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NOTICE.
rE‘EfE Administrations of Sir Jamzes ITexny

Crs6, and Sir GEORGE Prevost, comgpres
hend the most interesting' period in the Annals
of this Previnee, "I'he following memoirs con-
tain the principal events which characlerise that
period, and although they may not be found so
circumstar tial as might be desired, it is hoped
they will not be unacceptable to the Public, to
whose in ulgence tie Author inost respeciiully

submits {hem.
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MEMOIRS of the Administrations of Sir
James Hexry Craig, and Sik (GEORGE
Prevost, in the Province of Lower-Canada,
from the Autumn of 1807, until the Spring
of 1815; comprehending the military and
naval operalions in the Canaps, during the

late War with the United States of America.

CHAPTER L

WO years in which we meet with no remarkable oc-

currence had elapsed under the Administration of Mr.
Dunn, when Sir James Henny Crare arriving at Que-
bee in the autumn of 1807, assumed the reins of Govern-
ment in the Canadas. The former in constant expectation
of a Governor from home, may have pruh,lhlv li'nih-d him-
self in the exercise of the government of the colony, and
his successor must therefore have found allairs in suspence
on his arrival,

The American Government at that time began to breathe
a hostile spirit 1()\\dl("~(i!ull Britain, but, d.. ough an aj
peal was made to the loyalty of the P u:'-h by his Predcees=
sor, the Governor was averse to embo ly tle \‘|'n'e| un-
til an emergency should at once demand and justity the
measure. It does not appear that he mistrusted, on the
contrary, he i\‘rlt"ﬂt‘ on various occasions a confidorce in
the lovalty of M e |>lmmu. dnll:'\c hereditary animosity of
the canadian to the american character, was a pledze of
their fidelity, which he however seemed willing to avoid
(from what motive it is not well understood) putting to the
test.

His first measure was to convoke the House of Assemhly
B whick

Cuar,

e
1807,
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Cuar. which metat Quebec on the 29th January, ]808: Hera

L a question was agitated, which, for the two preceding sese

sions having considerably engaged the _attention of the

1808.  House, excited the public feeling, and ultimately led to the
troubles which afterwards embittered his administration,

A Judge of the Court of King’s Bench for.Quebec, had
for the present, as well as for some former parliaments, been
returned as representative for the Connty of Quebec, and a
doubt having been started of the eligibility of Judges for
seats in the Provincial Parliament, the House divided
in opinion. One party maintained it to be _Incompatible
with the rank of a Judge, to canvass for votesin a county in
which he was in the daily habit of administering justice,
That many of the electors overawed with the apprehension of
incurring the displeasure of the Judge, who in his Judicial
capacity might pervert the ends of Justice to gratify pers
sonal pique, could not be presumed to be free, and unin-
fluenced by such a candidate. That in England the
Judges were ineligible to a seat in the House of &ommons,
and infine, that the artifices and ntrigues incidental to
popular elections, were unbecoming in a Judge and a mere
prostitution of the judicial dignity. These and similarar-
guments were industriously propagated, and gained ground
rapidly in the public opinion. The opposiie party cons

tended that no such disqualification existed in virtue of the
constitutional act * by which alone the Colonial Legislature
was to be guided, and that to create such, would be an in-
trenchment upon the rights and privileges of the Imperial
Parliament of Great-Britain, which, it would not faj] to re-
sent. That it would be absurd as well as dangerous to admig
the right in a constituted body, to amend or modify in
b the smallest degree the act of the constituting power, upon
- which the very existence of the former depended, and theres
fore, that the Provincial Legislature was incompetent to
disqualify any description of His Majesty’s subjects from
being eligible to a seat in the House of Assembly. The
former opinion prevailed in the Lower House, but ‘was dise
countenanced in, the Legislative Council,

Another question somewhat similar to this was agitated
during the present Session, A Jew of reputable charac-
ter having been elected and returned for the Town of

Three«
4

* The Act of the Britich Parliament 31, Geo. 3, chap, i
the Cavadas their present Constiwtion, Y S ST
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. Three-Rivers, it was contended that his religious persua- Cuap.
ofj sion created an inability to sit and vote as a member of the I

. House of Assembly. The leading members exerted them-

selves in support of the competence of the House to exclude 1808,
him by resolution, orat least of the undeniable right of the
Legislature to supply by enactment, such provisions in

matters aflecting their priveleges as might have been impro-

vidently omitted in the constitutional act. After some
animated debate, rather relating to the mode of expelling

or disqualifying the Member for Three-Rivers, than to the

4 propriety of the measure, the party for expelling him by
resolution prevailed, and it was resolved * that being of

U :
gy o the jewish persuasion he could not take a seat, nor sit,
% nor vote in the House of Assembly.” The House grant-

s ed asum for repairing the ancient Castle of St. Lewis (the

" residence of the Governor) and the business of the Session
being brought to a close, the Governor with some encomi-
ums on the diligence and liberality of the Assembly, pro-
rogued the Session, which terminated the fourth Provincial

103 2

I Parliament,

e e . . Y . 3 .

i Unhappily for the tranquillity of this administration a
nd party spirit 'n;ul gained grm_lml. and was =_r1'it:mf(l by tl}t" 0-
Ol dious and reiterated refiections of an eminent juuruahst imn
i the metropolis of the colony, upon the manners and cus-
d toms of the canadian population, as well as upon their re-
o ligious and political opinions. Hissentiments 1n the minds
! of those who were, or rather, who conceived themselves
‘m essentially injured by them, were considered as of a party

Anti-Canadian, nay, even of the Government itself. A few
individuals indignant at the affront, incurred the expence of
. procuring a press, with a view of counteracting the influence
which the labours of the Editor might produce, to the po-
litical detriment of the Province. From this Press a week- :
ly paper: called Le Canadien issued m the french language,
which soon acquired popularity with the denomination of
an opposition paper. A newspaper strife far from harmo-
nising parties, by reciprocally enquiring into the causes of
their misunderstanding, inflamed the grm\'ing‘ evil, and the
odious sense applied to the terms Canadicn and Auti-Cana-
| dien, Choyen and Democral, distinctive of parties, gave
| uneasiness to all who earnestly cultivated a good under-
standing with then tollow citizens. From the novel and hardy
spirit of this publication, many who were connected with
the administration of the Colonial Government, or depen-
B2 dant
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Cuar. dant uponit, affected to suspect a conspiracy on foot, and
that secret funds were furnished from abroad for 151_0 e

. pose of alienating the minds of the peaple ['mre.n their alles
1808,  giance. and to revolutionize the Province. Some ancient
and respectable citizens known to _h:z\"v n'onn‘_llmw(l t_(awards
the purchase of the press, were dismissed from their rank
in_the sedentary militia: among them Mr. Panet, the
S})p;l‘\'nr of the House of ssembly, a gentleman of the
most unimpeachable integrity. 'l'lli:s'l.tlt'il:iltl‘(’ uhhough_of
little importance in itself, created from its harshness, an in-
terest in the publie, which hl}'(‘ll‘_:‘llll-’ll(‘fl the party a]r{‘.ﬂdy
formed in opposition to the measures of the adininistration:

In June, the elections for the nsuing Parliament took

place, and were conducted in most counties with unani

i mity. The late Speaker presented himself for the Up-

per Town of Quebec, but the resident Miliuu'y, and de-

pendants on the several Military Departments in Quebec, en-

;i titled to vote, influenced by the example of their chiefs,

¢ turned the scale against him. He was however elected m
the mean time for another County.

Material improvements to the fortifications of Quebec
were commenced this summer ; and the foundations of fouy I
towers extending across the commanding ground in front of
the walls, westof the city were laid. The extraordina rystate
of affairs in Europe, combined with the American Embar-
1 go, turned an unusual tide of commerce into the Canadas,
¢ and " their resources and utility to the mother country were
exemplified, far beyond the expectations of the most san-
guine and intelligent speculator.

i 1809. . On the 10th of April the House of Assembly met pur-
suant to the Governor’s Proclamation, and the people were
on the tiptoe of anxiety, a report having gone abroad
that His Excellency would not concur with the House,
should their choice be in favor of the Speaker of the late

House of Assembly, whom he had some time before dis-
‘ missed from the Militia. This gentleman was however al-

: most unanimously chosen Speaker, and the Governor ap-
i proved of his election,

In his speech at the opening of Parliament, the Gover-

: nor (l_escar.tcd upon the unfavorable posture of” affairs with
America 3 the revolution in Spain; and the generoys assis=

tance
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Sir -James Hexry Craie, L)
¥ gance affordeld that country by Great Britain: the emigra- -Cuav,
‘P tion of the Royal Family of l’mlnn al to the new world; the 1.
I 2

vietory of the British at Vimiera, h) which Portugal had e~
been rescued from the French ; and concluded by caution- — 809,
ing the members of "the legislature a against ]Pulmhu‘s among

I l]avmm‘.\m, or of the L.(J\ll\\n!ltl\l “which could have no
41 other ebject in view than the general welfare. 1 regret
0l gentlemen’’ said he *“ thar I have been compelled by cir-
Ifi ¢ cnmstances, to call you together at a season of the year

“ which Lam wellaware, must be highly inconvenient to many

of you ; this consideration dwelt so strongly upon myu :,a
i ¢t that not seeing any particular object of public seivice

¢ that indispensibly required your immediate attention, X
by« had it in contemplation to defer your meeting till a persod

¢ of less prejudicial consequence to your pr ivate accommae
¢ dation, but, on referring to the Act of the British Parla«
dd “ ment on which the Constitution of this Province is tous
oo “ed, I felt reason of hesitation, at least as to the grounds
b ¢ on whichl suppossed myself able todoso; I have therefore
o ~* been induced to vely on your cheerful acq:iescence in
% the inconvenience under which you may labour, rather
4 than give rise to a possible doubt as to my intention of
“ infringing on a right so valuable to you as that of your
“ annual Assembly. And this I have done under the cir-
tr % camstance of being precluded from giving quite that no-
o % tice which has been in some degree sanctioned by custom,
e - % and which altho’, not «

[ 14

ed tor by any express

) 5
d ¢ nevertheless, a precaution for the preservation of that
« mutual confidence which is so desirable, by guarding a-

¢ gainst the possibility of any LlI“]'ici(m, as (o the mtenton
€ or circumstances under which you may beassembled.”

The House, after an address in answer to His Excellen-

i cy’s Speech into which it was endeavowred to introduce
an incirect reproof for the hints which had fallen from him,
resumed with warmth, the question concerning the Judge
and the Jew.* The more determined members were [or ex-
i pelling them by resolution, but a motion for the expulsion
of the Judge in this mode, was negatived by a consideratie
majority, p dllU Wh(llli.lh(!ll“ht'll*winm'u todisquality J udges
from bung eligible to aseat in the Mouse, wereaverse 0

the means proposed, insisting that nothing less than an
Act of the Legislature could operate ‘.-:\lL}l a disquaitfivas
tion.  Others strongly urged that the Electors weie,
and of right ought to be, the sole constitutional judgss of

ihie

* These Gentlemen had been re-clected at the late Elections.
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the competence of their delegate, and that his expulsion us
der aiy foin, vould amount to a gross violation of the
miost sacred rights of the people, and be an act of arbitrary
power incoinpatible with the freedom of the Constitution,
Y'lus eftort having failed, a commitiee was appointed to
enquire nto, and report to the House, the inconvenience
resuiting from the election of Judges to sit in the House
of Assembly, and in the mean time, a disqualifying bill
was miroduced and read for the first time. The enquiry
was carried on with perseverance, and proved rather to the
disadvaniage of the individual concerned, for which reason
we refrain from any retlections on the subject. The exclue
ion of the Jew was more closely prosecuted. The House
renewed the resolution which had been taken against hig
gduitiance to sit and vote in the last session of the pres
ceding Parliament, and a Bili 1o disqualify Jews from being
eligibic toa seat in the House of Assernbly was inwroduced,
and underwent two readings. The lapse of five weeks in
tiie prosecution of these measures exhausted the patience of
the Governor, whose military education and habils , may
on this occasion have intiuenced his better judgment. T'he
Spirited perseverance of a deliberative body in a favorite
measure, appeared to him like the refractory spirit of a body
©f soldiers, which he seemed determined to crush.

On the 15th of May, Lie went down in state from the
Castle to the Legislative Council, where having summoned
into his presence, the House of Assembly, andafter giving
the Royal Assent to such Bills as were ready, (five in nums
ber) he informed them of his intention of dissol\;ing the
present Parliament, and of recurring to the sense of the
people. “ When I met you, (said he,) at the commencement
“ oi the present Session, I had no reason to doubt your
““moderation or your prudence, and I therefore willingly
¢ relied upon both: under the guidance of these principles
¢ 1 expected from you a manly sacrifice ofall personal anis
€ mosities, and individual dissatisfaction, a watchful solicie
¢ tude for the concerns of your country, and a steady per-
¢ severance in the executing of your public duty, with zeal
““and dispatch. I looked for earnest endeavours to pro-
¢ mote the general harmony of the province, and a careful

- oo

¢ abstinence from whatsoever might have a tendency to
€ disturb 1t; for due and therefore indispensible attention
€

to the other branches of the legislature, and for rompt
“ and cheerful co-operation and assistance in whatever

(13 Bli{;h‘
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# might conduce to the happiness and welfare of the Co-
¢ lony. = All this I had a right to expect, because such was
# your constitutional duty ; because such a conduct would
* have been a lasting testimony, as it was the only one
“ sought for by His Majesty’s government, of that loyalty
* and affection which you have so warmly professed, and
# which I believe you to possess ; and because it was par=
¥ ticularly call’d for by the critical conjuncture of the times,
¥ and especially by the precarious situation in which we
# then stood with respeci to the American States. [ am
% sorry to add, that I have been disappointed in all these

# expectations, and in every bope on which I relied.

“ You have wasted (continued he) in fruitless debates,
® excited by private and personal animosity, or by frivolous
% contests upon trivial matters of form, that time and
¥ those talents, to which within your walls, the public have
¥ an exclusive title. This abuse of your functions you have
% preferred to the high and important duties which you owe
¥ to your Sovereign and to your constituents, and you have
¥ thereby been forced to neglect the consideration of mats
¥ ters of moment and necessity which were before you,
% while you have at the same time virtually prevented the
¢ introduction of such others as may have been in cone
“ templation. If any proof of this misuse of your time were
¢ necessary, L have just presented it inhaving been called
¢ on after a session of five weeks, to exercise his Maiesty's
§¢ prerogative of assent, to only the same number of bills,
§ three of which were the mere renewal of acts to which
¥ you stood pledged, and which required no discussion.
¢ So much of intemperate heat has been manifested in all
* your proceedings, and you have shewn such a prolonged
“and disrespectful attention to matters submitted to your
% consideration by the other branches of the Legislature,
 that whatever might be the moderation and forbearance
& exercised on their parts, a general good understanding is
¥ scarcely to be looked for without a new Assembly.”

¢ 1 shall not (he added,) particularly advertto other acts

¥ which appear to be unconstitutional infringements of the
¢ rights of the subject repugnant to the very letter of the
¢ statute of the Imperial i’ul'liament, under which you hold
¢ your seats: and to have been matured by proceedings,
¢ which amount to a dereliction of the first principles of na-
£ tural justice,” KHe concluded this speech withlis acknows
ledgmenss

Citawm

e 4
1504,




19 APMINISTRATION OP

Cusr. ledgments'te the Legislative Council for the mwnimilyﬂ

f I zeal, and unremitting attention, they had shewn i their pras
f A~ ceedings.
: 1809,

To a portion of the House of Assembly, he also express
sed his thanks, and trusted they would believe he did them
the justice of a proper discrimination in the sense he en-
tertained of their efforts, to avert that conduct of which l}e
had so much reason to complain. By this, g(-ntlmnvn,” (said
ke, addressing himself to the minority who had purposely
assembled together on one side of the room) “ You have
¢ truly manifested your affection to His Majesty’s governs
“ ment, and your just estimation of the real and perma-
% nent interests of the Province.”

_ This hardy and decisive measure astonished the leading
snembers, who, at the utmost, anticipated no more than a
prorogation. A dissolution attended with such pointed
and almost personal censure, far exceeded their expectation,
: and they returned to their constituents covered with the op-

£ probrium of having incurred the Governor’s displeasure; &
' matter of no little moment in the eyes of the multitude, a8
yet unaccustomed to the freedom of the constitution. The
country people who were at first disposed to think favorably
of the recent measures of the Executive, gradually altered
their opinions, and were finally persuaded that the Houseof
Assembiy had been dissolved for having espoused their ins
terests, in opposition to the encroachments of the Crown.

‘he press was put into violent action, and the Canadien
teemed with able but sarcastic strictures on the Governor’s
speech at the dissolution, and with strong animadversions
upon the public measures. The preamble to the Bill of

Rights, in allusion to the Governor’s measures with respect
to the Assembly, was inserted as a mottoat the Lead of
that paper, which was industriously circulated throughout
the province. Among other reports, it was said, and at
length currently believed, that the Governor had been in-
fluenced and deceived by the intrigues of a favorite judge,
whom, having discovered the craftiness and duplicity of Liis
§ character, he now intended to discard, This belief ma

terially contributed to reinstate and confirm the credit of
the late members in the minds of the people.

) In the middle of June, the Governor left Quebec on a
tour through the Province, attemded with a numerous suite,
and

I e - - e - e
o = e e
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#nd travelled in magnificent style. Several of the ¢itizens
of 'Three-Rivers, ;\Hmm‘oal, Saint Johns, and William
Henry, successively received him with Addresses of applause
and thanks, for the interposition of the royal prerogative in
dissolving the House of Assembly. These addresses being
inserted in the public prints, were criticised in the Canga
dien with much asperity and abuse.*

In the month of October the elections for the ensuing
Parliament took place, and the people having had ample
time to reflect upon affairs, re-elected, contrary to the ex-
pectation of government, most of the late representatives ;
removing some who were supposed to have been too pas-
sive, and substituting others of a less flexible temper in
their stead.

The House of Assembly et on the 20th January, pur-
suant to the Governior’s Proclamation. The Speaker of the
last Assembly (Mr: Panet) being re-elected, was approved
of by the Governor, who in his speech to the legislature ad-
verted to the unfavorable disposition of America towards
Great-Britain. He complimented them on the capture of
the Island of Martinique, and the battle of Talavera, which
had torn from the French that characterof invincibility they
imagined themselves to have possessed in the opinion of the
world. He recommended a renewal of such acts as might
enable the executive government more effectually to dis-
charge its duty, in guarding against dangers which could
scarcely be remedied by the common course of law. He
called their attention to the practice of forging foreign
bank bills, which, from the want of a remedy i the pre-
sent code of penal laws, had of late, grown to a very dan-
gerous extent, to the prejudice of the noighbmzring States
of America: as well as to our own subjects.  With respect
to the question which had led to the dissolution of the pre-
ceding Assembly, he observed, ¢ that during the two
¢ last Sessions, the question of theexpediency of the exclu-
““sion of His Majesty’s Judges of the Court of King's
¢ Bench, from a seat in the House of Representatives had
““been much agitated ; that this question rested on the de-
*“sire of precluding the possibility of the existence of a bias

) “ on

¥ Among the arbitrary measures which characterize the times, the di-mic-
sal of the Solicitor General, James Stuart, Esquire, from his Office, with-
out any other ostensible reason than his independent conduct as a Member
of the House of Assembly is not the least rema He wassncceed-
et by Stephen Sewell Esquire, an Advocate at !

v

nireal,

Ciap.

N
1809,
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“ on the minds of persons exercising functions in_those
¢ Courts, from their being under the necessity of soliciting
¢ the votes of individuals, on whose persons or property,
¢ they might afterwards have to decide. \\_"lmtm‘cr (said
¢ he) might be my own opinion on the subject, I never-
¢ theless hold the right of choice in the }J(_x)plq, and
¢ that of being chosen by them in too high estimation o
“ have taken upon myself, had the question ever come
¢ before me, the responsibility of giving His Majesty’s assent
 to the putting limits to either, by the exclusion of amy
¢ class of his subjects ; and they are rights, of which it is ins
¢ possible to suppose they could be deprived by any other
¢ authority than that of the concurrence of the three bran=
“ ches of the legislature. That the channel in which
¢ flows the current of public justice, should be pure and
% free from every, the slightest contamination is too essen=
¢ tial to the happiness of the people, nocto be interesting
“ to a government which has solely that object in view,
¢ and 1t is little less necessary to that happiness, that theré
¢ should not exist in the minds of the people a doubt on
¢ the subject. In this latter view, (he observed) I have
¢ thought that the early disposal of the question may be
¢ of utility, and therefore, in recommending the subject ta
¢ your consideration, I have to add, that having received
¢ His Majesty’s pleasure upon it, 1 shall feel myself wars
¢ ranted m giving his royal assent, to any proper bill for
¢ rendering His Majesty’s Judges of the Courts of King’s
¢ Bench, i future, ineligible to a seat in the House of As-
¢ sembly, in which the two houses may concur.”

o

This speech, far from conciliating, tended to inflame the
Commons, who construed it into an avowal of precipitancy
and error in dissolving the last Parliament;, and it was
surmised by many, that the Governor had incurved the dis-
pleasure of ministers by the exercise of the royal prerogas
tive in dissolving the late Assembly. This impression ems
boldened the members still indignant at the late dissolutiom
The first measure of the House was to pass a reselution :
¢ that every attempt of the executive government and of the
¢ other branches of the legislature against this House, whe
¢ ther in dictating or censuring its proceedings, or in ape
¢ proving the conduct of one part of its members, and dis-
 approving the conduct of the others, is a violation of the
‘f statute by which this House is constituted: a breach of
“ the privileges of this House against which it canmot for-
¢ bear
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&-bear objecting : and a dangerous attack upon the rights
& and liverties of His Majesty’s subjects’in this province.”
This resolution was aimed at the conclusion of the Govers
nor’s speech at the late dissolution,

The discussion of the civil list was taken up by the
House, and it was maintained that the province was now
capable of relieving the mother country of this burthen,
which the majority plausibly urged, would inevitably, at
no very remote period devolve upon the province with
accumulated weight. To anticipate the charge would
therefore prove & saving to the province, The minority afiects
ed to discover a deep design in the measure, and oppesed it
with some warmth. The idea of levying additionalrevens
ues to the amount offifty thousand pounds (as it was report=
ed with a view of marring the measure) startled the country

eople, who, on the other hand, were instructed that the
House of Assembly having the provincial revenues at their
disposition, would, in the event, retrench a number of pen=-
sions, and by that means considerably diminish the publie
expence. A vesolution was passed by the House, that thie pro-
vince was able to supply funds for the payment of the civil
List, and loyal addresses were drawn up to the King, Lords
and Commons of Great Britajn. In these, the House expres-
sed a sense of the many {avours the colony had experienced
fromihie benelficence of the mother country, and of theloyalty
and prosperity of the province, by which it was enabled to
take upon itself’ the charge of the civil expenditure of the
roverniment ; a step to which they had been particularly in-
fluenced by reason of the long and expensive war, wherein
Great-Britain had been, and still was engaged for the come
mon protection of every branch of her extensive empire:
The House of Assembly presented these addresses to the
Goyernor, requesting he would be pleased to lay them be-
fore his Majesty’s nunisters for the purpose of submitting
them to the King, Lords and Commons of Gireat-Britain,

In answer to their request the Governor ebserved, that
the addresses were somewhat novel, and required reflec-
tion.  That the constitutional usage of Parliament recognis-
ed by the wisdom of the House of Commons, of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, forbad all steps on the part of the people tos
wards grants of money which were not recommended by

the erown, and althoush by the same parllamentary usage
all grants do osiginate 1n e Lower House ; yet, that they
L2 wer
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were ineffectual without the concurrence of the Upper House#
that no precedent existed to his knowledge of adresses (o
the House of Lords, or House of Commons, separately by
a single branch of a colonial legislature : that for these reas
sons, he conceived the addresses to be unprecedented, im«

erfect in form, and founded upon a resolution of the
House of Assembly, which, until sanctioned by the cons
currence of the Legislative Council, must be ineffectual 3
except as a spontaneous offer on the part of the {‘uiqnmns‘of
Canada. That he regretted he could not take upon himself'to
transmit these addresses to his Majesty’s ministers, impressed
as he was with a sense of his duty, and added thatthe minis-
ters were not the regular organ of communication with the.
House of Commons, unless by his Majesty’s command. He
concluded however, by informing them that on the present oc-
occasion, he thoughtit right to transmit to the King this testi-

mony of the good disposition, gratitude and generous intenti-

ons of his subjects in the pro\'i:;(‘n of Lower Canada. He said
he thought it right also, that his Majesty by their own act,
should be formally apprised of the ability, and of the vo-
Inntary pledge and promise, which the ]])(‘npl'e of this pro-
vince by this address, had given to his Majesty, to pay the
civil expenditure of the province when required so to do.
¥For these reasons he engaged to transmit their address to
the King. He observed that their zeal for the welfare of
his Majesty’s government, deserved from him every mark
of acknowledgment, and he regretted that any circumstan-
ces should have compelled him to express himself on the
subject in a way that might carry with it, an appearance,
however little intended, of opposing any check to the mani=
festation of the sentiments under which he was persuads
ed they had been actuated,

The appointment of a colonial agent in England, had
been contemplated by the late House of Assembly. and
the subject was again taken into consideration in the pre=
gent session, but without effect. The advantages propos-
ed by this measure, were, a regular and direct intercourse
between the House of Assembly and the Commons of
Great Britain, and a check upon the executive of the co-
lony. A bill to this intent was framed, but did not arrive
at maturity, The expedience of providing in future for the
payment of the, members of the House of Assembly dur-
mg their attendance at the Sessions w as also discyssed, bug

this
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' ghis measure, which with certain modifications might heve
been judicious, was however, successfully opposed.

In the mean time a bill for rendering Judges ineligible
to seats in the House of Assembly was drawn up, and
baving passed below, was transmitted to the Upper House.
Here the bill was amended by the introduction of a clause
postponing the period at which it should take effect, until
the expiration of the present Parliament, the Judge whom
we have already had occasion to mention, having been re-
turned as a member at the lateelections. The House in-
dignant at the amendment, and resolved at all hazards to
expel the Judge before the amendment was disposed of)

passed a resolution ‘ That P. A. De Boune, being one of

the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, could not sit
nor vote in that-House,”” and declared his seat vacant. This
measure brought things to a crisis and placed the Go-
vernor in a dilemma. To acquiesce with the House in this
instance, would have been a relinquishment of the princi-
les which the Governor had hitherto maintained and pub-
ished at the opening of the session, at once inconsistent
with himself and with the dignity of his pest. On the
ether hand, asecond dissolution of the House, he was
sensible, must be attended with much public inconvenience
and engender discontent. He however determined on the
latter, and (on the 26th of February) went down to the
Council chamber with the usual solemnities, and sent a
message to the House of A
diate attendance at the bar. The Members with the Speak-
er, in obedience to the message, procecded to the Council
chamber, where he nformed them, ihat he had come down
“for the purpose of proroguing the Parliament, and that
upon a mature consideration of the circumstances which
had taken place, he had determined again to refer to the
sense of the people by an immediate dissolution.

mbly requiring their imme-

“ Whatever (said he) might be my personal wishes, or
however strong might be my desive that the
ness ghould suffer no interruption, 1 feel that on this o=
casion, nothing is lefpi to my discretion. It hLas been
rendered impossible {ur e to ace otherwise, than intne
way I am proposing.”

ublic busis

[
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¢ The House of Assembly have taken upon the
£ without the paytic pation of the other branches ai the
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“ legiclature, to pass a vote, that a Judge of His ngeﬁ
; Lourt of King’s Bench cannot sit nor vote in theip

W v House.

4C AV,

“ However I might set aside the personal feelings which
¢ would not be unnatnral in me, as to the mode m which
 this transaction has been conducted towards myselfy
 there is another and infinitely higher consideration as
“ rises out of it, which I must not overlook.

“ It is impossible for me to consider what has been
done in any other light, than as a direct violation of an
act of the Imperial Parliament : of that Parliament
which conferred on you the constitution to which you
proiess to owe your present prosperity ; nor <an I do o=
therwise than consider the House of Assembly as  have
ing unconstitutionally disfranchised a large portion of lug
Majesty’s subjects, and rendered ineligible by an authos
rity which they do not possess, angther not inconsiders
able class of the community.”

144
14
(13
€<
€

¢ Such an assumption I should at any rate feel myself

bound by every tie of duty to opposé: but in conses
quence of the expulsion of the member for the county
of Quebec, a vacancy in the representation of that county
has been declared, and it would be necessary that a new
vwrit should issue for the election of another members
that writ would be, to besigned by me. (Gentlemen (said he,
with warmth and emphasis) I cannot, dare not render
myself a partaker in the violation of an act of the fma
perial Parliament, and I know no other way by which §
can avoid becoming so, but that which I am pursuing,™®

144
[41
<<
114
€<

. Whenwe met I folt much satisfaction in the conscious-

ness _uf'inwing taken such steps as I thought most likely ta
facilitate, indeed I thought would do away every pu.urinie
objection to ameasure that seemed to be wished for, and
that in itself’ met my entire concurrence: but the only
objection that can I think exist in the mind of any reas
sonable man.to the eligibility of the Judges, arises from
the possible effect.that may be produced by the necessity
them under, of soliciting . the votes of the elecs

well grounded objection can be offered to
theirssittme in the House en they are

b the contrarvy, their taients and sup

| 44
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& verider them highly useful, and were it not for other ton-
¢ giderations highly desirable members. I cannot but ex-
€ ceedingly lament, that a measure which I consider asbes
¢ neficial to the country should not have taken eifcet,
¢ The people however in the disappointment of their ex-
$¢ pectations will do me the justice to.acquit me of being
& the cause of it, as they must equally acquit e of’ being
§¢ the cause that so little of the public business has been
¢ domne.”

On his entrance and departare from the Council cham-
ber, the Governor was cheered by the populace, friendly
to, his measures, with loud and repeated acclamations,
while the crest-tallen members and their friends retired
with silent indignation. The Governor’s military promp-
titude, which they considered incivil afiairs as verging uj n
despotism, again overreached their expectations and the
canadian public (a very great majority of the population)
universally expressed their resolution of re-electing the late
members, with injunctions to persevere in the same mea-
sures. So strongly were they preposessed of the opinion,
that the Governor, influenced by his favorite, only wished
o screen him from the ignominy of an expulsion.

Upon a cool survey of the questions that led to the mis-
understanding between the Governor and the House of As-
sembly, we may at this late period be indulged in the as-
sertion, that the situation of the Governor was critical and
trying in the extreme ; and itis diflicult to conceive, how
he could otherwise have consistently extricated himself
from the embarrassing dilemma, into which he had been
urged.

Afier the disselution, studied addresses prepared by a-
gents of the administration, flowed in upon the Governor
from all quarters. The city and county of Quebec, the
city of Montreal, the town of Three-Rivers, and the Bo-
rough of Wiiliam Henry, and the counties of Warwick
and Orleans, were conspicuous on the occasion. The late
members assisted by their friends, in the mean time, ex-
erted themselves diligently to secure their elections. Songs
adapted to the vulgar taste, and calculated to rouse the
public spirit were composed and circulated, the Cana-
dien teemed with harangues, addresses and observations
on the occurrences of the day, and the measuves of the exe-

eutive;
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€rar. cutive;*while on'the other hand, the discovery of cabals and
?; I plans of insurrection and rebellion, were mysteriously whis-
! h ¥ pered among the minions of the administration. At one mo-

A810.  ment it was ramoured that the french minister in America
had supplied large sums in gold, to promote the views of the
seditious in Canada ; at another, that the whole of his cor-
respondence had been intercepted by some confidential as
gents of our government. These reports, though utterly
groundless, and held in contempt by the adverse party as
the fabrications of intriguing sycophants, were nevers
theless, evidently intended to prepare the public mind for
some eventful crisis.

* Of the many anonymous productions published at the period, one ad=
dressed to the public in a flying sheet of the Canadien signed 1" Ami Sin-
e¢re, excited much attention, and created uneasiness in the mind of the Go=
vernor, whbo it seems made up his mind, from the moment of its appear<
Buce to seize tho Canadion Pregs.~=-Scc Appendix Letter A,

CHAP: |
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CHAPTER IT.

" E approach a Pormd in the annals of the colony,

upon which, from the contrariety of publicopinion
asto the measures by which it is characterised, we enter
with diffidence and respect. The storm that had been
gathering for some time, was now ready to burst. The
elections were approaching, and the executive seemed de-
termined to strike a blow, that would crush all s‘!iri‘ of
opposition in the people, ‘Lml awe their leaders into si=
lence and submission.

On the 17th day of March, a party of soldiers headed
bva magistrate ane d two constables, proceeded to the (-
nadien })Illltlun‘ Office in Quebee, under the sanction of
the executive, \\'h(“v having forcibly seized the press, and
the whole of the papers of every (im(‘nptiuﬂ found in the
house, they conveyed them from thence to the wvaults of
the Court-House. The printer of the Canadien w as ap-
prehended, and after examination before the council, was
committed to prison. The guards in the mean time were
strengthened, and patroles were sent in all directions
thlonu‘h the city, 4s if an immediate and universal insar
leclmn of the mr‘plo had been expected. The public stiuc!
at these appearances of unusual precaution, remained in
silence an 1 kl‘“]h"\(f'; while the !iir'{‘;-\'t"ﬁ_‘- of 1:[‘115 ('1' ]
and conspiracics, was confidently asserted; and an offi
p:mnullrnnmz of some deep laid conspiracy was anxio ;-'--
expected. The Montreal courier was detatned beyond the
usual time, with a view, as it was pretended, of prevent-
ing any report of the measnres resorted to, until ‘the ex-
}IE‘CI.(?d discoveries were made. Three successive davs were
occupiod by the magistrates and crown officers in examin-
ing the old papers s | at the Cunadien Prir
fite.  On the 19th of March, three canadian o
of distinction * wmp:im‘.n‘-ha-n(‘.v:l by a warrant
three Members of the Executive Council and cast in
prison. Three othersin the district of Monuwreal + shared

Acl!

¥ Messieurs Redard, Blavchet and Taschercaw, members of the laté
House of Assembly.

+ MessienrsLaforee, (Notary Publie;) Papineauvof Chambly, ard Corb.
of Isle Jesis,
}‘ thy
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the same fate, under the indefinite charge of being guiley
of treasonable practices. These commitments were made
under an annnal act, intituled, “ An Act for the better pres
¢ servation of his Majesty’s Government,” which, from
the measures now related, fell into di: pute, and was not
renewed after the present administration. No information of
any importance resulted from the search made among the
papers seized with the press, but the hasty imprisonment of
three reputable citizens, gave some colour to the tales of
intended insurrection that were artfully circulated, and it
was generally understood, that government were in full
possession of all the eircumstances of the sutlwposod con-
spiracy. There is however to this day, no satisfactory proof
before the public of the slightest plan to subvert the go-
vernment ; and the reader, in the absence of even the
lightest grounds to create such a presumption, as well as
from the enlargement of the prisoners withoutany trial, is lefi
to judge, whether, theextraordinary and mysterious procecds
ings resorted to on the occasion, were the result of well
grounded apprehension of public’ commotion, or merely to
colour an act, which otherwise, cannot but be considered
as an exertion of power.

On the 21st of March, the Governor issued a proclamas
tion, unigue in its kind, and somewhat Verging on romance,
n it he admonishes the canadian subjects to beware
of the arts (without furnishing any proot’ of their exiss
tence) employed by designing men, to mislead them. He
expatiates on the benevolence of the mother country to-
wards the colony, and on the paternal solicitude of s So-
vereign and himself, for the promotion of its welfare. He
descants upon the tales respecting himself, which he is in-
formed have been circulated with a view to influence and
deceivethe people: and thus vehemently apestrophizes the sup-
posed authors of them, ¢ base and daring fabricators of
¢ falsehood: on what partor actof my life do you found such
* agsertions ? Canadians, ask of those to whom Vou forms
¢ erly looked with attention and respect: ask the heads
¢ of your church who have opportunities of knowing me.
¢ These are men of honor and knowledge ¢ These are men
¢ from whom you onght to seek for information and advice:
the leaders of faction : the demagogues of a party, as
sociate not with me: they cannot know me. # :

-

L4

[
~ =

The earnest spirit which flows through this production,
shews

# See Appendix B.
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shews the determination with which he intended toper- Cuar,
severe in his measures, as they were evidently the result ofa it
conscientious conviction on Ais mind of their e Xpedience, e/
at this crisis. Messengers were dispatched in all directions  1810.

throustout the Province to distribute copies of the pro-
ciamation: and the sound of insurrection and rebellion in
Canada, went abroad, and was echoed round the world,
at & period which does not even afford the solitary in-
stance of a trial, much less a conviction, of a sinzle indi-
vidual in thvmlom,, for treason orsedition. The (,mrr, were
summoned to support the administration on the present oc-
casion, and the proclamation, in obedience to the wish of
the execuilve, was published in_some instances,. in the
church, during divine service, m others at the church
ducn' after its conelnsion. [t was confidently vx‘iu,'-cfe'd by

iml\lx(. that his fu>1‘-i~1:i|) the Catholic Bishop of Qne=
bl ¢, would on (Sundav) the day H‘l'({(i{l]\" the issue of
the proclamation. give a discourse '-vn. )le o the occasion,
A% cager muluitude pressed into  the Cathedial, but tley
were disappointed. l he zealots took umbrage at the seein=
iny indiiference of the worthy Prelate. le Cath mi al vas
on the Sunday following again crowded: the proclamation
was read, and his Lordsh iup delivered to some [HU 1sands of
§pectators an able and ampressive discourse, suited to the
chnphxiun of the times : He adverted \\lLll becoming
spn it, to the hasty zeal, which had mdtced some to con-
deiin the supineness of the Clergy, who, he observed, were
n 55 1 lous and mstructed in their duty towards
theur Sovel vat the period of the revolution of the
neighbouring colonies, when the fidelity of the canadian
Catholic Clergy bad been irre tragably established.  He ex«
pounded \\uh clearness and |ntu sion, . the dutes of a
subject aitd a clinistian, in the salittary submission (o' the

.l'w.'

laws, and to the constituted authorities of the land. Fiom
the state of the public mind at this juncture, the dificulty
of rveconciling parties, heated by a series of elections inwop
that political animosity incidental to free governments, 1s
easjly concejved,

.('

The Chief Justice at the opening of the Criminal Ses-
sions in March, in delivering his charge to the Grand Jury,
calledtheir attention to the tendenc Yy of the occurrences, l'!_:'.
had given room to the Muu(m atjon, which he read ou the

occasion,  The Grand Juory in answer to his speech, drey
up an address’ o the L.u:n,. in, which they ammadveried
(=] il &
D2 strong
s R e ——
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Cr an. strongly upon certain numbers of the Canadien, and othes
¥ II. produciions issuing from that press, as (lalxlagermts to the
I b % peice and security of the colony. They in like manner exs
=‘ 1810,  pressed their displeasure at divers productions in the Quea

bec Mercury caleulated to excite jealousy and (1i.:=t1'1153‘t in

the minds of his Majesty’s canadian subjects, leaving it to
5 the wisdom of the court to adopt such measures th(;l'f‘ﬂpcq
: ht be found expedient; and concluded by Lllﬁciiwn-
ish to encroach upon the genuine freedom of the
press, but that the abuse of this inestimable privilege,
Which could only tend to a subversion of order, was the
gubject of their animadversion, ¥

1

s Bench to obtain a Habeas Corpus for one of the
cntlemen detained in prison, under suspicion of treasonas
io practices, The failure of this application left no alter=

native to the ‘prisoners, who were left to pine in solitary

¢onfinement, until the Gavernor should be pleased to bring
them to trial, or release them. In July following, one of
the gentlemen confined in the jail at Quebec, became seri-
ously ill from length of confinement, and was released by
the Council : another ‘was also shortly after released from
the same cause: and the printer was in the month of Au-
gust, also turned out of prison. They however, previous

’ to their enlargement, gave security to appear to answer such

# bill of indictment as might be afterwards found against

i them : a precaution probably intended ‘to save appearan-
: ces. no bill having ever afterwards been presented by the

crown officers ; nor does it appear that the Governor at

any time seriously intended to risk the test of a verdict

upon their guilt or innocence, which in the event of an
o acquittal, must have covered the administration with ig-
! nominy,

In April, an ineffectual effort was made in the Court of

The September Session of the criminal court elapsed
without any attention to the prisoner remaining in cons
fimement,+ who solicitous for a trial, had repeatedly refuss

83 ‘ el with manly resolution a precarions enlargement,
‘i withont the opportunity of vindicating his reputation by

the verdict of a jury. “He maintained with inflexible per-
severance, the integrity of his conduct and political opi=
mions, and disclaimed the imputation of treason or disaf
fection (o the person or government of his Sovereign and
| i the

i Y * Thi: presensment has (perhaps unjustly) heen reproached as an act of
| ! Cowardly compliance with power, + Me, Bodard,
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! ghe stern Viceroy himself has been heard to expressan Cuaw,
ivoluntary esteem for the consistency of his conduct, 1.
: t?® g
| The period at which we are arrived has been sarcastical- ~ iB10.

Iy termed the reign of terror. The peremptory measurcs
of the Governor struck the opposition with dis X
but thougii he had suppressed, yet lie had not effectually
subdued the spirit of the people. "The elections for the
new Parliament took place in April, and the late mems
bers again prevailed, almost universally throughout the
province,

TTiek Y

The Judge upon whose account the present difficuls

ties had originated, under the prospect of being called to

, the Legislative Council, did not present himself as a can-

didate in the county he had recently represented. He how-

, ever was not afterwards called to the Legislative Council

, @s he expected ; and we are left to conjecture, whether he

, declined his re-election through a fallacious promise from

( the "administration to that purpose, in order to induce

. him to retive, and by that means put an end to all strifg

with the Assembly on his account, or whether disgnsted,

with the intrigues and animosity of the times, he consulied
his tranquillity by a voluntary retirement.

A pause ensued, in which all parties seemed desirons of
yepose from the fruitless contest in which they had been

engaged. The prisoners confined at Montreal, whe v
had suffered all the inconveniencies and discomfores 8

damp and unhealthy prison, and the severity of a surly ja
tor, were successively released. One of them* is said to have
died of illness contracted duaring his imprisonment. The
Governor in the mean time turned his attention to the 1m-
provement of the interior of the province, as well as to
the cities.of Quebec and Montreal ; to which he appoint-
ed chairmen to presidein the Courts of quarter sessions,
with annual slipcncls. He caused a road to he d
from St. Giles, in the vicinity of Quebec, to the township
of Shipton, near the provincial boundary line: a distance
of upwards of sixty miles, by a detachment of tro
which afforded a short and easy comm
dustrious settlers in the new towns
market.

B
unication for the -
ps, with the Quebec

The pew Parliament met at Quecbee on the I9th of De-

®Mr, Corbeili
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cember - 1810, and the House of Assembly having re-es
lected their former Speaker. the Governor after again ape
proving of their choice, informed them by his speec )
\ i610.  * that as he had never doubted the loyalty and zeal of the
¢ gseveral Parliaments which he had occasion to meet sinte
¢ he assumed the administration of the government of the
¢ province: so he relied with equal assurance, that he would
 not fail to experience the same principles in that which
“ he was then addressing ; and that in the contident ex=
¢ pectation that they were ammated by the best intentiong
¢ to promote the interests of his Majesty’s government, and
& the welfare of his people; he should look for the happy
“ elfects of such a disposition in the tenor of their delis
“ berations and the dispatch of the public business.”

-~

¢ 1 desire to call your attention (said he) .to the tema
porary act for the better preservation of his Majesty’s
government, as by law happily established in thisprovince,
and to that for estabiishing r ilationsrespecting allens., of
; certain subjects of his Majesty who have resided 1n France,
& : No chiange has taken place in the state of the public.aijais
that can warrant, a departure from those precantions and
that vigilance which have hitherto induced ali the branciies
of the Legislature to consider these acts asnece sary. fw
saying that they are important to the interests of his Ma-=
lesty’s government, you will not, I am confiient, for a
moment suppose, that I mean to diyide these ftom the
* Interests of the public ¢ they are inseparable. The pres
servation of his Majesty’s government is the safety o, che
¢ province, and its security 1s the only safeguard to the Pl
¢ bhe tranquillity.  Under these considerations I cannog
¢ therefore but recommend them, together with the act 11ke
ing temporary provisions for the regulation of trade be-
' ¢ tween tis province and the United States, to your i1rsg
| ¢ and immediate consideration.”

"

“ He intreated them to believe, that he should have great
satisfaction in clllm;llmg that harmopny and good under=

| ek :-'LII“.?T.“H;'_'\' which must be so conducive to the prosperity
’ ¢ and happiness of the colony, and that he should most
¢ readil wiully eoneur in every measure which

veth ose, tending to promote those 1ipor=

‘ tant objects » concluded by observing “ that the

k| : rule of his conduet was to discharge his duty to his

\ ” " " + 165 . a
DOVErcign vy u coustant attention to the welfare of his
sube
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% subjects which were committed to his charge, and that
* he felt these objects to be promoted by a strict adher-
“ ence to the laws and to the principles of the constirution,
“ and by maintaining in their just balince the
% privileges of every branch of the legislature,”

hts and

Immediately afier delivering his speech, he sent a mes-
sage to the House by a member of the Executive Council,
intimating that Mr. Bedard, returned to serve as a member
for the county of Sarrey, was detained in the common jail
for the district of Quebee, under a warrant of three mems-
bers of his Majesty’s Executive Council. by virtue of the
act ‘ for the better ]n’v%:'l'\alti(m of his \-rujcw[y's FOVern-
 ment as by law happily established in this 1)1")\']1\1'(-," for
treasonable practices. It was evident from the tenor of
the Governor’s H]Ji't'c]!, and hLis subsequent message to the
House, that the renewal of this unpopular act would be
insisted upon by the admimstration at all hazards. The
sentiments of the majority of the House were without donbt,
entirely averse to the recent measures of the administra~
tion. To renew the obnoxious act would be at once an un-
equivocal admission on their part, of its expedience, and
of the l)l‘tnlll‘i(‘l_\' of 1ts recent !)1}(’|‘.l!i(]l]_ On the other
hand, a refusal might embroil them more than ever with
the executive, and result in consequences fatal to the tran-
quillity of the colony. The example of the two preced-
ing parliaments was still fresh in their memory, and the
inflexible consistency of (Governor’s character nad over-
come the firmness of the House. Theyobserved in their ad-
dress to the Governor, in answer to his speech ¢ that they
concurred with his Excellency, that no change had taken
place in the public aflairs abroad, that would warrant an
alteration of the provisions of the provincial temporary act,
which provided for the better preservation of his Majesty’s

overnment; vet that they thought it their duty to mform
ﬁis Excellency, that the fears and apprehensions which
prevailed u[nohg a great number ol" his Ma t_y‘.s lc)_mf_ :z:a_;i
faithful subjects in consequence of the execution ‘of thia
act, would demand their serious consideration before they
conld determine if its continnation in the whole of its
present form and tenor, would insure that confidence be-
tween his Majesty’s government and his subjects in Ca-
nada, which is the sateguard of the former, and of the in-
terests of the public, in themselves inseparable.” They hows
ever pledged themselves that the present act and that res

ecting
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4
CHAr. specting aliens, would become the object of their most seris
I1. ous consideration “fully convinced (said they) that it
& the most serious wish of your Excellency to cultivate
A510.  that harmony and good understanding which is so condus
cive to the prosperity and happiness of the colony, we shal
cheerfully concur in any measure tending to promote those
mmportant objects ; objects (they observed) more difficult to
be obtained in this province than in any other of his Mas
Jesty’s colonies, from the difference in opinions, custom$
and prejudices of his Majesty’s subjects residing therein,
We reflect with pain on the efforts which are made to
fepresent in false colours. and in a measure wide of truthy
the opinions and sentiments of the different classes of hij
Majesty’s subjects in Canada. Following your Excellency's
example, let every onefulfil his duty to our august Sovereign
by an unremitting attention to the interests and the happi-
ness of his subjects in this colony, and he will feel that a
strict adherence to the laws and principles of the constis
tution, and a firm support of the equal rights and prins
ciples of every branch of the legislature, are the means of
securing to his Majesty’s subjects, the full and entire en=
Joyment of their liberty, religious opinions, and proper-
ty, and which cannot be more perfectly confirmed to theni
than by the fice constitution, which it has pleased his
most gracious Majesty and his Parliament to grant té

this province.”

Words can scarcely imply a more direct disapproval of
the recent measures of the (1?0\'81'“01‘, who felt the force of
their reflections, and replied ina way which left no room
i their minds to doubt of his earnest resolution to proses
eute the renewal of the act in question. He returned theni
bis acknowledgments for the sentiménts of loyalty, and
the good intentions to promote the interests of his Majesty’s
government, and the welfare of their fellow subjects, exa
pressed in their address. ¢ I shall at all times (said he) re-
* ceive with attention any information or advice that theé
* House of Assembly may think proper to convey to me :
% in the present instance, however, I feel myself called on
% to observe, thatmy information of the state of the pros
* vince does not warrant that which you say you think if
* your duty to giveme, of the existence of foars and ap-
* prehensions, with relation to the execution of the ack
* for the better preservation of his Majesty’s government,
* av least as applied to the people in general. If such
“ ﬁyam
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¢ date the subsiding of the ferment that then exis

Sk James Hexry Crale,

fears and 11]1|nvhr*|1-inn- exist, are they not confine
those who are ‘aware of the possil )illl\ of them il\-'\’
(mm.]_,_( obnoxious to the operation of" the act? the voicé
of such will be alwavs loud ; and may not their clamour
have misled vou to suppose them more numerous lmn
I suppose the y really are? But with recard to thé
good people of the Provitce, [ am so far from thinking
t‘nl they feel any ay l”" ensions on the subjeet, that I
ed i
the restoration of the calm that has since prevailed a-
mong them, precisely fiom ‘thie moment at wlic e
execution of that act took place. Similar means to those
formerly employed might .a\ un revive the one and dis~
turb the other, and none perhaps would be more eliec-
tual for the purpose then mrusing amongst them the

h';n's and apprehensions to which yon have alluded.
Simple and uninstructed as they are however W
trust to their od sense for its being found d o

) 4
shake their confidence in His Majesty’s Government, be-

cause they find it exercising for their protection  the
means with which it-is mL|u~ml by Law, or because
thev see that Government armed with the power and
!'1—‘;14.|.\' to step forward should it become sary to
crush the arts of faction or to meet the machinations of
treason.  Viewing your Address in the light of an ans-
wer to my speech, 1 must remark that 1 have been mis-
understood in it.

neces

1

and good unde: g which I ex-
pu'swd myself desirous of cultivating, was that harmony
and understanding between me and the other
i)rlnchc'a of the Legislature \\Inu\ must be so ((}Il(llllln
to the Pl()‘-]){lll\ and happiness of f the Colo Wher

as 1 percerve you have .qmln'l the expression more ge-
nerally to the existence of these p'mu' les i the communi-
ty at lnlge‘. This would be no otherwise of

standing

=il
I'he harmony

l“{l")({

con ~\"{“( nce

than as ithas furnished you with the e opportus ity of bring-
ing forward a sentiment in which I desire most cordiaily
and truly to express my entire concurrence. i shall

join widh yon in feeling pain in every mstanee in which
the passions of any one part of His Maijesty’s sub
shall lead them to represent mn ¢

manner wide of truth the opint

}
e 3
false colou ana 1mn a

sand

entinents o

part of their fellow subjects.  Without any re o
example, let every one as vou say do his duty to thc W
B o and
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¢ and to the Public, and as you express yourselves aware
¢ of the greater difficulty that exists in this PI'O_\'mL‘e in
“ the attainment of the important object in question, so |
‘ confidently trust I shall find you on all occasions exerts
“ ing with advantage the superior opportunity which i
afforded you by your sitnation as representatives of the
people for promoting and cultivating those triue princis
ples of affection and attachment that may unite us ass
free and happy people.”

~ e
~ o~

L}

-~

¢

-~

This sarcastic reply of the Governor nettled the House
but they were too well acquainted with his firmness to pros
ceed to extremes on so nice a point. The acts vecom-
mended by the Governor were first introduced and passed
in the Legislative Council, from whence they were sent
down to the Lower House, where they passed with unusual
speed, although the detention of one of their members in Pyis
son was the cause of much murmur and disgust. This
obnoxious act was therefore reluctantly continued with &
salvo (an amendment introduced into the Bill by die
Lower House) of the Rights and Privileges of either
House, and of the Members of the Provincial Legislature;
it being thereby provided that no Member of either House
should be imprisoned or detained during the sitting of
Parliament, until the matter of which he stood suspected
were first communicated to the House of which he ight
be a member, and the consent of that House obtained for
his commitment or detention. It was obvious that the
Assembly in this instance yielded to the menacing tone of
the administration who must have been conscious from
the recent exercise of thisact for the  better preservation of
His Majesty’s Government’’ and the reluctance with which
it was continued for another year, that its total extinetion
could not be a remote occurrence. The Government nots
withstanding this clause in theact, still persisted in de
taining the member in confinement during the Session
w.itllmut affording him the means of Jjustifying himself by a
trial. i

. A Bill to disqualify Judges from being elected and taks
mng a seat in the House of A ssembly was introduced, and
having met the concurrence of both Houses received the
Roval Sanction. This subject of strife being disposed of,
business was carried on with dilizence and dispatch, and
some very useful laws were enacied in the course of the
Session.




Sir James Hexry Crare. N

Bossion. The Governor was in the mean time notified of
his removal from the colonial Government in pursuance (it

Cuar,
1r.

was said) of his ownrequest. On the 21st March he proro- ™/

gued the Parliament, and as his speech on the occasion, is
the best testimony to which we can resort for his own
opmion on the character of the times, and of his adminis=
tration, we insert a part of it in his own words.

¢ Among the Acts to which I have declared his Majesty’s
Assent, there is one which 1 have seen with pvculm satisfacs
tion. | mean the Act for disqualifyng the Judges from holds
ing a seat in the House of’ Assembly. 1t is not only that [
think the measure right in itself, butthat I consider the pass

sing an Act for the purpose, as a complete renuneciation of

the erroncous principle, the acting upon which, putme uns
#ler the necessity of dissolving the last Parliament.

“Gentlemen, you are now about to return to your homes;
#nd o mix again in the common mass of your fellow citis
feins: let me entreat youto reilect upon the good that may

#rtse trom vourr efforts to inculeate those true principies of

recularity and submission to the laws, that can alone give

ty to that degree of happiness which is attainable in
the present state of society. - Your Provinee is in an unex-
ﬂllllllll‘ti progress of prosperity : l"lt"h‘t'.% are ]lnlll‘ing v npon
the people, but their attendant evils, luxury and lll-‘-.l;l-
¢ion, will mmevitably acconipany them: the danger of these
is too well known, to require that I should detain you, by

“enlarging upon it: it will demand all the efforts of religion,
and of the magistracy, with the scarcely less powerful in-
fluence of example and of advice in the well dizposed and
better informed, to counteract their effects, to preserve thie
public morals from sudden relaxation, and, finally, to bar
the entry to crime and depravity.

i A laroe mu,tni country, hitherto little known, has been
opened to you: its inhabitants ave imdustrious and intelli-
gent, and l'u‘\' cultivate their lands with a pmd 1Ictive enefs

Y, woll caleitlated to encrease the resources of the (ukmv
fmt them not on these grounds be objects of envy, or of
Tousy: rather let them be examples, to be carefully watc
and imitated, ’till, in the whole province, no other diitet-
erice of fertility shall appear, but what may arise from va-
viety of suil, or difference of climate,

E 2 €« And
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t ; ¢ And now, gentlemen, I have only further to recoramend
ﬂ{ Il part of the session, you yourselves -ef»().l;
;: L™ my  Oceasion toobserve on the di ity ol the task, you \‘.;%l

i814, i}‘.'.:pﬂfz'm:‘.u:'_\‘ exert your best endeayours to do away aill

mistrust and animosity from among yourselves ;:—while these
ave siflered to remain, all exertion for the public goad musg

No bar can exist to a cordial union—religiong

diferences present none— intolerance 1s not the dispos
sition of the present times—and, living under one governs
ment, enjoying equally its protection and its fostering carg
kindness and benevolence, all
others will be fbund to be ideal. 1 am earnest in this ags
vice, gentlemen. It is probably the last lezacy of a yeiy
incere well-wisher, who, 3f he lives to reach the presence
of hiz Sovereign, would indeed present himself with the
proud certainty of obtaining his approbation, if he could
conclude his report of his administration, with saying: |
found. Sire, the portion of youy subjects that you commits
ted to my charge, divided among themselves, viewing each

I the mutual mmtercourse gi

Bl

R other with mistrust and jealousy, and animated, as they
2 supposed, by separate interests. I left them, Sire, cordi
iz ally united, in the bonds of reciprocal esteem and confis

i dence, and rivalling each other only in affectionate attachs
Z, ment to your Majesty’s government, and in generous exefs
tions for the public good.”

- - In this, as wellas in his former speeches to the legislature

we find thesentiments of'a man of [rankness and of character,

Although he is thought by many to have been under the

- anfinence of a party, he was certainly unconscious of it, ag

nothing appears to have been more despicable in his mind
than party intrigue,

Shortly after the prorogation of Parliament the prison
door was left open to the member in confinement, with-
oul any explanation of the cause of his imprisonment, ‘orof
the motives of his enlargement. By some, his release wa
attributed to orders from his Majesty’s ministers to that ef

L feci; by others to a conviction in the mind of the Govers

4 nor of his innocence, or at least, of his having made am-
pie atonement for his errors (if any) by the length and du-
vess of his confinement,

% { On the 10th of June 1811, he embarked on board His
B lajesty’s Siup Amelia, for England ; leaving Mr. Duxs

‘ n
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i chavae of the Government of the colony, and Lieute- Cuarw.
Ra t-Greneral Drusyonn in command of the forces in the It.
adas, consisting of 443 artillery, 3,783 regular l-wu:,v, -
zu:-l b % Fencibles, n all 5,454 men. He secemed dis- isid,

-ﬁ

gn ofa government, inwhich he had ex-
pe ses and mortification. He is said

have expressed at tive moment- of his- departure, an ambi-
guous reflection on the decention, :i:isi ingratitude of

mankind : whether bas observation were intended to be ve-

reral, or aimed at some of those immediately cone

with himin the conduct of public affairs, we are left 1o
wnagine, Iis health bad long been wasiing away with a
dropsy and otiier infirmitics contrae -ai in the service of his
country, and he doubted whether he should live (o see the
end n!‘ his voyage, which 1‘ however suryived some months.
" e ]l !-'-h‘ ]‘.i.‘:)',' were, upy 1118« arture ogf
Eaogland, varionsly .i‘\id‘a-“ d, according to the opinions
and --|“g:1(li:'v~. of parties, which, under his administration

had been inflamed to a greater pitch than at any former
period sinte the conquest. His administration was certainly
unpopularamong the great mass of t'ie people: andal rh
tenacious of and consistent in Lits s 8, he was cvizlmuly
infinenced by councils originating in tugid and y.

prehensions of danger. The severity of his measuies gave
Just grounds to expect ~‘w~m conclucive evidence of the
glull of those who had incurred his displeasure, but we have

not even seen an attempt to palliate that exercise of power,
which,. in the total absence of any vindicati L .-
edien we must attribute to the fervour of party heat,
i{:_n‘.nl ns as they were, they might have been rendered still
more 80, had the Governor been less sensible (){ the gee
neral good disposition of the colony, or listened @
t! restions of those who had involved him in :.."i'(' =

r quarcel with the people. I

bly in thei he Proclamation
issued at the period alluded to, shews the conviction under
which we may fairly believe him to have acted: but whea
we reflect upon the animesity of the times, we have cause to
suspect, that the sources from \|.=. ice his information was

derived, are liable to so tions, which however, it

must have been difficult most 1npossible for him to
h'l\'o diseriminated until i i3 too late, On the eve of
his departure, an action of damages was instituted ou the
part o .‘ several of the proprietors of the (anradien press, as
rainst the magistrate who i seized it. . This acti OV
ed abortive, The fact is mesnwoned, as it must have ca 1 the

Govers
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Governor to reflect, that although he had put down with
force, the animosities which agitated his adminstration, he
had strucka blow, pmbabl_v more important In its results,
than the most hostile adversaries of his administration

could have wished.

Sir Jawes Hexry Crate had been from his youth in the
gervice of his country, and owed to merit alone,. his rank
and consideration in the army. He had upon several
occasions distin ‘ himself as an able general. Hé
vas corpulent in person, and rather below ihe middle stas
tuie - hus features were strong and regular, his aspect severd
an‘l imposing : his deportment was manly and dignified s
i~ society he was polite, frank and affable. He 15 said to
have been positive in his opinions, and therefore promptand
decisive in his measures. To a clear and eomprehensive
judument, he united the best qualities of the heart: and
thonsh hasty in temper, he was easily reconciled to " thosé
who might have involuntarily inenrred his displeasure. fn
fine lie seems to have possessed all the sterling and undiss
guised virtues that distinguish the soldie and some of thé
qualities that constitute an able statesmen. Men diifer wided
Iy in opimion with respect to his adininistration, yet feu
will deny him the merit of disinterestedness and integrity il
the discharae of his public duties: and although i the perfors
mance of the importantand complicated functions ol e
poust, he may have erred, we cannot but do his meory
the justice to believe, that he was guided by sincerity : and
that the objects of his administration, however fallacioug
the means he pursned for theirattaimment, were the coneovdy
‘;1!‘“1 prosperity and the happiness of the people intrusted 4

1s care,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER III

FTER an interregnum of nearly three months, Sir

_Guoree Prevost arrived at Quebee, and assum-
ed the Government of Lower-Canada, having succeeded S
James H. Craic in the chief command of the Briush
North American Provinces. 'The known miidness of his
character, and the popularity of his administration in Nova-
Scotia, from which he had been just promoted, afforded
a hope that the present administration of the governmeng
in Lower-Canada would prove more auspicious to the in=
ternal union of the people than the preceeding. :
ing juncture into which the pohy of America hurried theze
provinces, impressed the people w ith serious apprebensi-
ons, and all parties seemed to concur in a desire for us
panimity, as the chief barrier of the public security,

1
he trys=

To succeed in abalishing the strife which had so rapid]j
ained ground during the late administration could scarce=
F"\huvc been deemed attainable ; but an indiflerence and
dyisrcgunl for party animosity, and a fajr, impartial distris
bution of the royal confidence, might in a moment of come
mon danger, reconcile and unite parties in the common des
fence. Such seems to have been the policy studied by rhe
sresent adminstration. A war with Great Britain had n
ng contemplated by the rulers in America, and a season-
able moment only was sought for, to grasp at these pros
vinces which they had fallaciously been induced to believe
were ripe for revolt, and would therefore fall a willing cou-
quest to America. The peninsular war had engrossed the
attention and resources of the mother country and the Ca-
nadas were necessarily the less amply provided with means
1o encounter the struggle in which they were likely soon to
be engaged. The cotiers were exhausted, nor weve hopes
entertained of their being speedily replenished from homic z
the regular forces were too thin to prescrve an exiensive
frontier of some hundred miles against the pressure of an
enemy, which if united must become irresis ible, and ihe
-anadians though naturally brave and hardy, and attached
to their constitution, might from recent oecurrences e
fuirly presumed to have been so far disgusted, as to leave.a
doubt of their hearty co-operation and zeal 1n tiie ¢

3
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Such was the sloomy prospect of affairs at the outset of:the
present administration, and the Governor must lm\‘f.? ‘lurc'-
scen that his resources in the event of a rupture with A=
g 1811.  merica, lay more in the loyalty and patriotism of the canas
dian population, than in the hope of early reinforcements
from home. To develop the resources and cmnhl‘nc the
jarring energics of the country, required the efforts of somes
thing more than ordinary genius.

Soon after the Governor’s arrival, Major General Brock
was appointed President and Administrator of the Governs
ment in Upper-Canada, instead of Lieutenant-Governor

P Gore, who had retired from the Government ‘of that
Province, by permission. To obtain a local knowledge of
the frontiers of the lower province, which were likely soon
to be the theatre of war, Sir George on the 26th September
get out with his suite and visited the Distriet of Montres
al, and the forts of St. John’s, Chambly, William Henry
and the military positionsin their neishbourhood. From
: the period of his arrival until the opening of Parliameng
we meet with no extraordinary occurrence. '

‘ 1812. The Parliament met on the 21st February 1812. The Goe
s vernor in his speech informed the legislature that havin
been appointed by the Prince Regent to the Chief Coms
mand of the British American Provinces, he liad hastened
in obedience to his orders to assume the Administration of
Lower-Canada, but that his Commission not having arrive
ed, he continued to administer the Government under a
provisional authority to that effect. He congratulated them
on the brilliant achievements which had attended the Bri
tish arms in the deliverance of Portugal, and for the res
cue of Spain from the tyranny of the Ruler of France
i “ Notwithstanding (said he) the astonishing changes that
mark the age in which we live, the inhabitants of this
portion of the Empire have witnessed but as remote
spectators the awful scenes which desolate Europe : and
while Britain ” built by nature for herself against ins
fection and the hand of ‘war” has had her political ex-
istence involved in the fate of surrounding nations, you
have hitherto undisturbed in the habitations of your fas
thers viewed without alarm, the distant storm which now
seems bending its course towards this peaceful and hap-
py region.”” Herecommended an increased and unremitted
care and vigilance in securing the colony fiom either open
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fhvasion’ or insidions ne

FEe irm. and he I'm::rd the Parlia- iap.
ment wotlld testify its loyalty by an e .u! attention to these 51
acts, \'\!ii_(":w;n'ri‘.m- vd proved essential for t] plegerva- o mt

tion of his Majc By itd readiness in 1812,
supplying covernment with such shonild be gaity
to the exi rence of the times, by ena o the [oyil
Jjedts to assist i o .
tumultuary force, an {
fence of their country acainst a rt nvasion at
tiire period. The Agsar nbly i answer; assured the
that lh\_\, would give their attention to those acts
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regarded as mwn‘mi to his Majesty’s goveriment;
mmulmgt!;u!‘,' they micht feel  from au

use of one of th CLs i

resulted therefic } it

Been: for the unshal i sty’s | "
dian subjects of' 1 5 af
Fovernment, I incon from
the common fate o hines were 145
i him however, th 18 copitidence

fixcelleney. conside by diminished then U

which migzht thereatter be madeof this “adt, o ey 56

this, | the Governhor  briefly expressed his reg
should have thoucht it « xpedient to revert to wiiy

5
ings which had taken plave under -anyone ot thessr J
and emrnestly recommended to them t Veltat b
means of ensuring tranqnil] He vrid

cing theirzeal for the 'm rO 0 £l Atton
tion solely to the present situation of affaivs, Altliouel ‘the

. : | :
meaning of the Governor’s reply could ot be

stood by [il(‘,\-.‘(‘lt!i‘l\' they were too fim,) v cont Lin the
events of ‘the last ‘administration to leatve them ot rest. anid

at an ll..iiu‘llu'.,nlul 1l '-w?f):n they came to the résc
lation, ¢ that it was a justice due to the goud chiaracter of
- luH Majesty's can 11\1.1 subwedts,  that
Soshoy 1] 1 be adopted by the Houso, to acguaint hi

some  meastire

Majsg-

% t\ of the events that tdok pl 1 the provities under (g
o« ‘hmm.‘!'anon of Sir l.l.l‘n‘s‘ fenpy f ;.1 s lats 1GigE
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“ from feeling the good effects of his government in the
¢ ample manner that the law had provided.” "This resos
lution was not carried into effect owing to the intervention
of more urgent concerns. In the mean time a bill, “for the
better preservation of his Majesty’s government”” was drawn
up, and sent down from the Legislative Council to the Low-
er House. Here several amendments were ]tmpused, the
principal of which was, to transfer the power formerly vest=
ed in the Executive Council, of imprisoning persons sus
pected of treasonable practices, to the governor or person
administering the government, alone. The Legislative Couns
cil disapproving of the amendments, a conference ensueds
but both branches persevering in their opinions, the bill mis«
carried to the satisfaction of the Liower House, who were glad
of a pretext to allow this odious law to expire. The cons
sideration of appointing an agent in England was resumed
by the House in the present session, and the expedience of
providing a fund for the payment of the Members of the
House of Assembly was also discussed, and a Bill wasintrodu
ced to that effect, which however failed. The Militia Bild
passed aftermuch debate in the Lower House. The Governot
was authorised by it to embody two thousand Bachelom
between the age of'eighteen and twenty five years for three
months in the year; and in case of invasion or imminent
danger thereof, to retain them for one year, relieving one
half of the number embodied, by fresh drafis at the expiras
tion of that peried. In the event of war, invasion, insur-
rection, or imminent danger thereof, he was empowered to
embody the whole militia of the province, should it beeome
necessary, No substitutes were allowed, nor were com-
missioned officers permitted to take any militiamen as ser
vants, under a penalty of ten pounds for every offence of
that nature. These provisions from’ their harshness and
inconsistency were however winked at in actual service. It
was made penal to inlist any militiaman into the regu-
lar forces, and such enlistments were declared null. Twelve
thousand pounds were granted by the Legislature, oné
moiety thereof for drilling and training the local militia, the
other moiety for other purposes of the militia act. Twent

thousand pounds were granted, to be employed for sue

services as the safety of the province and the exigence of
the times might require,-and the finther Sum of thirty
thousand pounds currendy, to be at the Governor’s dispo-
sition in case of war between Great Britain and America.
These liberal supplics enabled the Government to meet the
aps
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approaching contest with confidence in the patriotism and
support of the provinecial Legislature, and of the whole mass
oi'the canadian population. On the nineteenth of May the
Governor prorogued the House of Assembly.

In his Speech he thanked the House for the labour they
had bestowed upon the improvement of the militia sy stem,
and for the increased means they I\ 1l thereby afforded him
for the defence of the Province : He also o\!).e»ml his best
thanks for the proofs he had received of their confidence in
his Administration, by the very liberal prm‘isiuu they had
made for the exigencies of the pubm service,

About this time a ferment existed in America, excited
by the discovery ofthe fenry Plot which the Government
of that Country exaggerated into an attempt on the part of
this Government to bring about a revolution among the
eastern states, and to dissolve the union. John Henry, a

needy adventurer, though a man of some talents and ad-
dress, is said to have been by birth an Irishman, and to
have emigrated when a youth to America, where throngh
the interest of friends, he was appointed a Captain in the
militia, and from thence bore the name of Captain Henry.
Not succeeding in America to the extent of his wishes, he
migrated to Montreal. where he found means to ingratiate
himself with some of the prineipal personages of this Pro-
vince, and commenced his studies at law, with a view of
quﬂlitj\'ing himself for a seat in the judiciary of’ U. Canada,
to which, he was already ambitious enough to aspire. He
easily worked himself by wtrigne into the Governor’s no-
tice, who from the pmcvv—lmsm of the Federal Faction in
the eastern states, had room to suspect the existence of a
desire on their part, to form a political connection with
Great Britain. In order therefore to ascertain the state of
parties and their views, Henry, beingacquainted with the
conntry, and considered a man ‘ummphahul for political
-intrigue, was selected, who, with a view of turning it to his
advanmm-. readily accepted ni the mission, an:lpr oceeded to
Boston, where he sauntered away his time in the public
honsesand brothels of thatcity, writing from time to time
to Canada.* His studied and ostentatious epistles, must ra-
ther have amused than instructed the Governor, who in-
deed, devived less information from them, than from the
public journals of the times. Henry, however estimated

# This happened in the course of the winter of 1800, .
> 2 his
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bevond any is employer was dise

posed to a i"mr > and therefbre re ed for a compensation
to the Government at home. Ina Memorial to Lord Lis
verpool, stating hisserviees, he rested that theappointment
of Judee Advocate Gicneral of Lower-Canada, with the

salary of five hundred pounds per annum, or a Con
sulate in the ited States sini cura, would be cons
|

sidered by him as a liberal dischar ge of anj U'uil?_"‘ilil(m tiat
4

Government  entertained in 1'vhn>un ta his services.. The
pruodent ini hels :‘Eu- roval tavors in too hich estimas
tion ostitute them 1 a mercenary and it
guin nt, and ct >l|\ reforred  hun to the colonial
go then in charge of Sir George Prevost. The

proud spirit, or ,‘(\'h'ipn the indigence of the adventure
c.i):ll.i not brook the delay and indifference of the Mi 1ister;
who, be clearly saw, by referring him to the colonial L0V
ernnent, onl\, \\nl ed to evade a direct refusal to his aps
P!u ition.  Cha orined with disappointment, he made his
' to America, where (as it is confidently said) 1:} on res

L‘uun;u ~.|]>n..1“l sum, hie, in resentiient to the B British,
delivered 1 ip his 'n.':. -'l:-umi(-nr(' to the Amernican Governe
ment. The Henry Plot (it was so der nomi nated ) was clas

moured through America, as a crime of the (l(‘p}-cat dye on

the part of (rl(’ll Britain, tmulmg to disorganize the Go=
vernment, to dis nmnlw the union, and to t]\hlltl\' the indee
pendence of the States. The fictious and exagoerated ims
portance which the American Government aflected to ate
tach to this trivial matter, had however, some influence in
confirming the spirit of hmtlllt) towards Great Britain
which, at that time pmmdvd America, and shortly after
broke out in open war, - This self~sufficient miscreant have
mg as he fancied, taken ample vengeance upon the governs
ment of his native culmln, could not w ith any degree of
decency remain in the 8 ult(‘-\., from whence hes alie\i for
France in an american sloop of war, carrying with him
the reward of his treason, and the universa lwntempt of
mankind.

The Governor by a (;(nm‘al Orxder of the 28th May ore
ganised four .Jdit'tlmuq of embodied mili itia, in ,nlue of
the late Act. The first Battalion I(‘l]{!i‘l,\()lh d at Pointe
aux Trembles near Quebee, under the Command of Colo-
nel De Salal ICITY, {3-1-*~(‘«c)mi, at L:lln(mw near Montreal,
commanded by Colonel De Rouville, the third, at fg_-lllmr

o

in the District of Mo ntreal, commanded by Lieut. Col.
Cuth=
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Cuthibert,” and  the fourth, at St. Thomas near Quebec,
commanded by Licut.. Col. Taschereau.. The ;llucrity
hey filled, and the r]m-rhllu.-.ﬁ \.,m

vere fi
|
0 ubmitted to the restraints of’ disel=

}"1 e, reflecte ce 17_: upon the military character o i the
Canndigns.  This proof u) the zeal and the loyalty of 1‘!{.‘
people. must have i jm d Government with hoj of a
suceceszful resistanc ainst the approaching war 1 ree

ciprocal contidence between the Governor and the people
seems to have resulted as much from the danger «
ment, as from any studied puh(\ on the pe nl ol the l’l ne
admmiauaimu. They who had incurred u.: displeasure

of the late (Governor were treated with contidence, and oTa~=
dually appointed to situations of trust. =~ A Hegiment of Ca=
nadian Voltigeurs was tu‘.mnd and placed ulhlu the
command of Major De Salabe Ty of the 60th regiment of
foot. which in the course of the war became eminent for
discipline, and its steadiness in action, as well as for the
fatiguing  duties on which it was unremittingly employed.

tiie mo=

On the 18th June, the American Government declared
War acainst Great Britain, and on the 24th, the event was
known at Quebee, where it caused an immediate stagnation
in business. The Province was however now in some mes
sure }nq»;n'ml for defence: yet so bold a measure on the
part of America necessarily create 'd a belief that the cabinet
of Washington must have relied upon some unknown res
sources, which when dev: i\‘iwi 1?;1‘ action, would se-
cure the conquest of these colo: A notification was
unmediately made by the police, that 'LH american citizens
must leave Qua sec by the first of July, and be out of
the limits of that \ll'-lll(_L on the third of the same month.
On the last day of June, the iulm] was extended by the
CGovernor’s lnmld nation : i?,- rteen days were allowed to
such americans as were in the province, they being prin=
cipally persons who had entered the same in -rcmd{llln and
in the prosecution of commercial pursuits. Ul: the same
dil)-’ plnm\malmlm 1ssued :.Il\)‘-‘l o an t-'n‘nrm: ll]l“'l the
shipping in the port, and convoking the House of Assems
bly on the 16th of July.

11

‘l the opening of the session, the Governor after 1)'1 fly
inf n.nmlT the Pml'_lrm‘nl of ll’ recent (lm]‘.... ar
by America, said, he relied upon the spirit of ty's

ccts in the provinee, their avtachment and .ru.i lor the
re-
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religion of their forefathers, their loyalty to théir Soves
reign, and their ardent love for the true interests of theip
country ; and that he should depend implicitly under dis
vine providence, upon their best exertions, aided by t.he
courage and lovalty of the militia, and by the valour, sk}l[,
and discipline of His Majesty’s regular forces, for repelling
every hostile attempt that might be made upon the colony,
He observed with concern that the necessary establishment
of the Militia Forces, together with the varions services and
operations of the approaching campaign, would be attended
with considerable expence, but that he relied upon theit
wisdom and public spirit, for such supplies as the exigens
cies ofaffairs might be found to require : he at the same
time expressed his approbation of the embodied militia,
and his confidence in their increasing  discipline, which ‘ens
couraged an expectation that they would materially contris
bute to the defence of their country. :

The public coffers being entirely draimed, the Governor,
to obviate the deficiency, resolved to issue Army Bills pay
able either in cash, or in Government Bills of Exchange on
London, but the concurrence of the Legislature in thig
measure was indispensible, as well to insure their currency;
as to provide funds for the payment of the interest that
might become due upon them. Two private and confidens
tial Messages were sent to the House of Assembly by the
Governor ; one, submitting to its consideration the neces-
sity of immediately strengthening, the hands of government,
by arming him with authority to suppress any attempt to
produce disorder or insubordination, and for immediate pus
nishment of any offences which might interrupt or endanger
the public tranquillity, which he trusted the Legislature
Wwould have the less hesitation in doing, from its conviction

§ 5 27, g i .
that he could at all times by virtue of his commission avail
himself of the power of declaring martial law to its fullest
extent; and from the persuasion which he trusted was enter-
tamed by the House, that in seeking from them a partial
exercise of it, he could have no other object in view than
the preservation of the tranquillity and welfare of the pro=
vince, with the least possible imjury to the public convenis
ence,  The other represented the ywant of specie to
8atisfy the demands of the increasing militia and milis
tary establishments, and the impossibili\ty of procuring mo=
ney to the extent yequired for government hills of exchange.
He at the same time luid before the House, an opinion diéd

ad~
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advice of the Executive Council, as to the most effectual Cua®
mode of resource from which a deficiency in the circulat- Iil.
ing medium might be supplied, recommending the issue of \wr~~a
Army Bills under certain conditions to the amount of twe 1812,
hundred and fifty thousand pounds curreney. He theres

fore called upon the House of Assembly for such aid as

might be deemed expedient for the accomplishment of an

object, rendered more pecnliarly important by the presens
extraordinary erisis of public aifairs, and strongly recomn-

mended to them the adoption of such measures as should

inspire confidence in the persons taking these bills, and

guard both the public and individuals against the possibie

Jity of any loss to arise from them.

The House of Assembly appears from its silence on the
subject of the former message, to have cautiously declitied
any measure tont!in;_{ to sanction a recurrence to martial
law, orat least, to have left the responsibility with the Gos
vernor- of exercising in the event of need, those powers
with which he thought himself vested in virtue of his com=
mission: the same House however in the following session
resolved that martial law could not be legally resorted toy
mnless with the authority of the Provincial Pailiament,

A Bill to facilitate the circulation of Army Bills was ins
troduced, and the liberality of the House ot Assembly surs
passed the hopes of the Executive. Fifieen thousand
pounds were granted to pay the interest that might become
due upon Army Bills, of which two hundred and fifty thou-
sand pounds were authorized to be put in éwculation,
¢large Bills of twenty five dollars, and upwards, bearing in=
terest at the rate of four pence per day for every one hun=
dred pounds.) They were made current in the Revenuey
were to have the effect of a legal tender, and were redeems
able at the Army Bill Office, either in cash, or Governmeng
Bills of Exchange on London, at the option of the Com-
mander of the forces. Small bills of four dollars were at
all times payable in cash at the Arihy Bill Office. All
eontracts in which any distinction should be made be-
tween Army Bills and cash, wereto be void:andat the expi-
ration of five years, all thosewho might then be holders of
such Army Bills, were entitled to receive the amount of the
same with interest due upon them, out of the Provincial
Treasury. To defray the expence ofthe Army Bill Oilice
i issuing, cuwrculating and cancelling the Army Bills, the

=
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Cuar, Legislatwée also granted the further sim of two thotisand

i € B 1 3 >
gt IIT. five hundred pounds per annum. ¢ On [?‘ﬁﬁ. !ia»f dav of
;E:' W August 1812, this Bill received the Royal Sanction, and

with nt:f\n(,\v}('dq-

1512.  ¢he Governor'prorogued the Parliam
ments for the liberal aid they had oranted him; to meet the
exigencies of the publie service. hid seagonable provision
ofthe Legislature, at once enabled government to l‘i!!‘(“l‘the
demands of the public service, and revived the public spirit
A want of means at so urgerit a crisismust have paralysed
the (‘uc\l'givs of government, and this circnmstatice E]!ll)]‘,f"
might have created a doubt in the minds of the canddians
of the indifference of the mother country towards the ¢
lony, that would have induced a despondency fatal to these
provinces.

by

In the mean time the cities of Queébee and Montréal as-
sumed a military aspect. 'I'he sedentary militia regularly
attended drill and exercise; and all classes. manifested ui
ardent zeal for the public service, verging upon enthusiasuy
On the 5th of July, (the régular troops having prey 1ously
left Quebec for the district of Montreal) ' the sedentary mis
litia’ of Quebee commenced gavvison duty, and the Meons
treal militia soon followed the exammiple; = On' the Gth, -the
whole militia of the province, were, by a general oxder,
commanded to hold themselves in readiness to be embaodied,
and march to such points as might be requisite foi the ded
fence of the province; and the flank companies of the Mons
treal militia, were formed into a battalion and armed.

Riot at La.

v, A riot which occurred n the neighbourhood of Montreal

at this time, the progress whereof, was however promiptly

i checked by the interposition of the military, deserves to be
Bk mentioned: Some young men who had been drafted into the

embodied militia from the parishrof Point Claire; refused to
Jjoin the battalion into which they were drafted: fourofthe
delinguents were appreliended after some opposition by their
adherents, who having rescued one, threatened to ‘assems

ity ble and proceed to Laprairie, and bring away suchof theif
I friends as had already joined the: embodied militia at ‘that

Pt deptt.  On the ensuing day, a mob assembled at Lachine,
to the number of between three and four hundred (some ez«
timate them at a greater number.) of whom, nearly eighty
were armed with fusils and fowling pieces being “deat’ 1

1 Yemonstrance, it was judged expedient to call out themili-
tary, and accordingly the light company of the  40thmreyis
’ ment
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meént, and a detachment of artillery with two field pie- Cuap,

ces, under the command of Major Plenderleath, proceeded 1.
y SN .
ftrom Montreal, accompanied with a magistrate: who upon
i : i o ; I »
arviving ‘at Lachine, remonstrated with the rioters upon 1812

their misconduct. They, in answer, gave him tound rstand,
that they were informed the militia bill had not been sanc-
tioned by the Governor and Legislative Council, and that
necessarily, the militia law was not in force. They, how-
ever, with repeated shouts of Vize le Roi, declared they
were ready, oneand all, to serve the King against the com-
mon enemy, should the Governor call for their services.
The ferment was alveady too high, to hope for any advan-
tage from argument. The Riot Act being therefore read,
the magistrate ordered them to disperse, and upon their re-
fusing to comply, a round shot was fived by theartillery,
too high to do injury, in order to intimidate them. This was
instantly returned by the mob in a spirited manner, with small
arms: a volley was then fired by the troops with grape and
small arms, but still purposely too elevated to do any harm :
this was also returned by the mob.  From this determined
resistance, decision became absolutely necessary, and the
troops were ordered to direct their fire against the rioters
who almost immediately dispersed, keeping up a strageling
fire trom the bushes, and concealed by the davkness, which
began .to set in. One man was found dead, and ano-
ther dangerously wounded. A few prisoners were taken and
gsent to Montreal.  On the following day a detachment of
the Montreal militia, consisting of four hundred and fifty
men, marched for Point Claire, and from thence to St. Lau=
reint, in the rear of the Island of Montreal, and lJl‘mlg’ht
into town, twenty-four of the delinquents, who, with thir-
teen already in custody, made thirty-seven in all. Many o-
thers came into Montreal to crave the Governor’s pardon,
which, after reproving their misconduct and pointing out
the danger wherein they had placed themselves, he grant-
ed, upon condition of their giving up the deserters of the
embodied militia, and declaring the ringleaders of the
riot. Twelve or fourteen of these deluded men were after=
wards bronght to trial and convicted of rioting, and were
condemned to fines and imprisonment. ;

Hostilities had in the mean time commenced in Upper-Cza
nada, and the most brilliant success dawned upon the British
arms in that quarter. Captain Roberts whe was station=d at
the small post or blogk house of St, Joseph's, situated on an

[ Island
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Tsland in Lake Huron, to the north west of Mackinac, afd
at abont forty-five miles distance, on the eighth of July res
ceived from Geeneral Brock, commanding in Upper-Canas
da. a notification dated on the 26th June, of the declars
ation of war, with orders to make an immediate attack upon
Mackinac if practicable; or in the event of an attack by the
Americans upon St. Joseph’s, to defend it to the utmost, orres
treat upon St. Mary’s, a post belonging to the Nm‘th-Wesﬁ
Company at no great distance, and to make the best possible
defence.” He at the same time received from that officer, a.
nother letter dated the 27th June, suspending the orden
given in the former letter, from his uncertainty of the de
claration of war. On the eleventh of July, he again received
despatches from Sir Georer Prevost, dated at Quebee
on the 25th June, and from General Brock dated at Font
George in Upper-Canada, on the 28th June: the former of
these notifying the war, and directing him to take every
precantion to secure his post against any attempt by the
enemy, and to render every assistance in his power consiss
tent with the service, to secure the interests ofthe Nonth
West Company, and in case of necessity to effect his res
treat. By the latter, General Brock, being sufficiently ine
formed of the declaration of war by America against G,
Britain, desired Captain Roberts to adopt the most prompt
and eflectual measures to possess himself of Mackinac, and dis
rected him. in order to effect his purpose, tocall tohis assists
ance the Indians within his influence, as well as the gentles
men and dependants of the North-West, and South-West
companies, who might be at, ornear his post. The contranis
ety of instructions from the two General Officers, with the
great hazard in attempting to seize upon a post of the
strength and importance of Mackinac to the United States,
which there was reason to presume, had prepared that post
acainst any emergency, could not fail to perplex Captain
Roberts, who, not only, was totally unprepared for an ex-
pedition of such moment, but being 'in a wild and unins
habited country, was also, at too great a distance from res
sources to maintain even his own post against the enemy;
i the event of failure in the present enterprise. He, liows
ever, with a promptitude and decision which reflect hons
or upon his military character, determined upon an attempt
auminst Vackinae, and having ecommimicated his intenti-
ons to Mr. Pothier, a gentleman of the South-West Com=
pany. then at St. Josepl’s ; he wasz confirmed. in his resos
lution, by the approbdtion and zeal with which M %
con=
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goncurred in the c\t‘:lm'],lisc: who, to facilitate it, gene-
rously threw open the stores of the company, and laid every
thinio in them that could contribute to its success, at the
disposition of Caprain Roberts. He at the same time vo-
lunteered his personal services upon the expedition, ate
tended with about one hundred and sixty canadian voya-
genrs, one half of whom were armed with muskets and
fowling pieces. On the 15th of July, Captain Roberts had
prepared his little armament, consisting of thirty regulars,
with two artillery men and a serjeant, one hundied and six-
ty canadians, and two iron field pieces, neither of which
in an emergency could be of much service ; when an exs
press arrived with a despatch from General Brock, of the
forth of the same month, leaving it entirely at his discre-
tion to adoy mt vi—.hvr offensive or defensive measures, as
prudence 'm*- it dictate.  From this last despatch, coupled
with his instructions from the Commander of the forces, of
the 27th of J , 1n which no allusion was made to an
atteinpt ackinae : Capt. Roberts felt that the whole
yes n-. ibility of the eaterprise devolved upon himself, and

lable evil must vesult to the | pper Province in

event ot ﬁn ure. f 11‘(l|1' 4] ‘ 15 mein Ell \'11 ‘1])”!(‘ E'O

1pon

determined to perseve u‘:.{ all events, and on the 16th

ity he set out with his flotitla of boats and can o3,

oved by -the €aledonia brig ht"iunlf"mr to the '\(nlh
st Company., loaded \\11!. aLores an 'l p lU\l-l(ﬂ“- Un the

ensuittg momning, e efocied his landing before Ma

without opposition, and tnmediately summoned the gar-

Wi v minutes was com-
plied with, withont the efuision of a drop of’ blood. Capt,
Roberts in resolving upon an attack against Mackinac,
had imposed an embargo upon all boats and canoes at Si,
Josepl's. by which meansall communication was cut off;

rison i_n surrencer., wilich atter a {

nor had the american Officer any certain inteliigence of the
declaration of war previous to [..\ arrival of the i’l‘ili«'h be-
fore Mackinac,®¥ A ¢ quantity of military stores of every de-

aua; ition snitable for the Indian trade was found in the fort.

Two vessels loaded with furs not aware of the capture were

decoved into Mackinae, but the property was '.:.w.m“l to
the ln‘uy;‘ivln.-‘. by order of a board of claims afterwards
heid at Montreal, at which Major General De Rottenburgh
presided. This acl
and judicjous arrangements of Capt. R. not only inspired

tievement, effected by the promptitnde

» e son at Mackinac (correctly e illed Michilimackinac) consist-
wd ol a Captain’s Comwand of seyenty-hve mej,
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the people with coniidence and gaye a turn to. the preseng
campaign fatal to the views of America, but by enabiing
ns {:, il.t.\il]‘d\‘ill our iniluence among the Indian nations of
the west, which otherwise must have been lost, essentially
contributed to the successiul strugzle alierwards maintained
acainst the american arms in Upper-Canada. Geneyal
Hull after the captare of his army and the fall of Detroil
in his official despatch, relative to these events, attributes
his disasters to the fall of Mackinae ; after the surrender of
which, alinost every tribe and nation of the Indians, exeept
a pait of the Miamies and Delawares, llg)l‘llz from beyond
Lake Superior, west from beyond the Mississippi, soutl
tom Ohio and the Wabash, and east from every part of
Upper-Canada, and from all the intermediate country joined
in open hostitity against the army he commanded.

Previous to the declaration of war, the American governs
ment had concentrated their army at Detroit, and in the
Michigan Territory, under the command of Brigadier Ges
neral Hull, fan officer bred in the revolutionary war,) with
the intent offollowing up their declaration of war, by an in
mediate invasion of Upper-Canada, and bythat means (g
intercept the British inlluence over. the Indians, as well ag
to maintain co-operating relations with such forces as might
be elsewhere engaged against the Biitish Provinces.

On the 12th of July, this Officer, possessed of discretions
ary authority from his Government, and having as he
thought a suflicient force to secure an easy and victorious
progress in the Upper Province, crossed without opposition
trom Detroit to Sandwich on the British side, with an amy
of about fifteen hundred men, Here he established his
head quarters, and issued a Proclamation, memorable frai
the positive and pompous tone in which he anticipates the
easy conquest of Canada, and the hostile threat of extermi-
nation and indiscriminate slaughter of every white man who
should be found fighting by the side of an Indian.* Genes
ral Brock upon receiving this proclamation at Fort George
issnedon the 22d July a proclamation as remarkable for the
solid reasoning and dignity of its language, as that of the
American, for its presumption. He immediately convoke
ed the Provincial Parliainent, which assembled ‘on the
28th at Yok, the capiial of. Upper Canada: and in the
mean time despatchied Colonel Proctor with such reinforce-

* See Appendix. C.

meftts




Sir Grorce PrevosT. 49

nents as conld be spared, to assume the C(:mrmml at Am-
}.u-..—L"j"“ tli, then in charge of Lieut. Col. St. George. Ge-
neral | )I»H remained for some time lt‘d(.ll\(‘. under pretext
of making im}mm[mn to prosecute the (al.\pmun with vi-
gour; but it was the fallacious hope of'an early insurrection in
his favor thatlulled him into a -m],mvnt\- fatal to the safe ty
of his army. Amherstburegh lay but eighteen miles below

him, and the mud and picke ted fortification of that post

was not in a condition to make resistance a: Imhl a regi ar

siege. The American, confident of an easy coa:qz:c‘~'t._1»ad notas
yet a single cannon or mortar mounted, and to endeavour to
take it at the point of the ‘n)u:.ol he thought inexpedient,
During this delay his situation became more and more pre=
ml.mh: three detachments from his army were on three
successive days, beaten back by a handful of the 415t regi=
ment :lil\l a few Indians, from the bric dge over the River Ca=-
ward, three miles from .\ln.utril)ltlg‘.l, which they endea-
Foured to seize, In order to open the route to that pnut
Another detachment, in attempting to ford the river higher
up, was put to flight by a small pdlt\ of eighteen or l\\(nty
Indians who lay concealed in the grass. Hw en vm) panie
struck at their sudden andhideous yell, fled with precipi-
tancy, 1.‘1\,”\(!‘ [‘z‘ll arms, accoutrements ‘H'\l |ld\l SACKS.
The British s! oop of war (.}uuu Charlotte carrying eighteen
twenty-four po wunders, lay in the Detroit River opposite the

montl: of the river Canard, <o that it was im ipossible for the
A nmuh to convey m wate:

to Amherstburgh any artille-
ry, oi which after much labour they had at last mounted two

twenty-four pounders. Lieutenant Rollette commanding
the armed Brig Hunter, had on the 3d of July at about
ten o'clock in Hu lnwnnnn, by a bold attempt in his barge
with only six men, succeeded in capturing the (rfr,n/mm"
Packet bound from Miami river to Detroit, with troops, and

* The merit of this gallant action which greatly confributed to mar the plans
of General ill, by the total los: of all his ho nml stores, hasbeen more than
once undeservedly attributed to a person who never sav " the (rry'ahu-'allmll
Lieut. Rollette had brough: hersafe into harbour, to thesarprize and, a ‘m.m,.
tion of every ane present. It is no more than justice, to which'Lieut. Rotlette
issiric ly entitled, 10 assert that his services upon l,ui..‘ Erie, while he com-
manded the [Tunter, and until he vas ¢ ‘ompelled as a Provinciar OFpicer (0

allin the rear of the Lieutenants of the RovaArn Navy, were un |l'<.rml_\' ENC-
eesful,and have notheen exceiled by any llnn;{p( rformed on the Lakes by the
officers of the navy, who superseded the ] cial officers. The former were
pl"h.lil\'-h'la rior im tactics, and cherished a Ilf‘.nl\ mc:n;.,h mistaken ccnu‘lupt
for the americans, in which the y ilave heen since wofully undeceived. The
wrovineial officers were surelv not less hrave , thongh more ]nrm]onl than the
}'l"!lxl, and as things have turned out, our fleets on Lakes Erie and Chs amplain
mizhi as well have been entrusted to provincial, as navy officers. The former
Wit one or iwsexceplions, have been always more successful on the lakes
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load-

Cuam
I,

e

1812,




i
[
!

HulPsrefreat
from Upper-
Canada,

Battle of Ma-
guago,

56 ADMINISTRATION OF

loaded with bageage and the Hospital Stores of the Ameria
can army, the loss of which was now severely feit.  Mis
chilimackinae in his rear, had been taken since the coms
meéncement of the invasion, while the Indians from that
quarter were flocking in to the British standard. Our nas
val force being superior on the lake, Colonel Proctor pushs
ed over-to Brownstown, a village nearty opposite to Amherss
burch, twenty miles below Dewroit, a small detachment of
the 41st resiment under the command of Captain Tallog
swith a few Indians, who on the fifth of Augnst surprized
and routed a party of two hundred Americans under Majop
¥Vanhorne. on their way from Detroit to the river Raisin, @
et a detachment of volunteers from Ohio under Captain
Biush, with a convoy of provisions for the'arniy. In tlus
affair a quantity of booty,and General Hull's despatches w
the Secretary at war, fell into the bands of the victors
whereby the deplorable state of the American army was lig=
&losed ; and Colonel Proctor lost no time in sending overs
veinforcement of one hundred of the 4 Ist vegt. with somé
militia and four hundred Indians, the whole comman laf
by Majoi \Iuir, under protection of the Hung Hop ok
war,  [nthe mterim, the American (eneral received a desq
patch from General Hall on ihe Niagaia fionder, miimas
ting that he could not expect & co-operation in that quaitery
swhich would have created a diversion in his favour. Such

avas the hopeless state of things when the American General
began to be semsible of his danger, His army hemmed i
on every side, cut off from its resources, and hourly wasis
ing away with defeat, death, sickness and fatigue, unsups
ported by an insurrection of the country people in his favor
and unaided by any co-operating army, and above all dis=
mayed at the report of General Brock’s resolution toads
vance against him ; his schemes of’ conquest vanished, and
in the sinking state ofhis affaivs, he saw no other aliernause
than a retreat to Dewroit, under pretence of there conceis
trating his main army, and after re-opening his communicas
tion with the river Raisin and Miami, through which hexes
ceived the whole of his supplies, to resume oflensive operas
tions against Upper-Canada. Accordingly on the evening
of the seventh and the morning of the eighth of August, the
whole of his army except a garrison of two hundred and fif
ty men and a few artillery left in charge of a small fortyess
they had thrown up on the British side, a little helow De
troit, re-crossed the river, (eneral Hull now detached a
body of six hundred men under Lieutenant Colonel Miller

0
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%o dislodge the British from Brownstown, and open the com-
munication with the rivers Raisin and Miami, upon which
the existence of his army depended. O the ninth, this de-
gachment was met by the British and Indians under Major
Muir, at Maguago, between Brownstown and Detroit, who,
after a desperate battle, in which the Americans lost seventy,
five men, were obliged to retreat with inconsiderable loss
compared with that of the Americans. On the seventh
Lieutenant Rollette with the boats of the Queen Charlotie
and Hunter, under cover of the guns of the latter, attacked
and captured a eonvoy of eleven batteaux and boats having
on board fifty-six of their wounded, and two English prison-
ers, on their way from Maguago to Detroit, escorted by twe
hundred and fifty American troops on shore.

Amidst these reverses of fortuhe, the American Seneral
was startled at a summons to surrender the Fort of Detroit,
by General Brock, who, after having closed the public
business prorogued the Parliament, and collecting a few
regulars and militia, with incredible exertion, had reached
Ambherstburgh on the 13th of August. So resolute a de-
mand, struck the American Commander with dismay, who
at the worst had never contemplated a pursuit into his own
territory by the British. He still however maintained suf-
ficient presence of mind to return a prompt and positive re=
fusal, upon receipt of which, the British, who now oecupied
the ground lately in possession of the enemy in front of De-
troit, where they threw up a battery under the directions of
Captain Dixon of the Royal Engineers, commenced atabout
four in the afternoon on the fifieenth, a brisk cannonade upom
Detroit, from two 51 inch mortars, one eighteen, and two
twelve pounders, under the management of Captain Hall,
of the Provincial Naxy, with a party of sailors, which was
coniinued for upwards of an hour with great effect. Early
on the morning of thesixteenth, the cannonaderecommenced,
while General Brock with about seven hundred regulars and
militia, and six hundred Indians, crossed the river without
oppasition at the Spring Wells, three miles below Detroit un-
der cover of the Queen Charlotte and Hunter. This smalk
but resolute force, after forming upon the beach, advanced
in colamn, flanked on the left by the Indians, with the river
of Detroit on their right, and took (at the distance of a mil2)
a positionin-line, infront of the american fort, into which the
enemy had retived. Here every preparation was making
foran buwediaie assault, when to the surprisc of bothanuics
\ a
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a white Flagwas seen flying upon the walls of the Fort, and
a nwssongefad\'mu'ing with proposals from IE!‘v .\lr‘uen‘cau
General to capitulate. Lieutenant Colonel '.\I"I.Jt_me‘il of the
Militia, and Major Glegg of the 49th regiment, Aid-de-Camp
to Cieneral Brock, immediately proceeded by his orders to
the tent of the American General, where they in a fow mis
nutes dictated the terms of capitulation. By this the
whole of theamerican army, including a detachment of three
hundred and fifty men under Colonels MArthur and Cass

9“”."“‘““dr‘stnuchvd on the 14th for the river Raisin toescort the pros

Detroit.

visions in charge of Captain Brush from thence to Detl‘:)it]
became prisoners of war: and Detroit with the Michigan
territory, were surrendered to the British arms without the
effusion of a single drop of British blood. The american:
statements of their own strength, nearly coincide with the
british reports, which make it two thousand five hurndred
men regulars and militia. - The militia were paroled and pers
mitted to return home, on condition of not serving during
the present war. - The regulars were sent down to-Quebee,
The British force including Indians, is acknowledged by the
enemy to have consisted of only one thousand and thirty
men or thereabout. Our own, and perhaps the more correct
reports, state it to have consisted of three hundred and
thirty regular troops, four hundred militia, and six hundyed
Fiidians, who, upon the present occasion, are said not to have
sullied the glory of the day by any wanton acts of savage
barbarity incident to the Indian mode of warfare. Twenty-
five pieces of ironand eight pieces of brass ordnance, (the
latter chiefly of those taken from us in the revolution) with
an immense guantity of Stores of every description, and one
armed brig, called the John Adams (afterwards named De-
troit) fell into the hands of the British. ‘

Thus ended this rash and imbecile attempt at the cons
quest of Upper-Canada. The loss of Mackinac and Detroity
with the flower of their army at the outset of the war, was &
disgrace which filled the American government with con=
sternation and alarm, as their plans of aggrandisement were
notonly totally defeated, but theirwhole western frontier laid:
open to the inroads of hostile Indians, and at the mercy
of'a people still warm with indignation at the late invasion,

~ General Brock having issued a proclamation addressed
to the inhabitants of the Michigan Territory, confirming

them in the full enjoyment of their i operty, laws and rels
giong
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gion, left Colonel Proctor in command of Detroit, and re-
tuined to York, where he arrived on the twenty seventh of
August, amidst the heartfelt acclamations of a grateful
people, rescued by his promptitude from the ignominy of
submitting to a conqueror. In the short space of nineteen
days, he had with the assistance of his parliament, settled the
public business of the Province, under the most trying cir-
tumstances that a commander could encounter, and hav ing
united and prepared his little army, had effected a long and
fatiguing march of some hundreds of miles ; and with means
incredibly limited, had repelled aninvading enemy of dou-~
ble his force, pursued him into his own territory, and finals
ly compelled him to surrender his whole army ; thus
extending the British dominion without bloodshed, over
an extent of territory almost equal to Upper-Canada. The
humbled, the fallen General Hull, with the officers and men
of'his army, wereintroduced into Montreal, on theevening of
the 6th of September, in a triumphal though mock pm;;w;..
sion, amidst the shouts of a scornful multitude, indignant at
the savage threat of extermination he had breathed in his
proclamation at the outset of his invasion. The Commander
of the forces however, received him with every mark of atten-
tion due to his rank, and unsolicited, allowed him to return
to the States upon his parole ; but his officers with few ex-
ceptions, were sent to Quebec.

Our little navy on lake Erie, and on lake Ontario, though
the enemy were making the most active exertions, still
maintained a decided ascendency, and upon it depended
the safety of Upper-Canada and the future fate of the British
Provinces. General Brock intended to have followed up
his first success by an attempt upon Niagara, a fort nearly
opposite to Fort George ; which in all probability as weil
as Oswego, and Sackets Harbour, the nursery of the enemy’s
fleet and forces, would have yielded to the terror of his
name and the tide of success that attended his arms : but
controuled by hisinstructions, he was prevented from adopt-
ing measures, which probably, might have for ever blasted
the hopes of America in the Upper Province.

The Commander of the british forces, conscious of the ina
feriority of his strength, and uncertain of reinforcements
from home, seemed to have adopted a defensive svstem. ra-
ther than mcur the risk of wasting his army in hazardous en«
$erprises which in case ot‘faih_lée might lead to disasters ruine

- ol
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ous to the provinces entrusted to his charge. Forbeararies

o 111, towards America had long been the known and favorite
i ; s policy of Great Britain and there is canse to believe that Sir
@ 1812. Grorce PrevosT acted in the present instance, pursuant
g ‘ to directions from his Majesty’s government, which in the
' f hopes of a speedy termination of the differences with Ames

rica, studied by temporizing, to avoid measures tending
to widen the breach, or giveroom to the american people 4
embark in the guarrel of their government.

Major General Dearborn Commander in Chief of the

Forces of the United States, had soon after the commenees

ment of hostilities fixed his head quarters at Greenbush

near Albany, which was converted into a military depot,

with a view ('»Fcollccling an army to overawe Lower-Canada,

and by preventing succours to the upper province, afford

| Gieneral Hull a facility in his accomplishment of the cons
quest of that province. Here, he received towards the end of

‘ July or in the commencement of August, despatches from Si
s Grorce Prevost, by the Adjutant General, Coload
; Baynes, bearing a flag of truce, notifying the repeal of the
Orders in Council transmitted from Halifax by Mr. Foster
the late Minister in America. A proposition accompanying
thesc. ofthe propriety of suspending hostilities, until the plea-
sure of the President of the United States should be knowny
was submitted to the American General, under the hops
that this concikiatory measure, removing the alledged prince
pal ground of difference between the two nations, would be
met by a corresponding disposition on the part of thea
merican government. General Dearborn readily consented
to an Armistice, (except as to General Hull, who, he said

il acted under the immediate directions of the Secretaryat wary)
g and forwarded the despatches to his government, which
bk £ 3

misconstruing this friendly profter, into weakness, ora sense
5" of'dangeron the part of'the British Commander, and probas
bly Aushed with the prospect of subjugating Upper Canaday
refused to ratify the Armistice. Messengers, had in the mean
time been dispatched to Upper Canada to inform /Geneal
| Brock of the provisional Armistice agreed upon between the
gk British and American Commanders, but the promptitude of
' that officer had secnred Detroit before: their arvival.®

ral Hull was; some monthe affer hisveturn to the United States, and

ng beenregularly exchanged, tried by a general conrt martial forhis

118 {’ 3 in this campaign. He was found g nd sentenced to heshat

B ut-beingvecommended on acconntof his services in the revolutionary war, I
: wias pardened by the President of the United States., f =

CHAPs
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CHAPTER IV.

2

FEUTT American government chagrined with disappoint-
ient and the disgrace of the late campaign, which, e«
ven o their own estitnation, had obliteratedthe "'lt)!'il‘ﬁ of the
revoliiiionary war, resolved to strain every sinew to retrieve
the taled lustre of their arms. The m];un(r of the Guer=
ricre by the United Scates frigate Constitution, a ship far
superior to the former, in tonnage, weight of metal, and
the nuinber of her men., aflorded some solace to their
wonnded pride.  The american forces on the confines of
Lower Canada, under the immediate conmand of General
Dearborn were increasing rapidly, and threatened Montreal
with 1nvasion by St. Jolm'sand the Odeltown road. Their
force ac Niagava, and on the Niagara fronter nnder Briga-
dier General Van Ransalaer, was s already formidable, and
asforded L‘l)n(l grounds of aj pwn(‘:winn to General Brock
of aspeedy trruption from that quarter: while General Har-
fison was actively e wm\vt. in collecting anarmy at the Ri-
ver Hasin neai oit, from n\(*()»mx and the State of
Kentueky.,  The naval esiablishinent at “.ltlul s Harbour
in. the mean tine increased  with  prodigious celerity,
and the ascendency of their fleet on i.l':\v Ontario was
by the indefatigable exeriions of ( ommodore Chauncey
now alinost ineont "'ll“{"- \"..L:J{;'?\i{‘(.{-

e

W

It was, as yet uncertain at what point their main force
would be lirected : or \\hw:".m their object was by a combin=
E‘.i movement to overw |1i Il!\ l"ﬂ\l i;l'()\'i!\L‘l‘r‘ at l't same
‘Instant. I'he shewy lesions they had assembled. were
howev | than dreaded by the British torces,
whowere supported by .a brave and loyal miliia, animated
to. enthusiasm in  the eause 1n which they were enga: aed,
shiile the Americans averse by education, and thewr i 11'-
pendant habits of hie, to the wholesome constraints of
dhiscipline, and the subordination of a camp, could hardly be
organized into the semblance ofan army, which nothing
l)ilL the :\Hurt'ml-;:[q (:l' a »::unl}' L'Ul!tlli(‘hi- :il\il an :l])llll-
dant havvesi of spoil, could prevent from dispersing.

er, rather disdain

A Cordon was formedalong the frontiers of Lower-Cana-
da, from Yemaska toSt. Regis. where the line of separa-
H 2 tion
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tion between the United States and Lower-Canada, touches
the Si. Lawrence, consisting of the Canadian Voltigeurs,
and part of the embodied militia. A light brigade of the
elite of the forces, regular and militia, was formed at Blair-
findie, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Young,
of the 8th regt. consisting of the flank companies of the
8th, 100th, 103d, Regiments, with the Canadian Feng
bles, the fiank companies of the 1st Battalion of embodied
militia, and a small brigade of the Royal Artillery, with
gix field pieces.

The road to the United States, from the camp of Blair-
findie (or I'Acadie) through Burtonville and Odletown,
swas cut up, and rendered impracticable by abbatis, and
every precaution was taken to prevent a sudden irruption
of the enemy from that quarter. The Voltigeurs, with ex-
traordinary perseverance, effected this fatiguing duty in
the course of a very short time, under the superintendance
of their commanding officer Major De Salaberry.

The slender reinforcements that arrived this summer,
were barely sufficient to relieve the citizens of Quebec for
a short time from garrison duty. They consisted of the 1054
Regiment from England, and a battalion of the Ist (or Roy-
al Scots) from the West Indies, with a few recruits for other
regiments; and it was evident that the mother country un-
able at the present moment to supply the necessary aid
for the defence of these provinces, committed their destiny
to the loyalty and patriotism of the canadian population.

In September, another battalion of the militia was em
bodied, principally from the Montreal militia, and placed
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, and
called the Filth Battalion (afterwards Canadian Chassenrs).
The North-West Company raised a corps of Voyageurs,
which was disbanded in" the ensuing spring, while the
merchants and tradesmen of the Ist Battalion of Monties
al sedentary militia, in order to avoid the rigour of the mis
litia. Laws, which admitted of no substitutes, organised
themselves into four companies of volunteers for garrison
duty and field service in case of emergency.

__ From the capture of Detroit and the American army un-
der (:'mn‘vral Hull, we ]‘mve nothing of any importance to re-
Jate until the battle of Queenstm.m. The predatory incut
sions of the enemy in the meantime, deserve to be noticed:

¥
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On the sixteenth of September, a brigade of batteaux load-
ed with stores, and about one hundred and thirty eight
troops, under the command of Major Heathcote of the
Royal Newfoundland Fencibles, were surprized and nearly
taken by a party of five hundred Americans, at Matilda, in
their route to Upper Canada. The enemy having crossed
over before day light in the morning from the Americanside,
effected a landing unperceived upon a small island at a
little distance from the British shore. They concealed them-
selves in the bushes, and sent a party to secure a man by
the name of Toussaint, the only inhabitant upon the isl-
and. Early in the morning, the batteaux were seen advan
cing, and in the eagerness of the Americans to observe them
through a broken glass in his hut, Toussaint stole out and
reaching the shore, gotinto his canoe unobserved. The
Americans upon discovering his escape fired upon him,
while he, by shouting and making signals, apprized the bat=
teaux of their danger, which then precipitately made for the
shore. A gun boat which escorted this party, immediately drop-
ved down from behind the island and opened a fire upon the
{)attoaux, while two large boats loadled with troops were
seen crossing from the American shore, and making for the
upper end of the Channel between the island and the Bri-
tish shore, with a view of taking the Britsh batteaux in
flank. They progeeded without interruption until upon
entering the channel, when a body of militia under Captain
Ault, opened a most destructive fire upon them. One fied
for shelter behind the island, while the other made for its
shore and abandoned the boat with precipitancy, leaving a
nuamber of killed and wounded. They kept up a brisk tire
for some time from the Island under cover of the buslics,
but upon the arrival of a reinforcement of militia from a
neighbouring township, under Captain Munro, they retired
from the island with considerable loss, (exaggeratcd by
some statements to fifty seven killed) and retwrned to theig
own shore, having completely failed in their enterprise.

A party of one hundred and fifty Americans ander Caps
tain {‘101"9}'[11. near the same time crossed over from Gravels
ly point to Gananoque, some miles below Kingston, fron
whence they dislodged a party of filty militia, and took
possession of a quantity of arms and ammunition, which
they carried away afier burning the Store and a small quan<
tity of provisions. Their conduct is represented to have
been disgraceful towards the defenceless inhabitants, whom

& they
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they weré prevented by the officers from T--nnﬂcnncr dffep
some diffienlty. Four men found in the hospital anda
Dragoon intercepted by them on his way to l\"‘_.,-d"\ ta
give notice of tiiewr approach, were made prisoners and cars
ried away by this party.

From the 'cqvml interruption of the CO“V()V‘-’» frond
Montreal, or rather Lachine, to Kingston in U Jpper Cana {a,
by rreans at Ogdensburch, opposite H l(“-ukUL Colo-
]ﬁ-! wethbridge commanaing the latrer, formed the (h'\lﬂi
of ving the enemy and possessing himself of ()gdeub-
bur ect his purpose, he assembled 2

h., With a view to ef
foice of seven hundred and fifty men regulars and militiay
and having collected a sufficient number of batteaux, lié
pushed off in the forencon of the 4th of October, under co-
ver of'a cannonade from Prescot, with twenty five batteaux
escoited by two gun beats. They advanced without oppo=
sition, until mid-channel, when the enemy opened a treniens
dous harge of artillery, which checked their Progress,

iately ensued, and 1l1nv were compelied

'

A confusion 1mme
to make a precipitate veireat, with the loss of three me
killed and foar wounded. ‘The Americans were commands
ed by Brigadier General Brown, and are said to have be-
haved with miuch coolness and intrepidity.  "T'his enterprise
undertaken without the sanction of the Commander of the
Forces, was censured by him ; and the public opinion cons
demmned it as rash and premature.

On the ninth of October, the armed brig Detroit, res
eently taken at Detroit, and the brig Caledonia witha
guantity of Furs belonging m the North-Weet (‘umlumv
having arvived the prece ling day from Detroit with prisons
ers; wore Boatded nppo-qtp [mt Erie before the dawn of
day by a party of upwards of two hundred Americans in
boats marned by seamen. They succeeded in cutting the
eabhics, and the vessels dl‘i‘i'-rc'n towards the American shoré,
The f.‘ edonia grounded at Black Rocek. and tho Detroit
wpon Sguaw Island a small distance from the American
&1 I'he crew after a severe con test l)vm'r made ]‘ll‘v(m"
ers, a paity of men fiom Fort Erie succeeded in hoaldmg
and dismantling her in a fog, under a warm fire of the ene
Iy, and at about ten at night she was bl(m n ip. Some
lives were lost upon  thiscoccasion ¢ among the Americans a
Major Cayler, who was katled by a shot i-.: n Fort Erie, 28

he was udm" along the beach on the opposite side of the
¥iver, Ges
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General Brock, who, with unwearied diligence had watch- Cyavy
&d the motions of the American army mpon the Niagara iv.
frontier, commanded by Major General \‘m Ransalaer, @ ns
was convinced from the movements he had obs (i\\\i on the 4812,
American shore, thatan invasion was premeditated, and
kept his little army upon the alert.  On the 4th of October
an American spy was sent over to the British side. who re-
twrned with information to the American General, that
Greneral Brock had moved on to Detroit with all the force
that could be spared. Encouraged | by these false news, eve~
ry preparation was taken for a ‘descent upon Queenstonn,

On the morning of the Llth, their forces were cone

centrated at Lmus[mn]., opposite (Queenstown, with a

view of making an immediate attack upon the latter ;

but through the neglect or cowardice of the officer

entrusted with preparing and conducting the boats to

the place of em! m:kauon, the attack miscarried. Early in

the morning of the 13th, their forces were Again concen-

trated at lw\namwn, and the troops embarked under cover

of a_commanding battery of two eighteen and two six
pounders. Thlb movement being soon (h—v(m red, a brisk

fire was opened upon them from the British shore. b y the

troops, and from three batteries. The Americans com nenca

eda canncnade to sweep theshore,but with little eflect. The

first division under Colonel Van Ransalaer, effected their

landing unobserved under the heights a little above Queens- Batile of
town, and mounting the ascent with firmness and alacrity, Quecusiowgy

attacked and carried an eighteen pounder battery, and

dislodged the light company of the 49th 1\':_'7' nt. The

euemy were in the. mean time pushing aver it 1 boats, and not-

withs standing the current and eddies, which in this part of

the river are numerous and rapid, =z-'1 atremendons dis-

ge of artillery which shattered many of their boats,

persevered with dauntless resolution, and effect.

close upon Queenstown, where they were opposed by the
renadiers of the 49th Regt. and the York Volunteer Mi-

i{ilizt. with a zlv'm'mimuiml verging upon desperation. . The
carhage became terrible. The British being overwhelmed

with nummbers, were com pelled to retire some distance, in=

1

Lalandin

3
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to a hollow. General Brock having heard the ley
arrived at.that moment, with his Provincial Aide np
Lt. Col. MDonell from Niagara (at the gre ¥y © 1=
ing.) and having rallied the grenadiers of his fave _
was lea l”'lr“l"'n(llllu the charge, when !.'; o 5‘..- i o0 musket Death of
ballin his bl(‘dal,“hx»lld-hl@‘:\.uhﬂu.u.lu.ul) terminated his oy, ¢l Hrodt
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Cuar. istence. The only words he uttered were © push on the brave
Lv. York Volunteers’ when he fell from his horse, and his
%~ corpse remained for some time in the power of the enemy:
1812. In the interim, the light company supported by @ party of
the Yorkers rallied, and reascended to dislodge the enemy

from the heights. They formed and advanced to the charge
exposed to a smart fire, but finding the enemy posted be-

hind trees, so that a charge could have little eflect, they de-

gisted, and separating, posted themselves in like manner,

and kept up a smart fire for some time. Lieut. Col.
MDonell who had joined them while in forming fop
the charge, and was encouraging the men, received a ball

in his back, as his horse, which had been wounded, was

in the act of wheeling. He survived his wound twenty
four hotirs in the most extruciating pain.  The Americans
having effected their landing with an overwhelming force,
the British were obliged to give way, and suspend the fight
until the arrival of reinforcements, leaving the Americans
in possession of the heights. General Sheaffe soon came
up with a reinforcement of three hundred men of the 445
regiment, two companies of militia, and two hundred and
fifty Indians. Reinforcements having also arvived from Chips
pawa, the British General collected his whole force amount-
ing to upwards of eight hundred men, and leaving two
ficld pieces with about thirty men under Lieutenant Hols
croftof the Royal Artilleryinfront of Queenstown, asa check

to prevent the enemy from occupying the village, proceeded

by a circuitous route to gain the rear of the heights upon

which the enemy were posted. The Indians being more

alert than the troops first surmounted the hill, and com-
menced the attack, but were repulsed and fell back upon
themainbody, who formed with celerity,and upon the word,
advanced to the charge under a heavy shower of musketry.
The British sat up a shoutaccompanied with the war-whoop

of the Indians, andadvanced at the double quick or runnin
pace, when the Americans struck with terror, gave way ang
fled in all directions, some concealing themselves in the
bushes, others precipitating themselves down the precipice
were either killed by the fall, or drowned in the attempt to

swim the river. A terrible slaughter ensued, by the Indians,
whose vengeance it was impossible to restrain, until a white
flag was cbeerved ascending the hill with offers of an un-
eonditional surrender which were accepted. An armietice
of three days was proposed by the American and granted by
the British Geseral, m oyder to take care of their wouml«{.

ang
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and bury their dead, on condition of dest roying their bat-
teaux, which was immediately complied with.  One General
Officer (Wadsworth) two Lieut. Colonels, five Majors, a
multitude of Captains and Subalterns, with nine hundred
men, one field piece, and a stand of Colours, were the fruits
of this important victory: and itis computed that the enemy
must have lost in killed, wounded, missing and prisoners,
upwards of fifieen hundred men. The action lasted fiom
fourin the morning until near four o’clock in the afternoon,
and though vanquished, the obstinacy with which they con-
tested the honor of the day, reflects credit upon the ene-
my. General Van Rensselaer, before the arrival of the
reinforcements from Niagara under General Sheaffe, finding
the fate of the day still undetermined, his troops almost ex=
hausted with fatigne, and falling short of ammunition, had
returned to the american shore, to urge across reinforce-
ments from the embodied militia, but they, notwithstanding
every menace, and entreaty on his part, un:miz::r_-mi"}
refused, In this dilemma he wrote a note to General
Wadsworth, who remained with the Americans on the
Queenstown heights, informing 'him of the situation of
things, and leaving the course to be pursued, much to hig
own judgment, 41.-i~l'.|'i|]f_{ him if he thought best to retreat,
he would send as many boats as he could command, and
cover his retreat by every fire hecouldmake.  But before the
latter had time to resolve upon any mode of security or re-
treat, the spirited advance of the British had decided the
fate of the day. 'The British at fort Erie under the command
of Lt. Colonel Myers, silenced the enemy’sfire at Black
Rock, and blew up a barrack with a considerable depot of
ammunition. The Caledonia lately captured by the enemy
was almost destroyed at her moorings. A well directed fire
from Fort George also silenced the enemy’s Batteriea on the
other side of the river, from whence they fired red hot shot
upon the wooden buildingsin the neighbourhood of Forg
dcnrge. y

Thus ended 1 their total discomfiture, the second ate
tempt of the Americans to invade Upper-Canada. The loss
()t'l{te British is said to have been about twenty killed ine
cluding Indians, and between, fifty and sixty wounded,
Thic fall of General Brock theidol of the army, and of the peo=
ple of Upper Canada, was an irreparable loss, and cast a
shade over the glory of this dear-boughr victory. He wasg
@ native of Guernsey of anancient and reputablefarily disa
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tinguished in the profession of arms. He had served foy
many years in Canada,and in some of the principal cams
paigns” in Europe. He commanded a detachment of his
favorite 49th Regiment, on the expedition to Copenhagen
with Lord Nelson, where he distinguished himself. He wasone
of those extraordinary men who seem born to imfluence
mankind, and mark the age in which they live. Conscious
of the ascendency of his genius over those who surrounded
him, he blended the mildest of manners, with the sever.
ity and discipline of a camp, and though his. deportment
was somewhat grave and imposing, the noble franknessof
his character 1mparted at once confidence and respect o
those who had occasion to approach his person. As a sl
dier he was brave to a fault, and not less judicious than
decisive in his measures. The energy of his character wi
strongly expressed in his countenance, and in the robustand
manly symmetry of his frame. As a Civil Governor, he
was firm, prudent and equitable. In fine, whether, w
view him as a Man, a Statesman or a Soldier, he equally
(l(,‘b'\:r\'l‘ﬂ lil(_? esteem :lnd l'(“"l‘l‘('[ Or ill" (;()ntcmpt)l‘ul'i(‘s and
of posterity. The Indians who flocked to his standard
were attached to him with almost enthusiastic affection, and
the enemy even expressed an involuntary regret at hisun-
timely fall. His prodigality of life, bereft the countryof
his services at the early age of forty-two years. The re-
mains, of this gallant Officer, were, during the funeral seryice,
honored with a discharge of minute guns from the Ameri-
can, as well as British - batteries, and with those of
his faidhiful Aid-de-Camp Lieut. Colonel M‘Donell, were
interred in the same grave at Fort George, on the 16th
October, amidst the tears of an affectionate soldiery and
a grateful people, who will cherish his memory with vene
ration, and hand to their posterity the imperishable name
of BROCK.

The civil and military commands in Upper-Canada now
devolved upon Major General Shealfle, a friend and fellow
soldier of his illustrious predecessor. He paroled Geneal
Wadsworth and some of the principal officers ; the remains
der were sent to Quebec. Amung the American prisoneis,
twenty-three men were found, who having declared then-
selves British born subjects were sent to England for trialas
traitors, This gave occasion to retaliate upon British pri=
soners in America, and a like number of the latter were pul
mio close confinement as Hostages for the safety of the

" traitorg
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traitors, by order of the American government. This cir-
gtance led to discussions that shall be noticed in their
proper place.

On the 18th of October, General Smyth assumed the com-
mand at Niagara, and applied to the British General for an
Armistice which was agreed upon, and to continue
until thirty hours after notice of its termination.

On the 23d of October, a party of near four hundred Ams
ericans from Plattsburg under Major Young, surprised the
piquet at the Indian V 1|.auv of'St. Regis. T'wenty three men
were made prisonersby the enemy, and Lieut. Rottotteand a
sergeant \I‘('hlh\"n‘ and six men were left dead. The

nq tet consisted of a detachment of Canadian Voyageurs.
llu- americans in plundering the Village found an Ensign,
r Union Jack, in the house, ol the resident Immplr ter, usu-

'lv hoisted upon a flag staft’ at the door of the Chief on

undays or Holy-days, \\1 ich, said the American Major in
an order issued upon the occasion (not a little proud of the
achievement) were the first Colours taken during the war.
This oce |||--nw was ':ln\w\u, counterpoised by an attack
unon a 1»;11. f Americans at Salmon river near St. Regis
on i \u yvember, by detachments of the Royal \IL[“CIV
49¢h Re _;t'm'nt and Glengary Light Infantry, amounting to
seventy men, with de h\d ments h(lmtht‘( ornwall and (Iivn-
gary Militia ni near the mml' number, the whole under the
command of Lieut. Col. M*Millan. In this affair, the enec-
my tookto a bloc !!n!l-ﬂ', but [Illi{:llf_{l|1t'lllal'i\'t">‘ surrounde (I
aurrendered themselves |\:‘i-‘um rs of war. One ( .1l»mm two
Subalterns, and forty-one men became p risoners of war, and
four batteaux, and fitty-seven stand of arms were taken.

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes ofwar, and the internal
difficulties with which the american government had to
struggle, the mostactive preparations were carrying on to in-
\fa\h‘ lh(' Canadas. Major General Dearborn was .n the head
of tenthousand men on the confines of Lower-Canada: our
fleet, though superior to them in the spring and summer on
Iake Onldl‘lu dare not now even contest with the Americans
hu thedominion of the Lake. General Smyth had an army of
six thousand men on the Niagara frontier,and General Har-
rison on the river Raisin, over-awed Detroit with his Ohio

and "\'"l\llu‘kv men. From these ]N)\lllt‘:ll pearances it was
#vident that theeneluy still meditated a combined movement,
; B bug

Cuar.
IV.
(Ve
1812




04

ADMINISTRATION OF

but the wncertainty of the point against which their main

| be nimed, kept ourarmy constantly on the
alert.  On the ninth of November the american tleet cope
sisting of seven sail of vessels with a considerable numberof
Troops after chasing the Royal George into Kingston Chape

| her forsome time; being however, warmly
 the batteries as well the ships, they hauled off
d be: under a heavy fire to Four Mile Point, and an-
chored, with a view of renewing the attack at a more favors
ble opportunity. - Early on the ensuing morning they got
under way, and beat out of the Channel under a heavy press
of sail to the open Lake, where they fell in with the Gos
vernor Simcoe, from Niagara running for Kingston, and
chased her into the Harbour ; she eluded their pursuit by
running over a reef of rocks under a heavy fire from the Gos
vernor T'omkins, the Hamilton, and Juliana, which did het
some injury. The weather becoming beisterous the fleet
bore away for Sacket’s Harbour, after having taken in their
cruise two Schooners, in one of which Capt. Brock Pay
master of the 49th Regiment was made prisoner. He waspas
oled by Commodore Chauncey, who meritoriously restored
the Plate and Effects found in his possession belonging to his
late illustrious relative Gieneral Brock.

strengiiiv wol

American forces under General Dearborn in the
mean time gradually approached the frontier of Lower Ca-
nada, and early on the morning of the seventeenth of No-
vember 1812, Major (now Lieut. Colonel) De Salaberry,
Superintendant of the Canadian Voltigeurs, commanding
the cordon and advanced posts on the lines, received infor-
mation at St. Philips, that the enemy to the number of
ten thousand, were advancing upon Odeltown. He imme-
diately despatched two companies of the Voltigeurs under
the command of Captain Perrault of the same regiment,
with three hundred Indians under Captain Ducharme of
the Indian department, to reinforce Major Laforce of tlie
Ist Battalion Embodied Militia, who was posted with the
two flank companies of that battalion at the river La Cole,
This detachment after a fatiguing march of thirty six miles,
chiefly through morasses and abbatis, arvived early in the
afternoon of the same day at Burtonville, and took a posi-
tion within the river La Cole, a mile distant from it, in
conjunction with a party of about Lhiny Algonquin and
Abenaki Indians, and a few voyageurs under Captain
M‘Kay, a gentleman of the North-West Company in the
Voya~




s i s . e I e e et e LA i

Sin Grorce Prevost. €5

Foyageurs corps.  Major De Salaberry arrived on the day
foilowing with the remainder of the Voltigeurs and the
Voyageurs, commanded by Lieut. Colonel M*Gillivray, and
four companies of the Volunteer Chasseurs from the parishes
of Chateauguay, St. Constant, St. Philip and 'Acadie.
In the mean time the enemy occupied Champlain Town, two
or three miles {rom the lines, and an earnest invasion was

momently expected. Nothing occurred of any consequence
until the 20th in the morning, when Captain M*Kay visita
ing the piguet between three and four o’clock, perceived the
enemy tording the river La Cole, and at the same insiant
heard them cock their firelocks in the surrounding bushes.
He had scarcely time to apprice the picquet under (h]ii:ﬁn
Bernard Panet, of their danger, when the enemy who had
surrounded the guard-hut on all sides, discharged a volley
of musketry so close. that their wads sat fire to the roof and
consumed the hut. The Militia and Indians discharged
their pieces, and-dashi
caped unhurt, whi

ig through theranks of the enemy, es-
e the Americans who had forded the
river in two places, mistaking each other in the darkness
and confusion of the night for the enemy, kept up a brisk
fire for near halfan hour, in which they killed and wound-
ed several of their own people. After discovering their er-
ror they retired to Champlain Town, leaving five men
wounded, and three or fourkilled, who were found by the
Indians on the same day. This party is said to haye con-
sisted of fourteen hundred men and a troop of Dragoouns, and
was commanded by Colonels Pyke and Clarke.

This movement, or rather incursion of the edemy, gave
room to expect another more vigorous attempt to invade
Lower-Canada, and on the 22d, the Governor by a General
Order directed the whole Militia of the province to consider
themselves commanded {or active service, and to be prepaved
to move forward to ineet the enemy as soon as required.
Lieut. Colonel Deschambault was ordered to cross the St.
Lawrence at Lachine to Cahnawaga, with the Pointe Claire,
Riviere du Chéne, Vaudreuil and Longue Pointe Battali-
ons, and to march nponl’Acadie. The Volunteers of the st
Battalion of Montreal militia, the flank companies of the
second and third battalions, and a troop of militia dragoons
crossed the river to Longueil and Laprairie, and the whole
mass of population in the district of Montreal made a spon-
taneous movement towards the point of invasion with an
enthusiasm unsurpassed in any age or country, (}tf)m‘al
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Dearborn, who, no doubt was well informed ot'lthe state of
the public mind in Lower-Canada at this crisis, foresaw
from the multitnde assembled to oppose his progress, and
the hostile spirit of the canadians, the fruitlessness of an
attempt to invade Lower-Canada, began to withdraw
his sickly and already enfeebled host, into winter quarterg
at Plattsbure and Burlington.  Whether he ever earnesily
(‘(mwns[(l:-mﬂ an imvasion, or only im(-mlr,-d this movement
as a feint to create a diversion in favor of the army undee
General Smyth on the Niagara frontier, remainsa question,
All apprehensions of an invasion of Lower-Canada for the
present season having disappeared, the troops and Embodied
milicia were on the 27th November, ordered into winte
(1“1:_1[‘({'1'5.

The armistice concluded between Generals Smyth and
Slieatle after the battle of Queenstown was terminated on
the 20th November, pursuant to notification to that effect
from the former. This and the former Armistice without
atlording any present advantage, proved in the event of
material prejudice to the British on Lake Erie. 'The
Americans availed themselves of so favorable an occasion to
forward their Naval Stores unmolested from Rlack Rock
to Presque Isle by water, which they could not otherwise
have effected, but with immense trouble and expence by
land, and equipped at leisure the fleet which afterwards
wrested from us the command of that Lake.

General Smyth (of proclamation memory) had during the
darnmustice exerted himself in preparing boats for another at-
tempt to invade the Upper Province, near Fort Erie at the
foot of the Lake of the same name., *

Farly onthe morning of the 28th Nov. the enemy effecteda
landing on the British side with a division of fourteen boats
rowed by sailors with about thirty men each at the u per
end of Grande Isle between Fort Erie and Chippawa, ’ll'lmy
were resolutely opposed by Lieutenant King of the Royal
Avrtillery, and Licutenant Lamont and Bartley with detach-
ments of thirty and thirty five men each, of the 49¢h Regiment.
Licutenants King and Lamont were wounded, and their
men being overwhelined ‘with numbers gave way after
spiking the guns ; these two officers with about thirty three
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Men were made prisoners and sent over to the american Cuaw,
side. Lieut. Bartley in the mean time after a determined 1V.
resistance by which his force was reduced to seventeen effec-

tive men was compelled to retive, being threatened by a  18i2.
movement of the enemy upon his flank. In the interim

the boats with the prisonersand as many Americans as conld

erowd into them, returning, left Captain King Aid-de-( amp

to the American General with a few officers and about forty

men, who moved down the shore of the river but being

pursued by Major Ormsby from Fort Erie, were made pri-

soners after a feeble resistance. At aboutseven o’clock inthe
morning, another division of eighteen boats were seen advanc=

ing to effect a landing twomiles lower down than the former.

Colonel Bishopp having upon the first alarm, moved from
Chippewa, had now formed a junction with Major Ormsby

from Fort Erie, and commanding a force of nearly eleven
hundred men, consisting of detachments of the 41st, 19¢h,

and Royal Newfoundland Regiments, a body of Militia

under Lieut. Col. Clark and Major Hall, and some Indians,

waited for the enemy on the shore. Their approach was welj
eomed with three cheers, and a steady and effectual fire op-
ened upon them from musketry and a six pounder (under
the command of Captain Kirby of the Royal Artillery,)
which destroyed two of their boats, threw the remainder
into confusion, and compelled them to seek safety in {lizht.
The enemy, for a part of the day, made a display of their
force on their own side of the river, but perceiving the Bri=
tish had unspiked and remounted the guns which had fallen
into their hands in the morning, they, with a view of re-
tiring unmolested from our fire, by gaining a little time, sent
over a flag to Colonel Bishopp to summons the surrender
of Fort Erie, tosave the effusion of human blood, who an-
swered in the laconic words of an Englishman * Come
and take it.” Preparations were made for another descens
on the Canada side, on the morning of the Ist of Decem-
ber, but through mismanagement in embarking their troops,
and a deficiency of provisions, the project miscarried, and
the troops were ordered to re-land and hut themselves for
the winter. Murmur and discontent crept into the A=
mevican camp, and General Smyth was obliged to take
tlight to save himself from the indignation of his ar ny, which
from death, sickness and defection, soon ceased to be a
subject of apprehension to the British in their neighbour=
hood. This was the termination of the third attemyt to
invade Upper-Canada, and the result of the formidaile

ro=
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Cuar. preparations of the American government to conquer the

Canadas, )

The L(*gi;—'.hnn'v of Lower-Canada assembled on the 29tk
of December. The Governor, at the opening of the S&
sion, expressed his confidence in the people, the ‘1'|.'uiLs of
whose loyalty were the honorabie termination of the cam
paign without effusion ofblond, loss of territosy, Or & res
course to martial law. He thanked the House i the
name of the Prince Regeni, for the assurance of attachs
ment and support they had promised in their answer to
his Speech at the opening of Parliament in the preceding,
month of February, and acquainted them that <« His Roy-
al Highness placed that confidence in the courage and loy-
alty of his Majesty’s Canadian subjects which made him
equally fearless of the result of any direct attack upon
them, and of any insidious attempts to alienate their afe
fection from his government.” He informed them of the
beneficial effects resulting from the Army Bill Act, and e
commended it to their further consideration. ¢ He had
(he observed) according to the powers vested in him b
the Legislature, called forth the Militia to assist in the des
fence of the Province, and with the most cheering satisfacs
tion had been a witness of that public spirit, that steady
order and that love of their country, their Religion and
their Laws, which they had manifested on this occaion,
and which by animating and uniting all classes of his Maa
jesty’s subjects, could not fail under Divine Providence to
make them safe at home and respected abroad.” He recoms
mended a revision of the Militia Laws, and concluded by
urging the necessity of dispatch in conducting the publig
business.

Among the first proceedings of the House of Assembly in
this Session, was an enquiry into the causes and injurious
consequences that might have resulted from the delayins
curred in the publication of the laws of the Provincial
Parliament passed in the Session thereof began and holden
on the 2Ist February preceding. This measure was for
#ome time persevered in with unremitted assiduity, and
with the obvious intention to palliate the guilt of the riots
ersat iLachine. Among those summoned on this occasion to
attend the bar of' the House of Assembly, were the Clerk and
other Officers of the Legislative Council, which not having
been previously consulted by the Lower House refus&?ii1 to

allow
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wllow their servants to be examined at the bar of the latter, Cuzaw.
The Legislative Council however, afier deliberation per- IV,
mitted them to be examined by the House of Assembly
under a species of protest, from a desive to remove every 1812,
possible obstacle to the immediate discussion of measures
zequisite for the defence of the Province; reserving for a
more convenient occasion the question of their privilege in
this respect. Nothing of any importance resulted from
the enquiry, which, after some procrastination was totally
relinquished. T'he subject of appointing an Agent in Eng-
land was resumed by the House in the present Session, but
was postponed. To support the expence of the war an
income tax upon salaries from government was proposed
in the Lower House, in the proportion of fifteen per cent
upon every salary of L1500 and upwards, per annum,
twelve per cent upon £1000 and upwards, ten per cent
upon £500 and upwards and five per cent upon every

250 and upwards. A bill to that effect was passed in
the Lower House but was rejected by the Legislative Coun-
cil.

The House resolved itself into & Committee to take inte
consideration the power and authority exercised by his
Majesty’s Courts in this Province under the denomination
of Rules of Practice. The result or rather progress of
this enquiry during the subsequent Session, we shall have
occasion to notice in its turn. The House in taking inta
consideration that part of the Governor’s Speech, in which
reference was had to Martial Law, came to certain Resolu=
tions strongly adverse to a recourse to such a measure. The
Army. Bill Act was renewed and extended : five hundred
thousand pounds were authorized to be put intocirculation,
and in order to secure their credit, gommi.r.si()ners were
appointed to establish at regular periods the current rate
ofl[‘:)(chango, of Bills upon London, which the holders, upon
application were intitled to obtain from Government. if=
teen thousand pounds were granted by the Parliament to
equip the Embodied Militia, one thousand pounds to pro-
vide for hospitals for the Militia, and twenty-five thouzand
pounds for the support of the war. The further sum of
four hundred pounds was granted to improve and facilitate
the communication between Lower and Upper-Canada.
But no amendment was made to the Militia Laws owin
to a disagreement on the subject between the Lower ani

Upper Houses. A duty of two and a half per cent upon
K
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Chiar] all merchandize (provisions excepted) imported into thy
IV. Province, and two and a half per cent more, upon Merchan.
: dize imported into the Province by persons not actually
1813.  therein resident six months previous to such importation,
was granted for the support of the war. The present Ses.
[ ‘ sion of the Legislature was prorogued on the fifteenth of
February.

CII A P‘
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CHAPTER V.

HE American army under the command of General
Harrison still hovered on the border of the Michigan
Territory and over-awed Detroit, where Colonel Practor with
an inferior force was left in command after the reduction
of that post by General Brock. On the 19th of January, in-
formation was received at Detroit by the British Command-
er, that a division or brigade of the American army under
Brigadier General Winchester, was encamped at French-
town on the River Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroit,
having driven in a body of militia and Indians posted there
under Major Reynolds of the militia, who, after some resist-
ance with a field piece, fell back upon Brownstown. Colonel
Proctor promptly determined to attack this division before
it could be reinforced by the main body under General
Harrison, dnvoorHNWLMysmamhintheﬂmr;anda%em-
bled his disposeable force at Brownstown on the 21st, con-
sisting of five hundred regulars, seamen and militia, and
about six hundred Indians, He advanced the same day
twelve miles, to Stoney Creck, and at day break the next
morning made a resolute attack on . the enemy’s camp.
General Winchester himself, fell soon after the commence-
ment of the action into the hands of the Wyandot Chief
Roundhead, who surrendered him to Colonel Proctor. The
Americans had retreated to the houses and enclosures, from
which they were making a desperate resistance through
fear of falling into the hands of the Indians ; but upon 1ts
being represented to General Winchester, that unless a
speedy surrender were made, the buildings would be set on
fire, and that no responsibility would be taken forthe con-
duct of the Indians, he sent a flag of truce to his men, and
agreed on their part to a surrender, upon condition of their
being protected {rom the fury of the Sayages, and allowed
to preserve their private property, In this aflair the enemy
loat in killed between three and four hundred men, and one
Brigadier General, three field Officers, nine Captains, twenty
Subalterns and upwards of five hundred men in prisoners.
The loss on the }}riliah side was also severe + twenty-four
killed and one hundred and fifty-eight wounded.  This spi-
rited and wigorous measure completely disconcerted th
arrangements made by General Harrison for the recover
K 2 the
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the Michigan tervitory, and secured Detroit from any e
mediate danger. In recording this gallant exploit, it mus
be regretted, that the ungovernable ferocity of our Indianals
lies, (who on the day afterthebattle, aresaid to haveslaughter-
: ed in spite of the British, such of the wounded prisoners as
were unable towalk,) should have tarnished the honorof the
victory. Humanity revolts at the idea of a massacre of de
fenceless and wounded prisoners taken in open and honora.
ble warfare, and we can only find an excusefor the guilt of
the tame spectators of such atrocities, in their appreheps
sions of a similar fate, in case of interference to rescue the
unhappy victims of savage vengeance. The House of As-
sembly of Lower-Canada passe(? a vote of thanks to Colonel
Proctor for the skill and intrepidity with which he planned
and carried into execution this enterprise, and for theex
emplary humanity displayed by him in the moment of vic
tory'* = A vote of thanks was also passed to the offices
non-commissioned officers and privates belonging to e
line, marine and militia forces who assisted in its accome
plishment, and Colenel Proctor was immediately promotid
1o the rank of Brigadier General by the Commander of the
Forces, until the pleasure of the Prince Regent should be
known, who was pleased to approve and confirm the ap-
pointment,

The Governor having closed the Session of the Legislature
left Quebec on the 17th February on a visit for Upper-Cang-
da. In his route thither, Lieut. Colonel Pearson in come
mand at Prescot, proposed to him as he passed, an attack
upon the American post of Ogdensburg in retaliation foran
A excursion by the enemy from thence upon Brockville some
i days previous. The Governor did not deem it expedient
to order an attack upon that post, but as two men had
deserted on the evening of his arrival, and had gone over
to the enemy, who might upon ascertaining the arrival of the
Governor, way lay him on his route, it was determined
that Lt. Col. Pearson should proceed on the ensuing morns
] ing with His Excellency to Kingston, while Lt. Col. M‘Dons
1'1' | nell second in command at Prescot, should make a demons
] stration onthe icein front of Ogdensburgh, as well with a view

~of engaging the attention of the enemy, as by drawing out

¥ When this vote of thanks was passed, the facts alluded to were certain-
Sh Iy not within the knowledge of the Assembl , as it is mou,lhan probable
i they would have been silent vpen the ecore oly humanity,
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tgheir forces, toascertain the strength of thegarrison. On the Cua®.
ensuing-morning (22d February,) as the Governor departed,

Lieut. Col. M‘Donnell moved with his party across the river ™~
on the ice, towards Ogdensburgh; the enemy perceiv-  1818.
ing the movement, were prepared to receive him, and Lieut. Atk 8
Col. M‘Donnell impelled by that spirit characteristic of Bri- .

" v " on Ogdens
tish Soldiers, turned the demonstration into a real attack., burgh.

The enemy were driven from the village after a short
contest, leaving about twenty killed, and a considerable
namber wounded. Four brass field pieces, seven pieces
of iron ordnance complete, with several hundred stand of
arms, and a considerable quantity of stores fell into the
hands of the victors, who lost seven killed, and seven
officers (including Lt. Col. M‘Donnell) and forty-one men
wounded. After having destroyed two small schooners
and two gun boats left there to winter, they returned te
their quarters at Prescot,

During the winter the greatest exertions were made to
be in a state of preparation for the ensuing campaign. In
March a draught of militia took place, to fill up the militia
Battalions. A Battalion (the 6th) was embodied at Que-
bec from the city Militia for garrison duty. The Canadian
Regiment of Fencibles, the Glengaries and the Voltigeurs
recruited with diligence and success ; and the 104th (or
New Brunswick Regiment) marched through from Frede-
rickton for Upper-Canada, some hundreds of miles, with
extraordinary celerity in the month of March, though their
route from Frederickton to the river St. Lawrence, lay
through an uninhabited wilderness buried in snow and
never before practiced by troops.

The American forces in the mean time angmented daily
at Sacket’s Harbour, and their fleet being superior to that
of the British, a descent upon Kingston or its neighbour-
hood was confidently expected : the American government
however, deemed it too hazardous a game to stake the fate of
their Lake armament upon an enterprise against the prin-
cipal depét of the British in the Upper Province, where
they must expect a desperate resistance, and resolved to
direct their efforts against the more distant and vulnerable
parts on the Lake. (%Ummodore Chauncey having accord-
ingly equipped. his fleet for an expedition, and received on
board upwards of seventeen hundred troops under the

elin-
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€uar. command of Generals Dearborn and Pike, saﬂed- fromp
ii { Y. Sacket’s Harbour on the 25th of April, and on the follow
|/ o~ ingevening appeared off York with fourteen sail of a;‘megi
' Ibis.  vessels. On the ensuing morning (27th) the enemy com-
menced a debarkation about three miles to the west of
the town, but the wind blowing fresh from the eastward
they fell considerably to leeward of the position fixed upon
for landing (the site of the old French Fort Toronto) while
they suffered much from a galling fire of the British troops
posted in a wood. 'They howeyer :1CCﬂIHpiiSh(‘d their land.
Ratile & can. M2 and compelled the British to retire with loss. Tl;;gr
ture of York. Grenadiers of the 8th Regiment, who lpst their Captai
M<Neal, were, after a desperate contest almost annililated
by the overwhelming numbers of the enemy. The latier
baving made their landing, formed upon the beach undet
the immediate orders of General Pike, while the schooners
worked up to the Forts under a heavy cannonade, and as
suming a position at the distance of six hundred yards I'rmﬁ
. the batteries in order to make a simultaneous impressian
Tk ‘ upon the works by water and by land, opened a heavy fie
tipon them which did great execution. The land force
ander General Pike advanced through a little wood @
the main works, when, at the distance of sixty rods front
them, atremendous explosion took place from a magazine
previously prepared, which discharging an immense quans
& tity of rubbish, spread havock among their troops and killed
i a number of their officers and men. General Pike, an
3 Officer much esteemed in the American army, and who
seems to have been a gentleman of an amiable character in
private life, received a contusion froma large stone while
}('miing on his men, which in a few hours put a period to
his existence. General Sheaffe finding his small force un.
Al able to resist that of the enemy, retreated at two o’clock iy
the afiernoon, leaving Lieut. Colonel Chewit of the militia
to treat with the enemy: and a capitulation immediately
ensued, by which York was surrendered to the American
forces, and the Militia to the amount of more than two
hundred men with their officers surrendered prisoners of
1 ! ‘ war, on condition that all private property should be respect-
B ed. The public stores of every description fell into the
hands of the enemy with the "armed schooner Duke of
Gloucester undergoing repairs. A new ship which hat
injudiciously been laid down at this open and defenceless
of Post the preceding winter, and now almost completely
' planked, was, with the naval stores set on fire by the Britis

pI'C‘
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previous to their retreat. The loss of the British was severe, Cuaw,
amounting to about one hundred and thirty men in killed o
and wounded, among the former Mr. M‘Lean, the Speaker ™ s
of the House of Assembly of Upper-Canada, who had . 1813,
volunteered his services with a musket. The loss of the
#nemy though not correctly ascertained must have been

ro ortionalry heavier than that of the British. The enemy
Eavmﬂ secured their booty, re-imbarked and sailed on the

2d of iday for Niagara,

The people hitherto unaccustomed to hear of reverses,
were irritated at this success of the enemy, and as usual
upon such occasians, clamoured against the General com=
manding, who a few weeks afierwards was succeeded in
the Administration of the Civil Government of Upper-Ca=
nada by Major General De Rottenburg, and on his return
to the Lower Province assumed the command of the forces
in the District of Montreal. It is fiot ascertained whether
his removal was the result of the displeasure of the Com-
mander of the forces, but upon a cool survey of the event
of the battle of York, it must be owned that the honor of
the British arms was strenuously and ably maintained by
the small party of men under his command, who, indmli!!g‘
Regulars, Militia and Indians, did not exceed six hundred,

The American fleet having landed the troops at Niaga-
ra, returned to Sacket’s Harbour for reinforcements, and on
the 25th May, their whole fleet having proceeded by de-
tachments, were again assembled at Niagara, and General
Vincent commanding at Fort George, foresaw that an attack
was intended shortly to be made upon his Post. Commo-
dore Chauncey despatched two of his vessels to cruise vi-
rilantly off’ Kingston, and concerted his arrangements with
&'oncral Dearborn for a combined attack upon Fort

George.  Early in the morning of the 27th May the enemy A¢ack ana

commenced a combined attack upon that Fort, having pre- L

viously, on the 24th and 26th materially injured the works ~— C°0"8%
by a warm cannonade from their ships and batteries. A
body of about eight hundred riflemen under Colonel Scott
landed near the two Mile Creek, while the fleet ranged up
in the form of a crescent, extending from the North of the
light'house to the two Mile Creek, so as to enfilade the Bri-
tish batteries by a cross fire. The riflemen after forming
and ascending the bank were met by the British, and con
pelled to- give way, in disorder and retwrn to the beach
from
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€nar. from whence they kept up a smart fire under cover of the

bank. In the mean time another body of upwards of twe
thousand men under the direction of General Lewis, madeg
landing and formed on the beach under cover of a tremen-
dous  cannonade¢ of round shot, and showers of grape and
canister from the fleet, that swept the adjacent plain, and
compelled the British to retire. General Vincent findi

the works torn to pieces by the enemy’s artillery and no
Yonger tenable against so overwhelming a force, caused the
Fort to be dismantled, and the magazines to be blown
mp, and retreated to Queenstown, leaving the Amerieans
to take possession of the ruins of the Fort. The British
1oss consisted of fifty-two killed and upwards of three huge
dred wounded and missing. The American accounts stae
their loss at thirty-nine killed and one hundred and eleven
wounded. ’

General Vincent on the ensuing day having collected
the whole of the forces from Chippawa and Fort Erie, and
destroyed or rendered useless the posts and stores along
that frontier, commenced his retreat toward Burlingtoy
Heights at the head of Ontario.

The arrival of Sir James L. Yeo fiom England at Que-
bec, on the 5th May, with several Officers of the Royal Navy
and 450 seamen for the Lakes, cheered the drooping spirits
of the public. Captains Barclay, Pring and Finnis, with
five Lieutenants of the Royal Navy having previously arrived
ever land from Halifax, with some seamen, were already at
Kingston, and wereputting the fleet in a state of preparation
to meet the enemy. Sir George Prevost proceeded from
Montreal to Kingston with Sir James L. Yeo, who aived
at the latter place in the short term of six weeks from hif
embarking at Portsmouth.

The two Commanders being now at Kingston, the publia
was on the tip-toe of expectation for some decisive dash

Erpedition upon the enemy’s flotilla. An attack upon Sacket’s Hare
et Sack-hour in the absence of their fleet at Niagara was resolved

upon. A body of eight hundred or a thousand men were

embarked on the 27th May, on board of the British flotills

at Kingston, consisting of the Wolfe 24 guns, Royal

(George 24, Farl of Moira 18, and four schooners beal‘iﬂgF

from ten to twelve guns each, with a sufficient number 0

batteaus, amd at moon en the next day they were off Sac’;
: ) ket
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ket’s Harbour. - The ' weather was propitious, and the tmops Cuam,
were transferred to the battehux to make their landi Ing U= V.
der an escort of two gun-boats, eommanded by C m)mm L i
Mulcaster, the whole undu the nn'lmthdlx- divection of tiie 1818
land and naval Commanders in Chief.  'Fhey had procéeded

but a short distaiice when a con \‘n\‘ of American hoafs

loaded with troops were descried doubling "-mw-' Point,
their way from Oswego to Backet’s Harbour. 'l ke Indiams,
who had previontly | fnded onen Island, fired upon them as
they passed dand thiew them into confus ion, while the bo ats
and batteaix bore down and captufed twelve of them with
about 150 men : the remainder escaped into Sacket’s Har-
bour. The landing was then deletred until the ne Xt morn-
ing, while the Ameticans raised the alarm, and “withdrety
a detachment of their troops posted upon Hovse Istand at
the mouth of'the Harbour, and assumed a p:“;l;nn on l!'."
main, opposite a ford leading from the Island |s| [.1 ' 1
land, where they were réinforced ] by a body of militia under
General Brown, and prepared for a vigorous defence
The night was dark and rainy, and at day l,\rmk next morn-

ing the boats were so scattered that thie were unable to
vllnct a landing as intended, before the (li“'[.‘ dshould hLave
time to line llu‘ woods.  They first attempted to land on

the main, in a cove formed 11\ Horse ¥ L.m] bue on :1;«,
nmadm-g it they found the enemy prepared tor them by %
heavy fire of lnll‘-l\f‘tl\’ hmn the surro unalwu wor ds sup-
pmwd byafield pwu' They thes ]u.I' sd round and land-
ed on the outside of the Island, with little or no loss, and
pushed forward to theford, in the fice of' a'hot fire of mus-
ketry and the field piece; which they carvied in a fow ma-
ments after landing, with a tumbrel and a few rounds
rnmubition. - The enemy retreated; ani posting ‘themselve
securély ‘béhind lax rge trees, kept upa smact five upon the
Bl‘iL-l“J. The fleet -in the mean~time, as well as ‘a smail
escel with two six puu:ulen. intended to-have been landed
in time to support the advance of the troops, were, thiongh
shight and adverse wind, ‘along way in the rear. Undér
theése cireumstances it was 1m]-u-~th e to wait for the arrival
of the artillery, and Colonel Baynes, the Adjutant General
of the Forces in British N. America, who was ch: arged with
this sewvice, ordered the detachment to divide, in order to
scour the woods-by ]m)sum'f two paths which led in op po-
site directions round a rising ground. The ene my mw-([
.ged from the woods at the pmnl of the bayonet, fled to their
tort and blockhouses, whither they were pursued by the
L . Britich
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British, who set fire to their bamacks. At this junctare
was thought by the commanding officer, that the enemy’s
block houses and stockaded battery could not be carried by
assault, even with the assistance of field pieces had they
been landed. The fleet were still out of reach to render
any assistance in battering them, while his men wereex-

osed to the fire of the enemy secure within their worlg,

he signal of retreat was therefore given to the indignan
assailants, and the enterprise was abandoned at a momen
when the enemy had so far calculated upon a decisive yie
tory on the part of the British, as to set fire to their nayl
store houses, hospital and marine barracks, by which all the
booty previously taken at York, and the stores for their new
ship were consumed. They had also set fire to a frigate o
the stocks, but on discovering the retreat of the British, they
succeeded in suppressing the fire and saved her. The troop
were immediately re-imbarked and returned to Kingston,
The loss though heavy on both sides is not correctly ascen
tained ; among the British, Capt. Gray, Acting Depy. Q.
M. General, wasmuch regretted. He fell while reconnoitying
the enemy’s works in the hope of discovering some opening
to favor an assault.

Thus terminated this expedition to the disappointment of
the public, who, from the presence and co-operation of the
two Commanders in Chief, fondly flattered themselves with
a far more brilliant result. This miscarriage with other
reverses at the commencement of the present campaign, de-
stroyed in the opinion of the enemy, the invincibility our
arms had acquired the preceding autumn,

From these humiliating occurrenees, we turn with pride
to more cheering scenes of action, which effectually ‘re-
trieved the honor of the British arms in Upper-Canada,
General Harrison notwithstanding the defeat of a division
of’ his army under General Winchester at Frenchtown in
February, still persevered in his preparations to recover
the Michigan territory, and in pursuance of his views had
towards the spring, taken post near the foot of the yapid
of the Miami, where he_ only waited for reinforcements to
commence active operations against the British. Generil
Proctor aware of his views, determined to dislodge him be
fore the arrival of his reinforcements, and proceeded for
the Miami. He arrived at the neighbourhood of the ene
my’s position on the 26th of April. The Amcricansh

\ aws
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However. secured themselves by block houses and batteries

so as to render every effort of the small artillery of the be-

siegers unavailing. In the morning of the 5th of May, a
reinforcement consisting of two regiments amounting to
about twelve hundred men under Brigadier General Clay,
having rapidly descended the river from Fort Defiance some
distance above Fort Meigs (the American position) made a
sudden attack and surprised the British batteries on the
West side of the river, seconded by a resolute and simulta«
neous sally from the garrison. Having carried the British
batteries, they unwarily pursued the Indians who fell back
skirmishing with the enemy, while the main force coming
ap, by a hasty and judicious movement circumvented the
Americans and intercepted their retreat to the river. After a
desperate contest, the enemy surrendered, and upwards of
500 men were made prisoners. They who had sallied from the
fort alone effected their escape, and betook themselves to
their fortification. The Indians although disposed to sa-
erifice the prisoners according to their mode of warfare, after
some excesses, were with difficulty restrained from slanghter
by the British, two or three of whom fell victims to the fury
of the Savages, in theirendeavours to protect the defenceless
prisoners. By this partial success the enemy became so
erippled as to be unable to prosecute the campaign with
any prospect of recovering Detroit, and General Proctor
drew off his forces and returned to S8andwich, under the
apprehension of being abandoned by the Indians, who after
a battle, according to their custom, retire to the enjoyment
of their booty. In this affair, the British loss amounted to
one officer (of the militia) and fourteen men killed, and one
eificer and forty-five men wounded.

Immediately afier the capture of Fort George by the ene-
my, General Dearborn pushed forward a body of three
thonsand infantry with nine field pieces and two hundred
and fifty cavalry, as far as the Forty-Mile Creek, for the
purpose of dislodging General Vincent; who had assumed
a position at Burlington Heights at the head of Lake Onta-
rio: or to prevent a junction of the forces under General
Proctor with those of General Vincent, which, the Americans
understood had been agreed upon by the British.  On the
5th of June, General Vincent, was apprized of the advance
of the enemyby the retreat of hisadvanced picguets from Ston-
@y Creek. Lient: Colonel Harvey, Deputy-Adjutant-Ge-
gal, immediately moved forward with the light compa-
. Lg nies
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nies of the $¢hy and 40th Regiments, and lm‘;i’ng;: reconmeitred
the enemy, s ]l{»-‘;zi:m. 111'(4);»-0(& to General Vincent a noc-
turnal atacl upon lis camp, which was approved. Ag
deven in the evening, the General moved up with the 40th
tegiment and o part of the 8th (his whole effective force on-
y 704 firelocks) toward the Anterican camp, distant about
seven miles. Lieut. Colonel Harvey led on the attaek in
aliant style, and completely succeeded in swrprising the
ny in the midst of his camp, who, not\‘.'ithslamding the
tikness of the night, and the consternation and disorde
1nto which they were thrown, evinced a state of order and

tine highly ereditable to - themselves, in repeatedly
“though compelled as ofien to disperse before the
'y of the British bayonet. Two Brigadier
haudler and Winder,) seven officers of inferion
1t one hundred and sixteen men, with three guns,
oue brass howieger and three tumbrels, fell into the hands
of the British by this brilliant and intrepid action, which s
i icans {rom offensive to defensive operas
1n its result of more real importance to
) Upper Province than any other oceurs
the present campaign. The British were or-
ed to retreat before day light, lest their small strenoth
sed to the view of the enemy, upon the return of lay
it be averpawered by their superior numbers. Finding

itish had retreated, they re-occupied their camp

€
i
1

ter sun-rise, and having destroyed all their incumbrances,

commenced a precipitate retreat to Forty-Mile Creek, ten
miles from the scene of action, where they were veinforced
on the following day by General Lewis, with a detachment
of the army from Fort George. The loss of the British in

5 affhir ‘was one Officer and twenty-two men killed, and
twelve Officers and one hundred and fifieen men wounded,

A8

and fifly-five men missing. * On

t's Cfficial Despatch _the following well earned fri-
bu towed upon the Officers and men engaged ‘in' this
1

I cannot conclude this despatch without calling your attention to the
following Officer
To Fient, Col. larvey, the Deputy-Adjutant-General, my obligations
particularly due. From the first moment the enemy’s approach wis

ny he wateh ismovements, and afforded me the earliest information.
i debted for the suggestion and plan of operations:
z conld be more clear than his arrangements, nor more cnmplclel)‘
suceessful in the rvesult. The conduct of Major Plenderleath, who com-
anded the 49th Regiment, was very conspicuous. By his decision and
prompt eflores, the surprise of the enemy’s camp was completed, and

his efforts to make a s . were rendered ineffecinal by the b;gynna_t,
ch ove w allopposition. A party -of the 49th with Major . s

“

W

ik derleath
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+On ‘the evening of the seventh, the British fleet hove Cuap¢
in sight, and on the ensuing morning approached the shore V.
and fired a few shot upon the enemy, whom they sum-, v~
moned to surrender prisoners of war. This was refused 1818
by the American Officer, who however, deemed it expe-
dient to fall back upon Fort George, while the British,
as they retived, pressed upon their rear and occupied the
ground they abandoned. Twelve of their batteaux which
accompanied the army on its reireat, containing principally
officers baggage, fell into the hands of the British fieet,
which occasioned the enemy for the present,-no other in-
convenience than by enabling the British troops to advance
with security and to urge the retveat of the Americans.

On the 24th June, a party of about six hundred of the
enemy, under, Lieut. Colonel Boerstler, who had been dis<
patched the preceding day by General Dearborn, by way
of Queenstown, with a view of dislodging a detachment or
picquet posted at a place called the Beaver Dams, (a few
miles from Queenstown,) were surprised on their route by
a party of Indians under Captain Kerr, and after some
skirmishing, belicving themselves hemmed in by superior _Afair_at
numbers, surrendered to Lieut. Fitzgibbons of the 49th SV,
Regiment. This Officer arriving at the conclusion of the
business with a small detachment of forty-six rank and
file, completed the victory, and the Americans surrender« -
ed themselves prisoners, after negociating a capitulation
with him in the name of Major de Haren, by whom he

-~

derleath at their head, gallantly charged some of the enemy’s field piecesy
and brought off 2 six pounders.

* Major Ogilvie led on, in the most gallant manner, the five compas
nies of the King’s Regiment, and whilst one half of that highly distin-
guiched corps supported the 49th Regiment, the other part moved to the
right and attacked the enemy’s left tlank, which decided our midnight
contest,

* I kave also received the greatest assistance from Major Glegg, Bri-
gade Major to the Forces, and beg leave to mention the names of Caps
tains M*Doual and Milnes, your Excellency’s Aids-de-Camp, who accom-
panied me to the attack, and upen all occasions have volunteered their
services, I have likewise to acknowledge the assistance of Capt. Chams
bers, of the 41st Regiment; who had arrived some days before from Ame
hersthurgh, and Mr. Brock, Pay-Master of the 49th, who assisted me as
Atting Aid-de-Camyp.

* %o Mr., Hackett, Acting Stafi-Burgeon to this army, I feel particulam
Ty indébted, by which the wounded have received r-i'(-ry attention, and
are most of them likely to be resiored to the service.

* It would be an act of injnstice; were I to omit assuring your FExe
cellency, that gallantry and discipline were never more conspicuouns tham
during our short service ; and 1 feel the greatest’ sgtisfaction in assuring
You that every Officer and individua! seemed anxious to rival each other
I lis efiorts 1o support the honeur of His Majeety’s grms, and to main-
tain- the high character of British troops.” 5

e ity
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€uar. induced the enemy to believe themselves surreunded wifg

3 considerable force. The latter officer though not immediately

‘b W on the ground, was however in the neighbourhood, andad-
i i813. wvancing with the light company of the 8th Regiment, and
the two flank companies of the 104th, with a small body

f of Provincial cavalry, under Capt. Hall. The prisoners

taken, were five hundred and twelve in number includin
twenty-five officers, with two field pieces, and a stand
¢olours.

The enemy by these partial successes of the Brilisl:
were compelled to confine themselves to Fort George an
its environs, and before the 1st of July the British had
formed a line extending from Twelve-Mile Creek on Lake
Ontario, across to Queenstown, on the Niagara river,
¥rom Chippawa a descent was made on the American

[ Fort Schiosser on the opposite side of the river, during
the night of the 4th of .rui_v by a small party of milita
and soldiers under Lieut. Colonel Clark of ‘the militia

iy who surprised a small guard at that post and brought as

| way a brass six-pounder, upwards of fifty stand of armg
a small quantity of stores, with a gun-boat and two bate
’ teaux.

Attrek upon . Lieut. Colonel Bishopp lately commanding at Fort Erie,
Black Rock. ¢ day break in the morning of the eleventh of July, hav-
ing obtained the approbation of the General Commanding
for the execution of an enterprise, which he had previous-
ly proposed, crossed over with 240 men, consisting of &
\ small party of militia, and detachmenis of the Sth, #ists
and 49th Regiments. They effectually surprised the ene-
Sl fuy’s post at Black Rock, where they burnt his block
s houses, stores, barracks, dock-yard and ‘a vessel; but while
occupied in securing the stores, to carry them away in
i their batteaux, the enemy with a reinforcement of militia
- and some Indians in their interest, under cover of the sues
: vounding woods, opened a smart fire and compelled the
il British to hasten their retreat, with the loss of thirteen men
i ‘ killed, and a considerable number wounded ; among the
B ‘la_t.l,cr, Capt. Saunders of the 41st Regiment severely, and
! Llel}t. Colonel Bishopp mortally, an officer of distinguished
'n#ent, whose loss was much regretted by the mﬁitia of
’Lpper-_Cumda, with whom he seems to have been a favorite
gy ‘[nspectmg—]*'ield-()1ﬁccr. Seven pieces of ordnance, two
hundred .Stzmd of small arms; and a great quimtity of

Gtores were brought away,  §
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v ‘The two armies almost in sight of each other, ye-
®ained inactive, until the arrival of the Commander of
the Forces from Kingston, when the speedy reduction of
Fort George was confidently expected. The Governor, to
ascertain the extent of the enemy’s works and the means
ke possessed of defending the position which he occupied, de-
termined to makea full demonstrationon Fort George, and
en the morning of the 24th of August, the arniy was put
. movement, as if an assault upon that Fort was ime
mediately to take place. The British drove in the picquets,
several of which were taken, and advanced within a few
hundred yards of the enemy, who, although supported by &
fire upon the British from their batteries on the opposite
shore, declined leaving their entrenchments to venture intp
the field. The Commander of the Forces did not deem ig
adviseable to risk a trial for the recovery of that post,
which, by the little utility, the enemy cooped up within the
limits of the fort, derived from its occupation, was not of
sufficient moment to compensate the loss, the British must
have experienced from an assault. The whole force in the
neighbourhood of Fort George at that period did not ex=
ceed 2000 men, on an extended line, while that of the
enemy in Fort George, exceeded 4000, totally depending
upon their own resources for the subsistance of their army,
and compelled to act solely on the defensive, from the hoss
sile front assumed by the British in their neighbourhood.

Harrison in the mean time was on the Sandusky river,
making preparations to prosecute the war with vigour in
the Michigan territory, as soon as the fleet fitting out as
Erie (Presqu’isle,) under Capt. Perry, whe had been dis-

atched thither by Commodore Chaunceytowards the end of

fay, should be in sufficient strength to co-operate with the
land forces. General Proctor again resolved to make a-
nother effort to defeat his purpose, and immediately invested
the American Fort at Lower Sandusky then under the com-
mand of Major Croghan, with a force consisting of near
five hundred men including regunlars and militia, and be-
tween three andfour thousand Indians under Mr. Dixonand
the eelebrated Indian Chief Tecumseh. Afier a smart can-
nonade on the second of August from five six pounders and
a howitzer for the purpose ot effecting a breach in the ene-
my’s works, the Eiritl--h (the Indians having previously
withdrawn ‘themselves out of reach of the eneiny’s fire)
ded on by Brevet Lieut. €olonel Shert, advanced unperceive

.

Attack upap
Lower-San-
dusky.
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ed by the ety undér cover of a eloud of smoke to the dis-
tance of eighteen or twenty paces of the enemy’s Workd,
A heavy fire was immediately opened which at first threw
the assailants into disorder: they however immediately ral-
lied and having advanced to the outer works, began toleap
into the ditch when a fire of grape slugs was opened froma
six pounder (which had been previously arranged 0 asth
wake the ditch) supported with inusketry, that dealt de
struction among the assailants, aid compelled them to re-
treat with precipitancy, leaving their gallant leader, Lieut,
Col. Short with three Officers and fifty<two men killéd and
and missing. The wounded amounted to forty-one includ
ing three Officers. General Proctor after this affair find
ing his force inadequate, the Indians wunaccustomed to
the European mode of waifare, and the delay of'a siege,
growing impatient, and ‘General Harison at no great dis-
tance with a respectable force, thought proper to raise the
siege and retire to Amherstburgh. ,

Cavture of Theevents in the Lower Province deserve our attérition.
the Grewler & The old fortifications at the Isle-anx-Noix; emphatically

gle ne

vag

Jale-aux-

Nois termed the key of Lower-Canada, had been repaired, and

three gun-boats sent thither from Quebec. No material
occurrence transpired in that neighbourhood until the third
day of June, when early in tlre morning a sail was observed
from the garrison over a point of land formed by a bead in
the river about two leagues above the Island. This un-
usual appearance created an alert in the pgarrison, at that
time commanded by Lieut. Colonel George Taylor, In:
specting Field Officer (then Major in the 100th Regiment)
who apprehending from previous private information, &
combined attack from the naval force on Lake Champlain
and the troops in the neighbourbood of his post, command-
ed by the Brigadicr ‘Generals, Smith and Clarke, deter-
mined by a decisive coup demuin to anticipate the viewsof
the enemy. He lost no time in equipping the three gun-
boats lying un-employed for want of seamen, carrying éach &
carronade (one of them an eighteen, the two others twelve
an\.z{m's) and having manned them with soldiers from his
tegiment, with three artillery men to each boat, pmcced-
‘ed (o engage the enemy: on doubling the point above the
garrison, ancther vessel was discovered a short distance
from the former, hitherto concealed by the - intervening
land. Thisdiscovery didnot however deter Lieut. Col, Taylot
fiom persevering an his former xe olutieny and the boat
- having
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liaving advanced, a spirited engagement soon ensued, which
after some continuation was suspended from a deficiency of
ammunition, that was however, speedily supplied from the
garrison, when the action revived with augmented vigour.
Lieut. Colonel Taylor had on leaving the garrison taken
the precaution to man two batteaux with a detachment of
=oldiers, for the double purpose of rendering assistance to
the gun-boats in the event of their being either sunk or dis-
abled in the engagement, or to assist in_boarding if it
should be found necessary ; but on se¢ing the enemy man-
cuvring up the river with a light southerly breeze, by
which they alternately approached the banks of the river,
{here, more than a mile wide,) he promptly seized the advan-
tage, and directed the landing ot one of the batteanx crews
on the East, under the direction of Lieut. Williams, and the
other on the West side of the river, under that of Captain
Gordon, with orders to proceed up the river, until opas
posite the vessels, and to ply them with small arms from
either shore.

These detachments on their arrival at the point of des-
tination, poured a destructive fire of musketry on the ene-
my as they alternately approached the shore. This ju-
dicious and well timed measure, combined with a well di~
vected fire from the gun-boats, of round and grape, com=
pletely decided the fate of the action, which the ene-
my most gallantly contested from half past four, until
half past eight in the morning, and did not surrender
until further resistance became utterly unavailing, one
of the vessels being run aground to prevent her sk
ing. They proved to be the American Sloops of War,
Growler and Eagle (afterwards named Shannon and Broke,
and subsequently by orders from the Admiralty, Chub and
Finch) fitted out in the most complete manner for service,
each carrying eleven guns, (eighteens, twelves and sixes,)
long eighteens on pivots upon their forecastles, with complea
ments of fifty-five men, comprehending a company of ma=
rines, which they had received on board from Champlain the
evening previous to the engagement ; the whole under the
command of Officers of the United-States Navy. The gals
lantry and good conduct of the Officers and men, Earticu-
larly that of Captain Gordon, Lieut. Williams, Ensigns
Dawson, Gibbon, Humphries, Quarter-Master Pilkington,
and Mr. Lowe of the Provincial Marine Department, en=
gaged on this occasion, we;(i highly applauded inC";-'-ﬂt.‘:

/ olone]
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Colonel Taylor’s Official Despatch. The loss of the enemy
was considerable : the prisoners amounted to one hundred
men, of whom many were wounded : the killed were thrown
overboard during the action. Of the captors, not a man
was killed, and only three severely wounded.* The nayal
force of the enemy on Lake Champlain was by the capture
of these vessels almost annihilated, while it afforded the
British, immediate and effectual means for offensive operas
tions on that Lake, and checked the invasion meditated on
the Lower Province. The intention of the enemy by thus
venturing so near to Isle-aux- Noix where the river becomes
80 narrow as scarcely to afford room to manceuvre with safe-
ty, hasrever been clearly ascertained. It was thought hig
plan was to have attempted to carry the fortifications of the
Island by surprise, or that this approach of their Sloops of
War was more probably to secure the progress of a regular
land force, actually in ' movement with the supposed inten=
tion of reducing the post by a regular siege.

Reduction of  'The American Government with a view of prosecuting

Plattsburgh,
Champlain &
Swanton.

the war against Lower-Canada had been at considerable
pains and expence in erecting Barracks, Hospitals and
Magazines at different points along Lake Champlain,
particularly at Burlington, Plattsburgh, Champlain and
Swanton in the neighbourhood of the frontiers ; and it was
deemed expedient by thie Commander of the Forces to fit
out an expedition at Isle-aux-Noix for the purpose of de
stroying them, as well as to divert the attention of the ene-
my from the Upper-Province. The two armed vessels re-
cently captured were put in commission, under Capt. Prin{if
who was sent from the fleet on Lake Ontario, and promoted
to them by Sir James Yeo, with the rank of Commander,
Captain Everard, commanding the Wasp Sloop of War,
having arrived at Quebec at that juficture, was ordere

from thence, with his Seamen to the Tsle-aux-N 0ix, where
as Senior Officer, he assumed the command of the two ves-
sels and the three gun-boats, which had soon been put ina
competent state of repair after the action. On the twenty-
ninth of July, this small fleet was completely equipped,
and having received on board about nine hundred meit

* In this affair no more than 108 men were engaged on the partof the British.
Tt is worthy of notice, that this was the first action in which the 100th Regiment
kad been ‘cngaged; an auspicions omen of the gallantry afterwards dis-
played by that meritorious corps in common with the other troops at NI
agara. Ttis also a singular fact, that the s belonging to His Majesty’s Sloop of
War, Alert, sone time previously captured by the United States Frigate Essex
were on"board these vessels, 7 F

con-
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¢onsisting of a detachment of the 13th Regiment, under Cuawr.
Lieut. Colonel Williams (of that Regiment) second in com- ¥
mand, and some companies of the 100th and 103d Regiments, ‘™
under therespective commands of Lieut. Colonels Lu lorand 1813,
Smelt, commanding the rightand left wings of theexpedition,

with some Artillery, under Captain Gordon, and a few of

the embodied militia as batteaux men, the whole under the

command of Colonel Jolin Murray, Inspecting-Field-Officer,

moved from Isle-aux-Noix for L,xko('hmnplain. The expedi-

tion proceeded up the Lake with much order, and on the

Slst landed without opposition at Phllabm‘gh, from

whence General Moore with a considerable body of men,

(reported at about fifteen hundred,) had previously retived

on the approach of the British. Here, Colonel Murray
having previously embarked all the warlike Stores, of which

a considerable quantity was found in the Arsenal, and have

ing destroyed such as he could not conveniently take away,

set fire to the enemy’s Arsenal, public lnnldnws, Commis-

sariat Stores and Barracks, wu‘n{l) erected and capable of
accommodating from four to five thousand men. While the

troops were thus employed during that day and the whole

of the night, Captains Everard and Pri ing, in ‘the Growlerand

Eagle, with a gun-boat, proceeded to lhuln\rrmn where Ge-

neral ||aml»u;n lay encamped with four thousand men, and

threw that place into the utmost consternation. Having
captured and destroyed within sight of the enemy’s tmcm

fonr vessels, Captain Everard returned to I’E"ttwbnwh

where the troops were re-embarked and proceeded to ﬁ\‘.nn-

ton. Colonel Murray while on the way thither sent a de-
tachment to Champlain, for the purpose of destroying the
Barracks and a Blnck House at that post, The main body
having visited Swanton, and effected the purpose of the ex-
sedition to the fullest extent of His Excelle ncy’s orders,
returned to Isle-aux-Naix, where they arrived on the louth

of August.

The army acting upon the extensive line of operations
along the frontiers of Lower and l'p}wr Canada, (at the
lowost computation, one thousand miles from LJL:* Chams=
plain to Michilimakinac) wasby the able arrangements of
the Commissary General, Sir W. H. Robinson, mui the un-
wearied exertions of the De >partment under his directions,
cnlnr)usly supplied at every pmut with provisions and com~-
missariat stores of all deseri iptions. 'The small post at La-
chine was converted into a depul and placed under the

M2 supere
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superintendence of John Finlay, Esquire, Dy. Asst. Commig
sary (reneral, from whence the whole supplies forthe Uppera
Province, were, by that Gentleman forwarded to Kingston
with the most indefatigable diligence. To inivrco};\t the
convoys of batteaux with provisions from that post to Kings-
ton, the Americans had sent several cruisers and privateers
from Sacket’s Harbour to the vicinity of Prescot, and
among the Thousand Islands. On the 20th July the ene-
nl;.'ll.{‘.'il‘.s succeeded in surprising and capturing at day
break a iwde of batteaux loaded with provisions under
convoy ol a gun-boat, with which they retived several miles
up (1 i'l‘i'('k, on the South of the St. Law rence, b?l()w
e gun-hoats under the command of Lieut.
e Royal Navy, were despatched from Kingston
withadetachmentof the 100th Regiment under Capt. Martin,
with a view of intercepting them on their return to Sace
ket’s Harbour. They proceeded to the lower end of Long Is-
land, where having ascertained the retreat of the enemy,
they immediately pushed for that place, but before they canie
i It of of the “American vessels, the evening was tog
far advanced to make an attack with any prospect of sugs
cess ; it was therefore determined to defer the attack until
the next morning.  Another gun boat arriving in the course
of'the evening with a detachment of the 4 1st Regiment, undey
Major Frend, that Officer assumed the command, and at
three o'clock the next morning, proceeded up the Creek
with the gun-boats in the hopes of gaining the ene
my’s position at the dawn of day. They proceeded until
the channel became so narrow that the gun-boats could
neither use their oars nor turn, so asto bring their guns to
bear upon the banks, and it was discovered that the ene-
my had taken precautions to obstruct their further progress
by felling large trees across the Creek, In endeayouring
to remove these impediments they were fired upon by the
American vessels, dand from a gun which they had Janded on
the lett bank, supported with musketry from the surround=
ing woods. A few of the soldiers who had landed on the
right bank having re-embarked in the sternmost boats, leapt
into the stream and carrying their muskets on their
heads succeeded, after wading through the water and
swampy soil contignous thereto, in effecting a landing on
the Jelt bank, and led on by Lieut. Fawcet, of the 100th
Regiment, drove the enemy in gallantstyle, whoretreated with
precipitancy to their log intrenchment. Thig spirited ad=
vance saved the gun-boats, the foremost of which (the only

ong
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one that bore upon the enemy) exposed to a galling fire had
been disabled.  Major Frend finding the enemy strongly
posted, and, from the impracticability of bringing the other
gun-boats into action, that a further perseverance must be
attended with a greater sacrifice oflives than the nature of
the enterprise seemed o justify, re-embarked the troops and
retived from the unequal contest. In this affair Captain
Milnes, Aid-de-Camp to the Commander of the Forces, was
mortally wounded. 'This gallant young officer, had accis
dentally met Major Frend in pursuit of the enemy, and ime
pelied by a thirst of honor ha(\ volunteered his services to
assist in accomplishing his purpose. The enemy emboldens
ed by this momentary success continued to cruise with im=
punity in the same neighbourhood to the annoyance of the
Commissariat transport service, when a movement of troops
from the Lower to the Upper Province, afforded a moments=
ary opportunity of checking their temerity. Seven Compa=
nies ofthe 100th Regiment under the command of Lieut. Cos
lonel Taylor, on their route from Isle-aux-Noix, to Upper-Cae
nada, arriving in the middle of August at Prescot, Lieut,
Colonel Pearson in command at that Post, had previousorders
to form an expedition in conjunction with the detachment
under that Officer, and about eighty seamen that were to
have been there at the same time, (on their route from
Quebee, to Lake EFrie, to man the fleet on that Lake un-
der Captain Barclay,)* in order to dislodge the enemy from
Goose Creek, and toscour the Thousand Islands infested
by his Privateers. The scamen not arviving so soon as
expected, and the urgency of the service in the Upper
Province, requiring the immediate advance of this reinfors
cement oftroops, there was no time for delay, and the ex=
pedition consisting of five gun-boats, with upwards of 400
men under the command of Lieut. Colonels Pearson and
Jaylor, immediately sat out for Goose Creek, which the enemy
precipitately abandoned upon their approach. From thence
they cruised for some time among the Thousand Islands,
and visited Gravelly Point in the vicinity of Sacket’s Hare
bour. This excursion proved of material importance to
the security of the transport of provisionsand stores destined
for the Upper-Province, as the enemy’s cruisers did not for
the remainder of the present campaign infest these waters.

On Lake Ontario the two Naval Commanders strove with

. * It has been asserted that the Seamen e alluded {o, never reached
sake Erie, as it was found expedient to detain them at Kingston for the
service on Lake Quiario,

ine
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Caar. indefatigable emulation for the dominion of the Lake, Coma
V. modore Chauncey after the capture of Fort George, returned
to Sacket’s Harbour to await the equipment of his new ship

1813. the Pike, while his adversary Sir James Yeo, scoured
the Lake, and supplied the British army in the neighbou-

: Naval i hood of Fort George, with abundance of Stores, In the early
ncesonLake % > : S
3;1;1-,';_ G part of July, Sir James Yeo fitted out an expedition of

boats for Sacket’s Harbour, witha view of cutting out their

new ship, then almost rigged and ready to appear on the

. Lake. He arrived unobserved at the vicinity of’ that Port,
and would probably have effected his purpose had not the

escape of two deserters from his party, which had landed

for refreshment, and in order to remain concealed until

night should favor the enterprise, given the alarm to the

enemy. This unlucky incident induced him to relinquish

the undertaking and return to Kingston. Towards the end

of July the American fieet again appeared with augmented

force upon the Lake, and Commodore Chauncey having

received a company of artillery, witha considerable number

of troops under Colonel Scott, proceeded for the head of

the Lake, with a view of seizing and destroying the Stores

at Burlington heights, the principal dépét of the army on

the Niagara Frontier, then occupied by a small defach-

ment under Major Maule. The design of the enemy against

this depét being suspected, Lieutenant Colonel Battersby,

Commanding the Glengary Regiment, upon being notified

to that effect by Lieutenant Colonel Harvey, Deputy Adju-

tant General, moved forward from York, and by a march of

extraordinary celerity arrived with a reinforcement in time

to save the depit, which the enemy, on finding the British

e prepared to receive them, did not deemit prudent to attack.

Commodore Chauncey on learning that York, by the ad-

vance of Lieut. Colonel Battersby to Burlington H eights, was

left destitute of troops, seized the opportunity and bore

away for that Port, which he entered on the 3lst July.

¢ Here the Americans landed without opposition, and ha-

ving taken possession of the small quantity of stores found

at that place, they set fire to the barracks and public store-

houses, and having re-embarked their troops, bore away for

il Niagara. It is a coincidence of circumstances worthy of

- notice, that on the same day in which the American Com-

mander was employed in burning the barracks and stares
at York, Lieutenant Colonel Murray was not less activel
employed on the same business at Plattsbm'gh. The Britis

fleet sailed from Kingston on the last day of July, with

sup-
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supplies for the army at the head of the Lake, and on the
eighth of August looked into Niagara, where the enemy’s

fleet lay mooved. The latter hove up, and bore down’

upon the British fleet, with which they manceuvred until
the tenth, when a partial engagement ensued, in which two
small vessels, of forty men each, (the Julia and Growler,)
were cut off and captured’ by the British. Commedore
Chauncey somewhat disheartened with the loss ofthese, and
two other small vessels, the Scourge of eight, and Hamilion
of nine guns, upset by a press of sail to escape the British
fleet, with the loss of all hands, except sixteen men picked
up by the British, bore up for Niagara, from whence he
sailed almost immediately for Sacket’s Harbour, where he
arrived on the thirteenth of August. Here he provisioned
his fleet, and instantly made sail for Niagara, where he
remained at anchor until the British fleet appeared off’ that
Harbour, earlyin the morning of the seventh of September,
when the American fleet again weighed and bore down
upon the British, with which they manceuvered until the
twelfth, when the latter retired into Amherst Bay near
Kingston. During these five days, but few shots were ex-
changed between the larger ships, without any injury to
either side. The Americans however had much the advan=
tage in weight of metal and long guns. The fieets again
met on the 28th September off York, when an engagement
ensued for near two hours, in which the Wolfe, command-
ed by Sir James Yeo, lost her main and mizen top masts,
and would probably have been captured, had not the Royal
George, commanded by captain Mulcaster, run in bet=
ween the Wolfe and the Pike, taking the latter in araking
yosition, so as to afford the Wolfe an opportunity of hau-
}in off and clearing away the wreek. This affair termina~
tof in the retreat of the British fleet under Burlington
heights, whither the enemy did not think proper to pursue it:
a resolution, which if adopted by the American Commander
might probably have been fatal to the British fleet on Lake
Ontario. On the first of October, the American fleet set
sail from Fort George with a convoy of troops for Sacket’s
Harbour, where an expedition was preparing, whose desti-
nation was as yet unknown. The British fleet left their
anchorage under Burlington Heights on the next day and
came insight of the enemy, but no attempt was made to
bring ona general engagement. The American fleet in
their way to Sacket’s Harbour fell in with, and captured
five small vessels out of seven, with upwards of 250 men of

De
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De Watteville’s Regiment from York, bound for Kingsa
ton, where an attack was apprehended. This loss though
apparently trifling in itself, was severely felt, by reason of
the few forces in the Upper-Province. For the remainder
of the season nothing of moment occurred on this Lake,
and indeed the Naval Commanders appear to have considered
the question of too great importance to their respr'ctivé
Governments to stake the fate of the war in {:'pper-Canada,l
upon a deeisive naval engagements
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CHAPTER VL

HE campaigr towards the autamn assumed a o Cirap
swtr\manc and menacing characrer. At the b \f-

T‘llncr of \vptvmb.‘\, the forces at Bu lington (Vermont) uns ™
1

der Greneral H.lmlmm, moved across Lake "wl‘ln‘.:aln 1 1819
Piattsburgh, with a view of penetrating into the di-tict of
Montreal, while Generhl Wilkinson with 1€ L000 men ot
Sacket’s H:n'hmu‘, was preparing under the immediate di-
roctiu 1 of General Armstrong the Secretary of war, a nu-
merous flotilla of battedusx and Dinrham boats, for an expe-
ditiori supposed to be destined either dgainst Kingston or
Monireal. Genetal Harrison with an .l:m\. of eicht thou-
sand men on thé Miami viver, only wiited for the equip-
ment ofthe American fleet fitting ont under Commodore
Perry at Presqu’lsle, to move his forces a gainst De Lroit, and
to carty on offensive oper: ations '\""11 15L th. British in the
neighbotrhood of Lake Erie. (.mmm Barclay, who had
("ul) in the summer, assumed the command of the British
squadron on Lake Erie, blockaded the American fleet, se
as to prevent théiv crossing the Bar at Presqu’lsle ¢ -.vlli.'"-.m
the enenty could not efféct without nn‘:"'hip}\in'r their
until toward the conclusion of August, when hav
sion to bear awdy for Long Point, 11‘. enemy seiz
moment of his absénce :..ui crossed the Bar. Finding ol
his return the énemy ready for the !,,!l;v. and too powe rfi
for his small squadron, he bore away for Amherst!
await the equipment of the Detroit recently %
Commodore Perry sailed shortly after him for the head of
the Lake, and appeared at the commencement of Septem-
ber, for several days successively off Amherstburgh, in de-
fiance of the British squa Iron, retiving evei 'y evening @
his anchoraze at Put-in- B:ny The British forces in the
Michigan lu‘l:mrv and its neighbourhood, falling short of
qupphes for which they depe nded sol: Iy upon the fleot,
Captain Barclay had no other alternative than to risk a.
general engagement. With this resclution, he made suil
from Amherstburgh on the .‘}th Se :l.\zv:n!-:".r? manned with
ouly fifty or sixty scamen, (i ng a small reinforcement
of thirty-six men from Lake ()m:uiu) and Detachments

from the 41st, and Royal Newfoundland Regiments, as n aval actighy
wines. On the tenth in the morning the enemy’s Heet w i e
LY Clow
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Crap  descried at anchor in Put-in-Bay, which immediately

V. weighed and bore down upon the British squadron, while
‘v the wind blowing a gentle breeze from the South West,
1813,  veering round to the South East, gave the enemy the
weather gage. At a quarter before twelve, the British com-

/ nienced firing, which was in ten minutes afterwards return-
ed by the enemy who bore up for close action. The enga.

gemerit continued with wunabated fury until half past

two, when the enemy’s principal ship, the Lawrence, being

: rendered unmanageable, Commodore Perry left her in chat-

ge of his first Lieut. Yarnal, and hoisted his Pendant on

board the Niagara. Soon after this Officer had left the

Lawrence her colours were struck, but the British from

the weakness of their crews and the destruction of thei

boats were unable to take possession of her, It was at this

anxious and interesting juncture, that the fate of the day

; seemed to poise in favor of the British; and Commodore
' Perry even despaired of the victory, when a sudden breeze
revived his hopes, and turned the scale in his favor.  This
fortunate Commander finding the Niagara had suffered
lightly in the engagement, made a desperate effort to retrieve
the fortune of'the day, and taking advantage of the breeze,
shot ahead of the Lady Prevost, Queen Charlotte ‘and

Hunter, raking them with her starboard guns, and engaged

the Detroit, which being raked in all directions soon be=
came unmanageable. The Niagara then bore round ahead
of the Queen Charlotte, and hauling up on the starboard
tack, engaged that Ship, giving atthe same time & rakin
fire with her larboard guns to the Chippawa and little Belt,
while the smaller vessels closing to grape and canister
distance, maintained a tremendous and most destructive fire.

——
B e

d'his masterly,and but too successful manceuvre decided the
; contest. Captain Barclay, being severely and dangerously
N wounded, Captain Finnis of the Queen Charlotte, killed,
ki and every Commander, and Officer second in command

cither killed or disabled, the Detroit and Queen Charlotte,

perfect wrecks, aftera desperate engagement of upwards of

b4t three hours, was compelled to surrender. By this decisive
4 action, the whole of the British squadron en Lake Erie
biff | was captured by the enemy, who nowbecame uncontrollable
! masters of that Lake.  "The enemy lost in this action twen=
ty-seven men in killed and ninety six-men wounded. The

British lost three officers and thirty-cight men killed, and

i nine officers and eighty-five men wounded.

The




S Georce Prevost. 95

The Prisoners were landed at Sandusky and treated Cuar:
with the greatest humanity by the the American Commo- Vi
dore, who paroled Captain Barclay, and treated that gals W™V
lant Officer with all the kindness and attention which his 1813,
unsuccessful bravery deserved.

The army in possession of the Michigan Territory and in
the nvighlmnr%u.nl of Detroit, by this disastrous defeat
were now deprived of every pl'm].:'cf of obtamning future sup-
phies from Kingston by way of Lake Ontario, anda speedy
tvacuation of Detroit and a retreat towards-the head of that
Lake, ‘became inevitable. Commodore Perry, assoon af-
ter the engagement as circumstances would adinit, trans-
ported the American forces under the command of (General
Harrison, from Portage River and Fort Meigs, to Put-in=
By, from whence they were conveyed to the neighbourhood
of Amberstbnrgh, which they oceupied jon the evening of
the 23d of Septenber, Gene Proctor having previously
fallen back upon Bandwich afier setting fire to the Navy
Yaurd, Barracks and Public Scwres, at the former place.
Geneval Proctor seeing the enémy determined to follow up
his first success, by an immediate march upon Detroit,
fornd his troops void of resonrces, too reduced in nw
fo make a stand and dispute the occupaney ol Po:t
acainst the overwhelming force of the enemy. He therefore
determined to vetreat along the river Thames toward the
head of Lake Ontario. On September 26th Le evacuald d
Petroit and Fort Bandwich, and cor
toward the Thames, havin; |
stores at those posts.  In thys reverse of fortune the Indians
nnder Colonel Hiliot of the Indian Department, with Te-
eumseh. “still adhered to his standard with mnshaken fide-
litv. and covered his retvey Harrison ocenpied Sandwich
on the followinz day (the 27th Sept.) and on_ the second of
October marched in quest of the shattered remains of the
British Forees under CGreneral Proctor, escorted by a nums
ber of batteanx, and three gun-boats, under the mmedi-
ate divection of Commodore Perry.  On the 4th of Octo-
ber, he eame up with the rear guard of British, and
anccdoded in capturing the whole of their ammunition and

t . pd ¥, " v [ . 1
stores. General Proctor, undes

'8

nced his retreat Fvacuationof
; i sant 1D
ely destroyed the public Bruish.

hy the

this second reverse of for-
tune, by which he was loft destitute of the means of sub-
sistence and defence, found himself compelled to stake the
fiate of the remmant of his small army on a general engag

(=
ment.  He accordingly assumed.a position on the right
N 2 pank
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Crrap. bank of the Thames, at the Moravian Town (an Indish
VI village,) the lefi of his line, resting on the river and sup-
SR poried by a field piece, his right on a swamp, at the dige
I815.  tance of near 200 yards from the river, and tianked by the
whole Indian force attached to the division, The intermes
diate ground covered with lofty trees, was dry and some-
what elevated. iy this position he waited the approach of
the enemy, who, Laving on the mornipg of the 5th of Og-
tober, passed the river at a rapid, 12 miles below the Mo-
ravian village, by means of two or three boats and a fow
Indian canoes tound on the spot, and by crossing a
numoer ol infantry behind the horsemen, came up with
itish in the afternoon of that inglorious day. Ge-
on dvew up his men in two lines, and se-
cured bis left flank which was opposed to the Indians, by
a Division thrown back en Polence, and without any pres
vious sement by Infantyry, ordered his mounted Ken-
ang (accustomed from their boyhood to ride with ex-
dinary dexterity throngh the most embarrassed woods)
e at full speed upon  the Britsh, which they effects
the latter had time (o digcharge their third fire.
his - cavalry charge of the enemy, the troops wom
' with fatigue and hunger, and dispirited by the un-
promising appearance of the campaign, became totally
routed, and for the most part, surrendered themselves [ris
soners, while the General, and his personal Staff; sought
their safety in flight. The Indians in the mean time cai-
ried on the contest with the left of the American line, with
furious cletermination ; but these faithful allies, finding all
hopes aof retrieving the day to be in vaip, yielded to the
overwhelming numbers of the enemy, and reluctantly left
the ficld. They howeyer remained "in the neigl:hourhood,
and harrassed the enemy on his retreat to Detroit and
Sandwich, whither he returned immediately after the ac-
tion. The British are said to have lost twelve killed and
iwenty-two wounded. The Americans stated their own
foss at seven killed and twenty-two wounded. Thirty-
three Indians were found dead on the field ; among them
the famous chiet and warrior Tescumseh, not less cele-
brated for his humanity, a virtue little known among In-
dians in a state of war, than by his bravery, his eloquence,
and his influence among our Indian alljes. Upwards of six
hundred of the British, including twenty-five officers, were
made prisoners of war They who escaped, made the best
of their way to Ancaster, at the head of the Lake Ontario,
X~
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sxposed at an inclement season, to all the horrors of a
dreary wildernes, of hunger and of famine. On the seven-
teenth of October, l]u‘v R(m[r svoused at that place to the
number of two hundred and forty-six, including the Ge-
neral and seventeen officers.*

This disaster of the British arms in that quarter, seems
®ot to have been palliated by those precautions, and that
presence of mind, which, even in defeat, refiect lustre
upon & Commander. 'The bridges and roads in the rear of
the retreating army were left vnmo, while its progress was
retarded by an useless and cunbrons load of baggage. Whe-
ther the nwlml sprung from an erroneous wnlfm].l of
the enemy. or from disobedience of' the orders of the Com=
manding Officer, is not well understood : but the defrat
le_-d to the harshest recrimination, and involved the divi=
20N of the brave troops that had hitherto served with
konor in the Michigan territory, in undeserved disgrace.

Notwithstanding these events the British still retained
possession of \Tmnhnuukmau which secured our infiuen=
¢e over the Indian Tribes of the West, and though Genes
val Harrison, contemplated an expedition against that

posty

* The American ofiicial 'Mt"meut of the nomher of prisoners taken ‘n
this affair, almost exacily coincides with (e Br tish aceounts. General Har=
rison i mis Official Despatch, say:, I left the army before an official re-

tiirn of the prisoners, aipl that of the killg wid wounded was made out;
T1: wias however asceriain d that the former amounted to six nared .‘(i
éne reenlars, inclnding twenty-five officers. Ovr loss is seven Killed and
twentysiwo wmml od, five of which died since. OF the British troops, twe.ve
were killed and ¢ ity-two_wounded. The Indians suffe red most-=-thiriy=
ﬂirm of them h.nulu been found upon the ground, besides those killed om
ﬂl s retreat,”

e Br i loss can be ascertained from the following extract from the
General Order of the Commander of the Forces of the 24th of November

1813, relative to General Proctor's defeat on he 5ih of Oclober, 1818,
Killed, wounded, and missing in the refreat and in the dction of the bth Oc-
toher, 1813,

1 Ins |wr.mr Ficld Officer, 1 I)nl ity-Assistant Qu.mvr Master General,
I Fort Adjr 1 Hospita L Md I Lieut. Colonel, G Captains, 12 Iull-
fenant., 4 1 I Pay-ijuste 1, | Assissant Surgeon, 94 Serjeants, 18

Drummers, .k and File, 46 Hovses,
4 ¢ Ancasler on the 17th October, 1813,
1 Major-Gen ajor’ of Brigade, 1 Aid-de-Camp, 1 Staff A
3 Captains, . . 2 Ensigns, 1 Adjutant, | Quarter-Masis

sistant Suorg 9 Drammers, 204 Rank and File, 53 Horsed.

Tolal streugth of the Right Yivision on the 10th of September, 1813

1 Insg ng-I r of Brigade, 1 De-
er-Mi s id=de-Cs uhp I Staff-Adjutant,
ospital-Sadi, teut. iel, 8 Ce -p!“ ns, 20 Lieuiin-
Pay-Master, IJﬂml o 1 Quiarier-Masier, 4 Assistants

y 20 Drmumers; Wi R..‘hm.. J.m, Y9 Horses,
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post, he found the season too far advanced to unfiel‘take the
enterprise with any prospect of success. For this reason,
and from a belief, chat the Gamison of that Posty cut off
from all resources must necessarily fall of iself; he abans
doned the project, not aware that it might, though with
some pains be copiously supplied by way of York or the (-
tawa River. His disposeable forces were theretore conveys
el from the head of Lake Erie to Bulialoe, from whence
they were forwarded to Niagara and Fort George to shpe
1;‘\‘-lhv detachments which had moved from thence to Sace
ket's Harbour.

The Commander of the Forces, whose Head-Quarters
were at Kingston, having cause to suspect an attack at that
Point, by the armament preparing at Sacket’s Hartouy,
re-called Major General De Rottenburgh with a part of his
force from the Niagara frontier, leaving Major General
Vincent to continue the investment of Fort (reorge. . Nog
sooner had these orders been carried into eflect for the see
curity of Kingsion, than General Vincent ascer wained
by several successiveexpresses from General Procior, hises
treat from Amherstburgh, and his total discomfiture at the
Moravian Village. 80 circumstanced, he Judged it expe-
dient for the succour of the broken remains of the right di-
vision retreating towards the head of the Ontario, as well
as for the safety of hus army, to raise the invegtment of Fort
George and to fall back and concentrate his forces at Bure
lington Heights, lest General Harrison by a bold and rapid
march, or by a sudden descent in the fieet from Amherst-
burgh, should pre-occupy that important position, which
if effected by the enemy, would place him between the two,
hostile armies.

-

1

To retire with order and salety at a moment when the
enemy emboldened by recent trinmphs, and the advantage
of superior numbers, might bya decisive stroke, have dispers-
ed owr forces on the Niagara frontier, was a movement of the
BLMost consequence Lo tue security of Upper-Canada.

The British Tine extending in front of Fort George from
the Four-Mile Creck on Lake Ontario, to the cross roads
and St. Davids, was so extremely weakened by sickness as
to be scarcely able from three or fonr thousand men to ex-
bitit one third of that number of offective firelocks in case
of eme. gency : but the superior advantages of decision and

7 method
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method in effecting the retreat amply provided for the safety
of the movement. Harly in the morning of the 9th of Oe-
tober, the main body with the baggaoe fell back in silence
and with good order, while the picquets remained at their
Posts in front of Fort George, in order to engage the atten-
tion of the enemy, who were not aware of the retreat writil
the evening, when the picquets fell back upon seven compa-
nies of the 100th Regiment under the command of Lieut.
Colonel Taylor, which were selected for the oceasion, and
with the light company of the 8th Regiment and a tow In-
diansy the whole attached to the command of Colonel Murs
ray, constituted the rear guard, and covered the retreat of
the main body. This small but effective force, and which
during the investment had participated in all the fatigues
and privations incident to that service, proceeded i the
rear of the army by slow and deliberate marclies, and
though closely pressed for several davs by a Brigade of 1500
men under Brigadiers General M‘Clure and Porter from
Fort George, so effectually checked their pursait as to afs
ford time to General Vincent to collect the remains of the
right division under General Proctor and to prepare liime
self against an attack at Burlington Heights.

After a few days march and constant manceuvring with
M:Clure’s division, the rear gnard finally assumed a posi=
tion at the already celebrated Stoney Creek, from which
the enemy did not think it prudent to attemipt to dislodge
them.

The Commander of the Forees having left Major Genes
ral De Rottenburgh in charge of the Civil and Military
eommands in Upper-Canada, returned to Montreal tow=
ard the end of September, to meet the invasion with which
the enemy threatened the Lower Province. General Hamp-
ton after having transported his force acrogs Lake Cham-
plain, lay encamped for some daysat Cumberland Head
near Plattsburgh. On the 20th of September, he entered
Lower-Canada, (his advanced guard having surprised a
small Piquet early in the morning) at Odeltown, at the
lower extremity of Lake Champlain, with upwards of five
thousand men. The road leading from thence to I'Acas
die and the open Country in the neighbourhood of Montre-
al, lies through a swampy wood of upwards of five leagues
which had been cut np':m:_l rendered impl‘r'm-lif.-ahllo by
abbatis since the preceding campaign, by the Voltigenrs

undexg
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under Lient. Colonel De Salaberry, and was now guarde®
by a tew of the Frontier Fight Infuntry, and some Indians
under the direction of Captain Mailloux.. These were im:
mediately reinforced by the flank companies of the 4th Bag-
talion of Embodied Militia under Major Perrault, and the
Canadian Voltigeurs under Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry
who commanded the advance. Had Hampton immediately
sent forwdrd abody of Riflemen through the woods, he mighg
without much diffieulty, have obtained a footing in the opest
Country near St. Johrig : which if he could have sncceeded
in occui)ying. must have led to the surrenderof the Islgsanygs
Noix. He however seems not to have been aware of our.
weakness, or to have plaeed little reliance in" the discipline
and perseverance of his troops.. On the 22d Septeémber, he
evacuated Odeltown, and moved with his whole force wests
ward, toward the head of Chateauguay River, under pretext
of the impracticability of advancing through the Odeltown
road for want of water for his cavalry, and cattle; owingte
the extraordinary drouth of the Season.

ADMINISTRATION OF .

At this momentous crisis, the Commander of the Forces
issued an‘animating Proclamation, calling for the exertions
of the people in repelling the threatened invasion; and the
militia in the district of Montreal, turned out with the
same ardour and alacrity as in the preceding campaign.

DLL‘ Colonel . Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, with the Canadian Voltis
atiacks the £ Z€Urs, on ascertaining the route the enemy had pursued,
Bery’s Camj
ai Feur Cor

ymoved in like manner to Chateangnay, where he was or-
“dered by the Commander of the Forces, to proceed to the
enemy’s camp at Four Corners, at the head of the Chateau~
guay, inorder to create analarm,and if possible dislodge hin
by a surprise. To effect this service (the accomplishment
o which appeared quite impracticable to Lient. Colonel
D- Salaberry, with the very limited force under his com~
tand) he proceeded through the woods along the Chateau-
guay, with one hundred and fifty of his Voltigeurs, the
Lighit Company of Canadian Fencibles, and about one
handred Indians, under the direction of Capt. Gaucher;
and on the afternoon of the first of October, arrived, una
observed, at the vicinity of the enemy’s camp. By the in
discretion of one of his Indians, who had discharged his
piece, an alarm was created, when Lieut. Colonel De Sala
berry finding himself discovered, imm-diately collected fifty
of his Veltigeurs, with which, and his Indians, he pushed
i intQ
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fifto- the eflemy’s advanced camp, consisting of two Light Ciaw.
Battalions of about four hundred men each, and drove VE,
them for a considerable distance, until perceiving the main
body of the enemy making movements to circumvent him, 1813,
he fell back, and took'up his former position at the skirt
of the woods. From this point Licut, Colonel De Sala-
berry again made ai:other charge, but the alarm being now
universal in the camp, and the Indians having fallen to the
rear, his men were obliged to retire, leaving him and Cap-
tains Chevalier Duchesnay. and Gaucher, with a tew trusty
Voltigeurs, who skirmished with the enemy until afier dark.
Of thie Americans, one officer and one man were kiled, and
only one wounded, by their own statement ; though othex
more probable accounts, state their loss at twenty-five
killed and wounded. This aflair, though of inferior mo-
merit; deserves our attention, as it afforded an occasion
.to Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, of leading his Voltigeurs
for the first time into action, and probably gave him a just
confidence in the valour of his countrymen, which a few
days afterwards they so nobly exemplified under their gal=
lant Leaderat Chateauguay. After thisrencounter he return-
ed to Chateauguay, taking the precaution of breaking .up
the road in his rear, and acquainting himself with the
ground . over which Hampton was expected to make his
way into the Province, and finally assumed a judicious
puf“,iliun in a thick wood, on the left bank of the Chateau-
guay river, at the distance of two leagues above the Fork
or confluence of the English and Chateauguay rivers, where
he threw up  temporary breast works of logs, covering
his front and right flank by extended abbatis while hia
left was secured by the river,

Here he resolved to await the enemy and maintain his
ground with a handful of Canadians, against the whole
strength of the invading army. In his rear there was a
small rapid where the river was fordable : this he cover-
ed with a strong breast work and a guard : keeping at the
same time a strong picquet of the Beauharnois militia in
advance on the right bank of the River, lest the  ene-
my approaching under cover of the forest might cross the
Ford, and dislodge him from his ground. The occupancy
of this position, Hampton justly considered of the first
importance to the ulterior object of the campaign, as the
country from thence to the month of the Chateauguay, being
principally open and culti'}a;tcd, afforded no streng points

) 90
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Crar  to check his progress to the St. Lawrence, and preveri¢ hi

VI.  junction with General Wilkinson’s division, which i
S\~ =y fact was not yet in readiness to move,
1813,

= General Hampton in the mean time, to distract and di.

s vide the attention .of the British, directed Ct{lonel Clark
40 carry on a petty warfare on the Eastern side 'Of' La'he

' Champlain, and that ruthless Depredator accordingly in-
fested the settlements in Missiskoui Bay, where he pluns
dered the irhabitanis in the most wanton manner.

On the 21st of October, General Hampton again ens
tered Lower-Canada, having early in the morning of tha.
day dispatched his light troopsand a Regiment ofthe Line ung
der Brigadier-General Izard, to dislodge a small picques
of sedentary militia, and a few Indian warriors, at the junes
‘ tion of the Outarde and Chateauguay rivers, where the
: ‘main body arrived on the 22d. On the 24th, having op-
ened and completed a large and practicable road from his
position at Four-Corners, (a distance of 24 miles,) through
i woods and morasses, which Lieat. Colonel De Salaberry on
{ returning from Four-Corners, had broken up and «embaps

crassed with @bbatis, the whole of his artillery (10 field pieces)
and stores were brought forward to his new position, about
seven miles from Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry’s post.

Battleof Cha= Fromi this point he dispatched Colonel Purdy with a
SCaupHay; light Brigade, and a strong body of Infantry of the line, at
an early hour in the night of the 25th, with orders to gain

the Ford, and fall on the rear of Lieut. Colonel De Salas

berry’s position ; while the main body were to commence

the attack in front. Purdy’s Brigade proceeded, but were

misled and bewildered in the woods, either through the

ignorance or treachery of the guides, and did not gain the

b point of attack as directed by ‘the Commanding Officer.
: General Hampton hewever advanced next morning (26th
Oct.) under the expectation of hearing the intended at-

tack atthe Ford, and atten o’clock made his appearance

“with about three thousand five hundred men, under Gene-

!'ul Izard on the high road, leading to the abbatis, and drove

I a small picquet of twenty-five men, who falling back

upon a sccond piequet made a resolute stand, and maintain-

ed a smart fire upon the enemy. - Lieut. Colonel De Sala-

, berry upon hearing the musketry promptly advanced with
1 the light company of the. Canadian Fencibles, commamh
e
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ed by Captain Ferguson, and two companies of his Vol- Cuar,
tigeurs commanded by Captains Chevalier and L. Juche- VL
rean Duchesnay. The first of these companies he posted Vet
on theright, in front of the abbatis, in extended order, its 1813,
right skirting on the adjoining woods and abbaftis, among
which were distributed a few Abenaqui Indians. Cap-
tain Chevalier Duchesnay’s Company of Voltigeurs in ex=
tended order, occupied the ground from the left of this
company to the River Chateauguay, and the third company
under Captain L. Jucherean Duchesnay with about thirty-
five sedentary militia, under Captain Longtain, were thrown
back en Polence along the margin of the river, for the pur-
pose of Hanking, or preventing a flank fire from the enemy
in the event of his appearance on the opposite side of the
wriver. The enemy in the mean time advanced with steadi-
ness in open column of sections to within musket shot,
when Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry discharged his rifle as
a signal to commence firing, at which a mounted oflicer
was seen to tall. The Bugles sounded and a quick fire was
jmmediately opened upon the enemy who wheeled up inta
Jine, and commenced a fire in Battalion vollies, which from
the position of their line was almost totally thrown to the
right of the Canadians, and of no effect whatever.  They
however soon changed their front parallel to their adversa-
ries, by facing to the right, and fyling up with speed; when
the engagement became general. The retreatof a few skir-
mishers. rather advanced in the centre of the line, being
mistaken by theenemy for aflight, an universal shout ensued,
which was re-echoed by the Canadians, and the reinforce-
ments in reserve under Lieut, Colonel M<Donnell, while
Lieut. Colonel: De Salaberry as a ruse de guerve ordered-the
bugles placed at intervals, in the abbatis to sound an advan=
ce - this had the desired effect and checked the ardour of'the
enemy, who -|1~;w(‘£l-lt that the Canadians were advancing
in great numbers to circumvent them., 'The noise of the
engagement brought on Colonel Purdy’s division on the
opposite side of the river, which having driven in the picquet
of the sedentary militia under Captain Bruguier, were pres=
sing on for the Ford, at which Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry
ordered the light company of the 3d. Battalion Embodied
Militia, under Captain Daly, to cross and take up the
ground abandoned by the picquet. Captain Daly with his
company crossed at the Ford, and having advanced fell in
with, and drove back the advanced guard of the Americans
upon the main body, which still pressed forward and com-

02 pelled
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pelled him in his turn to fall back. Having repulsed Gip-
tain Daly’s Company, they were moving on in overwhel-
ming numbers with eagerness and speed close on the bank
of the river, until opposite to Captain L. Jucherean Du-
chesnay’s Company, which hitherte lay concealed, and now
at the word of command from Lieut. Col. De Salaberry
opened so unexpected and effectual a fire upon the enemy,
as to throw him into the utmost disorder, and to ocea-
sion a tumultuous and precipitate retreat.

General Hampton finding his arrangements disconcerted
by the total route of the division on the right bank, with-
drew his forces i good order at half past two in the after
noon, without having made a single affort to carry the gb-
balis and entrehchments at the point of the bayonet, leay.
ing Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry with scarcely three hun-
dred Canadians masters of the field ofaction. Towards the
close of the engagement, Sir George Preyost, with Major Ge-
neral De Watteville, arrived an the ground, and witnessed in
person, the judiciouns arrangements and successful exertions
of Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry and his gallant comrades
and countrymen, whose prowess on the occasion called
forth the warmest encomiumns of the Commander of the
Yorces, and gave them a just claim to the disinterested and
impartial applause of history.

Captain Daly, while leading on his men, received two
severe wounds. Upwards of forty of the Americans were
found dead on the field. The loss of the Canadians amoturte
ed to five killed and twenty in wounded and missing.

General Hampton having re-occupied his late positior,
called a council of war, where it was determined to fall
back and occupy the former position at Four-Corners, to
secure their communication with the United States: from
thence either to retire into winter quarters or to be ready
to re-enter Lower-Canada. Pursuant to this determination
the army retired to Four-Corners, while the Canadians
hung upon their rear and harrassed their retreat.

2 U]

* The Commander of the Forces was pleased to acknowledge the distin-
guished support which Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry experienced from the
zeal and exertions of Captain Ferguson of the Canadian Fencibles, and from
the Captains Chevalierand L. Juchereau Duchesnay, from Adjutants O'Sul-
livan and Hebden, and Captain Lamotte of the Indian warriors. Sir George
Prevost, in his « iai despatch on this oceasion, solicited from the Prince

Regent, asa maik of his g:‘uriom_npprnh:uiun of the Embodied Battalions of
the Canadian Mailitia five pairs of Colours, for the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th and 5§I1

Battalions, o
From
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From the fatigues and privations experienced by this di- €Cuae,
vision exposed for several weeks to the inclemency of thesea- VI.
san, the enemy’s troops soon assumed the native rawness of ™~
recruits, and they wereno more capable of co-operating 1813,
with Wilkinson’s division in the combined movement
against Montreal. 'They shortly after fell back upon Plattse
burgh and retired to winter Quarters,

The plan of the campaign adopted by the American Gov-
ernment, as subsequently developed by the publication of
¢ Sundry Documents submitted to Congress in obedience
% to a resolution of that Body of the 3lst December 1813,
“tending toexplain the causes of the failure of the American
“ arms on the Northern Frontier,” was, by hastily withdraw=
ing their forces from Fort George to Sacket’s Harbour, to
make a sudden descent upon Kingston, before the British
forces could be called in from the Niagara frontier ; while
]]u:u;mm was to make a simultaneous movement on Lake
Champlain, indicating an intention of attacking - Montreal
and its dependencies, and really to attack them if wo rein-
force the Upper Province, these posts should be materially
weakened. The lingering progress of the armament at
Sacket’s Harbour afforded time to call in reinfoicements to
Kingston, and afier some discussion between (reneral Wil-
kinson and the Secretary of war, it was determined.at the
instance of the latter, to leave that post in the rear and pro-
ceed down the St. Lawrence for Montreal. The American
forces to about ten thousand men accordingly rendezvoused
towards the end of October on Grenadier Island, in the
neighbourhood of Kingston, where General De Rottenburgh
eonfidently expecting an attack, was prepared for the event.
From this point, alter experiencing much- foul weather,
Wilkinson commenced his movement under cover of the
American fleet, and on the Jd November slipt into the St.
Lawrence with a flotilla of upwards of three hundred boats
ol various sizes, escorted by a division of gun-boats. He
proceeded to within three miles of Prescot and landed his
troops on the American shore, who proceeded downwards
by land to a Bay or Cove, two miles below that post, in
erder to avoid the British batteries, while the flotilla passed
them in the night of the sixth, without sustaining any ma-
terial injury in their passage by the cannonade.

he movement of the flotilla down the St. Lawrence be-
ing ascertainedat Kingston, General De Rottenburgh de-
- tached
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tached a small force from that post, consisting of the 40tk
Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Colonel Plenderleath,
the 89h Regiment and some Voltizeurs, which when rein-
forced by Lieut. Colonel Pearson with a party of the Cana-
dian Fencibles from Prescot amounted to about 800 rank
and file, the whole commanded by Lient. Colonel Morrison
of the 89th Regiment and accompanied by the Deputy Ad-
Jutant-Geeneral. This Corps of observation proceeded un«
der the escort of a small division of gun-boats, commanded
by Captain Mulcaster R. N. in pursuit of the enemy, and on
the eighth came up with them at Point Troquois. Gene-
¥al Wilkinson had on the preceding day directed Colonel
Macomb to land on the British shore with 1200 men in or-
der to clear the coast down to the head of the Long Sault,
of the militia collecting along the shore from various parts
of the Country. On the 18th this division was reinforced
by Brigadier General Brown’s Brigade, with a body of
Pragoons from the American shore. On arriving at the
kead of the Long Sault, the whole of the effective men ex<
eept such as were required for navigating the boats down
the rapid, were landed under the orders of Brigadier Genes
ral Boyd, who was to proceed down by land in the rear of
General Brown’s division to the foot of the Long Sanlt.
On the tenth, Lieut. Colonel Morrison with the gnn-boats
visited the American post at Hamilton where he landed and
took possession of a considerable quantity of provisions and
stores belonging to the Americanarmy with two pieces of Ors
dnance. [Lieut. Colanel Harvey in the mean time follows
ed up the enemy, who in the evening were observed advan-
ing from the woods in considerable numbers with a body of
cavalry, but upon receiving a few rounds from three field
pieces, and probably finding their pursuers better prepared
than they expected, fell back for the night.* On the en-
suing day, Lieut. Colonel Morrison pressed so closely upon
the rear of General Boyd’s divison as to compel him to con-
centrate his forces and give battle, a description of which
cannot be more accurately conveyed than by quoting Lieut.
Colonel Morrison’s official despatch on the occasion. ¢ The
encmy’s force, consisting of two brigades of Infantry, and
a Regiment of cavalry, amounting to between three and
four thousand men, moved forward about two o’clock in
the afternoon from Chrystler’s Point. and attacked our ad=
vance, which gradually fell back to the position selected for

* Some smart capnonading in the mean time fook place between the
gun-boats, ] i
the
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the detachment to occupy, the right resting on the river,

and the left on a pine-wood, exhibiting about seven hun=
b Y e m .

dred yards. The ground being open, the troops were thus

disposed,

The Flank Companies of the 49th Regiment, the detachs
ment of the Canadian Regiment, with one field piece, unw
der Lieut. Colonel Pearson, on the right ; a little advanc-
ed on the road—Three companies of the 89th Regiment,
under Captain Barnes, with a gun formed in echellon with
the advance on its left, supporting it. The 49¢th and the
89th thrown more to the rear, with a gun, formed the main
body and reserve, extending to the woods on the left ; which
were occupied by the Voltigeurs, under Major Herriot, and
the Indians under Lieutenant Anderson—At about half
past two the action became general, when the enemy en-
deavored by moving forward a Brigade from his right, to
turn our left, but was repulsed by the 89th Regiment for-
ming en potencewith the 49th Regiment, and by moving
forward, occasionally firing by platoons; his efforts were
next directed against our right, and to repulse this move-
ment, the 49th Regiment took ground in that direction, in
Echellon, followed by the 89th. When within half mus-
ket shot, the line was formed under-a heavy but irregular
five from the enemy—The 49th was directed to charge their
guns, posted opposite to ours, but it became necessary:
when within a short distance of them, to check this forward
movement, in consequence of a charge from their cavalry
on the right, lest they should wheel about, and fall upon
the rear, but they were receved in so gallant & manner by
the companies of the 89th under Captain Barnes; and the
well directed fire of the Artillery, that they quickly re-
treated, and by a charge from those companies, ene gun
was gained.—The enemy immediately concentrated their
force to check our advance, but such was the steady coun-
tenance and well directed fire of the troops and artillery,
that about half past four, they gave way at all points from
an exceeding strong position, endeavouring by their light
infantry to cover their retreat, who were soon driven a-
way by a judicious movement made by Lieut. Colonel
Pearson. The detachment for the night occupied the ground
from which the enemy had been driven.”

This, (called the battle of Chrystler’s Farm from the
ground on which it occurred,) is in the estimation ot
mili-

Cuar.
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Cua®. military men, considered the handsomest affair during -the

late war, from the professional science displayed in the

W course of the action, by the adverse eommanders; and

1813.

when we consider the prodigious preparatives of the A-
merican government for that expedition, with the failure of
which their hopes of ¢onquést vanished, the batile of
Chrystler’s Farm may be classed as an event  of the first
amportance in the defence of these provinces.* :

The American division after leaving the field, re-embark-
ed in haste, while the dragoons, with five field pieces of
light artillery proceded down towards Cornwall, in the rear
of General Brown’s division, who, unaware of the battle
had continued his march for that place. The enemy lost
an able officer in the person of Brigadier General Coving-
ton, who, while animating his men to the charge, receiy-
ed a mortal wound, which he survived only two days. The
Joss of the enemy by their own official statements, amount-
ed to three officers and ninety-nine men killed, and sixteen
officers and one hundred and twenty-one men wounded,
The loss of the British amounted to three officers (Captain
Nairne of the 49th Regiment and Lieutenants Lorimier and
Armstrong,) and twenty-one men killed, and eight officers
and one hundred and thirty-seven wounded, and twelve
missing.

General Wilkinson, who, during the action, lay confins
ed to his barge, from a protracted illness, in his official
despatch to_his government, bears faithful testimony of the
loyalty of the inhabitants on the Canada side of the Saint
Lawrence, and of the bravery and discipline of the troops
he had to contend with at Chrystler’s Farm.

* Lient. Colonel Morrison cencludes his despatch by the following testimos
ny, of the zeal and bravery manifested by the officers and men under hia
command.

* % [tis now my gratefnl duty to point out to your Honor, the benefit the
Service has received from the ability, judgment, and active exertions, of
Lieut. Colonel Harvey, the Deputy Adjutant General, for sparing whom
to accompany the detachment, 1 must again publicly express my acknowledg-
menis, ‘To the cordial co-operation aud exertions of Lieut. Colonel Pearson,
commanding the detachment from Prescot, Lieut. Colonel Pleuderleath,
4.1 Regiment, Major Clifford, ‘89th Regiment, Major Herriot, of-the
Voitigeurs, and Captain Jackson, of the Royal Artillery, combined with
the gallantry of the troops,.our great success may be attributed ;5 every maR
did his duty, and I Dbelieve, 1 cannot more strongly speak their merits than
in mentioning that our small force did not exceed €ight hundred rank and file.

“ To Captains Devis and Skinner, of the Quarter Master General’s De-
pariment, 1amundcr the greatest obligatiovs for the assistance 1 have' recei-
ved from them 3 their zcal and activity, have beén unremitting.--Lieut. Ha-
gorman of the Militia, and Lieut.Ander<on of the Indian Department, huve
wi.0 tor their services deserved my puhlic acknowledgments,” T

ne
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The day after the engagement, the American flotilla pro- Caa®.
geeded down the Long Sault and joined near ¢ v v

division which had moved on under General Brow:
wards that place, where General Wilkinson confide
expected to hear of the arrival of General Hampton on
opposite shore, to whom he had written on the Gth, to
that effect, not being then acquainted with hi lofeat.
Here to his unspeakable morufication and surprise, he re-
ceived a letter from General Hampton, info ' Iiim that
the division under his command was falling back upon
Lake Champlain. This information, with the countless dif-
ficulties momently crowding upon the American army, ef-
foctially blasted every prospect of farther success.  So cir=
cumstanced the American Commander immediately held a
council of war, in which it was unanimounsly resolved ¢ That
“the attack npon Montreal should be abandoned for the
“present season, and that the army near Cornwall should
“immediately be crossed tothe Americanshore for taking up
“winter quarters,” which, on the ensuing day, wis ac-
cordingly carried into effect, by their proceeding for Salmon
River, where their boats and batteaux were scuttled, and ex-
tensive barracks for the whole army were erected with ex-
traordinary celerity, and surrounded on all sides by abbatis,
s0 as to render a surprise impracticable:

is late «

Tmine
rming

Wilkinson’s intention was to havé landed on the Isle
Perrdt, which is separated from the Island of Montreal,
by a small channel, over which he intended to throw a
bridge of boats, and from thence to fight his way for the
City of Montreal.

Every appearance of danger having subsided, the Com-
mander of the Forces dismissed the Sedentary Militia by
a General Order of the 17th November, with acknowledo-
ments of the cheerful alacrity, with which they had repaired
to their Posts, and the loyalty and zeal they had manifest=
ed at the prospect of encountering the enemy.

With these operations terminated the Campaign of 1813,
in the Lower Province, but new triumphs still awaited the
British arms in the Province of Upper-Canada.

Major ‘General De Rottenburgh was relieved in the coma
mand of Upper-Canada, early in December, by Licut,
(General  Drummond, who proceeded fromt Kingsten o
: York,
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Ciar Yok, and from thence to the head of the Lake, where the
V. army again resumed an offensive postnre, with a view te
' e ol ) 3 -~ . o™ .

e, regain possession of Fort George. General M*Clure, whe
1813.  on the breakingup ofthe investment of Fort George, had
issned a Proclamation, in which he affected to consider
Upper-Canada as abandoned by the British army, and of-

fered the friendship and protection of his Government te

the People of that Province, on the approach of the Bri-

tish under Colonel Murray, precipitately evacuated thag

"\"""““l'_‘“ 7 Post on the 1 December, and retreated across the Nias
acuale COr - . . ~ .
George. gara, having pursuant to the directions of the American

Secretary of war, most inhumanly on the 10th of Decem-
ber, set fire to the flourishing Village of Newark, contain-
ing about one hundred and fifty houses ; which were redu-
ced to ashes, leaving the wretched and forlorn inhabitants
with upwards of four hundred women and children exposed
to the accumulated horrors of famine and the inclemency of
a Canadian winter. The British under the command of
Colonel Murray, scarcely amounting to five hundred men,
including Indians and Militia immediately occupied Fort
George.  The barbarous policy of the American Govern-
ment in destroying Newark, exasperated the army as well
as the inhabitants on the Frontier, of whose impatience for
retaliation, General Drommond promptly availed himself
after the occupation of Fort George, by adopting the reso-

lution of carrying the American Fort Niagara by surprise.

Having only two batteanx at his disposal in the Niagara
river, he deferred the attack until a suflicient number of
batteanx could be conveyed over land, several miles,
from Burlington at the head ofthe Lake, which was effects
ed by the exertions of Captain Elliot, of the Quarter

 sur- Master General’s . Department. Having made every ne-
“Ni cessary arrangement, the batteaux were launched, and the

g troops were embarked on the night of the 18th December
consisting of a small detachment of Roval Artillery, the
grenadier company of the Royal Scots, the flank coms
panies of the 4Ist and 100th Regiment, amounting in the
whole to five hundred and fifiy men, under the immediate
command of Colonel Murray, This small force having
crossed the river assisted by the Provincial Corps, as boat-
men, landed with the ntmost silence and good orderat the e
Mile Meadores, distant four and a hatf miles from the Fort.
From this point, Colonel Muway moved towards the Fort
having previously detached the advance of Lis di ision, Awe

der
g e T, il
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der Captain Fawcett and. Lieut. Dawson of the 100th
Regiment, who gallan 1!\ executed the orders entrusted to
the i, by cutting of two of'the enemy’s ]*u'v':(‘-\—'. and €ur-
plhll‘l” the ((nl.lu Is on the Glaci .ll"l at the (GGate, from
whom the watch word was obtaine "l I

the Fort, the ul" :l'-""""" facilitated, wh
fected TIII{)Ir h the main o
sound the u!.m'n‘.. The

sion of the works, the ny made for some time a feeble
resistance, but hndllyﬁlnlvndu red at discretion. ''he vis
lour of the troops eng aged on this service p.nt.wm.l of
the 100th Resinient, under Lieut. Colonel Hamilton was
hizhly conspicuous. The loss of the British amounted to
only one officer (Lisut. Nolan,) and five men killed, and
two officers (one of them C(olonel }
shot, through the wrist,) and three n
1055 of the enemy in ¢lain amc

1 the entrance into

had time to
:‘m\l 1!“-‘4 S=

efore the ener
nts having obtz

urray, by a

en wouna

yunted to sixty-five men
with the bayonet,) and two officers and twelve rank
file in wounded. The prisoners amounted to more the
three hundved effective nien of the regular army of the Unia
ted States. Animmense quantity li Commissariat Stoves
with upwards of ee thous :.;:\{ stand of arms, a great
number of rifies and .«c-\'-.-tn! pieces of o inance, of which
twenty-seven of different cal libres were mounted on the works,

t- i Mto the } vds U',' tne t; l'.'-n‘s_ l,;l't,. (u\ :.\1] lll‘ll,
Wuo had crosse over immedia l\ atter Colonel M

witli the wiicle body of western Indians, and the Ist

Lion of Rova! Scots, ai {1st Regiment, in order to sup-

POt the .li-
marched along 1v
had esuat | a force and
avowed purpese of destroymmg the Fown
situated directly opposite.  The enemy upon tie apj roach
‘of this divisio mdoned their position leaving two gnns,
a twelve, and asix pounder which fell into the bands of the
British, with a considerable quantity of h‘.\util' arms and
Siores. In retaliation for the cgntlagration of Newark the
indignant troops and the aux v Indians were let loose
upon the enemy’s frontier. and i« \‘:“.u"r-‘«-ﬁ‘lvr and
the circumijacent  country were (,ivl'c-_r;:'l
Drummond deterr {"to follow up these successes, which
he could not deem ¢ Lased the enemy
from the whole frontic id taken ample vengeance for his
cristrios toward the mhabitants ni Newark. He th r

moved his forces up to ¢ wwa where he fixed i s thead
. (Q\-.-.n'icm

ertaining 1ts success, imimediately
¢ the enemy
with the

1eenstown

¥ v
pon Lew 1stown,

11H‘.!! hie he

refore

Cuar:
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December, :m(i on the following day;
in two 1 iles of Fort Hrie, where havi

€irar. Quar
‘ E f"‘}”'\?
Sy, TEC
I813. ming

s
] vositton at Black Rock, he deter-

! e course of the night.  Heaccord-
maiy directed General Riall to ecross the river with four
companies of the King’s Regiment and the light company of
30th. under Lieut. Colonel Ogily '}'- two hundred an d
filly men of the 41st, and the grenadiers of the !li‘ th Regie
ment, under Major F end, together with about fifty Mil litia.

Py

Volunteeisand a body ndian we arriors. 'This division coms
leted its landi ;\.F‘-:a-:t midnight, two miles below Black
geeLea s

fock, its advanced gnar having surprised and captured the
greater | 1 e enemy and secured the

bridge gver the {tm uichity Creek, from which the ene-
my made several attempts to dislodge them. The boats
and batteaux alier having ('r('m'c'ni his division were
tracked up as high 25 the foot of the rapids below Fort
Fiie, In mr’m to cross the Royals under Lieut. Colonel
Gordon, who where destined to land above B

o

Rock,

for iing the enemy’s position, while
l'f' uld b cked in front by the troops who had
fan \i below. delay oceasioned by the grounds

ino (-1' the boats wli u('h detained them until MOrning,
and expozed them to the open fire of the enemy, cansed 1[1@
Ros "11--~n-nn loss, and prevented them from efft cting a lands

ing in sufficient m e to fully accomplish the o bject intend-
ed. \t day break, Major General Riall moved torward: the

King’s Re gimentand the light companyot the 89th leading,

and the 4 Istand Gre nadiers of the 100¢h forming the ILH(‘]\L.
On gaining the town, a ver y \"'1 ited attack was made upon
the en: my “Who wi e in mml force and strongly posted, and
on the arrival of the r erve, the action h((dle nenrml
The enemy maintained his pwmou with obstinacy for some
time, but upon the advance of the British he was compelled
to give way, ‘n([ was (hl\(‘ll through his batteries in \\hiLh
were a twenty- 1-.‘1 pot m er, three 1\\(‘1\'0 and a nine poun-
der. From Black Rock, the fugitives were pursued to the
town of Buffaloe, abonut two miles dis stant, where they ral-
lied and shewed a large body of infantry d!ld(‘d‘.’ﬂll\.alld ate
tempted to oppose the advance of the British bv the fire
of a field piece, posted on a height con nmanding the road:

finding this ineffectual, they retreated in all duocuonq,
leaving a six-pounder i)ld&;s field piece, one iron eigh-

teen, and one iron six- poundct, and betook thems elves to
the woods,
Ges
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Goneral Riall having dispersed this force, immediately
detachied Captain Robimson of the King's Regiment, with
Wwo companies, to destroy three vessels of the enemy’s
lake squadron, a short distance below the town, with their
stores, which he efiectually accomplished.

The Americans in this affair, were not less in numbet
than 2,500, and are cupposed to have lost in killed and
wounded, from thyee to tour hundred men. Only one hun-
died and thirty men were made prisoners, and among them
Colonel Chapm. The British lost 51 men kiiled, and lour
oliicers and sixty-eight men wounded, and nine men mis-
sing. The small towns of Buiialoe and Black Rock having
been deserted by the inhabitants, were, with all the pub-
lic stores, containing considerable quantities of cloathing,
spiiits and flour, wihich could not be conveniently brought
awuy, set on fire and enurely consumed,

These decisive and retaliatory measures almost entirely
crushed the power, and \iv:tru}ud the resources of the ene-
my on the Niagara fronter, and although victims of the re-
tributive vengeance brought on then licads by the barbari-
ty of their own Commanders, the wretched inhabitants
are said to bave acquiesced in the justice of the measures
pursued by the Briush General,

Such were the rapid suecesses that attended the British
grms in the Canadas, and cheered the hopes of the peo-
ple at the close of the campaign, which a few weeks pre=
viously, threatened the total subjugation of these provinces,

Ample vengeance having been taken by the spirited and
Judicious promptitude of’ Lieut. General Drummniond, upon
the Niagara frontier, for the wanton conflagration and the
cruel outrages committed upon the defenceless inhabitants
of Newark, the Commander of the Forces, on the 12th
of January, 1814, issued a Proclamation, in which he
strongly deprecated the savage mode of warfare to whici
the enemy, by a departure from the established usages ‘uf
war, had compelled him to resort. He traced with faithful
precision and correctness, the conduct that had marked
the progress of the war on the part of the enemy, and con=
cluded by lamenting the necessity impossed: upon hun ‘:)f
retaliating upon the subjects of Awmerica, the miseries in-
flicted upon the inhabitants of Newark, but at the same

time

Cuav,
Vi
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Cuar. time declared it nnot to be b s intention {urther to pursie g

Vi system of wariare 5o revolting to his own « elings aud so lit-

™%, (le congenial to the Britsh character, unless he should be
[815.  so compeiled by tiie future messures or the enemy.

' CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIL

N the thirteenth of January. the Legislature met for

the dispatch of public business. The Governor con-

gratulated the Parliament on the defeat of the enemy at

Chateauguay, by a handful of brave Canadians: and on

the brilliant. victory obtained by the small Corps of observa~

tion on the banks of the St. Lawrence, over the formidable
armament commanded by Major General Wilkinson.

The Governor, in a secret and confidential message to
the House of Assembly informed that body, that in order
to carry on the public services he had found it indispensa-
bly necessary to direct an issue of Army Bills to a greater
amount than five hundred thousand pounds (the Sum au-
thorized by the late Army Bill Act) and recommended to
the immediate and serious consideration of the House, the
expedience of extending the provisions of the Army Bill
Act. The House accordingly took the subject into consis
deration, and passed a Bill f\undm-r the issue of Army
Bills to fifteen hundred thousand pmln(ls. The Miliua
Laws underwent some discussion but were not altered, the
Legislative Council not concurving with some clauses which
it had been found expedient o introduce into the Bill, sent
up for their concurrence. A Bill to dis lllI.Ln..\ the C :su'f
Justices and the Judges of the Courts of King's Bench in
the Province from being summoned to the Legislative Coun-
cil or sitting or voting therein, was introduced, and having
passed the IJU»\"I‘ House, was sent up to the Legi ive

it was unanumnou y
resolved that the matters contained in the Were
liamentary and unprecedented, and intrenched upon 1‘.1("
prerogative of the Crown and the rights and privileges of
the House ; and It was therefore also muvn!m)mly resolved
to proceed no further in the consideration of the lnrli. The
Ifouse of Asse nm" upon finding it to have been laid aside,
dppounul a Committee to search the Journals of the Legis
lative Council, to ascertain ofiicially what proceedings had
been taken with respect to the Bill in ql'ocii(ﬂ- The Com-
mittee | l‘ln”‘ taken information on ihp an.m‘ct rflmx'i d

1 . ' 1
( HZ!]I('!! for thetr concurrence.

> URpat's

the of the Bill as collected from ti 1o Joirrnalsof' the L 8
stative Council,and the House among other counter 10»)- 53

tions,
ey, . - —
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tions, indignantly resolved ¢that the Legislative (\mnm] h',
their refusal to proceed on that Bill had excluded from their
consideration a measure highly meriting the attention of the
Legislature of the Province a 1d had therefore A.m:rhd addi-
tional evidence of its e xXpe dience.” A Bill was alfo intro-
ditced as in the preceding Session < o grant to his Majos
4y a duty on the Income arising from Civil Offices, and on
Pensions, to be applied for the defence of the Provinee in the
present war with the United States of America.”” 'This
Bill was rejected by the Legislative Couneil.  The Bill for
the n}')lmilmm‘m of an Agent in Great Britain was also sent
up to the Legislative Council, where it was laid aside.

The House of Assembly tnanimously passed a vote of
thanks to Lieut. Colonel De Salaberry, and the officers un-
derhiscommand for their distinguished exertionson the 26th
October 1813, inthe action on the Chateauguay river, and di-
vected the Speaker to signify the same to Llc‘l.t Colonel De

Salaberry and the officers present on that oceasion, and tha
the House highly felt and acknowledged the distinguished
valour and discipline conspiciously displayed by the nons
commissioned officers and private soldiers and militin-men
of the little band undvr his immediate command in the sigs

nal defeat of the American army under General Hampton
at Chateauguay. To Lient. Colonel Morrison of the 89th
Regiment and to the officers and men under his command a
‘;um]al vote of thanks was ]'auwd for their exertions on the
11th November 1813, at Chrystler’s Farm in the defeat off
thie American army ander General Wilkinson.

lhn House of Assembly at an early period of the Session,
on motion of Mr. J. Stuart, resolved that it would takeinto
consideration the power and authority exercised by the
Courts of Justice; in this Province, under the denomina-
tion of Rules of Practice, and the Clerk of the Court of
Appeals, as well as the Prothonotaries of the Courts of
King’s Bench for the Districts of Quebec and Montreal,
were respectively ordered to lay before the House, certitied
c.-)pi('c of the Rules of Practice of those Courts. On the
4th of l(‘hm.uv the subject having been previously dis-
cussed in Committee, the House ado])ted several resolutiong
concerning those Rules of Practice, which it considered ra-
ther in the sense of Legislative enactments, and therefore
an encroachment upon the Privileges of the Lefr';-;hmn'e,
than as simple rules or regulaiions for the guidance of _]um-
Clda
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gial proceedings. The rules in question had first been franied
and introduced into the Provineial Court of Appeals (where

Ciap
Vil

the Chief Justice of the Province, and the Chiet’ Justice of Vs

Montreal, alternately preside) in January 1809, and in the
gameé vear, the Courts of King’s Benchat Quebec and Mon-
treal followed the example of the Courtof Appeals, under the
sanction of an Act of the Provincial Legislature giving to the
different “ Courts of Judicature in the Province, power and
“ authority to -make and establish Orders and Rules of
% Practice in the said Courts in all eivil matters, touch-
“ ing all services of process, executions and returns of all
% Writs, proceedings for bringing causes to issue as well in
% term time as out of term, and other matters of regulation
¢ within the said Courts.”” It was however, now maintain-
ed in the House of Assembly, that these rules affected the
civil rizhts of” His Majesty’s subjects, and weré’ contrary to
and subversive of the Laws of the Province : that they ren-
dered the enjoyment of liberty and property altogether inse-
cure and precarious, and gave to the Judges an arbitrary
authority over the persons and property of His Majesty’s
thiect.ﬂ.in the Province. - For these, and other specific poli-
tical hich crimes and misdemeanors, alledged to have been
committed in the course of the late Administration of the
Oolonial Government by SirJ. H. Craig, tending to mis-
lead and deceive that officer in the exercise of his authority,
to oppress the people and alienate L.he'll‘ minds from His
Majesty’s Government in order (as it was contended) to
favor the progress of American influence in the Province,
the two Chief Justices were formally impeached by the
Commons of Liower-Canada.

~

M. J. Stuart was appointed Agent for the purpose of pro-
gecuting the Impeachments with effect, on behalf of the
Commons of Lower-Canada, who, in a money Bill, ap-
propriated the sum of two thousand pounds, in order to en~
able him to proceed to England, in consequence of which
the Bill was rejected by the Legislative Council.* The Im-

eachments having been digested into seventeen different
Enads against the Chief Justice of the Province, and into
eicht heads against the Chief Justice of Mnutrm}l? charge
ed among other things, with promoting and advising cers
tain criminal prusocminnsat\]onu‘eal,nn(};-num}{mjudgmem.
upon them ; and with having refuseda Writ of Habeas Corpus

* Tiis Bill contained a grant of £20,000, for the Militia, and & like sum
{or the support of the War, o
A to

131+
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to persons legally entitled thereto, the House of Assemis
bly on the 3d of March, went up to the Castle with their
Speaker, and presented an Address to the Governor, pray-
ing him to transmit the Impeachments, with an Address
to the Prince Regent drawn up for the occasion, to His
Majesty’s Ministers, to be laid before the Prince Regent.
They at the same time suggested the propriety of suspends
the Chief Justices from their public functions until the
Prince Regent’s pleasure should be known.

The Governor replied that he would take an early op-
portunity of transmitting the Address, with the articles of
accusation against the Chief Justices, to His Majesty’s Mi-
nisters : but that he did not think it expedient to suspend
the Chief Justices from their offices upon an Address to that
effect from one branch of the Legislature alone, founded on
articles of accusation, on which the Legislative Council had
not been consulted, and in which they had not concurred.
This answer gave umbrage to the House, which upon re-
tnrning from the Castle among other resolutions, resolved
¢ that His Excellency the Governor in Chief by his answer
“ to the Address of the House had violated the Constitu-
¢¢ tional rights and privileges thereof.”” On the seventh of
March, the House, probably influenced by a sense of justice
towards the Governor, whose conduct it had so recently
censured, in mitigation of its late resolution again resolved,
¢ that notwithstanding the wicked and perverse advice giy-
“ento His Excellency on the subject of the Constitutional
*“ rights and privileges of that House, and the endeavours of
 evil disposed advisers to lead himinto error and to embroil
“him with his Majesty’s faithful Commons of this Province,
¢ the Househad not in any respectaltered the opinion it had
¢ ever entertained of the wisdom of His Excellency’s Admi-
¢ nistration, and that it was determined to adopt the mea-
¢ sures it had deemed necessary for the support of the Go-
¢ vernment and the defence of the Province.”

The Housealso drew up an Address to the Prince Regent
on the state of the Province, and the progress of the war
with the United-States, in which the exertions of the peo-
ple and the urgency of early assistance were briefly ex-
pressed.*

* The strength of the six battalions of Canadian Embodied Militia a-
mounted in the month of December, 1813, according to a return submitted to

“the. House of Assembly, to 3,893 men, exclusive of the Voltigears, lhg

Frontier Light Infantry and other Militia and Provincial Corps,

Such
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Such were the prim‘i] val affairs that occupied the atten= Crap,
tion of the House of Assembly during the present ‘*wau)n, VII.
which on the seventeenth of March was prorogued by the ™
Governor. 1314,

It has been already mentioned that among the prisoners
taken at the battle of Queenstown in the autumn of’ 1812,
l\\('nl\ thiree men were recog CNLZC d as dese reers, and Bl'ii'lsh
born subjects.  As traitors to their country, the € ommand-
er of the Forces had sent them to }:,nu{ami for legal trial.
Tlis circumstance being made known to the \mcruan go=
yernment by the Americs ‘11\ ‘omi msmn Ut} risoners at LLm-
don, General Dearborn was ordered by his government, to
put an equal number ol Britigh soldiers mm close confine-
mient 4s hoswages, tor the tormer. In consequence of’ tnla
measure, the Commander of the Forces, by a General Cre
der oi the 27th ot October, lhl.‘ , made it known that he
had vecerved the comniands of the Prince Regent to put
forty-six American Officers and Non-Commissioned Ofs
ficers. anto close confinement as hostages, for the twentys
three soidiers confined by the American government. le
g the same time aj v.m-ml that government, that if any
ol the Briush soldiers should sufier death by reason of the
guii and execution of the waitors found in arms a-vdm-t
tieir conntry. who had been sent to England for legal
triel, he was mstructed o select out of 1'|.v American Of:
ficers and Noa-Comumnssioned officers detained as hostages,
double the numt of the British soldiers who might be
bly put to death. and to cause them in re=
taliation, to suifer death 1:.i':|":'n|dll'i\_';'. in Lransmitting
this information to the American Government; the Coni=
mander of the Forces also notit ied them, that the Com-
manders of” H ‘-1;I‘:"-\‘ ¢’s armies and fleets on the coast of
Awerica, bad received instructions to prosecute the war
with unmitigated seventy aga.nst all cities, towns and vils
ngr:« lu‘h)ngm:_g Lo 111-' United States, and JU.um-l the in-
habitants thereol, if after that information should hav
reached the American governiment, they should not be ('m-
terred from putting to death any of the soldiers detained as
hiostages,

B0 unwalrranta

On the 10th of December, the Commander of the Forces
received a communication from Major General Wilkinson
by Colonel Macomb, of the U nited States army, bearing a
flag of truce, stating, * that the governinent of the United

Q2 Siates
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States adhering unalterabl: to ho principle and purpose

declared in the communicaiion of General Dearboin. on
the suly ree American  soldiers, 1_);1.&01;-
ers of wwland to be tried as cril'lilluh. and
i like number of British \().nltl\, pri=
le the fate of the ft rmer, hai 'l 11 con-
tie step taxen by the British governmen 5 Ope
ix British E"‘" cers i;‘m close confinement, and
;m.w‘ not | e discharoed thereirom until it ~11r\uld
that the forty-six American Officers and  non-
it in ques 5110 su were no longer conline
of this, the Governor ordered all
prisoners (:i war, without exception
ediately placed in close confinement as

tlie LW

hostages, until the number of forty-six were completed over

¥

and above thase a
this order, Genen

ady in confinement. In pursuance of

¥Vinder, Chandler and W inchester,
d from their quarters in the country at Beau-
to & private house in Queb here their confinement

ved as little inconyenient as their situation conld

vere Conve

aamit of,

On the fifteenth of April following, after some negociae
ation between Colonel Bavnes the Adjutant-Geeneral, and
r-General Winder, on the part of the American

nment, a r‘r'.'\':'::iirn was on :‘wci into at '\iunll'ml

ge ui lmmnu». ilw \1.]"11(‘[1!1 nmuu-
imnr its pretensions to retaliate for the pu—
goners sent to England, for legal trial as traitors to their
cour This 1t vas ratified in July at Chama
plain, near the lines, by Colonel Lear, mputcd for that
purpose by the American government, and by Colonel
Baynes and Mr. Brenton, on the part of the British Gov-
ernment.*

ment reling

The most active exertions were made during the winter
to be nnim.vi for the en suing uunp”!‘ru. Stores of all desa
criptions were for warded to Kingston, from Quebec and
Montreal on sleighs at p md'uu)lh expence. The second
Baitalion of the Sth Reo riment, annmu(lul by Lieut. Co-
lonel Roberton, marched through the woods from Frede-

® The regociation was 0] pened at the solicitation of the American g~
yernm a letter fiom the 8 elary of Sfate, to Sir George Prevost, who
ron-ented 1o the exchange of Brigadicr-General Winder for the purpose of
negociating

B
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tickton to the St. Lawrence in the month of February. A Cuap,
reinforcement of two hundred and twenty seamen for the V.
Lakes came by the same route. To expedite the progress ™~
of these reinforcements, the Legislature of New-Brunswick 1814,
voted three hundred pounds, and the City of St. John’s '
gave a similar sum to defray the expence l?[“{‘ﬂll\'("\’in'_f them

#n sleighs, as far as the nature of the roads would permit.

In the month of March an Embassy of Chiefs and War-
riors fiom the Ottawas, Chippawas, Shawnees, Delawares,
Mohawks, Saiks, Foxes, Kickapoos and Winabagoes, ar-
rived at Quebec to visit and to hold a Council with the
Commander of the Forces. His [ixcellency on the fifteenth
of that month gave them an audience, and held a Talk or
conierence with them at the Castle of Saint Lewis. Their
speeches were principally compl

smentary and expressive of
their joy on beholding their Father and meeting him in
Council. They expressed their poverty and requested that
peace might not be concluded with the American govern-
ment, until they should recover the ancient bounds of the
territories of which the enemy had deprived them by frand,
and by violence. They represented the loss they had ex-
perienced of their young men in'the war, but expressed
their determination to persevere, and solicited arms for
their Warriors, and clothing for their women and child-
ren, “ T'he Americans (said one of the Chiefs) are taking

 our lands from us every day, they have no hearts, father:
 they have no pity for us, they want to drive us beyond
% the setting Sun; but we hope, although we are few, and
are here as it were upon a little Island, our great and
“ mighty father who lives beyond the great Lake, will not
¢ forsake us in our distress, but will continue to remember
' £4

his faithful red children.” The Governor in answer,
strongly exhorted them to persevere in the contest against
the common enemy, in order to regain the territory lost 1,
the last campaign. He expressed his sorrow for the loss
of one of their Warriors (Tecumseh) and for that of many
other valiant Chiefs during the war. He charged them upon
all occasions, to spare and shew mercy to all women, chil-
dren and priconers that should fall within their power, an
Imjunction to which the listening Chiefs unanimously mur-
mured approbation. After some days residence at Quebec .
they were loaded with presents, and despatched for the Up-
per Province in their way homewards, to prepare their
tribes for the approaching campaign.

: On




—l -+ AT < R b o e S e ST BT TN

Cuar.
Vil
A e "

1813,

122 ADNINISTRATION OF

On the twenty-sixth of March, His Excellency issued &
General Order expressing the approbation of Lhc Piince
Regent of the aflair of Chates aunguay and his ¢ ]nwlal‘

pleasure at finding that His Majesty’s Canadian 8 |I,5au
lmg at length had the opportunity of refuting by their own
brilliant exertions in defence of their Country,the calumnious
chayge of disaflection and rhwlmdllv with which the enemy
had prefaced his first invasion of the Province.”” To Lieut.
Colonel De Salaberry in particular and to-all the officers and
men under his coinmand, the sense entertained by His
Eoyal Highness of their meritorious and distinguished ser=
vices was made known.  The (‘mnn.;lm!er of the Forces at
the same lmmaulurm ited the militia of the detérmination of
His Royal Highness to forward Colours for the tive Batra-
lions of Embodied Militia, feeling that they had enmed

an ability un.i digposiiion to secure them from insuit which
gave them the best title to such a mark of distinciion. So
flattering a umumm\ of the Royal approbation could not
fail to raise the honest pwlo of the Provincal Militia, but
they were disappointed in their hopes, and the promise still
remains to be accomplished,

A movement of the American forces in the neighhours
hood of Lake Champlain towards the conclusion of
March, gave room to expect an invasion of the Dis of!

Aontreal. Brivadier General Macomb with a division of
the American {orces from Pl lattsburgh crossed Laik: '.'s arn=
p.:nn uponsthe ice, and entered St. Armands, where he re<
mained some days without molestation, while General Wil-
Kingon. pre ],nu{ for an attack upon the outposts of Odel+
town, and the La Cole Mill; a stone building which had
heen converted into a Block house. On the morning of the
thirtieth of March, (General Macomb having ﬁtl(iil(’llly
withdrawn his division from St. Armands and rq;umcd the
main body) the American forces consisting of five thousand
men, commanded by General Wilkinson in person, entered
Qdeltown. Major Handeock commanding at the Mill, re=
cetved n=t(‘l.|n--i rce at eight o’clock in the morning of the ap-
proach of the enemy and immediately sent off a dcn},auh ta
the Isle-aux-Noix for a reinforcement, from whence a p!c-
quet of the Lith Regiment under the command ui Captamn
Blake, marched towards Odeltownand took post about twe
miles i!om the Mill: The enemy halted for a short time at
the village;and then made a demonstration upon Burtonville
with a part of their force, Theiy advance in thas directions

was
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was checked by part of the grenadiers of the Canadian Fen-
cibles under Captain Cartwright, and a few of the Frontier
Licht Infantry under Captain Barker. Captain Blake's
picquet hearing the firing, concluded that the whole of the
enemy’s force had taken that road, and in consequence
retreated to the mill, from whence they again advanced
and took post in advance. The enemy shortly after appear-
ed in considerable force; the picquet fired three vollies and
retreated to the mill. At one o’clock the enemy was seen
deploying in the wood, with the intention of surrounding
the mill; a fire was immediately commenced which l'n-;
did not return for some time, but appeared determined
to carry the place by assault, as they advanced cheering
one another: the heavy fire obliged them to relinquish their

lan and retreat to the wood, where they were complete-
fv sheltered. A twelve pounder was brought to bear upon
the mill, but so badly served, that during a cannonade
of two hours and a half, only four shots struck the build-
ing, the gun being within the range of musketry the
artillery suffered severely, and in fact were unable to take
aim with any degree of precision. A gun-boat from the
Isle-aux-Noix, commanded by Lient. Hicks, R. N. kept
up an incessant fire upon the spot where the American army
was posted, but from the distance and the height of the
intervening woods little or no execution was done. The
two flank companies of the 13th Regiment arrived from the
Isle-aux-Noix at half past two o’clock, and were immedi-
ately ordered to charge the enemy in front—they advanced
as far as the wood in line, but the difliculty of marching
through the snow with a galling fire in front, and on the
left flank, checked the rapidity of their progress, and soon
compelled them to retire to the Block house. The grena-
diers of the Canadian Fencibles and a company of the Vol-
tigeurs just now arriving from Burtonville, Major Hand-
cock ordered them to support the flank companies of the
13th Regiment in a second charge, to which they advanced
in column of sections.* The Americans had now concen-
trated their whole force close to the gun, but did not at-
tempt to fire till the British had advanced to within twen-
ty-five yards of their centre, and were completely flanked
on both sides : the first discharge of the enemy was so ef-
fectually destructive that these companies were entirely brok-

* The force in the Mill when attacked, was 160 men. The reinforce-
ments which arrived during the action, amounted to abont two hvndred
men. Some accounts (which have been conside probable) state the A-
merican loss at 13 killed, and 123 wounded and 33 missing.
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en and compelled to retreat from the woods in the greatest
disorder. All attempts to rally them were ineflectual, and
they were recalled by the bugle to the Block house. Itis con-
jvcfm‘r'd that the gun was spiked by the enemy during the
first charge, as it was not made any use of afterwards. The
Americans exhausted with cold and fatigue, and finding it
impossible to carry the place without heavy artillery which
from the state of the roads, eould not be brought forward,
withdrew their forces in good erder from the contest at five
o’clock in the afternoon without being pursued in the re-
great— The British loss amounted to ten men killed and
four men missing, and two Officers and forty-four men
wounded. The American loss though considerable, has
not been precisely ascertained. Having failed in the at-
tempt to carry a Block house scarcely deserving the ap-
pellation of a military post, the enemy fell back upon
Champlain town, from whence they soon retired to Platts-
burch. General Wilkinson after this abortive atiempt to
retrieve his military fame, seems to have been removed from
his command, or to have sought a voluntary retirement
from a service in which he had experienced but disappoint-
anent and reverses.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER VI

IN Upper-Canada the occurrences duting the winter were
of small importance, being principally confined to in-
cursions feeiprocally practised by the troops in advance a-
long the frontiers with various success, One of the most
successful enterprises effected in the course of the present
season, was planned and executed by Captain Sherwood,
of the Quarter-Master-General’s Department. That officer
with a subaltern; and a small detachment of twenty rank
and file of the Marines, and ten men of the embodied mi=
litia, under Capt. Kerr, proceeded over the St. Lawrence,
on the night of the 6th of Feburary, from Cornwall in Up-
per-Canudu._ to Madrid, on Grass River, fourteen miles be-
yond the village of Hamilton, and brought away a cousi-
derable quantity of merchandize (having pressed all the
horses and sleighs he could find, for that purpose) phluns
dered from British merchants near Cornwall in ' Octo=
ber preceding, when on their route to Upper-Canada. These
effects were to have been sold on account of the United
States government, notwithstanding an agreement for their
restitution entered into on the 10th of November, by Judge
Ogden and Mr. Richardson on the part of the United
States, and Lieut. Colonel Morrison and Captain Mulcas-
ter, (Royal Navy,) on the part of the British Government.
The Inhabitants made no opposition to the seizure and
transportation of these effects, nor did they experience any
molestation from the party, who, at two o’clock on the en~
suing day returned to their quarters with the most valuable
of the Merchandize for which they had proceeded to Ma-

drid.

A slight loss was experienced in an unsuccessfud
offort made by a detachment consisting of the flank
companies of the Royal Scots, and the light comilmny
of the 89th Reziment, under the command of Captain Bars=
den of the 89th, for the purpose of dislodging a strong pare
ty of the enemy who had taken post at Longwood in the
advance at Delaware town. The enemy had secured them=
selves on a commanding eminence behind log intrenchments,
and were attacked at five o’clock in the afternoon of the 4thy
of March by this force, supported by a flank movement ;;

.
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the right, of a company of militia Rangers under Captain
Caldwell, with a detachment of the Kent Militia, and a si-
milar movement by a party of Indians to the left. After se-
veral repeated but unsuccessful efforts to dislodge the ene-
my in a spirited contest of an hour and a half, the troops
having suffered severely, were withdrawn. The enemy soon
afterwards abandoned the position. The British lost two
officers and twelve men killed, and three officers and fortys
nine men wounded including an officer and six men of the
Kent Militia Volunteers, who distinguished themselves on
the occasion.

The campaign was opened in Upper Canada by Sir Gora
don Drummond and Sir James L. Yeo, under the most
cheering auspices.  The American forces along the Lake
Champlain, afier leaving small garrisons at Plattsburgh,
Burlington and Vergennes, moved early in the Spring to=
wards Lake Ontario and the Niagara frontier, witha view of
resuming offensive operations against the Upper Province,
as soon as the fleet at Sacket’s Harbour (considerably aug=
mented during the winter) should be in a state to Lo-0pe=
rate with the land forces. The principal Naval Stores for
the equipment of the fleet were forwarded to Sacket’s Har-
bour by the way of Oswego, and as the British Naval force
at Kingston, strengthened by twoadditional ships, the Prince
Regent and Princess Oharlotte, were ready to appear on the
Lake early intheseason, it becamean objectof importance to
intercept the enemy’s supplies and by that means retard his
preparations for invasion. An Expedition against Oswego
was therefore determined upon, and General Dyummond
having embarked a considerable force consisting of six coms=
panies of De Watteville’s Regiment, the light company of
the Glengaries; the second Battalion of the Royal Marines,
with a detachment of Royal Artillery and two field plecesy
a detachwent of a Rocket company, with a few Sappers
and Miners, setsail from Kingston onrthe-fourth of May,
and at noon on the following day, madesthe port of Oswes
go, ‘when a heavy gale from the North West sprung up, and
obliged the squadron to gain the offing. . On the morning
of the sixth, a landing was effected by about one hundred
and forty of thé troops under Lieut. Colonel Fischers and
two hundred seamen, armed with pikes; under ‘the: coms
mand of Captain Muleaster, B. K. in front of a heavy
discharge of round and grape from the battery, and of muss
ketry from asdetachment of about theee lnundred menofithe

" American
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Avnierican army, posted on the brow of the hill, and in the
gkizts of the neighibouring wood: The Briush, on landing,
pr;-ss:-(l up the hill towards the t,-nmny’s battery, which the
Anmericans (upon finding the British deterinined to carry it
by storm) relinquished, leaving about sixty men, principally
swounded,

The Land and Naval Commanders having taken possess
sion of the  stores tound in the Fort and in its neighbours
hood, and haying dismantled the fortifications, and destroys
ed the barracks, re-embarked on the seventh of May, and
recarned to lKingston,

The loss of the British troops amounted to one Captain
(Holtaway of e Marimes) and eighteen men killed, and
two Officers and sixty men wounded. That of the Navy
amounted to three men killed, and four Oflicers and seven
men wounded.  Captain Mulecaster, while entering  the
JFortrar the head of lhis men, received a very severe and
dangevous wound. Captain Popbam was also severely
woutded. - Although the service derived much benefit from
ahis Bxpedition, the main object in - contemplation was not
wmicomplisiied; ithe prinetpal pact of the Naval stores being
b by the enemy, who had taken the precaution of de-
umz them at the Falls, some mules tfrom Oswego, up the

The flotilla at the Isle-aux-Noix, under the command
of Captain Pring, proceeded vp thie Lake Champlain, on
the ningh-of May witha detachment of Marines, for the
“purpose ofeapturing or destroyimng the new vessels 1'1'(“.'1;([_\?
}a'.l-i-;'l.i-d ar Vevgennes, or of mtercepting the stoves and

gupplies mtended o1 (hetr armament and  equipment. On

i - .

thesddth. Capt. Pring reached his destination at Ogter

Creeky«bint finding the cnemy prepared dor his reception,

he judged  ie expedient 10 abandon his intended plan of
Jaey S

«aptack, and retumed w the Isle-aux-iNoix,

The British sqnadron baving for the present a decided
Jaséendeney off Lakée Ontario; bloekadéd sacket’s Harbour,
in order to intercept the supplies which might, frem time
-t time, *he forwarded from Oswego, for tlie equipment of
the American dleet: - Onthe morning of ti 0th of May,
deboat ladsn withy tvo 24 pounders ~and-a -large cable
for one of the Americanships of war, was captuied on the
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way to Sacket's Harbour from Oswego, from whence it had
sailed in company with fifteen other boats loaded with
naval and military stores. This intelligence induced the
Naval Commander to dispatch Captains Popham and Spiis-
bury, with two gun-boats and five barges, in quest of the
enemy’s boats, which, these officers ascertained to.have taks
en shelter in Sandy Creek, whither they proceeded with the
vesolution of capturing or destroying them if the attempt
should be found practicable.  On the morning of the 3lst
of May, the boats from the British squadron entered the
Creok, and Captains Popham and Spilsbury, having re-
connoitred the enemy’s position, determined on an immedi-
ate attack, which although aware of the hazard of the en-
terprise they determined to risk, as the stores in possession
of ‘the enemy were ot the utmost importance to the arma-
ment of their squadron. The boats advanced cautiously
up the Creek to within half a mile of the enemy, when par-
ties were landed on either bank, who advanced on the
flanks of the gun-boats, to a turning which opened the
enemy’s boats tull to their view—It was at this juncture,
when, by some accident, a sixty-eight pounder carronade
in the bow of the foremost gun-boat being disabled; it be-
came necessary to pull her round to bring the 24 pounder
in her stern to bear upon the enemy. - The Americans mig-
taking this movement for the commencement of a retreat
advanced with their whole force, consisting of one hundred
and fifty riflemen, near two hundred Indians, and a strong
body of militia and cavalry; who after a short though des-
perate contest, from which it was impossible to effect a re-
treat, overpowered the British party, consisting of about
two hundred men, of which, it is said, eighteen were kil
led and fifty wounded. Captain Popham in his official des-
patch to Sir James L. Yeo, on this affair, acknowledged
with the warmest gratitunde, the humane exertions of the
American Officers of the Rifle Corps commanded by Major
Appling, in saving the lives of many of the officers and
men, whom the American soldiers and Indians were devote
ing to slaughter,

The American forces concentrated at Buffaloe, Black
Rock and other places on the Niagara frontier, under the
command of Major General Brown in momentary expectas
tion of'the co-operation of the squadron on Lake Ontario,
were ready at the end of June to invade Upper-Canada.
On the morning of the third July, the enemy embarked,in

boatg
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Boats and batteaux and effected a landing on the Canada

side without opposition, with two strong brigades under

Brigadiers Scott and Ripley, at two points on the

shore above and below Fort Erie, each about a mile distant

from that post, then under the command of Major Buck of

ghe 8th Regiment. That Officer had been active in putting

Fort Erie intoa state of defence, and with a small detach-

anent of about seventy men was left in charge of ity more

with a view of causing a temporary check to an invading

force, than forthe purpose of defending it against a vegular

siege, which wasnot intended. ' It would indeed have been

impossible to maintain Fort Erie for any length of time a-

sgainst the overwhelming strength of the enemy, but a re-
ssistance of even a few hours might havebeen of material con-
sequence and have enabled General Riall to have repelled

the invasion at the outset. The able dispositions which

had been made of the forces under that Officer, along

‘the Niagara line by the direction of Lieut. General
Drummond, who had anticipated an invasion at the

point where it commenced, were such, that the least impedi-

ment to the progress of the invaders would have enabled

General Riall to have concentrated his troops, and to

fail upon and disperse the enemy before they could have time

to be prepared for an effectual resistance. Under these cir-

cumstances, itis much to he regretted, that Fort Erie was

tamely surrendeved to the enemy without firing a shot or

making evena shew of resistance.—'T'he Americans, after the

acquisition of this important post, advanced with confidence

in the afternoon of the ensuing day to the Plains adjacent to

Chippawa, and were making preparations to carry that

post, when * General Riall, to anticipate their design,

having collected his forces, marched on the evening of the

fifth from his lines and gave them battle. The enemy had

much the advantage in numbers and fought with determin-

ed bravery.. His right rested on some buildings and or-

chards on the brink of the Niagara and was strongly sup-

- ported by artillery. His left was skirted by a wood with a
considerable body of Indians and Riilemen in front. The

Militia and Indians engaged the enemy’s riflemen, who, at

Lfirst checked their advance, but being supported by the ar-
.rival of the light troops consisting of the light companics
of the Royal Scots and 100th Regiment, with the 2d Lin-

coln militia, under Licut. Colonel Pearson, they were dis-

lodged after a very sharp contest.  T'wo light twenty-four

pounders and a howitzer were brought into action agﬂii{e—‘l

the
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Ciea®.  the enemy’s right, which was also engaged by the King'9
YiIE.  Regiment, while the Royal Scots and 100th Hv-rinu-'u, after
ploving with the utmost steadiness, opened a heavy fire
1514, upon nis leit and advanced to the L]ui!{_"ff, with the most in-
trepid gallantry, under a destracuve five.  In this attempg
they sunilered so severely that it was found neceéssary to
withdraw them and desist from a contest, which from the
great superiority of'the enemy’s numbers, must have been
unavailing. eneral Riall accordingly fell back upon Chip-
pawa ia th(‘ evening, and to prevent the enemy from ocs
cupyving surlmgton :?.t—.-w its by a forced marcui (as he in-
tended) he threw sueh reinforcements as he could spare in=
to Forts George, Niagara and Mississaga, and retired to
Twenty-Mile C reek, on the route to Burlington, where he
preparved for a vigorous stand ‘against the progress of he
cuemy to that !](}E—l. The American H[lhl(ij(m Wis not hows=
ever ready to appear upon-the Lake during these ocenrien-
ces ; a cirenmstance peculiarly fortunave; as their ‘appear-
aricerwould h 1ave 50 emboldened their anmy, far supertorin

n ibers to the British, as P |l’t‘¢!‘)l\ to have led 1o the re-
duction of Forts George and Niagava,  The milita under
1iauts Colonel Ui\'_.:u,n, (who was wounded) behaved with
gallantry. The Briush lost six Officers and one hundied

and forty-two nien killed. and twenty-six Oflicers (among
thiem Licat. Colonel the Marquisof Tweedale, severely) wnd
¢wo hundred and ninety-five men wounded, and one Ofli-
cerrand forty-five men linissit!f_:;. The enemy state their loss
at seventy men killed, and nine Oflicers and two  hundred
and forty men wounded, and nineteen missing,

The enemy after thisaffair, gradially advanced aleng the
Niagara, and uunpml n‘!uhmmu“ n, from whence he made
de I]’HI‘-[l.ll(t)ll‘-\ upon Fort Gearge mld Mississaga, but fiixd-
e Lient. Golonel Tucker who had been left - command
ef those posts, on the ;1[(*1(, and determined tomake a rg-
solute defence; he desisted from further atteinpts to carry
tnem.

General Brown finding a stouter resistance then he ex-
peeted, feil back upon Queenstown,* from whence on the

1 however, was contrary to the orders and instruction of
expressed his displeasare at

* Tiris it wonkd se

the general commwdr 10 10 general orde
the gircumstanc ed , Lient,” Colonel , commandi that
yillaze, tor fic army in con giience of His condiret, T flicer
wa-; wards o ih e pit actonnt of ghis'business, withouf &
heaving. e u.ln e at ““'b l unn, Wil also :Ldm.ui w agaes by bese m~
egndigries,

%nh
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€5th of July, he retreated with his whole force upon Chips Cirapy
pawa, haying previously set fire to the village of Sainy Das Vill.
vid’s. (J(noml Riall immediately put his advance N MO* ™t
tion, and was moving on to support the advance of his di- 18k,
hsmn, when the enemy wheeled about with a view of over-
powering his forces before they could be assisted by the
reinforcements  which were expected to.join them. _fiek

neral Drummond, with Lieut. Colonel Harvey, had thas
morning arrived at Fort George, from York. The proceeds
ingswhich immediately sucueesod his arrival eannot be more
concisely and clearly m{phincd than in his own official desa

patch, afier the battle of Lundy’s Lane, which is quoted

as the best relation to be found, of that hard fought actions

¢ I embarked on board His Majesty’s schooner Netleys  pattte of
at York, on Sunday evening the 24th instant, and reacls Lundy’s Lane:
ed J'\l'wu at day-break the following morning. . Find-
ing from Lieut. Colonel Tucker that ’\Ll;m (:r'nml Rialk
was understood to be moving towards the Falls of Niagan
ra to support the advance of his division, which he had
pushed on to that place on the preceding evening, I ora
dered Lieut. Colonel Morrison, with the 89th Regzimenty
and a detachment of the Royalsand King’s, drawn from
Forts George and Mississaga, to proceed to the same
point, in order that, with the united force, Imi:rht act
against the enemy (posted at Street’s Creek, with his ads
vance at Chippawa) on my arrival, if it shonld be i
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expedient. 1 ordered Lieut.. Colonel 'Tncker; at the

1

. . £ +] .1 g
same time, to proceed on the right bank of the rives

with three hundred of the 41st, and about two hundre:
% of the Royal Scots, and a body of Indian Warriors, su
ported (on the river) by a party of armed seamen, un
der Captain Dobbs, Royal Navy. ',i'lir.- ob
movenient was to disperse or capture v body of the enes
my which was encamped at Jm\\hm\\n. Some unavoidas
ble delay having HLL:I”((‘ in the march of the troops np
% the right bank, the cnemy had moved off’ pre evious to
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% Lieut. Colonel Tucker’s arrival. L have to express my»
& gelf.satisfied with the exertions of that oflicer.

Having refreshed the troops at Queenstown, and i
£ ing hl(un]lt ACross, 111(‘ 4lst, Royals, and India

 gont back the4 lst and 100th Regiments to form \M(‘ :
(14

risons of the Forts George, Mississe
¢ 28 l
¢ pnder Licut, Colonel Tucker; and mov
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and detachments of the Royals and King's, and light.
company of the 4lst, inall about 800 men, to joinx Ma-
Jjor General Riall’s division at the Falls.

“ When arrived within a few miles of that poéitien, I
met a report from Major General Riall, that the enemy
was advancing in great force. I immlediately ptished
on, and joined the head of Lieut. Colonel Morrison’s co-
lumn, just as it reached the road leading towards the Bea-
ver Dam over the summit of the hill at Landv’s Lane.
Instead of the whole of Major General Riall’s division,
which I expected to have found oceupying this position,
I found it almost in the occupation ef the enemy, whose
columns were within 600 yards of the top of the hill,
and the surrounding woods filled with his light troops.
The advance of Major General Riall’s division, consist-
ing of the Glengary Light Infantry, and Incorporated
Militia, having commenced their retreat wpon Fort
George, I countermanded these corps, and formed the
89th Regiment and the Royal Scots detachments, and
A1stlight companies, in the rear of the hilk, their left rest-
ing on the great road; my two twenty-four pounder brass
field guns a little advanced in front of the centre on the
summit of the hill ; the Glengary Light Infantry on tlie
right, the battalion of Incorporated Militia, and the de-
tachment of the King’s Regiment on the left of the
great road; the squadron 19th Light Dragoons in the
rear of the left, on the road. I had scarcely completed
this formation, when the whole” front was warmly and
closely engaged. 'The enemy’s principal efforts were di-
rected against our left and centre. Afier repeated attacks,
the troops on the left were partially forced back, and
the enemy gained a momentary possession of the road.
This gave him, however, no material advantage, as the
troops which had been foreed back formed in the rear of
the 89¢h Regiment, fronting the road, and securing the
flank. Tt was during this short interval that Major Ge-
neral Riall, having received a severe wound, was inter-
cepted as he was passing to the rear, by a party of the
enemy’s cavalry, and made prisoner. In the centre, the
repeated and determined attacks of the enemy were met
by the 89th Regiment, the detachments of the Royals
and King’s, and the light company of the 41st Regiment,
with the most perfect steadiness and intrepid gallantry,
and the cnemy was constantly repulsed with very ijlmvy

¢ Joss,
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loss. T so determined a manner were these attacks di-
rected agaimst our guns, that enrartillery men were bayo-
neted by the enemy in theact of loading, and the muzzles
of the enemy™s guns were advanced within afew yards of
our's. The darkness of the night, during this extra-
ordinary conflict, occasioned several uncommon inci-
dents : our ‘troops having for a moment been pusl
back, some of our guns remained for a few minutes in
the enemy’s hands ; they were, however, not only quickly
recovered; but thé two pieces, a six pounder and a iive
and a half inch howitzer, which the enemy had brousht
up, were captured by us, together with several tumbrils;

¢ and in limberihg up our guns at one period, one of the

enemy’s six pounders was put, by mistake, upon a lim=
ber of our's, and one of our six pounders limbered on
one of his; by which means the pieces were exchanged;
and thus, though we captured two of his guns, yet. as
he obtained one of vur’s, we have gained only one gun.

¢ About nine o’clock (the action having commenced. at
six) there was a short intermission of firing, during
which it appears the enemy was employed in bringing
up the whole of his remaining force, and he shortly at=
terwards renewed his attack with flesh troops, but was
every where repulsed with equal gallantry and success.
About this period the remainder of Major-General Riall’s

¢ division, which had been ordered to retive on the ad-

vance of the enemy, consisting of the 103d Regiment,

under Colonel Scott; the head-quarter division of the
Royal Scots: the head-quarter division of the 8th (of
Kn}g's:] flank companies 104th: some detachments of
militia, under Lieut. Colonel Hamilton, Inspecting Fields
Officer, joined the troops engaged ; and I placed them in
a sécond line, with the exception of the Royal Secots,
and flank companies 104th, with which I prolonged my
front line on the right, where L was apprehensive of the
ehemy’s out-flanking me. The enemy’s eflorts to carryg
thehill were continued until about midnight, when he had
suffered so severely from the superior steadiness and dis<
cipline of his Majesty’s troops, that he gave up the conas
test, and retreated with great precipitation to his cam
beyond the Chippawa. On the following ‘day he aban-
doned his camp, threw the greatest part of 'ln.q bageage,
camp-equipage, and provisions into the Rapids: and hay-
ing set fire to Street’s Mills and destroyed the bridge ag
% 5 % Chipe
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¢ Chippawa, continued his retreat in great disorder tos
“ wards Fort Erie. My light troops, cavalry, and Indians,
¢ are detached in pursuit, and to harass his retreat, which
T doubt not he will continue until he reaches his own

“ shore.
¢ The loss sustained by the enemy in this severe action
¢ cannot be estimated at less than fifteen hundred men,

¢ including several hundreds of prisoners left in our hands;
¢ his two commanding Generals, Brown and Scott, are
¢ gaid to be wounded; his whole force, which has never
¢ been rated at less than five thousand, having been en-
¢ gaged. Enclosed, I have the honour to transmit a re-
“ turn of our loss, which has been very considerable,
The number of troops under my command did not for
the first three hours exceed sixteen hundred men; the
addition of the troops under Colonel Scott did not in=
€ crease it to more than two thousand eight hundred of e-
very description.”

~ o
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In this action Major General Riall having been severely
wounded, was, while retiring intereepted, and made pri-
soner by a party of the enemy’s cavalry who had obtained
a momentary possession of the road on the left of the Bri-
tish line, by which the General was retiring.

General Drummond received a severe wound in his neck,
from a musket ball. He however concealed the circum-
stance from the troops, and remained on the ground, cheer-
ing on his men until the close of the action. Lieut. Co-
lonel Morrison of the 89th Regiment, Lieut. Colonel Pear-
son, -Captain Robinson, of the King’s Regiment, (com-
manding the militia,) with several other officers of merit
were severely wounded. The bravery of the Militia on this
occasion, could not have been excelled by the most resolute
Yeterans. General Drummond, and other Officers of rank;
have been known to express their astonishment and admi«
vation at the determined resistance which they for some
time maintained, against the overwhelming foree of the ene-
my.—Nothing could have been more awful and Inpressive
than this mid-night contest. The desperate charges of the
enemy were succeeded by a dead silence, interrupted on-
Iy by the groans of the dying, and the dull sounds of the
stupendous Falls of Niagara, while the adverse lines
were now and then dimly discerned through the moonlighty

by
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by the dismal gleam of their arms. These anxious pauses
were succeeded by a blaze of musketry along the lines and
by a repetition of the most desperate charges from the ene-
my, which the British received with the most unshaken
firmness. 'T'he American loss, by their own statement,
amounted to one hundred and sixty rank and file killed
including twelve oflicers; and five hundred and  sevens
teen wounded. including fifty officers, among them Gener-
gls Brown and Scott, The command of the American
forces in the abseneeof Grenerals Brown and Scott, who re-
tived for the recovery of their wounds, devolyved upon
Cieneral Ripley, the enemy retreated on the 27th, with his
shole force to Fort Erie, and threw up intrenchments
in the neighbourhcod of that Fort to secure himself against

¥
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the British, who immediately invested their works. General

Gaines, in the mean time, proceeded from Sacket’s Har-
bour and assumed the command at Fort Erie.

On the 1st of -Angust the American fleet sailed from Sac-
ket’s Harbour, and after looking into Kingston, sailed
for the head of the Lake: from whence he soon return-
¢4 to port, upon finding the armny far from being in a srate
to co-operate, cooped np at irie, and incapable of hold-
g any direct communication with the naval force on Lake

Ontano.

sht of the 12th

4

The successful result of an enterprise by Captain Dobbs,,
r - i ’ b
B the Royal Navy, 1 caprurning 1 the n !

)

of Auzust, with his gig and some batteaux, (conveyed over
land from the Niagara rviver,) two of the enemy’s schooners,
fue Oluo and Somers, lying close to Fort Erie for the pur-
pose of tlanking the z:.i»|n.(.w:n'l:t~ to the fort, each mounting
three long twelves, with comj lements of thirty-five men,
gave spuit (0 the army.  General Drummond, after having
yeconnoitred the enemy’s po ition determined to storm thie
American intrenchments. He ac cordingly opened a battery
on the morning of the thirteenth, and on the ensuing dny
finding that a matertal effect had been produced upon their
works, he made the necessary preparations for an assanlt.
Three columns were in the night of the fourteenth put
movement: one under the command of Lieut, Colonel Fischer
of  De Waitevitle's Regiment, consisting of the 8th and
De Watteville’s Regiments, the flank companies of the 89th
and 100th Regiments, with a detachment of artillery. A-
nother under Lieut. - Colonel Drummond, of the 104ch Regis

‘ S 2 ment,
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sisting of the flank companies of the 41st and

ment, cop

all, 101h Regimenis, and a body of seamen and marines, under
‘v Captain Dobbs, . N. andthe third under Colonel Scott
1811, " of the 105d Regiment, consisting of his own Hegiment,
supported by two companies of the Royals.  The fixst of

these columns was ordered to attack and turn the left of

the enemy’s intrenchment on the side of Snake till, while

the two other columns were to attack the Fort and the

right of their intrenchments,  Colonel Fischer’s column
had gaj the 1 of attack two hours before day-
light, and the lic he column had actually sained POse
o & 5

Sess10i1 € 1

s, but the column of support
e, entangled themselves be-
tween the rocks and the water, and were., by the repulse
of the flank companies of the King’s R wiment, (which, for
want of timely support were compelled to retire upon them,)
hirown into utter confusion, and suffered most severely by the
fire of theenemy. The two other columns advanced as soon as
the liring upon Lieut. Colonel Fischer’s column washeard,and

same moment stormed the I\m'l and ;iii!"‘t“_'l!?'zu nis On

in marching too near the La

. and after a d¢ sperate resistance succeeded 1n make

dgment in the Fort, threngh the embrasures of the Des
ion. The enemy took to a stone building which
tiey maintained with determination for upwards of an
liour and a half, asainst the guns of the Demi-Bastion,
! the Biitish had turned against them, until some
ammunition under the platform on which. the guns were
placed, taking fire (whether accidentally or by design, is
hot well understood) a most tremendous explosion ensued,
by which, almost all the troops who had entered the Fort,
were dreadfuily mangled.  An immediate panic was coms
municated amone the troops who could neither be rallied
by the surviving officers nor be persuaded that the explo-
sion was accidental. * The enemy after having repulsed
Lieut. Colonel Fischer's column had ordered reinforce-
ments from the lefi and centre of their lines, to the assis-
tance of the Fort, who taking advantage of the darkness
and confiision of the moment, pressed forward with a h avy
and destructive fire, and compelled the assailants to retive
from the works they had so gallantly carried.

In this assanlt the Toss of the British was most severely
felt. Colonels Scott and Drommond, fell, while storming
the works, at the head of their respective columns. Four
Ofliceis aud fifiy-four men were returned as killed, and

twentys
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enty-four Officers and two hundred and eighty-five men
wounded. 'T'he 1?1i.-;-'inf_{ were Teported at nine Officers and
five hundred and thirty men, afierwards ascertained to have
been principally killed. 'The American statement of their
own loss, makes it eighty-four in killed, wounded and
missing.

General Prummond was reinforced a day or two after
this assault by the arrival of the 6th and 82d Regiments,,
fiom Lower-Canada. - ‘IT'his reinforcement was however no
more than barely sufficient to supply the recent casualties,
and General Drummond did not with the small force under
his command deem it expedient to hazard a second attempt,
to recover Fort Erie, but by continuing its investment he
eut off'all communication with the adjacent Country, and
m compelling the enemy to draw his resources from his
own country rendered the occupation of that Post for the
remainder of the campaign of no service to the invaders,

Michillimakinac contrary to the expectation of the enemy
had, early in the Spring; been reinforced with a detachment
of troops and seamen, under Lieut. Colonel M‘Douall.
T'his Officer proceeded by way of the Nottawasaga River, and
aiter having for several days struggled against the ice, and
tempestuous weather which at this season agitates Lake
Huron, arrived at his destination on the 18th of May with
his open canges loaded with Provisions and Stoves for the
peliei of the garrison,

From Michillimakinac, Lient. Colonel M‘Douall dis-
patched Lieut. Colonel M‘Kay of the Indian Department
at the commencement of July, with a force of six hundred
and fifty men (of which 120 were Michigan Fencibles, Ca«
padian Volunteers and Officers of the Indian Department,
the remainder. Indians) to reduce the Post of Prairic du
Chicp on the Mississipi. Lieut. Colonel M<Kay arrived at
that place on the 17th July. Here he found the enemy m
0('\[['”[““" of a small 71‘()]“{ h‘it\lill(’(i on a h(‘.ill_l“lll‘_ “'ilh.l\\o
Block-Houses. mounting six pieces of cannon. and in the
middle of the Mississipi immediatelv in front of the Fort, a
layse gun-boat mounting fourteen pieces of small artillery,
Licut. Colonel M‘Kay sent a flag of truce, demanding an
immediate surrender,  This being refused, he opened a fire
from one gun upon the enemy’s am -boat with such effrct
afier an action of three hours, as to compel her to cut ‘lrr
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Cuar. cableand run down the stream, where she took shelter un=
VIII. deran Island. In the evening of the 19th, Lieut. Culonel
%o~~~ M‘Kay having thrown up his breast works at the distance
18i4. offour hundred and fifty yards, was prepared to open a can-
nonade upon the enemy, with a single gun which he had
mounted for the purpose, when the enemy hoisted a white
flag and sent an Ofiicer to acquaint the besiegers of their
surrender, ‘who immediately took possession of the gar-
rison. The enemy’s force consisted of three Oficers
and 71 men. The reduction of this Post which was
effected without thie loss of a single man was of the utmost
importance to the British Traders and effectnally secured

tire British inliuence over the Indian tibes of the West,

The enemy upon ascertaining that Michillimakinac had
been reinforced fitted out an Expedition which was put
under the command of Lieut. Colonel Croghan. A de-

i 1a- tachment of this force under the command of Major Holmes,

Pimackirac ny @n unfeeling miscreant® proceeded to Saint Marie’s where

the Americans afier plundering the whole of the stores belonging o the
North West Company, they reduced the buildings to ashes,
T'he main body after it had been joined by this deiachment
consisted of abont nine hundred men, This force effected
a landing near the Fort of Michilimakinac on the 4th of
Angust in the forenoon, but the spirited opposition which
1t experienced from the handful of men under Lieut. €olo=
nel M‘Dounall was such as to ecompel them to re-embark,
leaving seventeen men dead on the shore, among them Mas<
Jor Holmes,

Though the enemy had failed in this attempt to carry
Michillimakinac, they kept their small cruisers in the neigh-
bourhood so as to intercept all supplies destined for the gar-
rison. T'we of these vessels the 'l'igress and Scorpion were
carried (the former on the evening of the 2d, and the latter,
in the morning of the 5th of September) by a small party of
Secamen under Lient. Worsley R. N. and a party of Sol-
dievs under Lieut. Bulger of the Royal Newfoundland Re-
giment. They carried each a long 24 pounder on a Pi-
vot with complements of thirty-two men. After their cap-
ture, Michillimakinac was left unmolested.

* It is related among other traits of their cruelty, that these Brigands having
e nse of a horse all day in carting the plander, tied him whilst harness
sed in the cart to adwiellicg House, which they set onfire, and amused thems
gelves in adnurving the unavailing cforts of the poor animal t9 exiricate ir;“&s
From the flames, o ! M L e T
& Durng-
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- During these events in Upper Canada, Lieutenant Gene-
!‘al Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, then Lieutenant Governor
in Nova Scotia, was successfully engaged in reducing a
very populous and extensive portion of the enemy’s territo-
ries adjacent to the Province of New-Brunswick. He de-
tached a small force from Halitax, under Lieut. Colonel
Pilkington which, with the Ramilies, commanded by Sir
Thomas Hardy, took possession,on the 11th July of Moose
sland in Passamaquoddy Bay, the garrison at Fort Syl-
livan consisting.of six Officers and eighty men under the
command of Major Putnam surrendering themselves prison-
ers of war. On the 26th of Aungust, Sir John C. Sher-
brooke having embarked at Halifax, the whole of his dig-
poseable forces on board of ten Transports, set sail accoms-
panied by a small squadron, under Rear Admiral Griffiths
for Castine on the Penobscot River, where he arrived on the
Ist September and took possession of the Batteries at that

lace ; the enemy finding it impossible to retain the post,

aving previously blown up the Magazine and retreated
with the field pieces. The United States’ Frigate Adams,
had some days previous to the arrival of the British at Cas-
tine, run into the Penobscot and for security had gone
up as far as Hamden, where her guns had been landed and
a position taken, with a view of protecting her. Capt. Barrie
of the Dragonwith a suitable naval force, and 600 pick=
ed men, under the command of Col. John of the 60th Regt,
were detached up the River for the purpose of obtaining
possession or destroying the Adams. The enemy who at firss
offered a spirited resistance, after setting fire to the Frigate,
fled in all directions upon finding the British resolutely
advancing against their positions. Several pieces of ord-
nance and three stand of colours fell into the hands of the
British whose loss amounted to no more than one man kill=
ed and one Officer and seven men wounded.

After the capture of Castine, Lieut. Colonel Pilkington
was dispatched with a brigade of troops for Machias which
was taken possession of on the | Ith September by that Offi-
cer: the detachment in Fort O‘Brien having on the ap-

roach of the British, precipitately retreated from the Forty
E%a\'ing twenty-six picces of ordnance with a quantity of
small arms and ammunition. Lieut. Colonel Pilkington
was on the point of marching into the interior of the Coun-
try when he received a communication from Lieut. General
Brewer, commanding the District; engaging that the nf\_';liiia,.
orces
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forces within the County of Washington should tot bean
arms or serve against His Britannic ’\-i.q\ sty during the war.
This; with a similar offer made by the Civil Officers ami
pnnulml inhabitants of the County, brought en a ¢essation
of arms. By these judicious measures 2 L populois exten
territorystretching one hundred iniles al long the sea coast, in-
ch uimn a \nhmbiu tract of C ountry pa;tlv Q¢1.|!uun r New-
Bl unswick from Lower-Canada, passed under the dominion
of the British.arms withéut effusion of blood or the leasg
waste of treasure.

Among the casualties in advance along the Linés on the
-umw l frontier in the course of the present f’mmlmr the
ath of Captain Mailloux deserves to be vemembered,
l his brave Canadian had been ll‘lihl!l\dh;y vigilant and was
of essential service in watching the movements of the ence
my. He fell while on a reconnoitring party, into the hands
of the enemy, who had laid in ambush for him—i¥e receive
ed several balls through the bedy of which he languished
smlm days, receiving however the greatest attention from
» American "w;umns as well as from those of the Bri=
h‘ , who were allowed l;y the enemyto cross the lines ta
att cml him. The body after his decease was sent to the
lines escorted by a party of the American Military with the
honors of war, and every mark of respect for the memory of
the deceased.

The arrivai of a strong reinforcement of near sixteen thona
sand men from the Garonne, of the Duke of Wellington’s
army in July and Augnst determined Sir George Prevosg
to invade the state of New-York by way of Lake Chams
plain.  The flotilla at Isle-aur- Noir was necessary to cos
(mm"nro with the land forces, and the Commissary General
and ’)n'm('r Master General. in order to expedite the new
F",.'l(' (the Confiance) were directed to suspend every o=
ther 'n*'.'”u'h of the public Service which interfered with its
equipment. Sir James 1. Yeo was urged by the Comman=
der of the Forces (early in Auvust) to put this division of
his command into an effective state, for the contemplated
Bervice. In answer to this, he was aequainted by thé
Commodore, that the “f]Hcl'h'O‘! on Lake Chawplam was al=
ready ninety men over mm;umt and immediately aupmsr‘db
ed Captain Fisher. who ‘Mt much exertion had ald
most preparerd the fotilla for active service. appointing Cap=

fain: Downie from the Lake Omdnu squadren in his , atendhs
The
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The Commander of the Forces disappointed in not receiving AR,
a reinforcement of Seamen from Lake Ontario, applied to VIl
A.imlirul Otway m_\—..t Captain Lord J:n:.ma O+Brien then At N
Quebec who {urnished a strong veiuforcement from their 18
fespective Ships (the Ajax and Warspite) for the service of

the Flotilla.

Sir George Prévost having sent to Upper-Canada, a bri-
gad(\ of trdops under \hljol‘-licl]&‘ﬂl Kempt, who was au-
thorized to make-adescent upon Sacket’s Harbour belore
the ¢lose of the Season, if such a measare should be
thought practicable, concentrated his army between la-
prairie and Fort Chambly, under the immediate command
of Major-General De Rottenburgh. Although the flotilla
was scarcely ready to co-operate, finding that a strong divi-
sion of the enémy’s torces under General zard, had marchs=
ed from Plattsburgh to reinforce the troops at Fort Erie, he
in order to check the advance of this division; put his army
in movement and crossed the lines at Odeltown, on the
first of September. On the third he advanced and occu-
Fie(l Champlain Town, which the enemy abandoned upon
1is approach.

From this point thié whole British force marched on the4th - 4/u«¢f

in two columus, by parallel roads upon Plattsburgh through S
a woody Country. ~ The column advancing by the western s Planks -
road, (more elevated and on drier ground than the road

next the lake, which was low and swampy,) com- é"‘”’ :
manded by Major Generals Power and Rebmson, was

smartly opposed by the enemy’s militia. It however druve

the enemy back upon Plattsburgh on the sixth, and open-

ed the way for the left Brigade, commanded by Major Cea

neral Brishane by Dead Creek, a strong position upon the

border of Lake (‘!.nnnd:nn, which the enemy had occupied

in fbree, afterdestwoying a bridge over the stream, which

in this place was not fordable, having so distributed

their gun-boats, (ten in number, six of which carried each

one long twenty-four, andan eighteen pounder carronade,

the others a long twelve each,) as to take the British i

flank on their approach. The American squadron consisting

of the Ship Saratoga of 26 guns, Brig Eagle, 20 guns,

Schooner Ticonderoga 17 guns, and the Cutter Preble of 7

guns, lay anchored in the Bay, then within reach of the pro-

toction of three batteries and redoubts, on a ridge of land on

the south of the Saranac River. 'This position being tuis
! o
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ed, the enemy fell back npon their redoubts beyond the Sas
ranac, keeping a vigilant outlook upon the Fords of the
river with strong picquets of light troops. On the seventh
the heavy artillery being brought forward, eligible situations
were chosen to place them in battery, when it was observed
that thesquadron had changed their position from that of
the preceding day, and were anchored out of reach of their
own, as well as of the British batteries. The Commander of
the Forces had previously acquainted Captain Downie,
(who was moving gradually up the lake, with his flotilla,
himself in the Confiance rather unprepared for action,
with a crew entirely strangers to her officers) of the position
of the American squadron ; and that the attack by land and
water might be simultaneous, he deferred an attack upon
their works until the arrival of the squadron. This resolu-
tion (it is said ) was adopted with the unanimous concurrence
of the General Officers present. The escape of the enemy’s
fleet to the narrow channels at the head of the lake might
render it impracticable to engage them with any prospect of
success: a final decision of the naval ascendency, on the lake
at the present juncture, was therefore of the utmost umpor-
tance to the ulterior operations of the army, and the expedi-
ency of'such a measure was universally acknowledged, parti-
cularly as-the strongest confidence prevailed in the superior=
ity of the British vessels, their weight of metal, and in the
-apacity and experience of their officers and crews; and as
the Commander of the forces was informed by an officer of
his Staff who had been dispatched to Captain Downie, that
he (Capt. D.) considered himself with his own vessel alone
(the Confiance,) a match for the whole American squadron.
At midnight on the 9th of September, Sir George Prevost
received a communication from Capt. Downie, stating that
he was prepared for service, and proposed getting under
weigh with his squadron the same night at twelve o’Clock,
with the intention of doubling Cumberland Head (at the
entrance of Plattsburgh Bay,) about day break and enga-
ging the enemy’s squadron if anchored in a position to jus=
tify such a measure. The troops at dawn of day were un-
der arms, but there being no appearance of the fleet at the
expected hour, they were sent mto quarters. Sir George
wrote a note to Captain Downie, acquainting him that the
armv had been held inreadiness that morming for the ex-
pected arvival, and expressing his hopes that the wind only
had delayed the approach of the squadron. The brave
Downie, who to the noble and manly virtues charag-
teristic

ot
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teristic of his profession, united the nicest sense of honor, i8
sa1id to have been fired with indignation at the refrection cons=
veyed in the note. No communication e-ulw‘(l'.n‘;\l to that of
the 9th was, however, received from him at Head-Quarters.
At the dawn of day on the 11th, the wind being observed to
be favorable for the advance of the squadron, the troops were
put under arms, and at seven o’clock its '-'meuh was an-
nounced by the scaling of the guns of the Confiance, which
rounded Camberland Head with a leading breeze lr‘d\ul the
other vesselsand gun- b(mhmr in heérwake: AL 8 o'clock the
whole fire of the enemy’s squadron, moored inliue, was
directed upon the Contiance, .which moved g ill.mtlv Lo
aciion withont returning a Nhm, (Captain l)‘..xmo intend-

ny to lay his shup athwart hause of the enemy’s largest ship)
‘umll within two cable lengths of the American llm . when,

beivine two anchors shot away and the wind baflling, shie
came to anchor, and opened a destructive lire upon the ene-
ny i'he Linnet and Chub, some time after, took their

stations at a short distance, but the Chub having had hex
cabies, bowsprit, and main boom shot away, became un-
lmmaueablo and drifiing within the enemy’s line was obliged
to surrender,  Shoitly after the comme neenient « f the
fromn the Confiance, her -nla:‘i conim:
eommand of the sguadron devolved uyx
the Linnet.  The Confiance, after the tall l.i
fought for some time most ¢ '5';:"11\' under

. Dowuie,
[ l"!‘fo'\"»\l

of taeat, Robertson, but was co {. e her colours

to the enemy’s ship ita(‘!" atoga. \\l ich at oire moment had
- 3 . 1

91-.;«\‘!1(‘1““']‘ hive, seve il)l i(' *'Il.wl\ii!' 3 !.‘lLt‘i.iJL'(iZ“‘l('

however, cut her cable, wn
to hear on the Con nhiance, wl ‘un ’n*nn much sha wtered it! ! er

hoiland injured in her o, endeavoured in vain to cfiect
glic sai06 manauvre. 'i he Finch struck on a re ,': f rocks
to the eastward of Crab Island early in the action, and was

of no serviee- the en: net onky remained ;

but Captain Pring finding that the gun-boarts had .J,w.m(‘-
fully abandoned the object 1ed to them, and were fly=
ing trom the scene of' action,
reirieving the disasters of the day

1oemcetit., 1 1

men falling fast, was
reluctantly compelled to give the painful orders to sty
colours, The fire on both sides proved very destruetive
from the light airs and 1': e smoothness ol the water :
the Britsh loss in killed and wounded was 129, of which
8 officers: and 98 men were killed and one oflicer and 29
men wounded on board.of the Conliance.
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&AHl ,.3 | l?“ at te *tls‘ on shore were ]mt into onr'l'i‘»mn 'W'unst lhe
Viil cRemy’s .n e '>. iortifications, as soon as the enemy’s spips

As the al‘mu ach to the front: of their
1d exposed to a five of grape and musket-
iank fire from 2 Block-House, a column

i jor-(Gieneral Hebinson, was ordered ta
the rear of their bivouacs, the better to coneeal
eitts and cross a ford previously yeconnoitred
ance up lhe Saranac ; thence to penetrate through
ree of ground in the vieinity of the u..-nb-

:..‘:15’ necessar \ ‘l r d‘.;llnu 'H\l bC
works by assault on their reverse front.

wde under Major-General Brisbane, was
lea as to create a diversion in fayor of the column
- Gieneral Robinson, which, through the mis-
ie guides, had been led upon a wrong path and miss-

ed the ford. Before u-e-‘nul wasrectified by a coun uu;muh,
shouts of fuzzeh were distinetly heard by this colummn in the
‘ Y an works. 'U'o have carried these
turtiizcations would have been no difficult task for the 'iml\"
troops composing this column, but their atiainment after
't dron could not have been mlvnucd with
vantage. Ovrders were therefore. sent to
(who upon hearing the shouts had halt-
ad-QQuarters to ascertain the cause and to
* orders from the Commander of the For-
v) to return with his column. The loss
) ve the enemy the means of conveying
roops to such points as might be deemed expedient,
ithe numerous reinforcements which momently crouded
a great disposeable force, whose superiority
1 such that a delay of a few hours might
have plv'w ritish in a critical situation. . So eircume
the army indignant at bemg obliged to retire be-
! eir inferior in dis cipline and renow n, fell

Tk
parna

]

< l!!l:.::!'(';.'\'.;,.\ in the evening \\|l!1 little molestation from
Awericans. On the ensuing day they continued theiwr
treat towards the lines, bringing away such of the ord-
nance and ru:u;!:%.—u:'i;ll stores as had not been injured by
i 1, wiiich, from the commencement of the invasion and
during the retreat of the army, had been almost incessant,

Thus terminated the luckless and humiliating expedition
to Platisburgh, with the loss of the ~qudd:0n, (the Gun=
boats,
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bonts, owing to the misconduct of the officer’in com-
n_uil.'.s?. excepted,®)and five hundred men of the land forces in
killed wounded and missing,
(=]

The unfortunate resnlt of this expedition irritated the ar-
my, which feit itself’ humiliated in being compelled o re-
'1.}3|L before an enemy which they had been tanght to disdain,
fhe Naval Commander 1 the Canadas, in his official
letter to the Admiralty did not scruple to attribute the
loss of the lake squadvon-to themiscondues of the Comman-
der of the Forces. -~ The opinion of that officer remote from
the place of action, and of which he had no local knowledge,
must necessarily -have relied upon the stateme of o-
thers ; and when we consider the variance in the rétition of
facts as given by those nnmediately concerned, angimpartial
person will pause in forming an opinion.  In justification of
the conduct of Captain Downie it has been said that he was
hurried into action before his ship was in a state to meet the
enemy. and that the Commander of' the Forces failed to
give the promised co-operation to the fleet, by not commenc-
g an assault on the batteries upon a signal given by the
Confiance, inconsequence of which the whole attention of the
enemy was directed against the Fleet. That if the land
batieries had been assaulted in time, the American fleet
would have been compelled to leave the bay, when they
might have been attacked by the Bripich squadron on the
open lake to much better advantage. On the other hand it
has been urged that Captain Downie, so far from being hur-
ried into action, entertained the fullest confidence in the
superiority of his squadron, and that he fele equally certain
of success whether he should meet the enemy on' thé open
Lake, or attack them at anchor in Plattsburgh Bay. That
there was no signal agreed upon between the Commander
of the land forces and Captain Downie: and that thecirenm-
stance of his scaling the g considered by the former
as no more than hie usual precaution beftore the commence-
ment of a naval action. That the storming of the works
on shore could not have been of any service to the British
squadron, as the American ships during the action, were
moored out of ranze of the land batteries. That it wounld
haye been imprudent to have carried the American batteries
before the naval ascendency should have been decided, as

ns w

* This Gentleman soon after his disgraceful flight from the naval action at
Plattsburgh, disappeared, while under arrest, preparatory to his trial by a
Naval Court Martial,

the
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the enemy’s squadron, after such an event; by retiring te
tl:e narrows in the Lake before the Biitsh squadron should
have been off Piattsburgh to intercept their reireat, mighit
have secured themselves against every tuture efort to attack”
them to advantage. Amudst the conradiciory relaiions of
facts and diversity of opinions, which have veen given fivn
respectable authority, spectatorsof the event, it s dulicult
tosay what were the grand errors which occasioned the lai-
lure of the expedition to Platisburgh, or whether iv may not
be considered'as one of those mistoriunes ieidental to war=
fare whith human prudence can neitier foresee nor prevent.
Lt is confidently asserted of Capuain Downie, that he thougat
himself wash his single ship, the Condance, a waich for the
whole Afaerican squadron, and when we advert to the cir-
cumstance of his having gone as it were smgly into acuon,
while the'other vessels, pariicularly the Gun-voats, in his
squadion, were far in his wake, there 1s room (o believe
that this gallant officer fell a vietim o a failacious contie
dence of success, which, afier consecraung lus lite (o 1t
we cannot but respect.

The decease of Sir George Prevost, before a Military
Court Martal could investigate the ciiarges preierred against
kim, renders it impossible to speak witn any degree vl cer=

ainty on the general propriety of his conduct on that ex e~

dition : but it seems to be generaily admuted by tnose wuo
are supposed most capable of forming a correct opinion on
the subject, that afier the loss of the squadron his situation
i the enemy’s country, must have been extremely precari
ous; andthat although he might withoui any great exertion
have carried all the enemy’s works at Platsonigh, thewr
momentary occupation, which wonld have cost L sowe
blood, would have been utterly useiess.

The enemy at Fort Erie; on hearing the result of the ex-
pedition to i"lzmﬁ%_ml';_;‘h., and aware that the Brnitish i tneir
neighbourhood had not been vecently reinforced, made a
sortie in the afternoon of the seventeenth of September, and
atiacked the British lines extending through a thick woeod,
with their whole force consisting of upwards of hive thou-
sand men. At the onset they gained some advantage, ha=
ving from the thickness of the weather, (the rain pouring in
torrents) succeeded in turning the right of the British line
of picquets without being perceived, and afier a warm con-
test, obtained possession of two batteries,. As soon as the

alarm
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alarm was given, reinforcements were sent forward, who Cua®.
drove l_ho enemy from the works, of which they had cained VIIL
possession, and pursued them to the glacis of Fort Erie. s’
Whl'tlu'r they retired with precipitation, with the loss (b; 1814,
their own accounts) in killed,wounded and missing, of five

hundred and nine men, including eleven officers killed and
twenty-three wounded. The British loss amounted to three

officers and one hundred and twelve men killed, seve
officers and one hundred and SiXLy one men wounded.
thirteen officers and three hundred and three men missi
making a total of 609 officers and men,

nteen
and
ng;

General Drammond, after this affair, finding his troops
encamped in a low situation, now rendered very unhealthy
by the late constant rains, growing sickly, raised the Investe
ment of Fort Erie, and fell back upon Chippawa, on the
evening of the 2Ist of September, without molestation
by the enemy.

Sir James L. Yeo, after much exertion, completed the
Saint Lawrence, a new ship of 100 guns, and on the loh
October, sailed from Kingston for the head of the lake with
a reinforcement of troops and supplies for the army, Coma
modore Chauncey having previously retired to Sacket’s Har-
bour, on hearing that the British squadron was prepared for
the lake. General Brown finding the American squadron
incapable of co-operating with him, came to the resolution
of evacuating Fort Erie, which he accordingly did on the
5th November, after calling in his out-posts and destroying
the whole works at that post, and retired across the Niaga-
ra to his own territory, leaving the wearied Inhabitants of
the Upper Province once more to their repose.

r[‘hc 11 n]i'!'i(ﬁn !‘li‘”i:\’ l]ai'()!lgh(ﬂl‘. t]l"‘ p!‘("-'t‘nt C}lil]:"'dign
evinced a ¢havacterand an-improved-state of discipline far
beyond what might have been expected from such raw ma-

terials. The barbarous conduct of a few desperadoes whe
occasionally made incursions into the western parts of Up-
per (.‘mmdifdisgmcecl however the l'opntat:mn wl.nich th'gr. res
gular army had acquired in the estimation of the Brm::h,
ever ready to acknowledge merit in a virtuous enemy. The
Villages ot Dover, and Port Talbot were destroyed by
these ruthless barbarians in the course of the Summer:
but the devastation which marked the course of'a horde of
mounted: Brigands from Kentucky, under Erigaulier"(ienv:al
M'’Arthur,
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M Arthur, in the month of November exeedded every™
thing. | The Country throuzh which they passed was givenr

"~ up to indiscriminate plunder : the settlements weve retluced

is14.

1815,

to ashes, and the miserable inhabitants were'left to perish
with cold and hunger. 'This band of ruffians Wwas arrested
in its progress, on attempting to cross the Grand Ri

iver by
a party of the 105d Regiment and a few Indian Warriors,
and their speedy retreat before a party of the 19th Light
Dragoons sayedthemfrom exemplary chastisement.  They
made gond their retreat to Detroit from whenee they had
set out on this excursion. ¥

The troops and embadied witlitia in the Lower Provinece
Were sent into winter quarters on the tenth of Decembet.
Ceneral Drummond and Sir James L. Yeo, after the cam-
paign had ended iri Upper Canada came down to Montredl
to concert measures with the'Commander.of the Forces {or
the ensuing campaign, in the event that the negociations then
carrying on at Ghent should not terminate in a Peace. The
creation of a naval foree'on Lake Huron in the ensuing Sea-
son was determined upon by these Officers as o place afford-
ing much greater security for the construction’ of vessels
thanLake Erie, where the enemy possessing the dominion of
the Lake could at any time destroy them.

'he House of Assembly met on the 21st January. Mr.
Panet having been called tp to the Legislative Council,
Joseph L. Papinean, Esquire, was élected Speaker of the
Assembly.  The militia Act was revised and amended by
admitting substitutes, A Grant of new Duties upon Tea,
strong Spirits, and on Goods sold at Auction was made to
His Majesty ‘to supply the wants of the Province. One
thousand pounds were granted for the encouragement of
vaccine noenlation,” dpwards of eight thousand pounds
were appropriated for the improvement of the Internal
Lommunications of the Province, and a further Sum oft
twenty-five thougand pounds for the purpose of opening &
Canal from Montreal to Lachine. A Bill was also intro
ecd to make a provision for the Speaker of the House of As-
sembly and to grant him a“thousand pounds per annum to
‘enable him to support the dignity of his Office. = This Bill
being reserved for the Royal Sanction was confirmed during
8 snbseguent Administration.

The Assembly among other things came to ‘a resolution
- that

e
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that it was expedient to appoint an Agentin Great Britain
for the purpose of soliciting the enactment of Laws; and for
transacting such public matters as might from time to
time be committed to his care for the good of the Province.
This resolution was communicated to the Legislative Conn-
¢il; where, in opposition to the measure it was resolved, that
the GGovernor of the Province was the only fit and constitu=~
tional channel between the Legislative Bodies of Lower-
Canada and His Majesty’s Government in Greag-Britain :
they therefore didmot concur in the Message of the Ase
sembly:

The Lower House, upon receiving information of the dissent
of the Legislative Council, persisted in threir resolution, and
presented an address to the Governor on the subject, re-
guesting His Excellency to transmit to the Prince Regens
certain Addresses in that behalf, as well as an Address
yelating to the Impeachments preferred at a former Sessi
againn‘i the Chief Justices, and of which no notice had as
yet been taken by the British Government. Whilst the at-
tention of the Colonial Legislature was engaged in these
concerns, news of the Treaty of Peace were officially announ<
ced to them on the Ist of March.

S10TL

The Embodied Militia were immediately disbandéd; and
as a gratuity, the Legislature granted eighty days pay to the
officers. An annuity of six pounds was provided for such
Voltigeurs and Militiamen as had been rendered during
their service, incapable of earning a livelihood. A smail
gratuity was also made to the widows and children of those
who had been killed during the war : and the Assembly i

an Address to the Prince Regent, recommended thata g
of lands should be made to such Voltigears and Militia,

had served in defence of the Province during the late war,

The Assembly as a mark of respect for the character of
the Giovernor in Chief, voted him the sum of five thousand
pounds sterling for the purchase of a Sorvic.{- of Plate. This
measure met with the approbation of the Prince Regent
was not carried into effect, the Legislative Council hav:
refused their assent to a bill for that purpose, which was seat
up for their concurrence in the course of the ensuing Session,

G

ug e

1

The business of the Session being eoncluded, the Govera
por prorogued the Pailiament on the <vili March, He in-
wormy

e

Cuan,
VIII

oave v
1815
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formed the Assembly that he had received the commands of
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to return to Eng-
land for the purpose of repelling accusations affecting his
military character, which had been prefeived by the late na=
ral Commander in Chief on the Lakes in Canada,—an op-
portunity which he embraced with eagerness to justify his
military reputation.

“ However intent (said he) on the subject which so un=
expectedly thus summons my attention, be assured I shall
bear with me a lively recollection of the firm support 1
have derived from you, and I shall be gratified at an ear-
ly period in representing personally to His Royal High-
ness the Prince Regent, the zeal and loyalty evinced by
every class of His Majesty’s Subjects in British North-
America during my Administration, their attachment to
his August Person and to his Government, and most par-
ticularly the Spirit and devotion manifested by the People
of the Canadas, in the late contest with the United-States
of America.”

€
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Sir Greorge Prevost accordingly departed from Quebec on
the third of April, for England by way of St. Johns (New-
Brunswick) over the wild and uninhabited country between
the Saint Lawrence and the River St. Johns. On the day
of his departure he received farewell addresses from the
citizens of Quebecand Montreal, expressive of their satisfac-
tion with his Administration. He was succeeded by Sir
Gordon Drummond in the Government of Lower-Canada,
as Administrator in Chief, who arrived at Quebec on the
same day, a few hours afier the Governor's departure and
assumed the Command.

FINIS.
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POSTSCRIPT.

T is due to the publi

. and to the memory of Sir (:r-mrg(‘ Prea

vost, to ve gsome statement of the procecdings w th I‘I“‘I)"Ut to
th:t Officer aftey his return to Fa I, to act

Fy conduoct at | lattsbua gh in September, 1814 the instance of
Sir J. L. Yro. commander of the Naval Feorces on the lLakes in
Canada. - Seme time after his arrival at home he was indoced, by
the proninization of the sentence of a Naval Covrt Martial ass ‘._—
bled for the teial of Captain Fring and the officers nuder his coma
mand, for tie loss of the British S uadron on Lake Champlain in
Flattsburgh Bay, reflecting upon the con lact of the Commuander
of the Laud Koices, to address a letter on the subject, to His Roy-
al ki s« the Duke of York. In this l-tter, he strongly prot ste
ed avainst the decision of that Court Martial so far as it related to
himselt, as promature and unjust; | is conduct and that of the ar-
my uader bis Comwmand . vot hiing  properly the svbject of
their enquiry 3 and because their opinion must have principally
relied uwpen the bare st-tement and assertions of the parties

|
lan

unt for his milita-

han ex puric

wiose ronduct was in question; without a

testimony.  He complained of the peculiar i e of this pre=

-avated by the delay of his accuser to

jﬂ teation of his condduct a

briug for ward his accusations; and so the interposition of

\

His Roys! Hizhiness with  ilis Majesty’s Govirnment, to compel
htm (o prod i }
i

» his charges in due legal form, and proc ed upon

th-m in or that an « tanty migit be al sd him of vindis
e ting his character uct es (four in

numnb-r) given in by Sir Jawes L. of this
)8 ]
, wasy by the Adjutint Geuveral of the Forces, transs

er, toSir

remons
pritted |
George Frevost ;3 and to alios

rom the Horse- Guare
the neci ssi-
ry witnesses from Canada, th eting Creneral Court !
l‘i.ll was postpon d ti ) !
mean tim-, the healt t, naturally of a d
cate cast, anit impaired in the course of service, became seriously
affcted {ron anxiety of mind, and the fatigue he had experienced

in his journey on foo® over the uninhabited country, covercd with

int Lawrence and Saint Jehns; and

snow,; bétween the Rivers!
on the 5th Janvary, he died in Lond
mily to regret bis {oss, rendered doubly grievous by the r il

{0 which his memory was cxposcidy from his not having had an oc-

}
fla

n. leaving a disconsolate fa-
t ections

casion of clearing up his conduct at I'lattsbury

Colonel William Augustus Prevost, anxious fer an opp

tunity to ret of his brother fio
thes

ave  the - iniered
CYC §3C l!l““.!ti(.'




POSTSC

]
]

the oblequy which the want of an inves
pr-ferred against Sir Geor
have cast upon his mem

: tion of the charces
FPrevost, previous to his decease 156

in a letter addressed to His 1 ‘hll
in- Chiefy . after stating in the strone

gest tressing sitwation in which the family and
pdat deceased were placed, veguested  that an ins
yestigation nl } s couduet might be ordered before a Court of
Engoiy. A reference to the Judge Advocate was made ou the

subject, who was cof o1

t such an enyuiry, ceould not be

}s:u_. ry m ul'-; and inde ctions (o an vestigation after
& pateol a party, 1 such an istance as the present, appear to
be insnrimountahle 3 the evidenge before a Couwrt of Enguiry not
being talien on euth, nor could any proceedings with a view ta

tion, have had the desu

ed eflect, unles
(whose characters must also have been considered to
a tain dogree a* stake) were aliowed to come forward with the
Wi .\,‘_,nt of their evidence.

In concequence of this determination, Lady Prevost addressed
a Ietter ro-the Commander in Chiof, representing to His Royal
Higimess in the most forcible terms, the painful dilemma in which
she was ]xlu';;!. She dwelt strongly upon the injustice sustained
y of an injured officer whose life had been devotad
of his country, and whose exertions in that service

1 t and ungnalified approbatien of

e se

red with the ire
and his Country,—Honors, which, though the fruit
knowledged seivices, were now in :'-;1:1:;.'1‘ of being
and calumnious accusations. She therefore
ness to extend his favor and plot ‘ction to
lored him to commiserate their multie
plicd afllictions, and to cudcavour to obtain from His Royal High«

ness the Prince Regent, o gracious consideration of their claims for

had been

nervsell and family,

such wmarks of distinction as mizht be thought due to the memory
ol the deceas H lis Royal kighness acknowledged the receipt
of her La _~ hip's letter, and assured her that he should be glad

alculated to a
l. N

eviate her distress, but declined in-
nee Hegent on the subject, before whom, he
it could only be regularly submitted by His Mas

Histers.

Lady Preyost accordingly drew up a memorial, which, witha
statement of the milita ry occurrences at Il iU\bulf_,h she submits
ted to the Prince Regent through the Ministers. Uls Royal Highe
ness having taken the same into ('ousid(trntmn, was soon aftere
wards gracicusly pleased, publicly to express the highsense he ene
tertained of the distinguished services of Sir George Preyost, cons
ferring at same time, as a mark of his approbation, additional

norial bearings to the Arms of his Family, The
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The Administration of the Civil Government of Lower-Canadd
ander Sir George Prevost, was mild, equitable, and unguestiona=
bly popular among the eutire mass of the Canadian population, in :
whose loyalty from the commencement, he placed the most im= S
plicit confidence. To their fidelity and to the prudent and cone
ciliating policy of this Governor, Great-Britain is indebted for
the preseryation of the Canadas, unavoidably left destitute of mo=
ney and troops at the ourset of hostilities with America, by rea-
son of the urgent demands of the war in Spain.

The Provincial
Legislature, by giving a curreney to Army Bills and guaranteeing
their redemption, effectually removed all apprehensions of a defi-
ciency in the financial resources of the Colonial Government.
The organisation of a respectable foree of Embodied Militia, and
the power delegated to the Governor, of turning out the whole of
the effective male population of the FProvince, in cases of emer-
gency, enabled bim to withstand the efforts of the United-States,
during two successive campaigns with scarcely any other resources
than those derived from the Colony. They who had been partial
to the preceding Administration, and who probably may have been
instrumental in the arbitrary measures with which itis reproached,
were as might be expected, adverse to the policy of the present
Goveruor, and spared no pains to represent in England the aftairs
of the Celony in the falsest colours. The disappointments expe-
rienced at Macket’s Harbour and Plattsburgh, gave occasion te
his enemies to diseredit his military character: but whatever may
have been his capacity as a General, (which we leave to the judg-
ment of military men) it must be admitted that as a Civil Gov'r=
nor, at the head of a people irritated by arbitrary measures under
the preceding Administration, he judiciously explored his way
thl‘oug]l a 11;‘r‘iu(i of unpr scedented embarrassments and (1“1“9,‘(‘!', witha
out a recurrence to Martial Law, or the least exertion of arbitra-
ry power. Iis manners are represented by those who were fas
miliarly acquainted with him as unassuming and social.  His pub=
lic speeches or addresses prrtook of even classical elegance. His
gmooth and easy temper placed him beyond the ordinary passions
of men in power, and though aware of the intrigues of unprinci-
pled and implacable enemies labouring at his destruction, and
loaded with the obloquy of the press, he is known te have har-
boured no resentment against the former, and to have reasoncd
with that coolne-s and unconcern with respect to the latter, which
an only spring frem a virtuous and ingenuous mind,

AP-
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OF this production we insert the following extract : the remainder

le e sunbrecced ==
u‘, IS ‘\“P!” 5¢ d B

o. it, boimg directed against individues

A TOUS LES ELECTEURS DU BAS-CANADA.

Mes Conspalriotes,

1its 4 1a derniére E |-‘< tion n’ont pa as Ete inniles,
en plus m wee o' clle n’en aveli jamais en, Le
y a €i€ propose avee succes, B I'.'ll‘ teu &

et vous allez voir des eliort: 1n-
abandonner les Reprédsenians «n

nt a eteé « )

ryables
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g vousaviez confiance Tont va ¢ire mis en geuvre 3 toutes les (fazeites jos-
> de Qn . SOR sloydess et on a encore misy une novvelle sur

ten Franceis. Tous les ge

t en ['lmu sel fnll\ ceux gui vvnlv'n. en avol: sont
L1 movvement, b
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z ferme
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i
ble. Oun esplére vous cpouvanter par la Lasie {is
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G »h 1 allaire.
Vi vous ‘i.l cher le menagement de voire irse, op va crieraux taxes,
1. rauez hien qui sont ceux qui préchent ei qui erient aijisi; si ¢ sont
»r de ménagement e¢f de erier contre jes tixes.

nenter les Dépenses Civil
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Croyez que ce n'est pas le désir de mépager votre hunr~vq1!1 les'agite si fort,
s que ¢ Gy le désir d’en avoir le ménagement enx-mémes, ﬂ_
étre les maitres rmenier lad pense tant qu’ I\~ voudront,
En mil se atre-vingt quinze la premicre fois que fes comptes ong
L envo 1 thre, la Dépense de la Province ne monioit qu a dix=
meaf mille lou g hutt cent, elle monioii a trentesdeux mille lonis; et
en mil hnit ce p , qui est la derniére annde dont on ait les comptes pu-
lé toita rante-trois mille lmll 3
15 diront: que vous importe que la depense augmen
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¢ autant qu’il anra pli anx
il r.‘n ra que nm]q'l nn wtl 4 i de la payer. Qu’est-ce qui
gé d la fin f—--La meére-patrir n ‘a point ibli de fond pour la
gu’elie en paye aciuellement, de la caisse militaire ; crla

ns en place,
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1.:\11 3 on tire ce
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le ré *c'r la dépense et on anra

nse =STA LFOLS ou guatre fois
utaul de gens ep places, qui iie
oot




APPENDIX.

Tont trois ou quatre fois autant dinfluence et de puissance, et qui ericront
trois on quatre fois autants et si actuellement on a de ant de lln-n:." ] »n
dt‘lvndr(‘,_‘t'nmnwm pourra-t-on le faire alors? Faut-il attendre qu'ils se
soent entiérement empare de la place, et qu'il soit impossible derésister

Hs vont vous exagérer les sommes qu'il faudroit payer, afin de vous &
¥anier; les uns disent, 11 faut angmenter de VineT-civg MitLe Lo
t{'m de QuAmANTE MILLE; on disoit avant hier an Grefie o
cing-mille, ajourd’hui on dit que c’est guarante mille. 8’1l falloit se regler sur
leur appetit, lasom seroit effectivement considérable : mais ce n’ t pas li=
dessus que la Chambre d° Assemblée se re glera, dmoins que le nombre des sens
_ﬂ places qui ¥ seront, ne Uemporte., 5

4d sDmme a payer suivaniles derniers comptes qui ont 6t¢ publids. sernit
S‘I,IZI“; MI LLII'. louis. De ces seize mille Im-I|~. onze rille a.l‘..,‘;.-l,?r ‘P - -
Yacie des prisons en le continnant, et il ne resteroit plus que cing mill
=--une couple de chelins sur le vin de Madére et le via de P
sols sur le sucre blane produiroient huit mille loui
plus que suffisante, &c. &e. &e.

poi=
8, d’an=
* Cetoll vinefa

orie et 1;!\
Ce€ qui seroil une somme

B.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas divers wicked, seditions and ¢
published and dispersed in this Province, witl
which I am entrusted 3 and wi i
lated to mislead His Ma

s have been printed
re and government of
been exp lv calcu=

h writings hav

'sty’s good Subjects, to itmpress their minds with dis-
trost and jealonsy of His Majesty’s Government, to ali fe their aflfections

from His Majesty'’s Person, and fo brirg into contempt and vilify the Admi-
nistration of Justice, and of the Government of the Conntry; and wherea-. in
the prosecuiion of these wicked and traitorous pu
bettors have not sérupled andacionsly to advane
falsehoods, whilst the industry that b
seminating themat 4 very rreat exp
strongly evinces the perseverance a
that these purposes should he pursued; A
duty, which I owé to his Majesty, and that aff
view the welfare and prosperity of the Inhabitan
possible for me any longer to disregard or suller
to subvert the G 1t of the fi
I tter, I dot
His Majesty Exccutive Conncil, that with th
Ine informatio
ree of Ilis Majesty’s | Executive Connsellor
thoriced, have been issued under which some of
lishers of the writings aloresaid
Deeply impressed withad
happiness of the most be
vant I have been for ne
his subject, and wh ig ! eur,
than that happloess and welfare the rele of my conduck ity
with a very sincere ¢oncern, that I should find reason to !
of these factious and designing wen had produced any off
and jealousies should have found their way, and have es
in the minds of deluded Persons, ' Ei
To these, if any such there be, and indeed '5‘.”.‘:‘ pablic in
recal the history ol the whoele period during which tl e heen n
Majesty’s vernment,  Letthem remembe ) were in whe
became British Subjectss and let them he
sive advances they have made to the w
eod liberty which they now enjoy.
: der the Enelish dominion, ha
bitrary imprise f
any one instn
d nacontrould I yunr
bas bheen detngad in blood, and wiltle va

andd possessions have al tunes experiene ed the hovier

yosex, their authors :

most gross and

1ve been ag
re o ;\"llf
*volent and hest
y

as long

t displeasure |

) sty the o
Hiection the pro

+ SeCurity ¢

1
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@inder the vicfssitades of that state have undergone a deprivation of the iges-
timable happiness of living under British i..m~ and Brifish Governmi
becoming a prey to temporary conguest, have yvou not 1-~}-‘(! lhl‘ st
€ect security and !mnr]lll'n\ under the powerfu
vernment, whose fostering and p'u‘ln.sl care has !h en quldh\' -;:llmx\ cd im
promoting your internal welfare ?
What then can be the means used by these evil disposed and wicked persons
b\ which they can hope to bring about their H,uwr-;.u.mcl ambitious 1\‘-[-1"]3
«-hy what arguments can they y expect that a people, in the ¢ entof every
blessing that can contribute to happiness in this world, shall Tenounce that
appiness, to embrace their views? By what arsument can they expect that
a brave and loyal people, hitherto impressed with the warmest and sincerest
attachment to the best of Kings, whose whole reign has been one series of he-
nefits bestowed on them, shall abandon t ln\-lm- and berome monsters of
ingratitude, fit to be held up fo the detesta W, to yu\ note their
projects ?  Ttis true, the most base and diat s are indusiriously
Pr mulegated and disseminated. ].Hlm it is announced as my intention
to embody and make soldiersof youn, an thaving applied to the ‘late House !
of Re ;npwm atives to enable me to assemble twelve mrm-d"-l of you for that
urpose, and they having declined to do so. 1 had therefore dissolved them
This is not only l]ue'tll\ f‘i , sich an i never having entered into my
mind, nor the slightest m tion liaving ever Leen of it; but it is douhly
wicked and atrocious, because it hag been advanced by persons, who must have
been supposed to speak with certainty on i bjeet, and was therefore the
maore calculated fo ||npn se upon you. In anotier p.!rl vou are told that 1 want-
ed to tax your lands, and that the late f' of A -‘"mh|\’ would consent only
%o tax wine, and upon that account, T had dissolved 1.1(- House. Inhabitauts
of St. Denis! this is also directly false ¢ r had the most distant idea of
taxing you at all ; such had never ev a moment the subject of my
deliberations, and when the late Hon d to pay the Civil List, I could
noi have taken any step in a matter of riance without the King’s in-
structions, and therefors it was still 1Fid ve came to the consideration
of how it was to be paid. In truth not one word was ever to my knowledge
mentioned on the subject,
In other |n|l- de spa iiring of ])lru]!‘l‘h!” ins es from what T have done,
recourse is had to what I intend to (I(l, and it is holdly told you, (hat I meaan
to oppr and  darir ulcehoed, on what part or
what act of my life do you found such an assert What do you know of me
or of my iunc'n:imu? Canadians, ask of the hom you un..u-ll\ lookod
with atiention and re speet, ask the heads of your Churc h who have opportus
nities of know me 3 :hv-l‘ are men of honor and knowle dege, these are mea
from \\ hom you ought to see *k for information and advice ; the leaders of fac-
tion, the dex rgues of a party, associate not with me ; they cannotknow me.
For what p urpose should T oppress you? Is it to serve the King ¥ Will that
Maonarch, who during fifty years has never 'r sued one order that i’n:l you for
its ohject, that was not for your benefit and happiness—--will he now, beloved,
benored, adored by his subje covered with 'Em v, descending inte the vale
ol \f"‘la. atcompanicd with the prayers and Ile“m;_,a of a_gratefnl people,
| he, cortrary to the tenor of a whole lif» of honor and virtue, now
s o his Servants to oppress his Canad rhjects 2 Itis impossible
you can for a moment belicve it.  You will spurn from you with just indigna-
tion, the miscreant who will suggest such a thoughi to you.

ing

1

self, then, that Tshould oppress yon? For what should I op-
it from ambition ? What can you give me ’-»-I- it for power ¥
friends ! with a life ebbing not slowly to its period, under the
sense ::(‘qunt'cl in the service of my country, I look only to pass
it it may please God to suffer to remain of ii, in the ‘comfort of retirement
I remain among you only in obedience to the commands
t powercan T wis <k for ? 1s it then for wealth that T would
of e who know me, whether T regard wealth 3 I
I could enjoy it, it is now nf no use to me ; to f he value of
feet, 1 wou hl yu-lm the congciousness of having, in
HI) ¥ /

inst

f se pers « v other case might
be unbecoming, ar st nething ca rhiecoming or beneath
, that can tend A { ¢ guif of Crime and Calamity, into which
would plarge you. i

g T ] — 053
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Tt is now my duty more particnlarly to advert fo the intent and ]:n'pncr ﬁ:r

which this Praclamation is
Exeen .\-‘ Couucil, hereby warn,
i to be on their guard

suggestions of d

inst, and 1

ts, and by sedit
ent evil and malevol

t purpo
(i 8 Sy aind lead them o

lion 1g npon all we Persons, and 1

and Ministers of God’s Ho h 10 use i

the evil effects of such inc id traitorons desion
Ti , such a~ may have hee led by them, and

pr -f'<|l| s of loyalty (o ihe Kios and ohedience
I do hereby farihe .nI\ charge and eon
thin nrhnur this Pw .
Hi
gearch, to as well the an
di‘ions and tratorons writi
roriatory 10 His Maj "
the Pubiic
thatby a vig
ronght \ 1
Acts whatever witich may
His Majesty’s Loyal an
Giyen "u-- rmy hand ar :
1! vehee, in the ;aid P
e year of our Lord iBlY, and in t

st‘} % Iul-ll

they do seve

P

10 st

and wicke
wnd fraitorous writi

sued 3 1Tdo, therefore, by and with the adwvi

ear
ol

Captains of Milifia, Peace Of
¥ rn-ni;nwlll"‘li(iu] d

tshers of

nesuy exhors 15
cautious how

all sueh wicks
Inany way d

J. H. CRAIG, Governor,

C.
A PROCLAMATION.

TxuaviTants oF Canapa!
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w
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ed tiled stauon of fred

X
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1Tad T anydoubt of eventual success, T might ask your assistance, but 1 do
not. 1 come prepared for every contigency. 1 have a force which will look,
down ;;Huplmcim 1, and force is bui the vangnard of a much greater, If
ary (o your own interest, and the |n-'!'\pl‘[‘iuin-uui my country, yon will
ed and treated as enemies, the horrors and calamities 6f war will
stalk hr fore vou.

I. the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain be pursued, and the sa-
-es are let loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our women and chil-
, this war, will be a warof extermination-

The first stroke of the tomaha wk, the first attempt with the sc dlpmg knife,
will be the signal of one indiscriminate scene of desclation. No white man
found fighting by the side of an Indian, will be taken prisoner! Instant des-
traction will be his lot,  If the dictates of re':lml‘, duty, justice and bumanity
cannot prevent the employment of a force which respecis no rights; and knows
no wrong, it will be prevented hy a severe and relentless system of retaliation,

I doubt no your courage and firmness: I will not doubt your attachment to
Iibertv. 1f you tender \mn services voluntarily, they will be acce pted readily.

The United States offer you Peace, liberty and -.c(‘ul!ty Your choice lies
beiween llnwe- and war, slavery and desiruction, Choose then, but choose
wisely 3 and may, he, who knows the justice of our cause, and v.!'m holds in
his hands the fate of ll:ltlhll-. guide you to a result the most compatible with
your rights and interest, your peace and presperity.

W, HULL,
By the General, A F. HULL::
Capt. 13th. Regt, U. 8. Infantry, and Aid-de-Camp.
Head-Quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812,

D.

The following Proclamntion issued by General Smyth, pre-
vious to his intended invasion, will give the reader some ul -a of
this mountebank Generdl:

GENERAL SMYTH.
To the Soldiers of the Avmy of the Centre.

CovPANTONS TN Arws!

The time is at hand when you will cross the streams of Niagara to conquer
Canada, and to secnre the peace of the American Frontier.

You will enter a country thatis to be one of the United-States. You will
ve among a people who are to hecome your fellow citizens. It is not a-
inst them that we come to make war, Itis against that Government which
10lds them as vassals,

You will make this war as little as possible distressful to the Canadian peo-
ple. If they are peaceable, they are to be secure in their persons; and im
their property, as far as our imperious necessities will al'ow.

Private plundering is absolutely forbidden. Any soldier who quits his rank

p!umln r on the field of battle, will be punished in the most examplary man-

T

But your just richts as soldiers will be maintained, whatever is boofy by the
} ; you shall have. All horses belonging to the artillery and ¢
$ ons and teams in p'ahln service, will be sold for the benefit
wors. 1 u';h: stores will he secured for the service of the U, Slates.
ernmentwill, with jus stice; pay you the value,
lrawin :lfﬂ Light \I'IllLtl\ of the enemv, wanted for the
tates. I will order TWO HUNDR DOLLARS
ty who may e them. I will also order FORTY
the arms and spoils of each savage warrior, who

_.-‘,-.\i:-‘- ‘-h
for enc
l‘ 0Ll to be
all i,,~ | illed,

a5

Idiers ! you are amply provided for war. You are superior in number to
»enemy.  Your and activity are Y our weap=
ans are jonger. T rs of the enemy are generally old men,
whose bhest vears have b i the sickly climaie of the West Indies.
Fhey will not he able to stand before you, uy who charge with the bayonet.

You
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¥ou have seen Indians, such as those hired by the British to mirder women
and children and kiil and scalp the wounded. You have seen their dancesand
grimaces, and heard their yells. Can you fear Ty ! No, You hold them in
the utmost contempt,

YorLunTEERS,

Disloyal and traiterous men have endeavoured to dissoade you from your
duty. Some times they say, if you enter Canada, you will be held to service
for five years, At others, they say, that you will not be furnished with sup=
piu\. Atother times, l?n} say, that if you are wounded, the Government will
not provide for you by pensions. The just and generous course pursued by
government towards the Volunteers who fought at Tippecanoe, furnishes an
answer to the lasi objection. The othersare too zl_h~nr<l 10 deserve any.

Volunteers! 1esieem your generousand patriotic motives, You have made
gacrifices on the altar of your country. You will not sutfer the cnemics of
your fame to mislead you from the path of duty and honor, and. deprive you of
the esteem of a grateful country. You will shun the eternal infamy that awaits
the man, who having come within sight of the enemy, basely shrinks in the
moment of trial. i A

Soldiers of every Corps! It is in your power to retrieve the honor of your
country and to cover yourselves with glory. Every man who performs a gal-
lant action shall bave his name made known to the nation. Rewards and ho-
nours await the brave. Infamy and contempt are reserved for cowards. Come=
panions in arms! You came to vanquish a valiant foe, I know the :'hm(‘-’ you
will make. Come on; my heroes! And when you attack the enemy’s batte
let your rallying word be, * The Cannon lost at Detroit or Death.

ALEXANDER SMYTH,
Brigadier General Commanding,

€amp near Buffale, 17th Nov. 1812,




