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EXPLANATION

THE MAP.

Tue Map fronting the title-page of this volume was
engraved in October, 1820, as' 2 mere sketeh, illustrative
of what I was then writing on the subject of the Grand
Canals of Canada. My political Sriends in the Upper
Province had then been reported by newspapers, as making
the great majority of members returned to the new parlia-
ment; and I was sanguine, that they would insist on having
a commission sent home, to invite the supreme government
to inquire into the state of public affairs. 1 hoped that a
new order of things might be introduced :—management
for mis-rule, activity for sloth, and prosperity for wretched-
ness. I was disappointed :—mis-rule, sloth, and wretched-
ness continue their reign over the loveliest country upon
earth; and, with utmost reluctance, I have laid aside, for
the present, my schemes for its improvement,

To make the sketch still useful to this work, T have
now had engraved upon it the roads, names of principal
places, &ec.

Sooner or later, Lakes Erie and Ontario will be con-
nected by a canal, and I may take this opportunity to
throw out a few leading hints, to engage conversation on
the subject, No plan, on a small scale, should be thought
of. The canal should he such as to admit schooners of




Vi EXPLANATION OF THE MAP.

100 tons burden, and steam-boats of 500;—vessels sufli-
cient to carry on the whole traffic, without unloading, from
Quebec to the remotest shores of Lakes Michigan and
Superior. If eternal peace shall reign‘between the United
States and Canada (and such is my hope), the course of
the grand Niagara Canal should be nearly that by A, B,
C, ]-), E. The mouth of Niagara River is, and probably
ever will be, the best harbour on the south side of Lake
Ontario; and considerable advantage is to be gained’ by
eonducting the canal to some distance westward on Lake
Erie shore. Vessels taking departure from Fort Erie and
Buffalo, not only have insufficient room for tacking, but
must labour to avoid the current which draws into Niagara
River; and are often wind-bound for many weeks together.
The advantage of gaining a good point of departure, con-
joins with others to decide that the junction of the lake
navigation must proceed through Canada at all events.
Should any apprehension of war continue, that course
marked by dotted lines would be the best. Other courses
are laid down, chiefly to shew that many are practicable;
and that nature calls londly for the assistance of art.

Let not the eye be withdrawn from the spot now in
view, without serious reflection.  If there is one on earth
intended for a paradise more than another, it is this. In
point of climate, soil, variety, beauty, grandeur, and every
convenience, 1 do believe it is unrivalled; yet we are told
by a late writer (Howison), that the < depravity” of the
inhabitants of this earthly paradise * has been confirmed
and increased by the eircumstances in which they are now
placed.”—What circumstances? On the face of this map
we may observe, that the sword has been drawn for bloody
strife in no less than eight places. What circumstance.s
caused this? Whence came these fightings?—from the
depravily of the inhabitants? I think not.  Gentle
reader! say rather, from the depravity of government.

]




JOSEPH HUME, ESQ. M. P.

; London, 26th Junuary, 1829,
SIR,

You have had good opportunities,
and used them well. Better opportunities
await you; and, having now gained public
confidence, much is in your power. You
may indeed immortalize your name, simply
by continuing that calm, correct, and busi-
ness-like course, which happily you have
chosen.  Retrenchment has hitherto been
your principal aim; but should your attention
be directed to the state of our North Ameri-
can Colonies, you may discover a double
object: you may perceive, that while a vast
expenditure could ummediately be saved in
that quarter, a considerable revenue may be
acquired merely by good management.




viil TO JOSEPH HUME, EsSQ. M. I

Should you find time to peruse these
volumes, I would not at first desire your
consideration to the greater and more com-
plicated schemes which are proposed n them.
Adverse circumstances have conspired to
crush me in every way ; and the completion,
even of necessary explanation, is not accom-
plished. A third volume was required, to
elucidate my plans; and that, for the present,

i1s withheld.

In these volumes, to which I now earnestly
solicit your notice, you will find, 1 think,
sufficient matter for a beginning; and, were
inquiry fairly begun by you;—were Parliament
once awakened to a serious consideration of
the profit and loss of North American Colonies,
- 1 should not despair of an advance to greater
and greater good.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

ROBERT GOURLAY




ERRORS, OMISSIONS, &c.

Note omitted, page cix.—* Wages are now reduced to 7s. per
week.”

Page clxxxiii, for * this volume,” read vol. 1, page 270.

Page cc, note, for * this first volume,” read the first volume.

Page ¢, note. Reading over this note to an American gentleman,
he seemed to take alarm, lest the word ramshackle should be
palmed on his country. I take it home willingly, as a Scot-
ticism, and one well applied, as may be afterwards shown.

Onmitted, bottom of page ccv.—In war, Captain Brant was noted
for humanity.

Note omatted, page 108, vol. 1.

The British fleet consists of one ship of 110 guns, one do.
64, one frigate 50, one do. 48, one sloop of war 26, one do.
24, one brig 18, one do. 16, one schooner 12; amounting in
the whole to 368 guns, with two ships of the ine on the
stocks,

The American fleet consists of one ship of 64 guns, one
frigate 50, one do. 32, one do. 28, three brigs of 26 each, one
do. 18, and one schooner 6; amounting to 276 guns, with
two large ships on the stocks, each of them to carry 120
guns,

In vol. 2d, page 339, “ selling of wives in a halter,” is spoken
of as expressly authorized by law. This is not the case;
but should not law forbid such a barbarous custom? In
page clxxii of this General Introduetion, I have also written
carelessly as to the establishing of freeholds on waste: some
years of undisputed possession was, I understand, required

B




ERRORS, OMISsIONS, &c.

by law; nevertheless, the poor had formerly much freedom

in this way.

These instances of carelessness have been pointed out b
gent friends, and are noticed, to give opportunity of ap(?l?—
gizing for a style of writing which is apt to overleap rigid
inquiry, where it bas not occurred as being of importance.

y intelli-

The InpEX having been printed off before it was intended
that the GENERAL INTRODUCTION should extend so
far as it does, the following additions are nccessary, to

make it complete.

Asecembly of Upper Canada, its reply to the speech of the Lieut.-
Giovernor, declaring his intention of withholding the royal
grant of land from the members of the Convention, ccecxxil.
To his first speech on opening parliament, cceexxxviii.  Its

resolutions on certain parts of that speech, cccexxxix.

Bill for preventing certain meetings in Upper Canada, brought in
by Mr. Jones, cccexl. Read a third time, and passed,

ceeexli.  Its enactments, ibid,

Canada, remarks on the impolicy of abandoning or selling it te
the United States, ccexlv. and nofe.

, Upper, proposal for the improvement of its revenue,
ceclxxxi, All duties on importation from the United States
should be abolished, ccelxxxvi.  And all taxes but one, on
land, ibid. Supposed value of the province, ibid. Forma-
tion of good roads, the first step towards its improvement,
ceclxxxvii.  Navigation of the St. Lawrence, a great national
object, ccelxxxviii. Plan for its improvement, and estimated
expense of this, ceclxxxix. Effects of its adoption, cceeviii.
Extent to which it should be carried, cecexix. Its infinite
advantages, cccexx.  Causes of the poverty and degradation
of the province, cecelxxvi. cceelxxviii.

Coke, Mr. his speech on presenting a petition from the ag.ricu[-
turists of Norfolk, to the House of Commens, ceccxxiii. note.
Remarks on it, cccexxiv. note,

3




ERRORS, OMISSIONS, Xe. xi

Constitution of Upper Canada, opinions in the English  parlia-
ment on granting one, cccelxxiii. Absurdity of comparing
it with the British constitution, cceclxxiv. Not the cause
of the degradation of the province, cceelxxzvi, cceelxxvii.

Gourlay, Mr. his proposal for the collection of the revenue of
Upper Canada, by a single tax, on land, ccclxxxi. Remarks
on the errors in the present system, ccclxxxiii. Conjecture
as to their cause, ceclxxxiv. Observations on the funding
system of England, cccciv.  On the Corn Bill, cceev, . On
the new settlement of Perth, cccex.  On the taxation of wild
land, cccexv. Address to the people of Upper Canada, on
the agricultural distresses of England, ccccxxiii. Extract
from his * Letter to the Earl of Kellie,” cecexxxi. nole.
Address to the Canadians, on the proceedings in the last
session of their parliament, cccexxxiii.  Letter to one of his
jurymen, ibid. nofe. = Reflections on the conduct of the
House of Assembly and the Lieut.-Governor, in 1818,
cceexliii.  His petition to the House of Commons, cccexlv—
cccelx. and notes. Remarks on the character of the people
of the United States, cccexlvii. note. On an absurd statute
of the Canadian parliament, relative to tithes, ceccli. note.
On the contraband trade between the United States and
Upper Canada, cccclvi. note. Explanation of an expression
in his petition to the House of Commons, cceclx.  On moral
restraint, cceclxii. Further remarks on the benefits which
would arise from the settlement of the province, cceelxiii.
On the mission of the provincial attorney-general to England,
cceelxiv.  Benefits which may arise from this, notwithstand-
ing the littleness of its object, ibid. His letter to the editor
of the Niagara Spectator, cccelxv. His fourth address to
the resident land-owners of Upper Canada, cceclxvii. Sketch
of the events which led to the American revolutionary war,
cceclxx. Extent of his views of reform in the province,
cceclxxvi. His answer to Captain Stuarjt’s reply to his
fourth address, cccelxxxviii.. Remarks on kingly government,
ccecxciv. Note to Sir Peregrine Maitland, dii. and diii. note :
and to the Duke of Richmond, diii. Summary account of

the cruel treatment which he has experienced, div,
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Great Britain, increase of its population during the last twenty

years, ccecliv. note.

Jones, Mr. extract from his speech in the House of Assembly,
cecexxavi. - Remarks on it, cecexxxvil. His motion relative
to the Lieut.-Governor's speech, cecexxxviii, Obtains
leave to bring in a bill to prevent public meetings, cceexl.
Which is read a third time and passed, cceexli. Remarks
on his character, cecexliii.

Ireland, means by which that country might be easily redeemed

from distress, cecexxix.

Legislative Council of Upper Canada, its reply to Sir Peregrine
Maitland’s announcement of his intention to withhold the
royal grant of land from members of the Canadian Con-
vention, cccexxi. To his first gpeech on opening the pro-

vincial parliament, cecexXxxviii.

Moaitland, Sir Peregrine, Lieut-Governor of Upper Canada, ex-
tract of his first speech teo the provincial parliament,
cceoxxxvii. His speech at the close of the session, gecexli.

Sketch of his history, ccecxeiiis
Newfoundland, wretched state of that island, ccexli. and nots

Simeoe, General, remarks on his character and measures for the
improvement of Upper Canada, cceelxxvii.

Stuart, Captain, his reply to Mr. Gourlay’s fourth address to the
land-owners of Upper Canada, cecclxxix. Answer by Mr.

Gourlay, cccelxxxviil.

United States of America, statement of their finances, cceexlix.
note. Increase of population, in the last thirty years, cceeliv.
note. Not owing to emigration, cccclv. note.

Wild land, the chief bane of Upper Canada, cccexiv. Estimated
quantity in the province, ceccxv. Plan for its taxation, ibid.
Benefits which would arise from this, cccexvi. ecccexvi,

Suppesed ease in illustration, ibid.




GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

CIRCULAR
To MEMBERS or tue IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.,

London, June 10, 1820.
SIR,

THE foliowing Statement, with Do-
cuments, was offered for publication, last January,
to several Newspaper Editors, both in Edinburgh
and London. Immediately afterwards, the King’s
death, and consequent dissolition of Parliament,
delaying the principal intention, the publication was
not pressed.

On veviewing this Statement, after it has been
written five months, I see nothing material in it to
correct, and think it the best brief introduction to

the business to which I now most earnestly solicit
your attention.

The importance which T myself attach to this
business may be estimated by the solemn assurance
that I crossed the Atlantie for the express purpose
of submitting it to the Prince and Parliament of
Britain, and that I am now come up to town from
Scotland solely with this view. ' Tt is not my indi-
vidual interest which has urged me thus far. I, no
a




1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

doubt, shall be gratified if this can be advanced, or
if I can have an opportunity of wiping off the stain
so cruelly cast upon my reputation; but, before God,
I declare that these are comparatively small objects
when placed beside that which aims at main taining,
in my person, the abstract right and honour of a
native-born British Subject. On this account, Sir,
I am free in addressing you, and sanguine of having
your assistance.

The Documents here produced will, I conceive,
sufficiently put you in possession of the case; bwt I
shall, with gladness, wait upon yow any where, in
town, to converse on the su!y’ect, 01 receive commu-
nications thereon, addressed to me at Cooper’s Holel,
Bouverie-street.

The Sketch of a Petition to the Commons House
of Parliament is not that which I may ultimately
adopt. It is here exhibited partly for the purpose of
explaining my views and arguments—partly to give
a lead to those who may be so friendly as to correct
my errors or assist my endeavours. KFor like pur-
poses I have also annexed a Sketch of a Petition to
the King in Council.

You will observe in the Statement some bold asser-
tions made by me as to the capabilities. of Upper
Canada ; and, although I am desirous, in the fissh
place, to have my particular case discussed, I wish,
it to be clearly understood. that up to this moment I
Jhnch not from any thing I have said, and shall be
milling, if cqlled on, to. give explanation as to the
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practicable fulfilment of my assertions at the bar of
your House.

From the Morning Chronicle of 29th April last,
I copy the following conversation held in the House
of Commons, the day preceding.

“ Lord A. Hamilton would suggest an emigration
to our colonies in North America, as the most effecs
tual means of mitigaling distress.

“ The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, His
Majesty’s Ministers were disposed to adopt every
measure which could really contribute to the relief
of the distresses of the labouring classes. Above
5000 persons had embraced the offers of Go-
vernment, and sailed for the Cape of Good
Hope. With respect to the proposal of eémis
grating to Nerth Ameriea, the Noble Lord wds,
perhaps, not fully aware of the present condition of
persons who had actually gone there. So far from
Jinding increased means of subsistence, the last ac-
counts proved, that they had experienced a want of
employment fully equal to that which existed in
the miost distressed maunfacturing districts of this
country. - Government were disposed to give every
JSacility to any practicable scheme for mitigating the
distresses of the people ; but, before they consigned
them to a foreign shore, it would be prudent to ascer-
tain how far their condition was likely to be im-
proved. 'The North Ameérican provinces of Great
Britain had been so overloaded with emigrants, that
the government ‘of Canada had made the strongest
a2
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remonstrances to this Government on the subject.
He was not prepared to submit any planw to the
House, and he repeated that before the proposition
of the Noble Lord were entertained, it would be wise
to ‘wait for some account of the progress of the
colony at the Cape of Good Hope.

¢« Mr. Finlay said, that he, as well as the Noble
Lord, had received applications from persons who
were extremely anxious to emigrate, but who were
wholly destitute of the means.”

Now, Sir, I do assert, that BY PROPER
MANAGEMENT, THE MISERIES EX-
PERIENCED BY EMIGRANTS GOING
OUT TO CANADA MIGHT BE AVERT-
ED; AND THAT EVEN PEOPLE ¢« DES-
TITUTE OF MEANS” COULD BE
COMFORTABLY SETTLED THERE: IN
SHORT, THAT PLANS COULD BE
ADOPTED TO REALIZE EVERY BE-
NEFIT TO CANADA AND BRITAIN
WHICH YOU WILL FIND MENTIONED
BELOW. ' Having said thus much, it remains
for me only to subscribe myself,

Your fellow subject and client,

ROBERT GOURLAY.
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STATEMENT.

TO THE EDITORS OF BRITISH NEWS-
PAPERS.

GENTLEMEN,

Craigrothie, Fifeshire, Jan. 3, 1820.

I LaxpED at_Liverpool, from Quebee, the 2d

December, and have since learned, that, during the
last two years, my name has frequently appeared
in your columns, connected with certain political
movements in Upper Canada. By consulting the
files of various newspapers, I have discovered that
very great mistakes have prevailed as to Canadian
affairs, and that calumnies, both false and malig-
nant, have been propagated with regard to me.

As a specimen of these, it has been published
that I was ¢ One of the worthies who escaped
from Spa-fields ;” and attempts have been made to
impress a belief on the public mind, that my ope-
rations in Canada were connected with the schemes
of Messrs. Cobbett and Hunt in England. The
very contrary of all this is true.

In consequence of unavoidable change of fortune,
I went out to Upper Canada, where I had many
friends, in the summer of 18 17, solely with a view
o ascertain whether it would be prudent to re-
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move my family thither. My intention of going
there was announced more than a year before I set
out, and my wish was not to be more than six
months from home.

Though a sincere friend to parliamentary reform
in this country, I had repeatedly published, before
going abroad, my opinion of the impropriety of
holding large irregular meetings for that purpose,
and particularly reprobated those of Spa-fields.
No man can shew that I was ever connected in
politics with a single individual in Britain; and it
must be well remembered in Wiltshire, that I stood
forward in opposition to Messrs. Cobbett and
Hunt, at the county meeting held there in 1816,
when their object was to run down the property-
tax. So very decided and serious was [ on that
occasion, that 1 caused to be stuck up in every
corner of the county a placard, declaring, that,
“by a well modified property-tax, and by that
alone, could the country be preserved in peace.”

In Upper Canada my efforts had no view what-
ever to a reform of parliament. The people there
have a perfect representation, and before long they
will make a better use of it than they have hitherto
done. Soon after my arrival in that country, I
viewed it as the most desirable place of refuge for
the redundant population of Britain, and I con-
ceived schemes for promoting a grand system of
emigration.  Nothing could be more palpably
imnocent than my first proposals, yet they were
opposed, and. from reflections springing out of the
nature of this opposition, I became convinced, that
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without parliamentary inquiry into the staté of the
Province, every effort towards liberal improvement
would be futile and vain. [ prolonged my stay till
the meeting of the Provincial parliament, that I
might press a reference of certain matters to the
Prince and Parliament at horhe. A vote of inquiry
was carried in the Commons House of Assémbly ;
but immediately afterwards a dispute having arisen
between that body and the Legislative Council,
the parliament was suddenly prorogued, its business
unfinished.

At this juncture, and without the shghtest idea
of evil, I advised the people to raise a subscription,
and send home Commissioners to intreat attention
from the Throne to the affairs of the Province. It
was necessary to hold a meeting of Deputies for
the purpese in view, and to this meeting I inad-
vertently gave the name of Convention, a name in
every-day use over America, and applied to all
sorts of meetings, both civil and sacred. On this
occasiony it proved to be—

“ A word of fear,
Unpleasant to the guilty ear.”

The Executive of Upper Canada took alarm.
In some districts, where the people had little in-
formation from newspapers, the most outrageous
opposition was set on foot by creatures in office ;
and, to cause a general panic, I was twice arrested,
and held to bail for appearance to answer charges
of seditious libel.

Notwithstanding all this, respectable Deputies
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were chosen throughout the greater part o.f the
Province, and they met openly in Convention at
York, the capital. ~ By this time, the Duke of
Richmond and his son-in-law had been announced
as Governor and Lieutenant-Governor of the Ca=
nadas. I conceived favourable impressions  of
their liberality, and judging that the agitation
excited, could not fail to impress serious notions of
the importance of inquiry, advised the Convention
to refer its cause to the Lieutenant-Governor and
General Assembly. After this, I stood two trials,
and was twice honourably acquitted.  The people
were now sanguine that all would go well, when,
to their astonishment; the Lieutenant-Governor
having met the parliament, hinted that sedition
existed, and procured a law to prevent, in future,
meetings by deputy. ' The discontent created by
these measures, libelling the most loyal men, and
without any proof of necessity circumscribing ge=
neral liberty, was universal ; yet, nothing more was
resolved on by the people, but to clear the House
of Assembly, at next election, of members who had
balked their expectations. - To me, who indulged
the anxious hope of being allowed to develop my
views, and point out a practicable plan, by which
many thousands of the idle poor of England could
be annually transported into Canada, with profit
to the nation, and comfort to themselves, the dis-
appointment was cruelly provoking; but it was
far from rendering me hopeless of ultimate success.
I had resolved to establish myself in the Provincé
as a land-agent, &c. and was now treating for a
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house in which to commence business, when, lo!
I was arrested by the Sheriff, carried before a party
of my most virulent political enemies, and served
with an order to quit the Province, merely because
a wretch was found base enough to swear that I
was a seditious person.

To have obeyed this order would have proved
ruinous to the business, for which, at great ex-
pense, and with much trouble, 1 had qualified
myself: it would have been a tacit acknowledg-
ment of guilt, whereof I was u nconscious ; it would
have been a surrender of the noblest British right
it would have been holding light my natural alle-
giance : it would have been a declaration that he
Bill of Rights was a Bill of Wrongs. I resolved
to endure any hardship rather than to submit vo-
luntarily. . Although I had written home that I
meant to leave Canada for England in a few weeks,
I now acquainted my family of the cruel delay,
and stood my ground, till I was a second time ar-
rested, and forthwith committed to remain in jail
for eight months, without bail or mainprize.

The impressions made on the public by this
strange proceeding were such, that'it was intimated
from various quarters, that if I chose, the jail
should be pulled down for my relief, a step which,
of course, I opposed.

My enemies, now feeling that they had gone
too far; laboured, by artful addresses to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, to impress an opinion upon the
public mind that some of my writings were sedi-
tious : “but this conduct only exposed to fuller
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view the malevolence by which they were actus
ated. « All hope of convicting me of crime seemed
to die away, and after three months confinement, it
was whispered that I should not be tried for sedi-
tion, but, simply, for not having obeyed the order
to quit the Province. This I could not believe
possible. In the mean time, I instituted a suit for
false imprisonment, and wrote off to various quar=
ters for legal advice. From Montreal—From Edin-
burgh-from London, the replies of most respecta=
ble lawyers were uniform, that my imprisonment
wasillegal ; and the late Sir Arthur Piggott declared,
that not only should the Chief Justice of Upper
Canada have granted my liberty, applied for by
writ of Habeas €orpus, but that a good action lay
against the magistrates who had imprisoned me.
Among the matters which the Convention had
in view was one, to call the Royal attention to a
promise held out to the Militia during war, that
grants of land should be made to them in recom-
pense for their extraordinary exertions. It had
been the policy of the United States to hold out
offers of land to their troops who invaded Canada,
—offers, without which they could not have raised
anarmy for that purpose, and these offers had been
punctually and liberally fulfilled, the moment that
peace was restored. On the British side, three
years had passed away without attention to a
promise which- the Canadian militia kept in mind,
not only as it concerned their interest, but their
honour. While the Convention trusted the con.
sideration of mquiry to the Lieutenant-Governor




GENERAL INTRODUCGTION. xi

and Assembly, they ordered an address to be sent
home to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent,
as a matter of courtesy and respect, having annexed
to it the rough sketch of an address originally in-
tended to be borne home by a commission, in which
sketch the neglect of giving land to the Militia was,
among other matters, pointed out. This sketch,
too, having been printed in America, found its way
into British newspapers.

In June, 1819, the Lieutenant-Governor of
Upper Canada, summoned the Assembly to meet
a second time, and in his speech, notified that he
had received an order from his Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, to grant land to-the Militia, but
that he himself should think it proper to withhold
such grant from those persons who had been mem-
bers of Convention. The injustice of this measure
was instantly in the mouth of every one, and the
very Sheriff who held me in charge scrupled not
to signify how it would go, should the province
again be invaded, while at that very moment it
was thought by many that a war with the United
States would grow out of theaffair of Ambristier.

The members of Convention had met at York,
prior to any law. to prevent the meeting of dele-
gates ! they had met in compliance with the de-
sire of many thousands of their fellow-subjects,
and were wholly unconscious of evib: they were
men of tried loyalty: they had held militia com-
missions during the war: some hiad been wounded,
some had been taken prisoners, and all: had’ behaved

well. Mostof them owned more laud than' they
2




xil GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

could dispose of, and any gift of land could be to
them, a mere pledge of approbation for duty per-
formed to their sovereign and country. Several
weeks passed away, while it was anxiously hoped
that the Assembly would mark its disapprobation
of the opening speech ; but approval was at last
carried by the speaker’s vote, and the Legislative
Council concurred in language the most direct and
submissive.

To me, such conduct secemed subversive of
every hope that Upper Canada could be retained
to Britain in the event of war, and to startle those
who so thoughtlessly put it in jeopardy into a
consideration of consequences, 1 seized my pen,
and called on God to assist my endeavours. My
writing, when published, was voted by the As-
sembly to be libel, and the Lieutenant-Governor
was solicited to order prosecutions. The editor
of the newspaper, who had had the assurance of
a magistrate, that he should not be molested while
he had the manuscripts of authors to produce, and
who was on  this occasion wholly ignorant of what
was printed in his office, being 150 miles from
home, was seized in his bed during the middle of
the night, hurried to Niagara jail, and thence, next
morning, to that of York, where he was detained
many days out of the reach of friends to bail him.
After this he was led round the country nearly a
hundred miles, exposed to view as a malefactor of
the worst kind, all clearly for the purpose of work-
ing unfavourable impressions against him; and, to
be sure, he was finally convicted on a charge,
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which, from its nature, the author alone was com-
petent to repel*,

My treatment was still more wantonly cruel.
After two months close confinement in one of the
cells of the jail, my health had begun to suffer,
and, on complaint of this, the liberty of walking
through the passages and sitting at the door was
granted. This liberty prevented my getting worse
the four succeeding months, although I never en-
Joyed a day’s health, but by the power of medi-
cine. At the end of this period, I was again
locked up in the cell, cut off from all conversation

* Since the above was first published, I have observed it stated
in the newspapers, that the editor has been liberated from prison,
and is now again carrying on his business. Before his trial, I in-
treated him again and again to traverse, and let me have an oppor-
tunity of defending my own writing'; but it was in vain. - T then
begged of his lawyer, to defend his client on the argument used by
Mr, Erskine, in the case of Cuthell ; but all was to no purpose.
They were sanguine of success, and perhaps ambitious of appear-
ing champions of the press; but a weak jury headed by a petty
magistrate, gave that away, which the people in the United States,
who have, for twenty years past, disclaimed the very notion of
political libel, would sooner have lost their right armis than have
parted with. . No oné would punish slander: on private character
more severely than I would: men in power should always be
entitled, as well as others, to redress in a civil suit; but, to make
due reprobation of mal-administration in public affairs eriminal, is
what Ishall protest against while I have breath; and my first wish,
on returning to Upper Canada, shall bé to obtain a trial, and give
the people of that country, by dispassionate argument, a clear
view of the truth. I have in my possession a speech which was
written in expectation of being fairly tried, and that speech shall
be preserved for the purpose.
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with my friends, but through a hole in the door,
while the jailor or under sheriff watched what was
said, and for some time both my attorney and ma-
gistrates of my aecquaintance were denied admis-
sion to me. The quarter sessions were held soon
after this severe and unconstitutional treatment
commenced, and, on these occasions, it was the
custom and duty of the grand jury to perambulate
the jail, and see that all was right with the pri-
soners. I prepared a memorial for their consi-
deration, but, on this occasion, was not visited. I
complained to a magistrate through the door, who
promised to mention my case to the chairman of
the session ; but the chairman happened to be
brother of one of those who had signed my com-
mitment, and the court broke up without my ob-
taining the smallest relief.

Exasperation of mind now joined to the heat of
the weather, which was excessive, rapidly wasted
my health and impaired my faculties. 1 felt my
memory sensibly affected, and could not connect
my ideas through any length of reasoning, but by
writing, which many days I was wholly unfitted
for by the violence of continual head-ache. Fms«
mediately before the sitting of the assizes, the
weather became cool, so that I was able to apply
constantly for three days, and finish a written de-
fence, on every point likely to be questioned on
the score of seditious libel. 1 also prepared a fors
mal protest against any verdiet which might pass

against me, as subject to the statute, under colour
of which I was confined.
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It was again reported, that 1 should be tried
only as to the fact of refusing to leave the province,
A state of nervous irritability, of which 1 was not
then sufficiently aware, deprived my mind of the
power of reflection on the subject: 1 was seized
with a fit of convulsive laughter, resolyed not to
defend such a suit, and was perhaps rejoiced that
I might be even thus set at liberty from my hor-
rible situation. On being called up for trial, the
action of the fresh air, after six weeks close con.
finement, produced the effect of intoxication. [
had no coantrol over my conduct, no sense of con-
sequence, nor little other feeling but of ridicule
and disgust for the court which countenanced such
a trial. At one moment I had a desire to protest
against the whole proceeding ; but, forgetting that
L had a written protest in my pocket, I struggled
in vain to call to mind the word protest, and in
another moment the whole train of ideas which
led to the wish had vanished from my mind.
When the verdict was returned, that I was guilty
of having refused to leave the province, I had fors
got for what I was tried, and affronted a Juryman
by asking if it was for sedition*.

Gentlemen, these are melancholy particulars, and

* Thejury, in this case, was notoriously packed. To guard
against the effects of this as much as possible, T had, ‘in the ex-
peetation of trial for libel, obtained lists of inimical jurymen, and
had people willing to appear in court to swear that many of them
had prejudged me openly in the ran¢our of party dispute. Thesa
lists were handed to me through the door, before and during the
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I certamly
As they

ation and spirit of governing in

so ‘far ‘as they concern myself on'y,
should be inclined to conceal them.

concern the legisl

a British province, 1 have thought it my duty ‘t0
offer the counsideration of them to thcj public,
prior to submitting the same to the Prince and

i i i i need.
assizes; but all caution and care forsook me in the time of

My fate, I believe, was determined by a misconstruction of.‘lhe
judge of the word ¢ Inhabitant.” To the best of my recollection;
this was defined to mean a person who had paid taxes, orper:
formed statute labour on the roads! . Will it be believed that an
Englishman started the question as to this simple word of his
mother tongue, which, in law, has no peculiar meaning, and
which, in.common sense, as well as by derivation, means simply
a dweller in ? The reader will find it applied in this book to wild
beasts of Canada. The Englishman spoken of had dined with me
at the same table for weeks together, had lived with mein the same
village for months  together, and knew perfectly well that I had
dwelt in the province more than a year before my arrest;
but every thing is sacrificed when prejudice, pique, or self-infe-
resttake the sway. This man’s name stands in my lists for having
prejudged me; yet, Judaslike, he came to the door of my cell,
and shook hands through the small ‘aperture, a few days before
my condemnation. As to the sheriff of Niagara, he has beena
half-pay officer ever since the American war; and though  his
half-pay could be received only on oath, that he enjoyed no
office under government, he has for a long series of years drawn
a handsome salary as his majesty’s sheriff. . The chief-justice
Powell enjoys posts and pay out of my count, and at the will
of the king, (i. e. the governor) may, on the shortest notice,
be turned off the bench, and deprived of his pay.

These truths will throw light upon my shocking treatment, and
the state of Upper Canada.
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Parliament of this country, for which purpose I
more especially came home. It is my wish to
return to Upper Canada, and to stand any fair
trial for alleged crime: it is my wish to promote
the settlement of that province with British sub-
Jects; but what British subject of spirit would
settle in a country, whete, in a moment, ke may
have to bow to arbitrary power, or be turned
adrift into a foreign land, the sport of calumny,
injured in health, and ruined in the fair expectation
of doing well for his family ?

I annex a copy of the statute, under colour of
which I was imprisoned and banished, together
with the order served upon me to quit the pro-
vince, after having resided there more than a year,

When these documents are examined, in con-
nexion with the above statement, I shall ask the
public to consider whether there is not reason for

INSTANT PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY,
and if such inquiry is instituted, I PLEDGE
MYSELF TO SHEW THAT UPPER CA-
NADA, INSTEAD OF COSTING THIS
COUNTRY A LARGE SUM OF MONEY
TO MAINTAIN IT, COULD YIELD AN.-
NUALLY A HANDSOME REVENUE TO
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT : THAT IN-
STEAD OF REMAINING THE POOREST,

b
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IT MAY SPEEDILY BECOME THE RICH-
EST PART OF NORTH AMERICA : THAT
IT MAY THIS VERY YEAR GIVE EM-
PLOYMENT AND BREAD TO 50,000 OF
THE POOR INHABITANTS OF BRITAIN;
AND, FOR MANY YEARS TO COME,
AFFORD ANNUALLY A SIMILAR DRAIN
FOR REDUNDANT POPULATION: LAST-
LY, THAT IT MAY BE MADE A PERMA-
NENT AND SECURE BULWARK TO THE
BRITISH EMPIRE, INSTEAD OF BEING
A LURE TO ITS INVASION AND DOWN-
FALL.

These, Gentlemen, are bold assertions : but they
are not only bold, they are rational and sincere ;
and they proceed from a mind which has been
devoted for two years to reflections on the subject
—a mind which has sustained itself under every
reasonable trial, and which has not yet entirely
sunk beneath the most odious persecution.

ROBERT GOURLAY.
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- An Act Jor the better securing this Province against
[ all seditious Attempts or Designs to disturb the
Tranquillity thereof. (Passed 9th March, 1804. )
; WHEREAS it is necessary to protect his Ma- Preamble.
F esty’s subjects of this Province from the insidious
[} ittempts or designs of evil-minded and seditious
£, 'ersons; and, whereas much danger may arise to
N he public tranquillity thereof, from the unre-
trained resort and residence of such persons
" herein: Be it therefore enacted, by the King’s
A Jost excellent Majesty, by and with the advice

E nd conseant of the Legislative Council and As-

G 'mbly of the Province of Upper Canada, con-

v ituted and assembled by virtue of, and under the

ithority of an act passed in the Parliament of

reat Britain, intituled “ An Act to repeal certain '
@ wrts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of his

ajesty’s reign, entituled, ¢an Act for making more
el

o fectual Provision for the Government of the Pro-
v nce of Quebec, in North America, and to make

ly rther Provision for the Government of the said

Gover-
" and by the authority of the same, That, nor, &e.
% > empower-
. . . . . 1 = »
m and after the passing of this Act, it shall and vlrl to au -
E . thorize
Sy y#a e PR . : (0~ certain
1y be lawful for the Governor, Lieutenant-Go ot
. e . S, . ~ arrest of-
YROT,y or person administering the government of Fonders
g . . p . . - against
15 Province, Jor the Members of the Legislative s wct.

‘ovince,’

d Executive Councils, the .J udges of his Majesty’s
b 2
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Court of King’s Bench, for the time being, respec.
= tively, or for any person or Persons authorized in

that behalf, by an instrument under the hand and

seal of the Governor, Lieutenant- Governor, or per-

son administering the government for the time being,

or any one 0r More of them, jointly or separately|

by warrant or warrants, under his or their hand

—

and seal, or hands and seals, to arvest any persl

or persons not having been an inhabitant or inhe
bitants of this Province for the space of swv montl

next preceding the date of such warrant or warrant

-—

or not having taken the oath of allegiance to o

Sovereign Lord the King, who by words, actions,
other behaviour or conduct, hath or have ende

voured, or hath or have given just cause (o SUSPER,

that he, she, or they, is or are about to endeavour|
alienate the minds of his Majesty’s subjects of th
Province from his person or government, or in @
wise with a seditious intent to disturd the t:mtgui!li{
thereof, to the end that such person or persons shi
forthwith be brought before the said person or P
sons so granting such warrant or warranits aguaiify
him, her, or them, or any other person or pers

duly « iz : R = .
ol ly authorized to grant such warrant or wart

to depart e ael £ .

1, s by virtue of this act ; and if such person or pers
vince, oOr A A ¢ ; =

i e not being such inhabitant or inhabitants as @fo"

rity, &ec. : AT : 5 ]
said, or not having taken such oath of allegian
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"shall not give to the person or persons so granting
‘such warrant or warrants, or so authovized as
aforesaid, before whom he, she, or they shall be
brought, full and complete satisfaction that his, her,
‘or their words, actions, conduct, or behaviowr had
no such tendency, or were not intended to promote
r encourage disaffection to his Majesty’s person or
jovernment, it shall and may be lawful for each or
my of the said persons so gramting such warrant
W warrants, or so authorized as aforesaid, and he
ind they is and are hereby required to deliver an
vrder or orders, in writing, to such person or per-
wons, not being such inkabitant or inhabitants as
vforesaid, or not having taken such oath of alle-
liiance, requiring of him, her, or them, to depart this
Wrovince within a time to be limited by such order
ir orders, or if it shall be deemed expedient that he,
they or they, should be permitted to remain in this
wrovince, to requirve from him, her, or them, good
wnd  sufficient security, to the satisfaction of the
person or persons acting under the authority hereby
jiven, for his, her, or their good belaviour, during
18, her, or their continuance therein.

LI. And be it further enacted, by the authority
yforesaid, That if any person or persons not being
such inhabitant or inhabitants as aforesaid, or not

paving taken such oath of allegiance, who by any

Time for
Offenders
leaving
the Pro-
vinee may
be enlarg-
ed.
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order or orders so delivered to him, her, or them,
is or are required to depart this province withina
time limited by that order, should, by sickness o
other impediment, be prevented from paying dug
obedience to the same, it shall and may be lawful
for the person or persons who hath or have issued
such order or orders as aforesaid, or for any othe
person or persons as aforesaid authorized by this
act so to do (the person or persons acting
under the authority hereby given, being first s

tisfied that such impediment by sickness, or other

wise, ought to be admitted as a reason for such
order as aforesaid not having been obeyed), by
indorsement in writing upon the said -order o
orders, or otherwise in writing, to enlarge the time
specified in the said order, or orders, from time {tf
time, as occasion may require ; and if any persi
or persons so having been required or ordered
quit this Province as aforesaid, and not having ob
tained an enlargement of such time, in manid
herein before specified, shall be found at larg
therein, or return thereunto, after the time limitel
by any or either of such orders, without licend
from the Governor, Lieutenant-(GGovernor, or per
son administering the government for the timt
being in that behalf, or in case any person or per

sons who shall have been served with any or eithe
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of such order or orders as aforesaid, or who shall
have been permitted to remain in this Province,
upon such security as aforesaid, shall by words,
actions, or otherwise, endeavour, or give just
cause to suspect, that he, she, or they, is or are
about to endeavour to alienate the minds of his
Majesty’s subjects of this Province from his person
or. government, or in anywise with a seditious
intent to disturb the tranquillity thereof, it shall
and may be lawful for any one or more of the said
person or persons so authorized by this act as
aforesaid ; and ‘he and they is and are hereby re-
quired by warrant or warrants under his or their
hand and seal, or hands and seals, to commit such
person or persons so remaining at large or returning
into this Province without such licence as afore-
said, or so endeavouring or giving cause to suspect
that he, she, or they, is or are about to endeavour
50 to alienate the minds of his Majesty’s subjects
of this Province, or in anywise with a seditious
intent to disturb the tranquillity thereof, to the com-
mon jail, or to the custody of the Sheriff of the
district, in such districts in which there shall be
o jail at that time, there to remain, without bail
or mainprize, unless delivered therefrom by special
order from the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or

person administering the government for the time

xXii

Such
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being, until he, she, or they can be pmsccntod for
such offence in his Majesty’s Court of King’s
Bench, or of Oyer and Terminer and general jail
delivery in this province, or under any special
commission of Oyer and Terminer to be issued by
the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or person ad-
ministering the government of this Province for the
time being; and if such person or persons, not
being such inhabitant or inhabitants as aforesaid,
or not having taken such oath of allegiance, shall
be duly convicted of any of the offences herein-
before described, in either of the said courts respec-
tively, he, she, or they shall be adjudged by such
court forthwith to depart this Province, or to be
imprisoned in the common jail, or be delivered
over to the custody of the sheriff in such districts
in which there shall be no jail at that time, fora
time to be limited by such judgment, and at the
expiration of that time, to depart this Province;
and if such person or persons so convicted as
aforesaid, shall remain in this Province, or return
thereinto, after the expiration of the time to be
limited by the said judgment, without licence
from the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or person
administering the government for the time being,
in that behalf first had and obtained, such person

or persons, on being duly convicted of so remain-
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g or returning, before either of the said courts,
shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall suffer
death as a felon, without benefit of clergy. Pro-
vided always, that if, in the execution of the
powers hereby given, any question shall arise,
touching or concerning the space of time during
which any person or persons shall have been an
inhabitant or inhabitants of this Province, previous
to any warrant or warrants having been issued
against him, her, or them, or touching or concern-
ing the fact of any person or persons having taken
such oath of allegiance, the proof shall, in all
sucl cdases, lay on the party or parties against
whom any such warrant or warrants shall, in virtue
of the powers hereby given, have been granted or
issued.

[T1. And be it further enacted, by the authority
aforesaid, That if any person or persons, at any

time shall be sued or prosecuted for any thing by

him or them done in pursuance, or by colour of

this act, or of any matter or thing therein contained,
such action or prosecution shall be commenced
within three calendar months next after the offence
shall have been committed, and such person or
persons may plead the general issue, and give the
special matter in evidence for his, her, or their de-

fence, and if, upon trial, a verdict shall pass for the

XXV
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defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plain
tiffs shall become non-suited, or shall discontinue
his, her, or their suit, or prosecution, or if judgment
be given for the defendant or defendants, upon de-
murrer or otherwise, such defendant or defendants
shall have treble costs to him or them awatded,

against the plaintiff or plaintiffs.

ORDER OF COMMITMENT.

George the Third, by the Grace of God of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
King, Defender of the Faith, §c. To our She-
riff of the District of Niagara, Keeper of the
Jail therein, or to the Jailor thereof, greefing.

WHEREAS,byanact of the Provincial Parliament
of Upper Canada, passed in the forty-fourth year
of our reign, intituled, ¢ An Act for the better se-
curing this Province against all seditious Attempts
or Designs: to disturb the tranquillity thereof,”
it is enacted that—[here that part of the act recited
which is printed above in italics. |

And, whereas, we, William Claus and William
Dickson, each a member of our Legislative Coun-
cil, of the said province of Upper Canada, duly
authorized in and by virtue of the said act, did, on
the information and complaint of Isaac Swayze,

+
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one of the members of the House of Assembly,
on oath made before the said William Dickson,
that one Robert Gourlay, now in the town of
Niagara, in the County of Lincoln, in said Pro-
vince, who, the said Isaac Swayze believes to have
no particular or fixed place of-residence, is an evil-
minded and seditious person, and that the public
tranquillity of said Province may be endangered by
the unrestrained residence of such a person, and
that the said Robert Gourlay, by words, actions,
writings, and other behaviour, hath endeavoured,
and is endeavouring to alienate the minds of our
subjects in this Province from our person and
government, and that the said Robert Gourlay, 'if
in his power, from his language, words, and writ-
ings, is endeavouring to raise a rebellion against
our government in this Province, and that Isaac
Swayze verily believes that the said Robert Gour-
lay has not been an inhabitant for six months pre-
ceding the date of said information, and had not,
at the time of said information, taken the oath of
allegiance to us: and, whereas, a warrant was grant-
ed and tested in the name of the said William Dick-
son and William Claus, dated the 19th day of
December, now last past, and directed to the She-
riff of our district of Niagara, requiring him to
arrest the said Robert Gourlay, to the end, that he
might be brought before the said William Dickson
and William Claus, or either of them ; and, whereas,
the said Robert Gourlay was accordingly brought
up before the said William Dickson and William
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Claus, on the 2lst day of December, now last
past, and being examined, touching the said infor-
mation, and of and concerning his words, actions,
conduct, and behaviour; he did not give full
and complete satisfaction to the said William
Dickson and the said William Claus, that his
words, actions, conduct, and behaviour had no
such tendency; on the contrary, that these were
intended to promote disaffection to our person and
government ; and having given mno satisfactory
proof that he has been an inhabitant of the said
Province for the space of six months preceding the
date of such warrant, nor did he prove that he had
taken the oath of allegiance to us, as by the said
act is mentioned ; and, whereas, the said William
Dickson and William Claus did thereupon deem
it inexpedient, under the provisions of the said act,
that the said Robert Gourlay should be permitted
to remain in this Province; and did adjudge that
the said Robert Gourlay should depart this Pro-
vince of UUpper Canada, on or before the first day of
January next ensuing thereof, and he was required
so to depart this Province, by an order in writing
to that effect, and personally delivered to him, at
the Court House for said district, on the said 21st
day of December, now last past.

And, whereas, information hath been given,
that the said Robert Gourlay hath not departed
this Province on or before the 1st day of January
instant, the time limited in the said order in writ-
g, but still abides and is at large therein.
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These are, therefore, in pursuance of the said
before recited act, to authorize and require you, if
the said Robert Gourlay shall be found at large in
yeur district, to commit him to the common jail
thereof, there to remain without bail or main-
prize, unless delivered therefrom, as the said act
directs.

Witness, William Claus and William Dickson,
Legislative Councillors as aforesaid, under the
hand and seal of each, this fourth day of January,
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hun-
dred and nineteen, and of our reign, the fifty-
ninth,

(Signed) WILLIAM DICKSON,
WILLIAM CLAUS.

SKETCH OF A PETITION

To the Honourable the Commons of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 1~
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED?,

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.
HUMBLY SHEWETH,
That your Petitioner is a native of the parish of
Ceres, (and) IN THE county of Fife (North Britain),
IN SCOTLAND, and thence conceives himself en-

* The words printed in capitals were added, those in small
type, and enclosed in a circumflex, were omitted in the real peti-
tion,
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titled to all the constituticnal privileges of a Bri-
tish subject.

That your Petitioner was born to the inheritance
of considerable landed estates, and did entertain,
till the year 1815, fair hopes of independent for-
tune :—that then, in the 88th year of his age, being
married, and having five children, he found him-
self, by causes which he could neither foresee nor
prevent, sunk into a state of precarious depend-
ence :—that, after more than a year’s reflection, he
resolved to visit Upper Canada, where he had some
landed property and many friends, to ascertain
whether he might not, with propriety, remove his
family thither :—that, after a few months residence
in that country, he (became enamoured of) WAS PLEAS-
Ep witH the natural excellence of its soil and
climate,—saw prospects of providing comfortably
for his family, and cherished schemes for render-
ing Upper Canada a comfortable refuge for the
redundant population of England :—that, to qualify
himself the better to represent at home the true
state of the province, he resolved to prolong his
stay, and by extended inquiry did greatly increase
his knowledge of the actual state of its affairs.

That he then discovered political restraints on
the prosperity of Upper Canada, which rendered
it altogether inferior to the United States as a place
of settlement, and such mismanagement on the
part of the executive GovERNMENT with regard
to emigrants from Britain, as blasted every hope,
unless (great) cONs1DERABLE changes could be
effected.

1=
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That his first intention, after being fully ap-
prized of these restraints and this mismanagement,
was to proceed home and state the truth to the
ministers of this country ; but, doubtful of his in-.
dividual representation being listened to, he recom-
mended the inhabitants to petition their parliament
for inquiry into the state of the province, and for a
commission to go home with the result to the
Prince and Parliament of Britain :—that this mea-
sure was actually moved and carried in the As-
sembly, buta quarrel presently afterwards arising
between the different branches of the legislature,
parliament was hastily prorogued.

That, on this juncture, your Petitioner being
more and more convinced of the great necessity of
examination, addressed the inhabitants of the pro-
vince, and recommended them to raise a fund by
subscription, for the purpose of sending home a
petition to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent,
to solicit the appointment of a commission from
England for that purpose,

That this proposal giving great offence to certain
persons in office, called down their resentment
upon your Petitioner, whom they caused to be
twice arrested, and tried upon charges of seditious
libel.

That your Petitioner, being twice honourably
acquitted, had then the fullest hope of succeeding
in his purpose, by offering to lay before the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, just arrived from England, his
view of what was essential to the prosperity of the
province, when, to his astonishment, a party in
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power not only succeeded in exciting prejudices
in the mind of the Lieutenant-Governor against
your Petitioner, but wantonly libelled a great
portion of the inhabitants, and had a law enacted,
abridging public liberty, equally uncalled for, and
odious to the great body of the people.

That your Petitioner was after this on the point
of setting off for England when a conspiracy was
formed between three of his most notorious poli-
tical enemies to ruin his character, and prevent
his ever returning to Upper Canada. For this
purpose they pretended that your Petitioner was
subject to a provincial statute, [@ copy of which 1s

hereunto annexed,] which can only apply to aliens

and outlaws, and one of them scrupling not to
perjure himself to afford grounds for procedure,
they presented him with an order to quit the pro-
vince, upon his disobeying which they had him
arrested and committed to jail, [the order being
hereunto annexed.]

That your Petitioner, being thus situated, ap-
plied for liberation by writ of Habeas Corpus [the
whole process being hercunlo annexed]; but, being
remanded to jail by the Chief Justice of the pro-
vince, was detained there for nearly eight months.

That your Petitioner in this melancholy predi-
cament, had still the hope of clearing his character
from the base imputations of his enemies by a fair
submission of their charges to the sense and feeling
of a jury; and in the mean time having taken the
advice of Sir Arthur Piggott, and other lawyers of
eminence, as to the legality of his imprisonment,




had their decided opinions that it was not legal —
that the Chief Justice of Upper Canada was wrong
in not having granted liberation, and that those
who had caused the arrest, were subject to an
action of damages for false imprisonment,

That, nevertheless, the hopes of your Petitioner
were completely blasted. Before the day of trial,
his body and mind were so weakened by confine-
ment and exasperation from cruel, unnecessary,
and unconstitutional treatment in jail, that, on
being brought into the fresh air of the court, his
whole ideas ran into confusion, and he lost all
control over his conduet. A trial was brought
on, not for any crime, but merely to determine the
fact, that your Petitioner had refused to leave the
province. To such a trial, under ordinary circum-
stances, your Petitioner would, undoubtedly, have
demurred. As it happened, he, altogether insen-
sible of consequences, suffered the trial to proceed
till a sentence of banishment was pronounced
against him by the same Judge who detained him
n !)HMH-

(Your Petiticner desires to make 1o appeal to feeling on this

occasion: neither is there any need for investigation into conduct,

He desires that no consideration may rest on the palpable and
vile pretence that your Petitioner lud not been an inhabitant of

Upper Canada for six months, when it was notorious, that he had

resided there for more than double that period ; or, that he had
not taken the oath of allegiance, while at any moment of time he

would willin

have gone through that ceremony, had he consi-
dered it essential to constitutional protection. Your Petitioner
appeals to your Honourable House solely on the abstract question
of right, inherent in a native born Briton, to that plotectlo\z with=

e L,l

in his M: ajesty’s dominions, which the British people barg

c
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for in the claim of Rights, prior to the accession of the present

family to the throne.

Your Honourable House, in conjunction with the other branches
of the Legislature, pas‘std an Act, in the year 1791, empowering
his Majesty by and with the consent of a ngisl.ui\'e(‘uumzﬂ and
Assembly to make laws for the gnwrnl\mni of Upper Canada,
¢ during the continuance of this Act:” but your Petitioner has
no belief that it was the intention of this temporary Act to confer
a power on the Canadian Parliament of s:xpmriuting British sub-
jects, or, in any way to encroach on the fundamental lsriuciples
of the British Constitution.

Your Petitioner begs leave to refer your Honourable House to

the Act of the Canadian Parliament, under colour of which he
was imprisoned and banished. Your Honourable House, by
perusal of this Act, will see that its upph:-;uion to an untainted
British subject is by mere implication, and he trusts your Ho-
nourable House will determine, that constitutional right 1s not to
be overturned by such a breath.— Your Honourable House will
see that to make this Act upplicah{e to an untainted British sub-
ject, not only must the sacred bond of natural allegiance, with all
its mutual obligations between the sovereign and subject, be con-
sidered null and void, in Upper Canada, but, that a mere infer-
ence must determine as to the ceremony of taking the oath of
allegiance within the province. Vour Honourable House will see
that even a reductio ad absurdum flies in the face of such con-
struction, for, were this act really applicable to British subjects,
no individual could, with safety, proceed from the mother coun-
try to the colony : that even & pewly appointed governor might
be arrested and disgraced the moment he set his foot in Upper
Canada, or a whole army of British soldiers, destined for its de=
fence, be legally captured and imprisoned by a few perjured and
unblushing villains.

Vour Petitioner trusts that your Honourable House will not
only mark such monstrous absurdity, and set aside all question as
to ridiculous 1nference trenching on the boast and birthright of
Britons, but loudly declare, that, though, by express terms, an
untainted British subject had been made liable to this Act, yet
that no such Act could be held as constitutional and valid any more
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than a Provincial Act, to make sale of Upper Canada to a foreign
power. Your Petitioner, therefore. intreats that your Honourable
House will take this subject into serious consideration ; and shall
ever pray.)*

Your Petitioner has recounted these facts and
circumstances, not from any desire that your
Honourable House should interfere in matters of
Judicial process, or correct the rigour of executive
tyranny towards an individual. Your Petitioner
is now in the course of applying to his Majesty in
council, to take into consideration his particular
case,—to consult the law officers of the erown
thereupon,—to make inquiry into the cruel treat-
ment he received, and into the fact of his being
in that state which rendered him unfit to stand
up in a court of justice as his own advocate, so
that he may again be suffered to return to Upper
Canada, there to support, fairly and manfully, his
character, his principles, and opinions :—Your
Petitioner comes before your Honourable House
on public grounds alone, and pleads that the mere
abstract consideration of the annexed provincial
statute, taking it as intended to apply to unattainted
British subjects, and as it has in your Petitioner’s
case been applied, affords sufficient cause for in-
quiry on the part of your Honourable House into
the state of Upper Canada.

* The above, printed in small type, stood in the original cir-
CULAR as the continuation and conclusion of the first sketch
Petition. A second draught was made out with additions ;
and what was struck out of that draught, is printed in small type,
80 that the real Petition presented by Sir James Mackintosh te
the House of Commons 12th July, 1820, reads from beginning to
end in large type.

c2
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Your Honourable IHouse, in conjunction with
the other branches of the legislature, pass"d an
Act, in the year 1791, empowering his Majesty,
by and with the consent of a h_-gislutivc council
9.;1(1 assembly, to make laws for the government
of Upper Canada, during the continuance of this
Act: but your Petitioner has no belief that it
was the intention of this temporary act, o confer
a power on the Canadian Parliament, of expatri-
ating British subjects, or, in any way to encroach
on the fundamental principles of the British
constitution. It was the clear intention of that
act to convey to the people of Upper Canada, as
near as circumstances would permit, the constitu-
tion of Britain both in form and spirit. The re-
corded debates of Parliament, on passing the
Quebec Bill, bear ample testimony of this;
and General Simcoe, when he opened the first
Parliament of Upper Canada, in his capacity of
Lieutenant-Governor of that province, expressly
declared, that ¢ the constitution then granted, was
the very image and transcript of the British con-
stitution.’

(Let it be supposed for a moment that a Bill was brought into
your Honourable House, to enact a law by which on mere alle-
gation any subject of his Majesty might be deprived of his right
of habeas corpus, imprisoned, and altimately banished from his
native country, without a tinge of crime, what would be said?
or, were it really enacted, what might not be done? Surely there
would be an end to the constitution, and the.social compact might
be broken up. But if the Imperial Parliament could not go so
far :—if by such an attempt the mass of the people would be
entitled to interfere, and reorganize the constitution, there can be
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no doubt that a subordinate legislature eould not do so; ar, if
doing so, ought immediately to be checked by the superior
power.

Your Petitioner is aware that in some parts of his Majesty’s
dominions very arbitrary measures are resorted to by the execu-
tive, in thrusting out even British subjects without even alleged or
convicted crime; but these dominions have no free and settied
constitution, and they are held for very different purposes than
the Canadian provinces. They have been dedicated to special
purposes —to the use and benefit of trading companies, and to
the ensuring of monopolies deemed necessary for increasing the
store of national wealth. In these dominions the power per-
mitted and used may be compared to that which individuals
possess of excluding others from their dwelling-houses and work-
shops; but in his Majesty’s Canadian dominions, neither neces-
sity nor policy demand such licence : nay, itis the very reverse:
there, population is the stable of the land : the settlement of
British subjects, there, constitates the strength and value of do-
minion, and their free ingress and egress must alone insure to
his Majesty the sovereignty of that quarter of the world.)

At the present moment, when emigration from
this country is at all hands allowed to be essential
to relieve distress, how mischievous must be even
the report that a native born British subject may
be arrested, detained long in prison, and banished
from Upper Canada without the shadow of crime,
the moment he sets foot on its soil ; surely your
Honourable House will see the propriety of coun-
teracting the effect of such report, to which the
undue triumph of erring power, over an individual,
has given credit and strength.

(Surely, for the public good, your Honourable House may de-
clare by resolution and address, that British emigrants are not
subject to the provincial statute in question ;—that it can affect

only aliens and outlaws ; and, in its tenor regards local, not na-

T
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‘ tural allegiance.  Such declared construction of the statute
{ would free the provincial legislature from the ruprouch of having
{ encroached on constitutional principle, and give confidence to
"" | people of this country, who are vonwn'.plating a removal to the

province of Upper Canada, of all His Majesty’s foreign posses-

sions the most capable of receiving an increase of inhabitants with

comfort to the individuals, and advantage to the nation. Your
Petitioner further pleads that there is urgent cause for inquiry into
the state of Upper Canada, on other grounds than those above set
forth.)

The Chancellor of the Exchequer has this ses-
sion told your Honourable House, that, * the
zin North American Provinces of Great Britain bad
been so overloaded with emigrants, that the go-
vernment of Canada had made the strongest re-
monstrances to this government on the subject.”
Your Petitioner, residing and travelling in Upper
Canada for two years, had sufficient opportunities
of observing how the country came to be over-
loaded with emigrants, and how many of the
emigrants suffered misery. It arose from misma-
nagement, want of contrivance, and, perhaps, want
of knowledge on the part of those who had the
direction of affairs. Your Petitioner states this
freely and firmly, as he feels it his duty to do;
and he is willing, at the bar of your Honourable
House, or elsewhere, to set forth practicable plans,
by which ten times the number of people who
have ever, in one year, emigrated to Canada, may
be annually transported thither, and comfortably

settled.
Your Petitioner therefore humbly entreats that
the state of Upper Canada, as it concerns emigra-




g

GENERAL

INTRODUCTION.

tion, may be taken into the serious consideration

of your Honourable House.
And, as in duty bound, will ever pray,

ROBERT GOURLAY.

NOTE.—The following extracts from Sir Michael Forster's
Crown Law, are to the point, while iuwsrig:mn: the legal and
constitutional construction of the above provincial statate, They
will shew that the act refers to local not natural allegiance, and
therefore cannot affect a natural born subject. Page 60, 3d edi-
tion—¢ It is not in the power of any private subject to shake off
his allegiance and to transfer it to a foreign Prince. Nor is it in
the power of any foreign Prince, by naturalizing or employing a
subject of Great Brilain, to dissolve the bond of allegiance be-
tween that subject and the crown.”

Page 183. “ With regard to natural-born subjects there can
be no doubt. They owe allegiance to the Crown at all times and
in all places, This is what we call natural allegiance in contra=
distinction to that which is local. The duty of allegiance, whe-
ther natural or local, is founded in the relation the person standeth
in to the Crown, and in the privileges he deriveth from that rela=
tion. Local allegiance is founded in the protection a foreigner
enjoyeth for his person, his family, or effects, during his residence
here ; and it ceaseth whenever he withdraweth with his family
and effects. Natural allegiance is founded in the relation every
man standeth in to the Crown, considered as the head of that
society whereof he is born @ member ; and on the peculiar privi-
leges he deriveth from that relation, which are, with great pro=
priety, .called his birthright. This birthright nothing but his own
demerit can deprive him of : it is indefeasible and perpetual ; and,
consequently, the duty of allegiance, which ariseth out of it, and
18 inseparably connected with it, is, in consideration of law,
likewise unalienable and perpetual.”

Page 188. <« Protection and allegiance are reciprocal obligas
tions,”

XXXIX
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i PROCESS TO PROCURE ENLARGE-
2 i MENT.
To the Honourable William Dummer Powell, Chief
Justice of the Court of King's Bench of Upper
Canada, and the rest of the Justices of the said
Court, or any one of them.
A
THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY, Esq.
HuMBLY SHEWETH,
TuaT your Petitioner is now a prisoner in the
r Jail of Niagara District, by virtue of a warrant of

Commitment, whereof a copy is annexed.

That your Petitioner, humbly apprehending he
is not a person of that description against whom
such warrant can legally be issued, as he believes
will fully appear from the affidavits annexed, and,
inasmuch as he has not heretofore been called upon,
or had an opportunity of shewing the fact, prays
for a writ of Habeus Corpus, and, as bound in duty,
will pray.

Dated at the Jail of Niagara, the 13th day of
January, 1819.

(Signed) RoBeErT GOURLAY.

Witness, Wm. Kerg,
JouNx MorrarT. $
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AFFIDAVITS.

Districtof Perer Hamivrrox, of the township
Niagara, > of Niagara, in the province of Upper
viz. .) Canada, maketh Oath and saith, that
he hath seen RoBErT GourrLav, Esq. lately in
the Jail of this district, and that he knew the same
person and his connexions and friends heretofore
in Britain ; and that he was there respected, es-
teemed, and taken to be a British subject; and
that he is so this Deponent verily believes is no-
toriously true in this district.
(Signed) P. H. HamiLToN.
Sworn before me, the S)llle
day of Jan. 1819,
J ]’.S

ArLex. HamirTon, J.

_\":'rrgm-n? VoBERT GOURLAY maketh Oath and
Distriet, > saith, that he is, by birth, a British sub-
viz. S.im-i'. that he hath taken ‘the Oath of
Allegiance to our Lord the present King of Great
Britain, and that he has been an inhabitant of the
province of Upper Canada now more than a year
preceding the date of the warrant first issued
against him by the Hon. William Dickson and
William Ciaus, Esq. and referred to in that,
whereof a copy is annexed.
(Signed) RoBr:rT GOURLAY.
Sworn before me, this 15th
day of Jan. 1819.
(Signed) Wm.J. Kerg,J. P.
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District qfa RoserT HaMILTON, of Queenston
Niagara, ¢ in said district, Esq. maketh Oath
viz. S and saith, that Robert Gourlay, Esq.
who is now confined in the Jail of this dis-
trict, has been domiciliated at Queenston, in
the province of Upper Canada, more than nine
months next preceding the date of this deposition ;
and this Deponent further maketh Oath and saith,
that he hath always understood and verily believes
the said Robert Gourlay to be a natural born sub-
ject of Great Britain.
(Signed) RosBerT HAMILTON.
Sworn before me, this 12th day
of Jan, 1819.
(Signed) JamEs KErBY, J. P.

WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS.

GeorGeE THE THirD, by the

Upper Canada, Grace of God, of the United

Home District, Kingdom of Great Britain and

to wit. Ireland, King, Defender of the
Faith, &ec.

To the keeper of our Jail of Niagara greeting.—

We command you that you have the body of

Robert Gourlay, Esq. detained in prison under your
custody as it is said under safe and secure conduct,
together with the day and cause of his being taken
and detained by whatsoever name he may be called
in the same, before the Hon. Wm. Dummer
Powell, our Chief Justice of our Province aforesaid,
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at his Chambers, in York, in the Home District
of our said Province iumu'(lintvl_y after the receipt
of this Writ, to do, submit, and receive all and
singular those things which our Chief Justice shall
then and there consider of him in this behalf, and
have then there this Writ.—Witness, the Hon.
Dumumer Powewrr, our Chief Justice aforesaid,
at York, the twentieth day of January, in the fifty-
ninth year of our reign.

Per statutum tricesimo primo Caroli Secundi regis.

(Signed) Wwm. Dummer Powerw, C. J.

REMAND.
(Indorsed on the back of the above Writ.)

TuE within-named Robert Gourlay being brought
before me, at my chambers, at York, required to
be admitted to bail*, as not being a person subject
to the provisions of tlie Act of his Majesty, chap.
I.; and the warrant of commitment appearing to
be regular, according to the provisions of the Act
which does not authorize bail or mainprize, the
said Robert Gourlay is hereby remanded to the
custody of the sheriff of the district of Niagara,
and the keeper of the Jail therein, conformable to
the said warrant of commitment.

(Signed) Wwm. Dummer Powerr, C. J.

York, 8th February, 1819.

* This is not correct. The PRocESs was managed by an at-
torney, and was, verbatim, as above. I made no request to be
admitted to bail,
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SKETCH OF A PETITION.

_'I'() ,l';“ "]fux‘r‘ if‘q"!'f-f."f’f-! ,"5.".—'.’,3.(_‘-\'/..'/‘ (rr";()]i,(rfﬂ UEB
Fourth, Sovereign of th United I\'inyrlnm Qf
Great Britain and Ireland, &c. &c. ¥c. in
Council.

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY, Esq.

HumBLy SHEWETH,

TaaT your Petitioner is a native-born British
subject; and did, more than twenty years ago,
receive from his late Majesty a commission to
act as captain of volunteers, the confidence in-
dicated by which he never betrayed ; neither has
he ever been tainted by conviction of crime.

That, nevertheless, your Petitioner being in
Uppcr Canada, in the month of December, 1818,
was served with an Order to depart that Province,
upon refusing to obey which, he was committed
to jail by a second Order, issued by the same per-
sons, under colour of a statute of the Provincial
Parliament (@ copy of which, with the Order,
being hereunto annered ).

That your Petitioner applied to the Chief Jus-
tice of Upper Canada, by Writ of Habeas Corpus,
for eulargement, but was remanded to jail, and
detained there for nearly eight months (the Process
being hereunto annered): That, at the end of this
period, he was so weakened by confinement, and

3
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so exasperated by cruel treatment, being, for some
time denied free conversation not only with friends,
but magistrates of his acquaintance, and attorneys
employed to transact his law business, that he
suffered a trial to be brought on merely as to the
fact of his having refused to leave the Province,
which fact being established, he was banished by
the same judge who had detained him in prison,
and was obliged to take refuge in the United
States of America, twenty-four hours after the
sentence was pronouiced.

That your Petitioner has now come home for the
express purpose of submitting his case to your
Majesty and the Imperial Parliament, trusting that
due inquiry will be instituted, and that the con-
stitutional rights of a British subject will be main-
tained.

Your Petitioner believes, that, upon inquiry,
your Majesty will find that the Provincial Statute,
under colour of which your Petitioner was im-
prisoned and banished, never was meant to apply
to untainted British subjects; but, in fact, was
framed with a view to exclude from Upper Ca-
nada certain outlawed and expatriated persons,
who fled, or were allowed to depart from lreland,
after the rebellions of 1798 and 1803.

Your Petitioner is assured that, on the first
blush, your Majesty must be impressed with hor=
ror at the idea that an untainted British subject,
confiding in innocence, and proud of his.constitu-
tional privileges, should be immured in jail upon
the mere oath of an individual, and at last be
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thrust out of your Majesty’s dominions into a fo-
reign land, without even the shadow of crime being
proved against him.

But your Petitioner is still more assured that,
setting aside all regard to natural justice—all re-
gard to expediency, or any construction which
can be put on the Provincial Statute, that, that
Statute cannot possibly be applied to an untainted
British subject, without encroaching on those
sacred principles established at the revolution,
which placed your Majesty’s family on the Bri-
tish throne, without weakening the sacred bond
of natural allegiance, and exposing to ridicule the
rallying words of American loyalists—¢ The Unity
of the Empire.”

Your Petitioner cannot avoid taking opportu-
nity, on this occasion, to protest against attempts
which have been made to make your Majesty be-
lieve that a disloyal and seditious spirit prevails
among the people of Upper Canada. Your Peti-
tioner, during a residence of nearly two years in
that Province, had better opportunities of ascer-
taining facts upon this subject, than any other
person, and most solemnly declares that he never
could perceive the slightest symptom of such a
spirit. With regard to your Petitioner, individu-
ally, who has been branded by a party in power
with the epithet of ¢ factious,” he can declare,
before God, and he does so declare, that his whole
conduct in Upper Canada was guided by senti-
ments and impulses of a nature the very reverse
from sedition. He beheld, in that Province,
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public mismanagement stalking abroad,—rendering
abortive the most abundant offerings of nature,
and trampling down the best blessings of a liberal
and free constitution. He found weakness going
out in aid of mismanagement, and giving birth to
events which, accumulating, cannot fail to en-
danger the dominion of your Majesty in that quar-
ter of the world. He deplored this tendency. He
saw simple means by which Britain and Canada
could be indissolubly bound together for mutual
benefit. He was zealous,—he was enthusiastic in
the cause; and, though now suffering most bit-
terly from the effects of injustice and persecution,
would exert his last breath in calling attention to
this subject.

He, now, therefore, most earnestly solicits that
your Majesty may be graciously pleased to order
the law officers of the crown to consult, and report
as to the liability of British subjects to be impri-
soned in and banished from Upper Canada, as your
Petitioner has been; and that your Majesty, in
council, will take into consideration the whole
state of that province.

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray.

I do not know that my book could be introduced
better than by the above circurar. It comes
briskly upon the ground ; and, here, we find one
member of parliament proclaiming ¢ the distress

“.
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of the coundry,”’ and suggesting as a remedy, * an
. . ; . r o LSS
emigration to our colonies in North Amerwcea;

while another states how ¢ extremely anxious the

people were lo emigrate ;" but that they were
destitute of means.”’ The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer declares, that his majesty’s ministers
were disposed to adopt every measure which could
really contribute to the relief of the distresses of the
labouring classes ;7 but states, that the North
American colonies had been so overloaded with emi-
grants, that the government of Canada had made
the strongest remonstrances on the subject. He was
not prepared to submit a plan, but said it would be
wise to wait for some account of the progress of the
colony at the Cape of Good Hope.”” 1 then step
in, and assert, that, “ by proper management, even
people destitute of means could be comfortably settled
in Upper Canade;”’ and, by a formal and solemn
declaration, in a petition presented to the House of
Commons, undertake to ¢ set forth practicable
plans, by which ten times the number of people who
have ever, in one year, emigrated to Canada, may
be annually transported thither, and comfortably
settled.”

This is my position, and it is this which the
present work contemplates to maintain.

More than three years of my life have been
devoted to this subject. My fortune, my character,
my health, have suffered in the cause; and all that
I now want is a patient hearing from the British
public. My book is not one of amusement. Bu-
siness is its aim; and that business surely of the
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most pressing import. All parties allow that emis
gration is one way by which distress may be miti-
gated ; but a specific plan is wanted for rendering
it practicable on a great scale, which will not put
the country to expence. My plan affects to ac-
complish this even with a profit to the country.

As the cIRCWLAR was not intended for its pre-
sent use,—as it narrates some of my proceedings,
and so far discloses my situation, but does not
complete what is now necessary,—as the lapse of
time has given rise to remarks and reflections,—as
various occurrences have happened, but, above all,
that extraordinary one which has arrested the at-
tention of the whole world, and deafened the ear
of this country to every other subject,—I trust the
reader will be indulgent while 1 bring up my nar-
rative, illustrate and explain what may be doubt-
ful, or is imperfect, and add what may be necessary
to a full and clear understanding of the nature and
object of this work.

I left Edinburgh the 2d June, trusting that my
petitions to Parliament and to the King in coun-
cil, being presented, and this volume published, I
might return to Scotland in a month at farthest.

On the 6th, being put down at my accustomed

lodging-house, in Bouverie-street, the first words of

my landlord were ¢ the Queen, sir, has landed at

Dover, and is expected in town this evening.”

A few days were wasted in anxious expectation

that the royal quarrel would be prudentially settled ;

but every day lessening the hope of this, I resolved

to economize, by taking a private room in the
d
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suburbs, and sit down with patience, till the issue
of the mighty contest. Four months having gone
by, I still sit in patience; for why should any one
fret, when the whole nation is subjected to the same
calamity ? Calamity ! No: let us think better of the
ways of Providence, under which, if we resolutely
strive to do our parts well, good will invariably
follow. My persecutions—my trials—my most
grievous fate, never would have called attention to
the cruel, the filthy, the unrelenting conduct of
wicked ministry,—to the horrid system of combi-
nation, falsehood, treachery, which old established
power has generated,—to the sickening, heart-rend-
ing, humiliating degradation of humanity, had neot
common sense, prudence, decency, feeling, justice,
honour, religion, been all sacrificed for vengeance
against the queen of England! Oh my country!
Oh my countrymen! how blessed will be the
event, if cautious, peaceful, manly conduct takes
advantage of present experience—of present union
—of present superiority over power, and influence
more potent than power !—if the respectable
people of this country hold together, and with one
voice call for inquiry, not merely into the mis-
management of a province, but into that of the
empire*,

* These two pages have, by accident, stood a month in type,
and were written immediately after the witnesses, who had sworn
to the most filthy slanders against the Queen, were proved wholly
unworthy of credit, —when one important witness for her excul-
pation was let slip from Cotton-Garden, and others, still more es-




During the last
the cIRCULAR was sent to every member of the
House of Commons, to a few newspaper editors,

and some friends,

anxious to secure, from having !ong considered him

ourgreatestconstitutional lawyer, and, from his being

sential, were prevented, by the influences of a foreign court, from

making their appearance.

that there were upwards of a hundred British peers who did so,

is a fact which will stand on the page of history, a striking proof

of human weakness, and

and Eldon? Probably no where. = It is not the men, but the sys-

i
tem---the blinding, inl'atuating system, which we should think of, ]
and strive to amend. But what are our politicians and reformers 1‘
going about? —their long accustomed drivelling for a change of h

ministers, and getting up petitions for parliament to.reform itself!!}
all, too, without order, without method, without understanding !

I hope the reader will excuse these bursts of feeling. It is
nearly six months since I left Scotland, for a serious hearing on
a serious business ; but this day parliament is prorogued for two i
months; and ministers seem determined to persevere in the per- F
secution of a poor. woman, to whom nothing but persecution
would have gained notice, and whose frailties, though they had
been as flagrant as her enemies would have them, never could
have affected a single one of us. With opportunity, I could not
resist the desire to make a register of passing reflections on the
boding events of the day---the awful signs of the times.

GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

week of June, a copy of

Not a single soul took notice
of it; not even Sir James Mackintosh, to whom I
had written a note, requesting to know if he would
present my petition to the house. On writing to
Sir James a second time, whose good offices I was

li

He who could be unmoved by such
foul play, or he who could vote against the Queen, thus clearly

the victim of audacious conspiracy, is surely not to be envied ; and

: : - 4
of the power of an OVergrown crown ine i

- * . g

fluence. Where shall we find better men than Lords Liverpool f
1

d2
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well versed in colonial affairs, peculiarly qualified
for. the business in question. He informed me
that my first letter had not reached him*, and
readily complied with my desire. On a personal
interview, I told Sir James that it was only for
form’s sake that 1 then wished the petition pre-
sented ; and, that this done, the business might be
seriously taken up at a future day. 1 further men-
tioned that the inquiry sought for into the state of
Upper Canada did not so much regard any change
in the provincial constitution of government, as
into the state of property, and system of managing
it. The petition was presented to the Commons

* Not knowing that letters to members of parliament were
equally free of postage at 5 miles distance as 500, I put mine
into the General Post-office. About 50 of them were returned,
marked: “ refused to pay the postage.”” These I immediately re-
dispatched under cover, paid, threugh the Twopenny Post-office,
with an apology for my error. _ Fifteen were returned with a me-
morandum that the members could not be found. These I put
under a fresh cover, and carried to the office in the House of Com-
mons appointed to receive the letters of members. The keeper
made a charge of 15s.; but on my refusal to pay, said he would
take 12s.: this, of course, I also refused, and then dispatched
them, paid, as the before-mentioned parcel through the T'wopenny
P_Ost-oﬁice, directed to the House of Commons. I presume this
discloses a practice which should not be, and may lead us to
guess how it happened that Sir James Mackintosh did not receive
my first letter. If office-keepers can make a shilling by ensuring
the delivery of a letter, no doubt they have an interestin inter-
cepting such as come into their hands without a bribe. - Perhaps

even the letters which I post-paid, and directed, for Members, to

the House of Commons, may have been intea-cepted, for the pur-

pose of confirming the importance of underhand agency.
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on the 11th July. As T observed, in the news-
paper reports of its presentation, expressions,
which, coming from such high authority as Sir
James Mackintosh, might not only give a wrong
impression to the public, but injure both my cause
in another quarter, and that of the public in this
question, I resolved to write to Sir James, and
know the truth, which happily proved very differ-
ent from the newspaper reports. That of St.
James’s Chronicle, 12th July, appearing as correct
as any other, I chose it to lay before Sir James.
It run as follows :

“ Sir James Macintosh said, he held in his hand the
petition of R. Gourlay, a Scotch gentleman, who had gone
to Canada with a view of establishing himself there. The
substance of the petition was twofold : it contained a com-
plaint which was personal, and it described a public griev-
ance. It appeared that there was a provincial statute in
Upper Canada, which went somewhat further than the
Alien Bill, now in its progress through that House, and
upon the merits of which he certainly did not then mean to
enter. By this statute, every person, not already settled,
whether natural born or foreigner, was liable to be sent
out of the province, and was subject to penalties. The
petitioner stated, that from some injurious and calumnious
misrepresentations of his character, he had been brought
before the high court, and had sustained very serious
oppression. He (Sir J. Macintosh) did not think the
House competent, under such circumstances, to interfere
on the petitioner’s hehalf; and the only question was, whe-
ther the law itself did not deserve the attention of parlia-
ment. The petition likewise stated that there were
various laws in the colony, especially with regard to
landed property, which operated very disadvantageously,
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and rendered the colony very unfit to be what it was cons
sidered it ought to he—an asylum for emigrants from the
mother country. He would not pledge himself to the task,
but he thong];t it highly probable that he should call the
attention of the House to this subject in next session of
parliament.

The petition was then brought up, read, and ordered to
lie on the table.

Sir J. Macintosh then rose to move, that the petition
of Sir Henry Dorrington, presented by an honourable
friend of Lis on the 10th May last, be printed.”

SIR, 14th August 1820.

EVER since the report of your presenting my
petition to parliament appeared in the newspapers, 1 have
intended to write to you; but have waited till this moment,
when T hope your leisure can best spare attention to the
subject.

I have enclosed a newspaper report, which I conceive
to be correct. Some newspapers reported that my petition
was ordered to be printed, but this, I presume, was a
mistake, from confounding my petition with that of Sir
Henry Dorrington, speken of immediately after.

What I am anxious to be informed of is, whether the
words, ““ By this statute every person not already settled,
whether natural born subject or foreigner, was liable to be
sent out of the province,” expressed your serious opinion
that the provincial statute was competent so to act against
a native born British subject, or only that the decision
against me had given it that aspect.

Should you favour me with a reply, have the goodness to
return the slip of newspaper.

With much respect, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

> RoBT. GOURLAY.
Sir James Mackintosh.
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Mardocks, near Ware, Herts,
18th Aug. 1820,

Sir J. Mackintosh’s compliments to Mr. Gourlay ; has
received Mr. Gourlay's letter of the 14th, at this place,

this mor ning.

Sir J. did procure the petition to be printed. He gave
no opinion about the construction of the Canadian statute;
but merely stated the case as it stood on the allegations of
the government of Upper Canada.

This is perfectly satisfac tory, and should do away
the impression which may have been made by the

newspaper reports,

As stated above, the petition

was presented only for form’s sake ; and, as I trust,

the subject will, at a proper season, be seriously
agitated, it is gratifying to know that the ste p of
printing the petition was taken n, and that, as yet,
the question rests wholly clear of prejudice.
Besides this petition to the Commons, which
was neatly engrossed on a sheet of vellum, by a
law-stationer, and to which a copy of the Canadian
Sedition Act was attached by a binding of silk,
hnmlsmncly printed on a similar sheet : another,

only differing in its address, was prepared for the

House of Lords;

and I corresponded with Lord

Holland, as the peer most likely, in my opinion,
to do it justice on presentation.

Lord Holland obligingly offered to present the
petition ; but informed me that it must be pasted,
and not stitched together, to be received by the
House of Lords ; and expressed his doubts whether
Printed papers annexed are admitted.

The delay thus occasioned, the announced ad-
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journment of the House, and some hints from his
lordship, made me defer my purpose, which, how-
ever, when the Queen’s business is settled, shall
be followed out.

Lord Holland has informed me that *any inter-
ference, real or supposed, with the rights of a
British subject, by the laws of Upper Canada, 1s
certainly a fair subject of petition to parliament ;
as is also any act you can conceive to be oppressive
and unjust, and against which you have no other
means of redress. But the House will not enter-
tain any complaint from an individual, for which,
in the common course of law, he may seek re-
dress.”

The reader will observe, that, in my petition,
though I describe my treatment, &c. I waive all
consideration on my own account; and merely
pray ¢ that the state of Upper Canada, as it con-
cerns emigration, may be taken into serious con-
sideration.”

With regard to my personal grievance, I have
employed a respectable solicitor to lay a memorial
before the King in council, and shall follow out
“ the common course of law” before 1 trouble par-
liament on that head. My solicitor gives me hope
that I may obtain a new trial, or otherwise be
relieved ; but still there is doubt, and should I,
after secking redress, in the common course of law,
not find it, I hope my case will be « a fair subject
of petition to parliament,” and that Lord Holland
will support me in the House of Lords.

On coming up to town, I consulted a friend of

e & ]
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high respectability at the bar, as to my proceeding.
He said I would have no chance of being heard,
unless a member of parliament could be found to
take a personal interest in the cause; but I hope
that both Lord Holland and Sir James Mackintosh
may, after the present dread question about the
Queen is over, be disposed seriously to enter on
the subject upon pure abstract principles of duty,
whether it is for me as an individual, or the public.
[n conversation, I quoted the trite maxim, that,
constitutionally, ‘“ every wrong had its remedy ;"
but, said my learned friend, “ if there is no remedy,
there is no wrong.” Now, holding, as I do, a just
respect for my friend’s judgment, T must boldly
set my face against such dogma, and shall think
my case peculiarly well calculated, should matters
come to an extreme, to lay the foundation for a
stout argument between the imperfection of law
process, and the invincible fortress of abstract truth
and justice. The nation does not contain other
two men equally pledged to stand by this fortress
as Lord Holland and Sir James Mackintosh—the
successor of Fox, and the author of Vindicie
Gallice.

[t has been too much our misfortune in times
past, that Parliament has shrunk from abstract and
constitutional questions ; but it is to be hoped that
times approach when the most rugged and deep
may be investigated ; nor can there be presented one
more inviting, more serious, and at the same time,
more simple, than that which springs from the
application of the Canadian Sedition Act to a
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British subject. In speculation it is interesting:
in practice it calls loudly for discussion and de-
cision.

Respecting the great public question to which
I have solicited the notice of parliament—the
question of inquiry into the state of Upper Canada,
as it concerns emigration,—that which should come
home to thebusiness and bosom of every benevolent
member of society who desires to contribute to the
relief of present distress ;—respecting this, the lapse
of time has afforded me no small encouragement to
persevere ; and I hope that others will, from de-
termined events, be inclined to attach to my endea-
vours an increasing portion of importance.

Though 1 should have petitioned parliament
to take the state of Upper Canada into considera-
tion, merely to satisfy my own mind, that no duty
on my part, was neglected to so grand a cause, and
in conformity with a declaration made to the people
of the province, that I would so act on my return
home, I certainly would not have been sanguine
of success, but from my hope that these endea-
vours would be backed by a commission from
Canada. Last April I sent out copies of my
STATEMENT, to be published in that country; and
I also sent out copies of my circurar for the
same end, with a short address to the people, in-
forming them that I was steady to their cause; but
that little could be expected till their representa-
tives made a point of sending home a commission
for inquiry. -On my leaving the province I had
full hope that by the ensuing parliamentary elec-
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tion, the wretched creatures who constituted last
assembly would be sent adrift; and since this
volume was put to press, London newspapers
(Statesman and Englishman) of the 6th and 10th
September, have published an extract from Quebec
and American prints, which will best satisfy my
readers, as to the true position of political strength
and opinion in Upper Canada, which will best con-
tradict a gross falsehood, which, among many others,
has been published in this country, as | have been
credibly informed, under the authority of the Lieu-
tenant Governor and Attorney General of the
province, thot ¢ the number of his (my) followers
are reduced %o @ very few persons.”

“ CANADIAN Avvairs:—We learn that the
“late election for Members of Parliament for
“ Upper Canada, has terminated in the almost una-
“ nmamous choice of persons who are the political
“ friends of Mr. Gourlay. It would appear from
“this, that the popular voice is against the admi-
“ nistration.”

T'his document should add some weight to the
importance of my present endeavours,—give addi-
tional interest to my book,—and satisfy Lord Hol-
land, and Sir James Mackintosh, that I have not
been trifling with their valuable time.

Although | am very confident that my friends,
now constituting the great majority in the Cana-
dian parliament, will not neglect my advice, yet
with their best efforts they may not be able im-
mediately to send home the much desired commis-
sion. They have the power of withholding sup-
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plies for public service, but they cannot raise any
| without the concurrence of the Lieutenant Gover-
i J: norand Legislative Council; and their predecessors,
X | monstrous brutes! took from the people their
natural right of meeting, to raise a subscription

| for sending home a petition to the throne.
, By private correspondence, I have been inform-
I- ed of the desperate struggle made by the executive,
to prevail over my friends at the late election,
and they succeeded in some of the more benighted
_ districts, so as to get seven lawyers returned ¥ ;
4 who no doubt will confound reason, and retard
the progress of common sense with all their might:
still, sooner or later, the imperial parliament must
be consulted ; and I am sure it will serve no good
purpose whatever, for our home ministry either
to aid procrastination, or to oppose a full and fair
investigation. This book, I trust, will clear the
way, and sufficiently demonstrate not only the
need for investigation, but give a view of the
blessed consequences which may result from it.
{ Grossly and falsely as my proceedings in Upper
E Canada have been misrepresented, no candid reader
will, I am sure, attribute bad motives to me, if he
patiently peruses the following pages. As to the
people of Upper Canada, they are loyal in the
extreme, and their desire to continue in connexion
with Britain, was verified by the free offering of
their properties and lives. If they choose, they

.‘ * The Upper Canada Assembly of Representatives now con-
h sists of 40,
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cannot be held for a moment in trammels. They
are not circumstanced as we are at home. Why
then should any thing like wanton contradiction
be opposed to their wishes ?~why should minis-
ters provoke to passion, when reason dictates for-
bearance, when necessity pleads for mild and libe-
ral measures, and when the right hand of fellow-
ship is held forth,—when nothing more is wanted
but inquiry, and nothing but the good of both
countries could result from it ?

Sir James Mackintosh has not pledged himself
to call the attention of parliament to the affairs of

Upper Canada, but he has said that it is highly pro-
bable he will, and he may depend upon it, that
my local experience, and whatever else opportunity
has furnished me with, shall be at his service for
the occasion, He may depend upon it that the
subject has treasured within it a rich reward for
that man, whose love of doing good shall equal
a sufficiency of talent to unfold and advance it to
notice.  Fifty years ago, when the first misunder-
standing between Britain and her American co-
lonies began to grow serious, what a world of
mischief might have been prevented by timely
notice, and by thorough ivestigation !—seven years
war !—the loss of our fairest possession in the
west !—the disgrace of our arms !—the engendering
of an age of rancour! Surely, if the conqueror in
war merits a triumph, benediction is due to the
peace-maker,—to him who prevents animosity, and
establishes a basis for harmony and Christian love.

As this volume proceeds, the reader, I am con-
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fident, will be more and more satisfied, that no wan-
ton or mischievous political interference,—no little,
selfish interest has had any concern with my pro-
ceedings in Upper Canada. He w ill find that 1 had
before me a vast scheme of practicable benevolence,
and that I have substantial grounds for my zeal,—
that my scheme, with the countenance of govern-
ment, may easily, effectually, and speedily be put
in execution,—that it would make good all that
I have said above,—that it would for ever bind
together Britain and her colonies.

My popular influence in Upper Canada could,
were | wiiling, be so directed as to give even un-
necessary trouble; but every principle which
guides my conduct—every feeling which flows
from my heart, would be in arms against any thing
of the kind. I care not a farthing for popular in-
fluence ; nay, by itself, I despise it, but as it may
invigorate the progress of virtue and civilization.
Saving a desire of having opportunity to maintain
my honour, which a vile conspiracy unfairly
deprived me of, and saving a wish to force on, by
every honest endeavour, my scheme of benevolence,
I have little care about Canada. Indeed 1 repeat-
edly signified to the people there, that my chief
efforts were made, neither for them nor myself,
but for the poor of England; and should govern-
ment adopt my plans, or what part of them the
liberal public shall approve, I am ready to stay
at home, or go abroad, as they may choose—to be
active or passive, just as may be required for the
general good.
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It grieves me exceedingly, that the strange and
luckless situation in which I have been placed,
has made it necessary to interlard my accounts
of Upper Canada, and strictures on its political
state, with any thing personal, as to myself or
others, but there is no help for it. A mass of
filth has been flung in my way, and | must, in
duty, tread it down. However forced to digress,
however irregular my progress may appear, the
reader will still be able to perceive that my main
object is never left behind.

Sir James Mackintosh has questioned whether
the Canadian sedition act was not of itself an obh.
ject of parliamentary attention: and, I suggested
this to Sir James. I said, that the mere view of
that act,—of its monstrous features, afforded suffi-
cient ground for inquiry into the state of the pro-
vince. Its mere existence speaks volumes, as to
the spirit which has hitherto been at the bottom
of Canadian policy, and though it may now be
repealed, as I have heard it is, the very shade of
its departed villany is worthy of study, that the
future destinies of Upper Canada may be directed
for good.

It is worth while to inquire into the circum-
stances which produced such an act :—what spirit
could so long sustain it in existence, and what
more vile spirit counld apply it, contrary to every
constitutional principle, to a British subject ?

Can it be supposed that when such an act was
passed, there was a single Canadian representative
alive to hig duty, or fitted for his post? No: not

2
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one. Had there been a single man among them
with eyes, or brains, or heart, at liberty, he would
have proclaimed to the country its hazard of
coming to disgrace by such enactment, even as
applicable to aliens. Though we know that pub-
lic spirit never would have permitted such filthy
legislation to be recorded at home, we have suffi-
cient evidence at the present time, of the dire
spirit of our ministry ; and there can be no doubt
but the provincial statute before us was framed in
the cabinet of London, and sent abroad to be
palmed on the poor sycophantish witlings of the
province, by some pawkie, well paid-politician, pet-
haps trebly installed in power, with a seat in the
executive council, a seat in the legislative coun-
cil, and on the bench. Yes, yes, a provincial
judge pang-full of ministerial influence, and fknow-
ing in the secrets of his calling, was equal to such
a task; and another, when occasion required,
could, easily, with the instrument of tyranny pre-
pared for him, with theaid of an unprincipled,
callous-hearted sheriff,and having the advantage of
pack’t, ignorant and spiritless juries, consummate
any degzree of wickedness,—could ruin, by it, any
liege subject of the King, and put in disarray the
proudest boast of our constitution.

Had the Canadian representatives been simply
fools,—simply blind and heartless, they would not
have enacted such a law; but they were stupid,
and blind, and unfeeling, from their whole thoughts

being

te B

under the system which controlled them,
intent only on self; and what else is it which, a
this very time, is moving on our ablest statesmen,




GENERAL INTRODUCTION: jXV

our brightest orators, our noble peers, our grave
Judges, and our right reverend bishops, in a course
of infatuation and madness, which no age ever
before witnessed ? Thank God, the prevailing spirit
of Englishmen, has revolted at the experience of
such awful proceedings, and ministerial power has;
at the climax of its fury, broken down in weak-
ness! may we hope, in despair? Oh! let me again
exclaim, how blessed will be the event, if cau-
tious, peaceful, manly conduct = takes advan-
tage of present experience,—if the most generous
hearted people upon earth hold together,—if they,
hy concert, moderation, and charity towards each
other, ensure a thorough change of system in the
government of our country. What do we want
with government but utility> Why should we
be vexed with non-essentials? Why should we
doubt that the desideratum for perfect govern-
ment IS CHEAPNESS and SIMPLICITY ?

We know that human nature is, in every age
and country, the same, ruled and diversified only
by circumstanees. We have no proof of its being
above temptation ; and all experience demonstrates
that nothing but general interest, aided by know-
ledge, can hold down individual selfishness.

For two hundred years advances to freedom
and civilization have been sure, though slow. We
gained something at the reformation: we gained
something at the revolution: and we have some-
thing yet to gain. The progress of British liberty
gave motion to liberty all over the world. It has
advanced throughout Europe: it has prevailed in

€
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Ameriea; but here we may confidently hope for

its finest display ; for here sup: rior knowledge and
refinement can give lustre to meridian light. The
country, which is the subject of this work, has af-
forded striking proof of the weakness of mere 1n-
stitution. . Embosomed in the United States—in

the very arms of independence, 1t has become

degraded and enslaved ;---it has become contempt-

ible by the contemptible conduct of the people’s

representatives.

The boon which Britain gave to Canada, in her
constitutional act, was pure and efficient; but the
influence of undue patronage and power in the ex-
ecutive government were forgotten, or winked at,
in the midst of poverty and ignorance. The people
of Upper Canada, with a perfect representation,
had all that could be desired, had their representa-
tives been wise men, and ;‘-‘;:-nl';a:;ximl h--mpt:;lrion.
They were neither. They not only allowed the
act before us to be recorded on their statute book,
but several others of the most nauseous character;
and, latterly, while I was among them—when the
utmost servility to the governor was aided by
personal pique towards me, were guilty of mean-
ness and treachery altogether beyond example.
They not only sanctioned a permanent law for pre-
venting the most peaceable description of meetings,
without even a green bag apology ; but justified
the governor in sending home, to the foot of the
throne, documents libelling the great mass of
their constituents, and impressing a belief that they
only ¢ waited for the moment of their strength as
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the moment of revolt.” | repeat, with all duye

sense of delicacy and decorum—what brutes! nay,

they are even more vile than the beasts of the field,

who make barter of public liberty.
Before going out to Canada, no onée was more

heartily sick of boroughmongers than I: but since

iiJ‘\' i'_\]'n l'@t'l:('(’ of crown il\_”v:u nce amone a })(’n

nighted people, I feel inel ned, with a sort of

Instinctive yearning, like that of the dog to his
vomit, to throw myself, not only with hope, but
transport, into the arms of our dear boroughmon-
TErS. A navery itsel 1as charms, when bedecked

with talent, and graced with gentlemanly manners ;

but  when low-bred storekeepers, pettyfogging

upid clodhoppers, enter into con-
spiracy against truth

lawvers, and st

common sense, and modesty,

no man should hoast of temper and |):—1liL‘ll(.‘{‘, for

that species of oppression is generated, which,
Seripture tells us, “ makes a wise man mad.”

The more to attract attention to the Canadian
Sedition Aet, I have caused it to be printed con-
spicuously, and | would have the reader again to
peruse and study it, that he may have a just
sense of the narrow-minded, weak, and abominable
policy which has hitherto guided our provineial
government.

The act commences with se tting forth its object,

viz.: the protection of his Majesty’s subjects from

the insidious attempts and designs of evil-minded
and seditious persons : giving, by-the-bye, in the
very distinction of terms, no small proof that it was
lever meant to make his Majesty’s subjects liable

e 2
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to its controul. The local sitnation of Upper
Canada exposes it to the inroad of aliens of all
llegiance or affec-

nations, who, having no tie of a
tion to Britain, may thence be
designs ; and for that reason terrors may be held
. but for Elmsh

ansm(lu} of evil

out to keep them at a distance
subjects to be suspected, and made liable to penal-

ties on mere suspicion, is contrary at once to Ik ure,
It is more es-

and the spirit of our constitution.
that the law

pecially absurd, when we consider
was expressly made for their pmtutmn and that
for their benefit, generally, the province received
its constitution.

But, how shocking is it that any man, even an
alien, should be exposed to slanc iu and arrest, at
the mere capricious will of others ? ¢ Just cause’”
of suspicion is, indeed, alluded to; but no ruleis
laid down by which the justness of the cause can
be ascertained. An individual is scandalized, he
is arrested, and a process goes on which, in spite of
the utmost purity and innocence, consigns him to
rain.  Think, for instance, of my aggravated case.
It clearly appeared at my trial, that William Dick-
son had a consultation with Swayze the day prior
to that wretch making oath that I was a seditious
person ; and Dickson’s spite towards me was noto:
rious. Swayze is so thoroughly ignorant (he can
scarcely write his name) that, of his own accord,
he never would have thought that the law in ques-
tion could, by help of his swearing, be made an
instrument to my hurt; and I hold in my posses-
sion a printed paper, which was manifestly publish-
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ed as a lead to the perjury. Now, only think of
the farce; after all this studied contrivance to
entrap me, of my being brought before Wm. Dick-
son, my inveterate personal enemy, who had been
accessary to accusation, and who had not only told
a large company present, that < in his opinion, I
was a man of desperate fortune, and would stick at
nothing to raise insurrection ;”> but had some of his
particular friends ready to declare similar senti-
ments, upon his formally putting the question.
Only think of the monstrous insult to reason and
decency, that I, after having resided in Upper
Canada for more than a year,—after being twice
honourably acquitted from most wanton charges
of publishing seditious libel, the first of which I
had good reason to believe originated in Dickson
himself,—that I, well known to be a native-born
subject of Britain, should be brought before this
man, and be obliged to give A#im ¢ full and com-
plete satisfaction that my words, actions, conduct,
and behaviour were not intended to promote or en-
courage disaffection.” DBefore I can open my
mouth, the stomach of this my judge is overflow-
ing with gall and bitterness. He holds in his
hand the affidavit of his own insidious intrigue,
and then bids me prove a negative, when he knows
that ten thousand negatives would go for nothing !

But mark how this odious statute proceeds to
add insult to injury. After its victim has suffered
condemnation under it, he may be “ permitted,” if
thought expedient by the tyrant executor, to re-
main in the province, good and sufficient security
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for the good behaviour of the condemned: but
after this security is given, should the
ce of the tyrant revive, all se-

envy, the

jealousy, or the capri
eurity to the condemned goes for nothing. He 18
still subject to be scandalized, arrested, sent out of
the province, or imprisoned, without benefit of bail,
only for the purpose of being subject d to a mock
trial.

Having thus far commented on the Canadian
statute, 1 shall present to the reader the British
Alien Act, which Sir James Mackintosh is reported
to have brought into comparison with it, saying
that the Canadian statute ¢ went somewhat fur-
ther””  The British act became law 10th June,
1818, with continuance till 25th March, 1819,
It was thence continued, by bill, till 25th June,
1820, and then again renewed until 25th March,

1822. It stands thus among the statutes at large:

58 Geo. I11. Cap. 97.

An Act to prevent Aliens, until the 25th Day of March,
1819, from becoming naturalized, or being made or be-
coming naturalized, or being made or becoming denizens,
except in certain cases, 10th June, 1818,

’-ﬁ HEREAS it is expedient that for a time to be limited,
Aliens should net be, or become naturalized, or be made
or become denizens, except as hereinafter is provided:
I}(.‘.if therefore enacted by the King’s most excellent
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons in this pre-
sent parliament assembled, and by the authority of the
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same, that from and after the passing of this Act, until

the 25th day of March, 1819, no Alien shall become a na-

turalized subject, or be made or hecome denizens,

come entitled to the privileges of a naturalized subject or
| denizen, in any other manuer, or by any other anthority

than by any act which may hereafter be passed by the

parliament of the united kingdom of Great Britain and

heveafter to be granted

[reland, or by letters of denization,
by his Majesty, his heirs and successors, any law, custom,
or usage fo the contrary notwithstanding : provided always
that nothing herein contained shall extend or he construed
to extend {o affect in any manner such right to naturaliza-

ot tion or to denization as any person, in case this act had not

passed, might acquire or would have acquired, by virtue of
any act or acts of parliament, made for encouraging sea-
men to enter into his Majesty’s service, or for naturalizinge
such foreign Protestants as shall settle in any of his Ma

jesty’s colonies in America, or for naturalizing such foreign
|

Protestants as shall have served, or shall serve in his Ma-

jesty’s foreces, and for the enc ouragement of the fisheries,

As Sir James Mackintosh presented my peti-
tion merely for form’s sake, there could be little
harm in his comparing the above Alien Act with
the one in question; and I shall make advantage
of it to infer that his doing so proceeded from
a conviction that both acts were alien acts. |
hope that Sir James, by another day, will not only
be convinced of this, but maintain the fact before
parliament, with his admirable powers of reason-
ing, and all the patriotism displayed in 1791.
Saving this ground for comparison, that both the
British and Canadian acts were applicable only to
aliens, there is as much for comparing an angel of

o il . g
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heaven to Belzebub. The British statute contains
not a word, far less a sentiment, that is improper or
offensive; but we can scarcely read a line of the
other without contempt, disgust, or indignation,
To distinguish the mighty difference, let us take
the words of Sir James Mackintosh, and improve
upon them,—let us somewhat farther stretch com-
parison.  The British act civilly informs aliens,
that, for a few months, it is expedient to forego
our accustomed liberality of admitting them to na-
turalization. It does nothing more; and the dis-
like of doing this is manifested by the short periods
to which, from time to time, the act is limited.
Our legislators seem ashamed of being ungenerous
to strangers for any length of time ; but provincial
legislators bar the door of good will and hospitality
for ever; nor can the Canadian people re-open 1t
but at the pleasure of a lieutenant-governor, and
legislative councillors of his appointment.

An unsuspecting -stranger may find his way to
Upper Canada: he may roam delighted on the
banks of the St. Lawrence : he may recline at ease
on the shores of Ontario, and have every care
lulled to rest, while his eye is intent on the charm-
ing expanse of its still and pellucid element: he
may be wrapt in extacy of bliss, gazing on the
most sublime and beautiful of nature’s scenes—the
rapids and falls of Niagara: he may be saying,
“ hither shall I bring my wife and family—to this
paradise shall I invite all my friends—in this fine
and abundant country shall we take up our abode”
—When, lo! snakes spring from the grass—rattle-
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snakes and adders. Dickson, Claus, and Swayze,
have eyed his gestures—have envied the rapture:
of his soul—have resolved to blast his toosanguine
expectations, The fiends seize upon the im;:py
man—the stranger: they slander his character;

they mock, they imprison, and banish him: his

good name is gone for ever, and the remainder of

his life must pass heavily away in sadness and
sorrow. This is ¢ somewhat further,” with a ven-
geance.

Should Sir James Mackintosh honour these
pages with perusal, I think he will smile with
reflection on the comparison unwittingly made by
him, and that he will most heartily endeavour,
next session, to assist me somewhat further.

[t is my solemn belief, that in him and Lord
Holland, I have chosen the very fittest men of
their respective Houses, to bring on investigation
concerning our colonial policy. Every body knows
that it is horrible, not in Upper Canada only, but
over the whole globe; while there is not the
slightest necessity for its being so. Mankind do
not require cruel and tyrannical laws to govern
them. Let but their interests be studied, and they
may safely be held in subjection with a thread,
Of all places in the world, Upper Canada should
be the last for the exercise of illiberal and severe
policy. That country can never be guarded by
penal laws, nor rendered secure by oppression.
Freedom, and finally independence, must be its
lot; and, with liberal mstitutions, the devil may
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be allowed to walk to and fro in it with perfect
safety to government.
There are too many who content themselves
with the belief that religion is the sole hope of
man’s improvement, and so it is, rightly under-

1 11 1 .
1 atlude using

stood : but we find those to whom

£ g 1 1 £ g lence
the word religion, for the induleence of indolence,
-ulcating through ifs perver-

It

or, still worse, for int
sion, passive submission to established wrong.
is my opinion that activity is essential to religion,
and that those who are its real friends will exert
themselves to render law conformable to its max-
ims, especially to that which inculcates charity.
If law carries in its front a glaring contradiction
of this:—if it fosters malignant passions, coupe
tenances wickedness, and affords protection to the
perpetrators of erime, how vain to preach up mo-
rality as doty, and faithas our only hope ! Were
law the pure offspring of religion- the simple
corrective of mnatural infirmity, how admirably
would it consort with relicion, and establish g'ood

A1l an - ™ 1 161
will among men! How soon would obedience to

duty become our first principle of action, and faith

of every movement! = Charity

the guiding
and love are the genuine supports of religion ; but
in' all its ‘deelarations, in all its sentiments, in
all its provisions, and in all its consequences, how
grievously does the Canadian statute counteract
and destroy these Christian wvirtues! No true
Christian could have had a hand in framing such

a law,—mo spirit but malevolence could have
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subjected me to its operation ; and, subjected to
its operation, it is scarcely possible to keep down
the risings of malevolence.

When I look upon this law, and think of the
villany which must have concocted it, the evil
it contemplates, and has realized, I must confess
my struggles to suppress unchristian feelings arc
ineffectual : my animal spirits boil within me.
and my nerves become relaxed with
exertion. I am no longer myself: I am at once
indignant and impotent ; and perhaps these pages
give proof of it. The reader can have no adequate
perception of such feelings: he knows not the
sacrifices I have made: he has not had my ex-
perience: he has not shared my aftlictions: he
does not know, and cannot conceive, the perfect
purity which has ever actuated my public conduct,
nor the extent of benevolent design which stimu-
lated my exertions in Upper Canada. One only
cheering hope sustains me, that, in the end, my
misfortunes may assist in calling attention to that
luckless country, and to the plans I have formed
for rendering it at once an asylum for distress, and
the abode of peace and prosperity.

The most execrable feature of the execrable
statute before us, is deceit. It openly brandishes
one weapon, but hides another to suit convenience
in the attack of an unsuspecting vietim. When
[ was arrested and ordered to depart the province
of Upper Canada, I never for a moment suspected
that the offence charged, was not that for which

I was to be tried at the assizes, after enduring

excess of
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imprisonment. Having long before made up my

mind, and heard it acknowledged, that a British

subject could not lawfully be aff ected by the act¥,

I never thought of critically ex xamining its letter,
far less of searching in it for quibble. I had been

accustomed to regard with reverence all written

law, so far as rrorm’ intention was concerned, and
never for a moment doubted it. I suffered myself
to be imprisoned, in the full hope that I was to
have opportunity of pleading aga inst some speci-
fic charge, constituting the ground of Swayze’s

oath; and an alien might, from a similar impres-
sion, have resisted an order to depart. Under
all circumstances, and with such impressions, it

was not only prudent, but incumbent on me to

# Sir James Mackintosh enquired of me if the act had ever

before been put in force against a British subject, and certainly

it never was, though often resorted to for the purpose of frighten-
ing alien Americans out of the province. The distinction of
right, between aliens and British subjects, in Canada, is strongly

marked. An alien, for instance, cannot open a shop without

first having the oath of 2 ance to the king administered to
him, and many have left the provinee, because of this being re-
fused. A British subject, on the contrary, may not only commence
business, but be elected as a member of the Canadian parliament,
by right of birth, and nataral allegiance, provided he holds landed
property in the province, to the extent of 400 acres. He must
take an oath, prior to taking his seat, as members of the Imperial
Parliament do ; but this in no way affects his general claims. In
the same way, a British subject must go through the ceremony of
taking the oath of allegiance, prior to receiving a grant of land.
A British soldier takes the oath of allegiance; but is equally
before and after entitled to all constitutional protection.
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submit, rather than to leave the province in dis-

grace; and I still thought so, even after being

2
refused liberty on my suit of habeas corpus. I
was not indeed sanguine of success in this way,
believing that the conspiracy against me had been
formed with the connivance and will of the higher
powers of the province, and with a view of mak-
ing me stoop to the governor. However false,
however infamous the charges against me were,
still they were official : they were made before the
public, with all the parade of form, after I had
been arrested by the sheriff, and forcibly carried
before my enémies. There was no alternative for
me but to suffer imprisonment, in the sure hope
of a third honourable acquittal ; or to give up all
my fond hopes of settling in the province. The
nature of the business which I was to follow (land
agency), was such, that the mere acknowledg-
ment that I had obeyed the order to go away,
would have been a bar to its practice: for under
such acknowledgment, 1 could not invite a single
individual to emigrate from Britain to Canada,
My hope of a trial, for alleged crime, was so
thoroughly riveted, that I declare before God,
when the course which was ultimately adopted,
was first spoken of, some months after I had been
imprisoned, my mind so revolted at the idea, that
I never was able to reflect on the subject; nor
did I know the verbal quibble upon which my
indictment was founded, till six weeks after trial,
it was pointed out to me by a gentleman of Mon-
treal, on my way home. It was then, for the first
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time, that I learned that the w ord ¢ offence,” used
in the statute, could, at will, be applied either to
an act of sedition, or to the mere refusal to obey
an order.

As I do. and shall continue to protest against
intain that some-

the whole proceeding
where T ouzht to have redress. As a British sub-
ject I never was fairly liable to the operation ot
the Canadian statute. Every step taken against
me was illegal and mpa'nmi!ill:?if'!ij-li——:}:_\' arrest—my
imprisonment—my trial. It is absurd to suppose
that I should quietly suffer myself to be imprison-
ed, with any view but that of having my cha-
racter cleared from aspersion ; and as to consenting
to trial, it is what 1 never should have done in
health, and with my mind untroubled.

Such a case as mine can never be subject to

'he common course of law pro-

d, if that

ordinary rules.

cess can never in i'y!f'\t'ie_‘v be recarde

course has in the first place been grossly misused,
if my right of freedom, on application by habeas
corpus, has been denied, if all was illegal” and un-

and if undue rigour was used, s0

as to cut off the hope even of a formal protest
being taken against the proceedings of the court.
And, here again, is a difficulty attached to a strict
adherence to the course of law, for I know not if
the most regular protest could have availed. ‘What
would it avail for a murderer to protest acainst his
trial ? When an indictment is found, the trial must

proceed, and the jury has only to declare as to the

fact alleged. It is impossible, 1 think, that Lerd
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Holland, should he take my case into serious con-
sideration, will still give me no hope, but in ¢ the
common course of law.” He must consider it as

one every way entitled to parliamentary interfer-

ence; and this interference [ shall petition for, if

[ am denicd redress by the King in Council. The
redress which [ want, is to bring me no sure bene-
fit: it is to give me the liberty of returning to
Upper Canada, with a declaration of the law offi-
cers of" the crown, or parliament, that 1 was not
subject to the Canadian sedition act: it is only
to give me what is fair, an opportunity of challeng-

ing trial, and of prosecuting those who have mal-

treated me. This I shall have, or consider myself

no longer bound by allegiance, or in any way
pledged to perform public duties, otherwise in-
cumbent upon me. The British parliament can
lilJi|fll|!J!=(H.\' control the errors of the Canadian
parliament, They made the law under which it
1s held : they can amend or repeal it: they can
declare the principles of that law where there is
doubt, or undo what is done contrary to such
principles.

Having set forth the extreme wickedness and
]

deceit of the precious morsel of legislation before
us, towards the objects of its wrath, it is worth
while to note how \.‘;!i'a'i‘t'li_\‘ it has g‘l\;n‘{i\'tl 1ts
executors from harm. In British statutes we find
a similar clause to that which, in the Canadian
Statute, awards treble costs to be paid by a plain-
tiff, suing against an executor of law : but in these
there is no difficulty thrown in the way of prose-




)

=

1

L
1
b

S

T ———

lxxx GENERAL INTRODUCTION

cution, nor any perplexity as to the point of law
while it is very right to punish severely, wanton
opposition to the clearly expressed duties of exes
cutive authority. By the Canadian statute, a
person must hasten out of the province, Or be 1m-
prisoned before he can complain of injury: he

must commence his suit in prison, or banishment ;

and he cannot commence it with certainty, that it

is commenced within the limited period of three

months ; for the offence charged, may, at the will

of the defendant, be cither that of refusal to leave

the province, or some other offence committed,
more than three months prior to laying the charge:
it may be an offence too, such as libel, merely
depending upon opinion. If the plaintiff  has
commenced prosecution for false imprisonment
within the limited time, and the opinion of the
jury on the libel process goes against him, then to
banishment, he must add the payment of treble
costs - or his trial may not come on to acquit him
from a groundless charge, till after the time limited
for his prosecuting for damages is expired, during
which, uncertainty may have rendered it prudent
to abstain from commencement.

Knowing, as we do, the violence of human
passion, we often find excuse for crimes of the
most flagrant nature; but when we survey the
act of parliament in question, and consider that
passion had no concern in its fabrication : that it
was the result of cool and slow determination:
that it should have emanated from a pure mind,

and have breathed the true spirit of our religion




and constitution, with what horror do we mark,
almost in every line, something unchristian, une
constitutional, wicked, deceitful, atrocious !

If it is necessary to guard any country against
seditious attempts,
ordinary powers to executive authority, why have
recourse to false swearing? why have any form of
trial, as to undenied fact ? why suffer even an alien
or outlaw to be wantonly assailed with unproved
charges of crime ? why not have a simple law, em-
powering magistrates to take suspected persons at
once into custody, and fling them, like so much
dirt, out of the country ? Such a law, clearly pro-
claimed, would be honest; and they who came
within its reach would have themselves to blame ;
but here is a law which muffles itself up in ambi-
guity, and which has dived into hell for snares to
entrap the innocent and unwary ; which has arrayed
its hypocrisy in pretensive forms—provisions for
the safety of its executors, and mock provisions for
redress to its victims. I say that the mere view
of such a law, even though it may now be repealed,
is quite sufficient to induce inquiry into the causes
which produced it, and kept it staring from the
statute book of Upper Canada for fourteen years, g ‘
Its mere remembrance is sufficient to prove the
vicious policy by which the province has been
ruled, and was ruled up to the period of my

quitting it.

Weakness is the almost uniform concomitant of
vice ; and most glaringly does this appear in the
Canadian statute, whether we consider what it con-

GENERAL INTRODUCTION. Ixxxi

if it is necessary to give extra-
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templates, or has effected. How easily could thou-
sands of aliens, or others, having seditious designs,
steal into the province, and, by renting tenements
for six months, unknown to government, yet be-

yond the action of this law, and free of the bond

of allegiance, remain to design and attempt what
they choose.  As to removing me, what has been
gained by it? Even without licence from govern-
ment, I can yet take my stand at Montreal or Que-
bec, and cautiously conduct more deadly machi-
nations against colonial administration than 1 have
yet done: nay, were I an enemy to British rule,
circumstanced as I now am, and robbed of that
protection to which natural allegiance entitled me,
I 'might, without the guilt of treason, place myself
on any part of America, opposite the Canadian
frontier, wage a war of words, in time of peace,
against British interests; or advance, in the event
of war with the United States, into the provinces,
and have the indisputable right of assailing them
with fire and sword. What good has the zeal of
Messts. Dickson and Co. done to Upper Canada?
Has it increased the value, or strengthened the se-
curity of property ? has it rendered the people
more contented or happy ? has it tended to attract
to the province wealthy and respectable emigrants?
Quite the reverse ; nay, even to themselves it has
laid up no enviable store of consolation. One ad-
vantage to the public has been gained by it; andit
is this, that we are now assured that no law can be so
villanous as not to find villains for its execution.
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{ The printing of this General Introduction was
suddenly broken off the beginning of December,
1820, by a melancholy occurrence, of which an ac-
count will be given below. It is recommenced
this Day, the 224 of September, 1821.)

Havine discussed a subject of the most odious
kind, but which could not be passed over either in
duty to myself or the public, I shall now proceed
to develop the principal design of this work, and
must entreat the reader’s indulgence, while I re-
count some circumstances of my own history,
which led to the conception of it.

Through life, I have been enthusiastic in my
pursuits ; and for the last twenty years my mind
has had a leading regard to the greatest evil which
overshadows the fate of England—the system of
the poor laws. When a young man, having time
and money at command, I travelled over England
for fifteen months together as an agriculturist, and
during that time became acquainted with the late
secretary to the Board of Agriculture, Mr. Arthur
Young. One day, in conversation with him, we
hit upon a subject to which each of us had devoted
peculiar attention. My father, and indeed my
grandfather, had been in the habit of letting out
small portions of land on a kind of perpetual lease,
called in Scotland a few, to labouring people,
whereon each man might build a dwelling-house,
and enjoy the convenience of a garden. I had
marked the wonderful influence which the pos-
session of such a little property had upon the

2
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characters of the people, giving them a su perior
degree of consideration among their neighbours,
more steady habits, and more persevering industry.
T had noticed with what serene delight a labourer,
especially of the sedentary class, would occupy
himself in his garden at hours not devoted to his
trade, and I had calculated what an additim}, as
well to individual as to national wealth and hap-
piness, such economical arrangements, generally
adopted, might produce. Speaking of this to Mr.
Young, he mentioned to me a scheme he had in
view, to provide the people at large with a little
land, and descanted on the great advantages which
the poor in some parts of England derived from the
occupation of such a portion as enabled them to
keep cows. A general inclosure bill was then in
contemplation, and Mr. Young was anxious fto
have his views so far realized, by introducing into
the bill a clause by which a portion of land suffi-
cient to keep a cow should be secured to each man
in lieu of his ancient common right of pasturage,
&ec. To establish the fact that labourers really
derived benefit from keeping cows, and that those
‘who had the benefit, required little or no assistance
from parish funds, he asked me to make a journey
into the counties of Rutland and Lincoln, where
the practice prevailed of letting the poor have land
and cows. [ went, but after a little inquiry and
reflection, being ashamed of plodding about merely
to prove a truism, retraced my steps, and expressed
a desire to relinquish the undertaking. Mr. Young,
however, was now more keen than ever that I
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i should complete his design.  Nothing else, he said,

K was wanted to make good his point but the au-
thority of names, and certain simple facts well
. authenticated. I complied, and spent two months

m much to my own satisfaction, having access, by a
[‘::‘ general introduction, to all, from the pauper to the

peer; but obtained nothing for the Board of Agri-
i culture which could do me credit, or strengthen

J any hope of success for the grand and benevolent
\ purpose of the secretary.

o As to the claim of poor people to a suitable por-
i tion of land, or other equivalent on the inclosure of

a common, whereon they or their fathers had en-
joyed rights of pasturage, &c. time out of mind, it
was positive and clear, independent of any special
benefit which they derived from these; and to
have passed a general inclosure bill without a pro-
vision in lieu of such ancient rights, would have
been a dangerous experiment.
b With respect to the introduction generally through
the kingdom of Mr. Young’s scheme, there were
obstacles which I was assured would never be
overcome by the nerveless faculties of the Board
of Agriculture, even though the scheme were of
itself unobjectionable, which it was not.

Although I collected for Mr. Young abundant
evidence to substantiate his simple position, and

so arranged it, as, at one glance, to exhibit satis-
factory results, my anticipations of what would be
done were too truly verified. The general inclo-
sure bill was indeed brought before parliament by
Lord Carrington, the president, but this bill speed-
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ily went down to rise no more; and perhaps the
dread of bringing into public discussion auy ques:
tion as to the common rights of the poor had no
small weight in sinking it. Since that period the
process of inclosure has gone on by bills for indi-
vidual parishes and commons. Year after year,
multitudes of these have been inclosed, without
regard to the claims and complaints of the poor;
who have been robbed of their rights, and who,
from various causes, have been sinking gradually
into a state of abject dependence on parish aid,
deprived of property, and finally careless of its
enjoyment. Year after year, and at this place
and that, the poor, seeing themselves unjustly des
prived of advantages which they had inherited
from time immemorial, grumbled, rioted, and were
put down. The process stealing gradually on, the
strength of the mass was subdued piece-meal;
and, finally, a change was effected, in the condition
of English labourers, through a variety and suc-
cession of causes, but little reflected on or noticed
by political economists and writers on the poor
laws.

While I despaired of seeing any thing effectual
accomplished by the Board of Agriculture, and
was justified in my opinion by results, impressions
as to the necessity of changing somehow the sys
tem of the poor laws becameé more and more ri-
veted in my mind. My experience iti Lincoln-
shire and Rutland—my conversations with the
poor themselves—with the farmers and land-owners
every where throughout England : my inspection
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of parish records; and observations made on the
habits and manners of the people, altogether con-
sidered and put in contrast with what I knew of
these in Scotland, induced reflections, which though
they could then reach no satisfactory conclusion,
determined me to follow out. a study of such infi-
nite importance ; and I actually resolved to shape
the course of my life for this express end. I re-
solved, after a few years’ residence as a practi-
cal farmer in Scotland, to remove into England for
a term of years, deliberately to study the causes of
difference so very great and manifest between the
lower orders in the one, and the other country.
In the one, labourers were independent and im-
proving their condition, even in the face of growing
taxation: in the other they were verging to ex-
treme poverty and degradation, while all was flou-
rishing around them. In Scotland it was more
generally the custom to accommodate farm la-
bourers with cows than in England, but this was
very far from constituting the difference which ex-
isted between the people of the sister kingdoms.
It had, in fact, little to do with the matter, and was
rather a consequence than a cause.

Untoward circumstances disturbed the order and
harmony of my plans, but still T followed them
out. I settled in Scotland for six years, occupy-
ing one of my father’s farms, then removed into
England, and never lost sight of the great object
on which I had fixed my eye.

The year after I returned from my tour in the
South (1802), and after the general inclosurg bill
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was laid aside, Mr. Young, still musing on his
scheme of providing land for the poor, published,
in his Annals of Agriculture, some undigested
notes, which I had furnished him with: intro-
duced them with a narrative, and attached my
name, as if the whole had been written and pre-

. lil i pared by me for publication. After doing this, he
| despatched to me, in Scotland, a manuscript sent
’f} him by a third party, controverting the validity of

my proofs ; and I, resenting alike the sophistry of
my opponent and the unfair liberty which Mr.
! Young had taken with my name, made reply,
'jr‘. sparing neither him, his correspondent, nor the
: Board of Agriculture; and, to make the matter
worse, this was also published in the Annals, with
) words altered, and sentences withheld. It was
B 1 every way provoking to me, and much as I ad-
mired Mr. Young in many respects, obliged me
to drop his acquaintance.
: I had hoped that the awkward display in the
,? Annals would be little noticed ; but here again I
l

}
vy ,i%

was disappointed. = Mr. Malthus soon after pub-
lished that edition of his Essay on Population,
which attracted such general notice, and in this he

ﬂ! referred to the publication in the Annals of Agri-
culture, to which Mr. Young had set my name;

b and which, as it stood, made me appear as an
rlﬁ advocate of his system of providing for the poer,

which I never was *.

¥ In Mr. Wakefield’s Statistical Account of Ireland, Vol. 2,
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Mr. Malthus has very properly pointed out the
insufficiency of Mr. Young’s proposal as a gene-
ral remedy for the evil of poor laws ; and, besides
this, it is palpably impracticable, as a scheme that
could be legally enforced throughout. The quan-
tity of land requisite to keep a cow varies, accord-
ing to soil and situation, from two to twenty acres,
or more. In some parts of the country adapted to
pasturage, the practice could easily be adopted;
and so it is in Lincolnshire and Rutland. In
other parts it is very different. To afford every
individual land sufficient to keep a cow is indeed
out of the question. It would neither be econo-
mical for the nation, nor beneficial to individuals,
in proportion to the waste. Milk is but one of
many articles in housekeeping; and several others
are equally necessary, and more essential. Were
law to provide for each man an independence, as
to the supply of milk, why not ensure the same
of bread—of flesh—of raiment—of fuel? =~Why

p. 812, there is the following note, manifesting the wrong im-
pressions which had been made by Mr. Young’s publication.

“ Nore. This was written after I had read Mr. Gourlay’s
account of the cow system in some parishes in Lincolnshire, see
Annals of Agriculture, Vol. 37, p. 154. From my personal
knowledge of that gentleman, I am inclined to pay very great
attention to his opinion, for few have seen so much of England in
a practical way as this intelligent North Briton; but 1 am not
convinced of the benefit of the system, and did the nature of my
work allow me, I should readily give my reasons for dissenting
from his opinion,”
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not introduce agrarian law, the most frightful of
all political expedients >—But it is more than law
can accomplish ; and if law cannot prevail, it is
needless to preach up advice to land-owners, to
make gratuitous offerings of land and cows, when
eircumstances admit of it.

Clear as this may appear, it is a curious fact
that Mr. Young, a man who at one time gave
evidence of the soundest faculties, should have
got lost in confused reverie. Till the day of his
death, he seems to have brooded over the scheme
of making public provision of land and cows for
the poor, as practised in Lincolnshire and Rut
land. In the book entitled, ** AGRICULTURAL
Srate or THE Kinepom,” printed by the
Board of Agriculture in 1816, suppressed, and
then brought before the public by a surreptitious
edition, of which, no doubt, Mr. Young was the
compiler, a chapter is dedicated to the subject
of land and cows, and the result of my inquiries
in 1801 are brought forward by way of proof. In
the Farmer’s Journal, too, of 16th September,
1816, there appeared an article written by Mr.
Young, calling attention to the same subject.
These publications are curious, as marking the
continued bent of Mr. Young’s mind—a mind
which at one time was powerful, lively, and com-
prehensive; which saw that something was want-
ing for the comfort of the poor; but never could
stiike with decision upon any scheme, at once
practicable and efficient, which could be gene-
rally introduced under the authority of law. Tt is
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worth while to keep on record the sentiments and
wishes of such a man as Mr. Young, for their own
sake; and as they may impress on the minds of
my readers a stronger disposition to attend to my
own schemes for the relief of the poor, I shall copy
out, below, the articles I have alluded to*.

% ¢« In the year 1800 the Secretary of the Board was
directed to employ the summer in examining the effect of
a great number of parliamentary enclosures, as well in
respect to the interest of cottagers, as to thosé general
beneficial results well known to flow from the measure of
enclosing; and as it appeared upon that inquiry that many
cottagers were deprived of the benefit of cows without any
necessity for suech deprivation; the Board, in order the
better to understand the question, despdtched a person in
1801 for the express purpese of fully ascertaining it in the
two counties of Rutland and Lincoln: the report of that
Jjourney was ene of the most interesting menioirs ever laid
before the public, and proved unquestionably the immense
advantages resulting from the system, to the landlord, the
farmer, the cottager, and the public.”

See page 8th of “ AGRICULTURAL STATE OF THE
Kinepom,” published by Sherwood, Neely, and Jones;
1816: and again in page 12th.

““ The person employed by the Board, and who ex-
amined above forty parishes minutely, gives the following
general result:

““ Seven hundred and fifty-three cottagers have among
them 1194 cows, or, on an average, 1% and % cow each.
Nor ONE OF THEM RECEIVES ANY THING FROM THE
PARISH! even in the present scarcity. The system is as
much approved of by the farmers as it is by the poor

people themselves. They are declared to be the most
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Mr. Malthus, who so ably refutes all the silly
objections to his theory of the principle of popu-
Jation, and shews the inconsistency of Mr. Young’s
writings on the question of giving land and cows to
the poor, says, “ I have indeed myself ventured

hard-working, diligent, sober, and industrious labourers
who have had land and cows, and a numerous meeting of
farmers signed their entire approbation of the system. In
the abovementioned parishes, rates are, on an average,
171d. per pound; and but for exceptions of some families
who have not land, and of certain cases and expences
foreign to the inquiry, they would not be one penny in the
pound.

¢ In nine parishes, where the proportion of the poor
having cows amounts to rather more than half the whole,
poor-rates are 31d. in the pound.

¢« In twelve parishes, where the proportion is less than
half, but not one-third, poor-rates are 9%d. in the pound.

¢ In ten parishes, where the proportion is something
under a fourth, poor-rates are 1s. 6d. in the pound.

¢« In seven parishes, where the proportion is but nearly
one-sixth, poor-rates are 4s. 11d. in the pound.

¢ And in thirteen parishes, where few or none have
COWS, poor-rates are os. 11d. in the pound.

“The poor in this considerable district being able to
maintain themselves without parish assistance, by means of
land and live stock, and to do it at the same time so much
by their industry and sobriety, and consistently with an
honest conduct, clearly marked by the entire approbation
of the system by the farmers, &c. their ueigl:bours, is a
circumstance which, well considered, does away a multi-
tude of those objections and prejudices which we so often
hear in conversation.”
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to recommend a general improvement of cottages,
and even the cow system on a limited scale; and

FARMER'S JoURNAL, 16TH SEPTEMBER,. 1816.

On the State of the labouring Poor.

Bradfield Hall, Sept. 2d, 1816.
Sir,

THERE never was a period in which the condition of
the labouring poor in agriculture demanded more particu-
lar attention than the present. The difficulty of finding
employment with farmers who can scarce pay their rents,
and among whom there are many who cannot pay it at all,
is such, that the distress is not only great, but general:
much has been spoken and written upon this subject;
many ideas suggested and plans proposed for relief, which
are either impracticable in themselves, or too difficult to
be adopted : probably the truth is, that no plan whatever is
well calculated o meet the evil under all its aspects: every
variety of situation may demand a variety in the means
of relief, and therefore the more numerous the proposals
the greater the probability of their being applicable in
specific cases. It is astonishing to me that in the various
publications which have issued from the press on the sub-
Ject of agricultural distress, none of their authors appear
to have searched for cases exempt from the common cala-
mity :—are any such to be found? Now, Sir, it is with
great pleasure I have to inform you that such cases do
exist at present, have existed for many years past, and
stood the test of the two scarcities. A most minute de-
scription of them was published in the Annals of Agricul-
ture (vol. 87, page 514), by a gentleman employed by the
Board of Agriculture, expressly for the purpose of ex-
amining minutely into every circumstance attending such
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perhaps with proper precautions a certdin portion
of land might be given to a considerable body of

cases, and who travelled through an extent of nearly one
hundred miles of country, abounding with a great number
of instances, upon the whole sufficient fully to ascertain the
effects of the plan pursued. In the counties of Rutland
and Lincoln the practice is to attach land to cottages, suffi
cient to support that number of cows which the cottager is
able to purchase. They are tenants to the chief landlords
and not sub-tenants to farmers; yet these latter are yery
generally friends to the system : well they may be so, for
the poor-rates are next to nothing when compared with
such as are found in parishes wherein this admirable sys-
tem is not established.

In the late minute inguiries made by the Board of Agi-
culture into the state of the labouring poor  throughout
the kingdom, many persons were written to who reside in
the districts where this system is common, and it was found
by their replies that the practice stands the test of the
present distress as well as it supported the opposite diffi
culties of extreme scarcity. It is much to be regretted
that so admirable an example is not copied in every part
of the kingdom; and should a committee of .the House of
Commons meet in the next session, pursuant to the notice
given by Mr. Curwen, it will be strange indeed if they do
not call before them the persons residing in those distriets,
who are most able to give them full information relative o
a system which has stood the test of such long experience,
and encountered the difficulties of the most opposite ten-
dencies. In those counties where no such practice is met
with, it is very rare indeed to meet with a labourer Wwho
has saved any money :  their reliance is entirely -on the
parish; and their present earnings dissipated in the ale-
house : not so in Lincolnshire. The man who wishes 10
1
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the labouring classes. If the law which entitles

the poor to support were repealed, 1 should most

marry saves his money to buy cows; and girls whe design
to have hushands take the same means to procure them :
sobriety, industry, and economy, are thus secured; and
children are trained from their infancy to the culture of a
garden, and attending cattle, instead of starving with un-
employed spinning wheels,

No object can better deserve the attention of men of con-
siderable landed property: if some change of management,
decisive in its nature, does not take place, poor-rates will
continue to increase till they will absorb the whole landed
revenue of the kingdom. At the present moment they-are
rising in a manner that ought to alarm every propriefor of
land : and this not to assist or support such ohjects as were
described in the 43d of Elizabeth, but hearty, strong men,
in the full vigour of life, which must be considered as so
absolute an abuse of the system, that not one session of
Parliament ought to pass without some effective remedy
being applied, It is a question whether Mr. Curwen’s
proposed parochial committees can answer the great end
which every one ought to have in view: to transfer those
debates upon questions really political, from the House of
Commons, toparish Committees, composed of men, on the one
side, solictious only to pay as-little as possible, and on the
other, to receive as much as possible, may be productive of
continued discord ; but does not promise any benefieial set-
tlement of that variety of questions which must necessarily
come before them. I cannot but be much inelined to think
that an act of Parliament for limiting the demands for
parish assistance might be framed, which would be far
more effective. It might, for instance, be proper to cut off
at one stroke every possible demand arising from bastardy,

e
e———

v

b S T s A

e

i,

o

= g




Xevi GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

highly approve of any plan which would tend to
render such repeal more palatable on its first pro-
mulgation ; and in this way some kind of compact
with the poor might be desirable.” See Appendix,
vol. iii. p. 365, of the last (5th) Edition of the Essay
on Population. To have thus much granted by
Mr. Malthus, is no small matter, and should not be
lost sight of. It opens a door of reconciliation
with the man who too unguardedly asserted that
there was no cure for the evil of the poor laws but
to declare, and act upon the declaration, that the
poor had no right to public relief in the mainten-
ance of their children.

which has been so fertile a source of parochial burdens.
Might not all assistance be denied to men and women in
the possession of health and strength, and who have only a
rimited number of young children? Might not the same
refusal be given in cases of distress ensuing after a certain
number of years of health and strength in which no saving
had been invested in saving banks? These, and a variety
of other cases which might be named for limiting the ap-
plication of poor-rates, would cause very considerable re-
duction in this increasing burthen. But it must be ad-
mitted that a proper opportunity should be taken for any
decisive regulations, and such an opportunity can be found
only in a period not abounding with general distress; and
the misfortune is that when the time of difficulty is past, it
would not be an easy business to fix the attention of Parlia-
ment to questions not immediately pressing for notice.
I am, Sir,
; Your’s, &ec.
(Signed) ARTHUR YOUNG.
1
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Nothing can be more clear than the abstract réas
soning of ‘Mr.' Malthus, on the principle of popus

Before turning the leaf over the name of Arthur Y ouny,
I must make a few brief remarks on his character, and
most willingly would  offer' a tribute of respect 'to  his
memeory. He was an enthusiast, and of course honest:
he was well educated, and a gentleman. In all his velus
minous writings a mean sentiment is not te be found,
His habit of making free with people’s names, and taking
liberties with their writings, arose from an uncontrollable
ardour in the cause of improvement. T felt sore with
what he did in this way towards myself, and others did so'
but he meant not to injure. After he got entangled! with
the Board of Agriculture, he did no good to ‘the world,
His inclination to aceumulate crude and undigested, infor-
mation, sufficiently evinced in some of his tours, had then
full scope: he then lost himself, and bewildered others, in
the confusion of detail. I question if he ever had the
power of correct abstract reasoning. His imagination
was too busy for it: his eye was too ravenous, devouring
all within its reach. ' Had 'hé become blind When in' the
vigour of youth, and never associated with the old women
of the Board of Agriculture, Arthur Young might have
proved a benefactor to the human race.

Writing of him in 1809; I said, ¢ the gold of govern-
ment fell like a mildew on the genius of Young.” I was
wrong. From these words, it may be inferred, that he was
corrupted by the gold of government, which I am con-
vinced he was not. There are influences which affect
people, situated as he was, which have nothing to do with
pecuniary considerations. The spirit of Young is onewhich
I désire to meet with in Elysium ; and T 'make this little ac-
Lnn\'.le'dgmeni to clear the way. His Toar in France

o
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lation ; and of all his disciples, no one, I believe,
d greater satisfaction than L'did on the

ever enjoye
I had for years been em-

first perusal of his book.
barrassed in my studies, on the su bject of perfecti-
bility, and could not reconcile results. in nature
with the attribute of perfect goodness inthe: Divi
nity. The theory of Mr. Malthus dissipated all my
doubts ; ‘and though a few pages made clear what
had puzzled me, such is the nature of truth, that
I can, again and again, read over the illustrations
of the important one, established by the Essay on
Population, with renewed pleasure, I can go baek
with Mr. Malthus into ancient times: 1 can ae
company him over the globe, from Britain to China,
or from the frozen north to the torrid zone, de
lighted to find that the law of natare is just and
invariable ; requiring of man only virtue to reach
the highest degree of sublunary bliss, and making
misery as surely the concomitant of vice. Balmy,
indeed, are such truths; but how strangely have
some been led astray into reflections of the most
opposite kind, from the perusal of the Kssay on
Population !  How strange, that the man who has
earned the immortal honour of having happily illus:
trated a principle so essential to individual peace,
and o admirably fitted to be a corner-stone for the
erection ofa sound and liberal system of political

should be preserved for; ever, to. give just conceptions, nok
only of the commencement of the French Revolution, but of
the great need for it.
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economy, should have become the butt of acri-

monious censure—should have been accused of

designs utterly at variance with the whole scope
and tendency of his reasoning ! Can we suppose
that Mr. Young, Mr. Godwin, and a swarm of
inferior note, who have been the virulent and blind
opposers of Mr. Malthus, were urged on by mere
petulance or spite,~~were wanting in liberality ?
Certainly not. Both Young and Godwin were be-
nevolent men ; but they caught up a wrong scent,
and gave tongue to an erring pursuit *,

* The above was  written' in September, 1820, and shortly
afterwards Mr. Godwin’s last work appeared on ‘the- subjeet of
Population. I immediately perused it, and ' eould ' not help
exclaiming, Alas ! poor Godwin, Sucha compound of weakness
was certainly never presented to the public ; ‘but strange to'say, the
public entertained for it respect. I had prepared an exposé, The
Edinburgh Review has saved me the trouble of producing it.
One of Mr. Godwin’s animadversions ofi Mr., Malthus is gorrect
that which regards the rapid ‘increase of people in the western
states<of America. ~Mr. M. has not adverted sufficiently to the
inerease in that quarter from emigration, as Mr. Godwin observes:
The' western: states have a constant stream of settlgrs flowing’ into
them from' the old settlements. The stipply afforded in this way
by New England is beyond belief; ‘and yet New England
somewhat incresses in population, nomithstamlinfr the ‘drain, I
made inquiries as to this, when travélling' through that eountry.
Mr. Malthus had no need of pointing to the western states, to
prove that population inereases rapidly in America. His positiot

was tenable, without any dverstrétchi. Mankind, I have no doubt,
might'double their number every fifteen years, under favourable
eireamistances.  Clireumstances are favourable in America, and the
consequenee is obvious. ' In 1800 the Census of tlie Stateof New
York, “gave 6587.,084. That of 1810 gaveé 960,054, and that of

o 9
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Looking dispassionately to the controversy which
the doctrine of Mr. Maltbus started, 1 think we

1820, about 1,400,000 inhabitants. I refer to this State, because one
half of it consists ofold, and one half of new country. New York,
Albany, and Schenectady, = dare among the oldest towns in
America; and, so far, the country was settled at a very eatly
period. Before the revolution, agricultural settlement had advanced

only partially to Utica and Rome, then called Forts Schuyler
and Stanwix. In 1792 there was nothing like a road—nothing
but Indian paths west of Whitestown, a village situated between
- Utica and Romé. The Genessee country contained in 1790 only
960 souls, including travellers.and surveyors, with their attendants,
Seventeen counties are now formed out. of the western part of New
York state, which in 1790 was, a wilderness. In 1800, these
counties contained 69,209, in 1810, 229,148, and in 1820,
inhabitants.

The mass of Americans are farmers, depending chiefly on their
own manual labour, for subsistence, which subsistence can be pro-
cured for two or. three hours labour per day. The moment that the
son of an American farmer is free from his father’s controul, which
he is at 21 years of age, he can have a farm of his own; A wife i
part of the necessary stock ; and it is needless to waste time with
saying more. It mustbe self-evident to all, that the increaseis great
Population, I am convineed,  however, increases faster: in New
Epgland than it does in Indiana and Iliinois. - The art of
settlement has never yet been understood, and the wasteful way in
which wild lands have been disposed of, has contributed greatlyto
check that degree of comfort, and ease, which is favourable to
breeding and nursing. In the woods of America, young wives af
often injured in their health by the hardships incident to the firs
years of settlement. . A young fellow, of New Eng'and, takesto
himself a wife, and having a span (pair) of horses, furniture for:a 10
house, and a few barrels of flour, pork, &e. packs his allina
ramshackle waggon, and sets out.on a journey, of five hundred miles,

to make a piftch in the woods. The poor woman is scarcely &t
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may discern whence has arisen the phlegm of op-
position. . Mr. Malthus pushes-home his abstract
reasoning too stoically.  He dwells too: much on
gloomy results: he attributes  these results  too
much to the innate weakness of humanity : he re-
gards too little the consequences of vieious insti-
tutions : he almost seéms to doat on the idea that
the condition of manis hopeless: he cheers us too
little with'the view of improvement ; and he is too
rash; in asserting that the poor should, be deprived
of their right of maintenance for children,—a right
which circamstances have created and time con-
firmed,—without due preparation and fairequivalent.
When Mr. Malthus speaks of denying to the poor
their right to public support, he.reflects not a mo-
Inent on  rights, both natural and acquired, which
have been gradually filched from them, and.in lieu
of which “the “right which they ‘now enjoy is the
wretched substitute.  Tf Mr. Malthus will make a
fair bargam with the poor, not only for what has
been stolen from them, but which the progress of

home when she is confined—not in the straw ; for ll the second
year nothing so comfortable as straw can be procured :-—she is
confined on a miserable stump bed, most scantily furnished, while
an ill-made earthen floor is damp from morn to night ; ‘while
muskitoes are buzzing in every direction ; ‘and all the neighbour-
hood is infected with an aguish effluyia, fdrawn forth by the sun’s
heat, acting for. the first time on the crude vegetable matter of the
new cleared land, Such situations are not the best nurseries. It
is the old settlements which produce and rear most children, and
Old England, if all was right, could fulfil God’s commands—could
multiply and veplenish the earth as fast as New England does.

o
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essary and proper
shall admit the
I would cut off

civilization has shewn to be nec
for ‘them to possess, I, for one,
sternest adoption of his proposal.
their claim of right to public: support, both: xodt
and branch ¢+ I would not only do this, 'but enact
a law, by which charitable foundations' should be
and ' erring benevolence kept in' checkz 1

erased,
¢ no societies to be formed for relieving

would suffe
distress ; nay, were the streets strewed with the

viefims of vide and misery, 1 'would say, ‘et the

dead bury the dead®*.”

* At once to shew that I have been long a steady disciple of
Mr. Malthue, and that my eye has not been suddenly bent, either
on a narrow, or too rigid reform of the poor laws, T shall here
{uote {wo passages out of a book, published by 'me ‘in’ ¥800.
« Tast winter.I was delighted with the perusal of Malthus on
Population. That work hassettled all my doubts, after eight years
search for the boundary of human hope ; and if, under the grand
law. of virtwous mestraint, I can say that I am perfeetly contented to
live ;—if, under this law, I feel my dignity as a ‘man more
complete ;—if, from its most thorough elucidation, T find myself
quite at ease, both in my political and religious principles, I trust
that Mr. Malthus will consider it no flattery in me to declare my
opinion, that he is worthy of the highest honour of his country.”—
Page 20. Again, “ If the people of England are not educated,
misery and the poor-rates must continue to increase among them
ancll Mr. Malthus’s recipe for bringing back the people to industry,
will be vain; for the people of England, I am certain, would not
allow Parliament to declare the right of relief void. That right is
one, not founded by law only, but by nature. Every society is
bound, in honor, to take care of certain unfortunates: it is tho
business of society to reduce these in number as much as possible

by fair mgans : whatever happens in the world, the abstract virlue
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There are two grand principles which rouse men
to action, mecessity and ambition; and in a truly
civilized age, when all men shall have fair advan-
tages, these will be found sufficient of themselves
to admit of all public charities, and of every thing
like poor-laws, being set aside. The publie chari-
ties and poor-laws of ‘Ebgland have, indeed, been
its greatest curse.. They have weakened the efforts
of nature: they have blunted the spur of neces-
sity, and taken from ambition its lure.

It is impossible for any man fully to conceive
the mischief which has arisen from the poor-laws
of England, without having put in comparison the
condition' of the labourers in that country with
that of ithose in the sister kingdom. It was from
ample practical experience in both countries that
I made up my mind as to the causes of difference,
~~the causes which have brought on England a
worse ‘than useless expenditure of eight millions a
year ;—causes which must be removed before any
great advance can be made in the improvement,
moral or physical, of this country. The expendi-
ture of eight millions annually by no means indi-
cates the amount of evil generated by the system
of the poor-laws‘. While that sum is squandered,

of this law must remain the same.” Pages 123.and 124. This
last quotation will take the edge from the stern declaration in the
text: nor does it contradict so much as it may at first seem to do,
the principle on which that declaration rests. Mankind have
claims upon each other, of duly as well as vight; and this may give

a text for discussion wpon anether oceasion.
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double that is lost by its degrading the people, and
lessening their exertions. = Having travelled far
and wide, both in England and Scotland, since my
return from America, I have had occasion to notice
a striking difference in the respective countries
under the present agricultural distress. In Eng-
land 'this is felt far’ beyond what it is in Scotland.
Petitions for relief pour into Parliament from all
parts of England; while few or none have appeared
from Scotland. | 'This greater jurgency in-a;great
measure springs from the growing evil of the poor-
laws.  Markets are equally bad every where; but
in ‘Scotland the exertions: of ‘labourers - increase
with: the pressure.: ' There, the labourers share with
the farmer ' his . distress. They become more obe-
dient - to,  his: will: they -enable him to do more
with-smaller . means; and their wages fall*, In
England it is all the reverse. Here there is/no
spring for industry. In hard times the ;poor have
no increased stimulus to toil; but fall heavier and

heavier as ‘a:load ‘on their employers, while their
employers become less and 'less. lable to suppoit
hem.

Farming in England, from 1809 till 1817, I
could ‘hire an English ploughman for£12 and his
victuals; while the current rate in Scotland was
from £18 to £20; and such was the superiority of
the Scotch in point of sobriety, steadiness, and
fidelity, that I could afford to bring them from the

* Ploughmen’s wages have fallen in Scotland, from. £18 and
£20 per annum to L9 and £10 sincethe peace;
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north, and pay them even upwards of £20 per
annum ; nor would I have limited my number of im-
ported labourers, but for the necessity of employing
parish poor, who, whether employed or not, I was
bound tomaintain*, Thisdifference clearlyarose from
the different circumstances in which the labourers
of the respective countries had been trained up.
In the one country they received education, were
inspired . with feelings of independence, and ¢ne-
rished hope of getting on in the world. In the other,
without: education or' laudable ‘ambition, they
had no inclivation to exert themselves either for
character or gain., To better their eondition, one
only shift was left them—to marry, and procreate
children,iin proportion to the number of whom their
proportion of parish-pay was - increased. While 1
marked the real difference: in point of economy;
which sprung from the mere training of  labourers :
while I observed the effects of this better training
in improving the moral qualities, the enjoyment,
and respectability of the Scotch, I had the fullest
conviction from experience; that the natural dispo-
sitions of the English were superior;to those

of my
countrymen;

and I more and more deprecated the

infernal system of perversion and debaseniéent,

What such a damning ' system would

u[tirnatu:al}r
come, to, has been

long evident; but only now

begins to ~be impressive, from its consequences ;

* I have heard it stated as a fact, that four out,of five
missioned officers in the army are Scotch. It
ascertained ; and is truly worthy of reflection,

non-com-
can readily. be
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and well will it be, if present consequences force
on'a remedy, while worse have not ensued.

The grand question is, How 'can the 'system of
the 1)051'-1:{\\-'5 be changed? M. Malthus having
made good his abstract position,—having ‘allowed
that « the system of the poor-laws is an evil, tn coms
parison of which the national debt, with all s
terrors, s ‘of little 'moment,” and 'being alarmed
with '« the prospect of a monsirous deformity i
society,” proposes a’ law, by which the children of
the poor should cease'to be relieved’; 'and that to
render this law palatable, a' sermon ‘should ‘be
preached on ' the subject at the solemnization of
marriages. '« How strange, that a man should have
a head so ¢lear for abstract reasoning, and eyes s0
dim to the consequences which would certainly
ensue upon the very first attempt to put ‘sucha
law ‘in execution! As well might Mr. Malthus,
after a train of abstract deductions, propose to do
away, by mere law and ‘ceremony, with kings,
whom the madness of the people, superstition, ty-
ranny, habits,and prejudices, have confirmedon theit
thrones.  Most certainly,” éivil war and bloodshed
would be the consequence of any such attempt, as
well in the one casé as in the other. The poor of
England ‘might not have had an inherent right to
maintenance for children; and if a ¢lear under
standing had been ‘held in bar of such right, un-
doubtedly it would have been well to have main-
tained ity but now, ‘that both ‘law “and practice
have ‘made good ‘this right ;—mow, that circum-
stances have rendered it necessary, the case is en-
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tirely changed. The right of the poor for main-
tenance can no longer be done away with by mere
words. Substantials have been taken from the
poor, and substantials must be retumned, if further
sacrifices are to be required of them; nor can even
this change be effected without cautious prepara-
tion and liberal treatment.

Though my main pursuit in removing from Scot-
land to England, was to examine into the causes,
and contrive remedies for the evils of the poor-law
system, it was several years before I could make
up my mind on any point.. For two years L inter-
fered little in parochial management; keeping,
however, a watchful eye owver those who did in-
terfere. The third year I became one of the over-
seers, and gave minute attention to every particular.
In Wiltshire, and some counties round, a system
of regulating the wages of labour, was. completely
matured and acted upon. Nine shillings per week
was declared to be the pay ofa labourer in Wilt-
shire, though in Fifeshire, from whence I had come,
twelve shillings per week, and often more, was the
customary rate, As nine shillings per week could
not maintain a man with a family, the rule was to
allow him to apply to the overseer, when he had
more than two children, for additional pay, which
was thus regulated. First, the man’s wages were

set down, viz. : : ? : . 9s. 0d,
Then a value was put on the labour
of his wife, say . ; ; o 390

Carried over -12s. 0d.
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Brought over = 12s. 0d.

81 Then‘an inquiry was made, as to how
miich each child, above seven years
of ‘age, earned, and that was ‘set

s

down ; say 3s. for one, 25, foranother,

4 and 1s. per week, for a third—in all 60
| 13" 0
1 i Then the whole family was naimbered ;
3; i say man, wife, three children above
8 seven years old, and three iinder
w0 ,{V that age,—in all eight. persons; for

each of whom the selling price of a

gallon loaf, with 3d. in addition, was

allowed. ' If the gallon loaf was 3s.*

then there was to be reckoned 2%s.

for loaves, and the ''3d. to each of

eight persons, 2s. 'making - . inall 26 0
From which sum the earnings of the
) family were deducted, leaving a ba-

3 lance to be paid by the Overseer, 8 0

The glaring error in this part of the system was
setting the wages of the labourer too low. In
A England the habits of labourers were not so eco-
i i nomical as in Scotland: in England, labourers
1"{ really required more money to maintain  them;
i but here in England they had greatly less: herea
nominal price was set upon labour, 3s. per week
below what it was naturally worth in Scotland.

iz i A * With the above example, the rule will be sufficiently under-
= el stood.’ The'gallon loaf falling to 2s. 6d. or 2s., lowered parish

t pay in proportion.
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There was no difficulty.in correcting this error.
As soon as L got to 'be overseer of the poor, 1
reckoned the labour of revery able-bodied man at
12s.; and thus; ata single stroke, not only lessen-
ed parish pay and' poor-rates, but did infinite good
otherwise.. The poor themselves were quite pleas-
ed with this change: not so the farmers; who
as soon as [ was out of office reduced wages to 9s.
per week. The farmers had a reason for this:
but it was founded on ignorance; and to ignorance
and bad reasoning we may safely ascribe a full half
of all this world’s misery. ' By holding down the
nominal wages of married men with more! than
two children, the farmers had chiefly in viéw to
hold down the real wages of single men; and those
who had less - than three children ; -and they really
made good their point, to the great injury bath of
themselves and labourers. Thus, while statute-
laws have been framed to. prevent manufacturing
labourers from combining to raise their pay, a most
powerful combination, ratified by the magistracy of
England, was at work to keep down husbandry
labour below its proper level ; and thus it was that
' .could hire an English . ploughman! for £12 per
annum, while I,could not hire a Scotch ploughman
of the same appearance at less than £18. It will
naturally be asked, why should an unincumbered
English ploughman submit to this? ‘And  the
question must be solved by looking to a variety of
points ; and gathering causes from all of them.
The whole of the south of England was subjected to
the cursed, artificial system of which a part now

ﬂ/f ”~
x /1,-'«4;{, Nl mote Proleieed 72 ~'_-¢J('.’t(."\ -
¢ 55
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appears. ' A spirited young  man might travel a
hundred miles before he could get beyond the limit
of the agricultural combination ; and there were
few spiriﬂed young ‘men in a country where the
mass of the people could not read and write.  The
want of mental energy, consequent on the want of
education, aided by attachment to the place of
birth, relations, friends; and still more to-habits of
indolence, ‘caught + from what they saw around
them, all conspired to enslave labourers, and 'to
enable farmers to triumph ‘over them in ‘a;most
pernicious victory. With a few sensible people
I could prevail by reasoning, and obtain confessiony
that keeping down wages by artifice, was wrong
and unthrifty; but there was no getting any body
of farmers to act in the face of established practice.

While in Scotland, I 'was in the habit of adverti-
sing for labourers when pushed by extraordinary
need. By the simple means of a dozen or two
printed notices, stuck up at public places; 1 have
had a hundred reapers come immediately to my
aid ; and, by such timely aid, I have repeatedly
saved my crop from destruction, and harvested it
at the' very best moment of time. In England,
being in want of an extraordinary number of hay-
makers, after a tract of wet weather, 1 wrote qut a
few advertisements, and had them stuck up in the
neighbouring “villages ;' but what ensued ?—My
advertisements were pulled down by the farmers:
tf_ley were exhibited next market-day, in order to
disgrace me ; and some men, whose ignorance was
backed by bad temper, ‘were actually sulky. Here

2
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is scope for useful reflection. English labourers,
[ have said, have, naturally, better dispositions
than my countrymen. I found the same of English
farmers, where not immured in the mud of bad
practices, or accustomed to lord it over the poor.
Just in proportion, indeed, as men of all sorts are
independent of each other, so much more will they
be well disposed and kindly to each other. In
Wiltshire, the farmers, in many respects, were ex-
cellent men. I remember them with the warmest
regard, and have the felicity to know, that I am
not forgotten as a friend-in that county; but I must
say that, to the poor, some, even of the best of
them, were totally without feeling. How diffe-
rent did I find it in Lincolnshire twenty years ago.
There, farmers were, for their labourers, the warm-
est advoecates. I shall never forget the oceasion
alluded to page xcii, where it is said, ““a numerous
meeting of farmers signed their entire approbation
of the system.”

While dini:;g.\-\‘ith a large party at Brigg, I made
known my errand into Lincolnshire. I said that
Government had in view to make arrangements
throughout England, for providing every poor man
with the means of keeping a cow, and that I had
been sent to inquire whether the practice in Lin-
colnshire and Rutland had been attended with good
effects. I shall never forget the burst of approba-
tion which instantly proceeded from all present,
and think T yet see the kindly flashes which were
darted from eye to eye. Being loth to lose so good
an opportunity of giving satisfaction to my em-
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ployers of the Board of Agriculture, [ called fog
pen, ink, and paper, and wrote outa certificate,
which was instantly signed by every man present;
and which I shall here produce.

Brigg, Lincolnshire, 19¢h Feb. 1801,

We, the undersigned, farmers.in the neighbourhood of
this place, where it is very common to allow Cottagers land
for the keep of a cow, &c. give it as our opinion that,
enabling such people to keep one cow, &c. is a measure
fraught with excellent effects. To the families of ‘the
cottagers it adds much comfort: to the country, contented
better 'and more 'contented

people ; ‘and to ourselves,

labourers.

Rob. Holgate
T. Goulton
Wm. Sergeant
Rob. Smith
Jolhn Nicholson
John Firth
John Brown

J. Lawrence

Theo. Kirk
Jos. Dudding

Thomson Cartwright
Math. Maw
John Marshall
Rich. Roadley
John Uppleby

Geo. Sowdeiby
Wm. Butter
Geo. Maw

Wm. Richardson
Wm. Botterill
Thos. Brooks
Jos. Atkinson

J. Parkinson

Wm. Hargrave
Wm. Brown
Thos. West
Thos. Marves Martin Frankish

Wm. Bennard

I hope the greater part of these worthy men are
still alive, and I doubt not, would be still, and
equally, willing to speak in favour of the poor.

Looking back to the parish reckoning for the
pay of labour, it-may be observed, that while 9s.
per week was the nominal pay, labour was in fact
high. A Scotch labourer got 12s. and was left to
his shifts, whatever was the number of his children.
Supposing  his *wife and children only earned to
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him as much as did those of the English pauper,

he would have 55, less to live upon, or 4s. would
be saved to the publie directly ; but this visible
and direct saving to the public of 5s. was very far
from being the actual saving. While the Scotch
labourer was paid a fair price for his labour, being
a freeman, he did more for that 19s. than the Eng-
lish labourer did for 9s. in proportion; and every
member of his family, left to themselves, were
more profitably employed -than those of the Eng-
lish pauper, who had not the slightest interest in
the quantity or quality of the work they performed.
The wife and children of the Scotch labourers
would fully make up, by their greater labour, the
amount of 8s., paid out of poorrates; and
thus it may be seen, that by a pitiful fetch, to make
wages appear low in England, for the base purpose
of diminishing the wages of those not entitled to
parish aid, the price of labour was actually increas-
ed, and every farthing of the parish pay—the 8s. was
merely wasted, while the Scotch labourer had 195,
per week, the English labourer would have required
l4s. owing to his less thrifty modes of living ; and
I know, that if they had been allowed to draw in
this much, they would not only have made no
complaint to the parish ; but every man, woman
and child, left free to earn subsistence in proportion
to exertion, would have been not only contented,
but have done more for themselves, and more for
others.- In the parish of Wily, under the: factitious
system there established, it was truly disgusting to
see consequences. One family, with a weak and
h




X1V GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

good-for-nothing creature at the head of it, not worth
4s. per week, yet valued at 9s. and rendered as
comfortable in his living as the strongest and best
man, whose labour was worth 14s. The difference
between the natural and factitious system was best
proved in cases where piece-work could be agreed
for. In doing piece-work I had English labourers,
who surpassed any Scotchmen I ever employed in
the same way. In this piece-work the labourer
was paid according to his exertion, and then, in-
deed, he did exert himself. My English mowers
did their work better and cheaper than Scotchmen
coiild do, and they earned more for themselves at
the same time. An industrious Englishman, left
to himself, will work harder than a Scotchman, for
this reason, that he desires to live better ; but asa
pauper, all that stimulates to toil is set aside ; and
the heads of families impoverished and dispirited,
communicate to all below them a greater and a
greater degree of hopelessness, indifference, and las-
situde. Besides raising the rate of men’s wages,
I had recourse to methods for making the most of
the women and children, for whom the parish had
to provide. For the first two months, much oppo-
sition was made to all my measures ; but, as they
were sanctioned by magisterial authority, all was
established ; and there was not another word of
dispute, either with the poor, or their masters,
during the remainder of my term of public service.
To have thoroughly rooted out the evil in a single
insulated parish, was out of the question ; but
there were, clearly, modes of procedure, which, ge-
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nerally adopted and enforced, would have got quit
of much mischief.

I have said, that as soon as I was out of office,
9s. was substituted for 19s. in reckoning the earn-
ings of labour; and not only was this miserable
change effected, but every regulation, whieh I had
made to set bounds to arbitrary power, was set
aside by my successor; while the same magis-
trates who had sanctioned my acts, confirmed
what was done by him!1!

It thus became vain to look for permanent im-
provement, unless the magistrates themselves were
overruled; and to be sure, a case soon occurred,
to shew how much need there was for this, and
how far oppression could proceed under the pre-
vailing system. Merely because a certain poor
woman preferred my service to that of my neigh-
bours, she was neglected, deprived of her fair
allowance of parish pay, and nearly famished. As

soon as I heard of what was going on, I espoused
the woman’s cause: I afforded her opportunity of
laying her case before the magistrates; but here
she found no redress. There was but one course
left, and that was to extort, by shame, what could
not be obtained by reason and law. I had the poor
woman examined before the clergyman of the

parish, and printed the following simple statement
of her case.

h 2
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TYRANNY OF POOR LAWS,

EXEMPLIFIED.

ENGLISHMEN! 'TIS YOUR LITTLE ALL

kbt

e of some fame has written as

A WILTSHIRE Justic
if he knew nothing of f
GRINDING THE FACE OF THE POOR,
and perhaps they who have been born in darkness may be
excused for not knowing it from light; but such obscurity
who would not wish to disperse »—Behold a present proof
in the case of poor Bet Bennam.

She is well known in the parish of WILY, as being a
and industrious woman. Bet

herself, which excited attention;
for she had never, in all her troubles, been known to. off

before, being remarkable for patient endurance. She was
The report of this, drew 0

sober-minded, inoffensive,
was lately seen crying by

orying from mere weakness.
her some little attentions, and afforded her an opportuﬂity

of disclosing her situation. She had been afflicted with 8
disease incident to women, which she had concealed til

the last pitch of endurance.
e —

* These words were meant to attract notice, and their expo |
gition was simply this,~--that. the poor of England after being
reduced to a gallon loaf and, three-pence per week, had need 10
look sharp even after that. I know that there are people who
desire to see the poor fed solely on potatoes.

+ See Mr. Benett’s Letter in the Salisbury Journal,
January, 18135.

a3d of
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Her case will be best known, and more readily be-
lieved, from the following declaration, made and written
down before the Clergyman of the parish.

Bet Bennam, examined before the Rev. Mr. Ball, de-
clares, that she was taken ill before harvest, and has not
been altogether well since. That, when unwell, having no
bed clothes, she applied to the overseer for a blanket, but
he refused to give her any. She then threatened to go
to Salisbury and make a complaint, and he said he would
go too, and soon tire her of going. Ile came, however,
next day, and promised he would give her one. About
a month after, she was told it was come by the carvier,
and that she might go and feteh it. After she had the
blanket about an hour, she was sent to bring it back, and
it was then torn in two, and she had the half given to her.

She declares that she did not in ordinary make two
shillings per week, which was not the ordinary parish
allowance; but that she did net like to apply, for they
always made so many words. About Christmas, however,
during the snow, she and Mary Bacon applied together,
on pay Sunday. The Overseer then told them, they
should rather pay him some money, for he was entitled to
all they made above two shillings per week.

Bet Bennam declared she had made but one shilling
for the last fortnight, and after pressing him, he gave her
one shilling, and the other woman the same. That after
this, she did not apply at church for a month, finding it so
disagreeable, although she did not make the parish allow-
ance. She happened to have a few potatoes, which
belped her to live. She grew worse and worse in her
health, and found herself necessitated to apply on the
20th of January. Nanny Smith was then with her, and
each of them had earned two shillings during the last fort-
night. Nanny Swmith was much more able to work than
she, yet the Overseer gave her two shillings, and Bet

Bennam only one shilling: she then held the shilling out
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in her hand, and complained that she had not her
allowance; but he refused to give her any more. The
week after this, she was entirely unable to do any
thing, and she got one shilling and six-pence from
the parish. On the 12th of February, she had two
shillings and six-pence, and on the 26th four shillings,
When she had the above one shilling and six-pence,
viz. on Monday, the 6Gth of February, she asked the
Overseer to let her have the Parish Doctor; but he
told her to wait till Sunday next. She then applied
again, but he would not allow the Doctor to see her,
saying that she would do better when the warm weather
came. On Thursday, the 16th, she called on Mr. Gour-
lay, and had a letter from him to the Overseer, re-
questing him to give her a certificate to appear on
Saturday at Salisbury Hospital, to get in there, where
she might be taken care of. She went immediately
with this letter to the Overseer, and had his promise
that he would give her a paper next day, and of this
she returned to inform Mr. G. In the afternoon of Friday,
she went for the certificate, but was then told that the
parish subscription was not paid, and besides that she
could not get to the hospital, till she had been examined
by the parish-surgeon.

About a week after this, she was sent for by Mr.
G. who after examining her as to all this treatment,
desired her to get a summons for the Overseer, and said
that he would give her a cart to carry her to SALISBURY.
This was accordingly done: but after going there she had
to return without any relief—the Magistrate refusing fo
hear any statement of the case, farther than what be
obtained by asking her what she had on the two last
occasions of application,

This declaration made before me by the said Bet
Bennam.
(Signed) JOHN BALL,
Curate of Wily.
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I have seen the blanket weighed which Bet Bennam
received from the Overseer of WiLy: it weighed neat,
twenty ounces: she had no other bed-clothes besides it;
and is lodged in a most miserable hovel with three other
females.

(Signed) JOHN BALIL,
Curate of the Parish of Wily.

Myrs. G'. was first acquainted with her situation the 11th of
February, and advised her to apply for medical aid; but it
was the shuffling conduct of the Overseer, as above-recited,
which first excited our most lively feelings: yet what was
to be done to prevent such recurrence?

I had endeavoured to establish clear law as to the
poor, before the SALISBURY Bench. I had endeavoured
amendment ; but it was of no avail. What was said to-
day was denied to-morrow; and soured with arbitrary

proceedings, I had despaired of ever getting substantial

Justice there. It so happened, however, that by perfect

accident, I heard Lord Folkstone now sat on the bench;
and in the hope of change, I resolved, after examining the
poor woman as to her general treatment in the parish, to
fetch a summons for the Overseer.—Let “ the gay licen-
tious crowd” consider that this poor -woman had lived
upwards of four months on the sum of one pound, eight
shillings and eight pence—and say, if it should be so in
a country, which once boasted the wealthiest, happiest
peasantry of the world.

Her account, when every farthing was scrupu-
lously reckoned, stood thus:

£ 8.0
Earned in MY BOIVICO . o 'iis o s 5 ca ol
otherwise at sundries . . . . . .0 6 0
Had from the parish ..........010 0
hall .o aans bl 8 8

1
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considerably under the bare allowance which t.he district
regulation has appointed for the minimum of misery—uviz
a gallon loaf, and three-pence per week.

Myr. Dyke, a truly worthy Magistrate, was alone on
the bench at SALISBURY, when Bef Bennam appeared.
He patiently heard her case, and was on the point of or.
dering her relief, when two reverend Justices arrived.
The first asked at once of Mr. D. if there was any thing
due, which he answered in the affirmative. The other,
however, Mr. Marsh, immediately assumed the whole au-
thority. T assured him it was a peculiar case, and required
explanation: that I had explained matters to Mr. Dyke;
and if he would permit me, I should again give him the
particulars. The Rev. Mr. Marsh was much too dictato-
rial for this: he would settle it himself by interrogatories.
How much did you get last occasion from the Overseer!
and how much the time before when you applied? and you
made no complaint of what you got? then, if you did not,
there is no relief for you.- Sir, said I, will you but allow
me to speak for the poor woman: will you let me state her
case? No. Will you not allow me to state her peculiar
case? No. Then, Sir, we are at issue.—And thus poor
Bet Bennam had her coming for her going to SALISBURY.

Englishmen! You are making a mighty bustle about
bread, but there is more than bread wanted: we live not
for bread alone. If the loaf were at six-pence, it would
make no difference to the labourers of England, while
the poor laws remain as now, and are thus administered.
You do not know the iniquity which has reduced the king-
dom to pauperism;—which has stolen upon you, like a
thief in the night. - Tt is not your magistrates that are to
blame so much as yourselves, who have tacitly confirmed
the acts of your magistrates. Tt is not the laws so much
as arbitrary power, which you have permitted to grow up
and overshadow the views of benevolence, and the sub-
stantial ends of justice.
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Perhaps you would be displeased were you roused from
your slumbers. Perhaps you would disdain to hear of the
conspiracy, which has risen up against independence,
under your LANDED OLIGARCHY.

Perhaps you would be jealous of a witness born on the
opposite side of the river from yourselves. But, English-
men! you must either learn, or be taught by dire expe-
rience ; for out of your present system of parochial juris-
diction can come nothing but ruin.

I will be bold to say this, if you will give me your con-
fidence, that peaceable arrangements might be formed,
by which this system might be entirely done away: by
which in ten years your poor-rates would not be even
a tenth of their present reduced amount: by which pau-
perism would be annulled; and by which England would
return to ifs ancient prosperity—return to prosperity, and
outmatch the world in the greatness of its virtues.

If you deign to bestow on me this confidence, these
arrangements shall be submitted to your judgment.

ROBERT GOURLAY.

Depiford Farm, Wily, Wilts,

March 6, 1815,

The above little exposé was only but printed,
when a thought struck me, that it should have a
wider range, that it should be published beyond the
limits of Wiltshire; and I resolved to send a copy
to every English peer and member of the Commons
House of Parliament. This requiring a second edi-
tion, I flung together some thoughts with regard to
the education of the poor, a subject which had all
along engaged much of my attention. Among the
regulations which I wished to have established, was
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all children under

this, that during winter months,
1sed from la-

twelve years of age, should be exct
bour, provided they were sent to school. It will
scarcely be credited, yet, nevertheless, is true, that
this regulation was not only abandoned, but all
children, above seven years of age, were sent out
to labour, for no purpose whatever but to pre-
vent their getting to school *. To attract notice to
a practice so very abominable, and to excite addi-
tional interest to the subject of poor laws, I accom-
panied the above sad story of oppression with the

following address.
o

TO
THE LABOURING POOR OF WILY PARISH.

My rooR NEIGHBOURS,

I HAVE now lived among you upwards of five years;
and my heart has often bled for the wretchedness of your
situation: but, alas! what can a single individual do to
alleviate general calamity ? The purse even of the wealth-
iest could comparatively do nothing for the poor people of

ingland. They however are most welcome to what my
pen may effect.

Fourteen years ago, I was employed for some months by
a branch. of government, to inquire into the state of the

* The poor people of Wily were always anxious to have
their children educated ; and with great pleasure I record a striking
proof of it. Last April (1821), while on a visit to Wiltshire, [
had scarcely saluted one of my old servants (Stephen W hite) when
he hastened to tell me that e and Thomas Wickham, another of
my old servanis, had established aschool for the poor children; in
spite of opposition from the farmers. Good Ged ! should such
people not be aided by Goveragent ?
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poor; and a celebrated character, (Mr., Young), who had
suggested the inquiry, in order to stimulate me then to ex-
tend my ideas on the subject, flattered me by saying, that
I had more knowledge of the poor of England than any
man in it,

Had the scheme proposed been practicable, or even
hopeful, I should have required no flattery to have lent
it my best aid. As it was, certain ideas were then fixed
in my breast, which T have cherished ever since. They
concern the greatest subject which can engage the atten-
tion of Englishmen,—the reform of their parochial
economy.,

After travelling, chiefly on foot, for many months over
England, and having the best opportunities of knowing
the real situation of the labouring poor, T returned to
Scotland, and was eight years there without losing sight
of my ohject: often brooding on the mighty contrast
which the two kingdoms afforded,—the contrast of gene-
ral happiness and general misery: and all too the result
of a few simple regulations ; for the poor laws of Scot-
land and England are fundamentally the same.

I't was always my intention to settle some time in Eng-
land, to mature my klmwledge and forward my views on
this great subject. At the time I did come among you,
my health also had rendered a change of climate neces-
sary; and I promised myself much from the patronage
which might result from connexion with a great man,
seemingly so patriotic as the noble duke, who desired to
improve English husbandry.

My mistake and consequent sufferings are known to you
all. . Though they have, in some respects, interrupted and
retarded my prospects, they have taught me, more and
more, to feel for others, who labour under tyranny ; and
my case may shew you that this is an evil to be expected
by all those who are under the power of others. The de-
sire to tyrannize indeed is the master passion of the human
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good laws should labour most

breast, and it is that which
r and foster

to restrain. Riches will always bestow powe
tyranny, but there is a degree of independence in this
Ith cannot effect.

country, which wea
ioland, have lost much of this

You, poor labourers of
degree of independence, and of course you are subject to
and to miseries greatly multiplied. To recover

tyranny,
shall be my object ; but this can

for you independence,
only be effected gradually.

Even with every aid, it might take ten years, as above
mentioned, to rescue you entirely from your present de-
plorable situation.

Instead of being confined to particular parishes, as you
now are : instead of having your wages kept down by
rule, and having to apply at church for part of that pay,
as if it were charity, and not the hard earning of your in-
dustry: instead of poor infirm women, like Bet Bennam,
having to put up with misery itself, rather than bear the
scowl of an overseer; or having to travel twenty-two miles
for but a slender chance of redress: instead of old men
who have wasted their days in hard labour, having to cravl
at last into some cold, damp and dreary habitation, with

scarcely a blanket to protect them from the piercing wind
of winter, and with only a gallon loaf and three-pence per
week for clothing, food, and fire: instead of all this,
would it not be better that you could choose your work and
your masters over the whole country : that you could ob-
tain the highest price for your labour, and never be put fo
the necessity of begging it from any one: that you had
comfortable homes which you could call your own, and
such plenty in store, that neither age nor infirmity could
reduce you to beggary? Would not all this be desir-

able? But you may think, and you may be told, that i

is impossible. I tell you the contrary. Ttis soin Scotland,

and may be so here; for human nature is every where the
same.
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But how is it to be done, or who will do it? It nmmst be
done by yourselves, using lawful and peaceable means : not
expecting too much at first; but patiently following up
your desires and purposes. You hear, at this time, much
about petitioning Parliament. Perhaps nobody has told
you that you may do this as well as others, and that you
have as good a right.

When the parish gave you a dinner last summer, be-
cause of peace, as it was thought, I could not join, as I
saw fresh causes for war in the very public acts of the mo-
ment. I sent an offer of what I could spare, to be em-
ployed in another way ; and I requested the parish to join
me in petitioning against the slave trade, the continuance
of which was a strong symptom that the causes of war were
not laid aside. At the very moment, however, that all
indulged in the idea of peace and plenty for themselves,
they would not even take the trouble to write down their
names, for the happiness of thousands of their fellow
creatures.

Reflect on this, my poor neighbours, not with a view to
censure, but to guard yourselves against selfishness, and
against too much dependence on' others. Petitioning for
the poor-Africans could have hurt nobody, and would have
been a benevolent exercise of your most valuable right;
a right, which, if you would join in exerecising discreetly,
would certainly obtain for you, every rational demand.

But many above you, will discourage your first attempt,
from the invidious, tyrannical spirit, which is continually
on the watch against the advancement of independence.
This you must disregard, if you would do good to yeur-
selves and your children. Yon must say, that by doing
80, you hurt, nor wish to hurt nobedy ; that youm wish to
do only what is right.

Whence is it, do you think, that not one in ten of you
has been taught to read or write ; and that while hundreds

of millions are thrown away on bloody war by Government,
2
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a single million would be grudged, w hich would give your

children so great a blessing? Yes, a single million would
educate all England. Whence ? but because men in power
wish not good for others so much as greatness for them-
selves: and because they think, by your ignorance they
can more easily maintain their command over you.

They pretend, very falsely, that you would be worse sub-
jects with education. While I have lived among you, haye
you seen that the ability to read and write has made my
Scotch servants worse members of society; idle, drunken,
or deceitful? Far from it. Their education, and their edu-
cation alone, has made them both better subjects and in-
dependent men. They may go all over the island, and
need not thank any individual for the money they earn, or
the happiness they enjoy. This is generally the case with
all Scotchmen. 'Why should it not be so with Englishmen !
Why, but because they are not educated ; and ignorance
has subjected them to parish laws.

Why is it that the labouring people in Scotland are not
called the poor, as they are in England? 'Why is it that they
are better fed, better housed, and better clothed than in
England ? Why are wages higher in Scotland than here ?*
The same answer is sufficient for all these questions. The
Scotch are educated, and can take care of themselves,

while the poor English know nothing, and must submit to

the care of others, which is generally no care at all: no,
not so much as the care of the reverend Mr. Marsh ; but
the care, perhaps, of a selfish, hard-hearted overseer, who
has a direct interest in making them his slaves; —slaves,
worse conditioned than those of the West India planter,
for they are absolute property, and men will take good care

of their property. Men are seldom wanting in the care of

* For the last seven years, the average yearly wages of a
ploughman in Scotland has been £20 and his victuals ; in this
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their horses and sheep ; but the care of an overseer may be
only to get his own labour cheaply performed, and as much
as possible at the expence of others. When his labour is

done, all that he can save from the poor enriches him :

and the sooner that the infirm die, by so much is his profit

3 increased.

forie To get above all this, your first attempt must be to have
o, your children educated ; and I think the means of doing
s this would be granted you were you only to ask it. I have
very simple means in view, which would cost the counfry

o nothing ; and were this boon, which would cost, nothing,
ol granted by the Government, then it might be proper for
me to communicate with you further.

At present I confine myself to the subject of education ;
and the proceeding on this point, will serve not only as a
test for your good conduct, but for the liberality of Govern=
ment towards you.

The more simple that any scheme is, so much the better.,
Having thought much about Parish Schools for England,

od i

i I find it necessary, from many considerations, that sim-
1” plicity should be mainly studied ; and the scheme that I
1@1' have held chiefly in view, for some years past, is almost
1l;m I as simple as possible. ’

Jlm“‘ You know that by the regulation of the Justices your
o

children are liable to be called to work by the overseer, at
seven years old and upwards ; and you know that many of
the poor children, while yet only eight or nine years of age,
are dragged out through all the winter months, for no pur-
pose on earth but for the exercise of authority. Now I

have long thought this not only cruel, but altogether: pro-

) Pl fitless; and in order to prove it, I put a challenge in -the

Salisbury J ournal some months ago, offering twenty guineas
(il to do as much work without the children as with them*.
p il Nobody would take me up; and the farmers publicl_v ac-

* Bee p. vii of “ Expranatioy or Tue Mar,” vol. IL.
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knowledged at Salisbury Market Cross, that the children
were of no use whatever during the winter months.

I did all this to ripen my present purpose, and I wrote
a letter to Mr. Whitbread, one of the ablest members of
Parliament, who formerly endeavoured to get the people
of England educated, apprizing him, that T should trouble
him this Session of Parliament with the care of my pre-
posal *, It would be simply this, to obtain an Act of Par-
liament, to prevent the overseers from having the power to
call out the children under twelve years of age to.work,
during the winter half year, while the parents put them to
school during that time, and agreed that they should attend
Sunday Schools all the year round.

I have asked several of you, if you would be willing to
agree to this ; and, without exception, you have assured me
that you would thankfully. Itis my serious opinion that
this simple regulation, would do all that is wanted for you
in the way of education. In Scotland, though every parish
has an established school, as regularly as an established
church, with an endowment out of the tithes+, yet these
schools are not free schools, as is generally -imagined in
England. Every scholar has to pay fees to the teacher,
and these fees are as high as in England. Nor indeed do
the schools of the establishment educate all the children.
Perhaps the full half are educated at the schools of

dissenters and others.

#* I wrote three letters to Mr. Whitbread, dated 25th Nov.
1814, 28th March, 1815, and 30th May, 1815; but had not
in return even an acknowledgment. He left us soon after. He
flung aside the school-bill, and built a play-house!

t+ This was not literally correct. Parish schools in Scotland
are supported by an assessment on land, raised by act of paF
liament. The landed interest, however, had previously made

spoil of tithes. They stole five, and returned one.
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It is, therefore, mot so much from the want of parish

schools, as- from the oppression, and the

un llC(JCSSﬂI‘y

oppression of the poor laws, that the people of England are
withheld from the most essential blessing of education.

What I have here said will be sufficient for your

understanding at present.

In a few weeks hence I shall

draw out a petition for you to Parliament, and, I trust, by
that time, that you will have so weighed the matter in ques-
tion, that you will sign the petition, in the good hope of

obtaining a great, though cheap, gift for your children and

children’s children.

I am, sincerely, your friend,

March 13, 1815.

ROBERT GOURLAY.

In return for 700 copies of the above, despatch-
ed to members of parliament, I received thanks
only from two,—Lord King and the late most
amiable statesman, Francis Horner, Esq.; with
both of whom I exchanged a few letters on the
subject of the poor-laws.

The petition spoken of was soon after drawn
out, signed by upwards of a hundred inhabitants
of Wily parish, and presented to both houses:. to
the Commons, by Mr. Methuen, member for Wilts,
the 31st day of May, 1815, and to the Peers by
Lord King, a few days later. It run as follows:

To THE Ricur HoNOURABLE THE LORDS SPIRITUAL
AND TEMPORAL OF GREAT BRITAIN IN PARLIA-

MENT ASSEMBLED,

The humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the
Parish of Wily, County of Wills;

Sheweth—That it is notorious that the labouring people

1
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of England are not so well, generally, in point of worldly
circumstances, as they were in former times.

i That, in the remembrance of many of your Petitioners,

those who 1‘{"qnir<_=(l relief from the 'pul‘lSh were few,

consisting only of such persons as were old, or otherwise

impotent.
That now it is impossible for the best spirited and ablest

bodied man to bring up a family from the earnings of his
labour ; and that, of late, to remedy this, it has become a
standing regulation with magistrates to allow to all
labourers having a certain number of children, the right of
demanding assistance from parish officers, to such an ex-
tent as shall, with actnal earnings, amount to a certain sam
for each individual member of their families respectively;

A and consequent to the action of this regulation, other
¥t regulations have been formed and acted upon.

That your petitioners, however much they deplore that

i this factitious system should have grown up, (a system

MR {‘] which has not only lessened the comforts but cramped the

liberty and independence of a vast portion of British

subjects) would not wish to attribute its origin or ifs

progress to design ; but would rather look to it as a result of
chance, and mistaken notions of policy.

That, thus impressed, they have ever viewed this
unhappy system with dispositions peaceable and resigned;
but trust, that as far as it can be ameliorated, or virtuous
means pointed out, whereby its grievances may be lessened
or removed, that the legislature will be ever ready and
willing to afford its countenance and aid.

That, in the opinion of your petitioners, it would
contribute much to the amelioration of the system, were all
regulations regarding it absolutely fixed, and pubiicly
declared by Act of Parliament, so as to leave as little a8
possible depending on the will and discretion of individmnals.

That your pefitioners are assured, that the regulations
do admit, in practice, of such settlement ; and that this
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would tend generally to the comfort of all parties—of
magistrates—of parish officers—of contributors to parish
funds, as well as of persons who draw the whole, or part,
of their maintenance from the same,

That it can only be the just practical end of such
regulations, as they affect people claiming parochial

aid, to guard against idleness, or the neglect of means
whereby such persons may support themselves. That it
never should be the spirit of these to act tyrannically, or to
operate as a check upon the liberty or improvement of the
people.

That, nevertheless, as matters now stand, many regu-
lations are so formed, or so arbitrary, as to subject
the people receiving parish assistance to unnecessary
grievances, and to place them, more than needful, under
the caprice of magistrates and overseers.

That one regulation, in particular, has this tendency, in

a very flagrant degree, must be obvious, on the ‘mere
statement of the same : it is that, authorized by magistyates,
which permits the overseer to call out the children of those
having parish assistance, to labour, from the period of their
arriving at seven years of age. It must be manifest, that,
at no season of the year, can the labour of children of this
tender age, be of any material consequence ; and that,
even the labour of those five years older, viz. those of
twelve years of age, can be little, during the winter season;
and certainly not in proportion to the waste of health and
strength,  incarred by exposure to premature toil and
inclement weather.

That your petitioners conceive, that, with a view merely
to the ultimate economy of labour, such a regulation is
greatly too severe. That overstraining the tender years of
youth, only serves to contract the frame, to weaken the
constitution, and to entail such a degree of imbecility upon
after-life, as greatly to outweigh in the end, even to the
public, the paltry savings of childish drudgery., But there
%
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which your petitioners beg leave

is a higher consideration,
consideration,

to submit to your honourable House,—a

equally important for the community, as for individuals,

wiz. that which regards this regulation
the mental improvement of the children of those who receive
Although the period of life, from seven to

as a complete bar fo

parochial aid.
twelve years of age, may be little valuable for labour, itis
that in which the mind is most susceptible of improvement,
and when it is adequate to receive, with best effect, the
impressions of education.

That, however men may differ, as to the policy of esta-
blishing a national institution, for the education of youth,
or be aware of the difficulty of doing this to general satis-
faction, in a country where religious liberty has created
such variety of opinions, as to fundamentsl principles;
yet still, no reasonable or liberal-minded person will -say,
that parish laws, or any other, should wantonly oppose the
inclination of parents or guardians to have their children
instructed in the rudiments of education, and to be made
capable of searching the Scriptures of religion, or the writ:
ten laws of their country.

Your petitioners, upon these grounds, humbly pray, that
your honourable House will take these matters generally
into your serious consideration; but more immediately and
particularly, that you will enact that, from Michaelmas to
Lady-day, no overseer, or any other person, shall have
power to call out children, under twelve yearsof age, to
labour, or to withdraw any stated allowance from the pa-
rents or guardians of such children, because of their not
labouring ; atleast, if such parents or guardians do put such
children to school during the said period of each year.

And your petitioners shall ever pray.

(Signed by John Ball, Curate, Robert Gourlay, and
upwards of a hundred more of the inhabitants of the
parish of Wily,)
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To gain attention to this petition, when pre-
sented, I sent copies to several members of parlia-
ment; and the following letter, which I received
from Mr. Horner, may, I hope, still assist in fixing
attention to it ; for, still, it may be looked to as of
importance, and as setting forth one simple mean
of granting relief to the poor of England.

“ Lincoln’s Inn, May 27, 1815.
“ SIR,

I am very much obliged to you for sending me a copy
of the Petition, which is intended to be presented to the
House of Commons, on the part of the inhabitants of your
parish. The paper is drawn with much ability and propriety,
and makes a very forcible and faithful exposure of what I
have long thought the greatest practical evil in the system
of Englishinstitutions, though one of very recentintroduction.
To remove it altogether, or, even, to check its progress (for
it is the very nature of the evil, if not stopped, to go on
incl‘e&sing), will be found an undertaking of vast difficulty ;
not merely because many prejudices, and some corrupt
interests, stand in the way ; for these may be surmounted
by persevering discussion ; but because the correction of this
fatal error, must, I am afraid, be attended with some tempo-
rary injury to the immediate comforts and enjoyments of the
very people whose happiness and moral improvement it is
our object to secure. This consideration, at least, has
always deterred me when I thought of calling the attention
of Parliament to the subject : for in all our late discussions
about the artificial state of our money, as well as about the
regulation of the corn trade, I have insisted, that one of the
worst consequences of this factitions condition of thingswas
the modern practice among our English farmers, of
paying part of the wages of labour out of the poor’s rates;
and if T could have satisfied myself, that a practical
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corrective might be devised, that would not impair, fora
moment, the livelihood of the labourer, I shoulc
have proposed it to the House as a subject of special
It lis with very great satisfaction I see it cast
‘ call from the

1, long since,

inquiry.
upon the attention of parliament, by a
country : the interest that belongs to such an inquiry will
insure it a very patient and fair attention ; and it is to be
hoped, that by bringing the minds of many different persons
to the examination, and giving them the aid of others who
are practically informed, some plan may be struck out,
which the legislature might adopt with a reasonable chance
of success. If you happen to know, therefore, when the
Petitionis likely to be presented in our House, I will thank
you to give menotice of it; for though nothing more can be
done this session than to announce it as a proper object of
investigation for the next, it may be of great advantage to
direct the previous attention of men, both in and out of
Parliament, to the subject.”
* % * # (Continued on another subject ). * * * *

¢¢ T have the honour to be,
Sir,
Y our obedient humble servant,

F. HORNER.

R ]

Mr, Whitbread proposed to have the poor of
England educated, but he failed. Mr. Brougham
has now espoused the causc: will he succeed ?--
I say he will succeed for good, only by making his
plan part of one for the abolition of poor laws.
He has corresponded with 15,000 parsons on the
subject : will 500 of them lend %honest assistance,
and admit of liberal measures ?

Mr. Brougham has eyed ¢ the Lion of the Ex-
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Exchequer, * (hisspeech on the Education Bill,)*
as if he would growl at the cost; but I am afraid
we have much more to dread than mere niggard-
liness of expenditure. Parish schools were esta-
blished in Seotland during the seventeenth cen.
tury, when the poverty of the nation was extreme;
and the reader will see in this volume how liberal
Canadian legislators have been to this first essen-
tial for the improvement of society, the strength-
ening of moral restraint, and the bracing of every
virtuous energy: he will see that £25 per annum
is allowed for a school-master’s salary, wherever
twenty scholars can be collected togethert. Were

# ]t must be observed that the above was written in September,
1820. Since then Mr. Brongham’s Bills for educating the poor, &e.
have been brought into the House of Commons; and I have
given the heads of one of them in vol. 1L page 878. It was
said that Mr. Brougham had relinquished his undertaking. I am
now most happy to hear that he has not. He will be the greatest
of benefactors to En:_;land if he succeeds ; and simplicity only is
wanted in the plan. For simplicity, see vol. IL. page 277.

+ While travelling in the United States, I conversed with a lady
on the subject of education, and told her that it was at o low an
ebb in England, that in the adjoining parish to where I resided,
there were only three persons who could read and write; the
"Squire, the parish clerk, and another. (there was no resident
parson). Her astonishment I shall never forget. She said she
would begin a subscription among American ladies, for educating
the English poor. Since this note was first written, the lady alluded
to has been named in Miss Wright’s Tour through the United States
and Canada ; and I may therefore take the liberty of naming her,
which{I do with the highest respect ; Mrs, Wadsworth of Geneseo.

Every child in America is educated—gan read and write.
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the cost of education the sole difficulty in the way,
such liberal provision from the taxation of the
poorest people in America, should shame into libe-
rality our wealthy borough-mongers ; but I repeat,
we have much greater obstacles to contend with
than niggardliness, and the thraldom of poor laws
is among them. I am convinced, indeed, that the
abolition of the poor laws, and the education of
the poor, should be jointly considered. They
should make part of a vast scheme of national re-
generation, in which the more simultaneous every
operation proceeds, so much the better.. Weare
arrived at that crisis, when the gravest members of
society seriously anticipate revolution, and when
public attention has been fluttering over specifics,
for the prevention of such an awful catastrophe,
till it has become almost careless of its object-
almost distracted and hopeless. I have been called
a reformer, a radical, and a radical reformer; and,
provided my notions of reform are rightly under-
stood, have no objection to any one of these ap-
pellations. From those who would bring about
any change by violence, 1 certainly stand as dis-
tant as possible; and for this reason, more espe-
cially, that I believe simple and peaceable mea-
sures may be made effectual for procuring any
rational change. Twelve years have gone by since
my mind was made up as to the mode, by which
t}ne people should proceed to obtain any great ne-
?lonal end. It was,and is, by systematic petition-
L i==by every parish petitioning the king or par-
liament for a specific and well-defined object : by
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keeping registers of parishes and names: by caus-
ing respect through consistency of purpose and
perseverance. The presentation of the above peti-
tion, which records the strange predicament, in
which the poor of England have been placed, and
whereby the hope of their receiving the benefit of
education rests entirely on the caprice of others
who have dominion over them, was meant not
only to record so strange a fact, but to lead on the
poor to speak for themselves on my plan of Sys-
tematic petitioning. It is with great pleasure I can
produce such testimony in behalf of my petition,
as that of Mr. Horner, whom every Member of
Parliament must remember with esteem and admi-
ration ; but I was not so sanguine of gaining at-
tention to the cause as he. [ complied with his
wish, and sent him notice of the day on which the
petition was to be presented ; but nothing was
done. The vis inertie, the selfishness, the per-
versity of mankind are all against simple and truly
virtuous proposals. I wrote no less than three
letters to Mr. Whitbread before this petition was
presented to Parliament on the subject of edu-
cation, and enclosed him a copy of my petition,
without even being honoured with the slightest
notice. These things I take quite coolly. Poor
Whitbread had, by this time, laid aside thonghts
of educating the poor, which might have embalmed
his memory for ever in the affections of mankind :
he had laid aside such virtuous thoughts, and
devoted his greatest efforts to the erection of a
play-house. Alas! within three months of the date
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of my last letter to him, he left us !---1t has amused

me to observe, that Mr. Malthus, in the fifth edi

tion of his Essay on Population, has complimented

Mr. Owen for petitioning Parliament in favour of

poor manufacturing children, as 1 did for all poor

children. Mr. Owen’s petition was got up, after

I had served seven hundred members of Parliament

with a copy of my little tract on the Tyranny of

Poor-Laws, wherein the intention of presenting

my petition was announced; and, to the best of

my recollection, Mr. Malthus had a copy of that
tract sent to him. Perhaps, from that tract it
was known that ‘“the poor laws of Scotland are
not materially different from those of England*.”
Shortly before my departure for Canada, I had

a second petition presented to the House of Com-
mons, to record what was farther required for the
relief of the poor from oppression; and to give
them practice in the only peaceable mode of pro-
ceeding for that end. The following is a copyof
the second Petition.

To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled,
The humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabilants of
the Parish of Wily, in the County of Wilts, (the 5th
of February, 1817.)

SHEWETH,

THAT on the 31st of May, 1815, a Petition from this
parish to your honourable House, was presented by Paul

* See page cxxiii of this Introduction, and page 120, Vol. IL
of Malthus’s 5th Edition of the Essay on Population ; alse

page 274 of the same volume.
2 _
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Methuen, Esq. member for this county, on the subject of
the poor laws, to which your Petitioners beg leave again to
call the attention of your honourable House.

That your Petitioners understood, that, at the close of
the last Session of Parliament, your honourable House had
appointed a committee, to take into consideration this most
important subject, and your Petitioners would have looked
with confidence towards the result of such consideration,
had not a proposal been set forth, by the mover of this
measure, not only subversive of hope, but indicative of an
intention and spirit absolutely abhorrent to the minds of
your Petitioners.

It was proposed in your honourable House,—not to
better the condition of the poor,~--not to lighten the
overburthened wheels of industry,---not to rekindle the
spirit of independence, nor to recruit the wasted strength of
the labourers of England :---it was proposed to oblige them
to pay four-pence out of every ten shillings of their
earnings, that they who have hitherto paid poor rates, may
be eased of their burden! When such a proposal has been
made, and patiently listened to*, in the British Senate,
under such circumstances as the present, it must be high
time for every one, even the lowest, to think for himself,—
to doubt if selfishness has left, in the human breast, one
spark of benevolence, or, if any thing like reason is to
dictate in the arrangements of civil society.

Your Petitioners were taught to believe, that after the
struggle of war was at an end, plenty would come hand in
hand with peace, to refresh the people, who had, with un-
paralleled fortitude and submission, for upwards of twenty

years of war, supported the measures of their Government:
your Petitioners have been disappointed,~most grievously

* These words, in italics, were erased before the Petition was
presented. The ¢ proposal” was made by Mr. Curwen.
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disappointed. War had its horrors, but the present peace
is more horrible than war:—the people in thousands stand
every where idle, famished, dejected, and desperate.

At such a period of disappointment and gloom, your
Petitioners would bridle in every inclination to reproach
those who have been the more immediate instruments of
bringing down upon the country its load of calamity.
Looking backward they recognise the people at every step,
identifying theirwill with that of the Government ; fostering
its ambition ; cheering its victories; sharing its plunder.
Your Petitioners wish to bury in oblivion the follies and
the crimes that are passed: they wish, now, that most
urgent necessity proclaims that something must be done,
that that may be done, which may not only be safe and
honourable for the British Government, but efficient to the
comfort and prosperity of the people.

Your Petitioners conceive that there exists no mystery,
as to the grand cause of the present distress. Excessire
taxation, for a long period of years, has not only wasted
the productions of industry, but the funding system has
registered the price of these wasted productions, as a debt
to be discharged by industry, while industry, deprivedof the
excitements which extraordinary circumstances afforded,
has ceased to be able for such a discharge. Under these
changod circumstances, your Petitioners have marked, for
the last three years, a fatal blindness to consequences, and
have beheld with sorrow, principles assumed and acted
upon, with a design to remedy impending evils, not only of
a narrow and selfish character, but palpably inadequate to
the end in view. Your Petitioners conceive that the first
step which should have been taken, after peace deprived
this country of its monopoly of trade, and the peculiar
incitements to industry, ereated by war and extraordinary
circumstances, was, to have withdrawn those taxes which

most directly bear upon the necessaries and comforts of life,
and to have substituted in their place, taxes upon idle
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property and great incomes accruing from the same. Such
measures would not only have been politic and just among
individuals, but their adoption would at once have enabled
our industry to cope with that of other nations, and would
have upheld that due degree of confidence in substantial
stock, which was clearly wanted to maintain a balance
against the dangerous influence of funded property, whose
immediate security does not rest on the success of trade
and industry, but in the power of taxation, and whose
pressure increases as the strength to bear it is diminished.

Your Petitioners hoped that time and approaching ruin
would not only have opened the eyes of all to the real
situation of affairs, but have made it the first duty of
ministers, to have declared the truth, and to have quieted
the public mind, by an assurance of instantly altering the
scheme of taxation. With utmost dread, however, have
they now heard the Royal speech proclaiming, . that the
evils, which assail the country, spring from temporary
causes, and from the transition from war to peace. Your
Petitioners deem it their most sacred duty to oppose such
sentiments, to deprecate such advice to Royalty, and to
declare it to be the very extreme of infatuation to rest
under such impressions for a moment. Your Petitioners,
being mostly labourers and poor men, have comparatively
little interest in the fate of property; but as sincere friends
to peace and good order, they wish to see that which
regulates all the commercial transactions of men, and which
is necessary to give excitement to industry, kept in its pro-
per place :—they wish no longer to see real property swal-
lowed up and endangered by a bubble, whose increase,
under existing circumstances, must rapidly tend to explo-
sion, and whose explosion can leave nothing behind, but
wretchedness and woe. With a change in the scheme of
taxation, your Petitioners have persuaded themselves, that
certain proposals, if adopted, would co-operate imme-
diately to revive the industry of the country, and, in a short
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fime, do away all necessity, both for poor laws and poer
rates.

These proposals are :

1st. That in every parish not comprehended in, nor
containing a town of more than one thousand inhabitants,
Government shall take possession of one hundred acres of
land, being the nearest clear land lo the respective parish
churches, and otherwise best suiting the purposes in view.

od. That Government shall pay to the owners of such
land its fair estimated value, raising one half of the whole
means for this purpose, by a rate similar to a poor rate; only
that owners of property shall be assessed instead of tenants,
these latter being obliged to pay legal interest to the former,
during the currency of existing leases, upon the amountof
assessment raised from their respective holdings : the other
half of the whole means to be oblained by loan, so calculated,
as to be liguidated by rents and purchase-money, mentioned
below.

8d. That each hundred acres shall be divided into two
equal parts, as to extent, and in such a manner, as shall best
suit purposes in view

4th. That one of these parts, in each parish, shall be en-
closed, and otherwise in the best manner improved, forthe
purpose of a common pasture, to remain so_for ever.

Sth. That the other half shall be divided into half-acre
allotments, making one hundred allotments in each parish.

6th. That the present inhabitants, male parishioners,
of such parishes, shail be allowed immediately to occupy the
allotments, one each ; the choice of allotments to proceed by
semorily.

Tth. That where the present inhabitants of parishes are
not sufficiently numerous to oceupy all the allotments of their
respectve parishes, other persons shall have a choice, seniority
anaf proximily giving a preference, while any allotment ré-
mains unoccupied.

8th. That each person, when he takes possession of i
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allotment, shall thereby bind himself to pay forly shillings
a year, as rent for the same ; and at all times to keep it in
good garden culture. A person, thus paying rent, shall be
styled a parish-holder.

9th. That as long as these conditions are Sulfilled, no
parish-holder shall be disturbed in, nor turned out of his
allotment ; and at his death, his son may occupy in his stead,
tf twenty-one years of age: an elder son having a priority
of choice to a younger son ; and failing sons, the choice of
occupancy shall proceed to the nearest male relation, before
it _falls to the public.

10th.  That as soon as any parish-holder shall have paid

into a savings bank, to be for that purpose established by
Government, the sum of one hundred pounds, he shall have
a cottage built on his allotment to that value ; he having the
choice of a variety of plans Jor the construction of the said
cottage.

L1th.  Phat neither the money deposited in the bank for
the above purpose, nor the property of the cottage when
built, shall be attachable for debt ; nor shall they affect any
claim of parochial relief, due by existing laws. A person
when possessed of a cottuge in this manner, shall be styled a
cottage-holder. At his death, his coltage-hold shall go to
the nearest heir-male, as in the case of the parish-hold, with
this difference, that the heir who takes possession shall pay to
relations, equally near of kin with himself to the deceased,
male and female, or to the nearest of kin female relation or
relations, if such there be, nearer than himself, to the exclu-
sion of others, a certain value Sfor the collage; and in case
no heir takes possession to Julfil these terms, then they
may be fulfilled by other persons who may desire possession,
and whose claim to possess, shall be regulated by proximity
and seniority : but if neither relations nor others shall claim
possession, then the cottage hold shall revert to Government,

JSrom whom heirs shall receive the value of the cottage, and

the cottage-hold shall be open to public purchase or exchange.
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12th.  That as soon as a cottage-holder shall have had no
relief from the parish, for the space of two years, he shall
be entitled to a vote in the parish, and have a right to pas-
ture a cow on the common. He shall be styled a freeman,
18th. That if a freeman shall throw himself for relief on
the parish, he shall lose that designation, his right to vote, and
pasture ; nor shail he recover these, till he has lived five years
without parochial aid.
14th. That as soon as a freeman has paid into the bank
the sum of sixty pounds, the same shall be received by
Government as purchase-money for his allotment, shall free
him from the yearly payment of rent, and make him eligible
into parish offices. He shall be styled a parish_freeholder.
Succession to be regulated as above.

15th. That all sales and exchanges shall be made through
public medium ; and at once lo facilitate and regulate these,
there shall be corresponding registries ; parochial, distric,
county, and national.

16th. That no person whatever shall possess eitherin
one or more parishes, more than one holding, and no perso
shall have a choice, nor be allowed to purchase, under twenly-
one years of age; but an heir male shall be allowed, whilea
minor, to hold possession, although he shall have no wote,nor
be eligible to offices, till he come of age: provided always
that none of the relations, entitled as above to a share of the
valued property, become chargeable to the parish, while their
share is unpaid, nor the heir himself, for in such cases the
holding shall revert to public possession, and the residue onlf
if any, of the value of the cottage and frechold, be paidl0
the heir or heirs, after the parish charges for mainlenanc
have been deducted.

Although your Petitioners frankly submit these Proposalst0
the consideration of your honourable House, they do not press
their adoption in the letter. Your honourable House may
see fit to modify the scheme. The common pasture may
be dispensed with, and the number of allotments may be
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increased, diminished, or regulated, as cireumstinces may
require. Your Petitioners chiefly insist that it is essential
to the abolition of Pauperism in England, that an opportu-
nity be afforded, for the labouring people to acquire pro-
perty and personal freedom; both which they have lost
through the operation of the poor laws, and which they can
never regain under existing circumstances. To afford
half an acre of land to all whe would require it, 'would not
occupy a hundredth part of the national territory: and
when it is considered that the poor once possessed many
houses and gardens in every parish, and enjoyed over all
England extensive commeon rights, of which, in many cases,
they have been unjustly deprived, such restitution must
seem far from extravagant or unreasonable,

Your Petitioners would desire your honourable House
to ‘consider, what wniversal cententment would instantly
ensue from the adoption of these proposals, or even of a
modification of them: whata fand of employment would

be created: how universally this would be diffused ; and

how lotig it would continue. Even the early production of
, Provisions to eke out the supply, before next harvest, would
be no small advantage, in the present year of scarvity, and
would cértainly be ‘obtained by affording to the poor, gar-
den allotments of land, for individual cultivation and cénve-
nience. Your Petitioners deny what has been asserted by
some, that such arrangements in rural economy, would stir
up in the minds of the people a desire for any thing like a
general Agrarian law, or that their obtaining votes, would
in'any way endanger property. Your Petitioners refer to
America, where, in many parts, the right of vote is equally
shared among the rich and the poor, without having caused
the least encroachment on property.

Your Pelitioners, though they most  earnestly desire
to see a wise reform of Parliament, do not wish the parish
vote to qualify directly for parliameéntary election, and
they ‘positively discliim ‘and renbulice What' is commetily

b
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understood by universal suffrage. They feel that the mass
of the people never could be competent, sufficiently
to estimate the comparative merits of persons aspiring
to a seat in parliament; although they could well judge,
which of their fellow parishioners were most worthy of
offices and trust within their respective parishes, and which
of them might be best qualified to act as parish deputies,
at district or county meetings, whether assembled for
parliamentary election or other business.

Your Petitioners therefore most earnestly entreat that
your honourable House will immediately withdraw all taxes
on malt, salt, soap, candles, leather, - bricks, -and tiles;
contract no more debt ; pay all national charges unprovided
for, by an assessment.on rents and  interest of money,
increasing the ratio of assessment upon great incomes
derived from the same:—That, having done this, your
honourable House will take into most serious consideration
the above proposals; and particularly that you will so
enact, that every British subject, grown to man’s estate,
shall have an opportunity of occupying half an acre of
land for its value, whereon he may establish his free-
hold : and your petitioners shall ever pray.

(Subscribed by Robert Gourlay, and ninety-seven others,
of Wily parish.)

This Petition had so much to struggle with, be-
fore it was presented to the House of Commons,
that I published an account of its struggles. (Poof
Laws, No. 4.) Seven weeks before it Was pre-
sented, I sent to every Member of Parliament?
circular containing that part printed in italics; stat
ing, at the same time, that such was to make the
sround of a petition to the House of Commons &




soon as it assembled. Application was made to
both the county members of Wilts, to present the
petition ; but neither of them going to town im-
mediately on the sitting of Parliament, it was
offered to three popular men : Sir Francis Burdett,
"Lord Cochrane, and Lord Folkstone. Sir Francis
carried it to the House, read it there, seemingly
with great care, and then returned it to me by the

hands of his brother, saying, “ he had not time to

read it.” Lord Cochrane objected to. the language,
as * too strong,” and Lord Folkstone spurned it as
being “an act of legislation.” After this, it was
put into the hands of Mr. Methuen, member for
Wiltshire, presented, read, and ordered to be laid
on the table of the House of Commons, the 28th
Fchrum'wy, 1817.

Now, that nearly four years have gone by since
this Petition was presented to Parliament, I hope
the reader will grant me indulgence in giving a
little explanation as to it.

From the moment that our courtiers took for
granted, that public distress arose out of a mere
‘¢ transition from war to peace,” and that our
landed interest relied on a Corn Bill to uphold
their rents :—from that moment it seemed well for,
€very one to enter his protest against such mad-
ness, were it only to enable him, by a future day,
to exclaim, ¢ Thou canst not say that I did it.”---

From that moment, it was clear as day, that we

were doomed to distress, if not to destruction. The
crisis has not yet arrived ; but what thinking man
is free from the impression, that we are now every

k2
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moment in jeopardy ? Schemes multiply for deli-
veraice. One would debase the coin: another
would at otice sweep off national debt, by a ge-
neral levy of 15 per cent. on every species of pro-
perty : a third would lower the rate of interest;
and a fourth has no hope but in the sponge.
I maintain, that a well-regulated tax on Rents and
Interest, would be preferable to every other scheme.
Whigs object to a property-tax, in the dread of
its enabling ministers to go on in profusion ; but
let those who enjoy rents and interest, see to that,
The main point is to unburden capital in the hands
of its employers, to give excitement to industry,
and spirit to adventure. The cravings of my Petition
admit of compromise, Disband 50,000 soldiess,
and the tax on salt might continue: put to the
hammer the reversion of useless public property,
which would bring upwards of one hundred mil-
lions, and the tax on malt might rest where itis:
abolish sinecures, and economize in all the depart:
ments of state, and the tax on hops would not be
complained of. To go still further beyond the
record, make a law, by which farmers may pay the
rents ‘of existing leases, on a secale of - reduction,
calculated from the market-price of wheat: com-
mute tithes: get quit of all corn laws; and g
dually throw open our ports to free commerce.
These are sweeping proposals ; but they are mode-
rate, when looked to as guards against the horror
of revolution. They are more fair than debasing
the coin : more safe than making a great seizur
of property : more creditable than lowering of it
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terest; and every way to be preferred to the
Sllong(“-.

Some people begin to regard revolution with
complacency, since armies have, of late, accom-
plished this with ease and safety ; but these people
little reflect upon circumstances, which render our
situation different from that of every other nation.
No country has such amultitude of degraded pau-
pers as England ; men, who remember better times,
and have experienced the most odious reverse: no
country has such a swarm of idlers existing on
fictitious wealth: the people of no country have
stronger feelings ; nor is there any where so much
talent to inflame passion. This, in short, is my
conviction, that revolution in England would cer-
tainly have a bloody beginning and a doubtful end.

Those who expect good from revolution, rest
expectation chiefly on relief from taxation and na-
tional debt, I, by no means, think that such re-
lief, even were it obtained without violence, would
secure to us the greatest good. So far as taxation
stimulates to industry, and so far as national debt
affords a place of safe deposit for its surplus gains,
both are desirable. The desideratum is to make
secure the place of deposit, by keeping taxation
within bounds, while indastry is stimulated to the
utmost, Our national debt is national capital ; and
could its interest be fairly paid out of the surplus
earnings of skill and industry, it should not be re-
duced a farthing : nay, instead of being eight hun-
dred millions, I should be glad to see it double
that, treble, or ten times that. As our debt jn-
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creases, without diminishing the fair profits of in-
dustry and skill, it indicates increasing powers of
production, and affords greater facilities to the ac-
complishment of grand national projects. With
proper management, national debt need never be
ruinous. It is all among ourselves, and the grand
point is to watch its bearings upon production. 1f
taxes overburden the wheels of industry, then it
is time to reduce them, or make rents and Interest
bear a greater share of the burden. Rents and iu-
terest are the overflowings of production ; and with
power to regulate these overflowings, national debt
cannot be extravagant in amount. ~With good ar-
rangement, rents and interest may be flung into
the sea, and industry go on producing; but the
enjoyment of rents and interest--—-of affluence and
ease, is enviable. ' It excites desires in those who
produce, rendering them more and more productive.
Rents and interest are thus remotely beneficial;
but they are not of the first consequence: they are
not absolutely necessary; and, when the neces-
sities of society require it, they should be first sa-
crificed.

The misfortune is, that the receivers of rents
and interest are our legislators ; and, till hard pres-
sed themselves, remain heedless of consequences,
—even of impending ruin. Qur great landlords
are, at a push, our directors-in-chief. They could
carry the Corn Bill against the will of nine-tenths
of the people: they could behold it powerless, and
for five years look with smail concern on the
pining away of their tenantry: they could see the
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monied interest rising on their ruin; and while
they can still purchase ease by mortgage, or by
devouring the farmer’s capital, they will remain in
apathy ; or, worse than apathy, go about amending
their Corn Bill: when every succeeding rent-day
gives stronger and stronger proof that economy
should be studied, they will go on voting away
millions for the support of soldiers in time of
peace!!  Well! if the last cord of feudal power
is to be snapped by its own straining, it may be
all for the best.

But let us indulge a moment longer in theoretic
discussion, and I shall say, that were the hand of
wisdom itself to regulate and determine a scheme
of taxation, renis and nferest would be the true
sources of supply in a country like this, They
are most easily come at. Their amount precisely
determines national capability, and by pressing
upon them, every moral good, which may be con-
sequent on the direct taxation of luxuries, may be
obtained. How monstrous to tax soap, candle,
leather, bricks and tiles! How ‘monstrously un-
principled was the war property-tax! 'at once
thriftless and oppressive; exacting from farmers
often in the inverse ratio of their means to pay ;
searching the books of merchants; and meking the
income tax begin at £50 a year, and reach its acme
of increase at £150! Oppose to all this a well
regulated property-tax on rents and interest; and
‘duly consider, not only the difference in point of
justice, but economy. L;ly a tax of ten per cent.
on all rents and interest whatever, and a quarter
4
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per cent. additional on every £1,000 a year aboye
one thousand pounds of income, out of rents and
interest; and the budget would bloom  delight-
fully. Who would suffer by such a tax ? Would
the man of £20,000 a year be stinted in luxury
by giving up 15 per cent.? the man of £40,000
a year, 20 percent.; or the man of £100,000 a
year, 35 per cent.? Certainly not? They would
only have to dispense with a few pleasure horses
and lap-dogs, footmen, and fiddlers. But there is
no hope of getting this effected peaceably, but by
systematic petitioning.

Having so far touched on the out-works of my
Petition, I would now draw attention to its middle
part—that printed in italics ; and to this I would
particularly call the attention of Mr. Malthus, as-
serting that it will be impossible to get quit of the
“ evil in comparison of which the national debl,
with all its terrors, is of hitle moment,” without
some such plan as here set forth. I assert that
there is more than edueation and relief from taxa-
tion required to shut out ¢ the prospect of a mon-
strous deformity in society.” 1 assert that objects
of ambition should be set before the poor of Eng-
land, to stimulate exertion, and draw them forth
from the abyss of misery and degradation in which
they are now plunged: that opportunity should
be now given them, not only to acquire property,
but civil rights, by the sweat of the face; and I
assert that, by liberal measures, they may be made
in ten years not only to unburthen the country of
poor-rates, but to add greatly to ‘its effective
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strength :—that a weak and profitless population
may be got quit of, while a strong and healthy
one would be substituted : finally, that moral
restraint may be so strengthened, that we should
never stand in need of war, pestilence, or famine,
to carry off redundant population.

Mr. Malthus has ventured to recommend ¢
general improvement of cotiages,” and even “ the cow
System on a limiled scale,” thinking that * with
proper precautions, a certain portion of land might
be given to a considerable body of the labouring
classes.” -My mind was made up as to all these
points, when I drew up the foregoing Petition,
and after sixteen years reflection on the subject,
with better opportunities of Judging than any
other individual whatever. I have since crossed
the Atlantic, never losing sight of my plan for the
) deliverance of the English poor from oppression :
‘ I have become more and more convinced of the

necessity of something being done ; and am more
and more assured that no half measure—uno pid-
fi dling plan ean avail. The time is now at hand
when something must be done, and the sooner the
(i better ; for now we may have salvation, by and :
P by despair. The execution of my plan would ex- (
p hibit a scene unlike to any thing which the world =
¥ has yet witnessed ; perfectly safe, and every way \'i
effective. It disclaims all connexion with. Spen- d

cean doctrines, and still more with the monstrous \
’ absurdity of spade h usbandry. It proposes no de-
' fangement in the frame of society, nor any dan-
gerous interference with private property. A hun-

)
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dredth part of the island would answer its fullest
demands ; and that would be paid for most libe-
rally*. It will be observed, from the Petition, that
I was not rigid as to the quantity of land, and that
I admitted of modification as circumstances should
require. 1 wished to set forth the greatest quan-
tum required, to shew that even that was nothing
before the miglf'ty object aimed at ; the rooting out

of poor-laws, and improving the character and
condition of the people. The half acre of land is
condescended upon as being such a quantity asany
poor man could make the most of at his spare hours,
and from which he could raise sufficient food for
a cow, along with his liberty of pasturage on the
common ; but there are reasons which would make
it politic and right to diminish both the extent of
the common and the garden plot. A quarter of
an acre is the proper size for a garden, and 95
instead of 50 acres of common would be quite
sufficient.

A rood of land, under good garden culture, will
yield great abundance of every kind of vegetable for
a family, besides alittle for a cow and pig. 1f there 15
aground on which a cow canrange for part of a day,
she can be keptin high condition for milk, upon
articles of food, which can always be purchased;
straw, hay, grains, &c.; and,on introducing ageneral
system, the less bounds in which that can be

# There are in Great Britain ...iv..v... 54,603,360 acrés
Then, 50acres set aside in each of 10
. each o ,OOO} 500,000

parishes, gives .vavssensasasnasss
—_———

The quotient is not a hundredth part .. 109
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accomplished, so much the better. It is not the
intention to make labourers professional gardeners or
farmers ! it is intended to confine them to bare
convenience. The bad effects of giving too much
land to labourers was discovered more than thirty
years ago, in the lowlands of Scotland. What
were called the Cotter rigs (Cottager’s ridges) are
now every where done away with, and to the
benefit of both masters and servants. The bad
effects of the little potatoe farms in Ireland, are
well known ; and nothing but dirt and misery is
witnessed among the Crofters of the highlands of
Scotland*., A tidy garden, with the right of
turning out a cow in a small well-improved and
well-fenced field, would produce effects of a very

* Formerly, in Scotland, every large farm, or barony, had its cot-
ter toon (cottager’s town), that was, a hamlet, or small village, round
which a portion of land was laid out in ridges ; and each cotter
had one, two, or more of these ridges, on which he grew a little
oats for meal, a little flax for domestic manufacture, a sufficiency
of potatoes (after that root was introduced), a little grass for his
cow, &ec. The farmer or luird (landlord) under whom the
cotters rented their houses and land, lent aid to plough the ridges,
carry in the crop, &c.; and the cotters were bound to work to
him, when required. The system was wretched. The land was
but half cultivated : its stinted produce increased the cares and
avarice of the occupier; but added little to his comfort. To
better the condition of the cow, and to add to the small
in-gatherings of harvest, the cotter was led to help himself by little
and little out of his master’s fields and barns; and habits of
pilfering grew up with the cow-herd and spinster. I am just old
enough to have remembrance of the expiring system, and the im-

pressions left on my mind, make me rejoice that it is now no more.
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different kind indeed : would, at once, insure con-
tentment, comfort, and a world of convenience®,
Independent of the advantage which would acgcrue
to the inhabitants of a village, in the way of
cow-keeping, from a small common or park, there
is need of such a spot for various other purposes:
the bleaching of linen; the gambols of the young;
and the sober sauntering of the old ; exercise and
air ; the feeling of independence and social union,

Objection has been started to the scheme, that
its benefits could not be extended to people in
towns; but it may as properly be said, that,

Many years ago I have explored the interior of the highlands of
Scotland ; but till the spring of 1820 was not so far north as Glengary
and Lochaber. There I witnessed the wretchedness of the crofters;
and wished, most hearﬁ]y, that government might allow me, or
some one else, to remove every one of them to Upper Canada, that
their room in the highlands might be occupied entirely by
shepherds, and they themselves rescued from filth. I cannot yet
call to mind the turf hovels, with smoke spewing out from every
pore, without feeling itchy all over. These people would, most of
them, willingly emigrate. At least a full half of those I talked
with, were keen for it; but, for want of union and arrangemenb
few can move.

* While composing this GexEran INTRODUCTION, September,
1820, and studying the above subject, 1 began to consider what
would be the consequence if there was no restraint put upon the
partitioning of cottage allotments: and 1 wrote to Fifeshire, 10
ascertain how it had actually turned out with the feys upon By
father’s estates in the parish of Ceres, I sent a form under which
to range the information. required ; and have now te present
table, from which the political economist may draw more than oné
conclusion. The table was filled up by Mr. Martin, land surveyor

i Craigrothie, a man of great accuracy.
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because we cannot reach the North pole, we
should not venture so far as Greéenland. Were

STATE of the FEUS on the Lands of Huit[!/y, Scotstarvet, and
Craigrothie, in the Parish of Ceres, County of Fife.

| Extent }
- : | { Date of I R s :
NAMES OF ORIGINAL | of ‘ = HEAD OCCUPIERS OF
)88e3-
FEUERS | Ground | : DWELLING-HOUSES,
e | sion.
E fewed.
— e ——| |—
Crort Dygr, BatTioey. | A. R.F. | |
Alex. M‘Lachlan......|'l 2 0| 1755 l 10 | Wm, Adamson ......| 5 2 16
| Margt. Rodger....... l% " -
| Christian Rodger ....| 1" |— — —
Mrs. Gold........ 2 0 018
Wm. Simson . .8 0 216
“ Wm. Mason. .16 o ole
| Robt. Wallace 8 10 0 5
| Jas. Turpie ... 4 |0 010
| Wm. Thaw .. 5
| David Black bclo @10
| | Helen Thaw ........| 2)
James Donaldson ,...| 0 2 of 1755 | 8 { James Donaldson . 7101 0
| | Jas. Ferguson...... |2 o 0 0
{ David Donaldson 1 01 0
Wm. Mitchell ........] 1 o | 4| Wm. Mitchell........|1 o 117
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ten thousand country parishes accommodated with
fifty acres each, no inhabitant of a town need be in
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want : and if inhabitants of towns were tempted
out of them, to have the enjoyment of a garden and
common right in the country, so much the better.

It must be observed that the land measure in the above table
is Scotch, which is one-fifth part larger than English measure.
F stands for fall, equivalent to pole; 40 of these making a
rood. Feus, mnot built upon, have been omitted.

Thirty-six original feuers appear to have among them 26 acres,
2 roods; or about 2 roods, 371 falls each: and 106 sub-feuers
and tenants have exactly 1 rood each. Some families have no
garden ground, and in some houses are two families. Had the
land been equally divided, the gardens would have been of a pro-
per size : the greater part of them are much too small. Families
do not average 4 each; but there are 14 persons living single,
which should not count as families; A considerable number of
these people keep cows and pigs; and almost every head of a
family would have one cow, with the privilege of grazing one on
a common. One common, well improved, and divided into four
well fenced fields, so as to be grazed in succession, each field one
week at a time, would be quite sufficient for such a number of
people as appear in the table. Ancient commons were rendered
of little service to the public for want of fencing, improvement,
and regulation, as to the quantity of grazing stock, shifting and
proportioning. this, &e. A few simple regulations would not
only make the common yield the utmost profit and convenience,
but make the business of cow-keeping altogether simple. A
little hay, straw, grains, turnips, and the like, all of which could
be readily purchased in every part of the kingdom, would be all
the want; and the manure produced by the consumption of these
articles would be just sufficient to supply the gardens. There
would be no confusion, little care, great economy, and a world of
comfort and convenience. Beavers, and bees, and ants, have the
best possible arrangements determined for them ; but man is left
to his own contrivance, How simple is that now proposed ; but,
alas! the perversity of our nature!!
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Great towns, in many respects, are bad. Theyare
unfavourable to morals, to health, to national eco-
nomy. Invillages of from fifty to one hundred fami-
lies every good of combination can be obtained. In

such villages every species of manufactory could
find sufficient hands for supplying labour in all its
$ 1 divisions.

g - i § 1 am at a loss to understand what Mr. Malthus
f means, by the * imptovement of cottages.” If he

means the improvement of dwelling-houses, thereis
il L9 a rule to be attended lo, and it is this; that
' every house, to contain a family with decency and

\ & comfort, should have a kitchen, parlour, and three
sleeping apartments : one for the parent pair:

one for male ; and one for female children. The

i _plan and elevation of a log cottage, introduced
‘ page —*, has this much accommodation ; and is one,
£ in the contrivance of which, I have bestowed
‘ considerable thought. Such a one; finished plaialy,
;| and furnished with every wooden convenience
[} | could be afforded in the wilds of Canada for £30.
/ In England, a cottage, built of brick or Stone, and
finished as I would wish to see it, substantially
: and elegantly, would cost £80 now; and four years
.- ago. would have cost £100. Requiring such 2
cottage to be erected by an individual; before he
i could ‘claim ‘the rights of a ecottage-holder, 5
j‘f' proper, on various accounts. The difficulty of

/ - - Bl 4

, * The vefetetice is to ‘a 'plate already - -engraved ; and which
will appear in vol. iii.
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acquiring privileges would make these privileges

be more esteemed, and would bring. into the
possession of them, superior merit; while the
after-enjoyment of a handsome place of residence
would, in no small degree, assist in upholding
laudable pride and selt-respect. It may be thought,
that a common labourer could never accumaulate,
out of his wages, the sum requisite for the erection
of such cottage ; but he certainly could, if the rate
of wages was fair. It has already been stated, that
before the peace, a Scotch ploughman had £20and
his victuals: the half of this could, with eco-
nomy, keep him in clothes, and the other half,
regularly deposited in a savings bank, might
amount to £100 by his 25th year.

Although I have an absolute abhorrence of the
spade husbandry, as proposed by the benevolent

-Mr. Owen, I perfectly agree with him, that moral

training may greatly improve the human character.
Before Mr. Owen camie before the public as an au-
thor, I had: published my opinion, that ¢ cireum-
stances and situation,” could mould this; and in
America I have seen it so far verified. Man, in-
deed, is a ductile animal, and a good one, when
not crossed with tyranny, or ruined from bad ex-
ample.  He is more hopeful than Mr. Malthus
would have us believe ; but his training must
commence before the wedding-day,—it must com-
mence from the cradle,

As to the ¢ Cow system,” there is no possibility
of introducing it, generally ; but so far as a com-
mon adjoining every village would admit; and I

l
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trust that my plan is at once economical, safe; and
practicable. I am perfectly aware of the difficulty
of 'getting our rulers, and, indeed, the great body
of the wealthy classes, to give a liberal hearing to
such a proposal.  They have a dread that any ad-
mission of the people to the enjoyment of civil
rights would'lead to unreasonable demands: but
it is groundless and unchristian As to the land
required, the poor have a positive right ‘o i,
Jooking back to these last 30 years of spoil, under
acts of enclosure, The land, unjustly taken from
them, under these acts, has amounted to mofe
than would be required to establish the Village
system all over the island. Yes! much more than
500,000 acres have been thus unfairly taken from
the poor; and, in another way, they have ako
been gradually and ruinously deprived of their
property. - By prevailing regulations, no person is
entitled to parish-relief while he has any el
property. If he is put to it, he must swear that
he is poor ;—that he has neither cottage nor gir
den, cow nor calf that he has nothing but house:
hold furniture and wearing apparel. What his
ensued from this law? Why, that not one i d
hundred of English labourers has now a sheltering
place which he can call his own. ~Almost univer
sally the poor have been obliged to part with their
cottages and gardens. The infernal poor-law sJ&
tem forced them to make this sacrifice. The stout
est, most active, and most willing labourer, could
not maintain his family, after the combination to
keep down wages was formed, There was a posi.
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tive necessity for his applying to the parish for
relief, and this relief he could not have till cot-
tage, garden, and all was surrendered. For many
yeais sore struggles were made to maintain inde-
pendence, and keep possession of the little spots
which, since England was, had descended by in-
heritance from father to son ; but it would not do:
indeed, it was foolishness to hold out; and it be-
came a common saying, that ““a collage and gar-
den was the worst thing a poor man could have.”
Let the reader pause, and reflect upon this: let
him think of consequences, — hcart-sickcning,
appalling, ruinous consequences. What is pro-
perty good for? for what has God created it ?
what, but a desire to possess property, can spur on
the mass of mankind to exertion® what would
we be but for this desire ? yet here are millions
of the English people in whom that desire has
become extinct,~—who must pass through life, and
never enjoy the delight of having a home which
they can call their own.

What does Mr. Malthus say to this? Isthere a
single word on the subject in his whole book on
population >  When we look to the index of that
book, and run over the many heads, under which
the poor and poor-laws are spoken of, do we find
a single word regarding this? Do we find any
thing of this in the chapter which treats of * the
only effectual mode o ‘umproving the condition of
the poor . No: not a word—noat a syllable : yet,
in this, is the grand secret ; in this is the germ of
hope; in. this. is. the one thing needful. Let but
1 2
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the poor have a little property 10 begin with—a
little stock in trade; let them have a home, which
they can call their own, with the hope of indepen-
ence, and all will go well. God instituted property,
and clearly tells us that, by the proper use of it
we can rise to excellence’; but without property or,
the chance of acquiring it, no good can be expect-
ed of us.

I have rapturously expressed my joy in accom-
panying Mr. Malthus from earlier to later times:
from north to south, and from west to east; anon,
musing on the abstract truth, that, in proportion
men are virtuous, so are they happy: but aml
to dream only of this abstract truth ?  When I
have obtained full information as to  the checks
to population, in the lowest stage of society,"—

“ among American Indians,”— in the islands of
the South Sea,”—¢ among the ancient inhabi-
tants of the North of Europe,”—* among modem
pastoral nations,”—¢ in different parts of Africa,”
__« in Siberia, north and south,”— in the Turk
ish 'dominions and Persia,”—¢* in Indostan and
Tibet,>—¢ in China and Japan,”—* among the
Greeks,”—“among the Romans,”’—*“in Norway,"
—¢ in Sweden,”—* in Russia,”—¢ in the middle
parts of Europe,” — ¢ in Switzerland,” —“in
France,”—¢ in England;”—¢« in Scotland and Ire
land,”—when I have obtained full information
to the checks to population, in ‘all these countries
ancient and modern, and in every stage of societys
am [ to fall asleep, and give up all inquiry 2 to
the means by which moral restraint may be braced!
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Am I to make a jumble of crude ideas, and satis-
fy myself only of this bare abstract proposition,
that all checks to population are ¢ resolvable into
moral restraint, vice, and misery ?”> Am I to rest
satisfied with the belief, that the paupers of Eng-
land may be exalted in character and conduct by a
mere sermon ;- and that, too, on their wedding
day:? What! lecture a young couple on that day,
against intemperance during the honey-moon!!
Really, Mr. Malthus, there is no wonder that you
have stirred up indignation. Nature should not
be so provoked—so wantonly outraged. With
all my admiration of the theory of population,
I must hold your practice in derision. You
make me think of an astronomer fixing his eye so
intently on the milky-way, to discover its specks,
that he forgets that there are stars of the first mag-
nitude in the firmament.

That “ population must always be kept down to
thelevel of subsistence,”—that“whenunchecked,”
it may “ increase in a geometrical ratio,”” that  po-
pulation, could it be supplied with food, would go
on with unexhausted vigour;” and that ¢ the in-
crease of one period would furnish a greaterincrease
to the next, and this without any limit,” &c. are
all truisms, which any child may understand: I
am convinced, with Mr. Malthus, that a nation’s
strength does not consist in the mere multitude of
its people; but in the moral and physical strength
of the individuals who compose the multitude; and,
most assuredly, there is great room for improve-
ment in this way. Bred to farming, I clearly com-
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prehend Mr. Malthus, when he speaks of having
good stock, instead of bad stock, on a farm; but
the example which I have given, from experience,
of the difference between Scotch and English la-
bourers, one earning £20, while another earned
but £12, renders all resort to figurative comparison -
unnecessary : it is direct to the point. And when
it clearly appears by what means an English pauper
may be made as good a man as any Scotchman
whatever, why should he hesitate in resorting t
the means for ‘delivering one-half of the nation from
misery, and another from the burden of poor
rates? The simple means is to give the English
poor a chance of acquiring property, a hope ofin-
dependence ; and see the effects. Do but this : edu-
cate 'the young, and free the old from vassalage.
Only 150 yearsago the Scotch were very brutes—
the basest rabble on earth; but the institution of
parish schools ‘wrought a miracle : I may, indeed,
quote my own words on this subject, written, i
1815: “The Scotch, in one century, were the
most unprincipled and desperate marauders; in the
next, they were examples of sobriety and peace®.”
As soon as the poor rascally Scotch got the rudk
ments of education, they began to work theirway
to independence ; and they sought for it all the
world over. Let the English have the same ad-

* Rignr 1o Crurcn PROPERTY SEcURED, page 21 Who-
ever wishes to see a true picture of the Scotch, prior to the Refor-
mation, should look into Linvsay or Prrrscorris’s Hisrort of

that time. The change of character since is trily striking.
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vantage, and they, in like manner, will profit by
it. ‘But I have said, that  substantials have been
taken from the poor (of England), and that sub-
stantials must be returned.” Even with education,
the poor of England cannot have such a chance as
the Scotch had ; and that, because of the existing
state of property. I donot know if there is a single
parish in Scotland, where the labouring classes do
not possess considerable property in houses and
land ; or, where they cannot find plenty of cottages
and gardens to purchase, or take on lease.  In Eng,
land, it is all otherwise. I question if the poor of
Wiltshire, were they emancipated to-morrow from
parish bondage, and in the way of making money,
could, in one parish out of ten, get land to pur-
chase in small lots, or even have cottages for rent ;
and that ready accommodation, in this way, should
be furnished them, is of the first importance. |1
have said that at least 500,000 acres have been
unjustly taken from the poor within the last thirty
years ; and that in this time, too, they have been
obliged to surrender their cottages and gardens.
However unjustly and impolitically all this has
come about, no restitution can be made of the very
commons,—the very cottages and gardens, that
have been taken from the poor; nor is it desirable
that this should be attempted. Assuredly, how-
ever, the general right—the abstract right, . to resti-
tution, is good, Will Mr. Malthus deny it? Will
he deny the propriety, justice, and good policy of
restitution ? or can he find fault with my mode of
restitution—iny plan for execution? Landed pro-
1




P s e 3
¥

———

f'lxviii

GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

perty is often seized upon, paid for, and applied
to public purposes, under acts of parliament ; and,
if 2 hundredth part of each parish was so taken for
the accommodation of the poor, it would be no
great encroachment on the rights of private pro-
perty. Some seven or eight years ago, the Bath
Society gave a gold medal to the writer of an essay
for proposing to purchase up land all over the king-
dom, to be given to the clergy in lieu of tithes.
This proposal was monstrous in a variety of views,
but still it shows that people can bear with such a
proposal. Onthe enclosure of commons, it has
been customary to set aside one-seventh for the
tithe-claimant, and, if we suppose tithe-claimants,
throtighout, to be entitled to half as much, here
would be a fourteenth of the whole kingdom to be
purchased up, and appropriated, for the mainte-
nance of 15,000 parsons; not more than a thou-
sand of whom are effective in the vineyard :—if we
can listen to such a proposal with patience, how
readily may my proposal be entertained of purchas-
ing up a hundredth part of the kingdom, for the
accommodation of a million of families ; and for the
removal of *“ an evil, in comparison of which, the na
tional debt, with all its terrors, is of little moment.”
It is of no avail for Mr. Malthus to be sending into
the world edition after edition of his Essay on the
Principle of Population, and gradually entrenching
himself for more than twenty years within fast-
nesses of logie, if he does not come to some point:
it is of no avail to be arguing nice points in poli-
tical economy, or registering truisms, if no prac-

G
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tical issue is reached: it is of no avail to be ven-
turing “ to recommend a general improvement of
cottages, and even the cow-system, on a limited
scale,” if nothing is done.  Mr. Malthus has said,
that he “should most highly approve of any plan
which would tend to render such repeal (the repeal
of the law for public maintenance to the poor)
more palatable on its first promulgation.”  Well
then, I submit my plan, and challenge Mr. Mal-
thus to find fault with it. My plan was laid on
the table of the House of Commons, before Mr.
Malthus published the 5th edition of his Essay on
Population ; and 1 do not suppose he was igno-
rant of it ; yet not a word is said of it. Now it
will be better known ; and now I challenge not
only Mr. Malthus, but the whole world, to say in
what it is wrong ; or to state what difliculty lies in
the way of its adoption. Mr. Malthus hints at
building cottages and letting them to the poor;
but this would' be a mighty expensive and com-
plicated matter, while it would produce no grand
effect. He also speaks of Mr. Estcourt’s plan of
providing for the poor,—of letting land to. the
poor, at Long Newton, in Gloucestershire, (North
Wiltshire) ; but this is all trifling. I have repeat-
edly been at Long Newton, seen Mr. Estcourt’s
provision for the poor, and inquired into his plan.
It is nothing more than a second edition of the
cotter-rigs of old Scotland; and its continuance
rests with Mr. Estcourt’s will and pleasure. Mr.
Estcourt can deprive his poor tenants of the ridges
now let to them; on which they grow a little




clxx GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

grain, beans, potatoes, and so forth. The poor
must be made independent  of all caprice :._they
must have something which they can call their
own. They must have the power of loco-motion;
they must have a chance of acquiring a freehold,
‘—an opportunity of rising from out the mud in
which they are now stuck. The poor of Lincol-
shire are placed beyond the caprice of their imme-
diate masters, the farmers, They rent their cot
tages and cow pastures from the chief landlonds,
(see page xciv) and as they never disturb them in
possession, it is so far well ; but it would be 80
much better if these cottagers could call theirgot
tages their castles, as all Englishmen should be
enabled to do. The little feuers of Ceres parish
can do this. There, after they have obtained a
feu, they are as independent as he that has granted
it.  The feuer can build to any extent on his Jand
with safety: he can keep, sell, or divide at plea
sure; and the foregoing Table shews how things
go. The practice of thus accommodating the li
bouring class with land is infinite, There is 10
want of homes in Scotland; whether for sale, tak-
ing by lease, or exchange. In the parish of Cees
there are, perhaps, four tumes as many small pio-
perties as those exhibited in the table; and all
over Scotland there are abundance. How was it
in Wily parish and the country round? There,
nothing of the kind was to be seen. In evly
parish there were a few cottages, generally in most
ruinous condition, which had, formerly, had their

little independent occupiers, but now  were held

a
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by parish officers as public property. There were
a few also attached to the farms ; but not a place
of refuge remained for the poor man who had
spirit to wish for a home of his own; and what
said a parish-officer of Wily, when he wanted to
get quit of some of the poor. He said, “he would
put them so close that they would be obliged to
swarm ;" meaning, that he would drive them from
the parish, where they had a legal right of mainte-
nance, by discomfort.

Whoever bestows serious reflection on this
speech, cannot be longer insensible to the necessity
which exists for a thorough change being made in
favour of the poor of England,—the necessity of
restoring to them some landed property in every
parish, to ensure independence and the power of
locomotion.

The ancient commons, though in many respects
nuisances, were, in this way, of vast importance,
Almost every parish in England used to have its
common or cow-down; and every highway was
skirted with waste land, on which the people could
at will erect frecholds. There was not then in
England a man to whom such a speech as the
above could be appalling. Till within the last
thirty years, that commons and wastes have been
s0 generally enclosed, without regard to the rights
of the poor, and till all the cottages and gardens
were taken out of their hands, they could not be
made to “swarm,” from over-crowding in alms-
houses, or parish hovels. The moment that a
Poor man was oppressed, by farmer, priest, or
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’squire, under whom he lived, he could find for
himself a place of refuge. He had only to askithe
assistance of a few friends.  In asingle night they
could erect a hut, on the common or waste, and
before day-light the boiling pot proclaimed hima
freeholder ; nor could the king himself" drive out
the poorest of his subjects from such a tenement.
This, I say, was a mighty 2 affair for the poor—a
mighty stay for independence.

By the enclosure of commons, England has be:
come greatly more productive: many millions a
year have been added to rent-rolls ; but by the
regardless manner in which the change has been
¢ffected, millions of the poor have been deprived
of their most valuable rights—have been enslaved.

Surely, I have said enough ; nor must I.forget
that T am not writing a book, but an introduction
to a book. To the theory of Mr. Malthus I shal
most faithfully adhere; and most happy should [be
to see so able a writer seconding my plans. If Mr.
Young flattered me twenty years ago, by saying,
that T ¢ knew more of the poor of England tha
any man in it,’ it may not be taken amiss if |
merely state what has happened since. At o
moment, sinee then, have 1 lost sight of the cause
for which, twenty years ago, I shaped the course of
my life ;—neither in Scotland, nor England, nor
Canada,—neither by land nor by sea,—neither 10
prosperity nor in adversity,—neither free nor in
jail,—neither supported by friends nor deserted by
all :—surely, then, I must be a fool indeed; if this
cause is worthless, or my schemes to advance ity
are good for nothing.

)




GENERAL INTRODUCTION. clxxiii

Sooner or later we must have reform of parlia-
ment; and a peaceable reform we ecannot have too
soon. Looking to my plan for reforming and abo-
lishing the poor-laws as a step towards this, [ ask
the whole world if any thing so safe, so rational, so
franght with every good, has by any one else been
proposed. Thirteen years ago I was even too zeal-
ous for reform of parliament. I was not wrong
in principle, but I was not then aware of that
degree of degradation to which poor-laws had
reduced the great mass of the English poor. My
residence in England gave me opportunities of
seeing how - deeply evil had been rooted, and
made me think of means by which the poor could
gradually be fitted for the enjoyment of civil rights,
which every human being must enjoy before we
can see society improved as it may be—as it ought
to be in this advanced age of the world. Eda-
cation, the power of locomotion, the possession
of houses and land, may all be enjoyed by a people
without civil rights, but without them there can
be no‘security : and, more than that, without civil
rights, the character

the dignity of man, never
can be truly elevated.

Here again is a most important point to which
Mr. Malthus has never turned his eye. He has
ridiculed the notion that taxation is the sole cause
of distress, and exclaims, “ O monstrous absur-
dity, that the poor should be taught that the only
reason why the American labourer-earns a dollar a
day, and the English labourer earns two'shillings,
is that the English labourer pays a greater part of
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these two shillings in taxes;”’ and 1 too will
execlaim, O monstrous absurdity, if we are to. con-
fine the question within certain narrow limits, [
will even allow that though ¢ parliaments were
elective, suffrage universal, wars, taxes, and ex-
penses unknowa, and the civil list £15,000 a year,
the great body of the community might still bea
collection of paupers.” 1 will allow it, because
nothing is impossible, but for no other reason
which I can see at present. Were we once in
these happy circumstances, we should, among
other good things, have free trade. Wheat would
not only be five shillings per bushel, but foreign
wheat paid for by the manufactured goods of this
country, would go on increasing the demand for
such goods for centuries. Some of our land
might be thrown out of tillage: that is to say,
we would give up an unprofitable struggle, and
have more land in grass, which would rise i
its comparative value from rents of convenients
at same time that the stock of food in the coun-
try would always be greater, and of a kind less
subject to vacillation in quantity or price®
Till Mr. Malthus became the advocate of the Com
Bill, I never questioned his logic. I was so charmed
with his theory of population—with what was right
in_his book, that I never thought of scrutinizing
other matters. I did not discover what was. wr0ad.

# 'This was apoint never properly looked to by the Corn Com-
mittees and writers on thecorn laws. = A country full of live stock,
is less subject to famine than one depending on erops of com.
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His writings on the Corn Laws, and still more,
his KEssay on Political Economy, has awakened me
from delusion, and convinéed me that all along
Mr. Malthus has been deluding himself! I acquit
him of all bad intention. 1 am convinced that he
wishes well to mankind ; though he is miserably
narrow in his notions as to the means of accom-
plishing good. 1In the very first page of his book
on Population,—~—in the preface to the second
edition, we may note a grand error, under which he
sets out, and under which he labours to the end.
He speaks of ¢ the reiterated failures in the efforts
of the higher class, to relieve them” (the lower
classes). - He takes it for granted, that the rick
have made efforts to relieve the poor. 1 deny that
the rich ever did a single act of this nature
gratuitously. Their constant and uniform efforts
have been to oppress. What said Sir James
Mackintosh, 30 years ago, in his Vinpicix
Garnrex? ¢ Property alone can stimulate to
labour; and labour, if it were not necessary to the
existence, would be indispensable to the happiness
of man. But though it be necessary, yet, in its
excess, it is the great malady of civil society. The
accumulation of that power, which is confirmed by
wealth in ‘the hands of the few, s the perpetual
source of oppression and meglect to the mass of
mankind. 'The power of the wealthy is further
concentrated by their tendency to combination,
from which numbers, dispersion, indigence, and
ignorance, equally preclude the poor:” and again,
he sdys, “There never was, or will be, in civi-
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lized society, but two grand nierests, that of the
Rich, and that of the Poor.” If Mr. Malthus is
¢« 'a Christian indeed:” if he is an impartial philan.
thropist, he will start from such premises as these,
on his pursuit after truth and happiness ; and not
suiffer himself to be biassed in his career, beggared
in his conceptions, and confined in his schemes of
improvement. He will admit of balancing the in-
terests of the rich and the poor; he will allow the
poor to have civil rights, and then go on to argue;
then go on to mark consequences. In ftracing, with
Mr. Malthus, the checks to population from the
lowest stage of society, and upwards; I am conti-
nually kept in rapture, with a clear view of the
causes, ‘which operate in making the earthawil:
derness, and the practicability of removing thes
causes increases, as I go on perusing chapter after
chapter, till I come to study the causes which
operate in my own dear native country of Scotland,
when I am most of all convinced of the one thing
needful, viz. the possession of civil rights by the
people. Up to the year 1816, the condition of k-
bourers, in Scotland, improved with increasing
taxation, while the condition of English ]abourefs
was, year after year, sinking to its lowest ebb.
The cause of this was obvious. The Scotch
were educated, could move about the world,
make a good bargain: with their employers, or be
off. Their dress, their dwellings, ‘their. language
their manners, their morals, all improved, up
to this time. Good living did make population
increase rapidly, notwithstanding the waste of wat
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and constant emigration ; but it did not make the
people foolish in contracting ‘early marriages. I
know it had a contrary effect.” I know that it
made them more prudent in this way. It made
them lay in store for the provision of children,
before they were begotten. I never knew a
Scotch ploughman do an unbecoming act in this
way ; but it is well known that in England, pauper
lads have been known to marry, and then make
application  to the parish for a bed to lie down
upon. Well, but what has happened to the labourers
of Scotland since the year 18162 In that year [
visited Scotland, and found the people still living
well; though employment had become scarce, and
wages were falling. In 1820, when I next visited
Seotland, the change was complete. = 'With all the
good morals, good habits, education and all, I
then found misery throughout, from Ayr to Inver-
ness. I found thousands of manufacturers in every
quarter, who had been accustomed to earn 20s. per
week, earning only 4s. 6d.: I found ploughmen’s
wages fallen to half, while nothing which they
consumed had materially sunk in price, but provi-
sion; and that made no difference to them, to
whom this was allowed, whether dear or cheap, in
equal quantity, as part wages. Under these circuni-
stances, I found Scotch labourers beliind in the
payment of house rent: many had pawned farni-
ture, for food : many were in rags. I found these
very people, who, five years before, were the most
exemplary, most cheerful, and contented, now
become gloomy, dissatisfied, and desponding. I
m -
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found thousands ready for revolt*.  Would'it have
been so, had they enjoyed civil rights? = Would it
ever be so again under this enjoyment cautiously
conferred ? 1 can see no reason that it should;
and have none to distrust providence, for * Wis.
dom’s ways are ways of 'pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace.”” Seven years have gone by since
Mr. Malthus wrote on the corn laws ;-and two
most miserable years, since he published  the 5th
Edition of his Essay on Population. ' Can he say,
that wisdom has guided our councils'dtiring these
years ?—=~can-hie fail to discover what has checked

yopulation P~=can he be blind to the ‘causes of
Poj

vice and ‘misery? I do not:say, that taxation is
the ¢ sole-caiise 0f distréss:”’ on the contrary, 1
know : that 'taxation may be made the means of
raising us, as 'a mation, from adversity to prospe-
rity. . 'Thesole -cause ‘of distress rests in the misaps
plication of our immense treasures ; in taxation,
mmposed ‘without the people’s consent—=imposed
by an oligarchy, which can fill four seats out of
five in our ‘House of Commons, at pleasure ; ‘men,

who have no feeling for the poor, or even for those

*'In 1808 I visited the coast of Kent, and found Martello towers
erected ‘along every part, accessible from the séa, to defend ‘s
apainst’ French invasion, These ‘towers were' of no use in'war;
but now, they are absolutely. required to defend us against
smugglers, In October last, I travelled round that coast, and
found the Martello towers manned with prevention, men ; nor could
I walk out on the cliffs, but I found people armed with swords,
and pistols, and spy-glasses ; gloomy, taciturn people, who would
not answer civil questions, lest T should be a smuggler.
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in middle rank; men who are heedless of every
thing like virtue; who tax us, .only to squander
away the immense resources’ of the iempire, to
support themselves and their friends in luxury and
idleness. Yes, Sir James Mackintosh was per-
fectly correct in saying, * lthe gccuwmulation of that
power which is confirmed by wealth, in the hands-of
the few, is the perpetual source of oppression and
neglect to the mass of mankind?”” Can Mr. Malthus
denyit? No, no, no. It is a Jaw of nature ; and
we should contrive means to correct its evil. ten-
dencies. The poor require -every assistance : the
rich should ever be eyed with suspicion; and hap-
pily their own  excesses are likely soon ito undo
them. Freedom -of ‘trade-will become absolutely
necessary ; and our landed oligarchy will be un-
done. Ifthe corn of America could be exchanged
for the jmanufactures of ‘Britain, the consequences
would be glorious. Every hand in this country
would find employment; every  rational .desire
would be satisfied ; every murmur would be stilled.
Population would go pn anon increasing. All:those
checks, registered by Mr. Malthus ;—the checks.of
savage life, 'tyranny, “ignorance, degradation, war,
pestilence, and famine, would all disappear. Civi-
lized man would rapidly spread over the earth, and
replenish it. “Mr, Malthus, strange ‘to say, after
years of study-to discover checks to population;iis
blind to the great.ones existing at'home. Heitells
us, ‘that emigration should be allowed, but cannot
findiin ‘his heart to encourage it. He talks ofiedu-
cating the: poor, ‘but nothing!is.done. ke justifies
m 2
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the Corn Bill, and writes a book on Political Eco-
nomy, which, even with a summary, only adds
confusion to confusion ; while our Ministers laugh
in their sleeves at the very name of economy. Full
of protestatidns in the cause of benevolence, inall
his practical views Mr. Malthus is at fault—incon-
sistent and narrow-minded. Jealous of nature, he
binds her hand and foot with a too fastidious phi-
losophy : he proves to demonstration that, with
abundance of food, we can double our numbers
in every twenty-five years, yet he will not letus
have food at the lowest price;; and though God’s
first command was to increase and multiply, and
replenish the earth, he; a divine, is not willing to
allow that emigration should be encouraged and
assisted by Government ; he is not willing to for-
ward the express mandate of heaven!!

Suppose  reform . of patliament was to, proceed
upon the principle of every holder of a village lot.
having a vote.in the choice of deputies (and after
travelling in the United States, and studying their
various constitutions, Istill prefér deputed elec
tion) after his house was built, and his land, paid
for, what excellent effects would attend thepro-
gress' of Reform ! Every man with a spare hun-
dred pounds would immediately set aboyt build-
ding a cottage to qualify. him to vote at the next
general election; and for man y years to come there
would 'not -be an idle hand in the country. - Full
employment to the poor would raise the price of
labour : - good 'wages would cause consumption:
consumption would raise the price of corn: far-

-
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mers would again have money ; and money would
again briskly circulate. , The rich would first build
their cottages ; and by the profits of building for
the rich; labourers would in course go on 'to build
tor themselves.. The desideratum at present is to
find employment for the people; and here it is,
With full employment, who doubts but taxes could
be paid, oppressive as they seem 'to be at present,
when all is stagnation ?

How easily could Government cause fifty acres
of land (or even twenty-five acres would do), to be
pitched out within a mile of every parish church
in the kingdom; and say to the people: here you
may go to work: here you, who have means,
may instantly give employment to the poor : here
every man may rear for himself a castle of inde-
pendence : here, it may be said to the poor, is
part ‘of the price for which all future claims for
parish aid are to be given up.. What would fol-
low from such a noble proclamation? Most assu-
redly all would be delighted, : There would be an
stant cheer among the rich to expend : there
would be an instant rush, on the part of the poor,
to exertion and foil : all would be life and acti-
vity:two hours would be added to the day ;
and the very dunghill cocks would crow earlier
in the morning. To increase the bustle, it would
be jwell to see Mr. Brougham erecting a school-
housé in the centre of each village, while' the
“ Lion of the Exchequer” was kept at bay by a
sermon from Mr, Malthus.

Mankind have never yet witnessed the wonders
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’squire, under whom he lived, he could find for
himself a place of refuge. He had only to askthe
assistance of a few friends.  In a single night they
could erect a hut, on the common or waste, and
before day-light the boiling pot proclaimed him a
freeholder ; nor could the king himself drive out
the poorest of his subjects from such a tenement.
This, I say, was a mighty affair for the poor—a
mighty stay for independence.

By the enclosure of commons, England has be-
come greatly more productive: many millions a
year have been added to rent-rolls; but by the
regardless manner in which the change has beén
effected, millions of the poor have been deprived
of their most valuable rights—have been enslaved.

Surely, I have said enough ; nor must I forget
that I am not writing a book, but an introduction
to a book. To the theory of Mr. Malthus I shall
most faithfully adhere; and most happy should 1 be
to see so able a writer seconding my plans. If Mr.
Young flattered me twenty years ago, by saying,
that I ¢ knew more of the poor of England than
any man in it,”’ it may not be taken amiss if I
merely state what has happened since. At no
moment, since then, have 1 lost sight of the cause
for which, twenty years ago, I shaped the course of
my life ;—neither in Scotland, nor England, nor
Canada,—neither by land nor by sea,—neither in
prosperity nor in adversity,—neither free nor in
jail,—neither supported by friends nor deserted by
all :—surely, then, I must be a fool indeed, if this
cause 18 worthless, or my schemes to advanece it,
are good for nothing.
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Sooner or later we must have reform ‘of parlia-
ment; and a peaceable reform we cannot have too
soon. Looking to my plan for reforming and abo-
lishing the poor-laws as a step towards this, I ask
the whole world if any thing so safe, so rational, so
fraught with every good, has by any one else been
proposed. Thirteen years ago I was even too zeal-
ous for reform of parliament.” I was not wrong
in principle, but T was not then aware of that

degree of degradation ' to which poor-laws had
reduced the great mass of the English poor. My
residence in England gave me opportunities of
seeing how deeply evil had been rooted, and
made me think of means by which the poor could

gradually be fitted for the enjoyment of civil rights,
which every human being must enjoy before we
can see society improved as it may be—as it ought
to be in this advanced age of the world. Eda-
cation, the power of locomotion, 'the possession
of houses and land, may all be enjoyed by a people
without civil rights, but without them there can
be no'security : and, more than that, without civil

rights, the character—the dignity of man, never
can be traly elevated.

Here again is a most important point to which
Mr. Malthus has never turned his eye. He has
ridiculed the notion that taxation is the sole cause
of distress, and exclaims, “ O monstrous absur-
dity, that the pom‘ should be taught that the only
reason why the American labourer-earns a dollar a
day, and the ];nghsh labourer earns two'shillings,
is that the English labourer pays a greater part of
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for the accumula-

for transaction,—for exchange,
tion of wealth or the extinction of debt, by
whatever name it ‘may be called.  All that 'we
want is activity, Our credit is unbounded: our
mieans, well employed, unexhaustible. Let then
the poor have work,and a hope of independence and
enjoyment. Let ‘our transports, now rotting in the
harbours, be refitted : let them carry out emigrants
to Canada—to the Cape—to Van Diemen’s land:
only let proper plans be laid down, and all will
pay. Breeding itself will pay: T say it in ful
consideration of all the reasoning of Mr. Malthus.
T.et us no longer, then, be backward 'in obeying
the first great command, ¢ increase and multiply,
and replenish the earth.” Is it not a shame that
three-fourths of the globe should yet be unpeopled,
after 6000 years have fled, and that mankind should
be led on to butcher each other at the nod of a
holy alliance ? ~ Away with the idea that breeding
is the cause of vice and misery. Kings and priests
caused these, themselves in the first place being
caused by the ignorance of mankind.  Let us
liberally interpret the laws of nature: let us duly
appreciate the qualities of the human mind as sus-
ceptible of infinite improvement: let us mot col-
found causes with effects; but patiently trace out
the windings of the ¢ mighty maze.” - Now that
we are in possession of the art of printing; let us
persevere in putting down ignorance, and all its
brood. Let us be assured that vice and misery
may be eradicated from the earth : that it may be
thickly and quickly peopled ; and that moral re-

(\




GENERAL INTRODUCTION. clxxxv

straint alone is sufficient to give consistency to the
law divine.

INTRODUCTION
SKETCHES AND TOWNSHIP REPORTS

UPPER CANADA.

Tue Sketches were prepared for publication in
1811, but laid aside in consequence of the war
which broke out in 1812.

On the re-establishment of peace, the writer
revised his Sketches, and inserted accounts of
battles, &c. of which he had the best opportuni-
ties of being correctly informed, again intending to
publish, but, for reasons not communicated to me,
that intention was relinquished.. 'In 1818 the
manuscript was offered to me, as a fund of ma-
terials for my Statistical Account, and I had a writ-
ten order to receive it from a printer in the United
States on my way to England.

When shut up in Niagara jail, it occurred to me,
that I might beguile some dreary hours by pub-
lishing in Upper Canada the Township Reports,
with a general Account of the Province, from my
own knowledge, so as to have the whole improved
on  the spot, by additions and observations of
the - inhabitants, for rendering the publication in

4
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440 | England, more complete. 1 took steps towards
vi 8l | A this, and had the Sketches sent to me; but they
TR0 ‘f did not arrive till after I had found it impossible to

accomplish my purpose, and I did not give them
fRl an attentive reading till my retarn home., Here [
; - l found the work so perfect, the style so good, and
the statements so ecandid and .impartial,  that |
judged it wrong to pull it to pieces. I conceived

| | that as a whole, it was better than any general ac-
’ B count I could draw up, and would be more pecu-
! . liarly interesting, as coming from the pen of a na-
tive American, and one who had been long resi-
dent in the province of Upper Canada.
To assist the writer’s description of the! falls of
i Niagara, I have introduced a ground sketch, which,
| together with the vignettes in the title-pages, will,
I'hope, be serviceable ; hut no description, howeve
g assisted, can convey an adequate idea of nature’s
f :\: } most splendid scene.
\ The Towxsunrr RErorts need no other intro-
( | duction-than' the following Address, which called
§i] them ‘forth.

E‘J Py | TU
Toe RESIDENT LAND-O WNERS OF UrrPER CANADA.

il Queenston, October, 1817,
GENTLEMEN,

u I am a British farmer, and have visited this province {0
ascertain what advantages it possesses in an agricultural
point of view. After three months residence 1 am' con-
vinced that these are great,—far superior indeed to what
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the mother country has ever held out, either as they con-
cern speculative purchase, or the profits of present occur
p‘dliun.

Under sueh impressions, it is my purpose, as soon as
circumstances will permit, to become a settler ; and in the
meantime, wounld willingly de what lies in my power to
benefit the eountry of my choice.

When I speak in this sanguine manner of the capabilities
of €anada, I take it for granted that certain political
restraints to improvement will be speedily removed. Grows
ing necessity, and the opinion of every sensible man with
whom I have conversed on the subject, gives assurance of
this; My present Address, therefore, waves all regard to
political arrangements: it has in view, simply to open a
correspondence between you and your fellow-subjects at
home, where the utmost ignorance 'prevails w ith respect to
the natural resoureces of this fine country,

Travellers have puhlished passing remarks,—they have
told wonderful stories, and amused the idle of England
with descriptions of the beautiful and grand scenery which
nature has here displayed ; but no anthentic aeccount has
yet been afforded to men of cnpiial, to: men of enterprise
and skill, of these important facts which are essential to
be known, before such men will launch into foreign specii;
lation, or venture with their families, in quest of better
fortune across the Atlantic,

In this state of ignorance, you have hitherto had for
settlers chiefly poor men driven from home by despair,
These men, ill-informed and lost in the novelties which
sarround them, make at first but a feeble commencement,
and ultimately, form a society; crade, unambitious, and
weak. In your newspapers I have frequently observed
hints towards bettering the condition of these poor set-
tlers, and for ensuring their residence: in the provinces.
Such hints evidently spring {rom benevelent feelings : they
viate individual dis-

3

are well. meant, and may tend to alle
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tress, but can produce no important good to the country,
Canada is worthy of something better than a mere guidance
to it of the blind and the lame : it has attractions to stimy-
Jate desire and place its colonization above the aids of pe.
cessity.

Hands no doubt are necessary, but, next to good laws,
the grand requisite for the improvement of any country is
capital. = Could a flow of capital be once directed into this
quarter, hands would not be wanting, nor would these

hands be so chilled with poverty as to need the patronage

of charitable institutions.

At this moment British capital is overflowing; trade is
yielding it up: the funds cammot profitably absorb it: land
mortgages are gorged; and it is streaming to waste in the
six per cents. of America. Why should not this stream he
diverted into the woods of Canada, where it would find
a still higher rate -of interest, with the most substantial se-
curity?

Gentlemen!  The moment is most auspicious to your
interests, and you should take advantage of it. Yon
should make known the state of this country; you should
advertise the excellence of the raw material which Nature
has Javishly spread before you; you should inspire confi-
dence, and tempt able adventarers from home. = At this
time there are thousands of British farmers sickened with
disappointed hopes, who would readily come ‘to Canada,
did they but khow the truth: many. of these could still
command a few thousand pounds to begin with here; while
others, less' able in means, have yet preserved their cha-
racter for skill and probity, to entitle them to the confi-
dence of capitalists at home, for whom they could act as
agents in adventure.” Under the wing of such men, the
redundant population of Britain would emigrate with
cheerfulness, and be planted here with hearts unbroken.
We hear of four or five thousand settlers arrived from

home this season: and it is talked of as a great accession

-~
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to the population of the provinces. It is 'a mere drop from
the ‘bucket. England alone could spare fifty thousand
people annually, while she would be refreshed and strength-
ened by the disc harge. 1In war, England sent abroad an-
nually ‘more than twenty thousand of her youthful sons te
be slain, and more than twenty thousand of her daughters
shot after them the last hope of honourable love. In these
twenty-five years of war the population of England rapidly
increased: what is it to do now, when war is at'an end,
when love and opportunity are no longer to be foiled, and
the poor-laws have provided sustenance for children inde-
pendent of the parent’s care?

Under existing circumstances, it is absolutely necessary
even for the domestic comfort of England, that a vent
should be immediately opened for her increasing popula-
tion, and the colonization of Canada, if once begun, upon
a liberal footing, would afford this vent.

The present emigration from England affords no relief
whatever to the calamity occasioned by the poor-laws.
Thousands and tens. of thousands of paupers could be
spared, who cannot possibly now get off for want of means,
but who would be brought over by men of capital, were con-
fidence for adventure here once established.

The extent of calamity already occasioned by the system
of the poor-laws, cannot be even imagined by strangers.
They may form some idea, however, when I tell them, that
last winter I saw in one parish (Blackwall, within five miles
of London), several hundreds of able-bodied men, har-
nessed and yoked, fourteen together, in carts, bauling
gravel for the repair of the highways; each fourteen men
performing just about as much work as an old horse led by
a boy could accomplish*, We have heard since that

* The above melancholy picture need not stand alone as illus-
trative of the condition of the labouring classes in England ; nor
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£1,500,000 has been voted to keep the poor at-work s and

perhaps the most melancholy consideration of the wholeis,
that there are people
the evil.

‘Wihile 'all ‘this is true;
England ‘is thus wasted;
subjects are emigrating into the States of
led off to mix with the boors

who trust to such means as acure for

when the money and labourof
when thousands of ‘our fellow:
America ; when

we even hiear of them'being
of Poland, in ‘the cultivation of a country where thema-
ture of the government must counteract the utmost efforts
improvement,—is it not provoking -that all this

towards
ignorance of thesu:

should go on merely from a reigning
advantages ~which “Canada has in store, ‘and a
as ‘to the grand policy which might /be
ral aggrandizement of the British

pm'inr
thoughtlessness
adopted for the ‘gene

nation?
Some have thought the exclusion of American citizens

a ‘great ‘bar to the speedy settlement of ‘Canada; ut a
liberal system ' of ‘colonization from Europe, would render
this of ‘small* [importance. Before coming 1o @ decided
opinien on this important subject, I took much painsito in-
form myself of facts. A minute inquiry on the spot where

e

was it only in the year 1817 that misery was extreme. I copy the
following piece of intelligence from the Salisbury Journal of %th
April, 1821.

“ Many of the poor frame-workers of Nottingham *are ‘out of
employ, and teams of men, and even women, are dragging coals,
&c.,in' waggons and carts, about the streets, to excite the compe*
sion of the inhabitants.””

* Mr. Horne, the Editor-of the Upper Canada Gazette, awhen

he was first setting up the types of this Address, wished me
sent 0-

substitute the word no for small, which I would not con
Mr.iHorne, 1 dare.say, mill recollact this; and, .1 have reasens

for keeping it in.mind.
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government has endeavoured to force a settlement, satis-
fied me as to the causes of the too notorious failure there,
It convinced me that the fault by no means rested with the
incapacity of the settlers, butresulted from the system pur-
sued. I have since spentamonth perambulating the Genesee
country*, for the express purpose of forming a compari-
son between ‘British and American management. That
country lies parallel to this: /it possesses mo’ superior ad-
vantages: ‘its settlement began ten ‘years later: yet T am
ashamed fo say, it is already ten'years before Canada, in
improvement. This has been:asctibed to the superior dex-
terity of the American people, but ‘mest erroneousl ys: The
art of ‘clearing land is 'as ‘well understood here as in the
States: men direct from Britain are as energetic, and after
a little practice, sufficiently expert with the axe, while they
are more regular in ‘their habits ‘and'more ‘persevering in
their plans than the Americans.

No improvement has taken place in the Genesee coun-
try, which could'not be far exceeded hére, under-a proper
system. It wwas indeed British capital and ‘enterprise
which gave 'the first grand impetus to the improvement of
that country: ‘much of its improvement is still proceeding
under British ‘agency; and one of its mest flourishing
townships is ‘wholly ' occupied by men, who came, with
slender means, from the Highlands of Scotland. In the
Genesee country, the government pocketed much, but
Joreed nothing, and charity, there, has been left rwithout
an object.

* The Genesee couniry, containing near five' millions of acres,
extends eastward from Niagara river about 100 ‘miles; is'bound-
ed,’on the novth, by’ Lake Ontario, and on thegouth, by Pennsyl-
vania. The river Genesee runs through the middle of it; and
that word, which is Indian, means in: English; pleasant walley.
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GeNTLEMEN,—The inquiries and observations which [
have recently made on the subject of settlement, assure me,
tliat neither in these Provinces nor in the United States,
has a proper system been pursued. The mere filling of the
world with men, should not be the sole object of political
wisdom. This should regard the filling of it with beings of
superior intellect and feeling, without which the desert
had better remain occupied by the beaver and the bear,
'That society of a superior kind may be nursed up in Ca-
nada, by an enlarged and liberal connexion with the mother
country, I am very confident; and its being realized is the
fond hope which induces me to come forward with my pre:
sent proposals, and which, if these proposals meet with sap:
port, will eontinue the spur of my exertions to complete the
work which I have now in view.

Many of you, Gentlemen, have been bred up at home,
and well know how superior, in many respects, are the
arrangements and habits of society there, to what they are
on this side the Atlantic. Suclii never can be hopeil fir
here under the present system of (%)lonization, which brings
out only a part, and that the weakest part of sociely—
which places poor and’ destitate individuals in . remote
situations, with no object before them but groveling selfish-
ness—no aid—no example—no fear either of God ormil
Is it not possible to create such a tide of commerce &
would not only bring with it part of society, but socieff
complete, with all the strength and order and refinément
which it has now attained in Britain, beyond all precedauﬂ
Surely government would afford every facility to & col
merce which would not only enrich, but eternally bind to-
gether Britain and her Provinces, by the most powerf"l
sympathies of manners and taste and affection.

Government -never  can too much encourage the growlh
of this colony, by a liberal system of emigration. When
we come from home, we are not expatriated: our feelings
as British subjects grow more warm with distance, and ouf
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greater experience teaches us the ‘more to venerate the
principles of our native 'land—the country wherein ‘the
sciences have made the greatest progreds, and where alone
are “cultivated “to perfection 'the arts of social Tife.” Af
home, we hive experienced evils: we Know that influenées
are there, which war against the principles of the constita-
tion, and counteract its most benevolent designs.” Here,
we are free of such influences, we are perfectly contented,
and a fine field lies open to us for cultivating the best fruits
of civil and religious liberty.

An énlarged and liberal connexion between Canada atid
Britain, appears to me to promise the happiest results ‘to
the “eause 'of civilization. " Tt promises a ‘new era it the
history of our species: it promises the' growth of mantiers
with manly spirit, modesty ‘with acquirements, and a love
of truth superior to' the hoasting of despicable vanity.

The late war farnished the strongest proof of ‘the rising
spirit of this calony; ‘even under every disadvantagé’; “and
pity it would he, were so noble a spirit ever-again exposéd
torisk.’ The' late wanyshowed at once the afection which
Britdin' bears to Oanada, and the désire which Canadé has
to continue finder the wing of Britain. - When a eonnexion
is established between ‘the two countries worthy 'of such nias

: :

hifestations, allrisk will ecase.” Britain will no loneer haves

to expend her millions here. This country will not only'ha
equal t6]it§ own' defénce; bt the last liope of invasion will
wither ‘before ity strength.” 'While Canada ‘remaing poot
and ‘neglected she ‘can only Be a barthen to Britain: wheén
improved and wealthy she will‘aply tepay every debt,“and
become the powerful friend of the parént state,

What T conceive to be the first requisite ‘for'openinigd
suitable 'communication with the mother country, i87thé
drawing out and pablishing a well-authentieuted statistical
account of Upper Canada. ' This cannét beé" effécted by 'a
single hand: it must be thie work, and-have the authority of

n
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many. To give it commencement, I submit for your con-
sideration the annexed queries; and could these be replied
to, from every township in the Province, the work would
be far advanced. These queries have been shewn to
many of the most respectable individuals in the province,
and the scheme of collecting materials in this way, for a
statistical account, has, by every ome, been approved.
Some have doubted whether there exists sufficient energy
aud public spirit in the remote townships to reply to them.
I hope there is; and certainly no organized township is
destitute of individuals qualified for the task, if they will
but take so much trouble.

Some gentlemen have met my ideas so cordially as to
offer to collect information, not only for their own, but, for
other townships. Correct information, however, is not the
only requisite: authority is also wanted of that species
which will not only carry weight with it to a distance, but
remain answerable on the spot for what is advanced. The
desirable point, therefore, is to obiain replies separately
from each township, and to have these attested by the sig-
nature of as many of the respectable inhabitants as possi-
ble. To accomplish this in the speediest and most effectual
manner, a meeting might be held in each township, and
in the space of an hour or two the business might be
perfected.

The Queries have been drawn out as simply as possible;
with a view to the practicability of having them answered
in this general way. They embrace only such mattersas
it must be in the power of every intelligent farmer
speak to, and the information to be obtained by them will
be sufficient to assure farmers and others at home who have
money to engage in adventure, that adventure here, il
not only be rational and safe, but that they themselyes may
sit down in Canada with comfort and independence.

Although, to prevent confusion in the general fulfilment
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of the scheme, I have confined the range of Queries; it
would still be very desirable if intelligent individuals would
communicate their sentiments with regard to any measure
of improvement which oceurs to them, or any remarkable
fact or observation they may have made concerning the cli-
mate, soil, or cultivation of the province.

Should any correspondent dislike my using his name
publicly, he need only give a caution, and it shall be ob-
served *,

If the Queries obtain notice, and sufficient documents
are forwarded to me, I shall arrange and publish them in
England, whither I am soon to retdrn. - Had this task re-
quired superior ability, such an offer would be presump-
tion. T think it requires industry alone, and that I shall
contribute most willingly.

Whoever thinks well of the scheme, and feels a desire to
promote it, let him not hesitate or delay: prompt assist-
ance will be every thing; and, as to trouble, let individuals
compare their’s to mine,

Though I gratuitously make offer of my time, I must be
relieved of expense as much as possible, and shall expect
all communications to be post paid. No person, I think,
who interests himself at all in the matter, will grudge his
item in this way. Divided amongst many, such charges
will be trifling, but accumulated upon éne, they would be
serious,

* These lines were thrown in at the suggestion of the printer
at York, who thought few people would choose fo give their
names, as authority. So very different was the issue, that ¥
have received only one communication out of nearly a hundred,
with a feigned signature. ‘I mention this to the honour of the
people of Upper Canada, while I express my regret for admitting
of a supposition that any one would hesitate or withhold his name
in support of the information required.

ng
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Should ‘the work succeed 1o my wish, T would propose
not-only publishing it in the English, but German language.
Ttiis well known that the people of that nation’ are ‘ost
desirable settlers, and it is a fact that many of them have
not the means of communicating to-their friends the very
superior advantages of this country. . One of them,who
has been in Canada 13 years, lately told me, that * tou-
«'sands 'and tousands would come’ over, did they but know
¢ how good a country it is for poor peoples.”

ROBERT GOURLAY.

N. B. Address all communications for me, to the Post

Office, Queenston. - RG
[SEE QUERIES, page 270.]

The Upper Canada Gazette, in which the above
was first published, having a very limited circula-
tion, ‘and the President, Colonel Smith;: having
approved of the Address, 700 copies were thrown
off as a CTRCUTLAR, and sent by post to the public
officers of each township, with the following note:

¢ S1m,

“ Tur within Address, &c. appeared in the -Upper
Canada Gazelle uj'. the 30th October ; but lest that paper
should not fall into your hands, this is sent to you; and 1t
is earnestly requested that you will endeavour to procure 6
meeting of your respectable neighbours, as soon as, possible,
and otherwise forward the object in view, which would be
of the greatest. service to the Province. B. G
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(It has been savd, page 1xxxiii, that the printing of
this General Introduction was broken off, De-
cember; 1820. [t was then thus far prepared
Jor the press ; and the causes of « year’s delay
tn publishing, &e. &c. shall now be stated in the
Jollowing Address. )

TO THE PEOPLE OF UPPER CANADA,

(Among whom ave my furious Foes and feeble Friends.)

CANADIANS;

Hap this book appeared twelve months ago;as
it might, but for aceidents, my intention was to
have dedicated it to you, in the hope that your
représentatives would do-nothing ia parliament till
a -commission of inquiry was sént home. - Your
representatives have played the fool; but,of this,
elsewhere.

As I have all along considered myself pledgeéd
to publish in England the information concerning
Upper Canada, which you communicated to me
for that purpose, 1 shall have recoutse to narrative
to set forth by what causes 1 have been: so latedn
redeeming my pledge, and at the same time shall
recount what has occurred to me in connexion
with the subject of this publication.

In my statement of 8d January, 1820, (page v)
I have noted my landing at Liverpool, the 2d De-
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cember, 1819. Arriving at Edinburgh the Oth of the
same month, I heard, for the first time, that my
father had breathed his last, and proceeding to
Fifeshire, devoted a month to sympathy and con-
dolence with my afflicted mother. Towards the
middle of January I retarned to Edinburgh,and im-
mediately waited on an eminent bookseller, to offer
him for publication, “ A STATISTICAL ACCOUNT
oF UppeEr CANADA, WRITTEN BY THE INHA-
> He informed me that he had had
lying by him for some weeks a Statistical Account
of Upper Canada written by Dr. Strachan of that
province, which had been sent home recommended
tor publication by Sir Peregrine Maitland and the
Attorney General: that he had, within the last

BITANTS.

two days, returned this to Aberdeen, refusing to
be its publisher; and, having refused Dr. Strachan’s
work, he could not, hesaid,inpropriety publishany
thing of the same kind for me. I then entered into
treaty with another bookseller, and flattered my-
self that I might not only get the Statistical Ac-
count published, but have petitions presented to
the Prince and Parliament respecting my treatment
at Niagara, so as to sail for Quebec by the spring
ships. At this moment, the King’s death, and
consequent dissolution of Parliament, dissipated
these sanguine expectations, and made me think of
dedicating some time, now of less consequence, to
the restoration of my health, which was indeed
wretched ; to the pleasure of visiting my friends;
and ‘the enjoyment  of viewmg, once again, the
varied and charming scenery of my native land,



‘GENERAL INTRODUCTION. exelix

On such errand$ I made a pedestrian excursion ; first
westward, through Lanark, Renfrew, and Ayrshire;
and then to the north so far as Peterhead, Inver-
ness, and Fort William ; having the additional ob-
jects, in these quarters, of inquiring into the situa-
tion of the Highlanders, and of their inclination to
emigrate; as well as of inspecting the Caledonian
Canal, that I might the better make up my mind
as to that of the St. Lawrence.

It was the beginning of May before I got back
to Edinburgh from this second tour; and here 1
found Dr. Strachan’s book advertised under the
title of “ A Visit yo UppeEr CANADA, by James
Strachan,” a brother of thesaid Doctor ; the adver-
tisement setting forth that the book contained
““ A brief account of Mr. Gourlay's proceedings as
a reformer in Upper Canada : the whole being care-
Sully drawn up from malerials furnished by the
author’s brother, who has been twenty years in the
country, and a member of the Government.”

Although I never heard of Strachan till I was in
Upper Canada, I had no difficulty in getting 2
correct history of him.

About the year 1795 this, now, Honeurable and
Reverend personage strolled south from Aberdeen,
where he had received a little college learning, and
was for a while preceptor to the children of a
farmer in Angusshire. After this he got to be
schoolmaster, first in Duninno, and then in Kettle,
parishes in Fifeshire, attending St. Andrew’s Col-
lege at the same time, as an irregular student.

The Rev. Dr. Hamilton, of Gladsmuir, in East

aQ
)
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Lothigp;. .y, wife’s uncle, having: a commission
from a friend in Upper Canada: to send out to him
a-person qualified for a family tutor, offered £50
alyeat to, procure one ; and Strachan agreed to go
outs.. He went; and after teaching privately, for
some tiwe, became again a schoolmaster.  1n this
situation he married a widow with, some money
and. good, connexions:  got orders. toofficiate as a
minister of the church of England : was appointed
to. the rectory ef York, the capital of Upper Ca-
nada ; and, finally, became, in addition, hionorary

member. of the

1tive council of the province *,
All this was certainly creditable; but our Dominie
wonld not. rest with the performance. of his wmany

schoolmaster, p:usom and _councillor,

duties.. of
e was not contented, with -whipping “children;
but attacked an ex-president - of thu United States,
in.a virulent newspaper article, to which he setihis
mame as. ¢ Rector of York,”. and:published a

pamphlet abusing the late Lord Selkirk for his at-

, I have seen ‘it announeced in a
newspaper, that  the Hotourable, and Reverenid. and ‘Doctor

Strachan is appointed Member of the Legislative Couneil, and 1

doubt not we may, bv and by, hear of his bejag I i’]“'l’ of Upper

Canada:’ go my hero is not a little man in every respect. The
reader will find in this first volume repeated allusions to him,madg

while T yet inténded to withhold his name. My changed plan of

bt ok ad 3 5 E B: 3. i . > wEas
publishing 'has brought it-forth ‘in ‘tlis pla has introdiced it in

the Appeadix §’ and ‘most conspicuously in'the ExpLiNaTion oF

Tue Map prefixed to volume IL. which the reader would do well

to peruse before he goes further.
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tempt to establish a colony in. the Hudson’s Bay
territory ! I was the next objeet of his wrath ;
and. for what *~for publishing my first Address to
the Resident Land-Owners of Upper ‘Canada,
which has appeared above.

Upon getting hold of the “ Visit ToUppER Ca-
~ADA,” Ireadily perceived why the Edinburgh book-
seller had refused tobeits publisher. From beginning
to end it exhibited one continued tissue of weak-
ness and abomination, with a whole chapter de-
voted to personal abuse of me: indeed, I have no
doubt, that, but for this magnanimousobjeet, James
Strachan would "have ‘made no Visit to Uppéer
Canada. Its general merits may be well conceived,
from the following article, which appeared in the

Scotsman newspaper of May, 1820,

LITERATURE.
A
VISIT TOTHE PROVINCE OF UPPER CANADA,
N 1819,
BY JAMES STRACHAN.

This is one of the most miserable. attempts at travel-

writine we have ever seen. A hook written for the use of
S

emigrants anay dispense -with . profound thinking, and
:s’iJlt‘u‘i\il 1}z'~('i‘J‘i)€i‘.a:1, and seems to ]'i‘-‘illil‘(' Ulllllilig more
than the power of collecting and relating facts and ecirdam-
stances of a very obvious kind. But simple as the task ap-
pears, this work may convince anyone that there are individu-
als as incapable of executing it, as of deciphering the hiero-
glyphies of Dendera. Though we must suppose that Mr.
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Strachan had the benefit of his brother’s information, who
has been above twenty years in the country, and though
there can be little doubt that the two have clubbed their
talents for the enterprise, we must say that the book con-
tains nothing to repay the trouble of reading three pages.
Any facts to be found in it worth notice, have been
borrowed at second or third hand from books already
known ; and in the borrowing, we fear, they have lost the
aceuracy which renders them of any value. When the
author attempts any remarks in his own person, he is
miserably out, from the want of the most common species
of information ; and what is still worse, the handful of ideas
he has, are buried under a mountain load of prejudices.
Indeed, the only thing new in the book is the superlative
ignorance that runs through it—an ignorance which charity
might have overlooked, had it not been accompanied by
no small share of presumption. Mr. Strachan has been
moved to publish by a motive no less noble than a zeal to
demolish a host of errors which have been suffered to
reign till this champion of truth and knowledge took the
field. He announces, confidently, that his book will be
found to contain every thing essential for an emigrant to
know; and he anticipates that it will entirely divert the
stream of emigration from the United States to Canada.

We have no doubt that eur author really meant to ac-
complish this, if he had known how to set about it. But
whatever advantages Canada possesses have been much
better told already by every person who has pretended to
describe them; and as for the comparative disadvantages
of the United States, we fear his accounts will have but
little authority with those who know that he was never in
the country ; and that, as he has proved himself incapable
of describing what fell under his own observation, his tes-
timony cannot be of much value as to objects a thousand
miles off.

Though the reader will not learn (unless by inference)
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that the rigotr of the climate suspends the operations of
husbandry, nearly five months of the year, in Upper, and
six months, in Lower Canada ; or, that the whole country
is rendered inaccessible for about one half of the year, by
sea, from the ice : and thoughhe will look in vain for other
facts of as much importance, we are far from saying that
he will find nothing in it which he has seen before. 'On the
contrary, he will find from a meteorological table, what ne-
hody suspected, that the extreme cold of Upper Canada,
in January, is plus 27 of Fahrenheit; he will find that the
Canadas have a more fertile soil, and a greater extent of
sea-coast than the Baltic ; that as we advance from Lower
to Upper Canada, the soil and climate perceptibly improve ;
but this improvement fortunately stops at the boundary-
line; and if we advance a little farther in the same direc-
tion into the United States, nature kindly reverses the
course of things, and heaven frowns upon democrats and
levellers, in a sterile soil and pestilential atmosphere. Hi-
therto it has been supposed, that Canada had its share of
marsh fevers, because it has its share of the hot summers
and stagnant waters that produce them; but this, our
author says, is a mistake, and these causes of disease
operate only in the United States, and suspend their in-
fluence in favour of the loyal Canadians. So perversely ig-
norant, however, are emigrants, that they encounter all
these evils, and pay a high price for worse lands in the
United States, than they could get in Canada for nothing.
It had been often stated, that a poor man might better his
circumstances by going to this colony ; but it was reserved
for Mr. Strachan to discover, that there is no place in the
world equal to Canada for men of large capitals: and
among other advantages, by which he allures them to leave
Britain, he says, they will be able to educate their chil-
dren: though he did not find the colony in a state of insur-
rection, as he expected, he found it had been disturbed

by demoerats and levellers; and there, as at home, the
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priacipal members of opposition were unworthy in private
life. But we have said;more than enough of so poor a pub-
lication, whose absurdities will be a sufficient correetion to

its errors.

The reader must not forget, that the book here
spoken of, was written by Dr. Strachan, and sent
home, recommended for publication’ by Sir Pere-
grine Maitland and the Attorney General.”  This
makes it of consequence : this stamps it as a docu-
ment—an expos¢ of church and state; and because
of this, I have considered it worthy of notice.

After, perusing the twelve pages of scandal, -
tended to injure me, 1 had the curiosity to read
over these pages a second time, to note with my
pencil the falsehoods, untruths, and misrepresent-
ations, therein contained: and how many does the
record make of them? - Thirty-two falsehoods,
thirty-cight ~untruths, besides misrepresentalions
throughout.” So much, at present, for the work
of the Honourable, and Reverend, and Doctor

Strachan®.

¥ Although twelve pages of the Visit To Urrer Canapa are
devoted to ahuse of me, I am mot the sole object of its scandal.
“"“A Montreal auctioneer” is attacked in the management of s
private affairs; a man who had sinned publicly, by manly con-
duet in the Lower Canada Parliament.  He 1s known to me only
by some’ of his speeches, published in newspapers, which ap-
peared very good indeed. Then, again, the feelings of the
family of Capt. Brant, the celebrated Indian Chief, are wantonly
and cruelly injured. Capt. Brant is spoken of‘as a ¢ miserable
man,” of ‘ savage ferocity,”—* puffed ‘up with his own im-
portance,” as having * frequently discovered a~want of gra(ilud-&

to the British government,” and so forth. I never heard Capt.
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The first parliament of the ‘new reign 'being

now met, T was anxious to get to:London to pre-

Brant el ken of in [‘l}ii: rCanada but in terms of respect ind. on

ident at W

siting his son and da

gton Square, in

1 > s £ Yo 1 43 > 1 13 v
the district of Gore, had the satisfaction of findine them in man-

ion, and conduct, equal to ‘the best bred people of

ners, conve

our owh nation. I record 'the fact with ‘peculiar

pleasure, as a

proof  that North' American Indians require only edueation ‘anid

good habitg, to elevate; them from the savage state; and th

the breed (I.'iw" : be partial to our own)

be found,

to prevent their beir it

I.J the 71\111"l it wil

that I distinguis

eople by different appellations. Some
distinetion was necessary. Those residing within surveyed bounds
I call Indians; those still ranging the wilderness; savages. ' I do

not wish the word savage, however, to be taken'in the bad sense,

The poet, who say
“ When

did any thing but mean, that

1, and
remorseless; and, an fact, the North American aborigines were

noted as beitig brave and

cenerous. 1 de precate every attempt
to. alter the condition of the Indian, as long as he is ¢ hunter, In

that state he

.} 14& heldeft alona s tin -t} = ca:] 1
Souldd De .n[ alones '1n that siate }z:'!‘ }..‘i-:;\ and

useful in his voeation. -The middle state { half-hunter,

half-cultivator, is the worst; and I have recommended that Go-
vernment should Instantly make an effort to advance those Indians,

who are surrounded by settlements of white people, by education

and training to industry! T If-hunter, half-cultivator, 15 ani-

formly lazy, mehns dirty, -and-altogether -a worthless member o

was not even |
by “Mr. Campbéll, in" his " beautifi

WionminG. '/ Sevaral respectable persons ‘are still alive, in" Upper

as i‘.lr]"iwd

poem of (GERTRUDE OF

Canada, who can testify as to this; and it would be'wgll'if M.
Campbell, in his next edition, would note this, to|cerrect ‘wrong
impressions, which, his poetical ; licence, in speaking:of < ihe

nonster Brandt,” may create. The name is Brant, not Brandt




= e —

cevl GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

sent to it a petition, with regard to the state of
Upper Canada; and also to proceed with my pub.
lication. I was unexpectedly detained in Scot-
land a few weeks, owing to the death of a family
connexion, and ouly got to town by the 6th June,
as mentioned above, page xlix.

On the 26th July this volume was put to press;
and soon afterwards was advertised for publica-
tion. I told the publishers that it would be ready
for delivery in a few weeks; but was little aware
of the delay which might be occasioned by the
preparation of plates. Three, thenin the hands of
the engravers were not ready till the Ist of Novem-
ber; and three more, found necessary for illus-
tration, were still unfinished the 2d of December.
On that day I received a letter from my wife, in-
forming me that she was taken ill; and her con-
cluding page too clearly indicated the progress of
decay. For three days I remained in London
powerless with solicitude : a letter from my daugh-
ter inspired hope and resolution: I departed for
Edinburgh ; but arrived there only in time to bear
the mortal part of my dearest friend to the grave.

Ever since my horrible treatment at Niagara, I
have been the victim of nervous malady. I had
so far conquered this before coming to London,
by extraordinary efforts; but my great and unex-
pected affliction' now thrust me down, and sub-

Jected me to the most deplorable weakness.

During three months’ stay in Scotland I was
wholly unable to go on with the work of publica-
tion. I invited a gentleman, well qualified, to
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assist in finishing this first volume, then nearly
completed, that part of the edition might be sent
out forthwith to Canada; but after sitting with
him for some hours, I found myself wholly unable
to direct his endeavours, I could not then, in-
deed, sum up four figures together. Trusting that
change of scene might lighten my spirits and re-
store to me some degree of energy, I sailed for
London the 2d of March; but, after a miserable
voyage of twelve days, was landed still more re-
duced in strength; and every day became worse
and worse. Afraid of sinking into absolute imbe-
cility, I conferred with a friend as to some object
which might rouse my dormant faculties, and dis-
pel the cloud of surrounding gloom.

He suggested that I should offer to accompany
Sir R. Wilson to Naples, in the cause of independ-
ence. I was a sincere friend to the cause; but
Sir R. Wilson had disgusted me with his book on
Egypt; and thence I had believed a story (which
I now discredit), of his having played the eaves-
dropper, by attending a conference between the
Emperor Alexander and Buonaparte, disguised as
a livery servant. What I said of him, under this
belief, required explanation. I spoke of it to my
friend, and it was resolved that I should communi-
cate my intention, and explain afterwards. Upon
this, I addressed two lines to Sir Robert the
24th March; but in two days more it was an-
nounced that the Neapolitan people had shrunk

from their enterprise. They were, indeed, betray-
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ed by their leadeys. 1 was now again in 'the misery
of indecisioni’s but determined to march inte the
west of Eneland, and visit my old friends there,
As no reply was received from Sir'R. Wilson to
my note of the 24th March; 1 asked my friend, on
iviﬂ'iﬂf_{ town, to find him out (in which he was
ansuccessful), and explain under what circum-
stances T had taken the liberty of addressing him.
The fact is, I had acted ‘contrary to my own prin-
ciples, and was somewhat ashamed of it. Though
any thing is better than imbecility and sloth,
my ambition inclines least of ‘all to that of a sol-
dier; and giving in to be one, at a time of absolute
feebleness; has led me'to confirm' the declaration of
Gibbon, the historian, that' ‘¢ the courage of a sol
dier'is ‘the cheapest commodity in nature.”

I started off, westward, the 8d of April; but on
the second day’s march’ ‘was knocked up; and had
to reach Devizes by’ coach. 'Here a worthy old
friend readily accoivmodated me with a pony..“1
visited Bath, Waiminster, Salisbury, and retirned
to' Devizes ; ‘shaking Hands, as I journeyed on, with
dozens of my brother farmers and otheér friends;
not forgetting the poor ones of Wily parish: " Not
only ‘the’ people, but the very soil of Wiltshire, re-
miins' ‘déar to' my remembrance;—its bournes and
its downs. “Seven years of my life were spent in
Wiltshire’;

most “Intéresting years of sunshine
and cloud. - 'Wiltshire gave birth to five of my
children ;=—to one of them a grave,—a grave 'over

which  the 'Migoard church refused to perform its
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rites,—rites which I hold at nought but for ap-
pearances of decency; and these are set aside
where superstition has controul *! !

Cheltenham waters restored me to health six
years ago. I rode to Cheltenham, and tried the wa-
ters a second time, Wwithout avail. I then returned
to Devizes, delivered up the pony to my friend ; and
marched to London, now somewhat strengthened
in body, but still unfit for any continued mental
effort: I had, in fact, lost the power of combining
my thoughts, and had to rest under such grievous
affliction.

On the 7th of May an article appeared in the
Morning Chronicle, seemingly prepared to draw
attention to the true principle of reforming the
poor-laws, for which Mr. Scarlett had given notice
that he intended to bring a Bill into parliament.
In this article authority was quoted from my little
publication on the subject, Tae TYrRANNY OF
Poor-Laws, in opposition to the sentiments of
Mr. Cobbett, and, on the 8th, Mr. Scarlett’s Poor
Relief Bill was brought into the House. This
could not fail to be highly interesting to me; and
it proved electric: it had considerable effect in
rousing my still feeble mind to action. It was in-

* I had a poor baby which died suddenly, during her third
night, while unchristened ; and, because of the ceremony being
neglected, the parson had to obey the Rubric,

thus accidentally
I would

and deny his presence and prayers at the funeral.
write black over such Rubric.
O
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deed curious that my little tract, which, six years
before, had been presented to 700 Peers and Com-
moners of Parliament, and obtained for me thanks
only from two, should, at so eventful a moment,
be thrust forward by an unknown hand to my aid.
This little incident, together with a hope that a
commission would, before the end of the session,
arrive from Upper Canada, to call for inquiry into
the state of the province, made me every day more
and more anxious to recommence my work of pub-
lishing the statistical account: and after the second
notice of Mr. Scarlett’s Bill, on'the 24th May, I at
last resolved to be up and doing. 1 had doubted, from
the beginning, if one velume could contain the mat-
ter prepared for it. My hope of gaining increased
public attention, because of Mr. Scarlett’s motion,
added to the expectation that a commission for in-
quiry might immediately be expected home from
Canada, ¢

-

>é to put a second volume to
press, and to lay the foundation for a complete deve-
lopment of colonial affairs. The parliam ntary de-
bateon the Constitution of Canada, in 1791, seemedl
peculiarly worthy of being brought into view, upon
the oecasion’; and the printing of it requiring no
effort fromk me, I, thereby, made a beginning, = Be-
fore that and Rochefoucault’s account of Simcoe’s
government were printed off, I became afraid of

being unable to make necessary comments -

2

but was
fortunate in getting a friend to carrv me to Brighton,
where, for a week, in the beginning of J uly, being
refreshed with air' and exercise, I made out to

wnite, as it is, the Review which follows these
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transcripts, in Vol. II. and which, I trust, may
assist my endeavours, however imperfect the per-
formance, got up by feeble, feverish, and dis-
tracted cogitations. During August and Sep-
tember, my health was such, that I became wholly
unfit for the work on hand, which was now inter-
rupted for weeks together. Towards October I
found it necessary, a third time, to fly from town
for relief. I spent a week at Margate for the be-
nefit of sea-bathing : made an excursion round the
coast of Ient ; and but that I was now assailed in
London and Edinburgh, with infernal torments
in the courts of law, should have been vigorous.
Thank God, I have, at this moment, been able to
set at rest every care ; and, at this moment, am
better in health than I have been since the day on
which I was illegally arrested, and confined within
Niagara jail.

This narrative must not be taken amiss. It is
necessary for my protection against Calulllny to re-
gister all my movements—where I have been, and
how employed, You will remember that when in
Upper Canada, 1 was accused, in consequence of
an infamous slander, published by the London
Courier, of having been engaged in the riotous
meetings of England, and of being a promoter of
insurrection : you will remember of a poor mad-
man declaring before a public company, in Little
York, that 7 and Hunt had been accessdary to the
death of Cashman ; and, very probably, you would
learn from the Albany and New York newspapers,
that, after leaving you, I visited Mr. Cobbett.

o9
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Perhapsstories are now circulated among you, that

IR 1 S8 i I was at the bottom of the Cato Street conspiraey:

- Jié i headed the rebels at Bony Muir; oram now plotting
% b insurrection with the radicals of London. My geod

Fl \ j friends. Eneland does not contain a more resolutefoe

i | to riot than myself ; or a person so completely alone
iy in political concerns. Before I had connection with

A you, | had, in many publications at heme, deprecated

fl th l such meetings as those countenanced by Messrs,

:} l Cobbett and Hunt ; and there is not, of the thou-

A7 . sands in this country who have been acquainted

with me, a single one, who would not laugh at the
&8 | very sound of my being a participator in confusion
and murder. I frankly confessed to you in Canada,
_ that I was acquainted with Messrs. Cobbett and
| Hunt: that in many things 1 admired the former;
and that I had seen the latter most shamefully mal
, treated at a public meeting (at Devizes), only a
19 i few weeks before 1 left home for America. All this
/ | was quite true ; but my acquaintance was slight
._f]f and accidental ; and still-I was opposed to their
] public measures for obtaining reform: indeed, at
this day, I think they have greatly injured the
cause. It was quite true, that I visited Mr
: Cobbett at New York. I went from Albany to
L 1 New York, because of a report that my brother
‘ | was there, and I remained there five days in search

of him. = During that time I read CoBBETTS
At Year’s REsipExcE, in which Mr, Morris Birk-
beck is so severely dealt with. Mr. Birkbeck
was, for several years before he emigrated to Ame-

rfica, my most intimate friend: he was ““a friend
indeed.” When misfortune came upon me in
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Fngland, and my all was in Jjeopardy, Mr. Birk-
beck (who, by the by, is called by the villain
Strachan, * a bad man”’) offered to carry me and
my family to America: offered to give me a farm
there: to stock it; and supply money, till I
could find it convenient to repay him. Was this

¥

the act of ** a bad man? It was such an aet as

I shall feel grateful for while I have existence*.

Few men have been more scandalously misrepresented and
abused than Mr. Birkbeck. When he crossed the Atlantic to
Amierica, he performed what he had contemplated for years; and
what he conceived to be a duty to his family—his most amiable
family. He was sanguine in his expectations, and he wrote as he

felt. [t was natural for him to wish many emigrants to follow

bim, altogether inde it of pecuniary gain. The idea, that

he was chiefly actuated by this, in giving favourable accounts of

Illinois, is absurd. 'The very first flight of emigrants, who fol-
lowed him, could soon expose delusion, or state to others their
dl.-‘n[up()intﬂmnt; and nohm]y. who got there with money, could
be under any necessity to purchase land from him, while millions
of acres were for sale at the public land offices. Other people,

who have gone to Illinois, besides Mr. Birkbeck, have been bigh-

ly pleased with the choice they made; although, for my own
part, I should wish to settle further to the north. I have con-
versed, since I came home, with an Englishman, who had settled
in Illinois, and found him quite delighted with that country; and
I have heard the same from the correspondence of others; besides
having a series of letters, all in unvaried strain, from my friend.
M. Birkbeck was bred a quaker; but, by and by, rose above

the rigid discipline, which requires attention to non-essentials of

religion, and left the Society; though certainly not its good
moral habits. I never, indeed, knew a man more eorrect as to
these,—~more pure in conduet and conversation ; and of this, the

Society, I believe, is sensible; - One of the most rigid of the So-
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Although, by the failure of my father, I was de-
prived of my stock in business, 1 had still annuities
and provisions for my wife and children. I was
not altogether deprived of the means of living.
My wife was delicate: my children were young;
and upon the whole, it was advisable not to accept
of the kind offer of my friend. When I read Mr.
Cobbett’s attack upon Mr. Birkbeck, it was impos-
sible for me not to feel pain; and a passage con-
cerning Ellenborough and Gibbs filled me with
horror. 1 called upon Mr. Cobbett, to remoustrate
against such writings; but Mr. Cobbett, by this
time, despised every thing which stood in the way
of destroying the boroughmongering system of Eng-
land. Emigration to America had, 1 conceive,
appeared to him a lessening of that pressure which,
at home, might tend to his favourite object; and
therefore nothing which could check emigration
seemed to him sin. On this subject there was no

reasoning ; and we talked of other matters. The

ciery or Frienps, speaking to me of Mr. Birkbeck, used these
words, ** We are sorry for him, but love him still.”’

One bad habit Mr. Birkbeck got into, which was, using the
word religion, when he spoke of and meant hypocrisy; and in
his LEerTERs FRoM Iurinors, he has stirred up prejudices, owing
to the too careless use of this word. In one of my letters to him,
I expressed my regret for this, and he thus wrote to me, in reply,
under date the 11th March, 1819: “ I have been ready to wish I
had not written just as I did; or, rather, that I had expressed
my reveren¢e (that reéverence which I cherish in my heart), for

Religion itself, when I spoke lightly of sham religion.”
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Manchester massacre had recently been heard of.
Nobody reprobates that transaction of our magis-
tracy more than I. Mr, Cobbett felt as I did: he
extolled the bravery of his friend Hunt: he talked
most warmly in favour of England and its comforts;
the beauty of its hills and dales; the excellence
of its people. [ told him how I had been treated
in Canada. He magnified to himself, a dozen
times over, all that I said of provinecial villany.
He got into an agony of wrath against despotism;
and finally, though I had gone to rebuke, I shook
hands with Mr. Cobbett at departure. He asked
me to sail with him to England; and, but that I
had made previous arrangements for coming home
by Mountreal and Quebec, I should certainly have
availed myself of so good an opportunity of getting
better acquainted with -an extraordinary man—a
man with whom I never in all things agreed, and
to whose principles I would now, less than ever,
subscribe; but whom [, as assuredly, “admire in

many things*.”

* The reader will excuse this digression about Mr. Cobbett,
when I have stated, that, my frankly acknowledging that I knew him
constituted the leading charge for which Mr. Wm. Dickson had
me arrested, ordered out of the province, and committed to jail.
His questions and my answers, when brought under arrest into
his presence, were these: * Do you know Mr. Cobbett?”—
¢ Yes,”—¢ Do you know Mr, Hunt?’—* Yes,””—¢ Were you
at Spa Fields meeting?’— Yes.”—¢ Were you ever in Ire-
land?’—¢ Yes,”-—“ Were you lately in the Lower Province?”

—* Yes’— Were you lately in the United States 1”— Yes.’

INTRODUCTION, CEXYV




- ———

SR . SN

CCXVI GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

I never had a conversation in my life with Mr.
Cobbett but one, before 1 saw him at New York.

—+ Was it you that wrote the article in the Spectator, headed,
¢ Gagged, gagged, by jingo 1»__« Qh, to be sure it was!”

« Gentlemen,” said Dickson, looking very great, ( his mighty
peers were ranged around—") it is my opinion that Mr. Gour-
lay is a man of desperate fortune, and would stick at nothing to
raise insurrection in this province:” then, having got Mr. Tho-
mas Clark, and Mr. William Claus, Legislative Councillors ; - Mr.
Alexander M<Donell, brother-in-law to the late President Smith;
and a Doctor Muirhead, to back him in his false, infamous, and
most groundless opinion, he ordered me first into close confinement,
in one of the cells of Niagara jail, and, after about an hour, had
me brought back to receive his written order to depart the province.
The affair began with the base report of the London Courier of
the 8th July, 1818, that I had  escaped after the disgraceful pro-

!

ceedings of Spa Fields:” was marked, in its progress, by the mad-
man’s declaration above spoken of; and this was the issue; a sor-
rowful one, indeed, for me, as it, at last, turned out. That I was
at Spa Fields meeting, the Courier could know from a pamphlet
of mine, published in England, before I went out to Canada. Be-
ing in London, waiting on law business, while the Spa Fields
meetings were held, I attended, to mark the character of these
meetings. In my pamphlet I pronounced upon this character, and
stated my disapprobation of such meetings. This the villanous
Courier totally reversed the meaning of, insinuating that I was an
actor in and approver of such meetings, and caid that I « es-
caped!!!”  Let the Courier know that it is not fear that restrains
me from burning his house about his ears. The mischief that
that infernal tool of the Ministry has produced by lies and base
insinuations is beyond all reckoning. It was, no doubt, the Cou=
rier’s false report which worked up the frenzy of the poor mad-
man at York; and such was the silliness of many other people,
that they also gave credit to it. To outstare the audacious false-
hood, I published in the Niagara Spectator the fact that 1 had
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In the years 1814 and 1815, Cobbett’'s Register,
which 1 always read, and still read, seemed to be

been at Spa Fields meeting—that 1 knew Mr. Cobbett, and * ad-
mired him in many things,”—that I also knew Mr. Hunt; and
had seen him very ill used at a Wiltshire county meeting, a few
weeks before I left England for Canada. Good God! for these
frank acknowledgments was I cast into jail; detained there till
both my body and mind were a wreck; cast out into a foreign
land, 4000 miles from home; to come home, and find the sad
consequences to be, that my whole affairs had got into confusion,
from my detention in Capada, and that I was too late to havea
parting conversation with my aged parent, which of all things
I desired. I was a couple of days in Ireland, during the
rebellion of 17908. Mr. David Melville, now writer to the
signet in Edinburgh, then a boy, was my companion. We
were travelling together through Wigtonshire, when, urged by
curiosity, I proposed crossing to Ireland, and we had passports
from the commander of the forces to proceed to Blaris camp, and
view the ground where a battle had just before been fought—the
battle of Anttim: so much for my being in Ireland. After I
was honourably acquitted a second time, on a trial in Upper
Canada for false charges of sedition, 1 hurried off through Lower
Canada to New York, to dispatch intelligence of my deliverance

to my wile, and to make arrangements for a longer stay in
Canada, having written polite and confiding letters t0 the
Duke of Richmond and Sir Peregrine. Maitland, thinking my-
self sure of civil treatment from them on my return 1o
Canada. I dispatched my business at New York, and forth-
with returned to his majesty’s dominions ; but,- instead of  ci-
vility from the Lieutenant Governor, I found myself and friends
libelled in his opening speech to Parliament, and the Parliament
ready to justify and support him in every act, however absurd.
The Parliament did, indeed, pass a law to prevent, in all time
coming, meetings by deputy 3 and every weak creature of govern-

ment was in arms against me, On first reading the Bill for the
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falling very low, and, indeed, had become unplea-
sant from interferences with religious feeling. Re-
ligious feeling, I conceive, should never be med-
dled with. Religion is a matter between every
individual and his God: a matter quite distinet
from politics, and with which politics should
never clash, Paine had just credit for writing his
Ricurs oF MAN: he received just condemnation
for his Ace or REeasonx; wherein he makes
mockery of what was sacred to the feelings of the
million. The publications of Hone and Carlile
are ol

jectionable in the same way, and they ae

o

injurious to the great cause of reform. They dis

L ) s - = o S i — - e
gust many of its well wishers: they involve weak

men in vain disputations: they generate rancorous
feelings: they stir up animosities. They ought ne-
vertheless to be left to free circulation. In the United
States, where there is perfect freedom in this way,
I never saw any thing like those rank publications,
which it is the object of the despicable and

suppression of meetings by deputy, I exclaimed, * Gagged, gag-
ged, by jingo,” and wrote down some doggrel, jingling to these
words, to sustain good humour on so melancholy an oeceasion.
A magistrate, to whom I read the doggrel lines, laughed heartily;
and, as'a French eomic author (Molic re) used to let his wit go to
the public, provided it made his old housekeeper smile on the first
rehearsal, so in making some remarks on the gageing act of Upper
Canada, I headed these remarks with my doggrel rhyme of
“gagged, gagged, by jingo;” valgar enough, I acknowledge;
but, really and truly intended to keep the Canadians somewhat in
humour with chains clenched by their own representatives in par-

liament: so much for being in the  Lower Provinee,”” and ** the

United States ; and so much for, ¢ gagged, gagged, by jingo!!”
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senseless Bridge Street Gang to hunt down. Left
to themselves, they speedily disappear.

Mr. Cobbett occasionally attended the Wiltshire
county meetings. In 1815, I called upon him, in
Salisbury, while attending one of these meetings,
to remonstrate against the admission of articles in
his Political Register, which were offensive to
religious feeling; and, I hope, he felt the propriety
of my remarks. Towards parting, [ expressed,
vehemently, my abhorrence of the cruel treatment
he had received (fine and imprisonment) because of
a mere exclamation of feeling for British soldiers,
Jashed under the guard of German hirelings. Mr.
Cobbett felt the sincerity of my declared abhorrence,
and most warmly did he advance to shake me by the
hand. It is well known, that men of the first
rank once coveted the company of Mr. Cobbett ;
and men of the first-rate respectability, intimately
acquainted with him, have told me that they never
knew a more pleasant man, nor a better father of a
family. A strong sense of the corruption of go-
vernment, great knowledge of the selfishness and
sycophancy of mankind, and dear-bought expe-
rience, from persecution, have tended, perhaps, to
harden his feelings, to render him regardless of
ordinary rules of conduct, and to make him vain
of himself;—nor is his right to be vain small He
is a remarkable character; and his name will be as
lasting as English history: if not as a great man,
at least, as a curiosity.

Since coming from America, [ have never seen
Mr. Cobbett. On the 7th of October last; I passed
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through Kensington, and having just before read
CoBBerT’s Corrace Ecoxomy, No. 3, in
which he announced his intention to write upon the
%s ].’t(’/u'nlg r:f cun‘s,” I called upon Mr. Cobbett to
converse on this subject; but, being unwell, he
could not see me; and I left a note, saying that I
should call again, which I shall do, to present to
him my plan of con-keeping, for comparison with
his, which 1 have not yet seen. On my note, left
at Mr. Cobbett’s, I wrote the word, “ private,” for
this reason, that my merely calling on him, if
publicly known before explanation was given,
would tend to my hurt; and ten days ago I had a
striking proof of the need for such caution. A
person wishing to have cause of quarrel, thus
accosted me: < You are a friend of Cobbett and
Benbow : I was told about a week ago that you
were i the habit of frequenting Benbow’s shop,
and sitting down there to read Cobbett’s writings.”
Now it was a truth, that in the month of June,
1820, on coming up to London, I did call at Ben-

bow’s shop, where Cobbett’s Register was sold,

and asked for the file that I might glance over the
heads of subjects treated of, to ascertain whether
Mr. Cobbett had taken notice of my statement of
the 3d of January, a copy of which had been de-
livered to him, as well as to the editors of the
Courier, Times, and Morning Chronicle, the files
of all of which I examined with the same view.

As to Benbow I should not know him if now be-

tore me. The curious fact is, that I had been dogged

1

0y some busy-body or spy, and that this very wor-
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thy character had, after sixteen months possession
of his secret, taken advantage of it for a malicious
purpose. He quite succeeded: the person to whom
the information was conveyed, worked himself into
a passion with the thought of my assoeciating
with Benbow ; and lLe may call upon the busy-
body to assist him out of his passion before I take
further trouble about the matter.

About a month after I landed in England, from
Quebee, a Glasgow ministerial newspaper, (the
Herald) which was regularly received by my mo-
ther at Craigrothie, contained an article copied
from a New York paper, which had been copied
from one of Albany, published by Messrs. Web-
ster and Skinner, stating that I had called on Mr.
Cobbett, and that I had found him so and so :
which was not correct. Having occasion last year
to write to Messrs. Webster and Skinner, in Al-
bany, I mentioned the circumstance; and, in a
letter from these gentlemen, dated 5th February,
1821, they say, ¢ It never entered our thoughts
that a little gossip article in the Albany Gazette,
should have been seen across the water, or in the
least affected our worthy friend Mr. G.;” now it
did affect me. Messrs. W. and S. meant me no in-
jury ; but, probably, the Glasgo v newsmonger did.
Just about the same time, the Edinburgh Courant,
which my mother also received regularly, gave
publication to an article still more evidently in-
tended to injure my reputation; and you, Cana-
dians, will be best able to judge of it.. The Edin-
burgh Courant stated, that by a letter from their
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private correspondent, they had learned that * the
radicals of Upper Canada had been all quiet since
Gourlay had left that country.” Now, my Cana-
dian friends, you will remember that when I left
you, the term ¢ radical” was not even known in
Canada as an appellative; and till I landed at
Liverpool from Quebec, I never knew of its being
used to distinguish a political partisan. I am
quite a radical: but I am one of my own sort;
and up to this day, am not connected with a single
individual in Great Britain in any political party.
I am known both in England and Scotland, be-
cause of my peculiar opinions, and these opinions
are by many misunderstood. In the foregoing
pages you have had an opportunity of observing
some of them; and you may there see that my
efforts to maintain these opinions have been sin-
gular—have been such as I am proud of. Noin-
dividual can produce more creditable testimonials
of consistency and perseverance, in so good a cause,
as that to which I have been devoted nearly’ for
twenty-one years; and if I live twenty-one years
more, I shall not desert it. In the year 1808,
I was first driven—most cruelly driven, to defend
my prineiples in politics. I then declared in print
that I “ would be happy to make it appear, thai
an individual may act independent of party*;”
and most assuredly up to this time I have stuck to
my text. Since 1808 I have written and pub-

Letter to the Earl of Kellie, page 10.
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lished more than a dozen of pamphlets ; and many
dozens of newspaper articles, all dated and signed
with my name, making together a complete and
authentic history of my opinions and econduct
since; and on these I shall rejoice to be Sawrly
tried, either east or west of the Atlantic. With
regard to the radicals of Upper Canada being “ all
quiet,” it is with special satisfaction that I bid you
call to mind, how very quiet and orderly I was,
from first to last. You will remember that brutish
magistrates, madmen, and creatures in the pay of
government, endeavoured, by insult and otherwise,
to lead me into brawls: you will remember that
I was twice actually attacked by armed ruffians
countenanced by magistrates; and while I had not
the least means of defending myself: you will
remember that I kept my temper in every case,
and that at all your meetings I enjoined order and
peace. And, a-propos of your convention; how
did I behave there? The young man who forgot
himself on that occasion has repeatedly met me
since then ; and the instant that it was told to me
that he was sorry for what had happened, and
that moment I de-

wished to be friendly with me;
clared myself willing to take him by the hand;
and we did shake hands. The greatest enemy I
ever had on earth, I would shake hands with and
forgive in the same way ; even William Dickson,
whose couduct to me was diabolical. T never yet
met with a perfect man: I am any thing but per-
fect myself; and shall never be backward in
making allowances for human frailty. As to the

@

)
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young man alluded to, I never was so much as
angry with him. I believed that he was blinded
and set on by the villains of Little York ; and 1
was only vexed with the convention for suffering
the annoyance. The very first day of meeting, the
convention should have taken the young man to
task, and the second, should have proceeded to the
extremity.. When they neglected this and suffered
one annoyance to succeed another, where all should
have been submission and solemnity, I gave up hope
of my intended measures, and was glad to wind up
matters in the best way 1 could. I saw that your
representatives in convention, though as good 2
the country could afford and perfectly loyal, wete
fit for nothing. I saw that I  could not make a
silk purse out of a sow's ear.” But for being
bound to appear at your assizes, under a penalty of
£1,500, in case of absence, and but for clearing
my honour from false and infamous charges, laid
against me by that poor creature your Attorney
General, I should have turned my back on your
convention the very second day of its sitting
and left it to get out of the mud of Little York by
its own shifts. I, to the last, kept my humotr
among you ; never was severe from any low per
sonal feeling; and, even when driven to delirium
with disgust and cruel treatment, laughed at the
miserable scoundrels, who, alike ignorant of the
laws of their country and hard-hearted, threw me
into jail, for not leaving the province!!!

The influence which 1 gained in Upper Canada,
by two months writing in your newspapers is alto-
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gether unparallelled. The organization w hich, 1
formed was perfect. The meetings' and conven-
tion were not only legal, but praise-worthy ; afnd
when all is' looked back wupon some years hence;
the poor creatures who lent aid ' to ;your: (xovernor
to scandalize and suppress such meetings, will he
glad to ‘crawl into the earth, out of the view.of
contempt. Meetings by Deputy get quit of mob-
bing. They:characterize human from brute action.
They are the genuine means, by which knowledge
can be concentrated, union obtained, and lasting
peace established. They are the means which must
naturally occur to every well-ordered mind.~dn
the winter of 1814—15, I circulated a paper all ovet
Great Britain, to lead on the farmers to choose
Deputies, and hold conventions in London and
Edinburgh, with a view of getting something subs
stituted in the place ‘of the  Corn Bill, then  pre-
posed, as a palliative against approaching distress.
The farmers were heedless of my call; but’it i1s'no
small boast for me to have my paper still to pro-
duce, ‘as.evidence of my good endeaveurs for their
salvation. [ad they met in Convention, I should
have proposed to thave petitioned ‘Parliament for a
law to make rents payableé according o the average
price of wheat, to remove from industry the load
of taxation, and fix it,on rents and interest, and,
also, that an ad valorem duty should be imposed on
imported corn, gradually to be withdrawn, to in-
troduce, at last, free trade. “This would-have kept
every thing in its proper place ; and for ruin, we
should, jat this moment, have had prosperity. This

P
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would have saved to the farming interest of Britain
at-least one hundred millions of pounds sterling,
The farmers were regardless, and they are ruined, or
nearly so. With good conduct on the part of your
Convention, I could have carried my points also for
you; and, at this moment, not only should your
losses, sustained in war, have been reimbursed¥*, but

¥ On the 26th of June, 1821, Mr. Ellice rose in the House of
Commons, when I was present, and made eertain statements, with
regard to Canadian claims; but nothing decisive was done. Mr.
Tlice said, that 2884 claims had been put in, amounting, in the
aggregate, to £400,000, of which 600 had been rejected, whose
amount was 171,000, and that there were allowed 229,000,
In page 406 of vol. IL. 1 have still set down Canadian claims
at nearly £400,000, and protest against the above deduction.
M-r. Ellice observed, that “supplies furnished to the troops, should
be considered as a valid debt.” The Chancellor of the Exchequer
said, * that such claims as were authenticated, should be satisfied.”
Now, I wish to apprise Mr. Ellice, or any other Member of Par-
liament, who may take part in the consideration of Canadian af-
fairs, the emsuing Session, that, fundamentally, there was irre-
gularity in ascertaining the validity of claims for losses sustained
by the people of Upper Canada during the war. 1f Mr. Ellice had
a claim against Government, or any other party, he would. not, I
présume, relinquish that claim upon the ipse dizit of a person or
persons; appointed, without his consent, to examine into the vali-
dity of his claim. He would have a right to appeal to an open
court of justice ; and the validity of the Canadian claims should
have been ascertained by jury trials, immediately after the war.
1 say this on behalf of the poor people of Canada, who have been
gulled and trifled with now for six years. On the part of the peo-
ple of England T say, that not one penny should be paid out of
their taxes, to make good losses sustained by Canadians in war
while it is @ fact, that, with management, these losses can be paid
out of the sale of wild lands in Upper Canada, Let Mr. Ellice,
anqd others, mark this.
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Upper Canada might have been (as I said the 2d of
April, 1818, vol. IL. page 587) ¢ the most flou-
rishing and secure spot on the habitable globe.”
Below I shall copy in my scheme for organizing
British farmers ; and you will find that it proceeds
on the samé principle as that which I resorted to in
Upper Canada, for your organization, which was
at once legal and effectual, had it been duly fol-

lowed up¥*.

*INSTITUTION
For the Benefit and Protection of the Farming Interest.

The progress of society, and the pecaliar emergency of the times,
conspire to render proper and necessary, union and effort among
the cultivators of Britain, for their important common interests.

With this view it is proposed; that they arrange themselves
throughout, with such order and regularity as may create respect,
and secure permanent co-operation.

It is: proposed, that every market town, where ten individuals
shall embody themselves and remain steadily to conform . to the
general arrangement, shall be considered a- distriet, within which
cértain transactions may be matured;, and others have commence-
ment.

It is proposed, that the following towns shall be the heads of
respective provincial diyisions, where representatives from districts,
viz. one-for every ten members, shall meet quarterly for dispatch

of business:

Exeter, Gloucester, Newark on Trent, Kelso,
Saulisbury, Carnarvon, - York, Dumfiies,
Guildford, Shrewsbury, Manchester, Perth,
Bugy St. Edmunds, Northamplon, Apple by, Renfrew,
Inverness.

It is proposed, that these provincial meetings shall choose re-

presentatives, one for every ten of their numbers, to meet once a
vear at London and Edinburgh. Those from the first eleven, at

p 2
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Canadians! the Christian religion enjoins “ cha-
rity above all things;” and says, that * with faith

the former, and those from the 'six others, at the latter place,—to
communicate with each other when necessary; and wpon: extra-
ordinary oceasions to coalesce, by means of commissioners for-
mally appointed and qualified.

It is.deemed needless to dilate on the vast consequence of such
an association ; benevolence, patriotism, property, right, indepen-
dence—all are in view.

No class of men has been, or ever can be, more loyal or useful
than the cultivators of this island. No class employs such a
weight of capital, or such a multitude of productive labourers.
No class of men can boast a higher character for integrity, or
claim a stronger right to independence; yetno class enjoys so
little political privilege, or has so ‘'weak a voice among the public
interests of the empire,

The causes are obvious';<—their scattered residence, and a re-
liance on’gredt landlords. ‘Systematic arfangement may overcome
the first: experience should dissipatethe second.

The ‘interest of the great landlord has ever been too remote for
delicate feeling ; hence he suffered the Work Horse Tax, the Sugar
Distillation, and the Farmers’ Income Tax, of all impositions the
most unfair and degrading. The great landlord, having his family
portioned from the spoils of war and taxation, could sport with
the immediate interests of ‘his tenants, the fee of ‘his esiate, and
the real welfare of the nation. 'Blessed, indeed, shall be our’pre:

sent necessities, 'if they rout 'from ts strong hold the last cohortiof
feudal power. g

Till cultivators have eombined their genuine strength, itis e-
commended not to commit themselves by signing petitions. In
the present dilemma, which involves and threatens their dearest
interests,-and with these, the prosperity of DBritain, the utmost
caution is requisite. Partial efforts will produce nothing but
discrepancy, weakness, and defeat. “Wisdom must first ‘gather
from the multitude ‘of ‘counsellors, and “then go forth in -the
strength of unity.
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we may remove mountains.” I could have done all
I promised among you, had your faith and charity
been sufficient ; but there was lack of both : there
was neither faith nor charity to be depended upon
in. Upper Canada,
Deeember 11th, 1821,

Since the above was written and set in type, 1
have had the curiosity to purchase and peruse
CoBBExr’s Corrace (Economy, Nos. 4 and
5; and the subjects there spoken of are so inti-
mately connected with what is my chief aim, that
I cannot forbear enlarging on the character, con-
duct, and sentiments of the writer. Although,

It is proposed, that a meeting be held as soon as possible, at the
Crown anp ANchor, StranD, Lonpox, to give the first form and
impetus to this scheme; to consist of those whose principal busi-
ness 1s farming ; who do not occupy less than to the value of
£100 per annum; and who do not let off more than one-third
in proportion to what they occupy.

This limitalion will ensure respectability and freedom. It will
distinguish the Farming from the Landed Interest.. 'The former
willaim atimmediate advantage ; the latter can have no just ground
of jealousy ; for every gain will be its inheritance, and the nation’s
aggrandizement.

Individuals desirous to promote this Association, may enter
their names in a book, now lying at the bar of the above tavern,
personally, or by means of their friends in town. And it is
hoped, - that a respectdble number, sufficiently zealous to take the
lead in trouble, will get together immediately, so as to fix and

advertise the first day of General Meeting.

RGFDWFOPF.

Wihich, being interpreted, means Robert Gourlay, Farmer, Dept-
ford, Wills, SJormerly of Pratis, Fifeshire.
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I admire Mr. Cobbett in many things,” 1, as
assuredly, in many things condemn him., Many
people dislike Mr. Cobbett, because of his coarse
and ‘cutting language, and because of his person-
alities ; but in these respects, as long as he con-
fines himself to public men and public affairs, he
has acquittal from me. No language can be too
severe, coarse, or even vulgar, which presents to
us a true picture of vice: no language can excite
too much disgust in our minds of wicked minis-
ters: no language can be too cutting, when used
against tyranny. Tyranny makes use of bayonets;
why then should its enemies be restricted in' the
use of words? What words could sufficiently
characterize the late transactions against the Queen?
The dictionary does not afford any commen
surate with the deserts of the mean, Afilthy,
persecuting, and remorseless conduct of ministers
on that occasion. In the former part of this Gene-
ral Introduction, printed more than a year ago I
have given way to feelings excited by this horrible
conduct, and you will find me throughout my work
repeatedly giving vent to such feelings.  What
were they on the last occasion, when the poor per-
secuted Queen, who arrived in London to claim a
fair trial, the same day that I did, benton a similar
errand !—what were my feelings, when this poor
persecuted woman hegame heart-broken, and ex-
pired, worn out with never-ending insult ! Good
Heavens! and when wrath was not satisfied even
then ; but would go on to insult her earthly re-
mains ;—when the supplications of the people of
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this proud metropolis, to have the funeral proceed
by the best and nearest road, were disregarded, that
the body might be dragged through narrow, dirty,
and round-about ways!!

[t is peculiarly essential for you, Canadians, to
reflect upon these things, and to mark the iniqui-
ties of arbitrary power. It was the fell spirit of
arbitrary power which for seven years of war denied
to America the most palpable of rights—the right
of the people to tax themselves:—it was this fell
spirit. which split off a noble limb from the British
empire, while some of you, silly Canadians, lent
aid to despotism; and it is the same obstinate, un-
blushing, and demoniac spirit which, till this day,
holds Canada in a state of corruption, weakness,
and woe. The conduct of the English ministry,
towards the Queen, has placed in the strongestlight
the ruthless madness of men in power; and I trust
it will in times to come steel us, in the formation
of governments, against putting the slightest trust
in any one. Forlong I was anxious to belicve
that one at least among our ministers would, in the
end, give in to a charitable course. While it was
possible, 1 hoped that Lord Liverpool would
escape from among the band of assassins; but'l
was sadly mistaken. It fell to the lot of this very
man to consummate iniquity—to evince the most
hardened, most wanton, and most unchristian con-
duct of all.

No, my good Canadians, words cannot be too
keen, or coarse, or vulgar, or vile, t0 mark the ac-
tions of men holding arbitrary sway. And pity it
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is that impressions,made by them are but too vola
tile:

Gebbett’s defence of: the Queen, was excellent.
Hm expressions of disgust with her treatment; ;his
strictures on the conduct of ber advisers, and the
speeches of her lawyers; his contempt for, the co-
ronation scenes, which succeeded ;  his singular
mode of public mourning; and his minute deserip-
tion of the last scene of all, the funeral procession
to. Hanover, are valuable records; and mark the
man of keen feeling, just observation, lively; de-
scription, and strong reasoning powers; It is im-
possible to deny all this to Cobbett: and our chief
look-out should be to guard against him as a man
of power; for power he has over a multitude in
this country—a multitude too apt to be led astray;
and which it is possible may yet have the guidance
of our destinies.

In this book I have used harsh words; .and some-
times. contemptuous ones; but I have uniformly
been ruled by. principle in the choice of. these:
You would observe above, that I spoke of the men
who. could fabricate your .sedition, law, and en-
slaye you as a nation, by depriving you  of the
power. of meeting by deputy, as brufes. . You
would observe that I guarded the second, applica-
tion of that word (page xvii), by saying that L re-
peated it, “ with all due sense of delicacy and de-
corum;” I did so : I looked not to the men with
unchristian rancour ; 1 looked to their deeds which
it was duty wtlonfrl_y to pourtray, for the sake of
good; and I had Secripture authority for my lans
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guage. Nebuchadnezzar, who spent his time in
feasting, while the children of Israel, under his cruel
béndage, dropt ‘their unavailing teirs in Babel’s
stream, was not only mentally a brute, but by the
figurative language of the sacred historian, he is
actually represented to us as one bodily, that a due
sense of his wicked deeds may be more strongly
impressed on our imagination and memory : and in
the same way,. Jesus Christ called Herod, the pro-
vincial Governor, a Fox. You will . remember
when that poor weak man, Captain Stuart of
Ambherstburgh, attacked me in jail, for speaking of
your. Lieutenant-Governor as a “ babe,” (meaning
thereby an innocent weakling), how I referred
to this Scripture authority ; and my reasoning upon
that occasion, may here be fitly extracted from the
Niagara Spectator of July 8, 1819.

“ When Mr. Stuart would blind us with making it ap-
pear, that a provincial Governor has the special counte-
nance of God, and would abash the freedom of speech to-
wards him, he forgets what language was used by Jesus
Christ towards Herod, a more powerful Goyernor than
Sir Peregrine Maitland. When told to depart out of the
country, lést Herod should kill him, * Go ye,” said he,
“‘and tellthat fox, behold, I cast out devils, and 1 do
cures to-day, and to-merrow, and the third day I shall be
perfected.” (Luke, Chap. 13.) 1In this speech Herod is
likened fo ‘a brute, noted for being cruel, cumning, and
thievish:—a brute, which prowls about, under the cloud of
night, to break into sheep-folds, and commit depredations
on the property of man, evento his very threshold. How
;ulnlh‘uhly does the similitude apply to the ;_;cuf'ml disposi-
tions and habits of provincial Governors, who, in all ages,
have proved the most deceitful, cruel, and rapacious ty-
1
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rants ! This speech could not be the ebullition of passion;
neither will Mr. Stuart dare to pronounce it as l)rouee(ling
from *‘ the tongue of insolence.” It isa speech made and
handed down to us for edification and example; and when
provincial® Governors give way to wicked imaginations;
when they cunningly darken counsel, and bind on mere
firm the mask of iniquity ;—when they threaten the inno-
cent, and abuse discretion; such example should be fol-
lowed as a Christian daty, and nothing should daunt us in

the performance : neither imprisonment, nor death.”

Not only the bitterest words, but the most di-
rect and pointed personalities, are justifiable in the
exposure of public crime. I once said, that “re-
form should be the people’s watch-word, and per
sonality, their creed :” and I was perfectly correct.
Meddling with the private affairs of our fellow-
men, and wantonly injuring feeling, is detestable:
pointing to public delinquency, and exposing its
aiders and abettors, is quite the reverse,—is the
most sacred duty ; and while we only do this, and
adhere to good principle, we shall never be weighed
and found wanting. Mr. Cobbett, I conceive, has
sinned in both these respects. In his attack upon
my friend, Mr. Birkbeck, he departs from matters
of public interest, and throws out insinuations
on a subject, with which the public had no cou-
cern; nay, while he could not give proof that his
insinuations rested on truth, he resorted to italics
to inflame scandal. Can Mr. ‘Cobbett answer this?
—1 call him to answer it in behalf of my friend,

5000 miles removed. Some one, last summer, sent
to the Morning Chronicle, an extract from a letter
of Mr. Birkbeck, saying ¢ that Mr, Cobbett 1§

&
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known to be wholly indifferent to truth.” Mr. Cob-
bett was offended with this, and in his Register of
July 7, 1821, addressed a letter to Mr. Birkbeck,
and asked, ¢ by what rule known among men, are
you justified in imputing to me an attack upon
you ? What do you call an attack ?” I answer for
my friend, if ever there was an * attack,” Mr. Cob-
bett’s letters to Mr. Birkbeck, dated the 10th and
15th of December, 1818, are of that chardcter;
and Mr. Cobbett himself will not say, that if such
letters had been’ addressed to' him in “Mr. Birk-
beck’s situation, he would not have felt sore. No
man could be addressed ¢ Dear Sir,” and “My
Dear Sir,” as Mr. Birkbeck is addressed in these
letters; and not feel that insult was added to in-
jury. It is of no use to dwell upon contradictory as-
sertions, as to the produce and profit of land, build-
ing expences, and the like, while a distance of
5000 miles lies between the disputants, and years
must be wasted to come at precise facts; but 1
would throw down Mr. Cobbett’s letters to M.
Birkbeck, before any dozen honest men, and call
upon them to say, if, upon the face of these, there
is ‘not proof of their being unfriendly and unfair,
while, for myself, I would maintain that they were
scandalous. I say this, writing within six miles of
Mr. Cobbett, from calm conviction; and 1 say it
in behalf of my much injured friend. Mr. Cobbett
has been often accused of inconsistency, and never
did he afford better proof of it, than in his letters
to Mr. Birkbeck. These letters not only con-
tain contradictions, but clearly show that the
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writer s unfriendly and unfair to him to whom
they are addressed.. In the letter, dated the 4th of
Jul}', 1821, it is said, ¢ the attack was not written
to be circulated in Europe, so that you might haye
no chance of answering, till it had produced. its
effects. It was written in America.” It was almost
wmstantly published at New Y ork, and I remained.in
Long Island for nearly a twelvemonth afterwards.”
Now, what is this to the purpose in the way of
apology ; or, rather, how completely does it militate
against Mr. Cobbett ? The * attack,” at least the
first letter to Mr. Birkbeck, was dispatched as soon
as written to England. as we find from the second
letter, which commences with these words. ¢ being,
when Iwrote my first letter to you, in great hasteto
conclude, in order that my son William might take
itto England.””  Now that letter, which in a preface
Mr. Cobbett says, was * intended principally for
the perusal of Englishmen,” could not be replied to
in England, by Mr. Birkbeck, for many months
after its publication here. His reply was not, in-
deed, published in London,, till the latter. end of
1819, and about a year after the date of Mr. Cob-
bett’s: attack, by which time much Injury was
done to the reputation of Mr. Birkbeck in England,
where, chiefly, it was umportant for him, that his
reputation should be sustained. How. then, after
setting forth, that the letter was intended princi-
pally for the perusal of Englishmen ; and that_he
was ‘* in great haste to conclude, in order thathis
son William might take it to England,” could Mr.

Cebbett tell us, that « it was not written for circu-
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lation in Europe,” or pretend, that Mr. Birkbeck
had ‘a fair chance of answering it. O, fie! Mr.
Cobbett; you never, in so little a space, aud for
so little an object, betrayed yourself so palpably. But

of 'all things, how very ridiculous is your saying to

Mr. Birkbeck, in your letter to him of the 4th of

July, 1821, “1 never would have given such an
affront ‘to general opinion.* ’ Mercy on. us! who
ever affronted general opinion so much as NMr.
Cobbett! Go, Cobbett, and sin no more; go, and
be true to the great cause of reform, by rigidly ad-
hering to truth: go, and be charitable ; and 1 shall
still < admire you in many things.” Having said
this, I shall leave my excellent friend Mr. Birk-
beck to ‘be honourably acquitted, at least, by every
reader of this book.

Mr. Cobbett’s letters to Mr. Birkbeck were not
only injurious to him, but ito thousands. These
letters, and *¢ Fearon’s falsehoods,”’ to use the
words of Mr. Cobbett, were instrumental in stems
ming the tide of emigration, which was beginning
to flow from Britain to America, and which would
have been highly beneficial, :at once to ‘the emi-
grants and the world at large. There is a prevail-
ing vulgar and narrow-minded notion, that emigra-
tion from ‘this country’is hurtful to it: but there
cannot be a greater mistake. Emigration never
can take place but from pressure, and the sooner
that:such pressure operates in throwing off redun-
dant population, or in relieving distress, .so much

# See Cobbett’s Register, July 7th, 1821, Vol. 39, -Page 999.
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without any ¢ long arm,” § could blow up the
svstem merely with the aid of nineteen ftrusty
t;ilm'r-. [ meant to shew that 1 could do thisiby
dispatching my trusty ‘tailors, provided ‘with a
dozen phosphoric matches each, to nineteen of the
largest towns in the United Kingdom, while Ire-
mu.i!iew‘l in London, with a sufficiency of ammuni-
tion; and, that, by all hands using due diligence
in and out of the metropolis, half the real property
of the nation could be consumed in a single night,
vhile paper-money would fall to no'price: nordo 1
see, barring principle, and could nineteen Trusly
tailors be got, ‘what difficulty there would bein
executing such a scheme—a scheme sufficiently
modest to be set beside that of Mr., Cobbett ; sim-
pler in execution, -and much more certain of prov-
ing effectual. ‘Such schemes, so long as they can
be laughed at, or are fabricated only to outmatch
extravagance, do very ‘well; but when we find
that the world contains wretches sufficiently weak
to be urged on to such plots as that of Cato
Street, others so wicked as to lead such wretches
on, with the knowledge of ministers of state, and
Mr. Cobbett, asking his son, if Ings, the assassin,
was “an immoral and impious man,” ( Cobbett’s Re-
gister, May 6, 1820), there is enough to make us
be cautious with sporting even unprincipled pro-
posals.

Mr. Cobbett, in his second letter to Mr. Birk-
beck, says, ¢ T am happy to tell you that Ellen-
borough and ‘Gibbs have retired! Tl health is the
pretence. 1 never yet knew -ill health induce
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such fellows to loosen their grasp of the public
purse. But be itso: then I felt pleasure on that
account. To all the other pangs of body and
mind, let them add that of knowing that William
Cobbett, whom they thought they had put down
for ever, if not killed, lives to rejoice at their
pains and their death, to trample on their graves,
and hand down their names for the just judgment
of posterity. What! Are these feelings nrong?
Are they sinful? What defence have we, then,
against tyranny?

¢ If the oppressor be not to experience the re-
sentment of the oppressed, let us, at once, ac-
knowledge the divine right of tyranny; for what
has tyranny else to fear? = Who has it to fear but
those whom it has injured? It is the aggregate
of individual injury that makes up national injury:
it is the aggregate of individual resentment that
makes up national resentment. National resent-
ment is absolutely necessary to the producing of
redress for oppression ; and therefore, to say that
individual resentment is wrong, is to say, that
there ought to be no redress for oppression : ‘it is,
in short, to pass a sentence of never-ending slavery
on all mankind *.”

Mr. Cobbett is here serious. He thinks  that
“ these feelings” are neither wrong nor sinful; be-
cause they defend us from tyranny. @ I think them
wrong and sinful, independent of .every consideras

*. See Clobbett’s Year’s Residence in America.
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tion; and I think we have defence against
tyranny, independent of “ these feelings.” The
best defence against tyranny is a strict adherence
to Christian morality; and when that becomes
general, tyranny must fall ' without a stroke or a
struggle.

Mr. Cohbett looks back to what has been and
what is. 1 would look forward, and put trust in
peaceful change, ‘to 'be expected from 'increasing
knowledge.

I would not only appeal to acknowledged prin-
ciples of morality, but would point to practice, as
it has been successful, on several occasions, with
various religious: sects.. The Quakers, it is well
known, made good points of high importance by
non-resistance.  They endured, till government it-
self had to give up persecution—had to set aside
some of its sternest laws for their accommodation;
and it is a fact, that this same sect never had their
early settlements in Pennsylvania disturbed by the
Indians, merely from their adherence to peaceful
maxims. Here, then, we discover that Mr. Cob-
bett’s premises are groundless: we discover that
we have defence against tyranny, without giving
way to feelings which make us shudder, even be-
fore they are tested by argument. Yes, to réfoice
in the pains and the death of fellow creatures, and
to trample with pleasure on their graves, is abhor-
rent to all that is good—is, most assuredly, sinful.
Although « it is the aggregate of individual injury
that makes up national injury,” and although it
is the aggregate of individual resentment that
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makes up rationdl resentment,” it does not follow,
that an individual may indulge in teséntmeirt withe
out sin, Resentment is stnful of itself, whether
nurtured in the heart of one or of a thousand ;=
whether indulged by an individual or a nation.
If individuals would cease to foster tesentmeiit,
national resentment would of couirse cease ; bit
when we think of the variety of tempers,
and the innumerable causes 'whith affect these
tempers;, we cannot expect that this will be'the
otder of improverient. National w tesertnierts
must first be subdued, and many geherations
will not pass away before 'this 15’ accomphished.
Séotchnren and Englishmen were' trationally ifive:
terate foes within these last two hundred years.
They are now friends. ' Within ' the' last hundred
years, every Highland ¢lah kept aliveé resevtniérite
againgt other clans, and lost d6 Gpportitnity of
gratifyitng malice and révenge.’ Now, farhily re-
sentments have ceased, and, so far, thete is dinii-
nution of vice and misery. Reasoning from and-
logy, it is fair to suppose that natiomal resentments
may, by and by, cease within a wider and wider
¢ireuit.” The spread of knowlédge must effect
this. Knowledge hias rapidly increased and spread
since the inventionw of printing; and there 1§ not
the slightest doubt that it will go on to increase
and spread, $0 that we may safely infer that, at fio
distant day, national resentménts will be extinct,
and that aniversal benevolenice will be substituted
for the narrower principle of patriotism. Were
national resentmernts extinét, innumerablé causes

q 2
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of individual resentment would die away ; while
peace and happiness would proceed with less and
less interruption and alloy. I should be glad if
Mr. Cobbett would peruse this simple train of
reasoning with a serious mind: acknowledge his
error, and publicly make atonement for an outrage
on truth and. decency :—that he would cease to
disgust those who might otherwise be inclined to
“ admire him in many things.”

Sir James Mackintosh has said, in his Fin-
dicie Gallice, *“ No important political im-
provement was ever obtained in a period  of
tranquillity. The corrupt interest of the Gover-
nors is so strong, and the cry of the people so
feeble, that it were vain to expect it. If the effer-
vescence of the popular mind is suffered to pass
away without effect, it would be absurd to expect
from languor what enthusiasm has not obtained.
If radical reform is not at such a moment procured,
all partial changes are evaded and defeated in the
tranquillity which succeeds;” and again, ¢ What-
ever excellence, whatever freedom is discoverable
in governments, has been infused into them by
the: shock of a' revolution, and their subsequent
progress has only been the progress of abuse. It
1s hence that the most enlightened politicians
have. recognised the necessity of frequently recall-
ing governments to their first principles.”

He afterwards says, that ¢ all the governments
that now exist in the world, except the United
States of America, have been fortuitously formed.”
Here are undeniable truths and sentiments very
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clearly expressed; but, nevertheless, let' us pause
and reflect. The moment that any one admits
that nothing but force can bring aboutrevolution,and
that nothing but the shock of a revolution can pro-
cure ‘excellence or freedom in government, that
moment he resigns the hope which our religion in-
spires ; and that moment, the man who can sto-
mach the principles of a professional soldier, has
free range. = Did I give up that hope, and could 1
sell my free will, and my chiefest honour—could
I submit to go forth and kill, I shall forbear to say
murder, at the nod of a superior, T would at once
subscribe to Mr. Cobbett’s record of his wrath
against Ellenborough and Gibbs. 1 would scruple
not to sow forged. notes, nay, my highest ambition
should be to give command, and set ‘example, to
my troop of -trusty tailors.  Rather would 1 be an
active devil than:a passive agent of death. 1
shall not, with Sir James Mackintosh, yet think
it ¢ wvain” to expect: ** important political im-
provement in a period of ‘tranquillity.” If there
is ¢ languor’’ on 'the part: of Sir'James,  there
ghall yet-be ¢ enthustasw’’ on mine; and even
next :session; I 'shall hope for the ‘ radical re-
form”: of Upper Canada. ~ Sir'James did not
¢ pledge himself” to move for it last session ; but
the third session is at hand, since T left myself
pledged to do my utmost in the cause ; and I shall
not yet despair, even with my < feeble cry,” that
¢¢;the most enlightened of politicians will recognise
the necessity of recalling our colonial governments
to their first principles.” = By and by I shall have
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occasion: to remark on the practice as well gs
theory of bir James: but let me now proceed with
Mz, Cabbett.

In. the spring of 1815, Mr. Cobbett published
m; his Register that, though he and 581 indiyi
duals, had required of the Sheriff of Hampshire,
ta call a county meeting, the requisition was not
complied with ; for which reason Mr. Cobhett an-
nounced, that a meeting should be held for public
business, at Botley, where he resided, on the 25th
March, 1815. Curious to know what would be
done at Mr, Cobbett’s meeting, and willing to.ads
vise as to the effectual course for the people te
pursue, I wrote to Mr. Cobbett, and dispatched a
servant with my letter to Botley, forty miles diss
tant. I wrote to Mr. Cobbett that, << I believed,
without systematic petilioning, all expectation of
good would be nugatory ; but, with whick, 1 sin-
cerely believed, all good might he obtained. I
said that I should have every parish registered, with
the number of its inhabitants—each parish ranged
in its proper hundred, and each hundred in its pro-
PCE county ; and when petitioning was on foot,
every .name should appear in its proper place,
alphabgtically arranged ; and. that in this form very
little expence would exhibit the whole in. pring,”
&c.—My servant, on  his return, told me that he
saw nothing like a public meeting at Botley ; but
be brought me a very polite and even flattering
letter- from  Mr. Cobbett ; fiom which, as it eon:
cerns public business, I may here give an extract:
“ Aftter tormenting myself for many years, in vain,
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I find it the wisest course to leave reformation to
the force of events. We are unable to urge along
the public mind. It must have its time; and if
the people do, in the end, and for ever, really
choose the present system, as the French people
chose that of Napoleon, why, we must acquiesce,
and let them have what they choose.—~Itis with
this sort of feeling that I look on your proposition
for petitioning : very good; very simple; very
fair; but demanding, toset it on foot, more time and
trouble than an individual like me can bestow. 1
really think, while I honour your zeal, your ta-
lents, and your motives, that you are taking more
trouble than you are, by any means, bound to
take under circumstances.~—I wish most sincerely
for the good of the country, and the stability of
the King’s throne; but I have grown less warm,
and less disposed to make sacrifices than I formerly
was.”” - Now, let me call to mind what Mr. Cob-
bett has done: since writing the above. In these
last  six years he has, certainly, not gromwn less
warm, and less disposed to make sacrifices than for-
merly @ he has: not left reformation to the foree
of events. - In these last six years Mr. Cobbett has
boasted of doing more for reform than any other
mar,’ and he has eertainly been truly active. ~Un-
fortunately he has not acted wisely. He and Lord
Cochrane got ‘up a great mob meeting, on Ports-
down hill, and got some thousands of the people
tosign their names to a petition in the course of
an hour or two, by means of tables set out in order,
with paper, pen, and ink, all regularly disposed.
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[ was /in the House of Commons when' 'the  peti-
tion. wae presented by Lord Cochrane, and wit-
nessed the contempt with which it was received;
nor-did it deserve any thing but contempt—a; peti-
tion signed by thousands, without any reference to
their places of abode, by which their identity could
be proved.—How pitiful !'!! - The: meeting at
Portsdown was to send up cheers to answer cheers
from the meeting at Spa-fields!! Could Mr. Cob-
bett countenance such proceedings withoutablush!!
—Mr. Cobbett also attended a convention of de-
puties, in'London, for purposes of reform. These
deputies were chosen. by irregular: rabbles, in'dif
ferent parts of the country, without order, or even
the appearance of it; and only Mr. Cobbett, Mr,
Hunt, and a few more, were privy to the organ-
ization of this general convention!!. I never heard
of it till it was over; and, surely, Mr. Cobbett
will not deny, that it was an absolute affront to
general opinion :” Mr. Cobbett has now announced
that he will meet two persons from each county,
next January, in London, and expects that this
will be called “ CosBETT's PARLIAMENT” | ! 1—
Let Mr. Cobbett only read the above extract from
his letter to me ; think upon his doings since, his
boastings, and his present ‘project, and blush.
For my part, the thought of all of it makes me
melancholy ; ‘and now, despairing of any 'good
from Mr. Cobbett, I shall give up my intention
of calling upon him at Kensington. If I had
hope, .1 would call upon him with pleasure; but
CoBBETT'S PARLIAMENT extinguishes - etery
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spark. In the 4th and 5th Numbers of Cobbett’s
Cottage (Economy, I have read some sensible re-
marks. I seldom peruse any thing of Mr. Cob.
bett’s without reaping some pleasure, if not: profit.
In one of these numbers I have reaped pain.. Mr.
Cobbett, like Franklin, grudges that Sunday
should be set apart from labour. He would, at
least, have cottagers employ that day in dressing
their gardens. I am no bigot.  Though I was, for
many years of my youth, brought up-under the
eye of a Presbyterian ' clergyman, / and  taught
strictly to keep the Sabbath-day holy, I am not
rigid in this respect. Ican see it employed as a
day of recreation under the Church of England,
or as a day of solemn devotion under the Kirk,
with equal regard. I am equally averse to connect
religion with levity and austerity : I would wish
to see men cheerfully religious every day of the
week : I would wish to see every day employed
for the glory of God; but Sunday, I would hold
especially sacred to the poor labourer.. I would,
on no account, allow him to dig his garden on that
day. An enemy to too much legislation; I would,
in this, be a pertinacious law-giver. If the poor
once habituate themselves to cultivate their gar-
dens on Sunday, most assuredly the rich will,in
course of time, have them labouring in the fields
on that day also ; and Sabbath and Saturday may
become alike devoted to toil.

It has been noted, page cxevii, that the General
Introduction was so far prepared for the press,

December 1820.  Two amendments, however,
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were made after the printing was resumed in Sep.
tember last. The reference made to my little traet,
of the TyraxxY oF Poonr Liaws, in the Morn:
ing Chronicle, induced me to produce’it, and from
reading Coeerr’s CorracE (EcoNnomy, No.§,
I came to be more decided as to limiting the ex-
tent of a cottage hold, to ‘a’ quarter instead of
half an acre, about which 1 was in suspense; [
make this acknowledgment, to induce Mr. Cobbett
to come out with all he thinks on the subject.
He evidently thinks that every man would be the
better of a garden; but he says nothing of the
means by which this good is to be obtained, I
would ask him if there is any chance of its being
obtained by any other peaceable means but that of
systematic petitioning - In locating ground for
cottage holds, I would not be pertinacious as to
having them all in a cluster to make: a village;
though that, with a common adjoining, would be
most desirable. - I would insist only on the meces
sity of having a liberty granted, that claims for
cottage allotments should be good to a certain ex-
tent.and proportion inevery parish throughout the
kingdom; and I am certain poor-laws cannot be
abelished without this. Dividing the kingdom into
10,000 parishes, the average extent of each would
be 5464 acres.  Parishes of this extent would then
have to furnish neat 95 acres, or 50, if a common
was allowed, and so, less or more, as the parish was
of greater or less extent., In Scotland, where
there are abundance of cottages and gardens,l
should not expect that many allotments would
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be demanded out of the public provision at the
high rate 1 have set upon the land: viz. £4. per
acre rent, and £120 purchase-money. The grand
point is to secure a sufficiency of free possessions,
that labourers may have the power of locomotion—
and the chance of independence from their in- :
dustry. \

Mr, Cobbett gave out that if he was elected |
member for Coventry, he would do every thing
for the country that was required; but why not
publish his scheme? let him be frank, and make
specific proposals, and I shall, if I like them,
endeavour to get a seat even in * Cobbetl’s parlia-

; ment,” to support him.

Having said this, I shall take leave of Mr.
Cobbett; to whom, indeed, too much of my
paper has been devoted. If, however, 1 have
cleared a friend from scandal ; if I have proved to
you, ‘Canadians, that though I have ¢ admired
Mr. Cobbett in many things,” I am not his humble
admirer in all things; and if I have, at the same
time, brought my readers to reflect on the monstrous
iniquity of my being imprisoned and ruined, merely
because of  a frank acknowledgment that I Znew
Mr. Cobbett,&ec. the paper may not be misused. To
prevent further rambling in a limited field, T shall
now lay out the remaining work of this General In-
troduction, under distinct heads, and confine myself
to as brief narration as possible. I shall speak of the
Poor-laws ; Correspondence with the Colonial De-
partment ; Publications on Canada; my Appeal;
my Pause ; my Scheme of Colonial Government:

make a few observations, and be done.




i

e

GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

POOR-LAWS.

The reform of the Poor-laws being a principal
object of this work, I shall here transcribe from
the Morning Chronicle, the debates on thatisub-
ject, during last Session, and shall follow these
with a few remarks of my own. A more impor
tant question never was before Parliament.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, May 8, 1821.

Mr. Scarlett said, he should state the grounds of the
bill which he intended to introduce to amend the poor-lays,
as shortly as possible. He was aware of the great magni-
tude of the subject. No subject, indeed, could call for
more deliberate consideration. . Any measure, on a subject
s0 important, was certainly deserying the snpportof a libe-
ral and enlightened Government, and he was not with-
out apprehension in bringing forward the present bill
without previous sanction or countenance of Ministers. If
be had thought that the measure, or any thing like it, would
bhave been brought forward under the sanction of Govern-
ment, he would not have obtruded it on the House. Theevil
was one of the most alarming kind ; an evil which Parlis-
ment would be anxious to remove, unless in remoying it
the country should be exposed to still greater danger.
The evil consisted in an unlimited provision for the poor:
the obvious remedy was to limit that provision. The first
measure, therefore, which he would wish o submit to the
House, was to declare a maximum - the vates of the last
year, though not the highest, were nearly so; and it was,
perhaps, the best period to select, because the nominal
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value of money had more mearly approached its real value
than in the preceding years. He would therefore pro-
pose to fix as a maximum the rates of the year ending the
25th March, 1821, and accordingly to declare it to be un-
lawful to pay any larger sum for poor’s-rate than was as-
sessed off the land for the year ending the 25th March,
1821.. The next question was, the propriety of en-
forcing a different system in administering relief. 1t
never was the intention of the Parliament, that passed the
statute of Elizabeth, to relieve persons who were able to
work, and who pl‘cﬁ:l‘l‘ud a life of idleness, The object
of the statute was to relieve those who by age and in-
firmities were unable to labour. « That wise and hu-
mane principle was departed from in modern times, and
incalculable mischief was the consequence. At the pre-
sent moment, persons who were married, and had large fa-
milies depending in some degree on parish relief, could not
be fairly deprived of that relief. Time should be allowed to
enable those persons to recover themselves; but the evil
had been carried to so great an extent, that persons marry-
ing, looked forward, as a matter of course, to have their
second child supported by the parish. He would be glad
to know, why such persons ought not to practise those in-
dustrious and economical habits which all other persons in
society were compelled to practise. It was for the pur-
pose of stopping the progress of this evil, that he proposed,
as the second part of the bill, that, after passing of the
bill, no parish officer or justice of the peace should be aun-
thorized to give relief to any person who, at the time
of passing of the act, should be unmarried, either for him-
self or for any member of his family, unless such person
should be afilicted with infirmity of body, or old age. The
poor and industrious man was now obliged to provide for the
idle, and the patural effect was; that he was inclined also
to become one of the idle class, whom he saw often better
provided for than himself. His third measure Was one,
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respecting which there wag likely to be a great difference
of opinion, though he had given it so much consideration,
be shaken
It was to repeal the laws, authorizing

that he did not think his own mind could
respecting ' it.
the removal of persons chargeable or likely to become
chargeable to a parish. (Hear!)  The present system oris
ginated with the 13th and 14th Charles 1I. the effectof
which' was to restrict the free circulation of labour, and
subjected the labounrer, ‘if he could not, from any tempo-
rary cause, find bread in the parish where he rvesided, fo
be removed to the parish where he was’born, or where his
father or grandfather was born, though, perhaps, there
was a certainty that he could not find employment there,
and that he must remain a pauper all the days of hislife.
A more oppressive law was not to be found in any ¢ode it
Europe. (Hear! hear!) Tt, in fact, made poverty a crime.
If a law was now proposed, specifically and avowedly
subjecting a man to be hanished from one place to another,
because he could not get enough to feed his family, from
the dearness of provision, the man would be deemed not
only mad, but inhaman, (Hear!) Yes, this, in reality, was
the law, as it existed under another name. (Fear!) This
law had been found so oppressive, that many aftenipts
had been made to modify it by exceptions—as, for instance,
when a man had been hired for a year in a parish, or rented
a tenement of £10., or paid parish rates, or served parish
offices. It was said by Dr. Burn, that there were mote
decisions on this Act, than on any law in the Statute Book.
The Doctor might have said—more litigation, (Hear!)
There was, probably, more litigation created by this law,
than by all the laws, from Magna Charta downwards. An
artificial, absard, and oppressive system had been created,
and it became half the business of society to execute it.
He (Mr. 8.), therefore, proposed to make a provisiof,
that it should not be lawful to remove any man from the
pavish in which he resided, on the grond of his being
1
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chargeable, or likely to become chargeable. He expected
that the manufacturing towns would object to this, as they
had done to the provision for making two years’ residence
a settlement. Under the present system, when there was
any cessation of employment in a manufactaring town,
the labourers were scattered all over England. Frdm
Manchester, for instance, he had seen loads sent to Lon-
don by the coach, and some even to the west of England.
The effect on that town was that the rates were less in
Manchester than in any agricultural parish in England,
&e. &e.

Lord Londonderry gave his thanks to the honourable
and learned gentleman, for bringing the subject before
Parliament; and hoped that, beeause he (Lord L.) now ab-
stained from giving a decided opinion, it would not be
thought that he wanted zeal on the subject. The House
would be better able to form a judgment, when the mea-
sures were before them in the shape of a Bill, which, he
hoped, the honourable and learned gentleman would bring in.

Sir R. Wilson said, that though he must acknowledge
the good intention of his honourable and learned friend,
he must deprecate any proposition to take from the unem-
ployed industrious poor a subsistence, to which they had
just the same right as every gentleman had to his estate.
If they wished te reduce pauperism, they should reduce
taxation,

Mr. Caleraft thanked his honourable and learned friend
for having brought the subjeet forward, though he did not
agree with his views in all respects. The first proposition
of his honourable and learned friend was to fix a mavimum
of rates. This had been tried in local bills, and failed,
&e. &e.

My. Bourne congratulated the House, that the subject
had been taken up by hands so able as those of the honour-
able and learned gentleman. As to the propositionof amaxi-
mum, it had been tried in the Isle of Wight: yet they had
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been obliged to apply to Parliament, to'remove or alterthe
maximum, &c. &c.

Myr. Monck said, the poor-laws, if they went on as they
had of late, would, in fact, establish an agrarian or Spen-
cean system, making the landholders merely nominal pro-
prietors; but, previous to any restriction on the right of
demanding relief, the taxes which pressed upon the poor,
as the malt and salt taxes, should be repealed, as wellas
the corn law, &c. &ec.

Myr. Mansfield disapproved (as we understood him) the
proposal for a maximum.

Myr. Phillips observed that, although there were some
parts of his learned friend’s bill to which he should object,
if taken separately, yet to the whole united, he had no ab-
Jection whatever. On the contrary, he augured great good
from its adoption, and thought it right to take this occasion
of bearing testimony to the salutary effects of the Act
passed upon the proposition of the Right Honourable
Member for Christchurch, some years ago, especially in
those districts of Lancashire, with which he was more im-
mediately acquainted.

Mz. Ricardo expressed his surprise that any apprehen-
sion should be entertained of the tendency of his learned
friend’s bill, to create any embarrassment in the law of set-
tlement, as the great object of that bill was to remove all
difficulty and litigation with respect to this law. It had
been observed that lahour, instead of being paid in wages
by employers, had been paid out of the poor’s-rates; and if
50, why then should not the amount of such payment be de-
ducted in fairness from those rates? This was one of the
objects of his learned friend’s bill, because that bill pro-
posed to have the labour paid in just wages by his employ-
er, instead of having him transferred to the poor’s-rate.
The effect, indeed, of his learned friend’s measure would be
to regulate the price of labour by the demarid, and that was
the end peculiarly desired.  With respect to the pressure
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of the taxes and the national debt upon the poor, that pres-
sure could not he disputed, especially as it took away from
the rich the means of employing the poor; but he had no
doubt that if the supply of labour were reduced below the
demand, which was the purpose of his learned friend’s
measure, the public debt and taxes would bear exclusively
upon the rich, and the poor would be most materially bene-
fited.

Myr. M. A. Taylor highly eulogized the principle and
tendency of his learned friend’s proposition, which he had
no doubt would be productive of great good.

Leave was given to bring in the bill, which Mr. S. ac-
cordingly brought in. Read a first time, and ordered to be
read a second time on the 24th, and to be printed.

May 24.

M. Birch presented a petition from the churchwardens
and inhabitants of the parish of St. Mary’s, Birmingham,
against the Poor-Relief Bill.

On the petition being brought up,

Myr. Scarlett (in reply to a question of Mr, Bernal) said
he had no hesitation in stating, that if he found the general
disposition of Parliament in his favour, he would press the
enactment of the bill. ' At the same time, he had no inten-
tion of hurrying it through the House. He confessed that
the approval of the measure was much more general than
he at first had reason to expect. Perbaps it would be sa-
tisfactory to those honourable members who concurred with
him on this measure to know that of the multitude of com-
munications which he had received from different places,
the greater mass of them were decidedly in 'its faveur.
(Hear! hear!) This undoubtedly encouraged him to pro-
ceed : he would not, therefore, delay the bill, though he by
no means meant to push it forward. He would take that
opportunity of stating, for the information of many gentle-
men then present, that as the second reading stood for that

r
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night, he would, if the other business allowed him to do so,
b;‘ing‘ on the discussion in a short time; if not, he wonld
mu‘.‘(‘, that the bill be read a second time pro Jforma, post-
poning the discussion to a future period.

M. Jenkinson observed that the thanks of the House and
the country were due to the honourable and learned Mem-
ber (Mr. Scarlett) for having introduced this bill, The
poor-rates had got to such a pitch at present, that it was
impossible to go on much longer with the present system,
The bill had his decided support, and he should be glad to
contribute all in his power to support it.

Myr. Caleraft said, that the honourable and learned
Member (Mr. Scarlett) deceived himself, if he thought
the bill met with general concurrence out of doors. It
was expected, in several great towns with which he was
acquainted, that the bill would not be pressed this session,
and, therefore it was, that the inhabitants of these places
did not express their sentiments with respect to the mea-
sure. If his honourable and learned friend should press
the bill, he (Mr. Calcraft) would certainly feel it his duty
to state the objections, which appeared to him to be
against it. He would suggest to his honourable friend to
let the clauses of the bill be printed and circulated through
the country. The country would then express their opi-
nions, and his honourable and learned friend would have
an opportunity of making those amendments, without which
he did not think the measure could be carried.

Myr. Lawley said, that in the-county (Warwick) which he
represented, great disapprobation existed against several
clauses of the bill.

Mpr. Lockhart said, that he wished to know whether it
was the intention of the honourable Member to press the
bill during the present session. He contended, that un-
der the present system, the poor’s-rates could not be effec-
tually corrected.

My. D. Browne said, that the amount of the poor's-raies




GENERAL INTRODUCTION. celix

was truly alarming. They amounted to a sum as great as
was necessary for carrying on the purposes of the British
Government on the aceession of the late King, He
feared, that unless something was done teo stop the evil,
that the entire property of the country would ultimately be
taken out of the hands of the aneient proprietors,

Mr. F. Palmer contended that in several instamees
the poor’s-rate, during the present year, had been lowered
in some places four shillings, in other places five shillings
in' the pound *. When he had been lately in the country,
he did not meet with a single person who was not dis-
posed to support the prineiple of the bill, though they did
not wish that it should be pressed during the present
session,

M. Scarlett said, that if the subject had not frequently
been brought under the consideration of Parliament and
the public, he would, no doubt, have been more ready to
accede to the wish of some of his friends, to postpone
the bill. But as the principle of the bill had frequently
been discussed in that House, if he found the House
disposed {o accelerate the measure, he could see mo red-
son for postponing it. With respect to the objections
from great towns, he was prepared to hear objections,
though he thought they were founded in error: it was;
however, his intention to introduce a clause in the bill,
for the purpose of providing a remedy against the pos-
sible and prospective inconvenience apprehended by great
towns. As to the country, and the agricultural classes,
his object certainly was not so much to lower the rates
as to improve the meoral condition of the poor: that,
above all others, was Lis great ohject. - If the bill should

* This is adelusion. Rates have fallen nominally; because'tha

gallon loaf has fallen: but the evil has inereased, and s in-
RTRASING,
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be p“,\{}mm.l to the next session, he had no doubt but
that those who had an interest in keeping up existing

to raise an opposition to the bilk

:’llil‘h:_‘:, would af i
L 1 ot foar that epnosition : but he certainly did

He did not fear that opposition; bul he certainly did not
wish to covet it. When it was considered that the sum of
\,[_-.".'}‘.H'% (000 a year, was, on af count of the poor-rates, ex-

the House would not be at a

pended in litication
loss to see, that a multitude of persons had a personal
interest in t’spp(:sin; the bill.

The petition was then brought up, and ordered to be
printed

Myr. Scarleft rose to move the second reading of the

Poor-Relief Bill. He said he did not intend to accom-

pany the measure in that stage with any matter of detail;

but he had, in presenting the bill in its simpler state, re-

served ‘to himself the opportunity of offering certam

Honourable Members

clanses, to obviate objections some

entertained towards it, leaving it to the House to insert

the clauses in the bill, or form them info a separate one.
There were great evils and various calamities, attendant on
the consideration of the poor-laws, and he found them to
consist in three principles. The first was the compulsory
and unlimited provision for the poor: the second, the dis-
tribution of that provision was not reserved as a reward for
good conduct, and an alleviation of the miseries of sick-
ness, old age, and infirmity, but by administering to those
who preferred to live by the charity of others, although
capable of obtaining subsistence by their own exertions.
The third, was the principal source of the evils of which
he complained, and that was the restraint which now ex-
isted on the free circulation of labour. (Hear!) The far-
mer, finding that he was called on to pay heavy poor-rﬂte&
resorted to the practice of diminishing the wages of la-
bour. They thought it best to pay only to men who had
families which mnst receive a certain sum from the parish;

and allowed them such wages as would barely allow them
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to exist.  The farmer said, if the parish’ pay 5s.; and he
could get his work done for 9s., why should he give more
than 9s.? The unmarried man was consequently reduced
to this condition, that he must enter into competition with
the other, and must go without employment unless he
worked for the same wages. Thus the poor man who was
working almost his bloed out, had enly before him the me-
lancholy prospect of terminating his life in a workhouse—
he had no refuge.  How different was such a man, in point
of moral existence and aflinity to the state, from him who
was enabled to make some acquisitions of property by his
own labour, and to lay up for his old age an independent
provision. In every point of view, moral, political, and
religious, the man who heped to lay by something from his
own earnings, was more valuable to society, and {fo him-
self, than he who was doomed to present labour, and pro-
spective wretchedness, without any hope whatever, &e. &e.

Sir R. Wilson said, he felt it an anxious and painful
duty to oppose his honourable and learned friend. He be-
lieved that. like himself, he consulted the interests and
rights of the poor; but though they both had a common
object, they differed as to the means. He then said, that
he could not agree to abrogate the statute of Queen Eli-
zabeth. He considered that statute the Magna Charta of
the poor. (Hear! hear!) Justice Blackstone had declared
that it was founded on the first principles of society. He
deprecated strongly the motion of discountenancing mar-
riages among the poor, as likely to be productive of viee
and immorality; and he declared, in conclusion, that he
would not vote for the reduction of the funds for the poor,
until every unnecessary charge in the public expenditure
was removed.

Myr. F. Lewis could not refrain from saying a few words
on that part of the gallant General's speech, in which he
seemed to consider the Statute of 43d Elizabeth as the
Magna Charta of the poor, and the palladium of their
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rights. 'That he utterly denied. He denied that the
Hbouse ought to consider thatorany other law on the subject,
as one which they were not perfecly justified in amending,
according to the demand of the time, or their altered view
of the circumstances of the case.—~The basis of the con-
stitution was the security which it gave to all persons, in
the enjoyment of whatever praperty they had acquired, or
honestly come by. It was utterly in vain to set up amy
other principle as one of right, 1f it could be shewn that
the principle of the poor-laws was subversive of that by
which property was protected, then it would be evident
that such an antagonist principle ought not to be allowed to
prevail. The meaning of the Statute 43d Elizabeth, was
to inflict compulsory labour, by way of punishment, not te
afford labour for the mere purpose of maintenance. It was
any thing but in the nature of giving the poor personal
property.

Mr; Bennelt observed, that the greatest evil of the poor-
laws was, that it rendered the poor man dependent on his
superior, and made him an abject wretch, that had no
ebject in acquiring property, or maintaining a character in
society, But although that was a great evil, yet, by its
removal, there would be danger of inflicting a still greater
cruelty an the poor. There could be 'little doubt, that if
the existing poor-laws were suddenly repealed, the effect
would be general starvation, &ec. &ec.

Mr. Courtenay thought it desirable, that the bill should
g0 to a committee, and receive the modifications which
the honourable and learned Gentleman proposed to intro-
duce into it, with an understanding, that when it should
come outl of the committee, it should be discussed by the
House, &ec.

Lord Milton entertained, to the bill generally, the most
friendly feeling, The mest impertant part of it—that
which went te repeal the law of settlement, had his warm-
est support, At same time, he could by ne means agree
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with the position of the Honourable Member, that the
basis of the Constitation was the protection of the enjoy-
ment of property. The basis of the Constitution was the
protection of rights, and the rights of the poor ought to
be protected as well as those of the rich, &e.

The Marquis of Londonderry repeated his gratitude to
the honourable and learned Gentleman, for having be-
stewed so much of his time and attention, in bringing this
important subject under the consideration of Parliament.

Mr. Scarlett said, he should have no objection to go
into the Committee instanter ; but as he was not prepared
with all the clauses, he hoped the House would consent to
read the bill a second time that night; and to enter inte
the Committee on Monday. With respect to the influence
of the present system upon marriages, he would mention
the case of a young person uuder twenty, who paid for a
licence to be married in one of the counties, and went the
next day and demanded relief and residence from the ma-
gistrate.

The Bill was then read a second time, and ordered to be
committed on Monday.

May 28.

M. Scarlett moved for the committal of the Poor-Relief
Amendment Bill, with a view to propose the clauses which
he had mentioned upon the last consideration of this
measare.

Myr. Mansfield expressed a hope that the learned Gentle-
man would not press the adoption of this hill within the
present session.

The clauses proposed by Mr. Scarleti were adopted.

June 6.
Mr. Scariett presented petitions in favour of the Peor-
Relief Amendment Bill, from the parishes of St. Pancras,

Middlesex, and Northiam, in Sussex.

)]
-
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The further consideration of the R(_-pl.u'l of the Poor=

Relief Amendment Bill, was fixed for Thursday, 18th June;
June 7,

Myr. Curteis presented a Petition from the parish of
Robertsbridge, Sussex, infaveur of the Poor-Relief Amend-
ment Bill.

Mr. Hobhouse presented a Petition, from some indiyi-
duals in Liverpool, against the Poor-Relief Amendment
Bill. .+ The petitioners, he stated, objected to all the
clauses, except that regulating the law of settlement.. Mr,
Hobhouse said he feared he should be obliged to vote
against the bill, his opposition to which, should rest on
the ground that forms the present state of the laws against
the poor, against emigration,. against combination, and
against begging : a compulsory provision for the poor was
rendered necessary.

M. Brougham concurred in opinion with the Honour-
able Member for Westminster, to a ‘certain extent, ‘and
he was willing to say, that if such a measure as the bill
before the House, or any thing like it, was passed, a great
alteration would be necessary in all the laws concerning
the poor. 'The subject was attended with great, though
not with insurmountable difficulty. The system could not
begin and end with the bill introduced by his' honourable
and learned friend; but there must be a corresponding
change in all the laws affecting the poor. There was an-
other difficulty with which the bill was attended, which
was, that it would create two classes of poor:; for, if the
principle of Mr. Malthus was carried into effect, the ehil-
dren of marriages contracted at ohe time would be entitled
to relief, while the children of marriages contracted at
another time would not be entitled to it. If the principle
of the bill was admitted, it would be most tyrannical to
retain the laws against emigration, combination, and beg-

ging. - The present system of the poor-laws was especially




GENERAL INTRODUCTION. celxv

built on the prohibition to beg. He threw out these ob-
servations, to show how many difficulties the subject was
attended with. There ought, too, if the bill was passed,
to be measures of precaution taken, to make the execution
of the bill safe, as well for the police as the poor. It
was needless for him further to enter into this topic; but
he particularly referred to the questions of emigration and
colonization. On the latter subject, he referred to a pam-
phlet of Mr. Herbert Saunders, which contained mnch
valuable practical information on experiments that' had
been made in Holland and Ireland.

Myr. S. Bourne concurred inthe observations of the
honourable and learned Gentleman. He deemed it a
great oversight, that by a clause at the end of the Poor-
Relief Bill, the vagrancy laws were left untouched.
When the funds were limited, as they would be by the
bill, it 'would be impossible to leave them subject to the
unlimited demands of magistrates.

Mr. Harbord observed, that the doctrine on which the
alteration of the poor-laws was proposed, was chiefly that
of Mr. Malthus, according to which, a certain quantity of
vice and misery was necessary as a check upon population,
This doctrine had been, in the opinion of many people
well qualified to form an opinion on the subject, shaken
by the elaborate work lately published by M. Gedwin.
Mr. Malthus's theory was founded on'the 'suppesition of
rapid ratio of increase of population, which Mr. Godwin
had, in the opinion of many, disproved¥.

After a few words from Mr. Brougham,

My. Maxwell observed, that in every part of Scotland,
where machinery was introduced, a compulsory provision
had been found necessary, and he believed such a provi-
sion would be found necessary, till machinery was:taxed

adra bl sl atddepe

* The elaborate work lately pu.bii:‘hed. by Mr. Godwin 1

 Machinery taxed ! ! !
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The Petition was ordered to be printed.

June 8,

Sir R. Wilson presented a petition from the {reeholders
and leypayers of the township of Hagget, (we believe) in
Liancashire, against the Poor-Relief Bill. Sir R. Wilson
strongly commended the language and arguments of the
petition, which he recapitulated ; and concluded by obsery-
ing, that as there waa so much alarm at over-population, he
should recommend 1o the notice of members an elaborate
treatise of a very learned, though he could not say, grave,
divine, he meant the ¢ modest proposal” of Dean Swift.
(Hear?)

The petition was read.

My. Brougham said, he had hoped that Members would
have abstained from the introduction of topies, which could
do no possible good to the poor. (Hear!) The objections to
the bill, contained in the petition, proceeded upon 8
mistake very fatal to a disputant, the total misapprehension
of the argument to which they were opposed. No one had
ever said, that the poor-laws operated as an incentive tomar-
riages, but that they removed the check to improvident mar-
riages, which would be otherwise supplied by the fear of abso-
lute want. (Hear!) He thoughtit unwise too, for the sakeof
the poor themselves, to be continually holding out to them
the doctrine, that they were mortgagees upon the land, nay
preferablemortgagees ; for though, as thelaw stood, this was
perhaps true, it necessarily had an operatien injurious to the
poor themselves, The operation of such a system, it
needed no speculatist, as Mr. Malthus was represented to
be, though, on these objects, ne one was more plain and
practical (hear!) to shew. The doctrine of My. Malfhus
was, that nothing was more prejudicial to the community,
and to the individuals themselves, than that persons, without
?ﬁnowiedge how to maintain a family, should put themselves
in a situation, in which they were sure to produce a family.
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(Hear!) There was, surely, nothing abstruse or speculative
in this ; when, out of such a fund as the poor’s-rates, they
were sure of being supplied with support, without reference
to the state of the country, to the times, and almost, he
might say, according to the present administration of the
poor-laws, without any reference to the disposition of the
individual to work. (Hear! hear!) The proper restraint on
marriage was taken away, at the moment when it should
operate. 'The poor were prevented from thinking twice,
when they had to decide on the question, whether they
should marry or not. It should be impressed upon them,
that to put themselves in the situation to get a family,
without the means of maintaining it, was as bad as to go
into a shop and buy goods without having means of paying
for them. (Hear! hear!) Mr. Malthus had very properly
said, that it should be impressed on the people, that to rash
into marriage under such ecircumstances, was neither
honest nor politic.

Colonel Wood said, that the honourable and learned
Member’s bill had not had fair play; for, though he (Col.
Wood) agreed in what had fallen from the Honourable
Gentleman who had spoken last (Mr. Brougham),he thought
that the great good proposed by the bill of the Honourable
Member for Peterborough, was to free the poor from the
present degraded state of vassalage, in which they were
kept by the settlement laws.

Sir J. Graham stated, that he had received communi-
cations from the country, whichsatisfied him thatninety-nine
out of a hundred of the people were decidedly in favour of
the bill referred fto.

Myr. Mansfield said, that from the communications made
to him from that quarter of the country, with which he was
connected, he could undertake to say ninety-nine out of one
hundred of the people were decidedly against this bill.
(Hear! hear! hear!)

My. Birch corroborated the statement of the last speaker,
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as to that part of the country which he had the honour 'to
represent.

M. Scarlett declared his unwillingness to enter into any
premature discussion on this measure, &e. &e.

The petition was ordered to lie on the table.

Sir Robert Wilson deprecated any degree of haste in the
progress - of this measure, whatever might be, as he knew,
the expeditionary powers of the House, for it was a mea-
sure requiring the most deliberate consideration.. Asto
the remark of his learned friend (Mr. Brougham), that no
poer man should marry, unless he were able to supporta
family, he agreed in the principle of that remark ; but it
was to be considered, that a poor man mightbe ableto
support a family at the time he married, while in the very
next year he might be deprived of that ability, througha
new Corn Bill, or some further taxation, enhancing the
materials of subsistence. (Hear! hear! hear!) The galluﬁt
officer forcibly commented upon the exceptionable cha-
racter of the bill in various points of view, and especially
in compelling a poor man to travel about in search of em-
ployment, while, if he failed in his search, he was liable to
punishment under the Vagrant Act.

Mpr. Gurney thought it his particular duty to oppose this
measure, and that the passing of it would be a flagrani act
of insanity*.

Mr. Scarlett agreed, that if a measure were unfit for
discussion, it was unfit to be brought forward. But he
objected to unfounded observations or prejudiced state-
ments. He would not have the principle or provisions
of the bill misrepresented to the country. His gallant
friend was quite in error with respect to the character of
this measure ; but he would not condescend to correct
that error further than to say, that the bill touched notat

* Hear ! hear!
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all on the Vagrant Act, in the manner which his learned
friend appeared to think. He must add also, that before a
gentleman undertook to animadvert upon any measure, he
should endeavour to understand its prineiples.

Mr. Monck expressed his disapprobation of this mea-
sure, which he thought a mere temporizing expedient. If
the Corn Bill were repealed, together with the duties upon
beer, salt, malt, leather, and other articles in common use,
the poor could afford to pay for their own support without
resorting to the poor-rates, and the poor-laws would die
almost of themselves. But while the poor were to be bur-
dened and distressed as they were at present, he could not
endure the idea of subjecting them to any harsh or re-
strictive regulations.

Mr. F. Palmer said, that when this measure should
be brought into discussion, he would be prepared to shew
that the agricaltural labourers had never received sufficient
wages to maintain themselves without resorting to the
poor’s rates.

Sir 8. Seabright observed, that the poor’s-rate formed
the cause of the low wages allowed to agricultural la-
bourers.

Lord Londonderry declared, that he could not see the
necessity or the utility of prosecuting this discussion.

The petition was ordered to be printed.

June 13.

A petition against the Poor Laws Amendment Bill, was
presented from Stockport, which was ordered to lie on the
tahle; as were petitions to the same effect from Leeds,
Huddersfield, and St. George the Martyr, Southwark.
The last petition contained a statement, that persons being
induced to come to that parish, as well as to other parishes
in the vicinity of the metropolis, under the idea of getting

employment with advanced wages, these parishes would
be subjected to considerable incumbrances, should the pro-
posed bill be allowed to pass inta a law.
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This petition was ordered to be printed.

Myr. Curteis presented a petition in favour of this bill,
from the select vestry of the parish of Burwash, in Sussex.
The petitioners, with whom the Honourable Member said
that he fully concurred; further prayed that personal pro-
perty might be subjected to the payment of poor's-rates
as well as property in land or houses.

Ordered to be printed,

June 20.

Mr.Scarlett moved the further consideration of the Poor-
Relief Bill.

My. Calcraft thought it would be desirable that the de-
bate on this impertant subject. should not be gone into
without a chance of concluding it.

M. Scarlett did mot wish to press on the debate against
the pleasure of the House.

Lord Londonderry said a few words in favour of the con-
tinnance of the discussion.

Myr. Calcraft saw the necessity of some measure for the
amendment of the poor-laws; but he did not therefore think
himself bound to suppert one, which, he was convinced,
would not be salutary and useful. He should attempt here-
after to show, that the evils, and even the burdens of the
poor-laws had bheen consi(lerably exaggerated *; though he
owned they were evils, and though he felt the weight of the
burdens : as to the remedy now proposed, he was a friend
to the principle of the poor-laws, which was that of unre-
stricted compulsory provision for the relief of the indjgent.
His learned friend would cut up this principle. He fixed
a maximum, which, under no circumstances, should be
exceeded. This, atleast, was the original enactment of
this Bill: he had now modified it by execeptions, which
would entirely take away its effect. This would show the

—— e ———

3 \ & Sy .
* They never were exageerated : they aveincalenlable.
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House how cautiously they should proceed, when a gem-
tleman of so much knowledge as his learned friend, after
only a few days’ experience of a measure he had proposed,
though( it necessary entirely to change it, &e. &e. *

Sir R. Wilson-moved that the House do now adjourn.
Mr. Nolan seconded the motion for adjowrnment. M.
Scarlett had no ohjection to the proposition of his honour-
able and gallant friend, for it was his interest as well as
his anxious wish, that the question should receive all pos-
sible discussion,

July 2,

My, Scarlett rose, not, he said, at the eclose of the ses-
sion, to press any discassion en the bill: indeed, from the
outset, he did not express a hope that the bill would be
carried through the House that session. He would not
enter at present into any discussion whatever, but would
reserve himself for a further opportunity to answer the ar-
guments that had been urged against the bill. It would,
in particular, be necessary for him to brush up his law, in
order to meet the opposition of his honourable and gallant
friend (Sir R. Wilson).. Whether they would meet in
private contest, or otherwise, he hoped his honourable
and gallant friend would not prove more fortunate than he
ought to be. He (Mr. Secarlett) was aware that much had
been written in order to inflame the public mind on this
subject: for himself, he would say, that his attention had
been directed to the state of the poor-laws for the last
thirty years, and he always was of opinion that they were
aws most injurious to the community, and most oppres-
sive to the poor. He thought they were laws which went
to degrade the lower classes. He withdrew the bill for
the present; bat he propesed next session to renew the
measure. He would not pledge himself to words, but in

* Very just, indeed!
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principle it would be substantially the same.  If he should

meet the same sort of sup

i

port which he had received, he
would propose another bill for greater diserimination be-
tween the moral claims of persons seeking for relief, and
for the purpose of checking the expenditure, which was
now a subject of general complaint. He should also pro-
pose, ihat the fathers of families should be no longer bal-
loted for the militia, but that single men should be com-
pelled to serve.

Sir R. Wilson said, that when the measure should be
brought forward, he would opposeit every inch. In order
to qualify himself to meet the threatened contest with his
honourable and learned friend, he would sit down to study
black letter during the summer. (A laugh.)

Mr. H. Gurney said, he hoped the honourable and
learned gentleman would duly consider the state of the
poor-laws before he attempted to interfere with them. He
could not help thinking that the principle of the bill was
absurd and inijurious. 'The object of the bill was to pre-
vent marriages : ‘it went on the vicious principle laid down
by Mr. Malthus

nature, and which, if acted on, would not leave’ an Eng-

a principle which was against the laws of

lishman to till the ground which maintained his forefathers*,
He hoped that the House would not be insulted by any of
Mr. Malthus’s friends attempting to force upon them the
adoption of his system. A violent attempt to subvert the
poor-laws, was more worthy of araving madman’ thana
legislator. :

Dr: Luskington. said, thatif he thought the bill went to
mterfere with the real comforts of the poor, he would not
give it his sapport; but he looked upon the bill as' a mea-
sure likely to remove the causes of their degradation, and

* Hear! hear! again. How melancholy is it to think of 2
Member of Parliament speaking thus!
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fo promote their real independence. The honourable
Member had said that the bill was a measure to prevent
marriages : it was no such thing : it was a bill to take away
undue encouragement to improvident marriages.

Myr. F. Palmer rose, when

Myr. Scarlett said, that he had avoided all argument on
the measure, and he thought it unfair, after he had waved
his right, for honourable gentlemen to open a debate,
and to misrepresent the principles and objects of the bill.
He might be assimilate d to a madman, but the honour-
able Gentleman himself was an abhorrer, and an abhorrer
could not reason.

Mpr. Gurney assured the honourable and learned Gentle-
man that he did not mean to betray, even in appearance;
a want of courtesy to him.

Mr. F. Palmer considered the poor-laws as the char-
tered rights of the poor, and hoped the House would
pause before it consented to touch them, and inquire seri-
ously into the condition of the labouring classes.

Here we have before us the collective wisdomi

of Parliament, upon the most important question
which Parliament can discuss and decide; and this
wisdom. now collected together, does not amount
to much. The record, nevertheless, is valuable.
It might furnish matter for a volume of reflection ;

but in making remarks, I shall be brief, and my
desire for brevity has already induced me to dis-
pose of part of the wisdom by means of foot-

notes.

May I ask if any one o the above speakers ever
served the office of overseer of the poor, or ever
| vestry meetings for the ad-

regularly attended
justment of parish business? 1 suspect, there

S
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is a want of practical knowledge in this way,
Most of them, no doubt, have sat on the bench,
and attended circuit courts, so as to have abun-
dant knowledge of poor-law litigation ; and of this
Mr. Scarlett has produced an edifying estimate.
He has, in this way, it would seem, studied the
poor-laws for 30 years; but a tenth part of that
time, farming in Wiltshire (where the system is
most complete, and the poor most enslaved), and
being obliged to do parish duties, would have pro-
bably given him still more valuable experience—
much more insight into the nature of the system,
and better lessons for improving or abolishing it.
But let us adhere to what is before us; and let
me ask if there was ever any thing so monstrous
of its kind’as Mr. Scarlett’s leading proposal to fix
a maximum of rates. It is an insult to common
sense, and all that concerns principle. Had Mr.
Gurney alluded solely to this, there would have
been no great impropriety in his language, Itis
more than monstrous ; it is indeed akin to raving
madness, in as much as it was totally uncalled for.
The Bill is termed the Poor-Relief Bill; and if
there is relief, it must flow out of the poor being
freed from that necessity which creates enormous
poor-rates. Nobody, I think, but a lawyer could
have had the face to make such a proposal. When
I spoke of the * minimum of misery,”—the gallon
loaf, and threepence a week ;—and wished Eng-
lish labourers to look sharp, lest that should be
frittered down, I little thought that the minimum
might be sunk by means of a mazimum: but we
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may now let the proposal drop, as it met instant
and successive reprobation.

Mr. Scarlett’s second proposal is rational enough,
bating all consideration of the one thing need-
ful—the education of the poor, and an opportunity
Sfor their aequiring properly and civil rights. M.
Scarlett would take from the poor their premium
for idleness, and give them nothing in return.
The poor are now quit of all care : war or peace;
—plenty or scarcity, are the same to them; and
in this changeful world, it is no small blessing to
be free from cares dependent upon these. The poor
are now independent thus far; and the land is un-
questionably mortgaged for their support—for the
continuance of their blessings. I, of all men,
reprobate the system: nobody has more steadily
kept it in view as a national curse; but the landed
interest is bound to pay its charges, and they
should be glad indeed to get rid of the obligation
on liberal terms,

Mr. Scarlett would have the landed interest
reap advantage gratis; and this too is the wish of
Mr. Malthus. No, say I: six millions a year,
which you are bound to pay out for the support of
idleness, may be purchased, out and out, for mere
liberality ; and, without liberality, you shall not get
clear. Two millions a year, the remaining part of
the whole amount of poor-rates, might be made
quite sufficient, before the end of five years, to
defray all costs in supporting the nnpotent and
old, besides educating the children of the poor.
Be liberal, only, and this charm shall be wrought.

9

<
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My plan of furnishing land to the poor, either
to the full extent with commons, or to half the
extent with gardens only, would pay its way: it
would cost nothing but the expenses of the act of
parliament which gave it being, and authority to
proceed. With this plan adopted, all minor mat-
ters would be easily settled: the word mazimum
would then be forgotten, even as a reproach to
Mr. Scarlett; and the mightiest evil which he
complains of, the law of settlement, would, of
itself, disappear.

Mr. Brougham seems to eye Mr. Scarlett’s Bill
with contempt; and any child is entitled to do
so; but Mr. Brougham, I suspect, would blink
the one thing needful: he does indeed raise a reek
about matters of no importance comparatively.
He speaks of the subject being ¢ attended with
great difficully,” and points to * the laws against
emigration, combination, and begging ;” but
what would all these be, were the people edu-
cated, and had they a chance of gaining property
and civil rights! Every difficulty would dis-
appear before these benefits granted to the poor;
and if these are not granted, Parliament may
debate till doomsday without removing the great-
est national evil,—the wretched system of Eng-
lish poor-laws.

Mr. Scarlett speaks of the  intention” of the
43d of Elizabeth ; and Sir Robert Wilson calls that
statute the Magna Charta of the poor!! The
43d of Elizabeth laid the foundation for all the
present mischief, equally the curse of poor and
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rich. The 43d of Elizabeth was framed in an un-
lucky hour, and from false notions of policy.
After the suppression of monasteries, and the
seizure of church property, which had for ages fed
multitudes of poor, and was, indeed, by law, 1n
great part expressly intended for that purpose,
swarms of indigent and idle persons spread them-
selves over the country, and induced legislators to
provide for them by this statute. Great as the
necessities of the poor were under circumstances,
at that time, much better would it have been to
have left nature to cure the evil. The act of Eli-
zabeth provided work for the industrious, and pri-
sons for the idle: but all should have been left to
their shifts, save the old and impotent; there is no
cure so good as hunger for idleness.

Similar causes, soon after, introduced poor-laws
into Scotland. By an act of James VI. indigent
children were bound to work for masters till past
thirty years of age, and afterwards this law was ra-
tified with additions by the Scotch Parliament in

the reign of Charles II. empowering masters of

manufactories, with the advice of magistrates, to
seize vagabonds and idle poor persons, to employ
them in their works, and exact of parishes sums
of money to assist in their training and mainte-
nance for three years, and after that to retain them
seven years in service for meat and clothes.

It was also enacted, by the Scotch Parliament,
that overseers of the poor should be appointed by
justices of the peace; and that poor children, and
vagabonds, and idlers, should be taken hold of, and
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instructed to fine and mix wool, spin worsted, and
knit stockings. In Scotland all this officious le-
gislation did little harmn, for education was intro-
duced, and completely did away the necessity for
its operation. In the year 1619, an Act of Council
first established schools,and this was afterwards rati-
fied and improved by the first Scotch Parliament of
Charles I. It is truly worthy to mark this,
The Scotch became enlightened, and got out of
the bondage of their poor-laws. The English were
kept in ignorance, and at last fell victims to an-
thrifty benevolence and mistaken notions of policy.

For any thing I can see in the debates before us,
there seems a strange confusion of ideas with re-
gard to the rights of the poor; and I question if
Sir Robert Wilson, who has set himself forward as
the champion of these rights, has very clear no-
tions of the prize for which he is to contend. His
calling of the 43d of Elizabeth the Magna Charta
of the poor, justifies suspicion. The effect of tax-
ation too, is, 1 suspect, but indifferently under-
stood by some of the orators, particularly as it af
fects the poor of England. Were taxation reduced
to-morrow, 1 know of no change for the better that
it would make in the condition of the poor labourers
of England, subjected to slavery by the system
of the poor-laws. That taxation is now out of
hounds, and that the evil is greatly aggravated by
the wretched policy pursued by our present minis-
ters, is too obvious. The distress of the labouring
classes of Scotland is too good proof of that, though
we had no other; but to the poor of England it’
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makes no difference whatever. Mr, Cobbett, who
launched forth into very free remarks on these de-
bates on the poor-laws, and sees through the whole
system as clear as any body, has continually bawled
out against taxes and paper-money being the sole
cause of misery. I entirely differ with him in this.
I am not only a friend to paper-money, as a refine-
ment of commerce, and as it is the grand bond for
confidence in adventure,—indeed, the only means
of extensive dealings among men ; but the holding
it on at the present time, I do consider a matter of
sacred importance to the interests of the poor of
England, in procuring for them a gradual, genuine,
and valuable deliverance from their present state
of degradation.

Mr. Cobbett somewhere asks, ¢ what rational
man expects reform without a blowing-up of
paper-money ? > 1 am certain that Mr. Cobbett is
not more keen for reform than myself. 1 have
rationally weighed the question of paper-money,
and these are my opinions. If the blowing-up
of paper-money would blow up borough-mongering
alone, much should I rejoice to see the explosion ;
but if such blowing-up would set loose the poor
of England from all restraint before their present
habits were improved, and before the rancour
generated between them and

their masters was allayed and forgotten, God pre-

which has been

vent every thing like such blowing-up. It has
for many years been my decided opinion, that a
well-modified property-tax would at once secure
to us all the advantage of paper-money, and rid us
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of every disquictude as to its proving our ruin,
Without recurrence to this, our risks are great
indeed.

Mr. Searlett has declaredit to be his wish * toim-
prove the moral condition of the poor.” This is the
grand point for the poor and for the nation. He is
to resume his endeavours next session; and'l have
to hope that, by that time, he will give attention to
the means of attaining his object. His * attention,”
he says, ¢ has been directed to the state of the poor-
laws for the last thirty years, and he always was of
opinion that they were laws most injurious to the
community and most oppressive to the poor.” I
have devoted unceasing attention to the poor-laws
for twenty-one years. 1 have not only said, but
done ; and I am as sure as that I am in existence,
from much experience and practical knowledge,
that if Mr. Scarlett does not greatly improve upon
his principle of last session—greatly enlarge his
views of the subject he has on hand, we can
expect nothing but failure. With liberal and en-
larged views, and by attending to the one thing
needful, he may immortalize his name.

My hope of a Commission of Enquiry arriving
from Upper Canada becoming less and less every
day after the beginning of June; and anxious, #
well to keep alive some notice to that subject, asto
continue the train of my representations to Parlia-
ment with regard to the poor-laws, I wrote out the
following Petition, and had it presented to the
House of Commons by Sir James Mackintosh the
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97th June; and as Sir Robert Wilson had spoken
up for the rights of the poor, I sent him a copy,
that he might understand my notions of what was
required to establish their rights*.

¥ 35, Abchurch Lane, 21st June, 1821.
Sir,

In March last, while expectation was high regarding Naples,
I addressed to you a few linest on the suggestion of a friend,
and afterwards thinking that I had made too free, my friend
sought you to aive ¢'>_\;l)l:mnl'mn, but you had changed your place
of residence: I had gone to the country, and, before my return,
the game was up.

You have asserted, on the question of the poor-laws, that the
poor have rights which others deny, and in the abstract there may
be doubt. I handed to Sir James Mackintosh, t’other day, a Pe-
tition, wherein I assert, that real and substantial rights have been
taken from the poor, and that they ought to have l‘t,ll]l]lt‘llﬁil[iull.
As the subject isnow in discussion, and as I observe you continue
to keep it in mind, I take the libertyto accompany this with a copy
of my Petition, which I hope Sir James Mackintosh will this day
present, Should you honour it with perusal, I flatter myself you
may find matter for serious and important consideration. 'T'rust-
ing that you will excuse this liberty. I have the honour to be,

Your’s, &c.

Sir Robert Wilson.

4 London, 24th March, 1821,

Sir,

Having heard that you are to proceed to Italy, in aid of Neapolitan
independence, and having some inclination to go thither, on the same
errand, I should be happy to have the honour'of conversing with you on
the subject. Should you admit of this, you will have the goodness o say,
when and where I may see you,

I am, your’s, &c.
ROBERT GOURLAY.
35, Abchurch Lane.
Sir Robert Wilson.
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To the Honourable the Commons of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Parliament assembled.

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.
SHEW ETH,

THAT your Petitioner had presented to your Honoura-
ble House on the 11th day of July, 1820, a Petition pro
forma, the object of which was to call attention to the
state of Upper Canada, as it concerned emigration.

That your Petitioner would again and seriously have
moved in this business at an earlier period of the present
session, but for an expectation that a Commission might
come home from the Province to strengthen his suit,

That this expectation haviag now vanished, your Peti-
tioner begs leave to state to your Honourable House, more
particularly what was his prime object in soliciting
attention to the subject of emigration.

That with this view your Petitioner has-to say that
for more than twenty years he has made the subject of
the English poor-laws a peculiar study.

That his attention was first riveted to this study, from
being -employed by the Board of Agriculture in the years
1800 and 1801, to make inquiry in certain parts of England,
as to the condition of the labouring poor, and into a prac-
tice which prevailed of giving them land for the keep of
cows, by which they could live without parish aid.

That the inquiries of your Petitioner completely esta-
blished the fact in question, according to the shewing of
the Board of Agricultare itself, published in 1816, under
the title of ““ AGRICULTURAL STATE oF THE KING-
DOM.”

That the object of the Honourable Board, in ascertain-
ing this fact, was to have introduced into a bill, for the
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general enclosure of commons and waste lands, a clause, by
which all poor people, who had rights of pasture, &c. upon
stch commons and wastes, should each have secured to
him a portion of land, whereon he might keep a cow, and
thereby be enabled to subsist without public relief.

That this general Enclosure Bill was laid aside ; and
that since then many hundreds of commons have been en-
¢losed by local bills, without any attention to the claims of

the poor; many thousands of whom have been unjustly

deprived of their ancient rights of pasturage, &c.; and
that thi

s, among other causes, has contributed to the pre-
sent dependence of English labourers on parish aid.

That your Petitioner, though he did not coincide in
opinion with his employers, in 1800 and 1801, as to the
particular mode of proceeding then proposed, for the bene-
fit of labourers and the keeping down of poor-rates, was
so much struck with the necessity of making great changes,
to avert the evils springing out of the English system of
poor-laws, that he resolved to shape the course of his life,
50 as to have opportunity fully to investigate the subject;
and, in order to gain practical experience, did remove
from Scotland, his native country, into England, chiefly
with that view, and in the hope of being able to devise
some remedy for the greatest of national evils. This he
did in 1809, and for upwards of seven years devoted much
attention to the subject.

That after due consideration, your Petitioner became

assured that the first essential for a radical reform of the

poor-laws was the education of the rising generation.

That however necessary this was, your Petitioner found
that the system of the poor-laws had already completely
formed a bar against the possibility of its being accom-
plished without the special interference of the legislature,

That your Petitioner, to gain attention to this subject,
had a petition presented to the Honourable the House of
Commons the 30th May, 1815.
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That your Petitioner further discovered, that through
the action of poor-laws, labourers had been deprived of
all property in houses and land ; and being thereby render-
ed incapable of locomotion, were completely subjected
to the will and caprice of farmers, overseers, and others.

That your Petitioner, in order to attract notice to this
part of the business, and to other matters essential for the
cure of the greatest of national maladies, had a Petition
presented to the Honourable House of Commons the
28th February, 1817.

That your Petitioner still saw, that theugh all his pro-
posals were adopted, that something more might be required,
safely and effectually to accomplish the grand objeéct of
abolishing the system of the poor-laws, and that an artifi-
cial vent would be required for redundant population,
during a series of years, while the process of reform was
proceeding.

That at this very time an unexpected and extraordinary
change of fortune drove your Petitioner abroad to Upper
Canada, to look out for a place of refuge for himself
and family.

That your Petitioner, being in Upper Canada, disco-
vered that that country could afford the vent required
for the redundant population of England, and upwards
of three years ago he did send home a communication,
to be laid before Lord Bathurst, intimating what he had
then in contemplation.

That a singularly unfortunate train of events detained
your Petitionerin Upper Canada, involved him in political
discussions, exposed him to the most groundless scandal,
subjected him to the most cruel persecutions, finally ending
in imprisonment and banishment from the provinee ; not
only unmerited, but palpably illegal and unconstitutional.

That your Petitioner, notwithstanding that his health
has suffered beyond all hope of repair, from ungracious
freatment abroad, and that his spirits have been sunk with
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the most mournful calamities at home, has devoted all the

efforts of a weakened mind, up to the present time, to ad-

vance the vast object at which he has been so long aiming,
and still aims.

That your Petitioner has become more and more solici
tous for attention to his proposal and schemes for the
reform of English poor-laws, and the giving vent to redun-
dant population, since he has seen a bill introduced into
your Honourable House, clearly drawn up without prac-
tical knowledge of ‘the system of the poor-laws, or a due
consideration of circumstances.

That your Petitioner has long considered the principle
of population, as laid down by Mr. Malthus, and on which
Mr. Scarlett’s Bill 'seems to be founded, to be sound in the
abstract: that he has long wished to see all need for
poor-laws done away; and believes it perfectly possible
that they may be entirely done away, with advantage as
well to the poor as to the rich. Yet, as circumstances
stand, he is still more assured that substantial benefits
must be granted to the poor;—that they must have oppor-
tunity given them to acquire property and civil rights, be-
fore their present rights of applying for public relief, are
encroached upon, or taken away:—he is assured, that
Mr. Scarlett’s Bill, as it now stands, would at once be
inefficient and dangerous in execution: that it would
certainly, if made into law, engender discontent, and lead
on to general insurrection.

Your Petitioner most seriously entertaining this belief,
filled with anxiety and alarm from the aspect of public
affairs, and conscious that wise and liberal measures may
not only retrieve the counfry from jeopardy, but lay a
foundation for its glorious security, in the improved morals
and better worldly circumstances of the lower orders of
society, does humbly and earnestly entreat your Honour-
able House to pause, and reflect well on the subject of the
poor-laws.

Y our Petitioner is Wi”ill,f," to be called to the bar ot
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your Honourable House, or before any Committee, to sub-
stantiate what he has set forth, and to enter inte any
required explanation of his pretensions, principles, and
proposals.

He would more ]'ltll'lit".i];u‘]_\ entreat, that the state of
Upper Canada may be immediately taken into consider-
ation, that preparations may, this year, be made to admit
of a grand system of emigration being commenced by the
in unison with a plan for reforming the

following spring

g
poor-laws.
And your Petitioner will ever pray,

June 16, 1821. ROBERT GOURLAY.

[t will be observed, that 1 conclude my Petition
with entreating, “ that preparations may, this year,
be made to admit of a grand system of Emigration,
being commenced by the following spring, in unison
with a plan for reforming the Poor-Laws.” In
summer, 1820, when communicating with Sir
James Mackintosh, as to the objects I had in View,
for strengthening the connexion between this
country and Upper Canada, I informed him of my
wish to prove what might be done, by a practical
experiment, in settlement. When I put this last
Petition into his hands, I again called attention to
this subject ; and, for some days, I am afraid, must
have teased him with my written notes on the
subject, My anxiety to have the matter spoken of
before the House, when Sir James presented the
Petition, was exocessive : but not a word, I believe,
was said. My anxiety could not rest: and, how-
ever little chance there was for a liberal hearing,
from the Colonial Department, T, at last, resolved
to address myself to Lord Bathurst; and the
following correspondence ensued,




GENERAL INTRODUCTION. celxxxvii

CORRESPONDENCE

WITH THE COLONIAL DEPARTMENT.

: London, September 3d, 1821.
My LoRrb,

Having a purpose to collect together a
number of people willing to emigrate to Canada, and to
proceed to that colony for settlement, under the best cir-
cumstances for the comfort of all, it becomes desirable to
know, upon what terms government will grant land in aid
of such purpose.

[t would therefore be obliging, were your Lordship to
order information to be commnnicated to me on the
subject.

I have the honour to be,
Y our Lordship’s obedient servant,

RoBERT GOURLAY.
Earl Bathurst.

Letters find me, addressed to the care of ——————0wnu

— . 35, Abchurch Lane.

Downing Street, Colonial Department,
oth September, 1821,
SIR,

In reply to your letter, dated the third in-
stant, T am directed by Lord Bathurst to acquaint you that
his Majesty’s government no longer give encouragement to
persons proceeding as settlers to his Majesty’s possessions
in North America, beyond a grant of land which they will
receive on applying to the governor of the province, propor-
tioned to the means of cultivation, which they may possess,
on their arrival in the colony.

Passages are not granted by Government.
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
HeNRY GOULBURN.
Mr. Robert Gourlay,
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My LoRrbp,

GENERAL

INTRODUCTION.

London, September 7th, 1821,

Mr. Goulburn has acquainied me, in pur-

suance of your direction, by letter, dated Sth September,

1821, that ¢ his Majesty’s government no longer give

encouragement {o persons proceeding as settlers to his

Majesty’s possessions in

beyond a

grant of land, which they will receive on applying to the

governor of the province, 1)1'up(=rlinuud to the means of

cultivation, which they may possess, on their arrival in

the colony.”

The important point for persons intending to emigrate

18,

to be certain as to the quantity of land which they

will receive for certain means; and that, before they

leave home.

Crossing the Atlantic is a serious matter,

and disappointment, after having crossed it, is still more
so. My brother went out to Upper Canada in 1817,
applied regularly by petition for land : took the oath of

allegiance, and paid fees; but had nothing save insolence

in return.

He remained in the province eleven months,

and then leftit for want of employment and object.

The terms upon which land is granted are changed

from time to

and the fees, which in 1816 were

very trifling, are now raised, for large grants, toa serious

sum, nearly equal to the price at which the best wild

land in the United States can be purchased*.

Were

* The fees, originally, were 371 dollars per each lot of 200

acre¢. 1In 1817, they were raised to 411 dollars ;

and the highest

grant, viz. of 1200 acres, cost a little more than £252.
In the Upper Canada Gazette of January 7th, 1819, the

following official order was published.

Ezecutive Council Office, York, 5th Jan. 1819.

It is this day ordered by his Excellency the Licutenant-

Governor in Council, that, in eonsideration of the inereased value
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seitlers to sail next spring in expectation that on their

arrival in the colony, * they would receive, on applying

of land, (land had been fulling in ]u'.'-t'!, ‘f‘m' three years, and
onlinues to fall, up lo the present time, 1821,) the fee on the
patent on all orders for grants of land, jx]‘unulll:(‘t)d after this date,

shall be according to the following table.

slerling,
g T8

One hu d acre . ) 14 1

T'wo hur 1Cres . . 16 17 " G

Three' hundred acres'’ ' N & o i 24 11 7
Four hundred Werés. " S8 I ey Seeeiatal i ® o by 'S

Five hundred acres P S (N Ry, LT

~I
-
]
—_
(=

Six hundred acres N A B

~F¥

Seven hundred acregd o td %, . . 7. b
Eight bnudred. acres, L., wobiecd Dawlio and <200
Nine hundred acres ctf o unneabla)=i et TG ucy
One thousand acres R P
PR .
Twelve hundred acres A ST S |
J. SMALL,

Clk. Ex. Coun.

3}

Hleven hundred acres

b

In the Upper Canada Gazette of Jan. 6, 1820, the following

official order appeared :

Execulive Council Office, York, 14th Dec. 1819,

Whereas it is desirable to alleviate the situation of the poorer
classes of settlers, by an exemption from any charge on the
patent-deed, and also to remove all obstacles from the more free
accommodation of others, with larger grants than have been
usually made, his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in Council
has been pleased to order, that the first-mentioned class of settlers
may receive a gratuitous grant of fifty acres, under exclusion, beit
understood, from any further grant from the Crown, but with

liberty to lease the reserves.
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to the governor, a grant of land in proportion to the
means of cultivation :” upon the same rule that was fol.

lowed this year, their expeclations might be blasted by

To meet the above gratuity and increased burdens, attending
the purchase and distribution of lands, &c. it is ordered, that the
scale of demands on the grant of one hundred acres, and upwards,
shall be regulated according to the annexed table, to take effect
from the 1st Jan. 1820,

It is further ordered, that the restrietion from sale for three
years be abolished ; and that deeds may issue, on proper
certificates of the performance of settling duties being produced,
The grantee will be required to elear one half of the road in front
of each lot, and the depth of two and one half chains, from the
road, the whole length of every lot, and erect a dwelling house.

FEES.

Upon all grants of land, issuing under orders in Council, bearing
date subsequent to 1st January, 1820, the following sums will be
paid by the patentee:

sterling,

£ s'd
On grants of 50 acres Gl s e 0. 036
On grants of 100 acres ., . . . 12 0
On grants of 200 acres . R 30 0 0
On grants of 300 acres . s 60 0 0O
On grants of 400 acres , | )
On grants of 500 acres . PO
On grants of 600 acres o 150 Ol
On grants of 700 acres il . 175 0 0
On grants of 800 acres . B 200 0 0
On grants of 900 acres . & - 225 0 0
On grants of 1000 acres ., . « « . 250 0 O
On grants of 1100 acres . et 275 0 0
On grants of 1200 acres SR 300 0 0

In three equal instalments, The first, on the receipt of the

location ticket ; the second, on certificate signed of settlement ;
the third, on receipt of the fiat for the patent,
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a change of rule. Tt may be, by next year, determined to
grant no more land, or to grant it on such terms as to
render it not worth the fees, or price put upon it.

By correspondence with various parts of the country,
I am assured that I could get a large body of people
to go with me by next spring, and it is now time to be
making arrangements for an undertaking so arduous and
decisive of fate and fortune. Your Lordship, no doubt,
has controul over all rules for granting land in Canada,
and can therefore assure me upon the subject of my
inquiries.

May I therefore beg the favour that your Lordship
will take matters into serious consideration, and in an-
other communication give me those assurances which are
requisite for my plans being carried into execution, with-
out risk of such disappointment as I have above sup-
posed possible.

I have in view to settle towards the higher part of
Lower Canada, and should wish a grant of land out of
that still in possession of the Crown, which lies nearest
to Montreal. It may be in your Lordship’s power to
determine as to the location in this country, and the
comfort which settlers would have, from such determina-
tion, would be very great indeed. It would enable them
to have preparations made on the granted land before they
got out to take possession of it, very essential both for
comfort and economy.

I am, your Lordship’s obedient servant,

RoserT GOURLAY.
Earl Bathurst,

Address as before mentioned.

No Petition can be entertained, unless accompanied by .a
written character, or a satisfactory reason shewn for sueh not
being produced.

JOHN SMALL,
Cik. Ex, Coun,
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Downing Street, September 15th, 1821,
SIR,

In reply to your letter of the 7th instant,
addressed to Lord Bathurst, I am directed by his Lord-
ship to acquaint you, that it is impossible to give you any
more definite answer than what you have already received,
respecting grants of land to individuals proceeding to the
North American Colonies, the local government being the
only fit judges of the means which a party may possess for
cultivating lands in the province, and of the extent which
it may be proper to assign to them.

I am, Sir,
Y our most obedient humble servant,
HENRY GOULBURN,
Mr. Robert Gourlay.

Margate, 2d October, 189,

My Lorp,

: Mzr. Goulburn’s letter of 15th ultimo, in
reply to mine of the 7th, addressed to your Lordship, reach-
ed me in course; but ill health, which has induced me fo
come to this place for recovery, has caused me to delay
again troubling your Lordship on the subject of emigration.
I haye, indeed, hesitated a little, whether I should continue
this correspondence, being very unwilling to make unavail-
ing trouble. On mature reflection, however, I feel that I
should not be satisfied with myself, without more particu-
larly communicating my views; and your Lordship will, I
trust, listen to explanation, whatever 'be the result.

Mr. Gaulburn says, in his last letter to me, It is im-
possible to give you any more definite answer, than what
you have already received, respecting grants of land to in-
dividuals, proceeding to North American colonies,” Now,
what I wish to treat about, does not concern me as an in-
dividual only., As an individual, T could readily procure,
on going either to Canada, or to the United States of
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America, more land than I could myself cultivate. Ttis
now four years since I first proposed to conduet to Canada
a large party of settlers, and, indeed, to make a continued
business of promoting emigration. T studied the subject in
Canada, found that my scheme could be putin practice, at
once to my own and the public benefit, and took every
means to qualify myself for the undertaking. I sent home
three letters, to be presented to your Lordship, all with one
uniform and settled determination; and, as I have more
and more reflected on what I had, and still have in view,
the more am I inclined to proceed. The letters alluded to,
were dated 3d November, 1817; February 7th, 1818; and
24th March, 1818;
Lordship, throngh the medium of Sir Henry Torrens*.

and, no doubt, were shown to your

In these letters, I spoke of a contract, which I was desirous
to make with Government, for the settlement of Canada
with British subjects ; and it is this contract which I would
still willingly engage with. Under this contract, I could
pay to Government a considerable sum of money for the
land, and greatly promote the comfort and prosperity of
settlers. Although the value of land has, of late years,
greatly fallen in America, I could afford to pay Govern-
ment one dollar per acre; say, for one million of acres to
begin with, by three instalments, at the end of five, six,
and seven years, and so on for an indefinite term, re-
ceiving more and more land from Government, to settle as
the process went on, and payments were made good.
Could your Lordship come toa resolution to promote a
liberal scheme of this sort, within the present month of
October, I could go out to Canada, have arrangements
made for settlement, and be back before April next, to
conduct settlers to their destination. Nothing more would
he required than your Lordship’s countenance, to enable

every thing to be managed to the best advantage. This

# Sec these Letters, page 449, vol. 1L
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country could spare 50,000 people annually, to be thus
conducted abroad; and I should have no difficulty to pro-
cure 10,000 to go out in one body by April next. When
your Lordship has entered into a thorough investigation of
the subject, these numbers will not appear at all extra-
vagant to reckon upon, nor will there seem any difficulty
in managing the concern. The distress throughout the
country, for want of work, is general; and, after the en-
suing term of Michaelmas, will be greatly increased. No
rise in the price of corn will enable farmers to employ la-
bourers so liberally this winter ensuing as they did last
winter, and curtailing employment in Government works,
as is now done by throwing labourers idle one day out of
six, will, I am afraid, greatly aggravate misfortune. Emi-
gration to the fullest extent would not much abate this dis-
tress, as it proceeds from extraordinary causes, which re-
quire special remedies ; but a timely disposition on the
part of Government to promote any species or degree of
relief, would assist in lessening discontent. My hepe of
establishing a liberal system of emigration, does not rest on
the present emergency, nor any tempeorary distress,, Emi-
gration could be carried to greatest extent, and with best
effect, were the country flourishing. In the mean fime,
public calamity ought certainly to plead for its encourage-
ment, and I hope your Lordship may still take serious
thought of the subject. Your Lordship must, ne doubt,
have the fullest information from ey ery quarter, s to the
state of the country, and can need none from me. Hay-
ing viewed both England and Scotland, however, all over

from north te south, and from east to west, with my own

eyes, within the last two years, and, having- from time to

time, information from intelligent correspondents in va-

rious quarters, I cannot resist expressing anxiety and

dread of consequences. On the subject of emigration, I

shall here beg leave to transeribe part of a letter from one

of my friends, dated 28d August, 1821. “ You may get
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as many people as you please, to go from

——— with you to Canada. More than half of the farmers
have been thrown out in the late bad times, and will not
require much persuasion to emigrate. There is one family
that I have spoke to, (I mean one of the sons) that will
gladly go, and, as he was bred to the dairy system, he
might make a figure in that capacity. He would soon get

a dairy-woman with him for a wife, They rented a farm

within a mile of at £517 of rent, on
which they had thirty-eight as fine cows as were in the
country. They failed, and were turned out with great
severity. Their stock sold af less than half-price, and the
farm is now let at £200. They paid rent five years, (I set
them the land myself) and lost at least £1000 by the con-
cern: of this £500 by the harsh roup (sale by auction) of
their stock.”

« Every season great ship-loads of people emigrate from
Greenock to Canada, There is a cargo of 600 or 800 mak-
ing up just now by a Greenock vessel, but loading at Fort
William. But from Greenock itself every ship carries out
emigrants, chiefly country people from the counties of
Renfrew and Ayr. Were I twenty years younger, I would
go myself.”

How noble and generous would it be, my Lord, to set
about arranging plans, by which such poor distressed
people as those above spoken of] could have something like
certainty and comfort to look forward to in the colonies,
whither they are desirous to proceed. Emigrants now ge
out to Canada, only upon a chance of getting land worth
acceptance. A thousand doubts torment them: a thousand
difficulties and disappointments wait upon their movements.
From their native country, and the society of friends, they
have to enter into gloomy solitude : they have to cut out
the road before them into the wilderness : they have there
to take up their abode, while yet unskilled in the art of

settlement, and unprepared by experience, 1o guard against
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numerous and frightful accidents : they have often to strive,
at once, against poverty and sickness. Not onein ten of
those who go out to Canada, have, within themselves,
the means of making comfortable commencement; and
not the half of these can put even sufficient’ means
to speedy and economical account, for want of plan
and arrangement. Public arrangements for emigrants
were miserable, when I was abroad. They are yet alto-
gether defective, and every account sent home gives proof
of consequent misery. All this can be prevented by
your Lordship’s endeavours, if seriously and strenuously
applied, It was reported to me, on coming home, that
your Lordship had said, on hearing some representation
which I had made, as to the distress of emigrants, that “I
should take care of myself,” and, no doubt, it would be well,
could I do so. Could I do this, and benefit tens of
thousands of my fellow creatures, surely it would still be
better. I havesuffered more disappointment than, perhaps,
any man alive, and hold no enviable situation at present;
yet, my Lord, such is the consolation from good intention,
that the balance of enjoyment may not, after all, be greatly
againstme. Ttisin your Lordship’s power to set on foot a
scheme of benevolence, beyond any thing yet witnessed by
the world: it is my de ight to reflect even upon the
possibility of such being realized. There is not 2 man who
is desirous of quitting the country, that it is not politic for
government to aid in his getting out of it; at least if he is
willing to settle in a British Colony. There he can be so
placed as to reimburse every charge incurred by his
removal from home. It would be wrong in me to attempt
going into any detail for your Lordship’s information, asto
plans of settlement, on this occasion ; but, I shall, at all
times, be ready to wait upon your Lordship with every
particular, if required. Last year the Chancellor of the
Exchequer said, that « His Majesty’s Ministers were
disposed to adopt every measure which could really
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contribute to the relief of the labouring classes,” and that
¢« Government were disposed to give every facility to any

practical scheme, for mitigating the distresses of the labour-

ing classes*.” Now, my Lord, I declare myself ready to lay
before you a practical scheme for mitigating distress, by
emigration, with reflection on the above quotation. Y our
Lordship must be sensible, that more than the labouring
classes want relief,  more than half the farmers have been
thrown out in the late bad times, and will not require much
persuasion to emigrate.” These are the words of my
friend, a man of the first-rate intelligence upon such a
subject. These words should seriously be considered by
your Lordship, and they may be submitted to the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, with my offer of a scheme for mitigating
distress. His Majesty’s Ministers can determine imme-
diately as to granting land in Canada: and all that would
be required at present, would be an assurance that, as
many people as were willing, by April next, should be
allowed to settle down so compactls together as best to
promote the general good. Your Lordship must know,
that one-seventh of all the wild land in Canada, when it
comes to be surveyed for settlement, must be set aside, and
:q:i)-'nilrimvll for the maintenance of a protestant clergy;
and, this being settled by law, cannot be altered but by the
interference of the Imperial Parliament : my plan could
proceed without any alteration in this law; but were it

shewn that it would be for general good that the law should

be changed, this, T doubt not, could readily be accompli: he

during next session of Parliament, in time to let settlement
in Canada ]||'|-<‘u't1 free of all obstruction. 1 have not
mmumwl. that your Lordship is icnorant of my p('t'lliiar
sitnation, connected with Upper Canada. Did your Lord-
$hip labour under any prejudice, or misapprehension as

to this, it would still be wrong to allow any thing of the
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kind to intercept schemes of public beneficence. If my
schemes can be shewn to be angelic, your Lordship is
welcome to believe me diabolical. My schemes can be
executed very well, even without my personal engagement
in the performance of them. I havespoken of going out to
Canada forthwith, to prepare the way for emigrants ; but
any other person might go in my place. I have spoken of
it, rather to shew my zeal for publie good, than with any
particular relish for winter voyages; and more than a year
ago, I told Sir James Mackintosh, that I should submit to
go out in chains, rather than that the cause of well-
conducted emigration should fail. If a million of acres
seem too many at once to contract for, or to talk about, a
township of 64,000 acres would give room sufficient to
make an experiment in, To arrange for the settlement of
a single township, I should go out to Canada, if required
by government, withouta farthing of emolument, and merely
upon payment of my expenses. The important point is to
have matters determined on within the present month of
October. I shall be again in town by the end of this week,
and shall be happy to havea definite reply to my suggestions
by Monday or Tuesday next, addressed to me as before.
I am, your Lordship’s obedient servant,

ROBT. GOURLAY.
Earl Bathurst.

w Downing Street, 11th Oct. 1821,
SIr,

I am directed by Lord Bathurst to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, stating, in reply to
my former communication, that it is not your object to
settle individually in Canada, but that you are anxious to
enter into some contract with Government, for conducting

emigranis to that colony, on a very large scale; and to

acquaint you, inreply, that from what is stated in your

letter, Lord Bathurst cannot encourage any expectation of

P

f
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his giving his sanction to the measure which you have in
contemplation.

I am, Sir,

Y our most obedient servant,

HENRY GOULBURN.
Mr. Robt. Gourlay.

Although the above correspondence has proved
of no avail either to me or the public, it is never-
theless valuable for record. It shews how com-
pletely indifferent Lord Bathurst is to the duties
of his office—how callous to distress at home—how
regardless of the interests of Upper Canada. 1
asked him for no favour : I made a proposal advan-
tageous for the public: I offered to effect what
Ministers have pretended that they wished to be
effected. While for many years, under his admi-
nistration, the land of Upper Canada has been
thrown away for nothing, and worse than nothing,
to beget misery to the actual settler, and no good
to the favoured drone—to reward sloth and iniquity,
[ offered him for it a dollar an acre, and this to be
put into the British treasury ; nor should I require
any thing but the patronage of Government to make
good the contract proposed to any extent. I
offered to contract, or merely to assist in doing
good ; but the Minister disdains every proposal.
He will neither do nor letdo. Like the dogin the
manger, his sole object is to prevent enjoyment.
What does such a man get enormous salaries for,
out of the taxation of England? But every body
knows ; and it were pity to lose time with useless
inquiry.
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Since the end of the war, Ministers have prated

over and over again ‘about relieving distress, by
promoting emigration. They have squandered
considerable sums of public money, to make show
of their good will to emigration ; but their words
have been deceitful, and their schemes and efforts
alike delusive—mere pretences of hypocrisy, in the
garb of charity and benevolence.

In April, 1820, < Lord Archibald Hamilton sug-
gested emigration to our colonies in North America,
as the most effectual means of mitigating distress,”
(see page iii) and he had a private conference with
Ministers on the subject. The result was, that
money was privately allowed to assist emigration
from the west of Scotland. Nothing like a plan
was laid down for the economical application of
this money : no clear idea was formed regarding
the art of settlement in the wilderness, whicl is the
grand desideratum, and which should be understood
before a penny more of public money is wasted.
[t is by my kno\\'lcdgc of that art, or shall I call it
a science, after studying it in all its bearings, its
practical process, and its results, for more than four
years, that I could, with the mere patronage of Go-
vernment, fulfil a contract like that above proposed ;
and it is by that knowledge 1 speak with confi-
dence. T suspected that the trifling suggestions of
Lord Archibald Hamilton, privately listened to by
Ministers, and carried into effect in an underhand
and partial way, would come to nothing, I in-
quired into its progress, and could hear nc; good of
it, either here or in Canada ; nay, in Canada, [

_anac
know that It was productive of misery : and now

7
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we see the scheme is abandoned, from an article
which has just appeared in most of the London

newspapers, extracted from an Edinburgh paper e

« EMIGRATION TO CANADA.”

« We learn, that notwithstanding the earnest and reiter-
ated entreaties of the gentlemen of Renfrew and Lanark-
shire, who promoted the recent emigration to Canada, that
Government have decidedly refused giving future emigrants
the pecuniary bounty of £10 to each, which has been en
joyed by those who went out during this-and the preceding
year. Grants of land will be given to settlers as before;
and they will be gratuitously furnished with husbandry im-
plements, but nothing further.”

Here we see the policy of Government lp to
the last moment of time, and two months after I
offered to give my advice and assistance, by which
any number of people might be settled in the North
American colonies, not at a loss even of * hus-
bandry implements,” but to a very great profit for
the country ; not with masery, but comfort to the
emigrants ; not on a small scale, which can effect
no good, but on a large one, which would be every

way advantageous to individuals and the nation.

PUBLICATIONS ON CANADA.

Since I first proposed in Canada to publish a
Statistical Account of the Province, and had that
proposal made known to Lord Bathurst, through
direct communication, and to the British public,
thirough newspapers here, no less than seven pro-
ductions have issued from the press, regarding Up-
per Canada, and chiefly with a view to promote
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emigration thither, Not one of these has given
any thing approaching to a true statement of what
they affect to discuss; and upon the whole, they
have done any thing but good to the province, or
the nation at large. Several of these abound in
such misrepresentations, as no child could fail to
detect ; extolling the government of Canada, ut-
tering execrations against that of the United States,
and slandering all who have connexion with, or
regard for, that country!! Nay, making a river
the boundary between a healthy and pestilent at-
a rich and a sterile soil! Had such

mosphere
stuff been published only by the Honourable, and
Reverend, and Doctor Strachan, whose weakness
1s so well exposed in the above extract from the
Scotsman, it would have been less worthy of no-
tice; but we have a seriés of these trashy per-
formances, obviously cherished with the counte-
nance of government ; and for this reason it will be
of consequence to glance at the whole of them in
order of their dates.

The first was the production of “ CHARLES
E. GrecE, Member of the Montreal and Quebee
Agricultural Societies, and Author of Essays on
Husbandry, addressed to the Canadian Farmers.”
This person seems to have come home from the
vicinity of Montreal (where he appears to have a
farm), a few mouths after the arrival of the Duke of
Richmond in Canada as Governor-in-Chief ; and
one might suspect that he had received a .com-
mission to eulogize a man who never, to my know-
ledge, either did good in the province, or knew

=
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how to doit. He dedicates his book to the Go-
vernor-in-Chief, with these, among other fulsome
compliments : * The justice and humanity of your
administration, and the fostering care and zeal for
the welfare of these provinces, which you have ever
manifested since you were first appointed to the
high office which you now hold, are the strongest
characteristics of true greatness.” The  true
greatness” had by this time shewn itself no where,
that I ever heard of, but in the tennis-court, on the
turf, or elsewhere. And *the justice and huma-
nily,” was then suffering me, a native-born British
subject, to remain in prison, contrary to that con-
stitution, which it was the special business of the
Governor-in-Chief to have understood and main-
tained: but, all this, a sycophant can pass over,
and try to shut his eyes against, by such words as
these, < My confidence is increased by the per-
suasion that your liberal and comprehensive mind
will duly appreciate the motives that have led to
its publication,” and ¢ indeed the chief honour to
which he aspires, as the author of this work, is,
that he may secure your Grace’s approbation, and
have the privilege of subscribing himself,
Your Grace’s most obedient,
And most devoted humble Servant,

CuArLES E. GRECE.
London, March 25, 1819.”

The main part of Mr. Grece’s book, seems to
have little else in view, but to scandalize Mr. Birk-
beck and the Illinois territory ; and I would almost

2




CCCLY GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

suspect, was written for him in London. 1t greatly
resembles the virulent stuff which appeared in the
Quarterly Review, intended at once to throw a
damp on the spirit of emigration, and to scandalize
Mr. Birkbeck. Mr. Grece is ashamed of Mr. Cob-
bett : but cannot resist to bhorrow his darts for
the destruction of my friend. Mr. Grece says,
¢ venemous reptiles are found in the States, though
not in Canada!!!'—nor are the Canadians disturbed
by that worst kind of venemous reptile, so com-
mon in the States of the Union, a rancorous spirit
of party. It is true, a feeble attempt has recently
been made to introduce among us the spirit of
reform, which is only another phrase for a spirit of
anarchy and misery.”

The chief part of the book being thus employed,
an Appendix is added, to give it more the air of
being a farmer’s book, made up of various disjoint-
ed materials ; among which Mr. Grece seems to
pride himself for having, under the patronage of
societies, attempted to grow hemp in Canada!! He
says, ‘‘unfortunately political events obstructed
that effort.” Now, what obstructed that effort
was simply this, that hemp can be raised in Russia
at a fifth part of the expense that it can in Canada,
from the difference in the price of labour: but I
am impatient to have done with a stupid man.

“Tne EMiGraANT’s GuiDE to the British Set-
tlements in Upper Canada,” followed the work of
Mr. Grece. The editor (for this was a compilation)
speaks of ¢ the excellent letter of Mr. Gourlay to
the Gentlemen of Canada,” meaning my first ad-
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dress to the resident land-owners; and then intro-
duces it, shorn of its most excellent part, which
affirms, that “ England alone could spare 50,000
people annually, while she would be refreshed and
strengthened by the discharge, &c.” The com-
piler leaves out this passage in the address, and
fritters down my assertion in his title-page, where
I am made to say, that ‘ England could spare
5000 people annually,” and there, too, the com-
piler thinks proper to quote from another author,
and makes his sentiment appear to be mine; viz.
that ¢ the only ties which ought to bind men to
their country, are the benefits they receive from it,
and this is the only genuine and rational patriotism.”
This book was printed for T. Keys, Coleman-
street, Bank, (London), 1820, and edited by a farm-
er, settled in the London District of Upper Canada,
or his friend.

After this Guipg, came forth «“Tue EwmI-
GrRANT’S Guipe To UppeEr CaNaDA, BY C.
StuarT, Captain of the Honourable East India
Company’s service, and one of his Majesty’s Jus-
tices of the Peace for the Western District of Up-
per Canada.” The Captain is one of the evange-
lical, and, many a time over has recourse to the
words grace, mercy, and providence, to get him out
of difficulties. He cannot decide whether Dur-
ham or Canadian boats are best; but, ¢ under
mercy,” determines that the one kind 1s as safe for
the navigation of the St. Lawrence rapids as the
other. The Captain inveighs heartily against
clergy reserves, and is for ¢ throwing open to settle-
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ment the deeded lands,” without having the
slightest conception of what he would be at, The
Captain says of these lands, that « like rocks in the
ocean they glare in the forest unproductive theni-
selves, and a beacon of evil to those who approach
them.” As the Captain’s motto is * deliberate,
decide, and dare,”? perhaps by this time he has
made an assault on  the deeded lands,” and, in
that case, we may expect to hear that his success
has been somewhat similar to that of Don Quixote
when he assailed the windmills, The poor
Captain, in fact, does not know the drift of his
own ravings. e wrote the first part of his book
on the voyage home, and at landing, hearing for
the first time of the term ¢ Radical,” gets into
agony, and proceeds:

“ Thus far had I written before T reached England.
On my journey to the sea from the Upper Province, I
heard, with alarm and affliction, of the disorders at home,
and my steps were hastened, and my heart throbbed for
my country, and my arm (little as it was) longed to be
raised in defence of her angust authorities. But the
term ““ radical” had not yet reached my ear, and a happy
veil was spread over my eyes.”

The Captain, still in agony, goes through six
pages, and by and by, doubting if the term ¢ radi-
cal” may not be a very good one, says, ‘ I hail the
term as a badge of the brightest honor, and blush
only that I so little merit it.” This poor creature,
after getting, as it was said, a slice of the ¢ deeded

land,” on which his ¢ little arm” wil] never let in
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a ray of light, was suffered to attack me when shut
up in Niagara jail, cut off from all communication
with the press, by the most virulent articles in the
newspapers; and this too, he did, after having
corresponded with the Convention, and having re-

ceived a letter of thanks from it, dictated by me.
“ May the shame fa’ the gear and the blathrie ¢ it.”#*

In the midst of his wildest ravings, the Captain
never forgot to flatter the governor abroad ; and in
his book speaks of the late Governor-in-Chief being
“ of an enlarged and liberal mind, active, public
spirited, and benevolent:” also, of the * bene-
ficent administration of the present Lieutenant-
Governor, Sir Peregrine Maitland.”

The work of the. Hon. and Rev. and, Doctor
Strachan made its appearance soon after the Emi-
grant’s Guide, by C. Stuart, Captain, and Justice
of the Peace; and the most important point 1s,
that these three publications, Giece’s, Stuart’s,
and Strachan’s, which for spleen, cant, and silliness,
have no match, were treated with seeming, respect
by the Quarterly Review of QOctober, 1820, The
eviewer is not pleased with Captain Stuart’s ap-
probation of the Yankee Methodists ; but it is,
nevertheless, a fact, that Yankees and Methodists
are the most exemplary and well behaved people
in the province. One errand of the Captain. to
England was to collect money for religious pur-
pﬂs-es. I dare say he did not get much; and 1

IS

% Quotation {rom the Captain’s quotation.

ug

“
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may take this opportunity of apprizing those who
are inclined to forward religion in Canada, that the
less money they give in a random way the better.
* The mere idea of advancing religion in this way,
draws off attention from the grand causes which
obstruct its advancement —the mal-administration
of public affairs, and the wretched state of pro-
perty. If the money expended in Upper Canada by.
the Society for propagating Christian Knowledge,
the Bible Society, &c. was applied to procure in-
quiry into the state of the provinces, they would
soon be able to provide for themselves bibles and
preachers. I am a sincere well wisher to religion ;
and having seen into the deplorable condition of our
North American colonies, in respect to it, would
earnestly intreat the Quarterly Review, and every
other into whose hand this work may come, to
mmpress what I say on the public mind.

The next publication after Strachan’s VisiT T0
Urper CANADA,was “ A FEW PLAIN DiRrEc-
TIONS to persons intending to proceed as Settlers
to his Majesty’s Province of Upper Canada, by
AN Enerism Farmer.” This was better than
the preceding, in as much as it was accompanied
with a map of the settlements. It speaks, how-
ever, of the ‘ blessings and privileges of the excellent
constitution” of the Provinces, as giving advantage
over the United States, and its « Elysian prairies”
for settlement—of the valuable work of Mr. C.
Grece!! “&c.: otherwise the directions are not
amiss,

“ SkETCHES or Upprr Caxapa, By Jonx
3
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Howisown, Esq. were next offered to the public.
You, Canadians, will remember that Doctor
Howison, assuming the name of * the Traveller,”
while he was advertising for employment among
you as a practitioner of physic, assisted me for
some time with his ¢ rebounds,” in rousing your
attention to the iniquities of the government, and
the pollutions of Little York. You will remember
that he was thought friendly to inquiry, and at-
tended one of the first meetings; that he after-
wards, when all was going on in the most orderly
and peaceable manner, deserted the cause, and
distracted attention from the one thing needful,
by keeping up a silly correspondence with the
major, who is now made sheriff of Niagara dis-
trict, no doubt, as a reward for his zeal against the
cause of inquiry. You will remember that Dr.
Howison said that I had ¢ disgraced” myself, and
that your chief failing was ¢ false pride.” Let us
see what he says now, speaking of the farmers
between Queenston and the head of Lake Ontario.

“ They are still the same untutored, incorrigible beings
that they probably were, when, the ruffian remnant of a
disbanded regiment, or the outlawed refuse of some Eu-
ropean nation, they sought refuge in the wilds of Upper
Canada, aware that they would neither find means of sub-
sistence, nor be countenanced in any civilized country.
Their original depravity has been confirmed and increased

by the circumstances in which they are now placed.”

After hearing that Dr. Howison had come home,
and was to publish Sketches of Upper Canada, I
sent him my compliments, through a merchant of
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Niagara district, now here on business, wishing
to forget the disappointments which he had pro-
duced in Canada; but since the Sketches have
appeared, I am glad that my compliments were not
delivered. The above quotation is too bad. It is
not true: it is not fair: it is not discreet. The
first settlers of Upper Canada, in my own opinion,
were wrong-headed men as to politics; but they
were far from being bad-hearted men, and any
thing but ¢ the ruffian remnant of a disbanded
regiment.” They were soldiers who had done
their duty: who had regarded with reverence their
oath of allegiance: whoé had risked their lives a
hundred times over in support of their principles:
who had sacrificed all which the world in general
holds dear, to maintain their loyalty and honour.
They were any thing but * the outlawed refuse
of some European nation:” they adhered to the
laws of Britain; and for the laws of Britain they
bled. They did not * seek refuge in the wilds of
Upper Canada, aware that they would neither find
means of subsistence, nor be countenanced in any
civilized country.” It is a libel on the British
government to say that they sought refuge; and a
libel on common sense to say that men, who re-
solved to earn their bread by labour, under the
worst cireumstances in the wilds, could not find
means of subsistence any where else. The whole
passage is untrue—is shameful ; and Dr. Howison
should apologize for it in the public prints of this
country. These very farmers whom he scandalizes
so cruelly, stood up for British government most
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nobly during the late war. Many of them lost
their all at that time; and to many of them the
British governmeént is now deeply indebted. Their
claims, well authenticated, were laid before the
home government, at least five years ago; and not
a penny has been paid to them. What now have
these men to say to Dr. Howison, who has slan-
dered their character, and injured their credit at
home? What have the farmers of Niagara dis-
trict to support their loyalty, should another in-
vasion of the province ensue? Their treatment is
indeed a reproach to British government. The
mass of first settlers in Upper Canada were ¢ true
men,’ and to this day there is a peculiar cast of
goodness in their natures, which distinguishes
them from their neighbours in the United States.
There were among them ruffians of the very worst
description; and lsaac Swayze stands forth as a
specimen. His Majesty’s ministers needed spies,
and horse stealers, and liars, and perjured villains;
and America furnished such characters, just as
England can furnish an Oliver and an Edwards.
Why should a whole people be slandered, because
of a few ? The Canadians have indeed dezenerated
from the date of their first settlement. They have
been debased by provincial governinent: they
have been polluted by a mixture of bad fellows
from all quarters, taking refuge among them ; and
to use the words of Dr. Howison, “ depravity has
been confirmed by the circumstances in which they
are now placed.” Still the great mass of them are
well meaning, honest, sober, and industrious men ;
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and it will be the fault of the British government
if they are lost to this country as loyal subjects,
Simplicity is the prevailing characteristic of Ca-
nadian farmers ; and this springs from ignorance.
It is not the farmers who are the depraved of
Canada. It is the councillors, the priests, the
magistrates, and all who depend on government;
and among these men there is depravity of the
most odious kind. It was to root out this de-
pravity that made me enthusiastic, when writing
in Canada, on public affairs. Before I began to
rouse public attention to the causes of abomination
in that country, I had privately communicated to
Dr. Howison the speech of a magistrate, which
should have sunk deep into his reflection—a
speech so horrible, that it cannot be repeated.
From this, and other speeches, and conduct of
the higher classes (if I may, for distinction sake,
make use of the term) there was no hope of mo-
rality gaining ground in the province among the
lower classes. Some of those who set themselves up
for the respectables—the gentlemen of the country,
were, in fact, the most ignorant, mean, disgusting,
and infamous characters that ever came under
my observation. I saw into the seat of disease;
and as a surgeon thinks it no disgrace to foul his
fingers with cutting out a cancer, so I thought it
duty to expose the gentlemen of Upper Canada,

while Dr. Howison was trifling with a creature

who had not sense to be a gentleman even in

appearance. Dr. Howison wrote in Canada only

to trifle; and now we see the consummation,
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We see a book very well written ; very readable as
a romance—the tale of a sentimental weak man;
but, as it affects men and their serious affairs,
worse than trifling—scandalous. To say all the
ill he could of Canada, and no good of it, is unfair,
—is deceitful. To speak as he has done of the
people of Niagara district, who were favourably
disposed towards him, and from whom he expe-
rienced many civilities, is indiscreet, is ungenerous,
1s ungrateful.

Dr. Howison accompanies his Sketches with
“ practical details for the information of Emigrants
of every class;” but, after reading his book, who
would be inclined to emigrate to Upper Canada?
who would choose to associate with a ** ruffian rem-
nant,” and ¢ outlaws,” whose *“depravity” has
been ¢ confirmed and increased” P 'Who would not
laugh at his parting exclamation about the “ happy
shores of Upper Canada™ ?

Scandalous as Dr. Howison’s book is, I have yet
hope that it may do some good. It is well written,
and will be read with some degree of relish, which
none of the other works spoken of have been, or
can be. If it does not make the people at home
in love with you, Canadians, it may yet excite
a desire in their bosoms to better your condition.

The seventh, and latest publication, is a very
slender affair of twenty-five pages, intitled,
““ SKETCHES OF A PLAN FOR SETTLING IN Up-
PER CANADA, BY A SETTLER.” It takes up my
notion of connecting emigration with the reduction
of poor rates ; but it is manifest that ¢ THE SET-
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TLER” has not very deeply studied the subject
of settling “ an almost unlimited number of the
unemployed labourers of England.” He must
study hard, and a great deal more to be ready to
start with advantage by  the Ist of February,
1822.” Let it be the 2d of April, (for I would
have none go off’ for Canada till after fool’s day)
and perhaps I may go with him and assist. But
I forget; Lord Bathurst would not patronize me.
Perhaps he is going to make a shew of doing some-
thing for ¢ the settler,” and we must only watch
that it may be no humbug;—nothing like that of
the Perth Settlement in Upper Canada, or the
more expensive experiment at the Cape of Good
Hope! The subject of settlement is one of vast
importance. It never has been understood; and
it is pity that it should be trifled with. It is now
upwards of four years since I was convinced that
the Americans themselves, who have been the
greatest settlers in the world, did not understand
the art. It will be observed, that I said so in my
first Address to the Resident Land-owners of Upper
Canada (page cxcii) ; I have, since the date of that

Address, devoted to the subject my days and nights ;
and if I shall be so fortunate as to gain public at-

tention, it shall be my greatest Joy to make known
my plans. Hitherto the settlement of the wilder-

ness has uniformly been accompanied with a low-
ering of human character, I contemplate, at once,
the improvement of man and the land, which the

Creator of all meant that he should occupy and
improve,
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I have now, under this head, to say a little of
my own work. My first proposal to publish a
Statistical Account of Upper Canada, was con-
nected with my immediate private interest. [t
would have assisted greatly my project of establish-
ing a land agency. Canada offered peculiar
advantages in this project. 1 could reecruit for
emigrants to Canada all over the United Kingdom,
which 1 could not do to the United States,
because of our emigration laws*; and the
publication of a Statistical Account, well au-
thenticated, was the best and simplest mode of
making Canada known. The opposition of a priest,
to this simple proposal, should never be forgotten ;
but it was not his opposition which had any thing
to do with my change of measures.. 'T'he discovery
that your Governors neither understood nor paid
respect to the laws, whereby property had value,
induced me to pause ; and greater experience gave
assurance that it was right to do so. I could not
hounestly invite settlers to a country, while gross
mismanagement subsisted in the Government; and
now, I believe, you are all sensible of the mischief
which has ensued. We should never repine at the
events of life; we should improve upon them; and

this I shall say, that after the gayest visions, which

| =

¥ Some years ago, a person was arrested for enticing away
people from the Highlands of Scotland to America, and impri-
goped for months, - Ovders have, of late years, been issued to
suspend the rigour of law; but still there is no certainty of free-

dom to emigrants. Emigration laws should be abolished.
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first presented themselves to my mind, of settling
in Canada, fled : after ill succeeded ill ; and, up to
this hour, misfortune seems to have no end; still 1
am hopeful that all is for the best.
My political warfare in Canada brought out se-
crets, and displayed characters which it was of
utmost consequence to have exposed: indeed, what
could mark the miquity of your Government so
well, as the sufferings to which I was subjected.
The whole, T hope, has laid the ground-work of
thorough reform. If health and strength fail not,
I shall not fail; and, circumstances every day
unite to aid my endeavours. My work is now no
longer a call to emigrants to go out to Canada: it
is a call for inquiry into corruption, mismanage-
ment, and mis-rule. The book has swelled on
my hands; but it is full of valuable documents.
It exhibits both things and men: it traces pro-
vincial policy from its root upwards to its can-
kered branch and its fading leaf. It is now di-
vested of all little selfish considerations: it now
contemplates only great and benevolent objects.
If these are 'made good, emigration will indeed be-
come a glorious theme, and Canada will flourish.
If these objects are not carried, all Guipgs to
Upper Canada must be guides to wretchedness, as
they have hitherto been; and all comparisons
which go to make the British provinces appear su-
perior to the United States for settlement, must
be false, and deulsive, and treacherous. No man
ever regarded Upper Canada with fonder eyes than
myself: no man ever devoted so much of his life
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to do it lasting good : no man wishes better to it,
even up to this hour, than me; but I must not,
and shall not, prefer Canada to truth.

APPEAL.

In the outset of this General Introduction, I
have exhibited my case as a banished British sub-
Ject: produced documents: stated what course I
was pursuing, and about to pursue for redress. In
the body of my work, I have completed my reason-
ing on your monstrous sedition law, and proved to
demonstration, that that law never could, and
never was meant, to apply to a British subject;
and never should have been applied, as it was, to
me. «While in Scotland last winter, I wrote to the
gentleman in town, who has charge of my appeal
business, to procure, if necessary, the assistance
of counsel, to draw up my petition to the King in
council. He laid my printed Circular before Mr.
Adam, an eminent counsellor; but Mr. Adam
entirely mistook the object which I had in view.
Looking back to the first part of this Introduction,
printed more than a year ago, you will observe
that I never trusted to redress by the ordinary
course of law. My complaint is not only that I
was illegally imprisoned in Canada; but, that by
cruel treatment, I was deprived of my natural
powers of defence ;—that I was incapable of it ;
and, indeed, had the court which tried me put me
to death, instead of mocking me with a trial, cir-
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cumstanced as I was, its conduct would not have
been a more fit subject for parliamentary inquiry.
My appeal is, and always has been, against vio-
lence ; and violence of such a nature as cannot be
taken cognizance of by the usual forms of law. I
have been willing to follow out every course of
law, and to leave no stone unturned within the
precincts of ceremony and form; but, from the
beginning, I had no hope, save in extrajudicial in-
quiry. It was conviction of this which induced
me to write to Sir James Mackintosh, as to the
newspaper report of his speech, (page liii), to pro-
cure from him a contradiction of that report; and
the opinion of ‘Mr. Adam makes it still more ne-
cessary for me to guard myself from error. I shall
here produce that opinion, with its sentences
numbered for clearer reference.

1st. I have read Mr. Gourlay’s statements, and the act
of the Legislatare of Upper Canada, with the greatest
attention, and the only remedy that is open to him, if the
conduct he complains of is illegal, is, in my opinion, to
bring an action in the courts of Upper Canada, or in this
country, (if any of the persons who acted in or contributed
to his imprisonment, are to be found in' the country), to
recover damages for the imprisonment he underwent, and
his forcible removal from the Province, supposing he has
sustained ‘any injury, and that the conduct of those who
have so injured him, was nof justifiable by the local law.
2d. Mr. Gourlay has a clear and distinct remedy by ac-
tion ; but the King in Council can_afford him ne relief for
the personal wrongs he has sustained; nor can he hope for
any compensation by petitioning the House of Commons.
3d. It is, undoubtedly, open to Mr. Gourlay to petition
9

72
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the King and the Parliament, either on ‘the score of his
individual grievances, or the general ill government of the
Province ; but, it is quite hopeless to expect any personal
remedy, except by pursuing the only course the law points
out, an action in a court of law. 4th. With respect to the
legality of the proceeding against Mr. Gourlay, in Upper
Canada, it must not be overlooked, that the statute con-
tains a clause, (now become not uncommon), by which the
burthen of proving that a person accused is not in the situ-
ation pointed out by the statute, is thrown upon him-=a
severe provision, and in direct opposition to the general
rule of law, which imposes the necessity of proving the
whole case upon those who allege the fact.  5th. It seems
clear Mr. Gourlay did not do so, nor does it appear that
he offered to do so, either before the magistrate, or on his
trial. Gth. Indeed T had collected from page 6, (Petition to
the House of Commons), that he had not taken the oath of
allegiance before his commitment. 7th. Tt'is true that it
appears from his affidavit, 13th Janunary, 1819, that he had
taken the oath en or befere that day. - 8th. But it does not
state when ; nor does it appear that that affidavit was ever
used judicially. 9th, I apprehend, therefore, that it must
be taken, that Mr. G, was amenable to the act.
W. G. ADAM,
Lincolw’s Inn, 24th Feb. 1821.

Before making remark on the above opinion, let
me again state, that | only wanted the assistance
of counsel to dram up my petition. Writing to
my solicitor, from Fifeshire, 7th February, 1821,
I said, ¢ Lest assistance of counsel should be re-
quired to draw up the petition, I beg leave to in-
close a bill on London, per £10, to account.” [
had not only got the opinion of Sir Arthur Piggott
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specially, and that of other lawyers, generally,
that my confinement was illegal; but I had made
myself thoroughly acquainted with the subject;
and I defy all contradiction to the facts and rea-
sonings thereon, which I have in this work pro-
duced, to shew that the Canadian sedition law is
not applicable to a British. subject. 1 wanted no
opinion as to this; but behold here is an opinion,
and one which decides that I was ¢ amenable to
the act”!!! Such an opinion having come into
my hands, it is necessary to expose and criticise
it; and, without wishing to be personally disre-
spectful to Mr. Adam, merely for my own salva-
tion, and to maintain my great and valuable right
as a British subject, I shall not scruple to be free.
The opinion before us is an excellent specimen of
the misconception, shallowness, confusion of ideas,
and bad reasoning, which constitutes ¢ the glo-
rious uncertainty of the law,” and by which law-
yers « take away the key of knowledge.” I shall
examine it in regular order. Mr. Adam sets out
with saying that he has read my statement and the
act * with the greatest attention:” and yet he
passes over the chief thing complained of—the se-
verity of my treatment, which rendered me unfit
for trial, and which ought to annul the whole pro-
ceeding, whether I was subject to the act or not.
The act itself does not justify undue harshness,
even to an alien; and had even an alien been
treated as | was, it might have been becoming in
the British Parliament to have taken his part, and
to have addressed the King on the subject, not
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only to make amends to the suffering individual,
but to maintain national honour. Harsh treatment
to any one in a jail is criminal ; and upon proof of
it, most assuredly, the sherift, or whoever else has
been criminally concerned, may be punished: but
to proceed. The whole of the three first sentences
only lead to confusion and mistake. I never could
have doubted, for a moment, as to my remedy by
action, against those who imprisoned and mal-
treated me in prison. If all had been regular ; if
I had been able to protest against the trial, or keep
up to the forms of law, and have appealed to a
higher court under an arrest of Judgment, or bill
of exceptions, all might have been managed sucs
cessfully. In the course of law my sentence
might have been reversed, and then in the course
of law I could have prosecuted for damages; but
under severity of treatment 1 lost these advantages,
and till this severity of treatment is inquired into,
and the unjust consequences removed, all hope of
my obtaining redress must be small. It 1s, indeed,
perfectly astonishing to me how Mr. Adam could
think for a moment on the subject, and suppose
any doubt existed as to this. I mean yet to peti-
tion both Houses of Parliament, besides the King
in Council, but expect no ¢ personal relief,” as
Mr. Adam expresses it, directly from them. I
expect them to determine that the act was not ap-
plicable to British subjects, and they can easily do
so; and I expect them further to listen to evi-
dence that I was, by severity of treatment, ren-
dered unfit for fair trial. This done, I expect that

X
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they will address the King to interfere and restore
me to my just rights—to have the sentence of the
court annulled, and a liberty granted me to com-
mence and carry on prosecution against the par-
ties by whom I was imprisoned and mal-treated
in jail. I may not succeed : my expectations may
be blasted. The Queen of England was wronged :
her enemies failed in their persecution; but still
she was denied her rights; and mine will have
much less strength to support them : nevertheless,
I think it duty to persevere ; and, while I have life,
I shall do so.

In his fourth sentence, Mr. Adam comes to con-
sider the legality of my imprisonment, and instantly
gets within the body of the statute, to make out
omens from its entrails. How perfectly absurd!
The statute either is or is not applicable to British
subjects, altogether independent of its garbage.
Blind to this great truth, Mr. Adam, in his fifth,
sixth, and seventh sentences, runs on to question
matters of no importance whatever; and from
these comes to a conclusion! Mr. Adam rests im-
portance on my not having taken the oath of alle-
glance as prescribed by the Act, when it was not
necessary for me to take the oath of allegiance at
all. ' My natural allegiance was protection enough.
I never thought any thing more was required for
procuring my enlargement, but the fact that I was
a native-born British subject; and only allowed
the attorney, who conducted the process, to take
what other steps he chose, as they could not injure
my plea, and seemed to give less excuse for my
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detention in jail. The fact that [ wasa native-born
British subject was notorious ; Dickson knew this
well : Chief Justice Powell never pretended igno-
rance of it; and upon the knowledgé of this alone
he was bound to set me free.

Canadians ! I wish you to understand that any
delay of my return to the province, after all the
forms of appeal are gone through, will not proceed
from want of success. When it suits my conve-
nience, I shall tread again on the soil of Upper
Canada, even in the face of imprisonment and
death. I put this whole affair on record, not as it
concerns myself as a private individual, but as it
concerns the most sacred right of a British subject.

PAUSE,

It has been stated (page ccx) that I puta second
volume to press, in the hope that a commission
would come home from Canada last summer. 1
was not only disappointed in this; but in much
more than this. On the 10th September a packet
reached me, containing the Report of a Parliamentary
Committee, and a Gazette of Upper Canada. I
had been previously prepared to hear that my
friends in your Assembly were foiled in attempts
to procure inquiry-~that they were out-voted; or
that the measure had been thwarted by the Legis-
lative Council or the Governor ; but what was my
astonishment to find that not one of them had
moved in the matter, and that a Parliamentary
¥ 2

——
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Committee had been sitting only to excite con-
tempt, with a pensioner of Government in the
chair, prating about things which should be left to
themselves, reflecting on the corn laws of England,
yet fostering corn laws in the province, and desiring
the adoption of them by Lower Canada!! Holding
talk about a grand navigation, and appointing Com-
missioners, without thinking for a moment as to
the means of execution; in short, trifling with
every thing, and wholly neglecting what was most
needful—a submission of your whole public affairs
to the consideration of the Imperial Parliament.
The moment that I read the Gazette and Committee
report, every sanguine hope vanished. I felt dis-
gusted: expressed my disgust; and soon after
resolved to make a complete pause in my operations
here, which I had trusted would be profitably
brought to a close, by at least some encouragement
and countenance from Canada. Finding that not
one of your representatives had done you service,
and that from the gross ignorance which prevailed
in your Parliament, that any thing but good could
be expected from its endeavours, I flung aside my
plans for settlement in the wilderness: I relinquish-
ed my sanguine hope of seeing the grand eanals of
the St. Lawrence and Niagara exeeuted through
provincial wisdom : I resolved to narrow my views,
at least for a time, and rest my remaining hope with
the people of England, who have so long been put
to enormous expense in nursing up a colony,
only for disgrace and degradation. About two
months after this resolution was taken, the people
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of England had a sample of what soured me with
your parliamentary representatives served up to
them.

Morning Post, November 15, 1821.

On the 28th September last, a meeting was held by the
anhabitants of the county of Halton, in the Gore district of N
Upper Canada. The chair was filled by James Croeks, f
Esq. M. P., and the following resolutions were adopted :—

1. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the re-
strictions and regulations at present existing in Great
Britain, with respect to the importation of grain and flour
from these provinces, are such as amount almost to a pro-
hibition ; and that to their operation is to be attributed, in
a great measure, the present distress of our agriculture and
commerce ; and unless means be devised for our speedy
and effectual relief, the certain ruin and bankruptey of the
entire farming and commercial interests must ensue.

2. That though a nominal market for grain and fleur,
the produce of these colonies, is supposed to exist in the
southern parts of Europe, yet such are the systems pursued
in those countries, and so great the disadvantages under
which we labour, from the competition and rivalship of other
countries more favourably situated, and who, from prox-
imity of situation, are in possession of greater facilities, that
our efforts to obtain relief therefrom must be totally una-
vailing. 8o evident indeed are these advantages, that it is
not known that a single shipment has been made to-any of
them the past or present years.

3. That notwithstanding the apparent advantages of a
trade with the West Indies, it has been found, on close
inspection, and indeed from actual experience, that they
are but few in number, and doubtful in effect. The indi-
rect trade encouraged between them and the United States,
under the authority of the Free Port Act, and the in-




céexxvi GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

creased expense of bringing our produce to market, in con-
sequence of our remote situation and the difficulties ocea-
sioned by the obstruction of our navigation in winter, ren-
dering it impossible for us to enter these markets with any
thing like a fair competition, or reasonable chance of
Success.

4. That the interests of the two provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada are so mutually interwoven, that it were
to be wished some measure could be devised (in concert) to
remove existing obstacles, and facilitate new arrangements,
more likely to contribute to the general welfare.

5. That the existing regulations in Lower Canada, whieh
admit the importatien of American produce, to be there
consumed, without any duty being imposed upon it, are
directly in the face of that reciprocity which ought to exist
between the two provinces in their commercial inter-
course with each other, as it not only tends to depress the
price of Upper Canada produce, but renders nugatory the
laws thereon existing for its protection.

6. That the want of an outlet for our grain, and the con-
sequent depression of prices, has an immediate tendency
to encourage its conversion into spirits, the increasing con-
sumption of which is destructive alike to the morals and
industry of the inhabitants.

7. That a great proportion of the wants of the inhabit-
ants of this country has been hitherto supplied from Great
Britain, by way of barter; that such trade must entirely
cease, from the impossibility of making payments, unless
our grain and flour be admitted there for consumption.

8. That although our distresses have been progressive,
yet their approach has been so steady and unremitted, as to
have overwhelmed the inhabitants with consequences the
most ruinous, and with a rapidity which no caution or fore-
sight could guard against. 1In these appalling circum-
stances, we see but little prospect of relief, unless by a
direct application, hy petition, to the justice and generosity

a
o
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of his Majesty’s Government, and the Imperial Par-
liament.

9. That with this view a Committee, consisting of twelve
persons, be appointed to prepare and forward such petitions
as may be deemed necessary to promote the objects recom-
mended in the foregoing resolutions.

10, That the Committee consist of J. Crooks, Esq. M..P.,
Manuel Ovenfield, William Chisholm, Daniel C. Redy,
Walter Nichol, Titus G. Simmons, Absalom Shade, John
Erb, Alexander Brown, Robert Murray, James M*Bride,
and James Biggar, Esquires.

11. That this Meeting recommend it as a measure of
vital import to the Canadas, that similar meetingsbe held
in the several counties throughout the provinces.

The opinions entertained of the above, you will
be able to judge of from the following extracts :—

“ Morning Chronicle, November 17, 1821.

“ That these poor people (remarking upon the above) are
grievously distressed, and have long been so, is a matter of
notoriety ; but they are rather unfortunate in the selection
of remedies, which appear in these resolutions. They wish
the repeal of the Corn Bill. They wish the monopoly of
the supply of the West Indies. They wish a Corn Bill for
Lower Canada. Why do they wish us to repeal the Corn
Bill, and to grant them the monopoly of the West India
market? We gain nothing by Upper Canada: the inha-
bitants pay no taxes : an immediate sum of money is raised
by taxation from the people of this country, and spent in
that province. Why should we levy a tax on the West
Indies, in the shape of the additional price occasioned by
a monopoly, for their relief?”

«« Traveller, November 17, 1821.
“Upper Canada is the most fertile partof the North Ame-
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rican continent, blessed with a most delightful climate, with
unexampled means of internal navigation, with the privilege
of importing its wheat into Great Britain when our market
price is 67s. (instead of being excluded, like other coun-
tries, till the price is 80s.); the charge of its army is paid
by Great Britain; yet, with all these advantages, the inha-
hitants are languishing, not in absolute want (for in such a
situation no man can want food), but in the lowest condition
to which well-fed animals can be reduced. On the oppo-
site side of the rivers and lakes, in the territory of the
United States (much of which has been settled more re-
cently than Canada), there is the most striking difference.
The country is full of the most flourishing villages ; and it
is remarkable, that while in the United States there is now
not the smallest village without a steeple (while scarcely
such a thing is to be seen in Canada), or at least a place of
worship. - This fact, among others, a tour recently publish-
ed by Mr. Howison, evidently without any political par-
tiality, bears testimony to. It is to be remarked, in addi-
tion, that our Government always gives away its land (fees
of course excepted), while the lowest price obtained by the
American Government for their’s is two dollars per acre¥,
That there is mismanagement the mere results shew; but
the details of the jobbing which produces them, and the
policy which has sent so many wretched settlers to the
coast of Africa, while almost a boundless quantity of the

best land might have been obtained for them so much nearer

* My last letter from the United States (dated 18th September,
1821) gives me the following as the current prices of land in that
country :—Credit sales in the Genesee country, near Lake Ontario,
five dollars per acre ; and south towards Pennsylvania, two to five
dollars. Cash sales, few or rather none. United States land in
Ohio, Michigan, Iliinois, and Indiana, one and a quarter dollar,
cash all down,
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kome, will be well worthy of the attention of those who wish

to see how the least good can be done at the greatest ex-
pense.”

““ Times, November 23, 1821.

“ Quebec Gazettes of the 19th October arrived yester-
day. They present a deplorable picture of agricultural
distress in both the Canadas. The absence of all demand
for wheat had compelled several farmers in the district of
Montreal to send hay, oats, and vegetables, in boats, down
the river for the chance of a market at Quebec. In some
of the parishes of Montreal, which formerly sold great
quantities of wheat for exportation, farms partly cleared,
with a log-house and barn, had been sold at Sheriffs’ sales
for less than the usual law expences incurred to effect the
sale. One immediate consequence of this distress was ex-
pected to be the compelling the farmers to resort to family
manufactures for their supply of clothing, as they must soon
otherwise be without the means of protecting their bodies
against the inclemency of the seasons.”

““ Scotsman, November 24, 1821.

“The same distress in which the British farmers are in-
volved seems to have extended to the farmers of Upper
Canada, who are holding meetings, and voting resolutions,
condemnatory of that clause in the late corn law, which pre-
vents the importation of Canadian wheat into this country,
until the home price reaches 67s. a quarter. But while
they are loud in their cry against the monopoly established
in favour of the British farmers, they are themselves stre-
nuously denouncing the impolicy of those regulations
“which permit the importation of American produce into
Lower Canada, without any duty being imposed upon it”!
Fall liberty to export their produce to England would not

satisfy these gentlemen. They must besides have a mono-
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poly erected in their favour, and be invested with the ex-
clusive command of the market of their neighbours! A
modest demand, truly ; but quite in the taste of the practi-
cal Statesman of the Board of Trade.”

Here you see, Canadians, what the people of
England think of your Township Resolutions,
countenanced by James Crooks, Esq. M. P. The
extracts, here produced, are from newspapers of the
very first respectability, and all of them noted for
their hostility to the Corn Laws of England. They
are the very newspapers which most heartily would
have taken you by the hand, had you come home
with liberal demands; but you see how they pity
and despise you, when on the same paper you
exhibit impertinent comments on English legis-
lation, and the most grasping selfishness. It was
this, and more than this, which turned my sto-
mach the tenth of September, one thousand, eight
hundred, and twenty-one years ; (see vol, 11, page
560) and I am, indeed, happy to shew you that
similar causes have produced a similar effect upon
the minds of men of the first-rate talents and
respectability, in this country. Of all men, you
had least reason or right, to complain ef the Eng-
lish Corn Act. To you it is most liberal. Al-
lowing your wheat to be sold in England, when
prices rise here to 67s., was a mighty favour; and
of that you complain!! No man was more op-
posed to the Corn Bill of England than myself.
I posted the Bath Society, in 1815, as infamous,
for proposing that bill to parliament; declaring
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the measure to be “ selfish, futile, and impolitic ;”
but in your place 1 should have said nothing
against it. Your present distresses may be traced
to other causes than the Corn Laws of England.
This is not the place to enlarge upon these, but
a glance at one of them will be sufficient for my
purpose,

The Halton petition speaks of the “ certain ruin
and bankruptcy of the entire farming and com-
mercial interests;’” but the * justice and generosity
of his Majesty’s government” canuot now help that,
and be otherwise consistent and fair.  Your debts,
contracted when wheat sold readily among you at
8s. per bushel, cannot be soon paid when the
price is two shillings; far less when there is no
price at all. But why did you contract debts?
It did not follow, because money was made plenty
and cheap by the immense issues of government
during the war, that you were to be more and
more extravagant, Let any one of you look back
for ten years, and say if he might not at this mo-
ment have been clear of debt, had he taken ad-
vantage. of the precious opportunities which have
now fled. You were extravagant: you went on
contracting debts when you might have paid them
off ; and now you are unable to pay. Your plan,
now, is to become bankrupt at once, and bid adieu
to ruin. There is no dishonour, under certain
circumstances, in becoming bankrupt; and justice,
as well as prudence, often plead for it. A Cana-
dian farmer has not much to fear in bankruptcy.
He can support himself and family with four hours
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laboura day ; and with eight hours labour he may
have luxuries and fine clothes, all from the growth
of his own farm, and by domestic industry.  With
so fine a country as you possess, and the right of tax-
ing yourselves, itis even impious to be sending home
petitions like that before us. You may be happy
and contented without foreign trade, and though the
mouth of the St. Lawrence were frozen up for ever.
What, think you, became of Adam and Eve after be-
ing turned out of Paradise, without a soul to trade
with!! You are slothful, and, of course, poor.
You are grossly ignorant: and Mr. James Crooks
does not blush to subscribe to it! Dr. Howison
tells us in his Sketches that nobody can prevail
with you without « flattering your wvanity.” 1
never did and never shall flatter your vanity; for
out of vanity nothing can be expected but vexation
of spirit. "It was for very different objects that
I wished your parliamentary representatives to send
home a commission from those which appear on the
face of the Halton petition. 1 wished to see
glaring  obstructions to improvement removed:
I wished to see your just claims on government
satisfied out of means well used in the province:
I wished to see a liberal system of government
introduced, the pride of power humbled, and
business attended to: I wished to see Canada
become profitable to England, instead of hanging
upon her as a burthen : I wished to see you throw
aside all taxes, but one, upon land, by which you
might in time correct the wretched state of pro-
perty now 'existing, which smothers you up
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among reserves, and unoccupied grants of drones
and absentees. I wished to see you obtain a loan
from England for the execution of great public
works, on the security of such a tax. I wished
to see 50,000 emigrants annually settled on the
waste lands of the crown. My ideas were great,
and good, and practicable ; but ignorance and
vanity have, for the present, blasted them.

There is not a single clause of the Halton Resolu-
tions that does not contain something foolish or
offensive. Thesecond and third expose the natural
disadvantages of Upper Canada, while her manifold
natural advantages are forgotten,— advantages
which, if improved by good government, would
quite outbalance the disadvantages so peevishly
dwelt on by the inhabitants of Halton. Upper
Canada cannot meet the United States of America
in West India markets, not because of her ¢ remote
situation, and the difficulties occasioned by the
obstruction of navigation in winter,” but because of
the inferiority of government ; and because of the
bad state of property above spoken of, which renders
it impossible for the Canadian farmer to cultivate
with economy and profit ; which indeed retards all

* People from the United States even supply vegetables to
Kingston market; and newspapers are half the price in the States
that they are in Canada—all from the bad state of property.
Upper Canada contains about seven people to the square mile:
the State of New York thirty people. Here is a simple cause;
and in the course of this work I have again and again pointed
to 1t,
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improvement, and -makes every thing dear*,—
which beastifies society, and insults us at home
with the publication of the Halton Resolutions!
The expense of sending produce to Quebec, and
thence to the West Indies, is a mere bagatelle, to
the expense and waste sustained by bad manage-
ment nathin the province of Upper Canada.

The G6th clause of the resolutions cants about
injury to the “ morals and industry of the inhabit-
ants,” from distillation in the province ; while it is
a fact, that the province has all along stunk from
end to end, with West India rum !!

In the 8th clause, little prospect of relief is seen,
“ unless by a direct application, by petition, to the
Justice and generosity of his Majesty’s Government
and the Imperial Parliament ;’’ and this application,
forsooth, must be made through such a medium as
a County Meeting, with a Member of Parliament
in the chair, who had neither the ingenuousness to
countenance the Convention of friends to inquiry,
nor manly resolution to stand up in his place in
Parliament last session, and insist on @ commission
being sent home!! It is quite sickening : my pa-
tience is exhausted with such a display of ignorance
and vanity. 1 had reflections to make on the
general perversity of mankind: I had designed to
cast my eye back on the foregoing pages, and make
some remarks on the conduct of my Lord Holland,
Sir James Mackintosh, Sir Robert Wilson, &e.:
besides having once more at Mr. Cobbett, the
cleverest fellow of them all; but really, my good
Canadians, the resolutions of James Crooks, Esq.
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M. P. and his neighbours of Halton, have quite
cloyed my desire for criticism and censure upon
the conduct of any man, woman, or thing on this
side the Atlantic.—AprEU.

COLONIAL GOVERNMENT.

On this subject I shall address myself
To the People of England.

Since the United States made good their inde-
pendence by the sword, North American Colonies
must have cost us little less than fifty millions of
pounds sterling; and I question if they have
returned so many farthings for our governmental
care. Till of late the annual charge could not be
much less than half a million ; and this fact I shall
maintain, that instead of throwing away money on
these colonies, we may draw from them a con-
siderable revenue, merely by the economical dis-
posal of waste lands. At the present time, when
the bonds of society are ready to burst with over-
strained taxation, surely, such a consideration
ought not to be thought a trifling one.

Our North American colonies are not yet ripe
for independence, or that should be granted them ;—
not independence of the crown, but of ministers.
The colonies stand in need of kind nursing for ten
years to come; at the end of which period they
might be allowed to meet in Convention, and
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choose a government for themselves. It is their
interest to remain for ever connected with this
country, and there is not the slightest reason to
suppose that they would ever harbour a wish to
throw off its sovereignty, or deny us the right of
disposing of waste lands to the best advantage.
Set free from the wretched controul of haughty,
ignorant, and capricious governors, they would
most assuredly cherish a pride in their affinity to
the parent state: they would remain for ever our
friends, and fellow-subjects. Were a liberal sys-
tem of government established in the Colonies, li-
beral minded men would spring up there; and,
thither, liberal-minded men would emigrate from
Britain. It is from liberality alone, that Britain
can retain and derive benefit from her colonies.
Let us then at once have liberality.

Looking back to the history of America, how
simple do the means appear by which we might
have retained the United States. Good heavens!
what madness was it to drive free-born A mericans
to rebellion, by denying them the rights of men!
What folly to imagine that we, islanders, could
coerce the people of a continent, 3,000 miles re-
moved! Had Americans been permitted, in due
time, to govern themselves, they never would
have denied to this country the right of disposing
of waste land ; and by the judicious disposal of
that we could not only have drawn home a consi-
derable revenue, but have planted the new world
with a superior race of men. Surely we may now
be taught by experience ;—surely, in this more
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enlightened age, we may learn how to turn to pro-
fit the immense territory which we yet possess on
the continent of America. Let the eye only
glance over the map, from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cific, and from the St. Lawrence to the Pole; and,
then let me ask, if it may not be for the ho-
nour of England, holding profit apart, to consider
by what means so vast a region may be tenanted
with civilized men—with happy souls and loyal
subjects, Four years ago the charming possibility
of this being realized dawned upon my mind ; and
1 said that ¢ England could spare 50,000 people
annually, and be refreshed with the discharge.”
The truth has grown more and more obvious, and
I now repeat it with perfect confidence. The
vision of quickly and thickly peopling the earth
with our species, brightens in my imagination day
after day ; and most earnestly would I intreat every
benevolent mind to give scrious attention to the
subject, The idea may be casily realized. It re-
quires but systematic arrangement, and the judi-
cious application of capital which we have in abund-
ance. It will pay: it may be resorted to, not only
for the performance of the first great command to
multiply and replenish ; but for our individual ad-
vantage and our national aggrandizement : it may
be looked forward to as the peaceful means of
establishing a new and a better order of things in
the world. ' Hitherto men’s chief employment has
been to butcher their kind. They have gone on
from age to age, destroying and depopulating : they
have striven to give aid to vice and misery. - Why
v
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should it be so? Merciful God! What cause
have we to quarrel with the people of the United
States; or these people with their neighbours in Ca-
nada? Isthere not room for us all, and should we not
first consider how that room may be filled up? One
and all of us may, for centuries to come, have po-
sitive and great advantage in settling the wastes of
nature to their remotest verge. England alone
could, in prosperity, easily supply 50,000 recruits
annually, for emigration and settlement ; and the
United Kingdom 100,000. Yes! by the simplest
arithmetie it can be proved, if proof is called for.

QOur North American Provinces should be con-
federated. They should hold congress in the month
of June, at Quebec. Lower Canada: Upper Ca-
nada: New Brunswick, having Gaspé and Prince
Edward’s Island laid to it: Nova Scotia, having
Cape Breton laid to it; and Newfoundland,
might constitute five independent, but confede-
rated provinces. Labrador: East, South, West,
and North Hudson, might fall into the confederacy
as they became civilized and sufficiently populous;
and, in the course of time, those parts of the
United States, whose waters issue by Quebec,
(never to be gained over by conquest), would, 1
doubt not, join the Northern Confederacy, and
swell the Government of the St. Lawrence to its
natural size,

The best Constitution for a North American
Province, while at nurse, would, in my opinion,
be this: to consist of an Assembly chosen by the
people, as in Canada; a Governor and Council.
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The Gaovernor might be a military man, and have
the commissioning of militia officers, while he and
the Council appointed judges, magistrates, &c.,
who should be subject to removal on the applica-
tion of a certain large portion, say four-fifths of
the people, among whom they were appointed to
act. The Council might consist of ten members
or more ; one half to be chosen by the people eli-
gible to sit in Assembly ; the other half to be real
men of business, sent from England on salaries for
service. These men, besides doing duty in the
Council, as advisers and legislators, might form
a land-board, altogether independent of the Pro-
vincial Governors or Government, and be subser-
vient, in that capacity, to a grand land-board at
home. The grand national land-board, with its
branches in the several Provinces, might dispose
of waste lands on strict business principles; and
by system, every way defined and adjusted, ma-
nage in the best possible manner for public good.
Accurate surveys and maps might be made, and ex=
hibited both at home and abroad, for the expediting
of business, either in purchase or exchange ; and

under the auspices of the land-board and its
branches, a grand system of emigration might be

organized and maintained in constant operation.

There is nothing in mere magnitude which should

frighten us. Magnitude in general may be made

to contribute to success; and with systematic ar-

rangement, and adequate means, may be turned to

its utmost account, without difficulty, confusion,

or failure. [ avoid particulars. The subject of

y 2
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profitable emigration and settlement, is ome to
which I have devoted part of my third volume,
and should the public happily conceive favourable
opinions of schemes now hinted at, it shall be my
utmost ambition to go on to practical illustration
and detail. A few words on the fundamental
principle may not be thrown away: they may
assist in arresting attention. Land is valuable, ac-
cording to the degree of convenience attached to
it; and other things being equal, increases in value
as the density of population increases. A single
family planted down on a square mile, as is the
case in Upper Canada, can have no convenience—
no sufficient strength to make head against obsta-
cles to improvement ; and while the settler is held
in misery, little value is added to the land he oc-
cupies. - Plant down two families, twelve, twenty,
or more, on the same extent of ground, and each
addition, up to a certain proportion, insures
greater and greater comfort and convenience to the
whole, while an instant and great value is given
to the soil. One solitary family, settled on a
square mile, must pine for years, become poor,
dispirited, beggarly, and brutal, while twenty fa-
milies will not only retain their strength, their
spirit, and their manners, but instantly flourish,
feel contented, feel happy, and be more and
more ambitious to excel in activity and skill.
England has thousands of people to spare ; and for
her thousands of people she has millions of acres
to settle and improve. She is the greatest land-
owner on the globe, and she has the greatest com-
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mand of capital. That capital is now running to
waste; or worse than waste, it is running on to
increase pauperism and idleness ; idleness both
among the rich and the poor. While this capital
is yet at command, England may do wonders, by
setting in motion a vast machinery at home and
abroad ; but let this capital waste itself, as it is
now doing, and a little time only will see its end,
—a woful end!

Newfoundland now contains 70,000 permanent
inhabitants.  They are sending home petitions, to
obtain a free and regular constitution of govern-
ment. Let experiment be made there. Before
the chartered constitutions of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, or those of Canada, framed by
Act of Parliament, are pulled to pieces, let New-
foundland have one framed without delay ; and
when that is found perfect, the older constitutions
may be new-modelled, to correspond with it.
An immediate experiment may also be made in
rightly laying out and disposing of land in New-
foundland. In general, that country is unfavour-
able to cultivation ; but still it contains immense
tracts, which, under good management, may be
brought to value, and be occupied at once to the
advantage of individuals, and the nation. At pre-
sent, the people of Newfoundland are not allowed
sufficient land, even for potatoe gardens. How
monstrous * ! And this too, because of an absurd,

¥ While the above was printing, the following article appeared
in Tue Times newspaper, 28th January, 1822. It will shew the
s
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antiguated notion, that the cultivation of the soil
there, would injure the fisheries. It would assist
the fisheries: it would emable us to cope with the
people of the United States, in that trade, along
the North American shores, where they are striv-
ing to rival, and, by all accounts, only require
time to go beyond us, notwithstanding that our
natural advantages are superior. But colonial po-
licy is every where at war with nature. The peo-
ple of Newfoundland would, no doubt, be willing
to give a fair price for land, to suit their conveni-
ence; and a judicious mode of laying out, and
disposing of land, as it came to be wanted, is of
the utmost consequence to insure that convemence,
and make it valuable. The North American Pro-
vinces might choose three or more members each,
to attend congress at Quebec; and one of these
for each Province, might be allowed to come home,

result of preventing the inhabitants of a country from cultivating
its soil,

« We are sorry to learn that advices are in town from New-
foundland, which describe that colony to be in a state of extreme
distress. Among the lower orders, it is said, there are few able to
support themselves; and the members of the opulent part of the
community are so small, that relief was impracticable. Many, it
was feared, must perish from want. Meetings of the infiabitants
had been held, for the purpose of raising subseriptions, and: the
Governor had intimated to. them, that a sum equal to the whole
raised by the colonists would be contributed by the government.
Memorials have been sent to England, to claim the interposition
of the legislature. The advices are to the 6th instant, the vessel
which bronght them to Liverpool having performed the voyage n
the short space of seventeen days.”
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and have a seat in the British Parliament, with
liberty to speak, but not to vote. These members
might, from the Congress being held in June, an-
nually visit England, and return to perform their
duties at Quebec ; and thus a direct, social, lively,
and watchful intelligence might be maintained be-
tween the home and the colonial governments ; all
would be simple and efficacious ; friendly and in-
dependent ; active and harmonious. If desired
by the provincials, one of our Princes might reside
at Quebec, as Viceroy, to be directed by ministers,
subject to impeachment ; and to the Viceroy might
be given a power, much wanted abroad, to par-
don offences of every kind: indeed, saving ac-
knowledgment to the Sovereign of England, the
Viceroy might be clothed with every royal prero-
gative. At Quebec, too, a supreme judicial tri-
bunal might be established, to supersede the ne-
cessity of appealing to the King in Council at
home ;~~a palpable bar to justice. The mere
skeleton of provincial government is sufficient now
to have exhibited. It is now only meant to attract
notice to the subjeet, and to lay the foundation for
mature discussion. Never did necessity call more
loudly for investigation into colonial policy, than
now. We cannot, indeed, afford longer to trifle
with this most impoertant subject. Our colonial
policy over the whole world is abominable ; but in
North America it ought most speedily to be seen
to; for there it cannot be much longer endured,
even though our Ministers had still means to riot
in folly and extravaganee, in holding colonies only
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for the portioning of their friends and relations.
Bickerings between provincial assemblies and their
governors are now continually heard of ; and even
the little island of Bermuda has for years been in a
state of distraction and discontent, from arbitrary
proceedings®*. The cause is obvious. Colonial Go-
vernors are all of them armed with too much power,
which, almost to a man, they abuse. They are
blinded by the sycophants who surround them;
and invariably become either stupid or mad. = Our
North American colonies afford, in their history, not
a single trace of common sense, discretion, or eco-
nomy. Mismanagement and misrule have prevail-
ed, and are prevailing. Not only do they yield no
revenue, but, as consumers of British manufactures,
the inhabitants are not half so advantageous to us
as any like number of people in the United States ;
for this clear reason, that colonial policy has kept
them spiritless and poverty-stricken. By the sim-
plest and safest measures, all may be changed for
the better. We may speedily lessen our expendi-
ture, and, from improved management alone, we
may at once have a direct revenue and flourishing
people to deal with in trade.

My pen must not be laid down without noticing
the opposite sentiments of politicians in and out of
power, Ministers seem to have no idea of holding

* «The little island of Bermuda is now involved in the very
tempest, torrent, and whirlwind of contention, between the Gover-
nor and the governed ; between the Legislature and the inhabit-
ants of the colony.”— Englishman Newspaper, 14th Oct. 1821,
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Canada, but by enfeebling the people; ruling over
them by a wretched system of patronage and fa-
vouritism ; and guarding certain points by ships, and
fortifications. Most expensive works have, within
the last two years, been commenced at Quebec and
Isle-au-Noix, for military defence, while neither the
one nor the other post could have a thousandth
share in maintaining the provinces to Britain, in the
event of invasion. In fact, all that is wanted for
this, is the good will of the people to defend them-
selves, and with liberal treatment, that would never
be wanting.

Our Opposition men run to another extreme,
They are for abandoning Canada, or selling
it to the United States, This is worse and
worse. 1 can answer for the loyalty of the Cana-
dians : it abounds; and their desire to be inde-
pendent of the United States is strong, from one
end of the country to the other*., All that they

* Perhaps I cannot do better than quote, upon this sub-
ject, an article which appeared in a Canada Newspaper,
when I was residing in the Upper Province.

Quebec Gazelle, Feb. 1818,

“ The following extract from Bell’s Weekly Messenger, a pa-
per of very extensive circulation, published in London, appeared
in several papers in this province. I subjoin an extract from the
Edinburgh Review of August last, a Literary Journal of the
greatest merit and most extensive circulation in Great Britain, as

a suitable accompaniment.
Eaxtract from Bell's London Messenger.

“ Our relations with America have become so important, or,
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- want to continue and ensure this for ever is, the pro-

mise of independence now, and the reality after a

at least in a progress of becoming so, that we shall defer our consi-
deration of them to an opportunity when we can discuss them by
themselves.—Mr. Monroe is a man of great talent and activity,
and his movements are not without an object. We think the
point of difference will be, the affairs of Spanish independence.
We conceive that we feel as strongly as any one, for the true
glory of this country ; but it always has been our opinion, and
we know it personally to be that of one of the greatest statesmen
this country ever produced, that Halifax, Canada, &c. are not
worth what they would eventually cost England ; and the true
point of wisdom would be to make the best bargain we could for
them to the United States. Go they must; and it is better to let
them go, before another debt of eight hundred millions be added
to this country.”

From the Edinburgh Review of August, 1817.

“ When discoursing, in 1778, of the terms on which England
should make peace with the Colonies, he [ Franklin] recommends
at once giving up Canada, not merely as a measure of concilia-
tion, but as the best means of removing a bone of contention, and
a fertile cause of future wars. Unpopular as the suggestion may
NOW appear, we suspect many years will not elapse before we see
reason to wish that this course had been pursued. Already we
have sacrificed largely to Canadian interests, by commercial losses
in other quarters ; we shall, in all likelihood, sustain a long con-
test for that unprofitable colony, and end by losing it, after add-
ing many a million to our debt, in attempting to keepit. The
experience of the American war will prove to have heen throwa
away upon Us; and we shall lose the opportunity of honourably
terminating the political connexion between the colony and the
mother country, and substituting for it one of mutual commercial
advantage, until our pride gets up; and being atticked, we feel
i impessibley with henet, to yield before we are beaten.”
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given period of years. To attract notice to this most
essential point, I have twice repeated the word in my

¢ The politics of the Messenger are sometimes one thing, some-
times another, but, generally leaning to the side of power. The
Edinburgh Review is decidedly in the opposition. In its political
articles, a party bias is frequently discernible. With respect to
America, it often shews a want of information which could
hardly be expected in a work of such acknowledged merit. Its
articles relating to this country have been unpardonably incor-
rect.

« That two British publications like the Messenger and Re-
view, should agree in the doctrine, that the British possessions in
North America should be given up to the United States, is unac-
countable. s the state of the public mind in Great Britain, pre-
pared to receive such a proposition ? Are the high-minded people
of England prepared to retrograde in the path of power and em-
pire? Then ¢ farewell, along farewell to all their greaimess.”
In the language of their favourite bard, they may doff the
Lion’s hide, and hang a Calf’s skin on their recreant limbs.”
Their wealth will not long survive their power. It will only aug-
ment,, for their subjugation.

« England has many brave and loyal subjects in her American
provinces, who pride themselves in being British subjects, and

_ gleryin their eonnexion with the country of their forefathers; men,
who envy neither the boasted liberties of the American Union, nor
the frothy honors of its rising reputation.—To be handed over to
the United States, like. so many Russian serfs or German boors,
is an insult for which they were not prepared, so soon after la-
vishing their property, and exposing, their persons in the cause of
Britain against these very U. S. Was it to heighten the priceat
which they were to be sold, that they were called upon. to meet
the enemies of England in battle? No; the proposition. of the
Messenger and. the Edinburgh Review can have few partisans
among the people of England. They have. their origin in. the

brain of some miserable stockholder, trembling, for the loss of his
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engraved title-pages ; and, by accident, the sun has
been made to shine from the north, to emblazon it,
The moment that the promise of independence is
granted, that moment all chance of discord and war
between the United States and British America
will cease, and England may forthwith begin to
reduce her military and naval establishments in
that quarter of the world. At Kingston and
Sackett’s harbour immense ships of war are upheld,
reproaching at once humanity and common sense.
In a very few years these ships will be rotten, and
why should not each nation, while the materials
are yet fresh, have them disposed of for useful pur-
poses?: These and the Government stores, at

ill-gotten wealth, from an increase of the national debt; or they
are the offspring of a mind adulterated by a factious opposition to
Government, to the extent of losing sight of the honour of the
fairest and most powerful empire in the world.

“ But, leaving every other topic out of the question, let us see
what would be the political consequences to Great Britain of
handing over the North American colonjes to the United States.
Wounded feelings are never healed. A loyal population, basely
delivered up to those they had so recently met in the field, would
ever after be the bitterest enemies of Britain, She boasts, and

Jjustly boasts, of a navy ; but could she think of protecting with

her navy her Newfoundland fisheries, if the St. Lawrence and the
coasts of Nova Scotia were the safe resorts of American privateers
With the main land she must abandon the islands ; with the islands,
the coasts and the banks. She must abandon one of the best nur-
series for her seamen, an extensive employment for her shipping ;
she must abandon the essential supply of fish for the West India
Islands. With the whole coast of America, from Davis’s
Straits, (I beg pardon, the Messenger and Review, perhaps, in-
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Kingston and elsewhere, would go far to make good
the navigation of the St. Lawrence ; and nothing
more can be required to have these safely disposed
of, but a plain agreement with the United States,
that the breaking up shall be mutual and simul-
taneous.

The late invasion of Canada by the people of the
United States, was a burst of madness, of which
these people are now ashamed, and which never
would be repeated, were Canada independent of
British Ministry. All of us rejoice in the inde-
pendence of South America, now secured by years
of civil war ; and with that country there is now
every reason to believe we shall cultivate 4 most
friendly and profitable intercourse. How glorious
would it be for Britain, while opportunity yet re-

tend to keep possession of Hudson’s Bay),—with the whole coast
then from Labrador to the Gulf of Mexico, in the possession of
an enemy, she might as well abandon at once the West India
Islands and the whole trade to Terra Firma, north of Cape Roque.
Perhaps the eloquent writers of the Edinburgh Review will be

#able to persuade Russia to suffer her to trade to the Baltic.
France and Holland will not annoy her coasts ; and Spain, Italy,
and Turkey, particularly after Russia gets a free passage through
the Dardanelles, may allow her to go to the Mediterranean. As
to the trade to India, America will be able to look to that, once
that she has possession of the West India Islands.

“ But go they must,” saysthe magnanimous writer of the Messen-
ger : “let us make the best bargain.” Go it must then, your national
honour, your national security, Make the best bargain with your
conquerors, with a world that envies and hates you, and take good

securities,” SACBY
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mains, to grant independence to North American
colonies ! how glorious for her to enjoy the immor-
tal honour of being the first nation upon earth tode
Jjustice to her progeny,—the first truly entitled to

the endearing appellation of parent State!




POSTSCRIPT,

{ Chiefly for after Reference and Discussion.)

rri--IERE is something in the foggy atmosphere,
the monotony, or, 1 know not what, of London,
uncongenial to one who has been accustomed to
a country life—to air and exercise in the fields.
Since the day on which I was made prisoner at
Niagara, my health has not been so good as in
November last. In December it declined, and by
the middle of that month, beset with vexations,
such as I hope no other individual has experience
of, 1 became totally unfit for business, and could
have no relief but in a fourth flight to the country.
My plan was to devote a week to this, and Wilt-
shire presented objects of attraction. T have still
afarm there, which, in duty to others, I must look
after: there my acquaintance is extensive; and
there, the interests of the poor recur to my recol-
lection, as connected with the chief destiny of
my life. At Salisbury, Devizes, and Warminster,
on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, I calculated
on conversing with the farmers, and seeing how it
went with them. I could inform myself as to the
situation of the poor of Wily on Sunday; and re-
turn to London within the week ; leaving behmnd
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me an Address to the people of Wiltshire for pub-
lication in the Salisbury Journal, respecting my
character and conduct, during a residence of seven
years among them, that notoriety might aid me in
petitioning for inquiry, as to my treatment abroad,
and for my return to Upper Canada. Thus I had
contrived ; and all seemed well contrived for di-
verting the mind from unprofitable cares. After
a week’s delay, from incessant rains, I set off on
Christmas eve. An accident arrested my course :
laid me up by the way ; stiffened me with rheu-
matism: deranged all my plans; and detained me
three weeks, instead of one, in the country. = Thus,
to use the words of our Scottish bard:

¢ The best laid schemes o’ mice and men
¢ Gang aft a-gly.”

The prolonged time was not, however, entirely
lost. Perhaps it was all for the best; and that is
a maxim which unfortunate man should continually
recur to. With more time I saw more, and con-
versed more ; and thought more of what I saw and
conversed about, Alas, the farmers! How many
of them, even in Wiltshire, where they are most
substantial ; with great farms, and great flocks,
and great ricks, and great barns ; even in Wiltshire,
how many of them pant with the dread of losing
their all: how many, indeed, have already lost
every thing; and now only hang on the mercy of
landlords, themselves hanging by a thread—a mort-
gage foreclosing!! Rents behind: trade’sman’s
bills unpaid : a bad sample to go to market with;
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and even with the best, the market bad. These
are now subjects of reflection for the English far-
mer, while he lays himself down to rest, and can
find none. How infinitely more to be pitied is he,
than the Canadian farmer! Ile cannot rise from
ruin by mere manual labour: down once, and
down for ever: this day lording it over the poor;
to-morrow a pauper. But who were so regardless
in times of prosperity, as English farmers? who
had so little public spirit, or feeling ? and even now
the mass of them only despond ; or worse than de-
spondency, at thesuggestion ofstupid landlords, sign
irregular petitions for increased duties on imported
corn! Isaw this actually going on at Warminster.
I saw a good sort of a man running about among
the market tables with a great parchment, soliciting
signatures. Imported corn has not affected our
markets for years: but no matter for that, Corn
Bills must be amended!! While part of our far-
mers sign petitions for duties, others are for no
taxation whatever!! One Lord (Chichester), bids
farmers trust to individual exertion on their farms ! !
Another (Fitzwilliam), lets down his rents 35 per
cent.* ! While Mr. Cobbettenjoys the madnessand

* On the subject of rents, the following letter, which I
had published in March, 1815, will speak for me:

To the Editor of the Salisbury Journal.

Siw,

In your last Journal, an article under the head Corn Bill

Z
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confusion : in Sussex to-day: in Norfolk to.mor-
fow; and next day in Huntingdon. To be sure,

appears, as setting forth your own opinions and arguments
and in the same paper Mr. Bleek favours us with his.

Both of you, I conceive, are fundamentally wrong. Both,
however, have written in that serious and argumentative style,
which, while it entitles you to respect, demands investigation
and exposure the more.

You do not want the Corn Bill amended : neither do I:
but the reasoning is very different upon which we rest out
opinions. Both of you treat the question as if it lay between
individuals. The mere sinking of rent, you think competent
to relieve the country. Thisis a very dangerous error; and
the more 5o, as it inveigles the passions of a numerous body
of men. Those in possession of money naturally think this
money will be greatly increased in value with the lowering
of bread; and this will certainly be the case, so far, with
mouney secured on land mortgage. Not so that capital which
is invested in the funds; and which is out of sight the greater
proportion. The security of this vast capital must rest on
the present factitious state of things; and rent is part of
the material which maintains this state. The partial fall of
rent would weaken this security: and a great fall would
occasion a convulsion, which might blow up the very foun-
dation of funded property. Rent is a substantial property;
not optional, or relying on credit. Remove all the machi-
nery which draws from land so much wealth to the public:
remove the tenant, his stock and labourers, still a handsome
rent or increase may remain to the landlord. In many cases,
even while markets were high, landlords found more profit
from their lands in grass than they could obtain by the inter-
ference of a tenant’s skill, capital, and industry.

The public, therefore, may be greatly mistaken if they take
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the ensuing session must afford us a lively scene
of conflicting interests. The landed interest at

it for granted that rent is subject to such lowering, as to
relieve the general pressure; or, that landlords may be
driven to beat under, for the aggrandizement of others.
They may for a time not realize their accustomed incomes ;
but landed property will ever remain valuable, even amidst
the wreck of every other; and would bound, perhaps, above
its present pitch, if any convulsion should throw off the
national debt.

The grand practical question, I conceive, for all who
would not look with an envious eye on the property of others,
nor desire to see the bonds of society broken up, nor public
faith violated, is to consider how the causes may be removed
which have accummlated our burdens, and repressed our
industry. In my opinion, we have here such scope, that the
people want but virtuous resolution to put all to rights.
Down with all taxes which affect industry, and let them rest
on rents and idle capital: commute tithes; and devise
measures, which may be very simple, for the abolition of
pauperism.

These would be virtuous and efficient efforts ; and I shall
ever be ready to assist you and Mr. B. in bringing them to
bear. So far from our national debt disheartening us, we
should look to it as the pledge of what our national industry
can effect; for not one farthing of it was created but through
the means of industry; and the same industry, continued
and husbanded, may discharge it honourably at no distant
day.

Why then run foul of each other? Why talk of levels, while
an ingulfing surge unfairly beats us down? Why look back
to form odious comparisons between landed and funded
property ?

Had uot every one a constant choice in the investment

z2
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death’s door, coming alive, and getting furious.
The monied men still confident; and ministers at

of his property? The question is for the future time, and
prompt decision is the very soul of our delivery. A manu-
facturer turns the water from his mill wheel, and in one in-
stant his motion is rest: he discharges his hands, and each
has a parish to turn to: he balances his books; puts his
capital to interest, and retires to politics, and otium cum
dignitate. Different, indeed, is the farmer. His capital is
sunk in the soil, and upon stock which must remain for years
to reproduce it ; and if he fails at a single term, his landlord
may take advantage of embarrassment, and reap the harvest
which he did not sow. - He cannot profitably withdraw. He
cannot safely proceed, * and half a tillage stints the smiling
plain.”

For God’s sake, let no one think that agriculture can be
sported with. A year’s ruin among farmers may derange the
economy of many after it; and lay the foundation of a
thousand troubles. If all the wealth, which it has afforded the
nation of late years, has been extorted by taxation, and flung
to waste, that should not beget prejudice against agricul-
turists. The devouring fiend should be slain, but the indus-
trious producer protected and cherished.

The blow up of the nefarions Warminster meeting, gave,
I believe, general satisfaction even among farmers; and as
1, was absent from the county, at that time, I seized the
earliest opportunity, after my return, to thank Mr. B. for his
well-timed  aid in the public cause. I also enjoyed his first
letter. His second does not coincide with my ideas. Had
I the farm he instances, which by fallen prices may not} now
be worth half the rent I had agreed to pay for it, I should
contract my cultivation, or, perhaps lay the farm entirely
down to grass, so that if I did lose upon the rent, my loss
should not be increased by voluntary labour, which could
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a non-plus, or only putting off the evil day with
hollow expedients. How like to the time spoken

not be balanced by additional preduce. This is very dif-
ferent from ¢ letting it lay waste, producing only docks and
thistles,” I am sorry he should have said any thing about
artificial scarcity having arisen out of increased capital, and
thrashing machines. My opinion is quite the reverse. Had
it not been for the increased capital of late years applied
to agriculture, and the facility of meeting, by thrashing ma-
chines, the sudden demands of a war time, prices would have
been higher than they were. Notwithstanding the increase
of capital, it never yet has been sufficient to do the general
business of the country, as it ought to be done; and the
dispatch which machines gave to farmers in bringing their
corn to market immediately after harvest, had the double
effect of lowering prices, and encouraging farmers to advance
into speculation with teo slender capitals. - Farmers, ge-
nerally, never can be monopolists, and it must always be for
the country’s good when they are enabled to keep on a full
stock. The misfortune both for farmers and the country,
of late years, has been the small stock on hand. While the
taxes of late years, have kept down the farmers’ profits,
even in the midst of monstrous prices, the vast idle popu-
lation maintained by these taxes, has devoured the plenty
which his increased skill and industry were continually en-
deavouring to create. It is our taxes which impoverish all;
which devour all. Why then should we turn our eyes from
the taxes, and have them wander among delusive arguments ?
Let us leave off arguing, where all is notoriety. Let us
leave off envyings in this land of freedom. Let us leave off
strife, where there is but one cause. Let us all go up as
friends to Salisbury next Wednesday, and with peaceable

<
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of by Mr. Hume, in his Essay on Public Credi\t,
when ¢ Necessity calls, fear urges, reason exhorts,
compassion alone exclaims;” and yet how easily
could all be held in peace and security, were reason
alone consulted. We want employment for the
idle: we want consumption: we want money and
enterprise ; and we may have them all. We want
retrenchment in wasteful expenditure; but expen-
diture increased to the utmost on profitable objects:
we want “ better soils to cultivate*:” we want
rents reduced by the market price of wheat: we
want industry relieved by withdrawing taxes from
necessaries : we want our national credit sustained
by upholding a due balance between substantial
and fictitious stock, by taxing rents and interest:
we want the way prepared for unbounded freedom
of trade: we want tithes commuted ; and a reform of

dispositions, but determined voice, proclaim—no taxes on
industry—no corn bill.

This, Sir, is my language before the public ; but let not
the public misconstrue it. Let them mark its order; for
there rests the safety of all. If the public oppose the corn
bill, and do nothing more, they bring ruin on the country:—
they

“ Rob us of that which not enriches them,
“ And makes us poor indeed.”
RoBERT GOURLAY.
Deptford Farm, March 3, 1815.

* This, I think, is said by Col. Torrens, the most impartial,
ingenuous, and argumentative of the half-hundred writers on Corn
Laws,
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the poor-laws, connected with a grand system of
emigration,

What I said above as to English farmers holding
out in these trying times worse than Scotch far-
mers, | find confirmed. What has been reported
in newspapers about poor-rates diminishing, I can
again say, with greater confidence, is a wretched
delusion. The burden is every day increasing,
It cannot be otherwise. The paupers are breeding
amain, and so it must be while the premium is
continued for the breeding of paupers. Salisbury,
containing less than 9,000 people, has 2,000 poor
maintained by a rate of 12s. in the pound. The
whole of the flannel weavers once kept busy by sup-
plying the Spanish market, are now entirely out of
work: to be sure, because Spaniards are now
shaking off incumbrances, which repressed their
own industry ;—priests and a world of abomination.
With Lord Bathurst’s good will, I could relieve
Salisbury of its burden, and make independent men
of the flannel weavers. I could remove them to
Upper Canada, and make them flourish there ; but
what will rouse Lord Bathurst to any thought of
benevolence ! how shall we get the camel through
the needle’s eye !

I attended a vestry meeting at Wily, and saw
the poor have their fortnight’s dole. Mercy on
us! what a group of poor creatures! It is greatly
worse with them now than five years ago, when I
resided in Wiltshire. Before going out to Canada,
I spoke to my friend Wilkie about making “ Pay-
iNe THE Poor or Wiry,” a subject for his

- e
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pencil. I thought of thus getting attention to the
effect of the poor-laws, in degrading our species,
in diminishing the stature, and worsting the ap-
pearance of God’s image. Were the system of
poor-laws to continue thirty years longer, the la-
bourers of Wiltshire would scarcely have the ap-
pearance of men: they would be shrunk to no-
thing: they would not only grow up, as now,
without calves to their legs, but they would be dis-
torted—diseased—downcast. Perhaps they would

. prove Lord Monboddo’s hypothesis to be sound o

If the writer on poor lawsin last Edinburgh Re-
view, did but see the progress of the evil as1 do,
he would not coolly admit of a poor relief bill
being put off for years. An effort must be made
for deliverance from this frightful evil, and the
sooner the better.

I have found Mr. Scarlett’s proposal for a max-
imum every where scouted; and the assertion of
my petition (page cclxxxv), that refusing relief
for children without making up to the poor some
substantial advantage in lieu of it, would certainly
lead on to insurrection. I have found, what I am
glad of, that there are, even Wiltshire farmers, who
now approve of my plan of granting a little land
to the poor. They are yet, however, opposed to
education. In Wily, there is a school with twenty

# Lord Monboddo, a Scotch judge, maintained that men had
; and said that

improved from monkeys: that they had once tails;

one of his own domestics still bad a stump remaining.
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children § but though the farmers were willing to
let poor children attend, many of the parents are
unable to pay the charge of 6d.a week. The in-
formation which I received in April last (see note,
page cxxii), as to the school established in Wily
by labourers, I have now got corrected. Stephen
White, Joseph White, Philip Bennet, labourers;
with the assistance of Mr. Brandis, schoolmaster,
and a person from another parish, have the merit
of upholding this school, in spite of opposition.
{t is a Sunday’s school. = Nearly. 100 children
attend regularly, and receive great benefit. I again
ask, ¢ Should such people not be assisted by go-
vernment ?”

Select vestries have been established in a good
many parishes in Wilts, under the act of 59 Geo.
1I1.chap. 11, 12. There is one at Wily. The farmers
find them convenient. To be sure they are now
made judges in their own cause; and there is no
summoning of overseers. Convenient, indeed !
The tyranny of the poor-laws has been strengthened
by it; but better is the absolute power of the
farmer over the poor than the wretched vactllating
will of magistrates, especially reverend ones, which
used to decide in petty sessions.

A little improvementon the great bad system, has
been made since I was resident in Wily parish, by
paying the poor by what is called ¢ the scale.” In-
stead of each member of a family getting a gallon
loaf and threepence: a man is allowed the loafand
sixpence: a woman, and children above twelve
years of age, the loaf and fourpence: children from
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eight to twelve years of age, the loaf and twopence ;
and children under eight years of age, the loaf
alone. This certainly is an improvement on the
artificial system; but the desideratum is to get quit
ofartifice. This scale suggests a gradual raising of
men’s wages and diminution of the children’s al-
lowance, and it would be well thus gradually to
proceed till the artificial practice was extinct,
Let Mr, Scarlett notice this, and I shall tell him
more when willing to listen.

The Lord of the Manor of Wily, who used never
to concern himself about the parish poor, has now
taken a little thought on the subject. He has re-
peatedly visited the parish; and tried to collect
pennies from the poor labourers to put into a
savings bank for clothing them! Notwithstanding
this great effort, it is very palpable to my observa-
tion, that the poor of Wily are now even more
ragged than they used to be. When the poor re-
ceive the fair and natural price of their labour, di-
rectly from their employers, savings-banks may be
rendered of infinite consequence: till then, and
while parish regulations equalize the pay of weak
and strong ;—when nothing but the minimum of
misery is allowed, relief by savings-banks is but
mockery.

My prolonged stay in Wiltshire afforded me op-
portunity of conversing with Mr. John Combes of
Fovant, who with a party visited Mr. Birkbeck, in
Illinois, September, 1818. I had seen an account
of this visit, published in American newspapers,
from the Observer London paper, of 17th January,
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1819, wherein it was insinuated that Mr. Birkbeek
had been inattentive to his visitors. I was very
sure that the account was incorrect, and so I found
it to be from my conversation with Mr. Combes ;
who said that it was * harsh.” Mr. B. had no
means of accommodating visitors. Mr. C. ad-
mired the country; but found it unhealthy, which
all new countries are at first clearing, south of la-
titude 45°. north, getting more and more so, as we
proceed southward. Mr. C. does not doubt of Mr.
B. succeeding, and told me he would make a for-
tune if a certain public road was conducted through
his estate. Mr. C. decidedly prefers the western to
the eastern states for settlement.

I had the following Address inserted in the
Salisbury Journal of January 14th, 1822,

To the People of Wiltshire.

Having visited this County, partly on business and partly
on the recovery of health, I have taken occasion to post
hand-bills in the several towns of Warminster, Salisbury,
and Devizes, printed for me in March, 1816, by Messrs.
Brodie and Dowding, and setting forth, that, “a property
tar on RENTS and INTEREST is that, and that alone, by
which the country can be preserved in peace.”

This act, taken by itself, may be considered frivolous :
taken in connexion with circumstances, I hope it may be
viewed quite otherwise. Permit me to explain. In the
spring of 1816, having a company dining with me at the
Antelope, in Salisbury, a person introduced himself, and
asked us to subscribe a requisition for a county meeting to
petition against the continuance of the property tax. The
requisition was already signed by Wm. Cobbett and Henry
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Huut; and it was indeed Mr. Hunt who had employed thie
person to solicit our names. I said, that if a county meet-
ing was called, I should oppose the Requisitionists, and vote
for a well modified property tax. The meeting was held:
Messrs. Cobbett and Hunt carried all before them; and
thousands of poor men, who never were affected by any
kind of property tax, and to whom a rousing tax on rents and
interest would have been the greatest blessing, cheered,
with their utmost breath, the resolutions of the day!! I was
quite aware how it would go; but having very deeply con-
sidered the' subject, was desirous to register my opinion for
after reference. A natural defect disqualifies me for public
speaking, and for that reason 1 had the bill in question
printed off while the people were assembling, to give it
into their hands from the hustings. The resolutions of the
county meeting were most irregularly and unbecomingly
opposed by a couuter petition to parliament, and, n con-
sequence of this, I wrote an article, which was published in
the Salisbury Journal of Ist April, 1816.

Being in Upper Canada in 1818, I found that country, by
pature the finest in America, completely ruined, n my
opinion, by mal-administration, and advised the people to
send home a commission to entreat the government to cor-
rect esisting evils. This proposal brought upon me the
wrath of men in power, and on false allegations they had
me arrested in two different districts, I was twice tried,
twice pleaded for myself, and twice honourably acquitted.
Soon after this, the London Courier of the 8th July, 1818,
arrived in the province, setting forth that I “was one of
the worthies who escaped after the disgraceful proceedings
of Spa-fields.” This most infamous falsehood was instantly
seized upon by my enemies as the ground-work of fresh per-
secution. The most atrocious calumnies were fabricated
to injure my character, and it was publicly declared that
«T and Hunt had the death of Cashman to answer for.”
1 was now again arrested, under colour of a statute, applica-
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ble only to aliens; and, the leading charges being, that I
knew Messrs. Cobbett and Hunt, and had been at Spa-
fields meeting, I was ordered to leave the province, In my
right as a British subject, I refused to obey, and was then
committed to jail, where I remained without benefit of bail,
for nearly eight months. During the last six weeks of this
period, being closely shut up in a cell, while the weather was
intolerably hot, cut off from all communication with the
press, and for some time denied free conversation with law
counsel, and even magistrates of my acquaintance, my health
declined, and my mental energies became altogether weak.
At the assizes I was brought up for trial, but the fresh air
proved too much for me. I forgot that I hada protest in
my pocket against trial, under the alien law, consented to
trial in a state approaching to delirium, and was banished,
not for any crime, but merely because of my refusal to leave
the province.

While yet in expectation of a fair trial on some specific
charge for crime, I sent to England for a copy of the Salis-
bury Journal of the 1st of April, 1816, to prove how
very opposite I was in political opinion to Messrs. Cobbett

and Hunt; but though this arrived in time, and I had with N
me a pamphlet published in England, wherein I deprecated ! il

such great irregular meetings as those of Spa-fields, all
went for nothing. Before my trial I was desirous to an- 3
nounce to the public my receipt of the Salisbury Journal
of 1st April, 1816, together with the opinion of Sir Arthur
Piggott, that I was illegally imprisoned; but though appli-
cation was made to the Sheriff for this liberty, it was refused,
and on my trial a feeble effort to produce the newspaper
was immediately resisted by the Attorney-General: such
was the dread of my enemies at once to prevent my reputa-
tion from being maintained, and their own wickedness, in
holding me in jail for a mock trial, being made known.

I wish not to be invidiously distinguished from any
man or set of men in politics: not even from Messrs, Cob-
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bett and Hunt. I am as zealous for parliamentary reform
as they, and have long been so; but it so happens that
there is not in Enpgland an individual more hostile to their
means of bringing about reform than myself. I wish it ac-
complished without the intervention of passion or force ;—Dby
peaceful, orderly, and manly measures on the part of those
who desire it.

Having by no means given up hopes of getting inquiry
instituted into the state of Upper Canada: having views of
still holding connexion with that country; and being bound
in duty to myself and family to uphold my character both
at home and abroad, the object of this Address, to which the
posting of the bills was merely intended as an introduction,
is to challenge scrutiny and exposure in this county, where
I resided for upwards of seven years, regarding my conduct
or connexions—my private and my public life; and I do
challenge my bitterest enemy to say aught to my discredit.

I came to Wiltshire, not as a common farmer in search
of a livelihood, for I was then independent of all professional
exertion, and my ultimate failure arose from no fault of
mine. I came to reside in Wiltshire in the year 1809,
chiefly with a view practically to study the system of the
Poor Laws, a subject to which I became devoted in 1801,
in consequence of being then employed by the Board of
Agriculture to inquire into means for bettering the condi-
tion of the poor; and it is also a fact, that my efforts in
Upper Canada were stimulated by a desire to have that
delightful country thrown open to a grand system of emi-
gration, in connexion with a plan for the reform of the
Poor Laws.

It is two years since I returned from America, and during
these two years I have struggled under miserable health and
accumulating distress of every kind, to reach a great and
a good end, altogether distinct from that of any other po-
litical projecter: my opinions are altogether peculiar to
myself; nor had I ever in Britain a single associate in
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politics. I have vow in the press, and nearly ready for pub-
lication, three volumes regarding Upper Canada and the
Poor Laws of England, which will go some length to
speak, not only for the purity, but consistency and magni-
tude, of my views. Sorry I am, that worn out with sicken-
ing cares and adversity, my powers of execution have fallen
short of their object, and have become too feeble for the
mighty cause which I desire to plead,—the cause of the
inglish Poor, and of a benighted province of the British
Empire.

Since my return home I have twice ‘petitioned Parliament
on these joint subjects, and during the ensuing Session
shall resume my suit, besides making appeal as to my in-
dividual sufferings in Upper Canada, which has been delayed
for want of witnesses, now happily within reach. In such
cases, before a British Parliament, an individual can have
little chance of hearing without the aid of public notoriety
and fervor in his behalf, and I shall not hide my anxious
desire to be thus assisted. In Wiltshire I am sure there
are many who wish me well. A suitor at once in a great
public cause, and for my birth-right, as a native Briton,
perhaps I may even take advantage of an incident, which
otherwise, so far as I was concerned, might have rested in
silence,—an incident which will testify that I can feel for
another as well as for myself—that I am not destitute or
sincerity. Coming hither from London on the night of the
24th ult, in the Old Salisbury Coach, a poor man was found
drowning in the flood near Staines., I hastened to his relief,
and plunging thrice to the neck, rescued him from a watery
grave®. May I hope, from this incident, to strengthen belief,

* The accident alluded to, page ccclii—About two miles
from Staines, a gravel pit runs for some distance alongside of
the high way, unguarded with post and rail. This was filled
with water, and overflowed to some distance round by the flood
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when 1 declare, that for twenty-one years I have been de-
voted to the cause of the poor of England; and thatin

then rising, which in a few days afterwards inundated the whole
arter, to a degree unprecedcmed. A London
ark, had drove his carriage off the road, and
Part of two wheels only were visi-
upheld by the pole

country in that qu
postboy, lost in the d
overturned it in the gravel pit.
ble above the water’s surface, and the poor man,
or horses, beneath him, stood immersed to the lips, and had so
stood for about half an hour, roaring out most piteously. Our
coach drawing up; I hastened out of it to get to the man ; but
sinking into the pit beyond my depth, and being no swimmer,
I escaped with difficulty : then secured from fatal consequences

by the coach traces tied together, and round my body, I suc-
Hearing that the Road

ceeded in dragging the man ashore.
ained of fer their

Commissioners had often been unavailingly compl
eaving so dangerous a place unguarded, I wrote to
calculated to attract
nsertion in the

neglect in 1
a friend in town an account of the affair,
notice to this neglect, bidding him give it for i
Newspaper, but withholding names. The account appeared in
the Morning Chronicle of 29th December, and being imme-
papers, had the desired effect. On re-

diately copied into other
e following letter pnblished in the

turning to town, I found th
Statesman of 3d January, 1822.

To the Editor of the Statesman.
Sig,

Having observed in your paper of last night, an account
of an accident to a carriage and horses, and the driver, which hap-
pened near Staines on Christmas eve; 1 beg leave, as proprietor
of that equipage, to return, through your means, my most grateful
acknowledgments to your correspondent, the gentleman passen-
ger by the Salisbury coach, to whose humane, prompt, and per-
severing endeavours, I am: indebted for the recovery of the car-
riage and one of the horses; and my servant, the driver, for his
rescue from the perilous situation into which he was thrown, - by
the shameful neglect of the Commissioners of Roads, of that
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Upper Canadal never entertained a desire either disloyal

or in any way impure—that my every effort there was bent
on making that country a profitable and hononrable appen-
dage to the parent State, instead of a burden and reproach,
which, hitherto, most assuredly it has been,

ROBERT GOURLAY.
Wily, Wilts, 9th J. anuary, 1822,

The article above spoken of, as published in the

H:;Ii:ﬁlnn"\' Journal of 1st April, 1816, was this.

To the Editor of the Salisbury and Winchester Journal.
Sir,

Your last Journal contains the Resolutions of a
meeting of this county, regularly called together by the
sheriff, and countenanced by his presence. It also contains
a petition of individuals affecting to be noblemen, clergymen,
gentlemen, and frecholders of Wilts.

e

district. T think it proper to add, that my sense of the

owe to the public at large,

duty I \-
has induced me to direct my Solicitor

to make application, in the proper quarter, for redress

8, and hope
it may be the means of preventing the recurrence of similar ace

cidents in future,
I am, very respectfully,
Sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES GATES.
Adam Street, West, Bryanstone Square.
Sunday, December 30, 1821.

Though T have not yet quite recovered from the effects of my

cold bath, the satisfaction of having saved the life of a fellow
creature, is quite equivalent to my damage ;
ment of existence,
the coincidence,

and at a gloomy mo-
such satisfactign I prize the more. But for
that I was on a Jjourney to Wiltshire, to appeal
to the public as to uprightness of principle and conduct, the
affair should certainly not have been repeated with my signature,

aa
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The resolutions of the meeting, set forth certain opinions,
in language pointed and strong. The petition disavows the
priaciples of these resolutions, and stigmatizes the supporters
of them as factious men,

Having, at the county meeting, openly expressed my dis-
approbation of part of its resolutions, I conceive that my
right of animadverting on this petition, to which they have
given rise, is so much the better; and I do not hesitate to
say, in the face of all who may have signed it, noblemen,
clergymen, gentlemen, and frecholders, thatif the county
resolutions were in any thing wrong, this petition is infinitely
more censurable.

I am not one who have either much relish for county
meetings, or much hope of good from them; yet, as they
are constitutional, and have for ages afforded the chief op«
portunity for the expression of public opinion, I must say
it omens ill, to see individuals, whoever they may be, running
from these meetings to amogate to themselves superior
virtues, and presuming not only to throw diseredit and ob-
loquy on the combined sentiments of their fellow subjects,
but loading deserving characters with insidious and reproach=
ful language.

Who, I would ask, is entitled to fix the standard of sen-
timent? Or rather, who are factious men? They who attend
to the call of the sheriff, and express, under his auspices,
their opinions? Or they who fly to all the corners of the
county to find strength for scandalizing, in parliament, the
result of regular proceedings?

The universal excuse is, that Hunt and Cobbett should
not be countenanced; and a more wretched plea cannot
possibly be set up.

Almost in every quarter of the kingdom meetings were
held to oppose the property tax. In Wiltshire there was no
movement towards this, till Mr. Hunt came forward, and
procured a meeting. If it was right elsewhere to hold
meetings, it was right here, If it was virtuous in other
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wdividuals to call for the expression of public opinien, it
was so in Mr. Hunt. If the public duties of a county are
neglected by those who should be foremost to perform them,
surely such persons should be the last to complain when
these duties are performed by others.

What is it that makes Mr, Huut popular in Wiltshire, but
the advantage he finds in neglected duty? He and Mr. Cob-
bett do not deny this, The latter declared at the meeting,
that he would not trouble himself in this quarter if the
gentlemen would do their duty. Have they done their
duty ? Are they now doing it by vamping up this counter
petition? Quite the reverse, If they had ang, public apinion,
the county meeting afforded the genuine opportunity for the
expression of such opinion; and, after neglecting the fair
opportunity, all opposition is clearly unbecoming and fac-
tious.

The county meeting was open to all: wheever set it on
foot, whoever attended it, made no difference;—it was still
the county meeting; and when past, its determivation res
mains that of the county, and as such should be respected.

If the gentlemen of Wilts wish to oppose the opiniong of,
Mr. Cobbett or Mr. Hunt, why should they be afraid to
come forward? If they had done so upon. this occasion,
most assuredly the present resolutions would have been
negatived, or at least greatly modified, and a check wonld
have been given to the sway of Mr. Cobbett and Mr. Huat.
How has it been in Hampshire > There they have repeatedly
made their appearance, but they have been opposed—con-
stitutionally and successfully opposed. In Wiltshire they
carry all before them; and for their opponents in political
opinion, there seems no consolation but in the prostrations
of a pagsive spirit to one party, and the disgorging of spleen

towards another.,

These frank declarations may give offence; but I speak
for myself only, and wish to command no conviction but
what reason and reflection can approve.

aae
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I do not hesitate to say, that in many things I cordially
agree with Mr. Cobbett: in some I would oppose him witl
all my might. He cannot wish more than I do for par-
liamentary reform ; he cannot express too strongly for my
taste an abhorrence for military despotism; but when he
comes forward with a scheme for relieving the pecuniary
embarrassments of the nation, which is to take a retrospec-
tive view of transactions, and call for the refunding of pro-
perty out of the peculation and waste of times that are gone,
not only my faith in his sincerity is lessened, but my blood
runs cold with the imagination of such dangerous fallacy.
While his scheme would be inefficient for the end in view,
it would subject thousands of the innecent to misery: it
would introduce a reign of terror.

Mr. Cobbett has, for months past, in his Political Re-
gister, engaged the attention “of his readers with the subject
of national remedies; and here he has displayed his usual
acuteness and penetration in exposing the errors of others.
When it comes to this his own wit's-end on the subject, with
what melancholy sensations of every kind must we be -
pressed ?

Mr. Cobbett’s idea of refunding is not of recent date,
though only now formally declared. He has hinted at it for
years ; and it is truly astonishing, that a mind so superior
could have so long harboured a thought so delusive. No
man knows better than he does the vast resources of this
country; and how easily the burdens of the people could
be lightened witkout any retrospective law, merely by just
and economical arrangement. He knows that the very ex-
istence of our enormous debt is the best pledge that we have
resources for paying it off; and he cannot be ignorant that,
with stable credit, price would rise to equalize so far the
present ruinous disproportion between real and fictitious
property.

My notions as to the remedy for national distress have
been long stationary. Last year, in a printed letter, I con-
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densed them within this short sentence: “ Down with all
taxes which affect industry, and let them rest on rents and
tdle capital; commute tithes; and devise measures, which
may be very simple, for the abolition of pauperism.” This
year, I read at the late meeting, from a printed hand-bill, the
following scheme, ‘which, as something very extraordinary
must soon be done, is as practicable as any other equally
efficient:—

¢ A property and income tax is that and that alone by
which the country can be preserved in peace. While it is
withdrawn from the fields of industry, let it remain on the
wastes of idleness,—let it affect only rents and interest, and
let incomes proceeding from these be further taxed, in the
ralio of their increase. Let such incomes at 1,000 per
annum be charged with one per cent.; at 2,000/, with two
per cent.; and so upwards to 100,000/, per annum, where
the ratio of imcrease may safely termmnate. This scheme
would admit of all taxes on malt, salt, soap, candles, leather,
bricks, tiles, &c. &c. being withdrawn. It would sustain
the national credit, check immorality, give spirit to industry,
and make the poor man’s face beam with joy.”

ROBERT GOURLAY.
Deptford Farm, March 28, 1816.

One reason for .my here inserting these news-
paper extracts is, that my Canadian friends (for
such I boast of having, notwithstanding my seve-
rities to them as politicians) may read the simple
document which an illiberal, up-setting Attor-
ney-General would not suffer to be read in
court; and see that I can challenge scrutiny here
at home ; but my chief object is to draw attention
to, these words,  price would rise.” To point
to these words now that price has fallen, and
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Mr. Cobbett, with Lord Fitzwilliam and others,
have made up their minds that it will fall still
lower, may seem wanton folly; but I shall stick tomy
text, and if no malignant star, to borrow a provise
from Mr. Francis Moore, comes in the way, shall
prophesy that they will even rise. - There was no
person more thoroughly convinced than I was for
many years before the peace; that price would not
keep up so high as it had been; but I am as
thoroughly convinced that at this moment it might
have been kept up much higher than it now is;
and the question is vitally important. Price de-
pends much upon demand, and demand upon con-
sumption. The price of an article too, is often re-
gulated by the strength to hold, A needy man
can never obtain so high a price for hig goods as a
man at ease in his eircumstances. Well do I know
it.  What has made the price of a farm in Canada
with a log-house, as spoken of above, in the extract
from the Times newspaper, ¢ less than the usual
law expenses incurred to affect thesale ”? That is
not the natural price, and cannot continue as it is.
The absolute poverty of the holder has gone so far
to produce the effect; and want of demand, from
stagnation of trade and general poverty, has summed
up the poor account, Ever since the funding sys+
tem and paper money had existence, there has, I
presume, been stagnation, and the price of land
and its produce has fallen at the termination of
war. This happened to a great extent after the
American revolutionary war, and now to a greater
degree, clearly from a too sudden stop being put to
1
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activity. 1 would have the reader pause, and fix
this very word, activity, in his mind, as important,
The activity of war has destruction for its main
object: yet in spite of this destruction,—this waste,
such is the virtue of activity that a surplus of gain
may be secured by it. At the end of wars, ac-
tivity, stimulated by the violent passions which
make and maintain them, is too hastily checked.
It is checked from the subsiding of passion, when
it should be excited more and more, only having

its direction changed from destruction and waste to -

profitable production. The fall of price was great-
ly owing to the lessening of Government transac-
tions with peace, and the consequent diminished
issue of Government paper. Suppose Government
had continued transactions and expenditure to the
full extent in peace as in war ; only with this' dif-
fereniee, that those to whom they paid out money,
had been employed profitably instead of wastefully
— had been induastrious farmers and mechanics, in-
stead of soldiers, and officers of soldiers, what now
would have been the issue? Certainly, among
other effects, price would have been kept high, and
all would have been prosperous. Every thing, on
the contrary, has been done to lower price: trans-
action and excitement have been lessened; con-
sumption has decreased ; industry has pined :
« Ttis idlesse all;
« Knight, and Page, and household Squire,”

« Loiter!” loiter! loiter!

We may keep up an immense army in peace; we

may pay away forty millions of interest of debt, to
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maintain idlers ; but we cannot do it by idleness ;
and now more than half the people of England are
idle! -Price has increased in modern times, not
merely from the issue of Government paper, but
from the trade of banking. That trade will im-
prove ; and as confidence gets established, will more
and more furnish means for rational and well-digest-
ed adventure. Though taxation and Government
were put down together, and for ever, paper money
would circulate and circulate more and more freely,
as men became more and more worthy of confi-
dence, by greater intelligence, and more steady
habits. Paper money has not caused the present
distress ; but the cessation of that activity which
kept it afloat. This is truly worthy of attention,
and yet it has been entirely kept out of view, or
never thought of. Let profitable employment be
found for all that are willing to work : let Govern-
ment again issue its paper in every direction, where
it can yield a certain return, and, undoubtedly,
mankind may flourish in peace, as well as in war:
undoubtedly we may keep faith, and fulfil our
engagements with public creditors.

When confined in Niagara jail, I addressed the
Representatives of the people of Upper Canada,
about to meet in Parliament, with a view to attract
notice to the principle which I here but poorly do
Jjustice to. I shall, now that the British Parliament
is about to meet, copy in my Address, as it was
printed in the Niagara Spectator newspaper, and let
it be exposed to scrutiny, in a country where there

is no want of mental discernment, and at a time
3
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when the spirit of actevity should be roused, even
for the salvation of the empire. 1 purposely let my
ideas go loosely before the public. T have full con-
fidence in my fundamental principles, and when I
am attacked, I shall be ready to defend. 1 have
written below the title POSTSCRIPT, “ chiefly for

after reference and discussion,” and I have done S0,
mviting challenge.

NIAGARA SPECTATOR, JUNE 10, 1819.

TO THE PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
PEOPLE OF UFPFER CANADA.
Niagara Jail, 7th June, 1819,
GENTLEMEN,

Itis a lamentable fact, that men will sometimes continue
to hate.those whom they have injured, for no other reason,
but because they themselves have already done so much
wrong. Having made this remark, [ shall not apply it to any
particular case, but wish that all of us, for the future, may be
guarded against a propensity so very detestable, and ruinous
to human felicity.

You are this day meeting together, to legislate for your
country; and I, driving from my memory all past occur-
rences, looking anxiously to the eventful moment, and keep-
ing only one object in view, viz. the general good, have con-
sidered by what means, and to what end, your labours may
be most beneficially directed. With a mind thus abstracted
and serious, knowing that you are not prepared to 2o so far as
could be wished, it seems prudent to confine myself to that
which is most likely of being accomplished.

In my earliest reflections upon the political condition of
this province, I saw restraints which greatly retarded its im-
provement, and which scemed so obvious, that I could not

doubt they would be speedily removed. The greatest im-
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mediate restraint seemed to arisé out of the state of property,
to which there appeared a simple and effectual remedy in the
adoption of a new system of taxation. To this subject my
attention has been very often directed ; and to this 1 would
now beg leave to call particular notice,

It is not vanity to say that I have, for many years, devoted
much reflection to the subject of taxation, generally. Itis
merely stating a fact; and liberal minds will admit of my
frankly communicating some of the results, without being
moved by this or any other passion.

My reflections have led me to believe, that the chief per-
fection of Government is to be looked for in the adoption of
a correct and just system of taxation. This, I am convinced,
may be so regulated, as not only to contribute sufficiently to
every public enterprise, but to command the destinies of
power and property, every way to good.

Mankind have looked with astonishment to the mighty
achievements of England. They have seen her, single-
handed, contending with Europe,—nay, almost with the world
besides ; and they have seen her rising in strength as effort
was required ;—they have seen her unexpectedly prevail over
innumerable difficulties. 'Whence has she derived her
strength 7 From her system of taxation.

In former ages, the energies of our species have been called
forth to war, as furiously as we in our day have witnessed.
In former ages, we have seen those energies sometimes elicited
by superior genius, and sometimes impelled by the influence
of accumulated treasure; but, till this age, never did the
evamescent skill of the financier fully display its powers;
never did human policy so completely excite and control
human exertion; never did waste, to such a degree, induce
excitement; nor excitement so completely supply the de-
vouring jaws of waste.

Often have I wandered in my fields at home, ruminating
ow the principle whicly upheld our national greatness: often
have' I indulged the blissful reverie, that it was possible to
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make the same principle operate in time of peace, to the in-
crease and‘enjoyment of our kind, as, in war, it had been bent
on destruction and misery. But where—where, I would say,
is there room for action? This little island already overflows
with people : every spot is cultivated—every art driven to
perfection. Arrived in Canada, surveying its boundless fo-
rests and its noble river, there were at once before me scenes
of action, objects of employment, and incitements to exer-
tion. What more is wanted here, but to give the first
impetus to motion? And what may not motion effect—
what may not be its wonderful increase ?—But before coming
to the point of action for Canada, let me glance at some of
those circumstances which have emabled England to display
such mighty power. Her system of taxation is not one which
could primarily have been brought into full play; neither
could it at all have been practicable in every country. Eng-
land, happy in her local situation, contains within herself
more natural advantages than any otlier spot of equal extent ;
and her population, sufficiently great and dense, is. pent up
and secure by the surrounding ocean. In England; honour
and shame are made to toil together. There ambition has
the highest range, and necessity the direst spur :—there, from
poverty to extreme wealth, we behold a highway, but it is
crowded, and only he who labours hard can get on. He
looks behind, and is terrified with want: he casts his eye
before him, and longs for the glittering prize. Competitors
paut by his side : there is health, there is vigour, there is joy
in the race. Where, in the wide world, do we see mankind
so busy, by night and by day, as in England? In England,
at all events, there must be action, and in action there is gain.
It was from the extraordinary increase of this action, arising
from a variety of causes, that the means were created which
sustained the late war. The Government sent abroad its
armies, and tens of thousands were annually slain; yet the
waste of life was inferior to the supply, and population conti-
nited to increass. The Government squandered its hundreds
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of millions, but the monied means became more and more
ready at command. In all this, there was no miracle. A full
inspection of the materials and machinery, is sufficient to ac-
count for the wonderful results.

Mere population, however great, will do nothing without
excitement ; nor will wealth alone continually sustain exer-
tion. China swarms with human beings ; but they are things
without passion,—feeble, and tame—Iloiterers in the paths of
improvement. Spain had her treasury long replenished from
Mexico and Peru; but her wealth served, ultimately, only to
enervate ; and her body politic, as well as her people, be-
came plethoric and dull.  England has wealth, directly pour-
ed into her from the West and East Indies, besides the gene-
ral profits of trade ; but this wealth flows not immediately
into the Treasury. Its course is better directed. It first
spreads out among the people ; gives pleasure to the rich, an
aim to the ambitious, and employment to the poor. An in-
ward flow of wealth so very great, would be ruinous to so-
ciety, had it no vent: it would tend to repletion, and reple-
tion would induce disease. The war afforded vent to the
vast surplus of English wealth, as well as for her spare po-
pulation. In one sense, it created health and vigour. The
cessation of war has, in some respects, already produced lan-
guor and disease: it has diminished consumption, and
stopped up the ducts of beneficial waste. War and waste
were, of themselves, to be deplored ; but so far their effects
were good. The desideralum now is, seeing that such agents
have promoted beneficial action and production, to draw
forth activity, and thence have production by peaceful means,
and for peaceful ends.

I have not lauded, and shall not laud, the English system of
taxation, as one which I approve, or should wish to see imi-
tated. Ithas rested on oppression, and has begotten oppressors.
1 have spoken of it only as it has displayed the wonderful
efforts which mankind can make, with sufficient excitement.
The English system of taxation would never have been made
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so productive, but by a corrupt representation of the people.
With the people, Boroughmongers have no common feeling :
nay, their interests run counter ; and, as tools of the Minister,
they are altogether perfect. They are the handspikes which
squeeze from the grape the wine which itself would not yield.
No system of this kind can be established here. The people,
fairly represented, will not endure that degree of pressure
which is required, to put industry to its full stretch; and
while there is not sufficient necessity to goad, there is a
want of ambition to lead on. Still, however, nature presents
here most inviting objects for exertion, and when the course
is fairly opened, the race may not be slack.

In contriving the system of taxation which now has place
in this province, no thought, I am convinced, was bestowed
on the effects which mightbe produced from one system more
than another. It was only considered how the required
means, for Government purposes, could be most directly pro-
cured. At first, money was only seen in shops and taverns ;
and a licence upon these was adequate, for a time, to afford
the little wanted. By and by, the farmers’ stock increased,
and the principle of taxing property, according to its value,
was adopted. As a burden, taxes are here trifling ; and it is
a saying, that without challenge, all is well. The wild lands
of absentees being untaxed, first gave rise to complaint. To
tax the lands of absentees, has been the object of repeated
motions in Parliament ; and a Bill, for this purpose, got so

far as to be printed. - The order of the day now is, that they
must, at least, be made to contribute to the improvement of
roads, I am to propose that they shall do more. 1In fact, I
mean to strike at the root of the present system of taxation,
and exhibit an entire new one for adoption, I shall first
briefly sketch out my scheme, then pull down the old one;
and, lastly, set forth what effects may be produced by the
other, when substituted in its place.

My proposal then is to have but one tax for the collec-
tion of revenue in this province—a general land tax, making

SN
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no distinction whatever between wild and cultivated land,
public or private property, that of residents or absentees;
the rule of estimating value to be governed by one consi-
deration, the rate of population of the township in which the
land is situated, taken in conjunction with that of the peigh-
bourhood. A few examples will best illustrate what I mean.

Let us take it for granted that the average value of land
throughout the province is 20s. per acre, and the average
rate of population, 1,000 souls to a township of 60,000 acres.
Say that township A has this precise population and extent,
is bounded nine miles by the lake or river, of which no ac-
count shall be taken, nine miles by Township B, containing
1,500 souls, nine miles by Township C, containing 1,500
souls, and nine miles by Township D, uninhabited, or, by
unsurveyed land, Township A heing within itself at par,
and, thus bounded, remains at par, viz. 20s, per acre.

Say again, that Township E, of equal extent as Town-
ship A, contains 1,500 souls, is bounded nine miles by F,
containing 1,000 souls, nine miles by G, containing 800 souls,
nine miles by H, containing 1,800 souls, and nine miles by
I, containing 2,000 souls. Thus situated, the land of E
shall be reckoned worth 28s. 4 8.d.

Again, say that Township R, of equal extent as the above,
contains no inbabitants, and is bounded by Townships S,
T, W, and X, containing, respectively, 500, 400, 800, and
200 souls. 'This will make the land of R worth 55, 71d.

Again, say that Township W contains 500 souls; and is
bounded by Y for nipe miles, containing 1,000 souls, and
on the other three sides by uninhabited land, This will
make the land of W worth 6s. per acre.

These examples sufficiently shew the principle upon
which I would have the value of land estimated. A Town.
ship may contain more or less than 60,000 acres, or it may
be bounded by more than four townships, and perhaps
irregularly. In such cases a little more calculation only is
wanted to give an equally fair result. "The idea of rajsing all
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taxes from land, is not new. 1t has often been the subject
of political discussion; aud often have I mused upon it
before my acquaintance with this country. In an old coun-
try, many objections start up against its adeption; here I
know of none, = Throughout the whole province nature has
wonderfully equalized the value of land. What is better in
point of quality, is generally worse in point of local si-
tuation ; and, at this early stage of settlement, minute dif-
ferences in this respect are of very little consequence. The
simplicity of such a scheme—the economy and ease of
management are highly to be prized. If the owner of land
is out of the country, or tardy in paying his assessment, an
entry of debt can forthwith be made against him, his account
to become chargeable with compound interest, a half per
cent. above the ordinary rate; the law declaring this debt
inseparable from the land, and preferable to every other,
while it gave a power of sale for recovery, at the termina-
tion of agiven number of years, say 10, 15, or 20. The
perfection of a land tax, in a new country, is obvious, so far
as speculators must either settle, sell, or pay for their profits.

Having said thus much of what I propose for adoption,
let me briefly state wherein the present system of taxation is
erroneous and impolitic.

In the first place, rating all wild land at the same value of
4s. per acre, is glaringly wrong. Some wild land in remote
situations being worth less than even 4s., while other wild
land is worth ten times as much. In the second place, it
is very unfair to rate a lot of wild land one farthing less than

a ltof  cultivated land, to which it is immediately adjoin-
ing. The wild land rises in value merely from the labour
bestowed on that which is cultivated, and, in strict justice,
ought rather to be rated higher, from the consideration of its
being a nuisance. The revenue from Town lots is a baga-
telle, which should be left to the controul of the inhabitants
of the towns respectively, for their immediate comfort and
convenience, Taxing houses, and their fire-places, in a new
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country, is a sin against nature: good houses should rather
have a premium. Taxing mills is damnable : taxing shops
and storehouses is nearly as bad; but, when we get among
the taxed horses, the taxed milch cows, and the taxed horned
cattle, what can we do but laugh at the monstrous absurdity,
and think that the whole scheme was contrived by an ass?
Suppose a mechanic, whose daily bread is earned by his ten
fingers, has a certain weight continually to bear about with
him, I should think that, if he could not distribute the burden
equally over his body, that somewhere between the shoulders
might be an appropriate situation for the mass of it; but
certainly, not a single grain should be allowed to entangle
the fingers, or even the parts adjoining. Husbandry stock,
shops, and mills, are the very fingers of industry, and ought,
at all events, to go clear of incumbrance. (See the Table of
Assessment, vol. 1L, page 355.)

When we see any thing very far wrong, and but feeble
efforts employed for amendment, we may with some reason
suspect that there is a snake in the grass. To excuse the
ass above-mentioned, I have occasionally thought that the
present system of taxation had been introduced by some
law-beleagured judge from England, partly perhaps under
instructions from the landed oligarchy, or partly besotted
with the notion that Mr. Pitt’s practice was correct, of run-
ning into every corner to tax the middling and poorer classes
of society, while his friends of the higher order went com-
paratively free; but then looking across Niagara river, and
finding that a system somewhat of the same kind obtains
among our neighbours, my investigation into the cause is
still restless—I am still disposed to make further conjecture.
The majority of those who legislate in all countries, rank
with the wealthier class of society, and selfishness will in-
variably have its bias. Let us first consider the private
circumstances of our legislative councillors of Upper Ca-
nada. Say that one holds 100,000 acres of land; another
80,000; a third 60,000; a fourth 40,000 ; and the remain-
ing five so much as to bring the average of each councillor’s
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landed estate to 20,000 acres. This being the case, we
cannot wonder much that these gentlemen have hitherto
stood in the way of fairly taxing wild lands.  Now, further,
among yourselves, most honourable representatives of the
people of Upper Canada, we shall say that there is one
who possesses 50,000 acres of land; another 25,000; a
third 15,000; and the rest of you such extent, as to make
out, on the whole, an average possession of 5,000 acres of
land, which possession, though it will not operate so power-
fully as a selfish bias against the due taxation of wild land,
as the greater average possession of legislative councillors,
will still make you tardy, as you really have been; it will
still make you in some degree not so frank as in duty you
ought to be, for promoting the interests of your constituents,
who on an average do not possess above 400 acres of land,
of which a fifth part is under tillage; while out of your
5,000 acres, not more than a 25th 1s cultivated, nor, out of
the average possession of legislative councillors, not a 50th.
Being myself a holder of little more than 400 acres of land,
I, of course, sympathize most purely with my brother far-
mers; but, Gentlemen, were I a holder of 40,000 acres of
land, such is my assurance that the principle of taxation now
proposed by me, would be infipitely for the advantage of all,
that I would push the adoption of it with so much the
greater zeal. Land in America is the very lubber-fiend
which checks its own improvement. Could nine-tenths of it be
sunk in the sea, and afterwards emerge by tenths, gradually,
as it became absolutely necessary for the wants of mankind,
there would be infinite gain in every way. The people of
the States are wasting their strength by spreading too rapidly
over their wide domains : nor is the dropsical condition of
that country likely to have a speedy cure. Here, in Canada,
circumscribed by narrower bounds, the disease may be easier
checked, and the fullest advantage obtained from compact
settlement,

Before proceeding to consider the use and effect to he
b b
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made and produced by condensing all taxes into one upon
land, let me sweep down the remaining lumber of the old
system. There are all the trashy duties upon importations
from the United States, which should fall by the lump, not
excepting that upon salt, imposed by the wisdom of
your very last session. To go to the cheapest market,
wherever it may be, is economy: to punish ourselves, that
others may suffer, is wretched policy : to give scope to free
trade is noble: to beggar custom-houses is delightful ; and,
looking to moral improvement, there is more hope in the
end of smuggling than in the beginning of preaching. The
tax upon whiskey stills is merely a premium upon rum, a less
wholesome beverage, and a drawback from the profits of the
Canadian farmer, in favour of the West India planter. To
tax billiard tables, which might give exercise in bad weather
to idle gentlemen, and perhaps draw them off from drinking
« One bottle more,” is a foolish conceit, especially when
dice may be rattled at will, and a dirty pack of cards makes
part of the furniture of every cobhler’s stool. Lastly, and
here I shall have opposition from every bench of worshipful
magistrates, there should not even be a tax upon taverps.
All—all should be free of taxation but land, To tax taverns
as a palliative against debauchery is delusive : to tax them in
order to make advantage of travellers is ungenerous and un-
wise: to tax them at the discretion of magistrates, is giving
an inlet to favouritism and arbitrary power: to tax them
merely as a source’ of revenue, is altogether unnecessary.
Off—off, with all taxes but one upon land; and then, the
heavier that is made by large and judicious expenditure on
public works, so much the better :—then, indeed, Canada
shall flourish.

Let us take it for granted that the province contains one
hundred townships of 60,000 acres each, on an average, va-
lued at 20s. per acre, thus giving a total value of £6,000,000:
one per cent. on which, viz. £60,000, we shall assume as
the first required annual revenue. How simple and fair
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becomes the business of voting the yearly supply in future.
An estimate is made out of what 1s required ; and whatever
it is, double, treble, a half, a fourth, or a sixteenth, more or
less, becomes the sole consideration. Out of this supply I
should propose to defray every public charge whatever: the
charges of the civil list—of making and repairing roads,
canals, &c. As to roads, they should rank under three
descriptions. Provincial, being those great leading roads
which connect together the remotest points, and which
should draw from the public fund an absolute sufficiency
for their being made and kept perfect. Secondly, district roads,
being those connecting less distant points, and which should
have support proportionate to the assessed value of the
districts through which they pass ; and lastly, township roads,
which should have their proportion afforded on the same
principle.

It ought to be allowed, at all hands, that good roads are
of the first consequence in the improvement of any coun-
try; and it is clear thatif a fair principle is once fixed upon
for the making and support of these, the hand to extort
means to such ends may be at once relentless and just; for,
the greater the expenditure, the greater, certainly, will be
the gain, But, Gentlemen, I now proceed to the grand
purposes which taxation, on the proposed plan, when once
adopted, and put in spirited action, may accomplish—I
mean its application to the improvement of the St. Law-
fence navigation ; and its being made a bond of connexion
between Canada and England—a bond by which both
countries may reap infinite advantage. Let me first, how-
ever, rid myself of a little latent contempt, by laughing
outright at the grave resolutions of your last session, to
apply to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent for a
hundred thousand acres of land, to be intrusted to a com-
mittee for executing this great work out of the sales thereof.
God help us! what will the sale of such a quantity of land
fetch, as things are now managed ? Truly, perbaps as much
bb 2
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as, added to the pittance (£2,000) voted out of the taxes of
the province for defraying the expenses of a survey, might
complete that object respectably with plans and estimates,
Very truly, my clodhopping brothers-—most august legislators,
1 am ashamed of you: so do be so good as wipe off this
nonsensical concern along with the gagging act, that we
may all be friends again; and, in the issue, recover some
little claim to the possession of common sense. You can-
not think how anxious I am to get home to England, and
report you all in a sane state of mind, after the damnable
alarm you have given to John Bull.—Well, hoping the best,
let us proceed.

Gentlemen, the St. Lawrence navigation should be looked
to as a great national object; this province affording security
for the repayment of all charges, and Britain promoting
the work with a loan of money, and the supply of hands.
Was the affair properly represented to the imperial par-
liament, there would neither be difficulty nor delay in the
accomplishment. Permit me to give you a slight sketch
of ways and means, for the sake of illustration. Now
that there is peace, Britain could spare out of her popu-
lation, annually, 100,000 souls with advantage ; but they
who would willingly emigrate, have not the means of trans-
port. My very first fancy towards Upper Canada, burned
forth from a desire to effect the vast object of finding a vent
for these poor people, with whose circumstances I have
been peculiarly well acquainted for near twenty years; but,
here I am, for my zeal in the cause. Under the wing of
wealthy farmers, many thousands of them might before now
have been comfortably lodged in the province, had all gone
well; and by mext summer many thousands may still be
at work on the 8t. Lawrence navigation. I have taken the
present value of the settled part of the province to be
6,000,000/. Suppose a navigation for vessels of 200 tons
could be opened from Montreal to Lake Ontario, in the
course of five years from the present time, and that during
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the same time there was an influx of 20,000 souls annually
into the province, pray, may we not fairly calculate that
from 6,000,0000. value, the territory settled by the end of
that period, would be fully worth three times as much;
and that an expenditure of 2,000,000/ might very easily be
repaid out of the taxation of the province before the end of
ten years ?

Let us exhibit a jotting of how things might go on;
5,000 able-bodied men could be transported from Britain,
at the rate of 10/. each*, and be at work on the canal by

the 1st of June, 1820 - - - - £ 50,000
Transport of 10,000 women and children, sup-

posed to accompany the men - - - 50,000
Pay of 5,000 men at work, from 1st June, till

1st December,1820—six months - - 100,000

Ditto, till 1st April, 1821, four months - - 30,000
Ditto, till 1st December, 1821, eight months - 130,000
Transport of 5,000 men, with 10,000 women and

children, 1821 - - - - - - 100,000

Pay of these second year’s men, from 1st June, till
1st December, 1821 - - - - - 100,000
Interest and contingencies - - . - 40,000
600,000

At this period discharge the first year’s men, who
refund their transport, and have in pocket 10/
per man - . - - - - - 100,000

Total expenditure up to 1st December, 1821 - 500,000

* By personal inquiries made at the ports of Glasgow, Leith,
and Aberdeen, spring, 1820, I found £7. was the common charge
foraman. On contract, and after a grand system of emigration
was set on foot, the charge would be greatly lowered.
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Brought forward » - = e - 500,000
Pay of second year's men, from 1st December,

1821, 6ll 1st April, 1822 - - = = 80,00
Ditto, till 1st December, 1822, eight months - 130,000
Transport of third year's men; with women and

children - - - - - - 100,000

Pay of these men from 1st June, till 1st December,
1822, six months - - - - - 100,000
Interest and contingencies - B i - 40,000
900,000

Daduct, refunded by the second year’s men; now
discharged - B - - - - 100,000
Total expenditure up to 1st December, 1822 - 800,000

It would serve no purpose to go farther with such a
sketch. My meaning is already clear; and the practicabi-
lity of the proceeding is obvious. 1 suppese the men to
contract at home only for the labour of twe seasons; and
they are above represented as entirely quit of the work at
the end of the second season. One half however may be
supposed to return, and make engagements for labour, the
third, or even fourth summer, so as to give any required
acceleration to the business; To employ the hands during
the four months of theif first winter; would require a little
arrangement ; but with this, jobs sufficient could be found
while so great an undertaking was on foot. It will be ob-
served; that there are mever more than 5,000 men to be
thus provided for; and being free by the commencement
of the second winter, with a sufficiency of cash for present
wants, they might either spread themselves over the country,
in the service of others, or they might make a begimning
in clearing land for themselves. By this time, not only
reconciled to the novelty of their situation, but pretty well
informed as to the various modes of management; and taught
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to handle the axe, they would be free of all that gloom
and awkwardness, which is so heart-breaking to old country
people, when they have to go directly into the woods after
their first arrival in this country.

Gentlemen, could I be adsured that there was to be a
speedy end to all illiberal and trifling proceedings, how joy-

fully should I continue to write on this glorious theme.

ROBERT GOURLAY.

In the same Newspaper, there appeared a report
of proceedings in the British Parliament, re-
specting distresses in Ireland. I shall here copy in
part of this alluded to in my next week’s commu-
nication.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Tuesday, April 6, 1819.

Sir John Newport rose, to call the attention of the House
to the state of disease in Ireland, and to move for the revival
of the Committee of last Session, with a view to make further
inguiries upon this subject. It would be recollected, that in
consequence of the Report of the Committee of last Session,
a legislative measure was adopted; and one of the objects of
the proposed Committee would be, to inquire into the effect
and operation of that measure; whether it had served, and in
what degree, to mitigate the disease which had so long afflicted
Ireland. That the measure alluded to had done good, he was
ready and happy to admit; but, unfortunately, the ravages of
disease still continued. 1ts rage was indeed such, in the district
with which he was more particularly connected, that; within the
last twelve months, no less than 8,500 patients were adimitted
inito the fever hospitals of that district. But the want and
misery which prevailed among the poor, and which prothed
the violence of the fever; was really such, that the unfortunate
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sufferers were better off, even in the hospitals, than else~
where ; for out of doors they were condemned to endure the
aggravated distress which too often drove them back again, to
seekrelief, in the hospitals, from that disease which distress main-
ly engendered. Of the spread and violence of that disease, the
House might judge from this fact, that in the counties of
Dublin, Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, no less than 43,000
patients had been admitted into the fever hospitals, within a
period of fifteen months. After stating this melancholy fact,
he hoped the House would not think he asked too much, in
calling for the appointment of a Committee, to consider the
means of providing some remedy or mitigation for such an
alarming evil. 1f the House should agree with him, in think-
ing that this Committee should be appointed, it was his inten-
tion to move an instruction for that Committee to inquire, not
only as to the state of disease in Ireland, and the means best
calculated for its removal or mitigation, but as to the state of
the labouring poor, and the means of enabling individuals to
provide employment for them. Upon this last point, he
hoped the Committee would exercise the most diligent inves-
tigation. Itwas not his object to propose that the people
should look for the means of employment from the public
purse, but that private individuals, or associations of indivi-
duals, should not have any obstacles n their way, towards
providing employment for the labouring class. He trusted
the House would feel that, where such obstacles existed, they
should be immediately removed, and that whatever could be
effected by general regulation, towards facilitating the em-
ployment of the poor, ought to be promptly adopted. 1t was
known that, according to the opinion of the Commissioners
for surveying bogs and marshes of Ireland, there were no less
than 2,083,000 acres, which might be converted to purposes
of agriculture. One million of these acres had indeed been
already surveyed, levelled, and reported upon by the Com-
missioners. What scope, then, did such an extent of land
afford for the employment of the labouring poor! But the
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fact was, that this property was so intermixed, and belonging
to such a number of persons, that it was found impracticable
to render it so available as could be wished. To provide a
remedy, then, for this deficiency, and to enable individuals, or
associations of individuals, to furnish employment to the
poor, was one of the great objects to which it was proposed
to direct the attention of the Committee, who would naturally
be led, in the progress of their inquiry, into a consideration of
the means by which the labour of the Commissioners, to
whom he had alluded, might be rendered most productive to
the country. As far as the census now in progress had pro-
ceeded, it was found that out of a population of 3,840,000,
in certain districts in Ireland, the proportion employed in
agriculture, compared to that engaged in manufactures and
mechanical professions, was as 488,000 to 164,000. Such
a comparison, then, clearly demonstrated the necessity of
providing every possible employment for the labourers in
agriculture, especially as it was found, that without such em-
ployment, the labouring poor must be destitute of the com-
mon means of support. Without additional employ-
ment, indeed, a great mass of the labouring poor must be
reduced to absolute beggary. There was no district in
Ireland in which the population, employed in agriculture,
were not considerably more than those engaged as manufac-
turers and handicraftsmen. This was the case even in the
principal manufacturing counties of Antrim, Down, Armagh,
and Derry, where the proportion of agriculturists to manu-
facturers and handicraftsmen, was as 288 to 83. Hence,
then, it was obvious that nothing should be left undone which
promised, in any degree, to augment the means of employ=
ment for the labourers in agriculture; and hence he was in-
duced to think the point to which he had adverted, as of vital
importance to the interests of Ireland. Therefore he hoped
and trusted it would engage the most serious consideration of
the proposed Committee.

The Motion being read by the Speaker,
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Mr. C. Grant rose to second the motion, which he did; he
declared, with peculiar satisfaction. He lamented that, upon
the discussion of such an important subject, the Hause should
happen to be so thin, because he wished that the people of Ire=
land should be impressed with a high opinion of the interest
which Parliament felt in their concerns, and also that the peo-
ple of England should be fully apprized of the sufferings which
their Irish fellow-subjects had undergone for some years back 3
(confirms what had been said by Sir J. Newport, as to the
severity of sufferings, though they were diminishing, &c. but
still an advocate for the motion; &c.) In the melancholy
prevalence of disease, in the years 1816 and 1817, notoriously
owing to the scarcity which afflicted Ireland within that pe-
tiod, the poor suffered especially from want of food and fuel:
they were indeed so much distressed for food, that numbers
were absolutely obliged to feed upon such esculent plants as
they could find; such as potatoe tops, turnip tops, and cab-
bages. 'The depression of spirits and debility of body which
must be the consequence; naturally extended the ravages of
the fever; but nambers of the poor were the victims of those
very amiable qualities which so particularly characterized
their country—that hospitality which always opened their
doors to distress, and that affection for the dead, which dis-
tinguishes them in a peculiar degree, served to spread the
contagion; by exposing the pdor to its influence. But it was
to be hoped that some advantages would be found to result
hereafter, from the experience which the lower Irish had,
during this melancholy period—that they would be again more
prepared to guard against the extension of such calamity—
that they would take the precaution of beihg more cleanly in
their domestic habits—of fumigating their houses, of sepa-
rating the healthy from the sicky of changing their bedding
and their clothes. Inthese respects they had been heretofore
lamentably negligent, and hence the general suffering had
been more severe. The sufferings of the poor had; indeed,
been most severe, and notling could; perhaps, be more ad-
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mirable than the patience with which they suffered—(Hear,
hear, hear !)—for, although placed in such a state of despe-
rite distress, as, according to a great historian in his comments
upon similar misery in ancient Athens, might be supposed to
relax the morals of men, or render them indignant to the
obligations of law, or to the distinctions of right and wrong,
the Irish podr were peaceable and orderly. This meritorious
people were, indeed; most religiously resigned to that fate,
which, however, all that were rich and benevolent sought to
mitigate by all the means in their power. Nothing was; in
fact, left undone that could serve to relievedistress, or mitigate
disease ; and the afflicted were unbounded in the cordial ex-
pression of gratitude to their kind benefactors. Those bene-
factors comprehended every class of persons m the country:
One impulse directed all. The Clergy, of all persuasions,
took the lead in that work of charity, which they so diligently
(instances of benevolence noticed.) As to the

preached
plans of relief for the poor, proposed by the Right Hon.
Baronet, he was glad to find nothmg to countenance the idea,
that any legislative measure was contemplated in that House
for extending to Ireland that system of Poor Laws, the press
sure of which was so generally, so loudly, and so justly com=
plained of in this country—(Hear !)—He spoke thus empha-
tically; bécause such an idea was held forth by some indivi-
duals, who had; of course, but imperfectly considered the
subject. As to any legislative interposition, for providing
employment for the labouring poor, he could only be favour-
ablé to sucli measures as served to remove any obstacles to
that employment. 1f the Hon, Baronet had that removal only
in view=—if it were his object merely to facilitate the appli-
cation of capital through the operation, he should; of course,
be ready to co-operate with him. The Right Hon. Gentle-
man, after apologizing for having so long occupied the at-
tention of the House, sat down amidst loud and universal

cheering.
The Hon. Mr. Hulchinson said, theré was a subject to
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which he begged to call particular attention, as one upon
which much real good might be done for Ireland: he meant
that of absentees. If some measures were adopted by which,
at least, some part of the sums which absentee landlords drew
from their tenants were spent upon their estates, it would
afford employment and food to a great majority of poor.

Sir John Stuart rejoiced that the interests of Ireland were
committed to an individual at once so able and so well
info