



























































































































































































































































































































































RICHARD JOHN UNIACKE. 111

mient or privacy, while the difficulty of acecess at the Mount would render
him comparatively safe from interruption. It is also said that he passed
close by Mount Uniacke on his way from Cumberland to Halifax
as a prisoner, and that he was then struck with the resemblance which
the place bore to the family seat in Ireland and said that he would like to
own it. In confirmation of this statement, which seems rather apocry-
phal, it may be mentioned that on the sixth of October, 1786—very early
in his career—Mr. Uniacke received a grant of one thousand acres of
land in Hants Connty and on the Windsor Road. This was the original
Mount Uniacke property, to which 4000 acres were added in 1819. In
his later years Mr. Uniacke, as has been said, spent much of his time at
the Mount, improved the property and indulged Lis taste for agriculture.
He was, I am informed, a leading member of the Agricultural Society of
the time. He collected a remarkably fine library and devoted much of
his indoor leisure to reading. I have myself seen in the library at the
Mount the large chair in which it was the custom of the old Attorney
General to sit and smoke and read. His life at Mount Uniacke was in
many ways truly Arcadian ; but in Arcadia there were no books, nor
newspapers, nor tobacco.

Monseigneur Plessis, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Quebec, paid a
pastoral visit to this province in 1815 ; and an extract from his private
diary, given by Archbishop O'Brien in his Memoirs of Bishop DBurke,
serves to illustrate the character of Mr. Uniacke’s hospitality and to give
a vivid impression of life at Mount Uniucke in the summer of that year.
Speaking of the first day of his journey from Halifax to Dighy County
the Bishop says :

“We were to stay that evening at a superb country house belonging
to Mr. Uniacke, (the elder,) a Member of Council, Attorney General,
Judge of the Admiralty, &e., who had urgently entrcated the Bishop to
rest there in passing. It is nine leagues from the town. We arrived
very late. ¥ * * * Madam Uniacke and Lady Mitehell, her step-daugh-
ter, received us with as much courtesy as these English ladies, stiff and
starched as they usually are, can show. After tea to each of us was
apportioned an immense room perfectly furnished with chairs, tables,
chests of drawers, stoves, (mounted all the year round it appeared,) and
excellent beds, each large enough to accommodate a whole family. The
following morning we had time to look at this immense and costly house,
with its innumerable dependencies, bath rooms, billiard rooms, baleonies,
servants’ (uarters, well kept groves on the borders of a large and rather
deep lake, the waters of which are carried to the sea by several small
streams ; nothing that could render this place charming has been
neglected.” ¢ After breakfast,” the Archbishop tells us, * which was
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speech that it kept the company in roars of laughter.” Some of this
laughter I am afraid was at the expense of Judge Halliburton, for, unless
I am mistaken, this was the occasion when the judge, in descanting on
the many good qualities of Scotland and her sons, brought his praise to
a climax by informing his hearers that there were no beggars in Seotland,
and when Uniacke, in replying, concurred with his ¢ friend the Judge ’ as
to the many admirable features of the Scotch character, but said that he
could readily understand why there were no beggars in Scotland, because
every one knew it was useless {o ask charity from a Scotchman.

Occasionally the joke was against Uniacke. On one occasion, when
dining at Government House, he told some most improbable story to a
colonel who sat beside him, and undertook to give it credence by saying,
as he ended, “’Pon my word, Colonel, I should not have believed
it if I had not seen it myself.” Whereupon Sir John Coape Sherbrooke,
who was Lieutenant Governor at the time, added : * Then, Mr. Uniacke,
you will pardon me if I do not believe it.”

At a dinner given on the 17th of May, 1820, at Masonic Hall by
the inhabitants of Halifax to Lord Dalhousie, the Attorney General
returned thanks for his old rival the Chief Justice :

“ He said he had known the chief justice from early life, they had
in their youth been rival candidates for fame, and each one valuing his
abilities more than those of his antagonist, the most unpleasant conse-
quences had ensued— they had both lived to be advanced in years, and
it was time those fiery passions should subside—for his part they most
certainly had, and he must thus publicly express his opinion of his
Lordship that from the knowledge which a long and extensive practice
at the bar had afforded himn of his character, he could assert, without the
fear of contradiction, that he is an honest, impartial, and upright judge.”
—3 Murdoch, 454.

His last appearance, so far as I know, on any public social occasion
was at a dinner given on the 23rd July, 1823, to Lord Dalhousie, then

on a visit to Halifax, when the Attorney General occupied the Chair,
and Speaker Robie the Vice Chair.

Before guitting the social aspect of my hero’s later years I may be
allowed to borrow once more from Mr. Hill’s bright and amusing paper :

“ Whilst I am speaking of Mr. Uniacke, let me tell you an anecdote
of him told me by the late Judge Wilkins, whose daughter, by the way,
married a grandson of the Attorney General. I think the Judge must
have heard this anecdote from his father.

On one occasion an evening party was taking place at the residence
of a gentleman (the Honorable Charles Hill) on Hollis Street, situate off
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SHIPS OF WAR LOST, ETC., 18TH CENTURY. 125

On the 17th of November, 1780, the brig St. Lawrence, chartered
by the British government, left Quebec with Lieutenant Prenties of the
S4th Regiment, charged with important dispatches from General
Haldimand, Commander-in-chief of Canada, to Sir Henry Clinton of
New York. Off Gaspe they encountered lead winds whieh delayed
them several days. During this time the weather became intensely
cold and the ice began to form to an alarming degree. The wind kept
gradually inereasing until the st of December when it blew a perfect
gale, causing the ship to leak so badly that the pumps had to be kept
constantly worked. During the 2nd and 3rd the ice formed so on the
ship’s sides as to impede her way, and the leak continued to gain on
them. On the following day they fell in with a eutter which had sailed
a few days after them with Ensign Drummond of the 44th Regiment,
carrying duplicate dispatches of General Haldimand to New York.
The cutter, far from being able to render them any assistance, was as
leaky as the ship, having ran on a reef while coming down the river
through the neglect of the pilot. A heavy snow storm set in, and in
order not to part company a gun was fired every half hour. Through
the night the cutter ceased to answer the guns from the ship, having
foundered with all on board. On the 5th the gale increased, and the
ship’s erew being now overcome with cold and fatigue, seeing no pros-
pect of gaining on the leak—the water having reached four feet in the
hold—nor the prospect of making any port, abandoned the pumps and
declared themselves quite indifferent as to their fate, prefering the
alternation of going down with the ship to that of suffering such severe
and incessant labor in so desperate a sitnation. The sea was now run-
ning very high and the heavy falling snow prevented them seeing twenty
yards ahead of the vessel. The mate had judged from the distance
run that they were not far from the Magdalen Islands. His conjecture
was well founded, for in less than an hour the sea was heard breaking
upon the rocks, and socn after Deadman’s Island was diseovered close
under the lee. Having happily cleared the main island they were still
far from being seeure ; for almost immediately they found themselves in
the midst of the smaller islands, and there appeared little probabilic; of
their passing clear of all in like mauner—not being able to distinguish
any one of them in time to avoid it. They were thus obliged to leave
the vessel to the direction of Providence, and fortunately or rather
miraculously ran through them all without damage.

The excitement and anxicty among the erew while in the midst of
those rocks may be easily imagined. And now that the danger was


























































































LOUISBOURG : AN HISTORICAL SKETCH. 155

alterations and additions,—often very considerable ones,—to the original
plan ; this not necessarily to imply ignorance or lack of care on the
part of his predecessors, but to show to his superior officer that he has a
mind and ideas of his own, and that he is fully up to date in his profes-
sion,—in a word, that he is a valuable man.  Apart from this, it seems
indisputable that for all practical purposes, the fortifications of Louis-
bourg were completed many years before the arrival of the New England
Armada. As early as 1728 the Governor, de Brouillan, in a despatch to
the Minister of Marine, states that the fortifications are almost
finished, and in October, 1733, he reports that they are completed.
Six years later de DBrouillan was succeeded by de Forant, who
reported officially a few weeks after his arrival :  “ We have found the
“ fortifications in good condition, considering the faet that in this climate
“ mortar will not hold when exposed to the air; and thisis so well
“known that settlers who have the means to do so, face their houses
“swith boards. M. Verrier has done well in getting the battlements
“and remainder of the new enciente faced in that way.”  Further cor-
respondence speaks of more work being necessary ; but sueh undoubtedly
had reference to repairs, or additions decided on after the eompletion of
the main defences. As to the exaet armament of the various works in
the spring of 1745, there is a wide difference of opinion among the
authorities on the subjeet. The chief fortifications, enclosing the town,
had embrasures for 148 guns ; but by what seems to have been extraor-
dinary earelessness, there was not mueh more than half that number of
cannon in position. The Royal batttery, on the west side of the
harbour, mounted 18 forty-two-pounders and 2 eighteen-pounders ; while
the Island battery, which commanded the ecntrance, had by actnal
count immediately after the surrender, 26 heavy guns and 4 swivels.
The garrison amounted to about 1800 men, regulars and militia ; the
population of the town itself was about 4000.

War between Franee and England was deeclared by the former
power on the 15th Mareh, 1744, and the news reached Louisbourg early
in May. The Governor at once adopted measures both defensive and
offensive, little thinking that the effects of the latter would, within
one short year, recoil on himself, or rather on his suceessor ; for, as we
have already noted, he died in the following November. England was
now his active enemy ; and he lost no time in striking at her power.

‘While Britain had by treaty been the sovercign lord of Nova Seotia
for over thirty years, her hold on that colony was in reality a very












-
LOTJISBOURG : AN HISTORICAL SKETCH. 159

“ England people, that its very probable a large body of men may be
“raised there to assist in any such design. And if proper Officers are
“gent from England in the Summer to exercise theni, they may by the
“ ensuing spring be well diseiplined, as all their Youth are expert in the
“use of fire arms. from the unrestrained liberty of Iowling, which
“ obtains in all the Provinces, and I conceive the Spring is the nost
¢ proper season to attack the place before the Men of Warr and Fishing
* Vessells come from France, for in the Winter they have few men
“ except the Garrisons, and Boston being a proper Port for our Fleet to
‘“ harbour in the Winter, we may block up the Harbour of Breton
“ pefore the ships from France can come upon the coast.”

It will be noted that these primary representations of the great
desirability of the reduction of Lounisbourg came from New York ; the
next plea emanated from an official of the province of Massachusetts
Bay, Judge of His Majesty’s Court of Viee-Admiralty for that province
and for New Hampshire  His proposal is dated from his lodgings in
Cecil-street, London, the 9th of April, 1744, but was not published
until July of the following year, when it appeared in pamphlet form,
entitled, ¢ The Importance of Cape DBreton to the DBritish Nation,
“ humbly represented by Robert Auckmuty, Judge, &c., in New England.
“N. B. Upon the plan laid down in this representation, the island was
‘“ taken by Commodore Warren and General Pepperill on the 14th of
“ June, 1745.”  Auckmuty’s proposal also appeared in the Gentleman’s
Magazine of that month (July). It suggests an expedition similar in
general design to that which set out, and states that there would likely
be little or no objection on the part of the provincial governments to
bear their share of the burden; to use his own language, ‘ Having
‘“ experienced the loyalty of the Massachusetts for twenty-seven years,
“I presume to engage they will cheerfully furnish their complement.”

All the foregoing proposals for the expedition were, be it noted,
written by eivilians, not soldiers ; and to this fact it may possibly be
due that they appear to have evoked no responsive echo in those to
whom they were addressed. They were for English eyes alone ; and to
the Englishman of that day Cape Breton was practically a myth. On
the minds of the King’s Ministers, eolonial matters and eolonial troubles
sap lightly, and we ean well imagine were at this time quite eclipsed by
the cheequered events occurring nearer home.  War with Spain had
been declared in 1739, forced by the merchants and trading classes who
had for years felt the strong hand of Spanish repression on their
business, and even on their rights, in the South American trade.
Unknown to Walpole, England’s First Minister, a compact for mutual
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to thwart British interests in Acadia ; but in spite of their efforts, the
sturdy settlers of the new town held together and flourished.

With the new French garrison had come an old friend to Ile Royale,
M. Bigot, again as commissary ; here he remained several years before
going to the scenes of his greater trinmphs in Canada. The paternal
and benevolent qualities of King Louis came well to the front in this
and succeeding years, for the official correspondence shows that he
granted subsistence to all the inhabitants of the town and vicinity,
numbering altogether about 3200 souls.  Many Acadians came in
and took up land ; and several German families, who had come
out to Halifax, were induced to migrate to Ile Royale. Recruits
for the garrison were sent out in considerable numbers; one large
party must have endured considerable badinage on their arrival,
as for some unexplained reason their nether garments went a-missing
—a defieiency which they had to supply from empty sacks. In
1751 Desherbiers retired, and was succeeded by the Count de Raymond,
an Anglophobe of the most pronounced type. By a curions irony of
fave his secretary was M. Pichon, who subsequently deserted to the
British, and published a valuable and interesting book on Cape Breton,
now of considerable rarity. Raymond was a capable officer, and spent
100,000 livres in opening a road from Louisbourg to Port Toulouse,—a
work for which he was severely censured by the authorities at home.
In November of the same year he reported the discovery of coal near La
Baie Espagnol, (Sydney), and wished to form a fortified settlement there
without delay. He was evidently of an arbitrary temper, was continually
yuarrelling with the commissary, and in 1753 was recalled at his own
request. To succeed him M. d’Aillebout came out from France in Decem-
ber ; but his reign did not exceed twelve months, and M. de Drucour
was installed as governor at the end of 1754.  During these years few
matters worthy of special mention occurred in the town. In Acadia the
war—if sueh it can be called—was being carried on, and items eoncerning
its varied fortunes occupied a large share of the official correspondence.
Louisbourg still ealled loudly for recruits, provisions, arms and stores of
all kinds, indicating either a culpable degree of neglect on the part of
the Home authorities, or a high degree of efficiency on the part of the
English men-of-war cruising on the station, in capturing French supply
vessels bound for the port ; and, from the correspondence, it would seem
that this was the real cause of the dearth.

The peace between the two powers had been to a large extent a
nominal one so far as Awmerica was concerned ; petty acts of hostility—






_LOUISBOURG : AN HISTORICAL SKEICH. 187

The control of British interests in America was now vested in the
Farl of Loudon, an officer whose conduct of the war has met with
eriticism muainly of an unfavourable nature. By some writers he has been
condemned in the most unsparing terms; from others he has received
a certain measure of defence. A labored argnment of forty-five printed
pages was published in his behalf early in 1758, in which the writer—
to his own satisfaction in any case—aequitted the noble earl of all
imputed errors in judgment and tardiness in action. One thing is clear,
and that is that his efforts were unquestioned failures. He was a man
of ordinary parts ; while that campaign to have been a success, called
for a leader brilliant in conception, quick in action, and abounding in
tact. In these qualities Lord Loudon was singularly deficient.

In the fall of 1756 he proposed to the miinistry a plan of campaign
for the following summer, which had for its first and main object, the
reduction of Louisbourg. This met with their concurrence ; but their
part of the programme, the ‘despatch of a large fleet and a powerful
military force to ec-operate with Loudon, was perfornied in so dilatory a
manner, that it was net until the fifth of May that the fleet left
England. It reached Halifax (the pre-arranged rendezvous) early in
July, where its commander, Vice-Admiral Holbourne, found Loudon with
about six thousand troops just arrived from New York. The eombined
forces now numbered at least eleven thousand men, and twenty-two ships-
of-war were in the harhour ready to convey them to immediate attack on
the Cape Breton capital. But the worthy commander-in-chief was seized
with sudden fear that his men were insufficiently drilled,and that the com-
missariat stores required replenishing ; a brilliant series of sham fights
and other manceuvres was indulged in, and much time and care devoted
to planting large quantities of vegetables to grace the mess-tables. This
work occupied all hands fully until the Ist of August, when it was
thought to be time to go en with the main object of their expedition ;
the troops were leisurely embarked, and all was ready, when on the 4th,
a schooner arrived from -Newfoundland with news that the enemy had
got together in Louishourg harbour a fleet of twenty-three large vessels,
and that the fortress was garrisoned by a force of not less than seven
thousand men.  To the Earl of Loudon this was most alarming intelli-
gence. Iis most active brigadier, Lord Charles Hay, had been placed
under arrest a few days before for having stated that the commander-in-
chief’s policy had resulted in “keeping the soldicrs’ courage at bay, and
“ expending the nation’s wealth in making sham-fights and planting
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“that is not better off than are the officers of the Louisbourg garrison.”

There is a measure of pathos in such statements that cannot but eommand
our respect and sympathy. The governor’s allies and friends added to
his perplexities in this matter, they being evidently blessed with very
healthy appetites, as in a despateh acknowledging the arrival of provi-
sions he adds that the Acadians and Indians consumed vast quantities.

Montealm, who had by this time acquired a knowledge of the dogged
persisteney of the English in their warfare, did not overlook the pro-
bability of another attack on Cape Breton. In September ke writes :
“We have apprehensions for Louisbourg ; it would require a prineipal
“man of more strength than those who are there.” On the 4th of
November of this year, he reports to the Home authorities that the
ehief engineer officer (de Pontleroy) had left Louisbourg on the 27th of
September, and “ he has reassured us for this year against all attacks on
“Ile Royale on the part of the English (by reason of the storm).

But adds : ““ Will not the English winter their troops at }I"llfd\ fmd
“ New England, in order to be beforehand with us next year if they
“ean P’

The French commander’s apprehensions were well founded. Eng-
land had been in a ferment of political exeitement, which ceased only
on the re-appointment to power of the Great Commoner, William
Pitt, who inaugurated an administration, which—in the eloquent words
of Lord Mahon—was “ the greatest and most glorious, perhaps, whieh
“ England had ever yet known—an administration not always, indeed,
“free from haste or error in its schemes, and, no doubt, owing their
‘“ suceess in part to the favour of Fortune, and to the genius of generals ;
“Dbut still . . . . pre-eminently strong at home, and victorious abroad.”
The new minister was stung by the failure of Loudon’s expedition,
and publiely eensured him in the House of Commons. To retrieve the
failure was his first step in dealing with the affairs of the war in America.
Preparations for an expedition on a large seale were begun in the
autumn, and early in Febrnary, 1758, everything was ready for a start.
Admiral Boseawen held the chief naval command, and the eombined
force was a remarkably strong one, eomprising forty-one ships-of-war,
with an army of over eleven thousand men. Major-General Jeffery
Ambherst was in eommand, with three brigadiers, Lawrenee, Whitmore
and Wolfe ; but the genius of the latter dominated the whole enterprise.
On the part of the French ample preparation had been made for the
coming storm, of which they had been kept fully advised through a spy

.
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supported by Fraser’s Highlanders. They pulled hard for the shore, but
were greeted with such a storm of shot and shell that they recoiled ;
however, three boats on the right, manned by light infantry-men, dashed
towards the beach, and made good their landing ; clinging to the rocks
they defended themselves as well as was possible, until their comrades
came up, and with fire and steel made a fatal gap in the French line of
defence. It is said that during all the time that the men were lying
low in the boats under the heavy fire of the French batteries, Wolfe
alone disdained all cover, and stood upright, directing the actions of
the rowers along the line,—a central tigure to which all looked, and
from which all dre\z confidence and patient valour. Here, as throughout
the whole siege, he was the soul and energy of the undertaking.

The landing was now an assured fact, and had been made at a sur-
prisingly small loss of life, six officers and forty-four men having been
killed or drowned, and three officers and fifty-five men wounded.
The men in the other divisions of the attacking army were quickly on
shore, and the Freuch were hurriedly driven back into the town, after
losing about seventy-five men ; all their cannon, (thirty-three pieces)
stores, and tools, fell into the hands of the British. Onece on shore the
encampment was quickly formed; but the continued heavy weather
made the landing of the artillery and ammunition a very slow affair.

Limited space forbids my giving much detail of this, the second and
last siege of Louisbourg. Much has been written about it, and its events
are familiar to every student of our history; but it may be noted
that the most complete and accurate journal yet published of the siege
is that which appeared in one of the earlier volumes of this Society’s
¢ Collections.” A brief summary can alone be attempted here.

No time was lost in getting to work. On the 12th, Wolfe, with a
detachment of twelve hundred men, marched around the harbour and
took possession of Lighthouse Poiut, securing his communications with
the main body by establishing small fortified posts on the circuit. On
the 17th, Amherst fixed on the point from which to begin his trenches
for the main attack on the fortress, and work was forthwith begun. On
the following day Wolfe, having by this time got up scme Leavy guns
rear the Lighthouse, opened fire first on the shipping, then on the
Island Battery ; by the 25th the latter work was destroyed, and its fire
ceased. This left the harbour open to the British war-ships; but the
Freneh commander promptly met this emergency by sinking six of his
ships across the narrowest part of the channel.  From this time on the
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Successor. Through the absence of Mrs. Salter, the good
man had learned what husbands are apt to learn only in
such circumstances—that housekeeping or homekeeping
has its peculiar worries. Malachy Salter, Jr., and the
other little Salters were well and lively ; Hagar, the cook
—undoubtedly a slave—had done her best to please her
master by maintaining his credit as a generous as well as
frequent entertainer ; but the worthy magistrate had found
more than his match in the boy Jack. ‘‘Jack is Jack
still,”” he wrote to Mrs. Salter, ““ but rather worse. I am
obliged to exercise the cat or stick almost every day. 1
believe Halifax don’t afford another such idle, deceitful
villain. Pray purchase a Negro boy, if possible.”

The purchase of a Negro boy at that day in New
England must have been easily possible. Slaves were
more numerous at the time in Connecticut and Rhode
Island than in Massachusetts, but in the latter province
their number was by no means small. The General
Court of the province in 1646, in its strong opposition to
the ‘“hainous and crying sinn of man-stealing,” had
undertaken to send back to ‘“ Gynny,” with a letter of
explanation and apology, some negroes who had been
kidnapped and brought to New England ; but rage at the
cruelty of the savage red men, leading to the shipping of
Indian captives to the West Indies for sale there, and the
extreme difficulty of obtaining ‘“ help” for in-door and
out-door work, soon blunted the feelings of the New
England Puritan. In spite of the prohibition of
‘“ bond slaverie, villinage,” and other feudal servitude by
the ninety-first article of the Body of Liberties, in less
than half a century he adopted the universal and unques-
tioned practice of Christian nations, and negro slavery
flourished in New England as in Virginia ; Newport, in
Rhode Island, being thenorthern centre of the Africantrade,
and from 1707 to 1732 a tax of three guineas being
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prophets ” as authorities to have been sincere, and their
words to have been no mere ‘“ cloak of covetousness.”

The presence of a young Negro slave in Halifax in
1759 would not have caused any great excitement among
its citizens. It is pessible that a few Negroes may have
accompanied the original settlers of the town over the
ocean. The number of unnamed male ‘“servants” con-
nected with the families of certain individuals—ten in one
case belonging to that of a shipwright—is otherwise diffi-
cult of explanation. Their employment in the work
incident to the building of a city on a site so rocky as that
selected would be reasonable, while the great number of
‘““slaves or servants for life’’—as they were termed in
legal documents of that period—to be at all times found
in ports of the United Kingdom would render their transfer
across the ocean easy of accomplishment. That slaves were
present about that period at Halifax, whether from Britain
or from New England, is certain, since in September, 1751,
when the pressure of building operations had become
lighter, the Boston ZFEvening Post advertised: ¢ Just
arrived from Halifax and to be sold, ten strong, hearty
Negro men, mostly tradesmen, such as caulkers, carpen-
ters, sailmakers and ropemakers. Any person wishing to
purchase may inquire of Benjamin Hallowell of Boston.”

The name of one slave who in 1752 trod the streets of
Halifax may be found in a will made on February 28 of
that year and preserved among the probate records of the
city. In this document the testator, Thomas Thomas,
‘¢ late of New York, but now of Halifax,” having arranged
for the disposition of all his ¢ goods, chattels and
negroes,” his plate excepted, of which he should ‘¢ die
possessed in New York,” adds : ¢ But all my plate and
my negro servant Orange, that now lives with me at
Halifax, I leave and bequeath to my son.”
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establishment of Messrs. Simonds & White at the mouth
of the St. John River in June, 1767. During that month
James Simonds wrote to Messrs. Hazen & Jarvis, partners
at Newburyport, Mass: ‘ We have promised thirty to
forty hogsheads of lime to Mr. Best, of Halifax, and
hourly expect a vessel for it, and have encouragement of a
contract for the King’s works; expect nothing but to
disappoint him, as that rascal negro, West, cannot be
flattered or drove to.do one-fourth of a man’s work ; shall
give him a strong dose on Monday morning which will
make him better or worse ; no dependence can be put on
him.” If Thomas West were a slave, and free Negroes
were rare in America at that day, he may be regarded as
the first slave laborer on New Brunswick soil. On the
printed form on which the census returns of the ¢ Settle-
ment at the Harbor of St. John River” for 1775 were made
was no separate column for Negroes, such as may be found
in some similar blanks of that period.

During the subsequent years of the period under
review, advertisements respecting slaves continued to
appear in the Halifax weckly paper. In such fyles as
have been preserved are several notices of sale and numer-
ous offers of rewards for the apprehension of runaways. In
the Nova Scotia Gazetie and Weekly Chronicle of March
28, 1775, a ““likely, well-made Negro boy, about sixteen
years old,” is offered for sale; and in the issue of the same
paper for January, 1749, attention is called to an ‘“able
Negro wench, about twenty-one years of age, capable of
performing both town and country work, and an exceed-
ingly good cook,” also to be disposed of. A little later
two other Negro girls were advertised for sale, one of them
about twenty-two years of age, the other about fourteen.
In all these cases intending purchasers were directed to
¢ apply for further information to the printer.”

Advertisements of absconding slaves at this time were
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right eye. Had on when she went away a red cloth
petticoat, a red-baize bed-gown, and a red ribbon about
her head. Whoever may harbour said Negro girl, or
encourage her to stay away from her said master, may
depend upon being prosecuted as the law directs; and
whoever may be so kind as to take her up and send her
home to her said master shall be paid all costs and charges
with two dollars reward for their trouble.”” Poor Thurs-
day’s liberty, in consequence of her conspicuous outfit, or
the cupidity of some mean-spirited individual, proved
short ; for in the ‘“ inventory of the late John Rock,” as
recorded in the Halifax probate court in 1776, this item—
“ A Negro wench, named Thursday,” appears in a very
varied list of property. The poor slave girl was valued
by the appraisers at twenty-five pounds, Nova Scotia
currency ; but the executors in their final account of the
estate report her as sold to John Bishop for only twenty
pounds.

Other interesting facts in relation to slavery may be
gathered from these old court records. The executors of
the estate of John Margerum, deceased, acknowledge the
receipt of £29 gs. 415d—*“ nett proceeds of a Negro boy
sold at Carolina” in 1769. In their report, 1770, from
the estate of Joseph Gerrish of Halifax, the executors
announce a loss of thirty pounds on three Negroes
appraised at one hundred and eighty pounds, but actually
sold for one hundred and fifty to Richard Williams and
Abraham Constable. In the same account occurs an item

1 John Rock seems to have been a citizen of some repute. In
January, 1756, he obtained the license to run the ferry between Halifax and
Dartmouth. The records of St. Paul's church show that occasional meet-
ings of the wardens and vestry were held at his residence. In a list of
donors to St. Paul's his name stands second, but for the largest amount—
seven hundred pounds. This list may be seen near the entrance to the
church. The name of John Margerum, mentioned in the next paragraph,
appears on a stone marking his grave in the old St. Paul's cemetery in this

city. The date of his death, 1763, and the inscription ¢ Christ gave
Himself a sacrifice for all,” is on the stone.
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the goods and chattels of John Porter, late of Cornwallis,
deceased, signed in 1784 by leading men of the township,
are these items: ‘“One grain fan, fifteen shillings; one
negro man, eighty pounds; books, thirty shillings.” As
those of kind and thoughtful slave-owners may be quoted
the well-knownnames of Jonathan Shearman and Benjamin
Belcher, both of Cornwallis. The first of these, in a will
dated in 1809, when slaves had become virtually free,
makes as a condition of his will the maintenance by his
wife and daughter of ““my Negro woman, Chlee, comfort-
ably during her life, should she remain with them as
heretofore.” The will of Mr. Belcher, made in 1801,
shows his slaveholding to have been upon a more exten-
sive scale ; and to have been conducted, according to the
circumstances of that day, with a solicitude for the higher
interests of his slaves in harmony with his position as a
leading manager of the affairs of the parish church. In a
section of this will his executors are instructed : 1 give
and bequeath my Negro woman to my beloved wife during
her lifetime and after her death at her disposal ; I give and
bequeath my Negro boy called Prince to my son, Stephen
Belcher, during his life, after that to his eldest surviving
son; I give my Negro girl called Diana to my daughter,
Elizabeth Belcher Sheffield, and after her death to her
eldest male heir of her body ; I give my Negro man named
Jack and my Negro boy Samuel and Negro boy James
and Negro girl called Chlee to my son Benjamin and his
heirs for ever ; charging these my children unto whom I
have entrusted these Negro people with never to sell,
barter or exchange them or any of them under any preten-
sion except it is for whose bad and heinous offences as will
not render them safe to be kept in the family, and that to
be adjudged of by three Justices of the Peace in said
Township, and in such case on their order they may be

sold and disposed of. And I further request that as soon
2
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and Mrs. Kane, with three each ; O'Sullivan Sutherland
and Joseph Totten, each with four; the widow S. Grant
and George Sutherland, each with five; and Mrs. Chandler,
with six servants. According to the returns from Clements
and Moose River, Captain Douwe Ditmars was the owner
of four slaves ; Gabriel Purdy, of five ; James De Lancey,
lieutenant-colonel of the disbanded First Battalion New
Jersey Volunteers, of six; and John Ditmars, of seven.
John Bridgewater, and Captain deMolitor—Ilate in the
Anspach service, settlers at Bear River, respectively
possessed three and four servants. James Hatfield and
some others at Digby had three slaves each ; John Burkitt
and Richard Hill, five each ; Major Robert Timpany,
the Irish school-teacher and brave soldier, five ; and
James Hughstone, six. On the Digby roll also were
““ Pompey, Absalom, Charles—Negroes, slaves to Captain
Isaac Young, who is gone to New York for his family.”?
In this enumeration of ‘“slaves or servants for life,” as
ran the legal phrase, no free Negroes are included.

In smaller numbers slaves had been carried to other
parts of Nova Scotia. Among the exiles establishing
themselves at Westchester, Cumberland, Minudie, Bar-
ronsfield, and other points in the county of Cumberland,
were several slaves, while a larger number of Negro bond-
men could be counted in the vicinity of Parrsboro’.
At Cornwallis and Horton, Windscr, Newport and
Kennetcook were also numerous servants; one owner,
John Grant, previously of Brooklyn, New York, having
taken nine of various ages to Loyal Hill, in the neighbor-
hood of the last-named settlement. About that time came
also to Musquodoboit from Florida the Bayers and McInnes
families, bringing slaves with them.

The muster roll in 1784 of the disbanded South
Carolina Royalist corps, to whom lands had been allotted

1 ¢ Manuscript Documents,” Nova Scotia, Vol. 376.
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fled from Pennsylvania and New Jersey to New York, had
formed an association in that city to settle ‘¢ together on
the River St. Johnsin Nova Scotia.” A very few of their
number, who must have been included in the list of those
having a ‘“ Birthright among the people commonly called
Quakers,” rather than in the membership of the ‘“Society,”
had served as officers in certain Loyalist corps. At the
head of the agreement to remove to Nova Scotia, drawn
up and signed in New York in June, 1783, was the prohi-
bitory notice, in a bold hand-writing, ‘“ No slave master
admitted” ; in accordance with which it was ruled, as the
fourth regulation, ‘¢ that no slaves be either Bought or sold
nor kept by any person belonging to said society on any
pretence whatsoever.”

For what reason Messrs. Samuel Fairlamb, John
Rankin and George Brown, agents selected by the associa-
tion to locate the lands granted its members for new homes,
chose a tract at Beaver Harbor and not one upon the
River St. John is not known. A prompt departure from
New York for the new homes in the wilderness must have
taken place, since a letter written in October, 1783, men-
tioned a Quaker settlement at Passamaquoddy, and on
January 10, 1784, Aaron Andrews received from the
government of Nova Scotia payment for ‘¢ 71,000 ft. of
boards and 141,000 shingles” certified by a government
agent to have been ‘“delivered to the Quaker Refugees
settled at Beaver Harbour, Passamaquoddy.” A similar
certificate shows that on an adjoining tract of land had
been located another body of associated Loyalists called
by the government agent the ‘“ Annabaptist Refugees.”
From the quantity of building material allotted to the two
bands of settlers, it may be presumed that the Anabaptists
largely outnumbered their Quaker neighbors, but an
inference of accordance on the subject of human bondage

1 ¢« Public Documents of Nova Scotia,” Vol. 409, Nos. 62, 63.
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established by Peabody, Simmonds and White, three
Massachusetts men, as early as 1763, to the site of the
present town of Woodstock, a distance of more than one
hundred and fifty miles, officers and men of several dis-
banded Loyalist corps established themselves at various
points. The greater number availed themselves of lands
granted by the government : a few others found more satis-
factory locations by purchase from a number of Acadians
who had received permission from Governor Parr to remain
on lands on both sides of the St. John, near St. Ann’s, of
which they were willing to dispose in order to avoid the
English and seek the morecongenial company of their fellow
Acadians at Madawaska. The number of slaves arriving
with these settlers, according to a military return in the
spring of 1784, was four hundred and forty ; but this
number was considerably increased by the arrival a very
little later from Nova Scotia of several of the more important
slave-proprietors in the county of Annapolis, to whom the
formation of the new province offered the promise of a
more speedy recognition of their claims and a wider
opportunity for the attainment of positions of influence and
emolument.

A detailed list of the slave-owners of New Brunswick
cannot be attempted here. Several of them have been
named in connection with Annapolis county, where they
first landed after their expatriation, and whence they in a
few months removed ; others will find mention in other
pages of this essay. They were found at Parr, re-named
St. John, the commercial capital of the new province.
The first mayor of that town, Gabriel G. Ludlow, former
colonel and commandant of De Lancey’s Third Battalion,
was, as we learn from contemporary church records, the
possessor of property’ in slaves; and not a few others,
slave-owning citizens, were laid away in the ‘< Old Burial
Ground ” of that city. Slaves were also to be found in the
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Just before that strife had become clearly defined along
the borders of the province of Canada slaves were being
acquired by purchase in its western section. Colonel
Clark, in his ““ Memoirs,” remarks : ‘ After the Declara-
tion of Independence drovers used to come in with droves
of horses, cattle, sheep and negroes, for the use of the
troops, forts, and settlers in Canada, and my father
purchased his four negroes, three males and one female
named Sue.” L

An undated document among the Canadian Archives—
a ‘““ Return of Negroes brought in by scouts and sold at
Montreal,” and signed by ‘‘Sir John Johnson, Lieut.-
Colonel Commanding,” recalls such scenes as took place on
the borders of New York and Canada during the first three
or four years of the conflict. The Mohawk Valley was the
basis of the Congress operations designed against Niagara
and Detroit and the western posts. It was partly, there-
fore, in order to destroy the resources being husbanded
for these expeditions, and in part to favor the escape of
such Loyalists as were desirous of reaching Canada, that
repeated attacks were directed upon the valley from the
Canadian side.! The Loyalist troops—the Royal Regi-
ment of New York and Colonel Butler’s corps of Mohawk
Rangers, the greater number of whom, like the commander-
in-chief, Sir John Johnson, had been violently driven
from their former homes on the Mohawk, were prominent
in these attacks, impelled to them at times by a wish to
recover personal property and at others by a spirit of
revenge towards their former neighbors. They were gener-
ally accompanied by ‘“ Canada Indians” and ¢ Mohawk
Indians,” faithful allies throughout the war, by whom
indeed most of the slaves denominated ‘“ Rebel Property”
were captured, and for whose capture they were promised
an allowance by the officer in command. The slaves of

1 Kingsford's ‘¢ History of Canada,” vol. 7.
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given by Dr. Canniffin his ¢ Settlement of Upper Canada,
with Special Reference to Bay Quinté.” The Rev. John
Stuart, previously Episcopal missionary to the Mohawk
Indians, in writing in his memoir respecting his permitted
removal to Canada, remarks: ‘“My Negroes, being
personal property, I take with me, one of which being a
young man and capable of bearing arms, I have to give
one hundred pounds security to send back a white prisoner
in his stead.” Captain Joseph Allan took with him from
New Jersey, at the end of the war, to Upper Canada three
slaves. The two men, some years later, ran away to
Lower Canada. Their owner pursued them to Montreal
and spent ten days in a fruitless search for them. The
third slave—a woman—he sold with her child to Silas
Hill. This boy was afterwards sold to Abram Barker,
who retained him until he became, according to law, free
at the age of twenty-one. Major Van Alstine’s slaves,
whom he treated with patriarchal kindness, lived in great
comfort in the old-fashioned Dutch cellar-kitchen in his
home in Fourth Town. In a note to the author of the
above-named volume Sheriff Ruttan informed him that his
uncle ““brought two negro servants with him who were
very faithful, hard-working fellows.” During the year of
famine they were sent from Adolphustown to Albany ‘¢ for
four bushels of Indian corn—a dreadful hazardous journey
through the forest, with no road and the snow very deep,
yet they executed this mission and returned in safety.”
‘“ Black Betty,” owned by Nicholas Lazier, was said to
have been one of the listeners to the first sermon of the
first Methodist preacher at New York, and one of the
earliest Methodists of Canada West. Leavens, of Belle-
ville, bought a female slave of Wallbridge for one hundred
dollars: a son of this slave was purchased by Captain
Mclntosh. Captain Herkimer and others in that section
of country were also slave-proprietors. For one slave






THE LOYALISTS AND SLAVERY. 46

territory a number of other Loyalists lingering in depend-
ence and abject poverty in Britain, passed an Act ‘for
encouraging new settlers in his Majesty’s Colonies and
Plantations in America.” According to this Act, which
was published in the several colonies, any person after
August 1, 1790, a subject of the United States, removing
thence to any of the Bahama or Bermuda Islands, or to
any part of the province of Quebec or Nova Scotia, having
first obtained a permit to reside there from the governor
of the colony, was at liberty to bring with him any
Negroes. household furniture, clothing, etc., the furniture,
utensils and clothing not to exceed the value of fifty pounds
for each white person in the family and that of forty shill-
ings for each Negro, the sale of any Negro or other
property being strictly forbidden within twelve months.
Through this legislation a number of slaves were brought
into Upper Canada between 1790 and 1793 ; and a few
others were probably added to the slave population by the
many families who—like the Ryersons and others—Ieft
the Maritime Provinces, New Brunswick in particular,
about the same period or a very few years later, for the
more level and roomy territories at the west.

With this action on the part of the British government
the authorities of the newly formed colony of Upper
Canada were somewhat dissatisfied. Both the lieutenant-
governor—Simcoe—and the chief-justice—Osgoode—had
small regard for slavery. The former had written to a
friend during the preceding year that the principles of
the British constitution did not admit of slavery, which
was also condemned by Christianity. To this statement
he had added that ‘“ from the moment that I assume the
government of Upper Canada, under no modification will
I assent to a law that discriminates by dishonest policy
between the natives of Africa, America or Europe.”

1 ¢ Simcoe Papers,” i., p. 497.
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destruction. In 1786 an advertisement of “ A Negro boy
for Sale”, appeared in the Royal Gaszette of St. John, N.
B. ; in July of the same year a ‘“ likely Negro wench” was
offered through the columns of a Halifax newspaper ; in
October, 1788, a ‘‘stout, likely and very active young
black woman, late property of John H. Carey”, was
offered for sale in the St Join Gazelte and Weekly
Advertiser, “ not for any fault”, being ‘“ singularly sober
and diligent ”’; and in May, 1789, Abraham Treadell, of
St. John, surveyor, sold to John Ward, merchant, of the
same place, ‘‘his heirs, executors, administrators and
assigns forever”, Toney, a Negro boy, for twenty-five
pounds. Transfers of slaves were then also somewhat
frequent in the county of Annapolis. David Randall, of
Wilmot, in 1785 devised to his wife Kezia, “‘ the use of
my Negro wench Sukey” during the life of the said wife ;
in 1786 Thomas Cornwell, of Annapolis, a reduced
captain in His Majesty’s late King’s American Regiment”,
gave to Isaac and David Bonnett, merchants of the same
place, a bill of sale of ‘“ one farm, one Negro girl named
Letisha, one roan horse named Beatable, one yoke of
oxen, one milch cow”, and various other articles of
property ; and just a year later Christopher Benson,
Esq., of Granville, executed a similar paper in favor of
John Robertson, merchant of Annapolis, in the varied
inventory of which are catalogued ‘‘one Negro man
named Squire, and one Negro boy named Dave”.
During the same year Frederick Sinclair, of Annapolis,
tavern-keeper, purchased a ‘‘ Negro girl named Jane”.
Several slaves were disposed of by the will of Joseph
Totten, of the firm of Joseph Totten & Co., merchants
of Annapolis, recorded in March, 1788. To his wife
Susannah, in addition to certain real estate, was given
during her life or widowhood the use of ‘¢ slaves, horses,
cattle, stock”, etc., and to each of three daughters a
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as Law’'s Negroes”—uttered in less polished phrase—
became a proverbial expression. The several slaves
owned by Titus Knapp, previously mentioned, had been
purchased by him, according to his grandson, Charles E.
Knapp, Esq., of Dorchester, at different auction sales
after he had made his home at Fort Cumberland. He
owned at one time ‘‘Sippio Milligan, Peter Martyn,
Lucy Martyn, Newton Bacchus, and several others whose
names are forgotten”. A bill of sale in the possession of
W. C. Milner, Esq., Point de Bute, dated January o,
1804, proves the transfer by James Law to Titus Knapp
of a Negro boy named Peter for the sum of forty-two
pounds. This boy was again sold, about 1810, to James
Isaac Hewson, with whom he remained ‘¢ until after the
emancipation of slaves .

A still later transaction appears in another bill of sale,
also in the possession of Mr. Milner :

Know all men by these presents that I, Sarah Allen
of the county of Westmoreland and Province of New
Brunswick, for and in consideration of Thirty Pounds, to
me in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery
hereof by Titus Knapp Esquire of Westmoreland and
Province aforesaid, the Receipt whereof I do hereby
acknowledge, have bargained, and sold and by these
presents do bargain and sell unto the said Titus Knapp a
Mulato Boy about Fourteen Years Old named Bacchus, to
have and to hold the said Mulato Boy to himself, his Heirs
and assigns for ever; and I the said Sarah Allan for
myself, my heirs and Assigns against all and every other
Person or Persons whatsoever shall and will him warrant
and Defend for ever unto the said Titus Knapp. In
Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal
this Tenth day of May in the Year of our Lord One
Thousand Eight Hundred and Eight, and in the Forty
eighth year of his Majesty’s Reign.

Signed, Sealed and
delivered in presence of us,
CATHERINE DixoN.
JameEs KNapp.

} SARAH ALLEN. [L.S.]
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Tuscaroras—ending in the defeat of the latter, left a large
number of Indian prisoners in possession of the Carolinians,
who shipped them as slaves to the other colonies. There
the commission of cruel outrages by several of them led
the General Courts, in the northern colonies in particular,
to prohibit, under severe penalties, the further introduction
of Indians as slaves. In the meantime, many Guinea
slaves, regarded as of greater value than the Indians, who
had proved poor and dangerous house servants, had been
brought into the colonies; and both at the north and south
the two races had intermarried, the Indians at length
becoming absorbed in the much greater number of blacks,
a limited amalgamation also taking place between the
latter and the whites.! Besides these blended races were
also some others whom the cupidity and cruelty of English
captains had led them to carry away from other sections
of Africa than Guinea and from ports in the East Indies.
A similar variety of race was found in the free Negroes
sent to Nova Scotia, as these were described in the lists
prepared by order of Sir Guy Carleton at New York. *

1 Johns Hopkins ¢ University Studies”, Series xi and xiv. On the
savage service of that day James Russell Lowell makes this com-
ment : ‘‘Let any housewife of our day who does not find the Keltic
element in domestic life so refreshing as to Mr. Arnold in literature,
imagine a household with one wild Pequot woman, communicated with by
signs, for its maid-of-all-work, and take courage. Those were serious
times indeed when your cook might give warning by taking your scalp or
chignon, as the case might be, and making off with it into the woods"'.
‘“Indian men”’, Mrs. Alice Morse Earle remarks, ‘¢ often left their masters
dishonestly dressed in their masters’ fine apparel, and even wearing
beribboned flaxen wigs, which must have been comic to a degree, over
their harsh, saturnine countenances”. Itafter all seems only natural ‘‘ that
any such wild child of the forests should have fled away from the cramped
atmosphere of a Puritan household and house”, adds Mrs. Earle. The
same writer, in ‘“ Colonial Days in Old New York", remarks that she
‘“ has noted the fact that nearty all African-born Negroes who have become
leaders in this country, or men of marked note in any way, have been
Guinea men”.

2 See Vol. 423 of the * Manuscript Documents of Nova Scotia”,
consisting of extracts from the ‘“ Dorchester Papers”, in which the origin
of each freed-man sent by Sir Guy Carleton from New York to Nova
Scotia is given.
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of Napanee, Ont., writes that ‘“ for years a tree that stood
at Finkle’s Point, above Bath, was pointed out as one to
which a slave had been tied to be severely thrashed’.
Among the dwellings destroyed at Windsor, N. S., on a
fateful Sunday in October, 189%, was one at which I had
often looked askance in childhood, because of the story
that a slave boy, killed by a blow from a hammer in the
hand of his master, had been known to put in an occasional
appearance there. ‘Mrs. J. M. Owen, of Annapolis, to
whom the writer of this paper has to express his indebted-
ness for more than one item of interest, has referred in the
Halifax Herald to the tradition that Mrs. Barclay, wife
of Colonel Barclay, of Annapolis, was responsible for the
death of a slave through a severe whipping she had ordered
him. In his ‘“History of Pictou” the Rev. Dr. Patterson
says: ‘“We have not heard of any cases of those in
Pictou who owned slaves ill-treating them. On the con-
trary, a poor woman who belonged to Matthew Harris and
obtained her freedom used to confess that her life had
never been so free from anxiety as when living with him ;
but in other places tradition has preserved the remembrance
of some cruel deeds, showing the character of the system.
We have heard, for example, of a Negro slave in Truro
who was so treated by his master that several times he ran
away, usually making for Pictou. On one occasion his
master, having caught him, cut a hole through the lower
lobe of his ear, through which he passed the end of a whip-
lash, and knotting it he mounted his horse and rode off,
dragging after him in that way the poor man, who shortly
after died, it was believed in a large measure through the
treatment he had received”.

Some serious revelations are made in Lieutenant
Clarkson’s journal. Three or four years before the arrival
of that officer in this province—in 1791—on his philan-
thropic mission, slavery, especially in the more populous










































DECLINE OF SLAVERY. o1

to this cause that wills probated in Ilalifax and some other
counties towards the close of the century contained so
many items of enfranchisement. Thus Richard Wenman
of Halifax, in September, 1781, arranges to ‘‘ give unto
my Negro named Cato his liberty” and to ‘¢ hereby
release him from all idea of slavery, if he will faithfully
serve my said daughter, Elizabeth Susanna Pringle, two
years, and not otherwise”. In February, 1784, Charles
Montague, of Halifax, says in his will: ¢* 1 have only
one Negro, named Francis. Ie is to have his freedom”.
The will of Anne Cosby, eldest daughter of William
Winniett and widow of Major Cosby, drawn up in
Annapolis in 1788, has this item : ‘I do also give and
devise to my black woman named Rose, a Mulatto girl
named Agatha, and to my black man named John
Bullkely, to each and every one of them their full freedom
and discharge from all servitude as slaves from the day of
my decease for ever”. Under somewhat similar circum-
stances, in May, 1787, Margaret Murray, widow, of
Halifax, devises: ‘I do manumit my two Negro women,
Marianne and Flora, and also my Negro boy Brutus when

the West Indies to the annual meeting of the Evangelical Alliance. And
yet this young man—Edward Fraser, the son of a Scotch father and a
Mulatto slave mother, was, when Bishop Inglis approached him in Bermuda,
himself' a slave, unable to make any change in his position without permis-
sion from his master. That such a man could be held as ‘¢ personal
property"”, in common with ¢ goods and chattels”, and subject to all the
accidents of fortune or impulses of another, made slavery, mild as in the
main it was in Bermuda, appear a hideous fact. Such ownership seemed,
from a Christian point of view, a dark crime. Keenly enough were his
limitations felt by the young man himself. He was not ungrateful for
kindness received, for he wrote the managers of the Missionary Society,
¢“ Obliged in gratitude as I am, I know not how to excuse a willingness to
leave my master and his family until your verdict makes my call to higher
duties unquestionable”; yet at the same time he added that the very
thought that he was a slave often came over him as a ‘“mildew and a
frost”. He ‘““could not think freely ”, his ‘“mind was in bonds"”. Lven
when he had been accepted conditionally as a candidate for the ministry
his name could not appear with the names of other young men in published
official documents. This ““story of a crime” had happily a termination
creditable to all concerned. At the request of the Missionary Society, the
owner, Mr. Lightbourn, gave young Fraser his freedom and forwarded to
the Secretaries a certificate of manumission which did honor to the freed-
man while reflecting credit upon himself.
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Slavery would be a too costly thing for Canada to-day;
what must it have been a century since? What could
Isaac Wilkins do with his slaves among those granite
rocks at Point Carleton in Shelburne harbor? or what
could Charles Oliver Breuff with his fifteen in Shelburne
town ? And how John Grant, weary and ill and dispirited
by his heavy losses as a Loyalist, and how his gentle wife,
who like thousands of women at that sad period had left
all other friends to ‘“keep her only unto him”, when
they crossed by boat from Mount Denson to Loyal Hill
and found their six children safely beside them, must have
wondered what they were going to do with that other
group—that group of nine dark faces! During the three
or four years in which rations of pork and flour were
provided for servants equally with their masters the pres-
sure for food supplies was not a so serious matter, but
after that period the supply for the appetites of those nine
slaves of varying ages, from ‘““ Sam” at thirty-three and
‘“ Nance "’ at twenty-nine down to little ‘“ Betty " at three,
must have been an important question at Loyal Hill. It
was just about this time that Captain Grant lessened the
burden by disposing of one of the girl slaves, a gift to his
daughter Rachel from her Dutch grandfather, to Richard
Killo, a Halifax innkeeper.!

1 Captain Grant had secured a commission when a mere boy in the
Forty-second Royal Highland regiment {Black Watch). With that cele-
brated regiment he had fought at Fontenoy in 1745, and in 1756 had landed
at New York. In 1758 he retired from the army, and during the following
year married Sarah Bergen, a descendant of Hans Hansen Bergen, an
early Norwegian-Dutch settler of New York. After having served with
the colonial troops at the capture of the Havannah and in the expedition to
Crown Point, he had settled quietly down at his home in Jamaica, Long
Island, when the stirring scenes of the Revolution once more aroused him.
At first, on account of the pronounced Whig tendencies of his wife's friends,
he retired to the West Indies, whence, however, he soon returned to take
an active part in the conflict on the side of Britain. One wound, of several
received on battle-fields, shortened his days. His losses of various kinds
were estimated by him, at five thousand pounds. The tract of three thou-
sand acres granted him within a few miles of the fort at Crown Point, and

confiscated by the authorities of Vermont, became thickly settled in a very
few years after the close of the war. In view of this loss the government
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charter, framed by the great Locke, the importation of
slaves was prohibited, but that after a short experiment
they were obliged to give it up, after which slaves were
imported there without any positive law to authorize it:
that the custom is so universal that the courts are bound
to take notice of it: that this being the established
universal custom in the Colonies (and as such having
acquired the force of law) at the time Nova Scotia was
settled proclamations were issued to encourage settlers to
go there from the other colonies, in consequence of which
these settlers carried with them their slaves which they
continued to hold without any legal decision against their
right : that the several Acts of Parliament and the courts
in En gland in their adjudication recognize slavery as being
established and made lawful by wuniversal custom in
America : that as all the Acts of the Colonial Assemblies
are sent home for the approbation of the Crown, it cannot
|but] have been known in England that there was no law
directly establishing it: that theJud ges therefore could never
have held slavery as lawful in the Colonies if they had not
recognized it as legally established by universal usage and
custom independently ot Colonial Acts of Assembly ; and
he relies much upon the Statutes 7 and 8 Wm. III.,
C. 22, §9, as an implied recognition of the usages and
customs in the colonies as having the force of law, if not
repugnant to the provisions of Acts of Parliament relating
to the Colonies.

“« Chief-justice Ludlow”, Ward Chipman wrote further
to Chief-justice Blowers, ‘“ grounds himself principally
upon what he calls the Common Law of the Colonies, by
which, he says, this doctrine [the right to hold slaves] has
been uniformly recognized and established without any
Act having ever been passed in any one of them directly
authorizing slavery. I confess the idea of any such
Common Law in the Colonies not only unknown but
repugnant to the Common Law of England appears to
me to be altogether fanciful”. In reply Mr. Blowers wrote
that ‘“The right to hold a Negro by this tenure is supposed
by us to be only maintainable either by the Common Law
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greatly increased in number. In that state slavery died
later, and in a large measure from the influence of an
uncongenial climate. The effect of environment on Chief-
justice Ludlow was recognized by his fellow chief-justice
in Nova Scotia when the latter wrote to Ward Chipman :
‘It is not improbable that in New York the principles ot
the Common Law were contaminated by the more arbitrary
notions ot the Dutch”.

In February, 18co, the question of the legality of
slavery in New Brunswick came before the full bench of
judges at Fredericton. The question came up on the
return to a writ of Zabeas corpus, issued by Judge Allen
to Caleb Jones, Esq., directing him to bring into court
Nancy, a colored woman in his possession, whom he
claimed the right to hold as a slave. The counsel engaged
on both sides included the ablest men in the province.
For the master were Jonathan Bliss—attorney-general for
the province—Thomas Wetmore, John Murray Bliss,
Charles J. Peters and William Botsford ; while Ward
Chipman and Samuel Denny Street were counsel for the
slave, as ‘“ volunteers’”, to use Chipman’s words, ‘‘for
the rights of humanity”.? Each member of the counsel
addressed the court, Jonathan Bliss’s speech being divided
into thirty-two heads, and Ward Chipman’s covering

1 Daniel Bliss, a Loyalist from Concord, Mass., and father of John
Murray Bliss—one of the counsel for the master—was the author of the
elegant and widely-copied epitaph found on a stone in the old ‘ Hill
Burying-ground” in Concord, Mass. : ¢ God wills us free : man wills us
slaves. [ will as God wills; God’s will be done. Here lies the body of
John Jack, a native of Africa, who died March, 1773, aged about 60 years.
Though born in a land of slavery he was born free. Though he lived in a
land of liberty, he lived a slave, tiil by his honest (though stolen) labours he
acquired the cause of slavery which gave him his freedom, though not long
before Death—the grand tyrant—gave him his final emancipation and put
him on a footing with kings. Though a slave to vice he practised those
virtues without which kings are but slaves”. John Jack, a slave to
Benjamin BRarron, of Concord, must have saved one hundred and twenty
pounds, which was the price of his freedom. Daniel Bliss, after his exile a
prominent man in New Brunswick, died at Lincoln, near Fredericton, in
1806. The late Lemuel Allan Wilmot, judge of the supreme court and
governor of New Brunswick, was a grandson of Daniel Bliss.
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is not given, observes that ‘¢ The question, whether any
such thing as Negro slavery can legally exist in thig
province, has long occupied the attention both of the
learned and unlearned among us. It has, indeed, lately
undergone a judicial investigation, but without any
judicial decision. Now, whether any particular Negro
(admitting him to be a slave) belongs either to A, or B, is
a matter in which none but the litigating parties are
directly interested. Therefore a judicial decision of it
can only disappoint the hopes of one of two men. But
when it becomes questionable whether any particular thing
is really and truly property, which had hitherto been con-
sidered as property, the dispute becomes a matter in which
every member of the community is either nearly or remotely
interested ; for although every man in this province is not
possessed of this species of property, yet every man may
be possessed of it. Nothing, therefore, can be of more
extensive utility to the public than to have this question
put so fast asleep that it may never awake again. How
far the publication of these papers may go towards effect-
ing this the event only can tell”.

In the course of his very able argument Mr. Aplin
contends, against the allegation that slavery had never
been established in Nova Scotia by law, that neither in
Antigua, Virginia or New York had there been any
Provincial code creative of any such state of slavery, and
that the same might be asserted in relation to several of
the more northern colonies, but in particular of Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, the laws of which
speak of slaves while none of them are declaratory of a
state of slavery.! The only law of this province”, he

1 ¢“Slavery was never directly established by statute in Connecticut”,
says the editor of the Revisions of the States’ Laws in 1821, ““ but has been
indirectly sanctioned by various statutes and frequently recognised by

courts, so that it may be said to have been established by law”. Johns
Hopkins “ University Studies’ , Series xi.
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Canada—Continued.
description of, by Negro, 139 ;
historians of, ignore slavery, 1;
Indians capture slaves of rebels,
385
no discrimination in color of fugi-
tives in, 138;
place of training to slaves, 146 ;
slavery in, existence of, ques-
tioned, 1 ; X
slavery in, of French institution, 3;
slavery confirmed by British cap-
ture of, 5 ;
the slave’s only refuge, 128.
Canadians ask for slaves, 4.
Canadian Institute, Transactions of,
quoted, 5, 146.
Canniff, Dr., his ‘ Upper Canada”
quoted, 41, 44, 95, 121.
Canseau mentioned, 6
Cape Breton,
Abraham Cuyler, early official in,
333
homicide of slave in, 34, 753
Lieut. Jones sent to explore, 33 ;
number of slaves in, unknown, 33;
settlers in, 33.
Cape Sable, fugitive at, 6.
¢ Captain York ", a slave, 42.
Carleton, Sir Guy ("Lord Deichester ),
character of, 21 ;
his proposal to Washington, 22, 7 ;
frees slaves, 213
sends them to N. S,, 22;
reference to ¢ Dorchester Papers”,
73 and n.;
Carman, R., slave of, baptized, 86.
Carnochan, Miss, cited, 129, 132.
Carolina,
slave-marriage in N.
slave sold in, 13.
Cartwrights, The, Kingston, Ont.,
hold slaves, ao.
Casey, T. W., cited, 77.
Catharine, mulatto slave, 70.
Cato, slave,
enfranchised conditionally, g1.
Cato, slave, cited, 8i.
Challenge to duel,
declined by Judge Allen, 104.
Chambers, John, Loyalist, 68.
Chance, slave, 12.
Chandler, Mrs.,
has slaves, 25;
slaves of, baptized, 86.
Charles, slave, 25.
Charles, slave, 36.

, 88.
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Charles, slave, baptized, 86.
Charlevoix cited, 3, 7.
Charlotte,
slave, released on kabeas corpus,qgb.
Charlottetown, P. E, I,
Loyalists at, 68 ;
slaves sold at, 69 ;
Weekly Examiner quoted, 71.
Chatham, Ont.,
““Uncle Tom” at, 142 ;
John Brown at, 142.
Chattel, The slave a, 110,
¢ Cheerful Yesterdays " cited,
7., 129, 138, 143.
Chipman, Ward,
correspondence with Ch.-justice
Blowers, g8, 100, 101, 103, 105,

81,

109, 119; oneney
publication of his Brief for slave,
104, ..

Chlce, slave, anecdote of, 8g.
Church ordinances,

slaves share in, 83.
Clark, Col., Memoirs of, quoted, 35.
Clarks, The, own slaves, 4o.
Clarke, Rev. R., 117.
Clarkson, Lieut. J.,

his fleet sails for Sierra Leone, 23 ;

his journal cited, 77, 78, 79, 8o, 83,
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car?ied off few slaves, 118.
Clement, Mrs.,

offers slaves for sale, 47.
Clements, N. S., slaves at, 25, 89.
Clo’, slave, 16.
Cock, Rev. D.,

slave-owner, 55 ;

protested against by J. McGregor,

56;
ralhed by others, 57, 2;
tested by standard of that day, 58.
Coffin, Major J., has slaves, 3o0.
Cole, Tamar, slave, 59.
Collections of N. B.
Society,
paper of J. Vroom quoted, 28 and #;
Collections of N.S. HistoricalSociety,
Dr. T. B. Akins cited, 6;
J. J. Stewart cited, 10.
Colonies,
the old form three groups, 49;
slave-law in various, 107;
slavery recognized in, 112,
¢ Colonial Days in Old New York”
quoted, 73, 7.
Conant, Thos., cited, 138.
Condon, Benj., 74.
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Jessie, slave, 14.
Joe, the escaped slave, 139.
John, slave, 15.
John, slave baptized, 86.
Johns Hopkins University Studies,
cited, 73, n, 75, 7, 88, 107, n.
Jehnson, Geo., F. S. S., cited, 3, 140.
Johnson, Sir John,
driven from Mohawk Valley, 35, 37;
buys slave, 36;
owns fourteen slaves, 37;
upbraided for Indian cruelty, 36.
Johnstown, Ont., New, slaves in, 42.
Jones, Caleb, 31, 103.
Jones, Dan., slave-owner, 42.
Jones, Judge,
his History of N. Y., quoted, 22, ~.
Juba, slave, 16.
Judah, S., buys slaves, 36.
Jude, slave released, g6.

Kane, Mrs., slave-owner, 25.
Kansas, conflict in, 144.
Kate, slave, 82.
Kent Co., Ont.,
attractive to the Negro, 142.
Kertke, David, sells slave, 3.
Ketchum, Isaac, slave-holder, 83.
Killing of slave in C. B., 34.
Killo, R., slave sold to, 54, 93.
King, J., escapes to Canada, 137.
King, Rev. Wm.,
becomes owner of slaves, 140 ;
brings them to Canada, 140 ;
founds Buxton settlement, 141;
missionary to the settlement, 141.
Kingsford, W.,
his history of Canada quoted, 3, 35.
Kingston, Ont,,
slaves in township, 40.
Knapp, C. E., 67.
Knapp, Jas.,
witness to conveyance of slave, 67,
Knapp, Titus, slave-holder, 63, 67 ;
buys ‘ Bacchus”, 67 ;
offers reward, 63.
Knight, Madam, quoted, 75.
LaLiberté, fugitive slave, 126.
Langan, Patrick, sells slave, 36;
slave given him, 36.
Law, Common,
of England and the Colonies the
same, 102.
Law, James, slave-holder, 66 ;
slave sold to, 67 ;
his slaves described, 66.
Law courts opposed to slavery, 94.
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Law Library of Halifax, g7, 7.
Lawrence, J. W., ‘Footprints”,
104, 7, 103, 7.
Lawton, E, slaves of, baptized, 86.
Lawson, Sarah,
slave bequeathed to, 14.
Lazier, N, owns slave, 41.
Leavens, buys slave, 41.
Lee, slave-holder, 79.
Lent, James,
purchases wife for his slave, 64.
Leonard, T., bequest of, to slave, 84.
Letisha, slave, 53.
Letter from M. Salter, 7.
Lewis, Evan, cited, 108, 7.
Liberty,-slave from Georgia, 26.
Lillie, Mrs., frees slave by will, 84.
Little, John, escape of, 130.
Eittle Yiorlk; P /B Ik
Col. J. Robinson at, 69;
slaves at, 69.
Liverpool, N. S., slaves at, 19.
Lockman, Major, 10,
Logan, Gen. John A.,
on slave influence in Revolution, 21.
Longmuires, The, slaves baptized, 86
Longworth, 1., cited, 56, ».
Losses of slave-owners, 114.
Louis, XIV.
authorizes importation of slaves, 4;
cautions Canadian officials, 4.
Louisa, slave,
at Halifax and Annapolis, 14.
Louth, Ont., slaves in, 63.
Lowell, J. R., quoted 73, #.
Loyalists,
slave-holders named, 23—26, 29—
31, 33, 37 49, 41, 68—70.
in N. S, invited to P. E. 1., 68.
status of slaves brought in by, 112,
slave-holders, difficulties of, 78.
¢ Loyalists ”, Sabine’s, quoted, 37.
Ludlow, E., slave baptized, 86.
Ludlow, Gabriel G.,
has slaves, 29;
slaves of, baptized, 86.
Ludlow, Ch.-justice, 100, 101,102,103.
Lydia, slave, baptized, 86.
Lyle, Jas., has slaves, 26.
Lyon, Rev. J., has Negro boy, 16.
Lunenburg, N. S., and slavery, 19,80.

Maby, Geo, Loyalist, 68,

Mack, S., has slave, 12.

Madagascar, slaves from, 3, 74.

Magazine of American History,
quoted, z1, 7.
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Ruggles, Col. T., has slaves, 24.
Russell, Hon. P.,

offers slaves for sale, 47.
Russell, Miss, gives away slave, 48.
Ruttans, The,
+ bring slaves to Canada, 40, 41.
Ryerson, P., slave of, baptized, 86.

Sale at Boston,

of slaves from Halifax, g.
Sale, Bills of, for slaves, 16, 53, 63,

6s, 67, 115.

Sally Svrrey, slave, 18.
Salter,*Malachy,

sketch of, 6, and = ;

letter of, extract from, 7.
Sam, slave, 93.
Sambo, slave, 54.
Samuel and James, slaves, 17.
Sampson, slave, 116.
Sancho Campbell,

slave, heroism of, 6q.
Sarah, slave from Florida, 26.
Sary, slave, price of, 94.
Saunders, Judge,

opinion of in Nancy Morton case,

105.

Sceptiecism,

as to slavery in Canada, 1.
Scotch Irish, The, and slavery, 16.
Scovil, Elias, 117.
Scovil, Rev. J.,

disposal of slaves in will by, 116,
Seabury, D., has slaves, 24.
Servants, not Christians enslaved, 753

for life, 9, 23, 25, 68, 110.
Servitude limited, 116.
Settlers of Halifax,

did slaves come with them? g.
Sewall, Judge,

author of ‘“Selling of Joseph”, 8.
Shatford, D., owns slave, 14.
Shearman, J., has slave, 17.
Shelburne,

Loyalists at, 23, 68 ;

slaves brought to, 23;

slaves at, 54, 55, 62, 79, 111;

slave case at, 54.
Shepherd,

slave freed by Gov. Fanning, 70.
Sherlock, Geo. W., s0.
Sherwood, J., has slaves, 42.
Sickles, slave manumitted, 5o.
Sierra Leone,

Clarkson sails for, 23 ;

liberated slaves go there, 118 ;

a slave taken by him, 78.

157

Simcoe, Gov.,
praises colored bugler, 2o.
represses slavery in U. C., 43, 46,
MR 125,
‘¢ Simcoe Papers’’, quoted, 43.
Simon, slave boy, so.
Simonds & White,
probable owners of slave, 11.
Simonson, J.,
slaves of, baptized, 86.
Simpson, Mrs., sells slave, 42.
Sinclair, F., buys slave, 53.
Slave,
a faithful, 37 ;
a sexton, 86, 7 ;
abduction of, 119,
as property, 107 ;
assignment of, 95 ;
carried off by press-gang, 94 ;
condition of, in the South, 1273
conveyance of, 65 ;
epitaph on, 103, 73
fair Virginian, escape of, to Canada,
1353
family, separation of, 121 ;
first sale of, in Canada, 3;
freed, conduct of, 81, 82 ;
held by fraud, 79;
illegally entrapped, 8o ;
impossibility of release of, 79 ;
instance of escape of, 94 ;
interposition in favor of, 120,
in Vermont, 28;
last sold at New Haven, 118;
marriage, irregularity of, 88 ;
most sensitive type of, go ;
refusing freedom, 89 ;
released on legal technicality, 98;
rescue of, at Niagara, 132 ;
rescue of, by Clarkson, 79 ;
said to have been a princess, 19 ;
sold at Carolina, 13
transfer of, to several owners, 50;
total number of brought to Mar.
Provinces, 32.
Slave-holders,
Erenchi13) 45.55.335
LoyaliSt) 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 32, 36»
40, 43, 68;
New England, 7, 11, 15, 17, 19
Scotch-Irish, 16, 63 ;
Yorkshire, 183
losses to, 114, 1153
petitions in favor of, g6 ;
petition of, to make status clear,
117.
Slave-holding relaxed in N. S., 78.




































