Pacifist Julia Grace Wales and the National Peace Movement
Conflict on the Homefront: Wisconsin During World War |

Grade level: Secondary

Duration: One class period

In times of war American ideals of civil liberty and national security often clash. The resulting tension has brought
out both the best and worst in Americans. Students will learn firsthand how the people of Wisconsin experienced
the tension and conflict of wartime emotions from the posters, documents, photographs, and newspaper articles in
this unit. Inspired by a temporary exhibit at the Wisconsin Historical Museum, Conflict on the Homefront: Wisconsin
During World War | will help you engage your students in complex thinking and analytical skill-building activities.

Objectives

Students will:

e Analyze primary source documents
e Compare and contrast different opinions on historical events
e Learn about Julia Grace Wales and the pre-WWI Peace Movement

Background

Julia Grace Wales, an instructor of English at the University of Wisconsin, was working in Madison when war
erupted in Europe in August 1914. The young Canadian-born scholar was deeply troubled by news reports of the
brutal struggle. A close friend of Wales wrote that "the pity and horror of it seized upon her,” to the point that
Wales was physically sickened by accounts of the war. She became convinced that the conflict was not only
irrational but also un-Christian. Throughout the autumn of 1914, with President Wilson requesting that Americans
be "impartial in thought,” Wales struggled to think of a logical method for finding a solution to stop the fighting.

In December 1914, Julia Grace Wales formulated a plan, aptly described by its title, Continuous Mediation Without
Armistice. The plan proposed that the United States organize a conference consisting of intellectuals from all
neutral nations. This "world thinking organ™ would meet for the duration of the war, inviting suggestions from all
nations at war and simultaneously preparing proposals to end the war. The mediators recommendations would be
guided by two principles: (1) that peace must not mean humiliation to any nation, and (2) that it must not include
any compromises that might later restart the war.

In early 1915 the recently formed Wisconsin Peace Party endorsed Continuous Mediation Without Armistice, printing
and distributing copies in pamphlet form. It quickly became known as the Wisconsin Plan and achieved wide
popular support among state officials and pacifists nationwide. Led by pioneer social reformer Jane Addams, the
National Peace Party also endorsed the plan and sent a delegation to Washington, D.C., to present the idea to
President Wilson and Congress. Within months Wales was in the Netherlands for an International Congress of
Women (ICW). The ICW considered dozens of proposals but unanimously selected the Wisconsin Plan as a proposed
solution. The ICW had the Wisconsin Plan printed in four languages and distributed thousands of pamphlets
throughout Europe and North America.

Promoting a policy of "strict neutrality,” President Wilson received thousands of telegrams urging him to offer
mediation, and the president seemed genuinely interested in the plan. Yet the German U-boat sinking of the British
liner Lusitania in March 1915—with the loss of 1,200 lives, including 128 U.S. citizens—resulted in a new
uncertainty concerning the policy of neutrality. Administration officials backed away from mediation.

Lacking official support from the U.S. government, pacifists appealed to Henry Ford for leadership and financial
support. America's most famous industrialist advocated the Wisconsin Plan and organized an unofficial Neutral
Conference for Continuous Mediation in Sweden. In the winter of 1915-1916, Julia Grace Wales accompanied Ford
and other leading pacifists to Europe, but the peace movement had begun to decline. Led mostly by educated
professionals, the peace movement never achieved significant public support among middle- and working class
Americans. Although the majority of Americans remained in favor of "strict neutrality,” they also increasingly
considered "preparedness" a logical action.



With the United States' declaration of war against the Central Powers in April 1917, most pacifists, like most
Americans, considered it vital to back the Wilson Administration. Stressing that Wilson's call for a League of Nations
was equivalent to the goals of Continuous Mediation, Wales argued it was the "duty of the neutrals to throw their
fight on the right side and so hasten a just and durable peace." Following the declaration of war, American pacifists
who continued expressing their objections did so at great personal risk, challenged not only by state and federal
laws but also by neighbors and vigilante groups who considered such expressions unpatriotic.

Resource Materials

© Primary Source: International Plan for Continuous Mediation Without Armistice Brochure
(PDF, 978 KB)

@ Primary Source: Circular Letter from The Madison Branch of the Woman's Peace Party
(PDF, 413 KB)

© Student Worksheet: Analysis Questions for Women's Peace Party Documents (PDF, 147 KB)


https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/pdfs/lessons/EDU-Brochure-PacifistJuliaGrace-InternationalPlan.pdf
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/pdfs/lessons/EDU-Letter-PacifistJuliaGrace-MadisonBranch.pdf
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/pdfs/lessons/EDU-StudentWorksheet-PacifistJuliaGrace-PeaceQuestions.pdf










































