», That the Sentence of
Death being pi& thefe two Wretches muft pre-
pare to take a ]mtm(‘y into the other World.
T his Obftinacy appear’d furprizing in Mr, Frontena,
who but a little before had favour’d the Efmpc of
three or four Perfons liable to the Sentence of Death,
upot: the importunate Prayer of Madam the Gover-
nefs ; but though fhe redoubled her earneft Suppli-
cations, fhe could not aiter}\tlas firm Refolution as
N to
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ftand them
Lauglﬁ.cxr
I do not know
the Minute y W ]“s\mtsd with this faral
News, they fent back theie good Fathers without
ever hearing tl‘cu ; and then they began to f. 1g the
Song of Dea the Cuftom of the Sa-
vages. f,\ = erfon having thrown a
Knite to n n, he who had the leaft Cou-
rage oi mc two, thruft it into his Breaft, and died
of the Wound 1rr~*rc:ou.tcl\ Some young Hurons of
Lmssz aged between fourtcen and fifteen Years,
came to feize the other, and carry him away to t!:e
Dia where Notice was given to piﬁpa
great Pile of Wood. Heran to Deatl 1 witha gre:
Unconcern 3 than
' if he had been in his Ca e ti f
ecution he fung continua !i} Paid h he wasa War-
¢ riour, brave and undaunted ; that the mo {L cruel
¢ kind of Death could not fhock his Courage, that
€ no Torments could extort from him any Cries,
5 tlmt his Companion was a Coward for having
€ %ilI’d himfelf through the fear of Torment ; and
- Lﬁ]J , that if he was bumr} he had this Cr\mfnr
¢ that he had treated many French and Hurons after
% the fame manner.” All that he faid was verytrue,
and chiefly as to his own Courage and Firmnefs of
Soul; for I can truly fwear to you, that he neither
fhed Tears, nor was ever pueuv‘l to figh; but
on the contrary, during all the Time that he fuf-

fer'd

fn'"x you, that
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it could be in-

lh. never ceasd one
IC:: bf‘ }."H 1 €et WErEe
ed hot fm: mare

cut ofi
Jerves of his Limbs and A

a little Iron Wand, after {u
poflibly be exprefs'd. In

Tortures, the Hair of his
fuch a manner, that there z';;‘.]-‘-.?;:-’u nothing ‘uu: the
,E‘r.uH, upon which thefe young Executioner

going to t'nrow fome burning Sanc
Slave of the Hurons of Lorette, |
dam the Governefs, knock’d
a Club, which put an End to !
to my felf] T vow and {wear
this Tragedy created in me

I had not the Curiofity to ii e End of it, nor to
hear this poor Wret ch fing to i:hc laft Moment of
his Life. I have feen i) many b

‘\.1\«, li

, amongft thofe People w
ring the Courfe of my V m age
of it without Trouble. *Tis a i
cvery one is obliged to be prefent
to i':{if"‘ﬂ‘n among thefe Savage Nati
this cruel kind of Death upon their Prifoncts of
‘s‘x’:\r ; for as I have told you in one of my Letters,
1 the Savages pl.i\fm.c this barbarous Cru Ur_\ No-
hl'w is more grating to a civil Man, than that he
s obliged to be a Witnefs of the Torments which
his kind of Martyrs {uffer ; for if any one fhould
pretend to fhun this brcmt, or exprefs any Compaf~
fion for them, he would be eftecmed by them, a
Man of no Courage,
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After thr“ ’\, avigation was open and free, the
Sieur St. Michel a Canadan, {et out from mrf,»zrm, for
the Beaver Lakes, at the Head of a Party of f the
Courenrs de Bois,with {everal Canows laden with fuch
Goods as are proper for riw ‘1v1cca In their Pai

'

Lhe“ met i3 \[j) [roquefe, W noi'npnz d them and cue
all their Throats, except four, that bad the good
Fortune to f,_’ﬁ'ape and carry the News to Monreal,
As foon as this fatal Accident was known, the Che-

valier Vaudreunil, pm himfelf in a Canow with a De-
tachment, and purfu’d this Party of Jroguefe, being
follow’d by a hundred Cazi;ajmz;a and {ome confe-
derate Savages. I know not by what Chance he had
the good IT{)i'TUUC to overtake them, but fo it was,
he furpriz’d them, and attack’d them with Vigour,
upon which they fought defperately, but at laft they
were defeated. ~ ‘This Vidtory coft us the Lives of
many of our Savages, and of three or four of our
Officers. 'The Iroguefe that were taken, were carried
to the C?Ev of Monreal, near which Place they were
regaled with a Salvo of Baftinadoes.

About the Beginning of the Month of Fuly, M
I.vu.J.’.S?EﬁC h“\‘“g received {fome News from th:,
Commander ofthc I‘mc,, {poke to me of a cer-
tain Proje&, which I had toxmeriy fhoewn him to
be of great Importance : But becaufe he did not
{ufficiently confider alt the Advantages that might
be reaped from it, and on the contrary, appre-
hended a great many Difficulties would attend the
pu*t ng it in Execution, he had altogether negleéted

Aﬁ‘? r, of which I fhall give you the following
Ac“ unt.

Tobfervd to you in my 17th Letter, the great Im-
portance and Advantage of the Forts of Evontenac
and Niagara, and that in the Conjun&ure of Cir-
cumftances wherein Mr. Denonville then found them,
it was impoffible to preferve them. You have alfo>
remark’d
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remark’d the Advantages which the Savages have
over the Enropeans, by their way of fizhting in the
Forefts of this vaft Continent. Since we cannot
deftroy the Iroguefe with our own fingle Forces, we
are neceflarily oblig’d to have recourie to the Sava-
ges that are our Allies: And ’tis certain, as they
themfelves forefee, that if thefe Barbarians could
compafs the Deftruction of our Colonies, they would
be fubdued by them fooner or later, as it has hap-
pened to many other Nations, fo they know it to
be their Intereft to join with us to deftroy thefe Baxu-
diti’s. Now fince they are well affeéted to this De-
fign, we muft endeavour to facilitate to them the
means of putring it in Execution ; for you may ea-
fily believe that thefe People, as favage as they are,
are not {o void of Senfe, as to travel two or three
hundred Leagues from their own Country, to fight
againft their Enemies, without being fure of a

Place of Retreat, where they may repofe them-

felves, and find Provifions. There is no Queftion
therefore but we fhould build Forts upon the Lands
of the froguefe, and maintain them in fpite of their
Teeth. This, Sir, is what I propos’d above a Year
ago to Mr. Frontenac, and it is what he would have
me {till to undertake. I project therefore to build and
maintain three Forts upon the Courfe of the Lakes,
with fome Veflels that fhall go with Oars, which
I will build according to my Fancy ; but they be-
ing light, and of great Carriage, may be manag’d
either with Oars or a Sail, and will al{o be able to
bear the Shocks of the Waves. I demand fifty Sea-
men of the French Bifcay, for they are known to be
the moft dextrous and able Mariness that are in the
World. I muft alfo bave two hundred Soldiers,
chofen out of the Troops of Canada. 1 will build
three little Caftles in {feveral Places, one at the Mouth
of the Lake Errie, which you fee in my Map of
Canada, under the Name of Fort Suppof?, befides two
N 3 others,
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in the fame Pl
1in'd it in the Years
wrote to you in
: and the third at the Mouth
1€ | ) to, upon the fame Lake. Ninety

Ten wi i} be {rzﬂf ':mr to garifon thefe three Re-
ma'.wts‘ and perhaps a fmaller Number ; for the Fro-
guefe, who never faw a Cannon butin a Pié‘ture, and
to whom an Ounce of Powder is more precious than
a Lewis-d’or, can never be p"s (naded to attack any
kind of Fortification. 1 defire of the King for put-

g roject in Ii};ft‘x ion, 1 5000 Crownsa Year,
for the Maintenance, Entertainment, Subfiftence,
and Pay of thefe "50 "Men. It will be very eafy
for me to tranfport with the abovemention’d Vei-
{els 400 Savages, into the Country of the Jroguefe,
whenever I have a Mind. I can carry Provifions for
2000, and tranfport as many Sacks of Iudian Corn
as are neceflary for maintaining thefe Forts both in
Winter and Summer, *T'is ealy to have plenty of
Hunting and Shooting in all the Ifles, and to con-
trive Ways for croffing the Lakes ; and it will be fo
much the rfue the Ir
Canows, and fink t t my Veflels are light,
and my M*n fight under a Cover. In fine, if you
faw the Memorial w! n(‘h I am to pre{cnt to Mr.
Pontchartrain, you would find that this Enterprize
is the fineft and moft ufeful that can be invented,
to diftrefs the fqu,ejv in time of War, and ConFne
them wit ‘111 Bounds in time of Peace. Mr, Froute-
nac has join’d to it a private Letter to Mr. Pontchar-
train, wherein he obferves to him, that if this Pro-
ject were well put in Execution, thefe terrible Ene-
mies would be obliged in two Years time, to aban-
don their Country. After this he adds, that he judges
me fufficiently qualified to go upon fuch an En-
terprize, and believes T wil Il make my Point good.
Perhaps he might have light on others that know
the Country and Cuftoms of the Savages better télar!
I do:

tinz this Pro
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more ea efe in their
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¥ do: Butbyan Accident es not tend much
w«vq e lvi rehac’d the Eftee 4
> my rant: age, [ have purchas’d the Efteem and

iendfhi P of thefe Savages, which in my Opinion
was the only Reafon that mov’d Mr. de Frontenac

o fingle out me for this Service.

4

711y the 29th, the Gover

nor having given me his

t for the Co St, JAune Erigat Being
™ :

1 and fitted « o his Orders, 1 em-
rk’d in the Por ‘ and after five Davs

 we meét in tl e River of bt. La o1
inlt Monts Notre D;zmc’ twelve Merchant-men,

5 ou nd from Frawnce for ¢ ffu uudf:r the (,r:nf:oy
of Mr, d’ Iberville, C ”D: un of tl:c Poli. Auguft the
8th, we got clear of the Bay of St. Laurence, 55 -
help of a wefterly Gale, ai‘d rh it in {uch fair and
clear Weather, that we defc 1) thc 1flands of Cape
Breton and Newfoundla 15 \m.x 1&tly as 1F we had
' ! of ’em. The nine or

[
J

y
: : ,
the 'Horizon clearing up, we {tood
Newfound-Land, defcrying Cape St. Mary;
and by making all the Sail “we could, arrivd that

hat l’( re 1 u,uﬂd fifry 153’"*”*17‘18'1 mc‘;ﬂ‘ of
which were of French Bifcay, and thought to have
fet out for France along with them in a f:: w Days:
But they were longer in get Liug ready than I thought
for, and n.*,f‘n WE WEre _]u‘fi' ready to break ground,
we were inform’d by fome Fifhermen, that five large
I .»lm’!ﬂ? Ships were come to an Anchor near Cape St
Mary. ‘This Inte mguue prov’d very true, fn on
the 1 5¢b of & epzc;;;mr Lhey caft Anchor fight of
Placentia. 'The 16th they weigh’d, oﬂd came to an
Anchor in the Read, out of thf’ reach of our Gm“
Upon this the (mvunor was not a little perplex’d,
;fn' he had but fifty Seoldiers in his Fort, and a very
N 4 {mall
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{mall Moicty of Ammunition. Befides, the Fort
was commanded by a Mountain, from whence he
mwht be gall’d with Stones i'unt’f out of S’mﬂs, and
*twas to be fear’ d, the Englifh would poﬂlis ta‘Lm-
felves of that h:g] Ground. I march’d with fixty of
the Seamen belonging to the Fithermen, to prevent
their Landing, in cafe they attempted to make a
Defcent at a certain Place mll d Ja Fontaine; and I
compafs’d my End without firing a Gun. In effet,
fix or {feven hundred Engl:fb put into the Land in
twenty Sloops, with a Defign to have landed at that
Place ; upon which my vigorous Cantabrians being
full I of Fire and Forwardnefs, appear’d too foon upon
the Shoar, in {pite of my Teeth, and by that means
oblig’d the Englifi to take another Courfe, and row
with all their Might to the back of a little Cape,
where they threw in a Barrel of Pitch and Tar that
burnt two Arpents of Thickets. The 18/ about
Noon, perceiving that a little Sloop put off from the
Admiral with a white Flag on its Prow, and made
towards the Fort, 1 run in thither immediately
The Governor had took care to fend out one of his
own Sloops with the fame Flag, to meet the other,
and was prl z’d when fhe return’d with two Engli f’J
Officers on board. 'Thefe Officers gave the Gover-
nor to underftand, that the Admiral defird he would
{fend an Officer on board of him, which was done ac-
cordingly ; for Mr. de Coffe-belle and I, went on
board of the Admiral, who receiv’d us with all Re-
ipect and Civility, and regal’d us with Sweet-meats,
and feveral forts of Wines, with which we drank
the Healths of the Admirals of France, and England.
He fhew’d us his whole Ship, to the very Carriages
of the Guns, and then gave the Sieur de (“rﬁc -belle to
know, that’ twould be a great Trouble to him to be
oblig’d to take Placentia by the Force of Arms, in re-
gard 'that he forefaw, fuch an Enterprize would prove
fatal to the Governor, to the Garifon, and all the

Inhabi=
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bitants, upon the Account that he would find a
great deal of Difficulty in preventing the Pillaging
and other Diforders; that in order to avoid this Mii-
fortune, ‘twould be a prudential Part in the Gover-
nor, to come to a Compofition, Our Officer be-
ing fully acquainted with the Governor's Mind
made anfwer in his Name, that he was refolv’d up-
on a vigorous Defence, and would rather {pring the
Place in the Air, than {urrender it to the Enemies of
the King his Mafter. After a mutual Exchange of
Compliments, we tock leave of him, and being rea-
dy to get into our Sloop, he told us with Embraces,
that he was infinicely forry he could not falute us
with his Guns, in the Room of which he order’d five
or fix Huzza’s, with Loung live the King. When
we went into the Boat, we return’d him the fame
number of Shouts, to which he return’d a Seventh,
that finifh’d the Ceremony. Upon our Return to
the Fort, Mr. de Coffe-beile gave the Governor an
Account of the Force of the Admiral’s Ship. The
St. Albans (fo the Ship was call'd) carried fixty fix
Guns mounted, and fix hundred Men Compliment,
but the other Ships appear’d to be of lefs Force.
‘The next Day, which was the 1974, they advanc’d
within Cannon-fhot of the Fort, where they lay by,
while a Sloop row’d up to the Batteries. The Go-
vernor fent out another Sloop to know what the
Matter was, and was anfwer’d, that if he had a
mind for a Parley in the time of the Ingagement,
he fhould put up a red Flag for a Signal. 1 was then
pofted at /z Fontaine, to oppofe a Defcent ; for that
was the only Flace that could be ferviceable to the
Englifb, in order to mafter Plscentia. The Eng-
lifh ought to have confider’d, that their Cannon
would do no Service againft an impenetrable Ram-
part, and that they would lofe their Labour in
fhooting againft Flintsand Earth.  Butit feems, they
were oblig’d by exprefs Orders from the Prince of

Orange,
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Uf'm‘ge, to ID it anc d at the {fame time to (xpoh, them-
felves to the Danger of being funk, which had certain-

ly Lﬂn tuutedj if we had L.d Powder and Ball

ugh,for the Cannonading iafted almoft fiveHours.
j,‘i e 20th a French Pilot who was Prifoner on
board of the 'r‘;drniml, made his Efcape by throwing
himf{elf into the Sea in the Night-time. He lan ed
at the Place where I lay in Ambufe fcade; and after
he had given me an Account of what p: 1fs’d in the
Fleet, I fent him to the Governor’s Houfe. He in-
form’d me, that they had defign’d a Defcent with
feven or eight hundred Men, but alter’d their R efo-
lution, upon the Apprehenfion, that there were
+ourtPCH or fﬁrm hundred Swrpcn ready to oppofe
them ; that they were 01 “the Opinion, that my fix ty
Bifcayans who di t\ over’d themielves ipon the Shoar
at la Fontaine, in fpite of all I could do, had no
other ‘v’ww but to draw ’em into an Ambu rimuﬁ by
tempting ‘em to come up. The 21/ they fer fail
with a North-Eaft Gale, after h:nmfT burnt all the
Houfes at Pointe Ven‘c’ where the Governor had
fent a Detachment by way' of Precaution that very
fame Day ; but the ways were {o impracticable, that
the Detachment could not get there in time to op-
pofe the Enemy. This one may juftly fay, that
if it bad not been for the (,npwm of the f?f a4y
Shi ps dnt were then at Placentia, that Place had un-
doubtedly fallen into the Hands of the Englifb : And
this I can convince you of, when you and I meet.
In this bloody Expedition, the Eng/ifb loft fix Men ;
and on our fide the Sieur Boat, Licutenant of a
ites Veflel, had his Arm fhot off  In fin e, the
glifb did al I that Men could do, 1o that nothing
can be faid againft their Conduét.

Oétober the 61h, 1 took Shipping ’""to? my
Voyage to France, being accompa iith feveral
other Veffels. The Wefterly Winds were jo favour-
able to us in our Pafiage, that we came to an An-
chor

»
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chor on the 23d at St. ] 7775;-33 which lies but eight

or nine Leagues from this Place. 1 am to fet out
immediately for Verfailles ; in th: mean time, 1 am,

L ECST T ESRE KRV,
Dated at Nantes, May 10. 1693.

Containing an Account fff Mr. Frontenac’s Pio-
[ -~ 7
7, &, w bich was rejeited at Coui t, and the Rea-
57 1 g B s e B
/ 17 l-'/) "f was reje; fed. “j be AH;\Q’ qrves-the
207 T 1€ 11.-:““!..-::. e |/

iu:m!- Land, &v¢.
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s aUTlE] 4ii )} e
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Am now once more at Nuantes, from whence I

A wrote to you in Offober laft. T am now return’d
‘f'ra:m Court, where 1 prefented to Mr. Pontchar-
rain Mr. Frontenac’s Letters, and the Memorial I
mention’d in my laft. I was LHL\.:r'd, that it u"m- Id
not be proper to execute the Project I propos’d, be-
caufe the j‘f.n\}" Seamen which were I'I(.Lf,ﬂ:;t)’ for
my Purpofe, could not now be allow’d me ; and be-
fides the Ll:a"- had given Orders to Mr. Frontenac,
to make Peace with the ;".--wj,-: /e upon any Terms
whatfoever. 'This Inconveniency alfo was found
to artend the Project, :h it after the Forts which I
intended to build upon the Lakes were intirely
finithed, the Savages that are our Friends and Con-
federates, would rather feek after Glory, by making
War
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War upon the Iroguefe, than take Pleafurein Hunt-
ing the Beavers, which would be a confiderable Da-
mage to the Colonies of Canada, that fubfift only, as
one may fay, by the Trade of Skins, as I fhall fhew
you more particularly in a proper Place. The Eng-
Zifb will by no means take it ill, that we do not
build thefe Forts, for befides that they are too
much concern’d for the Prefervation of the Iroguefe,
they will always be ready to furnith with Merchan-
dize the Savage Nations, thatare our Allies, as they
have done hitherto. I muft own my felf mightily
oblig’d to the Englifb, who attack’d us at Placentia
the laft Year ; they declar’d publickly, though with-
out any juft Ground, after they arriv'd in England,
that they would infallibly have taken that Place, if
1 had not oppos’d their Deftent. I have already
inform’d you, that I did not at all hinder them from
landing at the Place where 1 was pofted with fixty
Bifcayan Seamen: So that they attribute to me a
glorious Action, in which I had no Share, and by
that means have done me fo much Honour, that his
Majefty hath beftow’d upon me the Licutenancy of
the Ifle of Newfound-Land and Acadia, which I ne-
ver deferv’d upon that Score. Thus you fee, Sir,
that many times fuch Perfons are preferr’d, who
have no other Patrons in the World, but pure
Chance. However, I fhould have been better pleas’d,
if I could have put the abovemention’d Projeét in
Execution ; for a folitary Life is moft grateful to me,
and the Manners of the Savages are perfectly agree-
able to my Palate. The Corruption of our Age is
fo great, that it feems the Europeans have made a
Taw, to tear one another in pieces by cruel Ufage
and Reproaches, and therefore you muft not think
it ftrange, if I have a Kindnefs for the poor .{meri-
cans, who have done me {o many Favours. Iam
to fet out the next Day after 'To-morrow, from this
Place,
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Place, in order to embark at St. Nazere. The Mef~
fieurs d’ Angui, two Nantes Merchants, have taken
upon them to maintain the Garifon of Placentia,
upon condition of certain Grants made by the Court,
who furnithes them with a Ship, wherein I am to
have my Paffage. Pray fend me your News by
fome Ships of S. Fobn de Luz, which are to fail
from this Place within two Months, in order to
truck with the Inhabitants of Placentia.

I cannot conclude this Letter, without giving you
fome Account of a Difpute 1 had very lately at my
Inn, with a Portugueze Phyfician, who had made
many Voyages to Angola, Brazil, and Goa. He
maintain’d, that the People of the Continent of
America, Afia, and Africa, were defcended from
three different Fathers, which he thus attempted to
prove. ‘The Americans differ from the Afiatics, for
they have neither Hair nor Beard ; the Features of
their Face, their Colour and their Cuftoms are dif-
ferent ; befides that, they know neither meum nor
tyum, but have all things in common, without mak-
ing any Property of Goods, which is quite contrary
to the Afietic way of living. He added, that Awme-
rica was {o far diftant from the other Parts of the
World, that no body can imagine, how a Voyage
fhould be made into this New Continent, before the
Ufe of the Compafs was found out; That the Afri-
cans being black and flat Nos'd, had fuch monftrous
thick Lips, fuch a flat Face, fuch {oft woolly Hair
on their Head, and were in their Conftitution,
Manners, and Temper, {0 different from the Ame-
ricans, that he thought it impoffible, that thefe two
forts of People fhould derive their Original from
Adam, whom this Phyfician would have to refemble
a Turk or a Perfian in his Air and Figure. I an-
fwer’d him prefently, that fuppofing the Scripture
did not give convincing Evidence, that all Men in
general are defcended from one firft Father, yet his

Reafoning
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Reafoning would not be fufficient to prove the coris
trary, fince the Difference that is found between the
People of America and Africa, proceeds from no
other Caufe but the different Qualities of the Air and
Climate in thefe two Continents: That this appears
plainly to be true, becaufe a Negro Man and Wo-
man, or a Savage Man and Woman, being tran{-
planted into Europe, will produce fuch Children
there, who in four or five Generations, will infalli=
bly be as white, as the moft ancient Europeans.
The Phyfician deny’d this Matter of Fa&, and main-
tain’d, that the Children defcended from this Negro
Man or Woman, would be born there as black as
they are in Guiney ; but that afterwards the Rays of
the Sun being more oblique and lefs fcorching than
in Africa, thefe Infants would not have that black
fhining Luftre, which is fo eafily diftinguifhed up-
on the Skin of fuch Negroes as are brought up in
their own Country. To confirm his Hypothefis, he
affur’d me, that he had feen many Negroes ac Lif-
bon, as black as in Africa, tho’ their Great Grand-
father’s Grandfather had been tranfplanted into Por-
tugal many Years ago. He added alfo, that thofe
who were defcended from the Porfugueze, that
dwelt at Angola, Cape Vert, &c. about a hundred
Years ago, are fo little tawn’d, that ’tis impoflible
to diftinguifh them from the Natives of Portugal:
He further confirm’d his way of R eafoning, from an
unconteftable Matter of Fact ; for, fays he, if the
Rays of the Sun were the Caufe of the Blacknefs of
the Negroes, from hence it would follow, that the
Brazilians being fituate in the fame Degree from the
Equator with the 4fricans, fhould be as black as
they are; but fo they are not, for ’tis certain their
Skin appears to be as clear as that of the Portnguefe.
But this was not ali, he maintain’d farther, that thofe
who are defcended from the firft Savages of Brazil,
that were tranfported into Portugal, above an Age
ago,
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ago, have as little Hair and Beard as their Ancefs
tors, and on the contrary, thofe who are defcended
from the firft Portugueze, who Peopled the Colo-
nies of Brazil, are as Hairy, and have as great
Beards, as if they had been born in Portugal. But
after all, continued he, though all that I have faid
folutely true, yet there are fome People, who
rafhly maintain, that the Children of the 4fricans
and Awmericans, will by degrees degenerate in Eye
rope. T his may happen to thofe whofe Mothers re-
eive the Embraces of Europeans, which is the R ea-
on why we fee {fo many Muliattos in the Ifles of
America, in Spain, and in Portugal: Whereas if
thefe Women had been as clofely kept up in Eunrope,
as the Portugueze Women are in Afiica and Ameri-
¢a, the Children of the Brafilians would no more
degencrate than thofe of the Portugueze. Such, Sir,
was the Reafoning of this Doétor, who hits the Mat-
ter pretty juftly towards the End of his Difcourfe;
but his Principle is moft falfe, and moft abfurd,
for no Man can doubt, unlefs he be void of Faith,
good Senfe and Judgment, but that 4dam was the
only Father of all Mankind. *Tis certain, that the
Savages of Canada, and all the other People of 4e-
ricz, have not naturally either Hair or Beard ; that
the Features of their Face, and their Colour ap-
proaching to an Olive, fhew a vaft Difference be-
tween them and the Luropeaus. What is the Caufe
of thefe things I know not, and yet I cannot believe
them to be the Effect of their Air and Food. For
at that rate, thofe who are defcended fiom the
Erench, that firft {fettled in Canada near a hundred
Years ago, and for the moft Part run up and down
in the Woods, and live like the Savages, fthould have
neither Beard nor Hair, but degenerate alfo by de-
grees into Savages, which yet never happens. ~ A£
ter this Phyfician had alledg’d all thefe Reafons, he
digrefs’d from this Subject, and having a mind to

difcover
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difcover his extravagant Opinions, ask’d me what 1
thought of the Salvation of {o many Americans, to
whor in all Prob; ability theGofpel was never preach_
ed. You may very well believe, that I made no
fcruple to condemn them by wholefale to Eternal
Fire, which he took very ill. °© How can you, faid
¢ he,condemn thefe poor People with fo much Affur-
ance’ ’Tis probable that their firft Father, having
never finn’d as our 4dam did, had a good Soul,
and an upr@hf Heart, fince his Pofterity do ex-
aétly obierve the Law of natural Equity, whichis
e<pre{s d in Latin in thefe well known Words,
Alteri ne feceris quod tibi fieri non wvis ; and allow
no Property of Goods,nor any Diftinction or Subor-
dination among them, but live as Brethren, with-
out Difputes, without Suits, without Laws, and
without Malice. But fuppofing, added he, that
they were originally deicended from _/fdmﬁ, we
ought not to believe, that they are damn’d for
their Ignorance of the Chriftian Doctrine, for who
can tell but God may impute to them the Merits
of Chrift’s Blood, by ways fecret and incomprehen-
fible to us? and befides, (fuppofing that Man has
a free Will) his Divine Majefty without doubt

will have a greater Regard to his moral Actions,
than to his Worthip and Belief. The want of
Knowledge, continued he, is an Unhappinefs, but
not a Crime, and who can tell but God has a mind
to be honourd by infinite ways of paying him
Homage and Refpet, as by Sacrifices, Dances,
¢ Songs and the other Ceremonics of the Armericans ¢
He had fearce made an end of his Difcourfc, when
1 fell foul upon him with all my Might, as to the
preceding Points; but after I had given him to un-
derftand, that if among the muiti vocati, i. 6. thofe
who profefs the true Religion, who are but a hand-
ful of Men, thereare found but pauci elefti, all the
Americans muft be in a very deplorable Coud:t.cir;.

e

(]

nhﬂnnhanenhanannhnnnnn



i

to North-Americd. 193
e anfwer’d me impudently, that T was very rafh
to determine who fhould be in the Number of the
Reprobate at the laft Judgment, and to condemn
them without giving any Quarter; for, fays he, this
is to infult the Wiidom of God, and to make him
deal as capricioufly by his Creatures, as St. Paul’s
Porter did by his two Veffels. Neverthelefs, when
he faw that I treated him like an impious, unbe-
lieving Wretch, he, to be even with e, reply’d in
thefe foolith Words, Fidem ego bic quae adhibetur
Myfteriis [acris interpello, fed fidem illam qua bond
anentis [oror efty queeq; reltam iationem amat. Fromi
hence you may judge, Sir, whether this fine Phyfis
cian was able to remove Mountains, I am,

85I Ry
Yours, &¢.

LB LOF BB PRV,
Dated at Viana in Portugal fan. 31. 1694

The Author’s Departare from France fo Placentid;
A Fleet quo Englith Sfjijﬁ; came o feize wpont
that Place; but is difappointed, and fheers off.
The Reafon why the Englith have bad Succe/s in
all their Enterprizes beyond Sea. The Author’ s
Adventure with the Governor af Placentia.
His Departure for Portugal. An Engagement
with a Fluthing Privateer.

SITR,
Do not at all doubt but you will be fenfibly affets
ed with my fad and fatal Mifadventure, which
I am now to give you 4 Account of. And firfk
Q yott
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you muft know, that after we had waited for a fair
Vind fifteen or twenty Days at St. Nazere, we fet
fail on the 12¢0 of May laft. Our Paflage was nei-
ther long nor fhort, for we arriv’d at the Harbour
of Placentia the zoth of Fuue, baving taken an
Englifb Ship laden with Tobacco, on the Edges of
the Bank of Newfound-Laud. After 1 landed, I
went to {alute Mr. Brouilion, Governor of Placentia,
and declar’d to him how glad I was to obey the
Orders of fo wife a Commander. He anfwer'd,
that he was much furpriz'd to find, that I had fol-
licited to be employ’d there, without acquainting
him with it the preceding Year; and that he now
plainly perceiv’d, that the Proje& about the Lakes
of Canada, (which I had mention’d to him) was a
mere fham Pretence. ¥ endeavour’d in vain to per=
fuade him to the contrary ; for it was not poflible
for me to undeceive him. Neverthelefs, 1 landed
my Goods, and hir'd a private Houfe, till fuch time
as I could build one for my felf; which I carried
on with 10 much Diligence, that it was finifh’d in
September, by the Affiftance of the Ship-Carpenters,
who were lent me gratis, by all the Bifcay Captains.
"The Sieur Beray of St. Fobn de Luz, arriv'd at Pla-
eentia on the 18th of Fuly, with one of his Ships,
and brought me a Letter, wherein you acquaint
me, that in regard your Nephew defires to vifit
Canada the next Year, you would be very glad to
have a Diionary of the Language of the Savages,

together with the Memoirs which I promis’d you.

On the 1615 of September we perceivid an Englifh
Tleet of twenty-four Sail, which caft Anchor in the
Road much about the time that it was difcover’d,
It was commanded by Sir Francis Wheeler, who had
gone to Martinico with a Defign to {eize that lile,
and in his Return from thence had fail'd to New-
England, to take in {fome Forces and Ammunition
thcre, in order to make himfelf Mafter of Placentia:
but




to North-America, 195

but when he difcover’d a Redoubt of Stone lately
built upon the Top of the Mountain, which I men-
tion’d to you in my laft Letter but one, he thought
it more advifeable to return quietly into Ezrope,

than to make a fruitlefs Attem We had p]antc’a
four Cannoh upon this i;i_g?.;- ,.';Lc-.lr,‘-:br, which fo
gall’d the Ships of his Fleet, that they were forc’d
o w eigh Anchor, and z‘7v>ﬂ'c" than L"L")
intended. The Fault of the E; 2 upon this Occa-

1

fion, was, that they did not enter the Harbour the
{um, Day Jluf they appear’d before the Place. I
have obferv'd it many times, that Attempts do
commonly mifcarry, | aying them for a little
while ; and of this I cc ld give' you at leaft fifteer
or {ixteen Initances within the (,oun:u"s of my own
Knowledge. But now I return to the Quarrel the
Governor had with me.

Fancying that I had f{ollicited my Employments
without taking notice of him; he treated me with all
manner of Reproaches and Outrages, from the time
of my Landing, to that of my ]:’:p.\z‘turc, and was
not fatisfy’d with appropriaiing to himfelf the Pro-
fits and Advantages of the free Company that was
given me, but likewife ftop’d without any Scruple,
the Pay of the Soldiers that were employ’d in "I‘C
Cod-fithing by the Inhabitants, and made the reft
work without Wages, 1 fhall take no notice of his
publick Extortion; for tho’ he has formaily countér-
acted the ten Articles contain’d in the Orders of
Lewis the 10th, yet he had {fo many Friends in all
the Courts, that he could not be found {;uihy -
"T'here’s fome Pleafure in making Prefents in his way,
for by them he has made 58000 Crowns per fis &3
#efas, in the {pace of three or four Years. I fhould
never have done, zf] offer’d to give you a particii-
lar Accourit of all thé Trouble and Vexation hé
gave me; 1 fhall Only fiention three Inftances

which crewn d all the reft. L
f) po @"’
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On the 20th of November, i. e. a Month after our
Fifhermen fet fail, while I was entertaining at Sup-
per fome of the Inhabitants, he came mask’d into
my Houfe, with his Servants, and broke the glafs
Windows, Bottles, and Drinking-Glaffes, and threw
down the Tables, Chairs, Chefts of Drawers, and
every thing that came to Hand. Before I had time
to get into my Chamber, and take my Piftols, this
infolent Mob difappear’d very feafonably; for I
would have loaded my Piftols and purfu’d them, if
my Guefts had not hindred me. Next Morning his
Servants fell upon mine, who expected nothing lefs
than to be threfb’d to death with Clubs. 'This fe-
cond Infult having provok’d my Patience to the laft
Degree, I was meditating fome R evenge upon thefe
Affaffins, when the Recollets came and remonftrated
to me, that I muft diffemble my Refentment, to
prevent any Innovation in the King’s Affairs. Then
I refolv’d to fhut my felf up, and apply my felf to
Study, to divert the vexatious Thoughts, of not be-
ing able to pull off my Mask. The third Trick
which he play’d me, at the end of three Days, was
this; he fent to arreft two Soldiers, whom I had
imploy’d to cut down fome Grafs in the Meadows,
about Half a League from the Garrifon: They were
feiz’d while they were Mowing, bound and carried
away Prifoners, under the pretence of being De-
ferters, becaufe they had lain two Nights out of the
Garrifon,, without his leave ; and, which would have
prov’d yet more fatal to thefe innocent Men, he had
certainly caus’d ’em to be knock’d on the Head, on
purpofe to vex me, if the Recollets, and his own Mifs,
had not earneftly interceded on their behalf.

After this Accident, the R ecollets advifed me to go
and fee him, and to entreat him to put an end to all
his Perfecutions, affuring him at the fame time, that
I was entirely his Servans and Friend. Durus eff bis
ferme.  Whatever Relu@ancy 1 had. to yield to an

Advice
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Advice fo contrary to Nature, which I muft confefs,
ftruggled furioufly within me, yet I offer'd fo much
Violence to myfelf, that I fubmitted to it. I was at
his Houfe, went into his Chamber, and being with
him all alone, I fpoke to him for a quarter of an
Hour in the moft fubmiffive Terms, that any Slave
could ufe. I am atham’d to make this Confeflion
to you, for I bluth to myfelf every time I think of
fo mean a Submiffion. However, inftead of his
liftening to my Reafons, and treating friendly with
me, he fell into a moft furious Paffion, and loaded
me with a Torrent of moft bitter Reproaches. 1In
this Cafe, Sir, Ipreferr’d the Service of the King,
before the Punéilio’s of Honour, for I did nothing
but retir'd to my own Houfe, being well fatisfy’d
that I was not affaffinated by his Domefticks : But
the Diforder which this Affair produc’d, would re-
quire a long Difcourfe. It will be more to the pur-
pofe, to come to Matter of Faét ; 1 do affure you,
that hc would bave laid me up, if the Inhabitants
had appear’d to be in his Intereft. He pretended
ghat he had beeninfulted, and confequently that he
was in the right in revenging himfelf, whatever it
cot him. But the tragical End of a Governor,
whofz Throat was cut in thisCountry about thirty or
forty Years ago, furnifh’d him with abundant mat-
ter of Reflectien. He judg’d it therefore his fafeft
way to diffemble his Anger, being perfuaded, thatif
1 fhould have run him through with my Sword, the
Soldiers and Inhabitants would have favour'd my
Efcape to the Englifh, in the Neighbourhood of Pla-
centia. In the mean time the Recollets, who had a
mind to compofe thefe growing Differences, found
no great Trouble in reconciling us, for they remon-
ftrated to him, of what Confequence it would be
for us to live in a good Correfpondence, and toavoid
the Troubles that would enfue upon our Quarrels,
This Propofal of an Accommodation, was in ap-
: O 3 pearance
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pearance moft agreeable to him, and {fo much the
rather, e he was glad to di ﬁ': mble his R efent-

ments by the external Signs of lrlenc“) p. So we
{aw and embrac’d one ‘mor., r with mutual Pro-
teftations of forgetting all that had pals’d between
us.

After this Reconciliation, I had reafon to believe,
that his Heart would not give the Lye to his Mouth,
chaufb I thought he was not fo .nprudcl‘t as to in=
form the Court of fome Ilmts, wherein he would
appear to have pm‘.hrmu‘. his Honour ; but I was
deceiv’d, for he took the Pains to ;l(zil .r‘ftr.‘rwards to
the verbal Procefs he had given in before our Ace
commodation, imm, ¥ mimm ds which he ought to
have conceal’d. ’Tis needlefs to acquaint you, how
'.‘x-‘ chance his Papers fell into my Hands ; that In-
difcretion might prove a Difadvantage to fome Per-
jons, whom Heaven blefs. I fhall only tell you,
that after the Recollets had {een and read the Alle-
gations contain’d in his Papers, they made no Scru-
plc to advife me to take care of myfelf, and inge-

nuoufly declar’d to me, that they never ,rtcrdc'l to
m-"d ]c any more in that Affair, becaufe they per-
ceiv'd that they had insaccently contributed to do
me a Prejudice, by reftoring Peace between him and
& h;: wholeiome Advice made me perceive the
Danger to which I fhould be expos’d, if I continued
any longer at Placentia, 1111'7muCh that the Fear I
had of bei eing fent to the Bafiile, after the Arrival of
the Ships from Frmce made me rcfolve to abandon
all hopes of making my Fortune here, and to throw
up my Places. Aiter thc 1'1 habitants were acquaint-
ed with this News, all of ’em, except three or four,
came running to mj }Imic to aflure me thc;
were ready to fign my verbal Procefs, in cafe I
would change my uf.imuz'*:,:;: ‘;L‘: inftead of ac-
cepting their Offer, I o underftand, ha-
ory

1 A o - L i hat
ving thank'd them firft for theig C-uC-i- Wiil, that

they
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they would bring Mifchief upon themfelves, and
be look’d upon at Court as feditious Perfons,
and Difturbers of the publick Peace ; fince by
a deteftable Principle of Politicks, an inferior
Perfon is always judg’d to be in the wrong,
whatever Reafon he may have on his fide. Indeed, I
would gladly have avoided this fatal Neceffity of
throwing up my Places, which feem’d infenfibly to
lead me to fome great Fortune ; but at laft the Con-
finement in the Pa’izlc made fuch a deep Impreffion
upon my Mind, after ' had {erioufly reflected upon
the troublefome Circumftances of my Affairs, that
I made no fcruple to embark in a little chﬂ.l
which was the only one, and the laft that was ta
go to France. 'The Propo{al I made to the Captain
of prdm]rmcr him with 1000 Crowns, was {o
well 1u:_w ’d, that he engag’d toland me upon the
Coalft of Pos fnqﬂi for that Sum, upon Condition that
I fhould keep the Secret. The beft of the Matter
was, that my Enemy had ufed the Precaution of
writing to tm Governors of Belle lle, of the Ifle of
Re, and of Rochelle, to {eize me as foon as I fhould
land. He reckon’d, and not without Reafon indeed,
that this Veffel would put into one of thefe three
Ports : But three hundred Piftoles, dexteroufly con-
vey’d to the Hands of fome People, thatare not ‘much
accuftom’d to finger Gold, luve a wonderful Effe¢t ;
for that very Sum W htch indeed I was loth to part
with, fay’d me my Liberty, and perhaps my Lite.
Purfuant to this Refolution, I mb "qxz "d the 145
of the laft Month, n he Rilgue that
one runs by Sailing in the Winter-time r.“fm"H

nuha Sea as lies between Newfouic and France.
*Tis needlefs to inform you, tha Placentia a
oreat deal of Houfhold Furniture, w ic'Iz I could
neither fell nor carry off "wi aore edify-
ing for you tohear the Journal of our Voyage. We
encounter'd three terrible Storms in our Paffage,

0O 4 without
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without any damage 5 and in the laft of thefe, which
lafted three Days, the Wind at North-Weft, we
run a hundred and fifty Leagues without any Sail,
This laft Storm was o violent, that the Seamen im-
brac’d, and bid an cternal Adieu to one another ;
for every Minute they expeéted to be funk without
Relief. As this Storm alarm’d us, fo the contrary
Winds from the Eaft and North-Eaft, that fprung
upon us a hundred Leagues to the Weftward of
Cape Finifterre, occafion’d an equal Dread ; for we
wereoblig'd to traverfe the Sea for three or four and
twenty Days, after which we defcry’d the Cape by
virtue of our frequent Tackings, and by a ftrange
Accident, were attack’d by a Flyfbing Privateer,
which could not board us, becaufe the Sea roll’d fo
high, but contented herfelf with Firing upon us,and
that with fo little effect, that we did not lofe one
Man. Our Mafts and Rigging indeed were fo da-
mag’d, that after we were parted from the Priva-
teer, by the help of the Night and a great Fog, we
could fcarce make ufe our Sails : however we
reficted with all poffible diligence, and the Captain of
the Ship having then a fair Pretence to luff out of the
dire&t Courfe, ftood to the South-Eaft in the Night-
time. This feign’d Courfe did not {ecure us from
the Privateer, which might happen to fteer the fame
Courfe ; o that in the Night-time we put ourfelves
in a Readinefs to renew the Fight in the Day-time.
In effect, he did not purfue us, as we apprehended ;
Butabout Noon we efcap’d yet more narrowly, for
we were purfu’d by a Sallyman in fight of the Coaft
for four Hours, and were within a Hair’s breadth
of being taken, before we got under the Cannon of
the Fort of thisCity. Had we been catch’d, the
Governor of Placentia would have had fome ground
for the joyful Exclamation, Tncidit in Syllam, &e.
Bur thank God we were only frightned, :

: : ; Ag
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As foon as we came to an Anchor, I paid down
my 1000 Crowns to the Captain, who has reafon
to look upon this Action, as one of the beft he
ever did in his Life-time. The Long-boat was
no fooner in the Water, than I went afthoar with
all my Baggage ; and as foon as I came into this
City, I procur’d Ammunition and Provifions for
the Ship with that Expedition, that the Captain
weigh’d Anchor the very pext Day, and {o con-
tinued his Courfe to France.

As for the Memoirs of the Country of Canada,
which you have {o often defir’d, I have addrefs’d ’em
to the Rockel Merchant, who convey’d your Letters
to me all the while I was in Canada. To thefe I
have tack’d a {mall Catalogue of the moft neceflary
Words of the Algonkin Language ; which, as I have
often told you, is the fineft and the moft univerfal
Language in that Continept. If your Nephew con-
tinues his Defign of undertaking a Voyage to that
Country, I would advife him to learn thefe Words
in the time of his Paffage, that fo he may be able
to ftay five or fix Months with the Algonkins, and
pnderftand what they fay. I have likewife fent you
an Explication of the Sea-Terms, made ufe of in
my Letters. 'The making of this little Table, was
a Diverfion to me in my Voyage ; for in perufing
my Letters, I drew out {fome Remarks which I de-
fign to impart to you, if I find that the enfuing
Memoirs give you Satisfaction.

You will readily guefs, that from the Year 1683,
to this very Day, I have renounc’d all manner of
Ties tomy Country. The curious Adventures that
1 have related to you in Writing fince that time,
will undoubtedly afford an agreeable Diverfion to
your Friends ; provided they are not of the Num-
ber of thofe unfufferable Devotees, who would ra-
ther be crucifd, than fee an Ecclefiaftick expos'd.
Pray be fo kind asto write to me to Lisbow, and

iniorm
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inform me of what you hear, in reference to my
Concern. You have fuch good Correfpondents at
Paris, that you cannot mifs of knowing how things
go. I doubt not but my Adverfary feeds himfe'f
with the Hopes, that his ufual Prefents would pro-
cure the apprehending of me in France, where he
thinks I would be the Fool to land : But now to be
fure he’ll fret “his Heart out, for that he cannot gall
me to his Wifhes.- However, ’tis a5 much his In-
tereft to follicic my Death, (purfuant to his unjuft
Charge againit me) as’tis my Glory to procure him
a long Life. Upon this Foot, Sir, the longer he
lives, the more Revenge 1 fhall have ; and confe-
quently 1 {hall have an Opportunity of an eafy So-
Jace for the Lofs of my Places, and the Difgrace
have met with from the King. I am,

S IR,

Tours, &ec.

MEMOIRS
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MEMOIRS

OF

North-America;

Containming a Geograplical Defcription of that
g

ﬂ/f Continent 5 the Cufloms and Commerce of
the I?w'zf.f.‘_(?m.;, &e.

S IR,

N my former Letters, I prefented you with a

View of the Euglifb and French Colonies, the

Commerce of Canada, the Navigation upon the
Rivers and Lakes of that Country, the Courfe of
Sailing from Ew fff to North-America, the feveral
Attcmpts made by the Englifl to maf’tcr the F m;cb
Colonies, the Incurfions of the French h upon New
England, and upon the Iroguefe Country : In a
Word, Sir, I have reveal’d a great many things,
that for Reafons of State or Poli ticks, have been hi-
therto conceal’d ; infomuch, that if you were capa-
ble of making me a Sacri fice to your Refentment,
’tis now in your Power to ruin mc at Court, by pro-
ducing my Letters.

Al that T writ in the foregoing Letters, and the
whole Subftance of the MemoirsI now fend you,
is truth as plain as the Sun-thine. I flacter no Man,
and [ {pare nobody. Ifcorn to be partial; I beftow
due Praife upon thofe who are in no Capacity to

-~
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ferve me, and I cenfure the Conduc of others, that
are capable of doing me an Injury by indiret Me-
thods. I am notinfluenc’d by that Principle of In-
tereft and Party-making, that is the Rule of fome
Folks Words. I facrifice all to the Love of Truth,
and write with no other View, than to give you a juft
Reeprefentation of things as they are. Tis beneath
me to minceor alter the Matter of Fa&, contain’d
either in the Letters I fent you fome ten or twelve
Yearsago, orin thefe Memoirs. In the Courfe of
my Voyagesand Travels, I took care to keep parti-
cular Journals of every thing ; but a minute Rela-
tion of all Particulars, would be irkfome to you, be-
fides, that the Trouble of taking a Copv of the
Journals, before I have an Opportunity of fhewing
you the Original, would require more time than I
can well fpare. In thefe Memoirs you’ll find as
much as will ferve to form a perfe& Idea of the vaft
Continent of North-America. In the Courfe of our
Correfpondence from the Year 1683, to thistime, T
fent you five and twenty Letters, of all which I
have kepra Double very carefully. My only View
in writing of thefe Letters, was to inform you of
the moft effential Things ; for I was unwilling to
perplex and confound your Thoughts, with an Infi-
nity of uncommon things, that have happen’d in
that Country. If you'll confult my Maps, as you
read the abovementiond Letterss, you’ll find a juft
Reprefentation of all the Places 1 have fpoke of.
'Thefe Maps are very particular, and I dare affure
you, they are the correcteft yet extant, My Voyage
upon the Long River, gave me an Opportunity of
making that little Map, which I fent you from Afi/-
[filimakinac in 1699, with my fixteenth Letter. 'Tis
trug, it givesonly a barc Defcription of that River,
and the River of the Miffouris ; But it requir’d more
time than 1 could fpare, to make it more complete,
by a Knowledge of the adjacent Coyntries, which
havg

~
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have hithérto been unknown to all the World, as
well as that great River, and which I would never
have vifited, if I had not been fully inftruéted in
every thing that related to it, and convoy'd by a
good Guard. I have plac’d the Map of Canada at
the Front of thefe Memoirs, and defire that Favour
of you, that you would not fhew it to any body un-
der my Name. To the latter Part I have {ubjoin’d
an Explication of the Marine, and other difficult
Terms, made ufe of in my Letters, as well as inthefe
Memoirs; which you’ll pleafe to confult, when you
meet with a Word that you do not underftand.

A fbort Defeription of Canada.

You’ll think, Sir, that T advance a Paradox, when
1 acquaint you, that New-France, commonly call'd
Canada, comprehends a greater Extent of Ground,
than the halt of Exrope : But pray mind what Proof
1 have for that Affertion. You know that Europe
extends South and North, from the 35 to the 72
Degree of Latitude, or, if you will, from Cadiz to
the North Cape on the Confines of Lapland ; and
that its Longitude reaches from the g#/ to the 9415
Degree ; that is, from the River Oby, to the Weft
Cape in flandia. But at the fame time, if we take
the greateft Breadth of Europe, from Eaft to Weft,
from the imaginary Canal, (for Inftance) between
the Tanais and the Volga, to Dinglebay in Ireland, it.
makes but 66 Degrees of Longitude, which con-
tain more Leagues than the Degrees allotted to it
towards the Polar Circle, tho' thefe are more nu-
merous, by reafon that the Degrees of Longitude
are unequal : and fince we are wont to meafure Pro-
vinces, Iflands, and Kingdoms, by the {pace of
Ground, I am of the Opinion, that we ought to
m:ke ule of the fame Standard, with refpect to the
four Partsof the Weorld. The Geographers who par-

cel
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cel out the Earthin their Clofets, according to their
Fancy ; thefe Gentlemen, 1 ia\, might have been
aware of this Advance, 1fmey had been more care-
ful. But, to come to Canada.

All the World know s, that Canadz reaches from
the 39t} to the 65t/ Degree r)fL'itltu.‘e,tmt is, from
the South-+fide of the Ldke Errié; to the North-fide
of Hudfon’s Bay ; and from the 28425, to the 336tk
Degree of Longitude, wiz. from the River Miffifipi,
to Cﬂpe Rafe in the Ifland of New-Foundiand. 1af-
firm therefore, that Furope has but 11 Degrees of
Latitude, and 33 of Longitude, more than Canada,
in which I comprehend the Ifland of New-Found-
Jand, Acadia, and all the other Countries that lie to
the Northwa ard of the River St. Laurence, which
is the precended great Boundary that fevers the
French Colonies from the Euglifb. Werel toreckon
in all the Countries that lie to the North-Weft of
Canadza, 1 fhould find it larger than Enrope : But I
confine myfelf to what is difcover’d, known and
own’d; I mean, to the Countries in which the
French trade with the Natives for Beavers, and in
which they have Forts; Magazines, Miflionaries,
and {mall Settlements.

*Tis above a Century and a half fince Canada was
difcover'd, Fobn Verafan was the firlt Dilcoverer,
though he got nothing by it, for the Savages eat him
up. fﬂmﬂ Cartier was thu next that went thther,
but after Sailing with his Ship above {jl’c‘r"‘c, he re-
turn’d to France with aforry O t;nmon of the Coun-
try. At laft better Sailors were imploy’d in the Dif~
covery, and trac’d the River of St. Laurence more
narrowly : And about the Beginning of the laft Cen~
tury, a Colony was fent thither from Rowen, which
fettled there after a great deal of Oppofition from the
Natives, At this Ldy’ the Colony is {o populous,
that ’tis computed to cont ooo Sonls. I have
already given you fome Account of that Country in

my
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mYy Letters, and therefore fhall now only point to the
moft noted Places, and take notice of what may grati-
fy your Curiofity beyond what you have yet heard.

We are ata Lofs to find the Head of the River of
St. Laurence, for tho we have trac’d it feven oreight
bundred Leagues up, yet we could never reach its
Source ; the remotelt Place that the Couresrs de Bois
go to, being the Lake Lenemipigon, which difims
bogues into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake does
into the Lake of - Hurons, the Lake of Hurous into
that of Errié alias Conti, and that of Errid, into the
Lake of Froutenac, which forms this laft great River,
that runs for twenty Leagues with a pretty gentle
Stream, and {weeps thro’ 30 more with a very rapid
Current, tiil it reaches the City of Monreal ; from
whence it continues its Courfe with fome moderation
to the City of Qusbec ; and after that, {preads out,
and inlarges itfelf by degrees to its Mouth, which
lies a hundred Leagues further. If we may credit the
North-Country Savages, this River takes its Rife
from the great Lake of the 4/fiuiponals, which they
give out to be larger than any of the Lakes I men=
tion’d but now, being fituated at the Diftance of fifty
or fixty Leagues from the Lake of Lenemipigon. The
River of St. Laurence is 20 or 22 Leagues broad at
its Mouth, in the middle of which there’s an Ifland
call’d Anricoptiy which is twenty Leagues long. This
Hland belongs to the Sieur Foliet a Canadan, who
has built a lictle fortify’d Magazine upon it, to guard
his Goods and his Family from the Incurfions of the
Eskimaux, of whom more anon. He deals with the
other Savage Nations, namely, the Mantagnois, and
the Papipanachois in Arms and Ammunition, by way
of Exchange for the Skins of Sea-Wolves or Sea-
Calves, and fome other Furs.

Over againft this Ifland, to the Southward of it,
we find the 1le call’d L’Ifle Percte, whichis a great
Rock with a Paflage bor’d through it, in which

the
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the Sloops can only pafs. In time of Peace the
Bifcayans of France, and the Normans, us'd to fith
for Cod at this Place: For here that Fifh are very
plentiful, and at the {fame time larger, and more
proper for drying than thofe of New-Foundiand.
But there are two great Inconveniences that attend
the fithing upon this Ifland ; one is, that the Ships
ride in great Danger, unlefs they have good Anchors
and ftrong Cables ; another Inconvenience is, that
this Place affords neither Gravel nof* Flint-ftones to
ftretch out the Fifh upon before the Sun, and that
the Fifhermen are forc’d to make ufe of a fort of
Hurdles.

There are other Fifhing-places befides this, which
lie fome Leagues higher up upon the fame Side of
the River. Such is that call’d Ga/pé, where the
Ships Crews fometimes tradc in Skins with the Ga/pe-
fians, to the Prejudice of the Proprietors of this
River. 'The other Places for Cod-fith lie toward
Monts notre dame, in the little Bays or Rivers that
empty themfelves into the River of St. Laurence.

On the other fide of the River there lies the wide
extended Country of Labraaor, or of the Eskimaux,
who are fucha wild barbarous People, that no means
whatfoever, have hitherto been able to civilize ’em.
One wou’d think that good old Hosmer had this Peo=
ple in his View, when he fpeaks of the Cyclops ;
for the Charaéter of the one, fuits the other admira-
bly well, as it appears from thefe four Verfes, in the
ninth Book of his Ody(fez, which are {o pretty, that
1 cannot forbear inferting them in this Place.
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That is; this People do not perplex themfelves
with voluminous Laws, and vexatious Suits; they
delight only in the tops of Mountains, and deep
Caves, and cvery nnc confines his Care to the Ma-
nagement of his own Family, without troubling
his Head about his Neighbour. The Danes were
the firft Difcoverers of this Country, which is full
of Ports, Havens and Bays, that the Quebec Barques
refort to in the Summer, in order to truck with the
Savages for the Skins of Sea Calves. The Com-
merce I {pcak of, is carricd on after this Manner.
As foon as the Quebec Barques come to an Anchor,
thefe Devils come on board of them in their little
Canows made of the Skins of Sca-Calves, in the
Form of a Weaver’s Shuttle, with a Hole in the
middle of it, refembling that of a Purfe, in which
they flow themielves with Ropes, fitting {quat upon
their Breech,  Being fet in this fathion, they row
with lictle Slices, fometimes to the Right, and fome-
times to the Lefe  without bending their Body for
fear of Over-ferting. As foon as they are near the
Barque, they hold up their Skins upon the End of
the Oar, and at the fame time make a demand of fo
many Knives, Powder, Ball, Fufees, Axes, Kettles,
€9¢. In fine, every one fhews what he has, and men-
tions what he expects in exchange: And fo when
the Bargain is concluded, they deliver and reccive
their Goods upon the Find of a Stick.  As thefe pi-
tiful Fellows ufe the Precaution of not going on
board of our Boats, fo we take Care not to fuffer
too great a number of Canows to furround us; for
they have carry’d off oftner than once, fome of
our fmall Veflels, at a Time when our Seamen were
bufied in hauling in the Skins, and delivering out
the other Goods. Here, we are oblig’d to be very
vigilant in the Night-time, for they know how to
make great Sloops, that will hold thirty or forty
Men, and run as faft as the Wind : And ’tis for this

P Reafon
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Reafon that the Mulonins, who fith for Cod at Petit
Nord, and the Spaniards who follow the fame Fifhery
at Portochoua, are oblig’d to fit in long Barques to
icour the Coaft and purfue ’em; for almoft every
Year they furprize fome of the Crew on fhoar, and
cut their Throats, and fometimes they carry off
the Veflel. We are affur’d that their number of
Warriours or Men that bear Arms, amounts to
thirty thoufand ; but they are fuch cowardly Fel-
lows that five hundred Cliftino’s from Hudfow's Bay,
ufed to defeat five or fix thoufand of them. They
are pofiefs’d of a very large Country, extending
from over againft the Iflcs of Mingan to Hudfow's
Streight. They crofs over to the Ifland of New-
found-Land cvery day, at the Streight of Belle Ifle,
which is not above {even Leagues over; but they
never come fo far as Placentia, for fear of meeting
with other Savages there.

Hudfon’s Bay adjoins to this Zerra of Lambrador,
and extends from the §24 Degree and thirty Mi-
nutes to the 63 of Latitude. The Original of its
Name wasthis. Captain Henry Hudfon. an Englifb
Man by Birth, obtain’d a Ship from the Dutch, in
order to trace a Paflage to China through an imagi-
nary Streight to the North-ward of North- dmerica.
He had firft form’d a Defign of going by the way
of Nova Zembla; but upon fecing the X\ emoirs of
2 Danifb Pilot, who was a friend of his, he drop’d
that Thought. ThisPilet, namely, Frederick Auf-
¢hild, had fet out from Norway or Yjlandia, fome
Years before, with a Defign to find out a Paffage to
Fapan by Davis’s Streight, which is the Chimerical
Streight I fpoke of. The firft Land he defery’d was
Savage Bay, feated on the North fide of the Zerra
of Labrador; then{weeping along the Coaft, heen-
ter’d a Streight, which about twenty or thirty Years
afterwards, was chriften’d Hudfon’s Streight. After
that, fteering to the Weftward, he came upon fome

Coafts
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Coafts that ran North and South; upon which he
ftood to the North, flattering himfelf with the hopes
of finding an open Paffage to crofs the Sea of Feffo;
but after failing to the Latitude of the Polar Cir-
cle, and running the rifque of perithing upon the Ice,
(I do not know how often,) without meeting with
any Paflage or open Sea, he took up a Refolution of
turning back; but the Seafon was then fo faradvanc’d,
and the Ice fo cover’d up the Surface of the Water,
that he was forc’d to put into Hud/or’s Bay,and win-
ter there in a Harbour, where feveral Savages fur-
nithed his Crew with Provifions and excellent Skins.
As foon as the Sea was open, he return’d to Den-
mark. Now, Captain Hud[on being afterwards ac-
quainted with this Dane, undertook upon his Jour-
nals to attempt a Paflage to Fapan through the
Streight of Dawis; but the Enterprize fail’d, as well
as that of one Button, and fome others. However,
Hudfon put into the Bay that now goes by his name,
where he receiv’d a great Quantity of Skins from
the Savages ; afcer that, he difcover’d New Holland,
which is now call’d New Zork, and fome other
Countrics retaining toNew- England - upon the whole,
‘tis not fair to call this Streight and this Bay, by
the name of  Hudjfon ;5 in regard that the abovemen-
tion’d Dawe, Frederick Afchild, was thefirft dxﬁ:qvcr::r
of them; he being the firft European that defery’d
the Countries of North- America, and chalk’d out the
way to the others. Upon this Hudfon’s Journals, the
Englifb made feveral Attempts to fettle 2 Commerce
with the Americans. The great Quantity of Beaver-
Skinsand other Fursthat he purchas’d of the Savages
while he winter’d in the Bay, put the Notion into
the Heads of fome Englifb Merchants, who there=
upon form’d a Company for the carrying on of this
New Commerce. With this View, they fitted out
fome Ships under the Command of Captain Nelfon,
who loft fome of ’em in the Ice mot far from the

Pa Streight
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Streight, having efcap’d narrowly himfelf. Howe-
ver, he enter’d the Bay, and plac’d himfelf at the
Mouth of a great River, which rifes towards the
Lake of the Afimpoaals, and falls inte the Bay at a
Place where he built 2 Redoubt, and mounted fome
Cannonuponit. Inthe Space of three or four Years
after, the Englifb made fome other little Forts near
that River, which prov'd a cenfiderable Baulk to
the Commerce of the Frewch, who found that the
Savages who us’d to deal with ’em in Furs on the
North fide of the upper Lake, were not then to
be feen.

It came to pafs in Procefs of Time, but how I
cannot tell, that one Ratiflon, and one Grozilecr,
met, in that great Lake, iome Cliffine’s, who pro-
mis’d to conduét ’em to the Bottom of the Bay,
where the Englifh had not yet penetrated. In ef-
fect, the Cliftino’s were as good as their Word ; for
they thew’d ’em the Place they fpoke ef, befides
feveral other Rivers upon which there was a fair
Profpect of making fuch Settlements as would
carry on a great T'rade in Skins with feveral Savage
Nations. "Thefe two Frenchmen return’d to the Up-
per Lake, the fame way that they went, and from
thence made the beft ot their way to Quebec, where
they offer'd to the chief Merchants ot the Place,
to carry Ships to Hudfiei’s Bay ; but their Project
was rejected. In fine, having me with this repulfe,
they went to Framce, in Hopes of a more favour-
able Hearing at Court: But after the prefenting of
Memorial upon Memorial, and {pending a great
deal of Money, they were treated as whimfical
Fellows. Upon that Occafion the King of England’s
Ambaffador did not lofe the Opportunity of per-
fwading them to go to Loundon, where they met with
fuch a favourable Reception, that they got feveral
Ships, which they carry’d to the Bay, not without
difficulty, and built feveral Forts in different placl:]csa

that
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that did great Service in promoting the Commerce.
Then the Court of Frasce repented, though too
late, that they did not giveear to their Memorials ;
and finding no other Remedy, refolv’d to diflodge
the Englifb at any rate. Ineffet, they attack’d em
vigoroufly by Sea and Land, and difpoficfs’d ’em of
all their Forts, excepting Fort Neljow, where they
could not expect fuch an cafic Conqueft. Some
Yecars after, the Englifb refolv’d to ufe their utmoft
Efforts to retake theie Pofts; and their Refolution
was crown’d with Succefs, for they diflodg’d the
French in their turn, and at this Day the French are
making Preparations to repay ’em in their own
Coin.

That Country is fo cold forfeven or eight Months
of the Year, that the Sca freczes ten Foot deep,
the Trees and the very Stones fplic; the Snow isten
or twelve Foot deep upon the Ground, for above
fix Months of the Year, and during that Scafon,
no body can ftir out of Doors, without running the
rifque of having their Nofe, Ears and Fectmortifi-
ed by the Cold. The Paflage from Europe to that
Country is fo difficult and dangerous, by Reafon of
the Ice and the Currents, that one muft be reduc’d to
the laft degree of mifery, or be blind to a foolifh
heighth, that undertakes fucha wretched Voyage.

*Tis now time to pafs from Hudfon’s Bay, to the
Superior or Upper Lake. “Tis caficr to make this
Voeyage upon Paper, than to go actually through
it3 for you muft fail almoft a hundred Leagucs up
the River of Machakandibiy, which is {o rapid and
tull of Cataraéts, that a light Canow work’d by
fix Watermen, fhall not fail ’em under thirty or
thirty five Days. At the Head of this River we meet
with a little Lake of the fame Name, from whence
we are oblig’d to a Land-carriage of feven Lieagues,
to get at the River of Michipikoton, which we run
down in ten or twelve Days; though at the fame

3 time
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time we have feveral Land-carriages upon it : For
going down this River we pafs feveral Cataraéls,
where we are oblig’d cither to carry our Canows
by Land, or to drag’em back again. Thus we
arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckon’d to be
five hundred Leagues in Circumference, including
the windings of the Crecks, and little Gulphs. This
little frefh-water Sea is calm enough from the be-
ginning of May, to the End of September. The South
Side is the fateft for the Canows, by reafon of the
many Bays, and little Rivers, where one may put
in, in cale of a Storm. There is no fettled Savage
Nation upon the Brinks of the Lake, that I know
of. ’Tis true indeed, that in Summer, {everal Nor-
thern Nations come to hunt and fith in thefe Parts,
and bring with ’em the Beaver-Skins they have got
in the Winter, in order to truck with the Coureurs
de Bois, who do net fail to meet ’em there every
Year. The Places where the Interview happens,
arc Bagouafch, Lemipifaki, and Chagouamigon. ’Tis
fome Years fince Mr. Du/but built a Fort of Pales or
Stakes upon this Lake, where he had large Maga-
zines of all Sorts of Goods. That Fort was call’d
Camanifligoyan, and did confiderable Dis-fervice to
the Englifb Scttlements in Hudfon’s Bay; by reafon
that it fav’d feveral Nations the Trouble of tranf-
porting their Skins to that Bay. Upon that Lake
we find Copper Mines, the Metal of which is fo
finc and plentiful; that thereis not a feventh Part
loft from the Qre. It has fome pretty large Iflands,
which are replenifh’d with Elks and wild Affes;
but there’s {carce any that goes to hunt upen ’em,
by reafon of the Danger of croffing over. In fine
this Lake abounds with Sturgeons, Trouts, and
white Fifh. The Climate is almoft unfufferably
cold for fix Months of the Year, and the Snow
join’d to the Froft, commonly freezes the Water
of the Lake for ten or twelve Leagues over.

From
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From the Superiour or Upptr Lake, 1 fteer to that
of Hurons, to which 1 allot four hundred Leagues
in Circumference. Now to make this Lake, you
muft fail down by the Full cali’d Saut St. Mary, which
Idefcrib’d in my fiftcenth Letter. This Lakeis fitu-
ated in a finc Climare, as you'll perceive from the
Map. The Northdide of it is beft for the Naviga-
tion of Canows, by reafon of the frequency of 1fles
which aftord fhelter in bad Weather. "L'he South
Side is plcafanter, and more convenient for the
Hunting ot Deer, which are there very plentiful. The
figure of this Lake comes ncar to an equilateral Tri-
angle. Of all its Iflcs, that called Manitoualin, isthe
mott confiderable, being above twenty Leagues
long, and ten broad. In tormer times, the Qutaoiuas
of the Nations of 7wlon and Sable dwelt in it; but
the Dread they were under, upon the account of the
Iroguefe, oblig’d both them and their Neighbours to
retire to Miffilimakinac. That Part of the Conti-
nent that faces this Ifland, is inhabited by the
Nockds and the Miffitagues, in two different Villa-
ges, which are twenty Leagues diftant, the onc
trom the other. Towards the Eaft end of this I-
fland, we fall in with the River des Francois, which
1 took Notice of in my fixteenth Letter. “Tis as
broad as the Seine is at Paris, and runs not above for-
ty Leagues in length from its Source in the Lake
Nepicerini, to 1ts Mouth. To the North-weft of
this River there lies the Bay of Zoranto, which is
twenty, or five and twenty Leagues long, and fif-
teen broad at its Mouth. ‘This Bay receives aRi-
ver that fprings from a little Lake of the fame name,
and forms feveral Cataradls that arc cqually im-
practicable both upon the Afcent and Defcent. Up-
on the Side of this River you’ll fec a Man’s Head
mark’d in my Map, which fignifies a large Village
of the Hurons, that was deftroy’d by the Troquefe.
You may go from the Source of this River to the
P4 Lake
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Lake Frontenac, by making a Land-carriage to the
River of Zanaouate, that falls into that Lake. Upon
the South Sidc of the Bay of Zofonto, you fee the
Fort call’d Fort Suppofe, which I mention’d in my
234 Letter, and about thirty Leagues to the South-
'ward of that, you find the Country of Thesnontate,
which being formerly inhabited by the Hurons, was
entirely depopulated by the Troquefe.

From thence I pafs dire@ly to my Fort, with-
out amufing you with the diffcrent Landskips I met
with in the Space of thirty Leagues. That Fort I
have fpoke o often of already, that without ftop-
ping there, I fhall run direétly to the Bay of Saki-
#ac, reckoning it needlefs at the fame time, to take
any Notice of the many Shelves and Rocks that lye
hid under the Water for two Leagues off the Coaft.
‘This Bay is fixtcen or feventeen Leagues long, and
fix broad at its Mouth: In the middle of which we
meet with two little Iflands, that are very fervice-
able to the Paflengers ; for if it were not for the
Conveniency of putting in there, they would be ob-
lig’d for the moft Part, rather to march quite round
the Bay, than to runthe Hazard of crofling directly
over in a Canow. The River of Sakinac falls into
the bottom of the Bay. This River runs fixty Leagues
in Length, with a gentle Carrent, having only three
little Cataracs that one may fhoot without Pan-
ger.  "T'is as broad as the Seine is at Seve Bridge.
Once in two Years the Outuonas and the Hurons, are
wont to hunt great Quantities of Beavers upon the
Confines of the River of Sukinac. Between the Ri-
ver 1 now fpeak of, and 7 ifflimakisnac, we mect
with no Place that is worth our Regard. As for A=
Blimakinac itlelf, T have already mmparted to you
all that I can fay of that Poft, which is of fo great
Importance to our Commerce, and at the fame T'ime
fent you a Draught of it. I fhall therefore purfuc
my Ceurfe to the Lake Errie, remembring that I

; deferib’d
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defcrib’d the Ilinefe Lake in my fixteenth Letter.
The Lake Errie is juftly dignified with the illu-
ftrious Name of Conti; for ailuredly ’tis the fineft
Lake upon Earth. You may judge of the Goodnefs
of the Climate, from the Latitudes of the Countries
that furround it. Its Circumference extends to two
hundred and thirty Leagues; but it affords every
where fuch a charming Profped, that its Banks are
deck’d with Oak-Trecs, Elms, Chefnut-Trees,Wal-
nut-Trees, Apple-Trees, Plum-Trees, and Vines
which bear their fine Clufters up to the very Top of
the Trees, upon afort of Ground that lies as fmooth
asone’s Hand. Such Ornaments as thefe, are fuf-
ficient. to give rife to the moft agrecable Ides of a
Landskipin the World. I cannot exprefs what vaft
Quantitics of Decr and Turkeys are to be found in
thefe Woods, and in the vaft Meads that lie upon
the South Side of the Lake. At the Bottom of
the Lake, we find wild Beeves upon the Banks of
two pleafant Rivers that difembogue into it, with-
out Cataracts or rapid Currents It abounds with
Sturgeon and white Fifh ; but Trouts are very fcarce
in it, as well as the other Fith that we take in the
Lakes of Hurons and linefe. ’Tis clear of Shelves,
Rocks, and Banks of Sand ; and has fourteen or
fifteen Fathom Water. The Savages affure us, that
‘tis never difturb’d with high Winds, but in the
Nonths of December, Fanuary, and February, and e-
ven then but feldom, which indeed I am very apt
to believe for we had but very few Storms, when
I winter’d in my Fort in 1688, though the Fort lay
open to the Lake of Hurons. The Banks of this
Lake are commonly frequented by none but Warri-
ours, whether the froguefe, the llinefe, the Qumainis,
€3c. and ’tis very dangerous to ftop there. By this
means it comes to pafs, that the Stags, Roec-Bucks
and Turkeys run in great Bodies up and down the
fhoar, all round the Lake, In former times the Er-
rieronons
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rieronons, and the Andaflogueronons, 1iv’d upon the
Confines of the Lake, but they were extirpated by
the Iroquefe, as well as the other Nations mark’d
in the Map.

Upon the North Side of the Lake we defery a
Point of Land, that thoots fiftcen Leagues into the
Main; and about thirty Leagues beyond that to
the Eaftward, we meet with a imall River that takes
its rife near the Bay of Ganaraske, in the Lake of
Frontenac, and would afford a thort paflage from the
one Lake to the other, if ’twere not incumber’d
with Cataraéts. From thence to the Streight or
Mouth of the Lake, youhave thirty Leagues; the
Streight being a Leagueover, and fourteen Leagues
long. Upon this Streight you {ee Fort Suppofe mark’d
in the Map, which is one of the Ferts that I men-
tion’d in my 23d Letter. From that Imaginary
Fort tothe River of Condé, wehave twenty Leagues.

The River of Condéruns fixty Leagucs in Length
without Cataraéts, if we may credit the Savages,
who aflur’d me, that one may go from its Source
to another River that fallsinto the Sea, without any
other Land-carriage than oncof a League in length,
between the River and the other. I faw only the
Mouth of the firft River, where our Qutaouas tricd
their Limbs, as I told you in my fifteenth Letter.
‘The Iflands that you {ce mark’d inthe Map at the
Bottom of the Lake Errié, are replenifh’d with Roc-
Bucks and with Fruit Trees which Nature has ge-
neroufly provided, in order to entertain the Tur-
keys, Pheafants and Deer with their Fruit. In fine,
if there were a clear and free Paffage for Vef-
fels from Quebec to this Lake, it might be made the
fineft, the richeft, and the moft fertile Kingdom in
the World ; for over and above all the Beauties I
have mention’d, there are excellent Silver Mines a-
bout twenty Leagues up the Country, upon a
certain Hill, from whence the Savages brought

us
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us great lumps, that have }icldcd that precious Me-
tal with little wafte.

From the Lake Erri2, I fteer my Courfe to that
of Erontenac, which I could not forbear to fpeak of
in my feventh and feventecnth Letters. This Lake
(as I intimated above) is 280 Lieagues in Circumfe-
rence, its figure is Oval, and its depthruns between
twenty and tweaty five Fathom. On the South Side
it receives feveral little Rivers, particularly thofe of
the 7fonontouans, of the Ounontagues, and of the Fa~
mine; on the North Side ’tis join’d by the Rivers of
Ganaraske,and of Teonontard. Its fidesare deck’d with
tall Trees, and the Ground is indifferent cven and
level, for it has noitecp Coafts. On the North Side
we meet with feveral lirtle Gulfs, You may go
from this Lake to that of Hurons, by going up the
River Tanaouate, from whence you have a Land-car-
riage of fix or cight Leagues to the River of Zoron-
fo, which falls into it. You may likewife have a
Paflage from the Lake of Froufenac, to that of Errié,
through the Bay of Ganaraske, by making a Land-
carriage from thence to a little River that’s full of
Cataraéts. The Villages of the Onnontagues, Tfonon-
touans,Goyogonans, and Onnoyoutes, arc not far diftant
from the Lake of Fromtenac. Thefe Iroguefe Nations
are very advantageoufly feated. They have a plea-
funt and fertile Country; but they want Roe-Bucks
and Turkeys, as well as Fith, of which their Ri-
vers are altogether deftitute; infomuch that they are
forc’d to fifhin the Lake, and to broil or dry their
Fifh with a Fire, in order to keep ’em and tranf-
port “em to their Villages. Theyare in like Man-
ner forc’d to range out of their own Territories, in
queft of Beaverin the Winter-time, either towards
Ganarask?, or to the Sides of the Lake of Zoron-
to, or clfe towards the great River of the Outaouas;
where “twould be an eafie Matter to cut all their

Throats, by purfuing the Coutfe I laid down in my
Letters.
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Letters. I have already touch’d upon the Forts of
Froutenac and Niagars; as well as upon the River
of St. Lm;s‘c:“ce, which here takes leave of the Lakes,
and pur ues a C()inpd&Cl Courfe to Mowreal and
Quchbec, where its Waters mingling with thofe of
he Sea, become fo brackifh, that they are not
drinkable.

It remains only to give you a Defcription of
Acadia, and the lfland of Newfafmd -Land, which are
two Countries that differ widely from one another.
“The Coaft of Acadia extends from Kenebeki, one of
the Frontiers of New-England, to I'lfle Percée, near
the Mouth of the River of St. Laarence. This Sea-
Coaft runs almoft three hundred Leagues in Length,
mL}thuwon1tt“c>grvn;rn:qabh.Baya namely,

the Bay call’d Francoife, and the Bay des Chaleurs.

It has a great many little Rivers, the Mouths of
which arc deep, and clean cnough for the greateft
Ships. Thefe Rivers would afford a plentiful Salmon-
fithery, if there were any Body toundertakeit; and
moft of ’em as well as the Gulphs that lie before “em,
furnith fuch Cods as we take at the Iffe Percée. Forin
the Summer time, that Sort of Fifth make into the
Coaft in Shoals, efpecially about the Iflands of Cape
Breton, and of St. Fobn. ’Tis true, thefatter has
no Harbours, and the former has none that receive
any Veflel above the Burden of a Barque; but if
thefe two Iflands were peopled, the 1nlabnants
nu%htﬁtoutbk@psn)managcthcklﬂmry,andto-
wards the latter Eind of Auguff, when the Fifh are
cor’d and ready, the Ships might come to an An-
chor ncar the Lmd and fo take ’em in. Two
Gentlemen of the name of Amour of Luebec, have
a Scrtlement for Beaver-hunting upon the River of
bt.jhhn, which is a very pleafant River, and a-
dorn’d with Ficlds that ax; very fertile in Grain.
*Tis navigable for twelve Leagues up, from its
Mouth. Between the point of Adeadia, and the

Ifland
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Ifland of Cape Breton, there is a Channel or Streight
about two Leagues in breadth, which is deep enough
to carry the greateft Ships in France. Lis call’d the
Pafs des Canceaux, and would be much more fre-
quented than it is, if the Merchant-men bound to
Canada, would fet out from France about the 15th
of March; for then they might pafs that Way,
being affur’d of a clear Paflage at all Scafons of the
Year, whereas the Channel of Cape de Raye, is of-
tentimes cover'd with Ice in April: And by this
Contrivance, the Ships would arrive at Quebec in
the Beginning of Aday.

Moft of the Countries of Acadia abound with
Corn, Peafe, Fruit and Pulfc; and have a plain
Diftinction of the four Seafons of the Year, notwith-
ftanding that ’tis extream cold for three Months 1a
Winter. Several Places of Acadia, attord Mafts as
ftrong as thofe we have from Norway ; and if there
were Occafion, all forts of Ships might be built there:
For if vou’ll believe the Carpenters, the Oak of
that Country is better than ours in E«rope. In a
Word, ’tis a very fine Country ; the Climate is in-
different temperate, the Air is pure and wholefome,
the Waters clear and light, and there’s good Accom-
modation for Hunting, Shooting and Fithing. The
Animals that we meet with there moft commonly,
are Beavers, Otters, and Sea-Calves, all of “em be-
ing very numerous. Thofe who love Meat are in-
debted to the Dotors, who perfuaded the Popes to
Metamorphofe thefe terreftial Animals into Fiih
for they arc allow’d to eat of ’em without Scruple
in the Time of Lent. To be plain, the Knowledge
T have of that Country, makes me forcfee that the
Englifb will be Mafters of it fome Timeor other. I
could give very plaufible Reafons for the Prophecy.
They have already begun to ruin the Commerce
that the French had with the Savages, and ina thort
Time, they’ll compafs its intire Deftruétion. The

French
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Freneh they will prize their Goods toohigh, though
they are not fo good as thofe of the Englifb; and yet
the Englifb {cll their Commodities cheaper. *Twere
a Pity that we fhould tamely leave to the Englifb a
Country, the Conqueit of which they have attempt-
ed fo often in Confideration of our Fur-trade and
Cod-fithing. ’Tis impoflible to hinder ’em to pof-
fefs themfelves of the Settlements upon the Coaft of
Acadia, by reafen that they lye 2t fuch a Diftance
from one another ; fo that they’ll certainly fucceed in
fuch Enterprizes, asindeed they have done already.
The French Governors, they act with the fame View,
as many of thofe who are imploy’d in Pofts beyond
Sea. 'They look upon their Place as a Gold Mine
given ’em, in order to enrich themiclves; fo that
the publick Good, muft always march behind pri-
vate Intereft. Mr. de Meneval {uffer’d the Englifb
to poffefs themielves of Port Royal,becaufe that Place
was cover’d with nothing but fingle Paliflado’s
But why was it not better fortify’d ? I can tell you
the Reafon; he thought he had ‘Time enough to fill
his Pockets, before the Englifb would attack it. This
Governor fucceeded to Mr. Perrot, who was broke
with Difgrace, for having made it his chief Bufinefs
to enrich himielf; and after returning to France,
went back again with{everal Ships laden with Goods,
in order to let up for a private Merchant in that
Country. While Mr. Perrot was Governer, he fuf-
fer’d the Englifb to poficfs themfelves of feveral ad-
vantageous Poits, without offering to ftir. His chief
Bufinefs was to go in Barques from River toRiver,
in order to traffick with the Savages: And after he
was difgrac’d, he was not contented with a Com-
merce upon the Coafts of Acadia, but would needs
extend it to the Englifb Plantations ; but it coft him
dear, for fome Pirates fell in with him, and after
feizing his Barques, duck’d himfclf, upon which
he died immediately.

The
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"The three principal Savage Nationsthat live upon
the Coaftsof Acadia, are the Abenakis, the Mikemak,
and the Canibas. "There are fome other erratick Na-
tions,who go and come from Adcadia, toNew-Eugland
and go by the names of Mabiigans, Soccokis, and Ope-
nango. "I'he firfk three (having fix’d Habitations) are
intirely inthe Interefts of the French; and Imuft fay,
that in time of War they gall the Englifb Colonies
with their Incurfions fo much, that we ought to take
Care to perpetuate a good Underftanding between
them and us. 'The Baron of Saint Cafleins, a Gen-
tleman of Oleron in Bearn, having livd among the
Abenakis after the Savage Way, for above twenty
Years, is fo much refpeéed by the Savages, that they
look upon him as their Tutelar God. He was for-
merly an Officer of the Carignan Regiment in Ca-
naday and upon the breaking of that Regiment,
threw himfelf among the Savages, whofe Language
he had learn’d. He married among "em after their
Fathion, and prefer’d the Forrefts of Acadia tothe
Pyrenean Mountains, that encompafs the Place ofhis
Nativity : For the firft Years of his abode with the
Savages he behav'd himfelf fo, as to draw an inex-
preflible cfteem from ’em. They made him their
Great Chief or Leader, who is in a Manner the So-
vercign of the Nation ; and by degrees he haswork’d
himfelf into fuch a Fortune, which any Man but
he would have made fuch Ufe of, as to draw out of
that Country above two or threc hundred thoufand
Crowns which he has now in his Pocket in good
dry Gold. But all the Ufe he makes of it, is, to
buy up Goods for Prefents to his Fellow-Sa-
vages, who upon their Return from hunting, pre-
fent him with Beaver Skins to a treble Value. ‘The
Governors General of Canada keep in with him,
and the Governors of New-England are afraid of

him. He has feveral Daughters, who are, all of
em,
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’em, married very handfomly to Frenchmen, and had
good Dowries. He has never chang’d his Wife;
by which Means he mean’d to give the Savages to
underftand, that God doth not love inconftant Folks.
*T'is faid, that he endeavour’d to convert thefe poor
People, but his endeavours prov’d fuccefslefs ; {o that
’tis in vain for the Jefuits to preach up the Truths
of Chriftianity to ’em; thoughafter all, thefe good
Fathers are not difcourag’d ; nay, they think that
the adminiftring of Baptifm to a dying Child, is
worth ten times the Pains and Uneafinefs of living
among that People.

Port-Royal, the Capital or the only City of Aca-
dia, is in effeét nomore than a little paultry Town,
that is fomewhat enlarg’d fince the War broke outin
1689, by the Acccflion of the Inhabitants thatliv’d
near Bofton,theMetropolitan of New-England. A great
many of thefe People retir'd to Port-Royal, upon
the apprehenfion that the Exglifb would pillage "em,
and carry ’em into their Country. Mr. de Mene-
wal{urrendred this Place to the Englifb, as I {aid be-
fore 5 he could not maintain {uch a Poft with the
handful of Men that he had, becaunfe the Paliffadoes
were low, and out of order., He made a Capitu-
lation with the Commander of the Party that made
the Attack; but the Englifb Officer broke his word
to him, and us’d him both ignominioufly, and
harfhly. Port-Royal is {eated in the Latitude of 44
Degrees, and 40 Minutes, upon the edge of a
very fine Bafin, which is 2 League broad, and
two Leagues long, having at the cotry about fix-
teen or cighteen fathom Water on one fide, and fix
or feven on the other ; for you muft know that the
Ifland call’d Z'Ifle aux Chevres which ftands in the
Middle, divides the Channel into two. There’s
excellent Anchorage all over the Bafin ; and at the
Bottom of it, there’s a Cape or Point of Land that
parts two Rivers, at which the Tide rifes ten or

twelve
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twelve Foct.  Thefe Rivers ate bounded by plea-
fant Mcads, which in Spring and Autumn are co-
ver’d with all Sorts of freth Water-fowl. In fine,
Port-Royal is only a handful of Houfes two Story
high, and has but few Inhabitants of any Note. It
{ubfifts upon the Traffick of the Skins, which the
Savages bring thither to truck for Eurspean Goods.
In former Times, the Farmer’s Company had Ma-
gizines in this Place, which were under the Care of
the Governors. I could eafily mention fome of ’em,
if I were not apprehenfive that thefe Memoirs may
be feen by others befides yourfelf.

't he Ifland of Newfound-Land, is thrce hundred
Leagues in Circumference. It lies at the Diftance
of fix hundred and fifty Leagues from France, and
forty or fifty Leagues trom the Bank of the fame
Name. ‘I'he South Side of the Ifland belongs to the
French, who have feveral Scttlements there for the
fithing of Cod. The Eaft Side is inhabited by the
Euglifb, who are poflefs’d of feveral confiderable
Pofts, fituated in certain Ports, Bays, and Havens,
which they have taken care to fortify.  The Weft
of the Ifland is wafte, and it was never yet poflefs’d.
The Ifland isof a T'riangular Figure, ‘and is full of
Mountains and Impracticable Forefts. It has fome
great Meadows, or rather Heaths, which are cover-
ed with a fort of Mofs inftead of Grafs. The Soil
of this Country is good for nothing, as being a
mixture of Gravel, Sand and Stones; fo that the
Fithery was the only Motive that induc’d the French
and the Englifb ro fettle there. It affords great Store
of Game, for Water-fowl, Patridges and Hares;
but as for the Stags, ’tis almoft impofiible to come
at ’em, by reafon that the Mountains are fo high,
and the Woods fo thick. In this Ifland, as well as
in that of Cape Breton, we find Porphyry of fe-
veral Colours; and Care has been taken to fend to
Fraunce fome Picces of it for a Pattern, which were

Q. found
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found tobe very pretty, only they were hard to cut.
I have feen fome of ’em that were red ftreak’d with
green, and feem’d to be extream fine ; but the mif-
chief is, it fplits fo when ’tis taken out of the
Quarrics, that it cannot be made ufe of, but by
way of incruftation,

'T'his Ifland of Cape Breton affords likewife black
Marble, or a fort of Brefzhe with grey Veins which
is hard, and not cafily polifh’d. This Stone is apt
to fplit, for ’tis not equally hard, and it has knots
init. There arc no fettled Savages in the Ifland
of Newfound Land ’Tis true, the Eskimaus do
fometimes crofs over to it at the Streight of Bele Ifle
in great Sloops, with intent to furprife the Crew of
the Fifhermen upon the Coaft call’d Petit Nord. Our
Settlements are at Placentia, at the Ifland of St Peter,
and in the Bay of Zv¢paffez From Cape Rafe to Cha-
peau Rouge, the Coaftis very clean, but from Chapean
Rouge to Cape Raye, the Racks render it dangerous.
There are two confiderable Inconveniences, that at-
tend thelanding upon thisIfland. In the firft place,
the Fogsare here {o thick in the Summer, for twenty
Leagues off into the Main that the ableft and moit
expert Sailor dare not ftand into the Land while
they laft: So that all Ships are oblig’d to lye by
for a clear day, in order to make the Land.  The
fecond Inconveniency, which is yet greater, pro-
ceeds from the Currents which run to and again,
without any perceivable Variation, by which means
the Ships are fometimes drove in upon the Coaft,
when they reckon upon ten Leagues offing.  But,
which is worft of all, the infenfible Motion of the
rowlingWaves,throws em infenfibly upon the K ocks,
which they cannot poffibly avoid, for want of ground
to anchor upon. "Twas by this Mcans that the
King’s Ship the Pretty was loft in 1602, as well as
a great many others upon {everal occafions.

Of
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Of all our Settlements in North- Amevica, Placen-
tia is the Poft of the greateft Importance and Ser-
vice to the King, in rcgard that ’tis a Flace of re-
fuge tothe Ships that arcoblig’d to put into 2 Har-
bour, when they go or come from Canada, aud even
to thofe which come from South-Awmerica, when
they want to take in freth Water or Provifi-
ons, and have fprung their Mafts, or been dam-
mag’d in a Storm. This plaf:.c is fituated in the La=-
titude of 47 Degrees, and fome Minutes, almoft at
the Bottom of the Bay that goes by the fame Name.
The Bay 1s ten or twelve Leagues broad, and twenty
odd Leagues long. The Fort ftands upon the fide
.of a2 Neck or narrow Streight, whichis fixty Paces
over, and fix Fathoms'water deep.  "The Ships that
enter into the Port, are oblig’d to graze, (fo to
{Peak) upon the Angle of the Baftions. The Pgrt
or Harbour is a League long, and a quarter of a
League over: Before the Port there’s a large, fine
road, which is a Leagune and a half wide: but lies
fobleak to the North-We#t, and Weft-N qyth-W’ci‘t
Winds, the ftrongeft and moft boifterous Winds that
are, that neither Cables nor Anchors, nor large ftout
Ships can withftand their furious fhocks ; tho” indeed
thefe violent Storms feldom happen but in the lat-
tor Fnd of Autumn. The fame Year that the Pret,!y
was loft, the King loft another 05_69 Gups call’d
the Good, in this Road; :mc} if 'c}}c four or five other
Ships that belong to the fame §quadron_, had not
took the prccaurion of fteering into thc’_Pox:t, they
had certainly underwent the fame P_atc. T'his Road
then which is only expos’d to the North-Weft, and
Weft-North-Weft Winds, has fome hidden Rocks
on the North fide, bcﬁdcf‘. thofe at Pointe Verte,
where feveral of the Inhabitants are went to fifh.
All thefe things you may fee plainly upon the Plan

{ent vou along with my 234 Letter.
that I fent y g ¥ fead
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A Lift of the Savage Nations of Canada.
Thofe in Acadia.

The Abenakis.

"The Micmac. Thefeareall of ’em good War-
"The Canibas. riours; they are more active and
"The Mabingans. s\efs cruclthan the Iroquefe. Their
"The Openangos. | Languagediffersalittle from that
"The Soccokis. of the Algonkins,

"The Etechermins. J

The Nations that lye upon the River of §t. Laurence,
from the Sea to Monreal,

"The Papinachois Y :
4 7 ~ aom b A=
e Miiss aniarc. % tht_c {peak the Algonkin Lan
The Gafpefrans guage.
"The Hurons of Loreto, the Iroquefz Tongue,
The Abenakis of Scilleri. Phe Asiakid Tanissar
The Algonkins. : o o
The Agnies of the Fall call’d Saur Sz, Loaisy they
Ipeak the Irequef Language, and are good
Warriours
"The Iroguefe of the Mountain of Monreal; they fpeak
the Iroguefe Language, and are a brave People.

Tk ofe upon the Lake of Hurens,

‘ILH Hurons, the fmgf.ffg/?z Languagc,

I 'he Outaonas.

.r,"‘h g

The Nockes. i j

T v he Algc anguage

Fhe Miffifagues. The Algonkin Language.
"Vhe Artikamek.

"The Outckipoues, alias Sagteyrsy, good Warriours.

Upon
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Upon the Yinefe Lake, and the adjacent Country.

Some Iiunefé at Chegakou.
The Oumamis, good Warriours.
The Maskoutens. Thev fpeak th
The Kikapous, good Watriours. | hz} IP i t .
TheQutagamis,good Warriours. 5 i mfangt;agc
The Malomimis. | ‘md- Ses PT{% e
The Ponteouatamis. adtive fort of Feo-
"The Ojatinons, good Warriours. ple.
The Sakis ;

In the Neighbourbood of the Lake of Frontenac.
The 7] ﬁmo#ztomm.g

4

Thefe fpeak a different Lan=

The Goyoguans. guage from the Algonkin.

"The Onnotagues.
The Onnoyoutes and Agnies, at a {mall Diftance.
Near the River of the Qutaous.

The Tabitibi.

The Monzoni.

The Machakandibi ? They fpenlethe At
The Nopemen &’ Achiriti. kis Languagc, - a}l of
The Nepifirini. Scm are very cowardly,
The Temiskamink.

To the North of Miffifipi, and upon the Confines of the
Upper Lake, and Hudfon’s Bay.

The Nadoueffis.
"The Affimpouals.
The Sonkaskitons
The Quadbatons.
The Atintons. S
"The Cliftinos brave l
]

]

"Thefc fpeak Algonkin,

Warriours and ac-
tive brisk Men.
"The Ekimaux
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A Lift of the Animals of the Seuth Countyics of
Canada.

Wild Beeves.

Little Stags or Harts,

Roebucks of three different Species.
Wolves, fuch as we have in Europe.
Lynx’s, fuch as we have in Europe.
Michibichi, a fort of baftard Tyger.
%22}2?;’ fuch as we have in Europe,
Afh-colour’d Squirrels.

%—KI;;;’\:S,E fuch as we have in Enrope,
Badgers, fuch as we have in Europe,
White Beavers, very fcarce.
Reddifh Beass.

Musk Rats.

Reddith Foxes, asin Euyope.
Crocodiles in the Miffifipi.

Offa, an Animal like a Hare, upon the Mi/fifipi.

A Lift of the Avimals of the North Countries of Canada,

Orignals or FElks,

Caribous or wild Affes.

Black Foxes.

Silver-colour’d Foxes.

A fort of wild Cats, call’d Enfans du Diable, or the
Devils Children.

Carcalous, an Animal not unlike a Badger.

Porcupines.

flontereaux, an A mphibious fort of little Poles
Cats.

Martins.

Pole-Cats, fuch as we have in Europe,

Black Bears,

White
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White Bears.

Siffleurs, an Animal that makes a whizzing Noife.

Flying Squirrels.

‘White Hares.

Beavers.

Otters.

Musk-Rats.

Suiffé Squirrels, or a fort of Squirrels, whofe Hair
refembles a S#iffe’s Doublet.

Great Harts.

Sea-Wolves or Calves,

A Defeription of ﬁ:;h,ﬂf_n'mals or Beafls, as are not
mention’d in the Letters.

HE Michibicki is a fort of Tyger, The Animals

T only ’tis lefs than the common Ty~ ¥ ke Sousk
> < Countries.

ger, and not fo muchfpeckl’d. As foon
as it defcries a Man, it runs away, and climbs up
the firft Tree it meets with. It attacks all brute
Animals whatfoever, and conquers ’em with Eafe;
and, which is very fingular and peculiar to it above
all other Animals, it runs in to the Affiftance of the
Savages, when they purfuc Bears and wild Beaves
upon fuch Occafions it makes as if it twere afraid
of no body, and fallies out with Fury upon the
hunted Animal. The Savages call thefe Animals
fort of Manitous, that'is, Spirits that love Men ;
and ’tis upon that Score they efteem and refpect
‘em to fuch a Degree, that they would choofe ra-
ther to die, than to kill one of ’em.

‘The white Reavers are much valued, upon the ac-
count of their being uncommon, though at the
fame Time, their Hair is neither fo large nor o fine
as that of the common Beavers. As there are but
few of thefe white Beavers, fo thofe which are quite
black are yery {carce,
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'The Redifb Bears are mifchicvous Creatures, for
they fall fiercely. upon the Huntfmen, whereas the
black ones fly from ’em. The former Sort are
lefs, and more nimble than the latter.

The Crocodiles of Miffifipi, are exactly the fame
with thofe of the Nile, and other Places. I have
feen that Crocodile that is at Engolifina in Aquitaine
and find that is has the fame figure with thefe, on-
ly ’tis fomewhat lefs. The moft ufual Method that
the Savages have for taking ’em alive, is to throw
great Wreaths or Cords made of the Barks of Trees
with a running knot upon their Neck, the Middle
of their Body, their Paws, £3¢. After they are thus
fiez’d, they fhut ’em up between ten or twelve
Stakes, and there tie ’em after their Belly is turn’d
upwards While they lye inthis pofture, they flea
’em without touching their Head or their Tail, and
give em a Coat of Fir-bark, to which they fet fire,
having cut the Ropes that kept ’em faft. Upon
fuch Occafions, thefe Animals make a fearful houl-
ing and crying. 'To conclude, the Savages are fre-
quently fwallow’d up by thefe Creatures, whether
in fwimming over a River, or in fleeping upon its
Banks. Arioffe in the 68 Diapafon of his 1574 Song,
gives this Defeription of a Crocodile,

Vive fusb lito ¢ dentro a la Riviera,
Ei Corpi Umani [on le [ue vivande,
De Je Perfone mifere ¢ incaute,

Di viandanti ¢ dinfelice naute.

That is, it lives both in the River, and‘upon its
Banks ; it {quafthes People with its murdering "T'ooth;
it feeds upon the Bodies of poor Travellers, of
unfortunate Paflengers, and Sailors.

The Offa, are little Animals like Hares, and re-
femblc ’em in every thing, excepting the Ears and
Hind-fect, They run, and cannot climb. "Their

Females
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Females have a Bag under their Belly, where their
young ones enter upon a purfuit, in order to fave
themiclves along with the Mother, who immedi-
ately betakes herfelf to flight.

"The Silver-colour’d Foxes are of the The Animals
fame Shape with thofc of Europe, as 7 Beafis of the
well as the black ones. The black Moo @
omes are very fcarce, and whofoever
catches one, is fure to {cll it for its weight in Gold.
This Specics is met with only in the coldeft Coun-
trics,

"The White Bears are a2 monftrous Animal, and ex-
traordinary long ; their Head has a formidable Af-
pect, and their Hair is very large and thick ; they
are fo fierce, that they’ll comc and attack a Sloop
in the Sea, with feven or eight Men in it. ’Tis
faid, that they’ll fwim'fix or feven Leagues without
being tird. They live upon Fifh and Shell upon
the Sea-thore, from whence they feldom ftraggle
far. Incver faw but one of ’em in my Life-time,
which had certainly tore me to Pieces, if I had
not {py’d it at a diftance, and fo had time to run
back for fhelter to Fort Leuis at Placentia.

The Flying Squirrels arc as big asa large Rat, and
of a greyifh white colour. They are as drowfy as
thofe of the other Species are watchful. Theyare
called Flying Squirrels, in regard that they fly from
one Tree to another, by the means of a certain Skin
which ftretches itfelf out in the Form of a Wing,
when they make thefe little Flights.

The White Hares are only fuch in Winter, for as
foon as the Spring comes on, they begin to turn
grayith, and by Degrees recover the fame Colour as
our Hares have in France, which they held till the
End of Autumn.

"The Suiffe Squirrels are little Animals, refembling
little Rats, The Epithet of S#iffé is beftow’d upon
‘fem, in regard that the Hair which covers their Bo-

dy
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dy, is ftreak’d with Black and white, and refem-
bles a Suiffé’s Doublet; and that thefe ftreaks make
a Ring on cach Thigh, which bears a great deal of
Refemblance to a Swiffe’s Cap.

The large Stags are neither larger nor thicker,
than thofe we have in E#rope; but they are call'd
large in Proportion to two other Species of Harts
that frequent the Southern Countries. ‘The leffer
Sort affords the moft deli¢cious Meat,

The Sea-Wolves, which fome call Sea-Calves, are
as big as Maftiffs. They are almoft always in the
Water, or at leaft they never go far from the Sea-
Side. Thefe Animals do not walk fo much as they
crawl, for when they raifc themfielves out of the
Water, they only creep upon the Sand or Clay.
Their Head has the Form of an Otter’s Head,
and their Feet, which have no Legs, refemble thofe
of a Goofe. The Female kind bring forth their
young ones upon the Rocks, or upon fome little
Hlands, juft by the Sea.  The Sez-Wolves live upon
Fifh and refort to cold Countries There’s a pro-
digious Number of ’em about the Mouth of the
River of St. Laurence,

As for the remaining Animals of Canada, 1 gave
you an Account of ’em in my Letters, I will not
offer to thew you what Methods the Savages take
to catch or kill all thefe Animals, for fuch an un-
dertaking would be endlefs, This I can aflure you
of in the general, that they rarely go a Hunting
to no Purpofe, and that they make no Ufe of their
Dogs, but in the Hunting of Elks, and fometimes
in Hunting of Beavers, as you fhall fee under the
Head of the Diverfions of Hunting and Shooting
among the Savages.
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A Liﬁ of the Fowl or Birds that frequent the South
Countries of Canada.

Vultures.

Huards, a River-fowl as big as a Goofe

Swans.

Black Geefe. ?

Black Ducks. ' fuch as we have in Exrope.

Plungeons. S

Coots.

Rayles.

Turkeys.

Red Patridges.

Pheafants.

Large Eagles.

Cranes.

Blackbirds.g fuch as we have in Exrope.

Thruthes.

Wood-Pigcons.

Parrots.

5:?:1612?3 ¢ {uch as we have in Europe.

Several Sorts of Birds of Prey that are not konown
in Europe.

Nightingales unknown in Enrope, as well as feveral
other little Birds of different colours, particularly
that call’d Oifean Moucke, a very little Bird refem-
bling a Fly; and great quantities of Pelicans.

The Birds of the North Coustries of Canada,

Baftards.
White Greefe.
Ducks, of ten or twelve forts.
Teals.

Sea-Mews.

Grelans.

Sterlets.

nguch as we have in Europe.
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Sea~-Parrots.
Moyacks.
Cormorants.
Heath-Cocks.
Snipes.
Plungeons.
Plovers.
Lapwings. 3 luch as we have in Egrope.
Herns,
Courbeious.
The Water-
Fowl called
Chevalier. 3
Beateurs de Faux, a Fow! as big as a Quail,
White Patridges.
Largc black Patridges.
Reddifh Patridges.
Woodhens.
Turtledoves.
White Ortolans, 2 Bird no bigger than a Lark.
fln{tcrlmgs, EfUCh as we have in Eyrope,
avens.
Vaultures.
Spar-Hawks.
B}I)crlins. 2
Swallows, S
Becs De [cie, afort of a Duck.

S

like ours in Europe.

A Table of the Infeds that are fazmd in Canada.
Addcrs.

.-‘"\fPS.

Rattle-Snakes.

Lowing Frogs.

Gnats, or Midges.

Gad-Bees.

Brulots, or burning Hand-worms.
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A Defcription of fuch Birds as are not accounted for
in my Letters.

ry~HE Huards arc a frefhwater Fowl The Fowl or
as big as a Goofe, and as dull and Birds of b
heavy asan Afs. They have black and oo gl
white Feathers, a pointed Beak, anda ;
very fhort Neck. They only duck ordive in the Sum-
mer, for they cannot ufe their Wings ; and in that
Seafon, the Savages take the Diverfion of {urround-
ing ’em with feven or eight Canows, difpers’d here
and there, and {o obliging ’em to dive down, when
they offer to come up to take Breath. The Savages
have entertained me feveral Times with this agree-
able Amufement, duriag the Courfe of the Voyages
1 made with them.

The Red Patridges are wild and little, and much
different from the Red Patridge we have in Europe, as
well as the Pheafant, whofe Feathers being of a
white Colour with black fpecks, make a very agree-
able diverfity

The largeft Eagles we find in this Country, arc
nobigger than Swans, Their Head and their Tail
is white, and they have frequent Ingagements with
a Sert of Vultures, that commonly have the better
of it. In our Voyages we had frequent Oceafions
of fecing thefe Ingagements, which laft as long as
the Eagle can keep up the Force of its Wings.

The Pairots are met with in the Hiwnefe Country,
and upon the River of Miffifipi. They are very
fmall, and arc the fame with thofe that we bring
from Brazil and Cayenne.

That fort of Nightingale that I faw is of a pecu-
liar formy for ’tis of aleffer Size than the Earopeats,
and of a blewifh colour, and its Notes are more di~
verfified 5 befides that, it lodges in the Holes of
"T'rees, and four or five of ‘em do commonly keep

together
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together upon the thickeft Trees, and with joynt
Notes warble o’er their Songs.

The Flylike Bird is no bigger than one’s Thumb,
and the colour of its Feathers is fo changeable,
that ’tis hard to faften any one colour uponit They
appear.fometimes red, fometimes of a Gold colour,
at other times they are blue and red ; and proper-
ly fpeaking, ’tis only the brightnefs of the Sun that
makes us unfenfible of the change of its gold and
redl colours  Its Beak is as tharp as a Needle. It
flies from Flower to Flower, like a Bee, and by its
fluttering fucks the flowery Sap. Sometimes about
Noon it preaches upon the little branches of Plumb-
trees or Cherry-trees. Ihave fent fome of “em dead
to France, it being impoflible to keep ‘em alive, and
they were look’d upon as a great Curiofity

There are ten or twelve forts of
The Birds of  Pucks in this Country. Thefe call’d
’CZJ::T’:"' Branchus, are the fmalleft indeed, but
they are much the prettieft The Fea-
thers upon their Neck looks fo bright, by virtue of
the variety and livelinefs of their Colours, that a
Fur of that nature would be invaluable in Moy
or Zurkey. . They owe the name of Branchus, to
their refting upon the Branches of Trees. There’s
another Species of Ducks in this Country, that
are as black as Jackdaws, only their Beak and the
circle of their Eyes are red

The Sea-mews, Grelans and Sterlets, are Fowls that
fly inceflantly over Seas, Lakes, and Rivers, inor-
der to catch little Fifth  Their Flefh is good for
nothing, befides that, they have no Subftance of
Body, though they feem to be as big as Pigeons.

"The Sea-Parrots bear the name of Parrots, upon
the account that their Beak is of the fame Form
with that of the Land Parrot  They never quit the
Sea or the Shoar; and are always flying upon the
furface of the Water, inqueft of little Fith Their

colour
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Colout is black, and their fize ismuch the fame with
that of a Pullet. There are great Numbers of ’em
upon the Bank of Newfound-Land, and near the
Coatt of the Ifland, which the Seamen eatch with
gHooks cover’d with a Cod’s Roe, and hung over the
sProw of the Ship. 3
§  The Moyacks are a fort of Fowl, as big as a
- Goole, having a fhort Neck, and a broad Foot;
and which is very ftrange, their Eggs are half as
big again as a Swan’s, and yet they are all Yolk,
and that fo thick, that they muft be diluted with
Water before they can be us’d in Pancakes.
™Che White Patridges, are as big as our Red Pa-
trifegs. 1heir Feet are cover’d with {uch a thick
Down;, that they refcmble thofe of a young Rab-
bet. Theyare only féen in the Winter Time, and
fome Years they arc fcarce feen at all, though on
the other Hand, iu other Years they are fo plenti-
ful, that you may buy a Dozen for nine Pence.
This is the moft ftupid Animal in the Word; it
fits upon the Snow, and fuffers itfclf to be knock’d
on the Head with a Pole without offering to ftir.
Iam of the Opinion, that this unaccountable numb-
nefs is occafion’d by itslong flight from Greenland to
Canada. 'This Conjecture is not altogether ground-
lefs, for ’tis obferv’d, that they never comein flocks
to Canada, but after the continuance of a North
or North-Eaft Wind.

The Black Patridges are truly very pretty. They
atc bigger than ours; and their Beak together with
the Circle of the Eyes, and the Feet are red; their
Plumage being of 4 fhining black Colour. Thefe A=
nimals are very proud, and feem to have a Senfe
of their Beauty as they walk. They are but very
uncommon, as well as the reddifh Patridges, which
refemble Quails in their Bulk and Brisknefs.

"The White Ortolans are only met with in Winter;
but [ am of the Opinion, that their Feathers are na=

R turally
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turally of a white Colour, and that they retricve
their natural (;‘uludr in the Places the retire to, when
they difappear in Canada. They are indifferent
good to cat when they are fat, but that they feldom
are. In the Winter great Quantities of ’em are
catch’d about the ba.l ns, with Nets ftretch’d out
upon the Straw.

A Defcription of the Infeds of Canada.

“HE Adders of Canada do no harm at all. The
Afpsindeed are very dangerous ,nhr nthe People
bathe in the ftagnating Water towards the South
Countries. 'The Rattle-Snake or Sounding Serpent 1s
fo call’d, in regard that at the Extremity of its
Tail, it has a Sort of a Cafe, containing certain
Bones which make fuch a I\mf(, when the Serpent
Crccps along, that ’tis heard thirty Paces off. Thefe
Serpents betake themfelves to Flight when they
hear the Sound of Men’s Feet, and uommonl; flee
in the Sun cither in green Fields, or open Woods.
They never fting but when th;y are trod upon,
"The Lowing Frogs are {o call’d with refpect to their
croaking, which iounds like the lomnw of an Ox
Thefe Frogs are twice as large as thofe we have in
Europe. The Can aizszches, arca {ort of Flies
about twice as big as Bees; but of the fame form with
2 common }3!) . They fting only L. rween Noon,
and three o’ Clock in the Afternoon ; but then they
d, it fo violently, that they tetch Blood. However,
’tis only upon certain Rivers that they are met with.
'The Brulots are a fort of Hanc ]wm\l‘zu, which
cleave fo hard to the Sk ;u, that their pricking ccca-
fions the fame Senfe, as if “twere a burnin \g \,(ml ot
a Spark of Firc. HLL little Animals are un])cr-
ceivable, though at the fame Time they are pretty
fUmMerous.
The
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The Names of the Fifb in the River of St. Laurence,
Frosia its Mourh to the Lakes of Canada.

Balenots or little Whales.

A Fith almott as big as a Whale, call’d Soufficur.
White Porpoifes.

Salmon, fuch as we have in Exrope.
Eels.

Maycrel, as in Europe.

Herrings.

Gafperots, a fmall Fifh like a Herring
Bafes.

Shad-fifh.

Cod-fith.

Plaices.

Smelts.

Turbots.

Pikes.

The Gold-colour’d Fith.

Roaches.

Lampreys.

Merles or Sea Tench.
Thornbacks.

Cungars. =
Sea-Cows, a kind of Porpoifcs.

The Sbe!l-Fzﬂh
Little Lobfters.
Crab-fith.
Cockles.
Muicles.

The Fifb thai are found in the Lakes ?f Canada, and
in the Rivers that fall into "¢

Sturgeons.

The Armed Fifh. Py Trouts:
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Trouts

White-Fith

A fort of Herrings

Eels

Mullets

Carp

Gull-Fifh

Gudgeons

The Fifp Jound in the River of Miﬂiﬁpi.

Pikes, fuch as we have in Europe

Carps

Tench

Perches

Dabs, and feveral others that ate not known in
Europe.

A Defeription of the Fifb that are not mention’d in the

Letters.
Thafe betweon HE Ralenot is afort of a Whale,
5 ’;j‘:;"” ": s oaly ’tis lefs and more flethy, and
the Laker does not yield Oil in Proportion to the

Northern Whales. 'This Fith goes
fifty or fixty Leagues up the River.

"The Sougflenrs are much of the fame Size, only
they are fhorter and Blacker. When they mean to
take Breath after diving, they fquirt out the Wa-
ter through a hole behind their Head after the
fame Manner with the Whales Commonly, they
dog the Ships in the River of St. Laurcuce

"The White Porpoifes arc as big as Oxen They
always go along with the Current; and go up with
the Tidetill they come at frefh Water, upon which
they retire with the ¢bb Water. They area ghaftly
forc of Animals, and arc frequenly taken before
Quebee, "The
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_The Gafperots arc a {mall Fifh, not unlike a Her-
ring. In the Summer time they make into the thoar
in fuch fhoals, that the Cod-fifhers take as many
of ’em as ferves for Bait for that Fithery. Thele
Fifhermen do likewife make ufe of Herrings, when
the Seafon obliges them to put into the thoar to
Spawn. InaWord, all the Fifh that are made ufe
of for a Bait to make the Codfifh bite at the Hook,
are called Boere in the Fifhermens Dialect.

The Gold-colour’d Fifb arc nice Food. They are
about fifteen Inches 1ong 5 their Scales are yellow,
and they are valaed very high

The Sea Cows, which are a fort of Porpoifes, are
bigger than the Normandy Beeves. "They have afort
of Paws cut like a Goofe’s Foot, their Head refem-
bles that of an Otter; and their Teeth, which are
two Inches thick, and nine Inches long, are reck-
on’d the fincft lvory that is. ’Tis faid that they
range wide of the Shoar, towards fandy and marfhy
Places.

"The Lobflers of this River, feem to beexaltlythe
fame with thofe we have in Europe.

The Cockles are of a Piece, with thofe we have
upon the Coaft of France, excepting that they are
larger, and have a more agreeable Tafte, though
their Flefh feems to partake more of Crudity and
Indigeftion.

The Mufcles of this River are prodigious large,
and tafte very well; bnt “tis next to an Impoffibility
to eat “em without breaking one’s Tecth by reafon
of their being fuft’d with Pearl; 1 call it Pearl,
tho’ the name of Gravel or Sand may be more pro=
per, with refpeét to its Value, for 1 brought to
Paris fifty or fixty of the largeft and fineft, which
were rated only at a Penny a piece; notwithftand=
ing that we had broke above twa thoufand Muf=
cles to make up that Number,

R 3 "The
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"The Loke-Sturgeons are commonly five or fix Foot
long: But I once faw one of ten Foot, and another
of twelve in length. The Savages catch 'em with
Nets in the Winter, and Grapples in the Summer.
"T'is faid, they have a certain fort of Flefh about
their Head, that taftes like Beef, Mutton, and
Veal ; but I have eat of it feveral Times, and ne-
ver could obferve any fuch thing, which makes me
look upon the Alligarion as chimerical.

"The Fifb in Arinour, is abont thrce Foot and a
half long. ’Tis defended by fuch ftrong and hard
Scales, that’tis impoffible for any other Fifh to hurt
it. Its Enemics are Trouts and Roaches, but ’tis
admirably well provided for the repulfing of their
Attacks, by virtuc of its pointed Snout, which is
a2 Foot long, and as hard as its Skin. It eats very
well, and its Fleth or Subftance is as firm as ’tis
white.

'The Lake Dabs or Sandings are not above a Foot
long, but they are very thick all over. They are
call’d Barbues in Freneh, which allufion to a certain
fort of Beards thathang down from the Side of their
Muzzle, and arc as big as Ears of Corn. Thofe
which we find in the River of Mififipi, are of a
monftrous Size. Both the one and the other are
catch’d with a Hook, as well as with a Nct; and
make very good Victuals.

The Muyfifipi Carps are likewile of an extraordi-
nary Size, and admirably well tafted. They are
of the fame Form with ours. In the Autumn they
put in towards the Shoar, and are eafily catch’d
with a Net.

Thelargeft Trouts we meet with in the Lakes, are
five Foot and a half long, and of one Foot Diameter.
Their fleth 1s red, and they are catch’d with great
Hooks made faft to Pieces of Wire.

The Fith catch'd in the Lakes, ure better than
thofe we take at Sca, or in the Rivers, particularly

the
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the white Fifh, which for goodnefs and nice Eat-
ing, are far beyond all the other Species. The Sa-
vages that live upon the Sides of thofe little frefh=
watcr Scas, prefer the Broth of Fith, to Meat-broth,
when they are indifpos’d. This Choice they ground
upon Experience ; whereas the Fremch on the other
hand find that Venifon Broth is at once more fub-
ftantial and reftorative.

The Rivers of Canada are replenifh’d with an in-
finity of other fifhes, that arc not known in Exrope.
The Fith catch’d in the North-Country Rivers, are
different from thofe of the South; and thofe taken
in the Long-River, which difembogucs into the Ri-
ver of Miffifipi, favour fo rank of Mud and Clay,
that “tis impoifible to cat of ‘em abating for a fort
of little Trouts that the Savages take in the adja-
cent Lakes, which make a tolerable M efs.

The Rivers of the Otentats, and the Miffouris,
produce fuch odd fhap’d fifhes, that ’tis impoffible
to defcribe ’em without they were drawn upon Pa-
per. Thefe Fithes tafte but forrily, and yect the
Savages love it mightily, which I take to proceed
from their knowing no better.

I

The Trees and Fruits of the South Countries of Canada;

%\cccﬁuéfﬁccs. gfuch as we have in Europe.
Bitter Cherry-trees.

Afh-trees.
Elms.
Linden-trees.
Nut=-trees of two forts.
Chefnut-trees.
Apple-trecs.

%fuch as we have in Enrope.

R 4 Peat-
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Pear-trees

Plum-trees

Cherry-trees

Hazel-trees, fuch as we have in Europe,
Vines

A fort of Citrons

Water Melons

Sweet Citruls

Wild Goofeberries

Pine—apples

"Tobacco, fuch as our Spanifb Tobacco

The Trees and Fryits of the North Countries of Canada,
White Qak

Red Qak

Birch-trees

Bitter Cherry-trees
Mapple-trees
Pine-trees

Epinettes

Fir-tres of three forts
Perufles

Cedar-trees
Afpin-trees

White Wood
Alder-trees
Maiden-Hair
Stawberries
Rasberries
Goofeberrics,

Bluets,

e ———

A Defcription of the ahove-mention’d Trees and Fruits.

OU muft remark, that all the Wood of

‘ Canada is good of its Kind. The Trees
that fland expos’d to the North-Winds, are apt
19
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to be influenc’d by the Froft, as it appears from the
chops and chinks that it occafions.

The Bitter Cherry-tree, has a hard and whitifh
Wood with a grey Bark. Some of ‘em are as tall
as the loftict Qaks, and as big as a Hogfhead.
This Tree grows ftreight; it has an oval Leaf, and
is made ufe of in Beams, Rafters, and other Car-
penter’s Work.

The Mapple-tree is much of the fame Height and
Bulk; but it has a brown Bark, and the Wood is
veddifh. 1t bearsnorefemblance to that fort we have
in Europe. 1t yiclds a Sap, which hasa much plea-
fanter Tafte than the beft Limonade or Cherry-wa-
ter, and makes the wholfomeft Drink in the World.
This Liquor is drawn by cutting the Tree two In-
ches decp in the Wood, the cut being run floping
to the Length of ten or twelve Inches, At the lower
End of this Gafh, a Knife is thruft into the Tree
flopingly, fo that the Water running along the Cut
or Gath, as through a Gutter, and falling upon the
Knife that lics acrofs the Channel, runs out upon
the Knife, which has Veficls plac’d underneath to
receive it. Some Trees will yield five or fix Bottles
of this Water a Day ; and fome Inhabitants of Ca-
nada, might draw twenty Hogfheads of it in one
day, if they would thus cut and notch all the A4ap-
ples of their refpective Plantations. The Gafh do’s
no harm to the Tree. Of this Sap they make Su-
gar and Syrup, whichis fovaluable, that there can’t
be a better Remedy for fortifying the Stomach. *Tis
but few of the Inhabitants that have the Patience
to make Mapple-Water, for as common and ufual
Things are always flighted, fo there’s fcarce any
Body but Children that give themfelves the Trou-
ble of gafhing thefe Trees To conclude, the North-
Country Mapples have more Sap than thofe of the
South Countries; but at the fame time the Sap is
not fo fweet;

Ther
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There are two forts of Nut-treesin this Country,
The one bears round, and the other long, Nuts;
but neither of ’em is good for any thing, no more
than the wild Chefuuts that grow in the Linefe
Country.

The Apples that grow upon fome of their Ap-
ple-trees cat well when they are Codled, but they
arc good for nothing when they’re raw. Upon the
Miffifipi indeed there’s a fort of Apples that have
a tafte not unlike that of fome Exropean Apples,
The Pears arc good, but very {carce,

The Cherrics arc {mall, and extreme red; and
though their Tafte is not good, yet the Roe-bucks
like ’em fo well, thatin the Summer time they fcarce
ever mifs to lye under the Cherry-trees all Night
long, cfpecially if it blows hard.

This Country affords three forts of excellent
Plums, which bear no Refemblance to ours either
in Figure or Colour. Some arc long and fmall,
fome are round and thick, and fome very little,

The Vines twine round the Trees to the very top ;
and the Branches of thofe Trees are fo cover’d with
Grapes, that one would take the Grape to be the
Fruit of the Tree. In{fome Countries of North-
America, the Grape is little, but very well tafted ;
but towards the Miffifipi, 'tis long and thick, and fo
is the Clufter. There has been fome wine prefs’d
from the Grapes of that Country, which after long
ftanding became as fweet as Canary, and as black
as Ink

The Citrons of North-America arefo call'd, only
becanfe their Form refembles that of our Citron.
Inftead of a Rind, they have only 2 fingle Skin,
"They grow upon a Plant that rifes three Foot high,
and do’s not bear above three or four at a Time,
"This Fruit is as wholefome as its Root is dangerous;
for the one is very healthy, and the juice of the
the other is a mortal fubtile Poyfon, While I ftay’d

at
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at Fort Fromtenac, in the Year 1684, I{aw an Fro-
guefe Woman take down this fatal Potion, with a De~
fign to follow her deceas’d Husband 5 after fhe had
took leave of her Friends, and fung the Death Song,
with the Formalities that are ufual among thefe
blind Wretches. The Poifon quickly work’d the
defird Effeét; for this Widdow, who in Europe
would be juftly look’d upon as a miracle of Con-
ftancy and Fidelity, had no fooner fwallowed the
murdering Juice, than fhe fell iato two or three
fhivering Fits, and fo expir’d.

The Water-Melons, call’d by the Spaniards Algiers
Melons, are round and thick lik a Ball; fome are
red, and fome white, and the Kernels, which are
very large, are fometimes black, fometimes red.
Asfor their Tafte ’tis exactly the fame with that of
the Spanifb or Portuguefe Melons.

The Citruls of this Country are {wect, and of a
different Nature from thofe of Europe; and I'm in-
form’d, that the American Citruls will not grow in
Europe. 'They are as big as our Meions; and their
Pulp is as yellow as Saffron. Commonly they are
bak’d in Ovens, but the better way is to roaft 'em
under the Embers as the Savages do.  Their Tafte
is much the f{ame with that of the Marmelade of
Apples, only they are fweeter. Onc may cat as
much of ’em as he pleafes, without fcaring any Dif-
order from ’em. -

The wild Goofeberries are good for nothing, but
for Confits : But that fort of Confits arc {eldom
made, for Sugar is too dear in Canada, to be 1m~

ploy’d for fuch Ufes,
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A Defesiption of the Trees and Fraits of the Northern

Countries,

r ¥ HE Canada Birch-trees are much different from

I thofe we have in fome Provinces of Framce;
both for bulk and Quality. The Savages make Ca-
nows of their Bark, fome of which isred, and fome
white; but both are equally proper for that Ufe,
That which has the feweft Veins and Chaps, is the
beft; but the red bark makes the fineft thow. There
arc fome little Baskets made of the young Birches,
that arc muchefteem’d in France; and Books may be
made of ’em, the Leaves of which will be as fine
as Paper, This I can fpeak by Experience, for I
have frequently made ufe of ’em for want of Pa-
per, in writing the Journal of my Voyages. Nay,
J remember I have feen in a certain Library in
France, a Manufcript of the Gofpel of St. Matthew,
written in Greek upon this fort of Bark ; and, which
is yet more furprizing, I wasthen told, that it had
been written above a thoufand Years; and at the
fame Time I dare {wear, that ’twas the Genuine
Birch-bark of New-Frqnce, which inall Appearance
was not then difcover’d.

The Bine-trees are very tall, ftreight, and thick 3
and arc made ufe of for Mafts, which the King’s
Pinks do oftentimes tranfport to France. *Tis faid,
that fome of thefe T'rees are big enough, to ferve
for a Maft of a Firft-rate Ship.

"The Epinette is afort of a Pine, with a fharperand
thicker Leaf. *Tis made ufe of in Carpenters work,
and the Mattcr which drains from it, fmells as fweet
as Incenie

"There are three forts of Firs in this Country,
which are faw’d into Deals by certain Mills, that
the Quebec Merchants have caus’d to be built in
fome Places,

The
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"The Peruffe is the propereft of all green Woods
for the building of Ships upon the Confideration that
ts compacter, and has clofer Pores, fo that it do’s
not foak or drink in the Moifture as much as others.

Here are two forts of Cedar, namely, the white
and the red; but onc muft view ’em, narrowly be-
fore he can dittinguith ’em, by reafon, that both
of ’em have much the fame fort of Bark. Thele
Trees are low, buthy, and full of Branches and lit-
tle Leaves, refembling the tag of a Lace. The Wood
of this Tree, is almoft as light as Cork; and the
Savages make ufe of it in the Wreaths and Ribs of
their Canows. The red fort looks admirably well,
and may be made into Houthold-Goeds, which will
retain an agrecable imell for ever.

The Afps are little Shrubs which grow upon the
Sides of Pools or Rivers; and in a Word, in
moift and marfhy Countrics. This Wood is the
common Food of the Beavers, who, in Imitation of
the Ants, take Care tomakea Collection of it round
their Hutts in the Autumn, which ferves ‘em for
Suftenance when the Ice imprifons ’em in Winter.

The White Wood is a midling fort of a Trree, that’s
neither too big nor too little. *Tis almoft as light
as Cedar, and as cafily work’d upon. The Inhabi-
tants of Canada, make little Canows of it, for fifh-
ing and croffing the Rivers.

Muidenbair is as common ir the Forrefts of Cana-
da, as Fern is in thofe of Framce, and is efteem’d
beyond that of other Countries ; infomuch, that
the inhabitants of Quebec preparc great quantities
of its Syrup, which they fend to Paris, Nants,
Rouan, and feveral other Cities in France.

Strawberries and Rasberries, arc wonderfully plen-
tifull in Canada and tafte extream well. 'We meet
likewife with fome white Goofcberries in this Coun-
try ; but they ferve for no ufe, unlefs it be to make a
fort of Vinegar of “em, that is very ftrong.

The
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"The Bluets are certain little Berries, not unlike
{mall Cherrics, only they are black, and perfectly
round. The Plant upen which they grow, is as big
as a Rasbery-buth. Thefe Berries ferve for feveral
Ufes, after they are dry’d in the Sun, orinan Oven;
for then they make Confitsof ’em, or put ’em into
Pies, or infufe ’em in Brandy. The North-Coun-
try Savages make a Crop of ‘em in the Summer,
which affords ’em very feafonable relief, efpecially
when their hunting comes fhort.

A General View of the Commerce of Canada.

Come now to give a brief and general Account

of the Commerce of Canada, which I have al-
ready touch’d upon in my Letters. 'The Normans
were the firft tﬁlat fet up this Trade, and ufually
they fet out from Havre de Grace, or Dicppe; but
the Rochellers have now work’d em out of it, foras
much as the Rochel Ships furnith the Inhabitants of
the Continent with the neccflary Commodities.
There are likewife fome Ships fent to Canada from
Bourdeaux and Bayone, with Wines, Brandy, To-
bacco, and Iron.

The Ships bound from France to that Country,
pay no Cuftom for their Cargoe, whether in Clear-
ingin Frauce, or in their Entricsat Quebec ; abating
for the Brazil Tobacco which pays five So/s a pound §
that is to fay, a Roll of 400 pound weight, pays a
hundred Livres by way of Entry, to the Office of
the Farmers General.

Moft of the Ships go laden to Canada, and return
light or cmpty. Some indeed bring home Peafe
when they are good cheap in the Colony, and o-
thers take in a Cargo of Plants and Boards : Others
again go to the Hland of Cape Breton, and thcl:c

take
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take in a Cargoe of Pit-Coal, which they carry ta
the Ilands of Martinico or Guardaloupa, where the
refining of Sugars occafions a great Confumption of
Coals. But thofe Ships which cither belong, or are
recommended to the topping Merchants of the Co-
lony, are fraughted with Skins, which turn to a
great Account. [ have {zen fome Ships unload at
Duebec, and then fieer to Placentia, totake in Cod-
fith which they purchas’d with ready Moncy; but
generally {peaking, there’s more loft than got by that
Way of trading. The Merchant that has carried
on the greateft "I'rade in Canada, is the Sicur Samuel
Bernon of Rockel, who has great Ware-Houfes at
Quebec, from which the Inhabitants of the other
Towns are fupplied with fuch Commodities as they
want. ~Tis true, there are fome Merchantsat Que-
bec, who are indifferent rich, and fit out Ships upon
their own Bottom, that ply to and again bztween
France and Canaday and thefe Merchants have their
Corrcipondents at Rochel, who fend out and take
in every Yecar the Cargoes of their Ships,

There’s no Difference between the Pyrates that
fcour the Scas, and the Canada Merchants ; anlefs
it be this, that the former fometimesinrich ’emfelves
all of a fudden by a good Prize ; and that the lat-
ter can’t make their Fortune without trading for five
or fix Years, and that without running the Hazard
of their Lives. I have known twenty little Ped-
lars that had not above a thoufand Crowns ftock
when I arriv’d at Qucbec, in the Year 1683; and
when I left that Place, had got to the Tune of
twelve thoufand Crowns. Tis an unqueftion’d trath,
that they get fifty per Cens upon all the Goods they
deal in, whether they buy “em up upon the Arrival
of the Ships at Quebec, or have ‘em from France by
Way of Commilfion; but over and above that,
there are fome little gaudy Trinkets, fuch as Rib-
bands, Laces, Embroiderics, Tobacco. boxes, Watch-

cs,
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L
es, and an infinity of other Bauble of Iron War:;.?
upon which they get a hundred and fifty per Cent,
all Cofts clear.

In this Country a Hogfhead of Bourdeausx Winc,
which contains 2§50 Bottles, is worth about forty
French Livres, in time of Peace, and fixty in time
of War. A Hogfhead of Nantsor Bayonne Brandy,
will fetch 80 or a 100 Livres. In the Taverns a
Bottle of Wine cofts fix French Sous, and a Bottle
of Brandy is fold for twenty, As for dry Com-
modities, their Price rifes and falls upon Occafion.
Brazil Tobacco is worth 40 Sous a Pound by Way
of Retale, and 35 by Wholefale.  Sugar will fetch
at left 20 Sous a Pound, and fometimes 25 or 30.

The earlicft Ships that come from France, {ct out
commonly in the latterend of April, or the beginning
of May; but to my Mind, they might fhorten theit
Voyage by one half, if they put to Sea about the
middle of March, and then fweep’d along the North
Coaft of the Azores Iflands ; for in thofe Seas the
South and South-Eaft Winds commonly blow from
the Beginning of April, tothe End of May. Thave
mention’d this feveral times to the moft expert Pi-
lots; but they fill put me off with the Plea, that
they dare not fteer that Courfe for fear of fome

Rocks : And yet thefe Rocks are not to be met with
but in their Charts. I have read fome Deferiptia
ons of the Ports, Roads, and Coafts of thefe I{lands,
and of the adjacent Scas, donc by the Portggueze,
which make no mention of the Shelves that are
chalk’d down in all our Chart: On the contrary,
they affirm that the Coaft of thefe Iflands is alto-

ether clear, and that fot twenty Leagues off into
the Main, thefe imaginary Kocks were ncver met
with.

As foon as the French Ships arrive at Quebec, the
Merchants of that City who have their ['actors in
the other Towns, load their Barques with Goads in

order
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order to tranfport ’em to thefe

| Ot {e other Towns. Such
Merchants as aét for themf{eives at Zrois Rivieres, of

Monreal,they come down in Perfon to Quebec tomar-
ket torl themielves,and then put their Effects on board
of Bargs, Fo_bc convey’d home. Ifthey pay for their
Goods in Skins, they buy cheaper than if they made
their Payments in Money or Letters of Exchange ;
by.reaion that the Seller gets confiderably by the
Skins when he returns to France, Now, you muft
take notice, that all thefe Skins are bought up from
the Inhabitants, or from the Savages, upon which the
Merchants are confiderable Gainers. To give you
an Inftance of this Matter ; a Perfon that lives in the
Neighbourhood of Quebec carries a dozen of Mars
tin s Skins, five or fix Fox’s Skins, and as many Skins
of wild Cats, to a Merchant’s Houfe, in ofder to
fell "em for woollen Cloth, Linnen, Arms, Ammus
nition, €¢. In the Truck of thefe Skins the Mer-
chant draws a double Profit, one upon the Score of
his paying no more for the Skins, than one half of
what he afterwards fells ’em for in the Lump to thé
Fadtors, for the Rockel Ships ; and the other by the
exorbitant Rate he puts upon the Goods that the
poor Planter takes in exchange for his Skins. If this
be duly weigh’d, we will not think it ftrange, that
thefe Merchants have a more beneficial Trade thari
a great many other Tradefinen in the World. In
my feventh and eighth Letters I related the Particu=
lars of the Commerce of this Country, efpecially
that which the Inhabitants carry on with the Savas
ges, who fupply “em with the Skins of Beavefs, and
other Animals.” So that now it remains only to
give you an Inventory of the Goods that are pros
per for the Savages, and of the Skins whach._they
give in Exchange, together with their neat Prices.

s Short
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Short and light Fufees.
Powder.
Ball and cut Lead, or {mall Shot.
Axes both great and {mall.
Knives with their Sheaths.
Sword-blades to make Darts of.
Kettles of all Sizes.
Shoomakers Awls.
Fifh-hooks of all Sizes.
Flint Stones.
Caps of blue Serge
Shirts, made of the common Britany Linnen.
Woollted Stockins, fhort and coarfe.
Brafil Tobacco,
Coarfe white Thread for Nets.
Sewing Thread of ieveral Colours.
Pack-thread.
Vermillion.
Needles, both large and {fmall.
Venice Beads.
Some Tron Heads for Arrows, but few of “em,
A fmall Quantity of Soap.
A few Sabres, or Cutlaffes.

Brandy goes off incomparably well.

The Nuasmes of the Skins given in Exchange,
with their Rates.

H E Skins of Winter Beavers, alias Mufcovy
Beavers, are worth per Pound, in the Farmer-
General’s Warehoufe, — 4 Livres. 10 Sous.
The Skins of fat Beavers, the Hair of which falls
off while the Savages make ufe of ’em, per Pound,

—— § L.o &
Of Beavers taken in Autumn, per Pound 3 10
Of dry or common Beavers, per Pound z .. D

of
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Livres. Sous.
Of Summer Beavers, per Pound -—— 3 a
‘The Skin of a \ahate Beaver is not to be valued no
more than that of a Fox that is quz*e black.

The Skins of Silver-colour’d Poxes, a-piece, 4 o
Of common Foxes, in good order, 2.0
Of the common Martins. —_—— IO
Of the prettieft fort of Martins, 4 =58
Of red and fmooth Otters, mm 2 o
Of the Winter and brown. Otters, 4 10
or more.
Of the fineft black Bears, - ey

The Skins of Elks, before they are drefs'd, are

worth per Pound, about e o I2
The Skins of Stags are worth per Posnd,about o -~ 8
The wild Cat’s, or Enfans de Diable, a-piece 1 1§

Sea-Wolves, a-piece, — —_— 1 I$
or more

Pole-Cats nnd Weafels, il o 1I0

T\Tusk Rat‘- e il s R = e R o 6

Their Tefticles, =--— o g

Wolves, oo e ¥ <10

'The white Elk-skins, i. e. thofe dr eisd by the Sava-
ges, a-piece, R § or m.

A drefed Har’s Skin is worth = 5 or m.

A Caribous o R

A Roe-buck’s —_— — 3

To conclude, you muft take Notice, that thefe
Skins are upon fome particular Occafions dearer
than I rate ’em, but the Difference is but very
{mall, whether under or over.

S 2 A
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An Account of the GoveErnME NT of Canada
in General.

{ N Canada, the Politick, Civil, Ecclefiaftical and
Military Governments, are all in a2 manner one
Thing, in regard that the wifeft Governors have
fubjected their Authority to that of the Ecclefi-
aficks ; and fuch Governors as would not embark
in that Intereft, have found their Poft {o uneafy,
that they have been recalled with Difgrace. T could
inftance in feveral, who for not adhering to the
Sentiments of the Bifhop and the Jefuits, and for
refufing to lodge their Power in the Hands of thefe
infallible Gentlemen, have been turned out, and
treated at Court like hot-headed Incendiaries. Mr.
de Frontenac was one of this Number who made
fuch an unhappy Exit; for he fell out with Mr.
Duchefnan, Intendant of that Country, who finding
himfelf protected by the Clergy, induftrioufly in-
{ulted that illuftrious General, and the General was
forc’d to give way, under the Weight of an Eccle-
fiaftical League, by reafon of the Springs they fet
at Work againft him, in Oppofition to all the Prin-
ciples of Honour and Con{cience.

The Governor Generals that mean to neglect no
Opportunity of advancing or inriching themfelves,
do commonly hear two Maffes a-Day, and are ob-
lig’d to confefs once in four and twenty Hours.
He has always Clergy-men hanging about him
where-ever he goes, and indeed, properly {peaking,
they are his Counfellors. 'When a Governor i3
thus back’d by the Clergy, the Intendants, the Un-
der-Governors, and the Sovereign Council, dare
not cenfure his Conduct, let it be never fo faulty ;
for the Proteétion of the Ecclefiafticks thelters him
from all the Charges that can be laid againft him.

The Governor General of Quebec has twenty
Thoufand Crowns a-Year, including the Pay of his

Com-
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Company of Guards, and the particular Govern-
ment of the Fort. Over and above this Income,
the Farmers of the Beaver-Skins make him a Pre-
fent of a thoufand Crowns a-year ; his Wines and
all his other Provifions imported from Erauce, pay no
Freight ; not to mention, that by certain ways and
means, he fucks as much Money out of the Coun-
try as all the above-mention’d Articles amount to.
The Intendant has eighteen thonfand Livresa-Year,
but the Lord knows what he makes otherwifzs :
I have no Mind to touch there, for fear of being
rank’d among thofe Detractors who {peak the
Truth too fincerely. The Bifhop’s Incomes are fo
fmall, that if the King were not gracioufly pleafed
to add to his Bifhoprick fome other Bencfices in
FErance, that Reverend Prelate would be reduced
to as fhort Commons as a Hundred of his Charac-
ter are in the Kingdom of Naples. The Major of
Quebec has fix Hundred Crowns a-Year ; the Gover-
nor of Trois Rivieres has a thoufand, and the Go-
vernor of Monreal is allow’d two thoufand, A Cap-
tain hasa hundred and twenty Livresa Month,aLieu-
tenant ninety Livres ; a reform’d Lieutenant is al-
low’d but forty, and a common Soldier’s Pay is fix
Sous a-Day, of the current Money of the Country.
The People repofe a great deal of Confidence in
the Clergy in this Country as well as elfewhere.
Here the outward Shew of Devotion is ftrictly ob-
ferved, for the People dare not abient from the great
Maffes and Sermons without a lawful Excufe. But
after all, ’tis at the Time of Divine Service that the
married Women and Maids give their Humours a
full Loofe, as being affured that their Husbands and
Mothers are bufy at Chorch. The Priefts call Peo-
ple by their Names in the Pulpit ; they prohibit un-
der the Pain of Excommunication, the reading of
Romances and Plays, as well as the Ufe of Masks,
and playing at Ombre or Ifni"quenﬁt The Jefu-
D 2 is
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its and the Recollets, agree as ill as the Molinifts
and the Janfenifts. The former pretend that the
latter have no Right to confefs. Do but look back
to my eighth Letter, and there you’ll fee fome In-
ftances of the indif{creet Zeal of the Ecclefiafticks.

The Governor General has the Difpofal of all
Military Pofts : He beftows Companies, Licute-
nancies, and Under-Lieutenancies, upon who he
pleafes, with his Majefty’s gracious Approbation ;
but he is not allow’d to difpofe of particular Gover-
norfhips, or of the Place of a Lord Licutenant of
a Province, or of the Major of any Town. Heis
impowered to grant to the Gentry and the other In-
habitants, Lands and Settlements all over Canada ;
but thefe Grants muft be given in concert with the
Intendant, He is likewife authoris’d to give five and
twenty Licences a-Year to whom he thinks fit, for
trading with the Savage Nations of that vaft Con-
tinent, He isinvefted with the Power of {fufpend-
ing the Execution of Sentences againft Criminals ;
and, by vertue of this Reprieve, can eafily pro-
cure ’em a Pardon if he has a Mind to favour ’em.
But he can’t difpofe of the K'ng’s Money without
the Confent of the Intendant, who is the only Man
that can call it out of the Hands of the Treafurer of
the Navy.

The Governor General can’c be without the Ser-
vice of the Jefuits, in making Treaties with the Go-
vernors of New-England and New-Tork, as well as
with the froguefe. 1am at a Lofs to know whether
thefe good Fathers are employ’d in fuch Services
upon the Score of their judicious Counfels, and their
being perfeétly well acquainted with the Country,
and the King’s true Interefts ; or upon the Confi-
deration of their {fpeaking to a Miracle, the Lan-
guages of {0 many different Nations, whofe Inte-
refts are quite oppofite ; or out of a Senfe of that Con-
defcenfion and Submiffion that is due to thefe worthy
Companions of our Saviour. The
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The Members of the fupreme Council of Canada,

cannot fell or convey their Places to their Heirs, or
to any body elfe, without the King’s Approbation ;
though at the fame time their Places may be worth
not {o much as the Place of a Licutenant to a Compa-
ny of Foot. When they have nice Points under
their Confideration, they ufually confult the Priefts
or Jefuits: And if any Caufe comes before ’em, in
which thefe good Fathers are interefted, they are
fure not to be caft, unlefs it be {o very black that
the cunningeft Lawyer can’t give ita planfible Turn.
I've been inform’d by feveral Perfons, that the Je-
{uits drive a great Trade in European Commodities,
and Canada Skins ; but [ can {carce believe ity or at
leaft, if it be fo, they muft have Correfpondents and
Factors that are as clofe and cunning as themfelves ;
which can never be.

The Gentlemen of that Country are oblig’d to
be very cautious in carrying even with the Ecc/efi-
aficks, inrefpect of the Good or Harm that the good
Fathers can indiredly throw in their Way. 'The
Bithop and the Jefuits have fuch an Influence over
the Governors General, as is fufficient to procure
Places to the Children of the Noblemen or Gentle-
men that are devoted to their Service, or to obtain
the Licences that T fpoke of in my eighth Letter.
*T'is likewife in their Power to ferve the Daughters
of fuch Gentlemen, by finding ’em agreeable and
rich Husbands. The meaneft Curates muft be ma-
nag’d cautioufly, for they can either ferve or differve
the Gentlemen in whofe Seigniories they are no more
than Miflionaries, there being no fix’d Cures in Ca-
nada, which indeed is a Grievance that ought to be
redrefs’d. The Officers of the Army are likewife
oblig’d to keep up a good Correfpondence with the
Ecclefiafticks, for without that tis impoffible for’em
to keep their Ground. ‘They muft not only take
Care that their ownConduct be regular, but likewife

S 4 look
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look after that of the Soldiers, by preventing the

Diforders they might commit in-their Quarters.
Commonly the T'roops are quarter’d upon the In-
habitants of the Cotes, or Seignories of Canada, from
October to May. 'The Mafter of the Houfe furnifhes
his military Gueft only with Utenfils, and employs
him all the while at the Rate of ten Sous a-Day, be-
fides his Victuals, in the cutting of Wood, grubbing
up of Grounds, rooting out Stumps, or the threfh-
ing of Corn in a Barn. ‘The Captain gets likewife
by their Work, for to make ’em difcount the half of
their Pay to him, he orders ’em to come thrice a-
Week to exercife their Arms at his Quarters, Now,
their Habitations being diftant four or five Arpents
from one another, and one Core or Seignory being
two or three Leagues in Front, the Soldiers choofe
rather to give the Captain a Spill, than to walk {o far
in the Snow and the Dirt: And the Captain takes
it very confcientioufly, upon the Plea that Volenti
non fit injuria. As for {uch Soldiers as are good
Tradefmen, he’s fure of putting their whole Pay in
his Pocket, by virtue of a Licence that he gives em
to work in the Towns, or any where elfe. In fine,
moft of the Officers marry in this Country, but God
knows what fort of Marriages they make, in taking
Girls with a Dowry, canfifting of eleven Crowns, a
Cock, a Hen, an Ox, a Cow, and fometimes a
Calf. 1 knew feveral young Women, whofe Lov-
ers, after denying the F'a&, and proving before the
Judges the fcandalous Converfation of their Miftref=.
1es, were forc’d, upon the Perfwafion of the Eccle-
1aflicks, to {wallow the bitter Pill, and take the very
fame Girls in Marriage, Some Officersindeed marry
well, but there are few fuch. The Occafion of their
marrying {0 readily in that Country, proceeds from
the Difficulty of converfing with the foft Sex. After
a Man has made four Vifits to a young Woman, he
is oblig’d to unfold his Mind to her Father and Mo-
ther ;
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ther ; he muft then either talk of Marriage, or break
off all Correfpondence ; or if he does not, both he
and fhe lies under a Scandal. In this Country a Man
can’t vifit another Man’s Wife, without being cen-
fur’d as if her Husband was a Cuckold. In fine,
a Man can meet with no Diverfion here, but that
of reading, or eating, or drinking. 'Though after
all, there are fome Intrigues carry’d on, but with
the fame Caution as in Spain, where the Virtue of
the Ladies confifts only in difguifing the Matter
handfomely.

Now, that I am upon the Subject of Marriage,
T can’t forbear to acquaint you with a_comical Ad-
venture that happened to a young Captain, who
was prefs'd to marry againtt his Will, becaudfe all his
Companions and Acquaintances were already buck-
led. This young Officer having made fome Vifits
to a Counfellor’s Daughter, he was defir'd to tell
what Errand he came upon ; and Mr. de Frontenac
himf{elf being related to the young Lady, who is
certainly one of the moft accomplifh’d Ladies of
this Age, us’d his utmoft Efforts to ingage the Cap-
tain to marry her, The Captain being equally
well pleafed with a free Accefs to the Governor’s
Table, and the Company of the Lady whom he
met there not unfrequently ; the Captain, I fay,
being equally fond of thefe two Advantages, en-
deavour'd to ward off the Defign, by asking {ome
Time to confider of it. Accordingly, two Months
were granted him ; and after that Time was expir’d,
he had ftill a Mind to let out his Traces, and fo de-
fird two Months more, which were granted him
by the Bifhop’s Interceflion. When the laft of thefe
two was at an End, the Cavalier began to beappre-
henfive that he was in Danger of lofing both his
good Cheer and the agreeable Company of the La-
dy. However, he was oblig’d to be prelentata
Treat that Mr. Nelfon (the Englifi Gentleman I
: ipoke
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fpoke of in my 234 Letter) gavc to t‘]C twoLovers, as
well as the Governor, the Intendant, the Bsfhop,
and fome other Perfons of Note: And this gene-
rous Eugli/b Gentleman having a Kindnefs for the
young Lady’s Father, and her Brethren, upon the
Score of their tladmg with one 'mthr made an
Offer of a thoufand Crowns to be paid on the Wed-
ding Day, which, added to a thouiand that the Bi-
{hop offered, and a thoufand more which fhe had
of her own, befides feven or eight thoufand that
Mr. de Frontenac offered in Licences, not to menti-
on the certain Profpedt of Pr eferment : Al thefe
Items, I fay, made the Marriage very advantageous
to the Captain,  After they had done eating, he

was prefs’d to fign the Contradt, but made Anfwer
that he had drank fome Bumpers of heady Wi ine,and d
his Head was not clear enough for wcmhmw the
Conditions of the Contraét ; fo that they were forc’d
to put off the Matter till the next Day. Upon this
Delay he kept his Chamber, till Mr. de Frontenac, at
whofe Table he us’d to eat, fent for him, in order
to know his Mind immediately. Then there was
no Room left for thuffling ; there wasa Neceflity of
giving a pofitive Anfwer to the Governor, who
ipoke to him in plain and precife Terms, a"ld at the
fame Time reminded him of the Favour they had
fhewn him, in allowmg him fo much Time to con-
fider of the propos’d Marriage. 'The young Offi-
cer reply’d very faitly, That any Man that was ca-
pable of marrying after four Month’s Deliberation,
was a Fool in buckling to. I now fee, fays he
¢ what Iam ; the eager Defire 1 had ofgomg to
¢ Church with Mademoifelle D--- has now con-
¢ vinc’d me of my Folly: if you have a Refpe& for
¢ the Lady, pray do not fuffer her to marry a
¢ young Spark that is fo apt to take up with extra-
¢ vagantand foolith Things. As for my own part, Sir,
¢ I proteft fincerely, that the little Reafon and free
Judg-
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¢ Judgment that is left me, will ferve to comfort
me upon the Lofs of her, and to teach me to re-
pent of having defir'd to make her as unhappy as
my feif. This Difcourfe furprized the Bifhop, the
Governor, the Intendant, and in general, all the
other married Officers, who defir’d nothing more
than that he fhould be catch’d in the Noofe as well
as they ; {o true it is, that Solamen miferis [ocios ba-
buiffe doloris.  As they were far from expecting any
fuch R etraétation, o the poor reform’d Captain fuf-
fer'd for’t ; for fome time after Mr. de Frontenac did
him a Piece of Injuftice, in beftowing a vacant
Company over his Head, upon Madam de Ponchar-
train’s Nephew, notwithftanding that the Court had
fent Orders on his Behalf ; and this obliged him to
go for France along with me, in the Year 1692.

T o refume the Thread of my Difcourfe, you muft
know, that the Canadefe, or Creoles, are a robuft
brawny well-made People ; they are ftrong, vigo-
rous, active, brave, and indefatigable ; in a Word,
they want nothing but the Knowledge of polite
Letters. ‘They are prefumptuous, and very full of
them{elves : they value themfelves beyond all the
Nations of the Earth, and, which is to be regretted,
they have not that'Veneration for their Parents that
is due. 'Their Complexion is wonderfully pretty.
The Women are generally handfom ; few of them
are brown, but many of ’em are at once wife and
lazy. They love Luxury to the laft Degree, and
ftrive to out-do one another in catching Husbands
in the Trap.

There’s an Infinity of Diforders in Canada, that
want to be reform’d. The firft Step of a true Re-
formation, muft be that of hindring the Ecclefi-
afticks to vifit the Inhabitants o often, and to pry
with fuch Impertinence into the minuteft Affairs of
the Family s for fuch Practices are frequently con-
trary to the Good of the Society, and that for I}ea—
ons

an n ©
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fons that you are not ignorant of. ‘The next Thing
to be done, is to prohibit the Officers to ftop the
Soldiers Pay, and to enjoin ’em to difcipline their
Men every Holy-day, and every Sunday. In the
third Place, the Commodities ought to be rated at
a reafonable Price, {0 that the Merchant may have
his Profit, without exaéting upon the Inhabitants
and the Savages. A fourth Article of R eformation,
would confift in prohibiting the exporting from
France to Canada, of Brocado’s, gold and filver Gal-
loons or Ribbands, and rich Laces. In a fifth Place,
the Governor General ought not to fell Licen-
ces for trading with the Savages of the great
Lakes. Sixthly, there ought to be fix’d Courts.
In the feventh Flace, they want to have their Mi-
litia modell’d and difciplin’d, that, uwpon Occafion,
they may be as ferviceable as the Regular Troops.
For an eighth Article, the fetting up Manufaéto-
ries for Linnen, Stuffs, &€¢. would be very ufeful.
But the moft important Alteration would confift in
keeping the Governors, the Intendants, the Su-
preme Council, the Bifhops and the Jefuits, from
fplitting into Factions, and making Clubs one a-
gainft another ; for the Confequences of fuch Di-
vifions can’t but thwart his Majefty’s Service, and
the Peace of the Publick. Were this but happily
effeCted, that Country would be as rich again as
’tis now.

I wonder, that inftead of banifhing the Protef-
tants out of France, who in removing to the Coun-
tries of our Enemies, have done {o much Damage
to the Kingdom, by carrying their Money along
with ’em, and fetting up  Manufaétories in thofe
Countries ; I wonder, I fay, that the Court did not
think it more proper to tranfport ’em to Canada.
I am convinc'd, that if they had receiv’d pofitive
Affurances of enjoying a Liberty of Confcience, a
great many of ’em would have made no Scruple

o
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to go thither. Some have reply’d upon this Head,
that the Remedy had been worfe than the Difeafe ;
in Regard that {fome time or other they would not
have fail’d to expel the Catholicks by the Affiftance
of the Englifb : But I reprefented to ’em, that the
Greeks and Armenians, who are fubject to the Grand
Seignior, and at the {ame Time are of a Nation
and Religion that’s different from that of the Turks ;
1 reprefented, I fay, that thefe diffenting Subjeéts
did fcarce ever implore the Aid of foreign Powers,
in order to rebel and fhake off the Yoke. In fine
we have more Reafon to believe, that if the Hu-
guenots had been tranfported to Canada, they had
never departed from the Fealty they ow’d to their
natural Sovereign. But let that be as it will, I do
but fpeak as that King of Arragon did, who boaft-
ed, that if God had deign’d to confult him, he
could have given him feafonable Advice with R efe-
rence to the Symmetry and the Courfes of the Stars :
For, in like manner, 1 do affirm, that if the Coun-
cil of State had follow’d my Scheme, in the Space
of thirty or forty Years, New-France would have be-
come a finer and more flourifhing Kingdom than
{everal others in Europe.

A Difeourfe of the Intereft of the French, and of the
Englith, in North-America.

Ince Nsw-France and New-England {ubfift only
upon the Cod-Fifhery and the Fur-Trade, ’tis
the Intereft of thefe two Colonies to inlarge the
Number of the Ships employ’d in the Fithery, and
to encourage the Savages to hunt and fhoot Bea-
vers, by furnifhing them with what Arms and Am-

munition they have Occafion for. *Tis well known
that there’s a great Confumption of Codfith in the
Southern
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Southern Countries of Europe, and that few Com-
modities meet with a better and readier Market,
efpecially if they are good and well cured.

Thofe who alledge that the Deftruétion of the Jro-
quefe would promote the Intereft of the Colonies
of New-France, are Strangers to the true Intereft of
that Country ; for if that were once accomplifh’d,
the Savages who are now the French Allies, would
turn their greateft Enemies, as being then rid of
their other Fears. They would not fail to call in
the Euglifb, by Reafon that their Commodities are
at once cheaper and more efteem’d than ours;
and by that meansthe whole Commerce of that wide
Country would be wrefted out of our Hands,

I conclude therefore, that ’tis the Intereft of the
French to weaken the Iroguefe, but not to fee ’em
intirely defeated. I own, that at this Day they are
too ftrong, infomuch that they cut the 'Throats
of the Savages our Allies every Day. They have
nothing lefs in View, than to cut off all the Nati-
ons they know, let their Situation be never {o re-
mote from their Country. >Tis our Bufinefs to re-
duce 'em to one half of the Power they are now
poflefs’d of, if ’twere poffible ; but we do not go
the right Way to work. Above thefe thirty Years,
their ancient Counfellors have ftill remonftrated to
the Warriors of the five Nations, that ’cwas expe-
dient to cut off all the Savage Nations of Canada,
in order to ruin the Commerce of the French, and
after that to diflodge em of the Continent. With
this View they have carried the War above four or
five Hundred Leagues off their Country, after the
deftroying of feveral different Nations in f{everal
Places, as I thew’d you before.

*Twould be no difficult Matter for the French to
draw the froguefe over to their Side, to keep ’em from
plaguing the French Allies, and at the fame Time
to ingrofs all the Commerce with the five Irogriefe

Nations,
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Nations, that is now in the Hands of the Eng/ifh in
New-Tork. 'This might be eafily put in Execution,
provided the King would allow ten thoufand Crowns
a-Year for that End. 'The Method of effedting it
is this. In the firft Place, the Barksthat were for-
merly made Ufe of about Fort Frountenac, mult be
rebuilt, in order to convey to the Rivers of the T/ornoi-
touans and the Ownontagues, fuch Commodities as are
proper for ’em, and ro {zll ’em for the prime Coft
in France. Now this would put the King to the
Charge of about ten thoufand Crowns for Freight ;
and I’m perfuaded, that upon that Foot the Jrogue/e
would not be fuch Fools as to carry fo much as one
Beaver to the Englifb Colonies, and that for four
Reafons. 'The firft is, that whereas they muft
tranfport ’em fixty or eighty Leagues upon their
Backs to New-ork, they have not above feven or
eight Leagues Travelling from their own Villages,
to the Banks of the Lake of Froutenac. For a fe-
cond Reafon, ’tis manifeft that the Englifb can’t pof-
fibly let ’em have their Commodities fo cheap,
without being confiderable Lofers, and that there-
upon every Merchant would drop that fort of Trade.
The third is drawn from the Difficulty of having
Subfiftence upon the Road between the Iroguefe Vil-
lages and New-Tork ; for the Iroguefe go thither
in great Bodies, for fear of being furprized, and I
acquainted you before feveral Times, that there’s no
Venifon in that Side of the Country. The fourh
Reafon is this: In marching {o far from their Villa-
ges, they expofe their Wives, their Children, and
their fuperannuated Men, for a Prey to their Ene-
mies, who upon that Occafion may either kill em,
or carry ’em off ; and of this we have two Inftan-
ces already. Over and above the Cheapnefs of our
Commodities, ’twould likewife be requifite that we
made ’em Prefents every Year, and at the fame
Time intreated *em not to difturb the Repofe oé our

on-
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Confederate Savages, who are fuch Fools as to
wage War one with another, inftead of entring in-
to a joint League in Oppofition to the Iroguefe, the
moft redoubted of their Encmies, and thofe whom
they have moft Reafon to fear. In a Word, if we
would manage our Affairs with the Iroguefe to the
beft Advantage, we ought to put in Execution that
Project that I mentioned in my 23d Letter.

To alledge that thefe Barbarians have a Depen-
dance upon the Englifh, isa foolifh Plea; for they are
{o far from owning any Dependance, that when they
go to New-ork to truck their Skins, they have the
Confidence to put Rates upon the Goods they have
Occafion for, when the Merchants offer to raife
their Price. Ihave intimated already feveral Times,
that their Refpeét for the Englifb, is tack’d to the
Occafion they have to make Ufe of ’em ; that this is
the only Motive which induces ’em to' treat the
Englifb as their Brethren, and their Friends ; and
that if the French would fell ’em the Neceffaries of
Life, as well as Arms and Ammunition, at eafier
Rates, they would not make many Journies to the
Englifb Colonies. This is a Confideration that ought
to be chiefly in our View ; for if we minded it to
the Purpofe, they would be cautious of infulting
our Savage Confederates, as well as our felves. The
Governors General of Cznada would do well to
employ the fenfible Men of the Country that are
acquainted with our Confederates, in prefling ’em
to live in a good Correfpondence with one another,
without waging War among themfelves ; for moft
of the Southern Nations worm out one another in«
fenfibly, which affords Matter of Joy to the Iroguefe.
Now, ‘twere an eafy Matter to prevent this fatal
mouldering, by threatning to give ’em no further
Supplies of Commodities in their Villages. To this
Precaution, we ought to add that of endeavouring
to engage two or three Nations to live togtathe;; P

the
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the Outaonas, for Inftance, with the Hurous ; the
Sakis with the Pouteouatamis, alias Pyants. 1f all
thofe Nations who are imbarqued in a Confederacy
with us, would but agree one with another, and
put up their Quarrels, they would give themfelves
wholly to the Hunting of Beavers, which would
tend to the inlarging of our Commerce ; and befides,
they would be in a Condition of making one joint
Body, when the Jroguefe offer’d to attack either one
or t'other.

*Tis the Intereft of the Englifb to perfuade thefe
Nations, that the French have nothing lefs in view,
than to deftroy them as foon as they meet with an
Opportunity ; that the growing Populoufnefs of Ca-
nada, is a {ufficient Ground of Alarm, that they
ought to avoid all Commerce with the French, for
fear of being betray’d in. any Way whatfoever ;
that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and
the rebuilding of Barques for that Lake, is to them
a thing of the laft Importance, by reafon that the
French might in four and twenty Hours, makea De-
{cent from thence to their Villages, and carry off
their antient Men, their Women and their Chil-
dren, at a time when the Warriors might be in-
gag’d in the hunting of Beavers; That they would
promote their own Intereftby waging War with the
Erench from time to time, by ravaging the Seignories
and Settlements in the upper Part of the Country,
in order to oblige the Inhabitants to abdicate the
Colony, and to difcourage thofe who would other-
wife remove out of Frauce, and fettle in Canada ;
and in fine, That in time of Peace twould be very
proper to ftop the Coureurs de Bois at the Cataraéts of
the Outaouas River,and tofeize the Arms and Ammu-
pition that they carry to the Savages upon the Lakes.

Farther, if the Euglifh would purfue their Mca-
fures to the beft Advantage, they ought to ingage
the T/onontouans or the Goyognans 10 g0 nd {ettle
wpon the Banks of the Lake Erriéy 1

N
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of the River of Condé ; and at the fame time they
ought to builda Fort there, with fome long Barques
or Brigantines : For this is the moft convenient and
advantageous Poft of all that Country,and that for
an Infinity of Reafons which I am oblig’d to con-
ceal. Befidesthis Fort, they fhould build another
at the Mouth of the River des Frangois 5 and then
*twould be abfolutely impoffible for the Coureurs de
Beis to reach the Lakes.

They oughtlikewife to ingage the Savages of A-
¢adia in their Intereft ; which they may do with lit-
tle Charge. 'The Planters of New-Eugland fhould
mind this, as well as the fortifying of the Ports in
which they fith their Cod. As for the fitting out of
Fleets to deftroy the Colony, I would not advife the
Englifs to give themfelves that Trouble ; for fup-
pofing they were affur’d of Succefs, ’tis but fome
Places that can be reckon’d worth the while,

T'o conclude; I muft fay the Englifb in thefe Co-
loniesare too carelefs and lazy: The French Coureurs
de Bois, are much readier for Enterprizes, and the
Canadefe are certainly more vigilant and more active.
1t behoves the Inhabictants of New-2ork to inlarge
their Fur-trade by well-concerted Enterprizes ; and
thofe’ of New-England, to render the Cod-fithing
more beneficial to the Colony, by taking fuch Mea-
fures as many other People would, if they were as
advantageonfly feated. T do rot intend to fpeak of
the Limits of New-France, and New- England, for
they were never well adjufted ; tho’ indeed “twould
{eem that in feveral Treaties of Peace between
thefe two Xingdoms, the Boundaries were
ina Manner mark’d outin fome Places. Whatever
js in that Matter, the Decifion of it is too nice a
Pqint for one that can’t open his Mind without pull=
ing an old Houfe upon his Head.

Tbe End of tbe firfk Vobume.
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A TABLE explaining fome Terms
made ufe of in both Volumes.

A

Strolabe is 4 Mathematical Inftyument that can

fearce be ufed in the Ocean by reafon of the

Waves. There are two Sorts of them. The
firft are made ufe of by Ealt-India Mafiers, at &
time when the Sea is as [mooth as the Face of a
Looking-glafs. 2his fort is [erviceable in taking
the Height of the Sun, by the means of #wo little
Pins, which are bor'd fo as to bave two dioptrick
Perforations, that ferve to condui? the Rays of
light to that Luminary. ~The latter are fuch as the
Matbematicians commonly make ufe of for Aftrono-
wical Obfervations, and are furbif'd with Azi-
suths, Almucantara’s, Loxodromick Tuables, and
the Concentrick and Excentrick Tables of the Sphere,

B

Bank of New-found-land, or Bank in general, is a
rifing Ground inthe Sea, awhich [boots like a Hat be-
youd the other Brims. Tbe Bank of New-found-
land bas thirty'or forty Fathom Water, and is pav'd
with Cod-fifh.

Bafin, is ¢ bead of flagnating Water, not unlike a
Pool or Lake.

Bouteux fignifies little Nets belag’d to the end rgo:
Stick. The Fifbermen make nfe of them to catch Fifb
upon a fandy Ground, and efpecially Eels, upon the
fide of St. Laurence River.

Bouts de Quievres, are Nets #ot unlike BouteuX;
which [erve for the fame ufe.

Breaking ground fignifies the weighing Anchor and

tting to Sed. .
putting 1o T 4 Bels
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Brigantine, @ fall Ve(fel of one Deck, built of light
Wood, which plies both with Oars and Sails. *Tis
equally fbarp at Prow and Poop, and is built for a
quick Sailer.

8

Calumet in general fignifies a Pipe, being a Norman
Word, deriv’d from Chalumeau. Zhe Savages do
not underfiand this Word, for ’twas introduc’d to
Canada by the Normans when they firft [fettled
there 3 and bas fill continued in ufe amongft the
French Plamters. The Calumet or Pipe is call’d
in the Iroquefe Language Ganondaoe, and by the
other Savage Nations Poagan.

Canadefe or Canadans, are the Natives of Canada
[prung from a French Fatber and Mother. In the
Iflands of South-America the Natives born of
French Pareuts are called Creoles.

Capa y d’efpada, A Gafcogne Title wbich tbe Peo-
ple of that Province gave in former times by way
of Iromy, to the Memfcr: of the fupreme Council of
Canada, becaufe the firft Counfellors wore neither
Robe nor Sword, but walk’d wvery gravely with a
Cane in their Hands, both in the City of Quebeck,
and in the Hall,

Cafle téte fignifies a Club, or a Head-breaker. Zhe
Savages call it Affan Ouftick, Ouftick fignifying
the Head, and Affan, tobreak.

Channel is a Space of pretty deep Water between two
Banks, or between to Shoars. Commonly the Channels
are inclos’d by Flats, and for that reafon Bouys or
Mafis are fixt upon’em, in order to direlt the Pilets,
who feer cither by thefe Marks, or by [ounding,
for they would rum the Rifque of loofing their Ships,
if they did not keep exactly to the Channel,

Coaft along, fee Sweep.

Compafs of Variation. ’Tis larger than the ordinary
Compaffes, and [erves to point out the inequal Ms-
tions of the Needle, which leans always to the

North-
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North-Eaft in the other Hemifpbere, whereas it ftill
plies to the North-Ueft 5 in this, I mean on this
fide the Equinoftial Line : The Needle touchd
with the Loadfione departs from the true North a
certain Number of Degrees to the right and Jeft 5
and Mariners compute the Degrees of its Departure
by the means of an Albidada, and a Thread which
divides the Glafs of the Compafs into two equal
Parts, and [o fbews the Variation of the Needle at
Sun-fet, that being the true proper time for making
the Obfervation ; for at Sun-rifing, and at Noss,
one may be deceiv’'d by Refraltions, &ec.

Coureurs de Bois, i. . Foreft Rangers,are French or
Canadefe, [0 call’d from employing their whole Life
in the rough Exercife of tranfporting Merchandize
Goods to the Lakes of Canada, and to all the otber
Countries of that Continent, in order to trade with
the Savages: And in regard that they run in Ca-
nows a thoufand Leagues up the Country, not with-
franding the Danger of the Sea and Enemies, 1take
it, they Jbould rather be called Coureurs de Rif-
ques, than Coureurs de Bois.

E

Eddy, or boiling Water, is little Watery Mountains
that rife at the Foot of Water-falls or Cataraits, juft
as we [ee the Water plays in the Cifterns of Water-
works.

Edge of a Bank, isthe Shelving Part of it that runs
fiecp like a Wall.

F

Fathom, among the French is the Meafure of fix Foot.

Feaft of Union, @ Term us’d by the Iroquefe to fignify
the renewing of the Alliance berween the five Iro-
quefe Nations.

Flats are @ Ridge of Rocks running under Water frem
one Station to anotbery and rifing within five or fix
Foot at leaft of the Surface of that Element, foasto
binder Sbips, Barques, &c.to float upon *em.

Fraight
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Fraight, fignifies in this Book the Cargo, the® in otliéi
Cafes in fignifies-likewife the Hire or Fare.
Furl the Sails, fianifies the Drawing them up to a
Heap towards the Zopmaft, not long ways as we do
tke Curtains of a Bed, but from below upwards.

Zhis is done by two Ropes, that draw up the Sail as
a String does a Purfe.

H

Head-Bars are two round Pieces of Wyod, reaching on
each fide from one end of a Canow to the other.
Thefe are the Supporters of the Canow, for the Ribs
and Spars are made faft upen them.

K

Keel of @ Ship, is a long Piece of the firongeft Woody
or at leaft [everal Pieces join'd together, to bear the
great Weight of all the other Timber.

Kitchi Okima, is the general Name for the Governor
General of Canada among aif the Savages, whofe
Langnages approach to that of the Algonkins. Kitchi
Jignifies Great, and Okima, Captain, The Iroquefe
and Hurons call the Governor General Onnontio,

L.

Latitude, Ewvery Body knows that it imports the Eles
wation of the Pole, or the Diftance from a fix’d Point
of the Equator,

Land-carriage fignifies the Tranfporting of Canows by
Land from the Foot- to the Head of & Catarait, of
Jrom one River to another,

Light Sbips are fuch as arz empty without any Cargo.

%

Poop is the Stern or After-part of the Ship in which
the Rudder is fix’d.

Precipice of a Bank, fee Edge.

Prow is the Head or Fore-par of a Ship which cuts

the Water firfh.
Q
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Quarter. : Tho® the Word Quarter in a Maritime
Senfey is not well explain’d ; I put the Meaning of it
to be this. The North Q;mrter comprebends the
Space that lies between North-Weft and North-Eaf.
Tbe Eaft Quarter runs from Nerth-Eaff to South-
Eaff. The South Quarter comprebends that part
of the Heavens that falls between South-Eaff and
South-Weft : And the Weft Quarter extends from
South-Weft to North-Ieft. :

R.

Refitting of a Ship, fignifies the repairing and dreffing
of ity and putting it into a Condition to [ail, by pyt-
ting in new Planks, canlking the Seams, &c.

Ribs of a Canow, are much like thofe of a Pink, only
there’s this Difference, that they line the Canow only
on the In-fide from one Head Bar to another, upon
which they are inchas’'d. They have the Thickuefs
of three Crowns, and the Breadth of four Inches.

Ruche, an Infirument for fifbing, refembling a Bee-hive.

S.

Scurvy, is a Corruption of the Mafs of Blood. There ave
two forts of it 5 one called the Land Scurvy, which
Ioads a Man with Infirimities that gradually bring bim
to bis Grawe ; the other isthe Sea Scurvy, which jn-
fallibiy kills @ Man in 8 Days unlefs ke gets a-fhoar.

Shieve, i. e. Row the wrong Way, in order to affif the
Steer[man to fieer the Boat, and to keep the Boat in
tbe Channel. '

Shoot. 7o fhoot a Water-fall or Catarai?, implies the
runiing a Boat down thefe dangerous Precipices, fol-
lowing the Streaw of the Water, and fleering very
nicely.

Sledges are a Conveniency for travelling, built in ai
oblong quadrangular Form, upon two Pieces of IV vd,
which are 4 Foot long, and fix Foot broad ; upoi the
Wood there are [everal Pieces of Cloth or Hide
nail'd to keep the Wind off. Thefe two Pieces of

: : Hoqd
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Weod are very bard, and well fmooth’d, that they
may flide the better on Snow or Ice. Such are the
Her[e Sledges. But thofe drawn by Dogs are open,
and made of two little Pieces of bard, (mooth, and
Shining Woody which are balf an Inch thicky 5 Foot
“long, and a Foot and a balf broad.

Spars are little Pieces of Cedar Wood, of the Thicknefs
of a Crowy and the Breadth of 3 Inches, and as long
as they can be made. They do the [ame Service to a
Canow, that a good Lining does to a Coat.

Stand n for Land, fignifies to (ail divectly towards it.

Steer a Ship, imports the managing of a Ship by the
means of a Rudder, (as we do a Horfe with a Bri-
dle) when there’s Wind enough to work ber ; but if
there be no Wind, a Ship is more unmoveable than
a Gouty Perfon in an Elbow Charr.

Stem @ Tide or the Current of a River, i. e.to [ail
againfi the Current, or to fleer for the Place from
whence the Tides or Currents come.

S:rike, to fivike the Sails or Flag fignifies the lowering
of “em, whether it be to fubmit to an Enemy, or by
reafon of bigh Winds.

Sweep a Coaft, fignifies to fail along the Coaft fide at @
reafonable Diftance.

T

*Fop-gallant-Mafts are two little Mafts fet upon the two
Tup-Mafts, and bave two Sails fitted for’em.

7T op-Sails are two Sails fitted for the two Top-Mafts,
which fiand divectly above the two great Mafts. :

Traverfe. Totraver(e fignifies [ailing Ligzag, or from
fide to fide as a drunken Man reels, when the Wind
is contrary, for then they are oblig’a to tack [ome-
times to the vight, and [ometimes to the left, keep~
tng as near to the Wind as they can, in_order to
wnake what way they can,or at leaft to prevent their
iofing Ground.

Tree of Peace,a Symbolick Metaphor for Peace itfelf.



















































































































































































































































































