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HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

CHAPTER 1.

Origin of the War.—Bad Feeling after the Revolution towards Great
Britain.—The Rise of Parties in the United States.—The Right of
Search.—The Case of Commodore Wilkes.—The Jay Treaty—De-
nounced by the Democratic Party.— The Berlin and Milan Decrees.
—Unfortunate Position of the Neutral Trader.—British Orders in
Council.— Jefferson Suppresses the Treaty with England made by
Pinkney.—The Leopard and Chesapeake Affair.—The American
Embargo Act.—The President and Little Belt.—Warlike Feeling
Grows More Intense.—The United States Strengthens Its Army.—
Hopes and Expectations of the Americans.

The war which began in the year 1812 between
Great Britain and the United States of America, al-
though it originated in an Imperial quarrel, and was
carried on mainly by British money and largely by
British troops, was essentially a Canadian contest.
Canada was the scene of most of the battles of the war ;
it was for the purpose ot separating Canada from the
British crown that the war was undertaken; and it was
owing to the loyalty, constancy and courage of the
Canadian people that this object was foiled. @ Every
Canadian can, therefore, look back with feelings of just
pride at this war so honorable to his ancestors, and so
worthy of being remembered for the example which it
affords of the difficulty of subduing a resolute and free
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with the active co-operation of the Anti-British party,
to make that country a base for the prosecution of war
against the commerce of Great Britain. Washington,
who was then President, issued a proclamation of neu-
trality, warning citizens of the United States not to take
part in the contest, but, so strong was the feeling in
favor of France, that the proclamation and its author
were assailed in such terms as a citizen of the United
States of the present day must blush to read,/ It was
styled a ‘“‘royal edict,” ‘‘a daring and unwarrantable
assumption of executive power,”’ and Washington was
denounced as a ‘“Monarchist” and a friend of England.
Many of these attacks on the President appeared in the
““National Gazette,” but it was not until Freneau,
its editor, was nearing the dark valley of Death, that it
was disclosed that these violent articles against Wash-
ington were written or dictated by Thomas Jefferson,
who figures as the author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and who, at the very time these attacks were
made, was Secretary of State in Washington’s Cabinet.
In this transaction Jefferson illustrated his true nature,
and showed himself as destitute of honor as he was of
religion.

The French Minister Genet, in defiance of Wash-
ington’s proclamaticn proceeded to fit out privateers in
Philadelphia to prey upon British commerce, these
privateers being manned by citizens of the United States.
When the President released some British prizes, which
had been taken by them and carried into Philadelphia
to be condemned, Genet stormed and raved and an-
nounced his intention of appealing from the President
to the people. This was virtually a threat to excite an
insurrection for the purpose of overthrowing the authority
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seamen found on board of American vessels.  This
measure was based on the doctrine, then recognized by
all European nations, that a subject could not renounce
his allegiance, and that the government under whose
flag he was born had a right to his services wherever
he might be found. This doctrine therefore involved
the right of search, both of war vessels and commercial
ships—a claim most obnoxious in every way, but more
especially as the exercise of this right was liable to
great abuse. It is singular that in 1861, long after the

————_

right of search had been abandoned by Great Britain, it
was revived by Commodore Wilkes of the United
States Navy, when he boarded the British Mail Steamer
Trent, and took from her Messrs. Mason and Slidell,
the Confederate Commissioners then on their way home
to England. It is still more singular that this act, so
universally condemned in Great Britain, was almost as
universally approved by public opinion in the United
States, so true it is that nations are generally guided in
their views of public questions by motives of expediency
and self interest. Congress in 1812 regarded the exer-
cise of the right of search by Great Britain as a ‘“crying
enormity” and declared war against her for that cause,
yet Congress in 1861 passed a vote of thanks to Com-
modore Wilkes for his exercise of the right of search in
an extremely aggravated form. In neither case was
Congress fortunate in its expression of opinion, for in
1815, the Government of the United States was forced
to conclude a treaty of peace with Great Britain in
which the right of seach, the ostensible cause of the war,
was not so much as mentioned; while in 1861, a few
days after the vote of thanks was passed, the same
Government was obliged to give up Messrs. Mason and
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either were not to be molested, if peaceable ; and
fugitives from justice charged with high crimes were to
be mutually given up. The commercial arrangements
of the Treaty were limited in their operation to two years
after the termination of the war in which Great Britain
was then engaged. The Treaty was ratified by the
Senate and signed by the President in the summer of
1795-

It might have been supposed that this Treaty, which
was extremely favorable to the commerce of the United
States, would have been received with satisfaction by
the people of that country, but it was far otherwise.
The Democrats had resolved to oppose it, no matter
what its provisions might be, especially if it should
remove all pretexts for a war with Great Britain. They
had already disclosed the spirit which influenced them
by their violent opposition to Jay’s appointment, and,
when the Treaty was before the Senate, efforts were
made to intimidate the members of that body so that
they might refuse to ratify it..~ Democratic news-
papers told their readers that they should blush to
think, ‘“America should degrade herself so much as to
enter intoany kind of a treaty with a power now tottering
on the brink of ruin.” France according to these news-
papers was the natural ally of the United States, and
the nation on whom their political existence depended.
““The nation on whom our political existence depends.”
said one of these publications, ‘“we have treated with
indifference bordering on contempt.  Let us unite with
France and stand or fall together.” These words so
truthfully uttered the result of the war of 1812 that they
may be regarded as almost prophetic. =~ The United
States did virtually unite with France, and they and
France fell together.

S
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When the Treaty was ratified and signed, Mr. Jay,
the Senators, and the President became the objects of a
storm of vituperation from the entire Democratic party.
Jay was denounced as a traitor who had been purchased
by British gold and was threatened with the guillotine.
Hamilton and other speakers who attempted to defend
the Treaty at a public meeting in New York were
stoned by the friends of Jefferson who sat at the same
Council table with him. In Virginia secession was
threatened, while in Charleston the British flag was
trailed in the dust and burned at the door of the British
Consul. / The people of the South, who held their
fellow men of another color in bondage, and dealt in
them as chattels, were greatly enraged because the
Treaty did not provide that they should be paid for
such of their negroes as were carried away during the
Revolutionary War. Others felt a sense of wrong and
outrage because the Treaty provided for the payment of
honest debts, contracted before the war, such a stipula-
tion being in their opinion wholly inconsistent with
those principles of liberty which impelled the patriots of
the Revolution to plunder their loyal neighbors, and
line their pockets with gold filched from better men.

B The conduct of the Democratic party in 1795 suffi-
ciently illustrated the violence of the animosity against
Great Britain, which existed in the minds of a large body
of the people of the United States, twelve years after the
war of the Revolution had been brought to a close.
But when the Treaty went into operation it was found
to be highly advantageous to the merchants and ship-
owners of the United States. The French Directory,
however, were greatly enraged, and they issued a secret
order authorizing French ships of war to treat neutral
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vessels in the same manner as they had suffered them-
selves to be treated by the English. Under this order
many American vessels were seized in the West Indies
by French cruisers, and their crews treated with great
indignity and cruelty. Indeed, at this period the
French Government showed a strong disposition to take
entire charge of the politics of the United States/and
Commodore Joshua Barney, an American in the naval
service of France, who came into Philadelphia in 1796,
with two frigates which he commanded, told the citizens
of that place that if Jefferson was not elected President,
war would be declared by France against the United
States within three months./ So true was this, that the
election of John Adams, a Federalist, who was chosen
instead of Jefferson, resulted in the issuing of a decree
by the French Directory which was equivalent to a
declaration of war. It not only authorized the capture
of American vessels under certain conditions, but
declared that any American found on board of a hostile
ship, although placed there without his consent by
impressment, should be hanged as a pirate. The
American Minister was ordered to leave France and
three Envoys Extraordinary, who were sent in his place
to arrange all matters in dispute, were treated with
contempt and refused an audience. All these circum-
stances produced great indignation in the United
States, and in the spring of 1798, although no actual
declaration of war was issued, war with France was
commenced on the ocean. The fall of the Directory
and the assumption of authority by Bonaparte as First
Consul, however, speedily put an end to hostilities.
This brief summary of the progress of events after the
Revolution will serve to show more clearly the character
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only ninety vessels of which less than half were in
commission. 2 o

The British answer to the Berlin decree was an Order
in Council of November, 1807, by which all neutral
trade with France or her allies was prohibited unless
through Great Britain. In December of the same year
Bonaparte issued his Milan decree which was a sort of
supplement to that of Berlin. It declared every vessel
which should submit to be searched by British cruisers,
or should pay any tax, duty or license money to the
British government, or should be found on the high
seas or elsewhere, bound to or from any British port, to-
be denationalized and forfeited. Spain and Holland, at
the dictation of France, immediately issued similar
decrees, and thus was established the famous continental
system of Napoleon, which crushed the neutral trader.
It was a system which grew out of Bonaparte’s deter-
mination to destroy Great Britain and break up the
British Empire, a resolve which was warmly approved
by a large part of the people of the United States./ In
their insane hatred of England they were ready to aid in
the destruction of the only Constitutional Government
that then existed in Europe, and the establishment of
the grinding military despotism of Bonaparte over the
greater portion of the civilized world.

While the British Orders in Council and Bonaparte’s
Decrees were agitating commercial circles in the United
States, the impressment of British seamen found on
board of American vessels had become a source of great
ill-feeling towards England. In 1800 the British
Minister had proposed a reciprocal surrender of all de-
serters, but this was declined by the United States,
because the proposal was so worded as to sanction
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impressment in private vessels. They contended that the
neutral flag was the safeguard of those sailing under it,
a doctrine, the application of which, was greatly in favor
of the United States, as it enabled them to recruit their
navy largely by deserters from British ships. As a
measure of retaliation in March 1806 the United States
Congress passed a non-importation act, prohibiting the
importation of nearly every article of British manufac-
ture. The Act was to be in abeyance until the follow-
ing November, and, in the meantime, negotiations were
again opened for a Treaty which should put an end to
the difficulties between the two nations./ William
Pinkney of Maryland was sent as Envoy Extraordinary
to London to join with Monroe, the resident minister,
in this work. Negotiations commenced in August and
after some delay, a Treaty was arranged in most
respects more favorable than the Jay Treaty. ~ The
British Government declined to relinquish the right of
impressment by formal Treaty, but the British Com-
missioners put in writing a statement that it was the
intention of the Government not to allow impressments
from American vessels on the high seas, except under
extraordinary circumstances, such as having on board
known deserters from the British navy. The new
Treaty placed the trade between the United States and
the European possessions of Great Britain on a footing
of perfect reciprocity. It was also stipulated that no
American vessels could be visited or seized by British
cruisers within five miles of the coast of the United

» States./ But the time spent in the negotiation of this

Treaty was wasted, for Jefferson, who was then Presi-
dent, had resolved upon a step which would effectually
prevent it from going into operation. Instead of
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laying it before the Senate for ratification or rejection,
as it was his duty to do, he usurped the authority which
the Constitution had vested in that body, and entirely
suppressed this important Treaty, which would undoubt-
edly have been the means of insuring a lasting peace
between the two countries. This action proved that
Jefferson and his advisers did not desire any accom-
modation of existing grievances, but only war.

At this juncture a very unfortunate affair took place
which produced much ill feeling. While a British
squadron was near Cape Henry, Va., three of the crew
of the frigate Melampus deserted. These men were
enlisted on board the U. S. frigate Chesapeake, and a
demand made by the British minister for their restor-
ation was refused. The Chesapeake some time after-
wards put to sea and was by the orders of Vice-Admiral
Berkely, overhauled by the British fifty gun ship
Leopard. Captain Humphreys, of that ship, demanded
the delivery of the deserters on board the Chesapeake,
and on this being refused poured several broadsides into
the latter, killing three men and wounding eighteen and
compelling the American vessel to strike her flag.

This act was immediately disavowed by the British
Government and the Admiral recalled. In the United
States the affair produced the liveliest indignation, which
was not mitigated in the least by the earnest efforts of
Great Britain to settle the matter amicably. A procla-
mation was issued by the President forbidding all
persons to have any intercourse with or to sell any
supplies to British war vessels in the waters of the
United States, and warlike preparations were made on
an extensive scale. Messrs Monroe and Pinkney were
sent to England in the armed schooner Revenge to
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measure. The relations between Great Britain and the
United States continued to grow more strained, and
they were not improved when in 1809 the latter Govern-
ment requested the recall of Mr. Jackson the British
Minister at Washington. The British Government did
not take the trouble to send another minister to replace
him until 1811. e
In the meantime the Government of the United
States, which had every year been growing more
friendly to France, was endeavoring to make terms
with that country for a relaxation of the ‘“Continental
System.” As a result of this, in August, 1810, the
French Minister of Foreign Affairs, in a despatch to
the American Minister at Paris stated that the Berlin
and Milan Decrees were revoked, and that their opera-
tion would cease from the first of November following;
‘it being understood that in consequence of this declar-
ation, the English shall revoke their Orders in Council,
and renounce the new principles of blockade which
they have wished to establish, or that the United
States, conformably to their law, will cause their rights
to be respected by the English.” The meaning of the
last clause of this communication might be somewhat
obscure were it not from our knowledge of the fact that
Minister Armstrong had been instructed to offer, in
addition to the repeal of the Embargo Act, a declara-
tion of war against Great Britain should that Govern-
ment refuse to recall the Orders in Council after the
Emperor had withdrawn his Berlin and Milan Decrees.
His offer was made in April, 1808, but Bonaparte did
not value an American alliance so highly as the men
who offered it. His business was war, and he did not
believe that an American alliance could be of much
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document, and, on the 23rd June, a declaration
from the Prince Regent in Council was published,
absolutely revoking all orders so far as they applied to
the United States. Had the Government of that
country been animated by a sincere desire for peace
this action would have brought the war of 1812 to a

sudden end. ar

In May, 1811, an encounter took place on the high
seas between a British war vessel and an American
frigate which showed the belligerent disposition which
animated the navy of the United States. The U. S.
frigate President, 44 guns, carrying the broad pennant
of Commodore Rodgers, while cruising off Cape Henry
sighted the British sloop of war Little Belt, 18 guns,
Captain A. B. Bingham, which was cruising northward
in search of the frigate Guerriere. The President dis-
covered the British sloop about noon, and immediately
gave chase, but it was dark before the American vessel
drew alongside. Captain Bingham hailed the President
asking, ‘““What ship is that?” but the only reply he
received was a repetition of his own question. The
President then fired a broadside which the Little Belt
immediately returned. An action ensued which lasted
about forty-five minutes, when the big American ship
sheered off. At dawn the President bore down again
and Rodgers sent an officer on board the Little Belt
with profuse apologies and offers of assistance which
were declined. As the United States Government was
at that time at peace with the whole world, it is clear
that Rodgers’ attack on the Little Belt wasimerely the
act of a sea bully who wished to stand well with his
_countrymen at a cheap rate, by attacking’a ship of less
than one-fourth his own strength. The Little Belt bore

-
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away for Halifax, while Rodgers returned to New York
to receive the congratulations of his friends.

When Congress met in November, 1811, its tone
was warlike. The President, Mr. Madison, sounded
the keynote by a belligerent message, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations presented a report which
was a comprehensive indictment of Great Britain for
almost every kind of political crime. A tremendous
amount of fervid eloquence was employed to fire the
national heart to the point of going to war, Henry Clay
and John C. Calhoun being among the loudest and
most violent in their advocacy of extreme measures.
John Randolph of Virginia, Josiah Quincy of
Massachusetts and all the leaders of the Federalist party
were against a war with England, and opposed all pro-
posals to that end, but they were entirely outnumbered
in Congress, and measures looking towards a declaration
of war were rapidly passed. Additional regulars to the
number of twenty-five thousand men were ordered to be
enlisted, the calling out of one hundred thousand
militia was authorized, and appropriations were made
for large purchases of arms and ammunition. The Presi-
dent was authorized to call upon the Governors of the
several states each to furnish its respective quota of
this militia force. Provision was also made for the en-
listment of a large body of volunteers. These bills
were passed in January, 1812, and it was expected that
at least seventy thousand men would be ready to take
the field in the Spring and invade Canada.

The Federal Government was encouraged in its
truculent course by some of the State Legislatures, those
of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Georgia, Ken-
tucky and Ohio having passed resolutions in favor of
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war with Great Britain. The Massachusetts House of
Representatives, in its reply to the annual message of the
Governor, denounced Great Britain as ‘‘a piratical
state.” Patriotism was a very plentiful commodity in
the United States at that time, if the report of the
Committee on Foreign Relations was to be believed.
They stated that the patriotic fire of the Revolution still
lived in the American breast ‘‘with a holy and inex-
tinguishable flame.” This ‘‘holy flame” developed
itself mainly in an intense desire to possess Canada, and
it was stimulated by the thought that a favorable time
had arrived to strike a deadly blow against Great
Britain. It was known that Napoleon was preparing to
invade Russia with an immense army and no one in the
United States doubted his success. An alliance with so
powerful a ruler appeared to these American patriots to
be very desirable, and they fully believed that Canada
was ready to rise and throw off its allegiance to the:
British crown as soon as an American army appeared
on its frontier. Dr. Eustis, the United States Secretary
of War, in one of his speeches gave expression to this.
sentiment when he said: <“We can take the Canadas.
without soldiers; we have only to send officers into the:
Provinces and the people, disaffected towards their own
Government, will rally round our standard.”

Hon. Henry Clay, who had always been most
violent in his animosity against Great Britain, said on
the floors of Congress:—‘“It is absurd to suppose that
we will not succeed in our enterprise against the
enemy’s Provinces. We have the Canadas as much
under our command as Great Britain has the ocean, and
the way to conquer her on the ocean is to drive her from
the land. 1 am not for stopping at Quebec or






CHAPTER II.

A Warlike Congress —Excitement in the United States.—War De-
clared 1gth June, 1812.—Population of the Canadian Provinces.
—The Small Force of Regulars—Congress Calls for 186,000 Regu-
lars, Vclunteers and Militia.—Canada to be Invaded at Three
Points —A Day of Humiliation and Prayer Appointed.—Sir George
Prevost’s Preparations for War—Liberal Grant of the Legislature of
Lower Canada—General Brock’s Vigor and Capacity.—Dr.
Eustis's Ambition.—Hull's Army Stealing on Canada before War
was Declared.

Although, as has been seen, war had been resolved
on by the Congress of the United States as early as the
autumn of 1811, there was still some formal business to
be done before it could be actually declared. The cry
for war on the part of the people seemed to be loud, yet
there were many who were strongly opposed to such a
contingency, while others, when they found their
country on the eve of a contest, felt great hesitancy as
to the proper course to pursue. Among these doubters
was no less a personage than President Madison him-
self, who, notwithstanding his belligerent message to
Congress, had never been in favor of resorting to
hostilities if they could by any possibility be avoided.
But he was in the hands of men more powerful than
himself. On the 2nd March, 1812, he was waited
upon by a number of the leading men of the Democratic
party and plainly told that the only terms upon which
he could obtain re-nomination to the Presidency was by
consenting to a declaration of war against Great Britain.
In their opinion such a measure was necessary to the
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success of the party, although at this day it does not
seem quite clear how the Democrats could be defeated
because they acquiesced in the pacific policy which the
Federalists advocated. Madison, coerced by the threats
of his political friends, yielded against the dictates of his
better judgment, and thereby brought on his country
three years of war which gave not one compensating
advantage. On the 1st April he sent a confidential
message to Congress, recommending the laying of an
embargo on all shipping for sixty days, as a preliminary
to a declaration of war against Great Britain. A bill to
this effect was, by the aid of the previous question,
carried in the House of Representatives the same even-
ing by a vote of seventy to forty-one. Next day it was
sent to the Senate which took it up under a suspension
of the rules and passed it with an amendment extending
the time of the embargo to ninety days. This amend-
ment was concurred in by the House, and the bill became
law on the g4th April. The Embargo Act was
followed by another measure forbidding all importations
by land whether of goods or specie. These enactments
were followed by vigorous preparations for war both by
land and sea, by strengthening the Army and Navy and
making large depots and magazines for the use of
the troops. On the 1st June, Mr. Madison, yielding
once more to the pressure put upon him by a Committee
of Democrats headed by Henry Clay, sent another con-
fidential message to Congress recapitulating a number
of reasons why, in his opinion, war should be declared
and leaving the decision of the question in the hands of
Congress. Acting on this the House of Representatives
on the 4th of June, by a vote of seventy-nine to forty-
nine, passed a bill declaring war against Great Britain.
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This bill was discussed by the Senate for twelve days
and was finally passed in that body on the 17th
June by a vote of nineteen to thirteen. It was then
sent back to the House on the 18th for concurrenec
in certain amendments; the same day it received the
signature of the President, and on the following day he
issued a proclamation declaring war between the two
countries.

While the debate on the war measure was going on
in the Senate, although the deliberations of that body
were supposed to be secret, enough leaked out to make
the public aware of what the result was likely to be. In
the South and West the war was popular, but in the
New England States the reverse was the case. There
the news that war had been declared was received with
marked tokens of disfavor. The Governors of Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut refused to
comply with the requisitions for militia made upon them
by the President, taking the ground that such a demand
could only be made in case of an actual invasion. The
Legislature of New Jersey denounced the war as ‘‘in-
expedient, ill-timed and dangerously impolitic.” The
Maryland House of Delegates passed resolutions com-
mending the action of the New England Governors.
But such demonstrations only served to exasperate the
promoters of the war, the would be conquerors of
Canada. The Federal Republic, a newspaper pub-
lished in Baltimore which ventured to oppose the war,
had its office sacked by the mob and its proprietors put
in peril of their lives. An attempt to re-establish the
paper a few weeks later resulted in a fearful riot in
which General Lingan, an aged hero of the Revolution,
was killed and General Henry Lee, a very distinguished
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of Government, but not more so than the Loyalists who
had suffered from American injustice. In both these
classes the invaders of Canada could only expect to find
resolute enemies; yet such was the delusion of Ameri-
can politicians, that they actually expected both British
immigrants and Loyalists to rise and renounce their
allegiance the moment an American force appeared on
the frontier. It was a vain hope, and the lesson taught
the presumptuous invaders was one that has not been
forgotten even at the present day. The American
immigrants who came to Upper Canada after the
Loyalist immigration were not numerous enough to
affect the efficient defence of the Province, even had
they been disposed to do so, which is doubtful. There
is no reason to believe that the majority of them were
otherwise than hearty in their support of the common
cause.

Yet, after making all allowance for the loyalty and
fortitude of the people of Canada, it is impossible not to
feel surprised at the combination of skill, courage and
good fortune which enabled the country to make a suc-
cessful defence against its invaders. = Against the few
hundred thousand inhabitants of Canada were arrayed
the eight millions of the United States, forming a popu-
lation that had read a great deal of the glories of war
and desired to experience some of them in their own
persons. The British Islands then had a population of
eighteen millions, but they were three thousand miles
away, and, with one brief interval of peace, had for
nineteen years been at war with France, spending hun-
dreds of millions of pounds in maintaining the conflict,
and in subsidizing other nations in order to enable their
armies to keep the field. In 1812 the British had a land
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force of 300,000 men, but the area of conflict was so
wide that it was impossible to spare many troops for the
defence of Canada, even had a war been anticipated.
But all through the summer of that year, the Orders in
Council having been revoked, the British Government
rested secure in the belief that there would be no war,
and it is marvellous that during this critical period Can-
ada was not over-run and wholly lost to the British
Crown. The total number of British regulars in
Canada when war was declared was but 4,450, and of
these there were only 1,450 in the Upper Province with
a frontier of thirteen hundred miles to defend against an
active and enterprising enemy. These consisted of nine
hundred men of the 41st Regt.; two hundred and fifty
of the 1oth Royal Veteran Battalion; two hundred and
fifty of the Royal Newfoundland Regt. and fifty men of
the Royal Artillery. In Lower Canada were the first bat-
talion of the 8th, the 4g9th and 1ooth Regiments, a small
detachment of Artillery and the Canadian and Glengarry
Fencibles, the latter two being Provincial corps. The
only reinforcements which arrived during the summer of
1812 were the 1st Regt. or Royal Scots from the West
Indies, and the 1o3rd Regt., and a few recruits for the
other regiments from England, but the reinforcements
did not reach Canada in time to take part in any of the
important operations of that year. The defence of the
country against a powerful invading enemy had there-
fore to be entrusted to the few regulars that were in
Canada prior to the declaration of war and to the Cana-
dian militia.

The preparations for the invasion of Canada were
made on a very ample scale. Congress had provided
for the maintenance of a regular army of 36,700 men,
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in addition to 50,000 volunteers, and to these were to be
added 100,000 militia to be furnished by the several
states. A loan of $11,000,000 was authorized, and this
it was expected would pay the war expenses for the first
year, but, as nearly $5,000,000 of this loan was not
subscribed for and the war expenditure was more than
double what had been anticipated, the difference had to
be made up by an issue of Treasury notes, an expedient
which brought financial disaster on the country at a
later day. Canada was to be invaded at three points,
one army being directed by way of Plattsburg on Lake
Champlain against Montreal; a second against the
Niagara frontier, and a third against the extreme end of
the Western Peninsula at Detroit. Major General
Dearborn, who had the general direction of military
operations on the northern frontier, commanded the
Plattsburg army in person, and is said to have received
the most positive instructions to winter at Montreal.
The Niagara army which was 6,300 strong was under
the command of Major General Stephen Van Rensselaer
of New York. The Detroit army was commanded by
Brigadier General Hull, a veteran of the Revolutionary
war. This last army, which was the first to take the
field, was not included in the command of General
Dearborn, but was under the immediate direction of Dr.
Eustis, the Secretary of War, the person who was so
confident of taking Canada without soldiers.

It was quite in keeping with the spirit which had
marked the conduct of the whole quarrel with England
that Congress before adjourning should have requested
the President to recommend a day of humiliation and
prayer to be observed by the people of the United
States, for the purpose of publicly invoking the blessing
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of God on their cause. President Madison appointed
the 2oth August for this purpose. On that day all
good citizens of the United States were expected to
approach the awful presence of the Almighty Ruler of
the Universe with a petition on their lips, that He would
strengthen their armies to enable them to invade and
slay the peaceful people of Canada; that he would
graciously assist them to desolate Canadian homes, to
make widows of the wives, and orphans of the children
of Canada, and to bring all the manifold horrors of war
on a people who had never injured them by word or
deed. If the Almighty had not been merciful as well
as just, these impious petitions would have withered the
lips of those who uttered them, but before they were
made they had been denied, and one American army
with its General was a prisoner on the soil of Canada.
Had this fact been known to the New England minis-
ters who took advantage of the day to denounce the
war and its authors from their pulpits, it would have
given point to their utterances and strength to their
eloquence. The words of William Ellery Channing on
that occasion, spoken from his own pulpit in Boston
when he declared the war to be ‘“an unjustifiable and
ruinous war”’—a war that is leading us down to poverty
vice and slavery,” were so suitable to the day and so
true as to be almost prophetic. A war undertaken
under false pretences, for the benefit not of the nation
but of party, and aimed against the peace, liberty and
happiness of a friendly people could not end otherwise
than in disaster.

The Governor General of Canada when the war broke
out was Sir George Prevost, an officer of Swiss origin,
who had risen to high rank in the British service, and
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who, in consequence of his conciliatory disposition and
kindly manners had proved an acceptable civil governor.
But as a military leader, as the sequel showed, he was
an utter failure, and nearly every disaster which the
British suffered during the war is to be attributed to his
weakness or incompetency. Canada needed at that
time a bold and active Commander in Chief, but Sir
George Prevost was neither active nor bold, and during
the whole period of the war he hung like a dead ‘weight
on more enterprising officers who commanded the
armies in Canada. The single claim that Sir George
Prevost has upon the respect of the Canadians of the
present day rests on the fact that he succeeded in win-
ning the confidence of the French of Lower Canada.
The Legislature of that Province, when it met in
Frebruary, 1812, was not backward in adopting his
advice to take defensive measures in view of an antici-
pated invasion. A Militia bill was passed which
authorized the Governor to embody two thousand
unmarried men for three months in the year; and in
case of invasion or imminent danger thereof, to retain
them for one year, relieving one-half of the number
embodied by fresh drafts at the expiration of that
period. In the event of war the Governor was author-
ized to embody the whole militia of the Province should
it become necessary. The grants for the support of the
militia were on a most liberal scale when it is consid-
ered that the total revenue of the Province for the
previous year had been only seventy-five thousand
pounds. The sum of sixty-two thousand pounds was
granted for the purpose of militia and defence, of which
thirty thousand pounds were only to be employed in
case of war. The Governor General was thus placed
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steps as his means permitted for their equipment and
the strengthening of the military posts. In all this,
however, he was restrained and hampered by his
superior, Sir George Prevost, who did not believe until
the spring was far advanced that there would be any
war, and was fearful lest the expenditure of a few thou-
sand pounds, in precautionary measures of defence that
might turn out afterwards to have been unnecessary,
should impair his own popularity.

While, as has been already seen, the war was pro-
moted by the Democrats of the United States for the
purpose of advancing their party interests at the coming
Presidential election, Dr. Eustis, the war secretary had
some personal views of his own which prompted him to
become its advocate. This gentleman had served as a
regimental surgeon in the Continental Army of the
Revolution, and afterwards settled in Boston where he
became a violent politician. After serving in Congress
for some time he was appointed Secretary of War by
President Madison when his first term commenced in
1809. From the moment of his appointment he em-
ployed his best energies to bringing on a war with
Great Britain, seeing in such a measure and the con-
quest of Canada, to which he believed it would lead, an
easy method of seating himself, a successful war secre-
tary, in the Presidental chair. The glory of having
added an enormous area to the territory of the United
States would, in his view, be sufficient to give him an
assurance of capturing so great a prize as the chief
magistracy of the republic. =~ But to prevent there
being any possibility of doubt as to the person entitled
to the glory of conquering Canada, he determined on
directing an invasion against what he believed to be its
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weakest point, the Detroit frontier. It was for this rea-
son that he assumed the entire control of the army
under General Hull, and it illustrates in a marked
degree the irony of fate, that the very precautions which
he took to isolate this army from the command of Gener-
al Dearborn, led to its capture and his own political ruin.
Had the operations in the Western Peninsula been
included in the armistice signed by Dearborn on the
oth August, the British flag would not have been flying
over Detroit seven days later.

There was, however, a great deal of the wisdom of
the serpent in the manner in which the American war
secretary proceeded to open the campaign against
Canada. In the early part of the year Governor Hull
of Michigan was called to Washington for the purpose
of consulting with Eustis as to the proposed invasion
of Canada by way of Detroit. Hull was rather averse
to be the leader of such a campaign, unless the control
of Lake Erie could first be secured, but he was over-
borne by the eloquence and the promises of the war
secretary, and he yielded to his wishes, and accepted a
commission as Brigadier General and the command of
the proposed army of invasion, which was to be com-
posed of the militia and volunteers of Ohio and
Michigan, together with a regiment of the regular
army. In pursuance of this arrangement a requisition
was made upon Governor Meigs of Ohio for twelve
hundred militia to be drilled and ready to march to
Detroit. Ohio at that time had a population of 350,000
persons, or four times as many as the whole of Upper
Canada, and their warlike zeal was so great that far
more than the required number responded to the call of
Governor Meigs. They assembled at Dayton about the
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end of April and spent nearly a month in preparations
for the campaign. These included their organization
into three regiments and the election of officers. They
were presently joined by three companies of Ohio
Volunteers, and on the twenty-fifth of May, Governor
Hull made his appearance and took command of the
army. This date is important to remember for it shows
that an American Brigadier General was in command
of an army intended for the invasion of Canada, seven
days before the President’s message suggesting a
declaration of war was sent to Congress, and nearly four
weeks before war was actually declared. Nor must it
be forgotten that this expedition had been secretly pre-
pared, and that no one in Canada could learn, by any of
the ordinary channels of information, of the attack
which menaced his country.

The formal transfer of the command of the Ohio
Militia and Volunteers from Governor Meigs to
Governor Hull was accompanied by a grand display of
eloquence. If the result of the war could have been
decided by words, then the fate of Canada would have
been sealed that day, for there were orations by Gov-
ernor Meigs, General Hull and Colonel Lewis Cass,
then a young lawyer utterly without military exper-
ience, who had been elected to the command of the
Third Ohio Regiment. There was a vast amount of
patriotic enthusiasm on the occasion, as all the speakers
announced their intention to conquer Canada or die in
the attempt. But there was far more when a few days
later the men of Ohio were joined by the 4th Regiment
of regulars under Lieut. Colonel James Miller. They
were escorted into Camp by the three Ohio regiments
and passed under a triumphal arch of evergreens






CHAPTER III.

General Hull's Army Commences the March to Detroit on June 12th,—
News of the Declaration of War in Canada.—Capture of the
Cuyahoga at Malden with Hull's Baggage and Despatches. ~Cap-
ture of the American Fort at Mackinack Without Bloodshed.—The
Glengarry Regiment and Canadian Voltigeurs.— Hull reaches
Detroit Invades Canada and Issues His Insolent Proclamation.—
General Brock’s Dignified and Able Reply.

It was on the 12th of June that Hull’s army was
united by the junction of the regulars under Colonel
Miller, and on the following day it commenced its march
towards the Detroit frontier, through the wilderness.
As Hull advanced, he built block-houses along his line
of march to serve for depots and rallying points for his.
force in the event of a retreat. At Blanchard’s Fork,
on the Miami River, a stockaded fort, which was named
Fort Findlay, was erected, and here Hull received a
despatch on the 24th of June from the war department,
directing him to hasten to Detroit and await further
orders. This despatch was dated the 19th of June, the
same day that war was declared, but it made no mention
of that fact. Hull hastened forward and halted at the
Rapids of the Miami, reaching there the highest settle-
ment on that river, and navigable water. For the
purpose of relieving his baggage animals of a part of
their burden, he placed his own baggage and that of
most of his officers, the hospital stores, intrenching tools
the general orders of the army and the complete muster
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rolls of his force, on the schooner Cuyahoga to be carried
to Detroit. The wives of several of his officers, and
thirty soldiers, were also embarked on the schooner.
This action, as it turned out, had a very important effect
on the issue of the campaign. The Cuyahoga reached
Miami Bay, where Toledo now stands, on the evening
of the 1st of July, and on the same day Hull’'s army
moved towards Detroit through a fine open country by
way of Frenchtown on the River Raisin.  Here on the
2nd of July, Hull was overtaken by a courier with a
despatch from the war department, informing him that
war had been declared against Great Britain and that he
should proceed to Detroit with all possible expedition.
It has been already seen that war had been declared
on the 19th of June, and that the intention of the
American war secretary was to have Canada invaded
and the territory opposite Detroit occupied before the
news of the declaration of war reached Sir George Pre-
vost or Major General Brock. But this intention was
defeated by the difficulty of the march through the wil-
derness, and by the vigilance of the friends of the Brit-
ish Government in New York city. Sir George Pre-
vost received information of the declaration of war on
the 24th of June, by an express from New York to the
North-west fur company, which left that city on the
20th, the day when intelligence of the declaration of war
reached it. On the 25th Sir George Prevost sent a cour-
ier with a letter to Brock, who was then at York, now
Toronto, but it did not reach him until the third day of
July when he was at Fort George on the Niagara fron-
tier. Brock had been already informed of the war by
an express from New York as early as the 27th June.
It appears that the intelligence of the declaration of war
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which reached Brock was brought by a messenger sent
by John Jacob Astor to Thos. Clark of Niagara Falls.
Thus the private interest of an American citizen, who
had a large trade in Canada, served the purpose of
putting the governor of Upper Canada on his guard
against the expected invasion. It is a curious circum-
stance that this messenger, who was a native of Albany,
told his countrymen on the way that he was carrying
the news of the war to Fort Niagara, and he obtained in
consequence every facility from them that money and
horses could afford. It is equally remarkable that the
official intimation of the war, from the British minister
at Washington, was so much delayed that it did not
reach Quebec until some weeks had elapsed. It was
fortunate for Canada that in this crisis she had not to
rely on official notices, for at that time every day was
precious, and the fate of the provinces hung in the
balance. Colonel St. George, who commanded the
British forces at Malden on the Detroit River, received
notice of the declaration of war on the 3oth June, two
days before it reached General Hull, and Captain
Roberts, who was in command of the British post on
the island of St. Joseph at the head of Lake Huron,
was notified by letter on the 8th July. It is stated in
American histories that the letters to Colonel St.
George and Captain Roberts were in envelopes franked
by the American Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Galla-
tin, but how this happend remains to this day a
mystery. It was certainly remarkable that the postal
facilities of the enemy should thus have been utilized
for the purpose of assisting Canada to defend itself
against an American invasion.

The promptitude with which the news of the war
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reached the Canadian frontier led to two events which
exercised the greatest possible influence on the result of
the campaign. On the morning of the 2nd July,
while the Cuyahoga, with all Hull’s baggage, was
sailing past Malden, unconscious of danger, she was
brought to by a gun from the British fort. The
British armed vessel Hunter went alongside of her, and
the schooner and her cargo became a prize. Thus the
most complete information in regard to Hull’s army,
its numbers and character, fell into the hands of the
British, besides a great variety of stores which were
necessary for his operation in the campaign against
Canada. Such a stroke as this at the very beginning
of the campaign augured ill for its result.

Still more important effects were produced by the
early conveyance of the news of the war to Captain
Roberts at St. Joseph. On the 15th July he
received letters by express from General Brock with
orders to adopt the most prudent measures either for
offence or defence which circumstances might point out.
Roberts had received intelligence that he was likely to
be attacked at St. Joseph, and he knew that his post
there was quite indefensible, so he determined to lose
no time in becoming the aggressor by taking the
American fort at Mackinack. On the 16th he embark-
ed with 45 officers and men of the 16th Royal Veteran
Battalion, 180 Canadians, 393 Indians and two iron six
pounders on his hazardous expedition. This force
reached Mackinack on the following morning. A
summons was immediately sent in, and Fort Mackinack
with seven pieces of cannon and 61 officers and
men of the United States army surrendered without the
shedding of a single drop of blood. Captain Roberts
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was so prompt in his movements, and so judicious in
the measures he adopted, that it was impossible for
the Americans to make any successful resistance, for
his men were on the heights which commanded the fort
with a gun in position, almost before the enemy had
notice of their presence. This capture of the very
important post of Mackinack was of far more conse-
quence to the British cause than would be apparent to
the casual reader, for it fixed the loyalty of the
Indians, and showed them which side they should take
in the coming struggle, and it left Detroit wholly open
to the attacks of the savages from the Northern lakes.
If Mackinack had been held by the American forces in
1812 the result of the campaign on the Detroit frontier
might have been very different.

The very small force of regulars in Canada for its
defence would have been still smaller at the commence-
-ment of the war, had it not been for the steps taken by
Sir George Prevost on the advice of Major General
Brock, early in the year, to increase the number of
Canadian regiments. In February 1812 the establish-
ment of the existing provincial regiment, the Canadian
Fencibles, was increased to 800 men, and a project,
which had been proposed several years before, for
raising a regiment of infantry from the Glengarry
settlers, was carried into effect. Brock took an active
part in promoting this work but due credit should also
be given to Sir George Prevost for his share in it. His
correspondence with the British Government shows that
while this project of enlisting a regiment of 400
men was at first approved, it was afterwards discounten-
anced, and on the 3oth March, 1812, Lord Liverpool
wrote Sir George Prevost ordering him to abandon the
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work of raising the Glengarry regiment, the British
Government evidently then believing and continuing to
believe during most of the summer of 1812, that there
would be no war. But fortunately for Canada the work
of enlisting this regiment had advanced so far before
Sir George Prevost received Lord Liverpool's letter that
his orders could not be carried out, and on the 26th
May Sir George was able to report to Lord Liverpool
that the Glengarry regiment, completed to the num-
ber of 400 men, was stationed at Three Rivers. The
strength of this regiment was afterwards increased
to 600 and finally to 80oo men, and it performed
very efficient service during the war. It appears from
a despatch written by Sir George Prevost to Lord
Liverpool dated the 15th July, 1812, that Glengarry
did not supply’ all the men necessary to complete the
regiment which bore that name, but that all the
provinces had to be resorted to for recruits for it.
In the same despatch he states that he had limited the
numbers of the Canadian Voltigeurs to 300, owing to
the low state of the military chest.

Major General Brock was at York, the capital of the
province, when news was received of the declaration of
war. At that time he had just been offered a company
of farmer’s sons with their trained horses for the equip-
ment of a cavalry brigade to be commanded by Captain
Holdcraft of the Royal Artillery. This offer was im-
mediately accepted, and the flank companies of the
militia of the Upper Province were called out, which
made an addition of 800 men to his available
force. Brock then hastened to Fort George on the
Niagara frontier, and there established his military
headquarters. He summoned the Indians of the Grand

P L TR
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River to come to his assistance, and about 100
of them responded. These prompt measures showed
that the cause of Great Britain and of Canada was not
likely to suffer for any lack of zeal or energy on the
part of the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada.
The cavalry brigade was complete by the 3rd July.
The Americans had gathered a considerable force on
the east side of the Niagara River, but the Niagara
frontier was lined with British troops and militia, and
other preparations made to give the enemy a warm
reception.

In the meantime Hull was advancing towards the
Detroit frontier. Detroit at that time was a town of
some 160 houses, with a population of about 800, the
inhabitants being chiefly of French descent. On the
hill in the rear of the village, about 250 yards from the
river stood Fort Detroit. It was quadrangular in form
with bastions on each corner and covered about two
acres of ground. Its embankments were nearly twenty
feet in height, with a deep dry ditch, and it was sur-
rounded by a double row of pickets. This fort before
Hull’s arrival was garrisoned by g4 officers and men of
the United States army. Its position was one of con-
siderable strength, but it was so placed that it did not
command the river, and could not damage the armed
vessels which the British had at that time in those
waters. The town itself was surrounded by strong
pickets 14 feet high with loop-holes to shoot through.

The St. Clair River flows through Lake St. Clair, a
few miles to the eastward of Detroit, to Lake Erie, its
course being almost north and south. Near the
junction of the river with Lake Erie on the United
States side is Brownstown ; immediately opposite
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Brownstown was Amherstburg and Fort Malden; while
on the Canadian side of the river nearly opposite
Detroit was the village of Sandwich.

Hull's army reached Brownstown on the 4th July,
and spent that day in constructing a bridge across the
Huron River. They marched early the next morning
and that evening encamped at Spring Wells, at the
lower end of the Detroit settlement, opposite Sandwich,
where a small British force was stationed, and where
fortifications were being erected. Fort Detroit and its
vicinity were immediately occupied by Hull’'s army.
These enthusiastic warriors amused themselves by can-
nonading the village of Sandwich, frightening the
inhabitants out of their houses, and doing some slight
damage. Hull had fully 2500 men with him when he
reached Detroit.

The British forces on the Canadian side of the river
consisted of 100 men of the Forty-first regiment,
a few artillery, 300 Canadian Militia and about 150
Indians, the whole under the command of Colonel St.
George. The only fortification at that time was Fort
Malden, which was a small work of four bastions flank-
ing a dry ditch, with an interior defence of pickets with
loop-holes for musketry. All the buildings in this fort
were of wood roofed with shingles, and could easily
have been destroyed by a few shells. As a defensive
work against a civilized enemy with artillery, Fort
Malden could be of no use whatever. A few of the
British were stationed at Sandwich, and there Colonel
St. George had commenced the erection of a two-gun
battery, but it had not been completed when the Ameri-
cansarrived at Detroit. Hull’s army was so determined
on the immediate invasion of Canada that his delay in
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taking this step almost made his soldiers mutinous.
During his march through the wilderness he discovered
that amateur soldiers, hastily levied and commanded by
officers whom they had themselves elected, were not to
be controlled with as much ease as if they had been
disciplined veterans, because they had not been taught
the first duty of a soldier, obedience. Hull delayed his
invasion until he had received orders from Washington
to advance, but these orders having arrived on the
evening of the 7th July, Hull determined to invade
Canada at once. The number of British troops at
Sandwich was so small that there was no difficulty in
crossing over, but Hull thought it necessary to resort to
strategy, and sent his boats down the river on the
evening of the 11th to Spring Wells for the purpose of
inducing the British to believe that an attack on Malden
was contemplated. During the night the boats returned
up the river, and the crossing was effected at a point
about a mile and a half to the eastward of Detroit, and
some three miles from Sandwich. The few British that
were at Sandwich retired down the river to the main
body, so that no resistance whatever was offered.
General Hull now issued a proclamation to the inhabit-
ants of Canada which was intended to intimidate them
and prevent them from defending their country against
their enemies. This proclamation is said to have been
written by Colonel Louis Cass, one of his officers, who
afterwards became a public man of some note, and was
as follows :—

““‘Inhabitants of Canada:

‘“ After thirty years of peace and prosperity the United
States have been driven to arms. The. injuries and
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aggressions, the insults and indignities of Great Britain
have once more left them no alternative but manly re-
sistance, or unconditional submission.

“The army under my command, has invaded your
country, and the standard of UNION now waves over
the territory of Canada. To the peaceable, unoffending
inhabitant, it brings neither danger nor difficulty. 1
come to find enemies, not to make them, I come to pro-
tect, not to injure you.

‘““Separated by an immense ocean, and an extensive
wilderness from Great Britain, you have no participation
in her councils, nor interest in her conduct. You have
felt her tyranny, you have seen her injustice, but I do
not to ask you to avenge the one or redress the other.
The United States are sufficiently powerful to afford you
every security, consistent with their rights, and your
expectations. I tender you the invaluable blessings of
civil, political and religious liberty, and their necessary
result, individual and general prosperity—that liberty
which gave decision to our councils and energy to our
conduct in our struggle for independence, and which
conducted us safely and triumphantly through the
stormy period of the revolution. That liberty which
has raised us to an elevated rank among the nations of
the world, and which has afforded us a greater measure
of peace and security, of wealth and improvement, than
ever fell to the lot of any people.

“In the name of my country and by the authority of
my Government, I promise protection to your persons,
property and rights. Remain at your homes—pursue
your peaceful and customary avocations—raise not
your hands against your brethren—many of your
fathers fought for the freedom and independence we
now enjoy. Being children, therefore, of the same
family with us, and heirs to the same heritage, the
arrival of an army of friends must be hailed by you with
a cordial welcome. You will be emancipated from
tyranny and oppression, and restored to the dignified -
station of freemen. :
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““Had I any doubt of eventual success, I might ask
your assistance butI do not. I come prepared for
every contingency. I havea force which will look
down all opposition, and that force is but the vanguard
of a much greater. If contrary to your own interests,
and the just expectation of my country, you should take
part in the approaching contest, you will be con-
sidered and treated as enemies, the horrors and calami-
ties of war will stalk before you.

““If the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain
be pursued, and the savages are let loose to murder our
citizens, and butcher our women and children, this war
will be a war of extermination.

“The first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt
with the scalping knife, will be the signal of one indis-
criminate scene of desolation. No white man found
fighting by the side of an Indian, will be taken prisoner
—instant destruction will be his lot. If the dictates of
reason, duty, justice and humanity, cannot prevent the
employment of a force which respects no rights, and
knows no wrong, it will be prevented by a severe and
relentless system of retaliation.

“] doubt not your courage and firmness; I will not
doubt your attachment to liberty. If you tender your
services voluntarily, they will be accepted readily.

“The United States offer you peace, liberty and
security. Your choice lies between these and war,
slavery and destruction. Choose then, but choose
wisely ; and may He who knows the justice of the cause,
and who holds in His hands the fate of nations, guide
you to a result the most compatible with your rights
and interests, your peace and prosperity.

“W. HULL.
““By the General, ‘““A. F. HULL.,
“Capt. 13thregt., U. S. Inf. and aide-de-cam p.

Head-quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812.”

Major General Brock was at Fort George on the
Niagara frontier, when on the 2o0th July, he received
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intelligence of Hull’s invasion and a copy of his proc-
lamation. He instantly issued a counter proclamation
which is a marvel of manly eloquence and which pro-
duced a powerful effect on the minds of all who read it.

PROCLAMATION.

“The unprovoked declaration of war, by the United
States of America, against the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland and its dependencies, has
been followed by the actual invasion of this Province in
a remote frontier of the western district, by a detach-
ment of the armed forces of the United States. The
officer commanding that detachment, has thought prop-
er to invite his Majesty’s subjects not merely to a quiet
and unresisting submission, but insults them with a
call to seek voluntarily the protection of his government.
Without condescending to repeat the illiberal epithets
bestowed in this appeal of the American Commander to
the people of Upper Canada, or the administration of
his Majesty, every inhabitant of the province is desired
to seek the confutation of such indecent slander, in the
review of his own particular circumstances. Where is the
Canadian subject who can truly affirm to himself that he
has been injured by the government in his person, his
liberty or his property? Where is to be found in any
part of the world, a growth so rapid in wealth and pros-
perity, as this colony exhibits ?—Settled not thirty years,
by a band of veterans, exiled from their former posses-
sions on account of their loyalty, not a descendant of
these brave people is to be found who under the fostering
liberality of their Sovereign, has not acquired a property
and means of enjoyment superior to what were possess-
ed by their ancestors. This unequalled prosperity
could not have been attained by the utmost liberality of
the government, or the preserving industry of the peo-
ple, had not the maritime power of the mother country
secured to its colonies a safe access to every market
where the produce of their labour was in demand.
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““The unavoidable and immediate consequence of a
separation from Great Britain, must be the loss of this
inestimable advantage; and what is offered you in
exchange? To become a territory of the United States
and share with them that exclusion from the ocean
which the policy of their present government enforces—
you are not even flattered with a participation of their
boasted independence, and it is but too obvious, that
once exchanged from the powerful protection of the
United Kingdom, you must be re-annexed to the
dominion of France, from which the Province of Canada
was wrested by the arms of Great Britain, at a vast ex-
pense of blood and treasure, from no other motive but
to relieve her ungrateful people from a cruel neighbor.
This restitution of Canada to the empire of France was
the stipulated reward for the aid afforded to the revolted .
colonies, now the United States; the debt is still due,
and there can be no doubt but the pledge has been
renewed as a consideration for commercial advantages,
or rather for an expected relaxation in the tyranny of
France over the commercial world.—Are you prepared,
inhabitants of Upper Canada, to become willing sub-
jects, or rather slaves, to the despot who rules the
nations of Europe with a rod of iron?—if not; arise in a
body, and exert your energies, co-operate cordially with
the King’s regular forces, to repel the invader, and do
not give cause to your children, when groaning under
the oppression of a foreign master to reproach you with
having too easily parted with the richest inheritance of
this earth,—a participation in the name, character and
freedom of Britons.

““The same spirit of justice, which will make every
reasonable allowance for the unsuccessful efforts of zeal
and loyalty, will not fail to punish the defalcation of
principle: every Canadian freeholder is, by deliberate
choice, bound by the most solemn oaths to defend the
monarchy as well as his own property; to shrink from
that engagement is a treason not to be forgiven: let no
man suppose that if in this unexpected struggle, his
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Majesty’s arms should be compelled to yield to an over-
whelming force, that-the province will be eventually
abandoned; the endeared relation of its first settlers, the
intrinsic value of its commerce, and the pretensions of
its powerful rival to repossess the Canadas, are pledges
that no peace will be established between the United
States and Great Britain and Ireland, of which the
restoration of these provinces does not make the most
prominent condition.

“Be not dismayed at the unjustifiable threat of the
commander of the enemy’s forces, to refuse quarter
should an Indian appear in the ranks.—The brave
bands of natives which inhabit this colony, were like
his Majesty’s subjects, punished for their zeal and
fidelity by the loss of their possessions in the late
colonies, and rewarded by his Majesty with lands of
superior quality in this province; the faith of the British
Government has never yet been violated, they feel that
the soil they inherit is to them and their posterity
protected from the base arts so frequently devised to
overreach their simplicity.

By what new principle are they to be prevented from
defending their property ? If their warfare, from being
different from that of the white people, is more terrific
to the enemy, let him retrace his steps—they seek him
not—and cannot expect to find women and children in
an invading army; but they are men, and have equal
rights with all other men to defend themselves and
their property when invaded, more especially when
they find in the enemy’s camp a ferocious and mortal
foe using the same warfare which the American Com-
mander affects to reprobate.

““This inconsistent and unjustifiable threat of refus-
ing quarter for such a cause as being found in arms
with a brother sufferer in defence of invaded rights,
must be exercised with the certain assurance of retalia-
tion, not only in the limited operations of war in this
part of the King’s dominions but in every quarter of
the globe, for the national character of Britain is not
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less distinguished for humanity than strict retributive
justice, which will consider the execution of this
inhuman threat as deliberate murder, for which every
subject of the offending power must make expiation.

ISAAC BROCK,
Major-General and President.

‘“Head-quarters, Fort George, 22nd July, 1812.
¢ By order of His Honor the President,
I. B. GLEGG, Capt. A. D. C.”

“GOD SAVE THE KING.”

General Brock sent Colonel Proctor of the 41st Regt,
to assume command at Ambherstburg, with such rein-
forcements as he could spare, and then proceeded to York
to meet the legislature of Upper Canada, which as-
sembled in special session on the 27th “July. His
opening speech to that body was well calculated to
awaken in the hearts of its members those patriotic
feelings which are seldom absent from the breasts of
Canadians. He said :—

““When invaded by an enemy whose avowed object is:
the entire conquest of the province, the voice of loyalty
as well as of interest, calls aloud to every person in the
sphere in which he is placed to defend his country.
Our militia have heard the voice and have obeyed it.
They have evinced by the promptitude and loyalty of
their conduct that they are worthy of the king whom
they serve, and of the Constitution which they enjoy;
and it affords me particular satisfaction that, while I ad-
dress you as legislators, I speak to men who, in the
day of danger, will be ready to assist not only with their
counsel, but with their arms.

““We are engaged in an awful and eventful contest.
By unanimity and despatch in our Councils, and by
vigor in our operations, we may teach the enemy this



58 THE WAR OF 1812.

lesson, that a country defended by free men, enthusias-
tically devoted to the cause of their King and Constitu-
tion, cannot be conquered.”

The House of Assembly thus addressed contained
some members who were not in harmony with the gen-
eral feeling of loyalty which prevailed throughout the
province, and who endeavored to obstruct the progress
of urgent business by dilatory methods. After a session
which lasted only nine days, and during which two acts
were passed providing for the defence of the province,
the legislature was prorogued and Brock left free to look
after the military operations which demanded his per-
sonal attention. The closing act of the legislature was
to issue a loyal address to the inhabitants of Upper
Canada, the tone of which leaves nothing to be desired.
The concluding paragraphs of this spirited document
are as follows:—

“Already have we the joy to remark, that the spirit
of loyalty has burst forth in all its ancient splendor.
The militia in all parts of the Province have volunteered
their services with acclamation, and displayed a degree
of energy worthy of the British name. When men are
called upon to defend everything they call precious—
their wives and children, their friends and possessions
—they ought to be inspired with the noblest resolutions,
and they will not easily be frightened by menaces or
conquered by force; and beholding, as we do, the flame
of patriotism burning from one end of the Canadas to
another, we cannot but entertain the most pleasing
anticipations.

“Our enemies have indeed said that they could
subdue this country by proclamation; but it is our part
to prove to them that they are sadly mistaken, that the
population is determinedly hostile to them, and that the
few who might be otherwise inclined will find it their
safaty to be faithful.




THE WAR OF 1812, 59

“Innumerable attempts will be made by falsehood to
detach you from your allegiance, for our enemies, in
imitation of their European master, trust more to
treachery than to force; and they will, no doubt make
use of many of those lies which, unfortunately for the
virtuous part of these States and the peace and happi-
ness of the world, had too much success during the
American rebellion. They will tell you that they are
come to give you freedom. Yes, the base slaves of the
most contemptible faction that ever distracted the affairs
of any nation, the minions of the very sycophants who
lick the dust from the feet of Bonaparte, will tell you
that they are come to communicate the blessing of
liberty to this Province; but you have only to look to
your own situation to put such hypocrites to confusion.

“Trusting more to treachery than to open hostility,
our enemies have already spread their emissaries
through the country to seduce our fellow-subjects from
their allegiance by promises as false as the principles
on which they are founded. A law has been enacted
for the speedy detection of such emissaries, and for
their condign punishment on conviction.

‘““Remember that, when you go forth to the combat,
you fight not for yourselves alone, but for the whole
world. You are defeating the most formidable conspir-
acy against the civilization of man that was ever con-
trived, a conspiracy threatening greater barbarism and
misery than followed the downfall of the Roman
Empire ; that now you have an opportunity of proving
your attachment to the parent state, which contends
for the relief of oppressed nations, the last pillar of true
liberty and the last refuge of oppressed humanity.

ALLAN MACLEAN,
“‘Speaker, Commons House of Assembly.”
““August sth, 1812.”






CHAPTER IV.

Hull's Operations.—Skirmish at Aux Canards.— Captain McCullough’s
Scalp. — McArthur’s Raid.—Repulsed at Aux Canards. — Major
Denny’s Militia put to Flight by the Indians.— Proctor takes Com-
mand at Malden.—Is Reinforced.—Cuts Hull's Communications
with Ohio.—Vanhorne's Defeat by .the Indians at Brownstown.—
Hull Evacuates Canada.—Miller’s Repulse at Maguaga.—American
Vandalism at Fort Gowris.—General Brock’s Zeal and Diligence.—
Arrives at Malden and Holds an Indian Council. — Prepares to
Attack Detroit.—Summons Hull to Surrender.—Crosses over to
Spring Wells with his Army and Advances on Detroit. — Hull
Surrenders that Post and his Entire Army.—Dishonorable Con-
duct of Brush.—Hull's Trial, Condemnation and Sentence.

General Hull having established himself on the soil
of Canada at Sandwich, his army expected that he
would make an immediate advance on Malden and clear
the frontier of British troops. Fort Malden was indeed

. very weak and quite untenable if attacked with vigor by
any considerable force but, as the British had command
of the river opposite, it could only be attacked by land
by way of Sandwich. At River Aux Canards, four
miles above Malden, Colonel St. George established an
outpost, and parties of Indians were thrown out in ad-
vance of it and scouted the banks of the Detroit river as
far as Turkey Creek. On the 15th July Colonel Cass
made his appearance in the vicinity of River Aux Can-
ards with 280 men of his regiment. The bridge over
this stream was defended by a company of the 4ist
Regiment, 60 militia and a party of Indians. The
Indians were sent forward about a mile to entice the



62 THE WAR OF 1812,

Americans to the bridge, but Cass and the bulk of his
men had gone farther up the stream in order to find a
place to cross and outflank the British, leaving a por-
tion of the detachment in ambush in the woods. This
concealed body of rifiemen fired on the Indians killing
one and wounding two others.  The dead Indian was
scalped by these soldiers of a general who had objected
to the use of the scalping knife in a proclamation only
three days old. The individual who thus imitated the
Indian, whose warfare, to use the words of President
Madison’s message to Congress, is ‘‘distinguished by
features peculiarly shocking to humanity,” was a certain
Captain William McCullough, who is described by an
American historian as ‘‘one of the bravest and most
devoted of his country’s defenders.” Captain McCul-
lough, just three weeks later, was unfortunate enough
to lose his own scalp, in an encounter with the Indians
at Brownstown. In his pocket was found a letter ad-
dressed to his wife in which his achievement was related,
and in which he boasted that he tore the scalp from the
head of the savage with his teeth. This trivial matter
would be unworthy of mention but for the proof which
it affords that savage deeds were by no means confined
to the Indians. With what show of reason could a
nation object to Indian methods of warfare when its
soldiers not only adopted those methods themselves, but
boasted of the fact, and carried home with them in
triumph the bloody trophies torn from the heads of sav-
ages whose worst deeds they surpassed.

Colonel Duncan McArthur of the 1st Ohio Regt, had
been dispatched up the Thames by General Hull to
collect supplies, the day after Canada was invaded. He
advanced as far as Moravian towns and commenced that
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career of plunder and rapine which gave him so evil a
reputation during the war. The stores and dwellings of
the inhabitants were robbed by these marauders, and
about two hundred barrels of flour brought away in
boats in addition to a vast quantity of other spoil.
McArthur returned from his foray on the seventeenth,
and on the two following days was engaged in skir-
mishing with the Indians near the Aux Canards. He had
then three or four hundred men with him, and a couple
of six pounders, but his advance against the bridge was
checked by two pieces of artillery, which the British had
upon it, and he was forced to retreat. The invaders
marched back to camp in very bad humor with them-
selves and their generals. Two privates of the 4ist
Regt., who formed a small look-out party, were wound-
ed and taken prisoners, but whether the Americans
suffered any loss has not been ascertained.

McArthur, during the temporary absence of General
Hull at Detroit, was left in command of the invading
army and he seemed to have made up his mind to take
Malden on his own account and thereby win immortal
renown. To effect this, however, it was necessary to
get past the obstinate defenders of the Aux Canards
bridge and, as a direct attack seemed certain to fail, he
resolved to get round them. A party of scouts under
Capt. McCullough was sent to look for a practicable pas-
sage for artillery above the bridge, but returned unsuc-
cessful, and brought a report of a band of Indians having
been seen between the Aux Canards and Turkey Creek.
Major Denny with one hundred and twenty militia of
the 1st Ohio Regt. was sent out to drive them away
on the morning of the 25th, but failed most lament-
ably in his enterprise. His detachment fell into an
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ambuscade formed by twenty-two Indians of the Min-
oumin tribe and fled in great confusion with a loss of
six killed and two wounded. The militia threw away
their arms, accoutrements, and haversacks and were
pursued for about three miles, until they met with
reinforcements. They then returned to camp thinking
that war was not quite so much of a holiday amusement
as they had imagined. The army had been a fortnight
in Canada and all there was to be shown for it was one
Indian scalp.

Immediately after the tidings of the invasion of Can-
ada reached General Brock, that vigilant and active
leader sent Capt. Chambers of the 4i1st Regt with a
small detachment to the Thames for the purpose of
gathering the Militia and Indians in that district and
advancing down the river towards Detroit. This
officer experienced difficulties which delayed his ad-
vance and rendered it necessary for the general to send
Colonel Proctor to take command on the Detroit frontier.
He arrived at Malden a few days after Major Denny’s
repulse, and, during the first week in August, was rein-
forced by sixty men of the 41st Regt. The new com-
mander soon made his presence known to the Americans
in a very unpleasant manner. As the British had the
command of Lake Erie and the river opposite Amherst-
burg, the only line of communication the Americans
had with Ohio was by a road which passed along the
west bank of the Detroit River through Brownstown to
the River Raisin. This communication Proctor im-
mediately cut with his Indians, leaving the American
army at Sandwich in a state of complete isolation, with
the certainty of being compelled to surrender if its com-
munications could not be restored. At this time General

b e e
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Hull received information that Captain Henry Brush,
with two hundred and thirty Ohio Volunteers, one
hundred beef cattle and other supplies for the army and
a mail, was at the River Raisin waiting for an escort to
enable him to reach Detroit. A detachment of two
hundred men was accordingly sent under Major Van-
horne to escort Brush to the camp. They had a mail
with them also which was destined for Ohio and took
their departure from Detroit in high spirits on the 4th
August. On the following day this body of troops,
while approaching Brownstown, fell into an ambush of
seventy Indians under Tecumseh and was compelled to
retreat in great disorder, being pursued for several miles
by the latter. The mail was lostand seventeen of the
Americans, among whom were seven officers, were
killed and eight wounded, all of whom were left behind.
It was on this occasion that the redoubtable Capt.
McCullough lost his scalp. The whole glory of this
affair belongs to the Indians, who alone were engaged,
and who lost only one man killed. A perusal of the
contents of the mail revealed the demoralized and
mutinous condition of the American army, and hasten-
ed the catastrophe which was approaching.

The defeat at Brownstown brought to a sudden end-
those dreams of a speedy triumph in which the Ameri-
can general had been indulging. The question was
not whether his army would occupy Malden but
whether it could maintain itself at Sandwich. General
Hull concluded that it could not and on the evening of
the 7th August the order was given for the army to re-
cross the river to Detroit, and this order was executed in
the course of the night and following morning. The
only Amesrican troops left on the soil of Canada were
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200 men under Major Denny who occupied a house be-
longing to one Gowris, which had been stockaded, and
some adjoining buildings. This post was called Fort
Gowris but its occupation was simply a sham for the
purpose of deceiving the soldiers and inducing them to
believe that they still had a foothold in Canada, for Hull
well knew that it could not be held. Thus had this for-
midable American army of invasion been driven from
the soil of Canada without a single British soldier or
Canadian militiaman being slain, or the exercise of any
greater amount of pressure on the enemy than was in-
volved in the placing of a few Indians across the line of
General Hull’s communications with Ohio. The forced
evacuation of Canada was a terrible humiliation, not
only to the army, but to the whole American people.
The general that had ‘‘come prepared for every contin-
gency,” and the force which was to ‘“look down all
opposition,” had been compelled to retire after a very
disgraceful fashion. The few French Canadians who,
awed by the dreadful threats or seduced by the mighty
promises of Hull, had placed themselves under his pro-
tection, now found themselves abandoned and left to the
vengeance of the authorities whom they had deserted.
The loyal men who had taken the field at their coun-
try’s call saw in Hull’s retreat the best proof that their
patriotic conduct had been wise as well as honorable.
The conduct of Hull’s army, while encamped in Canada,
had been such that no credence could be afterwards giv-
en to the promises of any other general of the same
nation. The Canadians who trusted Hull, instead of
being protected in their ‘“ persons, property and rights,”
as he, in the name of his country and by the authority
of his government, had solemnly promised they would
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be, had been systematically plundered and insulted by
the mutinous host which he commanded. This poor
old man, who after all was very much to be pitied,
could in fact hardly protect himself from the cowardly
Ohio rabble which called itself an army, but which had
neither courage nor discipline nor any other single
quality that an army should possess.

As the necessity for re-opening his communications
with Ohio and escorting Brush to Detroit had become
urgent, Colonel James Miller of the 4th U. S. infantry
was sent out on the 8th of August with a strong
detachment to effect that object. This force, which
numbered six hundred men, embraced Miller’s own
regiment of regulars, part of the 1st U. S. regiment, a
few volunteers and a body of cavalry and artillery with
two guns. Before Miller set out he harangued his
troops and informed them that they were going to meet
the enemy and to beat them. For the purpose of stim-
ulating their courage he added: ‘‘You shall not
disgrace yourselves nor me. Every man who shall
leave the ranks or fall back without orders will be
instantly put to death. I charge the officers to execute
this order.” On the afternoon of the following day
Miller’s force was approaching Maguaga, fourteen
miles below Detroit, when the British were encountered.
The detachment, which thus undertook to bar the way
of the Americans, was under Captain Muir of the g1st
Regt., and consisted of 75 men of that regiment, 60
militia, 125 Indians under Tecumseh and 7o Lake
Indians under Caldwell. The Lake Indians, who were
to the right of the British, fled, after a few volleys had
been exchanged, so that the latter to avoid being out-
flanked by an overwhelming force, were obliged to retire
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about half a mile and take a fresh position. The
Indians under Tecumseh maintained an obstinate con-
flict with Miller’s troops and suffered considerable loss.
The Americans, however, did not attempt to approach
the British in their new position, and Miller, thinking
himself too weak to break through their line, sent back
to Detroit for reinforcements. He was joined next day
by Col. McArthur with 100 men who had come down
in boats in which the wounded, who were numerous,
were to be taken back. These boats on their return
were captured by the boats of the Queen Charlotte and
Hunter under Lieutenant Rolette, the same energetic
officer who took the schooner with Hull’'s baggage.
No forward movement was made by the Americans that
day and in the afternoon they started to march back to
Detroit, a weary and dispirited body of men, thorough-
ly disgusted with themselves, their general, and with
the campaign. Even Miller’s threats of the bayonet
had failed to drive the heroes of Tippecanoe against
their enemies.

The American loss in the, so called, battle of Magu-
agua was eighteen killed and fifty-seven wounded, if
their own official accounts are to be relied on. The
British lost three killed and twelve wounded, one of
them, Lieut. Sutherland of the 4ist., mortally. Capt.
Muir was also wounded. The affair was a most
humiliating repulse for the Americans, for nearly all
the regulars they had on the frontier were engaged in
it, and if they, with their cavalry and artillery, could
not drive away a few British, Canadians and Indians
what could be expected of the militia alone. After this
severe shock to national pride, the pretence of occupy-
ing any part cf Canadiar territory seemed to be quite
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unnecessary, therefore Fort Gowris at Sandwich was
evacuated by Major Denny on the 11th of August, and
he and his men crossed over to Detroit. It was quite
in keeping with the vandal-like character of the inva-
sion that, before leaving the soil of Canada, Denny
should have ordered the destruction of the house of
Gowris which had given him shelter, and thereby
proved that it was not necessary to go to an Indian
camp to find men who disregarded the rules of civilized
warfare.

While these events were occurring on the Detroit
frontier, General Brock, now relieved of his Legislative
duties, was hastening forward reinforcements. The
spirit in which he had been met by the people of Can-
ada filled him with pride and hope, and his own exer-
tions were commensurate with the difficulties he had to
face. The militia of the province, imitating the
example of those of the county of York, had volun-
teered to a man to serve in any part of Western
Canada. John Macdonell, Esq., the attorney general,
with a zeal worthy of all honor, took service on the
general’s staff as provincial aide-de-camp, and his
conduct was but a type of that of the influential men of
the province generally. To equip the militia for the
field without money, supplies of food, clothing, shoes,
or even arms, would have been absolutely impossible
but for the spirit displayed by these gentlemen who
stood by him in that trying hour. One company of
private individuals, <“The Niagara and -Queenstown
Association,” supplied him with several thousands of
pounds sterling in bank notes, and with this he was
placed in a position to equip his militia forces. - Boats
were gathered at Long Point on Lake Erie, sufficient
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for the conveyance of three hundred men, and there
with 40 men of the 41st Regt., and 260 militia of the
county of Norfolk, he embarked on the 8th August.
On the 13th he reached Amerstburg, after a rough
passage, without any accident. Although it was nearly
midnight when he arrived, he had an interview the same
evening with Tecumseh, who was brought over from
his encampment on Bois Blanc Island to meet him, and
arrangements were made then for a council to be held
the following day. This was attended by nearly 1,000
Indians and was so satisfactory in every way that Gen-
eral Brock resolved upon such operations as would
compel the enemy to fight in the open field or sur-
render.

The same day that Major Denny evacuated Sandwich
the ground he left was occupied by a British detach-
ment, and the erection of batteries was commenced un-
der the direction of Capt. Dixon of the Royal Engin-
eers. The work was prosecuted with such diligence
that on the 15th, five guns were in position, all of which
commanded the fort at Detroit. At noon that day
Lieut. Col. Macdonell and Captain Glegg were sent by
General Brock to Hull, under a flag of truce, to demand
the immediate surrender of Detroit. Hull returned a
bold answer stating that he was ready to meet any force
the British might send against him and refusing to
comply with the demand. The same afternoon the
British guns, which comprised one 18-pounder, two
12-pounders and two §14 inch mortars, opened on
Detroit with shot and shell and were replied to by
seven 24-pounders from the other side of the river
which, however, failed to do the British batteries the
slightest injury, although the cannonade continued for
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several hours. During the night Tecumseh with
Colonel Elliot, Capt. McKee and 600 Indians landed
on the American shore two miles below Spring Wells
and five from Detroit. There they remained in
concealment until the following morning when General
Brock and his white troops crossed over at Spring
Wells.

The landing of the British was effected a little after
daylight, the Americans offering no opposition what-
ever. As soon as they began to cross, the Indians
moved forward and took up a position in the woods,
about a mile and a half distant, on the British left.
Brock’s force consisted of 30 men of the Royal Artil-
lery, 250 of the 41st Regt., 50 of the Royal Newfound-
land Regiment and 400 Canadian militia, making with
the Indians a grand total of 1330. He had with him
three six pounders and two three pounders, under the
command of Lieutenant Troughton. General Brock’s
idea, in crossing at that time was to advance towards
the fort, take up a strong position, and, by his menac-
ing attitude, compel the Americans to meet his force in
the field. But on'landing he was informed that Colonel
McArthur had left the garrison two days before, and
that his cavalry had been seen that morning three miles
distant in the rear of the British. This decided Brock
to make an immediate attack on the fort. The cause of
McArthur’s absence was the old trouble with regard to
Brush, who still halted at the River Raisin. On the
evening of the 14th Colonels McArthur and Cass had
set out with 350 men for the Raisin, taking a circuitous
route towards the head waters of the Huron in order to
avoid the Indians. The next afternoon, while en-
tangled in a swamp and unable to proceed fartker, they
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were summoned back to Detroit by a courier from Gen-
eral Hull, and were wearily making their way through
the woods towards it, when seen by Brock’s scouts.

Brock now advanced with his gallant little army to-
wards the fort, his left flank being guarded by the
Indians, as already stated, and his right resting on the
river which was commanded by the guns of the Queen
Charlotte. The cannon on the British batteries at
Sandwich now began firing vigorously and with fatal
results to the American garrison. One shot which fell
amongst a group standing at the door of one of the
officer’s quarters, killed three officers, one of them
Lieut. Hancks the late commandant at Mackinack, and
wounded others. Two or three succeeding shots
proved almost equally destructive and it was evident
that the Sandwich batteries had got the range only too
well. An extreme state of demoralization prevailed
within the fort in which there were many women, and
other non-combatants in a terrified condition. The
place was crowded with troops and yet they were utterly
helpless against the cannon balls which were dealing
death and destruction around them.

At this time when General Brock, now within a few
hundred yards of the fort, was preparing to deliver an
assault, a white flag was displayed from its walls and
General Hull’s aide-de-camp was seen emerging from
the American stronghold with a flag of truce. He bore
proposals for a cessation of hostilities with a view to an
immediate capitulation and General Brock sent Lieut.~
Col. Macdon:!l ard Capt. Glegg to the American
general to arrange the terms which were speedily
agreed upon and signed. At noon the same day, a
beautiful Sabbath morning, while the people of the
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United States were praying in their churches for the
success of their unholy invasion of Canada, the Ameri-
can standard was lowered and the British flag raised
over Fort Detroit. All the troops under the command
of General Hull, numbering 2500 men, became prison-
ers of war, and all the armament and stores of the army
passed into the hands of the British. The troops
surrendered comprised the 4th U. S. Regt. of Infantry
and detachments of the 1st and 3rd Regts., two troops
of cavalry, one company of Artillery Engineers ; three
regiments of Ohio militia volunteers, and one regiment
of Michigan militia. All the detached forces, includ-
ing those of McArthur and Brush, were embraced in
the capitulation. The militia were permitted to return
to their homes on condition of not serving again during
the war, unless exchanged. Thirty-three pieces of
cannon were surrendered, eight of which were of brass,
2,500 stand at arms, 40 barrels of gunpowder, 400
rounds of 24-pound shot, 1,000 cartridges and a vast
quantity and variety of military stores. The armed
brig Adams also became a prize; she was re-named the
Detroit.

Thus ended in disaster and disgrace the first attempt
to invade Canada. Undertaken in the wantonness of
imagined power, for the subjection of a friendly people
and the destruction of institutions which they cherished,
it was doomed to failure from the outset, because it was
entered upon without knowledge, discipline or skill, or
even that ordinary courage which every soldier is sup-
posed to possess.

The detachment of Brush with its convoy of cattle
and provisions for the army had been included in the
capitulation at the express request of Hull, as otherwise



74 THE WAR OF 1812,

it would have been liable to be cut off and destroyed by
the Indians, now relieved of any apprehensions in re-
gard to Detroit. Captain Elliot and two companions
were sent, on the day after the surrender, to the River
Raisin with a flag of truce and a copy of the articles of
capitulation, to receive the surrender of Brush and his
command. Brush had already received a note from
McArthur enclosing a letter from Hull notifying him of
the capitulation, yet he pretended to doubt the genuine-
ness of Elliot’s communication and put him in confine-
ment. Then, hastily packing up the public property at
the Raisin and driving the cattle before him, he started
with his whole command for Ohio, leaving orders for
Elliot to be released next day. This sample of Yankee
‘“smartness” showed that the instincts of this Ohio
officer, instead of being such as one would expect to
find in the breast of an officer and a gentleman, were
those of a thief, for the public property and arms thus
carried off had been surrendered and belonged to the
British Government. In view of this piece of Ohio
rascality it would have been quite proper for General
Brock to have refused to permit the Ohio volunteers,
who had become prisoners of war, to return home on
parole, as was provided in the capitulation; but he took
no such step in reprisal. No doubt he thought it well
to leave a monopoly of convention breaking to the
people whose Congress broke the convention of Sara-
toga, in 1777, and, who, instead of sending Burgoyne’s
army home to England, as had been solemnly promised,
kept them prisoners for several years at Charlottesville,
Virginia, in order that Thomas Jefferson and other
patriots might be enriched by the sale of produce from
their plantations for their sustenance. The militia and
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volunteers were, therefore, permitted to return home,
as had been stipulated, but the regulars were sent to
Montreal and afterwards to Quebec.

The entrance of General Hull and his command into
the former city was made the occasion of a notable
demonstration, every one being anxious to see this
ruthless relic of the revolution, who had so suddenly
descended from the position of an exterminating
invader to that of an humble captive. It was remark-
ed, at the time, and should be remembered now, that
the Indians, whom Hull had execrated, had been more:
merciful to his men than he would have been to the:
peaceful people of Canada; for, in the procession of
prisoners, there were captives who had been taken by
the Indians and treated well, and there were wounded
men at Detroit to whom the Indians had given quarter
at Brownstown. The most diligent American historian
has failed to unearth a single case of ‘‘Indian atrocity”
connected with Brock’s campaign and the surrender of
Hull in the North West.

The surrender of Hull was a dreadful blow to the:
pride of the American people, and most damaging to-
the prestige of their government. It became necessary
for them to find a victim to appease the popular wrath:
and a convenient one was found in the general him-
self, who assumed all the responsibility of the affair..
Lewis Cass prepared the public mind to look calmly on:
while Hull was being sacrificed, by publishing a com-
munication addressed to the government in which the
patriotism and bravery of the army and the incompet-
ency of the general were drawn with a strong hand.
Hull was afterwards tried by a court martial, presided
over by General Dearborn, his enemy, found guilty of
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It was no doubt, a fortunate thing for the people of
Canada that Secretary Eustis was so much enamored of
his own special enterprise against the Detroit frontier,
that he bestowed a smaller share of his attention on the
other armies embraced in the contemplated plan of in-
vasion, than the exigencies of the case seemed to
demand. General Dearborn had been appointed first
Major-General or acting Commander-in-Chief in Febru-
ary, and the call for one hundred thousand militia had
been issued in April, but there was no army ready to
take the field when war was declared. General Dear-
born, soon after the commencement of hostilities, fixed
his headquarters at Greenbush, opposite Albany, and
established there a military depot. His “orders from
the war department were to prepare for a movement in
the direction of Niagara, Kingston and Montreal, to
take charge of the Militia, which Governor Tompkins
had called out, and to make demonstrations against the
Canadian frontier so as to prevent reinforcements being
sent to Malden by the British. The Militia of New
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York State, which was being collected under his ban-
ner, was formidable in point of numbers; the quota
being twelve thousand men, which were divided into
two divisions, and eight brigades, comprising twenty
regiments. Stephen Van Rensselaer of Albany was
appointed to the command of this force, and was
charged with the duty, not only of defending tbe fron-
tier of the state, from St. Regis to Pennsylvania, but
also of invading Canada itself. This gentleman was
not a military man, but a politician who had been
opposed to the war and whom it was thought proper to
conciliate by this appointment. It, therefore, became
necessary for him to take, as his aid and military
adviser, his cousin Colonel Solomon Van Rensselaer,
who had served in the regular army. Thus, by this
unique arrangement, the singular spectacle was pre-
sented of a Commander-in-chief going to school, as it
were, to learn the art of war.

The British Government, as has been seen, on the
23rd of June,—four days after war had been declared
but long before any news of it reached England—
revoked its orders in Council so far as they affected the
United States. So certain were the British authorities
that this would satisfy the Americans, they instructed
the admiral on the North American station to suspend
proceedings against captured vessels, and Sir George
Prevost was advised to propose an armistice and a
suspension of operations on land, pending a communi-
cation with the United States Government. The
Governor General accordingly sent Adjutant General
Baynes to Greenbush, where, on the 6th of August,
he concluded an armistice with General Dearborn.
Sir George Prevost had desired that it should be made
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to apply to the operations on the Detroit frontier as well
as to those to the eastward, but, as the former were not
under General Dearborn’s control, this could not be
done. Thus it happened that the very steps taken by
Secretary Eustis to win glory for himself led to the sur-
render of the army he controlled ; for, if the armistice
had applied ‘to the Detroit frontier, Hull would have
been saved. The American government refused to
ratify the armistice, putting forth by way of justification
several pretexts, such as that the president doubted the
authority to suspend the proceedings of prize courts ;
that he saw no security against the Indians ; and that
the arrangement was unequal as it would afford an
opportunity to reinforce Canada. Dearborn was per-
emptorily ordered to bring the armistice to a close, and
it terminated on the 2gth of August. Mr. Madison and
his advisers believed that all Canada must speedily
become their prize, and so regardless of all else but the
easy triumph which they anticipated, they resolved to
go on with the war.

The armistice, while it lasted, was very detrimental
to British interests, for it enabled the Americans to
convey supplies and munitions of war for their army
from Oswego to Niagara by water, and it released a
number of commercial vessels blockaded at Ogdens-
burg, which afterward were converted into war ships,
by which the command of Lake Ontario was, for a
time, wrested from the British.

The Niagara frontier, which on the Canadian side is
some thirty miles in length, is naturally weak and liable
to attack from the other shore at many points. It was
impossible for General Brock with the small force at his
command, which did not exceed twelve hundred regulars



8o THE WAR OF 1812,

and militia, to guard it strongly, as an overwhelm-
ing force was liable to be landed either at Fort Erie,
Queenstown or Fort George, and one of these places
occupied, before assistance could reach it. He, how-
ever, disposed his troops to the best advantage the cir-
cumstances would admit of and trusted to vigilance and
activity to supply the place of numbers. Fort George,
which was about a mile from Newark, as Niagara was
then named, was the headquarters of the general and
was garrisoned by part of the 41st Regiment and about
300 Militia. Guns were mounted between Fort George
and Queenstown, the principal battery being on Vroo-
man’s Point a mile below that place. Here was placed
a 24 pound carronade which commanded both Lewis-
town on the American side of the river, and the Queens-
town landing. Queenstown was occupied by the flank
companies of the 49th Regiment under Captains Dennis
and Williams and a body of Militia, the whole number-
ing about 300 rank and file. On Queenstown Heights
was a battery mounting an 18 pounder which command-
ed the river. At Chippewa were a small detachment
of the 4ist Regt. under Captain Bullock and the
flank companies of the 2nd Lincoln Militia under
Captains Hamilton and Roe. At Fort Erie, which was
in an unfinished condition, was a small garrison consist-
ing of a detachment of the 49th Regt. and some Militia.
Guns were mounted a short distance below Fort Erie
which commanded Black Rock on the American side of
the river. The forces named formed a very inadequate
provision for the defence of so extensive a line of fron-
tier but they were all that were available.

General Van Rensselaer arrived at Fort Niagara on
the 13th of August, at which time the armistice
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was in force. It was terminated, as has been seen, on
the 2g9th, but General Dearborn was so leisurely
in his movements that Van Rensselaer was not inform-
ed of the fact until the 12th September. The delay,
however, made no difference for he was in no condition
to begin active operations. The Militia gathered slow-
ly, and it was not until the first week in October that he
felt himself strong enough to invade Canada. Van
Rensselaer’s plan of invasion, as disclosed to his sub-
ordinates, Major General Hull, of the Militia of western
New York, and Brigadier Smyth, of the regular army,
can best be stated in his own words: ‘I propose,” said
he, ‘‘that we immediately concentrate the regular force
in the neighborhood of Niagara and the militia at
Lewiston, make the best possible dispositions, and at
the same time the regulars shall pass Four Mile creek
to a point in the rear of the works of Fort George and
take it by storm; I will pass the river here (Lewiston)
and carry the Heights of Queenstown. Should we
succeed we shall effect a great discomfiture of the
enemy by breaking their line of communication, driving
their shipping from the mouth of the river, leaving
them no rallying point in this part of the country,
appalling the minds of the Canadians and opening a
wide and safe communication for our supplies. We
shall save our land, wipe away part of the score of our
past disgrace, get excellent barracks and winter quar-
ters, and at least be prepared for an early campaign
anotheryear.” The letter, in which this comprehensive
plan of invasion was thus detailed, contained an invita-
tion to the officers named to meet him in council; but
the council was not held, owing to the failure of Gener-
al Smyth to attend. The American commanding
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general was therefore left to his own plans as to the best
way to drive the British from the Niagara frontier.

While General Van Rensselaer was thus engaged in
the agreeable duty of taking Canada, on paper, the
press and people of the United States were manifesting
an extreme impatience at the slowness of his move-
ments. They could not understand why he did not
instantly take possession of the Upper Province. Here
was a territory inhabited by less than 100,000 soulsand
guarded by a few militia and regulars. Was it to be
supposed that they could defend themselves against the
great state of New York with its one million of people,
aided by the whole power of the United States ?

In this case there was no danger of communication
being cut, as was the case with Hull, for the whole
route through the state of New York to the frontier was
well settled and no interference with the passage of
troops or supplies was possible. Thus the impatient
public argued, and there seemed to be a good deal of
reason in what they said. = General Dearborn himself,
appears to have held similar views, for on the 26th of
September he wrote to Van Rensselaer: ‘“ Atall events
we must calculate on possessing Canada before the
winter sets in.”

The Militia of the state also were extremely anxious
to begin active operations. They desired to wipe away
the disgrace of Hull’s surrender, and their clamor to be
led against the enemy became so loud that Van
Rensselaer feared his army would break up in confusion
unless he made an immediate advance.

The martial zeal of the Militia was further inflamed
by the success of an enterprise which was undertaken
by Lieut. Elliott of the United States navy, who had
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been sent to superintend the creation of a fleet on Lake
Erie. Two small vessels, the Detroit of 200 tons,
which had been captured at Detroit, and the Caledonia
of go tons, were lying off Fort Erie on the 8th October.
The Detroit mounted six six-pounders, was manned by
a crew of 56 men, and had on board 30 American
prisoners. The Caledonia had two four-pounders, a
crew of 12 men and 10 American prisoners. That
night Elliott, in two large boats manned by 124 soldiers
and sailors, succeeded in boarding and capturing both
vessels, no very difficult achievement when it is
considered that the prisoners they had on board, were
almost as numerous as their crews, and that the attack
was a complete surprise. The Caledonia was carried
under the guns of the American battery at Black Rock ;
but the Detroit was driven on Squaw Island and de-
stroyed, neither the Americans or the British being
strong enough to retain possession of her.

After this achievement any postponment of the in-
vasion of Canada would have been regarded as un-
patriotic. General Van Rensselaer was well aware of
the weakness of the British force and he considered his
own army quite strong enough for the work. He had
six thousand three hundred men, of which 3,650 were
regulars and 2,650 militia. At Lewiston, which was
the head-quarters of the American general, were 2,270
militia and goo regulars. At Fort Niagara there was
a garrison of eleven hundred regulars, nearly as many
as the entire force which Brock had at his disposal to
guard the thirty miles of frontier. On the tenth of
October a spy, whom General Van Rensselaer had
sent across the river to the British camp, returned with
the false report that General Brock, with all his
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disposable force, had moved off in the direction of De-
troit. This news at once brought the scheme of invasion
to a head. The general resolved to make the crossing,
early in the morning of the 11th, at Lewiston,
where the river is not more than an eighth of a mile in
width but flows with a very swift current. Accordingly
thirteen large boats, capable of carrying three hundred
and fifty men were prepared, experienced boatmen were
secured, and the command of the flotilla given to Lieut
Sims, who was considered to be the best skilled officer
for the service. At the appointed hour the troops were
ready, Colonel Van Rensselaer, who was to lead them,
at their head. Lieut. Sims entered the foremost boat
and started, and as soon as he got away from the shore
it was discovered that he had taken most of the oars
with him. In vain the others waited for his return.
Sims crossed over with his boat, and as soon as he had
landed on Canadian soil, took to his heels and was no
more seen by his too confiding countrymen. The rest
of the intended invaders sulked on the American shore,
in the midst of a furious rain storm, until daylight and
then marched back to their camps drenched to the skin,
but more determined than ever to capture Canada,

On the following night a more successful attempt
was made. It was arranged that Colonel Van Rens-
selaer should first cross with 300 Militia, to be followed
by more regulars and militia. Three o’clock on the
morning of the 13th was the appointed hour for the
start, and it proved intensely dark and therefore favor-
able for the enterprise. The boats, 13 in number, were
conducted by a citizen of Lewiston who was familiar
with the river, and the place of landing on the Canad-
ian shore was to be at a point just beneath the place
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batteries were turned on the little British detachment
and the Americans were reinforced from the other side
of the river. They had suffered severely, and Col. Van
Rensselaer and several other American officers were
among the wounded. Captain Dennis was now joined
by the remaining subdivisions of the grenadiers, and of
Hatt’s company of Militia, while the Light Infantry of
the 49th under Captain Williams and Captain Chis-
holm’s company of York Militia, opened a severe fire on
the Americans from the brow of the heights. The
invaders, who had been able to advance to the plateau,
were now compelled to fall back and take shelter from
the fire of the British and Militia on the beach below
the hill. There they were further reinforced by the
arrival of more regulars from Lewiston.

General Brock, who was at Fort George when the at-
tack was made, was aroused at the first alarm, and, ac-
companied by his aides Macdonell and Glegg, at once
galloped to the scene of action. He arrived at the bat-
tery on the heights about break of day, and, observing
that the Americans were being strongly re-inforced, or-
dered Captain Williams and his Regulars and Milita, to
descend the hill and support Capt. Dennis. The only
force then left on the heights was the twelve men left in
charge of the 18-pounder. Seeing the heights thus
denuded of troops, Colonel Van Rensselaer conceived
the idea of capturing them by a surprise. There were
among his officers, two lieutenants who knew the
ground well and who undertook to guide a force by a
concealed path to a point behind the battery. Captain
Wool was ordered to this duty, and, taking a strong
detachment with him, he proceeded to carry out his in-
structions. As some of the men had been seen to falter in
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the previous skirmish, Col. Van Rensselaer ordered his
aide-de-camp, Judge Advocate Lush, to follow the col-
umn and shoot every soldier who evinced any disposi-
tion to retire. The path which Wool took, had been
observed by General Brock, but he was assured by
those whose local knowledge should have been superi-
or to his, that it was inaccessible, and so it was left un-
guarded. The result of this incorrect intelligence was
the loss of his own valuable life.

The first intimation that Brock had of the presence of
the Americans on the heights was the sight of them
issuing from the woods a few yards in the rear of the
battery. As they were in force this necessitated a
speeedy retreat from the hill, and the general, his two
aides and the twelve gunners, accordingly retired
leaving the Americans in possession of the 18-pounder.
Dispatching a courier to Fort George for reinforce-
ments, General Brock took command of Captain Wil-
liams’ little force of Regulars and Militia, which num-
bered about one hundred men, and led them up against
the three or four hundred American Regulars and
Militia which now occupied the battery. As he was
gallantly showing them the path to victory and
cheering them on, this brave soldier was struck
by a bullet in the breast, and almost immediately
expired. Hisaide-de-camp, Lieut. Col. Macdonell, now
arrived with the two flank companies of the York Mil-
itia and led them and Williams’ detachment, the whole
numbering about two hundred men, up the heights
against the enemy. Wool and his men were driven
from the battery and forced to spike the 18-pounder, but
at that moment both Macdonell and Williams fell
wounded, the former mortally, and being without a
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leader the British and Canadians were forced to fall
back. As from the great number of the enemy now on
the heights it was evident they could not be dis-
lodged until reinforcements arrived, Capt. Dennis,
who now took the command, led his little force to a
position in front of the battery on Vroman’s Point.
The Americans proceeded to establish themselves on
the heights by dispatching out flanking parties, gather-
ing up their woundcd and drilling out the 18-pounder,
which Wool says in his report, they desired to bring to
bear on the village. Just then the Chief Norton made
his appearance on the field followed by about fifty In-
dians. They drove in the enemy’s flanking parties and
terrified some of the Militia, but, after a sharp skirmish,
fell back before his overwhelming force.

The invaders, however, were not to be long per-
mitted to rest undisturbed. Major General Sheaffe
was advancing rapidly from Fort George with reinforce-
ments, consisting of 380 rank and file of the 41st Regt.
and three hundred Militia. There were the flank com-
panies of the 1st Regt. of Lincoln Militia under Cap-
tains J. Crooks and McEwen; the flank companies of
the 4th Regt. of Lincoln Militia, under Captains Nells
and W. Crooks; three companies of the 5th Regiment
of Lincoln Militia under Captains Hall, Durand and
Applegarth; Major Merritt’s Niagara dragoons and a
body of Militia Artillery under Captains Powell and
Cameron. General Sheaffe marched down the St.
David’s road to a path through the fields, which was
pointed out as a favorable track for ascending the
he ghts, and formed his men in a field near the Chip-
pewa road. Here he was joined by sixty grenadiers
the 41st Regt., under Captain Bullock; the flank
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is unnecessary for a Canadian writer to reopen the
wound. They have been denounced as ‘“cowards” and
‘‘poltroons’; their correct constitutional views have been
held up to public scorn as ‘‘a miserable subterfuge”
and they have been designated as proper objects for ‘‘a
storm of indignation.” These men, however, were
average citizens of the state of New York, and, no
doubt, in after years they figured in gaudy uniforms in
many a martial procession, and were venerated and re-
garded with awe and pride by a new generation as
heroes of the war of 1812.

As the Americans on Queenstown Heights could not
be reinforced, General Sheaffe made very short work
with them. He had placed two pieces of field artillery
with thirty men under Lieutenant Holcroft in front of”
Queenstown, to prevent the enemy from entering the
village, and he now advanced upon the Americans with
two 3-pounders. The light company of the 41st Regt.
under Lieutenant McIntyre, with about 50 Militia and
30 or 40 Indians now fell upon the American right.
A single volley was followed by a bayonet charge
which drove the invaders back in confusion. Then
Sheaffe ordered the whole line to charge and the
Americans broke instantly and fled, a terrified and
demoralized mob. Some threw themselves over the
precipices, some escaped down the pathway; there was.
no thought among any of them but to get in safety to
the American side of the river. Many leaped into the
swift current and swam across; many were drowned in
attempting to do this, and others seized such boats as
were on the Queenstown side and rowed across. To
the majority, however, such means of escape were not
available and the American General, Brigadier
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malign influence of Sir George Prevost, whose conduct
throughout the war was such as to leave students of
history in doubt even as to his loyalty. Yet there were
compensations even for Brock’s death in the ex-
ample which he left behind him of chivalrous daring
and unswerving devotion to duty. His name
sounds today in Canada as the watchword of the pat-
riot, and no bugle blast could call the loyal to arms
more quickly, than a demand that they should emulate
the heroic Brock. The traveller who approaches
Queenstown Heights from whatever quarter, can see the
lofty column, which the people of this land have erected
to his memory, standing boldly out against the sky line
to inform the whole world that patriotism still lives in
Canada. If ever the men of Ontario need a rallying
ground against any future invader they will find one on
Queenstown Heights beneath the shadow of the monu-
ment they have reared to General Brock.
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to the frontier between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario and
was to be terminated on thirty hours notice. This
arrangement was viewed with great disfavor in Canada,
because it was justly thought that the motive of the
American general in asking for a cessation of hostilities
was to enable him, without disturbance, to gather his
forces to a head for another attack on the frontier. As
in the demoralized condition to which the American
army had been reduced the capture and destruction of
Fort Niagara was a feasible operation, there seemed to
be no reason why the opportunity to take this fortress
should be thrown away. Had this been done, and the
position held, any further invasion of Canada from that
direction would have been impossible, and the destruc-
tion which fell on Newark and the Niagara frontier gen-
erally, at a later period, would have been averted.

The American regulars captured at Queenstown were
sent to Quebec as prisoners of war for exchange, but
the Militia were paroled and allowed to go home. The
whole affair was a deplorable humiliation to the Ameri-
can people, who had expected nothing less than that
their Niagara army would winter in Upper Canada.
In the Detroit surrender there was some slight solace
for their pride in the fact that they could lay the blame
upon General Hull, and, while representing him as
weak and cowardly, exalt his army as a band of heroes
who had been balked of their conquest. But the
Queenstown disgrace was a dark cloud that had no
silver lining. It was not the general who was at fault
but the men, and the shame was not that of an individ-
ual, but of a nation. Here was a Militia army of
invasion that would not invade, and a band of heroes
that dreaded the smell of gunpowder. It may be of
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conquered the country where he lies? Yes, you desire
your share of fame. Then seize the present moment;
if you do not you will regret it and say:—‘“The valiant
have bled in vain, the friends of my country fell—and I
was not there.”’

Stimulated by these tremendous words the men of
New York flocked to General Smyth’s standard until he
had more than 4,500 troops in his camp at Black Rock,
in addition to the large detachments at Fort Niagara
and other parts of the frontier. On the 17th Novem-
ber the American general, thinking that the patriotism
of his army needed some further stimulant, issued a
second proclamation addressed to the soldiers of the
“ Army of the Centre.” In this truly Napoleonic docu-
ment General Smyth says: ‘“Companions in Arms—
the time is at hand when you will cross the stream at
Niagara to conquer Canads, and to secure the peace of
The American frontier. You will enter a country that
is to be one of the United States. You will arrive
among a people who are to become your fellow citizens.
Soldiers you are amply provided for war. You are
superior in numbers to the enemy. Your personal
strength and activity are greater. Your weapons are
longer. The regular soldiers of the enemy are gener-
ally old men, whose best years have been spent in the
sickly climate of the West Indies. They will not be able
to stand before you—you who charge with the bayonet.
You will shun the eternal infamy that awaits the man,
who having once come within sight of the enemy, base-
ly shrinks in the moment of trial. Soldiers of every
corps, it is in your power to retrieve the honor of
your country and crown yourselves with glory, come
on my heroes! And when you attack the enemy’s
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‘Chippewa was in almost ludicrous contrast to this for-
midable array which General Smyth commanded. At
Fort Erie, which formed the extreme right of the British
position, Major Ormsby of the 49th Regt. was in com-
mand with 80 men of that regiment and 50 of the
Royal Newfoundland Regt. under Captain Whelan.
Two companies of Norfolk Militia under Captain Bost-
wick occupied the ferry opposite Black Rock and distant
about a mile from Fort Erie. At the Red House, a
building used as a barracks on the Chippewa road three
miles from Fort Erie, were stationed Lieutenant Lamont
with 37 men of the 49th, and Lieutenant King
of the Royal Artillery with two light field guns, a three
and a six pounder, worked by a few Militia artillerymen.
Near the Red House were two batteries, one mounting
an 18 and the other a 24 pound cannon, in charge of
Lieut. Bryson of the Militia artillery, and under the
general direction of Lamont. About a mile farther
down the Chippewa road was another small detachment
of the 49th numbering 37 men, under the command of
Lieut. Bartley. Near Frenchman’s Creek, five miles
from Fort Erie, Lieut. McIntyre was stationed with the
light company of the 41st Regt. numbering 70 rank and
file. Lieut. Colonel Bishopp, who commanded all the
troops from Fort Erie to Chippewa, was at the latter
place with a detachment of the g41st Regt. under Capt.
Saunders, a company of the 2nd Lincoln Militia under
Captain Hamilton and a light six-pounder in charge of
Capt. Kirby of the Militia artillery. A short distance
from Chippewa towards Fort Erie was a detachment of
the sth Lincoln Militia under Major Hatt. The total
number of troops available to defend the 16 miles be-
tween Fort Erie and Chippewa did not exceed 1,000, of
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them such a warm reception that they did not venture
to land at the point intended, but fell down with the
current nearly opposite to the Red House. The field
pieces there fired two or three rounds, although noth-
ing could be seen, which had the cffect of arousing all
the British posts as far as Chippewa, and of frightening
back six of the ten boats to the American shore. King
landed with the remainder of his force consisting of 100
regulars and 60 sailors and attacked Col. Lamont’s
detachment of 37 men at the Red House. After a
struggle which lasted some time the Americans were
driven back to the shore with heavy loss, but, passing
by a circuitous route in the darkness, they came on the
left of Lamont’s position. That officer mistook them
for a reinforcement which was expected, but was rudely
undeceived when a volley killed or wounded 15 of his
little party. Lamont himself and Lieut. King of the
Artillery were severely wounded, the latter, as it turned
out, mortally. The survivors of Lamont’s half com-
pany were forced to retire leaving three unwounded
prisoners in the hands of the enemy. The Americans
now spiked the two field pieces and set fire to the Red
House. As there was no adequate force to defend the
batteries they had no difficulty in taking them, but
Lieut. Bryson before he retired spiked the 18-pounder.
‘The Americans spiked the other gun and dismounted
both. '

Major Ormsby, as soon as he heard the firing at the
Red House, leaving Capt. Whelan’s detachment of the
Newfoundland Regt. to guard Fort Erie, advanced
with his 80 men of the 49th towards the batteries by the
back road to support Lieut. Lamont. But having met
with Lieut. Bryson, who informed him that the enemy
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retire after losing all his men except seventeen. Capt.
Bostwick now approached with his two companies of
Norfolk Militia, but after a short skirmish, finding the
enemy greatly superior in numbers, he retired with the
loss of two killed, 17 wounded and six taken prisoners.
The difficulties of the situation for the British were
enormously increased by the fact that it was pitch dark,
and the force of the enemy unknown. Most American
writers attempt to make a great hero of Boerstler and
describe how he ‘‘exerting a stentorian voice, roared in
various directions, as though he commanded
thousands, and created such a panic in the enemy, that
they fled before him wherever he moved.” It will be
seen in a subsequent chapter, what a pitiful figure this
loud voiced American hero cut at Beaver Dam, a few
months later.

As Lieut. Mclntyre’s detachment was engaged in pre-
venting the landing of the four boats that had fallen
below the bridge, Boerstler was able to reach that struc-
ture without farther opposition, and attempted to destroy
it. Inthis he failed, American writers say, because the
axes had been left in the boats, but in reality because of
Major Ormsby’s approach. A few shots were fired at
his men by the Americans from a house above the
bridge, but Ormsby pushed on and crossed it, yet, al-
though he halted there for some time, he could neither
see the enemy nor discover his movements. The fact
was that Boerstler suddenly took himself off about this
time, and sought safety on the American shore. Orms-
by, after a long wait, advanced about a mile further
down the road where he was joined by Lieut. Mcln-
tyre’s company and halted his men until daylight.
Lieut. Col. Bishopp arrived at this time from Chippewa
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with 300 men of the s5th Lincoln Militia, under Major
Hatt, which he had overtaken cn the road. He also
brought with him from Chippewa a light six-pounder
under Capt. Kirby. These with Capt. Saunders’ de-
tachment of the g41st Regt. and Captain Hamilton’s
company of the 2nd Lincoln Militia, under Lieut. Col.
Clark, brought up his force to about 600 men of which
250 were regulars. Bishopp now advanced and took
Capt. King and his 30 men prisoners. Col. Winder
with five boats containing 250 xen, at this time attempt-
ed to cross to reinforce King, but all but ths one in
which Winder was were driven back by the fire of the
light six-pounder. Winder himself had the temerity to
land, but the loss of six killed and 22 wounded in less
time than it takes to relate it, instantly convinced him
of the necessity of a speedy retreat. Bishopp took up a
position in the rear of the batteries and awaited any fur-
ther attack that the encmy might make, but none was
made, although the troops had been under arms since
daylight and the work of embarking them had been go-
ing on all the morning. General Smyth about noon
sent over a summons to Bishopp proposing the surren,
der of Fort Erie, ‘“ to spare the effusion of blood,” but
this demand was declined. The order then came for
the Americans to ‘‘disembark and dine” and this ended
the active operations of the day.

The British loss in killed on this occasion was heav-
ier than that in the battle of Queenstown, although the
whole force engaged did not much exceed 300 men, and
the severe fighting was confined to little more than half
that number. The total was 16 killed, 37 wounded and
30 missing. Of this total of 83 the two companies of
Norfolk Militia lost 26, including Captain Bostwick
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and Lieut. Ryerson wounded, the latter severely.
The American loss it is impossible now to ascertain, for
their historians maintain a profound silence on the
point, but it must have been very large. The sailors
returned a loss in killed and wounded at the Red House
of 30 including nine of their 12 officers engaged.
Winder, as has been seen, lost 28 men of the 50 in his
own boat; Capt. King lost 30 men taken prisoners.
These figures make up a total of 88. But to these must
be added the loss in killed and wounded which Capt.
King’s regulars suffered at the Red House: the losses
of Boerstler’s detachment in their conflict with Lieut.
Bartley’s men and Capt. Bostwick’s Militia, the killed
and wounded in the four boats driven off by Lieut. Mc-
Intyre; the losses in Winder’s boats which did not land,
and in others that were sunk in attempting to cross.
Adding these items together it is impossible to believe:
that the losses of the enemy were less than 250, and
possibly they were much greater. Nothing saved the:
British that day from a great disaster but the heroic.
courage of the British and Canadians engaged, the
vigilance of Bostwick’s Norfolk Militia stationed at the:
ferry, the activity of Lieut. Col. Clark and Major Hatt
of the Lincoln Militia in bringing up their reinforce--
ments from Chippewa to Frenchman’s Creek, a distance:
of ten miles, by daylight, and, it may be added the ex-
treme caution, not to say timidity, which the Americans
showed in crossing after Lieut. Angus had got back to
Black Rock with his bloody cargo of wounded from the
Red House. No Briton or Canadian need be ashamed
of the way in which his countrymen fought in repell-
ing that formidable invasion. Bostwick’s Militia lost
about one-fourth of their whole number, and Bartley’s
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74 men about two-thirds, for of the 52 men of the 49th
who were killed, wounded, or missing, nearly all belong-
ed to that little company.

Lieut. Col. Bishopp, having recovered his field guns
and remounted his heavy cannon, was in a good posi-
tion to resist any attack that the enemy might make.
The American general had called a council of his
officers, but they could not agree as to the propriety of
another attempt on Canada. On the evening of the
29th, however, Smyth issued an order for his troops to
be ready to embark on the following morning. He
addressed his men in such stirring words as these:
““The general will be on hand. Neither rain, snow nor
frost will prevent the embarkation. The cavalry will
scour the fields from Black Rock to the bridge and
suffer no idle spectators. While embarking, the music
will play martial airs.” ‘‘Yankee Doodle” will be the
signal to get under way. The landing will be effected
in spite of cannon. The whole army has seen that
cannon are to be little dreaded . . . . Hearts of
War ! tomorrow will be memorable in the annals of
the United States.”

Smyth’s officers objected to the time and manner of
the proposed embarkation, and the general was induc-
ed to defer it until the following day, which was Tues-
day, the first of December, and it was arranged that
the American troops should land several miles below
Black Rock and near the upper end of Grand Island.
From that point they were to march directly upon
Chippewa. Tuesday morning came but at the appoint-
ed hour only 1500 men were embarked, the Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers having raised the constitutional
question that they were not compelled to fight out of










THE WAR OF 1812. 109

mounting altogether about 50 guns, chiefly carronades
and long sixes. This squadron formed no part of the
Royal Navy; the vessels were undermanned, the men
were untrained, and Earle himself was not a compet-
ent teacher. On the 29th of July, with this force,
Earle undertook to capture the American armed brig
Oneida then lying at Sackett’s Harbor, under the guns
of a battery, but, after a cannonade which lasted for
about an hour, hauled off without having suffered or
inflicted any particular damage. The Americans after
this attack displayed great vigor in the purchase,
equipment and construction of vessels for their fleet on
Lake Ontario. Captain Isaac Chauncey was sent from
the Brooklyn Navy Yard to superintend the work of
forming a fleet, and before the end of the season he had
accomplished much.

In the early summer, eight American schooners had
been chased down the St. Lawrence, while attempting
to escape from Ogdensburg, by a flotilla of boats mann-
ed by Canadians and commanded by one Jones. Two
of the vessels were captured and burnt, and the remain-
der driven back to Ogdensburg. There, a few days
after Earle’s attack on Sackett’s Harbor, they were join-
ed by the armed schooner Julia from the latter place,
with a large body of volunteers and a rifle corps.
Their object was to protect the vessels until they could
be armed and enabled to fight their way into the Lake,
but the armistice which shortly followed made this pre-
caution unnecessary, and during it they made their way
unmolested to Sackett’s Harbor where they were con-
verted into vessels of war. They were named the
Hamilton, Scourge, Conquest, Tomkins, Growler and
Pert. These with the Madison and Julia formed a
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powerful squadron, mounting 54 guns, 23 of them of
heavy calibre, and manned by 500 sailors and marines.
Some American writers try to make this squadron ap-
pear weaker than that of the British by stating that, ex-
clusive of the Oneida, these vessels mounted only five
guns each, but they dishonestly conceal the fact that 3o
of the 38 guns they carried were long guns, that six of
the vessels had a 32-pounder long gun on deck ona
circle, so that it could be fired in any direction, and that
the seventh had a 24-pounder mounted in a similar
manner. The importance of this will be better under-
stood when it is known that no frigate afloat at that time
carried a long gun as heavy as a 32-pounder. The
American squadron was greatly superior to the British
for fighting purposes, and as a result of this preponder-
ance, was able to blockade Earle in Kingston during the
last three or four weeks of the season. Chauncey even
ventured with his squadron to the mouth of Kingston
Harbor, and undertook to attack the Royal George there,
but he got such a warm reception from the batteries that
he became convinced that discretion was the better part
of valor and retired with the loss of six or eight killed or
wounded. The British suffered no loss whatever.
Turning once more to the military events of the year
we find General Dearborn, the Commander in Chief of
the armies of the United States in the Northern
Department, with a large force of Regulars and an
unlimited number of Militia at his disposal with orders
to capture Montreal. This city from its situation at the
head of ocean navigation, with very inadequate means
of defence, and situated not more than 40 miles from the
American frontier, seemed not only a most desirable
prize to the invader but one that might easily be
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gained. An American army could advance by way of
Hudson River by the west side of Lake Champlain to
Plattsburg and Rouse’s Point, and be within striking
distance of Montreal, without encountering an enemy.
It was to provide against such an invasion as this that
Sir George Prevost had been most anxious to guard,
for he was never found wanting in energy when his own
safety was involved. A line of posts was formed along
the frontiers of Lower Canada from Yamaska to St.
Regis, consisting of Major De Salaberry’s regiment of
Canadian Voltiguers and part of the embodied Militia.
At Lacadie, 25 miles from the frontier, a brigade of the
regular and Militia forces was formed, under the com-
mand of Lieut. Col. Young of the 8th Regt. It con-
sisted of the flank companies of the 8th, 1ooth and
1o3rd Regts. the Canadian Fencibles, the flank com-
panies of the 1st Battalion of embodied Militia, and a
detachment of Royal Artillery with six field pieces.
The road to the frontier was cut up and rendered
difficult to an army by abattis formed by trees, so that
any sudden irruption in that quarter was guarded
against. The people in the Lower Province showed a
zeal in the defence of their country which was very
disheartening to those Americans who had hoped for a
different result. In order to relieve the Regulars and
enable them to take the field at any moment, the Militia
of Quebec and Montreal did garrison duty, and con-
tinued it as long as the necessity for the employment of
their services existed. In .September a 5th battalion of
Militia, afterwards known' as the Canadian Chasseurs,
was embodied, principally from the Montreal Militia.
The North West Company raised a corps of Voyageurs
and the merchants and tradesmen of Montreal belonging
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to the 1st Battalion of the Sedentary Militia organ-
ized themselves into four companies of Volunteers for
garrison duty, and field service in case of emergency.
But all these unusual efforts seemed to be necessary,
for the enemy was in formidable force upon the frontier.
As early as the beginning of September, when the
armistice was brought to an end, Brigadier General
Bloomfield had collected about 8,000 men at Plattsburg
—regulars, volunteers and militia—besides advanced
parties at Chazy and Champlain. This American
army, therefore, it will be seen, was the most formid-
able of any in point of numbers, and for that reason the
most to be dreaded.

If there had been a master mind at the head of this
strong force, which became still stronger before the end
of the year, it certainly would have been heard from in
connection with some important movement. But it
seemed then, and also to a large extent throughout the
war, as if the minds of the American commanders could
not rise above the idea of a series of raids, which, how-
ever annoying they might be to the British, could have
no influence whatever on the result of the contest. O
this character was the enterprise of Capt. Benjamin
Forsyth against Gananoque on the St. Lawrence. This
officer, with seventy of his own riflemen and thirty-four
militia, crossed over from Cape Vincent on the night of
the 20th of September, and landed a short distance
above the village, which they entered while the inhabi-
tants were asleep. There were forty or fifty Militia in
the place, whom they encountered, and they succeeded
in killing one man and taking four prisoners. Forsyth’s
party had now one killed and one wounded. Perhaps to
the British wounded should be added Mrs. Stone, wife.
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of Colonel Stone, who was shot through the window by
an American soldier as she lay on her bed. In Stone’s
house were found two kegs of fixed amunition and a few
muskets, which were carried off. In some American
histories, this petty raid figures as a desperate conflict
in which sixty British regulars were engaged, although
there was not a regular within twenty miles of the place.

A more legitimate operation of war was the attempt
of Adjutant D. W. Church to capture a number of
British batteaux, laden with stores, that were ascending
the St. Lawrence in charge of Lieut Fitzgibbon of the
49th Regt. A gun-boat and Durham boat filled with
men went down the river and encountered the British
near Touissaint Island, but were beaten off with the loss
of one killed and five wounded. The Durham boat was
lost in the fight, and the gun-boat also came near being
taken. The expedition was a disastrous failure.

On the fourth of October Colonel Lethbridge, who
commanded at Prescott, made an attempt upon the
American fort at Ogdensburg. He took with him 340
men, of whom about half. were militia, and embarked
them in two gun-boats and a number of batteaux.
These were assailed in mid channel by a heavy fire, and
obliged to turn back with the loss of three men killed
and four wounded. Ogdensburg was too strongly
garrisoned at that time to be successfully assailed, for
it was held by more than 1,200 men under General
Brown.

On the 23rd of October a party of American Militia
numbering about 300, under the command of Major
Young, surprised the guard of the Indian village of St.
Regis, which consisted of a detachment ot the Cana-
dian Voyageurs already referred to. Lieut. Rolette
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army was inactive at Plattsburg. By the beginning of
November it numbered about 10,000 and of this force

5,700 were regulars. It was not until the sixteenth of
that month that Dearborn made a forward movement.

On that day with three thousand regulars he advanced

almost to Odelitown, which is but a short distance

across the boundary line of Lower Canada. Major

de Salaberry, who commanded the frontier posts, re-

ceived early information of Dearborn’s movement and

strengthened the position of La Colle, which was six or

seven miles from the American camp at Champlain, by

two companies of Canadian Voltigeurs, three hundred

Indians and a small body of Militia volunteers from the

neighboring parishes. As an invasion was now con-

sidered certain, 1900 men, consisting of six hundred
Militia and 1,100 of the Eighth and Glengarry regi-

ments, were sent across the St. Lawrence and marched

to Laprairie, so as to be ready to meet the enemy from

whatever quarter he might come.

These timely precautions turned out to be quite un-
necessary. On the 3oth of November Col. Zebulon M.
Pike with 600 of his regulars, crossed the La Colle
between three and four o’clock in the morning. The
enemy were seen by the Captain of the day as he was
making his rounds, and he heard them cocking their
muskets in the woods. He had barely time to apprise
the picket of their danger when the enemy surrounded
the guard hut on every side, and discharged their pieces
so close to it that they set the roof on fire. - The militia
and Indians escaped from the building without loss, but
the Americans who had divided into two parties, com-
menced firing on each other, each party being under
the impression that the other was British. This singular
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contest was continued for about half an hour and no
doubt prodigies of valor were performed. By the time
they had discovered their mistake De Salaberry was
upon them, and, as soon as he approached, Col.
Zebulon Pike and his 600 regulars ran away in
such haste that they left five of their number dead and
five wounded on the field. These numbers and losses
are given on American authority, but current report at
the time placed the American force at more than double
the figure named above. This display of stupidity end-
ed the operations of Dearborn’s army which had been
so much dreaded. That general immediately returned
to Plattsburg where three of the regiments of regulars
went into winter quarters. Three others were sent to
Burlington to winter ; the artillery and dragoons went
to Greenbush and the valiant militia were sent home,
where by their own firesides they could relate the story
of their heroic deeds on the Canadian frontier.

Although the main object of this history is to give a
truthful account of the operations of the war in Canada,
some notice of the engagements at sea, from which the
Americans professed to derive a full equivalent in the
way of consolation for their defeats on land, cannot be
omitted. When the war commenced the United
States possessed seven ships that were rated as frigates
and a number of smaller vessels. As the plunder of
the British merchant marine was one of the advantages
which the Americans expected to derive from the war,
they were naturally prepared to pounce upon their prey
at a moment’s notice. In June, 1812, Commodore
Rodgers with his flag ship the President 44, United
States 44, Congress 38, Hornet 18 and Argus 16 was
waiting at New York ready to put to sea the moment
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he heard that war had been declared. On thc 21st of
June, within an hour of the time the news of the
declaration of war reached him, he put to sea with his
squadron. His object was the capture of the British
homeward bound fleet which had left Jamaica some time
before, convoyed by the frigate Thalia 36, and sloop
Reindeer 18, and which all unconscious of danger was
then proceeding northward somewhere in the latitude of
New York. This promising scheme, by which Rod-
gers and his men hoped to be enriched, was spoiled in
a very unexpected fashion. When 36 hours from port
the British frigate Belvidera 36, Capt. Richard Byron,
was sighted. Capt. Byron had not heard of the declar-
ation of war, and when he saw the squadron he stood
towards it. But when he observed that three of the
ships were frigates, and saw them suddenly take in.
their studding sails and haul up in chase of him, he
suspected hostility and stood away, going north-east by
east the wind being fresh from the west. The chase
lasted until midnight, the American vessels firing on
the British frigate and shots being frequently exchang-
ed between the President’s bow guns and the Belvidera’s
stern chasers. The latter finally escaped and got into
Halifax where she gave the first information of the war.
The President lost 22 killed and wounded, sixteen of
them by the bursting of a gun, the loss of the Belvidera
were seven killed and wounded.

The first frigate action of the war was that between
the Constitution and Guerriere which took place on the
19th of August in lat. 41° 30° north and 55° west.
As this contest was a type of the three engagements in
which Americans captured British frigates, it is proper
to explain the causes of so singular a succession of
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defeats. At this time the British had goo war ships on
the ocean, manned by 146,000 sailors and
marines. The supplying of men for so prodigious a
fleet out of the population of the British Islands, then less
than half what it is at present, was a most difficult task
and impressment had to be resorted to. This system
brought into the navy many good and also many worth-
less men, and even then did not provide a sufficient
supply, for the British ships were nearly always short
of their complement. = Moreover, in consequence of the
French fleets having almost disappeared from the
ocean, and the exercise of a false economy on the part
of the Government, gunnery practice was almost entire-
ly neglected. The Americans on the other hand had
no difficulty whatever in overmanning the few ships
they sent to sea, and in their crews were many men
who had been trained in the Royal Navy and had
deserted from it.

But a more potent cause of the British defeats was
the size, armament and power of the large American
frigates, as compared to the British ships they were
matched against. The Constitution, United States and
President were sister ships and were the largest and
most powerful frigates afloat. The capture of the
President by the British in 1814 gave them an oppor-
tunity of comparing her with frigates of the class
encountered by her sister ships. These American
frigates, in addition to their superior size, had timbers,
planking and masts as stout as a British 74-gun ship.
The Constitution when she fought the Guerriere carried
32 long 24-pounders and 22 short 32-pounders. Her
broadside weight of metal was %36 pounds. The
Guerriere carried 30 long 18-pounders, two long
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12-pounders, 16 short 32-pounders and one long 18.
The weight of her broadside was 556 pounds. The
comparative force of the ships was as follows :—

Tonnage. Weight of Number of

Broadside. Men.
Constitution 1576 736 Ibs. 456.
Guerriere - 1338 556 272,

Yet Lossing, the author of a book on the war of 1812,
in the face of these figures, has the assurance to say that
the contest was ‘‘not really an unequal one,” and to add
that the weight of the respective broadsides of the
vessels ‘‘could not have varied very materially.”
Roosevelt, an American writer, who has written a toler-
ably honest account of the naval operations of the war,
admits that the disparity of force was as 10 to 7, that is
to say that the American ship was superior by nearly
one-half. The difference was really much more as any
candid reader can perceive, the Constitution, when
weight of metal, number of men, size and staunchness
are taken into account, being doubly superior to the
Guerriere. The result might easily have been foreseen.
after a stubborn battle which lasted a couple of hours,
the British frigate was reduced to the condition of a
defenceless hulk by being dismasted, and was compelled
to surrender. She had lost seventy-nine men, of which
twenty-three were killed or mortally wounded. The
Constitution lost seven killed and seven wounded. The
Guerriere was in a sinking condition when she struck
her flag, and had to be set on fire and destroyed.

The two other frigate actions of the year, as regarded
the force of the combatants, resembled that between the
Guerriere and Constitution. The second in point of
time was fought on the 25th of October in lat. 29©
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The Java carried a number of supernumeraries, in-
tended for other ships on the Bombay station, and her
crew was a new one and wholly untrained. The odds
against her were about 70 per cent, apparently not
.quite so much as they were against the Guerriere or
Macedonian, but really more when the untrained con-
dition of her crew is taken into account. The Java was
desperately defended and did not strike until she was
a riddled and dismasted hulk. She lost in the two
hours engagement 48 killed and 102 wounded, and was
so badly damaged that she had to be destroyed. The
Constitution had 12 killed and 22 wounded.

In October the American 18-gun ship-sloop Wasp
captured the British 18-gun brig-sloop Frolic in lat.
37 © north, long. 65° west. The American vessel
carried two long 12-pounders and 16 32-pound carron-
ades. The broadside weight of metal of the Wasp
was therefore slightly superior, and she had a crew of
135 men against 110 for the British vessel. The latter
had lost her mainyard and sustained other damage in a
gale, and therefore went into the action in a disabled
condition. Nevertheless she was not surrendered until
she had become totally unmanageable, and had lost
go of her crew of whom 30 were killed outright.
When the Americans boarded her the only unwounded
man who stood on deck was the grim old tar at the
wheel. Captain Whingates and his lieutenant, Wintle,
were both so severely hurt that they could not stand
without support. The same day the British ship
Poictiers 74, recaptured both vessels. The Wasp had
ten killed and wounded. Certainly the British lost no
glory in this affair which would probably have had a
very different result had the Frolic been in a fit






CHAPTER VIII.

Operations on the Detroit frontier.— Why Fort Wayne was not taken.
—General Harrison’s large army.—His plans against Malden.—
Winchester encamps at the rapids of the Maumee.~Sends Colonel
Lewis to Frenchtown with 600 men.—The latter drive away a few
Canadian Militia and Indians.—Winchester goes to Frenchtown to
reintorce Lewis.—Attacked by General Proctor and his whole
army captured or destroyed.—American falsehoods exposed.—
Harrison’s plan of invasion defeated.—Proctor besieges Fort
Meigs.—Attempts of the Americans to reinforce the place.—Des--
truction of Colonel Dudley’s Command.—The siege abandoned.—
The American Campaign against Canada postponed.

The attempt of Hull on the Detroit frontier, which
had been so disastrously defeated by the promptitude
and energy of Brock, was but a part of the movement
against the Western Peninsula. The people of Ken--
tucky and Indiana, as well as of Pennsylvania, were:
not behind those of Ohio in their eagerness to reap:
glory in an easily won campaign. Kentucky alone:
before war was declared had 5,500 Militia and volun-
teers in the field, which were intended to co-operate
with Hull in the conquest of Canada. This number
was increased to 7,000 in October 1812, for Hull’s
surrender, while it was a humiliation to the people of
the Union generally, filled the inhabitants of the West-
ern States with terror. It caused the Indians to flock
to the British standard, and gave the frontier settlers
reason to fear that they would seek a bloody revenge
for the injuries they had received from the white men.






THE WAR OF 1812, 125

General of the United States Army, and assigned to the
command of the North Western Army which, in ad-
dition to the rangers and troops in that quarter, con-
sisted of the volunteers and militia of Kentucky, Ohio
and 3,000 from Virginia and Pennsylvania, and made
his whole force 10,000 men. His instructions were to
provide for the defence of the frontiers and to retake
Detroit with a view to the conquest of Canada. These
instructions were received on the 24th September, but
all that could be accomplished during the next three
months was the destruction of a few Indian towns that
had been deserted by their inhabitants, and the burning
of their winter supply of provisions. This was the
method the government of the United States took to
conciliate the Indians, and when the unfortunate red
men retaliated after their own fashion, the American
people were amazed and horrified. They did not seem
to appreciate the fact that to turn an Indian family out
of their own hut at the beginning of winter and to
destroy the food they had stored up for that inclement
season, is equivalent to a sentence of death. It would
have been more merciful to kill these poor people out-
right than to leave them to perish of hunger and cold.

Towards the end of December Harrison had about
7,000 infantry, and a body of cavalry and artillery,
under his command in the North West. He had his
headquarters at Sandusky where he had collected an
abundance of ammunition, stores and provisions, for
the invasion of Canada at Malden. General Winches-
ter, who commanded the left wing of the army, was on
the Maumee about six miles below the Au Glaize when
he received a despatch from Harrison ordering him to
press forward to the Rapids of the Maumee. He was
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directed to commence building huts, so that the British
might be deceived into the belief that he intended to
winter there; but at the same time, he was to prepare
.sleds for an advance towards Malden, but to conceal
from his troops their intended use. Winchester was
also informed that the different wings of the army would
be concentrated at the Rapids, and would proceed from
there against Malden, as soon as the ice was found
strong enough to bear them. Winchester had his en-
tire army established at the Rapids on 1oth January
1813. A day after this he received a message from
Frenchtown on the Au Raisin River asking him to
.send a force there as the inhabitants feared an attack by
the Indians. He called a council of officers who de-
cided that troops should be sent to Frenchtown, and
Colonel Lewis with 550 regulars and Kentucky Volun-
teers was entrusted with this duty. Lewis started for
Frenchtown, which was 35 miles distant, on the morn-
ing of the 17th January, and he had not been gone
many hours when a reinforcement of 110 men under
Colonel Allen was sent after him. Lewis had instruc-
tions to attack and beat ‘‘the enemy” and to seize
Frenchtown and hold it.

Frenchtown, which contained at that time 150 in-
‘habitants, was held by 30 men of the Essex Militia
under Major Reynolds. They had with them a three-
pounder and were accompanied by a band of 200
Indians. This force was encountered by Colonel Lewis
at three o’clock in the afternoon of the 18th and
attacked. The American accounts of this affair are
very absurd, for they magnify the little force of
Canadian Militia nearly ten-fold, and give detailed ac-
counts of desperate charges and counter charges which
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never took place. The truth was that Major Reynolds,
after resisting the enemy as long as he could, and in-
flicting as much damage upon them as possible, retired
to Brownstown 18 miles from the scene of action.
He had one militiaman and three Indians killed; the
Americans by their own account had 12 killed and 55
wounded.

Colonel Lewis encamped at Frenchtown and sent to
‘Winchester for reinforcements. The news of his affair
with Major Reynolds’ detachment, which was magni-
fied into a great victory, made Winchester’s Kentucky
soldiers fairly wild with excitement. To quote an
American writer:=‘“All were eager to press northward,
not doubting that the victory at the Raisin was the
harbinger of continued succcss until Detroit and Mal-
den should be in possession of the Americans.” Win-
chester, who was not well pleased at Harrison being
placed over him, was anxious to bring on an engage-
ment before his superior could reach him. He hasten-
ed to Frenchtown with a reinforcement, which brought
up the strength of the army there to 1,000 men,
encamping on the right of Lewis’s forces on the even-
ing of the 2oth of January.

The moment Colonel Proctor heard of the occupation
of Frenchtown by the Americans, he set out from
Malden with all his available force. This, when joined
to the detachment at Brownstown, comprised about 500
white troops and 450 Indians. The former consisted
of 140 rank and file of the 41st, 40 of the Royal New-
foundland Regiment, a few men of the 1oth Royal
Veteran Battalion, enough artillery to serve three 3-
pounders and a 514 inch howitzer, a number of Cana-
dian sailors, and parts of the 1st and 2nd Essex Militia.
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This was the army which General Winchester, in his
report, calls ““greatly superior in numbers.” Between
four and five o'clock in the morning of the 22nd of
January, Proctor attacked the American Camp. The
weather was severe so that no pickets were posted far
in advance on the roads, and Proctor’s sudden assault
was almost a surprise. The American right was fierce-
ly assailed and driven in until the troops in that part of
the field gave way entirely, and fled to the farther side
of the Au Raisin River, where they sought the shelter
of the woods. But there was no safety for them there,
for the Indians, who had gained their flank and rear,
cut them down. The slaughter was great, for the Red
men who had seen their houses and provisions destroy-
ed by Winchester’s men, could hardly be restrained.
General Winchester who was with this section of the
army, was taken prisoner, as was Colonel Lewis who
led the advance to Frenchtown. The left and centre of
the American army were posted in a picketed camp
which afforded a strong defensive position. This was
attacked by the British regulars, but the Americans who
dreaded the vengeance of the Indians defended them-
selves with the courage of despair. General Proctor,
anxious to stay the further effusion of blood, told Gen-
eral Winchester, to quote the language of the latter in
his official report, ‘‘that he would afford them an
opportunity of surrendering as prisoners of war.” The
American general accepted this offer and sent a flag to
his beleagured men ordering them to surrender, which
they did. It was impossible for them to have escaped,
and had their resistance been prolonged it would have
been difficult to protect them from the Indians.

In this affair the British loss was very heavy,amounting
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to 24 killed and 158 wounded, a full third of the
number of white troops engaged. Of this loss 38 fell
on the Canadian militia and sailors. Of the small de-
tachment of the 4ist present, 15 were killed and 97
wounded, and the losses of the few men of the New-
foundland Regt. engaged, were equally severe, amount-
ing to 18 killed or wounded. Ten British and Canadian
officers were wounded, one of them, Ensign Kerr of the
Newfoundland Regt., mortally. The American army
was entirely annihilated, and of the whole force of about
1,000, only thirty-three escaped. The killed and
missing numbered 397, the wounded 25 and the prison-
ers, wounded and unwounded, 536. The total loss was
therefore 958. These figures are from American
authority and are, no doubt, correct. The force thus
destroyed comprised the greater part of Colonel Wells’
17th United States Regt. of infantry, the 1st and s5th
Regts. of Kentucky infantry, and Col. Allen’s Kentucky
Rifle Regt. The day of the Raisin was a dark and
bloody day for Kentucky, and hundreds of its homes
were in mourning, for many a youth who went from his
father’s house with a light heart in search of glory was
buried in an unknown grave.

Colonel Proctor had now fewer white troops left than
the number of his prisoners, and there were rumors that
General Harrison was approaching with the other wing
of the army of the North West. For these reasons,
and also because he wished to put his captives in a
place of safety, he set out on his return to Malden on
the day of the battle, taking all the prisoners with him
that could be moved, and also the main body of Indians.
A few wounded prisoners had to be left behind until a
conveyance could be sent for them. They were placed
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in charge of Major Reynolds and the interpreters of the
Indian Department, and two of their own surgeons were
left with them. On the following day a report that was
current of the approach of Harrison caused some of the
guards to desert the wounded prisoners, and a few of
the latter were killed by straggling Indians who were
looking for some person to be revenged on for the
destruction of their own homes. This unfortunate
affair, for which Proctor was certainly not to blame, has
given unscrupulous authors like Lossing an opportun-
ity of writing violent tirades against the British and the
people of Canada. According to these writers the
deaths of the men thus slain were deliberately planned
by Proctor, who by the same authority, is denounced as
a coward. There was certainly nothing of the latter
shown in his prompt attack on the superior army of
Winchester, but that, perhaps, is as good a name as any
to throw at a British officer whom the Americans can
never forgive because he defeated them, cutting to
pieces or capturing their entire army, and adding
another to the list of British triumphs.

Among those who lost their lives was Captain Hart,
a Kentucky volunteer officer whose wife was the sister
of Henry Clay. This fact, no doubt, had a good deal
to do with the violence of the American press in dealing
with the Frenchtown affair. Captain Hart was in a place
of safety at the house of a Frenchman in charge of a
friendly Pottawatomie Chief. There he might have
remained without molestation, but he became so much
alarmed that he offered the Chief $100 to convey
him to Malden. Hart was placed on a horse and was
passing through a village when a Wyandotte Indian
came out and claimed Hart as his prisoner. The Pot-
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that it was proper to reciprocate in kind. That they
did not do so, but spared Americans wounded and
prisoners, was due to the influence of the British com-
manders whose only reward for their leniency has been
the violent abuse of every hack writer from the time of
the war down to the present day. Instead of assailing
Proctor, American writers should honor his memory,
as but for Lim, not one of the Kentuckians who were
defeated at the Raisin would have escaped; the
Indians were bent on their destruction.

The defeat of Winchester completely deranged Har-
rison’s plans of invasion and put an end to further
offensive movements until more troops could be brought
into the field. The American general retired to the
Rapids of the Maumee, where, on the high ground on
the right bank of the river, he established a fortified
camp, which, in honor of the Governor of Ohio, was
named Fort Meigs. Before spring it had become a
regular fortification, covering about eight acres of
ground and mounting 18 guns, chiefly 18 and 12-
pounders. From this point Harrison was able to keep
open communication with Ohio and Kentucky and to
operate against Detroit and Malden.

As Proctor had information that Harrison was to be
heavily reinforced in the spring with a view to the
invasion of Canada, he deemed it advisable to attack
Fort Meigs before the American force had become too
powerful. Accordingly on the 23rd of April 1813 he
embarked at Amherstburg with 461 rank and file of the
regular troops, comprising 27 of the Royal Artillery,
five of the 1oth Veteran Battalion, 374 of the g4ist
Regt., and 55 of the Newfoundland Regt. and also 406
rank and file of the Militia. The whole number of
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white troops, including staff and other officers, was
983, and they were accompanied by 1,200 Indians
under Tecumseh. Fort Meigs had at this time a gar-
rison of 1,300 men, consisting of two regiments of
Regulars besides Volunteers from Kentucky and Ohijo.
They were under the command of General Harrison,
and reinforcements were daily expected from Kentucky
uuder the leadership of General Green Clay, which
would make Harrison’s army far stronger than that of
Prector, Indians included.

Proctor, who had been made a Brigadier General for
hisFrenchtown victory, reached the vicinity of Fort
Meigs with his little army on the 28th of April, and
batteries were at once commenced on the opposite side
of the river. Rain delayed the work, but on the first of
May two 24-pounders, three 12-pounders an 8-inch
howitzer and two 5%%-inch mortars were mounted and
opened fire on the fort. Very little damage was done,
however, as a traverse had been erected by the besieg-
ed which protected its front. On the following day
another battery of three 12-pounders opened on the fort.
The same night a detachment of British crossed the
river and mounted two 6-pounders and a 5-inch
mortar on the south side of the Maumee behind Fort
Meigs. That place, however, had been so completely
protected by traverses of earth that the fire of the batter-
ies produced but little effect, the guns, with the excep-
tion of the 24-pounders not being heavy enough to
make much impression on earthworks.

On the evening of the 3rd, General Clay was at the
head of the Rapids of the Maumee with a reinforcement
of 1,300 men from Kentucky, who were embarked in 18
large scows with shields on their sides to protect them
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against the bullets of the Indians. Harrison received
the news of Clay’s approach on the evening of the 4th
and at once sent out one of his officers, Captain Hamil-
ton, in a canoe to meet Clay and direct him as to the
plan of operations he was to adopt. Clay was to land
800 of his men on the north side of the river at a point
a mile and a half above the British batteries opposite
Fort Meigs. These batteries were to be taken, the can-

non spiked and the carriages destroyed, and then the
troops were to return to their boats and cross to Fort
Meigs. The rest of Clay’s command were to land on
the south side of the Maumee and march directly to the
fort. Harrison then intended to make a sortie, destroy
the British batteries in the rear of the fort and disperse
or capture all the British on the south side of the river.
The American general was very sanguine of the success
of this fine plan and, as he had been stimulating the



136 THE WAR OF 1812.

courage of his troop with a series of stirring addresses,
it was to be presumed that they would not fail him. In
one of these he said to them, ‘“Should we encounterthe
enemy, remember the fate of your butchered brothers at
the River Raisin—that British treachery produced that
slaughter.” This sounded very much like an invitation
to grant the British no quarter. In another Napoleonic
general order he said; ‘‘Can the citizens of a free
country who have taken arms to defend its rights, think
of submitting to an army composed of mercenary
soldiers, reluctant Canadians, goaded to the field by the
bayonet, and of wretched naked savages?”” This Boba-
dil general should have known that the only troops who
during the war had to be ‘“goaded to the field by the
bayonet ’—were the American Regulars and Militia, as
witness the orders of Colonel Miller before the battle of
Maguaga, of Colonel Van Rensselaer at Queenstown,
and of General Wilkinson at La Colle. General Har-
rison had the modesty to say at the conclusion of this
general order that, although he did not presume to
compare himself to the ‘“ immortal Wayne” he boasted
of being” that hero’s pupil.”

On the morning of the 5th of May General Clay’s
army reached the vicinity of the fort, and Colonel
Dudley with 866 men landed on the north side of the
Maumee at a place pointed out by Captain Hamilton.
They ascended to the plain unobserved by the British
and marched straight to the batteries which were
manned by only a few gunners. Dudley’s men got
behind the guns and captured and spiked them without
any loss, the main body of the British being at the
camp a mile and a half down the river. Dudley now
left the larger part of his force under Major Shelby in
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the captured batteries, and with the remainder advanc-
ed against a body of Indians in rear of the fort'who had
attacked some of his riflemen. Shelby was soon assail-
ed by two companies of the 41st and a company of
Militia, the whole numbering less than 200 rank and
file. This gallant little force, which was led by Cap-
tain Muir of the 41st, speedily recaptured the batteries,
driving the American troops before them and making
most of them prisoners. Harrison’s Kentucky heroes,
“‘citizens of a free country,” were not able to stand for
an instant before Muir’s ‘‘mercenary soldiers and'
reluctant Canadians,” Dudley was not more fortunate:
than Shelby had been; he was drawn into an ambus--
cade by the Indians, and the whole of his command
cut to pieces. Dudley himself, was killed, and of the
866 men who had landed with him only 150 escaped.
The remainder of Clay’s force consisting of about
450 men landed on the south side of the river and
reached the fort after a sharp skirmish with the Indians.
General Harrison ordered a sortie to be made by 350
men, nearly all Regulars, under Colonel John Miller of
the 1gth United States Regt. These fell upon one of
the British batteries, which was defended by the two
flank companies of the 41st Regt., numbering 130 rank
and file under Captain Bullock. The small British
force was defeated, the battery captured and the gun,.
a six-pounder spiked, 40 men of the 41st, including two-
lieutenants and a sargeant being made prisoners.
Colonel Miller did not enjoy his triumph long. At
this moment two companies of Militia, numbering 130
rank and file, advanced with 300 Indians. These
with the help of the remanent of the 41st instantly
recaptured the cannon and drove the Americans back
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The British general withdrew his force from Fort
Meigs on May the gth, taking with him all his cannon
and stores of every kind, and leaving absolutely noth-
ing behind. The audacious Lossing attempts to convey
a false impression to the minds of his readers by saying
that Proctor attempted to bear away from his batteries
his unharmed cannon, but a few shots from Fort Meigs
made him withdraw speedily.” Here, without abso-
lutely stating it and telling a direct falsehood, Lossing
leads the reader to believe that Proctor’s cannon were
left behind, the truth being, as that general states in
his despatch, ‘I have, however, brought off all my
ordnance; and indeed have not left anything behind.
Part of the ordnance was embarked under the fire of
the enemy.” The American general had not the
courage to interfere with Proctor’s departure, except by
an ineffectual fire from his cannon. The British retort-
ed in kind, and the last shot they fired from one of
their vessels killed half a dozen of the soldiers in the
fort; with this emphatic farewell they sailed away.
Proctor had failed to capture Fort Meigs; but he had so
demoralized the enemy that they were effectually pre-
vented from engaging in a spring campaign against
Detroit.
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states opposed to the war. The failure of the attack on
Canada had made the peace party in New England
stronger and bolder. Josiah Quincy, whose honesty
and patriotism no man could doubt, gave his country-
men his views on the war in a highly exasperating fash-
ion on the floors of Congress. Hildreth says:—¢‘“He
denounced the invasion of Canada as a cruel, wanton,
senseless and wicked attack, in which neither plunder
nor glory was to be gained upon an unoffending people,
bound to us by ties of blood and good neighborhood;
undertaken for the punishment over their shoulders, of
another people 3,000 miles off, by young politicians
fluttering and cackling on the floor of that House, half
hatched, the shell still on their heads and their pin-
feathers not yet shed—politicians to whom reason,
justice, pity, were nothing, revenge everything.”
Speeches of this kind, however, only made the war
party more resolute to conquer Canada. Acts were
passed to increase the regular army to 56,000 men, all
of which were to be employed in the invasion of Canada.
Wi illiams of South Carolina, the Chairman of the Mili-
tary Committee, voiced the plans and hopes of his bel-
ligerent countrymen when he said:—“The St. Lawrence
must be crossed by a well appointed army of 20,000
men, supported by a reserve of 10,000. At the same
moment we move on Canada a corps of 10,000 must
threaten Halifax from the Province of Maine. The
honor and character of the nation require that the Brit-
ish power on our borders should be annihilated the next
campaign.”

The news, which reached Washington in March, of
the terrible disasters that had befallen their ally Napo-
leon in the Russian Campaign, in which he lost about
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450,000 men, was very disheartening to the American
war party. All their hopes of sharing with this Corsi-
can robber in the partition of the British Empire sud-
denly vanished in smoke, and although the United
States might continue to play the part of a jackall to
Bonaparte, they could now e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>