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“Out of monuments, names, wordes, proverbs, traditions,
private records, and evidences, fragmenis of stories, passages of
bookes, and the like, we do save, and recover somewhat from the
deluge of time.”—Lord Bacon: The Advancement of Learning.

“A wise nation preserves ils records, gathers up 1its muniments,
decorates the tombs’of its tllustrious dead, repairs its greas structures,
and fosters national pride and love of couniry, by perpetual re-
ferences to the sacrifices and glories of the past.”—Joseph Howe.

VOLUME XVIIL

PRINTED FOR THE SOCIETY BY WM. MACNAB & SON,
HALIFAX, N. S.
1914.



“The care which a nation devotes to the preservation of the
monuments of its past may serve as a true measure of the degree
of civilization to which it has attained.” g _

(Les Archives Principales de Moscou du Ministere des

Affairs Etrangeres Moscow, 1898, p. 3.)

“To discover and rescue from the unsparing hand of time the
records which yet remain of the earliest history of Canada. To
preserve while in_our power, such documents as may be found
amid the dust of yet unexplored depositories, and which may
prove important to general history, and to the particu}ar history
of this province.”—Quebec Literary and Historical Society.

NATIONAL MONUMENTS.
(By Henry Van Dyke).

Count not the cost of honour to the dead!
The tribute that a mighty nation pays
To those who loved her well in former days

Means more than gratitude for glory fled;

For every noble man that she hath bred,
Immortalized by art's immortal praise,
Lives in the bronze and marble that we raise,

To lead our sons as he our fathers led.

These monuments of manhood, brave and high,
Do more than forts or battle-ships to keep

Our dear bought liberty. They fortify -
The heart of youth with valour wise and deep;

They build eternal bulwarks, and command

Eternal strength to guard our native land.
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OBJECTS OF COLLECTIONS.

1. Manuscript statements and narratives of pioneer sett-
lers, old letters and journals relative to the early history and
settlement of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland
and Prince Edward Island, and the wars of 1776 and 1812; bio-
graphical notes of our Indian tribes, their history, character-
istics, sketches of their prominent chiefs, and warriors, together
with contributions of Indian implements, dress, ornaments
and curiosities.

2. Diaries, narratives and documents relative to the Loyal-
ists, their expulsion from the old colonies and their settlement
in the Maritime Provinces.

3. Files of newspapers, books, pamphlets, college ‘cata
logues, minutes of ecclesiastical conventions, associations, con-
ferences and synods, and all other publications, relating to this
Province, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and New-
foundland.

4. Drawings and descriptions of our ancient mounds and
fortifications, their size, representation and locality.

5. Information respecting articles of pre-historic antiqui-
ties, especially implements of copper, stone, or ancient coins or
other curiosities found in any of the Maritime Provinces, to-
gether with the locality and condition of their discovery. The
contribution of all such articles to the cabinet of the society
is most earnestly desired.

6. Indian geographical names of streams and localities,
with their signification, ‘and all information generally respect-
ing the condition, language and history of the Micmacs, Mali-

cetes and Bethucks.
)
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7. Books of all kinds, especially such as relate to Canadian
history, travel, and biography in general, and Lower Canada
or Quebec in particular, family genealogies, old magazines,
pamphlets, files of newspapers, maps, historical manuscripts,
autographs of distinguished persons, coins, medals, paintings,
portraits, statuary and engravings.

8. We solicit from historical societies and other learned
bodies that interchange of books and other materials by which
the usefulness of institutions of this nature is so essentially en-
hanced,—pledging ourselves to repay such contributions i by
acts in kind to the best of our ability.

9. The Society particularly begs the favor and compli-
ments of authors and publishers, to present, with their auto-
graphs, copies of their respective works for its library.

10. Editors and publishers of newspapers, magazines and
reviews, will confer a lasting favor on the Society by contri-
buting their publications regularly for its library, where they
may be expected to be found always on file and carefully pre-
served. We aim to obtain and preserve for those who shall
come after us a perfect copy of every book, pamphlet or pap-
er ever printed in or about Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland.

11. Nova Scotians residing abroad have it in their power
to render their native province great service by making dona-
tions to our library of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, etc., bear-
ing on any of the Provinces of the Dominion or Newfoundland.
To the relatives, descendants, etc., of our colonial governors,
judges and military officers, we especially appeal on behalf of
our Society for all papers, books, pamphlets, letters, etc., which
may throw light on the history of any of the Provinces of the
Dominion.
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ACT OF INCORPORATION.,
CHAPTER 87.
SECTION. SECTION.
1. Incorporation. 3. Property vested in cor-
2. May hold real estate. poration.

An Act to incorporate the Nova Scotia Historical Society.
(Passed the 17th day of April, A. D., 1879).

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, as
follows:

1. The Honourable John W. Ritchie, the Reverend George W.
Hill, the Reverend Thomas J. Daly, the Honourable William J.
Almon, Thomas A. Ritchie, William D. Harrington, George E.
Morton, and John T. Bulmer, and their associates, members of the
Nova Scotia Historical Society, and such other persons as shall be-
come members of such society, according to the rules and by-
laws thereof, are hereby created a body corporate by the name
of the Nova Scotia Historical Society.

2. The said corporation may purchase, take, hold, and en-
joy real estate not exceeding twenty thousand dolars in value,
and may sell, mortgage, lease, or otherwise dispose of the same
for the benefit of the corporation.

3. Upon the passing of this act the property of the said Nova
Scotia Historical Society, whether real or personal, and all debts
due thereto, shall vest in the said Nova Scotia Historical Society
hereby incorporated.
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it AN ACT.

3

To provide for the Amalgamation of the Library of the Nova
Scotia Historical Society with the Legislative Library
and the Management of the Joint Collection.

(Passed the 10th day of April, A. D., 1881.)

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, as
follows:

1. The Library of the Nova Scotia Historical Society shall
be amalgamated with the Legislative Library of Nova Scotia,
and the regulation and management of the Joint Collection and
any additions that may be made thereto is hereby vested in a
commission of nine persons to be called the Nova Scotia Library
Commission, of whom the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province
for the time being shall ex officio be one, and _the remainder of
whom shall be appointed annually, one half by the Nova Scotia
Historical Society and the other half by the Governor in Council.

2. The Lieutenant-Governor for the time being shall be ex
officio the President of the Commission.

3. Should the Nova Scotia Historical Society at any time
fail to appoint any or all of the Commissioners whom said So-
ciety are hereby authorized to appoint, the rights and powers
vested by this Act in the Commission shall devolve upon the
other members of the Commission.

4. ‘The Librarian shall be appointed by the Governor in Coun-
cil, and shall be such person as the Commissioners shall nomi-
nate, and shall hold office during good behaviour.

5. The Commissioners may make bye-laws from time to time
for the regulation and management of the Library and prescrib-
ing all matters necessary for the control thereof, but such bye-
laws shall not go into force until approved by the Governor in
Council.

6. The Commission shall make an annual report of the ex-
penditure, the general state of the Library, and on all such mat-
ters in connection therewith as may be required by the Govern-
or in Council, which report shall be laid upon the table of each
branch of the Legislature during the session.
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RULES AND BY-LAWS.

REVISED MaAy 27, 1910.

1. ‘The Society shall be called the Nova Scotia Historical
Society.
OBJECTS.

2. The objects of the Society shall be the collection and
preservation of all documents, papers and others objects of in-
terest which may serve to throw light upon and illustrate the
history of this country, the reading at the meetings of the Society,
of papers on historical subjects, the publication, as far as the
funds of the Society will allow, of .all such documents and papers
as it may be deemed desirable to publish, the formation of a lib-
rary of books, papers and manuscripts, affording information,
and illustrating historical subjects.

MEMBERS.

3. The membership shall consist of Ordinary, Life, Corres-
ponding and Honorary Members. The Ordinary or resident
members, shall pay at the time of admission, an entrance fee of
Five Dollars, and Two Dollars after each suceeeding annual
meeting. The Ordinary Members residing outside the limit of
15 miles from the city, may become members on payment of
Two Dollars entrance fee, and One Dollar annually thereafter.
Any Ordinary Member may become a Life Member by the payment
of Forty Dollars. The Corresponding and Honorary Members,
shall be elected by the unanimous vote of the Society, and are
exempt from all dues.

4. Candidates for membership may be proposed at any
regular or special meeting of the Society by a Member. The pro-
position shall remain on the table for one month, or until the
next meeting, when a ballot shall be taken, one black ball in
five excluding. No person shall be considered a member until
his entrance fee is paid, and if any member shall allow his dues
to remain unpaid for two years, his name may be struck from
the roll.
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MEETINGS, OFFICE-BEARERS, ETC.

5. The regular meetings of the Society shall be held at 8
p. m., on the first Friday of each month, from November to May,
both months inclusive, and special meetings may be convened on
due notification of the President, or in case of his absence, by the
Vice-President, or on the application of any five members.

6. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at 8
p. m., on the first Friday of April, at which meeting there shall be
chosen a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding
Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and two Auditors,
and a Council of four members, who with the foregoing shall
constitute the Council of the Society. The election of members
to serve on the Nova Scotia Library Commission, under the pro-
visions of Chapter 17, N. S. Acts of 1880, shall take place at the
annual meeting, immediately after the election of office-bearers
and Coundil.

7. All communications which are thought worthy of pre-
servation, shall be minuted in the books of the Society and the
originals kept on file. ~

8. Seven members shall be a quorum for all purposes at or-
dinary meetings, but at the annual meeting, in April, ten members
shall form a quorum.

9. No article of the constitution nor any by-law shall be alter-
ed at any meeting when less than ten members are present, nor
unless the subject has either been discussed at the previous
meeting, or reported on by a committee appointed for that purpose.

10. The duties of the Office bearers and Council shall be the
same as those performed generally in other Societies.

11. The Publication Committee shall consist of four mem-
bers and shall be appointed by the Council, to them all manu-
scripts shall be referred, and they shall report to the Council
before publication.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

12.  All elections of officers shall be made by ballot, and a
majority of those present shall be required to elect.
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THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

The Venerable Archdeacon Armitage, gave the President’s
Report.

The Archdeacon said that the year 1913-14, had been
marked by many signs of development, which were most
distinctly encouraging. The regular meetings of the Society
had been well attended, and the interest in every department of
the Society’s work had increased. The membership continues
to grow steadily. During the year 164 new members were
added to our roll; and of this number your President had the
pleasure of nominating no less than 145. The membership
roll of the Nova Scotia Historical Society is fast becoming the
roll of honour of Nova Scotians who have distinguished them-
selves in various walks of life. While we have associated
with us a very large number of educationists, as is natural,
we have also a remarkable list of men of affairs in the com-
mercial and industrial world. It is noteworthy also, that we
have many of the leaders in political life. The legal profession
is worthy of special mention, so large is their contribution.
We are favoured also with a great increase in the number of
ladies who have joined our ranks. There is no reason, in my
judgment, why we should not have at least 1000 members,
which would secure an income for the Society which would en-
able it to prosecute its work with far greater efficiency, especially
in the direction of the publication of historic information.

It has been well remarked: That the care which a nation
devotes to the preservation of the monuments of its past may
serve as a true measure of the degree of civilization to which

it has attained.
4 (xix)
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The aim of the Nova Scotia Historical Society may be stat-
ed in brief terms. It is to discover and preserve the documents
which relate to the history of the Province. It is to make
available to the historical student the mass of information
which has been gathered in the Archives concerning the settle-
ment and development of Nova Scotia. It is to encourage all
workers in the field of historical research. It is to suggest pro-
per methods of research, and to cultivate the critical faculty in
the use of materials. It is to inculcate the scientific spirit

.in the study of history. It is above all to assist in the

historical domain personal research of original documents, and
to make accessible to students, manuscripts and other material
of an antiquarian and historical character.

. The greatest historian on the formative period of English
history, wrote his monumental work from printed books, and
did not consult a mass of original material, which formed the
true mine in which he should have explored. It has remained
for later students to dig deeper, and to enrich the subject from
the ore in which the wealth of knowledge was to be found.

These facts, and others of a similar nature, place upon us
only a heavier obligation to pursue the scientific method, and
to insist on its rigid application in our chosen field of study.

A society with such a high standard, and with such lofty
aims, requires money for its operations. For thirty-three years
it has carried on its useful work with poverty staring it in
the face. Its membership was small, its fees trifling. Only
one life member was on the roll with a payment of $40.00. The
society has entered upon better times, with a greatly increased
membership, however, and consequently a larger income.

We have laudable ambitions; we have a large measure of
responsibility; we have a great work to be accomplished, and
for such work we need money. It is only in the light of con-
trast that we are able to see our needs. The Massachusetts
Historical Society has $417,892.91 in invested funds. Its re-
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ceipts in 1911 were $32,000.00. The Nova Scotia Historical
Society had in that year no invested funds, its income was be-
low $600.00.

There are a few objects of a secular character towards which
our men of means could give with better results. The Society
needs a building of its own in which to house its records, and in
which to do its work. The investment of $100,000.00 for that
purpose would be of inestimable benefit to the province.

We need a fire-proof building where historical manuscripts
may be deposited with safety, if the highest functions of the
society are to be fulfilled. The irreparable losses recently
suffered in the United States by the fires in the State houses of
New York and Kansas, ought to be a sufficient warning to all
governments.

The President handed to the Archivist a photograph of
Colonel Charles James Stewart who on the 5th November, 1913,
completed his ninety-second year; a picture of the tablet on
the Royal Bank, Annapolis Royal, marking the birthplace of
Sir Fenwick Williams; a picture of the inscription marking
the visit of the first French bishop at Ste. Anne’s, Church Point,
with the inscription legibly written out kindly drawn up by
Canon Vroom, of Windsor.

The inscription, which is quite legible is:—

III NON IVN
MDCCCIII
DOM: P DENAVT
QVEBEC
HAS IN ORAS
PRIM. APPVLIT
EPISCOP
ET
TRIBVS
EIIIZKOIIE

DIEBVS

On the side of the stone is:—
HIC STETIT ARA CHRIST!I
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The President stated that he had an inquiry from Captain
Hicks, R. N., private secretary to the Lieut. Governor, regarding
the original journal of Charles Mason, who with Jeremiah Dixon
surveyed the boundary line between Pennsylvania and Mary-
land in 1764-7. Mr. Thatcher T. P. Luquer, consulting en-
gineer of New York, in a letter to the Private Secretary says:
“In the encyclopaedias reference is made to the finding in 1860,
among some waste papers in the basement of Government
House at Halifax, of the original Journal.” ‘‘Mr. Porter C.
Bliss described the journal in the Historical Magazine of July
1861, and states that it was then in the possession of a gentle-
man of Nova Scotia.”

The President exhibited a State paper of great historical
interest, the original document, bearing the Royal signature and
seal:—The Additional Instructions of King George I to Gover-
nor Phillips of Nova Scotia, dated August 31st, 1724, regard-
ing import duties on European goods, imported in English
vessels into our Province. This document is now in the pos-
session of Mr. Beckles Willson, of Clifton Grove, Windsor, N. S.

The President stated that Dr.]. Johnston Hunt,had present-
ed the Library with a bound copy of the first volume of “The

Mayflower, or the Ladies Acadian Newspaper,” first published
in 1851.

The President handed the Archivist a copy of ‘“The May-
flower,” a patriotic song, by the late Ernest E. Leigh, formerly
organist and choir master of St. Paul’s Church, Halifax.

The President referred to the sad loss which historical cir-
cles in the Maritime Provinces had suffered by the death of
David Russell Jack, one of the foremost historical students in
Canada. The late Mr. Jack was a man with large sympathies,
a wide out-look upon life, and of indefatigable energy. He:
possessed the true historical spirit in a large degree, and gave
of his time, energy and means for the futherance of the work
he so dearly loved. We sympathize with the members of the
New Brunswick Historical Society in their great loss.
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The President handed to the Archivist a photograph from
an old Silhouette, of Mrs. Rebecca Clements Hill, wife of Wil-
liam Hill, Loyalist. The picture bears the date 1738-1813.
He also handed over a photograph of Major John Lewis
Hill, 1805-1888, Cape Breton Militia, for 15 years Sheriff of
Cape Breton County, 1860-1875. The photographs are pre-
sented to the Society by a member, Mr. Albert J. Hill of New
Westminster. Mr. Hill has presented the Society with an
excellent likeness of Rev.Ranna Cossitt, one of the early Church
missionaries who died at Yarmouth in 1815, and with a geneal-
ogical record of the Cossitt family from 1700 to the present time.

The President stated that he had a communication from
Miss M. I. Willet of 3564 West 57th Street, New York, asking
for information concerning Samuel and James Willet, who were
taken prisoners in the Revolutionary War and brought to
Canada.

The President stated that Frank Dyer Chester, Ph. D.,
had written from The Bristol, Boston, asking for information:
May I inquire whether you have in your library the colonial
record of the family of Simeon Chester (from New London-
Groton, Conn,) and his wife Elizabeth Bent (of Milton, Mass.)
who settled at Truro, N. S. about 1760.

This Simeon Chester had nine children perhaps all born in
Nova Scotia:

Simeon b Mch. 30, 1767. 4 (Eliah (Elisha) b Dec. 24, 1773
Elizabeth b June 12, 1768" %{Elijah TR T
Calvin b 5 Elias & T3 “ 1]
2 { Lydia b Susannah *  * Mch 31,1776
Z|Caleb d (

They all later moved to the State of Ohio, except perhaps
the branch of Eliah (Elisha) who married Hannah Ladowney
(LeDernier?) about whom I would like information. Elijah
may have died young; but Elias married Oct. 15, 1797 Hannah
Vincent Freeman of Pomfret, Conn. whose father was Capt .
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Elisha Freeman of Truro, Mass. and Norwich, Cenn. Her
sister Abigial married Col. Street of St. John, N. B. Another
sister, Ann Frances, married a LeDernier.

I have a feeling that there must be a family of Chesters in
your province related to us, either from this Simeon branch,
or from an earlier member of the family.

Please accept my hearty thanks for all that you can do for
me in this regard.

The Freemans and Bents were in Amherst, N. S.

P. S. It is stated that Simeon Chester was head of Cumberland
County Committee of Safety in November, 1770.

The President stated that he had a communication from
the distinguished historical student, Professor Ganong, con-
gratulating the Society on Volume XVII, not only for the value
of its contents, but also on the good judgment displayed, in
the selection and arrangement of the material. Professor
Ganong is anxious to have the inscriptions on the Yarmouth
stones reproduced photographically.

The President had a communication from the Rev. Dr.
Eaton of Boston, in regard to the Greenough family, concerning
which inquiry was made at the December meeting. Dr. Eaton
writes: ‘““In the grant of the Township of Newport in 1761,
Daniel Greeno, or Greno, or Greenough does not appear, but
in the Newport Township book are the following entries:

Daniel Greno, and Elizabeth Little, widow, were married
Tth October, 1762, by Isaac Deschamps, Esq., J. P. Daniel
and Elizabeth, born 25th December, 1764. Allen, born 27th
April, 1764.

Daniel Greenough was not a Loyalist, he evidently came in
1761 or 1762. What property he may have owned can be
found only from Crown Land records in Halifax, (if he had any
grant) and from Deeds in Windsor, N. S.”
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The President announced that papers had been promised
by the following members:—

Mr. Horace Flemming, of the Bank of Nova Scotia, on the
subject of: ‘“The Old Currency of Nova Scotia.”

The Rev. Arthur John Lockhart of Winterport, Maine,
known as ‘‘Pastor Felix,” in the literary world, on the subject:
“Acadian Reminiscences of Fifty Years Ago.”

The President presented the Report of the Committee ap-
pointed at the February Meeting to wait on the Provincial
Government, to ask for the publication of the Acadian Docu-
ments relating to the Expulsion which, it is claimed, have come
to light since Dr. Akins published the volume of the Record
Commission. The Government, it is understood, will take
action in the matter.

The President reported that there had been a very con-
siderable demand on the part of learned bodies, for the early
volumes of our ‘‘Collections.” We had recently a request
from the University of Hong Kong; and ‘“The Western
Reserve Historical Society’’ of Cleveland, Ohio, has made
application for volumes 1 to 10. It would be well to reprint
some of the earlier volumes, as soon as the Society is in a
financial position to do so. Volumes 1, 2 and 5 are out of
print.

The condition of the French Burial Ground near Rock-
ingham Bedford Basin has aroused considerable interest.

The Historical Society has started a movement to interest
the French Government, the Government of Quebec, and Can-
adians generally in erecting a monument to the memory of the
dead of the Duc d’Anville’s fleet who perished of fever in large
numbers while in temporary camp at Bedford Basin.

The President reported that Mr. John Howard, Agent
General of Nova Scotia through whom inquiries had been made
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by Mr. A. M. Payne, as to the whereabouts of the painting
of Lord Halifax, by Sir Joshua Reynolds, after whom the City
of Halifax was named, and the possibility of obtaining a copy
of the same, had stated that the picture had been offered at
Christie’s Art Sales and had been purchased by Lord Curzon,
ex-Viceroy of India. His Lordship courteously permitted a
photograph to be taken of this fine picture and copies were
forwarded to Mr. Payne for the Society.

Through the kindness of Mr. I. C. Stewart, a valued mem-
ber of our Society, copies of this picture were distributed,
at the Annual Meeting, when Mr. A. M. Payne took the Earl
of Halifax, as the subject of his paner.

The President submitted a resolution unanimously passed
at a meeting of the Maritime Board of Trade, where the Society
was represented by Mr. W. C. Milner August 21st, 1913.

“Whereas, the territories embraced within the limits of
Ancient Acadia first settled three hundred years ago, being
the first European Settlement made in America, north of St.
Augustine, wherein the struggle for national supremacy, were
the scenes of many conflicts in the French, Indian and Revolu-
tionary wars, and were associated with many historic indivi-
duals and with deeds of valor and heroism, and with acts of
self sacrifice and patriotic devotion;

And whereas, except in five cases, the sites of such scenes
have passed into private hands and in no case, but one, has the
Federal Government taken any steps to preserve and perpetuate
such sites for the benefit of future generations;

Resolved, that this Board of Trade strongly recommends
the Federal Government to acquire by purchase, or otherwise,.
such historic sites as they do not now possess and to mark the
same by appropriate monuments, and also, that the manages
ment and perpetual keep of the same be placed in the hand-
of a Government Department or Commission; also that copies
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of this resolution be sent to the Right Honourable R. L. Bor-
den, and Honourable Messrs. White, Foster, Hazen and Col.
Hughes.”

At the January Meeting his Honor Judge Savary gave the
following appreciation of the late David Russell Jack—The
Judge expressed his regret for the loss to the literature and
history of the Maritime Provinces by the passing away of Mr.
Jack in the midst of his career of usefulness which was tinged in
his mind with the sense of a personal bereavement, for he was
one of his most esteemed and valued correspondents. ‘‘Mr.
Jack’s knowledge of the history and genealogy of the Mari-
time Provinces was wonderful, and he was always delighted to
communicate his knowledge to others. He would spare no
pains to give enquirers any information they asked of him.
As a proof of his generosity and public spirit in this respect
may be cited the fact, that although not a rich man he carried
on his valuable Magazine ‘““Acadiensis’ ten years at a loss of
$200 a year. If in the trite old adage poeta nascitur, non fit,
the word poefa applies to the historian as well as to the poet
in the English sense of the term. Mr. Jack was a striking
example of a man possessing an ‘“historical instinct,” for he
wrote his history of the City of St. John when he was only 19
years old. He was engaged at the time of his death on a his-
tory of the Loyalists of New Brunswick which no doubt would
have been a most valuable book.”

The Council wishes to put on record that the portrait ap-
pearing under the name of Governor Charles Lawrence, Vol.
XVI, Folio 11, which had been published by the Society in good
faith, is now believed to be the portrait of Dr. Adam Ferguson.

The Council desires to state that the Society does not hold
itself responsible for the views expressed by the writers of pap-
ers or for the authenticity of the portraits furnished.
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Members Elected at the November Meeting.

McClare, Charles Herbert, Architect, Cambridge Mass.

MacKenzie, Alexander, Halifax. ;

Schwartz, William E., Hallfax

Salter, Frank, Hahfax

Logan, Danlel Commercial Editor Star-Bulletin, Honolulu.

Morse, Rev. Wm Inglis, B. D., Lynn, Mass.

McLeod, Prof. Clement Henry, (Professor of Geodesy) MeGill
Umverslty Montreal.

Moffatt, Thos. Inglis Dunlap, Halifax.

Pottinger, David, Moncton, N. B.

Mylius, L. J., Winnipeg.

Lockhart, Rev. Arthur John, (Pastor Felix) Winterport, Me.

Pope, Miss Georgina, Halifax.

Minard, Asa Raymond, Toronto.

Townsend, Rev. Wm. Thos., B. A., Carcross, B. C.

Crane, Lt. Colonel J. Noble, Halifax.

Willson, Beckles, ‘‘Clifton’’, Windsor.

Newcombe, Edmund Leslie, K. C., Deputy Minister of Justice,
Ottawa.

Nicholson, Chas. Butler, M. A., “Detroit Free Press.”

Richardson, Harry A., General Manager, Bank of Nova Scotia,
Toronto.

Primrose, Alex., M. D., Toronto.

Masters, John F., Supt. Dominion Atlantic. Railway, Boston.

Egan, Lt. Col. Thos J., Halifax.

Longard, Clarence, Halifax.

Blackadar, Henry Douglas, Halifax.

Lugar, Mrs. Wm. R., Halifax.

Laurie, Miss, Oakfield, N. S.

Anderson, Mrs., 3 North Bland Street.

James, Rev. Willis, G. B. A., Calgary.

Harris, Rev. George D., Fall River, Mass.

MacKenzie, Archdeacon Chas., Gallipolis, Ohio.

Thorne, S. J., North Sydney Herald.

Wylde, Chas. Fenwick, M. D., Montreal.

Morrow, Mrs. Marion S., Halifax.

Elliot, Mrs. F. E., Halifax.

Ryan, Mrs. Frank W., Halifax.

Ross, Howard Salter, D. C. L., Montreal.

Fenerty, Lloyd Hamilton, Calga

MacDonald, Henry Kirkwood, M. D Halifax.

MacKenzne, Wm. F,, J. P, New Glasgow

Cutler, Robert Mollison, Halifax.

Moberley, Thomas Ed., Toronto.

Starratt, Prof. Frank A., Colgate University, Hamilton, N. Y.

Sponagle, Lt.~Col., M. D., Middieton, N. S.

Hare, Henry Mather, M. D, Harrmgton Harbor, Cote Nord, Q

Webster, Henry Duntley, M. D Kentville.

Tremaine, Dunsier Lambton, Hahfax

Wiswell, William H., Halifax.

Russell, Bernard W., Halifax.

McCarthy, Professor Joseph B., Windsor, N. S.

Rand, Benjamin, Ph. D., Harvard Phllosophlcal Library.
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Cutler, Mrs. Robert M., Halifax.
Wilson, Edwin Alonzo, Halifax.
Starr, Chas. C., Halifax.
Schaffner, I. B., Halifax.
MacLean, Dr., North Sydney.
MacDonald, Capt. Donald, Sydney.
Gray, F. W., C. E., Sydney.

Members Elected December Meeting.

Holmes, Hon. Simon H., Halifax.
Warman, Charles, Liverpool.
Dickson, Dr. M. S., Dartmouth.
Whitman, Frank C., Annapolis Royal.
Fortier, Loftus Morton, Annapolis Royal.
Clark, Willard G., Bear River.
Betton, J. Edgar, Toronto.

Warner, Frederick Alex., Halifax.
Sare, R. G., Halifax.

Bowser, W. H., Halifax. ]

Covey, Mrs. Lorenzo E., Halifax.
Young, Mrs. Frank, Dartmouth.

Members Elected January Meeting.

Thompson, Alfred M. P., Dawson City.

Finn, William D., M. D., Halifax.

Fraser, Rev. D. Stiles, D. D., Musquodoboit Harbor.
Richardson, Rev. Marshgall Sterling, Truro.
Buckley, Avery F., M. D., Halifax.

Sterling, John William, M. D., Montreal.
Sedgewick, Rev. Thomas, D. D., Tatamagouche.
Roper, Henry, Halifax.

Members Elected February Meeting.

Smith, Charles, R., K. C., Amherst.

Starr, Mrs. F. N. C., 112 College Street, Toronto.

Fairbanks, Edward Binney, Campbellton, N. B.

Swaine, James Malcolm, Assistant Entomologist, Ottawa.
Smithers, Canon Allan, W., Fredericton, N. B.

Whitman, O. H., Canso, N. S.

Fielding, Mrs. Jean U., Editor Windsor Tribune, Windsor, N. S.
Slayter, Major James M., R. G. A., Halifax.

Heward, Captain Stephen, A. R. C. A., Halifax.

Wier, Hedley Vicars, Halifax.

Uniacke, Lieut-Col. Crofton J., 4 Allhambra Road, Southsea, Eng.
McLeod, John D., Barrister, Pictou.

Phillips, Arthur Lang, 38 Cedar St.,, Halifax.

Macdonald, Alvin F., Editor, The Morning Chronicle, Halifax.
Outram, Captain Edmund, ‘‘Alsatian,” Liverpool, Eng.

Grierson, Rev. Robert, M. D., Seoul, Corea.

Farrish, Henry E., Esq., M. D., Liverpool, N. S.

Archibald, W. C., Wolfville.

Studd, W. H., Halifax.



XXX

NOVA SCOTIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Members Elected March Meeting.

Ross, Edwin Byron, Vancouver, B. C.

Shreve, Rev. Canon Richmond, D. D., Sherbrooke, Que.
Wilson, J. T., Halifax.

McLeod, John R., Halifax.

Bligh, Harris Harding, Halifax.

Henderson, Donald H., Two Rivers, Washington, U. S.
Clarke, Frederick John, Halifax.

Chambers, Robert E. C., New Glasgow.

Smith, Dr. Freeman P., Mill Village, Queen’s County, N. S.
Walker, E. M., Dartmouth.

Owen, Hon. W. H., Bridgewater.

Corresponding Member.
Eaton, Arthur Hamilton Wentworth, D. C. L., Boston.
Members Elected April Meeting.

Hensley, Mrs. George, Halifax.

Stairs, Miss Anna, Bland Street, Halifax.

Kennedy, Professor W. M. P., M. A. F. R., Hist S. (Eng.), Pro-
fessor of Modern History, University of St. Francis Xavier,
Antigonish. .

Stewart, W. B., Digby, N. S.

Thompson, The Very Rev. Alexander, D. D., Glace Bay.

Whitman, William, Boston, Mass (Life Member).

Wallace, Rev. Oates Chas. Symonds, D. D., Westmount, Montreal.

Harrington, Gordon Sydney, Mayor of Glace Bay.

Webster, David Esq., M. D., 24 East 48th Street, New York.

Shand, F. A., Sec., Windsor Furniture Company, Windsor.

Sedgewick, Major F. R., late Royal Field Artillery, Granville Ferry.

Cox, George Hastings, M. D., New Glasgow.

Harrison, Laurie Longley, M. D., Halifax.

Archibald, Chas. C., Bear River.

Ross, A. David, Ambherst.

Friel, James Barrister, Dorchester, N. B.

As Corresponding Membe:.

Greenwood, Charles, Esq., F. C. I. S., Registrar, The Manorial
Society, 1 Mitre Court Buildings, Temple, London Eng.

Members Elected at May Meeting.

Guest, William Taylor, 841 Chempagnear Avenue, Montreal.

Powell, Alderman William Robert, Halifax. Y

Hewitt, G. Trafford, Halifax.

Pearson, Mrs. Benjamin Franklin, “Emscote,” Halifax.

Thomson, Arthur, Esq., M. B., C. M., (Edin.), D. P. H., (Can=
tab), Whytegates, Stratford-on-Avon, England.

Lockerby Mr. R. Archibald, Halifax.

Dyer, Mr. Arthur F., Halifax.
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HISTORIC TABLETS

There have been many interesting and impressive ceremon-
ies in connection with the work of the Society in marking the
historic sites of the Province. At H. M. Naval Yard Halifax
there was a large contingent of men drawn up from the
“Cumberland,” under command of Lt. Cowan. Captain
Doughty of the ‘“Melpomene,’” Captain Aubrey Smith of the
“Cumberland,” Captain MacDonald of the ‘“Niobe,” Major
Clark of the “Marines,” Lord George Seymour of the ‘‘Melpo-
mene,” and Lt. Ravenshaw with other naval officers were
present. The army was represented by Colonel Rutherford
and Captain Gibsone. There was a representative gathering
of citizens. Archdeacon Armitage presided.

Captain Martin, head of the Naval Yard, gave an eloquent
and most interesting speech. He recalled the fact that as a
midshipman on the ‘“‘Shannon,’” Sir Provo Wallis visited the
ship and presented them with a memento of the famous ‘“Shan-
non’’ of 1813 fame. The old Admiral was always a great ad-
vocate of good gunnery and of the constant need of practice.
It was then that he used the famous saying: ‘‘If you have the
guns use them, and use them properly.” He was indeed the
“Father of the British Fleet.”

Captain Martin unveiled the Tablet which reads as fol-
lows:—
Near this spot in
H. M. Naval Yard, was born,
Sir Provo William Parry Wallis, K. C. B.,
1791~-1892.

Who served with great distinction for 88 years in the Navy: first
won fame on board the ‘‘Shannon’’ in her famous action with
the ‘‘Chesapeake,’’ and brought the Prize to Halifax, 1813:
rose to the rank of Admiral of the Fleet; and long bore
the great honour of being ‘‘The Father of the

British Fleet.””

The Nova Scotia Historical Society.
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Archdeacon Armitage called upon Colonel Rutherford,
officer commanding the Maritime Provinces to unveil the Tab-
let to General Beckwith. Colonel Rutherford spoke most
warmly of the distinguished services of the Halifax boy who -
rose to the rank of a Major-General of the British Army.
Beckwith was every inch a soldier. His crowning honours were.
won on the fateful field of Waterloo, and he has since been
associated with the great name of Wellington. Beckwith
was not only a soldier, but having lost his leg at Waterloo, he
gave up his life to missionary service in the Alps.

The Tablet Colonel Rutherford unveiled reads as follows:—

Near this Spot in
£ H. M. Naval Yard was born
Major General
John Charles Beckwith.
1789~-1862.

Knight of the Order of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus;
who rendered Distinguished Service in the
Peninsular War, and on the
famous field of Waterloo.

The Nova Scotia Historical Society.

The massed bands of the R. C. R. Regiment and of the
“Cumberland,” under band-master Ryan struck up “God save
the King,” Rule Britannia,”” and brought the function to a
close by playing “O Canada,” a tribute to two of our most dis-
tinguished Canadians. It is of interest that Prince Albert
was at this Station during the function.

The following Historic Tablets have been placed to mark
historic objects and sites: the house of Mrs. S. E. Moren, 310
- Pleasant Street, the site of the residence of Bishop Charles
Inglis, afterwards the residence of Professor Hagarty.

The tablet reads:—

The site of the Bishop Inglis House,
and the birthplace of Sir John Eardley Wilmot Inglis, K. C. B.,
1814-1862.
““The Hero of Lucknow.’”’

The Nova Scotia Historical Society.
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Archdeacon Armitage presided. The tablet was unveiled by
the Hon. Colonel Sam. Hughes, Minister of Militia.

There were present, the Lieutenant-Governor, Gen. Sir
Ian Hamilton, G. C. B., D. S. O., Colonel Rutherford, Col.
Humphrey, Major Maddocks, military secretary; Colonel Victor
Williams, A. S. C., Lt. Col. Vidito, Lt. Col. Oxley, Dr. McKay,
Superintendent of Education; Dr. David Allison, J. C. Mac-
kintosh, W. C. ‘Milner, of the Dominion Archives, and a num-
ber of leading citizens. Archdeacon Armitage presented
Mrs. A. MacMechan and Mrs. Powell as representing the Im-
perial Order of the Daughters of the Empire, the order hav-
ing contributed to the object of erecting historic tablets.

The memorial tablet unveiled by General Sir Ian Hamilton,
G. C. B, D. S. O., Inspector General of the Overseas Forces,
in the Province Building grounds contained the following in-
scription:
Tradition saith
That this cannon was used
On board H. M. S. Shannon
In the historic sea fight
Between the Chesapeake and the Shannon
June 1st, 1813.
It was used as the noon and evening gun.
1882-1905.

The Nova Scotia Historical Society.

The Canadian Bioscope Company secured films of the two
scenes, which have been widely shown throughout Canada,
and the British Isles.

A worthy memorial tablet has been set up in St. George’s
Church, Halifax, immediately over Colonel DesBarres’ grave
in the crypt. The tablet, at the president’s request, was
unveiled by Mr. James S. Macdonald, who also delivered an

\
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excellent address embracing the varied and prolonged career
of Governor DesBarres.
This Tablet Commemorates
Col. Joseph Frederick Wallet DesBarres, Cartographer, Engineer,
Administrator, who served in this Garrison as. Captain of the
Royal American Regiment of Foot, 1756.
Won distinction at Louisburg, 1758, Aide~de=Camp to Gen. Wolfe
at Quebec, 1759.
Surveyor-General of the North Atlantic Coast, Preceptor of
Captain Cook, the Circumnavigator.
Author of the Atlantic Neptune.
Founder of Sydney, C. B.; Lt.-Governor of Cape Breton and of
Prince Edward Island, buried beneath this church,
Nov. 1st, 1824.
At the reputed age of 103 years.

The Nova Scotia Historical Society.

His Honour Judge Savary unveiled a tablet on the old
Fort at Annapolis Royal.
This Tablet Commemorates
Two distinguished sons of Annapolis Royal, Admiral Phillips Cosby,
1727-1808; and Admiral William Wolseley, 1756=1842 whose fa~
thers were officers serving in this Fort, and their mothers

descendents of William Winniett, the first permanent
British resident.

The Nova Scotia Historical Society.

Sir Robert Borden Prime Minister of Canada, unveiled
a tablet to the memory of Samuel G. W. Archibald, the distin-
guished Nova Scotian who in the earlier years of the nineteenth
century played such an important part in the government of
the Province.

There was a large gathering in the Assembly chamber,
the tablet, which is of cast bronze with a medallion, being placed -
on the east side of the room.

Among those present were Sir Robert Borden and Lady
Borden, Archdeacon Armitage, Sir Sandford Fleming, K. C.
M. G.; The Hon. Mr. Justice Longley, The Hon. Mr. Justice
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Graham, Hon. E. H. Armstrong, Hon. G. E. Faulkner, Hon.
R. McGregor, C. E. Tanner, M. P. P., Mayor Bligh, Rev.
Dr. Forrest, G. E. Franklyn and others.

Archdeacon Armitage presided, and speeches were made
by Sir Robert Borden and Dr. David Allison.

The inscription is as follows:

This Tablet Commemorates
The Public Services of a distinguished Nova Scotian, The Hon.
Samuel George William Archibald, born at Truro, 1777, died
1846, Orator, Jurist, Statesman, Speaker of the House of
Assembly, Attorney=General, and Master of the Rolls
of the Province of Nova Scotia and Chief Justice of
the Province of Prince Edward Island.

The Nova Scotia Historical Society.

The Programme for the season was as follows:—

November: Paper on Charles Inglis, First Bishop of Nova
Scotia, by Archdeacon Armitage, M. A., Ph. D.

December: Paper—‘The Settlement of Guysboro’ and
Hallowell Grant,” by A. C. Jost, Esq., M. D.

January: Paper—‘‘A Brief History of the Town of Bridge-
town, illustrating the changes which have taken place in the
manners, customs and habits of the rural population of Nova
Scotia during the Century just closed; with a Sketch of the
career of Colonel Poyntz, a Peninsula Veteran,” by John Ir-
vin, Esq., K. C.

February: Paper—‘'‘Wolfe's Men and Nova Scotia,”
by Beckles Willson.

March: ‘““Jonathan Belcher” by Hon. Sir Charles Towns-
hend, D. C. L.

April: Paper—‘The Earl of Halifax,” by A. M. Payne.
May: Paper—“Artists in Nova Scotia,” by Harry Piers.
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OBITUARY.
The Honorable William Ross, P. C., 1825-1912.

The Hon. William Ross was one of our foremost public men,
having served his country with conspicuous devotion in the
Provincial legislature, 1859-67, in the Dominion Parliament,
first as a private member, 1867-74, 1900-4; as Minister of
Militia and Defence, 1873-4; and as a Senator 1905-12. The
late Senator Ross was a keen student of provincial history and
brought to our meetings the wealth of his long experience.

The Hon. John Neville Armstrong, K. C., M. C. L.,
1854-1913.

The Hon. John Neville Armstrong, was a man of large
and of distinguished public service. He was a wise counsellor
and possessed of fine executive ability. His interest in his-
torical matters was intelligent and constant, and his knowledge
of the history of Cape Breton extensive.

The Hon. John Valentine Ellis, 1835-1913.

The Hon. Senator Ellis, was one of the first to accept Life
Membership in our Society. An able Journalist, a gifted wri-
ter and man of affairs, he left his mark on the history of New
Brunsw1ck and the Dominion.

The Hon. Adam C. Bell, 1847-19.

The Hon. Senator Bell, was one of the most distinguished
Pictonians of his day, who served the Province and Dominion
with great fidelity, as a member of the Legislative Assembly,
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(1878-1887) and House of Commons (1896-1904); as Provin-
cial Secretary, 1882; and as Senator 1911-12. His interest in
historical matters was deep and abiding.

Brigadier General Charles William Drury.
(1856-1913).

General Drury, while in command of the Maritime Provin-
ces, took a deep interest in the work of our Society, and stood
always ready to advance our interests. He was strongly in
favour of marking our historic sites.

John W. Gorham.

i The name of John W. Gorham linked the Halifax of to-day
M 6/,~w1th the historic past, for the progenitor of the family was the
’ famous Colonel,(Gorham who played such an important part
N in the early hi/story of the Province, as head of the ‘“Indian
Rangers’ in 1747, as member of the first Council in 1749, and

for many years after in the settlement of Halifax.
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Archdeacon Kaulbach was a distinguished son of Lun‘én-
burg County, whose unfailing courtesy and blameless life,
marked him out as a man of light and leading. He took a
special interest in the history of Lunenburg.

The Ven. James Albert Kaull;ach;‘ D.D. v
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The Hon. James McDonald.
(1828.1912).

The Hon. James McDonald was long a foremost leader of
the bar, sat for Pictou in the local legislative, 1859-67; in the
House of Commons, 1872-4 and 1878-81; Minister of Justice,
1878-81; was appointed Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, 1881,
retired 1904. He was a man of fine attainments and sterling
character, and was characterized by Sir John Macdonald in
1873, as ‘‘the best man in the House of Commons.”

Frank Davison.

Frank Davison was one of our foremost captains of industry
and might well be called a “lumber King.”” He came of a
family long associated with the development of the Province;
and did yeoman service himself. He was especially valued as
a member of the Royal Conservation Commission (1909).

James Simon Macdonald.
(1837-1914).

The following resolution on motion of Hon. Mr. Justice
Longley, seconded by Sir Charles Townshend, was ordered to
be spread on the Minutes of the Society.

The death of J. S. MacDonald, Esq., is more than an or-
dinary event to this Historical Society. His positions in life
were variable, but to this Historical Society he was always one
commanding force and he contributed more to the historical
transactions of the Society than any other member. :

Four years ago the Society chose Mr. MacDonald for its
President and during his entire year he worked steadily and
consistently for the upbuilding of the Society and the promul-
gation of fine historical work.



PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. XXX X

Although at his death he was seventy-eight years of age,
Mr. McDonald wore few marks of old age or decrepitude.
He was bright and interested in the promotion of historical
work. His death came as a surprise to himself as well as to
others. He has passed away as all the rest of us will some day
go and he leaves behind him valuable work, which will endure
for a long time to come. He made a collection of books and

papers which are of great value.

Monsignor Thomas J. Daly, M. A.
(1839-1914.)

The passing away of the Right Reverend Thomas J. Daly,
M. A., Vicar-General of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Halifax, who departed this life Sunday, 27th September, 1914,
removes the last survivor of the Society whose names appear
in the Act of Incorporation of 1879. The unfailing courtesy
of the late Monsignor Daly endeared him to the members of
the Society, as they did to all who came in contact with him.
The community is the poorer for the loss of one who was in
the truest sense of the words ‘‘a Christian gentleman.”

The attention of the Council of the Society having been
called to a criticism of Parr’s portrait, published in our Collec-
tions, Vol. XIV (1909) p. 14; a statement was prepared for
publication by the late Jas. S. Macdonald.

It is claimed that the portrait is not one of Parr, but is a
copy of a portrait of Nelson, in possession of Sir W. Biddulph
Parker, Bart. Blackbrook House, Faraham, Hants, sketched
by John Whichelo, September, 1805. This picture appears in
Mahan’s Life of Nelson, Vol. II, p. 364. :
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THE PORTRAIT OF GOVERNOR PARR.

When Lt. Gen. John Parr held the office of Governor of
Nova Scotia between the year 1782 until his death in 1791,
he was on most intimate terms with a number of the wealthy
Scottish merchants of Halifax, among them he was specially
friendly with Alex. Brymer and Matthew Richardson, two
leading men, who had amassed large fortunes not only on pur-
chases in the Admiralty Court but on the immense contracts
they made for needed supplies with the Government during the
war years, which marked the latter part of the 18th century in
Halifax. From the day of Parr’slanding here the two gentle-
men mentioned were special friends of his and with Bulkeley
formed an inner circle for advice which Parr often availed him-
self of. Brymer for many years occupied the position of Pay-
master of the Forces in Nova Scotia and was respected by all
for his integrity, his success in business and also for his generous
hospitality, a strong factor in that generation. His close friend
Matthew Richardson was also a successful man, and at times
when weighty operations had to be handled, a partner upon
whom he could depend, as he was noted for his foresight and
sagacity, and his genial management of his rivals when among
the quicksands of the Admiralty Court. After Parr’s death
in 1791, Brymer retired from business and subsequently re-
moved to London, and in 1796 he married Gov. Parr’s eldest
daughter, Catherine, a youthful widow of Capt. Dobson, an
officer in Parr’s old regiment, the 20th. Brymer was rich,
entertained generously and his position as agent of the Province
in London, and having occupied in former years the position
of Paymaster of the Forces in Halifax, which had brought him
in close contact with the leading officials stationed there, were
factors which no doubt influenced the young widow in closing
with her old admirer.

Richardson visited London several times and made Brymer’s
house his home, and then became acquainted with Col. Ramsay,
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afterwards Earl Dalhousie and Lt. Governor of Nova Scotia,
which subsequently resulted in a close intimacy, very similar
to that of his friend Brymer, during Parr’s term of Governor of
our Province.

When in Halifax as Commander of the Forces and Lieut.-
Governor of Nova Scotia, Dalhousie was looked upon as a
silent partnerin Richardson’s business as large dealings almost at
once began with the Jardines, the great agents of the East India
Company, on Dalhousie’s arrival. Joined to this, his many
visits to Studley, Richardson’s home, accompanied by his Aide-

e-Camp, Capt. Ba7algette and the evident pleasure he evinced
in meeting Richardson, proclaimed his confidence in his
friend. During 1817 the Earl and Richardson became per-
petual members of the North British Society of Halifax, the
Earl stipulating that Richardson must also be elected to the
Perpetual list; they each paid their fee, £10 and attended the
same meeting of the Institution and each thanked the members
for the honor conferred on them by their countrymen.

Before leaving Halifax in 1818, Dalhousie presented to
Richardson a minature portrait of the late Governor John Parr
as a memento of his old friend Brymer’s father-in-law. This
portrait now brought into question is a miniature in vellum,
framed in an old time setting; it remained in possession of
Matthew Richardson until his death, when with all his property
it passed into the hands of his eldest son the late well known
Wm. M. Richardson, a foremost West India merchant here for
many years. About the close of the late American Civil War,
Mr. Richardson unfortunately lost Studley in a land. boom
started in Halifax by a Col. Hornsby which resulted disastrous-
ly to so many of our citizens. Mr. Richardson subsequently
removed from the old homestead and resided until his death
very close to his old property. I knew him well and he would
often call at my office and talk over old times in Halifax. As
he grew old he appeared anxious about some of his relics and
one morning he brought this Parr minature with him and asked






Lieut.-General William Amherst.
(From the painting in the possession of Earl Amherst.)









Colonel Jno. Scott.

(From a miniature in the possession ofjthe late
Brandon Thomas, Esq.)
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WOLFE'S MEN AND NOVA SCOTIA.
By BECKLES WILLSON, Windsor, N. S.
Read before the N. S. Historical Society, 6th February, 1914.

In the year 1738 when that youthful ex-subaltern of the
King’s Own Horse, William Pitt, was angering the Walpole
ministry by his intrepid speeches in the House of Commons and
the preposterous taleof ‘“‘Jenkin's Ear’’ wasinciting England to
war against Spain, there dwelt in the Kentish village of Wester-
ham a family of the name of Wolfe. The head of this family,
Lieut. Col. Edward Wolfe, was then in his fifty-third year: he
had served with Marlborough and albeit a sterling soldier, the
long peace had cut off any chance of further promotion. His:
abundant leisure was spent in cultivating the society of his family
and neighbours. Occasionally he went over to Ireland to visit
certain of his friends and kindred who had emigrated thither dur-
ing the Cromwellian régime; or they came on visits to this Kent-
ish village of Westerham. Col. Wolfe's family consisted of his
wife, formerly a Miss Thompson of Long Marston in Yorkshire,
and two surviving sons, James and Edward. Although not
yet at this time twelve years old, the elder of the two had al-
ready decided to embrace a military career and was admired by
his schoolfellows for his spirit and love of manly sports. Four
miles away at Riverhead, lived a family named Amherst;
and here also were two sons, Jeffrey and William, destined
for the army, and both naturally on terms of great intimacy
with the Wolfes. Jeffrey had begun life as a page of the Duke
of Dorset, whose mansion of Knole House near by the Wolfes
used to visit. It was there they .frequently met a youthful
scion of the house, a collegian of Trinity College, Dublin,
George Sackville, who knew Ireland well, and for whom a com-
mission in the army had lately been purchased. This colloca-
tion of names is not without its significance, because the fortunes
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of James Wolfe became very intimately associated with those of
Jeffrey and William Amherst and Lord George Sackville, both
of whom were in turn associated with Nova Scotia and are to-
day commemorated on the map of our Province.

There is yet another name, John Lawrence, to whom Wolfe :

was indebted for his first instruction in reading, writing and

arithmetic; a graduate of Oxford, and one of the Lawrences of *

Hampshire. This Lawrence had been educated for the Church,
but for some reason or other had never accepted a charge;
but, having been promised by the local squire, John Warde, of
Squerryes Court a certain number of pupils, he married, moved
to Westerham and there set up a school. All traces of that
school have vanished, with the exception of the school-bell,
which I found last year in the possession of a lady in the ad-
joining town of Sevenoaks: the bell which summoned James
Wolfe and his brother Edward together with George Warde, the
future cavalry leader of his day, to their appointed lessons.
It was impossible but that Lawrence’s young pupils should hear
something of a young relative of their tutor, a Lieutenant
Charles Lawrence, then serving in Col. Montague's Regiment in
America and the West Indies. I have not been able to ascertain
the exact degree of relationship which existed between these
two; but Mr. Wright hazards the opinion that Charles Law-
rence was the Rev. John Lawrence’s youngei brother. At
any rate it is established that this John Lawrence was born at
Portsmouth, and that John was a family name with the Hamp-
shire Lawrences; the father of the future governor of Nova
Scotia was named John and a great uncle who was killed
in a sea-fight with the Dutch was also a John Lawrence.

More than a dozen years after he had left Mr. Lawrence’s
school, we find Wolfe writing to his friend Capt. William
Rickson, then stationed in Nova Scotia:

“Perhaps I am talking at random, but it is conformable
to the idea I have of this Colonel Lawrence, whose name
we often see in the papers. I suppose him to be amongst the
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first officers of the expedition, high-minded himself, and a
judge of it in others; his ready march to the enemy marks
the first, and his being the head of your undertaking gives
one an opinion of his judgment. If ‘tis to his advantage, I
desire you to let me have his character at full length.”

This relationship of Wolfe's tutor and his fiiends and com-
rades in arms to the events of Nova Scotia history extends in so
many directions, is so remarkable and has hitherto been so
little observed that I think you will comprehend why I have
chosen it as the subject of this paper to-night.

Young Wolfe, at the age of sixteen, was astonishing the
army in Flanders, by his precocity and indefatigable zeal.
On June27th, 1743, the French and British armies faced each
other on the field of Dettingen. It was Wolfe’s baptism of fire
and by a singular coincidence he also had as comrades in action
on that memorable day, who were also having their first taste
of bloody war, not only his friends, the Amhersts but Ensign
Robert Monckton and Lieutenant George Townshend, his first
and second brigadiers sixteen years later at Quebec. Amongst
his regimental intimates were also two brothers, with whose
family tha Wolfes, both in England and Ireland, had long been
acquainted, Guy and Thomas Carleton and the William Rick-
son already mentioned. These three, although by some years
his senior, recognized Wolfe’s genius and regarded the inspired
youth with devotion. They attached themselves to his for-
tunes and were, as will be seen in the sequel, repaid by his inter-
est whenever he had any opportunity of exerting it. Other men
came to join the circle as time went on, a little band which his-
tory may well denominate Wolfe’s men. There was, for in-
stance, in the 20th Regiment of Foot commanded by Col.
George Sackville to which Wolfe, (a Captain at seventeen and a
Major at nineteen) came to be transferred, a young subaltern,
John Parr, who became one of his own captains and ultimately
his successor in the Lieutenant Colonelcy to whom he addressed
many affectionate letters, and who died, Lieutenant-Governor
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of this Province, whose crowning fortress Wolfe's hand aided to
wrest from the French.

It was in 1749, that Major Wolfe, then aged 22 years,
joined Lord George Sackville’s Regiment, then actually com-
manded also by another old friend of his, Lieut. Col. Edward
Cornwallis.

In the Warde Collection of Wolfe letters to his parents
now temporarily deposited, at my suggestion, in the British
Museum, pending the minority of the present head of the Warde
family, there is one, dated the 25th of March, 1749, in which
Wolfe writes thus to his mother:

“Col. Cornwallis does certainly go to Nova Scotia (or New
Scotland) to be absent two years; all his share of duty will
fall upon me; six or seven campaigns and an age in Scotland!
I shall be sick of my office: the very bloom of life nipped in this
northern climate. I am determined” he adds, ‘‘to make some
use of my stay here, at least; two hours every day are given up
to application. In the morning I have a tutor to instruct me in
mathematics and in the afternoon another comes to assist me to
regain my lost Latin.”

Naturally the impending departure of Cornwallis for
Nova Scotia turned the eyes of all the officers of the Twentieth
Regiment to that country. All were curious to learn something
about it and the intentions of the Ministry in despatching him
on this mission. In the college at Glasgow were several books
and pamphlets relating to Nova Scotia, and from these Wolfe
would derive such knowledge of the geography and character-
istics of the country as were then available.

At this time, his friend, Rickson, was serving in Las-
celles’ regiment (the 47th Foot,* which afterwards distin-
guished itself at Halifax and Quebec) then stationed in Ireland.

*A,highly interesting and valuable document giving particulars of Las-
celles’ Regiment and the military expedition at the founding of Halifax is
in the possession of my friend Mr. J. B. Kenny.
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This young man was eight years Wolfe's senior, they had been
subalterns together in ‘“Duroure’s,”” and had fought in Flanders
together, once when Rickson was wounded at Fontenoy,
Wolfe wrote home to his parents informing them of that fact.
One gathers that a greater degree of intimacy existed between
Rickson and the future hero of Louisburg than even between

Wolfe and Carleton or Warde.

Capt. Richard Bulkeley was an Irishman, nine years Wolfe's
senior, born and reared in Dublin where Wolfe's uncle Walter
was a retired major about town. When Captain Wolfe was
fighting in Flanders and moving back and forth between that
country and England, Captain Bulkeley was a King's Messenger
bearing despatches to and from the seat of hostilities. Early
in 1749, Capt. Rickson and his fellow captain, Bulkeley were
both in Dublin and to the former and both were at Lucas’s
Hotel. To the former Wolfe wrote under date of April 2nd,
1749: -

“Cornwallis is preparing all things for Nova Scotia; his
absence will ever bother me; my stay must be ever-lasting;
and ‘thou knowest Hal, how I hate compulsion! 1'd rather be a
Major upon half-pay, by my soul! These are all new men to
me and many of them but of low mettle. Besides, I am by no
means ambitious of command when that command obliges me to
reside far from my own, surrounded either with flatterers or
spies and in a country not at all to my taste. Would to God
you had a company in this Regiment, that I might at least find
some comfort in your conversation. Cornwallis asks to have
Loftus with him. The Duke laughed at the request and refused
him."”

When this letter was penned from the headquarters of
the Twentieth Regiment at Glasgow young Wolfe feared that
his friend and Lieut. Colonel Cornwallis’s acceptance of the
post of Governor of Nova Scotia would mean that a new lieu-
tenant-colonel would be put over his head in the regiment.
“In this great demand for employment, Lord George (Sack-
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ville)’s interest, or even the Duke’s own, will hardly be suf-
ficent to keep out a new man.” A good deal, of course, de-
pended on whether Lieut. Col. Cornwallis remained in Nova
Scotia. Soon it appeared that Wolfe's fears for his promotion
were groundless; his friend Sackville was transferred to Ire-
land and a new Colonel-in-chief of the Twentieth in the per-
son of Lord Bury, son of Lord Albemarle, appeared on the
scene. On the hesls of this, and doubtless owing to Sackville’s
influence Wolfe, at the age of 23 was granted the much coveted
Lieut. Colonelcy. There was a general shake-up of the regi-
ment and it was not at all certain that some of the other cap-
tains and lieutenants would not join Cornwallis. Captain
Thomas Gray and Lieutenant Hinchelwood had already gone
out and a little later Rickson to whom Wolfe had written
“‘would to God you had a company in this regiment,’’ announced
that he, too, was off to Nova Scotia. Cornwallis had likewise
prevailed on Capt. Bulkeley to accompany him.

Thenceforth, Wolfe's interest in and knowledge of the
Acadian peninsula were greatly increased by the letters from
his friend Rickson. Wolfe's eye detected Rickson's merit;
unfortunately the young captain lacked influence and I be-
lieve, like many another officer, like the Carletons and Isaac
Barre, nearly everything that came to him he owed to Wolfe.
Seven years later, we find Wolfe interceding for a place in
Scotland for his friend. Otherwise Rickson’s two years in Nova
Scotia would hardly have been so barren, if indeed, we can call
barren the great service he rendered of avani-courier and gen-
- eral intelligencer to the hero of Louisbourg and Quebec. Rick-
son appears to have been disappointed in his expectations of
being in Cornwallis’s personal service, preference being given
to Mr. Cotterell.

Thus Wolfe wrote: ‘“The disappointment you speak of
affects me greatly, and the more, as I have been told that you
lived with Cornwallis, and, consequently, had some employ-
ment near him that must be creditable and profitable, which
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I imagined you filled with all the integrity, diligence, and
skill that I know you possessed of. I cannot otherwise account
for the preference given to Mr. Cotterell, than that there has
been an early promise, or some prevailing recommendations
from England that Cornwallis could not resist. - However,
if I was governor, methinks I should choose about my person
some experience and military ability, as requisite in the affairs
of a new colony, situated as yours is, as any branch of know-
ledge whatever.”

I have been unable to ascertain precisely the nature of
Rickson’s services in Nova Scotia, except that he was employed
with Lawrence at Forts Edward and Cumberland.

Wolfe, at this time was engaged in pushing forward other
friends. Thus on March 19, 1751, he writes Rickson, then
probably at Fort Edward:

“The young gentleman who delivers my letters has served
in the regiment with me. Want of precaution and not want of
honesty has obliged him to leave it. You'll learn his story from
Cornwallis. I desire you to countenance and assist him a little
and I hope you may not think any services that you may do
him thrown away.”

The name of this subaltern, was Porter. He had got
himself into an awkward scrape, in which a lady was concerned,
yet, we have Wolfe's own words, ‘‘he left his regiment with the
approbation of all his brethren and with the reputation of hon-
esty and upright behaviour.”

As a result of Wolfe’s intercession, Cornwallis found em-
ployment for Lieut. Porter, in Halifax and at a later period,
‘I find from the records that he is serving as Army Paymaster
in Cape Breton.

Another young officer whom Wolfe befriended at this time
was Lieutenant Scott, the son of an old friend and neighbour
of the Wolfe family. Wolfe and he had been schoolfellows at
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Greenwich, and although Scott was a sterling officer somehow
he did not rise. There is a letter of Wolfe's about him as early
as May 31st, 1750, showing how he had urged his promotion
upon the Duke of Cumberland, through his friend Jeffrey Am-
herst. Scott was induced to come to Nova Scotia; he became
accustomed to Indian warfare and when Wolfe came out in
‘68, was put by him in charge of a battalion of Rangers, and
Light Infantry. Scott, as we shall see, greatly distinguished
himself at Louisburg.

I must also mention another of Wolfe’'s men par excel-
lence, Alexander Murray, who was commanding at Fort Ed-
ward, now Windsor, in 1754, and who had since gone home to
England. There are several letters extant from Wolfe to
Murray. Wolfe stood godfather to Murray’s infant boy, who
was christened, James Wolfe, and became the ancestor of a
long line of Wolfe Murrays, culminating in the present Sir
James Wolfe Murray.

I am indebted to an unpublished paper by the late Dr.
Henry Youle Hind for some interesting particulars concern-
ing Murray. During his stay at Fort Edward he wrote numer-
ous letters from ‘“The Hill’’ as he termed the Fort, to his wife
in Halifax, which gave interesting particulars of the life there.
On July 31st, 1755, about a month before the Acadian Ex-
pulsion, he writes:

“I can say nothing of the people here; they are in as great
anxiety as I am about their fate; they are poor, unlucky,
obstinate, blind to their own interests and insensible of every
benefit bestowed on them by an indulgent government.”

After Louisbourg Murray was with Wolfe at Quebec, leav-
ing his wife and children at the former fortress. On the day
of the battle he despatched this brief letter to Mrs. Murray.
Its existence, as well as that of the longer description of the
same event a week later, was unknown to me when I published
my Life and Letters of Wolfe:



Lt=Col. Alexander Murray.
(From the oil painting in possession of Lieut.-General J. Wolfe Murray.)
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Field of Battle above or rather behind Quebec, Sept. 13th,
1759. ;

My Dear Wife:—This day we forced the landing above
Quebec. We got a shore by surprise as at Kennington Cove.
When we had been about two hours ashore, the French Regulars
and Canadians about 12,000 attacked us in a set battle, when we
beat them in about an hour. Our loss is great as poor Wolfe is
killed, Montcalm wounded, Coman, Pinkorne and Niven
wounded. [ escaped unhurt according to my usual good luck,
by the blessing of God. Adieu, my dear, believe me, always
truly yours always. A. Murray.

In his further letter Murray says that after Wolfe’s order
for general fire,

‘‘there was no restraining the men; the Grenadiers ran in
with their bayonets and a general rout ensued. Several of my
grenadiers’ bayonets were bent and their muzzles dipt in gore;
but so soon as the action was over there was no slaughter.
Never was there a greater victory. Our loss is great, as poor
General Wolfe was killed on the right with my people. I have
stolen this time to tell you this story from sleep, for I am now re-
gulating officer to Brigadier Murray as I was to Brigadier Whit-
more at Louisbourg.”

As commander of the 48th Murray later took part in the cap-
tute of Martinique by Rodney and died there on the 19th
March, 1762.

There is a letter extant from a Colonel Fraser, to Lieut-Col.
Murray about his promotion.  He tells him how he is “indebt-
ed particularly to honest Wolfe, whose warmth of heart makes
him as amiable as his bravery does respectable.” Notable in-
deed is the number of meritorious men whom Wolfe brought
into notice. There too was the famous Colonel Isaac Barré,
who subsequently acknowledged,—‘‘For want of friends I had
lingered a subaltern officer eleven years, when Mr. Wolfe's
opinion of me rescued me from that obsecurity.” There is
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(as Wright says) something very pathetic in the expression of
this political gladiator’s grateful remembrance of his “only
protector and friend,” his ‘‘zealous and sole advocate,” his
late General. ‘“‘All were swift to follow whom all loved.”

“You are happyin a governor,”” Wolfe writes to Rickson,*
“and he’ll be happy to have one near him that can be so ser-
viceable to him as you have it in your power to be. I daresay
you are on good terms together and mutual aid will confirm
your former friendship. He will require from you industry and
assiduity; and in return you may expect his confidence and
trust. Ilook upon his situation as requiring one of his very way
of thinking, before all things else; for to settle a new colony, jus-
tice, humanity and disinterestedness are the high requisites; the
rest follows from the excellent nature of our Government
which extends itself in full force to its remotest dependency.

“I am very anxious about the success of this undertak-
ing and do most sincerely wish that it may have a prosperous
issue. I think it is vastly worth your while to apply yourself to
business, you that are so well acquainted with it; and without
any compliment, I may venture to assert that Cornwallis has
few more capable to do him and the public considerable justice
than himself.”

“I beg you will tell me at large the condition of your affairs,
and what kind of order there is in your community; the notions
that prevail; the methods of administering justice; the dis-
tribution of lands, and their cultivation; the nations that com-
pose the colony, and who are the most numerous; if under mili-
tary government, how long that is to continue; and what sect
in religious affairs is the most prevailing. If ever you advise
upon this subject, remember to be moderate. 1 suppose the
Governor, has some sort of council, and should be glad to know
what it is composed of. The southern colonies will be con-
cerned in this settlement and have probably sent some able men
to assist you with their advice, and with a proper plan of ad-
ministration. Tell me likewise what climate you live in, and

*QOct. 1750.
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what soil you have to do with; whether the country is mount-
tainous and woody, or plain; if well watered.”

A little later he writes to Rickson:

“T hope to hear in your next letter that (Halifax) it is con-
siderably improved instrength. You gentlemen, too with your
parapet three or four feet thick that a heavy shower would dis-
solve. You ought to increase it, and put yourselves into a

.state of security. You appear to be the barrier and bulwark
of our settlements on the land and should be lodged in a suffi-
cient fortrees and with an eye to enterprise. I understand by
your account that the post you occupy is at a very small distance
from the end of the bay; and should be glad to know how far
that is from the nearest part of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, or
from what in the map appears to be a lake, or harbour communi-
cating with that gulf.

“I rejoice much that you commanded that detachment with
which your Lieutenant-Colonel (Lawrence) marched; the
Indians might have had courage, in that case you would have
overcome them in battle under the eye of your chlef as it was,
he says, you well disposed to fight.”

He also tells Rickson that his interest in Nova Scotia was
such that he actually sat in the gallery of the House of Commons
while the debate on Nova Scotian affairs was on.

“Great sums of money were proposed for you, and granted
readily enough, but nothing said of any increase of troops.
Mr. Pelham spoke very faintly upon the subject; wished
gentlemen would well weigh the importance of these undertak-
ings before they offered them for public approbation and seemed
to intimate that it might probably produce a quarrel with our
everlasting and irreconcilable adversary.

“This I took to be a bad prognostic; a minister cool in
so great an affair, it is enough to freeze up the whole! But per-
haps there might be a concealed manoeuvre under these ap-
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pearances, at, in case of accidents, ‘l am not to blame,’ ‘I was
forced to carry it on,’ and so forth; in the meantime I hope they
are vigorous in supporting our claims. The country is in all
shapes better than we imagined it, and the climate less severe;
the extent of our territory, perhaps won't take a vast deal
of time to clear; the woods you speak of are, I suppose, to the
west of Sheganecto, and within the limits that the French
ascribe for themselves and usurp.

“Yours is now the direct as well as the most insignificant
and unpleasant branch of military operations; no room for
courage and skill to exert itself, no hope of ending it by a de-
cisive blow, and a perpetual danger of assassination; these
circumstances discourage the firmest minds. Brave men, when
they see the least room for conquest, think it easy, and generally
make it so but they grow impatient with perpetual disadvan-
tages. I should imagine that two or three independent High-
land companies might be of use; they are hardy, intrepid,
accustomed to a rough country.”

Here again is suggested an important issue, one which has
its bearing, not only on the capture of Louisbourg and Quebec,
but on the Highland settlement of this Province of 1773.

Wolfe during his years of service in Scotland had been struck
by the possible advantage of employing the fine fighting
qualities of the Highlanders in behalf of, instead of against
their actual sovereign. Hitherto, the idea seems never to have
occurred to any one at the War Office as practicable. *In May,
1756, as we know, a plan for conducting the war in America
was submitted to the Commander in Chief, theDuke of Cumber-
land. It showed the feasibility of raising two battalions in the
Highlands for American service, provided that grants of land at
the close of the war were made. The paper, which was anony-
mous, was sent to Pitt, the bearer thereof being the Earl of Albe-
marle. Now, this Earl of Albemarle was none other than Lord
Bury, Colonel of the Twentieth Regiment, of which James
Wolfe was the actual Commander! It is not to be supposed
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that the plz;n was Bury's because everything he knew of the
Highlanders and their disposition and qualities he derived from
his second in command. During the whole period that the
Twentieth was quartered in the North, Bury paid it but two
brief visits. On the 81st January, 1751, he writes:—

“My Colonel (Lord Bury)and I have every exact correspond-
ence. He is extremely bent upon procuring all the knowledge
of regimental affairs that the distance between us will allow of,
in order, I suppose, to make such alterations and amendments
as seem requisite, and to be the better prepared against he
comes amongst us. [ answer his letters very punctually and
endeavour all in my power to satisfy him in such particulars as
are properly within my sphere; confining however my judg-
ment of men and things to what is purely military and belonging
to my office. He can give you weekly intelligence as far as the
assurance of a letter can go, whenever you are so good as to
make inquiry after me.”

I came to the settled conviction therefore, some years ago,
that the scheme was Wolfe’s, that he had transmitted it to his
Colonel, who showed it first to Cumberland and afterwards to
the Prime Minister. Pitt’s eye saw its merit at a glance and in
the words of Sir Walter Scott appended in a Note to Redgaunlet:

““The Highland Regiments were first employed by the
celebrated Earl of Chatham, who assumed to himself no small
degree of praise for having called forth to the support of the
country and the Government the valour which had been too
often directed against both.”

Moreover, in my opinion, it was this very paper of Wolfe
which first directed the attention of the great Minister to the
rising young. soldier, the Lieut. Colonel of the Twentieth, and
resulted shortly afterwards in the appointment to serve in the
Rochefort expedition, the precursor of Louisburg and Quebec.
Be this as it may, we know that amongst the martial Highland-
ers who founded Pictou were many of the men who had compos-
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ed these Highland battalions, while here and there was a Fraser
or a Cameron or a MacDonald who had actually served with
Wolfe at Louisburg or Quebec ‘ot against him at Falkirk and
Culloden.*

Years passed on: Wolfe had been serving with his regi-
ment in Scotland, at Dover, at Exeter. He had gone to Paris
to perfect his French, been presented to Madame de Pompador:
Cornwallis and Rickson had returned from Nova Scotia.
The Rochefort episode had shown Wolfe's mettle and now, at
last, in the early spring of 1785, he and his friend Amherst had
been sent out by Pitt to capture Louisbourg. He had asked for
Guy Carleton; but the King had refused; but he had got
Thomas Carleton and Murray and Scott and Barré and a new
man, named Des Barres to serve with him.

On Des Barresa paper has already been read by Canon Ver-
non before this Society. It will suffice to state that Joseph Fred-
erick Wallet DesBarres was born at Paris of Hugenot parentsin
1722. 1In 1758 he was present at the second siege of Louisburg,
when he so distinguished himself by his bravery and engineering
skill that General Wolfe made special mention of him to the
King, as a result of which signal honor he was ordered to ac-
company that general as engineer on the famous expedition
against Quebec. When Wolfe received his death wound upon
the heights of Abraham, Des Barres is said to have been just
reporting to him an order he had executed. He continued to
serve in Canada for two succeeding years, and in 1761 went to
Nova Scotia to prepare plans and estimates for fortifying the
harbor of Halifax.  Des Barnles in 1784 became Governor of
the Island of Cape Breton. 3+~ :

It will now be seen how it was that Brigadier General Wolfe
when he stepped ashore from the Princess Amelia at Halifax
on the 9th of May 1758 had a pretty exact idea of the fort and

*From Halifax May 12th 1758, Wolfe wrote to Sackville: “The High-
landers are very useful, serviceable soldiery, and commanded by the most
manly corps of officers I ever saw.”
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settlement which his friend and comrade-in-arms, Cornwallis,
had founded nine years before.

Amongst the young officers whom he may have encountered
on shore was Captain John Knox of the 43rd Regiment, who has
left us a description of the town as it then was:

“The town of Halifax is large: the streets (which are not
paved) are tolerably regular, and of a good breadth; but their
houses, upon a nearer view are mean, and do not display any
great knowledge of architecture, much less of traffic, in those
who erected them; which in general, together with a capacious
church, are of wood, and covered with the same.

“This edifice is remarkable for two particulars: in the first
place, it is the only English church, chapel, or house, dedicated
to Divine worship throughout this whole province; and, in the
next, it differs in situation from churches in general, standing
due North and South.

““The gardens (Knox goes on to say) and the country are now
in great beauty; if an European was to visit us at this season,
who had never wintered in America, it would be almost impos-
sible to persuade him to credit the extreme length and severity
of our winters, and he would be inclined to think all he had
heard and read of this climate was fabulous; it is really aston-
ishing to behold the length of our grass, and the forwardness of
the fruit-trees, as well as of vegetation in general, in the short
space of a very few days.”

It was perhaps in the officers’ quarters in Hollis Street the
site of which has been marked by an Historical Society tablet
that Wolfe sat down two days later and wrote a long letter to
his friend Sackville.

“We found’’ he writes ‘“Amherst’s Regiment in the harbour
in fine order and healthy. Fraser's and Brigadier Lawrenge’s
battalions were here and both in good condition.” Although
he praised the Highlanders, Wolfe does not appear to have
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been impressed by the American Rangers. ‘‘About 500
Rangers are come, which to appearance are little better than
canaille.”

However, it was soon arranged that his friend Scott was
to be put in charge of a joint body of Light Foot and Rangers
and Wolfe was more content. This body ultimately became a
battalion of that Royal American Regiment upon whom
Wolfe himself conferred the motto ‘‘Celer et Audax.”

How did Wolfe spend the next fortnight of his sojourn in
Halifax before the squadron sailed for Cape Breton? He cer-
tainly wrote a great many letters and he passed a great deal of
time in examining the condition and discipline of the troops.
The state of things that met his eye was distressing enough to a
man whose standards were as high as Wolfe's. He wrote
Sackville that he found some of the regiments had three or four
hundred men eaten up with scurvy.

““There is not an ounce of fresh beef or mutton contracted for
even for the sick and wounded, which besides the inhumanity
is both impolitic and absurd. Mr. Boscawen indeed, has taken
the best precautions in his power by ordering 600 head of live
cattle for the fleet and army the moment he arrived.”” Then
he goes on to say, ‘“The curious part of this barbarity is that
the scoundrels of contractors can afford the fresh meat in
many places and circumstances as cheap as salt. I think our
stock for the siege full little and none of the medicines for them
arrived. No horses or oxen for the artillery, et cetera.”

I should not be surprised if Wolfe's criticisms were
hardly taken in good part by Mr. Joshua Mauger and others!

One or two other passages in this recently-discovered letter
deserve quoting:

“Too much money and too much rum necessarily affect the
discipline of an army. We have glaring evidence of their ill
consequence every moment. Sergeants drunk upon duty, two
sentries upon their posts and the rest wallowing in the dirt.”
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Wolfe saw instantly that warfare in Nova Scotia, as
on the African veldt, a century and a half later was a
different thing from warfare in Europe. He told Sackville
(May 24, 1758) that,

“Our clothes, our arms, our accoutrements, nay, even our
shoes and stockings are all improper for this country.” Then
he adds, ‘‘Lord Howe is so well convinced of it that he has taken
away all the men’s breeches.”

Exactly what he meant by this I am at a loss to determine.
Either it was a particularly warm spring in Halifax or he wished
to assimilate the outward aspect of all his troops to the rough
rugged and unbreeched Highlanders!

It was during this stay in Halifax that Wolfe probably
gave that famous dinner to his friends at the Great Pontac
Hotel, at which the rzckoning for wine has somewhat astonished
subsequent and less seasoned companies. We can picture in
our mind’s eye, that martial gathering, and the tall, youthful,
keen-eyed, redhaired Brigadier, their host. You must live
with James Wolfe, so to speak, for years before you get a proper
idea of the outward man. You must dismiss from your mind
most of the portraits, perhaps all of the portraits you are fami-
liar with. There is in Mr. McCord’s collection in Montreal an
unpretentious, faint little water-colour sketch, perhaps by
George Townshend. It shows, as none of the others do, ex-
cept perhaps the Schaak profile, just what kind of face Wolfe
was endowed with and just what kind of dauntless, shrewd,
half-humorous spirit animated it. His physiognomy was
something like his second cousin Oliver Goldsmith’s, but it was
lit up by a flashing blue eye; and whereas the author of
“The Deserted Village'’ was short and squat in figure Wolfe
was very tall and wiry, with a long neck and somewhat sloping
shoulders.

In the dining room of the great Pontac Hotel, at the board

would be seated Lawrence, the relation of his old tutor John
2
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Lawrence, of Westerham; Monckton, full of his adventures
amongst the French and Indians at Annapolis and Fort Cum-
berland, Alexander Murray, young Lord Dundonald, and
Lieutenant Des Barres. Jeffrey Amherst did not arrive in the
“Dublin”’ until the 28th of May; and then it was that the
whole fleet with 12,000 men set sail for Louisbourg.

1 do not propose to deal with this memorable siege, except
to point out one really serious misconception affecting some of
those who have written on the subject. One thing emerges
as clear as daylight—the lion’s share of that business fell to
Wolfe and the chief honour was accorded him, too, by the
public on his return to England.

It is commonly stated that the spot at which Wolfe landed
was within Coromandiére or Kennington Cove, when of course
the attempt to land within the Cove was repulsed, the landfall
taking place just round the point marking the eastern extremity
of Col. St. Julien's battery.

With regard to this landing it is stated by Parkman, (whom
I quote because he is the authority perhaps most widely con-
sulted,) that the English landing party at Kennington Cove
were allowed to come within close range unmolested. ‘““Then the
batteries opened and a deadly storm of grape and musketry
was poured upon the boats. It was clear in an instant that to
advance further would be destruction, and Wolfe waved his
hand as a signal to sheer off. Whereupon ‘two subalterns in
charge of three other boats to the right, mistaking the signal,
or wilfully misinterpreting it, made directly for the shore be-
fore them.” g

Now Knox received a detailed description from a fellow
officer at Louisbourg which runs thus:

The weather continued obstinate until the morning of the
eighth, when we were again ordered. into the boats, the swell
being abated, and the wind more moderate; the frigates at



Sir Jeffrey Amherst, Commander-in=Chief of H. M. Forces in North
America, 1758 to 1764. Born 1717, died 1797.

(From a mezzotint by J. Watson, from King Louis Philippe’s collection, after
the portrait by Reynolds.)
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the same time edged in shore, to attack the enemy’s in-
trenchments, and to cover the landing. After the ships had
been some time engaged, a signal was made for the troops to
put off, and they rowed up and down, making feints, as if
intending to land in different places, and thereby divert the
enemy’s attention from any one particular part of their
coast: this in a great measure answered our wishes, and Briga-
dier Wolfe (whose flag-staff was broke by a swivel shot)
pushed ashore, with his detachment, under a furious fire, and
landed upon the left of the enemy’s works, then briskly
engaged, and routed them; the remainder of the army followed
the example without loss of time, landing almost up to their
waists in water. The ardour of the troops, in this enterprise,
is not to be conceived nor parallelled; many boats were
destroyed, and several brave fellows drowned; yet our whole
loss at landing, I am well assured, did not exceed one hun-
dred and ten men of all ranks, killed, wounded, and drowned.
The enemy fled with great precipitation, and Brigadier Wolfe
pursued them almost to the gates of the town with the light
infantry, rangers, Fraser’s Highlanders, and the grenadiers
of the 1st, 15th, 17th, and 22nd regiments.

Again, I cannot understand why the account given by Pichon
is not more implicitly credited by those who would seek to rob
Wolfe of the credit for the landing.

Le Major Scott fit dans cette occasion une des plus belles
actions qu’ on puisse faire. Le Géneral Wolfe, qui etait oc-
cupé du soin de faire rembarquer les troupes, et d’éloigner les
batteaux, lus fit signe de gagner les rochers ou I’ on avait envoy,
déja cent hommes. Ce Major marche aussitdt avec les
troupes quil commandait; mais sa chaloupe était arrivé la
premiére, et s'étant écrasé dans le moment quil met pied a terre,
il grimpa les rochers tout seul. Il espérait trouver les cent
hommes qui I' avaient précédés aux prises avec les ndtres; mais
n’en ayant trouvé que dix, il ne laissa pas, avec un si petit
nombre, de gagner le haut rocher.
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Certainly, it was considered in the army that the honours of
Louisbourg were with Wolfe and that view was echoed in mili-
tary circles in England, Knox puts it in this fashion:

Mr. Ambherst has displayed the General in all his proceed-
ings, and our four Brigadiers are justly intitled to great praise:
Mr. Wolfe being the youngest in rank, the most active part of
the service fell to his lot; he is an excellent Officer, of great val-
our, which has conspicuously appeared in the whole course of
this undertaking. The troops behaved as British troops should
do, and have undergone the fatigues of this conquest cheerfully
and with great steadiness; the light infantry, who are incon-
ceivably useful, did honour to themselves and to that General
who first saw the necessity of forming these corps.”

Knox relates how one day a sloop ariived from Boston,
and, as soon as she came near to the wharf, the troops and
town’s people eagerly ran down to inquire for news; every soul
was now impatient, yet shy of asking; at length the vessel being
come near enough to bespoken to Knox called out—**What news
from Louisbourg? to which the master simply replied, and with
some gravity, ‘‘Nothing strange.”” This answer, which was so
coldly delivered threw us all into great consternation, and we
looked at each other without being able to speak; some of us
even turned away, with an intent to return to the fort. At
length one of our soldiers, not yet satisfied, called out with some
warmth—*"'Damn you, Pumkin,—is not Louisbourg taken yet?
The poor New-England man then answered—*‘taken! ay,
above a month ago, and I have been there since: but, if you
have never heard it before, I have got a good parcel of letters for
you now.”—If our apprehensions were great at first, words are
insufficient to express our transports of joy at this speech,
the latter part of which we hardly waited for; but instantly all
hats flew off, and we made the neighboring woods resound with
our cheers and hazzas, for almost half an hour. The Master of
the sloop was amazed beyond expression, and declared he
thought we had heard of the success of our arms to the eastward
before, and had sought to banter him.







Entry in Wolfe’s"Journal, made at Louisbourg, 13th—23rd May, 1759
(In Captain Bell’s handwriting. Now in possession of F. T. Sabin, Esq.)
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In the following year, Wolfe came back to Halifax and
to Louisbourg. There is a great deal of interesting data con-
cerning his sojourn which might well be given, but to do so
would swell this paper beyond its assigned proportions.

I often think of that tall figure wandering about in the
Cape Breton swamp ‘‘gathering strawberries and other wild
fruits,”” with one of which he has stained a letter to his mother—
perhaps has enclosed a leaf as a proof of the fertility of the
region.

The frigate Sutherland bearing the body of the dead con-
queror of Quebec passed north of Louisbourg, on its way to
England in October, 1759.

In 1775, when the American Revolution broke out, Wolfe
had been fifteen years in his grave. The spirit with which
he had animated the Army had slumbered during the long
North régime and the professional ability of the officers had
sunk to the low level of the Howes, Gages and Burgoyne.

It was then that Wolfe's friend Guy Carleton whose employ-
ment he had forced on the government was chosen to hold Quebec
for the Empire. It was Carleton who first maintained and
protected and afterwards despatched the Loyalists from New
York who came to Nova Scotia after the war. When they land-
ed here they were received by another old friend Col. John
Parr of the XXth regiment, then Governor of this Province.

Of Guy Carleton and his brother Thomas it may be said
that  they were, par excellence, Wolfe's men: and while the
former’s direct personal connection with Nova Scotia was
slight, yet a perusal of his official correspondence with Parr,
when the latter shared the Governorship of the original Prov-
ince with Thomas Carleton, evinces the debt which Nova
Scotia owes to Lord Dorchester; nor is it always now remem-
bered that Dorchester’s official title designated him Gover-
nor of Nova Scotia. '
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Thomas Carleton and Parr were old friends. The former’s
first letter to Lord Sydney, Secretary of State, on his arrival
at Halifax, after 58 days passage, dated October 30th, 1784,
describes his cordial reception by Parr. What reminiscences
of Wolfe they must have indulged in! Parr had just written to
Sir Guy Carleton that he had named one of the townships
Carleton in honour of him and a little later came another, Guys-
borough in honour of Sir Guy. And Thomas Carleton, with
little knowledge as y=t of the bickerings and jealousies in store
for him, also had rejoiced that the chief town of his Governor-
ship should have been christened Parr Town and that another
was Parrsboro. If by this time the third Lieutenant Governor,
Colonel Des Barres had arrived in Halifax — he whom Wolfe
had introduced into the army, perhaps over the walnuts and the
wine the trio could recall the additional surprising fact that
both the Secretaries of State under whose orders they now
acted were Wolfe's particular friends and cronies, for Lord
Shelburne was none other than that “Fitz" (Fitzmaurice)
referred to by Wolfe in his letters, who afterwards nobly inter-
ceded with the War Office on behalf of Wolfe's mother in her ap-
plication for her son's pay; while Lord Sydney, the Colonial
Secretary, was that youthful Tommy Townshend who came to
Wolfe to ask his advice about entering the army. Think of it—
the son of a powerful peer and the nephew of a Minister coming
to a simple Lieutenant Colonel of twenty-nine humbly to en-
quire how he should succeed in his profession! And Wolfe
wrote him a letter which deserves to berzad by every young
British officer today, after more than a century and a half of
military doctrine and discipline.

Is it nothing to us today that the towns of Sydney and Shel-
burne, commemorate those two young friends of Wolfe on the
map? But unless we can induce the good citizens of Wolfville
to alter the spelling of their town James Wolfe himself is, I
believe, wholly without eponymous honour in this Province.

It went a good deal against Parr’s inclinations to sink his
Governorship in a Lieutenant Governorship. On June 6th,




Thomas Carleton,
Governsi of New Brunswick, 1784-1803.

(From a miniature in the possession of Lord
Pembroke.)
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1786, we find him writing to Lord Sydney ‘‘as a friend,” ex-
pressing his humiliation and asking for some mark of the King’s
favour to raise him in the eyes of the people ‘‘of the world.”
Parr had a hard time of it with the Halifax clique of those days,
and it needed all his strength of character to endure and com-
bat it. He, himself wrote, (May 5th 1788) with a wealth of
vituperation:

“l am surrounded by a number of fanatical, diabolical,
unprincipled, expecting, disappointed, deceitful, lying scoun-
drels, who exist upon Party of their own creating, eternally
finding fault with and complaining against their superiors
in office.”” Happily, he was able to add, ‘‘We have some
worthy, deserving characters, to them I pay every attention.”
Bulkeley and Finucane were among these.

Parr died in harness, as Lawrence and Finucane had done,
on November 25th, 1791, and lies buried here in St. Paul’s
church.

With a touch almost of melodrama, it so chanced that
when Parr died, Wolfe’s and Cornwallis’s old regiment, the
Twentieth, which he also had commanded, —the regiment that
had sent several of its officers out in the budding time of
the colony, wasstationed at Halifax Citadel. It attended his
funeral and fired a volley beside his grave.*

Parr’s descendants still cherish the memory of Wolfe and
the precious letters which the hero of Louisbourg addressed
to their ancestor. The head of the family today is Major
Clements Parr, late of the Oxfordshire Light Infantry.

To Nova Scotians it must gurely appear a notable thing
that Wolfe and the young men upon whom he exerted the
most direct personal influence should play so prominent a

*One of Parr’s daughters married Capt. Dobson of the 20th. She after-
;wards married Hon. Alexander Brymer, formerly paymaster of the Halifax
orces.









The Hon. Jonathan Belcher,
Born 1710, Died 1776.
First Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, 1754-1776.
(After a painting by J. S. Copley.)




CHIEF JUSTICE BELCHER. 25

JONATHAN BELCHER,
First Chief Justice of Nova Scotia,
Born July 1710—Died March 29, 1776.

By the HON. SIR CHARLES J. TOWNSHEND, Chief Justice of
Neva Scotia.

Read March, 1914.

The times in which Chief Justice Belcher lived and did his
work, were stirring ones, covering as they did the fiercest
combat waged by England to drive the French from North
America, the expulsion of the Acadians, and the wars of the
American Revolution or rebellion. In all these momentous
events, Halifax, owing to its geographical position, was largely
involved. -The great naval and military armaments formed for
the conquest of Louisbourg and Quebec were for weeks.anchored
in the Harbour. Wolfe, the great Commander, and other dis-
tinguished officers, resided in the Town, and must have been
well known to Belcher. Winslow, Monckton and Lawrence
were his every day associates. With these and others, from his
position as President of the Council, he must have participated
in the measures for carrying out such great undertakings.
Over a century and a half has passed since the Honorable Ed-
ward Cornwallis with some three thousand intending settlers
entered Chebucto Harbour, and founded the City of Halifax.
The shores must, at that time, have been clothed with virgin
forest to the waters edge. The first great work before them
was to cut out of, the primeval wilderness places whereon to build
their habitations, and forts to protect themselves against the
hostile Indians who infested the surrounding country.

Under instructions contained in the Royal Commission to
him as first Governor, many and important duties necessary
to the wellfare and good government of the Colony were
specified. One of the most urgent was the establishment of
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Courts of Justice for the preservation of peace and good order
in the community. Accordingly, shoitly after his Council
were sworn into office, an ordinance was passed constituting
the Council a General Court for the trial of all cases civil,
and criminal. Soon afterwards the so-called County Courts
and Inferior Courts of Common Pleas were called into being,
and these Courts, composed principally of laymen, represented
the Judicial system of the province for the first five years
after the settlement at Halifax. By that time it was realized
that a better, more efficient, and learned Court of Justice was
necessary. The Governor and Council had their time fully
occupied with other serious and pressing matters requiring
their undivided attention; such as the hostility and encroach-
ments of the French then in possession of Louisbourg and
Quebec, and parts of what is now New Brunswick; the ever
present danger of the savage Indians, and the unsatisfactory
position of the French Acadians. It is probable also that as
conditions became more settled, difficulties and disputes
between .the inhabitants became more frequent and more
intricate, and they found themselves incompetent, and unable
to adjust their rights and differences. All these considera-
tions, no doubt, were thé moving causes which led them in
the interests of the Colony to take measures for the establish-
ment of a Supreme Court.

The Imperial Government which made all Judicial ap-
pointments at that time, made a happy choice in the selection
of Jonathan Belcher, Esq., of Boston, Massachusetts, to be the
first Chief Justice of the Province of Nova Scotia. Massachu-
setts was then, it will be remembered, a Colony of the Brit-
tish Empire, and Belcher of course a British subject.

As in the case of so many of our illustrious forefathers,
the material for a biographical sketch of this great Judge
and Administrator are scanty. Newspapers, in which his
acts and proceedings might have been chronicled from day
to day, were non-existent at that period of our history.
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By searching the public records and consulting the archives
of the Province, a fair, although far from complete, idea may
be formed of the character and work of this distinguished man,
who played such a prominent part in the early history of
Nova Scotia.

Fortunately in his case a complete record of his family,
his parentage, and descendents exist. He was appointed
Chief Justice of Nova Scotia in 1764, and arrived in Halifax
in the early part of October of that year. He was then
forty-five years of age, in the prime of life, with about twenty
years' experience at the Bar. Immediately after his arrival
he was made a Member of Council as all the Chief Justices
were until the era of Responsible Government. Jonathan
Belcher came of quite a distinguished family in Colonial
annals. From the New England Historical and Genealogi-
cal Register, Vol. 60, published in 1906, I take the follow-
ing account of his family history.

‘Andrew Belcher born about 1615, was son of Thomas
Belcher, of London, and grandson of Robert Belcher Weaver
of Kingsroad, Wiltshire, England. He first appears in New
England in 1659 and settled in Cambridge. Although there
was: but one malz who married in each generation of his de-
scendents, this family attained great distinction. His son
Andrew Belcher was a Royal Councillor, and the greatest
merchant of his day in New England. His grandson, Jonathan -
Belcher, was Royal Governor of Massachusetts; and also of New
Jersey. His great grandson, Jonathan Belcher, was Chief Justice
and Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, and his great-great
grandson, Andiew Belcher, was a Royal Councillor of Nova
Scotia, whose children settled in England, of whom a son, Sir
Edward Belcher, K. C. B. was a distinguished naval officer,
attaining the rank of Rear Admiral in the British Navy. A
few of his descendents remain in England, but the name is ex-
tinct in the United States. In a previous Vol. 27, p. 242, will
be found some further particulars which are of interest. ‘‘He
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was the second son of the Governor, bornin 1711. Studied
law and was one of the early settlers of Chebucto, now Halifax.
. Eliot says of him, ‘“He was a man of excellent habits, prudent,
upright, and of great political integrity. His prejudices were
much in favor of New England.” !

He married April 8, 1756, at Kings Chapel, Boston, Abigail,
daughter of Jeremiah Allen. Their children all born at Hal-
ifax, were Jonathan, and Albert who died in infancy. Mary
who married Dr. Thomas Lindell Jennison, Abigail, Jona-
than and William, who died in Childhood, and Andrew, born
July 22nd, 1763. He died March 29, 1776, and was fortunate-
ly spared the necessity of choosing between his native country,
and that of his adoption. Andrew Belcher the only repre-
sentative of the male line was a member of the Council of Nova
Scotia. Sir Edward Belcher, K. C. B. Rear Admiral, R. N., was
his son, a well known naval officer whose services in every quar-
ter of the woild will be found recorded in Journalsof the time.”

Andrew Belcher son of the Chief Justice and father of the
distinguished Admiral had teveral sons and daughters. One of
the daughters married a former well-known clergyman of this
city, the Rev. Wm. Cogswell, Curate of St. Paul’s, and on
his death married Major John Claridge Burmester, also well
known here, and no doubt there are pertons now living who
were well acquainted with both of them. ‘Andrew Belcher’s eld-
est son Alexander Brymner had two sons and several daughters.
The eldest son became a clergyman, The Rev. Brymner Bel-
cher, and of his family the Rev. Gilbert Edward Belcher,
Rector of Chaldon, Surrey, England, is the eldest male re-
presentative of the Chief Justice now living. We have thus a
a complete record of his family history extending back to
Andrew Belcher, the first of the name who settled in New Eng-
land about 1652, covering seven generations in the male line, a
fact in itself noteworthy. :

-

These particulars 1 have given in some detail to correct a

misapprehension which exists in some quarters that families
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of the same name living in the province are descendangts or
connections of the Chief Justice.

This is an obvious mistake as pointed out by Eaton in;
his history of Kings County p. 560, in which he gives the lineage
of the Belchers residing there and says, ‘““The Hon. Jonathan
Belcher of Halifax, Lieutenant Governor, and Chief Justice,
was a descendent of Andrew Belcher of Boston, whose grand-
father Robart Belcher was of Kingsroad, Wiltshire, England,
and between the two families there is no known connection.”

We get some additional information as to the early career
' of the Chief Justice from a note in Mr. Akins’ valuable col
lection of the Nova Scotia Archives, in which he says, ‘“He
graduated at Harvard, Cambridge, and was educated for the
profession of the law. He afterwards went to England to com-
plete his studies, where he became a member of the Society
of the Middle Temple.”

From these references we gain some notion of the training,
and character of the man destined to be such a worthy builder
of the fortunes of Nova Scotia. His birth, his education, and
his abilities were well calculated, as we shall presently see, to
serve the Province in the formation of its institutions. Let
us for a few moments take a brief survey of the situation at the
time he was appointed. At the date of his coming to our shores
Cornwallis had resigned, and departed. Governor Hopson had
succeeded him, but was then absent and never returned. '

Lieut. Governor Charles Lawrence was in charge, and about
the same time was made Governor, a position which he filled
with eminent ability until 1760, when he died. Lawrence
was a strong and energetic man, and apt to impose his will
on those who sat at the Council board. It was not long before
Belcher came into collision with him; and carried his point
with the Imperial Authorities. Apart from this he must have
been, indeed it is known by the records he was, of invaluable
assistance, and support to the Governor. These were perilous
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times for the comparatively few English settlers in the Province.
The great struggle for mastery in America was then brewing,
and shortly afterwards broke out between the English and the
French, and Halifax was a danger point, giving great cause
of anxiety to those entrusted with its government. Lawrence
was constantly engaged with military matters for the protection
of the Province, and it must have been a great satisfaction,
and relief to him to have had in the Council, such an able
adviser in the general affairs of the country.

Halifax, on his arrival in 1754, must have been a rough
and unattractive place. The bulk of the inhabitants were
uncultivated and illiterate, composed as they were of dis-
charged sailors, soldiers, and artisans with a sprinkling of
officers and others of a higher grade socially. There could
have been no substantial public buildings, and from all accounts
of the time the houses were little better than shanties for
temporary protection from the weather. To an educated man,
from the city of Boston, it must have been a depressing scene,
and we can but admire his courage in devoting himself to the
work.*

It is now time to record the ceremonies which took place
at the inauguration of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia with
Chief Justice Belcher assuming his office. A description of
the interesting, and dignified proceedings on that occasion
has been frequently given, it seems appropriate to a sketch
of Belcher's life to include all that took place, which I have ex-
tracted from Vol. 2 p. 250 of Murdoch’s History of Nova Scotia.

“On Monday, 14th October, Jonathan Belcher, the newly
appointed Chief Justice of the Province, was (by H. M. Manda-
mus) sworn in as a member of the Council, after which the
Council adjourned to the Court House, where, after proclama-
tion made for silence, the King’s Commission, appointing Char-

*Since writing the foregoing a letter has been placed in my hands which
shows that Belcher did not come to Nova Scotia direct from Boston, but
was practicing as a barrister in Ireland.
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fes Lawrence, Lieutenant Governor, was read in public. He
was sworn in, and took the chair. The Council addressed
him in congratulation, and he made a suitable reply. A com-
mission by letters patent for the Chief Justice was prepared,
and on the 21st October (Monday), it was read in Council,
and the Chief Justice took the usual oaths and oath of office.
On the first day of Michalmas term, Chief Justice Belcher
walked in procession from the Governor’s house to the Pontac,
a tavern. He was accompanied by the Lieutenant Governor,
Lawrence, the member of the Council, and the gentlemen of
of the Bar in their robes. They.were preceeded by the pro-
vost marshal, the Judge's tipstaff, and other civil officers.
At the long room of the Pontac, an elegant breakfast was
provided. The Chief Justice in his scarlet robe was there
received and complimented in the politest manner by a great
number of gentlemen and ladies and officers of the Army.
Breakfast being over, they proceeded, with the commission
carried before them, to the church (St. Paul’s), where the
Rev. Mr. Breynton preached from this text: ‘I am one of
those that are peaceable and faithful in Israel.”” A suitable
anthem was sung. After this they proceeded to the Court
House, handsomely fitted up for the occasion. The Chief
Justice took his seat under a canopy, with the Lieutenant
Governor on his right hand. The clerk of the Crown then pre-
sented the commission to Mr. Belcher, which he returned. Pro-
clamation for silence was made. Belcher gave soma directions
for the conduct of practitioners. The Grand Jury were sworn,
and the,Chief Justice delivered his charge to them. After this
the Court adjourned, and his Honour the Chief Justice, ac-
companied and attended as before, went back to the Governor’s
house. Such was the first opening of the Supreme Court of
Nova Scotia.

A few days aftar the Chief Justice went up in his robes of
office, attended by the Bar, the Grand Jury, and officers
of his court, and addressed the Lieutenant Governor in his own
and their names, congratulating him on his appointment, to
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which he replied, assuring them of his support of the law, which
he said was ‘‘the firm and solid basis of civil society, the guard-
ian of liberty, the protector of the innocent, the terror of the
guiity, and the scourge of the wicked."”

The display of pomp and ceremony on this important oc-
casion reveals the high sense he had of the power and dignity
of the office of Chief Justice, and his determination at the out-
set to impress on the public feelings of respect, and reverence.

He presided in that Court for a term of twenty-two years,
and from the few notes which have come down to us, proved
himself to be an able, vigorous, and learned judge. Not a
vestige of any of his decisions remains. There is a note of a
Criminal trial before him which is worth recording. On Dec-
ember 9, 1758, Peter Marquis de Conte and Gravina having
in Michalmas term been convicted of an assault with intent
to commit a rape on the body of an infant under ten years
was adjudged by the Court to walk in the custody of the Sheriff,
and Constables between the hours of seven and twelve, this
day, from the North to the South side of the Parade, and from
thence to the gaol, having a paper on his breast with
his crime therein inscribed, and also to be close confined there-
after for three months, and fined in thirty pounds, and remain
in gaol until the same is paid. I do not know anything of this
Marquis de Conte, but it seems to me considering the offence.
this punishment was none too severe.

I have not been able .to find the authority under which
the first part of the punishment was awarded, and which Gover-
nor Lawrence in mercy as we are told, remitted. He was the
sole Judge of the Supreme Court until 1764. The House
of Assembly met in October 1763, and on March 3rd a pro-
posal was made to have two judges in the Supreme Court
associated with the Chief Justice ‘“‘as it is conceived His Ma-
jesty’s subjects ought not to rest satisfied with the judgment
of one person only, and on the 24th the House addressed the
Governor to that effect with a view to this Court being held
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in every county, and further that so important a Court
should not consist of one man, however capable and upright.”

The Governor and Council compiled with this request,
and John Collier and Charles Morris were appointed in 1764.
As we shall presently see the Chief Justice took good care so
to draft their Commissions that his absolute power remained
unaffected.

Haliburton in his History of Nova Scotia, Vol. 1, p. 164 ,says,

“The practice in the Supreme and Inferior Courts con-
tinued the same until the Convention of the House of Assembly
in 1758, when the practice of the Common Pleas was changed
by a temporary Act of the Legislature, and a new mode was
prescribed, compounded partly from the practice of Massa-
chusetts, and partly from the practice of England. Thus con-
stituted the Courts continued and practised unti! 1764 when a
change took place in the Supreme Court. Upon an address
of the House of Assembly Governor Wilnot added two assistant
Judges, and appointed two members of the Council to fill
their situations. The powers granted to the Assistant Judges
by their Commissions, (which were drafted by the Chief Jus-
tice) were so qualified and limited that the intent of the As-
sembly was altogether frustrated. Not having power to try a
a case, but in conjunction with the Chief Justice, or even to
open or adjourn the Court without his presence, and concur-
rence.

It is evident from the course adopted, and carried out by
the Chief Justice in this regard that he possessed a strong,
not to say, arbitrary will, and was quite determined to be sole
master in his own Court. It can hardly be doubted that no
Barrister nor even brother Judge would venture to question
his rulings in any case. One instance is to be found however
in which presumedly he felt some doubt, and referred the ques-
tion to the law officers in England. Two persons were con-
victed before him of counterfeiting Spanish dollars, and pis-

tareens under an English Statute, making it a criminal of-
3
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fence. The law officers transmitted their opinion that the
Statute making it an offence, did not extend to the Colonies.
Murdoch Vol. 1, p. 37.

It may be that there were other occasions on which he
did not rely on his own opinion, of which there is no record
available, but there is enough to show that although a man
of independent judgment he was not above seeking advice
when he had reasonable doubt.

From the records of the Council an incident in the course
of his judicial career is well worthy of mention both on account
of the high position of the parties as well as the subequent
action—It is referred to by Murdoch in Vol 11, p. 506—

“On May 4 (1763) in Council present the Governo- &Messrs.
Belcher, Bulkeley & others, the Chief Justice Belcherstated that
in the week before Joseph Frederick Wallett DesBarres one of
the Justices of the Peace had grossly insulted and abused him
in a forced conversation, directly threatened him with an af-
fidavit imputing prejudice and partialty in his cause now re-
maining in the Court for judgment. Belcher claimed pro-
tection and that suitors might be deterred from the high pre-
sumption of conferring with any Judge relating to their cause.

The Governor and Council determined that DesBarres’ of-
fence was of the most heinous nature and required the most
public acknowledgment of the crime.

Mr. Bulkeley, the Secretary accordingly wrote to DesBarres
who replied from Windsor May 9th, stating that he was con-
scious that he had not said anything with any intent to abuse
or insult Mr. Belcher in the capacity of Chief Justice, nor
in that of a man. He was sorry Mr. Belcher thought he meant
to insinuate any doubt of his integrity and justice while he
DesBarres had often expressed a high opinion of Belcher.

The Council pronounced this apology evasive but thought
it sufficiently vindicated the Chief Justice’s character.
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To a Judge or a lawyer the first thought that naturally
occurs is why did the Chief Justice appeal to the Governor and
Council when by virtue of his office he possessed a much more
effective and summary way of punishing the offender. For the
benefit of laymen I may point out that to speak to a judge on
the subject of a case being tried befoie him, especially in the
terms DesBarres is alleged to have used is a high contempt, and
the judge has it in his power to summon the person before him in
Court, and have him fined and imprisoned. Belcher as we have
seen was not the man to shrink from excercising all the authority
he possessed—The only explanation I can suggest is that Colonel
Desbarres was at that day a person of high Military and pol-
itical vtanding in the Province and that even such a bold and
determined judge as Belcher undoubtedly was, hesitated to
to tackle him in the ordinary way single handed.— [He may
have feared difficulty in enfércing proceedings in contempt
against such an important personage and that the surest and
best way was to take the course he did.]

Although from all that is known of him, it would seem he
was a man of strong will, and possibly of despotic temperament,
against that it must be remembered that in the rude, and
unsettled state of the Province, and the constant peril, and
danger surrounding the country first from the French and
Indians and the Acadians, and afterwards from the outbreak
of the American Revolution, a strong and fearless man in
office was required.

Murdoch who lived and wrote nearer to his day and pro-
bably was familiar with tradition respecting him says, Vol.
1, p. 59 fo his Epitome of the laws of Nova Scotia ‘“He was
highly qualified by education and talent for that office. He
was a native of Massachusetts and to his exertions it may be
presumed it was owing that the Government, and Tribunals
of the Colony began to assume rapidly an appearance of order,
and method, and his Legislative exertions contributed much
to procure for us the simple and elegant structure of laws which
long experience has rendered an object of public attachment.”

~
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It is regrettable that some specimen of his judgments,
and opinions in the legal controversies before him have not been
preserved. There are however some compensations for this
loss in the universal testimony of his contemporaries and those
writers who lived near his time of his great abilities, learn-
ing and integrity and of his devotion to the interests of the
Province. In the preface to the Laws of Nova Scotia as re-
vised, and published by Richard John Uniacke in 1815 he
says, ‘‘Finding that one Edition of the Acts of the Province
up to the sixth year of his present Majesty’s reign was pub-
lished by the late Chief Justice Belcher with notes of law cases,
and marginal references to British Acts of Parliament, I con-
sidered it proper to republish the same notes, and references
in this work, not only as a mark of respect to the high and
learned character of Mr. Belcher, who was Chief Justice of the
Province but also as affording to the people of the Province
a convincing proof that our predecessors anxiously endeavored
as nearly as local circumstances would permit to copy the laws
of the Mother Country and to form our establishment agreeably
to the British Constitution.

Mr. Uniacke was formerly Attorney General of the Province,
and one of the most prominent men in public affairs in the early
part of the last century, and to some extent in the century be-
fore. He lived near the time of Belcher and must have been
well acquainted with many who knew him personally, and pro-
bably practised before him, so that his comments are parti-
cularly valuable, Richard Bulkeley, Secretary of the Province,
gives the following particulars of the Laws of Nova Scotia
prepared by Belcher in a prefatory note. ‘‘This Edition of the
Laws of the Province as prepared and collated with the Records
by John Dupont Esq., with the Revisal, and marginal refers
ences to acts of Parliament, and authorities in law by Mr.
Chief Justice Belcher was begun by order of the General
Assembly on the special recommendation of the Hon. Lieu-
tenant Governor, Francklin; and continued, and perfected with
the approbation and by order of His Excellency the Gover-
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nor the Right Honorable Lord William Campbell.” This
Edition was published 13th May, 1767, during Belcher's life
time and was evidently collated from his own copy of the
Laws then extant with his notes therein.

In a similar strain Mr. Aikins says, ‘‘Chief Justice Belcher
arranged and revised the Laws as they appeared in our first
Statute Book, and rendered good assistance to Governor
Lawrence in founding the settlements at Horton, Falmouth
and Cornwallis.”

Belcher himself presents to His Excellency the Right
Honorable Lord William Campbell the Statutes so revised,
and prepared with thisinscription.

“This Edition of the Laws of the Province of Nova Scotia
perfected by your Lordship’s patronage is most humbly in-
scribed with all due respect.

Your Lordship’s most devoted and obedient servant, Jona-
than Belcher.

What is written in the preceding pages practically ex-
hausts all that is known respecting the Judicial career of
Chief Justice Belcher. In passing it may be interesting to
note that the first Court House in Halifax stood at the corner
of Buckingham and Argyle Streets, in which the Chief Justice
held his Courts. This Society, a year or more ago, placed a
tablet commemorating this fact. It was destroyed by fire in
1783. We are also informed by Mr. Akins that he resided in
Argyle St. north of the Methodist Chapel, and occupied after-
wards by the Rev. William Black. The exact location, I
presume, would now be difficult to fix.

There was however another and very important side to
his life to which some allusions have already been made, and
to which I now turn. He was not only Chief Justice, but was
also a member of the Council, President of the Council and
Lieutenant Governor or Administrator of the Government of
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Nova Scotia for nearly four years between the death of Law-
rence in October 1760, and the coming of the next Governor.

Not long after his arrival in the Province and taking his
seat at the Council Board he raised the question of the legal-
ity of the ordinances, and proceedings of the Council.. Law-
rence and his predecessors in office with the approbation of
the Council had passed large numbers of laws, or as they were
styled ordinances, for the government of the settlement.
They had furthermore put these ordinances in force as a Court,
and adjudicated on the rights and controversies of the settlers
so far as these ordinances applied to them. They had even
tried, convicted, and hanged one man under such authority.
All these acts, and proceedings were in good faith, believed
by them to be authorized by the Governor’s Commission, and
the Royal Instructions. Belcher took exception to such
a construction, and contended that laws could only be made
by the representatives of the people duly elected, and urged
upon the Council the necessity of calling a Representative
Assembly for that purpose. Lawrence and presumably other
members of the Council were opposed to that view. Finally
the whole matter was referred to the Home Authorities. On
April 29, 1755, the Crown officers in England gave their
opinions in which they stated they had read over the Governor’s
Commission, and instructions and the observations of Chief
Justice Belcher thereon, and that they were of opinion that
the Governor’s Council alone were not authorized by his
Majesty to make laws for the public peace, welfare, and good
protection of the Province, and the people and inhabitants
thereof, that until an Assembly can be called his Majesty has
ordered that the Government of the Infant Colony shall be
pursuant to his Commission, and instructions, and such fur-
ther directions as he could give under his sign Manual in order
in Council. The position taken by Belcher was thus entirely
upheld, and directions were sent to Lawrence forthwith to
take steps for calling together a representative Assembly.
Lawrence as is well known did not at once comply with the
instructions fearing as he himself reported that the men who
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would compose such an Assembly might thwart and other-
wise embarrass him in the conduct of the serious and difficult
work he had in hand in providing for the Government and
protection of the Country. He also justly pointed out that
except in Halifax there were few or no people to elect repre-
sentatives. The Home Government declined to accept these
reasons, and in 1758 sent him peremptory orders to call an
Assembly. This no doubt presented a serious and difficult
undertaking in the then state of the Province when the in-
habitants outside of the town of Halifax were few, and no
electoral districts existed. Happily for him and the Province
the right man sat beside him in the Council. The Chief
Justice undertook this onerous work, and prepared the ne-
cessary scheme for carrying into effect the representative
Assembly which with some modification was accepted by
the Council.

This was his first great political achievement, and is well
worthy of all praise. He next devoted his energies to prepar-
ing the necessary legislation to be passed when the Assembly
met, for it must have been evident to him that a body of such
inexperienced men, called together for the first time, would
be wholly incompetent for such a task. As.Mr. Akins informs
us, p. 315, Archives. ‘‘The early enactments of the Legislature
which formed the groundwork of the Statute law of Nova
Scotia were prepared by him.” It would not be profitable, nor
of much interest, to describe these enactments further than to
remark that the result proves they were all of a sound, ne-
cessary and useful character. Anyone who will consult our
early Statutes will agree in the justice of the many encomiums
passed upon them. This was the second gieat boon he con-
ferred on the Province in his political capacity. It must not
be forgotten that in his legislative role as member of the Coun-
cil, which then constituted the second Chamber, all the Acts
of the Assembly would come before him, so no doubt he super-
vised and shaped them into the Statutes as we now have them.
But his solicitude for the public welfare did not stop here. As
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we know by the extracts from Mr. Uniacke’s edition of the
Statutes and other sources he laboriously annotated the laws
which were passed with references to the English Statutes on
similar subjects with marginal notes of cases decided in Eng-
land, explaining and interpreting their scope and meaning.
The value of such annotations, especially at that early date,
cannot be overestimated, and the comments on them indicate
how greatly they were appreciated. The remaining phase
of his life which requires some notice wasin his admin-
istration of fhe government of the Province. Lawrence
died suddenly in October, 1760, and Chief Justice Belcher
as President of the Council became Administrator. A
year later he was appointed Lieutenant Governor, and con-
tinued to govern the Province until the arrival of Governor
Wilmot who was sworn into office 31 May, 1764. As recorded
by Murdoch, on the death of Lawrence occurring, the Council
assembled (Sunday October 19th) Present, the Hon. Jonathan
Belcher, Esquire, the President, Benjamin Green, John Col-
lier, Richard Bulkeley, and Joseph Geirish, Councillors. A
proclamation was agreed on to be signed by Mr. Belcher to
notify the public that he assumed command of the Province,
its Government devolving on him by the death of M1. Lawrence
and requiring all officers to continue, etc. Murdoch, Vol. 2,
p. 199. ‘

It is not desirable, nor would it be of much interest to follow
in detail his Governmental acts. A study of the proceedings
of the Governor and Council during the period shows the same
masterful spirit, and energetic action in matters of state as he
exhibited in his judicial sphere. The chief subjects which oc-
cupied the attention of the Council were the laying out of the
Township, and districts of the Province and preparing them for
settlers who, by that time, were coming from the older Provin-
ces, and from the Old Country. The Acadians who had been
deported were in numbers finding their way back to the Pro-
vince, and numbers who had concealed themselves, and es-
caped deportation were now coming out of their hiding places,
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and giving much trouble, and it became a very difficult ques-
tion how to deal with them. The Home Authorities, and the
Imperial Generals appear to have favored—allowing them to
make homes in certain parts of the Province. To this method
Belcher was strongly opposed, contending that they would be
a constant source of danger. ‘‘President Belcher, Murdoch
says apprehended mischief from the Acadians remaining in
Restigouche and that vicinity in privateering against English
trade, and interfering with the new settlements projected at
Chignecto. Want and terror only, he thought had produced
submission on the part of any of the Acadians.” It should be
added that the House of Assembly were of the same opinion
and passed an address to the Governor asking that steps be
taken for their removal, ‘“Since they are convinced that they
never will become good subjects while left in the Province.”

Chief Justice Belcher has sometimes been criticised for the
course he adopted in dealing with the French Acadians. I am
not referring to the original expulsion in the time of Laurence,
but to the later period when he was Lieut. Governor—Many of
the Acadians at the date of the general expulsion had escaped
deportation, and concealed themselves and some of those de-
ported had begun to return to the Province. As was natural
they combined with the Indians and were actively hostile to
the new settlers who had been induced to come to the province.
This was a serious matter, particularly dangerous to the in-
habitants as war between England and France was raging, and
Newfoundland had been actually captured by the French.
The Acadians were led to believe that the province would be
retaken by the French and that they would have their lands
again. Under these circumstances it became the duty of the
Lieut. Governor and Council to use great vigilance. In all
that he wrote and did he was simply carrying out the decisions
of the Council, and the wishes of the Assembly, although there
can be no doubt he fully sympathized in their views. Anyone
who will read the extensive correspondence between Belcher
and the home authorities and General Amherst then Com-
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mander-in-Chief in North America will be easily convinced that
they had ample reason to be alarmed. Belcher in his action
and correspondence was particularly solicitous about the effect
these marauding bands would have on the new settlers whom it
was all important to protect—ultimately as we all know the
Acadian or such of them as desired were permitted to settle in
certain parts of the Province, and have become loyal and

industrious subjects.

The settlement of the Province was the principal and press-
ing business which occupied the Governor and Council. Large
numbers, induced by the liberal terms offered in Lawrence’s
proclamations were applying for grants, and arriving in the
Country from New England, and also immigrants from the
north of Ireland. About this time one Colonel Alexander Mc-
Nutt was interesting himself greatly in bringing people out to
settle in Nova Scotia. He appears to haveplaced innumerable
schemes and projects before the Government and the Lords of
Trade with that view, and as a matter of fact was the means of
introducing many settlers. But the expense was great and led
to trouble between McNutt and Governor Belcher, and be-
tween Belcher and members of the Councul. This led Major
Collier, Morrison, Newton, and Francklin in a letter to the Lords
of Trade to observe.

“We cannot help remarking that this unsteady and irresolute
kind of conduct which indeed tinctures the whole of the Lieu-
tenant Governor’s administration must necessarily give the new
inhabitants an unfavorable impression.”” These Councillors
were very inimical........ to Belcher who was striving to re-
duce the expenses of these arrivals and we must therefore re-
ceive their statement in regard to Belcher with great caution.
As remarked by Archdeacon Raymond, Vol. 5, Royal Society,
page T7, ‘“The British Government had already spent half a
millions pounds sterling in the establishment of Nova Scotia,

=

and was disposed to retrench. Belcher had been repeatedly

censured for the large expenditures consequent upon the immi-
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gration policy instituted by Governor Lawrence. Whatever
may have been his faults, the Lieutenant Governor does not
appear to have been guilty of peculation. A man of hasty
temper, and a Tory of the olden time, there is nevertheless
nothing to show that he was selfseeking and that he profited by
his position. Had such been his character he could hardly have
filled for more than twenty-five years the office of Chief Justice
of Nova Scotia. Yet he was a man of high temper, and strong
will is evident from one or two episodes which have come down
to us. ‘‘On the 19th November, 1762, the majoiity of the
Council agreed that it was not desirable that such settlers (that
is who became immediately a burden to the Government)
should be brought into the Province. The Lieutenant Govern-
or therefore declared that he should construe their resolutions
as condemnatory of Colonel McNutt’s proceedings, that he had
already made a representation to the Ministry in England
against the schemes of McNutt, and would do so again. One of
the Council ventured to suggest that the resolution declaring it
inexpedient to admit settlers who were liable at the outset to
require assistance, should serve as a basis of a request of Council
that the Lieutenant Governor should apply to the Lords of
Trade for a fund to assist indigent settlers at their first coming
into the Province. To this Belcher replied that he would
save the Council the trouble of giving him any such advice
by assuring them that he would not comply with it.”

On another occasion ‘‘In December at a meeting of Governor
and Council (after he had ceased to fill the office) the language
used by the late Lieutenant Governor Belcher was complained
of in a memorial from Mr. Francklin. Belcher had stated that
the letter of Francklin did not contain a word of truth, and was
a libel on the Government and directed the Clerk of Council
to record his remarks. The Council heard both Francklin
and Belcher and read a letter from the Lords of Trade of 3
December, 1762, after which they decided that there was sulffi-
cient authority for Mr. Francklin’s letter and that it was found-
ed on truth.”
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I have given these extracts not because of any importance
or interest in themselves, but as throwing some light on the
temper and disposition of the man. He evidently had the cour-
age of his convictions, and was disposed to carry on the affairs
of Government with a high hand. If he could treat fellow
members of the Council in this cavalier manner, one wonders
how the barristers and litigants fared in the Court where he
was absolute master.

Passing them from this subject with the remark that during
his regime much substantial work was done in the survey of the
Province, and in locating szttlers, the only other matter deserv-
ing special notice is that war broke out between England and
Spain in which the French joined. In consequence active pre-
parations for the defence of Halifax had to be made. Councils
of war were held at Government House, and measures adopted
for its protection, and on Tuesday, July 13th, in Council
Lieutenant Governor Belcher declared martial law to be in force.
Also he laid a embargo on all shipping in Halifax harbor for
ten days. It would appear from the steps he took in con-
junction with the naval and military authorities that he showed
himself quite equal to the occasion.

It will be a matter of interest and no doubt gratifying to the
advocates of a prohibitory liquor law to note that Chief Justice
Belcher was among the first, if not the first, to place himself on
record in favor of the prohibition of the importation and sale of
spirituous liquors. On Monday 25th of April 1763 he then be-
ing Lieut. Governor opened the session of the Legislature and
among other things in his speech from the throne he says—
“As to the revenue we relie upon the consumption of noxious
manufactures which it is the very object of the laws to restrain
nor would it be an unpolitical wish that we could wholly pro-
hibit.” The Assembly evidently did not share his sentiments.
In their reply to his speech they say that they cannot think of
any other tax more suitable than that on spirituous liquors
which notwithstanding the wholesoms laws for suppressing de-
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bauchery will we fear yet be consumed by the profligate in im-
moderate quantities.

There were of course many other matters of a political
character which Chief Justice Belcher dealt with while in charge
of the Government of the Province and in which so far as we
can judge from the records he displayed his usual vigor and
sound sense. To such it is unnecessary to make further allus-
sions. Enough has been given to enable us to form a fairly
correct idea of what manner of man he was and to what extent
we are indebted to him for his watchful oversight over our
early Provincial affairs.

In writing the story of Belcher’s life reference to the part
he took in the expulsion of the Acadians must necessarily be
made. As already stated at his coming to the Province their
position and conduct was one of the most difficult and embar-
rassing questions with which the Government had to deal.
He of course from his high office was one of the most influential
members of the Council. There can be no doubt that he enter-
tained strong views as to the necessity for removing them from
the Province as appears from the records, and official corres-
pondence. At a meeting of the Governor and Council on July
25th 1755 these views were expressed in a very able memoran-
dum read before the Council in which he pointed out the serious
danger to which the English population was constantly ex-
posed by their continuance in the Country, and includes his
observations in these words ‘‘I think myself for these reasons
and from the highest necessity which is lex lemporis to the inter-
ests of his Majesty in the Province humbly to advise that all the
French inhabitants may be removed from the Provinces.” At
that meeting the final decision was taken to expel and deport the
Acadians.

It is not my intention here to enter into that burning con-
troversy as to the justice or necessity for the removal of these
unfortunate people. Chief Justice Belcher must bear his share
of responsibility for that drastic measure whether justifiable
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or not. It is a question on which probably there never will be
unanimity. As this episode in our Provincial history
was of primary importance on which there has always been
great differences of opinions, and volumes of prose, and poetry
have been written on the subject, it is only fair to Belcher’s
memory that a statement in full of the reason for his advice to
the Governor and Council should be given here.

1755, July 28th. "

The Question now depending before the Governor and
Council as to the Residence or removal of the French Inhabitants
from the Province of Nova Scotia, is of the highest moment to
the Honour of the Crown and the settlement of the Colony, and
as such a juncture as the present may never occur for consider-
ing this question to any effect, I esteem it my duty to offer my
reasons against receiving any of the French Inhabitants take
the oaths and for their not being permitted to remain in the
Province.

1. By their conduct from the Treaty of Utrecht to this date
they have appeared in no other light than that of rebels to His
Majesty, whose subjects they became by virtue of the cession
of the Province and the inhabitants of it under that Treaty.

2. That it will be contrary to the letter and spirit of His
Majesty's Instruction to Governor Cornwallis, and in my hum-
ble apprehension would incur the displeasure of the Crown and
the Parliament.

3. That it will defeat the intent of the Expedition to Beau
Sejour. ;

4. That it will put a total stop to the progress of the
Settlement and disappoint the expectations for the vast ex-
pence of Great Britian in the Province.

5. That when they retu-n to their perfidy and treacheries
as they unquestionably will, and with more rancour than before,
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on the removal of the Fleet and Troops, the Province will be in
no condition to drive them out of their possessions.

1. As to their conduct since the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.
Tho it was stipulated that they should remain on their lands on
condition of their taking the Oaths, within a year from the
date of the Treaty, they not only refused yet to take the Oath,
but continued in acts of hostility against the British Garrison,
and in conjunction with the Indians in that very year killed a
party of English consisting of eighty men, and for the space of
three years from the Treaty committed many other acts of

. hostility.

In 1725 when General Philipps sent a force to require them
to take the Oaths, they for some time refused but at last con-
sented upon condition that they should not be obliged to bear
arms against the King of France, upon this condition some
swore allegiance, but many others refused, and they have since
presumed to style themselves neutrals tho’ they are the sub-
jects of His Majesty.

By their instigation the Settlement at the Coal Mines at
Chignectou by a company of English gentlemen at an expense
of $3000 was broken up by the Indians, and by order of the
Inhabitants they drove off the settlers, burnt their houses
and storehouses, robbed them of their stock and goods which
were shared between the Indians and the Inhabitants.

In 1724 they spirited up and joined with the Indians in
destroying the English Fishery and killed above 100 fishermen,
a few English and French were taken for this act, and hanged
afterwards in Boston. ]

< In 1744 under Le Loutre 300 Indians supported by these
neutral French, marched thro’ all their districts, and lodged
within a quarter of a mile of that garrison, and no inhabitants
gave any intelligence to the Government.

They in like manner supported and maintained in the same
year M. Duvivier who had near surprised the garrison and
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only one inhabitant gave intelligence which put them on their
guard and prevented it.

In 1746 they maintained 1700 Canadians in their districts
the whole summer waiting for the arrival of Duke D’Anville’s
Fleet, and when part of the Forces came before the Fort, they
assisted them, and made all their fascines, and were to have
joined in the attempt, being all armed by the French.

The winter following when the English with about 500
Troops were canton’d at Minas, by advice of the situation of
the English Troops given by the French inhabitants to the
French Troops, they drew them to attack the English, and
even brought the French Officers ins the English Quarters be-
fore the attack was made, and they joined the French in the
attack, whereby 70 of His Majesty’s Subjects lost their lives,
above two-thirds of whom were sick persons and were murdered
by the French Inhabitants. This was attested by some of the
soldiers who escaped. They were afterwards before the capi-
tulation in arms, and kept guard over the English Prisoners,
and treated them with more severity, than the French King’s
subjects themselves did.

They frequently afterwards received and maintained
different parties of the French during the continuance of the
war. X

When the English first made the Settlement at Halifax,
and ever since they have spirted up the Indians to commit
hostilities against the English, always maintaining, supporting
and giving intelligence to them, where they might distress the
Settlement to the best advantage, it having been always noted
that before any Indian attempts, a number of the French
inhabitants have been found hovering about these places.

They have constantly since the Settlement obstinately
refused to take the Oath of Allegiance, and have induced many
of our Foreign settlers to desert over to the French, and have
always supplied the French Troops who have intruded upon
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this Province with Provisions, giving them a constant intelli-
gence of all the motions of the English, and have thereby forced
the English to live in Garrison Towns, and they were unable to
cultivate and improve lands at any distance, which has been the
principal cause of the great expense to the British Nation, and
a means of more than half the inhabitants who came here with
an intent to settle, quitting the Province and settling in other
Plantations, where they might get their bread without resign-
ing their lives.

From such a series of facts for more than 40 years, it
was evident that the French Inhabitants are so far from being
disposed to become good subjects that they are more and more
discovering their inveterate enmity to the English and their af-
fection to the French, of which we have recent instances in
their insolence to Captain Murray hiding the best of their arms
and surrendering only their useless muskets, and in their pre-
sent absolute refusal to take the Oaths of Allegiance.

Under these circumstances I think it cannot consist with
the Honour of the Government, or the safety and prosperity

* of the Province, to permit any of the inhabitants now to take

the Oaths.

¥ 1t will be contrary to the letter and spirit of His Ma-
jesty’s instructions.

The instruction took its rise from the Governor’s repre-
sentation of the hostilities of the French inhabitants and from
the recitals of the instruction it was plainly intended to secure
a better obedience of the French, and to strengthen the hands
of the Government against them, and when they have declared
as they have implicitly, by refusing to take the Oaths, that
they will not be subject to His Majesty, the instruction by the
proposal from the Governor and Council for taking the Oaths
and their refusal, will be literally observed by their removal
from the Province, nor can there be any confidence in their

fidelity after an absolute refusal of allegiance to the Crown.
4
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and for this reason persons are declared recusants if they
refuse on a summons to take the Oaths at the session and can
‘never after such refusal be permitted to take them as by once
disavowing their allegiance their future professions of Fidelity
ought to receive no credit.

The Instruction was sent at a time when the Government
was not in a capacity to assert its rights against the French
forfeiting inhabitants, and it is hardly to be doubted that if
the present circumstances of the Province were known to the
Crown that the instruction if it is now in force would be
annulled.

Governor Cornwallis, according to this Instruction
summoned the French Inhabitants to swear allegiance, and as
they refused, the Instruction seems to be no longer in Force,
and that therefore the Government now have no power to tender
the Oaths, as the French inhabitants had by their non-com-
pliance with the condition of the Treaty of Utrecht forfeited
their possessions to the Crown.

1 would put the case. That His Majesty had required the
answer of the French inhabitants to be transmitted to the Sec-
retary of State, to be subject to His Majesty's future pleasure,
and the present answer of all the French inhabitants should
be accordingly transmitted ‘“That they would not take the Oath
unless they were permitted not to bear arms against the
King of France and that otherwise they desired six months to
remove themselves and their effects to Canada and that they
openly desired to serve the French King that they might have
Priests, it is to be presumed that instead of examining the in-
struction, orders and possibly a force would be immediately
sent for banishing such insolent and dangerous inhabitants
from the Province.

As to the consequences of permitting them to take the Oaths
after their refusal.
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3. It must defeat the intention of the Expedition to
Beau Sejour.

The advantages from the success of that Expedition, are
the weakening the power of the Indians and curbing the in-
solence of the French Inhabitants, but if after our late reduc-
tion of the French Forts, and while the Troops are in their
borders and the British Fleet in our harbour, and even in the
presence of His Majesty’s Admirals and to the highest contempt
of the Governor and Council, they presume to rzfuse allegiance
to His Majesty, and shall yet be received and trusted as subjects,
we seem to give up all the advantages designed by the Victory.

and

If this be their language while the Fleet and Troops are -
with us, I know not what will be their style, and the event of
their insolence and Hostilities when they aie gone.

4. It may retard the progress of the settlement and
possibly be a means of breaking it up.

The proportion of French to English inhabitants is deemed
to be as follows:

At Annapolis 200 Families at 5 in each Family is........ 1000
ARNA S SUONT ORI TR i Ty S T O e 1500
IR iGm el SOl RS e s nli Il e L 1500
BLBosteotom@S (I L sy i ol s e sl e e 4000

8000
600 English Familiesat5...................c0uuen 3000

Balance of the French against the English Inhabitants 5000

Besides the French at Lunenburgh and the Lunenburghers
themselves who are more disposed to the French than to the
English.

Such a superiority of numbers and of persons who have avow-
ed that they will not be subject to the King will not only dis-
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tress the present settlers but deter others from coming as
adventurers into the Province, for if they should take the
oaths, it is well known, that they will not be influenced by
them after a Dispensation.

5. As no Expedient can be found for removing them out
of the Province when the present Arrhament is withdrawn, as
will be inevitably requisite, for they will, unquestionably re-
sume their perfidy and treacheries and with more arts and ran-
cour than before.

And as the residence of the French Inhabitants in the Pro-
vince attached to France occasions all the Schemes of the
French King, and his attempts for acquiring the Province.

I think myself obliged for these reasons and from the highest
necessity which is lex temporis, to the interests of His Majesty
in the Province, humbly to advise that all the French inhabi-
tants may be removed from the Province.

(Signed) Jonathan Belcher.
Halifax, 28th July, 1755.

I think it is a fair deduction from all we know of him that
he was a man of pure and elevated character; that he devoted
himself to the land of his adoption with zeal and energy andthat
to his great learning and determination we are largely, perhaps
principally indebted for our constitutional rights and the law
and order which have prevailed in Nova Scotia from the first.
He died at Halifax, 30th March, 1776, at the age of 65, leaving
as has been stated one son, Andrew Belcher, who became
member of the Council, and one daughter. He was buried
beneath St. Paul’s Church on the 81et March, as appears
from the entry in St. Paul’s register. To his daughter the
House of Assembly voted a pension of £50.00. This unusual
act of generosity on the part of the Assembly is indicative of the
high esteem in which he was held throughout the province, and
further that as a public servant no use of his high position was
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made to enrich himself, as was too often the case in those days.
The proud legacy left to his descendants was that of a high and
honorable character, fearless and upright in the discharge of
his manifold duties, marked with untiring industry and con-
spicuous ability. Nova Scotians do not seem to have worthily
appreciated the great services he rendered to the province, at
least no public mark or monument has been raised to his mem-
ory, not even a-portrait of him hangs in our Legislative Halls.
While there are many fine portraits of some of his successors
not to be ranked with him, there is none of Belcher. Thisis an
omission no<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>