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REPORT ON CANADIAN ARCHIVES.

DOUGLAS BEYMNER, ARCHIYIST.

Honourable John Carling,

Minister of Agriculture,

&c., &c., &c.

Sir,—I have the honour to present the report on Archives for 1890.

The work of making transcripts of the State Papers deposited in the Public

Eecord Office, London, continues. These are carefully compared previous to being

bound in London and are again compared on being received here, so as to secure

the most absolute correctness. Besides those calendared in this report, there are

now on the shelves to this date, documents relating to the two Provinces, from the

period of their formation into Lower and Upper Canada, extending in the case of the

former to 1817, covering the period of the administration of General Alured Clarke

to that of Sir J. Cope Sherbrooke, and of the latter to 1823, which includes the

governorship of Simcoe to that of Sir Peregrine Maitland. The documents show the

organization of the Provinces, including the early legislation, and in the papers are

to be found correspondence, reports and other documents, relating, in both Provinces,

to the War of 1812-15, which, with the original papfers previously here, will supply

information respecting the events of that period, which cannot be obtained else-

where. The same remark applies to Indian affairs, the additional correspondence

in the transcripts supplementing the information contained in the original docu-

ments already in the Archives.

The papers relating to the titles of lands in Lower Canada, deposited in the

Registrar's office in Quebec, have been copied in full. A very complete index to the

contents of each volume has been made, and abstracts of the titles presented at the

time of taking the oath of fealty, recorded in the Actes de foy et hommage, have been

prepared by Mr. Marmette, Assistant Archivist. The abstracts were published in

the reports for the years 1884 and 1885. By referring to these reports much corres-

pondence would be saved, as questions are asked relating to the changes in pro-

prietorship of seigniories, to which an answer can be found by turning to the abstracts,

arranged alphabetically. The index to each volume is at the end of the volume to

which it refers, and is at once available for reference in the Archives rooms.

The publications of the Historical Manuscripts Commission (England) are

received as issued. This Commission has unearthed most important collections of

documents which have been preserved in the muniment rooms of old families, but

had continued useless, their contents being unknown. There are now twelve reports

published, with a varying number of appendices, each appendix containing a calendar

of documents reported on during the year covered by the report. The publica-

tions of the Public Record Office, London, are also regularly received, as are the

reports of the Deputy Keeper of Records (England).



An interesting MS Orderly book, kept by Captain Jacques Viger, during the

"War of 1812, has been presented by the Eeverend Father Jones, of St. Mary's Jesuit

College, Montreal. Mr, Ernest Marceau has contributed an important collection of

manuscripts relating to the construction of the Ottawa canals, containing the pro-

gress reports, and surveys on proposed changes and modifications of the system.

Dr. Eobert Bell, of the Geological Survey, has presented a collection of certificates

of marriages celebrated by the Eev. Andrew Bell, whilst Minister of Dundas and

Ancaster, from 1848 to 1851 and from 1854 to 1856, whilst Minister at L'Orignal, to

which place he had removed in 1852. The Provincial Governments have, as usual,

sent the oflScial publications relating to the individual Provinces, and in addition the

Provincial Secretary has sent valuable historical publications relating to the Province

of Quebec. Other contributions will be found acknowledged m the list at page xliv.

The ordinary work of indexing and preparing the documents for reference is

carried on systematically. The utmost economy is exercised in the expenditure of

the amount appropriated by Parliament for the prosecution of the work connected

with the Archives. I beg, however, to request your consideration of the propriety

of increasing the amount to provide for the carrying out of the objects of the branch,

so that a suitable sum may be set aside for obtaining transcripts of the documents

in Paria, reported on by Mr. Marmette, in order that that work may be prosecuted

as earnestly as its importance demands.

The calendar of State Papers forming part of this report, covers the period

from 1760 down to the division of the Province into Lower and Upper Canada by

the Imperial Act of 1791. The last volumes of the series (from Q-55) consist of

miscellaneous papers of various* dates, from 1762 down to 180u, gathered together to

complete the information relative to the old Province of Quebec. The royal instruc-

tions to Murray 1763 and Carleton 1775, are in volume Q-62—Al.

The following brief summary of the information contained in the volumes

calendared may be useful. The statements in the summary are, it is scarcely

necessary to say, drawn from the documents themselves.

The state of distress to which the French Canadian inhabitants were reduced,

as shown by the correspondence, was such as to render relief in some form neces-

sary, and. in 1761 the sum of £600 was raised by subscription of the merchants and

others, and each soldier in the regular army gave one day's provisions monthly to

relieve the immediate distress. Amherst wrote from New York in Februaiy, 1761,

that supplies would be sent as soon as the river opened, and also that the upper

country would be able to assist the lower. (A. & "VV. I., vol. 96, p. 223.) To provide

more permanent relief, however, and to give the inhabitants an opportunity of re-

trieving their fortunes, General Murray recommended that advances of money
should be made to the industrious, so that they might be enabled to resume

business. Much of the distress had apparently arisen from the non-payment of the

obligations incurred by the French Government, settled for in paper money, of

which large amounts were outstanding at the time of the capitulation by Vaudreuil,

and which remained unpaid tor several years. The conespondence shows the

efforts made by the British Government not only to obtain payment for the new

subjects from the Court of France, but also to warn them from disposing of their

paper money at a low price to jobbers and speculators.



A comparatively large proportion of the correspondence relates to Indian

affairs; but the Indian war, led by Pontiac, is only hinted at in this correspondence,

and that on account of a force of Canadian Militia being raised to co-operate with

the forces to the southward, there being peace with the Indians in the Province of

Quebec. Numerous details of the Pontiac war will be found in the calendar of the

Bouquet Papers, published in the report on Archives for 1889.

Scattered throughout the volumes are documents of a most important character

relating to ecclesiastical affairs ; the selection of Bishops ; the admission of

priests from Europe; the claims on the Jesuit Estates, In the series of volumes

beginning at 50—A and continuing to 50—H, there is a complete report on the

property of the Jesuits, the result of an investigation arising out of the grant of the

estates to Lord Amherst, the first Govei-nor of Canada after the conquest.

General Murray, who was Lieutenant Governor at Quebec, had by no moans an

enviable position. It is clear, from the correspondence, that from the beginnings

he and the new settlers, the old subjects as they were called, were at almost complete

variance. How far Murray's sweeping charges against them are strictly true is,

from this consideration, open to doubt. The charges made by them against Murray,

and which led to his recall, are as bitter against him as his were against them, and

the probability is that allowance must be made on both sides for exaggerations

arising from a heated state of feeling. But this, taken with the addresses to Murray

by the seigniors and leading men among the French Canadians, and the memorial by

them to the King for his restoration to office, contradict, to a considerable extent, the

charges ofinjustice towards the French inhabitants under the military regime which

continued from 1760 to 1764, during which General Murray maintained an active super-

vision in the Government of Quebec over the proceedings of the military courts, and

Gage had joined to them in the government of Montreal a certain number of the

French Canadian captains of militia, who shared in the administration of justice in

the five districts and city into which the government of Montreal was divided. In

these courts sittings were held every fortnight, at which civil cases were decided

according to the laws and customs of the country. General Gage, in writing to

General Amherst in 1762, says :

—" I feel the highest satisfaction that I am able to

" inform you that during ray command in this government I have made it my con-

" stant care and attention that the Canadians should be treated agieeable to His

"Majesty's kind and humane intentions. No invasion on the properties or insult on

"their persons has gone unpunished. All reproaches on their subjection by the fate

"of arms, revilings on their customsor country, and all reflections on their religion

" have been discountenanced and forbid. No distinction has been made between the

"Briton and Canadian, but equally regarded as subjects of the same Prince. The
" soldiers live peaceably with the inhabitants and they reciprocally acquire an

"aftection for each other. I have, notwithstanding, made known His Majesty's

"pleasure on these particulars to the several commanders of corps, that every

"individual may be acquainted therewith, which will, no doubt, add the greatest

" weight to the orders and directions which have been already given. And you may
" be assured that troops who have ever shown the most ardent desire to advance the

"interest of their Sovereign, and paid the most exact obedience to his commands will

'' vie with each other in brotherly love and affection to the Canadians over whom
" His Majesty has extended his royal favour and protection."



A feeling of hostility, however, existed on the part of a portion of the British

settlers towards the French Canadians, and much discontent was shown at what
they considered undue partiality towards the new subjects. The establishment of

Civil Government, with the extensive powers given to the justices of the peace,

seemed to afford an opportunity to indulge this feeling. There was great jealousy

and dislike, too, between the military and civil magistrates, which found vent in the

attack on Thomas Walker, details of which and of the subsequent proceedings are to

be found in the correspondence. A sketch of this affair was published in the report

on Archives for 1888, beginning at page xi, with documents at Note A of the same
eport.

In 1*765, Murray was recalled, but did not leave till June of the following year,

the duties from that time till the arrival of Sir Guy Carleton in September, being

discharged by Lt. Colonel Irving as administrator. lur the report on Archives for

1888, at l!^ote B, ai'e the memorials of the Quebec traders, supported by the merchants

of London, for Murray's recall, with the counter memorial from the seigniors of

<^uebec for his retention in the office of Governor. In the former he is charged

with enacting vexatious, oppressive and unconstitutional ordinances, with refusing

to listen to remonstrances against them, and with treating petitioners with "rage

and rudeness of demeanour," and as a climax apparently

:

" His further adding to this by the most flagrant partialities, by fomenting parties
^' and taking measures to keep Your Majesty's old and new subjects divided from one
" another by encouraging the latter to appiy for judges of their own national
" language."

The seigniors, on the other hand, in their memorial for General Murray's con-

tinuance as governor, spoke of his generosity, and that of his officers ; of his affabil-

ity ; of the justice of the military courts which he established, and of the tranquillitj'-

they enjoyed until the establishment of civil government, and add :

" We supplicate you, if you will cast your looks on us, to accede to our wishes to
" retain Mr. Muri-ay as head of this Province, which his valour preserved to you, and
" who by his generosity and mildness has attached the people to him, and to send him
" back to us.'*^

The state of uncertainty respecting the administration of justice continued after

Sir Guy Carleton had assumed the government. At Note A will be found documents

showing the complaints; further remarks on that subject are deferred till the

documents in the note are considered.

Sir Guy Carleton had scarcely taken office when he became involved in a dispute

with the Legislative Councillors respecting his right to select advisers from the

Council, instead of consulting the whole body. It was apparently a design on the

part of the new governor to form a privy council, and a determination on the part

of the members that all should be placed on an equal footing. The remonstrance

was treated by Carleton with a high hand; he declined to be dictated to respecting

the men whom he should consult in matters regarding which the consent of the

Council was not necessary, and declared that not only would he consult such mem-
bers of the Council as he thought fit, but also such persons not of the Council as he

found to be men of good sense and not swayed by party passions.

* Nous la sunplions si elle veut bien jettes les yeux sur nous de le rendre it nos vceux, de le conserve!-

gouvemeur en cnef de cette Province, que sa valeur lui k conserve et dont sa generosite et sa douceur lui

ont attache les peuplades et de nous le renvoyer.



Much of Carleton's time was occupied in trying to bring into order and system

the laws of the Province, regarding which there were disputes from the beginning of

civil government. One of his earliest acts was the issue of a proclamation announc-

ing that he had relinquished all the fees and perquisites that had previously been

exacted by the Governors. "Writing to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he says;

that besides the general principles that lead him as Governor General to refuse wh^it,

a private gentleman ought to decline, there are special reasons applying to Canada,

which enforce this sentiment, adding that there is a certain appearance of dirt, a^

sort of meanness in exacting fees on every occasion. The proclamation did away
with all the fees payable to the governor, except those for liquor licenses, it being

announced that the latter "shall not be appropriated to his private use, but shall be
" paid into the hands of the Receiver General of His Majesty's revenue in this Pro-

" vince, and considered as a part of the revenue and accounted for according!}^."

He recommended also, as a measure for the good of the people, that this tax should

be largely increased and that the proceeds should be used for the relief of distress,

tfie relief to be given in the King's name, and not as the private charity of a governor.

It will be seen by the correspondence that this action of Sir Guy Carleton was taken

by General Murray as a personl reflection on his conduct.

In December of 176Y, some progress had been made in preparing a summary of,

the laws of Canada as they existed previous to the establishment of civil government

in 1*764, and in a letter by Carleton of the 24th December of that year, ho called,

attention to the confusion in the administration of the law by the different courts,

the great delay and expense as compared with former immediate and inexpensive

decisions ; advised the repeal of the Ordinance of 1764, leaving the Canadian laws

almost entire ; the appointment of a resident Judge with a Canadian assistant ; and
sent the draught of an Ordinance on the subject which he had prepared but not

submitted to the Council. In the following January (1768), he suggested the-

addition of Canadian members to the Council, the raising of a Canadian Corps, and
the bestowal on the French Canadians of oflSces in the King's service. The old

subjects were moving to obtain a House of Assembly, but he could not induce them
to lay down any laws for its guidance or scope. In March, it was officially notified

to him that the proposed Ordinance had been approved of by His Majesty.

The British Ministry were engaged in framing a bill for the government of

Quebec, which did not, however, become law till 1774, and Carleton continued to

urge the admission of French Canadians to the Council and to other offices, the

justice of which was admitted, but it was feared that faction and prejudice would
prevent their employment in the military line, although there were great advantages.

in their being so employed.

In the summer of 1770, Carleton left for London, and H. T. Cramah^, lieutenant

governor, administered the government of the Province during his absence. As
might have been expected from the restricted powers of the lieutenant governor, no
change in the administration of affairs was made during his administration, but the

agitation for a House of Assembly still continued, and Francis Maseres, the late

Attorney General, acted as agent in London for the promoters of this movement,
although he advised them to confine their efforts for a few years to obtaining a

Legislative Council, consisting only of Protestants, not removable by the Governor,

but only by the King-iu-Council. The correspondence gives no details of the pro-
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•ceedings in relation to the Act of 17Y4, the presence of Carleton in London rendering

it unnecessary, as he was in personal consultation with the Ministry on the subject.

For the debates on the Bill of 1774, see report by Sir Henry Cavendish.

Compare also the "Account of the proceedings to obtain a House of Assembly,"

1775, and " Additional Papers," 1776, both by Baron Maseres.

On the return of Carleton to Quebec on the 18th September, 1774, he found the

Canadians impressed with the strongest sense of the liberality of the Act, but re-

ceived at the same time a requisition from General G-age at Boston, for troops re-

quired to preserve order in his Province. In his letter, Gage stated that he looked

forward to the worst, from the apparent disposition of the people and suggested

raising a body of troops in Canada for service in Massachusetts, During the winter,

meetings were called by the agitators for a House of Assembly, which the '•' discreet

people " declined to attend, and which were regarded with much uneasiness by the

French Canadians. In the meantime the revolt in New England was assuming

large proportions, messengers and others leaving Boston, going or suspected to be

going to Quebec, were searched in order that letters passing between Gage and

Carleton might be intercepted. Tiie Continental Congress met at Philadelphia and

entered into correspondence with the " natural born subjects " in Canada, some of

whom were trying to stir up the Canadians to hostility against Government and had

the letter sent by the Congress translated, printed and circulated among the French

Canadians. In addition emissaries were sent from New England with the same
object in view ; they boaated of their success and threatened that 50,000 men would be

sent against Canada, who would destroy it with fire and sword should the Canadians

oppose the other Colonies, or refuse to co-operate with them. In the spring of 1775,

the almost empty forts on Lake Champlain were taken by thf rebels, Benedict

Ai-nold having surprised Fort St. John's, occupied by a detachment consisting of a

sergeant and ten men, Ticonderoga and the other posts being in an equally defence-

less situation. But for the treachery of a merchant in Montreal, named Bindon,

the rebel forces would have been cut off, but, owing to the warning sent by this

person, they retreated and escaped. The Province was in the greatest confusion
;

there were not 600 men in its whole extent to defend it ; the minds of the people

too were, Carleton wrote, poisoned with lies, disseminated by enemies and by the

friends of the other Provinces, and the British Americans were full of sedition.

The course of events may be traced in the calendar of the correspondence,

in the Series Q, and of a large portion of the Series B, the latter of which
has been calendared in previous reports. These include the rapid occupation of the

Province by the rebels, the escape of Carleton to Quebec ; the siege ; the death of

Montgomery ; the recovery of the Province in 1776 ; Burgoyue's expedition in 1777
and capitulation ; the quarrel of Carleton with Germain and his resignation ; the

administration of Haldimand; the conclusion of peace and settlement of the Loyal-

ists; the dissatisfaction of the Indians at the terms of the treaty of 1783, with re-

ports of many of their Councils. (The correspondence and other documents relat-

ing to this period are in Volumes 11 to 24 Series Q; a summary is given in the

calendar).

After the peace of 1783, the North-West Company and other Indian traders

were anxiously employed in securing a new communication for their trade with the

North-West, which they feared would be interrupted in consequence of the bounda-



ries settled by the treaty. Some information on this subject is given in the intro-

ductory remarks to JSTote C, under the title of" North-Western Explorations."

On the recall of Haldimand, the civil and military functions of the government

were divided, Lieut.-Grovernor Hamilton administering the one and Brigadier General

St. Leger the other.

Under Hamilton the people of Vermont continued to press for commercial

privileges, including the liberty to dispose of their produce in Canada and to export

the same from Quebec. Subsequent correspondence on the part of the Aliens,

respecting the reunion of Vermont and the manner in which, according to Levi Allen

the resolution was carried in the Legislature of Vermont to join the United States,

should be read in connection with the documents respecting the negotiations between

Vermont and General Haldimand in Series B, a summary of which is in the

calendar of that series already published.

Improvements in the navigation of the St. Lawrence were during the govern-

ment of Hamilton urged by the merchants, and the agitation was still continued for

a House of Assembly ; there was besides a spirit of discontent stirred up among the

French Canadians owing to what Colonel Hope considered the ill-judged conduct of

the Lieutenant-Governor. (Hope's letter is in Vol. Q. 24-2, p. 386, and an extract of

an answer which he published to a memorial respecting corvies, &c., is at p. 365.)

Added to this were petitions by the seigniors and others against any change in the

system of government in the Province. Whatever was the cause, whether it was on

account of Hamilton's weakness or otherwise, the Province was in a state of restless

uneasiness, and Colonel Hope, Quartermaster General, between whom and Hamilton

there was a serious divergence of opinion, communicated freely his views as to the

conduct and proceedings of the latter, who was recalled by a letter from Lord

Sydne}^, dated the 13th August, 1785, which in the briefest terms said the King
had no further need of his services as Lieutenant-Governor, that Colonel Hope was
to succeed him, adding :

" It gives me great concern to write to you upon a subject

" that must of course be disagreeable to you." On the 20th, Hope was informed of

his appointment and urged to use every effort to put a stop to party spirit. On the

2nd November, the day on which Hamilton sailed, Hope was sworn in and imme-

diately sent to Lord Sydney an account of the state of political feeling in the

Province, suggesting that the four general officers who had been in command of the

Province (Gage, Murray, Carleton and Haldimand) all then in London, should be

consulted as to the best system to be adopted for the preservation of the country.

Man}'- of the documents in the volumes respecting Hope's administration relate to

the leasing of the King's posts and to claims made by the old upon the new lessees
;

others relate to the disease known as the St. Paul's Bay disorder ; others, a large

proportion, to Indian affairs. Some heated discussions took place in the Council on

the subject of the accounts, but so far as the correspondence shows, the heats and

controversies in the Province had subsided.

Sir Guy Carleton, now Lord Dorchester, having been raised to the peerage,

resumed the office of Governor but with enlaj-ged powers. He landed at Quebec on

the 23rd of November, 1786, and received addresses, which, he says, contained very

proper expressions of loyalty, and in an unofficial letter to Mr. Nepean he stated

that everything had the appearance of good humour and that there was some good

sense in the addresses. Much doubt still existed as to the sj^stem of laws which



should prevail, there being serious differences in their decisions among the courts,

judgments in the Courts of Common Pleas being reversed on appeal, on grounds

which lay at the very foundation of the system to be adopted. The situation is

expressed very clearly by Lord Dorchester in a dispatch to Lord Sydney of the 13th

June, 178*7 (No. 17). He says: "Two parties have subsisted in this Province ever

" since the civil law was introduced in sixty-four, the one zealous for English laws
*' and for an Assembly, the other not less anxious to preserve the present form of
" government with the ancient laws, customs and usages of the country." He then

laments the unfoi'tunate time at which the Act of 1774 was introduced, when nothing

could be thought of but self defence, and the absence of a law officer of the Crown

who might have introduced such wise laws as would have satisfied both parties.

The addresses of the Loyalists in the new settlements above Montreal expressed

the hope that they might have the same advantages as other settlers in North

America, which Mr. De Lancy, their superintendent, explained to refer to the tenure

of the land. The existing tenure Lord Dorchester himself acknowledged to be hard,

and the fact of the representation, taken with the acknowledgment, is significant, as

it is scarcely doubtful that the difference in tenure was one of the causes which led

to the division of the Province, a measure to which Lord Dorchester expressed his

dissent, when the time came for its consideration. In respect to the land question,

the Governor held very decided opinions. On the question of granting a House of

Assembly, involving a change in the Constitution, he counselled delay, his own view

as to the plan to be adopted being as yet unformed, but his opinion was that a change

of tenure from the feudal to that known as free and common soccage, so far as the

loyalists were concerned, was a necessity to meet their wishes and their deep rooted

convictions. At the same time he desired to check the abuse of large tracts of land

being held by individuals to the detriment of settlement, by retaining the quit rent

of thirty pence for each 100 acres on all holdings of upwards of 1,000 acres, the

proceeds to be appropriated for the uses of the Provincial Grovernment. That on

holdings of and below that acreage he proposed should be altogether remitted. (See

Dorchester's letter to Sydney of 13th June, 1787 (No. 18) in Vol. Q. 27-2, p. 983,

and petition from the loyalists at page 989.)

In the course of the year 1787, in compliance with an address and petition, an

inquiry was ordered into charges relative to the courts of justice and to the conduct

of judges of the Court of Common Pleas. The proceedings, which ai-e very volu-

mnious, are given in full in six volumes, the contents of which (Q 29 to 34) are

briefly summarised in the calendar.
^

Unofficial communications by Major George Beckwith with the United States

Government, in relation to various matters in dispute between Great Britain and

that Government are in Note E. Any remarks relative to the correspondence and

to other documents forming part of that note will be more conveniently discussed

when the subject of "Eelations with the United States after the Peace of 1783" is

dealt with.

The same remark applies to the papers included in Note B, " The Constitu-

tional Act of 1791."

In June, 1789, Lieutenant Governor Hope died, and the post was offered to

Colonel Carleton, then Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, and on his declin-

ing, Colonel Clarke was to bo offered the appointment, his conduct in Jamaica hav-
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ing recommended him to the office. It was not, however, till August of the following

year that he received the appointment and he did not reach Quebec till the 7th of

October following.

It would be impossible within any reasonable space to enter into a considera-

tion, however closely it might be condensed, of the remaining documents. For

information respecting these reference must be made to the calendar. It may be

sufficient to call attention to the Minutes of Council on State affairs and on the

waste lands of the Crown, and to those on Indian transactions, the documents under

these heads being scattered throughout the volumes ; attention has already been

called to the papers respecting the Jesuit Estates. An examination of the calendar

will show other subjects of importance, such as the proposals for raising the

militia, questions relating to the fisheries, commercial matters, &c., all the docu-

ments being fully summarised there. It seems, however, desirable to give a further

sketch explanatory of the documents published in the accompanying notes.

In Note A is a correspondence and the deliberations ofthe Council on the admin-

istration of justice in the rural districts, after the establishment of Civil Government

in Canada. The existence of the Military Courts for the settlement of disputes and

for the adjudication of cases has been already mentioned. These were confessedly

only temporary in their nature, and the British Government in sanctioning their

establishment did so with the distinct proviso that ihey should coase as soon as

peace was definitely settled and give place to courts regularly constituted by the

Civil Government. The proceedings of the new courts were not such as to prove

satisfactory ; on this point it is not necessary to multiply examples, but the cause of

this may be traced to the men who were entrusted with the execution of the law,

who according to Sir Guy Carleton, in the letter to Lord Hillsborough, published in

Note A., were bankrupt traders desirous of making a living out of the office of

Justice of the Peace, the men who were prospering in business declining to give up

their time to attend the Magistrate's courts forthepurposeof administering justice.

Not satisfied with extorting excessive fees from the litigants who of their own accord

resorted to their courts, they had a low class of bailiffs in their service who pro-

voked and instigated law suits among the inhabitants for the smallest and most

trifling amounts.

That instant action was taken by Sir Guy Carleton on receipt of the complaint

by the ex-captain of militia (Note A, p. 2), is evidenced not only by thereport of the

Committee of Council on the subject, prepared at the meetings held on the 29th

August and 11th September, 1769 (Note A, p. 6), but even more strongly by the

preparation of a circular letter to the magistrates, drawn up on the 10th July, im-

mediately after the receipt of the lettei* referred to, which was dated at Yamaska

the 3rd of July, and must have taken at least two days to reach Quebec, even if the

messenger had left at once.

The circular prepared by a Committee of the Council was addressed ** To the

Justices of the Peace, acting in and for the district of Montreal," and may with

advantage be given in full, to be read in connection with the documents printed in

Note A. :—
Gentlemen,—In obedience to an Order of Council bearing date the 10th

instant, I transmit to you the sentiments of Government upon some points relative
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to the execution of your authority as Justices of the Peace, in which it appears to

them from facts too notorious to be disputed, that His Majesty's subjects in general,

but more particularly his Canadian subjects, are daily injured and abused to a degree

they are no longer able to support, nor public justice endure.

They hope and believe that the practice upon which the complaints made to

them are grounded is not common to that part of the commission which is exercised

within your district, but as the conduct of every individual does in some degree

aflfectthe honour of the commission itself, and as general reformations can only take

place under general resolutions, they have thought it proper that their sentiments

upon this head should be communicated to the body at large rather than to those

magistrates only whose conduct has given occasion to those complaints, not intend-

ing at this time to do more than mark their high disapprobation of the practice

itself, and recommend a method of proceeding which appears to them as well

calculated to answer the ends of justice, and less liable to those objections to which
the other is so manifestly exposed and the consequences of which have been so

severely felt.

They expect however an immediate attention to the subject matter of this letter

and that (if possible) before the Court of Quarter Sessions breaks up, you will

make and publish in the most open manner, such regulations as may meet the

grievances complained of which at present prevail to the obstruction if not perver-

sion of public justice, the oppression of the poor suitor and the dishonour of the

commission itself.

The first thing I have in charge to observe to you upon the subject of those

complaints, is the practice of dispersing in the several parishes papers signed only

with the name of the Justice, and left to be filled up either in the form of a summons,
a capias, a judgment, or an execution, as the person to whose hands it is entrusted

(and who has not been by all the information that has as yet been received, even a

ministerial officei* of Justice) may think proper to make use of them, a practice so

illegal in itself, so horribly mischievous in its consequences and so disreputable to

the magistrate who gives it countenance, that the Governor and Council would not

believe its existence, if the proof of it were not of a nature that excluded all

possibility of doubt or misreport.

They expect, therefore, that all such papers shall be called in, and the practice

for the future wholly discontinued.

But besides this most enormous and irregular proceeding, other matters of com-
plaint have arisen from the present method of summoning parties to appear before

a magistrate, many times at a great distance from the place of their residence, upon
trifling occasions and for small debts, and it appears to the Governor and Council

that the present form of the summons even those which issue in the most regular

and least exceptional manner, together with the method of serving them is

inconvenient if not oppressive, in these three instances :

—

1. As they are very expensive by going through the hands of the provost mar-

shal, whose bailiffs charge their travelling expenses at a rate which frequently

exceeds in a great proportion the value of the thing in litigation.

2. As the time for the party's appearance under them is so short, as many times

to subject him to a judgment by default without giving him an opportunity to make
his defence.

3. As they are compulsory for his appearance without leaving it in his option

by paying the debt to avoid the trouble and expense of an attendance before the

magistrate.

To the first of these, they apprehend an effectual and perhaps the only remedy
will be found, in making the person who applies for the summons the bearer of it (if

he chooses to take the charge of it ; if not that it be served by the bailiff of the parish,

to whom it shall be transmitted at the expense of the part}'- applying, for which the

bailiff shall receive one shilling only and no travelling charges allowed) and by
admitting his evidence upon oath, or that of a neighbour whom he may take with

him, as proof of the service.



And they conceive that no inconvenience will follow from this, if it is confined

to a summons for a small debt, and not extended to a process of a criminal nature,

or such whereon bail may be demanded much less to a judgment or an execution,

those ought without doubt to be executed by the provost marshal, or by persons

•employed by him for whose conduct he is answerable, but in cases where the matter
in question does not amount to more than 40 or 50, or perhaps 100 lives, it is loading

the process with a weight it cannot support to serve, at such an expense as the bare
travelling charges of a bailiff will of necessity amount to.

To the second which introduces an obvious mischief, it may be difficult perhaps
to prescribe any general rule, the time for appearance must necessarily vary in pro-

portion to the distance, the roads and other circumstances which cannot be reduced
to any certainty, but must be left to the discretion of the magistrate, regulated by
those circumstances ; it is hardly necessary to observe that it is a first principle that

no man shall be condemned without being heard, and that a summons which cannot
be complied with is no summons at all.

With regard to the third inconvenience which arises either from the ignorance
of the party or the imposition of the bailiff, they recommend to the justices to make
their summons with an optional clause, either to pay the debt or do the thing
demanded, or in failure of that to appear and show cause why they should not. For
though in truth it is in itself discretionary, and no man is or ought to be obliged to

appear before a magistrate, if he is contented to do that, the refusal of which only
was the cause of his being summoned, yet the Canadians, who are very ignorant
dont know that, and it is to be feared, indeed it has been in proof, that the bailiffs,

to increase the expense, frequently oblige the parties to appear though they are
willing to satisfy the demand and anticipate all that could be obtained from a hear-
ing before the magistrate.

These are the principal matters which I am directed to la}' before the gentlemen
of the commission for the district of Montreal, but I am commanded not to conclude
without recommending it to them in general to facilitate the course of justice by
alleviating the expense of it, and more particularly in that instance, if in truth it

prevails, which subjects the suitor to a demand of six. livres, or any other sum, for

the use of the magistrates' room.

An ordinance in accordance with the reports of the Committee of Council was
passed on the 3rd of February, 1770, which provided that the authority of the justices

in matters of private property should be taken away, except from those who had a

special commission for that purpose, and the clauses of the Act of 1764 which gave

such authority to the justices were repealed, with a penalty on the justices for dis-

obedience ; all disputes for sums not exceeding £12 were to be heard before the

judges of the Court of Common Pleas only, that court at Montreal being constituted

an independent court with original jurisdiction, in all matters arising within that dis-

trict, the same as that at Quebec was constituted for cases arising in that district,

but concurrent jurisdiction was given for writs of execution, so that where the defen-

dant had not property in the one district he could be followed to the other, on the

writ being endorsed by the judge in the district in which it was to be executed.

Other provisions, such as the permanent sittings of the courts, the amount of fees,

the mode of serving the writ, its return, &c., restrained so far as regulations could

do so, the exorbitant charges from which the inhabitants had suffered.

The ordinance was approved of by the King " who," wrote Lord Hillsborough,
" wishes that every just ground of discontent should be removed and every real

"grievance remedied, as far as may be."

It could not be expected that the magisti'ates whose conduct had been impugned
by the circular addressed to them and by the ordinance which restricted their power
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and limited their functions would remain quiescent. On the contrary, they made a

violent struggle for the repeal of the new law. According to Sir Guy Carleton's

statement to a deputation of the magistrates, who waited on him to present a

remonstrance against the ordinance, they had issued hand bills calling a meeting of

the people to discuss grievances, they had importuned and even insulted several Fi-ench

Canadians, because they would not join them. Carleton warned them that they were

acting against their own interests, and that the firm refusal ot the Canadians, as well

as of most of their own countrymen, plainly showed the opinion the generality of

the public entertained of their proceediuiis. In his letter to Lord Hillsborough of

the 25th April, 1*770, Carleton, however, after pointing out the evils caused by the

law as administered by the justices, says, " though I have great reason to be dissatis-

fied with the conduct of some of the justices, there are worthy men in the commis-

sion of the peace in both districts and particularly in this of Quebec,"

Pierre du Calvet, whose name became so well known in the subsequent history

of Canada, also raised his voice in opposition to the ordinance, in a letter apparently

addressed to Lord Hillsborough. After calling attention to his own disinterested-

ness and the good example he had always set to his brother magistrates, to whose

improper conduct he alleges he had directed the attention of the Govei-nor, with a

plan for the amendment of the law, he says that the ordinance is an insult to him,

and begs that it may not be allowed till his reasons and evidence against it be heard,

and proceeds in the style for which his writings are distinguished

:

All the ordinances or parts of them which issue from the Council, appear to
emanate fi-om despotic power, In this Province people solicit and intrigue ; the

intriguers bring dissension to it, as Your Excellency will see by a petition presented
to His Majesty by the new subjects to obtain for themselves offices of every rank.

The object, my Lord, is not of much interest to me, only I notice that the most of
those who have signed it, disapproved in 1767 and 1768, by their signatures, the
conduct of Mr. Carleton, whom they now eulogise in terms which may be described

as immoderate.*

The Quebec Act of 1774 was, as stated by Sir Guy Carleton, introduced into

Canada at a time of struggle and disquietude. It was received with disfavour by the

other Colonies, who, at the Congress called to formulate complaints, brought it for-

ward as one of their chief grievances against Great Britain, in that it recognized the

Eoman Catholic religion, abolished English laws and established a civil and spiritual

tyranny in Canada, to the danger of the other Provinces. The address went very

far. It declared that the Act gave a legal existence to a religion which had flooded

England with blood and had spread hypocrisy, persecution, murder and revolt into

all parts of the world. That this view of the Quebec Act was generally spread

among the Colonists and made use of to excite their passions admits of little doubt.

It is not necessary to multiply proofs of this ; these are to be found in the writings

of authors in the United States. Two passages may, however, be given from con-

temporary records. One is contained in a letter written by Joseph Eeed. dated at

* Toutes les ordinances ou parties, qui sortent du Conseil, paroissent etre emanees d'un pouvoir arbi-

traire ; on sollicite et on intrigue dans cette Province ; des esprits remuans y portent la dissention, ce que
votre Excellence verra par une Requete que les nouveaux sujets presentent h sa Majeste pour obtenir

d'occuijer tous grades. L'objet milord m'lnteresse peu, mais seulement j 'observe que la plupart de ceux
qui I'ont signe, ont en 1767 et 1768, desaprove par leurs signatures la conduitte de M. Carleton dont ilsfont

un eloge qui peut etre taxe d'imniodere.
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Philadelphia on the 25th of September, 1Y74, addressed to Lord Dartmouth. After

giving an account of proceedings at the Congress, he says :
" The spirit of the people

" gradually rose, when it might have been expected to decline, till the Quebec Bill

"added fuel to the fire; then all these deliberate measures of petitioning previous to

" any opposition were laid aside as inadequate to the apprehended danger and mis-

" chief, and now the people are generally ripe for the execution of any plan the
" Congress advises, should it be war itself.'' (Historical Manuscripts Commission,

11th report. Appendix V, p. 362.)

The other is an entry from the Minutes of " The American Philosophical Society

held at Philadelphia for promoting useful knowledge," quoted by Dr. Brown G-oode,

of the Smithsonion Institute, in a paper read before the American Historical Asso-

ciation. The President of the Society was Benjamin Franklin, and the entry is in

the handwriting of Dr. Benjamin Rush, one of the signers of the Declaration of

Independence, setting forth the reasons for discontinuing the meetings of the Society

to be :
" The Act of the British Parliament for shutting up the port of Boston, for

" altering the Charter and for the more impartial administration of justice in the

" Province of Massachusetts Bay, together with a Bill for establishing popery and
" arbitrary power in Quebec."

Such declarations the Colonies found it difficult to explain, when they tried to

secure the French Canadians as their allies againsit Great Britain. To eftect this, a

deputation was appointed by the Congress to proceed to Canada, consisting of

Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Chase and Charles Carroll, who prevailed on the Rev-

John Carroll, afterwards the first Roman Catholic Archbishop of the United States,

to join them. He is described as a Jesuit of distinguished attainments, amiable

manners and polished address. The design of adding him to the deputation was to

secure to the cause ofthe Colonies the influential Roman Catholics in Canada. To all the

considerations urged on this score, the French Canadian clei'gy answered that they

had nothing to complain of against the British Government in regard to religious

liberty, and, therefore, that upon the well established principle that allegiance is due

to protection, the clergy could not teach that neutrality was consistent with the

allegiance due to such ample protection as Great Britain had shown the Catholics of

Canada. The deputation returned unsuccessful.

What effect the address respecting the Quebec Act had on the general French

Canadian population is shown by the feeling exhibited when a translation was read

of the passages referring to the Roman Catholic religion. In a letter from American

Archives, quoted in the Introductory Memoir to Carroll's Journal, they are repre-

senting as saying: "Oh! the perfidious double faced Congi-ess. Let us bless and
" obey our benevolent Prince, whose humanity is consistent and extends to all

" religions; let us abhor all who would seduce us from our loyalty, by acts that

" would dishonour a Jesuit, and whose addresses, like ^their resolves, are destructive

" of their own objects."

The agitation for a new constitution which had shown itself at intervals during

the war, assumed larger proportions at its conclusion. A petition was presented in

November, 1784, for a free constitution, described as from " The ancient and new
subjects of Quebec," but an examination of the names shows that only four of these,

from the names, might possibly be French Canadians. The others were those of
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men generally described as old subjects, although they were, in reality, a mixture

of various nationalities. The petition received 233 signatures in Quebec, 246 in

Montreal and 18 at Three Eivers. A summary, showing the extent of the demands, i&

given at page 146 of the calendar. At a meeting held in the residence of the

Recollets on the 30th November, objections were taken to this petition, which was
considered article by article, and the demand for a House of Assembly was declared to

be contrary to the interest and well-being of the French Canadians. On the 25th

of February next (1785) the seigniors and leading men were authorized, at meeting*

held in the parishes, to sign a petition against a change in the system of govern-

ment, as asked for in the petition of 24th November. In the memorial against the

plan proposed, they say: "This plan is so much more questionable as it appears

to us to aim at innovations entirely opposed to the rights of the King and of hi&-

government and to detach the people from the submission they have always shown
to their sovereign."^

The loyalists and disbanded troops were, howevei", also moving for a change of

constitution. On the 11th of April, 1786, Sir John Johnson, then in London, pre-

sented a petition signed by the ofl&cers on behalf of the disbanded troops settled on

the lands above Montreal, praying for a change in the tenure of land, and for the

establishment of a new district from Point au Baudet upwards, distinct from the

Province of Quebec, in which they prayed, that "the blessings of the British laws
" and of the British government and an exemption from the French tenures " might

be extended to them. This memorial to some extent contradicted the opinion sent

by Hope to Lord Sydney in the previous November, that the desire of the loyalists

for a new system might lead to embarrassment, but did not demand an immediate

settlement. In the same letter he alleges th.it a similar desire on the part of the

petitioners in Quebec and Montreal arose from faction and party spirit, and that,

with the exception of a few obscure men, the French Canadians were aware of the

advantages the Act (of 1774) gave them, party spirit having made little progress

among them.

In June, 1787, Lord Dorchester reported to Sydney, that the English party had
gained strength by the arrival of the loyalists, and that the desire for a House of

Assembly would, no doubt, increase. He then urged caution and deliberation, and

advised that the proposals for such a change should be printed and circulated, so as

to be discussed and understood, candidly acknowledging that he was himself at a

loss for a plan. He enclosed a memorial from the loyalists representing the new
settlements from Point au Baudet to Niagara, dated at New Johnstown (Cornwall)

the 15th Api'il, 1787, a summary of which is given at page 187 of the calendar, by
which it will be seen that nothing is said of a House of Assembly, or a change ^^

the constitution, unless a prayer for the change in the tenure of land may be so

considered.

On the 14th September of the same year (1787) Lord Sydney wrote that there

was then no intention to alter the constitution of the Province, but that the King
would be advised to change the tenure of land in Quebec, and on the 20th, in a

private letter to Lord Dorchester, he says :
" The rights and the opinions of the

*Ce plan nous est d'autant plus suspect qu'il nous parait tenire h, des innovations enti^renient opposees
aiix droits du Roy, et de son gouvemment, et k detacher le peuple de la soumission qu'il a toujours eu
pour son souvereipfn-
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" ancient inhabitants of Canada must be attended to in everyt hing like a change of

" the government, otherwise under the show of giving a free constitution we are

" really piactising tyranny." He then states that there is no immediate thought of

proposing any alteration in the Quebec Act and proceeds :
" l^o plan of an Assembly

" has been suggested by any one, and indeed it would, under the present circum-

" stances, be very difficult to form such a one as would not be liable to very great

" objection, but I foresee, as well as your Lordship, that in proportion as the number
" of British and Loyalists increases in the Province, the applications for one will

" grow more frequent and pressing."

It is unnecessary to trace, step by step, the events that led to the decision to

repeal the Quebec Act of 1774 and to introduce a new system of government.

The letters in Note B from Mr. Grrenville enter at some length into the reasons

for the change and for the division of the Province, the latter being a step taken in

opposition to the advice of Lord Dorchester. It will be seen that one of the original

propositions was to give the members of the Legislative Council a title of honour,

either personal or hereditary, such as a provincial baronetage, in the first instance,

with a higher rank as the accession of wealth to the Province might warrant. To
this provision, also. Lord Dorchester was opposed, on the ground that owing to the

fluctuating state of propei'ty in these Provinces, all hereditary honours would be

exposed to the risk of falling into disregard. The correspondence between Mr.

Grenville and Lord Dorchester and the draught of the Bill with Lord Dorchester's

amendments, may be read with advantage, by those who desire to study the history

of the Act of 1791. It is true that the correspondence has been referred to bj' those

who have dealt with the events of this period, but the text of these documents and

others which form part of Note B has never, so far as I can ascertain, been published.

Attention was early directed to the question of a union of all the North Ameri-

can dominions that remained under royal authority after the conclusion of peace in

1783. It was suggested by Colonel Morse in a report, dated in that year, of a survey

of Nova Scotia. He believed that by the union of the Maritime Provinces with

Canada a great country might be raised up, with a general government, having its

seat in the Island of Cape Breton, which he considered very favourably situated for

this purpose. The proposition will be found in the report on Archives for 1884,

Note C. p. liii.

In 1790, Chief Justice Smith proposed to attach to the Constitutional Act, the

draught of which had been transmitted by Lord Grenville, an addition for a general

government over all British North America, believing that one of the most efficient

causes of the violent separation of the Colonies from the Mother Country was the

want of a central power on this continent to cooperate with the Imperial authority

in the guidance and control of the local legislatures.

The letter to Lord Dorchester, which the Chief Justice sent with his proposed

additions, is in Note B. p. 34, the additions at page 36. It will be seen by an exam-

ination of these how indefinite were the provisions submitted, beyond the fact that a

general government was to be established with subordinate legislatures, but with no

definition of their respective powers.

About 1821, a plan was proposed to unite the two Provinces of Upper and

Lower Canada, petitions in support of this proposal being sent in 1822 from Kings-
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ton, and against it from the County of Wentworth and fro m Thorold, the tone of

all the petitions showing the jealousy that existed between the two Provinces and

the certainty that it would increase rather than diminish, to judge by the sentiments

expressed in the various petitions.

The next propositions looking towards a union of the Provinces were those made
by Lord Durham in his report on Canada. These were three in number. His

Lordship suggested that the new system might consist either (1) of a Federal

union of all the Provinces, each of them retaining its own separate Legislature

and all the powers not specially delegated to the Federal authority; or (2) .a legis-

lative union with all the powers which the term implies; or (3) the union of Upper
and Lower Canada, which latter was the plan adopted.

A more extended union of the Provinces was, from time to time, spoken of in

general terms, but no definite plan was suggested. In 18:^8 a committee of the

Assembly of Upper Canada, of which Mr. Henry Sherwood, M.P.P., was chairman,

made a long report on the "Political State of the Provinces," in which two plans

wore mentioned with approval, one, the repeal of the Act of 1*79 1, and a return to

that of 1774; the other, a measure for the legislative union of all the British

North American Pi-ovinces. " One of the most important advantages," says the

report, "that would immediately result ftom it, is the establishment of "British

Ascendancy," without any change in the principles of the existing constitution."

(The capitals are printed as in the original.)

In November, 1750, Mr. Sherwood in his private capacity, wrote two letters on

the subject of a union of the Provinces, but his proposal now was for a Federal, or,

to use his own term, a Federative union. In the following April, he sent the

draught of two bills for the purpose of effecting the union he proposed. The letters

and bills were republished in pamphlet form, in which shape they are accessible.

The most important contribution to the discussion of the question was that

made by Dr. J. C. Tach^, lately Deputy Minister of Agriculture, in a series of

letters to the Courrier du Canada, beginning on the 7th of July, 1857, reprinted the

following year, in a volume of about 250 pages. Dr. Tach^ proposed a Federal

union, the Federal Government to have the power of legislating on matters of trade,

including banking and other financial institutions; customs, including the establish-

ment of a uniform tariff; public works and navigation ; the militia and criminal

jurisdiction; and pointing out the limitations that might be necessary. This was
followed by other writers and speakers, and in 1867 Confederation became an
accomplished fact, and the Dominion of Canada came then into existence.

It seems unnecessary to comment on the other do3uments in Note B, as they

are given in full.

In the reports on Archives for 1888 and 1889 are documents relating to the

North-West or Fur Trade, the former containing letters and memorials respecting

that trade dated in 1780 and 1784, the latter giving the correspondence in 1789 and

1790 for an exploration ofthe North-West lands and coasts, which may be referred to.

Additional documents are given in this report.

In October, 1784, shortly before General Haldimand left Quebec, on his retire-

ment from the position of Governor, the North-West Company, by their directors,
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Messrs. Joseph and Benjamin Frobisher, presented a memorial stating their intention

to send out an exploring expedition towards the tract of country west of the

Hudson's Bay to the North Pacific Ocean, between the latitudes of 55° and 65^,

praying for the exclusive right of passage by the route they might discover from the

north side of Lake Superior to the Eiver Ouinipique and of the trade either by that

passage or by the existing communication by the Grand Portage, for ten years, as a

reward for their services and for the discoveries conducted at their own expense.

The letter which accompanied the memorial gave an account of the attempts to

establish the fur trade under British rule in Canada, which will be found to contain

details not given by Sir Alexander Mackenzie in the introduction to his " Voyages

from Montreal" (London, 1801). The Hon. L. E. Masson, in his " Bourgeois de la Com-
pagnie du Nord-Ouest," gives additional details respecting the early adventurers.

An immediate answer was returned by general Haldimand through his secretary,

that he did not feel himself authorised to give a grant either of the passage if dis-

covered, or an exclusive right to trade for a certain time, but would send the memo-
rial to the ministry.

On the 9th of April following (1785), Lt. Governor Hamilton Bent the following

remarks to Lord Sydney respecting Pond mentioned in a previous report :

—

Mr. Pond is an American by birth, he has long indulged a passion for making dis-

coveries, he has pursued them indefatigably, being qualifyed by an excellent consti-

tution to endure the fatigues, and by an active mind to encounter the many diflScul-

ties that naturally occur in the prosecution of such pursuits.

This gentleman has communicated to mo the map on which his route is traced

he has also without diflSculty entrusted me with the remarks he has made, his confi.

dence cannot be better repayd than by commending him to your Lordship.

(In " Les Bourgeois," there are remarks on Pond and his map to which reference

may be made).

On the 18th of the same month Pond, on behalfofthe North-West Company, sent

a memorial to Lieutenant Governor Hamilton, in support of that sent by Messrs.

Frobisher to General Haldimand in October. In June the memorial to Haldimand

and maps were transmitted by Lieutenant Governor Hamilton to Lord Sydney.

The coiTespondence which includes letters from Mr. James McGill, from the mer-

chants at Detroit and others is at Note C.

The importance to Canada of the fur trade is clear from the prominence given

to it in the earliest annals of the country, down to the close of French domination.

It formed the subject of political arrangements in France, of legal provisions and of

ecclesiastical regulations. The existence of a class of the community, known as

coureurs des bois, or bush rangers as the term may be translated, was due to this

cause ; it largely entered into the reasons for exploring the country ; had a decided

influence in exciting and continuing hostilities towards the other Colonies and drew
closely the ties between the French Canadians and Indians engaged in the same
pursuits, the Indians being attracted and their affections secured by the manner in

which the intercourse with them was maintained.

After the capitulation of Montreal, in 1760, the trade vtas carried on by isolated

traders, chiefly French, but owing to various causes it was not of a very remunera-

tive nature.



A sketch by Benjamin and Joseph Frobisher of the progress of the trade is at

page 50 of Note C to this report, so that it would be a work ofsupererogation to repeat

it here. That and the other correspondence are, therefore, simply referred to.

The correspondence published in the report for 1889 refers (with the exception of

the journal of Laverendrye) to a proposed expedition apparently in the interests of

the Hudson's Bay Company ; that in the report for 1888 relates to the North-West
Company, and that in this report to propositions made on behalfof the same company.

The policy of the Hudson's Bay Co. was to draw the Indians to their posts or factories

on the coast, at which they disposed of the produce of their winter hunt, returning

to their hunting grounds with the goods they had received in exchange. The
I'eason given for this practice was, that it prevented summer hunting, thus acting as

a close season, so that the fur bearing animals were not unduly reduced in number,

and, in addition, that only the winter, that is, the most valuable, furs were brought

to the factories. The advent of the North-West Company, however, led to a change

of policy, and to the establisment of trading posts in the interior to meet the

competition.

The headquarters ofthe North-West Company were at Montreal, where those of

the partners who acted as agents, managed the general affairs of the company, the-

others, known as wintering partners, were distributed at the various posts in the

interior, to conduct the trade with the Indians. The goods for the purposes of this

trade were assorted and packed in Montreal. The difficulties of transport are

pointed out in the letters of Messrs. Frobisher (Note C, page 51) and of Mr. McGrill

(page 55). The value of each canoe load on arrival at Michilimakmak was esti-

mated by Mr. Charles Grant, in 1*780, to be £660 currency, equal to $2,640, showing

the cost of transport by the Ottawa to have been $640 for each canoe, the value at

Montreal having been $2,000. In April, 1784, Mr. Benjamin Frobisher wrote that

28 canoes were ready to be sent off, valued at £20,000 currency, or $80,000, a sum
for each canoe largely in excess of the estimate made by Mr. Charles Grant four

years previously.

After the company had been fairly established, a meeting was held annually at

Fort William of all the traders to settle their affairs ; to arrange for the operations

of the coming year, to fix the stations to which each wintering partner was to be

sent. In settling the accounts each partner had to bring his in detail, so as to

ascertain the profits or losses in each department into which the affairs of the com-

pany were divided. In Washington Irving's " Astoria," an account is given of the

proceedings at these annual meetings, which he describes as being conducted on a

scale of profuse expenditure. The fur traders were, in fact, the merchant princes

of that period.

The map prepared by Pond, and referred to in the correspondence, has been

engraved to accompany this report. In 1790, Mr. A. Dairymple, hydrographer,

writing to Mr. Evan Nepean, proposed to send a copy of a map he was preparing,

containing the West Coast of Hudson's Ba}'^, without Peter Pond's or the Canadian

parts. Mr. Isaac Ogden, writing to his father, in November, 1789, refers to Pond's

discoveries, and speaks of him as a " gentleman of observation and science."

In the report on Archives for 1886, a sketch was given of the progress of canal

building in Canada from 1779, when the military canals were constructed to over-
'
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come the rapids on the St. Lawrence above Montreal, and in the report for 1889, a

correspondence was published respecting a proposed canal from Lake Champlain to

the St. Lawrence. That correspondence was begun in 1785, but it was nearly sixty

years later before a beginning was made to construct the Chambly Canal to connect

the waters of Lake Champlain with the St. Lawrence. In the latter report a

reference was made to Colonel By's recommendation as to the dimensions of the

Eideau Canal, and the total amount specified for each division of the works which

he believed would be adequate to complete an uninterrupted steam navigation from

Quebec to Lake Superior. The whole correspondence on the subject, now published^

shows Lieut. Colonel By's proposals, and the views of engineering authorities^

which were widely opposed to each other, on the policy to be adopted in determin-

ing the size of the locks.

At the close of the war with the United States in 1783, the present Province

of Ontario was almost entirely uninhabited, with the exception of a few scattered

settlements, or trading posts. Along the Ottawa was a complete wilderness and to

prepare for the settlement of disbanded soldiers and loyalists, exploring parties

were sent out to examine and report on the nature of the land and whether it was

suitable for the purpose intended. Of these, the report by Lieut. French has been

selected, as he traversed the general line of the present Eideau Canal, striking the

St. Lawrence, however, at Gananoque, about five leagues N. E. of Kingston, accord-

ing to the estimate in his report of survey, which is close upon the real distance.

The names of Jeremiah & Gershom French appear in the list of those who joined

Burgoyne's expedition in 1777, the former as a captain, the latter as a lieutenant.

Of Jeremiah not much is said in the correspondence ; he was a farmer, apparently

in good circumstances at the beginning of the conflict between Great Britain and

her Colonies, and appears to have joined the expedition of 1777, in the corps of

Queen's Loyal Eangers commanded by Colonel John Peters. Gershom joined at

the same time with a number of recruits, whom he had raised by virtue of a com-

mission in his favour issued by Mr. Monfort Brown, Governor of the Bahamas, al-

though the commission was dated at Flushing, Long Island, on the 26th of October,

1776. He is described in one of the returns as having been a merchant, and in

another return as being " an active, intelligent young man." His name frequently

occurs in connection with the management of the loyalists, and he was evidently

regarded as honest and capable. What confirms this view is the result of a court

martial held in consequence of very serious charges brought against the two

Frenches, by Colonel Peters, of which they were honourably acquitted, most of the

charges being declared frivolous and some of them malicious.

In November, 1783, General Haldimand wrote to Lord North that he was wait-

ing for definite instructions as to the extent of the assistance he should give to the

loyalists ; in the meantime, he wrote he had allowed them provisions and had been

under the necessity of providing many of them wilh money and clothing. To ex-

empt Government from these expenses he had lost no time in preparing a settlement

for them at or near Cataraqui (Kingston) and had received reports of a survey of

the land on the Ottawa from Carillon upwards as far as Cataraqui. One of these

(that by Lieut. French) is at Note D, the other by Lieut. David Jones, being short,

is embodied in the text. As will be seen, Lieut. Jones went by the township of

Chatham to Grenville, passing along by the site of the future villages on the north
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shore of the Ottawa to the Gatineau, thence to the Chaudi^re. Eeturning by the

south shore he went over the site of the city of Ottawa, to the Eideau, and back to

the Eapids, but the account of this part of the journey is too indefinite to permit of

his exact route being traced. His report is entitled : "A description of the country

and land in the Eiver above Carryo &c. viz."

Half a league above Carryo (Carillon) the land is good but somewhat stony, the

Timber Maple and Beech, we proceeded up the Eapids, found three carrying places,

the Land in many places very good until we got to the head of the Eapids, the Moun-
tain closes near the river and continue to the Eed Eiver about four miles from the

Eapids on the north side of the Grand Eiver. From the above Eed Eiver the moun-
tains continue near the Bank of the Eiver for about ^ a League, then comes a
bruley which continues about Two Leagues in length and J League in Breadth

—

Back are Barren mountains. The soil in said bruley is clay except nigh the Eiver,

there sand. No Timber but small Spruce Poplars. About one League from thence

emptys Salmon Eiver. Here the Banks are low and the Land much covered with
water in time of Flood. Back of which the Lands uneven and Intermixt with seader
Swamps which continue to the Mountains which is but a short space from the

Drown'd Lands, the Timber on the Lands Back ip Pine, Spruce and Seader, it conti-

nues as above for a Bout Seven Leagues. Here the land is Drownd and full of large

Bays & Swamps which continues almost to the little Nation from which we pro-

ceeded about Four Leagues to Madm Parran's but found the land low and much
covered with water in time of flood, this place has many lai-ge Bays, seting back a
great Distance, the back of them very Eough, not fit for cultivation—from this we
proceeded on our way about Seven Leagues we past a small Eiver—But the Land as

before. Many Bays, the Land covered with water in time of Flood—fi-om thence we
proceeded and in about half come to the Eiver Lettinoe (Gatineau), from thence
about a League to Shoadear (Chaudiere) Falls, still found the land to be low only at the
Eiver Lettinoe it appeared to be good near the Bank of the Grand Eiver but Back
full of Marshes. And as our Search has been on the North Side of the Grand Eiver
we now Proceed Down on the South Side and Discover as follows, from the Shoa-
dear Falls found the Land very Eough and Mountainous until we arrived at the

Eiver Eedo (Eideau), here it appeared more level but not fit for cultivation.

The Timber is chiefly Pine, Seader and Hemlock and Eemains such Down to

the aforesaid Madam Pai-ran's about seven Leagues from thence found the Land good
Down to the Little Nation, this good Land lys back and extend In Length about
four Leagues, from thence three Leagues the Land is bad Full of Piue and Seader
Swamps and continues much the same for about Five Leagues, or even to the
Eapids.

DAVID JONES, Lieut.

This and the report by Lieut. French will give a clear idea of the state at this

time of the country, between the present city of Ottawa and Carillon. The rapid

settlement by the TJ. E. Loyalists and others may be easily traced in the ordinary

histories.

The construction of the Lachine Canal was completed in 1824, the first vessels

passing through in 1825. Lieut. Colonel By, who had been in Canada in 1805, as a

lieutenant, had apparently left in the beginning of 1809, with the rank of second

captain. The last document on record relating to his employment here during the

period between 1805 and 1808, is a report on certain buildings at St. John's, dated

in November of the latter year, at a season too late for him to sail that year by the

St. Lawrence. When it was determined for military reasons to construct canal

oommunication between Montreal and Lake Ontario by way of the Ottawa, Lieut.

Colonel By was selected by General Gother Mann to take charge of the work and to
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complete and correct the preliminary surveys made by Mr. Clowes, a Civil Engineer.

On the 14th of March, 1826, Sir James Carmichael Smyth sent a memorandum to

General Mann, Inspector General of Fortifications, from which the instructions to

Lieut. Colonel By were prepared. Summarized, the instructions were : 1. That the

locks must be 108 feet in length and 20 feet in breadth to correspond with the

Lachine and Granville canals, built and building. 2. That whatever pressure might

be brought by the merchants and others to change the route to Gananoque or else-

where instead of Kingston, no change could be made. Sir James Carmichael Smyth
regarded the work as one of a purely military character. He says :

" In a mercan-
" tile point of view these considerations might be worth attending to. As it is,

" however, an uninterrupted water communication between the Ottawa and Lake
" Ontario that Government have in view, and the circulation of Gun Boats between
" Montreal and Kingston, that line only which will ensure these advantages must be
" adopted. The Canal must end at Kingston. The military reasons are too obvious
" to require being recapitulated here. The Canal will have to be conducted by the
*' Eideau Eiver, the Mud Lake, Cranberry Marsh and Kingston Mill Stream." In

clauses 3 and 4 Lieut. Colonel By is recommended to obtain the surveys and

estimates laid before the Legislature of Upper Canada, " drawn up by a very able

pi'actical civil engineer, Mr. Samuel Clowes," and also the volume containing the

collected reports of the American engineers on their canal system. In clause 5 he

is desired to inspect the Lachine Canal, " a truly valuable and magnificent under-

" taking (for a new country) " so as to ascertain the cost of materials, &c. ; To let

the work by contract. The other clauses relate to the assistance he is to obtain

from Lord Dalhousie and from Sir Peregrine Maitland, so as to be able to make the

necessary arrangements for land, of which the Board of Ordnance desire Lieut.

Colonel By to take a " sufficiency on such points of the Canal nearest to Kingston
" which from their proximity to the Lake Ontario might eventually require Martello

" Towers or Batteries to protect the embankments and Locks from being destroyed

" by the landing of an enemy for that purpose." (Series C, Vol. 426, pp. 164, &c).

The view expressed by Sir James Carmichael Smyth in regard to the policy to

be followed in respect to the construction of the Canals in Canada, that is, that they

were intended for purely military purposes, is the key to his course in opposing any

proposal for their enlargement. On the 13th July, 1826, apparently immediately

after his arrival, Lieut. Colonel By sent a dispatch to General Mann in which he

strongly recommended the formation of an uninterrupted steamboat communication

from Quebec to Lake Superior, by enlarging the locks so as to admit of the passage

of steamers, of which so many were building for the navigation of the lakes ; to open

the communication from Lake Champlain, so as to secure for Quebec the commerce

from that part of Canada and of the United States bordering on the Lake ; to deepen

and make practicable by locks the North passage round the Island of Montreal, and

to give access to Lake Superior by what he calls " a trifling work at the Falls of

St. Mary's." He also expresses the belief that were this great work completed, the

Lachine Canal would not be sufficient to pass one-hundredth part of the trade of the

Lakes, but this, he adds, " is of no consequence, as the bulk of that trade would pass

" on the North side of Montreal to Three Elvers, which, being the first roadstay in

" the St. Lawrence, will ultimately become the general rendezvous for shipping."

The whole of his letter on the subject is in Note D, p. 70, to which reference may be

made.



As will be seen by the answer of Sir James Carmichael Smyth to General Mann
(Note D p. 73) he opposes in the strongest terms Lieut. Colonel By's proposals.

His sole idea, it is apparent, was to provide for military transport, commercial con-

venience being in his view of no importance. " A canal of 20 feet breadth of lock," he

says, " will pass gun boats, the craft of the country, and will pay for its construction."

And again: "I do not see any benefit to be derived from a greater breadth without
" a corresponding depth. Locks of 20 feet in breadth will afford every advantage

;

" a larger canal will never pay, will cost a prodigious sum and will not afford corres-

" ponding advantages."

The last paragraph of his letter is very clear as to his entire disregard for com-

mercial considerations. He says: "It does not appear to me that Lieut. Colonel By
. " has taken a judicious view of the military features of the defences of Canada in

" proposing to improve the navigation of the river from Lake Champlain to the St,

" Lawrence. If he could add to the impediments it would, in my opinion, be more
" advantageous to His Majesty's service."

The further correspondences at note D, shows the difficulties Lieut.-Colonel By
had to contend against ; the appointment of a commission to investigate the ques-

tion and to settle on the policy to be adopted, &c. It is not necessary to do more

than to refer to the correspondence and other documents which show the solution

of the diflS.culty the commissioners proposed by the adoption of temporary wooden

locks, but without any definite recommendations on the point at issue.

In the summer of 1828 a committee was named by the Board of Ordnance to

make a further and apparently what was intended to be a final report on the sub-

ject of the enlargement of the locks. On Sir James Kerapt's arrival from Nova Scotia,

he called the committee together, which consisted of Lieut. Colonels Fanshawe and

Lewis, Sir James being president. On the 28th of June, instructions were sent by

the committee, signed by all the members, to Lieut. Colonel By which besides the

general directions as to the expenditure contained two paragraphs, the effects of

which continue to the present time. The committee, setting aside Sir James Smyth's

often repeated recommendations, instructed Lieut.-Colonel By, that " the navigation is

" to be carried on between the Ottawa and Kingston upon a continuous depth of

" water of five feet at the lowest seasons, calculating the Kingston water at present

" at four feet above the lowest level.

" The locks are to be capable of containing a steamboat 30 feet wide over the
" paddle boxes, and 108 feet long, clear of opening the gates." (Archives, Series C,

Vol. 45, p. 216).

On the 3rd of July Sir James wrote to Lord Dalhousie that the committee,

including himself, had gone over the whole line of the intended navigation and
inspected the works in progress, and stating the decision they had arrived at, as

given above in the extract from the letter to Lieut.-Colonel By (Series C, Vol. 45,

p. 204). Plans and detailed estimates had been laid before the committee. A sum-

mary of these, prepared by Lieut.-Colonel By and signed with his own hand, shows
the actual cost for Lachine and the estimated cost for the Eideau Canal. The items

are copied exactly as in the original.
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For the Lachine lock of 20 feet wide by 108 feet long. £544,676.2.9^
The lock of 150 feet long by 50 feet wide, with the

sluices in the gates as proposed by Lieut.-Colonel

By 597,676.2.9J
The lock of 134 feet long by 33 feet wide, approved

of by the Committee...." 576,757.14.9^

The decision appears to have been a compromise between the two extreme pro-

posals of Sir James Carmichael Smyth for locks of 108 feet by 20 feet, and Lieut.-

Colonel By for locks of 150 by 50. No time was lost in carrying the orders into exe-

-cution. Lieut.-Colonel By was in Kingston when he received the orders of 29th

June. On the 5th July he wrote to Lord Dalhousie that he had laid out at the

various stations locks approved of by the committee, whose dimensions he states by
an evident slip of the pen to be 133 feet by 33 (Series C, Vol.45, p. 223). A similar

letter was written on the same day to General Mann, giving the correct dimensions

(Series C, Vol. 45, p. 226) and the work as it now stands was proceeded with.

Part of the documents forming Note E may appear at a casual glance to relate

only to the interests of the United States, but a careful and critical examination

will show that they have a direct, close and important bearing on the affairs of

Canada. The hostility of the Indians, excited, as it was alleged, by the traders,

acting under secret instructions from the British Government ; the retention of the

frontier posts, the delivery of which was demanded by the United States imme-
diately after the provisional treaty had been signed, and other causes of a like

nature might have brought about a renewal of the rupture between Great Britain

and the United States, in which case there can be no doubt that Canada would have

been the battle ground. These causes which are dealt with in the documents, are

readily seen to be of importance to Canadian interests. But there are others of a

more remote and less apparent character, which are of no less importance to Canada,

by the complications they threatened to introduce into the interstate relations of

the newly formed Eepublic as well as by the policy which it might be necessary on
the part of the United States to hold in regard to European countries.

For the documents respecting the Indian wars, reference may be made to the

-calendar of State Papers, which forms part of this report. The summary of the

correspondence, councils, reports from the Indian agents, &c., gives, it is believed, a

sufficient indication of the events connected with these hostilities. To have published

the documents, or even any considerable part of them, in full, would have swelled

unduly the bulk of the report. It will be seen by the official correspondence how
little foundation there was for the charge that the British Government was employ-

ing Indian traders to stir up the Indians to commit acts of hostility, and how
opposed the disturbed state of affairs was to the interests of these traders.

Another dangerous question was that arising from the retention of the frontier

posts lying within the boundaries agreed on by the treaty of 1783. The anxiety of

the Congress of the United States to obtain possession of these posts is clear from

the date of the demand for their surrender, which was made two months before the

treaty of peace was signed in Paris (the 3rd of September, 1783). Provisional

articles of peace and reconciliation between Great Britain and the American States

were entered into on the 30th November, 1782. (Chalmers, Vol. II. The Annual

Register gives the 13th of November as the date.)
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On the 12th of July, 1783, General Washington, dating his letter from "Head
Quarters, Hudson's River," wrote to General Haldimand that he had been instructed

by Congress to make arrangements " for receiving possession of the posts of the

" United States occupied by the troops of His Britannic Majesty, and from which
" His Majesty's troops are to be withdrawn, agreeably to the 'Tth Article of the

" Provisional Treaty," (B vol, 175, p. 211), and that he had desired the Baron de

Steuben, who was the bearer of the letter, to make all the necessary arrangements

for obtaining possession of the posts and fortresses on the north western frontier of

the Territory of the United States. The demand presented, however, included all

the posts, wherever situated within the boundaries agreed on. The Baron de

Steuben wrote from Chambly on the 3rd of August that he had arrived there on his

way to Quebec, and was sending his aide-de-camp before him with the letters from

General Washington. To save the Baron from a useless journey, he was informed

that General Haldimand was on his way to Sorel and would meet him there. Their

discussion on the subject of the missiou was verbal, but the subsequent letters to

General Washington and to Baron de Steuben show that the refusal to give up the

posts without definite instructions from His Majesty's Ministers was positive, and

was thus accepted by the Baron, who so far modified his demand as to ask only for

" a safe conduct to and the liberty of visiting them (the posts), that I may be able to

" make such arrangements for the interests of the United States as may be necessary

" when they shall be delivered up." (B 175 p. 221.) This also was declined, but

the negotiations seem to have been conducted with great politeness on both sides, as

General Haldimand expressed to General Washington his sense of the pleasure he

had received in meeting the Baron, who on his part wrote in the warmest terras of

the politeness with which he had been received by the General and his officers, from

his entering Canada till his return to Crown Point, " Zes honnUeUs et les jpolitesses

** ne s'effaceront point de ma mSmoire."

That there was a settled policy to refuse delivery of the posts, notwithstanding

the terms of the treaty, is evident. The provisional treaty, which was " not to be

" concluded until terms of a peace shall be agreed upon between Great Britain and

France " contained a clause that " His Britannic Majesty shall with all convenient

speed * * " withdraw all his armies, garrisons and fleets from the said United States

and " from every part, place and harbour within the same." The definitive treaty with

France was signed on the same date as that with the United States, so that without

some special reason this clause, embodied in the definitive treaty with the United

States, should certainly have taken effect at the date of the instructions given to

Brigadier General St. L^ger by General Haldimand, on his retirement from the

command at Quebec. These instructions, dated on the 14th of November, 1784, are

very positive, and subsequent correspondence shows that the determination therein

expressed was the result of a fixed policy. The instructions on this point were

couched in these words :
" Different attempts having been made by the American

" States to get. possession of the posts in the Upper Country, in consequence of the

" treaty of peace, I have thought it my duty uniformly to oppose the same, until

" His Majesty's orders for that purpose shall be received, and my conduct upon that

" occasion having been approved, I have only to recommend to you a strict attention

" to the same." (Series B, Vol. 221, p. 31).



The posts thus held were those of Detroit, in Michigan ; Michilimakinak, on

Lake Huron; Fort Erie, on Lake Erie; Niagara, Oswego and Oswegatchie, in the

State of New York; Pointe au Fer and Dutchman's Point, on Lake Champlain.

The retention of these posts was, it is clear, a measure adopted in consequence

of the non-fulfilmeut of Articles IV and YI of the treaty. These were positive. By-

article Y it was agreed that Congress should earnestly recommend to the respective

States to provide for the restitution of all estates, rights and properties which had

been confiscated, belonging to British subjects and to pass laws, consistent with

justice and equity, as well as with the spirit of conciliation. As Congress alone

could negotiate with foreign powers. Great Britain by this article left the question

of its fulfilment one between Congress and the several States, and it was alUeged by

Mr. Jefferson, at a date subsequent to those in the documents in Note E, that the

United States had only agreed to recommend and had no expectation that effect

would be given to the recommendation. Technically, therefore, the terms of the

Treaty may have been complied with in the case of the fifth article, but the British

government held and maintained that there was no performance of the other articles,

and that until these were complied with the reciprocal obligations could not be

insisted on. When Congress took into consideration the course to be followed in

consequence of the acceptance of the preliminary articles it declined to accept the

report of its committee to issue the recommendation agreed to in Article v, only Mr.

Hamilton voting for its adoption. The words of this report clearly establish the

difference in the articles pointed out above, namely, that four and six were positive

in respect to the action of Congress and that five only bound Congress to recommend
a course of action to the individual States. The words are :

" Eesolved, that the several States are hereby required to remove all obstructions

" which may interpose in the way of the entire and faithful execution of the fourth

" and sixth articles, and that it be at the same time earne^stly recommended to them
"to take into serious consideration the fifth article, and to conform, ttc."

After the ratification of the treaty the recommendation was issued immediately,

but no attention appears to have been paid to it. In fact, the Legislature of the

State of New York subsequently passed even more stringent laws against the

loyalists than those already in existence, in spite of the efforts made by the Senate of

that State, to restrain the House of Assembly from the extreme measures enacted by

that branch of the Legislature, not only in regard to the terms of article five, but

also, it was maintained, in contravention of articles fou/ and six, which had been

settled by the Congress representing all the.States. (For legislation by Georgia, see Q,
vol. 49, page 303.) It was on such grounds therefoi-e, that the British Government

declined to give up possession of the posts within the boundaries agreed on by the treaty.

The justice or otherwise of this action may now be determined with more calmness

and impartiality than was possible at thetime the question was in agitation.

Another question which is of direct interest in the documents is that relating

to commercial intercourse with the United States. A part}^ in the House of Eepre-

sentatives, of whom Mr. Madison appears to have been one of the most prominent

members, if not the leader, was in favour of the closest lestrictions on commerce
between the United States and Great Britain, including the North American and

West Indian dominions. The reports of the confidential agent show the spiiit of
6a—':



Mr. Madison in these early days of the Eepublic and the hostility he cherished

towards Great Britain, with which peace had been so recently concluded.

The connection of other subjects treated of in the documents is not so readily

apparent as those concerning Indian aifairs, the retention of the posts and commer-

cial relations, yet it is even more important.

in Note E p. 108, is a proposal presented to the French Minister in America,

forwarded by him to the Court of France, for the acquisition of Louisiana, from

Spain. It would be out of place here to speak of the early struggles of France,

and Spain for the possession of that country. In the second volume of Dumont's

MSmoire historiques sur la Louisiane is an account of these, and of the occupation of

that country by the French, who, in addition, had at that time possession of Canada,

Cape Breton, &c., the Spaniards holding Mexico, New Grenada and the two Floridas,

Virginia, in the neighbourhood of Florida, being a British possession. The treaty

following on the conclusion of the war in 1760 made a complete change in the

ownership of the French and Spanish territories. The preliminary articles of peace

were signed at Fontainbleau and afterwards embodied in the Treaty of Paris of 10th

February, 1763; but the King of France, by a separate convention with Spain, and

as an act of acknowledgment of the sacrifices made by that power for the restoration

of peace, ceded " in entire possession, purely and simply, without exception, to His
" Catholic Majesty and his Successors, in perpetuity, all the country known under
" the name of Louisiana, as well as New Orleans and the island in which that place

stands."

In the definitive treaty of peace no mention was made of this separate conven-

tion. The seventh article, after describing the limits between the British and French

territories on the continent of America continues: "And for this purpose, the most
" Christian King cedes In full right, and guarantees to his Britannic Majesty, the

" river and port of the Mobile, and everything which he possesses, or ought to

"possess, on the left side of the river Mississippi, except the town of New Orleans,

"and the island in which it is situated, which shall remain to France," the free navi-

gation of the Mississippi being guaranteed to both nations.

By the 19th article of the treaty the island of Cuba was restored to Spain and

Great Britain obtained •' Florida, with Fort St. Augustin and the Bay of Pensacola,

" as well as all that Spain possesses on the continent of North America to the south-

" east of the liiver Mississippi * * * and that in the most ample manner
" and form." By this cession the British dominion in North America, extended,

in 1763, fiom Hudson's Bay to the mouths of the Mississippi. The proclamation

issued by His Britannic Majesty dated on the 7th of October, 1763, established four

governments over this extensive territory, namely, Quebec, East and West Florida

and Grenada, the limits of which were set out in the jDroclamation.

The possession of Louisiana by Spain gave that power itn immense territoiy,

which extended from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean. Louisiana itself is

described in 1763 as "bounded on the south by the Gulph of Mexico; on the East

" by Carolinf., and by a part of Canada; on the west by New Mexico and by Canada
" on the north. In part it extends, without any assignable bounds to the Terrcn

" Incognitas, adjoining to Hudson's Bay." This was, however, before the cession of

Florida, the whole territory on both sides of the Mississippi, between the northern

lakes and the Gulph ofMexico, and between the Mexican and Alleghany Mountains,
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having been previously included in the term Louisiana, which must be borne in mind,

or the close connection between it and Canada cannot be fully understood. Large

settlements^f Canadians, who had gone to Louisiana, flocked to the Illinois, attracted

by reports ofits fertility, in spite of the difficulties and hardships they had to confront

on their way to what they were led to believe was a Paradise.

The cession of the western part of Louisiana to Spain was kept secret, and the

French inhabitants on the eastern side of the Mississippi, which had been transferred

to Great Britain, abandoned their lands and moved into what they believed to be

still French territory. Many of the Canadians and Acadians prepared to remove

to Louisiana until they learned of the transfer to Spain, but the report of the

transfer changed their destination. It would be idle to speculate on the change in

the condition of affairs on this continent which would have resulted from the

migrations to the south of the Canadians and Acadians.

By the fifth article of the treaty of peace in 1783, between Great Britain and

Spain, East and West Florida were <;eded to the latter power, which again obtained

possession of both banks of the Mississippi. It is this which gives importance, in

relation to Canadian affairs, to the settlement of Kentucky, an offbhoot from

Virginia. The navigation of the Mississippi was completely under the control of

Spain, and knowing their absolute need of the free use of that river for the expor-

tation of their produce, it was but a step for the inhabitants of Kentucky to believe

that it was their right to obtain it, even by force. It is beyond the scope of this

report to trace the history of the events connected with the separation of Kentucky

from Virginia and its admittance into the American Union as a separate State, or

the transactions of Wilkinson, treating directly with Spain for the right to use the

Mississippi and for the free admission of the produce of Kentucky into New
Orleans, except that by the successful issue of these negotiations the inhabitants of

Kentucky were encouraged to proceed more earnestly in the discussion of a policy

of separation from the rest of the States, so that they might be able to act as an

independent nation. This policy and the belief held by many of the leaders of

public opinion in the fjnited States of the political wisdom of a treaty of alliance

between Great Britain and the American Eepublic would, if these views had pre-

vailed, have had the most important results on the affairs of Canada. It was a

critical period in the history of the United States, owing to the weakness of the

central Government, which had little more than the shadow of control over the

individual States, those on the Atlantic being openly hostile to western extension,

and there being, so far as can be judged, a general feeling that instead of one there

should be at least two powers formed, with a leaning on the part of many towards a

monarchy and a spirit of resistance to the payment of taxes imposed by Congress

to meet the expenses incurred in the course of the struggle with Great Britain.

The importance of the decision on the part of Kentucky, in regard to her

position to the United States, cannot be overlooked in reference to Canada. The
dispute arising out of the seizure of British vessels in Nootka Sound, on the North

Pacific (see Report on Archives for 1889, p. xxxiv), involved, as a matter of necessity,

should a war arise, the whole Spanish dominions in North America, especially

Louisiana and the Floridas, as being easily accessible by sea. The attitude

of the United States was, therefore, of great interest, and the paramount importance

to Kentucky of the free navigation of the Mississippi, which the inhabitants of that
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country believed had been sacrificed by the timorous policy of the Fe deral Govern-

ment, might have driven that State into an alliance with Great Britain as the most
probable solution of the difficulty.

^

This sketch seems to be a necessary introduction to the reports of the unofficial

agent, who was employed in the absence of any resident recognized diplomatic

agent from Great Britain to the United States. The American side of part of the

conversations reported on is given by several of the leading politicians, whose

memoirs have been published, the fullest details being found in the " Works of

Alexander Hamilton." As that collection is difficult to obtain, copious extracts are

here given, so that a comparison of the two accounts may be made. (For these I

am indebted to the kindness of Mr. Worthington C. Ford.) The following com-

munications on the subject were made by Mr. Alexander Hamilton, then Secretary

of the Treasury, to the President, General "Washington.

Memorandum of the substance of a communication made on Thursday, the eighth

of July, 1790, to the subscriber, by Major Beckwith, as by direction of Lord
Dorchester.

Major Beckwith began by stating that Lord Dorchester had directed him to

make his acknowledgments for the politeness which had been shown in respect to

the desire he had intimated to pass by New York in his way to England ; adding
that the prospect of a war between Greet Britain and Spain would prevent or defer

the execution of his intention in that particular. He next proceeded to observe,

that Lord Dorchester had been informed of a negotiation commenced on the other

side of the water, through the agency of Mr. Morris, mentioning, as the subscriber

understood, principally by way of proof of Lord Dorchester's knowledge of the

transaction, that Mr. Morris had not produced any regular credentials but merely a

letter from the President directed to himself ; that some delays had intervened,

partly on account of Mr. Morris's absence on a trip to Holland, as was understood
;

and that it was not improbable these delays and some other circumstances may
have impressed Mr. Morris with an idea of backwardness on the part of the British

Ministry; that His liordship, however, had directed him to say that an inference of

this sort would not, in his opinion, be well founded, as he had reason to believe that

the Cabinet of Great Britain entertained a disposition not only towards a friendly

intercourse, but towards an alliance with the United States. Major Beckwith then

proceeded to speak of the particular cause of the expected rupture between Spain

and Britain, observing it was one in which all commercial nations must be supposed
to favour the views of Great Britain. That it was therefore presumed, should a war
take place, that the United States would find it to be their interest to take part

with Great Britain rather than with Spain.

Major Beckwith concluded with producing a letter signed " Dorchester," which
letter contained ideas similar to those he had expressed though in more guarded
terms, and without any allusion to instructions from the British Cabinet. This letter,

it is now recollected, hints at the non-execution of the treaty of peace on our part.

On the subscriber remarking the circumstance that his letter seemed to speak
only the sentiments of His Lordship, Major Beckwith i-eplied, that vvhatever reasons

there might be for that course of pi-oceeding in the present stage of the business, it

was to be presumed, that His Lordship knew too well the consequence of such a

step, to have taken it without a previous knowledge of the intentions of the Cabinet.

Major Beckwith afterwards mentioned that Lord Dorchester had heard with

great concern of some depredations committed by some Indians on our western

frontier. That he had wished it to be believed that nothing of this kind had received

the least countenance from him. That, on the contrary, he had taken every proper

opportunity of inculcating upon the Indians a pacific disposition towards us; and
that as soon as he had heard of the outrages lately committed he had sent a mes-

sage to endeavor to prevent them. That His Lordship had understood that the
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Indians alluded to were a banditti, composed chiefly or in a great part of Creeks
or Cherokees, over whom he had no influence, intimating at the same time that these

tribes were supposed to be in connection with the Spaniards.

He stated, in the next place, that His Lordship had been informed that a Captain
Hait, in our service, and a Mr. Nimble, and indeed some persons in the treaty at

Fort Harman, had thrown out menaces with regard to the posts on the frontier, and
had otherwise held very intemperate language; which, however, His Lordship con-

sidered rather as effusions of individual feelings, than as the effects of any instruc-

tion from authority.

A. HAMILTON.

July 22, ngo.

On Thursday, the 22nd instant, I had a second interview with Major Beckwith?
in which I spoke to him nearly as follows

:

I have made the proper use of what you said to me at our last interview.

As to what regards the objects of a general nature mentioned by you, though
your authority for the purpose from Lord Dorchester is out of the question, and
though I presume from His Lordship's station and character, and the knowledge he
appears to have of what is passing on the other side of the water, with regard to

Mr. Morris, that the step he has taken through you is conformable to the views of
your Cabinet, and not without its sanction; yet you are no doubt sensible that the
business presents itself in a shape which does not give the proper authenticity to

that fact, and is wholly without formality. You must also be sensible that there is

a material difference between your situation and that of Mr. Morris. His creden-
tials, though not formal, proceed fi-om the proper source; yours are neither formal
nor authoritative.

This state of things will, of course, operate on what I am going to say on the
subject. As to what relates to friendship between Great Britain and the United
States, I conceive myself warranted in declaring that there is in the Grovernment of
this country a sincere disposition to concur in obviating with candor and fairness all

ground of misunderstanding which may now exist in refei-ence to the execution of
the late treaty of peace, and in laying the foundation of future good understand-
ing, by establishing liberal terms of commercial intercourse.

As to alliance, this opens a wide field. Th6 thing is susceptible of a vast
variety of forms. Tis not possible to judge what would be proper or what could be
done, unless points were brought into view. ]f you are in a condition to mention
particulars, it may afford better ground of conversation,

I stopped here for an answer.
Major Beckwith replied, that he could say nothing more precise than he had

already done.

That being the case (continued I), I can only say, that the thing is in too

general a form to admit of a judgment of what may be eventually admissible or
practicable. If the subject shall hereafter present itself to discussion in an authentic
and proper shape, I have no doubt we shall be ready to answer freely upon it, and
you will naturally conclude that we shall be disposed to pursue whatever shall appear
under all circumstances to be our interest, as far as may consist with our honour. At
present I would not mean either to raise or repress expectation.

Major Beckwith seemed to admit that as things were circumstanced nothing
explicit could be expected, and went on to make some observations, which I under-
stood as having for object to sound whether there existed any connection between
Spain and us; and whether the questions with regard to the Mississippi were settled.

Perceiving this, I thought it best to avoid an appearance of mysteiy, and to

declare without hesitation

;

"That there was no particular connection between Spain and the United States,

within my knowledge, and that it was a matter of public notoriety, that the questions
alluded to were still unadjusted."
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The rest of our convei'sation chiefly consisted of assurances on my part, that the
menaces which had been mentioned by him as having been thrown out by some
individuals with i-egard to the western posts were unauthorized, proceeding probably
from a degree of irritation which the detention of the posts had produced in the
minds of many; and of a repetition, on his part, of the assurances which he had
before given of Lord Dorchester's disposition to discourage Indian outrages.

Something was said respecting the probable course of military operations in

case of a war between Britain and Spain, which Mr. Beckwith supposed would be
directed towards South America; alleging, however, that this was mere conjecture

on his part. I hinted cautiously our dislike of any enterprise on New Orleans.

A HAMILTON.

Note by A. H.—Mr. Jefferson was privy to this transaction. The views of the

Government were to discard suspicion that any engagements with Spain or inten-

tions hostile to Great Britain existed ; to leave the ground in other respects vague
and open, so as that in case of rupture between Great Britain and Spain the United
States ought to be in the best situation to turn it to account, in reference to the

disputes between them and Great Britain on the one hand, and Spain on the other.

Hamilton to Washington.

New York, 30 September, 1790.

Sir,—I had lately a visit from a certain gentleman *, the sole object of which
was to make some observations of a delicate nature concerning another gentleman f
employed on a paiticular errand; which, as they were doubtless intended for your
ear (and, such as they are, ought to be known to you), it is of course my duty to

communicate.
He began (in a manner somewhat embarrassed, which betrayed rather mo:e

than he seemed to discover) by telling me that in different companies when he had
happened to be in this city (a circumstance, by the waj', very unlikely) he had
heard it mentioned that that other gentleman was upon terms of very great intimacy
with the representative of a certain Court at the one where he was employed, ;|:

and with the head of the parly opposed to the minister, ^[ and he proceeded to say
that if there were any symptoms of backwardness or coolness in the minister, it had
occurred to him that they might possibly be occasioned by such an intimacy ; that
he had no intimation however of this being the case, and that the idea suggested by
him was mere matter of conjecture ; that he did not even know it was a fact that

the intimacy subsisted. But if this should be the case (said he), you will readily

imagine that it cannot be calculated to inspire confidence or facilitate free commu-
nication. It would not be surprising if a very close connection with the represen-
tative of another power should beget doubts and reserves ; or if a very familiar in-

tercourse with the head of the opposition should occasion prejudice and distance.

Man, after all, is but man ; and though the Minister has a great mind, and is as

little likely as most men to entertain illiberal distrusts or jealousies
;
yet there is no

saying what might be the effect of such conduct upon him. It is hardly possible

not to have some diffidence of those who seem to be very closely united with our
political or personal enemies or rivals. At any rate, such an intimacy, if it exists,

can do no good, may do some harni.

This, as far as I recollect, was the substance of what he said. My answer was
nearly as follows :

—

1 have nevei* heard a syllable. Sir, about the matter you mention. It appears
to me, however, very possible that an intimacy with both the persons you mention
may exist; with the first, because the situation of the parties had naturally pro-

duced such an intimacy while both were in this country, and to have dropped and

* Beckwith,
t (Touvenieur Moiris.

t Luzerne, the French Minister in London.
i[ Charles JaiucH Fox.
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avoided it then would not have been without difficulty, on the score of politeness,

and would have worn an extraordinary and mysterious aspect. With the last, from
the patronage of American affairs which is understood to have been uniformly the

part of that gentleman, and, in some degree, from a similarity of dispositions and
characters ; both brilliant men, men of wit and genius ; both fond of the pleasures

of society. It is to be hoped that appearances which admit of so easy a solution

will not prove an obstacle to anything which mutual interest dictates. It is impos-
sible that there can be anything wrong.

He replied, that he certainly had no idea that there could be anything wrong;
but that, as trifles often mar gieat affairs, he thought it best to impart to me his

conjecture, that such use might be made of it as should be thought advisable.

I have the honor to be, &c.

An extract from the "Writings of Thomas Jefferson" (Vol. ix., p. 409), will

show the opinions of the Secretaiy of State on the subjects discussed by Major

Beckwith and should be compared with his reports.

Heads of consideration on the conduct we are to observe in the war between Spain and
Great Britain, and particularly should the latter attempt the conquest of Louisiana
and the Floridas.

The dangers to us, should Great Britain possess herself of those countries:

—

She will possess a territory equal to half ours beyond the Mississippi.

She will reduce that half of ours which is on this side of the Mississippi ;—by
her language, laws, religion, manners, government, commerce, capital;—by the

possession of New Orleans, which draws to it the dependence of all the waters of

the Mississippi ; by the markets she can offer them in the Gulf of Mexico and
elsewhere.

She will take from the remaining part of our States the markets they now have
for their produce ;—by furnishing those markets cheaper with the same articles,

tobacco, rice, indigo, bread, lumber, arms, naval stores, furs.

She will then have possessions double the size of ours, as good in soil and climate.

She will encircle us completely, by these possessions on our land-board, and her
fleets in our sea-board. Instead of two neighbors balancing each other, we shall

have one with more than the stiength of both.

Would the prevention of this be worth a war ?

Consider our abilities to take part in a war. Our operations would be by land
only. How many men should we need to employ ?—Their cost ? Our resources of
taxation and credit equal to this.

Weigh the evil of this new accumulation of debt against the loss of markets, and
eternal expense and danger from so over grown a neighbor.

But this is on supposition that France, as well as Spain, shall be engaged in the

war ; for, with Spain alone, the war would be unsuccessful, and our situation

rendered worse.
No need to take a part in the war as yet. We may choose our own time.

Delay gives us many chances to avoid it altogether.

In such a choice of objects. Great Britain may not single out Louisiana and the
Floridas. She may fail in her attempt on them. France and Spain may recover
them.

If all these chances fail, we should have to re-take them. The difference between
re-taking and preventing, overbalanced by the benefits of delay. Delay enables us

to be better prepared to obtain from the allies a price for our assistance.

Suppose these our ultimate views, what is to be done at this time ?

1. As to Spain :

—

If she be as sensible as we are, that she cannot save Louisiana and the Floridas,

might she not prefer their independence to their subjection to Great Britain? Does
not the proposition of the Count d'Estaing furnish us an opening to communicate
our ideas on this subject to the Court of France, and through them to that of Madrid?



xl

and our readiness to join them in guaranteeing the independence of those countries ?

This might save us from a war, if Great Britain respected our weight in a war ; and
if she does not, the object would place the war on popular ground with us.

2. As to England?—Say to Beckwith,

—

That as to a treaty of commerce, we would prefer amicable to adversary
arrangements, though the latter would be infallible, and in our own power: that our
ideas are, that such a treaty should be founded in perfect reciprocity, and would,
therefore, be its own price : that as to an alliance, we can say nothing till its object

be shown, and that it is not to be inconsistent with existing engagements: that in the
event of a war between Great Britain and Spain, we are disposed to be strictly neu-

tral ; that, however, we should view with extreme uneasiness any attempts of either

power to seize the possessions of the other on our frontier, as we consider our own
safety interested in a due balance between our neighbors. [It might be deemed
advantageous to express this latter sentiment, because, if there be any difference of

opinion, in their councils, whether to bend their force against North or South America,
or the islands (and certainly there is room for difference), and if these opinions be

nearly balanced, that balance ought to be determined by the prospect of having an
enemy the more or less, according to the object they should select.]

July 12tb 1790.

A rought draught of this paper was found among Jefferson's manuscripts

differing in details from the document printed above. That part of it which relates

to the communication to be made to Major Beckwith will show to some extent the

difference between the draughty and the revised version. It is as follows: (See

Worthington C, Ford's " Winnowings in American History ").

As to England say to B.

That as to a treaty of commerce we hd never desired it but on terms of perfect

reciprocity. That therefore we never thought to give any price for it but itself.

That we had wished for it to avoid giving mutual bounds to the commerce of

both nations.

But that we have the measures in our own power which may save us from loss.

That as to the alliance they propose, it would involve us against France and
Spain.

And considered even in a moral view, no price could repay such an abandonment
of character.

That we are truly disposed to remain strictly neutral. Tho' we must contess y'

we shd view in a very serious light attempts to extend themselves along our

frontier, and destroy all balance in our neighborhood.

[The latter sentiment it might be advantageous to express, because if there be

any difference of op'" in her councils whether to bend their force against North or

South America (and certainly there is room for difference) and if these operations

be nearly balanced, the possibilitj'' of drawing an enemy the more on themselves,

might determine the balance].

It has been difficult to obtain information respecting Major George Beckwith,

who was the person employed as an unofficial diplomatic agent and whose reports

form the large proportion of the documents in Note E. Mr. Worthington C. Ford,

who has made a special study of that period in the history of the United States

during which Major Beckwith was engaged on his confidential mission, in answer to

a request I addressed to him, wrote that he was not a little puzzled himself, but

stated that George Beckwith was a son of Major General John Beckwith, ofYorkshire,

rewarding whom there was a story that he had offered his services to the Americans

at the beginning of the Eevolutionary War, but the story seems to me to be very

doubtful. George, the officer in question, was, according to Mr. Ford, connected

with the German troops under Knyphausen in 1779, and in 1781 served under the
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Adjutant General de Lancey ; that in 1782 he was aide-de-camp to Sir Guy Carleton,

and that from that time he was closely attached to Sir Guy. The fact that he was
engaged to the southward in New York and the Jerseys is a sufficient reason why
none of the documents here throw any light on his personality. The only positive

personal notice of him in the papers here is one found among a list of promotions,

sent from the War Office to Lord Dorchester, on the 6th day of January, 1796, which

contained the following paragraph :
" Brevets. Lt. Col. John Despat-d of 7th Foot, and

" George Beckwith of 37th, to be Colonels in the Army, from 21st August, 1795."

(Archives. Series C, Vol. 15, p. 82). In the obituary notice in the Annual Begister

for 1823, p. 350,-!^ he is described as the Eight Hon. General Sir George Beckwith, G.

C. B. ; the son of Major General John Beckwith, who commanded the 20th regiment

at Minden, and the Brigade of Grenadiers and Highlanders during the Seven Years

War, repeatedly receiving the public thanks of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, the

Commander-in-Chief of the allied army. George Beckwith received an ensign's com-

mission in the 37th Eegiraent in 1771, and appears to have served with distinction.

It will be noticed by the promotion gazetted in 1795, given above, that he was still

in the same regiment ho had entered with the rank of ensign in 1771. In 1797 he

was Governor of Bermuda; in 1804, of St. Vincent, and in 1808 of Barbadoes, with

command of the forces in the Windward and Leeward Caribee Islands, and conti-

nental provinces in South America. On the 24th February, 1809, he took the island

of Martinique and captured Guadaloupe on the 6th of February, 1810. In 1816 he

was in command of the troops in Ireland, and died in London on the 20th of March,

1823, in his 70th year, so that he was about eighteen years old when he joined the

37th Eegiment as an ensign.

It is clear from the reports of Mr. Hamilton, and the memorandum of Mr. Jeffer-

son, that Major Beckwith was regarded as a real, although an unofficial, diplomatic

agent, acting on behalf of the British Government, so that it is somewhat singular

that no record of his mission has been preserved at Washington. Mr. Haswell, who

is the chief in charge of the Indexes and Eecords of the Department of State there,

writes to Mr. Ford, that he had made a thorough search and could find nothing res-

pecting Colonel George Beckwith, and that no one there knew of him.

If he is the gentleman spoken of, but not named, by Mr. Nepean, in his letter

to Lord Dorchester, dated at Whitehall, 3l8t March, 1787 (Note E. p. 97), and

the author of "certain communications" enclosed by Lord Dorchester to

Lord Sydney on the 10th of April following, as seems, if not certain, at

least in the highest degree probable, it would set at rest the question as to whether

he was authorised by the British Government, or was engaged by Lord Dorchester

on his own responsibility, the latter being a supposition that does not seem tenable.

In the communications, no names are given of the persons with whom the con-

versations were held, only numbers being used. A key forwarded by Beckwith gives

the names. These were :

1. Doctor Johnson, a member of the Senate of Connecticut.

2. Major General Schuyler, a member of the Senate of New York.

3. General Washington.

4. A gentleman in office of the United States.

5. Lieutenant Colonel Turnbull.

6. Mr. Smith, of New York.
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Y. Mr. Hamilton, who is at the head,of the Treasury and Finance.

8. Mr. Hay, Judge of the Common Pleas for the County of Plattsburg, in the

State of New York.

9. Mr. Payne, of Chimney Point in Vermont.

10, Mr. Patterson, a member of the Senate.

11, Mr. McCormick, a merchant at New York.

12, Mr, Jay, Chief Justice,

13, Mr, Telfair, a merchant of Great Britain,

14, Mr, Scott, a member of the House of Eepresentatives, from the counties of

Pennsylvania, west of the Alleghany Mountains.

15, Mr. Ogden of New Jersey.

16, Mr. Taylor, Sheriff of the County of Clinton, in the State of New York.

17, Mr, Ames, a representative from Massachusetts, who as a speaker is con-

sidered to be a rival of Mr, Madison,

18, Mr. Eichard Henry Lee, a Senator from Virginia,

19, Colonel Alexander McGrillivray,

20, Mr, Isaac Sherman, holding, or having held, an appointment under Congress

of Surveyor on the part of Connecticut, and having commanded a regiment in the

army of the United States.

21, Colonel Humphreys, aide-de-camp to General Washington during the war,

and Secretaiy for the French Embassy after the peace, since which he has in general

lived in the President's family,

22, Mr, Knox, brother to the Secretary at War, appointed Consul for the port of

Dublin.

23, Mr. Gouverneur Morris,

At pages 154 and 155 (Note E) a conver.'Sation is I'eported between Major

Beckwith and No, 19 (that is, according to the key, Colonel Alexander McGillivray)

respecting a person calling himself Colonel Boles. (Bowles). In 1801 this same

Bowles assumed the title of " Director General of the Muscogee Nation " and was

addressed as " His Excellency." His pretention to that title was disowned by the

British Government ; he died in prison in 1804, having been taken by the Spaniards

on two occasions, his attacks by the Indians he led having caused much destruction

to their settlements. It is stated in his biographies that he married one of the

Creek Indians and joined that tribe. McGillivray in his conversation with Beck-

with, referred to, said that when he required the assistance of men of military

experience in critical situations he employed Bowles among others, but finding

how extravagant were the views he held, he had withdrawn confidence in him, but

that he had *' continued (contrived ?) to get some of the Cherokees into his notions,

•'* and persuaded them to go with him to the Bahama Islands, where Lord Dunmore
" saw them and persuaded them to go to the northward."

In the State Papers (Q.45-2, p, 535 and onwards), is a correspondence respecting

the mission of Bowles and his party of Cherokees, on their arrival at Quebec from

the Bahamas. The sum of Lord Dorchester's letter to Mr, Grenville respecting the

deputation, which His Lordship had tried in vain to dissuade from going to London

is in the last paragraphs of the letter. These add another evidence of the wide

spread effects of the dispute with Spain respecting the territories on the coast of

the Northern Pacific, and show how closely linked were the events that at that
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time connected affairs in Canada with those in the Southern possessions of Spain.

Lord Dorchester says :

Their chief object for the present seems to be a sufficient supply of arms and
ammunition to defend themselves against the encroachments of the States, and the
oppression of Spain, to which they conceive their numbers to be adequate had they
military stores.

There is ground to suppose that they would think themselves happy to be again
under the protection of G-reat Britain, and that they would readily assist in any
operations to dispossess the Spaniards of the Floridas and Louisiana.

Their resentment against the States, arising from injudicious encroachments
upon their territory, might be appeased by ensuring them a more liberal treatment
under the King's protection. (Q. 45-2, p. 537).

The letters from Bowles, the proceedings of the Councils of the Creeks and

Cherokees, &c., follow, and need not be recapitulated. Early in Novembei-, the

deputation ai'rived in London, and presented their memorial to Lord Grenville. On
the Tth of March following (1791) Lord Grenville wrote to Lord Dorchester, report-

ing their arrival and stating the reception they met with, in the following terms :

" Such of their requests as related to views of hostility against the United States

" have met with no kind of encouragement, but they will in some degree be gratified

" in their wish of intercourse with the British Dominions by an admission to the

" free posts in His Majesty's West Indian Islands, supposing that they should find

" themselves in a situation to avail themselves of this indulgence."

McGillivray, the Chief of the Creeks, was a son ot a Scotch trader who had

mai'ried a Creek woman. He received a thorough education in Great Britain, and

this, with his natural talents, enabled him to take a much more prudent course than

was usual among the Indians. By his influence he restrained his tribe from acts of

cruelty, which he was well aware could only result in a war of extermination. He
was himself engaged in commercial pursuits, being connected with a firm of London
merchants, and appears to have acted with great wisdom and policy in conducting

the affairs of his tribe. (See Beckwith's letter of 7th April, 1790, Q. 49, p. 283).

The whole respectfully submitted.

DOUGLAS BEYMNEE,
Archivist.

Ottawa, Slst December, 1890.
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NOTE A.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

No. 1.—SIE GUY CAELETON TO LOED HILLSBOEOUGH.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, No. 7, page 7.)

Quebec 28th March 1770

My Lord !

Herewith inclosed, I transmit to your Lordship an Ordinance, just published to

correct the ill consequences of the clause therein repealed, and to put Jin end to the

improper and oppressive use made thereof in some Parts of this Province, a measure
become so necessary to the Ease and Happiness of the People, and in the end to

the King's Interests, that it would have been highly injudicious to have either

delayed or suspended their Eelief any longer.

Your Lordship has been already informed that the Protestants, who have settled

or rather sojourned here since the Conquest, are composed only of Traders, disbanded
Soldiers, and officers, the latter one or two excepted, below the Eank of Captain

;

of fthose in the Commission of the Peace, such as prospered in Business, could not

give up their Time to sit as Judges, and when several from accidents and ill Judged
undertakings, became Bankrupts, they naturally sought to repair their broken
Fortunes at the expense of the People ; Hence a variety of Schemes to increase the

Businsss and their own Emoluments, Bailiflfe. of their own creation, mostly French
soldiers, either disbanded or Deserters, dispersed through the Parishes with blank
Citations, catching at every little Feud or Dissension among the Peopl.e, exciting

them on to their Euin, and in a manner forcing them to litigate, what, if left to

themselves, might have been easily accommodated, putting them to extravagant
Costs for the Eecovery of very small sums, their Lands, at a time there is the
greatest scarcity of money, and consequently but few Purchasers, exposed to hasty
sales for Payment of the most trifling Debts, and the money arising from these sales

consumed in exhorbitant Fees, whils the Creditors reap little Benefit from the
Destruction of their unfortunate Debtors ; This, my Lord, is but a very faint sketch
of the Distresses of the Canadians, and the cause of much Eeproach to our national

Justice, and the King's Government.
In my last Tour through the Country, the outcry of the People was general,

the inclosed copy of a Letter I received, at my return to this Place, from a vei*y

sensible old Captain of the Militia, is exactly the Language of all 1 met in this Pro-
gress, and some recent instances Could be brought of their Eesistance to Officers of

Justice, acting illegally indeed, a strong symptom among inapy others of their

Patience being near exhausted.
But among other Eeasons, besides the foregoing, (which I am apt to believe,

your Lordship will, however, think fully sufficient) that might bo alledged for the
Expediency of reducing the Justices of the Peace to nearly the same Power, they
have in England, and of reviving Part of the ancient mode of administering Justice

in this Province, there was one, which had due weight, and that was the confusion
arising from so many different Jurisdictions, all acting upon different Ideas and
Notions, to the gi-eat Perplexity of the honest Part of His Majesty's new Subjects,

and of which the cunning and ill designing among them did not neglect to make
their advantage; and if your Lordship only considers, that the new Eesidents here,
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since the Conquest came not only from all Parts of the King's extensive Dominions,
but from all Parts of the World beside, there is no great Eeason to wonder at that

variety of sentiment in Eegard to what is right or wrong, and that in general being

men of no great Learning, or extraordinary abilities, they should conform their

notions of Justice, to what they had formerly seen practiced, rather than to the

present circumstances of things in this Province.

By the present Plan, it is intended, that the King's Judges, paid by the Crown,
may in future chiefly, if not altogether, take cognizance of matters of Property,

which of course, will produce a greater uniformity in the Administration of Justice,

and as these Gentlemen enjoy Salaries, it will be more incumbent upon them, in point

of Interest, as well as for their Honor and Eeputation, to give Satisfaction to the

Publick, than it ever can be upon those, who for their daily subsistence depend
meerly upon the Emolument of Oflfice, which it will consequently ever be their

Interest to enhance.

No. 2.—LETTEE D'UN ANCIEN CAPITAINE DE MILICE.

(Archives canadiennes, serie Q., vol. ^,page 55).

(^Original.)

D'Yamaska, le 3 juillet 1769.

MoNSEiGNEUR,—Je supplic tres respectueusement voire Excellence d'agrder la

liberty que je prend de lui faire mes humbles representations, sur le sujet que j'ai

d^ja Eu I'honneur de lui communiquer sur les affaires qui dependent principalement
de la justice ; II servit un bien de la derniTere consequence qu'il plut a votre Excel-

lence de prendre connoissance de la maniere d'agirdes personnes etabli pour admi-
nistrer les decisions qui se prdsente journellement dans les proems mal tenths au
prejudice de tout le pauvre peuple qui se trouve accabl^ et ruin^ totalement par les

injustices qui lui sont faites ; on ne voit tous les jours que procds sur procds, pour
des choses de n^ant, pour vingt ou trente sols on forme un proems qui se monte le

plus souvent a 40, 50 et 60 livres, par la multitude de frais qu^i sont fait aces pauvres
gens, par le moyen des sergents d'ordres qui sont ^tablie par I'autorit^ de Messieurs
les juges de paix ; cet sergents la, Monseigneur, sont des agresseurs de procds tr^s

injustes, ils subornent le pauvre peuple qui n'en sgait pas plus long, a faire donner
des ordres les uns aux autres, qu'ils ont toutes preste sur eux en blanc, dont il n'y a
que les noms du demandeur et du deffendeur a ajouter et le quantieme du jour de la

composition, ainsi j'en envoye une par curiositd a Yotre Excellence, pour en juger
ce qu'Elle lui plaira ;

il arrive trds souvent qu'une mgme personne a plusieurs ordres

a r^pondre a differentes cours pour le mSme jour, et comme c'est une chose impos-
sible que cela se puisse faire, on les condamnes tout de suite par deffaut; Ensuitte de
quoi, les Sergents d'ordre saisissent, enlevent, vendent tout ce que ces pauvres gens
peuvent avoir chez eux, le tout donn^ a moiti^ prix et mgme au quart de la juste

valeur des effets enlev^s ; il arrive tr^s souvent, que lorsque ces pr^tendus sergents
vont faire leur saisie aux maisons, s'il n'y a personne et que les portes soient fermds
ils font fraction pour entrer dans les dites maisons, Ce qui reprdsente des vols

manifeste, et reduisent les pauvres habitants a la derniere mendicity, si les effets

saisies et enlevdes ne sont pas sufisant pour atteindre k payer les sommes qu'on
exige d'eux par la multitude des frais qu'on leur a fait tant pour le transport des
voj^ages des Sergents, qu'autrement, on obtient des prises de corps contre eux apres
les avoir d^pouillds de tout ce qu'il pouvoient avoir et posseder au monde, tant

meubles que leurs Bestiaux ; ils se nentissent k la fin de leur personne pour achever
leur tirannie, je n'aurois jamais fini Monseigneur de vous faire le r^cit de la triste



This new Disposition will indeed occasion some additional Expence to Govern-
ment, untill a Provincial Revenue can be settled, as another Judge must of course be
appointed, and that on account of the circuits they ai-e hence forward to take within
their respective Districts, both for the sake of administering Justice, and to see that

nothing Detrimental to the King's Interests is carrying on among the People, I

have thought proper to make an addition of fifty Pounds a year to each of those
already established.

I am with much Eespect and Esteem,
Your Lordship's most obedient and

Most Humble Servant,

GUY CARLETON.
The Earl of Hillsborough,

One of His Majesty's principal Secretarys of State.

LETTER FROM AN EX-CAPTAIN OF MILITIA.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 7, page 55.)

(^Translation.)

Yamaska, 3rd July, 1769.

My Lord,

I very respectfully beg Your Excellency to pardon the liberty I take in

making my humble representations on the subject I have already had the honour
to communicate respecting the affairs chiefly depending on the administration
of justice. It would be a benefit of the greatest consequence should it please
Your Excellency to take cognisance of the manner in which persons act who are
commissioned to carry out the decisions daily given in unfounded suits to the
prejudice of this poor people, oppressed and totally ruined b}'- acts of injustice.

Every day may be seen only suit upon suit for nothing; for twenty or thirty sous
suits are entered, which usually mount up to 40, 50 and 60 livres, owing to the
multitude of expenses heaped on these poor people by the bailiffs appointed by the
authority of the justices of the peace. These bailiffs are instigators of unjust suits;

they entice the poor people who know nothing of the matter to get writs against
each other; these writs the bailiffs carry in blank, which require only the addition
of the names of the plaintifl' and defendant and the date of the appearance, I send
one as a curiosity for Your Excellency to judge of it. It often happens that a single

person has several citations to answer at different courts on the same day, and as it

is impossible that he can do so, he is at once condemned by default. Thereupon the
bailifl's seize, carry off' and sell everything these poor people may be possessed of,

the whole being disposed of at a half and even at a fourth of the real value.

Frequently, when these alleged bailiffs go to make a seizure, should there be no one
in the house and the doors locked, they break them open to get in; these are manifest
robberies which reduce the poor peasant to the lowest beggary. If the goods seized

and carried off are not sufficient to discharge the multitude of costs laid on for the
travelling charges of the bailiffs and otherwise, a warrant of imprisonment is

obtained, and thus after having been robbed of all they have and possess in the world,
their furniture as well as their cattle, their persons are finally laid hold of as a guar-
antee that the tyi-anny may be complete. I would never finish were I to attempt
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situation dans laquelle sont plong^s ces pauvres gens. La crainte d'interrompre le

silence de Votre Excellence par un trop long discour a ce sujet m'oblige de finir sur

ce point.

Au sujet de nos Baillifs, il semble qu'il seroit plus a propos qu'ils fussent chan-
ges tons les ans au jour de leur nomination, et que chaque ann^e il y en eut un nou-
veau cens^ premier baillif, d'autant que celui qui occupe cette place seulement deux
ans de suite, s'attribue trop de gloire et d'autorit^, se croit au dessus de tout ce qui
cause fort souvent de trds mauvaises suittes, au contraire si un chacun L'Etoit a son
tour, Les choses seroient dans un autre ordre et s9ituation, et ceux qui seroient en
place cette annde s'appliquent a faire leur devoir du mieux qui leur seroit possible

;

Je suplie votre Excellence de faire s'il lui plait attention a mon expose, comme de vous
rendre sensible aux Tribulations de ce pauvre peuple afflig^, qui est tres doux,

Laquel j'ai conduit pendant L'Espace de vingt cinq a vingt six ans en quality de
capitaine et de juge tres souvent, par les injustices qui lui sont faites journellement
et des quelles il ne pent etre delivr^ que par un pur effet de la bien veillance et

cbarit^ paternelle de votre Excellence, employant en cette occasion votre autorit^ et

esquitable justice, a laquelle il est tres respectueusement soumis ainsiqu'aL'honneur
de vos ordres, j'osoit me flatter d'avoir L'honneur d'aller faire la reverence a Yotre
Excellence et L'assurer de mes plus profonds respects et soumissions, mais j'ai 6t6

priv^ de cette grande satisfaction n'ayaut s§li votre arrivde a Maska que longtemps
apres que votre Excellence en a ^t^ partie, attendant L'bonneur de vos ordres je

suis avec le plus profond respect, monseigneur, votre trds humble et tres obeissant

serviteur,

JOSEPH DEROSIE, p^re

Cy devant capitaine de milice.

Copie de Vordre, en blanc.

District de ) En vertu de L'ordre sigfa^ par Samuel Mather Ecuyer juge de paix en
Montreal, j datte le

Je Baillif soussign^ certifie m'gtre expres
Demandeur. transports dans le domicile du deffendeur parlant a sa per-

sonne a fin qu'il n'en ignore, qu'il doit paroitre devant mon
dit Sieur Mather le Courant

Deffendeur. pour rSpondre a la demande du demandeur.
C La datte 1768.

Signd Latour Baillif.



giving the whole story of the sad situation in which these poor people are placed.

The fear of breaking in upon Your Excellency's retirement by too long a dissertation

on this subject obliges me to finish on this point.

Regarding our bailiffs, it would seem to be more reasonable that they should be
changed every year, from the date of their nomination; that one should then be
chosen to be called first bailiff; inasmuch as the man who occupies that place, if

only for two successive years, assumes too much glory and authority, believing

himself above everybody, which is often productive of very bad effects. On the

other hand, if each took it in tui'n, things would be in another order and situation, as

those holding office for this one year would endeavour to do their duty as well as

possible. I would call Your Excellency's attention to my statement, that you may
become aware of the troubles of this poor afflicted people, who are very tractable and
whom I have guided for the space of twenty-five to twenty-six years, as captain and
very often as judge. From the injustice daily done to them, they can only be

delivered by Your Excellency's benevolence and paternal charity, employing on this

occasion your authority and equitable justice, to which they are respectfully submis-

sive, as they are to do honour to your orders. I had flattered myself that I would
have had the honour of doing reverence to Your Excellency and of assuring you of

my most profound respect, but was deprived of this great satisfaction by not having
known of your arrival at Maska until long after Your Excellency had left. Awaiting
the honour of your orders, I am, with the most profound respect. My Lord,

Your very humble and very obedient servant,

JOSEPH DEROSIE, Sen.,

Formerly Captain of Militia.

Copy of Blank Warrant.

District of \ By virtue of the order signed by Samuel Mather, Esquire, Justice of

Montreal
J
Peace, dated

I, the undersigned bailiff certify that I expressly went to the

Plaintiff. domicile of the defendant, speaking to him in person, in

order that he might not be ignorant that he was to appear
before the said Mr. Mather on the

Defendant, current on the demand of the plaintiff*.

(Date), 1768.

Signed Latour Bailiff*.



No. 3.—THE EBPOET OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ADMINISTEATION
OF JUSTICE BY VTHE JUSTICES OF PEACE.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 6, page 14'7.)

Present :

His Excellency Guy Carleton, Governor

The Honble. Willliam Hey, C.J. ^
H. T. Cramah^
Thomas Dunn [-Esquires.

Walter Murray
Colin Druramond J

Eead the Eeport of the Committee dated the 29th August and 11th instant,

appointed the 18th of August last to take into consideration the present State of the
Administration of Justice by the Justices of the Peace within this Province.

Approved and ordered to be entered in this Book, and that the Attorney General
be directed to prepare an Ordinance in consequence of the New Eegulations propos-
ed to be made by the said Eeport.

The Eeport, viz

:

Quebec, 29th August and 11th Septembei-, 1769.

"At a Committee appointed to take into consideration the State of the Admini-
stration of Justice under the Justices of Peace in this Province

—

" Present :

" The Honble, William Hey President
" H. T. Cramahd ^
" Thomas Dunn V Esquires,
" Colin Drummond j

''Who agreed upon the following Eeport.

"In obedience to an order of Council bearing date the 18th day of August last.

We have taken into cur consideration the several matters therein referred, in conse-

quence of which we beg leave to represent to your Excellency and the Council, that

the several authorities & powers of the Justices of Peace in matters of property as

contained in the Ordinance of September 1764, appear to us to have been very
injudicious in their Original Institutions, and in the exercise of them, more parti-

cularly within the District of Montreal exceedingly grievous and oppressive to the

subject. It is well known that in England, where the Justices of Peace are for the
most part men of large Fortunes, who have a considerable interest in common with
the people over whom their Authority is exercised, no such power is entrusted to

them either by the commission itself, or any of the various Acts of Parliament which
relate to their office ; and tho' the ill advised construction ofthe great Courts established

here for the determination of property in the year 1764 confined originally in their

Session to two Terms in the year and only now enlarged to three, might have made
it necessary to create smaller juiisdictions in order to conform in some measure to

the ancient practice of the Colony, and to give a freer and quicker circulation to the

course of Justice yet we apjjrehend that even under those circumstances, the Autho-
rity given to the Justices hath been both too largely and too confidently entrusted,

and requires to be retrenched, if not wholly taken away in almost every Instance.

"But that is not all;what is still more unfortunate; we find even those powers
large as they are, to have been in some instances extended, and a jurisdiction usurped
to the great prejudice of the parties whose propert}^ has been the subject of it, with-

out any right (as we conceive) to interpose in such matters, as derived from that

Ordinance, or any other authority that has yet come to our knowledge; for by the

ill penning of that Ordinance, and for want of a Clause which should have expressly



forbid them to intermeddle in those matters, the Justices of Montreal have to our
knowledge in one Instance, and probably in many others which have passed without
notice, assumed to themselves powers of a nature not fit to be exercised by any Sum-
mary Jurisdiction whatsoever in consequence of which Titles to Land have been
determined & possessions disturbed in a way unknown to the Laws of England
and inconsistent with the Solemnity and Deliberation which is due to matters of so
high and important a nature. And we are not without Information that even in

cases where personal property only has been in dispute, one Magistrate in particular

under pretence that it was at the desire & request of both the contending parties,

has by himself exercised a Jurisdiction considerably beyond what the Ordinance
has allowed to three Justices in full Court even at their Quarter Sessions.

" From an Omission of a Similar nature and for want of ascertaining the manner
in which their judgements were to be enforced, we find the Magistrates to have
assumed another very high and dangerous Authority, in the exercise of which the
gaols are constantly filled with numbers of unhappy objects, and whole families

reduced to beggary and ruin. It being a common piactice and the usual method of
their process to take Lands in Execution and order them to be sold for the payment
of ever so small a debt, or in case theie are no Lands to satisfy the debt to commit
the partj'' to prison the sad consequences whereof, and wretched servitude to which
a people are reduced whose persons and property are thus exposed, we believe we
need not enlarge upon this further, than to observe that the rapid sale of Estates
under Judgements out of the Common Pleas or even the Supreme Court itself seems
to be within the same mischief and to require some effectual tho' perhaps a difierent

remedy.

"If anything could yet be wanting to complete the misery of such a People it

would be the consideration that those powers originally calculated for the ease of
the Suitor and to facilitate the course of justice should become the very Instrument
of his oppression and ruin, and instead of affording a cheap and expeditious remedy
for the recovery of small Debts should either direct or connive at such a complicated
and expensive mode of Process, as (if we may collect from one instance where the
Expense of suing for a debt of Eleven Livies amounted to Eighty-four) must
either deter the creditor from pursuing a just tho' small debt, or, ruin himself or his

adversary and pei-haps both in the pursuit of it, which will probably always be the
case where the office of a Justice of Peace is considered as a Lucrative one and must
infallibly be so where it is his principal if not only dependence,

"In Justice however to the Magistrates of this District we ought to Declare that
these observations are not designed to extend to them,

"For those and many other reasons which we are tender of enlarging upon, we
conceive it to be high time to put a stop to this unequal, wasteful, and oppressive
mode of administering Justice. And to substitute some other in its place, more
conformable to the system which formerly prevailed here, and less liable to the
objections which so manifestly accompany this both in its Institution & Practice,
And for that purpose we recommend it to your Excellency in the first place to

appoint another Judge for the Court of Common Pleas at Montreal, and, as a compen-
sation for the Extraordinary duty which will be required, that their salaries may be
made £200 per annum ; and

"2dly, that an Ordinance should be immediately prepared, which, after setting
forth in a Pieunible some or all of tlie Griovuiu-ot, here incntioiieJ, uiivl tho good
Disposition in Government to attend to and redress the Injuries complained of by
the subject as soon as they are made known to them, should abrogate and annuU all

that part of the Ordinance of 17G4, which gives authority to the Justices of Peace
to determine matters of Civil property in any shape or manner whatsoever, and
expressly define their power to be barely such as the Commission itself warrants,
and the Ordinances of this Province (except that of September, 1764) has entrusted
to them,

" It should then, after reciting the reasons, namely, to prevent a failure of Justice
and to supply a Quick and Competent Jurisdiction in matters of small value not at



present cognizable in either of the great Courts, give the Court of Common Pleas a
Jurisdiction, which at present it has not, to hold plea in all matters however trifling

the demand may be, and direct that both Courts should sit in Quebec and Montreal
once in every week (seed and Harvest time and a fortnight at Ea;*ter and Christmas
excepted) thro' out the year. But that for all matters under the sum of Ten pounds,
one Judge only need be present.

"In the latter case their process should be by summons, and in all Executions
where *the debt and costs does not amount to Ten pounds Halifax Currency no Capias
ad satisfaciendum to arrest or detain the body should issue, but a. fieri facias against

the Goods and Chattels only (with an Express exception to Beasts of the Plow),
unless the Party chooses that his Land should be sold, in which case he should sign

upon the back of the Process his consent and request for that purpose. It might
not be amiss too to give the Judges a power to levy the debt where it was under
Ten pounds by instalments, for it often hapf»ens that a Debtor is exceedingly dis-

tressed to pay tho' but a moderate sum, and upon the instant of demand, which yet
by his Industry or by some event near taking place, but which he cannot anticipate,

he might pay with ease to himself at given times. Upon an affidavit of this sort

we think they be allowed to mark upon the writ to he levied by Instalments. 20

Shs on such a day, 20 at such other, and the remainder at such other.

"But these times ought to have some Limitation and perhaps should not exceed
3 months for the last payment.

" If the Judge has reason to suspect that the party secretes his Effects or has dis-

posed of them after the commencement of the suit in order to avoid their being taken
in Execution, he should be at Liberty to issue Process against the Lands immediately,
and for want of them to commit to Prison till the Debt is satisfied. The truth of

which should be examined upon Affidavits. In all other matters, where the debt or
Demand is above the value of 10 pounds, they should proceed as usual, except that

where lands are taken in Execution, they should be made subject to the debt or

demand immediately from the day of the date of the "Writ, and avoid all subsequent
Sales and Mortgages or any other disposition or Incumbrance of them, but not abso-

lutely sold for six months, after several Publications in the Gazette, and notice affixed

at the Church door of the Parish in which the Lands lye and other Neighbouring
Parishes, nor should the sale even then be good till a Eeport was made to one of the

Judges of the Court of the quantity and produce and condition of the Lands with the

amount of the Purchase Money and the sale confirmed by him.
" It is diffic.ult if not impossible exactly to ascertain the Quantum of Expence in

recovering these small Debts, but we recommend it to the Gentlemen who preside

in these Courts to reduce it as much as possible, and we have no doubt but they will

give a proper attention to a matter so interesting to the Honour of the Crown and
the convenience and ease of the Subject.

" The Administration ofJustice in causes ofsmall consequence v/e apprehend will

be tolerably well provided for in the Towns of Quebec and Montreal, upon this

Establishment more especially if there be added (as perhaps may be necessary, at

least convenient) one officer of Justice in each, who might decide in all causes to the

value of Fifty shillings current money, and enforce his decision by distress and sale

of the Defendants goods only,

"These officers to be appointed by your Excellency, by special Commission, inde-

pendant of the General Commission of the Peace (tho' it would be advisable for

them to have both, in the nature of the Intendants sub deliquis they may perhaps
be well appointed b}^ Virtue of the Powers given to Your h^xt^elleney in your Com-
mission, but we rather recommend it to be done by an Ordinance.

" And 3^ou should be impowered to appoint more of these officers in different

parts of the Province as the circumstances and situation of things may require, and
as in your discretion they may appear to bo necessary whose jurisdiction might be

at least equal to what was given to a single Magistrate under the Ordinance^ of

September 1764.



"These are the observations that have occurred to us upon this subject: We
believe the regulations here proposed will be found to be salutary, and meet the

Grievances at present so loudly and so justly complained of, and we accordingly
recommend them to be immediately carried into Execution.

" One observation however has escaped us, which we beg leave to add, with
Eegard to the Assize of Bread which by an Ordinance of this Province bearing date

the 3d of September 1764, is directed to be regulated by 3 Justices of the Peace

;

and tho' this Jurisdiction will still be preserved to the Justices, yet we are appre-

hensive that they will be indisposed to exercise it, if they should resent the Diminu-
tion of their Authority which the Regulations we have proposed are designed to

make. That Authority therefore very usefull and necessary to the publick should

be transferred in case of their neglect to the two Judges of the Common Pleas and
the Justice who has a Commission in small matters in the way that we have
recommended,"

W. HEY, P.
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NOTE B.

CONSTITUTIONAL ACT OF 1791.

No. 1.—EIGHT HON. W. W. GEENVILLE TO LOED DOECHESTEE.

(Canadian Archives, Series §., Vol. 42, p. 92.')

{Private and Secret.)

Whitehall, 20th Oct., 1789.

My Lord,—The public dispatches of this date will inform your Lordship of the
intention of His Majesty's servants with respect to the plan to be proposed in Parlia-
ment for altering the present Constitution of Canada, I feel that it is due to your
Lordship, that I should inform you of the grounds on which this resolution has
been adopted, in a more particular manner than the nature of a public dispatch
appears to admit ; and for that purpose I enclose to your Lordship in confidence, a
paper containing the heads of those suggestions on which the present measures are
founded. I am persuaded that it is a point of true Policy to make these Concessions
at a time when they may be received as matter of favour, and when it is in Our own
power to regulate and direct the manner of applying them, rather than to wait till

they shall be extorted from us by a necessity which shall neither leave us any dis-

cretion in the form, nor any merit in the substance of what We give.

I am ignorant how far your Lordship's opinion coincides with the ideas stated
in the enclosed paper. One point. I observe, and have alluded to in my public letter,

on which you have stated Objections, but I think they are such as apply to the
present state of the Province, rather than to what it would be under a different form
of Government.

With regard to the remainder, it would certainly give me great satisfaction if

I could find the opinions which I entertain confirmed by your Lordship's experience
and knowledge of the Subject.

But, in all events, I have not the smallest doubt of your Lordship's wish to co-

opei-ate in carrying into execution, in the most advantageous manner, that Plan
which Parliament shall ultimately adopt, on a subject which has been so long before

them, and I trust you will see the importance in this point of view, of your delaying
your visit to this Country, till after the new Government shall have been put in

motion.
There is one subject adverted to in the paper which I now enclose, of which no

mention is made either in the Bill now transmitted to your Loi-dship, or in the dis-

patch which accompanies it. What I mean is, the suggestion relative to the ponsi-

bilit}^ of making such reservations of land adjacent to all future Grants, as may
secure to the Crown a certain and improving Eevenue. A measure, which if it had
been adopted when the Old Colonies were first settled, would have retained them to

this hour in obedience and Loyalty. I confess that I am very particularly anxious
to find myself sufficiently informed to be able to recommend to His Majesty, the
adoption of some system of this nature, in His remaining Colonies, and I should
therefore feel myself obliged to your Lordship, if you would consider it with atten-

tion, and state to me your sentiments both as to the general principle and as to the

best mode of carrying it into effect, in the different Provinces under the King's
Government in North America.
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Your Lordship will perceive by the different accounts which you will receive

from Europe, that the state of France is such, as gives Us little to fear from that

quarter in the present moment. The opportunity is therefore most favourable for

the adoption of such measures as may tend to consolidate Our strength, and increase

our resources, so as to enable Ourselves to meet any efforts that the most favourable

event of the present troubles can ever enable her to make.
I am, &c., &c.,

W. W. GEENVILLE.

No. 2.—ME. GEENVILLE TO LOED DOECHESTEE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 42, p. 96.)

Whitehall, 20th Oct., 1789.

My Lord,—It having been determined to bring under the consideration of
Parliament early in the next Session the propriety of making further provision for

the good government of the Province of Quebec, I enclose to your Lordship the

draught of a Bill prepared for this purpose.
His Majesty's Servants are desirous before this Plan shall be proposed to Parlia-

ment, to avail themselves of such observations upon it as your Lorship's experience
and local knowledge may suggest. It is probable that Pai-liament may not meet till

towards the end of January next, and that there will therefore be full time for me to

receive your Lordship's answei- to this dispatch with such remarks as may occur to

you on the proposed Bill, and with such information as may bo necessary to enable

me to supply those particulars of detail which are now left in blank.

Your Loi'dship will observe that the general object of this Plan is to assimilate

the constitution of that Province to that of Great Britain, as nearl}- as the difference

arising from the manners of the People and fi-om the present situation of the

Province will admit.
In doing this a considerable degree of attention is due to the prejudices and

habits of the French Inhabitants who compose so large a proportion of the com-
munity and every degree of caution should be used to continue to them the enjoy-

ment of those civil and religious Eights which were secured to them by Capitulation
of the Province, or have since been granted by the liberal and enlightened spirit of

the British Government.
This consideration has had a great degree of weight in the adoption of the plan

of dividing the Province of Quebec into two Districts, which are to remain as at

present under the administration of a Governor General, but are each to have a
Lieut. Governor and a separate Legislature.

The King's Servants have not overlooked the reasons urged by your Lordship
against such a separation, and they feel that while Canada remained under its

present form of Government great weight would have been due to those suggestions
;

but when the resolution was taken of establishing a Provincial Legislature, to be
constituted in the manner now proposed and to be chosen in part by the People
every considei-ation of policy seemed to lender it desirable that the great prepon-
derance possessed in the Upper Districts by the King's antient Subjects; and in the
lowei- by the French Canadians should have this etfect and operation in separate
Legislatures ; rather than that these two bodies of People should be blended together
in the first formation of the new Constitution, and before sufficient time has been
allowed for the removal of antient prejudices, by the habit of obedience to the same
Government, and by the sense of a Common interest.

With respect to the intended Boundaries of these Provinces a blank is left in the
Bill in order that your Lordship may, with the assistance of the Surveyor General,
who is now in Quebec, consider of such a description of those Boundaries as may be
sufficiently intelligible and certain, so as to leave no room for future difficulties on
that Subject. The division between the two Provinces is meant to be che same as
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is mentioned to Your Lordship in Lord Sydney's letter of 3rd Sept., 1788, with the

alteration suggested by your Lordship in your Letter of the 8th IS'ovember following.

There will however be a considerable difficulty in the mode of describing the

Boundary between the District of Upper Canada and the Territories of the United
States, As the adhering to the Line mentioned in the Treaty with America would
exclude the Posts which are siill in His Majesty's Possession, and which the infraction

of the Treaty on the part of America has induced His Majesty to retain, while on the

other hand the including them by express words within the Limits to be established

for the Province by an Act of the British Parliament would probably excite a con-

siderable degree of resentment among tne Inhabitants of the United States and
might perhaps provoke them to measures detrimental to Our Commercial Interests.

Possibly the best solution for this difficulty might be to describe the Upper District

by some general words such as " All the Territories, &c., &c., &c., possessed by and
subject to His Majesty, and being to the West or South of the Boundary Line of

Lower Canada, except such as are included within the present Boundaries of the

Government of New Brunswick."
In settling this point of the Boundaries it will also be a question, whether the

Fishing Settlement in Gasp^ may not with advantage be annexed to the Government
of New Brunswick rather than to be left as a part of that of Lower Canada under
the system now proposed to be established particularly as the local Cii-cumstances of

that District might render a representation of it in an Assembly at Quebec extremely
difficult if not impracticable.

The Legislature in each of the Two Provinces is intended, as your Lordship
will observe from the draught of the Bill, to consist of His Majesty represented by
His Governor or Lieutenant Governor, a Legislative Council and a House ofAssembly.

It is intended to separate the Legislative from the Executive Council, and to

give to the members of the former a right to hold their Seats during their Life and
good Behaviour, provided they do not reside out of the Province, or attach them-
selves to any Oath of allegiance or Obedience to the United States or to any other

Foreign Power.
It is the King's farther intention to confer upon the Persons whom he shall

distinguish by calling them to His Legislative Council some mark of Honour, such
as a Provincial Baronetage either personal to themselves, or descendible to their

Eldest Sons in lineal Succession.

A great accession of wealth to the Provinces might probably induce His Majesty
at a future period to raise the most considerable of these Persons to a higher degree
of Honour, but this could certainly not be done with propriety under the present

circumstances.

The Object of these regulations is both to give to the Upper branch of the Legis-

latui-e a greater degree of weight and consequence than was possessed by the Councils

in the Old Colonial Governments and to establish in the Provinces a JBody of Men
having that motive of attachment to the existing form of Government which arises

from the j^ossession of personal or hereditary distinction.

It will be very necessary that great attention should be paid to the choice of

those Persons who are to be placed in this situation in the first instance, and of those

whom His Majesty may be advised from time to time to add to that number ; and as

your Lordship's long knowledge of the Province and of the Individuals who compose
the higher classes of the Community, must render your Lordship more particularly

competent to such a selection, I must desire that your Lordship will consider this

point with that degree of attention to which its importance entitles it, and that you
will state to me the names of those Persons whom you may think tit objects of the

King's favour in this respect, in each of the Two Provinces intended to be formed.

In the draft of the Bill which I enclose, a blank is left for that which is to be

fixed as the smallest number of which the Councils are respectively to be composed.
It is certainly desirable that this number should not be made too large in the first

instance, as it would be easy for His Majesty to add to it whenever it may be found
expedient, while on the other hand the calling improper Persons to the Council, in
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order to make up the tiumbcr required by the Bill would under the system now
produced be productive of permanent inconvenience and mischief to His Majesty's
Grovernment.

Of this point also your Lordship must unquestionably be the best Judge, and I

shall be anxious to learn your Sentiments upon it. My present idea, founded, how-
ever, rathei* on conjecture than on any satisfactory information, would be that the
Legislative Council in Upper Canada should not consist of less than six members,
and in Lower Canada of not less than Twelve ; and that the selection of these Persons
should be made with a view to encreasing the number by some addition at no very
distant period, as a mark of His Majesty's favour to those Persons whose Conduct
may be found to entitle them to it.

Your Lordship will also state to me for His Majesty's information the number
and names of those Persons whom you may think proper to j-ecommend to His
Majesty for Seats in the Executive Council.

It is by no means intended that the Members of the Legislative Council should
be excluded from this Body or that it should on the other hand be wholly composed
of Persons of this discription. It may be adviseable that some of the Persons named
to the Executive Council in one of the Districts should also be admitted to the same
distinction in the other.

In providing for the establishment of a House of Assembly in each of the Two
Provinces, the tirst question of detail which occurs is that of the Numbers of which
these Bodies should consist, and of the manner in which they should be elected;

particularly with respect to the division of the Provinces into Counties or Districts

and to the relative proportion of Representation to be allowed to the Towns.
The decision of these points must necessarily depend on local knowledge : They

are therefore left in blank in the Draft of the Bill, and I must desire your Loi'dship's

opinion upon them. I am not suflSciently informed whether the present Division of
the Counties would be well adapted to theobjectinquestion, or whether a Subdivision
into Parishes or Districts would be more desirable.

I enclose for your Lordship's information a Paper delivered to me by Mr. Lym-
burner, containing a Plan of Representation for the Province ; but as far as I am at

all enabled to form an opinion on the subject, that plan appears to me to be liable

to great objection. I also transmit a plan for the same purpose framed by the-

Board ofTrade in 1765.

The next point to be considered is the Qualifications of the Electors and of the

Persons to be elected in each of the Provinces. This is also in great measure a
point of local detail depending on the condition & circumstances of the different

Classes of the Inhabitants of the Provinces, and on which His Majesty's Servants are
therefore desirous of receiving your Loi'dship's Opinion. In the margin of the Bill

which I now transmit, I have marked the suggestions which have been made to me
on this Subject, but I do not feel myself enabled without further information, to

form any satisfactory Opinion upon them.

The remaining clauses of the Bill do not seem to require much particular dis-

cussion in this Letter; Your Lordship will observe by the 27th clause that it is

intended to continue all the existing laws of the Province untill they shall be repealed

or varied by the Legislatures of the respective Provinces. An exception is however
made and there is a Clause left in blank for the insertion of such Commercial Regu-
lations, if any, which it may be thought expedient to introduce as exceptions to the
Canadian Laws respecting Property and Civil Rights, previous to investing the

Assembly in Lower Canada with a right to negative all future changes which may
be proposed.

This is a point which is now under the Consideration of His Majesty's Law
Servants, but as it is probable that I shall receive your Lordship's answer to this

dispatch before it may be necessary to come to a final decision on this Subject, 1 shall

be glad to be furnished with any suggestions which may occur to your Lordship

upon it, as likely to conduce to the advancement and security of the Commercial
Interest of this Kingdom, and that of the Province as connected with it.
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The Clause enabling Persons to commute the holding of their Lands into free

and common Soccage is confoi-mable to what your Lordship has recommended with
respect to the Upper Districts, and it seems a measure of good policy to extend the

same principle to the lower parts of the Province, as far as the prejudices of the

French Inhabitants will allow.

I should wish to know your Lordship's sentiments with respect to the time
which might be most convenient for the commencement of this new system, sup-

posing the Bill to be passed in the next Session of Parliament.

I am, &c.,

W. W. GEEI^YILLE,

(The clauses of the proposed Bill, enclosed in the preceding letter, are given at

No. 6 of this note, and, in parallel columns, the Bill as altered by Lord Dorchester).

No. 3.—PLAN FOE A HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY DRAWN UP BY THE COM-
MITTEE OF QUEBEC AND MONTREAL IN 1784.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 42, p. 12*7.)

We conceive that the House of Assembly ought for the present to consist of a

Number not exceeding 70 Representatives, who ought all to profess the Christian

Religion, and speak and write the English or french languages.

When this plan was made out That to procure that number, the City of Quebec
in fall 1784, the loyalists had not (being the Capital) and Parish, and the City of Montreal
begun their new settlements. ^,-^.11' -^ ,, i'j.-ioiiyr i"^ mi r^ ^
As these new settlements have and Parish, between them, elect 13 Members. The City
been divided and erected into of Three Rivers, 2 Members. And as there are in the

froy^rlJelTiiJicrZa'l Province 120 parishes, that they be divided into Counties

certain number of Representa- and districts according to the number ot Inhabitants in
tives, and that the two districts guch manner as cach County or district may elect two or
of Quebec and Montreal, con- r. Tnpmhprq
taining the old settled part of ^^^^ memDCrs.
the Country be divided into a
certain number of districts (for

the purpose of electing Repre-
sentatives onW) to choose Mem-
bers for the House of Assembly.

That the Legislature have the power, on application to them, to erect such
parishes as may in future be settled into Counties or districts, to elect & send
members to the Assembly, as the province increases in population.

That the qualification necessary to have a Vote at the Election of the repre-

sentatives lor the Cities shall be a House, Shed or lot ofGround of the Value of forty
Pounds Sterling; And for the Counties or districts, a real Estate, Estate of Inheri-

tance or 2\rre en roture, of at least one and a half acres in front by 20 acres in Depth
or other Estate of higher denomination. And of which the Voter shall have the
absolute property; lying within the district or County, or City and parish he votes

for.

That the qualification necessary for a person offering himself to serve as a
representative shall be a real Estate of Inheritance or descent in Lands or Houses of

the Value of thirty Pounds Sterling yearly Rent.
That every person shall prove by Oath (under the pains and penalties of perjury)

his qualification to either Vote or represent, being of the age of twenty one years and
be absolute proprietor of the qualification.

That none but Males shall either Vote or represent.

That the Assembly have free liberty of debate, and the power of ch using a
Speaker.

That all laws relating to taxation or raising monies on the Subject, originate

in the House of Assembly.
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That the Assembly have the sole right to try and decide in all Contested
Elections.

That all affairs be carryed in the Assembly by a Majority of Votes.

That at every meeting of the Assembly, the Speaker and at least one half of the
representatives be necessary to form a house.

That the Governor or Lieutenant Governor for the time being, shall be obliged

to call together the representatives in Assembly, once every year, between the first

of January and the first of May of every year, and at any other time the Urgency of
Affairs may require.

No. 4.—EEPOET FROM THE LORDS COMMTSSIOl^ERS FOR TRADE AND
PLANTATIONS RESPECTING A HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES,
DATED 10th JULY, 1769.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 42, j9. 131.)

"With regard to the House of Representatives which (tho' declared by His
Majesty's Royal Commission and instructions to be a part of the Constitution) has
never yet, for the i-easons already mentioned taken place, it will we presume be
neither practical nor expedient in the present state of that Colony to give it such a

shape & form as shall be considered to be fixed & permanent under all circum-
stances, every establishment of this nature must be considered merely in the light

of experiment, so far at least as depends upon the form in which it shall be first

convened ; open in all cases that regard the Places whidh are to elect Representa-
tives, the number to be elected & the form of their Qualifications & proceedings, to

such alterations as a variation in the state & cii'cumstances of the Colony shall from
time to time requii-e.

For the present, as this Province is already divided into three Districts, & as

we observe that the Courts of Justice & other Civil establishments are formed with
a view of this division of it, we presume your Lordships will be of opinion that the
establishment of a House of Representatives should likewise correspond therewith :

And therefore we beg leave to propose that it should consist of 27 members to bo

elected in raatmer following, that is to say

For the City of Quebec 7

For the District of Quebec 6

For the City of Montreal 4
For the District of Montreal 4
For the Town of Trois Rivieres 3
Foi- the District of Trois Rivieres 3

_27

That the Members chosen for the several Districts shall not be obliged to take
any other oaths than those of Allegiance, Supremacy & Abjuration, but care must
be taken, that the privilege hereby meant to be given to the New Subjects, of being
eligible for the Districts is confined to them only, & to such of them as were actual
inhabitants of Canada, & possessors of Lands and Tenements therein at the time of
the Treaty of Paris.

That the Members elected for the Cities of Quebec & Montreal & Town of Trois
Rivieres, shall, besides the oaths of Allegiance Supremacy & Abjuration, subscribe

the Test against Transubstantiation required by the Act of the 25th of Chas. 2nd
Chapter 2nd.

That the mode & form of convening the first Assembly shall be prescribed by
an Ordinance to be passed for that purpose, in which it shall bo declared, that no
person shall be capable of being chosen a Representative or shall vote in the choice

of a Representative that has not attained the age of 21 years, and is not actually
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& bona fide, a proprietor & occupier of Lands, or a tenement within the province,

but that the qualifications of both Electors & Elected & the forms of proceedings in

respect to elections be more particulai'ly provided for by a Law to be passed in the
first Assembly that shall meet, & that it be recommended that no person be capable
of being elected for a district that is not possessed either in his own right, or in the
right of his wife of a Seigneurie within the Province.

That the Person elected Speaker of the Assembly shall take the Oaths of Alle-

giance, Supremacy & Abjuration & also subscribe the test required hj the Act of

the 25th of Charles 2nd, Chap 2nd.

By the foregoing regulations your Lordship will observe that it is probable
that the House of Eepresentatives will consist nearly of an equal number of Protes-

tant and Roman Catholic Subjects & that, as those to be elected for the Cities of

Quebec & Montreal & for the Town of Trois Rivieres must of necessity be Protes-

tant, so it will be most likely, tho' not of necessity, that those for the Districts will

be persons professing the Roman Catholic Religion ; and we trust that when your
Lordships consider the state of this Colony in respect to the very great superiority

in number & property of the new subjects, you will not think the rule of proportion
between one description & the other to be more favorable to the new subjects than
Justice & Equity require. As to the proper times for the meeting of the Assembly,
the nature & form of the Writ for Election & the various other minute regula-

tions incident to such an institution they are matters whicji must be left to the

discretion of His Majesty's Governor, who will doubtless regulate his conduct herein

by what has been approved & found most beneficial in other Colonies, so far as such
Precedents conform to the peculiar Situation & Circumstances of Quebec.

(No. 15).

No. 5.—LORD DORCHESTER TO MR. GRENVILLE,

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 44-1, p. 20.)

Quebec, 8th February, 1790.

Sir,—I received the triplicate of your dispatch No. 2 on the 20th of last month'
and avail myself of the first opportunity to submit to His Maje^y's Ministers such
observations on the proposed Bill as occur to me in the moment.

The enclosed Draught comprehends the corresponding alterations, Engrafted
upon the Bill, transmitted in your letter.

The attainment of a free course of Justice throughout every part of His Majesty's
possessions in the way least likely to give umbrage to the United States appears to

me very desii-able. For this reason the boundaries of the two proposed Provinces
are described by a precise Partition line only of the Country of Canada, with the
addition of such general words, as I hope might include the Territories subject to,

or possessed by. His Majesty to the Southward of the forty fifth degree of North
Latitude on the side of Lake Champlain, as well as on the side of Oswego, Niagara,
Detroit, Michilimakinak, corresponding as nearly as could be, with the idea
expressed in your letter. But upon consulting the Chief Justice relative to the
operation of this description of the Boundary, I find that he does not think it will

answer the desired end.

The District of Gaspd it seems best for the present to leave annexed to the
Province of Lower Canada, on account of its commercial connection with this Pro-
vince, and because notwithstanding its distance, the communication of it with Quebec
by water, is easier than its access to the seat of the Government of New Brunswick,
in tho present condition of that Province; the more so, as the difficulty of a repre-

sentation from that District, in an Assembly at Quebec is greatly diminished, by the
opening left in the Bill for nonresidents of any district being elected Representatives
thereof.

'
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But the Bay of Chaleurs being subject to different Govei-nments, particularly
during the present uninhabited state of that part of ^N^ew Brunswick, gives an oppor-
tunity to ill disposed persons to elude the controul of the law to the detriment of
the Fisheries, and good order ; a clause (B) to remedy this evil is therefore inclosed,

which, if approved of, may be introduced into the Bill as an addition to the second
clause.

Many advantages might result from an hereditary Legislative Council, distin-

guished by some mark of honour, did the condition of the country concur in sup-
porting this dignity, but the fluctuating state of Property in these Provinces, would,
expose all hereditary honours to fall into disregard; for the present therefore it

would seem more advisable to appoint the members during life, good behaviour and
residence in the province. The number for Upper Canada to be not less than seven
and for Lower Canada not less than fifteen, to be encreased by His Majesty as the
wealth and population of the Country may require. To give them as much conse-

quence as possible, in the present condition of the Province, they should be selected

from among the men of property, where talents, integrity and a firm attachment to

the Unity of the Empire may be found. I shall take the first opportunity of com-
municating the names of such persons as appear to me the fittest objects of this

description.

The House of Assembly for Upper Canada might consist of not less than sixteen,

and that for Lower Canada of not less than thirty members, or nearly double in
number to the Legislative Councils, to be augmented also in proportion to the Popu-
lation of the Country.

As far as I can judge at present it might be advisable to give the Towns of Que-
bec and Montreal in Lower Canada, a representation of four members each, and two
to the Town of Three Eivers, dividing the Country Parishes thereof into twenty Cir-

cles, to send one member each. In tJpper Canada, the four districts of Luneburg,
Mecklenburg, iSTassuu and Hesse, to furnish four members each, and hereafter to be
subdivided into as many Circles and Towns, as their condition may require.

But the present time is too short to enter into a more minute detail for which
reason it is proposed to fix only the smallest number of members in the Bill, and to
leave the actual subdivision and apportionment, necessary for an equal representation,
to be ascertained by the Lieutenant Governors, with the advice of the Executive
Councils, of the respective Provinces, under authority for that purpose from His
Majest}^.

The qualifications of Electors, and persons to be elected, as to birth has been
extended to inhabitants of the Provinces before and since the Conquest, because they
may be considered upon an equal footing with the natives and to foreigners naturalized,
because an accession to the Province of light and property from abroad is desirable
and not likely to injure the King's interest under the guards proposed.

The disqualifications of Persons, attainted for Treason, and Felony, Deserters
from the Militia when called out into service, and Bankrupts, until the full payment
of their debts, have been added to the fourteenth clause, as a check to these evils and
from a persuasion, that persons of that description are not entitled to any political

honoui's or consequence. /

On the expediency of inserting any Commercial regulations, as exceptions to the
Laws of Canada, previous to investing the Assembly in Lower Canada with a right
to negative all future changes, I regret that the complicated and professional nature
of the subject, prevents my forming any other than a general opinion, that whatever
regulations of this sort shall be thonght proper to be adopted, should be enacted
specially, unfolded to the people, and not introduced in bulk, and by general
description.

The introduction of a Soccage Tenure I think necessary in the Upper Country
and advisable in every part of the province, and this free of Quit rents from all

holding no more than one thousand acres, as recommended in my letter to Lord
Sydney, No. 18. And the Quit rent, which it may be judged proper to lay on large
Tracts, should be given up to the Proviucial Governments for their support, that all

6a—BB
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«eed8 of discord between Great Britain and her Colonies may be prevented. And
independent of this important consideration perhaps the true principle ofO^conomy
is rather to obviate the necessity of sending money abroad, than to bring home any
from Quit rents or Duties of any kind,

I take for granted, that the benefits, arising to the subject, from a change of the

tenure in Fief to that in Common Soccage, are meant to run throughout, as from the

King to his Tenant, so from the latter to all his undertenants, at the time of change,

otherwise the advantages will be confined to a few, and an interest created unfriendly

to the improvement of the country. Some alterations have been made in the clause

relative to this point, with a view of clearing doubt upon the subject.

The commencement of the operation of the Act, as to every part excepting only
the issuing the writs of Election, and calling together the Houses of Assembly of the

i>espective Provinces, has been fixed at such time, as may be declared by His
Majesty, with the advice of His Privy Council, not later than Six months after the

notification of the Act in this Country, which I think will allow time sufficient for

all necessary arrangements as to these points.

But for the convocation of the Assemblies a more distant period appears to be

necessary, for the reasons above stated.

As soon as the proper plans for their organization shall have been prepared,

His Majesty may order the Assemblies to be convened, as soon as convenient, previous

to the first of January, 1792, as suggested in the thirty-first clause of the Bill, to which is

likewise added a proposal for the temporary Government of the two Provinces in

the interval by the Lieutenant Governors, and Legislative Councils thereof, accord-

ing to the model of the Quebec Bill.

Should this be approved, the Eoyal indulgence of returning to England for a few
months on my private aff'airs, would give me an opportunity to lay before His
Majesty's Ministers all further explanations in my power on this subject.

Before I conclude, I have to submit to the wisdom of His Majesty's Councils,

whether it may not be advisable to establish a General Government, for His Majesty's

Dominions upon this Continent, as well as a Governor General, whereby the united

exertions of His Majesty's North American Provinces may more efl'ectually be
directed to the general interest, and to the preservation of the Unity of the Empire.

I enclose a copy of a letter from the Chief Justice (C), with some additional

clauses upon this subject (D), prepared by him at my request, together with his

draught of another proposed addition to the Bill (E), to provide for the trial of

foreign treason and murder, as also a copy of his letter (F) respecting the operation

of the Boundary, as described in the Bill, with his idea (G) of the addition necessary

to give free scope to our Courts of Justice. The clause above referred to under the

letter B was also prepared by him at my request,

I am with much respect and esteem.
Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,

DOECHESTEE.
The Eight Honble

Wm. W. Grenville.

No. 6.—THE PEOPOSED ACT FOE THE DIVISION OF THE PEOYINCE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 42, p. 105, and Q. 44-1, p. 30.)

Original draught of the Bill.

1. May it therefore please Your Most
Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted

& be it enacted by the King's Most Excel-

lent Majesty by, & with the advice and
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-

The Bill as altered by Lord Dorchester.

1, No change made in this clause, but
the following memorandum is in the
margin of the Bill as returned : Mem.
The limits between New Yoj-k and the

Province of Quebec, were adjusted by
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poral & Commons in this present Parliar

ment assembled and by the authority of

the same : That so much of the said Act
as in any manner relates to the establish

ment of the Boundaries of the Province
of Quebec, or to the Appointment of a
Council for the affairs of the said Pro-

vince, or to the Power given by the said

Act to the said Council, or to the major
part of them to make Ordinances for the

peace, welfare & good Government of the

said Province, with the consent of His
Majesty's Governor, Lt. Governor, or

Commander in Chief for the time being,

shall be & the same is hereby repealed.

2. And be it enacted by the authority

aforesaid. That the several Territories,

Lands and Countries which are now sub-

ject to and possessed by His Majesty in

North America, and which aie comprized
within the limits of the said Province of

Quebec, as formerly established by the

said Act, shall be & the same are

hereby divided into two Provinces, which
Provinces shall be called. The Province
of Upper Canada, and the Province of

Lower Canada : And be it enacted that

the Boundaries of the Province of Upper
Canada shall be as follows, that is to say

:

the Crown in Privy Council in 1766, and
communications made to the Governors
through the Board of Trade.

And be it enacted, that the Boundaries
of the Province of Lower Canada shall be

as follows, that is to say :

6a—BB^

2. And be it also enacted bj" the au-

thority aforesaid, that the Country of

Canada shall be and the same is hereby
divided into two Provinces to be called

the Province of Upper Canada and the
Province of Lower Canada, which Pro-
vinces shall be separated by a partition

line of various courses running due
South from a Stone boundary fixed on
the North bank of the Lake Saint Francis
in a cove of the River of Saint Lawrence,
West of Point au Boudet in the limit

between the Township of Lancaster and
the Seigniory of new Longueuil to the
Southernmost extent of His Majesty's

Dominions and running in a Northerly
direction from the aforesaid stone boun-
dary along the western or inland bounds
of the said Seigniory of New Longueuil
and of the Seigniory of Vaudreuil, ac-

cording to their various courses until it

strikes the Ottawas River, thence in a

direct line to the nearest point in the

centre of the navigable channel of the
said river, thence ascending the middle
of the navigable Channel of the said

river to the Lake Temiscaming, thence
through the middle of the said Lake to

the most Northerly extremity thereof,

and thence running due North to the

boundary of the Territory granted to the

Merchants Adventurers of England trad-

ing to Hudson's Bay. The Province of
Upper Canada to comprehend all the

Territories, Lands and Countries which
are now subject to or possessed by His
Majesty to the Westward and Southward
of the said Partition Line, and the Prov-
vince of Lower Canada to comprehend
all the Territories, Lands and Countries,

which are now subject to or posses.sed by
His Majesty to the Eastward of the said
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3, And be it further enacted by the
Authority aforesaid, That there shall be
within each of the said Provinces res-

pectively, a Legislative Council, & a House
of Assembly, to be severally composed &
constituted in the manner herein after

described; And that in each of the said

Provinces respectively, His Majesty, His
Heirs and successors, shall have power by
and with the consent and advice of the
Legislative Council and House of Assem-
bly of such Provinces respectively, to

make Laws for the Peace, Welfare & Good
Government thereof;

And that such Laws being passed by
the Legislative Council & House of As-
sembly of either of the said Provinces
respectively & being assented to by His
Majesty,His Heirs or Successors, or being
assented to in His Majesty's name by
such person as His Majesty shall from
time to time appoint to be His Gov^ or
Lt. Gov. of such Province ; or as His
Majesty shall from time to time appoint
to administer His Government within
the same, in the absence of such Governor
or Lt. Gov. shall be valid and binding on
the Inhabitants of the Province in which
the same shall have been so passed.

4. And be it further Enacted, by the
Authoi'ity aforesaid, That, for the purpose
of constituting such Legislative Council
as aforesaid, in each of the said Provinces
respectively, it shall and may be lawful
for His Majesty, His Heirs •& Successors,

by and with the advice of His Privy
Council, to authorise & direct His Gov.
or Lt. Gov. or person administering His
Government in each of the said Provinces
respectively, within (3) months after the
commencement of this Act, in His Majes-
ty's name, & by an Instrument under the

Great Seal of the Province to summon

pai"tition Line, and to the Southward of
the Southern boundary of the said Ter-
ritories granted to the Merchants Adven-
turers of England trading to Hudson's
Bay being no part of the Government of
Newfoundland or any other of His
Majesty's Provinces in North America,
at the time of passing this Act. (A note
in the margin says :

" This clause is en-

tirely new. See also the clause B, which
is proposed by the Chief Justice to be
inserted at the end of this clause").

3. And be it further enacted by the
Authority aforesaid that there shall be,

within each of the said Provinces res-

pectively, a Legislative Council and a
house of Assembly to be severally com-
posed and constituted in the manner here-

inafter described. And that in each of the
said Provinces, respectively, His Majesty,
His Heirs or Successors shall have power,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council and House of As-
sembly of such Provinces respectively,

to make laws for the Peace, Welfare and
Good Government thereof, And that such
laws being passed by the Legislative
Council and House of Assembly of either

of the said Provinces respectively and
being assented to by His Majesty, His
Heirs or Successors, or being assented to

in His Majesty's name, by such person as

His Majesty shall from time to time ap-

point to be His Governor or Lieutenant
Governor of such Province, or as His
Majesty shall from time to time appoint
to administer His Government within the

same in the absence of such Governor or
Lieutenant Governor shall be valid and
binding on the Inhabitants of the Pro-
vince in which the same shall have been
so passed.

4. And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid that for the purpose
of constituting such Legislative Council,

as aforesaid, in each of the said Provinces
respectively it shall and may be lawful

for His Majesty, His Heirs or Successors,

by and with the advice of the Privy
Council, to authorize and direct His Gov-
ernor, or Lieutenant Governor or Person
administering His Government in each of

the said Provinces respectively, within

the time hereinafter mentioned, in His
Majesty's name and by an Instrument
under the Great Seal of the Province to
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to the said Legislative Council to be es-

tablished in each of the said Provinces
respectively, a sufficient number of dis-

creet & proper persons, being not fewer
than (6) to the Legislative Council for

the Province of Upper Canada, & not

fewer than (12) to the Legislative Coun-
cil, for the Province of Lower Canada.
And that the persons so summoned

shall thereby become members of the

Legislative Councils to which they shall

respectively have been so summoned, and
shall constitute & compose the same res-

pectively
;

And That it shall also be lawful for His
Majesty, His Heirs & Successors, from
time to time by aud with the advice of
the Privy Council, to authorise & direct

His Governor, or Lt. Gov., or person ad-

ministering His Government in each of
the said Provinces respectively, to sum-
mon to the said Legislative Councils of
the said Provinces respectively in like

manner, such other person or persons, as

His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors
shall think fit.

And that every person who shall be so

summoned to the Legislative Council of

either of the said Provinces respectively,

shall thereb}^ become a member of such
Legislat've Council to which he shall

have been so summoned.

5. Provided always & be it enacted by
the Authority aforesaid. That no person
shall be summoned to the said Legisla-

tive Council, in either of the said Pi-o-

vinces, who shall not be of the full age of

twenty-one years, & who shall not be a
natural born subject of His Majesty, or

an Inhabitant ofone of the said Provinces,

having been born within one of the said

Provinces, previous to the Conquest there-

of by His Majesty's arms.

6, And be it further Enacted, That
every Member of each of the said Legis-

lative Councils shall hold his seat therein

for the Term of his Life, but subject

nevertheless to the Pi-ovisions herein-

after contained for vacating the same, in

certain cases hereinafter specified.

summon to the said Legislative Council to

be Established in each of the said Pro-
vinces respectively, a sufficient number
of discreet and proper persons, being not
fewer than (7) to the Legislative Council
for the Province of Upper Canada, and
not fewer than (15) to the Legislative
Council for the Province of Lower
Canada.
And that the persons so summoned

shall thereby (Marginal note : by virtue

ofsuch summons) become members ofthe
Legislative Council, to which they shall

respectively have been so summoned,
and shall constitute and compose the

same respectively. And that it shall

also be lawful for His Majesty, His Heirs
or Successors from time to time, by and
with the advice of the Privy Council, to

authorise and direct His Governor or
Lieutenant Governor or Person adminis-
tering His Government in each of the
said Provinces respectively to summon
to the said Legislative Councils of the
said Provinces respectively in like man-
ner, such other Person or Pei-sons, as

His Majesty, His Heirs or Successors
shall think fit.

And that every Person who shall be so

summoned to the Legislative Council of
either of the said Provinces respectively

shall thereby become a member of such
Legislative Council to which he shall

have been so summoned. And the major
part of them duly assembled shall con-

stitute a Legislative House or Council.

5. Provided always and be it enacted
by the Authority aforesaid, that no per-

son shall be summoned to the said Legis-

lative Council, in either of the said Pro-
vinces who shall not be of the full age of

twenty-one years, and who shall not be a
natural born subject of His Majesty, or

shall not have been an Inhabitant of one
of the said Provinces before and since the

thirteenth day of September, one thous-

and, seven hundred and fifty-nine, or else

being of foreign birth, shall not have been
naturalized by Act of Parliament or a

law of the Province.

6. And be it further Enacted, That
every Member of each of the said Legis-

lative Councils shall hold his seat therein

for the term of his life, but subject

nevertheless to the Provisions hereinafter

contained for vacating the same, in the

cases hereinafter specified.
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t. Provided always and be it Enacted
by the Authority aforesaid, that if any
Member of either of the said Legislative

Councils shall leave the Province for

which he was appointed a Councillor

and shall reside out of the same for the

space of one year continually without
the permission of the Governor or Lt.

Governor of the Province, or of the

person administering His Majesty's

Government there, such permission to

be signified to such Legislative Council

by such Gov. or Lt. Governor or Person
administering His Majesty's Govern-
ment : Or if he should reside out of such
Province for the space of two Years con-

tinually without the permission of His
Majesty, His Heirs or Successors signi-

fied to such Legislative Council, by the

Governor or Lt. Governor, of the Pj'o-

vince, or Person administering His Ma-
jesty's Government there: Or if any such
Member shall take any Oath of Allegiance

or Obedience to any foreign Prince or

State, his Seat in such Council shall there-

by become vacant.

8. Provided also and bo it Enacted by
the Authority aforesaid, That ifany Mem-
ber of either of the said Legislative Coun-
cils shall be attainted fer Treason or

Felony, his Seat in such Council shall

thereby become vacant.

9. And be it further Enacted, That
the Governor, or Lt. Gov. of the said

Provinces respectively, or the Person or

Persons administering His Majesty's Gov-
ernment therein respectively, shall have
power & authority from time to time, by
an Instrument under the Great Seal of

the Province, to constitute, appoint and
remove the Speakers of the Legislative

Councils of such Provinces respectively.

10. And be it further Enacted by the
Authority aforesaid. That for the purpose
of constituting such Assembly as afore-

said, in each of the said Provinces re-

spectively.

It shall and may be lawful for His
Majesty, His Heirs & Successors to autho-

rize & direct His Governor, or Lt. Gov.
or person administering His Government
in each ofthe said Provinces respectively,

within (3) months after the commence-

7. Provided always and be it enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Member of either of the said Legislative
Councils shall leave the Province for

which he was appointed a Councillor and
shall reside out of the same for the space
of one year continually, without the per-

mission of the Governor or Lieutenant
Governor, of the Province or of the
Person administering His Majesty's Gov-
ernment there, such permission to be
signified to such Legislative Council, by
such Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or
Person administering His Majesty's Gov-
ernment or if he (iVbfe ; Any such Mem-
ber) shall reside out of such Province,
for the space of two years continually

without the permission of His Majesty,

His Heirs or Successors, signified to such
Legislative Council b}^ the Governor, or
Lieutenant Governor of the Province or

Person administei'ing His Majesty's Gov-
ernment there : Or if any such Member
shall take any Oath of Allegiance or

obedience to any foreign Prince or Power,
his seat in such Council shall thereby
become vacant.

8. Provided also and be it Enacted by
the Authority aforesaid, thatif any mem-
ber of either of the said Legislative Coun-
cils shall be attainted for Treason, or

Felony, his seat in such Council shall

thereby become vacant.

9. And be it further Enacted that the
Governor or Lieutenant Governor of the

said Provinces respectively, or the Per-
son administ'^ring His Majesty's Govern-
ment therein respectively, shall have
power and authority from time to time,

by an instrument under the Great Seal of

the said Province respectively, to con-

stitute, appoint and remove the Speakers
of the Legistative Councils of such Pro-
vinces respectively.

10. And be it further enacted by the

authority aforesaid, that for the purpose
of constituting such Assembly as afore-

said in each of the said Provinces respec-

tively, it shall and may be lawful for His
Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, to

authorize and direct His Governor or
Lieutenant Governor or Person adminis-
tering His Government in each of the

said Provinces respectively within the
time hereinafter mentioned in His Ma-
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ment of this Act, in His Majesty's name
& by an instrument under the Great Seal

of such Province respectively, to sum-
mon & call together an Assembly in &
for such Province.

11. And be i t further Enacted by the Au-
thority aforesaid. That, for the purpose of

electing the members of such Assemblies,
respectively, it shall and may be lawful

for His Majesty to authorize His Gover-
nor or Lt. Gov. of each of the said Pro-
vinces or the person or persons adminis-

tring the Government therein respec-

tively, to issue a Proclamation dividing
such Province into Districts, or Counties,

& appointing the limits thereof, so that
the said Province of Upper Canada shall

be divided into districts, and
the said Province of Lower Canada into

districts.

And, That it shall also be lawful for

His Majesty to authorize such Governor
or Lt. Gov. or person as aforesaid, to

n6minate and appoint proper persons to

execute the office of Sheriff, in each of

the said Districts or Counties respec-

tively.

12. Provided always, that no person
shall be obliged to execute the said Office

of Sheriff for any longer term than one
year, or oftener than once, unless it shall

be otherwise provided by the Legislatui-e

of the Province.

13. And be it further Enacted, That
Writs for the Election of Members to

serve in the said Assemblies respectively,

shall be issued by the Governor, or Lt.-

Governor, or person or persons adminis-
tring His Majesty's Government within
the said Provinces respectively, within

(14) days after the sealing of such instru-

ment as aforesaid, & shall be directed to

the respective Sheriffs of the said Dis-

tricts or Counties, and that the form of

such Writs shall be as nearly as may be,

conformable to that of the Writs issued

in Great Britain for the election of mem-
bers to serve in Parliament ; And that such
Sheriffs shall, & they are hereby author-

ized, & required duly to execute such
Writs and all other Writs which shall

i&sue in pursuance of this Act, & shall be

jesty's name and by an Instrument
under the Great Seal of such Province
respectivelj'', to call together an Assem-
bly in and for such Province.

11. And be it further Enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that for the purpose
of electing the Members of such Assem-
blies respectively it shall and may be
lawful for His Majesty, His Heirs or Suc-
cessors to authorize His Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor of each of the said

Provinces, or the Persons administering
His Goverament therein respectively, to

issue a Proclamation dividing such Pro-
vince into districts, Counties or cii-cles

and Towns, and appointing the limits

thereof and fixing and declaring the

number of Eepresentatives to be chosen
by each. And that it shall also be law-

ful for His Majesty to authorize such
Governor or Person as aforesaid to nomi-
nate and appoint proper Persons under
the name of Sheriffs and Bailiffs or any
other name to execute the office of Re-
turning Officer in each of the said Dis-

tricts, Counties or Circles and Towns
respectively.

12. Provided always and be it enacted

by the authority aforesaid that the whole
number of Members to be chosen in the

Province of Upper Canada shall not be

less than sixteen and that the whole
number of members to be chosen in the

Province of Lower Canada shall not be

less than thirty. ^

13. And be it further enacted that

writs for the Election of members to

serve in the said Assemblies respectively

shall be issued by the Governor or Lieu-

tenant Governor or Person administer-

ing His Majesty's Government within the

said Provinces respectively within (14)
days after the sealing of such instrument
as aforesaid, and shall be directed to the

respective returning officers of the said

Districts Counties, or Circles and Towns

;

And that the Form of such writs shall

be, as nearly as may be, conformable to

that of the Writs issued in Great Britain,

for the Election of members to serve in

Parliament; And that such returning

officers shall, and they are hereby au-

thorized and required, duly to execute

such writs, which shall issue in pursu-



24

directed to them ; And That writs shall

in like manner, & form be issued for the

election of members in the case of any
vacancy which shall happen by the death
of the person chosen, or by his being
summoned to the Legislative Council of

either Province ; in which case it is here-

by enacted, That the person so summoned
shall no longer continue a Member of the

said Houses of Assembly, or either of

them ; And be it also enacted, That in the
case of any vacancy, by the death of the
person chosen, or by reason of his being
so summoned as aforesaid, the "Writ for

the Election ofa new member in the room
of the person, so dead, or so summoned,
shall be issued within days after

his death, or the date of such summons.

14. And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid That the whole num-
ber of members to be chosen in the
Province of Upper Canada, shall be

that is to say members for each of
the said Districts or Counties &
members for the Towns of

15. And be it furthern Eacted, by the
authority aforesaid, That the whole
number of members to be chosen in the
Province of Lower Canada shall be

that is to say
tnembers for each of the said districts

or counties, & members for

the Towns of

ance of this Act, and shall be directed to

them. And that writs shall in like man-
ner and form be issued for the Election

of members in the case of any Vacancy
which shall happen by the Death of the
person chosen or by his being summoned
to the Legislative Council of either Pro-
vince, in which case it is hereby enacted
that the person so summoned shall no
longer continue a member of the said

houses of Assembly or either of them.
And be it also enacted, that in the case

of any vacancy by the death of the per-

son chosen, or by reason of his being so

summoned as aforesaid, the writ for the
election of a new member in the room of

the person so dead, or so summoned, shall

be issued within six days after the same
shall be made known to the proper office

for issuing siich writs of Election.

14. And be it further enacted that no
person shall be capable of voting at any
Election of a member to serve in such
Assembly in either of the said Provinces,
or of being elected at any Election who
shall not be of the full age of twenty-one
years, and who shall not be a natural

born subject of His Majesty, or have
been an Inhabitant of one of the said

Provinces, before and since, the thir-

teenth day of September one thousand
seven hundred and fifty-nine, or else

being of foreign birth shall not have
been naturalized by Act of Parliament,
or a law of the Province.
And be it also Enacted by the same

authority, that no person shall be capable
of voting at any Election of a member to

serve in such Assembly in either of the
said Provinces, or of being Elected at any
Election who shall from and after the
commencement of this Act, be attainted
for Treason or Felony or who shall desert
from the Militia of either of the said

Provinces when called out into Service,

or who having become Bankrupt after

the time aforementioned shall not there-

after have made full and entire payment
of his Debts.

15. And be it further enacted that

the members for the sevei-al districts,

counties or circles of the said Provinces re-

spectively shall be chosen by the majority
of votes of such persons qualified to vote
as aforesaid, as shall severally be poss-

essed of Lands or Tenements with'n such
District, County or Circle, being held in
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16. And be it further enacted, That no
person shall be capable of voting at any
Election of a Member to serve in such
Assembly, in either of the said Provinces,
or of being elected at any such Election;
unless he shall then be of the full age of
twenty-one; and unless he shall be a
natural born subject of His Majesty, or
an Inhabitant of one of the said Provinces,
born within one of the said Provinces,
previous to the conquest thereof by His
Majesty's arms.

It. And be it farther enacted, That the
members for the several Districts or
Counties of Upper Canada shall be chosen
by,the Majority of Votes of such persons
qualified to vote as aforesaid, as shall

severally be possessed of

for their own use & benefit, & over& above
all Rents & charges payable out ofor in res-

Freehold or in Fief, or in Eoture or by
certificate derived under the authority
of the Governor and Council of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, of the yearly value of

Five pounds sterling, for their own use
and benefit and over and above all rents

and charges, payable out of, or in respect
ofthe same, within each of said Provinces
separately.

And that the members for the several

Towns within the said Provinces respect-

ively shall be chosen by the majority of

votes of such person qualified to vote as

aforesaid, as shall severally be possessed

of a Dwelling house and Lot of Ground
in such Town, or in the Township or
Parish thereof held in like manner as

aforesaid or as having been resident within
such town, or in the Township or Parish
thereof, for the space of twelve months
next before the date of the writ of sum-
mons for the Election, shall be possessed

of the value of one hundred Pounds ster-

ling in personal property within the same.

16. And be it further enacted by the

authority afoi-esaid, that every Voter, be-

fore he is admitted to give his vote at any
such election, shall, if required by any of

the candidates or by the returning ofiicer,

take the following Oath, which shall be

administered in the English or French
Language as the case may require :

I, A. B. do declare and testify in the

presence of Almighty God, that I am to

the best of my knowledge and belief, of

the full age of Twenty-one years (and a
natural born subject of His Majesty King
George) or and that I have been an In-

habitant of one of His Majesty's Pro-

vinces of Upper or Lower Canada, before

andsince the thirteenth day ofSeptember,
one thousand seven hundred and fifty-

nine, or, and that I have been naturalized

by Act of Parliament or a law of the

Province, and that I have not been polled

before at this Election.

17. And be it further enacted by the

authority aforesaid that it shall and may
be lawful for His Majesty, His Heirs or

Successors to authorize His Governor or

Lieutenant Governor, of each of the said

Pi'ovinces respectively to fix the time

and place of holding such Elections, and
to nominate proper persons to preside at

the Elections for the Towns, and to make
returns of the same, subject neverthe-

less to such Provisions, as may hereafter
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pect of the same, within the said Province

;

And That the members for the several

Towns, within the said Province, shall be

chosen by the Majority of Votes of such
persons qualified to vote as aforesaid, as

shall severally be possessed of any House
within the said Towns, or as, having been
resident within the same, for the s|)ace

of months, previous to the Election

shall severally be possessed of

in personal property within the same.
18. And be it further Enacted by the

Authority aforesaid, That the members
for the several Districts or Counties of

Lower Canada, shall be chosen by the

Majority of Votes of such persons qualified

to vote as aforesaid, as shall severally be

possessed of

for their own use, & benefit, & over &
above all Eents & Charges, payable out

of or in respect of the same, within the

said Province

;

And that the members for the several

Towns within the said Province shall be

chosen by the Majority of Votes of such
persons as shall severally be possessed of

any house within the said Towns, or as

having been resident within the same, for

the space of months previous
to the Election ; shall severally be pos-

sessed of

in personal property within the same.
19. And be it further Enacted, by the

Authority aforesaid. That every Voter be-

fore he is admitted to give his Vote at

any such Election, shall, if required by
any of the Candidates, or by the Return-
ing Officer, take the following Oath,
which shall be administred in the Eng-
lish or French Language, as the case may
require.

I A B. do declare & testify in the
presence of Almighty God, that I am, to

the best of my knowledge & belief, of the
full age of twenty-one years (& a natural
born subject of His Majesty King George)
or, (& that I was born within His
Majesty's Provinces of Upper or Lower
Canada, previous to the conquest thereof,

by His Majesty's arms.) And that I have
not been polled before at this Election.

20. And be it further Enacted, by the
Authority aforesaid. That it shall and may

be made in these respects by the Legis-
lature of the Province.

18. And be it further enacted by the
authority' aforesaid that it shall and may
be lawful for His Majesty, His Heirs or
Successors to authorize His Governor, or
Lieutenant Governor of each of the said

Provinces respectively, or the person
administering His Government therein
respectively to fix the places and times,

of holding the first and every other
Session of the Legislative Council and
Assembly of each of the said Provinces
and to prorogue the same from time to
time, and to dissolve the same by Procla-
mation or Proclamations or otherwise
whenever he shall judge it necessary.

19. Provided always and be it enacted
by the authority aforesaid that the said

Legislative Council, and Assembly in

each of the said Provinces, shall be called

together once at the least in every twelve
Calendar Months.
And that every Assembly shall con-

tinue for (7) years from the day of the
Return of the Writs for chusing the
same, and no longer, subject nevertheless,

to be sooner dissolved by the Governor,
or Lieutenant Governor of the Province,
or Person administering His Majesty's

Government there. *

20. And be it further enacted by the

authority afoi'esaid, that all questions
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be lawful for His Majesty, His Heirs and
Successors, to authorize His (lovernor or
Lt. Governor of each ofthe said Provinces
respectively, to fix the time and place of
holding such Elections, to nominate
proper persons to preside at the Elections

for the Towns & to make returns of the
same, subject nevertheless to such pro-

visions as may hereafter be made in these
respects by theLegislature oftheProvince.

21. And be it further Enacted, by the
Authority aforesaid, That it shall & may
be lawful for His Majesty, His Heirs &
Successors, to authorize His Governor, or
Lt. Governor, of each of the said Pro-
vinces respectively, or the person or per-
sons administering His Government

;

therein respectively to fix the places &
times of holding the first, & every
other Session of the Legislative Council
and Assembly, of each of the said Pro-
vinces respectively & to prorogue the
same respectively from time to time, &
to dissolve the same respectively by
Proclamation or Proclamations, or other-
wise whenever he shall judge it necessary.

22. Provided always, & be it Enacted by
the Authority aforesaid. That the said
Legislative Council & Assembly in each
of the said Provinces, shall be called

which shall arise in the said Legislative
Councils or Assemblies, respectively shall
be decided by the majority of Voices.
And that m cases where the Voices shall

be equal, the Speaker of such Council, or
Assembly, as the case shall be, shall have
a casting voice.

And that one-half of the whole number
ofthe members of each Assembly respect-
ively duly assembled, and attending shall

constitute a House of Assembly.

21. Provided always, and be it enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that no mem-
ber, either of the Legislative Council, or
Assembly, in either of the said Provinces,
shall be permitted to sit, or to vote, there-
in, untill he shall have taken and subscri-

bed the following Oath, either before the
Governor or Lieutenant Governor, ofsuch
Province, or person administering His
Majesty's Government there, or before
some Person, or Persons authorized by
the said Governor, or Lieutenant Govern-
or or other Person, as aforesaid to ad-
minister the same.
And that the same shall be adminis-

tered in the English or French Language,
as the case shall require.

I, A. B. do sincerely promise and
swear, that I will be faithful and bear
true allegiance to His Majesty, King
George, as Lawful Sovereign of the King-
dom of Great Britain and of these Pro-
vinces thereunto belonging, and that I
will defend him to the utmost of my
power against all traitorous conspiracies,
and attempts whatever, which shall be
made against His Person, Crown and Dig-
nity, and that I will do my utmost en-
deavour to disclose and make known to
His Majesty, His Heirs, or Successors, all

treasons and traitorous conspii-acies, and
attempts, which I shall know to be
against him, or any of them ; And all

this I do swear without any equivoca-
tion, mental evasion, or secret reserva-
tion, and renouncing all pardons and dis-

pensations from any Person or Power,
whatever, to the contrary.

So help me God.

22. And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid that whenever any
Bill, which has been passed by the Legis-
lative Council, and by the House of
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together once at the least in every twelve
months, '

And That every Assembly shall con-

tinue for (7) years from the day of the
Return of the Writs for chusing the
same, & no longer, subject nevertheless to

be sooner dissolved by the Governor, or

Lt.-Govr. of the Province, or person ad-

ministering His Majesty's Government
there.

23. And be it further Enacted by the
Authoi-ity aforesaid, That all Questions
which shall arise in the said Legislative

Councils, or Assemblies respectively,

shall be decided by the Majority of Voices

;

And That, in cases where the Voices
shall be equal, the Speaker of such Coun-
cil or Assembly, as the case shall be,

shall have a casting voice.

24. Provided always & be it Enacted by
the Authority aforesaid, That no member
either of the Legislative Council or As-
sembly, in either of the said Provinces,
shall be permitted to sit or to vote there-

in, until he shall have taken & subscribed
the following Oath, either before the Gov'',

or Lt.-Gov^ of such Province, or person
admin istring His Majesty's Government
there, or before some person or persons
authorized by the said Gov'', oi* Lt.-Gov'".

or other person as aforesaid, to admin-
ister the same ; And that the same shall

be administered in the English or French
Languages, as the case may require

;

I, A. B. do sincerely promise & swear
that I will be faithful, & bear true Allegi-

ance to His Majesty King George, as law-
ful Sovereign of the Kingdom of Great
Britain, & of these Provinces thereunto
Wonging ; And that I will defend Him
to the utmost of my Power, against all

traitorous conspiracies & attempts what-

Asserably, in either of the said Provinces
respectively, shall be presented for His
Majesty's assent, to the Governor or
Lieutenant Governor of such Province,
or to the Person administering His
Majesty's Government for the same, it

shall and may be lawful for such Gov-
ernor or Lieutenant Governor or other
Person as aforesaid, at his discretion,

subject nevertheless to such Instructions

as he may from time to time receive

from His Majesty, His Heirs, or Suc-
cessors, either to declare His Majesty's

assent to such Bill, or to declare that he
withholds such assent, or that he reserves

the Bill, until His Majesty's pleasure
shall be signified thereon.

23. And be it further enacted by the
Authority aforesaid, that no such Bill,

which shall be so reserved, by the Gov-
ernor, or Lie itenant Governor, or Person
administering His Majesty's Govern-
ment, shall have the force of Law withir-

the Province, in which the same shall

have been so reserved, until such Gov-
ernor, or Lieutenant Governor, or other
Person as aforesaid, shall signify either

by Speech or Message to the said Legis-

lative Council and Assembly of such
Province, or by Proclamation, that such
Bill has been laid before His Majesty in

Council, and that His Majesty has been
pleased to approve the same.

•

24. And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that all Laws, Ordin-
ances and usages now in force, in either

of the said Provinces respectively, re-

specting the description, quality, trial or

punishment of offences, or respecting the
decision of any matter of controversy,
relative to property, or civil rights, shall

remain, and continue to be of the same
force and effect, in each of the said Pro-

vinces respectively, as at present, except
in so far as the same are expressly varied

by this Act, or in so far, as the same shall,

or may, hereafter be repealed, altered or

varied, by His Majesty, His Heirs, or

Successors by and with the advice and
consent of the respective Legislative

Councils, and Assemblies of the said

Provinces respectively.
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ever which shall be made against his per-

son, Crown, & Dignity ; And That I will

do my utmost endeavor to disclose &
make known to His Majesty, His Heirs
& Successors, all treasons, & traitorous

conspiracies & attempts which I shall

know to be against Him, or any of them.
And all this I do swear, without any

equivocation, mental Evasion, or secret

reservation, ^ renouncing all pardons &
dispensations from any person or power
whatever to the contrary.

So help me God.

25. And be it further Enacted by the

Authority aforesaid, That whenever any
Bill which has been passed by the Legis-

lative Council and by the House of

Assembly in either of the said Provinces
respectively, shall be presented for His
Majesty's Assent to the Governor, or

Lieut.-Governor of such Province, or to

the person administering His Majesty's

Government for the same, it shall &
may be lawful for such Governor, or

Lieut.-Governor or other person, as afore-

said, at his discretion, subject neverthe-

less to such instructions as he may from
time to time receive from His Majesty,

His Heirs and Successors, either to declare

His Majesty's Assent to such Bill, or to

declare that he withholds such assent, or

that he reserves the Bill- untill His
Majesty's pleasure shall be signified

thereon.

26. And be it further Enacted, by the
Authority aforesaid, that no such Bill,

which shall be so reserved, by Gov"', or

Lt. Gov'', or person administering His
Majesty's Government, shall have the
force of Law within the Province, in

which the same shall have been so re-

served, until such Gov'", or Lt. Gov\ or

other person as aforesaid, shall signify

either by Speech or Message to the said

25. Provided also and be it enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that if any per-

son or Persons, holding any Lands in the
said Provinces, or either of them, imme-
diately of the Crown in Fief, or in any
other manner, than in free and common
Soccage, and having a right to alienate

the same, shall at any time from and
after the commencement of this Act,
surrender the same into the hands of His
Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, by
petition to the Governor, or Lieut.-

Governor or other Person administering
the Govei'nment of the said Provinces
respectively, setting forth, that he, she
or they, is or are, desii-ous of holding the
same in free and common Soccage, such
Governor, or Lieutenant Gov»^rnor, or
other Person, as aforesaid, shall thereupon
cause a fresh Grant to be made to such
Pei'son or Persons of such Lands to be
holden in free and common Soccage.
And every such change of Tenure shall

work the absolute extinguishment of all

mutation Fines, burthens and incum-
brances within the Tract so surrendered,
and regranted, to which the same, or any
part thei-eof, would or might have been
liable, under the laws and customs con-

cerning Lands held in Fief or in Eoture,
or in any other manner, than in free and
common Soccage in either of the said

Provinces.

26. Provided nevertheless, and be it

enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

such suri'ender and grant shall not avoid

or Bar, any right to any such lands so

surrendered, or any interest in the same,
to which any Person or Persons, other
than the Person or Persons, surrendering
the same, shall have been entitled, either

in possession, remainder, or reversion,

or otherwise, at the time of such sur-
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Legislative Council, & Assembly of such
Province, or by Proclamation, that such

Bill has been laid before His Majesty in

Council, and that His Majesty has been
pleased to approve the same.

27. And be it further Enacted by the

Authority aforesaid, That all Laws, Ordi-

nances & Usages now in force in either of

the said Provinces respectively, respect-

ing the description, quality, trial, or pun-
ishment of Offences, or respecting the

decision of any matters of controversy,

relative to Property, or Civil Rights,

shall remain & continue to be of the same
fojce & effect, in each of the said Pro-

vinces respectively, as at present, except
in so far as the same are expressly varied

by this Act, or in so far as the same shall,

or may hereafter be repealed, altered, or

varied by His Majesty, His Heirs, or

Successors, by & with the advice and con-

sent of the respective Legislative Coun-
cils & Assemblies of the said Provinces
respectively.

28. Provided also & be it Enacted by
the Authority aforesaid, That if any per-

son or persons holding any Lands in the
said Provinces, or either of them, im-
mediately of the Crown, or in any other
mannerthan in free and common Soccage

;

and having a right to alienate the same,
shall at any time from and after the com-
mencement of this Act, surrender the
same into the hands of His Majesty, His
Heirs, or Successors, by petition to the

render, but that every such right and
title shall be as valid and effectual, as if

such surrender and grant had never been
made.

27. And whereas it has been declared
by an Act passed in the eighteenth year
of the Eeign of His present Majesty, that
the King and Parliament of G-reat Britain
will not impose any Duty, Tax, or As-
sessment whatever, payable in any of His
Majesty's Colonies, Provinces and Planta-
tions in North America, or the West
Indies, except only such Duties, as it

may be expedient to impose for the regu-
lation of commerce, the net produce of
such Duties to be always applied to and
for the use of the Colony, Province or
Plantation, in which the same shall be
respectively levied, in such manner as

other duties collected by the authority
of the respective General Courts or Gen-
eral Assemblies, of such Colonies, Pro-
vinces or Plantations, are ordinarily paid
and applied.

And whereas it is necessary for the
general benefit of the British Empire,
that such Power of Regulation of Com-
merce should continue to be exercised by
His Majesty, and the Parliament of Great
Britain subject nevertheless to the condi-

tion herein before specified, with respect

to the application of any Duties which
may be imposed for that purpose

;

Be it therefore Enacted by the author-
ity aforesaid, that nothing in the Act
contained shall extend, or be construed
to extend, to prevent, or affect the due
execution of any Law, which has been, or
shall be enacted by His Majesty, and the
Parliament of Great Britain for estab-

lishing Regulations, and Pj-ohibitions, and
for imposing, levying and collecting

Duties, for the Regulation of Commerce
and Navigation.

28. Provided always, and be it enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that all Duties
which shall be so imposed shall be sub-

ject and liable to the sole disposition of
the Legislatures of the respecti-ve Pro-
vinces, as established by this Act.
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Grovernor, or Lt.-Gov''., or other person

or persons administriug the Government
of the said Provinces respectively, set-

ting forth, that he, she, or they, is, or

are desirous of holding the same in free &
common Soccage, such Governor, or Lt.-

Gov^, or other person as aforesaid, shall

thereupon cause a fresh grant to be made
to such person, or persons, of such Lands
to be holden in free and common Soc-

cage.

Note.—The 9th Section of the Quebec
Act, 14, G, 3, 83, is not repealed by this

Bill, That Section provides that the Eegu-
lations in that Act (re-establishing the

Canadian Laws in cases of Property,)

should not extend to such Lands as the

King should grant to be holden in free

and common Soccage. It is presumed,
therefore, that the English Laws will

attach on these Lands, and that a special

Enactment for that purpose is not neces-

sary.

29. Provided nevertheless, and be it

Enacted by the Authority aforesaid,

That such surrender & Grant shall not

avoid, or bar any right to any such lands

so surrendered, or any interest in the

same, to which any person or persons,

other than the person or persons sur-

rendering the same shall have been in-

titled, either in possession, remainder,
or reversion, or otherwise, at the time of

such surrender, but that every such right

& Title shall be as valid, & effectual, as if

such surrender & Grant had never been
made.

30. And whereas it has been declared

by an Act passed in the 18th year of the

Reign of His present Majesty, That the
King & Parliament of Great Britain will

not impose any Duty, Tax or Assess-

ment whatever, paj'able in any of His
Majesty's Colonies, Provinces Planta-
tions in North America, or the West
Indies, except only such Duties as it

may be expedient to impose for the
Regulation of Commerce, the net Produce
of such Duties to be always applied to,

& for the use of the Colony, Province
or Plantation, in which the same shall

be respectively levied, in such manner as

other duties collected by the authority of

the respective General Courts or General
Assemblies of such Colonies, Provinces

29. And be it further enacted by the

authority aforesaid, that nothing in this

act contained, shall extend, or be con-

strued to extend, to prevent or hinder

His Majesty from appointing, erecting

and constituting, such Executive Council

or Councils, as He may judge proper, in

each of the said Provinces respectively,

or from nominating, and appointing
thereto from time to time such Persons,

as He shall think fit to compose the

same, or from removing therefrom any
Person or persons whom He may think
fit 80 to remove.

30. And be it further enacted, that no-

thing in this Act contained, shall extend
or be construed to extend, to hinder His
Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, from
erecting, constituting and appointing, by
His or Their letters Patent, under the

Great Seal of Great Britain, such courts

of civil, criminal and Ecclesiastical Juris-

diction, within, or for, the said Provinces
respectively, and from appointing from
time to time, such Judges and Officers,

thereof, as His Majesty, His Heirs, or

Successors, shall think necessary, or pro-

per for the circumstances of the said

Provinces.
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or Plantations are ordinarily paid, & ap-

plied
;

And Whereas it is necessary for the

general benefit of the British Empire,
That such power of regulation of Com-
merce should continue to be exercised

by His Majesty, & the Parliament of Great
Britain, subject nevertheless to the con-

dition hereinbefoi"t> specified ; with re-

spect to the Application of any duties

which may be imposed for that purpose

;

Be it therefore enacted, by the Author-
tiy aforesaid, That nothing in this Act
contained shall extend, or be construed to

extend to prevent or affect the due execu-

tion of any Law which hath been or shall

be enacted by His Majesty, & the Parlia-

ment of Great Britain for establishing

Eegulations and Prohibitions, and for

imposing, levying and collecting Duties

for the regulation of Commerce & Navi-

gation.

31. Provided always & be it Enacted
by the Authority aforesaid, That all duties

which shall be so imposed shall be sub-

ject & liable to the sole disposition of

the Legislature of the respective Provin-

ces as established by this Act.

nL

31. And whereas by reason of the dis-

tance of the said Provinces from this

country and of the change to be made by
this Act in the Government thereof, it

may be necessary that some interval

should elapse between the notification of
this Act to the said Provinces and the
day of its commencement.
Be it therefore enacted by the author-

ity aforesaid that it shall and may be
lawful for His Majesty with the advice
of His Privy Council, to fix and declare
the day of the commencement thereof.

Provided that such day shall not b©
more than six months after the notifica-

tion of the said Act, in each of the re-

spective Provinces as to all and every
part thereof, excepting only the issuing

of the Writs of Election and calling to-

gether the Houses of Assembly of each
of the said Provinces respectively which
it shall and may be lawful for His
Majesty by and with the advice of Hi&
Privy Council to order, and direct at any
time not exceeding the first day of Jan-
uary in the year of Our Lord, one thou-

sand seven hundred and ninety-two.

But to the end of a temporary provi-

sion for the welfare of the said Provinces
until laws shall be made for the same by
the Legislative Councils and Assemblies
thereof respectively as herein before de-

clared.

Be it also enacted by the same author-

ity that the Governor, Lieutenant Gov-
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32. And be it further Enacted by the

Authority aforesaid, That nothing in this

act contained shall extend, or be construed
to extend to prevent or hinder His Majesty
from appointing, erecting and constitut-

ing such executive Council or Councils as

he may judge proper, in each of the said

Provinces respectively. Or from nomir
nating, & appointing thereto from time
to time, such persons as he shall think fit

to compose the same, or from removing
therefrom any person or persons whom
he may think fit so to remove.

33. And be it further enacted, That noth-

ing in this Act contained shall extend, or

be construed to extend, to hinder His
Majesty, His Heirs and Successors from
erecting, constituting & appointing by his,

or their Letters patent, under the Great
Seal ofGreat Britait), such Courts of Civil,

Criminal, & Ecclesiastical Jurisdictiot),

within, or for the said Provinces respec-

tively, & from appointing, from time to

time, such Judges, & Officers thereof, as

His Majesty, His Heirs, or Successors

shall think necessary or proper, for the

circumstances of the said Provinces.

34. And whereas, by reason of the

distance of the said Provinces from this

Country, & of the change to be made
by this Act, in the Government thereof,

it may be necessary that some interval

should elapse, between the notification of

this Act to the said Provinces, and the

day of its Commencement,
Be it therefore Enacted, by the Author-

ity aforesaid. That it shall & may be lawful

for His Majesty, by, & with the advice

of His Privy Council to fix and declare

theday of the Commencementof this Act;
Provided that such Day shall not be more
than (six) months after the (25th day)
of June in the year of Our Lord, 1790.

6a—cc

ernor or Person administering His Ma-
jesty's Government in each of the said

Provinces with the Legislative Council
shall and may make Ordinances to be
binding within the same respectively
without an Assembly, to the extent and
under the conditions restraints and Limi-
tations declared respecting the power and
authority ofthe Legislative Council, men-
tioned in the Act of the fourteenth year
of His Majesty's Eeign Chapter 83.
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Additional Clause marked B.

And whereas doubts have arisen con-
cerning the Partition Line between the

Province of Quebec and the Province of

New Brunswick and the Coast of the
Fisheries in theGulph of Saint Lawrence
is at present a part of each Province, and
many Inconveniences prejudicial to the
due management of the said Fisheries

arise from the want of a regular and
competent Grovernment, and the unin-

habited condition of that part of the

Coast comprehended in the said Province
of New Brunswick.
Be it therefore also enacted by the

authority aforesaid that it shall be law-

ful for His Majesty, His Heirs or Succes-
sors, with the advice of His or their

Privy Council, to declare and establish

the Partition and division between the

said two Provinces of Lower Canada and
New Brunswick by any Instrument to

be issued under the Great Seal of Great
Britain.

Provided always, and be it also herebj'

enacted that the declaration and establish-

ment, so to be made, shall not operate to

the defeating or annulling of any title or
Property, already duly acquiied under
the authority of either of the said Pro-
vinces ; and that until His Majesty, His
Heirs or Successors, shall issue such in-

strument and declaration, the Jurisdiction

of the said Province of Lower Canada
shall extend over and comprehend all

that part of the said Province of new
Brunswick along the coast of the said

Gulph of St. Lawrence, which is situated

to the northward of a line running
through the middle of Ti'ocadie Bay to

the most westerly or extreme head there-

of, and thence in a westerly direction at

the distance often miles from the shore
of the said coast until it strikes the
boundary of the Province of Lower
Canada, but that any titles to estates in

Lands within the pi-esent limits of New
Brunswick shall be as valid as if this Act
had never been made.

No. 7.—CHIEF JUSTICE SMITH TO LOED DORCHESTEE.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 44r-l,p. 61).

Quebec, 5th February, 1790.

My Lord,—The clause inclosed for the Trial ofextra provincial offences appeai-s

to me to be necessary to encourage that spirit of enterpi-ize, which leads our people
in the Fur Trade to exjilore the Depths of this Continent and has carried them almost
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over to the Eastern shores of the Pacific Ocean. This Commerce, elsewhere wearing
out, by the encreased Population of the Northeastern parts of the antient Continent,

will soon become the Monopol}' of our Nation. I have couched it in terms least

likely of any that occur to me, to excite the Jealousy of our neighbours.

The Bill with the other additions for the intended Eefoi-m?* in this Country, left

to be supplied by Your Loi-dship's local experience, greatly improves the old mould
of our Colonial (rovernments ; for even those called the Royal Provinces, to distin-

guish them from the Proprietary and Chartered Republics of the Stuart Kings had
essential Faults, and the same general tendency.

Mr. Grenville's plan will most assuredly lay a foundation for two spacious,

populous and flourishing Provinces, and for more to grow out of them ; and corn-

pose, at no i-emote period, a mass of Power very woithy of immediate attention.

I miss in it, however, the expected Establishment to put what remains to Great
Britain of Her Antient Dominions in North America, under one general direction,

for the united interests and safety of every Branch of the Empire.
The Colonies of England weie flourishing Colonies. It was the natural eflfect of

the connection, the Character of the People, and the Genius of the Pjnglish Constitu-

tion.

Ours will be so too. But that prosperity may be their ruin, and I trust in God
that the wisdom which is dictating the new arrangements for us, will perfect its work
by a system to prevent our repeating the Folly that has plunged the several parts of

the Continent into poverty and distress.

Native as I am of one of the old Provinces, and early in the public service and
Councils, I trace the late Revolt and Rent to a remoter cause, than those to which
it is ordinarily ascribed. The Truth is that the Country had outgrown its Govern-
ment, and wanted the true remedy for more than half a century before the Rupture
commenced. To what period it continued to be practicable is problematical, and need
not now be assigned.

To expect wisdom and moderation from near a score of Petty Parliaments, con-

sisting in effect of only one -f the three necessary branches of a Parliament must,

after the light brought by expei-ience, appear to have been a very extravagant expec-

tation. So it has been to my view above twenty years, and I did not conceal it.

My Lord, an American Assembly, quiet in the weakness of their Infancy, could

not but discover in their elevation to Prosperity, that themselves were the substance,

and the Governor and Board of Council were shadows in their political Frame.
All America was thus, at the very outset of the Plantations, abandoned to Demo-

cracy. And it belonged to the Administrations of the days of our Fathers to have
found the cure, in the erection of a Power upon the Continent itself, to controul all

its own little Republics, and create a Partner in the Legislation of the Empire, capable

of consulting their own safety and the common welfVire.

To be hotter understood by Your Lordship, I beg leave to put a paper under this

cover, in the form of additions to the present proposed Bill, partly suggested by the

necessity of something to give a real ajid useful significancy to Your Lordship's

nominal command of more Provinces than this.

As to the moment for commencing such an Establishment, that certainly must
be the worst when it shall be most wanted. And since its Erection will speak Inten-

tions, and may give Umbrage, that will be the best time in which that Umbrage shall

excite the least apprehension.

The Debility of our Neighbours is notorious, nor can be succoured during the

Distractions of France, and the consternation spread by those Distractions through
all Europe.

Here in these provinces, where it is of much consequence to set out with good
habits, what juncture can be so favourable, as when the thousands thrown into them,
under your Patronage and Direction, have their Loyalty confirmed by Resentments
for their Sufferings ; and so are disposed to take, and especially from your hand,

whatever the wisdom of Great Britain shall prescribe, as a Gift of her Benevolence.

As to Canada, I mean that part of it to become Lower Canaha, the Biasses in it,

if there are any remaining, to the Stock from which it was severed, are become

6a—cc|^
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perfectly harmless by that Body of English Loyalty Your Lordship has planted in

the West. By their aversion to share in the Burdens and Miseries of the Eevolted
Colonies, and by the growing Discernment, that our safety and Prosperity is only to

be found in the Commerce and Arms of Great Biitain.

I am old enough to remember what we in the Maritime Provinces dreaded from
this French Colony in the North, and what it cost to take away that dread, which
confined our Population to the Edges of the Atlantic ; and ray mind is therefore

cari'ied, under such an Administration as the present one, into a strong Persuasion,

that nothing will be neglected to enable Great Britain so to serve herself of that

Power, she already possesses hei'e, as to check any Councils to be meditated to her
Detriment, by the new Nation she has consented to create : She may do more ! but
this is out of my province.

So much. My Lord, you'll forgive me, I could not repress what I owed to the

vindication of my zeal in the sacrifice of my fortune for the British Interest, and as I

think still for the best Interests too of the Country of my Birth. Most of all I owed
it to my Sovereign, in whose Gi'ace I found a Relief at the end of the Storm.

With a deep and grateful sense of all your kindnesses and the honour of your
request of my poor abilities, upon questions of so great magnitude and consequence,

I am. My Lord,
Your Lordship's most humble and most obedient servant,

WlM. smith.
Right Honble

Lord Dorchester.

No. 8.—PROPOSED ADDITIONS TO THE NEW CANADA BILL FOR A
GENERAL GOVERNMENT.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 44-1, p. 68.).

And to provide still more effectually for the Government, safety and prosperity
of all His Majesty's Dominions in North America and firmly to unite the several

branches of the Empire.
(1). Be it also enacted by the same authority that there shall be (with a

Governor General) a Legislative Council and a General Assembly for all His
Majesty's Dominions and the Provinces whereof the same do now or may hereafter

consist in the parts of America to the Southward of Hudson's Baj' and in those seas

to the Northward of the Bermuda or Somer's Islands; And that His Majesty, His
Heirs and Successors shall have power by and with the advice and consent of the
said Legislative Council and Geneial Assembly, to make laws for the peace, welfare
and good Government of all or any of the said Provinces and Dominions. And that

such Laws being passed by the said Legislative Council and General Assembly, and
being assented to by His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, or being assented to in

His Majesty's name by the Person appointed or to be appointed Governor General of

the Provinces and Dominions aforesaid, or such person as may be appointed by the

Crown to exercise the powers of Governor General on the death or absence of such
Governor General, shall be valid and binding on the inhabitants of the said Dominions
or such part thereof as shall for that purpose be expressed.

(2). And be it enacted by the same authority that such Legislative Council may
be composed of at least members from each of the said Provinces to be
appointed as His Majesty by His Royal Instructions to the Governor General for the

time being shall authorize and direct who shall hold their several places in the said

Council for Life subject nevertheless to such terms and conditions as are hereinbefore

declared to be annexed to the trust and station of a member of the Legislative

Council of either of the said Provinces of Upper and Lowei" Canada and saving to

His Majesty's Governor General or the Person upon whom that trust by His
Majesty's appointment may devolve, power and authority from time to time by an
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instrument under the Great Seal to be created for the British Dominions in North
America to constitute, appoint and remove the Speaker of such Legislative Council.

(3), And be it enacted by the same authority that such General Assembly" may
be composed of such persons as may be elected by the majority of the House of

Assembly of the Province for which they serve to be manifested by Triplicate Instru-

ments under the hand and seal of the Speaker thereof to the Governor General, the

Speaker of the Legislative Council and the Speaker of the General Assembly.

(4). And be it also enacted by the same authority that to give any acts of the
said Governor General, Legislative Council and General Assembly, the force and
authority of a Law, the same shall have been assented to in the said Legislative

Council by the majoi-ity of the voices foi-ming a house of Council according to His
Majesty's appointment thereof, and shall have been assented to in the said General
Assembly by such and so many Voices as- will make it the Act of the majority of the

Provinces, having right to be represented in the said General Assembly, and it shall

be a House of General Assembly as often as there shall be assembled one or more
members duly elected by each of the Assemblies of the said Provinces or of the

greater number of such Provinces.

(5). And be it further enacted by the same authority that it shall be lawful for

His Majesty, His Heirs and successors to authorize and direct His Governor General
for the time being or the Person upon whom that trust by His Majesty's appoint-
ment may devolve, in His Majesty's name and by an instrument under the great
seal of the British Dominions in North America to summon and call together such
General Assemblies in such manner as His Majesty shall be pleased to signify and
command by His Jioyal Instructions to such Governor General.

(6). And be it also enacted by the same authority that the Governor General
under such instructions as he may have received from His Majesty may assemble
the said Legislative Council and General Assembly where, and prorogue and dissolve

them when and as often as ho shall judge it necessary, Provided always and be it

enacted that they shall be called together one at least in every two years, and to

continue to have the right of sitting seven years from the Teste or day of the pro-

cess or summons for their election unless the}'^ shall be sooner dissolved by the

Authority aforementioned. But no member either of the said Legislative Council or

General Assembly shall be permitted to sit or vote in the General Legislature until

he shall have taken such oath as hereinbefoie directed to be taken by the members
of the Legislative Council and Assembly of Upper or Lower Canada, oi' not being
an inhabitant of either of the said Provinces last mentioned, such other oaths and
qualifications as are taken to become a member of the Parliament of Great Britain

as by His Majesty's Insti-uctions shall be directed ani required.

(7). And be it also enacted by the same authority that whenever any Bill which
has been passed by the said Legislative Council and by the said General Assembly
shall be presented for His Majesty's assent to the Governor General for the time
being or the j)erson exercising that trust under His Majesty's authority, it shall and
may be lawful for such Governor General or other person exercising the said trust,

at his discretion, subject nevertheless to such instructions as he may from time to

time receive from His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, either to declare His
Majesty's assent to such Bill, or to declare that he withholds such assent, or that he
reserves the said Bill untill His Majesty's Pleasure shall be signitied thereon. And
no Bill so to be presented and not assented to in manner aforesaid shall have the

force of a Law.

(8). And be it further enacted by the same authority that nothing in this Act
contained shall be construed to prevent His Majesty from appointing, erecting, and
constituting such general and executive Council and Councils as he may judge proper
for the said Provinces and Dominions in general, and any othei- office, in His Royal
Judgment and discretion requisite for the said General Government, or from nomi-
nating and appointing thereto from time to time, such persons as he shall think fit to

compose the same Executive Council, or to execute such offices or from removing
therefrom any person or persons whom he may think fit to remove.
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(9). And be it also enacted by the same authority that it shall and may be law-

ful for His Majesty to give authority to His said Governor General, or the person
exercising that trust, on his arrival in either of the provinces within his commission,
to assume the authority and to perform all the duties and functions which the Lieu-

tenant Governor thereof might exercise and perform, and the powers and authority

of such Lieutenant Governor shall be suspended and so continue during the time of

the Governor General's being within the same province, and that it shall also be law-

ful for His Majesty to give to the said Governor General for the time being, tho'

absent in some other province of His General Government, authority respecting any
act of any of the Provinces of such nature and tendency as His Majesty may see

cause by His Royal Instruction to describe, to suspend the execution of such act

until His Majesty's Pleasure shall be signified respecting the same; to which en^
it shall be the duty of the person administering the Government in every Province
subject to the Governor General's authority, to transmit to him a copy of every bill

to which he has assented as soon as possible after the enacting of the same into a law,

and shall upon the suspension thereof by the Governor General immediately cause
the same to be made known by proclamation under the great seal of his Province, in

the manner most effectual for making the same universally known to the inhabitants

of the same Province, and all others whom the same may concern.

(10). And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this

act contained shall be interpreted to derogate from the rights and Prerogatives of

the Crown for the due exercise of the Royal and executive authority over all or any
of the said Provinces, or to derogate from the Legislative Sovereignty and Supremacy
of the Ci-own and Parliament of Great Bi-itain ; but the Acts of Legislation of either

of the said Provinces, as well as the Acts of the Governor General and the Legislative

Council and General Assembly so to be made, shall be subject to the Royal dis-

allowance as exercised heretofore respecting the laws of any of the British Provinces,

and the said Dominions and all the Provinces into which they may be hereafter

divided shall continue and remain to be governed by the Crown and Parliament of

Great Britain as the Supreme Legislature of the whole British Empire.

And whereas it may so happen that offences may be committed, which as the

Law now stands, may be only triable and punishable in England by virtue of divers

Statutes, as Treason or Murder perpetrated in foreign parts, and yet the offender

may be taken and imprisoned for such offei^ce, in one or other of His Majesty's

Provinces in America.
Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid that such offender may be

tried and punished in such of His Majenty's Provinces where he may happen to be

imprisoned, and for that pui-pose may be proceeded against before Commissioners of
Oyer and Terminer constituted from time to time under the Great Seal of the Province,
as nearly as may be according to the course in the realm of England for the Trial

of offences of the like nature.

No. 9.—MR. DUNDAS TO LORD DORCHESTER.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 52, page21S.)

Whitehall, 16th September, 1791.

The Right Honble,
Lord Dorchester.

My Lord,—In the letters which were written to your Lordship by my Prede-
cessor, Lord Grenville, I find you were long ago fully infoimed by his Lordship of

His Majesty's intention of dividing His Pi-ovince of Quebec into two separate Govern-
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ments, to be called the Province of Upper Canada, and the Province of Lower
Canada, and of Regulations which were proposed to be made in consequence, for

the better government of that part of His Majesty's Dominions.
In pui'suance of that intention I am now to inform your Lordship that a Bill

was introduced into Parliament and passed during the last session, intitled " An Act
to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the Fourteenth year of His Majesty's
Reign intituled, an Act for making more effectual Provision for the Government of
the Province of Quebec in North America ; and to make further provision for the
government of the said Province, " a copy of which I inclose together with a com-
mission under the great seal, revoking your form.er commission of Grovernor of the
Province i>f Quebec, and vesting you with the chief Government ofthe two Provinces
before mentioned and also Instructions under the Royal Sign Manual applicable to

the Regulations which His Majesty under the Act has thought fit to establish.

In flaming the Instructions to your Lordship with respect to the Quoi-ums of
the Legislative Councillors and of the Members of the Assembly for Lower Canada,
some diflSculties occurred in fixing on the number which might be proper to compose
such Quorums, and on a consideration of the subject it was rather thought adviseable
that the number of which such Quorums should consist, should be left to those
Bodies to determine. The mode which His Majesty's Servants recommend for

adjusting this point, is either by an Act of the Legislatui-e, or what may perhaps
equally answer the purpose, that of making the regulation now to be fixed upon, a
standing oi'der of each of the two Houses respectively and I have it in command to

desire that your Lordship will on the first meeting, recommend this object to their

consideration, and likewise the forming other such Rules or standing orders for

regulating the form of proceeding in the Council & Assembly, respectively, as

may be most conducive to the regular dispatch of Business.

Your Lordship will find on a perusal of the Act that the number of Representa-
tives of which the Assembly of Lower Canada was originally intended to consist has
been considerably increased. This measure will render a new Distribution necessary
instead of that which was proposed by your Lordship in your Letter to Lord
Grenville, No. 15, and I wish your Lordship particularly to consider whether for the

sake of convenience and dispatch in deciding upon Elections and preventing the
inconvenience of too great a number of Electors, the Towns of Quebec and Montreal
might not for that purpose be divided into two separate and distinct Districts, and
that these Towns should return Four Members each, by electing Two in each
District. Your Lordship will see by the copy of a paper, delivered to me by Mr.
Lymburner that he proposes that each of the Towns of Quebec and Montreal should
chuse seven members each, but that arrangement His Majesty's servants entirely

disapprove of, and would be sorry that such a distribution should on any account
take place.

When your Lordship shall have considered this subject maturely, and have
arranged your Plan for the Representatives to be chosen by each of the Towns and
Circles respectively, you will as soon as conveniently may be issue your Proclama-
tion accordingly.

According to the best opinion which I can obtain it seems to me advisable that
excepting in the instances of Trois Rividres, St. John & "William Henry, each of

the other Circles and Towns or Townships in Lower Canada should elect one Repre-
sentative, nii'l ji>< the extent of tlio several Towns from the introduction of new
settlors and Irom the probable increase of Population will hereafter be likely to be

enlarged, it seems to be desireable that for the same purpose of preventing too great
a number of Electors for anyplace, that limitsshould now be fixed within which the
Electors for the Representatives of the Towns should be resident, and whenever the

number of new Inhabitants resident within the limits adjacent and possessed of

qualifications to vote for Towns or Townships shall increase so as to render it

expedient that they should be represented in the House of Assembly, a new
Town or Township shall in like maaner be established within fixed limits for the

purpose of separately electing an additional Representative in the House of

Assembly, and so on from time to time as often as the occasion may require.



40

Your Lordship has I have no doubt been informed of the disputes & disagree-

ments which have at times taken place between the Councils & Assemblies of the
different Colonies respecting the Eight claimed by the latter that all Bills whatso-
ever for granting Money should originate with them. The principle itself as far as

it relates to any question of imposing burthens upon the subject is so consistent with
the spirit of our Constitution that it ought not to be resisted, at the same time it

would be prudent, if possible, to avoid any unnecessary discussion of its application

in minute cases & above all that it should not be so extended by overstrained refine-

ments as to produce embarrassment & perplexity in the progress of Public business.

As there does not at present appear to be suificient provision for the support of

the Protestant clergy either in Upper Canada or in Lower Canada the collection of

Tythes has under the Act of the present year been suffered to continue; But your
Lordship will understand that it is not wished to continue this burthen longer than
is necessary for the competent provision of the clergy. If therefore the Proprietors
of Lands liable to the payment of Tythes shall be induced to concui'with your Lord-
ship's recommendation in providing a sufficient fund for clearing the reserved Lands
and for building Parsonage Houses on the several Parsonages which may be endowed
under the Act of the last Session of Parliament, and at the same time provide an
intermediate fund for the maintenance of the clergy during the period that will be
required for the purpose of so clearing these reserved Lands, the obligation of Tythes
may then cease. I have thought it necessary to explain this subject minutely to

your Lordship, that by making it understood among the Proprietors of those Lands
they may perceive the means which are in their own power to relieve themselves
from a burthen which is naturally irksome to them.

By the Act of the last Session the duties payable to His Majesty under the Act
of the 14th year of His Majesty's Reign, Cap. 88, on Articles imported into the

Province of Quebec are suffered to remain upon their former footing ; but I have it

in command to intimate to your Lordship that as soon as the Legislatures of the

Provinces of Upper Canada & Lower Canada shall have passed laws laying the same
or other Duties to an equal amount to those which become payable under the Acts,

& such Act shall have obtained the Royal Assent, His Majesty's Ministers will be

ready to propose to Parliament a Repeal of the Act above mentioned.

NOTES BY MR. LYMBURNER, TRANSMITTED IN THE PRECEDING LETTER.

That in the instructions which shall be sent to the Governor of the Province of
Lower Canada, it should be laid down as a rule for his conduct in dividingthe Pro-
vince and apportioning the number of Representatives for the House of Assembly

—

that one half of the number of Representatives to be elected shall be chosen by the

Towns. And therefore for the present that

—

Quebec shall chose 7 members.
Montreal 7 "

Three Rivers 3 "

St. Johns 2

William Henrv. 2 "

Boucherville 1
"

Assomption 1
"

Terrebonne 1
"

Beauport 1
"

^ For the Towns & boroughs 25 "

The great proportion of the Members for the British Parliament which are elected

by the Boroughs in England enables Grovernment to secure more easily that influence

in the House of Commons which is so necessary for carrying on the Public Business

smoothly and with uniformity. The commercial Interest in Canada is entirely con-

centered in the Towns ofQuebec and Montreal and itis no more than fair that the com-
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raerce should have such a proportion ofthe Eepresentation as will not only secure from
oppression but as will hold out the prospect of protection and encouragement ; it is

only by its commerce that the Province can be valuable to Great Britain or that the
Province can become prosperous and wealthy—the Landed Interest will of course

have the greatest influence in the Council—I therefore submit that Government in

arranging the House of Assembly should not put it in the power of ignorant and
obstinate men to carry into eftect the absui-d Idea that it is the Land holders

Interest to oppress the commerce Besides as Merchantile property consists entirely

in Personal Debts and consumable Effects it is more liable to be lost and destroyed
than Landed Propert}-. And therefore, like the sensitive plant, it shrinks from the

touch of Intesiine troubles or commotions.
It cannot be doubted that it was owing to the great influence of the Landed

Interest which predominated so decidedly in all the Assemblies of the Colonies now
the United States of America that the late disputes with the Mother Country were
begun and supported.

I further submit if it would not be proper that the Governor be instructed con-

cerning the interference of the Legislative Council in originating Money Bills so as

to avoid those kind of disagreeable disputes which have lately distracted the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia.

No. 10.—NOTES AND OBSEEVATIONS ON THE ACT OF 1791.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 57-2, |>. 323.)

Xofe 1.

The establishment of a (Jeneral (Joverninent for

all the King's Provinces in North America.

To consist of a (Jovernor (ieneral, a General
Legislative Council, & a House of (ieneral Repre-
sentatives, to be chosen l)y the Asseml)lies of the
different provinces , with a (Jeneral Executive
Council, and such other Officers as the King may
see fit.

The necessity of a General Government for the
Colonies was urged from New York in 1783, and
again in 1790, in the letter No. \'^ to Lord Gren-
ville of the 8th February from Quebec, particu-

larly the enclosures C and D.
Without a measure of this kind the general

interest of the Empire, as well as the true interest

of tlie Colonies themselves will suffer, and at a
future day of their prosperity the unity of the
Empire will lie endangered.
With the introduction of a General Government

the Colonies of Nova .Scotia and New Brunswick
should at the same time be put on a footing with
the two Canadas by giving them (juadrennial

elections, seats in the Legislative Council for lif^

und their lands free from Quit Rent.

Note 2.

The establisliment of a free course of justice

throughout every part of His Majesty's North
American Dominions.

Ohterralioiis

ObHtrvations

The incon\'enience \^eve stated cannot, I con-

sider, be effectually remedied until a proper
opportunity occurs for settling the Boundary
between His Majesty's Provinces and the Amer-
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In the present unsettled state of the Boundary
between the (~!olonies and the United States

neither our Courts of Justice nor our Legislatures

can operate co-extensively with the King's Domin-
ions and possessions. Seo No. 67 to Lord Sydney
of 9th June, 1788 ; No. 125, of 22nd August,

1789, and No. 15 to Lord Grenville of 8th Febru-
ary, 1790, with Enclosures F and G.

Note 3.

The establishment of a proper mode of trial in

cases of Murder and other offences committed in

parts of the interior Country, which by the inter-

pretation of our limits may be found extra pro-

vincial.

For want of a provision of this kind several

Murderers have escaped unpunished. Our fur

trade must be greatly injured without it.

Sec. No. (i7, to Lord Sydney of 9th June, 1788 ;

Nob. 81, 83 and 86 of October, 1788 ; No. 13, to
Lord Grenville of October, 1789 ; No. 15, of 8th
February, 1 790, particularly the enclosures C and
E, and No. 53 to Lord Grenville of 25th Septem-
l)er, 1790.

Note 4.

A more perfect organisation of the Courts of

Justice in Lower and Upper Canada.

ican States by Commissioners jointly appointed
by both Powers. In the meantime it is, and for

this purpose it is presumed, that the Orders and
Directions of the Governor to the Commanders of

such Parts as are without the limits may in a
great measure lessen such inconveniences as are

stated in the letters referred to. For at all events
this authority of the Governors, so long as the
Parts are held, must be co-extensive with their

limits. It is certainly of consequence that justice

should be administered to those who are resident

within the extent of the authority of the Crown
though not within the Limits of the Province.

*Until therefore the present Treaty is well and
truly fulfilled on all sides, it may perhaps for this

purpose be considered to give a certain latitude

even to the courts themselves as not being an
absolute Bar to their jurisdiction until it has been
fulfilled honafde on both sides.

Upon this principle it seems as if the Courts

'

might entertain causes at the suit of such of the
King's subjects as really look upon themselves as

within their jurisdiction, and many of whom
would probably withdraw themselves within it,

should it finally be settled that they are on the
American side. [An alternati\e reading from *

is : Until therefore the present Treaty is well

and truly fulfilled on all sides, the Courts of

Justice are themselves the best judges of the ex-

tent of their jurisdiction and how far the present
Treaty may be supposed to give them a certain

latitude in extending their jurisdiction to those
whose situation as to the boundary may be con-

sidered as doubtful, but who consider themselves
as His Majesty's subjscts under the jurisdiction

of the Province.]
At the sametime it might be highly improper

for the Courts or the Legislature to interfere

where the litigants are not only decidedly out of

the limits, but under such administration as pro-

bably to deny their authority. In cases of this

latter kind such orders and directions so far as

the security of the places in question admit of it,

being comformable to the general law of the Pro-
vince, so long as the Crown exercises authority
over the place where the parties reside it must be
by orders and directions issuing from the Gov-
ernor and varying with circumstances, which
occasion them, that they are to be governed.

Observatio7is.

\\\i\\ respect to the 3rd suggestion, it is con-

ceived that by the Statute of Henry 8th a mur-
der may be tryed wherever committed (if com-
mitted upon a subject) according to the provisions
of ;that Act. But if there be any doubts as to

Canada, it may make a clause in tlie proposed
Judicature Bill that the Court therel)y constituted

shall also be a Court of Oyer and Terminer, to try

all Treasons, Murders and Felonies in like man-
ner as the same could be tryed here by virtue of

the laws of England in the like cases made and
provided.

OhHervatioiV!,.

A plan for the purposes stated in the 4th sug-

gestion has alreacly been transmitted to Lt. Gov.
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One Supreme Court of Common Pleas for each
Province will give uniformity, energy and dis-

patch to the administration of justice.

See No. 92 to Lord Sydney of 10th July,
1788 ; No. 104 to Lord Sydney of 14th March,
1789 ; No. 23 to Lord Granville of 27th May,
1890, and No. 62 to Lord Grenville of 24th Octo-
ber, 1790.

Note 5.

The establishment of a respectable militia.

To efiFect this in Canada a law was passed in 1787
enabling the Governor to embody draughts to
serve for two years in rotation, under a perma-
nent corps of officers.

This measure has not yet been carried into
execution.

It should be extended to all the King's Colo-
nies.

Without it the Dominion of Great Britain on the
Continent of America will always l)e precarious.
A quantity of small arms should also be de-

posited in the King's Colonies, for the use of the
Militia in general, in case of emergency.
See No. 19 to Lord Sy<lney of tlie 13th June,

1787 ; Lord Sydney's letter to Lord Dorchester of
the 3rd September, 1788, and No. 90 to Lord
Sydney of the 4th November, 1788.

Xote. C.

The establishment of Regulations for the punish-
ment of offences committed by the officers and
crews of the King's Vessels, navigating the Lakes,
including such as may navigate the River and ({ulph

Clarke which plan if carried into complete execu-
tion in all it parts, will effect, I am persuaded, in
Lower Canada everything required on this head.
I have always conceived that it is intended to
constitute the Supreme Court in Upper Canada
upon the same principles.

The enclosure in this dispatch contains the
proceedings of the Council and their report on the
Prerogative Court. This Spiritual and Ecclesias-

tical Court is provided for by the new Act, part
of its functions being vested in the Commissions
of the Bishop of Nova Scotia pro tempore, and
part in the Governor.

Ob-serrations.

It is conceived that Lord Dorchester miglit be
instructed to propose a new law to the Legisla-
ture for embodying Two or Three Battalions of
Militia, stating the time of service to be for two
or three years, and then to have fresh Ballots,
and so to proceed as often as the Militia is called
out at the end of every two or three years. This
would be an Act for a regular permanent Militia.

But Query ? Whether it would be necessary to
keep the same embodied more than a month or
six weeks, in every j'ear, during which time only
the men and officers are to be paid.

The expense otherwise would be considerable.
The other particulars mentioned bj'^ Lord Dor-

chester seem proper.
It appears by the oth suggestion that no steps

Mere tsiken to carry into execution the Militia
Act passed in Canada in 1787, and I am of

opinion that it might now be a proper measure
to propose a permanent Militia Act, which as far

as local circumstances will admit of it should be
in the general outlines of its formation in a great
measure similar to our own.
The time of service I apprehend should not be

less than three nor more than five years, and then
each corps to be renewed by fresh Ballots. But
neither the men nor officers should receive any

Eay except during ' the time they remain em-
odyed, such time not to be less than in

every year, and only one half ot the Militia to be
called out. At the sametime there shoidd be a
provision to enable the Governor, at his discre-

tion, to call the whole out at any time, but not to

keep them embodied longer than weeks
without the consent of the Legislature of the
Province.

I will only add that the Act for so important a
measure as the constituting of a permanent Militia

shoidd either be transmitted home for His Ma-
jesty's assent or rather a copy of the Bill before
its passage thro' the Provincial Legislature.

It will be certainly necessary to deposit a pro-

portionable quantity of small arms within the
Province, and it will be equally so that some co-

ercive mode should be adopted for their preserva-
tion, and their regular and frequent production.

Ohnerrafiou.'t.

This must be submitted to the Admiralty as far

as it aff"ects their jurisdiction, who may in conse-

quence constitute an Admiralty Court for the
Trial of Offences committed on what shall be
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of St. Lawrence, under Provincial Commissions.

For the want of such Regulationsthe Ringleaders
of a Conspiracy to desert entirely from one of the
King's Vessels, have escaped punishment and only
been dismissed the service.

See No. 90 to Lord Sydney of the 4th Novem-
ber, 1788.

Note 7.

The defence of the King's Provinces in general.

This subject is comprised under the heads of

Fortifications, Posts and Communications, aproper
Boundary lietween us and the States, Troops,
Militia, Navigation of the Lakes, Means ofsecuring
the attachment of the Colonists, as well as the
Friendship of the Neighbouring States and the In-

dians.

See the following letters to Lord Sydney :

No. 10. Kitli January, 1787.

13. 28th February "
19. 18th June
33. 18th August
43. 8th November "
44. 9th " •«

51. 9th January, 1788.

58. 27th March
«2. 17th May
73. 10th July
90. 4th November "

114. 6th June, 1789.

deemed the High Seas. All others come under
the Supreme Court of the Province.

I have communicated the subject of Your Lord-
ship's 6th suggestion to the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, as all offences committed on
what may be deemed the High Seas are cognizable
only by a Court of Admiralty, constituted by
their Lordships. All other offences will be sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court con-
stituted in the manner I have already alluded
to.

The want of due discipline with respect to the
provincial naval Department noted by Your Lord-
ship in the 6th suggestion has been likewise men-
tioned to me by Lt. Governor Simcoe in his Letter
of the 4th of November last, an Extract of which,
as far as it relates to that subject, I now enclose
to Your Lordship. It is certainly highly neces-

sary that some coercive regulations should be
adopted with respect to so important a portion
of the strength of the country as the naval force

upon the Lakes and in the River and Gulph of St.

Lawrence.
With this view it seems adviseable that Your

Lordship should consult the several Judges and
also the Crown Lawyers of the Provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada, as to the mode by which in

their judgment such Regulations may be enforced
as Your Lordship shall upon communication with
Lt. Governor Simcoe think it expedient to admitt
and transmit for the information of His Majesty
their opinion of the mode which it might be best
to adopt for legalizing and enforcing such regula-

tions. In the meanwhile I have no doubt but that
the orders and directions which will be given by
Your Lordship with tlie prompt and vigilant at-

tention of Lt. Governor Simcoe to the conduct of

both the men and officers in the Naval Depart-
ment in Upper Canada will check the evil now
complained of until those persons shall be made
more decidedly amenable to Military Discipline.

Ohnervatiomi.

With respect to Fortification-s, Posts and Com-
munications, the opinion of the King's Military
Servants niay be taken upon such points as liOrd

Dorchester, after his arrival at Quebec, does not
like to determine upon himself without first re-

ferring them for consideration here. In doing
which His Lordship will of course state fully his

own opinion of what he conceives should be done.

The Report of the Commanding Engineer upon
the Fortifications at Quebec stated as ready to be
brought forward should be immediately submit-
ted to the Duke of Richmond. I have already
given ample Instructions in my correspondence
with Lt. Governors Clarke and Simcoe (Lord
Grenville to Mr. Hamnmod) on the subject of such
a boundary Line as may do away witli all bicker-

ings between us and the American States, secure

the attachment of the Colonists and place the

Iiulians in the best possible situation as to both
paities. Indeed until the effect of this proposi-

tion is ascertained it will be difficult to determine
upon the other points comprised in this sugges-

tion, viz. : What fortifications, Posts and Com-



45

and the following letters to Lord Grenville :

No. 18. 8th March, 1790.

43. 21st July
47. 25th September '

'

52. 24th October "

58. 24th
60. 24th
75. 10th November "

79. 23rd January, 1791.

85. 14th June
also the letter to Mr. Dimdas of the 23rd March,
1792.

There is a Report of the Commanding Engineer
on the Fortifications of Quebec, ready to be
brought forward whenever His Majesty's Minis-
ters may have leisure to attend to this subject.

Note 8.

The Tenures of Land in respect to Mines and
Minerals, Quit rents. Mutation Fines and the Con-
version of Feudal Tenures into free and common
Soccage.

The restraint upon Mines and Minerals, other
than Gold and Silver, in Canada, is hurtful to these
Provinces, as well as the Interest of Great Britain.

See No! 80 to Lord Sydney of the 28th July,
1788.

Quit rents are useless and will be a constant
source of Dissatisfaction. They are now abolished
in Canada, and this is an additional reason for

extending the same indulgence to all the King's
Colonies.

The Mutation Fines in Canada are a great check
to Agriculture and Improvement in general and
the Conversion of the Feudal Tenures into Soccage
is on that account very desireable.

See the followihg Letters to Lord Sydney :

No. 3. 7th November, 1786.

18. 13th June, 1787.

and the following Letters to Lord Grenville :

No. 15. 8th February, 1790.

46. 25th September "
64. 10th November "
89. 14th June, 1791.

Note. 9.

The Establishment of a University and Schools.

This is very much wanted in Canada, where
Education in general is at a low ebb, and English
Parents who cannot afford to send their children

to Great Britain are under the necessity of send-

munications should be established and kept up,
because if the proposition succeeds, its natural
operation will be to render in many instances such
posts. Fortifications and communications as would
be otherwise of much consequence not at all

essential. Moreover, I am exceedingly doubtful
whether a direct proposal to name Commissioners
to settle the boundary may not be preferable to
incurring an Expense, the Effects of which would
only be to render the Americans more zealous in
their endeavours to get possession of what they
claim. As to the posts already in our hands it is

clear that they must be defended until something
is finally settled, the honour of the country re-

quires it, and therefore they must be maintained
in a proper state of Defence. But to go beyond
this point I am of opinion would be highly inex-

pedient. I am the more inclined to be of this

opinion from your letter No. 18 which you refer

to on this subject and which states that a Defen-
sive war cannot be maintained with less than an
addition of 4,000 men to the present force in

Canada, a number not to be supply'd under the
present circumstances, supposing at any time it

would be adviseable for this country to show itself

ready to check the 5)rogress of the Americans to

the South side of the Lakes, provided they do not
advance within the limits of the posts in our
possession.

Observatioiiis.

With respect to the 8th suggestion I conceive
that all the objects there stated as far as they
relate to the Provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada are provided for by the late Act, except-

ing only the restraint upon mines and minerals,

and I shall lose no time in referring his Majesty's
present Instructions respecting them to the Com-
mittee of Privy Council. By clauses 43 and 44 of

the late Act all lands in Upper Canada are to be
granted or may be converted into free and com-
mon soccage. And all future (irants are to be in

free and common soccage in Lower Canada at the

option of the grantee. The reservation of mines
and minerals (other than gold and silver) may it

is conceived be omitted in all grants and Lord
Dorchester may be instructed accordingly.

Quit Rents are in effect given up everywhere
but in the Island of St. John's, which is now
under Mr. Diindas's contemplation, with respect

to Quit Rents, and I refer Your Lordship to what
I have already said upon your suggestion.

Observations.

Your Lordship's 9th suggestion respects the

Establishment oi a University and of Schools and
I observe that the Legislature of Canada has

already brought in a Bill relative to the latter.

I am of opinion that an Establishment of so

extensive a nature as that of a University will

rather gain than lose, as to its future prosperity,
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ing them to the United States. Several Cana-
dians of the higher classes have been in the habit
of sending their chihlren to France.

The Bequest of Mr. Sanguinet, if the Law de-

cides for its validity, which is contested by the

Heirs, will be no inconsiderable aid to a Univer-
sity. But other Funds are necessary, with a
Charter from the Crown.

See No. 67 to Lord Grenville of the 10th Novem-
ber, 1790.

Note 10.

A Decision on the Estates of the Jesuits in

Canada.

The prevailing sentiment in the country seems
to be that they should V)e applied to public uses

and particularly to the Education of Youth.
See No. 48 to Lord Sydney of the 10th Decem-

ber, 1787 ; No. 5 to Lord Grenville of the 24th
October, 1789, and Nos. 65 and 66 to Lord Gren-
ville of the 10th November, 1790.

Note 11.

A Decision on the Estates and Claims of the

Seminary of St. Sulpice in Canada.

A Discussion respecting these Estates is contained
in the Council Minutes on State Matters of the

29th December, 1788, enclosed in No. 103 to Lord
Sydney of the 14th March, 1789 ; and in the

Council Minutes on Matters of State of the 30th
May, 1789, enclosed in No. 4 to Lord Greiaville of

the 17th October, 1789. Also a petition from the

Seminary for leave to erect a College, in the

Council Minutes on Matters of State of tlie 1st

No\ember, 1 790, enclosed in No. 64 to Lord Gren-
ville of the 10th November, 1790.

Note 12.

A Decision on the application for a separate

Custom House at Montreal.

The petition was inclosed in No. 61 to Lord
Grenville, of the 24th October, 1790 ; and a Re-
presentation of the Naval Officer against it in No.
70 to Lord Grenville of the 10th November, 1790.

Note 13.

A Decision on the application of the Inhabit-

ants of Montreal respecting the Town wall.

by being postponed for the present. The appoint-
ment of a Bishop for the two Canadas which is

immediately about to take place and the introduc-
tion of a more numerous body of protestant
clergy into the province whatever be the conse-
quences of such a measure will pave the way for

such a foundation and secure its success by secur-
ing a suitable and corresponding supply of learning
and science from those who are to guide and direct
it.

Is not Lord Amherst concerned in these Estates?
If ever they should become vested in the Crown,
they will of course be applied to public uses and
institutions.

The subject has been long in dependence before
the Privy Council and it is my intention immedi-
ately to urge the business being finally arranged.
This is necessary, not only on account of the
Interest of the Publick which Your Lordship
adverts to, but likewise on account of the claims of

Lord Amherst, which in justice to His Lordship
ought no longer to be delayed.

Ohservation-s.

I am of opinion that no Decision can take place
on the question contained in the 11th suggestion in

its present stage.

By the first of the Minutes here mentioned it

appears that the claims of the Seminary were
referred to the Council by Lord Dorchester.

In the second the parties discuss the right and
produce their proofs, are answered by the Attor-
ney and Solicitor General and reply, but no report
is made by the Council. It will be first necessary
to have such report in order that the same may be
referred to the King in Council, with whom it is

presumed Mill rest the final Decision.
With respect to the erection of a College, I

have already remarked that it will be better
deferred until the appointment of a Bishop and a
more general Establishment of the Church of

England and above all until the Crown Lands
become productive in such a degree at least, as

may render effectual the appropriation of such a
fund as shall arise therefrom for so important an
object.

Ohserrations.

A reference appears already to have been made
upon the subject of the 12th suggestion to the

proper Department, viz. : The Treasury, and no
answer has yet been given by that Board. I think
it however probable the request will not be com-
plied with, for from the Naval Officer's represen-

tation against it there seems good reason to con-

clude that illicit practices would certainly be the

consequences of Vessels passing Quebec without
entry.

Ohnerixttiowt.

I am clearly of opinion that the application

should be complied with as to taking away the
town wall, but as to the other part of the appli-

cation of the petitioners, viz. : An extension of
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It was enclosed in No. 6 to Lord Grenville of

the 24th October, 1789.

The wall is useless as a Fortification, it is fall-

ing to pieces and has been presented by the Grand
Jury as a nuisance, endang ring the lives of the
Inhabitants. The materials are exposed to the de-

predation of Individuals, which cannot be pre-

vented.

Xote 14.

The Culture of Hemp.

vSee No. 17 to Lord Grenville of the 6th March,
1790.

The measures taken for the encouragement of

this Article are retarded in their operation by the
ignorance of the people how to raise and prepare
it for use, as also by the want of Seed.
The seed sent out from Great Britain has hitherto

failed. It is supposed that fresh seed, suitable to

the country, may he had from the Northern States
of America.
A person or persons from Russia, or some other

Hemp Country, to instruct the Canadians would
promote the design.

Note 15.

An Alteration of the new Canada Act, in respect
to the Dis(jualification of those Canadians, who
though absent at the Cession, have been residents
of the Province for more than seven years.

Several members c^ the Upper and Lower House
are supposed to be actually under this Disqualifi-

cation.

Note 16.

A law has been passed in Upper Canada by the
new Legislature, which changes the toll of Millers
from one-fourteenth to one-twelfth.

One-fourteenth has hitherto been, and still con-
tinues, in Lower Canada, to be considered a toll

fully sufficient for the Miller. If this Act is once
assented to by the King, it may l)e difficult, how-
ever hard upon the people, ever to procure a re-

peal, on account of the preponderance of the great
Land and Mill holders, which will always exist in
the Legislative Council.

their present possessions. Your Lordship will first

ascertain as well as it can be done on the spot
whether they have the right claimed by them or
not. If it appears that they have there is an end
of the question ; if they have not Your Lordship
may then grant the extension either in all cases,
or in such only as you shall in your own judgment
think proper and accordingly as the ground in
question appears to you to l>e useful or not for
public purposes.

Observafioiif.

A person was sent by Mr. VVhitworth from
Russia for this purpose and would have proceeded
to Quebec, but there being from several circum-
stances, reason to think him ignorant of the busi-
ness, I think of sending a few labourers from this
country who have boen used to the culture of
Hemp ; fresh seeds have been directed to be sent
and communication has been had on the subject
with some of the agricultural society.

Ohneriafioiis.

From the report of His Majesty's Law Officers
on this point it is a matter of great doubt whether
relief can be gi\'en by any Act of the Parliament
of (ireat Britain. One thing is, however, clear
that the right of the several persons to the seats
to which they have been elected in the Assembly
and summoned to the Legislative Council must be
determined by the mode of proceeding prescribed
by the late Canada Act for trying the same and,
therefore it seems highly adviseable to see first

what these Decisions will be and upon what prin-
ciples they are founded, before any further step
is taken herein. Such Decisions may be against
the Disqualification supposed to exist and so far
be declared of the Law in future, in which case
no alteration will be necessary.

(Additional) : I enclose Your Lordship a copy
of the report of his Majesty's Law Officers upon
the subject of the 15th suggestion, by which it

appears that it is a matter of some doubt and
difficulty in what manner and by what means the
difficulty you have stated, should it ultimately be
found to exist, is to be obviated.

Obsen^tioTUi.

It appears to me that the Act mentioned in
Your Lordship's last suggestion is objectionable.
Such an additional Tax affecting agriculture in

an infant state is I conceive inexpedient, but the

'

determination thereupon rests with His Majesty
in Council to whom I transmit Your Lordship's
opinion.
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NOTE C.

NORTH-WESTERN EXPLORATIONS.
No. 1.—LIEUTENANT-GOVEENOE HAMILTON TO LOED SYDNEY.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 24-2, p. 403.)

Quebec, 6th June, 1785.

My Lord,—I have the honour to enclose the copy of a memorial to His Excel-
lency, General Haldimand, presented to him by the merchants trading to the North-
West, also their memorial to myself solliciting an exclusive Trade for a limited time.

If it may be allowed me to suggest what occurs to me on this business, however
monopolies may be in general prejudicial to commerce ; I must think that were the
Indian Trade suddenly laid open to greedy and needy adventurers, the returns

might be very great for a short period, but the Indians would be drowned in rum,
and, exclusive of that consideration, it would be the occasion of endless quarrels, and
bloodshed must be the consequence.

The pretensions of the first discoverers will have their just weight with your
Lordship, I shall therefore decline saying anything upon that head.

The enclosed plan No. 1, shews the communication from Lake Ontario to Lake
Huron by Lake la Clie. No. 2 shews Mr. Pond's discoveries laid down in the best

manner a short time would permit.

All which shall be pursued upon the signification of your Lordship's approba-
tion, or abandoned in consequence of the orders I may hope to receive, all which is

submitted to the judgment of your Lordship with all possible deference and respect.

I have the honour to be.

My Lord,
Your ever obedient and most humble servant,

HENEY HAMILTON.
Benjamin Frobisher's remarks on the proposed communication accompany this.

The Eight Honourable Lord Sydney.

No. 2.—MBMOEIAL OF THE NOETH-WEST COMPANY.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 24-2, p. 405.)

To His Excellency Frederick Haldimand, Captn. General and Commander in Chief
in and over the Province of Quebec and the Territories thereon depending,
Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c.

The memorial of the North-West Company, Humbly sheweth :

That the Company from the Boun^^ary described in the late treaty of Peace being

apprehensive the United States would avail themselves of every means in their

power to dispos!»ess them of their Trade to the North West, from being entitled to an
equal, if not an exclusive right to the Grand Portage on Lake Superior and the water
•communication to the extent of Lake du Bois : Have at their own Expence and with
the approbation of your Excellency, sent off from the North side of Lake Superior

in the month of June last. Two persons on whom they can depend, accompanied
by six Canadians, to attempt the discovery of another passage, North of the line of

Boundary, to the Eiver Ouinipique, and from the information your Memorialists have
since received from them, they have every reason to expect that this passage, so

much to be wished for, will be discovered and found practicable; which will elfec-

tually secure that valuable branch of the Furr trade to this Province.
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That exclusive of this great Object, your Memorialists have in view another dis-

covery of greater magnitude, which is that of exploring at their own Expence, be-

tween the latitudes of 55 and 65, all that tract of country extending west of the

Hudson's Bay to the North Pacific Ocean ; of which surveys shall be taken so far as

it may be practicable, and such surveys with remarks thereupon respecting the
nature of the Country, and the Elvers which discharge their waters into that sea be-

tween those latitudes, together with every other information that can be collected

from the natives, shall be laid before the King's Governor for this Province, to be
by him transmitted to his Majesty.

That the Company's Servants as before mentioned, are now actually employed in

the first of these discoveries ; And the latter, which must be considered as an object

desei'ving of every Encouragement from Government, they are ready to undertake
by such of their Servants, and other Persons who are qualified to carry their inten-

tions into execution.

That your Memorialists request your Excellency will be pleased to represent to

his Majesty's Ministers the value and importance of these discoveries ; and the pro-

priety of granting to the Company an exclusive right to the passage they may dis-

cover from the North side of Lake Superior to the River Ouinipique ; and also of the

Trade to the North-West either by that passage or by the present communication of

the Grand Portage for Ten Years only, as a reward for their services and in con-

sideration of their making these extensive and valuable Discoveries, at their own
expence.

Your Memorialists would not presume to ask for this exclusive Right of Trade to

the North- West, if it could prove injurious to Individuals, or hurtful to this Province
in general ; but on the contrary, they are the only persons who have any Interest or
connection in that Country; consequently no one can bo injured by it; while it will

give them the opportunity of making the discoveries they propose, and pursuing the

most proper measures suggested by long experience to supply the natives abundantly
with every necessary they require, by which only, and a well regulated system in that
long chain of connections, the North-West Business is capable of being extended.

Your Memorialists therefore request, that until his Majesty's pleasure is known,
that your Excellency will be pleased to suspend the granting of passes for the Grand
Portage, or the mssage they are attempting to discover from the North side of Lake
Superior to the River Ouinipique, should they be applied for ; And that you will be
pleased to signify the same to the Officer commanding at Michilimakinak, to the
end that no person may have cause to complain under a pretence of having property
in the Country, if the Company should obtain for the Considerations now laid before

your Excellency an exclusive right to the Trade from Lake Superior to the North-
West.

Your Memoralists pray your Excellency will take the merit of their Memorial
into your consideration, and that you will be pleased to recommend to his Majesty's

Ministers to grant to the North-West Company (of which your Memorialists are the

Directors) an exclusive privilege of Trade from Lake Superior to that Countrj' for

Ten Years only, as a reward for discovering a new passage to the River Ouinipique,

and thereby effectually securing to this Province the Furr Trade to the North-West.
And in consideration also, of exploring at their own expence between the latitudes

of 55 and 65, all that Tract of Country West of Hudson's Bay to the North Pacific

Ocean, and communicating to Government such Surveys and other information

respecting that Country as it may be in their power to obtain.

And your Memorialists as in duty bound will every pray, &c., &c.

BENJ. & JOS. FROBISHER,
Directors of the North-West Company.

Montreal, 4th October, 1Y84.

6a—DD
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No, 3.—BENJAMIN AND JOSEPH FEOBISHBE TO GENEEAL HALDIMAND.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 24-2, p. 409.)

Montreal, 4th October, 1784.

Sir,—We beg to lay before your Excellency for your Consideration the enclosed

Memorial on the subject of the trade to the North-West; to which we request your
Excellency will permit U3 to add a few remarks respecting the rise and progress of

that Business at different periods, since the Conquest of this Country, and state to

your Excellency the nature and extent of it, and the Advantages which will Arise,

not only to the Proprietors, but to this Province in general, from a well regulated

System in conducting it.

The first adventurer went from Michilimakinak in the year I'ISS. The Indians

of Lake La Pluye having then been long destitute of Goods, stop't and plundered
his Canoes, and would not suffer him to proceed further. He attempted it again the

year following, and met with the same bad Fortune. Another attempt was made in

the year 176*7 ; they left Goods at Lake Pluye to be traded with the Natives, who per-

mitted them to proceed with the remainder; and the Canoes penetrated beyond Lake
Ouinipique.

From this period the Trade of that Country was attempted by other Adventurers
with various success, and we were among the number in the year 1769, when we
formed a connection with Messrs. Todd & McGill of Montreal, for the purpose of

carrying on the Business, but the Indians of Lake La pluye, still ungovernable and
rapacious, plundered our Canoes, and would not suffer any part of our Goods to be

sent further. Before we could be acquainted with this misfortune, our Goods for the

year following were at the Grand Portage, and we were then too far engaged to hesi-

tate for a moment, A second attempt was made in which we were more successful.

Our Canoes reached Lake Bourbon, and thenceforward we were determined to per-

severe. Taught however by experience that separate Interests were the Bane of that

Trade we lost no time to form with those Gentlemen, and some others, a Company,
and having men of Conduct and Abilities to conduct it in the Interior Country, the

Indians were soon abundantly supplied and being at the same time well treated,

New Posts were discovered as early as the year 1774, which to the French were
totally unknown : And had we not been interrupted by new adventurers, the public

in the course of a few years would have been well acquainted with the value and ex-

tent of that CountrjT-, of which even at this time, our knowledge is very imperfect.

These Adventurers consulting their own Interest only, without the least regard to

the management of the Natives, and the general welfare of the Trade ; soon occasioned
such disorder, that those who had the most substantial prospects, lost no time to

withdraw their property, since which this Business tho' not altogether neglected,

has been carried on under great disadvantages occasioned by a variety of Interests,

sometimes partially, and at other times totally unconnected with each other; inso-

much that at the latter end of the year 1782, those who had persevered were no
more than Twelve in number, and being convinced by long experience, of the advan-
tages that would arise from a general Connection, not only calculated to secure and
promote their mutual Interests, but also to guard against any encroachments of the
United States on the line of Boundary, as ceded to them by treaty from Lake Superior
to Lake du Bois—They entered upon and concluded Articles of Agreement, under the
title of the North-West Company, of which we were named the Directors, dividing it

into sixteen shares ; of which each proprietor holds a certain number proportionate to

the Interest he then had in the Country. And to prove to the world, that they have no
Views but what are directed to extend that Business, and promote the Commercial
Interest of the Province, it is expressly ordered in the Thirty-second Article that

their Agreement for the purpose of carrying on a Trade to the North-West, shall be
registered at the Secretaries Office for this Province at Quebec, for the Inspection of

the public.
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Their first object was to prepare the necessary supplies and provide against any
interruption to their business from the United States, by discovering another passage
from Lake Superior to the river Ouinipique, at least 40 Leagues distant from the
American line, at the Lake of the Woods, to secure at all events a Communication
with the JSTorth-West. Having every reason to expect from the line to be drawn as

explained in the late treaty ofPeace, that they would soon be dispossessed of the Grand
Portage, situated at the North -West extremity of Lake Superior, which is the only
part of that Country where there is a possibility of getting to the Water Communi-
cation which leads to Lake du Bois, and thenceforward to every part of the Country
beyond it; from which Your Excellency will perceive the Grand Portage is the Key
to that part of British America; and should the United States be ptit in possession

before another passage is discovered, that valuable Branch of the Furr Trade must be
forever lost to this Province. Urged by these reasons the Company lost no time
in procuring the best information of the Country; and early in June last, they
actually sent off from the North side of Lake Superior a Canoe with Provisions only,

navigated by six Canadians under the direction of Mr. Edward Umfreville, who has
been Eleven Years in the Service of the Hudson's Bay Company and Mr. Venance St.

Germain; both of them men who speak the Language of the Natives and who are
in other respects very well qualified to execute the Company's intentions.

Their Instructions were to proceed to Lake Alempigon and thence in a West
direction by the best Eoad for the Transportation of Goods in Canoes to the Eiver
Ouinipique at, or as near as may be to the Portage de L'Isle, and by Letters received
from them at Lake Alempigon 30th June, it appears they had met with innumer-
able difficulties from the want of Indian Guides, but they had then one who had
undertaken to conduct them to Lake Eturgeon and they express'd the most sanguine
hopes of getting forward from thence to the River Ouinipique. The Company have no
accounts of them since that period, and as all their Canoes are now returned from the

Grand Portage, they cannot until the next year give your Excellency any further
information concerning this discovery.

The Inland Navigation from Montreal, by which the North-West business is

carried on, is perhaps the most extensive of any in the known World, but is only
practicable for Canoes on account of the great number of Carrying places. To give
your Excellency some Idea of which, there aie upwards of ninety from Montreal to

Lake du Bois only, and many of them very long ones.

Two setts of men are employed in this business, making together upwards of

500 ; one half of which are occupied in the transport of Goods from Montreal
to the Grand Portage, in Canoes of about Four Tons Burthen, Navigated by 8 to

10 men, and the other half are employed to take such goods forward to evei-y Post
in the intei-ior Country to the extent of 1,000 to 2,000 miles and upwards, from
Lake Superior, in Canoes of about one and a-half Ton Burthen, made expressly for

the inland service, and navigated by 4 to 5 men only, according to the places of
their destination.

The large Canoes from Montreal always set off' early in May, and as the Pro-
visions they take with them are consumed by the time they reach Michilimakinac,
they are necessitated to call there, merely to take in an additional Supply, not only
for themselves but also for the use of the Canoes intended for the Interior Country
and the Consumption of their servants at the Grand Portage, but as these Canoes are
not capable of cariying the whole of such Provisions it thence becomes necessary to

have a Vessel or Boats upon Lake Superior for that Transport only, and the utmost
dispatch is required that everything may be ready in point of time to send off their

supplies for the Interior Country, for which purpose the Goods, Provisions and every-

thing else required for the Outfits of the year, must be at the Grand Portage early

in July ; for the cariying place being at least Ten Miles in length. Fifteen days are

commonly spent in this Service, which is performed by the Canoemen, who usually
leave the west end from the 15th July to the 1st August, according to the distance
of th6 places they are intended for.

Their general loading is two-thirds Goods and one-third Provisions, which not
being sufficient for their subsistence until they reach winter Quarters, they must and

6a—DD^
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always do, depend on the Natives they occasionally meet on the Eoad for an Additional
Supply; and when this fails which is sometimes the case they are exposed to every
misery that it is possible to survive, and equally so in returning from the Interior

Country, as in the Spring provisions are generally more Scanty. In winter Quarters,

however, they are at ease, and commonly in plenty, which only can reconcile them
to that manner of life, and make them forget their Sufferings in their Annual Voyage
to and from the Grand Portage.

We have taken the liberty to mention these matters so minutely to your
Excellency to demonstrate how precarious that business is, and to show the

impossibility of carrying it on to any extent in opposite Interests, without manifest

ruin to some of the parties concerned and the destruction of the Trade. While on
the contrary, by a well regulated System in that long and precarious chain of connec-
tions which a Company alone can establish and execute, every Advantage may be

derived for discovery and improvement.
The present Company have accordingly adopted the most proper measures to

answer those ends, and have entered upon the Business with a determined Spirit, to

supply the Natives plentifully with every necessary they require which is the only
sure means to extend it and to obtain a perfect knowledge of the Country, so far as

it may be done without interfering with the Commercial rights of the Hudson's Bay
Company, which on all occasions they will carefully avoid.

The property the Company have already in that Country, exclusive of their

Houses and Stores, and the different Posts, as appears by the settlement of their

Accounts this present year Amounts to the sum of £25,303.3.6 Currency; and their

Outfits for the next Spring which will be sent from Montreal as soon as the

Navigation is open, will not fall much short of that sum so that the Company will

have an Interest at the Grand Portage in July next of about £50,000, original Cost,

in Furrs, to be sent to Montreal by the retui-n of their Canoes, and in goods for the

Interior Country, from which your Excellency may judge of what may be expected
from that Trade, when in our power by an exclusive Eight for Ten Years to explore
the Country and extend it.

We beg your Excellency's pardon for troubling you with this long detail, we
have done it merely to give your Excellency the best information respecting a Trade
which, is hardly known, and still less understood, except by those who have been in

that Country, requesting your Excellency will take this letter in support of their

Memorial, into your consideration, and extend to the Company your Favour and Pro-
tection, to obtain for them An Exclusive Right to the Trade of the North-West, on the
Conditions stated in the Prayer of their said Memorial to Your Excellency.

We have the Honour to be with the utmost respect in behalt of the North-West
Company,

Your Excellency's,

Most obedt. and
Most hbl. servts..

To His Excellency, BENJN. & JOS. FROBISHER.
General Haldimand,

Quebec.

No. 4.-MEM0EIAL OF PETER POND.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 24—2, p. 418.)

To the Honourable Henry Hamilton, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Province of Quebec and Territories thereof in America
&c., &c.

The Memorial of Peter Pond, on behalf of the North-West Company, in which
he is Partner,

Humbly Sheweth,

That Benjamin & Joseph Frobisher Directors of the North-West Company,
presented a Memorial to His Excellency, General Haldimand, in the month of October
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last, proposing in the name of all the Persons concerned, to undertake certain . dis-

coveries ; And pi-aying for such piiviledges and protection from Government, as

would enable them to carry their proposals into execution, and indemnify them for

the toil and expence of such an arduous and extensive undertaking:—As will more
fully appear by a copy of the said Memorial, which I am directed by the Company
to lay before Your Honour, together with a letter which accompanied it.

His Excellency General Haldimand was pleased to receive the Memorial with
great Attention, and gave the strongest Assurances that he would represent the
importance of the plan therein proposed to His Majesty's Ministers ; and give it every
suppoi't in his power in Order that it might take place.

Your Memorialist begs leave to Assure Your Honour, that the persons connected
in the North-West Company are able and willing to accomplish the important dis-

coveries proposed in their Memorial to His Excellency General Haldimand
;
pro-

vided they meet with due encouragement from Government ; having men among
them who have already given proof of their genius & unwearied industry, in

exploring those unknown regions as far as the longitude of 128 degrees West of
London ; as will appear by a Map with remarks upon the Country therein laid down,
which 3'our Memorialist had lately the Honour of laying before you, for the informa-
tion of Government: And the Company will procure at its own expence, such
Assistants as may be found necessary, to pursue the work already begun ; until the
whole extent of that unknown country between the latitudes of Fifty-four & Sixty-

Seven to the North Pacific Ocean, is thoroughly explored; and during the progress
of this enterprize the Company will engage to transmit from time to time to His
Majesty's Governor of this province, for the information of Government, correct
Maps of those Countries, and exact account of their Nature and productions, with
remarks upon everything useful or curious, that may be met with in the prosecution
of this plan.

Your Memorialist humbly begs leave to inform Your Honour, that he has had
possitive information from the Natives, who have been on the Coast of the North
Pacific Ocean, that there is a trading Post already established by the Eussians; and
yDur Memorialist is credibly informed that Ships are now fitting out from the
United States of America, under the command of Experienced sea-men (who accom-
panied Captain Cook in his last Voyage) in order to establish a Furr trade upon the
North-West Coast of North America, at or near to Prince William's Sound, and if the

late Treaty of Peace is adhered to respecting the Cession of the Upper Posts, the
United States will also have an easy access into the North-West by way of the Grand
Portage. From these Circumstances Your Memorialist is humbly of opinion, that

this branch of trade will very soon fall a prey to the enterprizes of other Nations, to

the great prejudice of His Majesty's Subjects, unless some means are speedily used
to prevent it. It, therefore, becomes necessary for Govei-nment to protect and
encoui-age the North-West Company in the earliest prosecution of the proposed plan

;

in order that trading posts may be settled & connections formed with the Natives,
all over that Country, even to the Sea Coast; by which means so firm a footing may
be established as will preserve that Valuable ti-ade from falling into the hands of

other powers; and under proper management it may certainly in a short time be so

extended as to become an object of great importance to the British Nation, &
highly advantageous to this Mutilated Province.

Your Memorialist therefore humbly Prays that Your Honour will be pleased
to recommend the Memorial of the North-West Company to His Majesty's Min-
isters, in the strongest manner, as a plan which will be productive of the great National
Advantages ; And that you will give it all the support in your power, in Order to ob-

tain for the Company an exclusive right to the trade to the North-West of Lake
Superior for the Space of Ten Years only as a reward for the toil & expence of such
an Arduous and public Spirited Enterprize,—And in the meantime, Your Memorialist
humbly requests, that Your Honour will be pleased to Suspend the Granting of Passes
to the Grand Portage, to any person or Persons not concerned in the North-West
Company, if any such, should be apply'd for; And that Your Honour will signify
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Your pleasure in this respect to the Commanding Officer at Michilimackinac, to the

end, that no Opposition may be formed against the Company by new Adventurers,

until His Majesty's pleasure is known.
And Your Memorialist as in duty bound will ever pray, &c.

PETER POND,
On behalf of ^' N. W. Co.

Quebec 18th April 1785.

No. 5.—BENJAMIN FROBISHEE TO HON. HENEY HAMILTON.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 24—2, p. 423.)

Montreal 2nd May 1785.

Sir,—I have the Honour of your letter of the 2l8t ulto., acquainting me with

the directions you have given about the St. Pauls Bay Malady, & the precautions

you have taken to prevent the spreading of so fatal a disorder in different parts of the

Province, in which the North-West has not escaped your Attention, for which permit
me to return you my most sincere thanks; at the same time I have the pleasure to

acquaint you, that I do not believe the Company has one person in the Service in the

North-West afflicted with that disorder, at least if they may be allowed to Judge from
appearances, they are nevertheless exceedingly obliged to you for your attention,

and should they perceive the least Symptom of that disorder among any of the men,
they send from hence this present year, Your Honour may be assured they will

not be suffered to leave LaChine, and that I will be attentive to report them to

Doctor Silby, who is my Intimate Friend, and is in every way qualified as a profes-

sional man to attend to such objects as may offer within this district.

I have communicated your letter to Mr. Pond, who desires me to return you
his most gratefuU thanks for Your attention and good wishes, and that he will take

the utmost care of the medecines you have ordered Mr. Bowman to send him for the

relief of such Persons as may have symptoms of that disorder in the Interior

Country.
Since I had the Honour to receive your letter of the 10th March, I have made

every enquiiy in my power, not only in Town but in different parts of the Country,

respecting the practibility of a communication from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron,
and am sorry to say, all my endeavours to acquire some knowledge of it are far from
being satisfactory.

I have seen several persons who have gone from hence to Lake Huron by the

carrying place of Torronto, but have only met with one who sot out from the Bay of

Kentie, and that so far back as the year 1761, and the knowledge he seems to have

of the Country he travelled thro' I consider as very imperfect. I have, however,

laid it down in the inclosed Sketch, more to shew that there is such a Road, than any
opinion I have of its being Correct. I am told the Lands from the Bay of Kentie to

Lake La Clio abound with good Wood and are generally fit for Cultivation; there are

several Villages of the Mississagues on different parts of that Road who raise Indian

Corn and other grain, and whose friendship it will be necessary to Cultivate, if upon
survey it should be found practicable but if I may rely on information, there is very

little probability of establishing in that quarter a Communication for Boats or Large
Canoes on account of the Water being generally very shallow between the different

Lakes, except in the Spring, and even then it is described to me, as being insufficient

for large Canoes, not to mention the Carrying Places, which are Six or Seven in

Number to reach Lake LaClie, and I am told three of them are near three leagues

in length ; I am however informed that to the distance of the Rice, or the folle

avoine lake, from the Bay of Kentie, there is plenty of water for Boats of any
Burthen. From all these circumstances as related to me, I judge a Communication
that way without paying any regard to the Carrying places, to be from the want of
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water totally impracticable, however as I believe there is no man in the Country
capable of giving any certain information about it, I think a Project that holds out

so many advantages to the Province at large ought not to be relinquished until it is

found upon Survey, to be as represented really impracticable, and should that be

the Case, the next object that offers to Introduce a Communication between the two
Lakes is the Carrying place ofTorronlo, which from the Ontario side to Lake Huron
in a direct line, is do more than 100 miles, and by Water it does not exceed 160

—

That is, Torronto, 45 miles. Lake La Clie, 37, thence to Lake Huron over Land, 18

;

or by the River as laid down in the enclosed sketch about 70. I am told that Lake
La Clie will admit of the Navigation of small Yessels, and there is no want of Water
in the river already mentioned, that runs from it, into Lake Huron, but it seems
there are in it several Falls of Water, which with other obstructions occasions Six

or Seven carrying places, all of them short ones—large Canoes have gone up and
down it at different times, but am told it is not practicable for Boats until some of

the carrying places are levelled so as to get them over upon rollers. To avoid this

river there is no other way of getting to Lake Huron from Lake La Clie, but by a

road overland as before described of about 18 miles some parts of which are low
Marshy Grounds of a considerable extent so that embrasing every object for the

purpose of Establishing a sure and short Communication between the two Lakes, I

am of opinion from the present knowledge we have of the Country, it can only be

accomplished by the Carrying place of Torronto to Lake La Clie, and thence down
the river to Lake Huron, and tho' the length of land Can-iage will be very great,

yet as it is in a fine Country, and the Lands as I am told exceedingly good, it would
requiie very little encouragement from Government to have it settled ; and provided

the lands on the Carrying place are granted in small lots and not in large Tracts to

opulent Propi'ietors, we may expect in a high state of Cultivation, in which case,

Carriages will not be wanting, under proper regulations to Insure at a moderate
rate a speedy Transport.

These Sir are my sentiments, until we are better informed of the nature of the

Communication from the Bay of Kentie to Lake LaClie, and let what will be the

Event of that Survey, I conceive there is a necessity for Establishing the Carrying
place of Torronto as speedily as possible as in the course of a very few Years the

settlers from their vicinity, and facility of Transport to Lake Huron would be in

a situation to supply the Provisions that are wanted by the Traders for the Northern
Countries, which under the most precarious circumstances, such as the failure of

Crops &c. they have hitherto been obliged to procure from Detroit, and should the

United States be put in possession of the Posts, their situation will be stil more pre-

carious, as the Americans will have it in their power to injure or Euin every Man
from this part of the Province, who depends on receiving his Provisions from that

Settlement, from which and other reasons needless to enumerate, I submit to Your
Honour the propriety of encouraging also, Farmers to take up lands on the North
side of Lake Huron, at such places as will admit of Cultivation, particularly in

the river Tessalone, all of which collectively will facilitate the procuring of Provis-

ions, and give the Traders from hence a manifest Superiority over their American
Neighbours. On the other hand we must also consider the advantages that would
arrise from so ready a Communication with Lake Huron, which while it extends,

and adds strength and Security to our Frontier (if I may be allowed the expression)

will with the other settlements afford effectual Protection to the Natives between the

Two Lakes, who are Mississagues and some Tribes of the Chippawas, from whence I

conceve there will be no difficulty in making the purchase, more especially as I

believe their best hunting Lands are at some distance from the Tract that would be

chosen for the purpose of establishing an entercourse of Transport between the

two Lakes.

The present road by the Ottawa river & the communication now in prospect

will not admit of a comparison with each other the first is most eminently dangerous

for the Transport ofGoods, from the number ofCataracts, and the length and rapidity of

the river, not to mention the Carrying Places, which from hence to Lake Huron, are
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upwards of Forty in number, over which the Canadians carry the Goods & Canoes
occasionally, and it is to their dexterity alone and the knowledge they have of the
management of Canoes in this particular Branch of the Inland business, that so few
accidents happen, whereas Boats of about the same burthen are navigated by half
the number of men, and for their service they are always to be had on more easy
Terms than for the other, as it requires a greater degree of Experience, and which
nothing can give them but that of being constantly employed in that business. I
shall not pretend to estimate the difference of Expence in the Transport, as I do not
see it can be done with any degree of exactness until the other Communication
is Established; however in the meantime to give Your Honour some idea of what it

may be, I must acquaint You that by the Ottawa Eiver, it is generally estimated at

about twenty per cent on the Canoes assorted for the Trade, but in Cases of sending
Provisions or other Articles of little value here, the Freight to Michilimakinac on
every Package of One hundred pounds in weight is about Fifty, and from that to

Sixty Livres, and to the Grand Portage from Eighty to Ninety.
If these hints and the Sketch I Enclose you can be of any service, I shall think

myself very happy in having laid them before You.
I have the honour to be,

most respectfully,

Sir, Your obedient and most humble servant,

BENJ. FROBISHBE.
The Honble. Henry Hamilton Esq.

No. 6.—JAMES McGILL TO HON. HENEY HAMILTON.

(Ganadian Archives, Series Q., FoZ. 25,^. 111.)

Montreal 1st August 1785.

Dear Sir,—In my last respects I partly anticipated yours of the 29th, relative

to the probability of the trade to the part (post?) of Detroit & its dependencies
falling soon into the hands of the Americans were private vessels permitted on the
lakes at present, anything further which I may observe will be almost a repetition
or perhaps setting the matter in a clearer point of view.

You will be good enough to remark that the Upper Country trade in General, as
now carried on from this place is extended as far South as the mouth of the Ohio to
the Westward as far as the Elvers falling from that side of the Mississippi will carry
Canoes, including from the Eiver of in Latitude 33° S to the sources of
the Mississippi & to the North-west as far as Lake ArabaskSa including the whole
North side of Lake Huron & Superior, the Yalue of the whole I esteem at £180,000
Cui-rency for sake of statement & I believe that I am not £20,000 on either side of
the reality—£100,000 value I think is brought from the Country now within the
Amei'ican Line as fix'd by the late treaty of Peace ; the other £80,000 I consider as
being within oui- own Line. If this statement is nearly just & I am satisfied to risk
my reputation upon it as a merchant, the question will be, whether the Americans
are likely to take away any part of our trade when they shall have got possession of
the posts & have Vessels on the lakes or whether we are not more likely by having
posts on the same Lakes & Yessels to interfere with them.

For my own part I am clearly of opinion that it must be a very longtime before
they can even vinter (venture ?) on the smallest part of our trade for the little that
is to be had in the tract of Country lying between Lakes Ontario, Erie and Huron
as South Boundaries, & the Ottawa Eiver, lake Nipissing & its discharge into
Lake Huron as Northern Boundaries, can only be obtained by traders going up the
different Elvers which water that tiact of Country, there passing the Winter &
trading with the Indians. And this can only be done in Birch Canoes, which will

require them a long time to become accustomed to, exclusive of the Legal impediment
of trading in a country to which they ai-e Aliens. The same reasons are applicable
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to the trade on the North shores of Huron & Superior & the North-West trade, in

ray opinion for some contest that the Grand Portage is within the American line,

but to us it does not appear ver}'^ certain, or if it were, it is of no great moment with
regard to the N. W. Ti-ade ; for a new road has been discovered from the Lake of

or Nipigan, which runs to the N. of Wood Lakes and falls into the discharge
of that Lake (which is commonly known by the Name of the Eiver) at the
distance of fifty Leagues from its N. W. termination. It was gone over last Summer
& found to be more practicable than the Road from the Grand Portage now in use.

These Circumstances being considered, what are the reasons that could induce the
traders from this Country to dispose of their fine furrs which are got within our
lines ! Will the Americans pay a higher price for them than can be obtained in

London ? No ! And were they desirous of tempting with a higher offer, No man in

his sences would trust to them, and surely the}'^ cannot carry up money to buy them,
besides it is well known that were these fine furrs to fall into their hands in any
quantity they must send them to England for a market as amongst themselves the

consumption is very trifling. We may therefore infer that there is little probability

of the xlmericans rivaling us soon in the tract which legally belongs to the Province
were the}'^ even allowed a free Competition.

It remains to consider how far we may interfere with the trade within their

line and by what means, should the Americans under pain of confiscation prohibit all

British Subjects from trading in the Indian Country within their Line. I make no
doubt that the greatest part of the traders who are now at Detroit will become
American Subjects, because they will thereby keep in their hands the trade they at

present pursue, for I am of opinion that the Americans by Establishing a very few
posts on the South of Lake Erie might hinder smuggling in any great degree but at

the same time if we can afford Goods at Detroit cheaper than they can & are

enabled to give better prices for furrs and Peltries, the traders on their side will

fall on means to do bussines with us even at Detroit, notwithstanding any regulations

they may make to the contrary. That both these things may take place I am
pretty confident, for we can without doubt transport Goods to the Upper posts

cheaper than they can, provided we were allowed equal means of facility & by the
same reasoning we can bring down Peltries at less expence. Such being the case we
are more likely to be of Injury to their part of the trade than they are to ours, more
especially if it is considered that even when they were British Subjects & had
every facility & benefit in the whole of the Indian trade, there was not consumed
amongst themselves above halfof the Peltries they obtained, the other halfgoing home
to England as a remittance

; indeed except Deerskins which then formed their

chief article with some Beaver and Eacoons every other article was sent to England,
if therefore they are obliged to send them still in same manner, they can be on no
better footing at Albany than we are here, but rather worse as their expences to

bring the Peltries to that place would be greater than ours.

All then that Government has to do is to give every facility to the trade that is

possible, and I do not see a more certain means of conveniency and certainty than
b}'- allowing the merchants to have small decked vessels of their own, with them
they can be moraly certain of having their Goods at Market in June & July & their

Goods may be imported the same Year from England, which will save them from
leakage, imbesslement & wait of their property besides Interest of money which you
know is a dreadful moth if ones allowed to get to any head.

That these vessels should be under proper regulations is highly requisite, but

time must be allowed for digesting a proper System—the present is too bussy a season

besides I would not wish to attempt it alone and I would be also desirous of having a

more perfect local knowledge of Lake Erie than I now have before I venture on such

a task.

But whatever future regulations may be adopted, they do not relieve us from
our present distress, the last Information from Niagara is so late as the 16 of last

month at which time there were little if anything short of 100 Battoe Loads of Goods
to cross Lake Erie, besides from 30 to 40 at Cataraquoi mostly intended in the same
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way. That a considerable part of these will be got over this season is highly
probable, but unless measures are taken without any delay whatever to have them
transported speedily, it is to be apprehended that they may, as last year, arrive at

Detroit too late to admitt of being sent into the more interior Country amongst the
Indians, in which case fewer furrs will be got, for you will i-emark that the Indians
do not bring much of their Peltry to the Post, the traders must go up for it, they
must pass the Winter amongst them & supply them occasionally with Cloathing
Ammunition &c. Otherwise they hunt little and are not careful of their Peltry, The
measures which in my Opinion might be adopted without any great hindrance to the
Service or any great infraction of Orders would be to order ihat the four Vessels on
Lake Erie (so soon as Michilimackinac is supplied) do each of them make two trips to

Detroit with Merchants Goods, but that the second trip is not to exceed the 15th of
October at latest for the time of loading at Fort Erie, after which time they can
very easily make another which I should think will be more than sufficient to carry
provisions for one Year for the Garrison. And at the same time as there are three
or four small private vessels, that they may for this season be allowed to sail for

benefit of their owners under Command or Inspection of a King's Officer, so as to

prevent at all Events any smuggling whilst we hold the Indian tract exclusively.

If some such plan is not adopted, I fear that bad consequences will be the effects of
the present system. The traders will get dispirited and careless, they will even
wish for a change of Government in hopes of being bettered tho' they certainly
will be much worse; but such were their sufferings last Year with the untoward
prospect for the present one, that I feai* few goods will be ordered for the ensuing
or Houses of any deputation here found to execute them until this defect is remedied.
As this Letter is chiefly occasioned by the impediments to the Detroit trade, which I

have endeavoured to shew you may be removed without giving any encouragement
to the Americans therein, I have said nothing of the trade on the South side of
Lake Huron, Superior or to the W. of Michilimackinac, because it is carried on in

Canoes from hence, and therefore meets no Obstruction, nor will it be an easy matter
for the Americans to get any part of it, notwithstanding the Country is within their

line. In short I am decidedly of Opinion that no part whatever of the Trade belonging
to this Province by the treaty ofPeace is likely to fall into the hands of the Americans
but on the contrary that we may get a considerable part of theirs.

I am, Dear Sir,

Your affectionate & very Humble Servant,

JAMES McGILL.

P.S.—I must not omit mentioning that the merit of discovering the new route
to the ]Sr. W. belongs to Messrs. Benjamin & Jos. Frobisher who are the Directors of

an extensive trade to that Country, & had it explored in Order to secure that trade
to this Province in case it should be found that the Great Carrying Place falls within
the American Limits.

No. 7.—JAMES McGILL TO HUGH FINLAY.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 118.)

Montreal 8 August 1'785.

Dear Sir,—I see it is in vain to expect any relief to the Trade by the commun-
ication of the Lakes this season. I have letters from Niagara of 29th ulto.,

mentioning that part of the goods which had remained since last fall were still at

Fort Erie. Above one hundred & Twenty Battoe load have been sent up since the

Spring. Judge what must be the feelings of those who were largely concerned in

that business. I wish we could exchange Situations for a time with such persons as
were opposed to the sailing of Private Vessels on the Lakes, they would be clamorous
enough. I have done everything in my power to Obtain the redress necessary. I

owed to myself that Justice & still more so to our correspondents in England.



59

Whatever, therefore, may be the event I have not any blame to lay at my own door
& shall therefore patiently wait for it as a matter I cannot influence or prevent. I

am greatly Obliged to you for the trouble you have taken & am with much esteem,
My Dear Sir,

Your Affectionate Humble Servant,

JAMES McGILL,
Hugh Finlay Esq.

No. 8.~BENJAMIN FEOBISHEE TO HUGH FINLAY.

(^Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 119.)

Montreal 8th August 1*785.

Dear Sir,—I beg leave to trouble with the inclo8ed Memorial, which I request

you will present to His Honour the Lieutenant Governor. The Subject is Important
to the Gentlemen concerned in the North-West Business, and merits his Mature
Consideration.

I cannot describe to you my dear Sir the Expence and inconvenience we are

put to in that Bussiness in the transport of our Provisions, to remedy it in some
degree was the Occasion of Our Applying to Build a Vessel for Lake Superior, that

Plan having failed, whether from her Bulk, the Body of Water in the Eapid of St.

Marys the last Spring, or from other circumstances I do not know, we are now reduced
(as we have been since Lieut, Governor Sinclair took it in his head to Order down
the Falls the Vessels that were upon Lake Superior) to the Use of Boats and Canoes
only, which in the Bulky Article of Provisions is exceedingly expensive. This is

particularly Vexatious since we had a Vessel Built for the purpose which costs the
company an inconceivable Sum of Money, and which, from the present Orders not

suffering private Vessels to Navigate the Lakes must become useless to them unless

permission is Obtained to employ her in the transport of the Companys Provisions
from Fort Erie to Detroit and thence to St. Mary's. From the extension of the
North-West Business our wants are greater than they used to be, and those wants
must be supplied or the business must be dropped—To depend on receiving Time-
ously our Provisions by the King's vessels, would be Idle and Eidiculous in men who
the last Year and the present one have experienced every possible inconvenience
from it. This Spring particularly we had the advantage of loading the Beaver at

Detroit, and this with what we could get into the King's Vessels was not near
suflScient, and had it not been for a chance purchase part of our Goods that are now
far distant in the interior Country would probably this day have been at St. Mary's,
and after all there was not a gi'ain of Corn left there, lor our Canoes to take in on
their Eeturn, to bring them back to Montreal and in this predicament we must have
remained had not Lieut. Governor Hay taken upon him to sufler the Beaver to

return to St. Mary's with Corn for this necessary purpose. Judge then what our
Situation must be, and to what we must be exposed, if we are not allowed to Employ
the Beaver in the transport of our Provisions. Had she been got up the falls we
should have been under the same necessity that we are now, that is of requesting
the same permission for some of the Vessels Private property at Detroit that we now
solicit for our own. In a word all the Company wishes for is on any terms to be
left to the management of their own business & surely You will think this a
reasonable request. I should think the offer they make of her being commanded by
such pei-fion as His Honour the Lieutenant Governor may think fit to appoint, &
to be paid by the Company must obviate every diflSculty.

I am with great regard
Dear Sir, Yours very sincerely,

'^

BENJ. FEOBISHEE.
The Honble. Hugh Finlay Esq.
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No. 9,—MBMOEIAL OF BENJAMIN AND JOSEPH FROBISHEE TO LIEU-
TENANT GOVEENOE HAMILTON.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 25, p. 122.)

To the Honourable Henry Hamilton, Esq., Lieutenant Governor and Commander in

Chief of the Province of Quebec, &c. &c. &c.

The Memorial of Benjamin & Joseph Frobisher Directors of the North-West
Company,

Humbly Sheweth

:

That having represented to His Excellency General Haldimand the last fall

the diflficulties to which they were exposed in the Trant^port of their Provisions over
Lake Superior ; He was pleased to allow the Company to build at Detroit a small
Decked Vessel, for the purpose of getting her up the Falls of St. Mary's to be
employed on Lake Superior in that Transport.

That in consequence thereof, she was built upon the most approved plan to

answer the purpose for which she was intended measuring no more than Thirty-
four Feet Keel, Thirteen feet Beam, and Four feet Hold ; and notwithstanding the
smallness of her Size, she cost the Company as appears by the Accounts your
Memorialists have received no less than £1,843.13.2 York Currency.

That in the fullest confidence the said Vessel could with ease be got up the Falls

of St. Mary's, she was sent from Detroit in May last, but it is with the deepest regret

your Memorialists beg leave to acquaint Your Honour that when there it was Judged
impracticable to get her up and consequently she was sent back to Detioit, where
from the present Orders at that Post, not suttering private Vessels to Navigate upon
the Lakes, notwithstanding her value, she must necessarily be laid up, unless Your
Honour will be pleased to permit her to Navigate in the Company's Service, for the
Transport of their Provisions from Fort Ei'ie and Detroit to St. Mary's.

That your Memorialists in behalf of the North-West Company humbly submit to

"iour Honour the merit of their claim to this Indulgence. They are engaged in an
extensive business which cannot be carried on but by the most abundant Supply of

Provisions ; the whole of which they are under the necessity of purchasing in the

Environs of Fort Erie and at Detroit without having it in their power at present to

send them forward but by occasional Transport in the King's Vessels, and that only
to Michilimackanac, from whence a heavy expence is necessarily incurred to send
them to St. Mary's; where from the nature of their business it becomes necessary to

send during the Course of the Summer almost all the Provisions they will require

for the Year ensuing ; and if the Company have no means in their power for such
Transport, but on the Contrar}'- must depend on what they can Occasionally get
forward in the King's Vessels, Your Memorialists beg leave to assure Your Honour
that the Company cannot possibly cany on their Business.

Wherefore Your Memorialists pray Your Honour for the reasons before

Assigned that you will be pleased to suffer the North-West Company to

employ the small vessel called the Beaver intended for their Service on
Lake Superior, now at Detroit, to Transport their Provisions or other
Effects as often as occasion may require from Foj-t Erie to Detroit, and
thence to Michilimackanac and St. Marie's, commanded by such person
as you may please to appoint, to be paid by the Company, and that Your
Honour will be pleased to give the necessary Orders for that purpose.

And Your Memorialists as in Duty bound will ever pray.

BENJ. & JOS. FEOBISHEE.
MoN^AL 8th May 1785.
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No. 10.—LIEUTENANT-GOYEENOE HAMILTON TO BEIGADIER-GENEEAL
ST. LEGEE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 125.)

Quebec August 11th 1Y85.

Sir,—By this days post I have the honour to send you a copy of a Memorial
from the Merchants trading to the North-West.

I am sorry to give you repeated trouble on this occasion, but as it is not in my
power to give any determinate answer to these demands they must wait with patience

the result of the Ministers Mandates which may relieve them from their present
State of incertainty.—The demand for the Beaver appears to me very reasonable.

—

As we have both written to Lord Sydney on the subject of the Navigation of the
Lakes and as I shall forward this petition I hope the ultimatum may yet arrive this

Year, so that the Merchants may profit early in the next Season of the determination
of Government.

I have the honour to be,

Sir, Your very obedient sert.

HENEY HAMILTON.
To Brigadier-General St. Leqer.

No. 11.—LIEUTENANT-GOVEENOE HAMILTON.

Wrote to Lord Sydney on the 17th August, with copies of correspondence.
Those which relate to the North-West Trade are :

1. Eepresentations of the Traders at Detroit.

2. Letter from Lieut.-Governor Hay on the subject of the above.

3. Brigadier-General St. Leger's letter dated 15th August.
The others relate to Indian affairs. He adds :

" With regard to the affairs of the

Merchants, I need say nothing in addition to what Lieutenant-Governor Hay has
sayd in his letter, he being on the spot and by long experience a very competent
Judge of the nature and present state ofthe matter in question." (Canadian Archives,
Series Q. Vol. 25, p. 126.)

No. 12.—PETITION FEOM THE MEECHANTS OF DETEOIT.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 128.)

To the Honourable the Governor and Council of Quebec.

The Petition and Eepresentation of the Merchants of Detroit,

Sheweth.

That Your Petitioners with due difference & respect beg leave to represent, that

since Vessels of private property have been prohibited from navigating these Lakes
for the purpose of transporting Merchandize for the supply of this Country &c. and
since that service has been by express Order performed by the King's Vessels when
not wanted for Transporting Troops, Provisions & stores : Your Petitioners from
the number of these being altogether inadequate to both services, and since the

Eeduction ofthe Naval Establishment not more than would be necessary for the Mer-
cantile service alone have suffered Year after Year such unheard of Losses from this

Cause that they have now but too much Eeason to apprehend the total Euin of their

Affairs, by which not only the Merchants in Canada, but also those in England, to

whom from this Country there are immense sums still due, will be materially injured

if not altogether ruined.

Your petitioners most solemnly aflBlrm that they have for some Years past been
paying an Annual Interest of upwaitis ofThree Thousand seven Hundred pounds Sterl-

ing on the amount of Property detained on its way hither at Oarleton Island & on
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the Communication at Niagara ; & this as is obviously known proceeds from the

want of a sufficient Number of King's Vessels to transport the Goods destined for this

country, or a permission to Merchants Vessels to carry their own Property.

Your Petitioners further represent that though the King's Vessels have made
several Voyages to & from Fort Erie this season none of the Merchandize that have
remained in the Store Houses on the Communications above Niagara & Fort Brie

since last Fall and which amount to a very Considerable sum is yet arrived.

Your Petitioners have had the honour to transmit a Memorial through Lieut.

Gov. Hay to Colonel Hope requesting that the Gage which now lies here &
could as they are informed soon be got ready may be ordered to sail ; in this

Request Your Petitioners solicitously beg your approbation & support as a measure
tending to lessen their present misfortune and as affording them some temporary
relief.

Your Petitioners think it incumbent on them to make this general Eepresentatiou.

That from the Delays, Difficulties & Consequent Losses arising from the same (to

say nothing of the notorious and unparallelled Thefts that have been committed) that

have for some time attended the carrying on the Trade of this Upper Country owing
principally to the prohibition of Merchants Vessels from carrying their own Goods,

or the Want of a sufficient number of King's Vessels to transport without Embarrass-
ment & delay, the Merchandize necessary for the supply of this post & its Depend-
ances and for the carrying on the Fur Trade that Trade in general & this Branch in

particular, has been much circumscribed & of late nearly ruined ; that last year
jwing to the late arrival of such Goods as did reach this post, above One Thousand
packs of Furs and Peltry which used annually to be remitted to Detroit have this

Year from our Inability to supply the Traders in time been sent to New Orleans ; &
that upwards of Fifty of the Pettyaugers which left this place last Fall loaded with
jroods proper for the Indian Trade were from their late Departure frozen up before

they reached the places of their destination & that many Traders after a Fruitless

attendance returned unsupplied.

Your Petitioners solemnly declare that unless a speedy & effectual Eemedy is

devised there is the most well grounded Eeason to apprehend from the continued

Influence and Operation of these Evils that this valuable Branch of Commerce will be
driven into other Channels & together with the vast Sums still due be irretrievably

lost to Great Britain.

Your Petitioners therefore as a duty they owe to their Country, to those

to whom they are indebted & to themselves, & if possible to escape the impending
Euin with which they are threatened, do hereby make and subscribe this

Petition and Eepresentatiou, relying on Your Wisdom for an adequate Eedress; &
they as in Duty bound, shall ever pray.

Detroit, July 10th, 1785.

Alex. & Wm. Macomb, Meldrum & Park,
James Abbott, Sharp k Wallace,
Tous St. Pothier, Pollard & Mason,
Nathan Williams, Ant. Lasselle,
Leith & Shkpherd, John Martin,
Angus Mackintosh & Co., T. Williams & Co.,

WiLLiAxM Eobertson, Montague Trimble,
John Macpherson, McKillip & Jacob,
Geo. Forsyth, Wm. Pawling.
George Lyons,
Thos. Finchley,
Heward & McCarlan,
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No. 13.—LIEUTENANT-GOVEENOE HAY TO LIBUTENANT-GOVERNOE
HAMILTON.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 132.)

Detroit July 16th, 1Y85.

Sir,—At the request of the greatest part of the people in Trade at this place

I have the Honour to transmit the enclosed petition and representation, and in

justice to them cannot help assuring you, that I think their present Situation

alarming, and that if more Vessels are not employed by Government or permission
given for them to transport their property in Craft of their own, the trade of this

place will suffer very materially, & probably cause the fall of some of the first

houses concerned in supplying the Merchandize for this place; if not totally prevent
Great Britain from reaping the benefits heretofore arising from the sale of a great
quantity of her Manufactures. It is my humble opinion also that if the Merchandize
which is now on the way to this place, and which ma}' be Commissioned hereafter,

can be forwarded early enough to supply the trade of the Adjacent Country, as well

as many traders on the Mississippi (who cannot barter their furrs to so great
advantage to any as to our traders) the returns will encrease instead of diminishing,

of which I have already had the Honour to write you more circumstantially.

A Memorial to Colonel Hope is likewise gone down requesting the temporary
relief of the Gage being ordered to be fitted up ; but I am apprehensive if it should

be granted the season will be too far advanced for them to reap any Material

Advantage by it.

Many families have arrived here from the Colonies since I had the honor of

writing to j^ou concerning them, and many more are on the way, as they cannot
subsist long on what they have brought with them and as there are no vacant
Crown lands to settle them on, they will suffer exceedingly, and hitherto I am not

authorised to do anything for them.
I have the honour to be. Sir,

Your most obedient.

Most humble servant,

JEHU HAY.
The Honble. Lt.-Gover. Hamilton.

No. 14.—BRIGADIER GENERAL ST. LEGER TO LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
HAMILTON.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 134.)

Montreal 15th August 1785.

Dear Sir,—I had the honour to receive your letter accompanied by the memo-
rial of the Merchants trading to the N. West.

As I have wrote to Lord Sydney acquainting him with my determination on
the subject of navigating the Lakes, it would now be too late for me to recede from
it, were I ever so desirous.

I hope, however, with you that his instructions regarding it may yet arrive

;

and that they may prove not only satisfactory to individuals, but beneficial to the

general body concerned in that exclusive trade.

Accompanying this, I send you a speech delivered to Mr. Dease at Niagara, and
request you will give Colonel Hope the perusal of it after you have read it; for my
own part I understand very little of these Indian matters.

I have the honour &c.,

BARRY ST. LEGER.
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No. 15.—BRIGADIER GENERAL ST. LEGER TO LORD SYDNEY.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 156.)

Montreal, 25th July, 1785.

Mt Lord—In my letter No. 2 I beg'd leave to communicate to Your Lordship
the circumstances under which I conceived myself obliged to deviate in part, from
the system adopted by His Excellency General Haldimand respecting the Mer-
chants trading to the Upper Country who memorialed His Honour the Lieut.
Governor for leave to navigate the lakes in private Batteaux and Canoes, which he
having laid before his Council and signified their requisition thereupon to me in
writing that I should so far relax from the Instructions left with me by His Excel-
lency Gen. Haldimand as to allow the Transport of Merchants Goods in private
Batteaax and Canoes, observing strictly that all returns of Peltries must be brought
down in the King's Vessels—I thought proper to comply accordingly, not thinking
myself justifiable in opposing the request of so respectable a Body & so competent
to judge of the commercial interests of this Country.

The Merchants notwithstanding have presented a second Memorial to the Lt.

Governor, a Copy of which I do myself the honour to enclose your Lordship, pray-
ing for a further augmentation of the Marine on the Lakes Ontario & Erie, or permis-
sion to navigate in private Yessels, for the more speedy transport of the Goods but
as it appeared to me that the cause of their Complaint arose from a temporary delay
only, viz, : the relieving the Regiments at the Posts in that Country, and as it was
generally understood that there were shipping full sufficient to answer the transport
of the King's service upon those Lakes as well as that of the Merchants—I did not
think myself authorised to Comply therewith from the pointed instructions left with
me by General Haldimand, nor indeed was the expediency of such a measure consis-

tent with my own ideas, as your Lordship will perceive by my answer to the Memo-
rialists, a Copy of which I likewise do myself the honour to transmit. I beg leave

further to acquaint your Lordship that I have confer'd with Col. Hope by letter

upon this subject, as I do upon most where any impediments are likely to happen to

the King's service, not only as my second in Command, but as an officer of whose
experience & professional abilities I entertain the highest opinion, and I am glad
upon this occasion to acquaint your Lordship that his ideas are perfectly consonant
with my own.

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect,

my Lord,
Your Lordships most obedient & most humble servant,

BARRY ST. LEGER.
The Rt. Honble.

Lord Sydney &c. &c. &c.

No. le.^BRIGADIER GENERAL ST. LEGER TO THE MERCHANTS TRAD-
ING TO THE UPPER COUNTRY.

(^Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 159.)

Montreal, 25th July, 1785.

Gentlemen,—His Honor the Lieutenant Governor favoured me by last Po.«»t,

with a Memorial which had been addressed to him by you respecting your Com-
mercial interests, together with a letter in which he informs me that he has referred

you to me for my answer on that subject.

It is myduty iand ever will be my study to advance the Interests of Trade in this

Country. No exertion shall be wanting on my part to place all matter's relating

thereto depending on my line on the footing which may prove most advantageous
to the parties concerned.
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From the information I have hitherto collected, It appears that the obstructions
and impediments stated in the Memorial to have been experienced in the Transport
over Lake Erie can only have arisen from temporary causes which cannot authorise
or justify any deviation from the permanent regulations and Establishment.

I have directed the QuarterMaster G-eneral to make the most particular enquiries
into the grounds of the complaints which have been made of irregularities in the-

management of the Shipping Branch and if such have existed I shall enforce such
orders as will eifectually guard against injury to the interest of the Merchants by
the Detention of their property on the communication.

But it is not in my power to comply with the wishes of the Trading Body for an
augmentation or particular allottment of the Vessels employed in navigating on Lake
Erie, the King's service must in all instances have a precedence. It only remains
for me to see that the exertions of the present establishment on Lake Erie, which
has been deemed fully equal for the Transport to be carried on, shall be uniformly
directed to give the greatest possible dispatch in transporting the effects of the
Merchants.

My instructions on the subject of navigating private Vessels on these Lakes are
80 direct and unconstructive, that were I even disposed to see the necessity of such
measures being adopted in the same light which you do— I could not deviate there-
from under the sanction of my own personal and individual sentiment.

I have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble servant,

BARRY ST. LEGER.

No. 17.—JOHN DEASE, INDIAN SUPERINTENDENT, TO LIEUTENANT-
GOVERNOR HAMILTON.

(Canadian Archiv.es, Series Q., Vol. 25, p. 184.)

(Extract.)

Niagara 16th Sept. 1Y85.

Sir,—* * * >t< * :tc * * The present state of the Indian trade requires

regulation—a number of people belonging to the disbanded troops have settled

themselves among the Indians on purpose to avoid the restraints of the Law : There
unmolested they exercise every species of cheating &c. their continual jealousies

and quarrels give the Indians the most unfavourable impressions of us—formerly
no person was permitted to trade without a written permission from the Superinten-
dent of Indian Affairs Now every idle fellow commences Indian trader.

No. 18.—MEMORANDA RESPECTING PUBLIC MATTERS IN THE PRO-
VINCE OF QUEBEC, SUBMITTED TO THE RIGHT HONOUR-
ABLE LORD SYDNEY BY GENERAL HALDIMAND,—1785.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 25, pp. 298-299.)

(Extracts.)

2ndly. Preservation of the Furr Trade and Request of the North-West Company
respecting discoveries, set forth in a memorial which I had the Honor to transmit to

your Lordship.
The advantages which may result to the Nation in the Furr Trade, from the dis-

coveries in which the Merchants of the Noi-th-West Company are now engaged, I

think merit attention, and may induce a compliance with their Request for an exclusive

privilege of trading by the Route which they expect to discover, for a certain Term of

Years, and upon the conditions set forth in their Memorial, (p. 298).

3rdly. Plan for the Navigation of the Lakes in the Upper Country.

6a—EE
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The navigation of these Lakes by the King's Vessels only, is an object so nearly
connected with the entire preservation of the Furr Trade, that I have withstood various

applications for building and navigating pi-ivate Yessels and Boats upon the Lakes;
the Elvers and Outlets from them to the American States are so numerous that no
precautions which could be taken, in that case, would be effectual in preventing

a great part of the Furrs from going directly into the American States, and there is

but little doubt that traders will carry their commodities to the best market, what-
ever may be the consequences; indeed several instances have already occurred, since

the Peace, of their smuggling Furrs even from Montreal over Lake Champlain, into

the States, nothwithstanding the vigilance of the Civil and Military Officers—what
then would be the case upon the remote Lakes may easily be conceived. I would,
therefore, recommend by all means, that a sufficient number of King's Vessels be
kept up upon the Lakes, and all other Craft whatever prohibited, not only for the

foregoing Reasons but in all Events to preserve a superiority upon the Waters in

that Country.
Having from motives of CEconomy reduced the Marine Department, perhaps in

same degree below the Establishment that may be found necessary for all the

purposes of the Transport, such arrangements should be made as will leave the

Merchants no room to complain which, I find, they are inclined to do as a pretext

for their Application to navigate in their own vessels, for tho' some trivial neglects

might have happened in the course of the War, they cannot occur in times of Peace.

Should thi- Plan be approved, it will be necessary to place an Officer of the Royal
Navy at the Head of that department, who has a local knowledge of the Service and
who will take the trouble to discharge the duty faithfully. I know one who, if He
will undertake it, I am satisfied from a long experience of His abilities & Assiduity,

as well as His disinterested Sentiments, will give perfect Satisfaction. The Officer I

would recommend is Captain Chambers who commanded upon Lake Champlain
during the War. (p. 299.)
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NOTE D.

INTERNAL COMMUNICATION IN CANADA.

No.l.—JOUENAL OF LIEUTENANT FEENCH.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 23, p. 10.)

A Journal of Lieut. French's Proceedings in Exploring the Lands on the
Ottawa Eiver from Carillon to the Eideau and from the mouth of the Eiver to its

soui-ce, from thence to the Eiver Ganonoucou^, and down the same to its Fall into the
St. Lawrence about five leagues North-East from Cataraqui.

September 29th, 1783.—Departed from Carillon with seven men of the Provin-
cials, Two Canadians and an Indian Guide with two Bark Canoes to the Head of the
Long Sault, about Twelve Miles Distance, steering West 45 Degrees North in the
General Course, myself with a party Travel led on the North side over a Tract ofLand,
laymg between the Eiver and Mountain at about two Leagues distance, a great part of
which we found to be a good Soil, well watered with Small Streams, Timbered, Prin-

cipally with Beach, Maple and Birch, sufficiently level, and in every respect fit for

Agriculture, the other parts are Eocky and uneven, but not to that Degree as to

prevent a good Eoad being made, without any uncommon difficulty.

The Mountain on the North joins the Eiver at the Head of the Long Sault.

30th.—Proceeding up the Ottawa, Steering West 5 Degrees South, about twelve
Miles, sending out a Party on t)ie South Shoi'e, who Eeported they had been a
League, and that the Lands were bad consisting of Stony ridges, Timbered with Ever-
greens, and low Swamps. From thence we continued in the Same Direction about
Ten Miles further, where I made an Excursion of a League South finding the Lands
stony, a Bad Soil, and Timbered with Hemlock, Cedar, &c.

The Mountain in this Days Journey continues with the Eiver on the North, and
the South Shore is drowned in time of High Water.

October 1st.—Proceeded West 20 Degrees South to a Point called the Barrier
at 18 Miles Distance, the Ottawa here is nearly a League in Breath, inclosing

several Islands of Considerable Extent, which as well as the Soiith Shore are annually
overflowed, and but a small portion of them are high P^nough for Meadow Lands,

A party sent out at the Barrier South, reported they had been Two Miles and
found no Land fit for Tillage.

The Mountain leaves the North Shore about Ten Miles before we arrived at the

Barrier, from thence we continued steering West 15 Degrees South, 5 miles. Encamp-
ing on the North Shore, on a piece of Land, which raises above the high Water Mark,
laying between the Eiver and a Deep Marsh, about one mile back, and by tracing it a
considerable distance each way, found it Intirely level, of the best Soil, and timbered
chiefly with Birch and Hickory. From behind the Marsh, the Land has an easy ascent

towards the Mountain, which appears to be at 7 or 8 Miles Distance.

A party sent at the same time on the South Shore Eeported they had been more
than a League, that after leaving the Eiver half a mile, they raised on to high Lands
of an Excellent Soil, Timbered with Beech, Maple, &c., clear of Eocks or Stones, and
that the further they penetrated the more even and Fertile the Land appeared.

October 2nd.—Steered West 15 Degrees South 10 miles; from whence I sent a
£arty to the Distance of a League on the South side who Eeported they found the

lands rockey for a Quarter of a Mile and then it was good and Equal to what had been
seen the day before.

In the same time I made an Excursion to the North, found a Marsh behind at

the distance of a Mile and half, and the Land between that and the Eiver to be of

6a—EE^
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the best sort, from thence we continued about 8 Miles in the same direction to

the River du Eideau, and by a Carrying Place of a Mile entered our Canoe into the

Rideau.
3fd.-^A Party sent South East from the Carrying place, Reported they

had been a League, and found the Soil every where good and deep. Timbered with
Maple, Elm and Butternutt, but did not discover any Springs or Water in their Route.

From the Carrying Place we steered up the Rideau South 15 Degrees West, five

miles in deep still Water, and thence for about 7 Miles further in a Rapid
Current. In this days Journey.the Canoes were Navigated by two men each, a party
Travelled on each side the River, myself always being one, changing sides occasion-

ally, and frequently leaving the Shore at half a mile distance.

The Banks of the River in general raise about Twelve feet above the High Water
from thence the Land continues very Level, it is a Dark Soil *7 to 10 Inches Deep, with

a Sandy Loam below, clear of Rocks and Stones, Timbered with Maple, Beech, Birch,

Elm, Butterinitt, &c., with an Edging of Cedar and Pine always covering the Banks
of the River, and wherever the Water is Rapid, the Shores are Lined with Lime Stone,

in the Route there w'lS two Excursions made on each side the River to the distance of

a League in which myself and party's found the Lands everywhere good, we Encamped
at the Entrance of a small Rapid river from the North West forming a convenient

Mill Place.

4th October—Continued South 15 Degrees West foi- about Ten Miles in still deep
Water where the Rideau receives another small river from the North West, from thence

we had a Rapid Current for five Miles in the same direction. In this days Route, we
proceeded as on the 3rd and found the Lands the Same, as well as in our Excursions as

on the shores of the River.

5th.—Proceeded steering South 45 Degrees West about 16 miles, in still deep
Water, the River is here from 100 to 150 Yards Broad, the shores are low and over-

flowed in the time of High Water to about 80 roods back where the Land rises high

and is Equally good as that discovered the two preceeding Days.

A Considerable River Enters here from the East which leads to a Branch of the

River de la Petite Nation, from whence the Indians have a Communication to Oswe-
gatchie.

A party sent out from hence one League North West Reported they found the

Soil and Timber the same as hitherto, but the Surface not so Level. At the same
time I made an Excursion South East and found the soil good with a few Pine and
Hemlock Trees mixed with the Timber.

We continued steering South 60 Degrees West about 5 Miles in Rapid Shallow
Water, meeting with a Fall sufficient for Mills, the High Lands again join on the River,

and is Stony and uneven for near half a mile back, where they are Level.

October 6th.—We proceeded South 25 Degrees West about four miles in Rapid
Water, meeting with a considerable Fall and a Carrying Place of 400 Yards, fiom
thence the Water is still for 5 miles in the same direction with a Drowned Swamp
about 50 Roods Broad on Each side the River, behind which the Land raises high,

with a Gravelly Soil, Timbered principally with Beech, and Stony, but not to that

Degree as to render it unfit for Cultivation.

A party sent out on each side to the distance of two miles. Reported they had
found no Stones, more than half a mile back, and that the Soil was good.

From thence we continued South 45 Degrees West about 4 miles, the River i&

he^e very Crooked and Rapid, the Lands continuing Stony on the Shores, with a little

gravel in the Soil and Timbered with Beech and Maple.

^th.—A party sent from our Encampment on each side Reported they had been

a League, and found no Stones at any Considerable distance back, and that the Soil

and Timber was equal in goodness to any seen before.

From thence we Proceeded South 45 Degrees West about 5 miles, where we met
with Eight P'alls in the Distance of a Mile, from 4 to 10 Feet each, and the River
Divided by several Rocks and Islands forming very convenient places for Mills. Con-
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tinuing in the same Direction for 6 Miles further we entered into a Lake. The Land
in this days journey in general are Stony and uneven near the Eiver, but level and
good a little back.

October 8th.—Proceeded South 40 Degrees "West about 3 Miles in the Lake from
whence I made an Excursion South East of 2 Miles, finding the Soil and Timber
good.

Proceeding 8 miles further South 45 Degrees West I sent a Party on the West
Shore who Reported they had been three miles back and that the Lands were good
and clear of Stones, and Timbered as usual, from thence we continued South 45 De-
grees West to a Narrows, at 5 miles distance, I here made an Excursion to the East,
discovering no other alteration than a few stones in the Land.

9th.—We proceeded South 30 Degrees West 5 miles to the S. E. Point of the
Lake, from whence by a Carrying Place of a Mile and Quarter, we entered our Canoes
into the Eiver Gananoncoui.

The Lake is from one to three miles Broad, and the good Lands join on the Water
at the Bottoms of all the Bays. The points setting into the Lake are Rocks and Stones,

Timbered with Hemlock.
10th.—Proceeded down the Gananoncui, steering in a general course South 30

Degrees East to a small Lake, and by a River to a second, and a Carrying place to a
3rd Lake, and again by a River to the 4th Lake, from whence we had a Carrying
place of a Mile & half, reckoning the whole distance about 16 Miles. The Lands
laying in this Route is intirely too rocky to Cultivate, the Timber is Pine, Cedar
and Mountain Oak, the whole bad of its kind, at the Carrying places mentioned are
good Mill places.

October 11th.—We proceeded South 20 DegreesE. 8 Miles, with a Mountain on the
W., and very high Ledges of Rocks on the E., from whence I sent out a Party on
each side to the distance of five miles, who Reported that they had not discovered any
Land fit for Tillage, the whole being either very Rocky or Drowned Swamps.

12th.—Steered South 12 Degi-ees, E. about 4 miles where the Gananoncui re-

ceives a River from the B. We continued in the same direction 8 miles further in

Dead Water, with large Marshes on each side and Ledges of Rocks between, from
whence I sent a Party on the E., and went myself on the W., but did not Discover
any good Lands.

From this we continued about Ten Miles in the same Course, nearly meeting
with nothing but Swamps, Rocks and Stagnated Water.

13th.—A Party sent out on each side the River to penetrate 2 Miles, Reported
they found no Land that was good.

From thence we proceeded, Steering S.,—in a Strong Current, about ten Miles,

discovering a few small Tracts of good Land near the River, but scarcely sufficient in

a place for a Farm, to a Fall of 10 Feet, where the Gananoncoui Discharges itself into

the St. Lawrence about five Leagues N.E. from Cataraqui, where we arrived on the
Morning of the 14th.

From the Whole. ^

The Tract of Country from Carillon to the Head of the Long falls, on the North
fihore extending back to the Mountain may contain about 20,000 Acres of Arable
Land, which is sufficiently Well Watered by Small Streams, and tho' heavy Timbered
with Beech, Maple, Birch, &c., is not so difficult to Clear as the Lands, Timbered
with Evei'greens.

On the South Side of tho Ottawa from a littie above Point Barrier a Tract of
good Land begins, at half a Mile back from the River and Continues up to the
Rideau about 20 Miles.

On the North side there is a Considerable Quantity of Land bordering on the

Ottawa for the same distance of a Soil sufficiently rich to Produce Hemp, Flax or

Hops ; Timbered with Birch and Hickory.
From the Mouth of the Rideau to its Head, a Distance of at least Eighty Miles, the

Lands are good on both sides the River and may he all cultivated, except a few
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Swamps and Stony ridges, which in the whole, will not amount to more than five

Miles on a side. However, there is not many Streams of Water to be found, back
from the Eiver, and the Lands fit for Meadows hardly bears proportion to the Plow
Land, which latter is of the best Soil, and will produce Winter as well as all other
sorts of Grain, and to the greatest perfection with proper Tillage.

The Timber is neither too heavy or too light and in general is very Tall and
Straight without any Underbush, and I should suppose that a Man, will be able to

clear, in the American Method an Acre fit for seeding in eight days.

From our entrance in the Eiver Gananoncoui to its fall into the St. Lawrence,
I did not discover as much good land Conveniently situated as would serve one
Farmer.

G. FEENCH,
Quebec 29th October 1*783. Lt. and A&st. Engineer.

'

No. 2.—LIEUT. COL. BY, TO GEKBEAL MANN.

{Canadian Archives, G. 43, page 54.)

Montreal 13th July 1826.

Sir,—I have the honor to report that on examining the Military defences of
Canada, it appears self evident, that by forming a steam boat navigation from the
Eiver St, Lawrence to the various lakes ; would at once deprive the Americans of

the means of attacking Canada, and would make Great Britain mistress of the trade

of that vast population on the borders of the Lakes, of which the Americans have
lately so much boasted, and to secure this trade have expended immense sums of

money in cutting Canals, which Canals, would in the event of our Steam boat naviga-

tion being completed, ultimately serve as so many outlets for British manufactured
goods.

I therefore feel it my duty to observe that all the Canals at present projected,

are on too confined a scale, for the increasing trade of Canada ; and for military

service they ought to bo constructed of sufiicient size to pass the Steam boats best

adapted for navigating the Lakes and rivers of America, which boats measure from
110 to 130 feet in length, and from 40 to 50 in width, drawing 8 feet of water when
loaded, and are capable of being turned to military purposes without any expence,
as each boat could carry four 12 pounders and 700 men with great ease, it is there-

fore evident, that the moment our Canals and Locks are completed on this scale we
shall not only possess the trade of that immense population on the borders of the

Lakes, but also have military possession of the Lakes, for by having the power of
collecting our Forces at any one point with a rapidity of motion, that no land move-
ment can equal, the Lakes must remain in our possession, and consequently, Canada
rendered perfectly secure from attack. The number of these steam boats now build-

ing on the banks of the St. Lawrence is one of the great proofs of the increasing

trade and prosperity of this country. I therefore strongly recommend, the Welland,
the IJideau, and the Grenville Canals being constructed on a scale sufficient to pass

these steam boats ; but to make this practicable the North passage round the Isle of

Montreal must be deepened in several places, and one, or two locks constructed.

These works when completed would form one uninterrupted line of Steam boat navi-

gation from Quebec to the Upper Lakes; and by opening the Eichelieu Eiver in the

same manner to admit the steam boats entering Lake Champlain would be the

means of making the Eiver St. Lawrence the great outlet for all the produce of that

vast tract of land connected with the Lakes; notwithstanding the strong efforts the

Americans are making to draw off this Trade by cutting various Canals; biit'as I

have already observed, when our steam boat navigation is comj)leted, their Canals
will onl}' serve as outlets for British manufactured goods.

The Lachine Canal is a well executed and useful work capable of passing the

trade of Montreal ; but if in 4 or 5 years, the grand works 1 have just mentioned
should be completed (and I have no hesitation in stating that I could complete them
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in that time) the Lachine Canal would not be suflScient to pass one hundredth part
of the trade of the Lakes; but this is of no consequence as the bulk of that trade
would pass down on the north side of Montreal to Three Elvers which, being the
first roadstay in the St. Lawi'ence, will ultimately become the general rendezvous
Worshipping. The expense of enlarging the Grenville Canal will be trifling when
compared with the magnitude of the advantages to be gained by an uninterrupted
line of Steam boat navigation from Quebec over the Lakes of Ontario, Erie, Huron,
Michigan & Superior, which is to be effected by a trifling work at the falls of St.

Mary's and as the greater part of the trade of this extensive country would pass
through the Welland Canal when completed, but which is yet in a state of infancy
and may therefore without loss be altered to any dimensions, I am of opinion
Government should have the entire control over that passage, and that the water
communications of Canada should not be confined and shackled by Chartered Com-
panies.

The Lachine Canal having been executed under the direction of zealous honora-
ble men and situated in the most advantageous part of the country for carrying on
works, with fine stone quarries and every facility at hand has with all these advan-
tages, cost upwards of £107,000, a sum double its original Estimate, I mention this

to prove that the Civil Engineers of this country are either very ignorant, or have
designedly estimated these works at less than they can be executed for. I therefore

beg to state that from the price of labour at this moment, I conceive that to pass
the large size steam boats as before recommended.

The Welland Canal would cost £ 400,000
" Rideau Canal " 400,000
" Grenville Canal " 100,000
*' North side of the Isle of Montreal 150,000
*' Eichelieu 150,000

Making a total of £1,200,000

These sums may be more or less than necessary for executing the proposed
works ; but Locks and Canals capable of passing the large size steam boats will not
be more than sufficient for the growing trade of Canada, and it would be a constant
source of regret to construct works too small to pass the vessels best adapted to the
navigation and defence of the Lakes. And as there can be no doubt but that the
Tolls on this extensive line would in a few years repay not only the interest but the
principal, and that this unintei-rupted line of communication would be the means of
opening a market for British goods, much greater than has yet been anticipated by
the most sanguine calculators, I hope I shall receive ordei-s to commence these Works
with promptitude & vigour, as that would relieve thousands from distress and reani-

mate both provinces, which certainly appear to feel the general pressure of the times.

The enclosed report of the directors of the Welland Canal Company, point out the
great advantages to be derived from connecting the Upper Lakes of Canada by a
water communication and a moment's reflection is sufficient for a military man to

understand the vast importance of connecting Lake Champlain and the Upper Lakes
with the River St. Lawrence by an uninterrupted Steam boat niavigation and it is

evident that this would be the most economical mode of defence that can be adopted
for the number of Steam boats, now emplo3''ed in the trade of Canada, are sufficient

to move an army of 10,000 men, with all its equipments ; and this available military

power is kept in a constant state of increase, and ever ready for action by the trade of

the country, without any expense to Government. I am therefore of opinion whether
the works I have now the honor of projecting, cost one or two million, it is of no
moment, when compared with the positive economical means they will afford of

rendering Canada perfectly secure, and safe from any attack the Americans may
hereafter meditate.

I have the honor to be. Sir,

Your most obedient Humble Servant,

JOHN BY, Lt. Col. m. Engineers.



Y2

No. 3.—MINUTE BY THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 43, page 35.)

Strathfield Saye,
10th August 1826.

I want to have considered and decided if possible, before the Cabinet shall

meet on the 5th of next month, how much money we shall require to lay out on the

communications in Canada in the year 1827. I would include those on the Niagara
Frontier.

Beg of General Mann to communicate with Sir James Smyth on this subject.

W.

No. 4.—SIR J. C. SMYTH TO GENERAL MANN.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 43, page 35.)

Nutwood Ryegate,
17th August 1826.

Sir,—In obedience to your orders as communicated to me by Lt. Colonel
Ellicombe, in his letter of the 11th inst. forwarding to me at the same time a copy
of His Grace the Master Generals minute of the preceding day, on the subject of the

probable amount of the money which may be required in the ensuing year for the

service of the Canals, or internal Water Communications now carrying on in the
Canadas, I beg leave with the utmost respect to offer the following observations

:

The money granted last year by Parliament towards the Canadian Canals was
£15,000, of this sum £10,000 was allotted to that part of the water communication
between Montreal & Kingston upon the Ottawa under the charge of the Staff

Corps and Lt. Colonel By was permitted to expend the remaining £5,000 in carrying
into effect the necessary preliminary measures upon the Rideau and in the neigh-

bourhood of Kingston according to the best of his judgement. The whole of the
Estimate for the Rideau is £169,000. If we deduct the £5,000 Lt. Col. By may
be supposed to have expended there will remain £164,000 and if this amount is

divided by 5 (being the number of years the operation will probably require) it

appears that £32,800 is the sum which ought to be demanded for the service of next
summer towards the Rideau Canal with a view to its being completed in the year
1831. I take the liberty respectfull}'^ to remark that whatever may be the amount
it may be determined upon to apply for, it is of the utmost consequence that Lieut.

Col. By should have the most early notice in order that he may make his arrange-

ments accordingly.
The sum allotted last year to that part of the proposed communication which is

on the Ottawa it has already been stated was £10,000. This was merely according
to what has hitherto been usually given simte the commencement of the Works, and
at which rate the Staff Corps cannot complete their part (including the chute a

Blondeau, the Carillon and the Ste. Annes Rapids) before the erd of 1832 even sup-

posing no unforseen obstacles present themselves. As they have now another com-
pany emploj^ed upon this duty they have the means of greater exertion, and as it is

evident the whole of the water communication between Montreal & Kingston
should be completed at the same time if possible, it seems that it would bo advise-

able to augment the Annual Grant for the pai-t of the undertaking and that it might
with advantage be made £15,000 instead of £10,000.

His Gj-ace the Master General in the latter part of his minute having alluded

to the Welland or Niagara Canal upon the Niagai-a Frontier, I beg leave to observe
that this Canal is carrying on (as more fully stated in page 50 of the Report of the

Commission of which I had the honor to be President), by a Private Company under
the sanction of the principal Legislature. The E]8timated Expense is £147,240. It is

understood that the Company look forward to some assistance from His Majesty's
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Government in consideration of the advantage which will accrue to the Government
in the saving of expense in forwarding Stores to Lake Erie and the upper part of the
Province. In the case of La Chine Canal (which was executed by the authorities of
Lower Canada), H. M. Government gave £12,000 or about a ninth of the money-
required, upon condition of all boats & vessels with Government stores being allowed to

pass duty free or without any Lockage being demanded. I take the liberty with
the utmost respect to remark on the subject of the Welland or Niagara Canal, that

it appears to me it will be necessary, that some similar agreement should be entered
into with the Proprietors and be clearly understood before any money is advanced.

This of course is an arrangement which will be attended to by the Colonial

office through the Lieut. Governor of Upper Canada. Should H. M. Government
deem it advisable to afford them some assistance towards the Niagara Canal as was
done towards that of La Chine the ninth of the Estimated Sum will be £16,360. It

may be perhaps adviseable here to repeat the observation contained in page 50 of

the Report before alluded to respecting the dimensions of the Locks.
In any agreement with the Proprietors too much caution cannot be observed

on this point. In return for whatever money may be advanced by Government the
Proprietors of the Canal ought to be required not only to allow all Government boats
& vessels or other boats and vessels when employed carrying Government Stpres to

make use of the Canal without paying any duty; but also engages to construct the
Canals (or rather the Locks of the Canals) at least 22 feet broad. The £16,360 might
also be paid only by yearly or other periodical instalments in proportion to the
progress of the Work. If divided by 5 it would be £3,432 per annum for the five

years, the work it is estimated will be in hand.
If the foregoing observations are correct it would appear that the following

sums will be required to be expended in the Canadas during the ensuing Summer
upon the proposed water communication, viz.:

1. On the Rideau Canal, under the superintendence of
Lt. Col. By £32,800

2. On the Rapids of the Ottawa by the Staff Corps 15,000

3. Towards the Niagara or Welland Canal carried on by
a Company 3,432

Total £51,232

I have &c.,

J.-CARMICHAEL SMYTH,
Major General.

General Mann, &c., &c., &c.

P. S.—1 have the honor to return the copy of His Graces Minute of the

10th instant.

No. 5.—SIR J. CARMICHAEL SMYTH TO GENERAL MANN.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 43, p. 42.)

Nutwood Rtegate,
23rd August 1826.

Sir,—I have read with attention Lt. Col. By's lettei- of the 13th July from
Montreal forwarded to me by your order by Colonel Mann in his letter of yester-

day's date.

Lieut. Col. By proposes that the Rideau Canal should be executed upon a scale

of sufficient size to allow the circulation of Steam boats of 50 feet in breadth. That
the dimensions of the Canal & the Locks now in progress upon the Ottawa, under
the charge of the Staff Corps should be enlarged to correspond with the size he
recommends for the Rideau. He also pi-oposes the same scale of 50 feet for the

Niagara or Welland Canal. He expresses a wish that the navigation of the St.
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Lawrence at the north end of Montreal maj^ be improved and suggests an idea of
clearing the bed of the Eicheheu so as to allow Steam vessels of 50 feet in breadth
to navigate from the St, Lawrence into Lake Champlain.

On these different subjects I take the liberty of offering with every respect the
following observations :

The great object & use of the back water communication from Montreal to
Kingston, is to enable Government to forward Stores, Provision, Ammunition &
Troops to the Upper part of the Province without the risk of capture or being
engaged in time ofwar in petty Hostilities with the Americans on the St. Lawrence.
It is evident a Canal of small dimensions, if these purposes only had been to be con-
sidered, would have been sufficient. The Tolls which may be hereafter derived from
these Canals were however also to be remembered. It was undei-stood that the
Settlers and Canadian Farmers were more likely to avail themselves of a canal
which would receive the craft which they employ to navigate Lake Ontario, the
Ottawa and the St. Lawrence, than of one which would require the use of several

vessels of different sizes and the consequent transhipping of their produce of each
change of conveyance between Lake Ontario and Montreal. These considerations

caused the adoption of Locks of 20 feet in breadth for the Grrenville Canal and
which dimensions must influence the remainderof the Water Communication. These
dimensions are sufficiently large to permit the circulation of Gun boats from Kings-
ton to Lake St. Lewis (at Montreal) to oppose any attempt to pass the St. Lawrence
from the Chateaugay side.

I confess any additional size of Canal appears to me likely to cause a great
additional expense without a corresponding benefit. Troops and stores can be for-

warded as quickly by a Canal of 20 feet in breadth as upon one of 50 feet, Lieut.

Col. By mentions the quick circulation of Steamboats by this Canal, I believe in this

country by Act of Parliament Steam Vessels cannot be used upon a Canal from the
serious injury the banks would receive by the undulation in the water caused by the
steam. The mischiefwould be equally to be avoided in a canal in Canada, If the idea

of conveying Fighting Vessels beyond a Gun Boat is once indulged in there can be no
end to the proposed size of the Canal, The Gun boat fortunately requires no greater
scale of Canal than is absolutely necessary for the Craft which must navigate the
Canal in order to pay the expense of its excavation.

A Canal of 20 feet breadth of Lock will pass Gun Boats, the Craft of the country,
& will pay for its construction.

As steam cannot be used on a Canal, Locks of 50 feet in breadth would do no more
than circulate Gun Boats & the same sized Craft. Frigates could not make use of
them without such a corresponding depth of excavation as to make the idea quite

out of the question. The expense of Lt.-Col. By's proposed scale would be prodigious
& no more revenue would be derived than from the Canal with the Locks of 20 feet

in breadth. As far as the Rideau & Grenville Canals are concerned, that is upon the
whole of the proposed water dommunicaton between Montreal & Kingston, I am
decidedly of opinion, things cannot go better than upon the scale & dimensions
they have already been commenced upon.

I observe Lt. Col. By's letter is dated from Montreal, He can hardly I presume,
as yet have gone over the country between the Ottawa & Kingston,

When he has completed the Plans, Estimates & Surveys for this special service,

in obedience to his instructions and ascertained* the extent of embankment he will

require at the Mud Lake to fo7-m a Reservoir as a Feeder for the Canal with Locks of
20 feet in breadth, he will be better able to judge not only of the propriety, but of

the possibility & the expense of extending the dimensions to the scale he has pro-

posed. The impression upon my mind is that he would encounter greater difficulties

than he seems to be aware of.

With ]-espect to the Niagara or Welland Canal, I can only make neai-Iy the

same observations. The dimensions of the Locks for this Canal ought not to be less

than 20 feet.
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I do not see any benefit to be derived from a greater breadth without a corres-
ponding depth. Locks of 20 feet in breadth will afford every advantage ; a larger
Canal will never pay, will cost a prodigious sum, & will not afford corresponding
advantages.

The improvement of the navigation of the St. Lawrence at the north end of the
Island of Montreal, and of that Channel of the Eiver which flows between the Island
of Montreal and that of Jesus, is no doubt a desideratum.

It is not however an object which essentially presses. The great matter I beg
leave most respectfully but earnestly to obsei've is the completing the water com-
munication from Montreal to Kingston upon a scale sufiiciently large for every
practical purpose.

The Lachine Canal is already finished & that upon the Ottawa in progress,
with the same dimensions.

I take the liberty of adding that in my opinion, Lt. Col. By cannot do better
than proceed with all possible expedition upon the scale already approved of.

It does not appear to me that Lt.-Col. By has taken a judicious view of the
Military Features of defences of Canada in proposing to improve the navigation of
the River from Lake Champlain to the St. Lawrence. If he could add to the impedi-
ments, it would, in my opinion, be more advantageous to His Majesty's Service. As
he has however, only thrown out this idea without entering into further particulars
perhaps you will not think it necessary that I should trouble you any further upon
this subject.

I am &c.,

J. CARML. SMYTH,
General Mann. Major General.

&c., &c., &c.

No. 6.—GENERAL MANN TO LORD FITZROY SOMERSET.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. A3, page 49.) '

84 Pall Mall,
26th August 1826.

My Lord,—In conformity with the orders of the Master General, as signified

in his minute of the 12th inst., I have had communication with Sir James Smyth
relative to the amount of money that may be required in the year 1827 to carry on
the Canal Communications in Canada. Sir James Smyth's answer is herewith
enclosed. In his statement of the sums required, he has included what he supposes
will be required for the work executing by the Staff Corps; this as a matter of
information, is no doubt desirable; but the money heretofore granted for the work,
to be executed by that Corps, has been given I believe without any reference to the
Ordnance.

Just as I was about to forward Sir James Smyth's Report, I received a letter

from Lt. Colonel By, dated Montreal 13th ultimo, in which he submits some new
ideas respecting the superior advantages that he supposes might be derived from en-

larging the dimensions of the Canals beyond what is at present intended, and
although the Lt. Colonel's zeal is praiseworthy yet I did not fall in with his

opinion either of the practicability or advantages of what he proposes ; neverthe-
less as the subject itself is of importance, and it is well that it should be considered in

every point of view, I thought it adviisable to have Sir J. Smyth's opinion upon Lt.

Col. By's project; accordingly his answer to the reference I made to him is

herewith inclosed dated 23rd inst, which I also transmit for the Master General's
information.

I am &c.,

GOTHER MANN.
M. General

Lord FiTZROY Somerset, &c., &c., &c.
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No. 7.—LOED FITZEOY SOMERSET TO GENERAL MANN.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 43, page 50.)

. Office of Ordnance,
Ist Sepr. 1826.

Sir,—I have brought under the Master General's consideration youv letter ofthe
26th ultimo with its enclosure from M. General Sir J. C. Smyth, in answer to His
Grace's reference relative to the amount of money that may be required in the year
1827 to carry on the Canal Communications in Canada; as also a letter from Lt.
Col. By proposing the enlarging the dimensions of the Canals, and the observation
of Sir James Smyth upon this suggestion.

The Master General desires that you will communicate to Lt.-Col. By, through
Colonel Durnfoi'd, Commg. Rl. Engineers in Canada, the observations contained in

Sir James Smyth's letter, and request him to proceed with activity to execute the
Service upon which he is employed, without altering any part of the plan proposed,
acquainting him, however, that His Grace will be always happy to receive his obser-

vations upon any part of it & his suggestions.

It appears to the Master General obvious that vessels propelled by steam, can-

not be used upon Canals, without injury, possibly to the amount of destruction of
their banks & that very little would be gained by towing Steam boats upon the
Canals, while to construct the Canals of the breadth of 50 feet would enormously
increase the expense & probably the time required.

The Master General desires, however, that Lt.-Col. By may be informed that

as he proposes to construct Canals of 50 feet wide in 5 years, His Grace thinks he
must be certain of having at his command the Labourers to perform the Work
ordered in four years, and it is upon that notion, that His Grace intends that the
Estimate for next year's work shall be laid before Parliament.

You will further desire Colonel Durnford to observe to Lt.-Col. By, that he is

entirely wrong respecting the navigation of the Richelieu River.
I have by the Master General's directions transmitted copies of these Papers to

the Secretary of State, drawing His Lordship's attention to that part of Sir James
Smyth's letter which relates to the Welland Canal and requesting His Lordship to

give directions to the Govei-nor of Upper Canada, to settle with the proprietors of

that Canal, that they shall construct the Locks of the width proposed by Sir James
Smyth, viz : 22 feet; and that they should moreover consent to the transport
gratis, of all Government Property, on the same conditions, as were settled with
the La Chine Canal. This being settled they would be paid one-fourth of the Sum
agreed upon in each of the four next years ; that is 1827, 1828, 1829, 1830.

I have &c.,

EITZROY SOMERSET.

No. 8.—LT.-COL. BY TO GENERAL MANN.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 42, p. 145.)

Montreal,
6th December 1826.

Sir,—1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Reports from Major
General Sir J. C. Smith, dated the 17th & 23rd August, from General Mann the

26th August & from Lord Fitzroy Somerset of the 1st Sept. 1826.

In answer to which I have the pleasure of stating, I feel confident the Rideau
Canal will be completed agreeably to ray instructions, on the scale of the La Chine
& Grenvillo Canals in four years, although I have great doubts whether it can be

performed for £169,000, but I will not venture to give a decided opinion on this sub-

ject until I hav^e well examined the whole line.
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I regret extremely that Major General Sir J. C. Smith should for a moment
conceive, that I would have undertaken the construction of the Eideau Canal, had I

felt as wanting in practical knowledge as I imagine he conceive I must be, from his

remai'ks on my letter, recommending a steam boat navigation through the Canals of

Canada; for according to my proposed plan for making the North passage round the

Island of Montreal navigable, a steam boat would have to be towed only two miles,

in her voyage from Quebec to G-renville, a distance of 340 miles; I therefore beg
leave to ask, is it to be supposed that steam boats will not be used, because they
must be towed through a short canal of tAvo miles, in such an extensive voyage.

The same question is also applicable to the Grenville Canal, a distance of about 12

miles, connecting two rivers or Lakes, each 60 miles long, which brings us from
Montreal to the proposed Eideau Canal. The nature of this canal, or rather water com-
munication, between the Ottawa & Kingston, appears to me not clearly understood

;

in the total distance of 133 miles there will be only about 20 miles of cutting, through
which a steam boat would have to pass, the remaining 113 miles consist of natural

rivers & Lakes with strong banks, & of suflScient width to admit of a number of

vessels passing each other at the same moment—the summit level, or bound of the
Eideau Canal, is a chain of Lakes 30 miles long, and in some parts 7 miles wide;
consequently the steam boat is better adapted for the navigation of such a water
communication than any other vessel ; and I beg to state that these were my reasons

for recommending it, in my letter of 13th July last, not conceiving it could have
been imagined, that I intended a steam boat should be allowed to work her paddles
in the Canal. I omitted to make a remark on the subject, & regret I did not more
fully explain myself, for such is the advantage of a steam boat navigation over that

of sloops and schooners (which are rapidly falling into disuse) that a number of

persons have consulted me on the practicability ofconstructing steam boats, whose pad-

dles might woi-k on each side of the Eudder and the Engine kept as far aft as possible.

Boats on this construction would be able to pass all the locks now in progress, as their

wheels would not add to the width of the boat, and in a great measui-e would meet the
objects 1 had in view, when I recommended a steam boat navigation. Major General
Sir J. C. Smith remarks, that the great object & use of the back water communi-
cation " fi'om Monti'cal to Kingston, is to enable Government to forward Stores,
" Provisions, Ammunition and Troops, to the upper part of the Province, without the
"risk of capture or being engaged in time of war, in petty hostilities with the
"Americans on the St. Lawrence." In addition to which the following remarks of

the commissioners for the improvement of the internal navigation of the Canadas,
appear to me worthy of consideration : "There is another point of view in which
"it claims our attention, as connected with a state of peace. In our intercourse
" with Lower Canada, by the sole route we can now pursue, we must pass through
" the waters over which jurisdiction is claimed by a foreign power, and our Trade is

"consequently exposed to vexation, even during the existence of amicable relations
" between that Power and the Imperial Government. Through a deplorable over-
" sight of His Majesty's Commissioners for determining the boundary line in this
" quarter, the United States have acquired a complete control over the navigable
"Channel of the Eiver St. Lawrence, in the neighbourhood of Cornwall—a control
" which they will not fail to turn to the best account. The messages of their

"Presidents and Governors speak a language which on this point is not to be mis-
" understood, and the character of the Nation forbids the supposition that an
" advantage once gained in negotiation, will ever be neglected, or foregone—a right

"which it is attempted to support on the authority of international Law, is asserted
" on their part to a free navigation of the St. Lawrence, as well as an entrepot for
" their commerce at some convenient point on its banks within the King's Dominions.
"This right they have already endeavoured to get confirmed by treaty with His
" Majesty's Ministers, but hitherto it would appear, they have met with little success.
" Possessing nevertheless, in consequence of the unaccountable cession of Barnhart's

"Island, a plausible pretext for claiming at that point, the absolute dominion of the
" Eiver, as well as the power of stopping our boats and rafts on their passage to
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" Lower Canada, or of imposing on them such transit duties as they choose, they can
" fetter our intercourse with the seaports at pleasure, and render the St. Lawrence a
" very precarious highway for our commerce. There can be no doubt that they will

''use every diplomatic art, in order to extort some privilege in return for the re-

" linquishment of the threatened duties; but as much will depend on the nature
" of their demands, which may embrace far more than an actual equivalent for
" Islands, intrinsically insignificant, and now rendered important only by the superior
" dexterity of the American Commissioners, a natural repugnance to these claims
" may fairly be anticipated on the part of our Grovernment, and for this reason they
" may not be soon or easily disposed of."

This trade being carried on in scows and rafts which are loaded with Flour,

Potash, Staves &c., &c., and have generally one Durham boat accompanying every
5 or 6 of them, (for the proprietors not only sell their produce, but the scows also

at Quebec or Montreal and return with their fi-esh purchase of merchandise in the

Dui'ham boat) ; it appears that to prevent this ti-ade being interrupted by the

Americans, the Rideau Canal should be of sufficient dimensions to admit these scows
and rafts to pass ; for when once in the Ottawa they can shoot the Rapids in that

river, as they would have done in the St. Lawrence, the G-renville & La Chine Canals

are of sufficient dimensions to pass the Durham boats—in facti have ascertained that

these canals will pass boats containing 120 Tons, but, as I have already observed, the

down trade is carried on in scows and rafts, which are towed by steam boats through
the still water and Lakes—I therefore feel, 1 should be neglecting my duty, if I did

not still venture strongly to recommend, that the Locks on the Rideau Canal may be

formed 50 feet wide, & 150 feet long, and only 5 feet deep, that being the depth of

the Grenville & La Chine Canals, and is quite sufficient for the lumber trade ; this

would add about £50,000 to the Estimate ; the contingent expenses of forming a

Coifer Dam at the mouth of the Canal, in the Ottawa River, will be the same whether
the Locks are 50 or 20 ft. wide, and the expense of the waste weirs, 4,500 running
feet, will be the same, as also the strength of masonry, in one width as in the other,

provided the altitudes are equal—and as it is more than probable that the whole of

the trade of Lakes Erie and Ontario, will have to pass through the Rideau Canal, in

which 50 locks are indispensably necessary & notwithstanding Sir James also remarks,
" that he cannot see any benefit to be derived from a greater breadth without a
" corresponding depth ;

" and states " that Locks of 20 feet in breadth will afford

"every advantage," I cannot help stating that these locks should be capacious in

order to prevent the delays that will otherwise unavoidably occur.

The bulk of the Trade of the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers being, (as I have
before observed,) carried on in steam boats as well as scows, it becomes a matter of

great importance, not only in a mercantile, but in a military point of view, thateveiy
facility of movement should be afforded. In my proposed plan this facility, as well

as celerity of movement, will be obtained, and of course, a decided superiority gained

by the use of steam boats, in the still water of the rivers and Lakes; and it being self

evident that the strength of a country depends much on the rapidity of communi-
cation, there can be no doubt but the steam boat navigation will be of wonderful use

in the defence of the Canadas. I am therefore of opinion that every possible channel
should be opened to them, & am prompted by the repeated opinions of mercantile

men concerned in the trade alluded to, to urge most respectfully that the Locks may
be allowed to be constructed on the scale of the large dimensions, instead of 20 feet

wide & 108 feet long, which they say are too short & narrow for their boats. The
depth of the Locks not being altered, the sections I am now taking will be the same
in either case, and my preparations for the 20 feet Locks, will equally answer for the

50 feet should they be ultimately approved of. I also respectfully beg to observe

that it is the additional depth required for sloops that adds so enormously to the

expense and not the proposed additional length & width. I therefore perfectly

agree with Sir James' remarks that the Tolls on the deep Canal would not afford a

corresponding advantage.
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For the above reasons I would likewise recommend that the Lock & cut pro-

posed at the St. Ann's rapid may be form'd 50 feet wide & 150 feet long, and that this

work be immediately constructed feeling convinced that I could so arrange that it

might be completed in one season, & the expense repaid by the saving that would
accrue in the transport of Stores, Tools, &c., &c., required for the G-renville and Eideau
Canals, as those articles might be embarked at Quebec or Montreal and be conveyed
at once to the Grenville Canal without any carting.

Major General Sir J. C. Smith's remark that m.y letter was dated from Montreal,
& that I had not had time to examine the whole line is perfectly correct, for I

conceive it will take me till this time next year, before I complete my researches

;

yet from the information I have received from Major Elliott & Mr. Clowes the

Civil Engineer, both of whom have repeatedly gone through the whole of the pro-

posed line of the Eideau Canal, and are remarkably intelligent men, I feel possessed

of sufficient knowledge to speak with confidence on the subject ; and as I am now
writing at Montreal, it may be necessary to prevent a recurrence of such a remark,
to state that I returned from the Eideau on the 22ud of last month (November,) and
propose returning on the first sleighing in January, the swamps not being at this

moment sufficiently frozen to bear walking over. I beg to be clearly understood that

although it will take me next year to complete my examination of the line, I am now
arranging for the first eleven Locks to be constructed as early as possible in the
spring, and have no doubt from the number of applicants for work, I shall expend
during the working season, the whole of the sum allowed for the year 1827, and I

trust my report of progress of work at that time will equal the expenditure—for at

present I have the satisfaction of stating, I have met with nothing to damp my most
sanguine hopes of completing the work in four years, even on my proposed scale of
50 feet wide Locks.

I have the honour. Sir, to be
Your most obedient Humble Servant,

JOHN BY,
JJt. Colonel Royl Engrs. Comg. Rideau Canal.

No. 9.—LT. COLONEL BY TO GENEEAL MANN.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 44, p. 80.)

Eideau Canal 6th Fcby 1827.

Sir,—I have the honor to report for the information of the Master General and
Et, Honble and Honble Boards that I have attentively examined the whole line of
the proposed Eideau Canal and have laid out the various works necessary to com-
plete this grand water Communication from the Ottawa Eiver to Kingston and I

have the satisfaction to state that on passing through the Canal route from Kingston
to the Ottawa in a birch Canoe, between the 15th and 18th inclusive of May last, I

found five feet depth ot Water with the exception of the Eapids and Portages, where
Cuts, Locks and Wast-Weirs, are proposed, to unite and retain the Waters to their

required levels ; and I beg to state that nature has so strongly marked the proper
positions for these various works, that there can be but one opinion on that subject.

With regard to Towing paths I am of opinion they are impracticable for upwards
of Seventy miles, the land being either low and subject to deep floods, or abrupt
rocky cliffs. The expense of.excavating the latter to form lowing paths, would be

very great, and those parts that are flooded would require bridging or more properly
speaking a causeway, raised with piles and logged over ; this might be done, but at

a consideiable expense, and as the waters rise from 13 to 15 feet, perpendicular
every spring above their common level, at the melting of the Snow, it is more than
probable these Causeways would be raised with the Ice frozen to their Piles, and be
carried off as the bridge at the end of the Island of Montreal was in the Spring of
the year 1806; but supposing Towing paths practicable, the Coasting round the
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extensive sheets of water would nearly double the voyage; it is therefore evident
Towing paths can only be established with advantage where the Canal and Locks
are formed, a distance not exceeding 20 Miles in the whole extent of 133 miles.

Many parts of the Lakes have 40 feet depth of water, and there are other parts
with only 5 or 6 feet depth of water but trom 30 to 40 feet depth of soft mud,
rendering poling quite impracticable, and consequently the vessels navigating these
waters, are reduced to their Oars or Sails making the communication very tedious

;

I therefore respectfully recommend Government having a Steam Boat the expense
of building which would be from £2,000 to £2,500, this boat would be of great use
in carrying Materials during the progress of the Works,, and would sell well at their

Completion, or soon repay its expenses by acting as a Tow boat when the works are

open to the trade of the Country. I therefore solicit the Master General and Right
Honble and Honble Board to take this under their consideration and hope thej'-

will authorise me to build a Steam Boat without delay of such dimensions as would
pass the approved 20 feet wide Locks, for I find the facilities for carrying on these
Works much greater than [ in my most sanguine moments had anticipated ; and I

have the honor to report that with the assistance of Capt, Bolton E. Engrs. a scien-

tific and zealous Officer, I have already a great portion of my Work contracted for

at moderate prices, viz.

:

Mr. Pennyfether contracts to excavate the first eight Locks from the Ottawa
River, and to complete this Work by the 1st August, 1821; but it is found impracti-
cable to finish the said excavation by that time, in consequence of the great number
of Springs which create an excess of labour and consequently an unavoidable delay.

Mr. McKay (the practical mason who built the Locks in the Lachine Canal)
contracts to build the masonry of the first eight Locks, and to complete them in two
years from the date of signing the contract, but he will be prevented finishing them
in that period by the same unavoidable causes as Mr. Pennyfeather.

Mr. Fenlon contracts for clearing and excavating the canal from the first

eight locks to the north side of Lows great swamp a distance of five miles.

Mr. Henderson contracts to cut a drain from the Beaver Meadow to the Rideau
River, to drain the swamps through which the canal has to pass ; this work will be
completed in August next.

Mr. Henderson also contracts to form a mound of earth across Lows great
swamp being 1,128 feet long, and to construct the Canal on the top of the said

mound.
Mr. Fenlon contract also embraces the excavation and forming the Canal from

Dows Great Swamp to the Hog's Back, a distance of 1,200 feet, supposed to be
chiefly Rock excavation forming an Aqueduct bridge 210 feet long, across Peter's

Gully, excavating and constructing three Locks of 10 feet lifts each and forming a.

Dam of Arched Key Work, across the Rideau River 240 feet wide, perpendicular
height 45 feet ; this Dam is to convert the present seven miles of Shallow Rapids
into a Sheet of Still Water, and thereby save the expense of excavating the canal

for that distance.

Mr. Phillips a respectable mason at Montreal is now opening quarries at the foot

of the Black Rapids, to construct a Dam across the Rideau River 280 feet wide, per-

pendicular height 10 feet and a Lock of 10 feet lift ; this Dam is to throw back the
water and thereby form a sheet of Still Water 5 miles long which completes the Canal
to the foot of Long Island Rapids, where I propose three locks of eight feet lift each,

and a Dam across the Rideau River 158 feet wide, perpendicular height 24 feet,

which will throw back the water three miles, and convert that length of Rapid into

Still Water, and give uninterrrupted Navigation for 23 miles to Colonel Burretts

house on the Banks of the Rideau River 44 Miles from the Ottawa and height of

level 144 feet above the said River. Copies of the above contracts are herewith
annexed.

I am now examining the banks on each side of the River at Long Island for if they
are not of sufficient height to retain the water when raised 24 feet, I shall be obliged

to adopt Mr. Clowe's plan at that place and have three dams instead of the one I
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propose. This would add much to the expense ; but as the Country in this part is

one mass of thick Forest, it requires great perseverance to penetrate it, and creates

unavoidable delays, notwithstanding our unremitted exertions ; our sufferings from
the Musquitoes and black fiies are great and many ol the men fall sick with fevers in

consequence. Mr. McTaggart, my Clerk of Works, and the Persons constantly with
me on this service, I respectfully recommend being allowed 12s 6 extra p' day in

lieu of Travelling expenses, their bodily exertions being very great, and their persev-

erance highly meritorious,

1 beg to obsei-ve that the Piling of the foundations, laying of the Stones, form-
ing the Coifer Dams, Waste Weirs, and all such parts as require the strictest attention, I

intend performing by Day Work under the immediate superintendance of myself &
Officers.

The Progress Eeport of Expenditure from my commencement up to 1st July, I

herewith enclose, and have the honor to state, that owing to the prompt assistance

I have received from His Excellency the Commander of the Forces who has allowed
me to employ thi-ee officers as Assisting Engineers at 78. 6d. per day and the early ar-

rival of Capt. Victor, El. Engrs., and his Company of Royal Sappers and Miners,

who, I am happy to state, are all in good health, and joined me at the Rideau near
the Ottawa Eiver, on the 10th June last, I have been enabled to commence oper-

ations in vai'ious parts on the whole line of Canal, that is to say in opening
quarries &c,, and I have no doubt but in September, I shall have the satisfaction of

repoi-ting that the whole of the Works on this extensive line will be contracted for

and in a state of rapid progress ; I am therefore most anxiously looking for the

arrival of the othei- Company of Rl. Sappers and Miners.

I further beg to report, that from the mass}' Blocks of hard grey Lime Stone,

Granite and sand stone, that the various quarries produce, I shall be enabled to

erect Woi-ks both durable and ornamental, and as I allow no man to Contract for

more work than he can execute in three years, I have every reason to believe this

extensive Work will be Completed in four years. Myself and Officers are busily em-
ployed in forming Working plans and Sections for various Contractors; but as my
substance of Masonry must depend on the tenacity of the Soils found in the excava-

tions I fear it will be this time next year, before I shall be able to send Correct plans

and Sections of the various Works.
The enclosed Plan and Section shew the route of the Canal, and position of the

proposed Works for the first 44 miles—Mr. Clowes the Civil Engineer, who formed
the Report and Estimate for the Rideau Canal in 1825 mentioned to Capt. Bolton
and myself that we might depend upon his Levels being correct, and this I have
found to be the case; but as he never conceived the Canal would be executed, he had
not given himselfmuch trouble to ascertain the best route and was contented with hav-

ing marked out a practical one. I take the liberty of mentioning this circumstance

to account for my having penetrated the Wilderness in so many d rections, some
Sections of which are herewith transmitted and I hope I have decided on the best

line of Canal that can be found. I also enclose a Copy of my demand for stationary

and Instruments, which I transmitted last Winter but have not yet received them
and consequently am much retarded in my Surveying and levelling operations

;

having but one Theodolite and that not a very good one.

I have &c.,

JOHN BY, Lt.-Col. Rl. Engrs.

Commg. Rideau Canal.

Ko. 10.—LT.-COLONEL BY TO THE EARL OF DALHOUSIE.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 44, p, l42.)

Rideau Canal 26th October 1827.

My Loed,—I have the honour of enclosing the Progress report of Works and

expenditure on the Rideau Canal from its commencement on the September

6a—FP
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1826, to the 31st of October 182Y, with copies of my letters sent to General Mann
with the said report, and the Plans and Estimate of the various works indispensably

necessary to form a navigable Communication, with five feet depth of water, from
the Ottawa to Kingston, amounting to £+63,899—these papers I have sent by
Lieutenant Poolej', Eoyl Engrs, who, agreeable to your Lordships suggestion,

left me this morning for England by the way of New York, to ensure the Estimate
arriving in time to lay before Parliament, he (Lt. P.) having previously

passed through the whole line of canal with me ; and I have further the honor to

report that I found the various works proceeding with great rapidity, and generally

Bpeaking to my entire satisfaction. I have now closed my first years operations on
the Eideau, and have done so with greater satisfaction than I could have anticipated,

as 1 had not flattered myself with the hope that my exertions could have merited
the very handsome manner in which your Lordship has been graciously pleased to

speak of them.
I have the honour to be,

My Lord,
With the greatest respect,

Your Lordship's most obedient
Humble servant.

JOHN BY,
Lt-Colonel Royl Engrs, Comg Rideau Canal.

No. 11.—LT.-COLONEL BY TO GENEEAL MANN.

(Canadian Archives, Series (7., Vol. 44, p. 202.)

Eideau Canal, Ist November, 182*7.
,

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit for the information of His Lordship, the

Master Geneial, and Eight Honble and Honble Board, my report and Esti-

mate with Plans of the various works indispensably necessary to form a Navigable
Communication, with five feet depth of water from the Ottawa to Kingston ; and
although I have commenced the building of three Locks agreeable to my instructions

on the same scale as those of the Grenville and Lachine Canals, yet as these Canals

have nothing to do with the down trade of the countiy, as already explained in

former letters, I cannot refrain fi-om hoping, that when the Plans and Estimate are

examined and the nature of this water communication is thoroughly understood that

I shall receive orders to construct the lai-ge Locks of 150 feet long by 50 wide,

with 5 feet depth of water ; as these Locks would pass Steamboats of sufficient size

to navigate the Lakes, and also the Spars fi'om 120 to 130 feet long required for the

Eoyal Navy, which those of the Lachine Canal cannot do, they being only 108 feet

by 20 wide. I further beg to observe that as the melting of the snow in the spring

of the year i-ises the water in the Ottawa Eiver from 22 to 24 feet perpendicular,

and in the Eideau Eiver from 13 to 15 feet, it is evident that these torrents must
have washed away from the bank all substances that can be removed and therefore

the idea of the paddles of Steamboats injuring such banks is quite erroneous particu-

larly as the proposed canal will only retain the water to the height of 5 feet. The
accompanying plans will show the very little excavation required, and that being

chiefly Eock, there can be no part of the Banks but what may be rendered perfectly

tsecure from injury.

His Excellency the Earl of Dalhousie, Commander of the Forces having sug-

gested the necessity of my sending an officer with my plans and Estimate to ensure
their ariival in time to lay before Parliament, I have ordered Lt. Pooley, Eoyl.

Engrs, to be the bearer of these papers. He having been with me at the com-
mencement of the Work, and just returned with me from examining the various

works on the whole line, can give the fullest information and explam whatever I



83

may in the huriy of business have omitted. Lt. Pooley is an excellent officer

and has shown great perseverance and zeal in this service. I further beg to state
that from the progress already made at the various works, I feel convinced that on
the 12th of August, 1830, I shall have completed this magnificent water communi-
cation from the Ottawa to Kingston; but to enable me to do this I shall require
about £100,000 each year, for positive disbursements on the spot, and have marked
on the plan where the four Companies of Eoyal Sappers and Miners could be em-
ployed to great advantage, should I be favoured with the assistance of two more
Companies, in addition to the two already arrived.

I have the honour to be.

Sir,

Your most obedient,

Humble servant,

JOHN BY,
Lt.-Colonel Royl Engrs, Comg Rideau Canal.

NO. 12.—LT. COLONEL BY TO GENEEAL MANN.

{Canadian Archives^ Series C, Vol. 44, p. 206.)

Rideau Canal Ist November 1827.

Sir,—I have the honor of enclosing a plan and elevation of the Bridges of
communication at the Palls of the Chaudiere, and have the satisfaction to state there

is every reason to expect they will be completed early in December next.

These Bridges are the first land communication that has taken place between
the two Provinces, and will be the means of causing the travelling from Kingston to

Montreal to pass on the north side of the Ottawa.
I have also the satisfaction to state for the information of His Lordship the

Master Geneial and the Right Honble and Honble Board that I have
formed a road from the said Biidges to the Hog's Back, and from thence to the

Black Rapids, and to the upper end of Long Island Rapids, a distance of 24 miles

also a road from the said Bridges, across the gulley at the head of Bellow's Bay to

the first eight Locks a distance of about 2 miles, with a Bridge across the said

gulley a sketch of which is enclosed ; and although this Bridge is extremely rough,
it is very strong and durable, being formed of large Cedar.

These Bridges and roads of 26 miles I found indispensably necessary to enable

me to get provisions, tools, and materials to the various works on the Rideau Canal,

and although they will cost £5,072—as appears by the Estimate and Progress report
of Works, they are the cause of immense saving: for when I first advertized the

Masoniy at the Hog's Back, the Black Rapids, and Long Island Rapids, proposals

were given in as high as 48. 6d. the cube foot of masonry, in consequence of there

being no communication to these works ; I have now the honor to report that these

works are all in progress, and contracts formed for the said works at Is. 5d. the

cube foot, which saving has arisen entii-ely from the facility afforded to the contrac-

tors by the above mentioned roads and Bridges, as they can now receive materials

&c. from Hull, on which side of the river there are several sawmills, grist mills,

and an excellent Smith's Forge, on an extensive scale, with a Trip Hammer, &c. &c.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient
Humble servant,

JOHN BY,
Lt-Colonel Royl Engrs, Comg Rideau Canal.

6a—FpJ
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Estimate of the monthly expenditure likely to be incurred for the Eideau Canal, for

the year 1828.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 44, p. 221.)

January £5,000
February 5,000

March 10,000

ADril 10,000

May 10,000

June 10,000

July 10,000

August 10,000

September 10,000

October 10,000

November 5,000

December 5,000

£100,000

These sums include the Pay, Lodging Money, and other Allowances of Persona
employed on the civil establishment.

EoYAL Engineer's Office Eideau Canal
20th November 1827.

JOHN BY,
LtrColonel Royl Engrs Comg Eideau Canal, Upper Canada.

Eecommended that £41,000 only be Approved,

E. W. Durnford,
Col. Commanding Royal Engineers, Canada.

The Commander of the Forces will not approve of a greater sum of Money being

provided on this Estimate (until the pleasure of the Master General and Board of

Ordnance is known) than was sanctioned for the present year,viz,—Forty one Thousand
Pounds Sterling.

Quebec 29th November 1827.

H. C. DAELING,
Military Secretary.

No. 13.—LT.-COLONEL BY TO SIE J. C. SMITH.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 44, p. 229).

Montreal 10 th December 1827.

My Dear Sir James,—I have just been informed that Commodore Barrie is of

opinion the small locks will be of no use to him ; he wishes to have the large lock and 7

feet depth of water, and is anxious to see or hear from me before he writes to Govern-

ment on the Subject ; but as I have not yet seen or had any correspondence with

him, and fear it will be the niiddle of January before I shall be able to reach Kings-

ton by the route of the canal, I take the liberty of troubling you with this informa-

tion to save time and will write officially to General Mann as soon as I have had
communication with the Commodore.

The Enclosed Estimate by Mr. Clowes is formed on the same principal as the

one he formed for the Eideau Canal, you should therefore read £G,000 for each lock

instead of £2,500 ; the forty feet wide Locks he recommends are very good, but as

we have an abundant supply of Water the 50 feet wide locks are much better, and

in time of war would enable us to build our vessels for the service of the Lakes iu
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the Ottawa Eiver perfectly safe from the enemy and allow the lumber trade to pass
without creating confusion ; and as the Steamboats that navigate Lake Ontario are
from 46 to 48 feet wide, it being absolutely necessary to have a great breadth of

beam to render them sea worthy on Lake Ontaiio, it is hoped that through your
influence I shall receive orders to construct the 50 feet wide lock as that would
meet the wishes of all parties, and is certainly the best for the Country; those per-

sons who recommended the small or Lachine Locks being adopted for the Eideau
Canal conceived that it would be too great an undertaking ever to be eftected if the
large Locks wei-e decided on, but now the whole line of Canal is laid open and every
one can see that nature has formed the Canal, and that the large Locks can be com-
pleted in Three years at the trifling increase of £50,000 to my Estimate, all persons
are anxious for the large Locks. Commodore Barrie wishing to have 7 feet depth of
water will cause a further increase of expense, but not so much as might be
imagined tor the lands that this additional 2 feet would drown are all waste lands, and
subject to heavy floods which render the Country unwholesome. I am therefore of
opinion the expense would be confined to raising the Dams and masonry of the locks

two feet ; this would render the work magnificent and complete in every respect,

and by converting these Swamps into Lakes by raising 2 feet ofWater over them; will

banish the fever and ague, and consequently render my operations more Certain, as

that has been the only difficulty I have yet met with ; and I further beg to state, in

favour of the large and deepLocks for the Rideau Canal, that although the enclosed
estimate states it is a shorter distance fi-om Montreal to Kingston by the River St.

Lawrence than by the Rideau Canal bj'^ 54 miles, yet as the Dams on the Rideau
Canal, convert that Water Communication into perfect levels, and thereby destroy
all current, the voyage will be performed in a less number of hours, and I am con-

fident that stores of all kinds may be taansported from Quebec to Kingston, a dis-

tance of 457 miles (when the Rideau Canal incompleted for Steam boats) in 77 hours
for £1. 3. per Ton, which will reduce the expense of moving an Iron heavy 24
pounder from Quebec to Kingston which last war cost near £200, to the trifling

expense of £3 or 4 ; this fact 1 trust will have great weight with you in favour of
Steam boats.

I have the honour to be,

My dear Sir James,
Your most obt. Sert.,

JOHN BY,
Lt.-Colonel Rl Engrs,

Comg Rideau Canal.

No. 14.—LT. COLONEL BY TO COMMODORE BARRIE.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, vol. 45, p. 10.)

Montreal 2nd January 1828

Dear Sir

I have just received the enclosed remarks on the Rideau Canal which are written
by some person perfectly ignorant of the immense supply of water fi-om the Rideau
and other Lakes connected with that work, and who is evidently endeavouring to

mislead the public by falsety, stating that the water Communication from Kingston
to the Ottawa can be completed with Locks of 108 feet long by 20 wide with 10 feet

water for £169,000, whereas the fact is, that with only five feet water it cannot be

eff'ected for less than £474,899, and that £50,000 in addition to that sum is all that

would be required to render it complete for steam boat navigation and as the down
trade of Canada is carried on in Scows and Rafts of too large a size for the small

Lock, and as these Scows and Rafts would pass the rapids in the Ottawa with as

much ease as those in the St. Lawrence, there is no reason for enlarging the Grenville

or Lachine Canals, except for military operations but the large lock on the Rideau
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appears indispensably necessary for the trade of the country in time of war, and I
have no doubt when once established the other Canals will be altered to the same
size, as they require repair, the folly of calling the Eideau Canal a mere ditch is

equally absurd, for whether the locks are constructed 20 or 50 feet wide the magnifi-
cent Lakes and Rivers which they are to Connect will remain the same andforceably
appeal to the common sense of every one which will condemn the man who by false

statements is endeavoring to lead the Country into error. I am obliged to treat all

such falsehoods with the contempt they deserve, or I should be perpetually writing,
but I fear they may have a tendency to mislead, and therefore regret the publishing
of such papers. .

Believe me
Dear Sir

Yerv faithfully yours
JOHN BY

No.15.—LT. COLONEL BY TO GENERAL MANN.

{Ganadian Archives, Series C, Yol. 45, p. 22.)

Eideau Canal Office, 23rd January, 1828.

Sir,—^I have the honor to report for the information of His Lordship the
Master G-eneral and Eight Hon. and Hon. Board, that I inspected the various
works of the Eideau Canal accompanied by Capt. Savage and Capt. Victor
Eoyl Engineers, between the 7th and 17th Listant, and have the satisfaction to state

we found the arrangements making by the different contractors for opening the
various works in the spring, proceeding with a rapidity far exceeding our most
sanguine expectations.

Commodore Barrie has informed me he has sent my letter to him of the 10th of
December to His Eoyal Highness the Lord High Admiral, and that he had strongly
recommended the large Lock; from the conversation I have had with the Commo-
dore, it did not appear that he thought 7 feet depth of water absolutely necessary,
as he stated that by bringing vessels on an even keel, he could take those requiring

7 feet water through a 5 feet deep Lock ; but the Lock of 50 feet wide and 150 feet

long appears to him absolutely necessary.

The Commodore having forwarded my letter to His Eoyl. Highness, I take the
liberty of enclosing a copy of it and also a copy of my letter to Sir James C. Smyth
of the same date and a copy of my letter to the Commodore of the 2nd January
relative to some remarks against the large Locks signed X. Y. Z., and sold at Eger-
tons the Military book sellers; and I beg most respectfully to assure you I have no
other motive in thus strongly recommending the large Lock, but the good of my
country, and am proceeding agreeably to my instructions with the small Locks ; but
as yet there is time to enlarge the Locks without incurring much loss of work or
material, and, therefore, I still hope to receive orders to that effect.

Section 23 & 22.—At the 23rd and 22nd Sections, Kingston Mills Mr. E. Drum-
mond has contracted to build four Locks of 9 feet lift each, a Dam 18 feet high and
to make the necessarj'" excavations and embankments, and to clear the extensive
swamps in their section.

The clearing and excavation for the Locks, and the clearing of the Swamps are
proceeding with rapidity ; he has a quantity of stone quarried and 20 stone cutters

at work preparing for the Locks; he has also a large quantity of stone collected to

build the Dam, the moment the spring floods will permit, and is making preparations
to commence the Coffer Dam for the outer Lock.

Section 21 & 20.—Mr. Clowes has a Contract to form the Canal for 6 miles, con-
sisting chiefly of excavations, to straighten the natural Eiver, and to build a Lock
of 10 feet 7 inc. lift, and a Dam, 10 feet high at Brewers Lower Mill ; These works
are proceeding rapidly and will be completed in September, 1829.
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Section 19.—Brewers Upper Mills, two Locks of 9 feet lift each, and Dam 10
feet high, these works are auvertized, and tenders are to be opened at the Corny.
Generals Office Montreal on Ist February.

Section 18.—Crainberry Marsh, about 8 miles of this Marsh require to be
cleared and I have a large party of Axe men and several Yoke of Oxen employed
under the direction of Mr. Brewer with whom I form small contracts as the work
proceeds, and have upwards of three Miles already completed, and hope by the end
of March to have a free water communication from one end of this Marsh to the
other.

Section lY.—Jones Falls. Six Locks 10 feet 2 in. lift each. Dam 48 feet high.

Contracted for by Messrs. Mackay & Redpath, whose arrangements for opening
these works in the spring are very good ; they have buildings to contain two hun-
dred men, Smiths shops and every other requisite ; they have also opened two ex-

cellent stone quarries and have cleared the land whore the Locks and [)am are' to be
built, and have 40 stone cutters at woi-k.

Section 16.—Danis Mills, Mr. McLever has a contract to build a Lock of 9 feet

lift and a Dam of 15 feet high ; he has cleared the land and quarried some good
stone.

Section 15.—Chaffeys Mills, two Locks and a Dam, Advertized and tenders to

be opened at the Comy. Grenerals Office Montreal on the 1st February.
Section 14.—Isthmuses between Clear Lake and Indian Lake, also between

Mud Lake and Rideau Lake. Contracted for by Mr. Hartwell, he has cleared the
land and commenced the excavation, but he does not appear to have sufficient

energy to carry on so extensive a Work; I have therefore told him, if I am not
better pleased with his exertions on my next visit I shall be obliged to break his

Contract, and advertize the work afi-esh.

Section 13.—Upper Narrows Rideau Lake advertized and tenders to be opened
1st February at the Comy. Generals Office Montreal.

Section 12.—Olivers Ferry, Rideau Lake, advertized and Tenders to be opened
Ist February at the Comy. Geneials Office Montreal.

Section 11.—First Rapids Locks 7 feet lift and Dam 8 feet high, with consider-

able embankments, advertized and tenders to be opened 1st February at the Comy.
General Office Montreal.

Section 10.—Smiths Falls, 3 Locks 11 feet 2 in. lift each, Dam 23 feet high, with
considerable side walls; contracted for by Messrs. Rykarts & Co; these works are

proceeding rapidly, they have cleared the land, quarried a large quantity of good
stone, and have the Dam more than two thirds built, the side walls to retain the

water to its level are in a foi-ward state.

Section 9.—Old Snie. Two Locks of 8 and 9 feet lifts, Dam 19 feet high, with
considerable embankments. Advertized and tenders to be opened on 1st February
at the Comy. Generals Office Montreal.

Section 8.—Phillips Bay. Lock 6 feel lift. Dam 8 feet high. Advertized and
tenders to be opened 1st February at the Comy. Generals Office Montreal.

Section 7.—Edmunds Rapid. Lock 6 feet lift. Dam 8 feet high. Advertized

and tenders to be opened 1st February at the Comy. Generals Office Montreal.

Section 6.—Maitlands Rapids. Lock 4 feet 6 in. lift Dam 8 feet high at

Maitlands Ferry contracted for by Mr. Thomson, the excavations for the Lock are

proceeding rapidly, and a quantity of good stone is already cut for the Lock,

Section 5.—Merricks Rapids , 3 Locks of 8 feet 4 Inch lift each. Dam 8 feet

high at the head of the rapid ; a considerable quantity of side walling, and clearing

in Merricks Snie. Advertized and tenders to be opened on the 1st February at the

Comy. Generals Office Montreal.

Section 4.—Clowes Quarry. Dam 16 feet high Lock 10 feet lift, with some
embankments and excavations. Contracted for by Mr. James Clowes who has cut a

large quantity of good stone for the Locks, and commenced the Dam, but in so

unworkmanlike a manner, that I broke his contract on the 13th Instant, Capt.

Savage, Capt. Victor and myself being of opinion he had not ability to conduct such
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of closing his account, and advertizing the work of this section immediately.

Section 3.—Nicholsons Eapids Lock of 11 feet lift Dam 16 feet high with some
excavations and embankments ; Advertized and Tenders to be opened Ist February
at the Corny. General's Office Montreal,

Section 2.—Burrets Eapids or the Oxford Snie. Clearing out the Snie ; a

Lock of 11 feet lift and a Dam across the Eideau Eiver 8 feet high, near the Mouth of

the Snie. Contracted for by Messrs. P Wright and Sons. The Clearing is proceed-

ing rapidly.

Section 1.—Long Island still water; Deepening Shoals and removing Boulders

contracted for bj^ Messrs. White and Phillips.

Section 1.—Long Island Eapids. Three Locks of 9 feet lift each, and a Dam
across the Eideau Eiver 27 feet high and embankments. Contracted for b}' Messrs.

White and Phillips ; these works are being well constructed and are proceeding

rapidly.

Section 1.—Black Eapids. One Lock 10 feet lift and a Dam 10 feet high across

the Eideau Eiver. Contracted for by Messrs. White and Phillips; these works are

being well constructed; the excavation for the Lock nearly completed, a quantity

of good stones are well cut for the Lock, and the Dam is in a very forward state.

Section 1.—From Black Eapids to the Hogs Back a distance of four miles only

requires a few boulders to be moved out of the channel of the river
;

this work is

not yet advertized.

Section 1.—Hogs Back Eapids. three Locks of 10 feet lift each and a Dam of

45 feet high, across the Eideau Eiver, Contracted for by Mr. Fenlon, the Dam is

about 36 feet high in most parts, and I hope will be completed to that height before

the spring floods commence, the quarries at this place are good, and the work is

proceeding rapidly. The excavations for the Canal between the Hogs Back and
Dows great swamp are also contracted for by Mi-. Fenlon and are proceeding well.

Section 1. Dows Great Swamp. Contracted for by Messrs. Philemon Wright
and Sons ; this work is a mound of earth across the swamp, and it is proceeding

rapidly.

Section 1.—Clearing grubbing, excavating and forming the Canal from Dows
great swamp to the 1st 8 Locks, contracted for by Mr. Fenlon, this work is pro-

ceeding rapidy.

Section 1.—Stone Bridge across the Canal building by the Eoyal Suppers &
Miners; one abutment complete. Stones for the arch quarried and neai-ly all cut.

Section 1.—First eight locks of ten feet lift each contracted for by Messi's.

McKay and Eedpath. All the stone is quarried, and the greater part required for

the Locks are cut, three of the Locks are commenced.
Section 1.—Excavating the tirst 8 Locks and forming a basin between the

4th & 5th Locks, contracted for by Mr. Pennefeather, this work is nearly
completed, but the Frost occasions the sand and Clay to cave in, which will require to

be removed.

I propose employing the two Companies of Eoyal Sappers & Miners, in con-

structing Lock Gates, Sluices, Waste Weirs, &c. &c. And as this will give them ample
employment on the spot, and to their Officers in the tii-st 20 miles, I shall keep
the men in the Barracks on the Ottawa at the entrance of the Canal, which will save

the expense of putting them under canvass, and in every respect appears the best

arrangement that can be made. My unattached Officers 1 shall disti-ibute on the 1st

of May between Kingston and the Summit Level ; and should I be so fortunate as to

receive the assistance of two other Companies of Eoyal Sappej-s & Miner.-;, I pro-

pose placing them on the 4th Section, that part of the Canal being equally as

healthy as the Ist Section and as difficult to desert from; and there the}'- might
assist the 3rd and 5th Sections.

Captain Savage commg. the 7th and Captain Victor comg. the 15th Com-
pany of Eoyal Sappers & Miners, finding their two Companies a;e not likely

to be divided during the Eideau Service, request me to solicit the Eight Honble.
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and Honble. Board, will approve of the usual pay of 38. per day being allowed to an
officer to do the duty of Adjutant and quarter-master to the said two Companies,
and I shall feel greatly obliged by your recommending the same.

I herewith enclose an Absttact of ray disbursements up to the 23d Instant, which
will be more fully detailed in my progress report of the Ist of May next.

From the number of persons applying for information relative to the Eideau
Works, I have every reason to expect that the whole of the works advertised will

be in progress by the Ist of May next, and I have therefore appointed Mr. Joseph
Charles fi-om the 1st of February next, to the situation of Overseer of Works, in the

room of Mr. Burnett deceased until the Honble. Board's pleasure is known and
beg to state that from the enquiries I have made, Mr. Charles appears in every
respect fit for the situation, the enclosed statement of his 1 have found to be per-

fectly correct, and hope the Honble. Board will confirm the appointment, and
authorize his receiving 7s. 6d. sterling per day and a ration.

I have the Honor to be.

Sir, Your most obedient,

Humble Servant,

JOHN BY,
Lt.-Colonel Royl. Engrs.,

Comg. Rideau Canal.

No. 16.—RT. HON. WILLIAM HUSKISSON TO LORD DALHOUSIE.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 45, p. 1.)

Downing Street, 2nd January, 1828.

My Lord,

The P^stimates, which have lately been received from Lt. Colonel By, of

the Works now in progress upon the Rideau Canal exhibit such an alarming-

increase upon those which have been laid before Parliament, that it becomes
necessary to subject the proceedings there to the strictest examination. For this

purpose a Committee of Officers is at this moment sitting to investigate the various

documents, plans, and Estimates, with which they have been furnished, and upon
the receipt of their Report, a Commission will be sent out to examine into all the

details upon the Spot.— In the Meantime orders have been issued to Lt. Colonel By
to suspend all such operations as are not absolutely necessary to be carried into

immediate execution, in doing which your Loi-dship may possibly have it in your
power Materially to assist him, by prevailing upon Individuals to suspend Contracts

into which they may have entered with that Officer, but which are not yet sanc-

tioned by His Majesty's Government. You will have the goodness to give him every

assistance in your power in effecting this object, and, generally, in the execution of

the orders which he will receive by this Mail. Your Lordship will also, of course,

aff'ord to the Commissioners of Enquiry every facility in the Investigation with

which they are charged. I now write in haste that the Mail may not be longer

delayed, but previous to the departure of the Commissioners, I shall take care to

furnish you more fully with such Instructions as may be necessary. A Copy of this

letter has been forwarded to Sir Peregrine Maitland by the present opportunity.

I have the Honor to be.

My Lord

,

Your Lordship's obed'ent

Humble Servant
W. HUSKISSON.
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No. 17.—COMMITTEE ON CANALS TO GENEEAL MANN.

{Canadian Archives, Series C. Vol. 45, p. 105).

84 Pall Mall. 22nd January 1828.

Sir,—In obedience to your orders of the 4 Instant, we have carefully exam-
ined the Plans, and Estimates for the Construction of the Eideau Canal in Upper
Canada, together with the several Documents on the subject which have been laid

before us, and having also obtained such other information within our reach as we
deemed expedient, we now i-espectfully submit our Eeport commencing with the first

head of our Instructions, by which we are required, "To give our opinion upon the
" Plan proposed by Lt. Colonel By, of effecting the water communication from the
" Ottawa to Kingston, in all its details, especially as to the practicability, economy,
" and safety of the Dams, which the Lieut. Colonel proposes throwing across the
" Eiver, and thus rendering the Small Falls into still Water."

The General tracing of the Water Communication between the Ottawa Eiver,
and Kingston, adopted by Lt. Col. By, is that which appears to have been contem-
plated by the Commission of Engineers, of which a Survey, and Estimate had been
prepared by Mr. Clowes, (a Civil Engineer) for the Legislature of Upper Canada

;

the only material variation in the two Lines, appears to be near the entrance in the
Ottawa, which Lt. Colonel By pi-oposes to form above the mouth of the Eideau Eiver,
whilst the Civil Engineer proposed the Enti-ance below :

—

The reasons Lt. Col. By has given to prefering the entrance above, appear to

xis well founded, as the small Bay in which he has placed the entrance is better

sheltered than it would be below, the ascent from the Ottawa to the Eideau is easier,

being partly thio' a Eavine, and the distance is somewhat shorter. There is also a
difference in the direction of the two lines between Burrets Eapids, and Merricks
Mills, where Mr. Clowes has proposed to carry his Canal thro' 6^ miles of Cultivated
Land, whilst Lt. Col. By carries his Canal on the opposite Bank of the Eiver, for 1^
mile, whei'e the land is waste; for the remainder of the distance, he proposes raising
the water in the Eiver by Dams, by which means he will avoid the puichaseof much
valuable Land (but which is not estimated by Mr. Clowes) and very considerable
cutting in Eock, and We therefore think that Lt. Col. By's Line here is the prefer-

able,—and also being by comparison of the two Estimates, the most economical.
These observations are all that seem to us necessary to be made in this Place, on
the proposed trace of Lt. Col. By's Line of Communication.

With regard to the Dams proposed by Lt.-Colonel By for raising the Water in the
Eapids, to render the Eideau Navigable, we would observe that this is by no means a
novel expedient, having been much practised both in the Old, and Now Hemispheres,
under the more usual denomination of Waste Weirs ; the principle, and use however is

the same, but we have not learnt that any have been constructed so high as Lt.-

Colonel By has proposed at the Hogs Back, and at Jones's Falls, those being 45 feet,

and 48 feet respectively. The Americans have one of 28 feet in height on the
Upper part of the Hudson, above Albany, where the river is from 250 to 300 yards
wide, which is about twice the width of the Eideau where Lt.-Colonel By's first Dam
is proposed ; Mr. Clowes, vho in his Pj-oject has availed himself of the use of Waste
Weirs or Dams to raise the Water on the Eapids ; tho' he has not carried this ex-
pedient to the same extent as Lt.-Col. By, the former having only 10 Dams
across the Eivers, varying from 3 to 7 feet in height, whilst Lt.-Colonel By has 20
of different heights from 8 feet to 48. As a general Principle there does not appear to

us to be any objection to the use of high Dams, which is not also applicable to low,

both obstructing the Navigation of the Eiver (and there aie ali-eady existing several
mill Dams on the Eideau) but the failure of a High Dam would occasion so much
expense in its repair, and so long an interuption to the Navigation that we think
they should oidy be used where local circumstances render it absolutely necessary,
more especially as two low Dams, may in most cases be made to produce the effect of

one high one, and would be cheaper in tho construction.
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Of the two highest Dams Xit.-Colonel By has proposed, one is across the Rideau
at the Hogs Back which is 45 feet high and 400 feet in length, the second at Jones's

Palls on the Cataraqui which is 48 feet in height, and 140 feet in Length ; the Sites

are near Quarries from which the Stone to be used in their Construction may be

easily conveyed,—the banks of the River are favourable, and their construction

enables him to place the necessary Locks together, instead of in two or more
divisions, which would lead to additional expense in the number of Lock keepers,

Quarters, &c. As everything depends on these high Dams being so constructed as to

resist the great pressure of water to which they would be subjected, we have
attentively considered the two sections which Lt.-Col, By has proposed for these

two Pams, which differ considerably in their proportions, and we decidedly prefer

the second design, which we recommend to be adopted also (with the requisite

modification for the difference in height) at the Hogs Back.
We learn from Lieut. Pooley ihat the Dam at the Hog's Back was begun before

he left the Country, and would probably be raised to the height of 10 or 12 feet

before the winter set in, which will atford grounds for forming an opinion as to the

ultimate success—should any doubt arise we would recommend that the Dam should

be finished only to half the proposed height, and a second Dum formed where
necessary in advance, or recourse had to cutting. This, of course, woiild occasion

an alteration in the disposition of the Locks, as it would be necessary to advance a
corresponding portion of them, and in case of the Hog's Back, a Little additional

expense in forming fresh excavations, for the Locks to be so advanced ; and here we
would also recommend that the upper portion of Locks at this point should not be

commenced until the Dam was carried to the intended height (whatever that may
ultimately be), and no reason seen to doubt its durability.

"We are of opinion that means will be obtained to float Timber over the Dams
without injury, and we are informed that the right to all the Rivers in Upper
Canada is specially reserved to the Crown with a way or communication on both

banks ; should this opinion and information prove correct, no well grounded cause
of complaint against the Dams would exist.

With regai'd to the expense of the Dams proposed by Lt.-Colonel By as compared
with the cutting to be saved, he has not given the depth of cutting, nor more than

a general description of the nature of the ground ; neither has Mr. Clowes given
any Sections of this Cutting in these Parts ; but having well considered the infor-

mation, and data we could obtain as to the comparative economy of each, we are

induced to believe it will preponderate in favor of Dams. It would no doubt be
satisfactory before pioceeding with more than those Dams now in progress, to have
a calculation of the expense of cutting, at each point where Dams are proposed in

lieu thereof founded on Sections of the ground, and of boreings to ascertain its nature.

We now come to the Second Head of our Instructions.

"To give an opinion, and report upon the amount, and upon all the details of
" expense of the Estimate transmitted by Lt. Colonel By, and whether any less

" expensive mode of effecting the object in view can be devised."

For the above purpose we have very carefully examined and analyzed every
part of Lt. Colonel By's Estimate that could be compared with the Surveys of the
Ground, and the designs he has furnished for the various works, and there are some
considerable differences in various Items between our Calculations, and Lieut. Colonel
By's, sometimes in excess, and at others in diminution. We consider the Estimate on
the whole to have been foimed with much care and accuracy.

We have drawn out on paper A, which accompanies this Report, a List of those

Items where we were enabled to enter into a comparison, and in which our calcula-

tions differ from the Estimate either in excess or diminution, by which it will be
seen that our Calculation is on all these Items £7,607.1.11 less than Lt. Colonel
By's, but as the principal discepancies are found in the cutting, and embankments
where we frequently have not sufficiently numerous Sections to show all the
Accidents of the ground, we would not recommend the difference to be deducted
from the amount of the Estimate.
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We have carefully examined the designs for the Locks on which Lt. Colonel
By's Estimate is grounded, which seem in general to be judiciously, and carefully

formed, but observing that the side Walls of the eleven Locks Contracted for, which
are on an average 18 feet in height are proposed to be 6 feet 6 inches thick at top,

and 8 feet at bottom, and altho' we are aware that these Walls will necessarily have to

Support the pressure of the Earth whilst in a green state, and that allowance must
also be made for the effect of severe frost on the masonry, still We are induced to be
of opinion that a reduction of one foot in the Thickness of these Walls might safely

be made, which would create a saving of ^th of the masonry of these Locks. We
have no sections of the remaining Locks to enable us to decide if their side Walls
will admit of similar diminution of thickness, but we are led to think from the
quantity of masonry in the different Items of the Estimate, that such will be found
to be the case and we recommend this important point for consideration on the spot,

with a Eeport, accompanied by the fullest documents necessary for its decision.

With regard to that part ot Our Instructions wherein We are requested " To
report whether any less expensive mode of effecting the object in view can be
devised "

: We are unable to point out decidedly any reduction, except that which
might arise from lessening the thickness of his side Walls, on which We hope that

a saving to a considerable amount may be effected together with a saving of about

£9,000, which we are of opinion might be made on the Items of the Estimate for

cutting a straight Channel for the Cataroqui River through the Marsh above Kingston,
as it appears that the Navigation here might be sufficiently improved for present

purposes by cutting off some of the principal elbows of the River, altho' a little time
will be lost in the longer Channel. And here it should be observed that we can-

not suggest any alterations or consequent savings on Lt. Colonel By's projects except-

ing the two above mentioned; yet it appears in consequenceof the judicious arrange-

ments of Lt. Col. By, planning that his heaviest works as far as hitherto designed
should be so placed as to have stone near at hand, that he has obtained contracts by
Public competition for the first eleven Locks, and the other Constructions of Masonry
at the entrance of the Canal not exceeding Is. 1^ per cubic foot, which is about \ less

than the estimated Price.

Now altho' there may be some grounds for apprehending that as the Works
advance into the unsettled and Little explored parts of the Line, the expense of pro-

curing Provisions for the Workmen & transporting of Materials may occasion an
increase of the Contract piices, yet we have reason to hope that by a continuance of

the preparatory measures above described, these prices will be but little Augmented,
and may in cases where Quarries are very favourably situated be even diminished.

We therefore think that altho' Lt. Colonel By may have been right in estimating

the Masonry at his valuation of Is. 5d. per cubic foot, the average of the Contract Pj-ices

ma}' be expected not to acceed Is. 21., and a saving in the execution of jUh of the

Estimate for Masonry be expected under the Head of Price. The prices in Lt.

Colonel By's Estimate for digging in the various kinds of Soil, and in Rock, and for

clearing Grounds, Fences, Bridges, &c., appear to us on the whole to be modei'ate

;

that at £15 15s. per acre for grubbing (the total of which amounts to £3,038 18s. 6d.)

appeared at tirst sight to be very high, but on considering the nature of the work;
and the care with which it must be done, we were less surprised to learn that the

lowest tender received by the Commissary General at Public competition for this

Service amounted to the sum stated in the Estimate.

This seems to be the proper stage of our Report for offering some Remarks on the

plan and Pjstimate of Mr. Clowes the Civil Engineer for this Navigation, and which
we apprehend we arc called upon to consider in the first Article of your Instructions.

No general Plan, or particular Plans of Locks or other Works are furnished by
Mr. Clowes ; nor any prices for his Masonry' or Carpenters' Work, nor any Sections

or borings to ascertain the nature of the Soil, and extent of his cuttings in Earth

and Rock. A Gross sum or quantity is taken for each as they occur on his Line,

but from what we have already shewn we do not think the Lockage can be executed

in a more economical manner than that which we have suggested, and which will
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be about as much as the total of Mr. Clowes Estimate for the whole Navigation, and
which conclusion we are confirmed in by the much greater proportionate Expendi-
ture on the La Chine Canal. With regard to the Estimate for Cutting 25 miles of
Canal which he proposes to form, as we have no Sections or Borings of the Ground,
we cannot speak decidedly, but there seems reason for concluding that the quantities

and nature of the cuttings are greatly underrated, Mr. Clowes also han omitted in

his Estimate to provide for many services absolutely necessary in the execution of
his project, besides the total omission of any percentage for Contingencies which in

Lt. Colonel By's Estimate amount at the usual rate of -^^ to £42,862 18s. lOd.

On the whole we are of the opinion that after allowing Mr. Clowes much credit

for skill & industry, in exploring and making the best general Line for etfecting this

Water Communication under many difficulties occasioned by the State of the Country,
and with probably little professional assistance, his Estimate for executing the

necessary work is quite inadequate, and with his report are rather calculated to

show the practicability of the measure than to give an accurate calculation of the

expense of effecting it. This conclusion we think will appear well founded on a
careful consideration of the numerous plans proposed with great labour and atten-

tion by Lt. Colonel By and his Officers, and which were all necessary before

any satisfactory Design or Estimate for the Canal could have been made. The only
item in Lt. Colonel By's Estimate of the necessity of which we are not yet
sufficiently informed is the Construction of a Bridge at the expense of nearly £3,000,
across the Ottawa in the vicinity of the Entrance, and principal Works on the Canal.

The motive is stated to have been to induce the Contractors to undertake the Works
on Lower Terms than they otherwise would have done, by opening an easy com-
munication with the only settlement in that part of the Country from *which
their supplies of provisions and many articles of Materials could be obtained at less

expense than otherwise would have been incurred ; and it seems not unreasonable
to conclude that the measure has had the effect of Lowering the Contract prices

considerably, but a full Keport in all its bearing on this subject seems required,

embracing also the considei-ation of the means of making the Bridge repay part of
its Expense by levying a Toll on all Passengers, and Materials excepting those
employed on the Canal.

On the question whether a less expensive mode of effecting this Navigation can
be devised we have already stated all the saving which we think can with safety be
made in Lt. Colonel By's Plan, but a mode might be found of keeping down the
present expense of the undertaking (tho' it certainly would not be ultimately econo-

mical) by executing those Locks of the Canal not yet begun, in Wood instead of

Masonry. Eleven Locks in masonry are understood to be in progress, the remain-
ing thirty-six might therefore be of wood. We cannot in this country calculate

with much accuracy the expenses of this Construction, but see reason to believe

from the best information we can procure of the prices of Timber and Workman-
ship in Canada that the expense would not exceed one-third that of Masonry. We
are of opinion however, that nothing but weighty financial considerations would
sanction the adoption of wooden Locks, which could only be considered a temporary
Expedient.

On this question of the Locks of enlarged dimensions proposed by Lt. Colonel
By, on which we are by the third head of Our Instructions desired to report, the
Lieutenant Colonel has suggested the considerable advantage as regards both Com-
merce, and Military operations, which would accrue fromenlarging the Locks of the
Eideau Navigation from 20 to 50 feet, leaving the depth as at present 5 feet. This
he says could be effected at an expense of £50,000, to which has to be added about
£3,000, for widening the Locks already begun. We do not however see an immedi-
ate advantage likely to be derived from this partial measure, sufficient to justify

the expense above stated ; but should well grounded reasons exist for expecting that

at a future period an extended Steam Navigation from Lake Ontario to Quebec, may
not be beyond the financial means of the two Countries to execute, then we think this

proposition of Lt. Colonel By's deserving of consideration, as we are of opinion that
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a general Steam Communication would be attended with great Military advantages,

and we Apprehend if the whole Line of the Eideau Caual should now be executed
with 20 feet Locks in Masonry, this would in all probability preclude that enlarge-

ment hereafter which would render the large Steam Boats of the St. Lawrence avail-

able for Lake Ontaria, and the Ottawa,—And here We may observe that the expe-
dient we suggested for effecting a present saving, by executing the remaining 20 feet

Locks in Wood, would also have the advantage of Leaving open for future decision this

important question of the enlarged Steam Navigation, as the Construction of 36 Locks
in Wood could only be temporary, to be replaced hereafter by Locks in Stone, of

whatever dimensions should then be found most eligible. The following Statement
shows what we suppose would be the expense of the different constructions pre-

viously considered.

Lt. Colonel By's Estimate for the Eideau Communication.

Locks in stone 474, 844, 1, 2J.
Do Modified by this Committee, and the Cost of the masonry

reduced to the Price already contracted for 407, 531, 4, 3f.
Do If the remaining 36 Locks be executed in Wood 330, 118, 7, 2f.

In obedience to the last Article of Our Instructions. "To report whether Lt.
" Colonel By has not lost sight entirely of the plan, and Estimate for the work, hav-
" ing the same object in view which the Late Master General, and Board contemplated
"when they ordered Lt. Col. By to execute the Service, viz. : the Plan and Estimate
" framed by a Civil Engineer in the Country, and in addition of £24,000 sterling by
" the Qommittee of Engineers of which Sir James Smyth was President, being to
" provide £500 in addition for each Lock in order to make them of the same size

" with those of LaChine Canal, but that he has not distinctly reported that he has
'' done so, much less accounted for his doing so excepting verbally thro' Lieutenant
"Pooley, and whether Lt.-ColonelBy was not repeatedly referred to those Plans, and
" Estimates, and positively ordered to adhere to them."

We have to state that L.-Colonel By appears to have adhered generally to the Line
of Country pointed out in his Instructions, but has deviated from the tracing intended

by the Civil Engineer's Estimate, to which he was referred, in the places already
mentioned, in all which the Lieut.-Colonel appears to have been guided by a desire

to effect the object in the most judicious, and beneficial manner. We also find that

he has strictly followed the dimensions ofthe Canal, and Locks which were proposed
by the Commission of Engineers, & ordered by the Master General to be executed.

With repect to the Estimate framed by the Civil Engineer, and augmented by the

Sum of £24,000 by the Commission of Engineers, we are of opinion that Lt.-Colonel

By did not lose Sight of it, as he reported on the 6 Deer 18'i6 " that he had great
" doubts whether the work could be performed for £169,000, but that he could not
" venture to give a decided opinion on the subject until he had well examined the
" whole line." We have already offered our opinion on the inadequacy of that

amount, and it does not appear to us that detailed Estimates founded on accurate
measurements, and levels could be prepared, and transmitted until the second
Summer.

The Documents referred for our Consideration are returned with thisEeport.

We have, &c. «fec.

ALEX. BEYCE, M. Genl. Pres.

JOHN T. JONES, Colonel.

EDWD. FANSHAW, Lt Col.Boyal Engrs.

There is one subject in this report in which, from Local Knowledge, I cannot
agree with the other Members of the Committee, and that is relative to the adoption
of wooden Locks, upon the 36 remaining Locks of the Eideau Canal upon the
principle of leaving open the question of whether the Locks are to be enlarged, or to

continue at 20 feet in breadth for future discussion. The augmentation of the Eideau
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Locks without the whole Series of Canals and Locks from Montreal to the Eideau
were similarly enlaiged, would aftbrd no military advantage whatever, and the idea

of making an uninterupted Steam Navigation from the St. Lawrence by either the

North or South sides ot Montreal Island, the Ottawa, and the Eideau, appears to me
too gigantic, and expensive an undertaking ever seriously to be thought of. I would
certainly prefer going on upon our present Plan, with Locks of masonry of the

present dimensions, at whatever rate of 3'early expenditure it may be convenient to

His Majesty's Government to allow, having recourse only to the wooden Locks in the

event of the probability of Hostilities, rendering the early completion of the work
necessary.

J. CAEMICHAEL SMYTH,
M. General.

January 22 1828.

No. 18.—COMMITTEE ON CANALS TO COLONEL BY.

(Canadian Archives, Series C, Vol. 4:5, p. 215.)

Kingston 28th June 1828.

The Committee appointed to assemble in Canada respecting the Eideau Canal,
having gone through the Line of Navigation, and having examined the Nature and
Construction of the works proposed by you, the extent of the Contracts entered into,

the mode adopted for the prosecution of the work, and certain Individuals having
preferred claims, which, if just, it is desirable should be liquidated as soon as

possible; desire to call j'our attention and request your compliance with the follow-

ing observation :

—

The account of Monies expended upon the Eideau Canal up to the 23rd January,
1828, transmitted to England by you, states the amount at £61,236 Os. 6fd. The
Committee are instructed to authoi-ize you to lay out upon the work in the year
1828 the sum of £105,000 0.0. under the following resti'iction, and we beg to caution

you in the clearest manner against undertaking any further works until those

alieady in progress are sufficiently advanced to enable you to appropriate Funds for

other parts.

You will be pleased to understand that in the first place you are to deduct
from the £105,000 your expenditure from the 23i-d of January up to the present
period. Secondly We have to request 3'^ou will on the 30th of this month direct

the discharge of every just claim on the Department, according to the terms of

Conti-act, and upon the most careful measurements and examinations of the Certify-

ing Officer. The Balance remaining out of the £105,000, after the Payments above
described, will be the sum you are authorised to expend in the following manner
during the year 1828 :

—

The Navigation is to be carried on between the Ottawa & Kingston, upon a
continuous depth of water of 5 feet at the lowest seasons, calculating the Kingston
waters at present as 4 ft. above the lowest level.

The locks are to be capable of containing a steam boat 30 feet wide over the

paddle Boxes, and 108 ft. long, clear of opening the Gates.
The Committee cannot upon so extensive a line authorise any deviation from

the Original mode of placing the Sluices, or in the position of the Gates. But we
concur with you in reducing the thickness of Manonry of the side walls shown in

your Section of 1st December, 1827.

With respect to the construction of the Dams, the Committee recommend the
greatest attention to the Abutments, and that the upper surface be formed of

Joggled Masonry, as shown in the Section for Jones' Fall Dam; sent to England by
3''ou and approved by the Committee which assembled in London.
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The Committee Concur in the advantages of the alterations proposed by you as
regards the arrangements of the Locks between Dow's Great swamp and the Hog's
back ; The inundation of the Swamp itself, and the concentration of four Locks at

Kingston Mills to obtain an uninterrupted Navigation up to Brewer's Lower Mills,

provided the existing Contracts are of a nature to authorise such a deviation from the
Original plan.

You are requested to favor the Committee as soon as possible with the Total

Amount required for the Eideau Navigation upon the above Scale and Construction.

The Committee are aware That in an undertaking of the nature of the Eideau
Navigation, through an uncleared Country, it has not been possible, with the means
at your convenience, and the expedition which has been used to practise that degree
of regularity and vigilant superintendence by executive Professional Officers, which
is indispensible and can alone in its further progress ensure a proper economy of the
Public Money, consistent with the effectiveness and durability of the Work; but
they beg particularly to impress upon you their Opinion that the Militaiy Officers,

and the Professional Civilians of the Department unde-r your orders should be im-

mediately dislocated (distributed?) throughout the Works in Progress in such a man-
ner as to insure for every part of the Line at least a Daily inspection with such more
constant Superintendence as will secure the most substantial and creditable executiou

of the \evy important Work which has been entrusted to your charge and that each
Officer should keep a full and complete Diary of the Progress, reporting in Abstract
to you weekly.

The Committee cannot sufficiently recommend the most careful Scrutiny and
examination of the Executive Officers, under your Authority, of all claims by Con-
tractors or Others, employed by Government with a desire to do strict justice, and to

satisfy Individuals that such feeling is consistent with your wishes, & the due pro-

gress of the Work.
The Committee are of opinion that especially in a Work of such a Magnitude

where Officers are liable to removul, and many Individuals concerned, all Cheques of

time, and all measurements of Work and Material should be entered in a book kept as

a public Eecord, signed by the Certifying Officers whenever measurements are made,
and assented to at least weekly by the signatuie of the Claimant or the Person acting

for him. An Abstract from this Book transmitted quarterly to By Town will enable

you to order Corresponding Payments agreeably to the Terms of Contract.

We have to call your attention to the expediency ofConstructing the Lock Masters

Houses in such a manner and such situations that they may become defensible Guard
houses, and a protection to the Locks and Dams at the several Stations, and that yoa
should also submit to the proper authorities the preservations or purchase of such
Land at each Station as appears best adapted for militaiy Works.

The Committee have already recommended an accurate survey of the Ground about

By Town, and we request you to annex to it the valuation of whatever additional

Land, beyond the present reserve, will be Eequired for a Depot for 5,000 Men.

We have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedt. humble Servant,

JAMES KEMPT, Zt. Genl.

EDW. FANSHAW, Lt.Col Bl. Engrs.

G. G. LEWIS, i«. Col. Rl .Engrs.
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NOTE E.

RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES AFTER THE PEACE OF 1783.

No. 1.—NEPEAN TO DOECHESTBE.

{Canadian Archives Series, Q. 27—1, page 38.)

Whitehall 3l8t March 1787.

Secret.

My Lord,—The gentleman whose name I shall mention in the next private let-

ter, I may have occasion to write to your Lordship, has been engaged, and is to be
paid an annual Salary in consideration of his services, of £200.

Your Lordship will see by the inclosed paper of occurrences (which is the
mode he practices of conveying his intelligence) what has passed to the 6th of last

month, and that he has an intention of paying you a visit in order to settle his Plan
of Communication. He was employed during the war and rendered services, ex-
posing himself to considerable Eisque, and I am, inclined to think will make himself
useful. I have very little personal knowledge of him, but from what I have seen
he appears to be a cool, temperate man.

I have the honour to be, &c., &c.,

EVAN" NEPEAN.

No. 2.—LOED DOECHESTEE TO LOED SYDNEY.

(Canadian Archives Series Q. 27^-1 page 95.)

Quebec 10th April 1787.

No. 15.

My Lord,—Certain Communications ofa very interesting nature have been made
to me, which I am inclined to think may not all readily find their way into a more
direct channel ; I therefore enclose them to your Lordship ; and shall only observe
that nothing therein contained occasions the least change in my opinion concerning
the Upper Posts mentioned in my letter No. 10.

I am with much respect & esteem, Your Lordship's

most obedient, and most humble servant.

DOECHEETEE.

A.

At the commencement of the late war, it is well known that there were numbers
of persons in the States, who opposed Great Britain in certain points, who had no
views of a separation, and who were drawn on step by step into the measure of
Independence; and many others much against their inclination, and without the
power of looking back.

At this moment there is not a gentleman in the States from New Hampshire to

Georgia, who does not view the present Government with contempt, who is not con-

vinced of its inefficacy, and who is not desirous of changing it for a monarchy.
They are divided into three classes.

6a—OG
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The first class proposes a federal Grovernment somewhat resembling the Consti-

tution of the State of New York, with an annual Executive, Senate, and House of

Assembly.
The second wish to have a sovereign for life with two triennial Houses of Parlia-

ment.
The third are desirous of establishing an Hereditary Monarchy with a form of

Government as nearly resembling Great Britain as possible.

Of the first class many look up to General Washington ; those of the second and
third classes cast their eyes to the House of Hanover for a Sovereign, they wish for

one of the King's Sons.

The third class is the most powerful, and composed of some of the ablest men in

the States.

They esteem the plan of the first class every way inadequate, that of the second
in favour of an Elective Monarchy, very objectionable, witness the condition of

Poland, but view their own system if successful as affording the fairest prospect of a

respectable and stable Government. They have already fixed upon two gentlemen to

go to Great Britain upon this subject, when they judge that matters are ripe for it.

As to the Convention to be held at Philadelphia in May next, however able

individually considered, it is impracticable for them to adopt any measures capable

of giving vigour to the present federal Government, which will be approved first in

Congress, and afterwards in the different legislatures.

In fact the Gentlemen composing the third class expect nothing from the Con-

vention in their public capacity, but wish to profit from such a meeting, to know
fully each others opinions, to form arrangements and to take such steps as are pro-

per to give them effect.

The present federal Government is weakness itself, it must fall to pieces in the

course of next winter, and is held together now merely by the prospect of the con-

ventions being able to do something effectual.

The present public distresses are unsurmountable.

Foreign Powers are pressing for their money.
France turning her claims over to Holland.

The French Interest sunk to nothing.

Mr. Jay the Minister for Foreign Affairs has reported fully to Congress, that not

only the facts stated in the Memorial transmitted by Lord Carmarthen are true,

but that there are many others of a similar nature not then known in Great Britain

;

Congress are fully sensible of these infractions, but find themselves so feeble in every

respect, that they do not chuse to venture any public recommendation to the States

on this Subject. They will remain in New York.

The Gentlemon of the third class do not wish Yermont to confederate at present,

although no strangers to the part she has acted. They wish Great Britain to retain

the Forts at this time and to be strong in Canada. They do not desire any Com-
mercial Treatj^ to be formed at present, but think a few particular indulgencies might

be well.

There is no living under the present Government.
They are resolved to run all risks in carrying their points.

Even the Presbyterian Clergy are become Advocates for Monarchy, the cora-

munitj^ in general finding from experience, that a Eepublican System however
beautiful in theory, is not calculated for an extensive country.

General "Washington has been lately sounded upon the subject, but nothing will

ind'uco him to return into public life ; conscious that he has acquired great military

glory, perfectly satisfied with his condition, without children, and having no rela-

tions who are men of Ambition or active Talents, this Gentleman is determined to

pass the remainder of his life in retirement and peace.

Notwithstanding this opinion concerning General "Washington, there is another

which suggests that this Gentleman looks forward to the supreme power, and that

he will not be present at the convention from motives of policy, and that Doctor
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Griffiths, of Yirginia, who is soon going to England, in hopes of being consecrated a
Bishop, had been employed by him to sound the county on this very subject.

From other sources of information it is understood that men of ability in the

States are in general strongly impressed with the necessity of establishing a
Monarchy ; they find their present Government neither efficient nor respectable

;

they are greatly divided in opinion upon this subject, whether they shall raise an
American to this dignity, or procure a Sovereign from Great Britain or from
France.

General Washington has a party of friends, he will not be present at the Conven-
tion in May; but a strong idea prevails, that he looks forward to this dignity, has
done so for years, and that to this object he sacrificed the interests of the late

Continental Army.
It is imagined that the Convention will form the outline of some general plan,

which they will submit to Congress for their Approbation, and that of the States and
then adjourn.

Some gentlemen are so convinced of the necessity of having an Upper House as

well as a Sovereign, that they intend the proposing to raise all the Members, who
formed the Congress of one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five to this dignity,

and even to make it hereditary.

The general triennial meeting of the Cincinnati and a meeting of the American
Episcopal Clergy will be held at Philadelphia at the same time with the Convention

;

the Congress remaining at New York.
Doctor Griffiths, from Virginia, passed some time at New York this winter ; he

is esteemed an able man and returned home very lately; this gentleman who is

looked upon as a friend of General Washington, mixed much with men in office, as

well as with many respectable individuals in different parts of the country, he is

expected to sail soon for England, being recommended as a proper person to be
consecrated a Bishop.

No. 3.—TO LOED DOECH.ESTER.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q. 36—2 p. 434.)

Detroit, May (say June) the 4th, ITSS.

My Lord,—The gentleman I sent to Fort Pitt is just returned from thence, and
I have it now in my power to inform Your Lordship that I have a prospect of open-

ing a friendly intercourse with the Inhabitants of the Ohio.

The Depredations lately committed upon that River by the Indians is for the
present prejudicial to that open and unsuspecting communication I could wish to

establish; and the new Constitution occupying the atttention of the great body of
the people from the foot of the Laurel Hill to the western extremity of Pennsylvania
at this moment prevents the agitation of any matter respecting the Mississippi.

Large numbers of people continue constantly to emigrate to the Kentucky as wish-

ing apparently to separate themselves from the new proposed federal government

;

and from what I can learn, it seems that their evident interest corresponding with
their inclinations, leads them to wish for Independency, and a free passage into the

Ocean by the natural channel of the Mississippi. I have wrote to several gentlemen
of interest at the falls of the Ohio and Kentucky, but as the Indians make frequent
incursions into that Country it has heretofore prevented me from obtaining the

satisfactory answers I had otherwise a right to expect.
Congress having ceded to Connecticut one hundred and twenty miles west from

the western limits of Pennsylvania, as the proportion due that state from the ceded
Country, north-west of the Ohio, a number of gentlemen from that Government
are now at Pittsburg on the actual design of forming a colony within the j^rescribed

limits upon the River Muskingum, and the necessary preparations are making at

Redstone for the conveyance of the numerous adventurers down the Ohio, at the head

6a—QG^
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of which is a son of General Putnam. There is a General Parsons concerned in the
same enterprise, from whom I have received advances, that I imagine may prove
favourable towards a harmonious understanding in point of Commercial interest

between Great Britain and these rising settlements. In fact the joint advantage of
all parties who mean to be resident upon the Ohio, and to enhance the value of their
landed property must induce them to insist upon a free entrance into the Bay of
Mexico, and to solicit our trade. I have the strongest invitations to go to Fort Pitt

from the first authorities there, and in its vicinity, and from [information which] has
been communicated to me verbally from many thro' the gentleman just returned, I
might do much by a short visit.

Great preparation is making there for the intended Treaty, and much expected
from the compliance of the Indians. Mr. McKee is now at the Miamis River, and
seems to possess an entire influence over the minds of the Western Tribes. I shall

join him in a few days, I should be happy to know your Lordship's pleasure with
respect to my visiting Pittsburg and even Kentucky, in order to draw propositions,

from men of character and interest for Your Lordship's consideration, and I will

beg leave to observe, that if I was enabled to influence the press at the former place,

.

and engage a proper person there to write upon the utility of measures in view, it

would greatly tend to acbelerate so desirable an event. Though I shall make it my
study to exercise the utmost economy in case your Lordship should judge it expe-
dient for me to appear there under the pretext of private business, yet as the
expences attending it must be more than I can afford, I hope your Lordship will see

the necessity of some pecuniary aid, the quantum I submit entirely to your Lord-
ship.

I inclose two Letters from Pittsburg, the one from the late Auditor General
of the middle department, and the other from General Nevil, one of the Executive
Council of Pensylvania, from whence your Lordship will discover the footing upon
which I placed my first advances. As I am in expectation of an answer to my
former dispatches respecting the occupation of the meditated posts by the Ameri-
cans, it will be unnecessary to comment upon the consequences here.

Your Lordship's resolution with regard to my going to Pittsburg, and any
further measures intended from the proposed visit will be acceptable to me.

I shall in all events make it my constant study to be serviceable and worthy
the notice and patronage of Your Lordship.

NO. 4.—DORCHESTER TO LORD SYDNEY.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q. 38, page 145.)

Quebec 14th October 1788.

My Lord,—I enclose certain communications lately received ; they are in con-

tinuation of the paper marked A inclosed in my letter No. 15 of the 10th April 1787.
I am, with much respect and esteem.

Your Lordship's
Most obedient and
Most humble Servant,

DORCHESTER.

No. 5.—OPINIONS AND OBSERVATIONS OF DIFFERENT PERSONS RE-
SPECTING THE UNITED STATES.

(^Canadian Archives, Series Q. 38 page, 146.)
'

The States at present ^re divided into two great parties; those who have pro-
moted the new government call themselves federalists, their opponents are dis-

tinguished by the name of anti federalists, and their animosities are carried to great

lengths.
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It is generally admitted that the federal convention which assembled at Phila-

delphia in 1787, was composed of many of the ablest men in the states; after much
previous discussion, three plans were submitted to their consideration and debated:

Ist. That of New Jersey, supposed to be the production of Governor Livingston,

which went merely to the increase of the powers of the present congress ; it was
judged insufficient.

2nd. Colonel Hamilton's, that had in view the establishment of a m.onarchy,
and the placing the crown upon the head of a foreign prince, which was overruled,

although supported by some of the ablest members of the convention.

3rd. That of Virginia which was adopted. The ablest men in the States ^re at

this moment strongly piepossessed in favour of our form of government, and they
view the constitution which,they are straining every nerve to establish, rather as an,

experiment, paving the way for a more energetic one, than as a final settlement of
the country, but they have gone fully as far as they could, and in truth few instances

if any can be produced in which so general a resumption of authority has taken
place without violence in so short a time, where the surrender had been so compleat;
the new government will be formed at New York in March without much difficulty

or disturbance, but whether it will remain for any time possessed of energy suf-

ficient to effect the ends for which it was framed is very doubtful indeed; General
Washington will be the President and Mr. Hancock, it is thought, will be the Vice-
President, it is suspected both these gentlemen have a french bias.

The new government will be attended with more expence than the present one,

or than a prudent well regulated monarchy; the gentlemen whose views wei'e

pointed to a regal government, consider the present short lived appointment of
President as a poor object for ambition, and that some future one may probably
wish to reestablish monarchy in order to raise himself and his family to permanent
greatness.

The difficulty ofbringing the newgovernment into operation is greatly increased
by the inconsiderable majorities which decided its adoption in the conventions of the
great states of Massachusetts Bay, New York, Pennsylvania and Vii-ginia, in all of
which the majorities as to numbers are antifederalists, although the partizans in

favour of the new system hold the greater share of landed and personal property.

The whole weight of theorderof theCincinnatti, is thrown into the federal scale,

and pains have been taken, particularly during the course of the last year, to strengthen,
and cement this military institution, of which General Washington is at present
President General, and Major General Knox, Secretary General ; notwithstanding all

the objections to this order, fi-om the natural jealousy of a confederated Eepublican
government, it is at this moment a hereditary one, with this singular distinction,

that the possessor has a right to leave his diploma to a younger son in preference,
if he thinks him more worthy of it.

The ensuing winter will be exhausted in state contentions between the two great
parties

; the enemies of the new government will use every endeavour to weaken it,

its friends to maintain the ground they have gained, Pennsylvania has already taken
the lead, her legislature being now in session, and she has given the tone to the
opposition, following the style of the circular letter from the state convention of
New York, upon her adoption of the constitution at Poughkeepsie ; this letter is

considered to have been very prejudicial to the federal interest, but it was the price
of the compromise of the antifederal gentlemen, who would not even have agreed
to this, if New Hampshire and Virginia had not gone before them in deciding to

adopt the system; finding the constitution carried, they did not chuse to withdraw
from the Union, as Ehode Island and North Carolina have done, knowing that their
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opponents had determined to separate the southern districts from the northern, and
to defend New York Island and its dependencies, which included nearly those
positions occupied by the King's Troops during the late war, for which purpose they
bad actually concerted measures with such of the neighbouring States as had
previously adopted the new constitution.

Many wealthy individuals have taken a decided part in favor of the new plan,

from the hope that the domestic debt of the Union may be funded, and that the

various paper securities, of which they are holders to a great amount, purchased for

a trifle, may rise to their full value.

The effect, which the present change now taking place in the states has produced
upon that description of men who were known to have been uniformly attached to

our government is worthy of notice; some of the most enlightened are federalists,

from the persuasion that the re-union of the empire is impracticable ; while many of
the lower order are violent antifederalists, flattering themselves that the ruin and
disti-ess of the country may produce what they have never lost sight of, but a large

and respectable proportion take little or no part in the general politics of the day;
they begin notwithstanding to rise in the estimation of the country, are courted by
both parties, and have in many instances been elected members of the State Legisla-

tures, and even appointed Delegates to Congress.

It is certain that during the present summer while it was not expected, that

nine states, the number required by the constitution would ratify it, there was an
intention to have had recourse to arms, Major General Knox held himself in readiness

at New York for several weeks, and measures were taken to assemble ten thousand
men in New England and a corps in Jersey, many of the officers were named for these

Troops, General Washington being no stranger to the measure, and it having been
reported and believed, that Count Moutier, the French Minister, was taking a part
unfriendly to the new government. General Knox told this minister plainly what he
had heard, at the same time assuring him, that the gentlemen in the states, were
determined to carry this point, and if he persisted in his purpose, or if the agents of
his Court, were found to take an unfriendly part in it, it would detach the country
from France.

The collection of taxes and prevention of smuggling are amongst the leading

difficulties which the new system has to encounter, and it remains yet to be decided,

whethej' the people of the states at large are in a disposition to submit to measures
unavoidably requisite, if they are to be a nation, connected with foreign powers,
either, by political or commercial treaties; they must have an armv beyond a doubt;
the present continental establishment is calculated for the Indian frontiers only, and
is even inadequate to that service, yet whilst the murmurs and complaints are univer-

sal, population is rapidly increasing, agriculture flourishes, and the face of the coun-
try exhibits the picture ofa people, rather unwilling, than unable, to contribute to the

necessities, and to restore the honor of a contemptible government.

Amongst the number of objections to the new system raised by the advocates

for a monarchy, the constant struggles for power, which in the nature of things

must take place between the general or national, and the state governments, are not

the least important, without an army it is doubted how far the State governments
may not be expected to prevail.

Many sensible federalists view the new system as a work for their posterity,

doubt whether any of its advantages will be felt in their time, and seem anxious to

remove the imjjressions of imaginary benefits, which many of its advocates declared

it to be pi'egnant with, in order to give it a momentary popularity in the country.
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The antifederalists in general are quiet for the present, but neither the spirit

nor the strength of the party are exhausted ; sullen and discontended, they hold
little intercourRe with their adversaries, and all the ties of social life are done away;
yet it must be admitted, that in vigor, talents and a chain of intercourse, they are
very inferior to the federal party, who amidst a variety of difficulties, enjoy this

advantage, that a republican government does not seem calculated for the genius
and disposition of the people in the states.

The emigration to Kentucky and to Major General St. Clair's government
beyond the Ohio, termed the western territory, have exceeded the bounds of credi-

bility, it is difficult to form a true estimate of the number of the inhabitants, but
they are daily increasing, and notwithstanding the evident inconveniences of settling

such an extensive countiy under all the dangers of an Indian war, the spirit of
removing from the seaboard states does not subside, particularly fi-om New England,
whose enterprizing people, checked in their commercial pursuits, turn with wonder-
ful facility to this tempting although remote country, and without being deterred
by the danger or prevented by the difficulty of finding the means of subsistence for

themselves and families until they can form an establishment in those distant settle-

ments, they travel in hords to the southwest, threatening the Spanish provinces
with early hostilities as a leading step to which, a body of five hundred men, formed
into a regiment regularly officered and armed, with two field pieces, have agreed on
a plan to establish themselves upon the junction of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers

on the northern bank, they are commanded by Colonel Sherman of Connecticut are
to rendez-vous at Pittsburg in May, where their craft is preparing, and call them-
selves the first division of the intended settlement, they are composed chiefly of
officers and soldiers who served in the late continental army, these men declare
themselves indiftereut whether this measure may be agreeable to Congress or not,

as to the Spaniards they neither fear nor respect them and are of opinion that the
Kentucky people will force their way down tne Missisippi to the ocean in two years,
if not sooner, as to themselves they are desirous to open a friendl}' intercourse with
our government by the northern lakes, passing down some of the rivers that fall

into the green Ba}'-, which has a ready communication with Michilimackinac, where
they wish to be permitted to exchange their furs for our manufactures and where
they think they may be obtained cheaper than by a land carriage through the
States.

The present feeble Congress has little authority over any part of the western
country and it is much doubted whether the new one, may possess power sufficient

for the purpose.

The change now taking place in the United States, has not escaped the attention
of the inhabitants of Vermont, they arc fully sensible that if a strong national
government shall be settled, it may produce claims upon them for the past, and
unfavourable offers for the future, but with a composure which strongly marks the
character of this people, they seem determined to remain in their present uncon-
nected situation; if hard pressed they will defend their country by arms, every man
will fight upon this principle, and they entertain high notions of their own strength
in a Defensive war.

There is a general growing British interest in the states and it will be good
policy to hold a friendly language to that country, and to shew a disposition to form
a treaty of commerce with them, whenever they shall have established a govern-
ment and shewn that they have something solid to bestow in return ; at present they
have a taste to consume our manufactures far beyond their powers of payment, and
they are not in other respects in a condition or temper to render it prudent to

attempt an object of so important a nature.
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We possess the commerce of the states, even the China trade has in general been
carried on with the property of our merchants, whose chances of remittances
depended upon the success of those Asiatic Speculations; this growing commerce is

supposed to be injurious to our East India Company, the present poverty of the
country not admitting of their finding a market at home, they force one elsewhere,
smuggle with all our foreign possessions and have even shipped cargoes to the con-
tinent of Europe, which were afterwards run into Great Britain and Ireland; gener-
ally speaking the commercial character and credit are sunk to the lowest ebb.
Bankruptcy has ceased to be disgraceful; even Mr. Morris of Philadelphia, has bills

to a great amount returned protested from Europe, the payments of which are
suspended, and his immediate prospect of retrieving his affairs depended upon the
arrival of a large ship from China, which did arrive about the middle of September.

France last winter sent Count de Moutier as her minister to the states, and she
has a very large establishment of consuls with a presiding Consul General, her
motives are well known, they report upon the most minute branches of the commerce
and productions of the countr}^, upon the tastes, prejudices and politics of the people,
but the french interest is gone, with an exception to some individuals, they have no
commerce with the states, their packets are discontinued, and a considerable pension
list has been abridged, nor does the conduct of the Count tend to the purposes of
conciliation and respect, cold and haughty in his manners, yet not exempt from
meanness in his conduct, he treats the gentlemen in public stations, even the highest,
in a way little short of contempt.

The late Count de Vergennes formed the plan of a consular establishment in the
states, which had no less an object than the granting to the French consuls a judicial

authority over all the natural born subjects of France, who might be found in the
country, to hold courts, to summon them before them, to arrest their persons, and
to convey them away, to this measure Doctor Franklin had the weakness to accede,
even the ablest men have their failings, the Doctor's in being open to flattery and
the court of Versailles made the most of it, Politicians praised him as a Statesman,
men of letters as a Philosopher, and the influence of the sex was not wanting to
give him a disposition favourable to France.

The French ministry have for some time turned their th oughts to the obtaining
timber for their marine from the states, and in order to ascertain with precision
the extent and quality of the Naval Stores in the different parts of the country,
Gentlemen were sent from France, who have travelled with this view from ^ew
Hampshire to Georgia and have lately returned to Europe.

Nothing has contributed more to weaken the French interest in the States at

large, than the solicitations of that nation for the repayment of the money lent

during the war, she continues to press it, but Doctor Franklin does not escape censure
foi' his conduct as a minister, in not having been more spirited in his declarations to

the Count de Vergennes, the effect of which, it is now imagined, might have been,
that the States would have received as a subsidy what they accepted as a loan.

The manufactures of the States are in their infimcy, yet the enterprising genius
of the people may be gathered from the great exertions of individuals in this branch,
under all their pi-esent embarrassments. In Connecticut attempts have been made
to make silk, and with success, specimens are shewn at New Haven college, and
Doctor Styles the President who is a man ofgenius and perseverance, is indefatigable

at present in promoting it. Nail manufactories are already established, there are
two in Albany that supply the whole country, and the importation of nails from
Great Britain has ceased in that neighbourhood, the spirit with which this under-
taking is carried on, cannot be more clearly exemplified than by observing, that of
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forty men and boys of which one of three manufactories is composed, thirty eight

are from Great Britain and Ireland, the remaining two are New Bnglanders, those

from Europe are chiefly boys from Scotland, and Ireland, bound for a certain number
of years and taught in the States, a white glass manufactory has lately been set on
foot in Jersey, and the sale is not inconsiderable.

Pennsylvania has taken the lead in various branches of manufacture, it is said

that there are at this time between two and three hundred stocking looms in the

city of Philadelphia and different parts of the state, with full employment.
Machines for carding and spinning cottons have been introduced and Jeans can

be made on moderate terms, the culture of cotton is at present much attended to in

the southern States.

The consumption of our manufactures must be less than it has been since the

peace, the general poverty of the country demands it.

Nothing can well exceed the disordered condition of their finances, the requisi-

tions for 1789 lately made public, shew the extent of their federal debt, and the
lengths they have ventured to go towards the payment of the interest, but the root

of the evil lies much deeper, the successive violations of the public faith and credit,

the injudicious circulation of paper money, its various depreciations as well regulated
as otherwise, and the acts of several Legislatures, undeniably calculated to serve

individuals at the general expence, have so thoroughly destroyed all confidence in

their rulers, that it must be a work both of time and great good sense to give credit

and dignity to their Government.

There are strong indications of a general Indian war, the presents were attacked
on their route from Pittsburgh to Muskingum, the escort preserved them, but they
returned to Fort Pitt, a treaty is now open at the junction of the Ohio and Musk-
ingum rivers, where a city is laying out, which is intended to be the seat of Govern-
ment of the Western Teri'itor3\ General St, Clair has received ample powers from
congress to conduct this business, he is not only Governor of this great country,
but Superintendent of Indian affairs.

The conduct of the states of Georgia and Carolina in breaking their faith with
the southern Indians was greatly censured in congress, and it was not without the
most pressing entreaties that they could prevail upon the Union to afford them
assistance in the war prod iced by it. On the contrary, they were threatened witl\_

a public declaration from congress disavowing their proceedings.

The Legislature of the State of New York, during their late sessions, being
informed that a number of gentlemen, principally their own citizens, had made an
agreement with the Indians, usually distinguished by the name of the six nations, for

the purchase of a great tract of land called the Genessea country, to the prejudice of
the interests of the public, passed a law, declaring all such bargains null and void,

that any person or persons presuming to persist in such practises should be esteemed
guilty of high treason, appointed commissioners to treat with the six nations for

this purchase, placed their Governor at the head of them and named Fort Schuyler
(formerly Stanwix) as the place for holding the treaty, which after many delays
was opened in September and is still unfinished.

The Gentlemen opposed to the commission have leased the tract in dispute from
the Indians for nine hundred and ninety nine years, they deny this being a purchase,
the Legislature holds otherwise, nevertheless they have paid a part of the money
to the Senecas and Cayugas, the two tribes who possess the right of soil and who
have hitherto remained firm to their agreement, not having even appeared at Fort
Schuyler, sending a message to the Commissioners that they were obliged to be
present at the treaty holding at Muskingum.

i^_
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The Commissioners in the mean while have come to terms with the Onondagas
for a certain annual sum, and hope to succeed with two other tribes, but great diffi-

culties occur coming to any agreement with the Oneidas, this tribe having got into

the way of letting out their own lands on annual quit rents.

The right of soil in upwards of five millions of acres in the Genessee Country
has been lately ceded by New York to Massachusetts upon a compromise of their

claim to a large part of the western country of New York, this district the gentlemen
have bought from Massachusetts and two thousand families are already upon it, but
they have not ventured to take any steps towards the settling the other district of

the Genessee Country, which is still more extensive, pending the treaty at the open-
ing of which the French minister Count Moutier was present, he remained several

days was particularly attentive to the Indians made them several presents, and came
accompanied by a young Oneida Indian, who has been very lately in France with
the Marquis de la Fayette, where much pains have been taken to give him disposi-

tions favorable to that country, he has remained with his Tribe and is one of their

Chiefs.

The detention of the Western Posts has greatly excited the notice of the States,

been used as the means to work upon their passions, not only in New York, which
is principally interested but in New England generally, and the term foreign enemy
has been frequently repeated during the meeting of the New York convention assem-
bled at Poughkeepsie and applied to our garrisons in those • forts—it was held out

as a proof of the weakness of their original confederation and of the necessity for

altering it, not upon the principle that their violations of the treaty of peace had
warranted such detention for on that subject both parties were silent, but that the

energy and dignity of the new government would enforce that which the feebleness

of the former could not reach and pains were taken by the federalists to persuade
the country, that with these posts the whole of the fur trade would follow, passing

lake Ontario and down the Mohawk river to Albany.
The security of those posts is also affected by the unsettled situation of the

western Territory, the existing Indian warfare and by the powers vested in General

St. Clair to draw fifteen hundred militia from the Pennsylvania frontiers and to march
them into his government to the westward of the Ohio, whenever he shall judge
necessary, for which the hostile disposition and behaviour of the Indians is the

ostensible cause to these circumstances it becomes essential to add that a large pro-

portion of the late continental army is now settled and settling in Kentucky, and in

the western territory, exclusive of all the other emigrations.

No. 6.—LOED DOECHESTBE TO LOED SYDNEY.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q. 41-1, page 283.)

Quebec 11th April 1Y89.

My Lord,—I am informed the Spanish Government at New Orleans has for some
time past observed a very friendly conduct towards the inhabitants of Kentucky.

Special permits have been put into the hands of some of the leading characters

of those settlements for sending down the Mississippi determinate quantities of

Tobacco, which are purchased at New Orleans on account of the government, and
ten thousand dollars have been issued from the public treasury there, for the purpose
of purchasing merchandize in Kentucky, which sum has been consigned to gentle-

men of that country, and is actually arrived at the Falls of the Ohio.

The Spanish Territories upon the Mississippi between the thirty-first and thirty-

third degrees of North latitude are erected into a Lieutenancy dependent on New
Orleans, a Governor has been appointed, and all Americans are invited to settle

there under flattering offers.

A Monsieur d'Arges a Knight of the Order of Saint Lewis, who has been a
resident of Kentucky for near a yeai*, and in the employ of the Spanish Government,
is said to have advised this measure at the Court of Madrid, where ho has had several

audiences, since he left Kentucky.
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On the west side of the Mississippi, opposite the mouth of the Ohio, another
Spanish Settlement is intended with similar views, under the Agency of a Mr.
Morgan, formerly a merchant at Philadelphia, who is now upon the Ohio.

Nothwithstanding the favourable answer given by Congress to the demand of

Kentucky to be admitted a sovereign state in the union, the people of that country
have lately discovered a strong inclination to an entire separation, and some of their

leading men have entered into correspondence with the Spanish Government at iNew
Orleans.

Their apprehension, that Congress will consent to give up the navigation of the

Mississippi for twenty-five years, is one of the reasons, which induces them to listen

to the overtures of Spain.

In a late convention, held at Danville, it has been proposed by those who are

gained over to the Spanish views, to throw themselves under the protection of that

power.
But the general result of more private Councils among them is said to be, to

declare Independence of the Federal union, take possession of New Orleans, and
look to Great Britain for such assistance as might enable them to accomplish these

designs.

A committee of private con-espondence has been appointed by them to influence

all the inhabitants, west of the Mountains in the same measures.
I inclose some of their political reflections on the state of affairs in the western

country.

A new American settlement is now forming at the mouth of the Great Miami
on the North side of the Ohio, conducted by a Mr. Symms, a late member of Con-
gress, and covered by a garrison of one hundred and fifty Continental Troops.

I am with much respect

and esteem.

Your Lordship's
most obedient, and

most humble servant,

The Eight Honble. Lord Sydney. DOECHESTER.

N" 7.—DESULTOEY EEFLEXIONS BY A GENTLEMAN OF KENTUCKY.
(Canadian Archives, Series Q. 41-1, page 286.)

1. The Eiver Mississippi being the Channel by which the western settlements of

America must export their products, we may form a just estimate of the importance
of this channel by casting our eyes over a map, comprehending that vast and luxuri-

ant country watered by its bi-anches.

2. As the balance inclines the beam, the Atlantic States of America must sink

as the western settlements rise. Nature has interposed obstacles and established

ban-iers between these regions, which forbid their connexion on principles of reci-

procal interest, and the flimsy texture of republican government is insufficient to

hold in the same political bonds, a people detached and scattered over such an
expanse of territory, whose views and interests are discordant.

3. Thus local causes, irresistible in their nature, must produce a secession of the
western settlements from the Atlantic States, and the period is not very distant.

But these people must for ages continue agricultural, of consequence, foreign pro-

tection will be expedient to their happiness, and this protection must necessarily

comprehend the right of navigating the Missisippi with a marine to protect its com-
merce. That power which commands the navigation of the Mississippi, as completely
commands the whole country traversed by its waters, as the key does the lock, the

citadel the outworks.
4. The politics of the western Country are verging fast to a crisis, and must speed-

ily eventuate in an appeal to the patronage of Spain or Britain. No interruption can
be apprehended from Congress, the seditious temper and jarring interests of the
Atlantic States forbid general arrangements for the public good, and must involve a
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degree of imbecility, distraction and capricious policy, which a high toned monarchy
can alone remedy; but the revolutions and changes necessary to reconcile the people
to such a government, must involve much delay. G-reat Britain ought to prepare
for the occasion, and she should employ the interval in forming confidential con-
nexions, with men of enterprize, capacity, and popular influence, resident on the
western waters.

No. 8.—LOED DOECHESTEE TO LOED SYDJTEY.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q 42, page 13.)

Secret.

Quebec 7th June 1*789.

My Lord,—The inclosed description and political observations on the affairs

of the western countrj^- between the Allegany mountains and the river Mississippi,
were presented to the French Minister in America, by whom they were received
with great eagerness and forwarded to his Court. I think them tolerably correct,
and written by a man of judgment. Their object is to induce France to take posses-
sion of New Orleans, and thereby to secure to herself all the trade of that vast
country, which of necessitj^ must pass that way.

This plan, and the occurrences in the western country of last year, mentioned
in my letter No. 107, are not entirely unknown in the United States, and alarm the
governments and people of property on the Atlantic. Hence some discontented
persons of consideration among them have caught the idea, that Great Britain might
be placed in the room of France, and have made me offers of their service to bring
this about.

Wishing to understand the nature and extent of their plans, and of their

expectations from me, I learned, that some of them proposed going into the western

No. 9.—OBSEEYATIONS SUE LE PAYS DE L'OUEST.

(Archives canadiennes, s6rie Q, vol. 42, p. 16.)

{Original.)

Avant de jetter nos regards sur I'avenir pour d^couvrir le germe des evenemens,
qu'un petit nombre d'ann^es, peut-etre, est destin^e a faire eclore, examiuons soum-
mairement la situation actuelle des Eepubliques naissantes de ce cot^ des Apalaches.

Le pais compris entre ces montagnes, I'Ohio, le Missisippi, et le Golfe de
Mexico; renferme plus d'etendue de terrein, que le reste des treize Etats Unis. Que
sera ceci, si nous y joignons les domaines qui leurs ont ^t^ cM^s par I'Angleterre au
Nord de I'Ohio ? Ce pais, comme il a 6t6 dit ci dessus, par la fertility indpuissable

de son sol, par la salubritd de son climat, par une situation hereuse, qui lui promet
un jour un grand commerce, est devenu aujourd'hui un objet de predilection, et

attire si puissamment les habitans de toutes les parties de I'Am^rique, que Ton craint

deja que celle-ci ne manque bientot des cultivateurs. Entre les etablissemens deja

formes dans cette plaine immense la contree de Kentucky merite sans contredit le

premier rang par sa population, par son site sur une belle riviere navigable presque
en tous tems, par le grand nombre d'autres rivieres qui la traversent par tout, et

assurant ses communications par son voisinage du Missisippi et des grands lacs du
Canada. Les autres peuplades ont pour le present le desavantage d'estre trop

centrales, et born^es par des Apalaches, les nations Indiennes des Creeks, Cherokees,
Choctows et Chickasaws, par la Floride de I'Ouest, et par Kentucky ; dans cette

position leur prog^s doit etre plus lent. Elles arriveront plus tard a I'importance,

mais neantmoins elles ajoutent deja beaucoup a la notre, en nous servant de barriere

contre un ennemi cruel et toujours en haleine. Kentucky n'a plus a lutter que
contre quelques faibles hordes des Sauvages etablis sur le Wabache, et vers le lac
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country, and were convinced that by their influence they could effect a separation

of it from the Atlantic States, that I should supply them only with arms and
ammunition by way of the upper posts, that their intercourse with the lakes should

be free and open, and that a peace with the Indians would facilitate the business.

They required no more, and doubted not, but they would be able to take New
Orleans and deliver it over to G-i-eat Britain, desiring only freedom and protection

of their trade down the Mississippi.

To remove any objection, by reason of our being at peace with Spain, I was
informed, that Spain, when at peace with us, had furnished America with money
for the revolt, as might be easily proved, and that they did not want Great Britain

to appear concerned till they were in possession of New Orleans. No mention was
made of money for private or public purposes, yet I take for granted this would be
expected.

After many thanks for their confidence and good will to Great Britain, and
assurances, that though I could not say these offers of service might prove of

advantage to them, they might depend on their not being detrimental, I added,
that no governor would venture to adopt a measure of this importance, and that it

must proceed from the source of power. Being pushed to declare my opinion of the

scheme, I replied I must think of it as my master thinks, I understand this last

question to have been put with a view of carrying the matter home, and to know
how far I would countenance the project.

The inclosure is not entire, the introduction having been omitted in the copying,
as I was informed, on account of its length, and containing nothing of any moment.

I am with much respect

and esteem
Your Lordship's

most obedient, and
most humble servant

DORCHESTEE.
The Right Honble. Lord Sydney.

No. 9.—OBSERVATIONS ON THE WESTERN COUNTRY.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 42, p. 16.)

(Translation.)

Before casting a glance at the future let us, in order to discover the germs of

events which a few years are perhaps destined to bring to light, examine summarily
the present situation of the nascent republics on this side of the Appalachian Hills.

The country comprised between these mountains, the Ohio, the Mississippi and
the Gulph of Mexico, contains a greater extent of land than the rest of the thirteen

United States. What will this be if we add to it the domains ceded by England to

the North of the Ohio ? This country, as has been said above, by the inexhaustible

fertility of its soil, by the salubrity of its climate, by a fortunate situation, which
promises to it one day a great commerce, has become at the present moment an
object of desire, and draws so powerfully the inhabitants from all parts of America,
that there is already a fear they will soon want farmers. Among the settlements

already formed in this immense plain, the country of Kentucky deserves undoubtedly
the first rank by its population, its site on a beautiful river, navigable almost always,

by the large number of other rivers which traverse it every where, and assured of

its communication by its neighbourhood to the Mississippi and to the great lakes of

Canada. The other colonies have in the meantime the disadvantage of being too

central and bounded by the Appalaches, the Indian Nations of Creeks, Cherokees,

Choctaws, and Chickasaws, by Western Florida and by Kentucky; in this position

their progress must be slower. They will subsequently attain to importance, but

nevertheless they already add much to ours, by serving as a barrier against a cruel

enemy, always at work. Kentucky has no longer to contend except against a few weak
hordes of savages, settled on the Wabash and towards Lake Erie. The frequent
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Erie. Les courses frequences que ces barbares font encore dans notre pais les

allarmes, les meurtres, les depredations qui les suivent sur nos frontiers, peuvent
bien arretter un petit nombre d'individus timides, qui se sont fait une id^e terrible

des Indiens, mais cela n'empeche point la colonic de s'augmenter tous les Et^s de
dix a douze mille emigrants. Les Sauvages d'ailleurs se sont beaucoup ^loignds des

Eives d'Ohio, et leur nombre diminue tous les jours. Ces sont au reste de trop
meprisables guerriers, pour que leur resistance puisse etre regard^ comme un
obstacle capable de retarder I'agrandissement de ces peuplades, leur genre de guerre
peut etre funeste, a un petit nombre des malheureux, qu'ils surprennent a I'dcart,

mais I'activitd generale, I'expansion progressive, n'ensoufre pas la moindre alteration.

Par un acte solennel du corps legislatif de la Virginie, le pais de Kentucky doit

etre reconnu au premier de Septembre 1787 Etat Souverain et Inddpendant, et

membre de la grande confederation. Le pais de Franklin sur les derrieres de la Caro-
line du Nord jouissoit dej^ de eel honneur il y a deux ans, niais leur position desa-

vantageuse pour le commerce ne leur promettant pas d'y etablir un revenu public,

ils se sont derechef unis a I'etat primitif, en attendant des circonstanees plus favo-

rables. La population du Cumberland n'est pas encore assds nombreuse pour y
former un gouvernement separd, mais il ne Ini faut que deux ans pour etre tv4s res-

pectable. Les emigrants sur les derrieres de la Georgie viennent de conclure avec
les Creeks un traits trds avantageux, qui va leur permettre de s'etendre dans I'Ouest.

II ne manque k toutes ses peuplades, qu'un commerce libre, et la seule voye par
laquelle elles puissent le faire, est par le Missisippi. Leurs terres convenables pour
toutes sortes des cultures sont surtout singulierement propres a produire le chanvre,

le lin et le tabac. Nos i-ecoltes dans ce dei-nier article sont a present borndes k la

consommation interieure et a dos faibles exportations sur le Wabash et aux Illinois,

circonscrits comme nous le sommes, sans commerce exterieur, sans debouche pour
nos denrdes, notre prosperity presente, notre grandeur future, I'accroissement de
notre population, I'intension de notre Industrie, I'appreciation de nos terres, notre

importance comme cultivateurs, comme negocians, comme corps politique, tout

depend de scavoir si nous jouirons d'un bienfait de la nature, ou si elle aura vaine-

ment creusd auprds de nous un des plus beaux canaux de communication avec tous

les peuples de L'univers. Le Congrd avoit charge ses Agens a la Cour d'Espagne
dy soutenir sa dignity et maintenir nos droits; quelques difficultds relatives aux
demarcations du territoire, ou peut-etre le plan de nous amuser, ont fait tranferrer

les negociations a New York. Quelles que fussont k cet egard les intentions de la

Cour de Madrid, un danger plus a craindre que ce refus, a 4t6 sur le point d'aneantir

nos esperances. La politique sourde et partiale de quelques Etats politique dont
il seroit trop long de developper ici les principes et les projets, se fortifiant de la

terreur d'une desertion generale, a presque fait leCongrd tomber dans le piege deli^

qu'ils lui avaient tendu. On a fait circuler un papier insidieux, contenant la propo-

sition d'abandonner pour ving cinq ans nos pretensions sur la navigation du Missi-

sippi, au moyen de quoi les pais de I'Est auroient un commerce libre avec I'Espagne.

La Virginie et le Maryland viennent tout recemment de proscrire I'idde d'un
pareil traits comme derogatoire a I'honneur des Etats TJnis, et destructif des

principes de la confederation dont I'influence doit se repandro sur toutes les

parties de 1' Union sans exception, ni preferrence d'aucune, et I'exemple respec-

table de ces deux Etats a 6t6 suivi par la majority des autres auxquelles ils donnent
si belle leQOn de desinteressement, car leur commerce de tabac doit etre vivement
affects si la mer est ouverte k des contrdes qui produisent dans la meme etendue
de terrein trois fois autant des plantes mieux nourries, et generalement recon-

nues comme superieures en quality. Au reste de quelque maniere que notre

commerce rompe ces entraves qui I'asservissent maintenant, la revolution qui

la rendra libre ne peut plus etre fort eloign^. Quand une faible digue s'oppose

au cours impetueux d'un torrent qui grossit toujours, il faut ouvrir I'ecluse,

ou que la digue soit emportde. On ne doit nous considerer, comme des Colonies

encore au berceau, nous acquerons tous les jours des nouvelles forces et nous les con-

naissons. La nature a prodigu^ ici toutes les richesses de sa leconditd pour faire
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excursions which these barbarians make into our country, the alarms, the depreda-

tions which occur on our frontiers may stop a few timid individuals, who have formed
a terrible idea of the Indians, but that does not prevent the colony from increasing

every summer by from ten to twelve thousand immigrants. The Indians are, beside,

at a great distance from the banks of the Ohio, and their number is daily decreasing.

They are, in addition, too contemptible as warriors for their resistance to be

regarded as an obstacle capable of delaying the growth of these colonies, their kind

of war may be fatal to a few unfortunate people, whom they surprise when alone, but

the general activity, the progressive expansion, does not suffer the least change.

By a solemn act of the Legislature of Virginia, the country of Kentucky is to be
acknowledged on the first of September, 1787, as a sovereign and independent
State and a member of the Confedei-ation. The county of Franklin behind North
Carolina was in the enjoyment of this honour for two years, but its disadvantageous
position for commerce not promising the establishment of a public revenue, it has
again been placed in its primitive condition awaiting more favourable circum-

stances. The population of Cumberland is not yet numerous enough to form a
separate Government, but it will not take two years to make it very respectable.

The emigrants at the back of Georgia have just concluded a very advantageous treaty

with the Creeks, which will allow them to extend' towards the West. All that these

colonies want is a free commerce, and the only way they can obtain it is by the Missis-

sippi. Their lands, suitable for all sorts of crops, are above all singularly adapted to

produce hemp, flax and tobacco. Our crops of the latter article are at present confined

to home consumption and to slight exportation to the Wabash and the Illinois. Circum-
scribed as we are, without foreign commerce, without an outlet for our goods, our
present pi-osperity, our future greatness, theincreaseof our population, the activity of

our industry, the increased value ofour lands, our importance as farmers, as merchants,
as a political force, all depend on knowing if we shall enjoy the gifts of nature, or

if she ha« vainly excavated beside us one of the finest channels of communication
with all the nations of the universe. Congress had charged its agents to the Court
of Spain to sustain its dignity and maintain our rights. Some difficulties relative to

the limits of territory, or perhaps a plan to amuse us, have caused the negotiations

to be transferred to New York. Whatever be, in this respect, the intentions of the

Court of Madrid, a danger more to be feared than this refusal has been on the point

of destroying our hopes. The senseless and partial policy of some political States,

of which it would take too long to develop the principles and projects, strengthening
themselves by the fear of a general desertion, made Congress almost fall into the

crafty snare which they had laid. An insidious paper was circulated, containing
the proposition to abandon for twenty-five years our claims to the navigation of the
Mississsippi, on which ground the Eastern States would have free trade with Spain.
Virginia and Maryland only recently opposed such a treaty as derogatory to the
honour of the States, and destructive of the principles of the Confederation, whose
influence should extend over all parts of the Union, without exception and without
preference to any one, and the good example of these two States was followed by a
majority of the others, to which they had given so fine an example of disinterestedness,

for their trade in tobacco must be largely affected if the sea is open to countries
which produce in the same space of ground three times as many plants, better grown
and generally acknowledged as superior in quality. Besides, in whatever maimer our
commerce breaks the bonds to which it is now subject, the revolution which will

make it free cannot be far off. When a feeble dam is opposed to the impetuous
course of a torrent, which steadily increases, the sluice must be raised or the dam
be carried off. We must not be considered as colonists still in the cradle; we are
gaining every day new strength and we know it. Nature has lavished here all the
riches of her fruitfulness to establish an equilibrium against the attraction which
would have fixed men to the shores of the sea, and the convenience of the navigation
of a great river has determined the balance in our favour. We are no longer a small
company of adventurers, isolated in a corner of the univei'se; we have taken a place
among the nations. Our neighours by thousands leave their mountains and their

sands to settle in our plains, the rest of America is becoming depopulated to enrich
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^quilibre centre I'attrait qui auroit pu fixer les hommes aux bords de la mer. et la

commodity de la navigation d'un grand fleuve a determine la balance en notre faveur.
Nous ne sommes plus une petite society d'avanturiers qui vont s'isoler dans un coin
de I'univers; Nous avons pris place parmi les Nations. Nos voisins quittent par
milliers leurs montagnes et leurs sables, pour venir se fixer dans nos plaines, le reste
de I'Amerique, se depeuple pour nous enrichir de ses pertes. Bientot nous allons
attirer sur le Missisippi les regards de TEurope, accouturaes ^i, s'arreter aux rivages
de I'Atlantique. En vain une politique jalouse voudroit y mettre obstacle autant
voudroit defendre k la flamme de monter, k la pierre de descendre. Tel est le ian-

gage universel que Ton tient, non seulement a I'Ouest des Apalaches, mais dans toute
rAmerique, Je ne fais que vous repeter ce que j'en tends, et que vous avez pu
entendre tons les jours. S'il y a en effet quelques principes clairs dans le calcul des
probabilites, il ne faut qu'un coup d'osil pour appercevoir, qu'une region ausi emi-
nente, favorie^e de la nature, dnit bientot, entre les mains du peuple le plus actif,

que Ton connoisse, le plus amateur de I'agriculture et qui I'entend le mieux, former
une masse d'hommes, et des productions, capables de renverser toutes les barrieres.

On pent presumer que ce n'est pas tant une vaine chicane pour vingt lieiies de terri-

toire, qui cause la jalousie de I'Espagne, que la crainte de voir des voisins dangereux
passer le Missisippi et s'emparer de ses possessions de I'Ouest. Elle pent craindre
qu'ils ne se repandent dans les plaines superbes qui s'etendent jusqu'au Nouveau
Mexique, qu'ils ne lui enlevent la riche traite du Missoui-i, que pent estre leurs avidity

et leurs besoins ne les poussent un jour jusqu'a ses Mines. Mais le systeme de leur

boucher le Missisippi est il bien propre k prevenir ces malheurs. Si un homme
cherche a preserver ses champs situdes sur les bords d'un ruisseau pret^se deborder,
voudra t'll s'obstiner a son embouchure ? N'en previendi-a t'il pas au contraire I'en-

gorgement en lui facilitant un recours ? N'est-ce pas sur la rive, qui borde ses moissons
qu'il elevera des digues ? J'oserai avancer que I'Espagne devroit faire le sacrifice peu
important du territoire qu'on lui demande, rendre libre la navigation du fleuve, ouvrir
son port k nos marchands, encourager notre commerce, et alors le produit de ses douanes
a la Nouvelle Orleans lui rendroit plus que toutle reste de laLouisiane. Les Am^ricains,
qui auroient interet a bien vivre avec elle respecteroient ses possessions de I'Ouest, et

pour les mettre hors d'insulte, il faudroit qu'elle y animat parmi ses sujets, I'amour
de I'agriculture, du commerce, des arts, seuls moyens d'y former une population
capable de servir de barri^re entre une nation entreprenante et ses mines. (J'ai diu

ce qu'il faudroit que I'Espagne fit, et ce que je sais bien quelle ne fera pas). Dans
cet ordre Jes choses couroit-on un risque de se tromper en pensant, que la Louisiane

pent redevenir un objet serieux d'attention pour la Prance ? Le sort de ce beau pais

sous le gouvernement Frangois a 6t6 assez remarquable. L'indifference qui la fait

sacrifier k une puissance ^trangere n'est nde que de I'opinion trop brillante que la

nation en avoit conciie, dans ses premieres tentatives d'etablissement. On le croyoit

rempli des mines d'or et d'argent, et quand cet erreur a dispartie on a cru qu'il n'etoit

plus bon k rien. La compagnie d'Occident avoit exalte toutes les imaginations, par
I'esperance des profits immenses, qu'elles devroient faire sur son commerce de pelle-

teries. Mais la vraie richesse de ces vastes et delicieuses contrdes ne s'etoit attir6

un seul regard. Tous les etablissements faits sur le Missisippi avoient pour but
unique le commerce. L'agriculture y a toujours 4t6, et y reste encore dans un etat

d'avillissement, qui doit faire gemir tout homme ami de I'humanitd. Les habitants

de cinq villages d'lUinois foulent avec dedain le plus riche terrein de I'Univers, et

c'est de nous qu'ils recoivent tous les besoins de la vie. A la vue de leurs culture on
hesite k determiner lequel de ces deux sentiments ils meritent le plus, I'indignation

ou le mdpris. Les Frangois ni les Espagnols n'ont jamais ddfrichd un arpent de terre

au Natchds. Etles Americains sous le gouvernement des derniers y ont aujourd'hui

trois mille fermes de quatre cents arpents chacune, lesquelles fournissent la majeure

partie de consommation de la Nouvelle-Orleans. A quelque distance du Missisippi

et sur les bi-anches navigables de ce fleuve les Mathelocks, les Apalousees, les

Attacapas, ne font que languir sans augmenter, malgrd quelles soient au centre d'une

plaine de cent cinquante milles de profondeur sur six cents de front, melangdfr
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us by its losses. Soon we shall draw to the Mississippi the attention of Europe,
accustomed to remain on the shores of the Atlantic. In vain will political jealousy
interpose obstacles; as well forbid the flame to ascend or the stone to fall. Such is the
language universally held, not only to the west of the Appalaches but in all America.
I only repeat to you what I hear, and that you might hear every day. If there are,

in fact, any clear principles in this calculation of probabilities, only a glance is needed
to perceive that a region so eminently favoured by nature must soon, in the hands
of people the most active known, the fondest of agriculture and which understands
it best, form a mass of men and of productions capable of overturning all barriers.

It may be presumed it is not so much a vain dispute for twenty leagues of territory

which causes the jealousy of Spain, but the fear of seeing dangerous neighbours
cross the Mississippi and seize her possessions in the West. She may fear that they
will overspread the superb plains which extend as far as New Mexico; that they
will carry oif the rich trade of the Missouri; that perhaps their avidity and their

necessities will j>ush them one day as far as her mines. But is their system of shut-

ting up the Mississippi well suited to prevent these misfortunes ? If a man seek to

preserve his fields situated on the banks of a brook ready to overflow, would he
persist in damming up its mouth ? On the contrary would he not prevent its choking
up by facilitating the escape of the water ? Is it not on the bank beside his crops that he
would raise dikes? I venture the assertion that Spain should make the unimportant
sacrifice of teiTitory asked of her to render the navigation of the river free, to

open its port to our merchants, to encourage our commerce, and then the produce
of the customs at New Orleans \wuld return her more than ail the rest of Louisana.
The Americans, who wouM have an interest in living on good terms with her, would
respect her Western possessions, and to put them beyond insult, she should excite in

her subjects the love of agriculture, of commerce, of the arts, the only means of
forming a population capable of serving as a barrier between ^n enterprising nation
and her mines.

I have said what it is necessary that Spain should do and what I know she will

not do. In this order of things, would there be any risk of mistake in thinking
that Louisiana might again become a serious object of attention on the part of
France? The lot of this fine country under French Government has been some-
what remarkable. The indifference which led her to sacrifice it to a foreign power
sprung only from the too brilliant opinion the nation had conceived of it in its

first attempts at colonisation. It was believed to be filled with gold and silver

mines and when this error had disappeared it was considered to be good for nothing.
The Western Company had excited every imagination by the hope of the immense
profits they were to make in the fur trade. But the true riches of these vast and
delightful countries did not attract a single regard. All the settlements made on
the Mississippi had only trade as the sole end. Agriculture has always been and
still remains there in a state of debasement which should make every man, who is

a friend of humanity, shudder. The inhabitants of five villages of the Illinois

tread with disdain the richest land in the universe and it is from us they receive all

the necessaries of life. At sight of their farming, it is not easy to determine which
of the two feelings they deserve, indignation or contempt. Neither the French nor
Spaniards have ever cleared an acre of ground at the Natchez, and the Americans
under the latter government have now three thousand farms of four hundred acres
each, which supply the great part of the consumption of New Orleans. At some
distance from the Mississippi and upon the navigable branches of that river, tho
Mathelocks, the Apalouses, the Attacapas only exist without increasing, although
they are in the centre of a plain of a hundred and fifty miles in depth by six

hundred in front, uniformly mixed with natural prairies of great extent, forests and
arable lands, whose riches equal, perhaps, all others on the globe. The causes of
this lethargy are apparent enough. I am convinced that Louisiana is a great burden
on Spain and that she does not derive from it nearly what it costs for the expenses
of government and for the different garrisons she maintains in it. If she attaches
any importance to it, it is perhaps only because she regards it as a bulwark to
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nuiformement des prairies naturelles fort etendues, des forets et des terres labou-

rable, do)»t la richesbe egale peut estre tout ce qu'il y a sur le Globe. Les causes de
cette lethai'gie sont assez appaientes, Je suis convaincu que la Louisiane est tr^s a
charge de rE>pagne, et qu'elle n'en retire pas a beaucoup pr^s ce qui lui en coute
pour les fraix de Gouvernement, et pour les diiferentes gainisons qu'elle y entretient.

Si elle y attache quelque importance cc n'est pout eslre que pacce qu'elle la regai'de

coinme un boulevard pour ses possessions dans le nouveau Mexique. Mais
aasurement elle se fait illusion a cet ^gard. Je ne scaui-ois me refuser k I'id^e

qu'il pourroit et devroit lui convenir, d'abandonner absolument I'une et I'autre

rive du Missisippi, et de reculer ses frontidi-es jusque aux montagnes, pourvu
qu'elle fut assui^e que les Am^ricains ne passeroient pas ce fleuve. Le moyen qui
nous paroit devoir le plus indubitablement remplir cet objet et qui seroit le p/us
agi-eable k I'Am^rique, c'est que I'Espagne retrocede k la France ses anciennes pos-

sessions dans le Louisianne, et que celle-ci s'engage vis k vis de la premiere k ne
jamais permettre qu'aucune auti-e puissance forme des dtablissements k I'ouest du
Missisippi. Et qu'on ne croje pas qu'il sei-a besoin d'une grande foi-ce pour faire

observer cet anangement. Si les Americainf- decouvre qu'on est determine a leurs

oter toutes espeiances de faire leur commei'ce, on doit s'attendre sans doute que le

ressentiment et le desespoir les porteront k des actes de violence ; si au contraire on
leur offre des facilit^s, leur interet meme, le plus grand de tons les interets, celui de
leur existence commerciale, repond de leur fidelit^ a remplir les conditions du contrat

qu'ils auront sousciit. En supposant meme, qu'un joui- I'harmoniequi subsiste entre

la Fiance et les Etats-TJnis, vint a estre tioubl^e p§r des evenements qu'une compli-
cation des hazards politique peut amener, une paieille rupture ne pourroit jamais
affecter les liasons ^tablis entre le pais de I'Ouest et la Nouvelle Orleans. Pour s'en

convaincre on n'a qu'a examiner avec un peu d'attention I'emplacement qu'ils occu-

pent sur notre pai-tie du continent, Sepai^s des treize Etats-Unis par une chaine de
hautes montagnes qui inteidit toute communication avec eux et avec I'Ocean Atlan-
tique, n'ayant absolument aucun interet commun dans leur commerce maritime,
dans leurs pecheries, dans les alliances, qu'ils peuvent faire, ou les guerres qu'ils

peuvent avoir, ne devant §tie connu des Europ^ens que par le Golpbe de Mexique.
Les habitants de ces nouvelles regions voyent, qu'il ne peut leur convenir de contri-

buer long terns au support d'une confedeiation, dont le succ^s ne contribueia rien k

leui- prosperity, dont les d^sasties ne peuvent esti'e santi par eux, qui ne peut les

eecourir dans leur danger, ni les aider dans leurs besoin.s. lis voyent, que les

interests des deux contrdes ont comme leurs caux un cour diametralement opposd.

Ces deux giande sections de I'Ameiique ne peuvent rester adherentes I'une k I'autre.

EUes seront habitus par des hommes qui pailent la memo langue, mais ce ne sera pas
long tems le meme peuple. L'unit^ est rompiie par les montagnes. Ceux d'en

dega cherche un nouvel appui, et ils offrent k la puissance qui les accueillera,

des avantages qui ne tarderont pas a effacer ceux, que I'Amerique aujourd'hui

comme a pu promettre. On peut les embrasser d'un coup d'ceil des Apalaches
aux montagnes du Nouveau Mexique, et des lacs du Canada a I'embouchure
du Missisippi. Voila une zone du Globe capable de contenir cinquante millions

d'habitans, situ^ dans une plaine continiie, lenfermde dans la m3me enceinte,

dont toutes les parties ont entre elle une liaison intime, un point commun
et indivisible du commerce et de navigation. Peu d'ann^es vont y faire ^clore

une politique nouvelle, et c'est une peuplade qu'on n'appereoit pas encore, qui
en couve le germe. Elle a besoin d'un protecteur le premier qui lui tendra le

bras, aura fait la plus grande acquisition, que Ton puisse ambitioner dans le nou-
veau monde. Heui-euse ma patrie si elle ne laisse pas echapper ce moment, (un de
ceux ne se presente pas deux fois.) Ma;s quel usage en fera-t'elle ! Maitresse de la

Nouvelle Orleans, si elle ferme son port k ces Colonies elle retai-dera leuragran-
dissement, c'est k dire, qu'elle retiendra sur leur ancien sol plusieurs millions

de consommateurs, qui y sont approvisionn^s par toutes les nations de I'Europe

au lieu, que si elle leur permet de porter leur denrdes k la Nouvelle Orleans,

et d'en rapporter leur besoins, d'ici elle fera seule la moitid du commerce
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her possessions in New Mexico. But certainly she is under an illusion in this

respect, I cannot get rid of the idea that it would and should suit her better to

abandon absolutely both banks of the Mississippi, and withdraw as far as to the

mountains, provided she were assured that the Americans would not cross that

river. The means which it appears to us would most undoubtedly fulfil this object,

and which would be most agreeable to America is for Spain to retrocede to France
her ancient possessions in Louisiana, the latter to engage towai'ds the former, never
to allow any other power to form settlements to the West of the Mississippi, and it

need not be thought that a great force will be required to have this arrangement
observed. If the Amei-icans discover that it is determined to deprive them of all

hope of carrying on their trade, it must undoubtedly be expected that resentment
and despair will lead them to acts of violence ; if, on the contrary, facilities are

offered them, their own interest, the greatest of all interests, that of their commer-
cial existence, will be a guaiantee for their laithfulness in carrying out the condi-

tions of the contract which they have subscribed. Even supposing that some day
the harmony subsisting between Fiance and the United States should be disturbed

by events which a complication of political chances may have brought about, such a
rupture could nevei* affect the relations establi>hed between the Western Country and
New Orleans. To be convinced of this, the situation they occupy on our part of the
continent has only to be examined with a little attention. Separated from the
thirteen United States by a chain of high mountains which forbids all communication
with them and with the Atlantic Ocean, having absolutely no common interest in

their maritime commerce; in their fisheries; in the alliances they may make; or
the wars they may have ; being known to Europeans only through the Gulph of
Mexico, the inhabitants of these new regions see, that it cannot suit them to contri-

bute long to the support of a Confederation whose success will contribute nothing to

their prosperity, whose disasters cannot be felt by them ; which cannot succour
them in their danger, or help them in their necessities. They see that the interests

of the two countries have, like their waters, a diametrically opposite course. These
two gi-eat sections of America cannot remain adherent to one another. They will be
inhabited by men who speak the same language, but it will not long be the same
people. Unity is broken by the Mountains. Those beyond seek for a new support
and they offer to the power which will welcome them advantages which will before
long efface those which America, as it now is, could promise. These may be
seen at a glance, from the Appalaches to the Mountains of New Mexico,
and from the Lakes of Canada to the mouth of the Mississippi. Here is a
zone of the globe capable of containing fifty million inhabitants, situated in

a continuous plain, inclosed in the same compass, of which all the parts
have a close connection, a common and mdivisible point of trade and naviga-
tion. In a few years will be boi-n a new policy, and it is a colony not yet per-

ceived, which will hatch the germ. It requiies a protector, the first who will

stretch out his ai-ms to it will have made the greatest acquisition that could be

desired in this New Woi-ld. Foi-tunate my country if she does not let this moment
escape, one of those not presented twice. But what use will she make of it? Mis-
tress of Mew Orleans, if she closes her port to these colonies she will retard their

increase, that is, she will keep upon their former soil several millions of consumers,
who are supplied there by all the nations of Europe, whereas if she allows them to

carry their goods to New Orleans and to take back from there what they want, she
will alone have the initiative of the ti-ade of the Continent, and when she shall allow
their merchants to go where they will to sell, and to purchase where it may seem
good to them, she would still have the best part of this traffic, and in any case her
custom house will make large returns. By adopting a course of conduct which gives
no umbrago, by leaving to her allies as much liberty in their trade as her own
preservation will permit, New Orleans will not take long to become what Nature
intended her one day to become, the first commercial city in the world. There is

nothing to lead to the fear that the Western Americans can desire to change this

order of things. Their interest ought not to rouse in them the desire, but if they had
it, their powerlessness, which whole ages cannot overcome, would never leave them
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du continent, et quand, el'e laissera a leur marchands la liberty d'aller ou
ils voudroient de vendre et achetter ou bon leur sembleroit, elle auroit encore
la meilleure part a ce traffic, et en tout evenement, ses douanes rapporteroient
toujour^ beaucoup. En adoptant une conduite qui ne donne pas d'ombrage,
en laissant a ses allies autant de liberty dans leur commerce que sa propre conserva-
tion pent le permettre, la Nouvelle Orleans ne tarderapas k devenir ce que la nature
la destine k etre un jour, la premiere ville commercante du monde. Rien ne porte a
craindre que les Americains occidentaux puissent desirer de changer cet ordre des
choses. Leur interet ne doit pas leur en faire naitre I'envie, mais s'ils I'avoient une
impuissance que tons les siecles ne sgauroient vaincre, ne leur en laissera jamais les

moyens. II iaut une force navale pour s'emparer du Misssisippi, et assurer un com-
merce libre par son embouchure. Tout cet immense pais n'a pas une autre sortie,

aucune de ses rivieres n'admet d'y construire de gros batimens, nous ne sgaurions y
avoir un seul batteau de force ; fussions nous jamais en etat de chasser de la Nou-
velle Orleans la puissance qui en seroit maitresse, -X quoi cela menera-t'il tant que
nous ne pouvions sortir du fleuve ? Son embouchure est la cl^ de I'occident nul ne
pent la tourner qu'une puissance maritime. Loin done que nous devious songer k
rompre cette barriere, aussi longtemps qu'elle servira a nous proteger et non pas k
nous tenir dans I'oppression. Nous ne syaurions desirer rien de plus heureux, que
de la voir dans les mains d'un allid juste, moderd et puissant, puisqu'il est evident,

qu'abandonnds a nous mgme nous devons estre eternellement dans rimpossibilitd

d'avoir une marine capable de faire respecter notre pavilion dans le Golphe. Ceux
qui connaissent I'homme ne seront pas arretds non plus par la consideration du genie
turbulent, ambitieux, inquiete que Ton connoit a ce peuple. II apporte ces qualitds

d'Europe, mais ils ne sont pas indelibles. Ce sont les guerres continuelles, les

dissentions civiles de leur ancienne patrie, I'habitude de parcourir toutes les mers,
de braver tous les elemens, qui leurs ont donnd de I'energie. Aucunes de ces

causes ne pent guero agir sur des cultivateurs paisibles que nul ennemi n'en-

vironne releguds dans I'interieur des terres, vivant dans une douce security,

trop peu opulents pour eprouver aucunes des passions violentes qui dechirent
Fame ; trop au dessus de la pauvretd pour ne pas aimer I'ordre, le repos, et des
jouissances tranquilles. Aprds ce qui a 4t6 dit ci devant du peu d'avantage,

que le commerce de France a retire de ses liaisons avec I'Amdrique Septentrio-

nale on pourra estre tentd de conclure que le pais occidentale ne promet
rien de plus flatteur. Le moindre degrd de reflection eclaircie par la con-

noissance la plus superficielle du local, suffira pour demontrer la faussetd d'un
pareil analogue. Aux rivages de la mer les marchands Francois sont en concurrence
avec toute I'Europe, dans le Missisippi il dependra d'eux de rendre leur monopole
aussi exclusif qu'ils le voudront, quoique s'ils sont sages, ils s'en garderont bien. Le
tabac est presque le seul article de valeur qu'ils puissent tirer de I'Est, et les autres

ilations viennent comme eux le chercher directement. Des que le Missisippi sera

ouvert, la culture de cette plante cessera dans les deux Etats, qui la produisent
aujourd'hui, et les negotians Fran§oi8 deviendront les fournissants de I'Europe.

Outre cet avantage les pais occidentaux leur fourniront encore trois excellens

produits, dans la plus grande abondance, le chanvre, le lin et la laine. La ils ont a
combattre I'empire de I'habitude, la force des anciennes connexions, la superiority de
I'air, les collisions de I'industrie; Ici ils regneront sur le gout m§me, ils n'aurout
rien k craindre de la rivalitd. Quand les Anglois rempliroient des marchandises les

postes voisines, qu'ils occupent sur les lacs, ce seroit sans espoir de les vendre. Car
aucune des denrdes de cette contrde n'est de nature k supporter les fraix enormes
qu'occasionneroit le transport par des rivieres qu'il faut remonter si loin outre,

plusieurs portage par terre. En reprenant possession de la Louisiane la France y
retrouvera trente mille de ses anciens sujets, qui lui sont toujours attaches, et pour
qui ce jour sera le plus beau de leur vie. Ce nombre sera bientot augment^ de tous

les FrauQois du Wabash et de cette multitude des Canadiens qui pour s'estre declares

trop ouvertement en faveur des Americains pendant la derniere guerre se vuyent
aujourd'hui sans patrie. Ce8 peuples naturellenfxent laborieux mais iixeantis par le
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the means. A naval force is necessary to take possession of the Mississippi and
secure free trade by its mouth. All this immense country has no other outlet;

none of its rivers admit of the building of large vessels; we cannot have there a
single boat of any burthen; were we even in a position to drive from New Orleans
the power which is its mistress, to what could it lead if it we had no outlet from the

river ? Its entrance is the key to the West, no one can turn it but a maritime power.
Far be it then from us to think of breaking this barrier, so long as it shall serve to

protect and not keep us under. We can desire nothing more fortunate than to see

it in the hands of an ally, just, moderate and powei-ful, since it is evident that
abandoned to ourselves we must eternally find the impossibility of having a marine
capable of securing respect to our flag in the Gulph. Those who know
men, will not be longer arrested by the consideration of the turbulent,

ambitious, restless genius of this people. It brings these qualities from
Europe, but they are not indelible. It is the continual wars, the

civil dissensions of their former country ; the habit of traversing all seas,

of braving all the elements, which have given them energy. None of these causes can
act to any extent on peaceful farmers, with no enemies near at hand, relegated to the

interior, living in mild security; not opulent enough toexperienceany of the passions

which rend the soul; too much above poverty not to love order, rest and tranquil

enjoyment. After what has been pieviously said of the little advantage which the

commerce of France has received from its connection with North America, there

might be a temptation to conclude that the Western countiy could promise nothing
more flattering. The least degree of reflection, enlightened by the most supeificial

knowledge of the "country, will be sufiicient to demonstrate the falsity of such an
analogy. On the sea coast French merchants ai'c in competition with the whole of

Euiope, on the Mississippi it will depend on themselves to render the monopoly as

exclusive as they desire, although if they are wise they will be very cautious about
it. Tobacco is almost the only article they can obtain from the East, and other
nations come, like them, to seek it directly. When the Mississippi shall be open the

cultivation of this plant will cease in the two States which now produce it, and the

French merchants will become the supplyers of Europe. Besides this advantage,
the Western country will supply them also with three excellent products, hemp,
flax and wool. There they have to struggle with the empire of habit, the strengih
of old connections, the superiority of the air, the collisions of industry. Here, they
will reign over taste itself; they will have nothing to fear from ]'ival^3^ When the
English filled with merchandise the neighbouring posts which they occupied on the

Lakes, it was hopeless to sell, for none of the goods of this country are of a nature
to bear the enormous expenses occasioned by the transport up the rivers which
must be ascended so far, besides several poi-tages by land. In resuming possession

of Louisiana, France will find again thirty thousand of her old subjects, who are

still attached to her, and to whom that day will be the fairest in their life; the

number will soon be increased by all the Frenchmen from the Wabash and of that

multitude of Canadians, who from having declared themselves too openly for the

Americans during the last war, see themselves now without a country. These
people, naturally laborious, but weighed down by discouragement, will soon emulate
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decouragement emuleront bientot leur voisins a I'example de qui ils devront le gout
et la connaissance des details des actes paisibles, qui font la lichesse des Etats, C'est

principalement vers la culture des terres qu'il faudra diriger leui- activity. Le
couimerce avee les Sauvages n'a que trop d'attrait pour eux, ils y ont plus besoin

de frein que de Faiguillon. Mais de toutes les cultures, dont cette colonie est

susceptible celle qui seroit en mgme temps plus profitable aux colons, et plus avan-
tageux k la m^re patrie seroit I'^ducation des troupeaux pourvu qu'on s'attacha et

qu'on reussit a j avoir des laines ass^s belles pour valoir la peine d'estre export^es

;

et je crois, qu'on pourrait y esp^rer un succes complet. S"il est impossible de con-

jecturer juste sur ce point avant I'exp^rience il est du moins hors du doute que la

colonie peut les fournir a tr^s bas prix, puisqu'elle peut sans fi'aix multiplier k I'infinie

les bergeries sur un territoire de plus de dix miUe lieues quarr^s, qui n'est qu'une
prairie continuelle.

No. 10.—LORD DOECHESTER TO LORD SYDNEY.

(^Canadian Archives, Series Q. 42, page 82.)

Quebec, 27tb August, 1789.

My Lord,—The growing importance of the country west of the Apalachian
mountains, requires that I should transmit to Your Lordship every material infor-

mation respecting it. I therefore inclose a plan of the Colony of Kentucky, with
some late observations on the state of that country, which at present seems to be the

most considerable part of the western settlements.

I am, with much respect and esteem,
Your Lordship's most obedient and

Most humble servant,

DORCHESTER.
The Right Honble. Lord Sydney.

No. 11.—OBSERVATIONS UPON 'THE COLONY OF KENTUCKY.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q. 42, page 83.)

Louisville is a town opposite to the falls of the Ohio, upon the south shore,

very handsomely situated, containing about two hundred houses, and in the vicinity

of the place are quarries of rough mai-ble of an excellent quality for buildmg.
On the opposite side of the river at the foot of the falls stands Qlarksville, a

small town.
From the falls to the confluence of the Ohio with the Mississippi, upwards of

four hundred miles, the current is gentle, and the winds during the summer months
south or south-westerly, so that vessels of considerable burthen can and will in

future sail up to the foot of the falls. At this place is already established a ware-
house for the reception and inspection of tobacco, and inspectors are appointed by
the Legislatuie. The distance from Louisville, the most westerly settlement of
Kentucky, to Limestone, the most eastei ly, is, b}' the rout of Danville, about one
bundled and ninety mil^js, travelling on a large and very good cai'riage I'oad, both

sides of which, generally speaking, are tolerably inhabited, and in some places good
improvements; in other parts from the tenure of large military grants, and partic-

ular exposure to the incursions of the savages, the inhabitants are scattered.

Danville, the seat of the convention and considered at present as the capital is

situated in the interior country, upwards of eighty miles east of the Ohio, upon a
small bianch of Elkhorn river, in a part well inhabited and improved ; it contains

upwards of one hundred and fift}' houses, and some tolerable good buildings.

Lexington, is situated upon a small stream of the same river, and contains more
than two hundred houses, and a handsome Court house built of Limestone.
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their neighbours, to whose example they will owe the taste and knowledge of the

details of peaceful acts, which make the riches of the States. It is chiefly towards
the cultivation of the lands that their activity must be directed. The Indian trade

has only too great an attraction for them ; they have more need of the rein than
of the goad. But of all the forms of cultivation of which this colony is susceptible,

that which would be at once more profitable to the settlers and most advantageous
to the mother country would be the rearing of flocks, provided it was attended to,

and that there were successfully raised fleeces good enough to be worth exporting;
and I believe that complete success may be hoped for. If it is impossible to make
an exact conjecture on this point before having experience, it is at least beyond
doubt that the colony can furnish wool very cheaply, since it can, without trouble,

multiply endlessly sheep ranges over a territory of more than ten thousand leagues

square, which is only a continuous prairie.

No. 11.

—

Continued.

Bourhor^ is a small town, thirty miles from Lexington, and Washington a long

straggling place in one street, on each side of the great road, and within five miles

of Limestone.
Limestone is upon the south side of the Ohio, about five hundred miles below

Pittsburg, and is the general landing place of all emigrants from the Atlantic States,

from whence they proceed into the interior country, and disperse either to the right

or left of this gi-eat ntate road, to form their improvement^^, having descended with
the current of the Ohio, in large flat bottomed boats, which tliey provide at Red-
stone upon the Monongahela, or at Pittsburg, where many boat yards are erected

for thi8 express purpose.
Exclusive of these towns upon the great road, there is Harrod's town upon the

Salt river, about fifty or sixty miles from the Ohio, containing near one hundred
houses, Leestown, on Chaplain's fork, of nearl}'- the same size, and Boonsburg upon
Red river, comprehending upwards of one hundred and twenty houses.

Kentucky, as an appendage of Virginia, was thrown into three great Counties,

Jefferson, Fayette and Lincoln, and latterly, it is understood two more have been
laid oft' by Act of Assembly.

Kentucky in general appears to be a limestone Soil, excellently watered, abound-
ing with cane, which affords nourishment for their numerous cattle, during a short

winter, and saline springs which by simple evaporation plentifully supply the
country with salt. The cultivated productions are Indian corn, wheat, rye, barley,

oats, &ca. &ca. and tobacco, which latter article is raised in considerable quantities

by slaves, as practised in Virginia, .and latterly by particular permission is sent

down to New Oilcans.

The last Census of the people taken by authoi-ity in 1788 amounted to sixty-two

thousand souls, including a much greater proportion of adult males, than is to be
looked for in a common estimate of this nature, to which great additions have been
since made, the writei- having seen near five hundred persons at Limestone, who had
just landed ov arrivoil thoro in the course of two days the time of his stay, oesides a

constant influx of lainilies he met travelling on ihe liigh road.

The Militia of the country is numerous, it being supposed that upon any emer-
gency ten thousand men might be easily i-aised. Two Troops of horse are enrolled

every six months, composed of fifty men, who patrole the frontiers of the settlement

towards the Ohio to prevent Indian depredations ; this militia regulated by the laws
of Virginia, and the occasional organization of the convention, have often penetrated

the Indian Country, and in the year 1783 fifteen hundred mounted militia under the

command of Colonel Logan, made a sudden incursion, as far as the sources of the

Miamis River, and burnt all the Shawanese towns, which brought them to within
three days march of Detroit.
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The Inhabitants of Kentucky are composed of men, who fled from the horrors

of civil wai", during the late convention, of a great number of military people, who
were disbanded from the American Army, of families from the middle and southern
states, and latterly by a number of Emigrants from the north of Ireland, so that this

settlement may be said to consist of soldiers and husbandmen.
The Convention of Kentuck}^, whose authority, delegated from the people, is to

continue until the year 1*790, is composed of a number of representatives from the

counties. The following are the leading members, vizt.:—Colonel George Muter. Chief
Justice with a salary from Virginia, Major General Scott, Brigadier General Wilkin-
son, Colonel Levi Todd, Colonel Robert Todd, Colonel Robert Johnson, Colonel

Ebbert Patterson, Colonel Marshall, Secretary of the Land Office, and Colonel John
Campbell. It is unnecessary to mention the counties, in which they reside, as they
are universally known in that country.

The congressional established Troops, under the command of Colonel and Briga-

dier General Harmar, are supposed to consist of eight hundred men, comprehending
two companies of artillery attached to this corps, and they are in garrison from
Venango in the east, on the north west of the Ohio, to Post St. Vincennes on the

Ouabache, in the west, in the following manner, vizt. :—Brigadier Genl. Harmar at

Fort Harmar, on the Muskingum, with five companies. Major Willis at the falls of

the Ohio, with three companies, Major Doughty at Post St. Vincennes with four

companies, and Captain Doyle at Venango, with two companies. The other two
companies cover the new establishments commenced at the mouth of the Great
Miamis or Rocky river, under Judge Symms, where they occupy a redoubt at the

forks of Great Beaver Creek, the name of the Commanding Officer is not known at

present.

They are supposed not to be defective in Field pieces, and have spare Iron Ord-

nance at Pittsburg, and Fort Harmar.
People of property on the western frontier of Virginia and Pensylvania must gen-

erally be interested in the fate of Kentucky; but until the etfects of a correspondence,

carried on by a private committee, between these settlements, are better known,
many names of the leading men of that description cannot be given. Brigadier Gen-
ei-al Nevill, Colonel John Stephenson, of Pensylvania, and Major General Lincoln of

the new colony at Muskingum, and even Judge Symms at the Great Miamis, are of

opinion that their interest is inseparably connected with Kentucky.
The Trade of this country is now confined to the internal barter of its inhabi-

tants, and the supply of the new emigrants, and lately to the exportation of flour

and tobacco by special permits to New Orleans, and this intercourse will probably

be increased through the medium of the colony establishing at New Madrid on the

west shore of the Mississippi, opposite to the mouth of the Ohio, under the direction

of Mr. Morgan.
The continued emigration from the Atlantic States, flowing from various causes,

the result of the late revolutional war, must suddenly form very great and extensive

Colonies upon the Ohio, its lateral branches, and the Mississippi, which will eventu-

ally open a field for a more extensive commerce, than what the northern parts of

America have yet afforded, and consequently New Orleans must become, at no
distant period, the great emporium of North America, and therefore highly worthy of

the marked attention of the British Government, as a commercial and manufacturing
kingdom.

Lacassang & Co., at Louisville, and Tendez vous, at Danville, are mercantile

houses of note in the interest of France.
The latter carried on a trade from Bordeaux to the States, during the war, and

are supposed once to have been prisoners at Halifax.
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No. 12.—LOED DOECHBSTER TO LORD GRENYILLE.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q. 43-2, p. 623.)

(No. 9.)

Sir,

Quebec, 25th October, 1789.

I inclose some communications, which I have received a few days ago.

I am with much
Respect and esteem

Sir,

Your most obedient, and
Most humble servant,

DORCHESTER.
The Right Honble.

W. W. Grenville.

Conversations with Different Persons.

First.—You have passed a Revenue bill, I have not seen it, but am informed it

has been greatly modified in your house ; there are times, in which candour appears
to me to be the best policy, and I am authorized to acquaint you, and the gentlemen
in public office here, that had the Bill in question passed as sent up, from your House
of Representatives with those discriminating clauses, which appeared in your public

papers, we were prepared to meet it ; a discretionary power is by an annual Act of

Parliament, vested in the King in Council for such purposes, and the continuance

of the indulgencies shewn to your shipping in our ports in Europe, depends upon
yonr own conduct.

We greatly modified the Bill in question in the Senate. In both Houses, but
particularly in the House of Representatives, there is a very warm party; in the

latter, Mr. Maddison, a Delegate from Virginia took a very active and leading part,

he is an eleve of Mr. Jefferson's, who is still our Minister at Paris, and may be

esteemed as not exempt from a French bias ; this gentleman pushed the discrimin-

ating clauses, with great warmth and spirit, and being a man of genius and talents,

his exertions had a considerable influence in that house; their object doubtless was
unfriendly to Great Britain, and favourable to France, but when the Bill came before

us, the majority were too enlightened and too moderate, to approve such measures

;

they viewed the Act as a declaration of commercial war, which it was neither just

nor wise to commence against a powerful nation, and they took infinite pains to

collect from the best materials, within their reach (which indeed were very
indifferent ones) the real condition of our shipping in your ports in Europe, and
indiffei-ent as these sources of information were, they furnished proofs of your indul-

gencies, to which the advocates for discrimination could not oppose any solid reply.

From these exertions the Bill has been reduced into its present form ; all the powers
of Europe, without exception, stand upon a similar footing, and it appears to me,
that notwithstanding the operation of the Impost and Tonnage Acts you will possess
many great advantages from our consumption, and from the import of our raw
materials.

It was an argument used by the party, who passed the Impost Bill, in the
House of Representatives, as well as of those, who approved that measure in the
Senate, that Great Britain would not be disposed to check the importation of raw
materials, which she wanted, nor to impede so considerable a vent, as that which
she found in our consumption, which is a great and an encreasing object for a trifling

consideration, and that they might depend on it, she would not risk such objects for

a moderate encrease of duties ; but, if she did, it was better for the States to suffer a
temporary inconvenience, to look out for such articles from abroad, as were
absolutely essential, and to use every exertion to create manufactures at home, than
to persevere in a ruinous system ; these arguments are at least plausible.
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Another object of great importance to you is now in agitation ; a Committee has
some time since been appointed to consider the situation of our shipping in the

American Islands, and in the Continent of North America, not within the dominions of
the States; that is in other words in your Provinces and in the West India Islands.

This is doubtless pointed at you, and the majority of this Committee being composed
of Gentlemen, who were the advocates for a Discrimination of duties, they made a

speedy report, and wished to act on it; it had for its object, the not permitting your

shipping to clear out from our ports, either for your West India Islands, or for your

Provinces upon this Continent, hut the Senate thought it prudent to let the matter lay

over until next session.

With respect to General Washington I cannot pretend to determine from the
conversations, I have held with him, whether his mind is perfectly free from a Fi-ench

bias or not, but the moderate and thinking party wish greatly for a commercial
treaty with Gi-eat Britain, and nothing would facilitate this more than the admission
of small vessels into your Islands under certain regulations.

With respect to the Senate I think I can assure you, that the majority of this

body are in a disposition to enter upon the consideration of such a subject dispas-

sionately ; with regard to the House of Representatives, and to the public, I should

still pause in deciding.

I am upon the point of making a tour through a part of New England, in the

course of which I shall meet with several members of the Legislature will you give

me leave to mention your communication to them ?

By all means. For my own part I think the matter is in a narrow compass.
Great Britain may think it an object to pass over the effects of the Impost and Ton-
nage Acts, for the sake of our consumption; we are considerable and encreasing

customers, but to be sure, if she can command a market for her manufactures else-

where on better terms, she may be expected to resent it.

The Sessions on the whole has passed smoothly, and a foundation has been laid,

from which much future good will arise. I think the Legislature will meet in

January, with an improving spirit of moderation.

In the adjustment of late pecuniary arrangements, previous to our adjournment
of yesterday, it was proposed to empower the President to apply certain sums of

money towards the payment of ministers abroad, should He judge it necessary to

send any to Europe, prior to our next meeting in January, but the Senate objected,

and the clauses for this purpose, which formed a part of a general appropriation bill

for the year, were struck out. No minister will therefore be sent, and indeed, if one
had gone to London, he would not have been a person of a disposition to promote
those views of harmony and friendship between the two countries, which I have at

heart; it would have been a second edition of Mr. Adams.
There has been a late application to Lord Dorchester, for the purpose of ascer-

taining the Longitude of a certain part of one of the Great Lakes, in order to deter-

mine a matter in contest between two of the States, to effect which it is necessary to

come upon your territoiies. As to the idea of an)' application at this time, relative

to the Western Forts, it is not founded.

I am naturally well disposed to the country in which I live, and howevei- I may
lament and condemn the dismemberment of a Great Empire, to the Government and
principles of which I have ever been strongly attached, in the present posture of

affairs I certainly cannot have any views or motives unconnected with the general

good, but I do think that, in the hands of able and dispassionate men, a system
might be formed to the advantage of both countries. To suppose that Great Britain

should in any shape sollicit our commercial friendship is idle, and absurd ; there are

individuals, who profess such opinions, but the more enlightened part of the Senate

hold them to be ridiculous; were this to be done I should be sorrj' for it.
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I regret Mr. Jay's removal from the Department of Foreign Affairs, as he is a
man of a just and firm character; his successor Mr, Jefferson I do not so much
approve of.

North Carolina will join the union during the next Sessions, I think Rhode
Island must follow shortly afterwards.

Second.—Having upon different occasions had the honour of conversing with
you upon very important subjects, I wish to take the present opportunity to speak
freely to you upon a point of some consequence, in which you are the more inter-

ested from being a member of the Upper House. Amongst other important Acts
that you have passed during the present Session, there is a Bill which underwent a long
and spirited discussion, which in consequence found its way into your news papers,
and from there was reprinted in London. From the complexion of that Bill in some of
its early stages, and from the language of many of the gentlemen, who debated it, it

has been considered by us, as a mark of the disposition of the new Government, how
it has been modified afterwards (for I have lately heard it has undergone a very con-
siderable degree of alteration) I do not know, but if it had passed into a law with those
discriminations, which it was originally stated to contain, I am authorized to say
that it would have produced on our part, an immediate abrogation of those indul-

gencies which the shipping of the States enjoy in our ports in Europe. Our Cabinet
regret this necessity, and will be guided by the conduct of the States in those
-respects.

Whilst 3^ou were without an eflScient Government, and some of the local Legis-
latures adopted such measures, we did not take any steps whatever, trusting that
the formation of a strong government here would lead to their repeal, but if one of
the first measures of the present government had such objects in view, the case
was materially altered, and certainly, if the States chose to mark commercial
hostility to us, we were to lose no time in changing our system.

The discriminating clauses in question were greatly disapproved in our House,
where the Bill was modified ; and, as it passed into a law, leaves no distinction

whatever between the different powers of Europe ; and I can further assure you it

was generally regietted by us that the nature of our ti-eaties with Fi-ance did not
admit of our giving a decided preference to Great Britain ; for my own part, my
opinion is, that a firm connexion with you, is to be preferred to that of all the powers
of Europe besides ; the President wishes well to this principle, so does the Vice
President, who is the Speaker of the Senate, and who, although from thence with-
out a right to debate questions, did request leave to give his opinion duiing the
discussion of this Bill; and I must say his sentiments gave me much satisfaction.

The French Ministei- did exert all his influence upon this business, and marked no
little dissatisfaction upon its failure.

As to our sending a minister to you, the President did apply for a general
power to defray the Expences necessary for the support of ministers in Europe,
should such a step be requisite before our next meeting in January, but the Senate
being of opinion, that the extent of those appointments ought to depend upon the
character of the men employed, and the nature of the objects, this command over
the public purse was withheld.

Would you send a minister to us if we sent one to you ?

Will you permit me to mention this conversation to (see seventh)
?

k

I cannot give you any answer to your first question ; to the last I have not the
smallest difficulty in saying, " by all means."

No pej-son should be better pleased to communicate it to
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Third.—I have written to Lord Dorchester, about three weeks ago, upon the
subject of an aifair of Territorial Jurisdiction between Pensylvania and New York,
for the adjustment of which it becomes necessary to ascertain the Longitude of the

Southwestermost bend of one of the Lakes, which cannot be effected without going
upon your territories ; I hope it wiH not be objected to ?

Sir,—I am persuaded of Lord Dorchester's general disposition to promote mutual
harmony and the extension of science.

Fourth.—There is a hostile spirit existing with us, particularly in the house of
Eepresentatives, checked for the present, by the want of money, which compels
them to submit to many things they would otherwise revolt at; but the produce of

the impost duty is a great one, it is paid in gold and silver, there will be an accumu-
lation and a saving, and, you may depend on it, the language and temper of the
government will be actuated accordingly.

Commissioners are gone to negotiate a treaty with the Creek Indians, who are

said to have fifteen thousand men, and are supported by McGrillivray, who sets the

power of the States at defiance; this man it is thought is supported by Lord Dun-
more, or at least from his government. If the Commissioners do not succeed the

States are determined to proceed against them with the utmost rigour and exertion,

and as the Western Indians, particulatly the Wabash, continue to mark a similar

spirit of animosity, they ai-e considered to be excited by you, to which the possession

of the Western Posts is thought to be greatly conducive.

The Indians pass through the whole western territory, and penetrate quite into

Kentucky. To get these Posts from you, is, you may depend on it, a very favourite

object, and nothing but the power is wanting to induce them to try it; I mean want
of money.

A Lieutenant-Colonel Conolly, a half pay officer, who has been recently fixed at

Detroit, with the appointments of a Lieutenant Governor, has penetrated through
the Western Country, with a view doubtless to mark and try the spirit of the people

;

he found them nearly divided, and therefore in that respect was protected in his

person from any public apprehension, but he found it requisite to escape from the
dread of private assassination.

These things cause jealousy, and there is a large party of men in office in the
States, who in their hearts aim at no less than the subversion of the British Power
in North America, to the accomplishment of which they look wishfully forward.

The army to the Westward is not encreased this year, the officers are merely
re-commissioned in conformity to the new constitution ;

but their present military

establishment is considered as totally inadequate to the various services of that

extended country, and I think they will be augmented next Sessions.

Fifth.—The Banks of New York and Philadelphia have lent the Government
Fifty thousand Dollars each. The Impost is the the only present source of Eevenue.

Sixth.—This Country is in general destitute of specie, and therefore whatever
may be the disposition of the Federal Courts, or their decisions, English Creditors,

cannot recover, what their Debtors do not at present possess. The emigrations to

the westward injure the landed property excessively.

Pot ashes, Pearl ashes, and Flax seed, are good remittances to Great Britain and
to Ireland, and they are therefor-^ much attended to in the Eastern and middle
States.

I was consulted during the discussion of the Revenue bill, and I drew up a

paper, stating the comparative conduct of Great Britain, France and Spain towards

the States, in commercial matters, and notwithstanding the flattering declarations

of France it appeared clearly, that you were more essentially indulgent to us, than

either of these powei-s ; this paper a member of the Senate engrafted into his speech,

and 1 think with effect.
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The New Englanders are beginning to remark upon the high appointments
annexed to the Executive Departments ; upon the wages of the members of the two
Houses, and upon their travelling allowances, termed " mileage," all of which they
think too consideiable.

The new Government depends altogether upon the produce of the new Impost
and Tonnage Duties for its support, no direct taxation has been hazarded.

If any political measure should check the Exports from the Eastern and middle
States to Grreat Britain and to Ireland, it would be severely felt by both.

Seventh.—I have requested to see you on this occasiim from a wish to explain

certain points relative to our situation, and from a desire to suggest a measure, which
I conceive to be both for the interest of Great Bi'itain and of this Country to adopt.

We have lately established a Government upon principles, that in my opinion render
it safe for anj^ nation to enter into Treaties with us, either Commercial or Political,

which has not hitherto been the case; I have always preferred a connexion with you,

to that of any other country, we think in English, and have a similarity of prejudices

and of predilections; I have been in the habit of considering this subject, we are a

young and a growing Empire, with inuch enterprize and vigour, but undoubtedly are,

and must be for years, rather an agricultural than a manufacturing people; yet our
policy has had a tendency to suggest the necessity of introducing manufactures, which
accordingly have made some progress in Connecticut, where cloth has been manu-
factured to some extent, leaving already a clear profit of between six and seven per
cent, to the proprietors, and Pensylvania has gone further in her exertions in different

branches. These and similar efforts are to no comparative extent, but doubtless

their encrease will be proportioned to your conduct.

I am free to say, that although France has been indulgent to us, in certain points,

yet, what she can furnish, is by no means so essential or so suited to us as your pro-

ductions, nor do our raw materials suit her so well as they do you.
The Government of a country cannot altogether change either the taste or the

disposition of a people, but its influence may check or cherish it.

We wish to form a commeicial treaty with you to every extent, to which you
may think it for your interest to go. Lord Lansdowne at the close of his administra-

tion had a plan of this nature upon a very' broad scale indeed, and one which I do
not think now attainable, considering the spif'it of your late navigation and regula-

ting Acts, as well as from various publications by persons of considerable weight in

England ; but when I view the rapid enci-ease of this country, its extent, taste and
disposition, I do think a Treaty of Commerce might be formed upon terms advan-
tageous to both countries ; for unless this can be done, I know very well nothing of

this nature can be effected, and Kingdoms so circumstanced, can have little friendly

intercourse. I do think we are and shall be, great consumers, and I am of opinion,

that it will be better for Great Britain to grant us admission into her Islands under
certain limitations of size of vessels, so as merely to enable us to carry our produce
there, and to bring from thence the productions of those Islands to our own ports,

under such restrictions as to prevent the possibility of our interfering with your
carrying trade in Europe, than by a rigid adherence to your present plan to pro-

duce a system of warfare in Commercial matters, which however encouraged by
France in this Country, during the late Sessions here, with a view to promote cold-

ness and animosity between the two countries, I have ever viewed with much regret,

as being directly opposed to that system, which upon mature reflexion, I have
thought it most eligible for us to pursue.

The present moment I view as particularly favourable for a plan of this nature.

We are now so circumstanced as to be free to enter into a discussion of this sort,

from our condition with regard to the other maritime powers ; this may not be the
case hereafter.

We have a matter of great importance to settle with Spain, I mean the navi-

gation of the Missisippi ; this is of the first moment to our territories to the west-
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ward, they must have that outlet, without it they will be lost to us. As to your provinces
to the nortliward, on that score there is no cause for jealousj'; it never can be our

interest to extend our possessions in that quarter, even if we had the power ; our

countiy is already sufficiently large, more so perhaps than prudence might wish, as

its e-xtent tends to increase our difficulties in certain points, and to weaken our

Goveinment. It is also a consideration not unworthy of your attention, that as we
may become considerable in half a century or in less, if we aie under the necessity of

connecting ourselves with the House of Bourbon, such a connexion, in that event,

may become important to your West India possessions. On the other hand, con-

nected with you, by strong ties of commercial, perhaps of political, fiiendships our

naval exertions, in future wars, may in your scale begreatly important, and decisive.

These are my opinions, they ai-e the sentiments, which I have long entertained, on
which I have acted, and I think them suited to the future welfare of both countries.

I am not sufficiently authorized to say so, it is not in my department, but I am in-

clined to think a, person will soon he sent to England to sound the disposition of your

Court upon it.

Sir,

I have mentioned to (see second) what would have been the

effect of your Eevenue Bill, had it passed in the form in which it appeared from
your Prints, with those discriminating clauses, which undoubtedly were levelled at

us He requested my permission to communicate this to you, and

I believe I may conclude that this conversation arises from that source.

It does.

I thought it consistent with the spirit of that communication, not to with hold

it, notwithstanding the modification, which afterwards took place, although I can

give no opinion whatever, as to the effects, which it may produce, under its present

form, nor to the light in which we may view it at home. I speak very freely to you,

but you will of course readily comprehend, that now, this is merely private conver-

sation.

Certainly, and in your situation mine cannot be esteemed anything more,

although I can assure you, that the ideas I have thrown out, may be depended upon,

as the sentiments of the most enlightened men in this country, they are those of Gen-

eral Washington, I can confidently assure you, as well as of a great majority in the

Senate.

If I understand the Eevenue and Tonnage Acts, you have placed us precisely

upon the footing of every other foreign nation; during the discussion of this bill you
doubtless took it into your consideration, the condition of your shipping in our Ports

in Eui'ope, and you would naturally compare it with that of other Foreign Shipping;

you would then Judge whether we had been "hostile to you, or not; now I beg leave

to put a case, if, in consequence of your late regulations, we should place you exactly

upon the footing of other foreigners in our ports, would it appear an unfair proce-

dure?

Suiely not, every nation has a clear right, as you remarked, to regulate its own
commerce.

Another thing that strikes me, as the real views of communities, as well as of

individuals, are rather to be gathered from their conduct than from their professions,

it is not unnatural to suppose, that, prior to the entering upon the discussion of a
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future Treaty we may think it reasonable to settle any matters that may be supposed
to respect the Treaty of Peace, still unadjusted.

Certainly, this is proper on both sides. There aie two points only that occur to

me as being complained of. The one, the Tender laws, and their effects, I consider

to be done away by the present Government, which has paid the most particular

attention to this in the formation and establishment of its Judiciary branch ; the

District Courts will be in immediate operation ; the supreme court very shortly. The
other regards the Confiscation Acts. I have seen the oi-iginal document, it was
wholly recommendatory, and the confiscations that have taken place since the peace
have arisen rather from mistakes, than intention, their amount is comparatively
nothing.

There has been I acknowledge a spirit of animosity and rancour, in many
instances, which I greatly condemn, but this however uncreditable, 1 do not believe

will amount to an infringement.

On our side there are also two points still unadjusted, the Western Forts and the

Negroes, although, as to the latter, I always decidedly approved Lord Dorchester's
conduct on that occasion, he could not do otherwise. To have given up these

men to their masters, after the assurances of protection held out to them, was
impossible, and the Reply of your Cabinet to our application on this subject was to

me perfectly satisfactory.

You have mentioned its being your intention to send a person to learn our dis-

position upon certain points; you are indubitably the proper Judges of the quali-

fications and disposition of the gentleman to be employed in the business. I beg
leave however to suggest, how much such a measure may be promoted, or impeded,
by the predilections, possibly by the prejudices, of an individual so circumstanced.
If his mind should have any bias towards any other foreign power, such bias might
altogether frustrate the objects of his mission.

Undoubtedly, we have not in some former instances been exempt from this

sort of inconvenience, to which the manner of naming to public appointments
under our old government not a little contributed.

The case is now altered, these nominations originate with General Washington,
who is a good judge of men, and the gentleman, to be employed in this business, is

perfectly master of the subject, and if he leans in his bias towards any foreign

countiy, it is decidedly to you.
As you have done me the honour of mentioning to me the turn of party, during

your late Sessions, I cannot avoid saying that I was much surprised to find amongst
the gentlemen who were so decidedly hostile to us in their public conduct, the name
of a man, from whose character for good sense, and other qualifications, I should
have been led to expect a very different conduct.

You mean Mr. Maddison from Virginia. I confess I am likewise rather sur-

prised at it, as well as that the oidy -oppposition to General Washington was from
thence. The truth is, that although this gentleman is a clover man, he is very little

acquainted with the world. That he is uncorrupted and incorruptible I have not a
doubt; he has the same end in view that I have, and so have these gentlemen who
act with him, but their mode of attaining it is very different. You have I take it

for granted seen our Debates ?

T have them, but have not read them. Your observation of the manner of
attaining the object, you profess to have in view, leads me to remai-k, that I cannot
think Commercial Hostility with us, the mode to obtain Commercial Friendship. From
what I have heard you say with respect to Mr. Pitt, and to our Cabinet, you will

not wonder when I tell you, that their plan has been evidently to hold the nation
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high, in the opinion of the world, and they have accomplished it. You cannot sup-

pose, that those who follow up such a system will be influenced by compulsory

measures. Upon such minds their tendency must be diametrically opposite. The
purposes of national glory are best attained by a close adherence to national honour,

alike prepared to meet foreign friendship, and to repel foreign hostility.

Beyond all doubt, these are sentiments that do honour to any nation ; and I

make no scruple to say, that both before I came into office and since, I have acted

under that impression. Whilst the Revenue and Tonnage Bills were under discus-

sion, I was decidedly opposed to those discriminating clauses, that were so warmly
advocated by some gentlemen. I was at pains to obtain information from our mer-

cantile body here upon this subject, who with a few exceptions were against every

species of distinction, upon the principle that it would be productive of a war of

commerce, and in as far as I could judge bj^ their communications, there are certain

indulgencies, which our shipping enjoy in your ports in Europe. If the effect of

our regulations determines you to place us precisely on the footing of all other

foreign powers, we have not from that measure the smallest ground for complaint,

nor, as it appears to me, would the alteration be very momentous to us. I cannot

recollect that there is anything in the Impost Act, which marks a preference to any
other Foreign Power, when put into competition with you, possibly some very

trifling difference between French brandies and your West India spirits.

I think I clearly comprehend the scope of the communication that you have

been pleased to make to me. Pray what use do you intend me to make of it? Is it

with the view of my mentioning it to Lord Dorchester ?

Yes, and by Loi'd Dorchester to your Ministry, in whatever manner His Lord-

ship shall judge proper; but I should not chuse to have this go any further in

America.
I am desirous to know your intentions accurately upon this particular point, as

you are the judge of the extent of your confidence.

This is very delicate in you, and I have been anxious to hold this conversation

with you from the opinion that I have always had of your chai-acter, and from my
conviction that Lord Dorchester would not honour any man with his good opinion

and friendship, in whose integrity every confidence might not be placed.

If the present favourable occasion shall pass away, and a system of commercial

warfare shall take place, it may lead to the adoption of another idea, in the contem-

plation of gentlemen, who are advocates for discrimination, and which did not

respect a tonnage or Impost duties, but had in view a much stronger measure.

N.B.—He did not say what it was, but I understood it to mean the idea of

shutting their ports to our shipping, that might wish to clear out

either for our possessions in North America, or the West Indies,

with lumber, provisions &c.

I have understood that there has been some difficulty lately with respect to our

packet. I hope it is settled ?

The matter has been somewhat misrepresented. The fact was, the Collector

of the Customs at this port had applied to me to know in what light he was to con-

sider your Packet, the Act passed by our Legislature during the summer having left

that point unsettled, the law of Nations exempted Men of War from such duties

undoubtedly, but it became requisite to know officially whether your Packet was a

King's ship, or not, and the result of the Inquiry has been, that she was so, in every
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respect, that the Captain held a Commission under your Admiralty Board, and was
debai-red from commerce. The matter therefore is settled.

N.B,—The French Government have re-established packets to New York
but they are merchant vessels, come out occasionally with goods and
with certain allowances for carrying the letters or Government dis-

patches. These are therefore obliged to clear at the Custom house,

and consequently subject to the effects, both of the Impost and Ton-
nage Acts. They are small vessels.

Eighth.—The State of New York has appointed Commissioners to ascertain their

boundaries with Vermont, who on their part have also named Commissioners. Those
for New York are General Schuyler, Mr. King, Mr. Eanssaeler, Mr. Benson and other

gentlemen. They have not yet met.

Ninth.—In consequence of certain determinations in the Federal Government
Overtures have lately been made to us to join the American Union, under certain

stipulations, the principal one of which is that we should pay our share of the debt,

incurred during the late war.

There are other difficulties relative to boundaries, as well as upon various points,

with respect to which there are different opinions, yet they are, I think capable of

an adjustment. Upon the subject of the debt the objection is universal, yet we
confess we are not able to resist the whole power of the States, if they shall unite in

compulsory measures, so that on this point there is at present great apprehension
with us. The State of New York singly we are more than a match for.

N.B.—By comparing his language now and thirteen months ago I observe
evidently, that he speaks of the strength of Vermont with less

confidence and of the power of the States with greater apprehension.

No 13.—THE DUKE OF LEEDS TO GOUVERNEUE MORRIS.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 44-1, p. 95.)

Whitehall, 28th April, 1790.

Sir,

I should not have so long delayed returning an answer to the letter you received
from General Washington, which you had the goodness to communicate to me last

month, had I not heard you were in Holland. 1 received some time ago a note from
you, which I should sooner have acknowledged, but was at fii'st prevented by a
multiplicity of engagements and since by illness.

The two subjects contained in General Washington's letter are indisputably of
the highest importance, and I can safely assure you it has ever been the sincere and
earnest wish of this country to fulfill her engagements, (contracted by the Treaty of
Peace with the United States) in a manner consistent with the most scrupulous
fidelity.

We cannot but lament every circumstance which can have delayed the accom-
plishment of those engagements (comprized in the treaty) to which those States

were in the most solemn manner bound; and should the delay in fulfilling them
have rendered their final completion impracticable, we have no scruple in declaring
our object is, to retard the fulfilling such subsequent parts of the treaty as depend
entirely upon Great Britain, until redress is granted to our subjects upon the specific

points of the treaty itself, or a fair and just compensation obtained for the non-
performance of those engagement on the part of the United States.

With respect to a Commercial treaty between the two countries, I can only say
that it is the sincere wish of the British Government to cultivate a real and bona fide

6a—II
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system of friendly intercourse with the United States, and thateverj'' measure which
can really and reciprocally tend to produce that object wiil be adopted with the
utmost satisfaction by Great Britain.

No. 14.—GENEEAL WASHINGTON TO GOUVEENEUE MOEEIS.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 44-1, p, 93.)

New York, 13th October, 1789.

Sir,

It being important to both countries that the treaty of Petice between Great
Britain and the United States should be observed and performed with perfect and
mutual good faith, and that a treaty of commerce should be concluded by them on
principles of reciprocal advantage to both, I wish to be ascertained of the sentiments
and intentions of the Court of London on these interesting subjects.

It appears to me most expedient to have these inquiries made informally by a
private agent and understanding that you will soon be in London, \ desire you in

that capacity, and on the authority and credit of this letter, to converse with His
Brittanic Majesty's Ministers on these points, viz. : Whether there be any and what
objections to now performing those articles in the treaty which remain to be
performed on His part ; and whether they incline to a treaty of Commerce with the

United States on any and what terras.

This communication ought regularly to be made to yoii by the Secretary of

State, but that office not being at present filled, my desire of avoiding delay induces

me to make it under my own Hand. It is my wish to promote harmony and mutual
satisfaction between the two Countries, and it would give me great pleasure to find

that the result of your Agency in the business now committed to you will conduce to

that end.

I am. &c.,

G. WASHINGTON.
Gouverneur Morris, Esq.

No. 15.—GOUYEENEUE MOEEIS TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 44-1, p. 97.)

CovENT Garden, 30th April, 1790.

My Lord,

I was honoured by your Grace's letter of the twentyeighth, late last Evening,
and take the earliest opportunity to acknowledge it.

Be assured, my Lord, that I regret much the Indisposition which suspended
your answer, and sincerely wish that it may be speedily removed.

I am happy to be assured by such respectable authority, "that it has ever been
" the sincere and earnest wish of this country to fulfill her engagements with the
•''United States in a manner consistent with the most scrupulous fidelity." This
indeed has never admitted of question in my mind, because I could not have a Doubt
of the National Faith of Great Britain, and I have the Pleasure to observe to you
my Lord that sentiments of this kind induced the Congress at their last Session to

reject by a Considerable Majority some regulations which might have appeared hostile

and proved injurious to your Commercial interests. I am perfectly convinced from
this and from many other circumstances, that the United States have a Constant
determination to perform in the fullest manner every stipulation which they have
made; for this is not only in itself a moral duty peculiarly binding upon every
Sovereign power, but it is especially secured by that Constitutional Compact which
the people of America have made with each other. Since both Parties therefore
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have the best dispositions and are influenced by the present motives, I indulge, My
Lord, the hope that evorj obstacle to a complete performance will be speedily

removed. And in this hope without going into an enquiry as to the causes of former
delay, which might not perhaps tend towai-ds Conciliation, I must intreat of Your
Grace's goodness to be informed in what respects & to what degree you consider the

final completion of those engagements to which the United States were bound, as

having been rendered impracticable, for I must own that the idea is new to my
conception. The candour with which Your Grace avows the intention to retard a
fulfillment of such parts of the treaty as depend upon Great Britain meets, as it

merits, my utmost acknowledgments. I am very far from questioning the policy,

nor will I presume to doubt the propriety of a caution which is, I trust, unnecessary,

and which might indeed be unpleasant to the feelings of America if they could be
affected with punctilious sentiments in the discussion of national interest. But it

becomes my duty to ask of you. My Lord, the nature & extent of the redress

expected for your Subjects upon the specific points of the treaty, and in the supposed
case that this should have become impracticable, the kind and the measure of com-
pensation to be required from us as preliminary to the fulfillment of those stipula-

tions which remain to be fulfilled by you.

I trust that I am mistaken in that part of Your Grace's letter which relates to

a commercial treaty, because it really appears to me as expressive only of the wish
to cultivate mei-ely an amicable intercourse founded on commercial good faith, and
implying some disinclination to the securing of that intercourse by the foi'ce of

treaty, I should be very unhappy to convey a false interpretation of the sentiments
of this Government upon an object of such importance. This might be prejudicial

to both countries, and therefore I shall indulge the expectation that if I am wrong

.

Your Grace will have the goodness to set me right.

With perfect respect, I have the Honor to be,

My Lord,
Your Grace's most obedient humble servant,

GOUV. MOKEIS.
His Grace

The Duke of Leeds.

No. 16.—MR. GRENVILLB TO LORD DORCHESTER.

(^Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 44-1, p. 84.)

(No. 22, Secret.)

Whitehall, 6th May, 1790.

My Lord,

In consequence of the discusions which have arisen between His Majesty and
the Court of Spfiin relative to the capture of some British Vessels on the North
West Coast of America, & His Majestj' having received information of armaments
in the ports of Spain has judged it necessary to give immediate orders for augmen-
ting His Forces.

I trust that the issue of this business will be such as to correspond with
His Majesty's sincere desire for the maintenance of peace consistently with the pre-

servation of the Honour of His Crown, and the essential interests of His people.

But as it is possible that this business may take a contrary turn, I have thought it

right that Your Lordship should be apprized of it as early as possible. •

It is I think extremely improbable that any attack will bo made by Spain in

the present circumstances on any of His Majesty's North American Dominions. But
it is evidently to be apprehended that the existence of a war between this country
and Spain will give encouragement to the United States to demand the Cession of

the Forts on the Frontier of Canada. And it is possible that by holding out to them
6a—11^
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a prospect of obtaining this favourable object, the Court of Spain may be able to

induce them to take an active part in the War. As this is a point of the utmost
importance to the British interests, I am persuaded that Your Lordship will feel how
necessary it is that His Majesty should have in that part of His Dominions a person

to whose experience, talents and character He may look with confidence for such a
line of conduct as may be necessary to protect the whole of the remaining British

Empire in America, and that Your Lordship will therefore readily be induced to

relinquish Your wish of returning to Great Britain this season.

The necessary arrangements for the defence of those of His Majesty's posses-

sions which are more immediately exposed to attack either by Spain, if she should

find herself in a condition for offensive operations, or by France, if that Country
should be induced to become a party in the war, make it very doubtful whether any
reinforcement of troops can be sent out to JTorth America this year. As Your Lord-

ship is empowered by an Ordinance of the Province to embody such part of the

Militia as shall be necessary, you will of course on receiving accounts of the com-
mencement of Hostilities, of which I shall not fail to give Your Lordship the earliest

intelligence, take measures for doing this as far as the circumstances of your situa-

tions may appear to require, and considering how large a part of the Inhabitants,

particularly in the Upper Countr}'-, were in arms during the American War, I should

hope that this might soon be made by Your Lordship's exertions an useful and
efficient force.

I am, &c.

W. W. GEENVILLE.

No. 17.—MR. GRENYILLB TO LORD DORCHESTER.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 44-1, p. 87.)

(No. 23, Secret.)

Whitehall, 6th Ma}^, 1790.

My Lord,

The Friendship of the Inhabitants of Yermont would ijnder the circumstances of

any alarm from the side of the United States, be of the greatest importance, and Your
Lordship's attention cannot be too much directed to this object. I have had some com-
munication with Mr. Levi Allen who has been sometime in this country with author-

ity tD treat on their behalf for commercial arrangements. I find that the principal

article to which they look beyond those advantages which ai-e granted to them by
the measures which Your Lordship has already adopted, is the permission to export

flour from Yermont into the Province of Quebec. Your Lordship must be the best

Judge how far this permission would in an}' material degree he prejudicial to the

interests of the province, or of any number of Individuals in it; and for that reason I

forbear giving any decided opinion upon it, though I am strongly inclined to

think that if this concession could be the means of attaching the people of

Yermont sincerely to the British interest, it would, under the present circum-

stances, be expedient to make it. I am, however, fully persuaded that Your
Lordship will give to this subject the attention which it deserves, and that j'ou will

neglect no proper steps for ensuring so considerable an accession of strength as that

which we should derive Irom the friendship of Yermout. Such encouragement has

been given to Mr. Allen as will I hope dispose him to exert any influence which he

or his connexions may possess in whatever manner Your Lordship may think proper

to direct it.

I am, &c.,

W. W. GRENYILLE.
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No. 18.—ME. GEENVILLE TO LORD DORCHESTER.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 44-1, p. 89.)

Whitehall, 6th May, 1790.

(No. 24, Secret.)

My Lord,

In addition to what I have said in my letter No. 22 of this date relative

to the possible inducements which Spain may hold out to the United States

to prevail upon them to take a part against Great Britain in case of war, I think it

right to transmit to Your Lordship the enclosed copies of a communication made by
Mr. Morris to His Grace the Duke of Leeds and of the answer given to it by his

Grace.

This communication coming from Genl. Washington however vague and inex-

plicit it is, seems however to indicate some disposition on the part of the United
States to cultivate a closer connection with this country than has hitherto subsisted

since their sepaiation from Great Britain. Although ilfwas necessary in the first

instance in answer to Mr. Morris's Letter to hold a language of firmness, which should
point out the non execution of the Treaty on the part of America, and the inadequate
return made for the liberal manner in which they have been treated in point of
commerce, it will certainly be our object to establish, if possible, a greater degree of
interest than we have hitherto had in that country. Your Lordship will ot course
endeavour to find the means of sending proper pei'sons who may though not author-
ised by any public commission, forward this object, and at the same time be able to

give to Your Lordship the earliest information of hostile designs, if any such should
be meditated against the forts or against Canada itself.

I conceive that it would by no means be impossible to turn the tide of the opinion
and wishes of America in our favour in case of a contest with Spain on the business
now in question. The right which Spain has asserted is exclusive against all the
world, against the United States as well as against any European powers: And the
Fur trade fi-om the North West Coast of America may become a valuable accessory
and assistant to the China trade in which the Americans have already embarked
extensively. The object which we might hold out to them, particularly to the
-Kentucke iind other Settlers at the back of the old Colonies, of opening the Naviga-
tion of the Mississippi to them, is one at least as important as the possession of the
Forts, and perhaps it would not be difficult to shew, that the former is much more
easily attainable with the assistance of Great Britain against Spain, than the latter

is by their joining Spain in offensive operations against this Country. I throw out
these ideas to Your Lordship fully persuaded that you will omit no oppoi-tunity of
improving them as for as circumstances will admit. It will be very material with a
view to future arrangements that I should be apprized as early as possible of what
appears to be the disposition prevalent in America on this subject.

I am, &c.,

W. W. GREN7ILLB.

No. 19.—DORCHESTER TO MR. GEENVILLE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 44-1, p. 252.)

(No. 27.) Quebec, 27th May, 1790.

Sir,

I enclose some further communications in continuation of No. 9.

In the beginning of February a vote passed the House of Representatives to raise
five thousand foot and sixteen Companies of Artillery of sixty men each, in addition
to the existing Establishment on their Western frontier.
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The number originally proposed is said since to have been reduced in the Senate
to three thousand men, exclusive of two regiments of six hundred and forty men each,

destined for Georgia, and two Companies of Artillery already sent to that quarter to

oppose the Southern Indians.

It must be observed, that in case of emergency considerable detachments of their

Militia may be brought into the field to cooperate with these regular forces.

I am with much respect and esteem, Sir,

Your most obedient and, most humble servant,

DOECHESTBE.

1. "I am directed by Lord Dorchester to thank you for those expressions of
civility which you were pleased to use with respect to him, when I had the pleasure

of seeing you in Autumn, and for the confidence you reposed in His Lordship, in the
communications made by me upon that occasion, they have been transmitted home,
and although the delays incident to the Season of the year have not hitherto enabled
His Lordship to hear from <^i'eat Britain in reply he has judged it necessary to defer

expressing his approbation of the principles, you then laid down, " that it is expedient
*• that a solid friendship should be established between the two countries." I am desired
to explain this to you, and to remain a short time hei-e, in case any information from
home, subsequent to my leaving Quebec, may enable His Lordship tothrow further
light on this subject.

I am happy to find that Lord Dorchester's sentiments are in favour of that gen-
eral principle, which I hold to be so evidently compatible with the welfare of Great

Expressions of Britain and of this Country * ii« * * :j{

personal civil- **>*=** My Communications with you,
ities omitted, y^^ -^[[i Qf course always consider to be informal; but on this parti-

cular point I think I speak the sentiments of the majority of those, who are to

conduct the affairs of this country; as to my own part my ideas naturally extend to

objects, which I hold to be favourable for the general interests of the States, fn

which view I contemplate a connexion with you, and further than they may have
that tendency, I certainly should not go, but with us different gentlemen may view
this matter in different lights ; the President of the United States I am inclined to

think considers this subject in a favorable one. Mr. Jefferson, the Secretary of
State, who lately returned from Paris on his private affairs, the condition of France
not requiring his presence, and who did not know of his appointment until his arrival

in America, is of opinion, that the struggle for freedom in that country will be suc-

cessful, and when completed, that it will be productive of great commercial benefits

to the States, from the influence of the Marquis de la Fayette, who is greatly attached
to this country, as well as from that general bias, which those, who guide that party,

have always shewn towards us.

From these considerations I am the more strongly disposed to view the present
time as particularly favorable for the consideration of a Commercial Treaty.

As to Spain no doubt the navigation of the Mississippi does attract the attention

of discerning men with us, and it is looked forward to as the probable source of cold-

ness, possibly of difference with the court at a future period, but it does not appear
to me, that it could come under immediate consideration. With regard to your court
having a Minister here, I am clear that would be a measure, which would give gen-
eral satisfaction, the particular rank might depend on the pretensions of the gentle-

man in question for that station; high appointments in our situation would not be
thought eligible ; I am not versed in diplomatic distinctions, but am led to think
that a Minister Plenipotentiary is of a scale adequate for the purposes of both coun-

tries, concluding that a parity of rank would be proper for each.
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" I am authorized further to say that it is for your consideration whether in the

present stage of this business you may judge it expedient to make any further com-
munications to Lord Dorchester."

I cannot at this moment determine whether it may be proper to communicate
further with Lord Dorchester on this subject, or to carry it forward through a
regular official channel.

Mr. Jefferson arrived last night, and these matters are in his department. Pray
how long do you intend to remain here ?

"Until about the middle of April

It is probable that before that time I shall have it in my power to give you
some information on this point.

We observed a paragraph from a London paper, that mentions Lord Hawkes-
bury and Mr. Grenville being engaged in the framing of a Commercial Treaty with
us, pray in what official station is His Lordship ?

His Lordship has presided at a Committee of the Privy Council for Commerci&l
Affairs.

In continuation.

Nothing has happened since I had the pleasure of seeing you, to render it

rec[uisite for me to change my opinions on the different subjects touched npon in

that conversation.

A Treaty of Commerce with Great Britain is generally wished, and the full

consideration of the subject is desirable.

The reciprocal appointment of Ministers is also very agreeable, the particular

grade is a secondary consideration, and may be readily accommodated to the mutual
convenience of both countries.

N.B. Mr added something with respect to the States having sent a
Minister to our Court, which we had never acknowledged, and hinted, as if it was
expected, that it was for us to make the first offer; I replied that the condition of

the States at that time had been such, as to have rendered it impracticable for a

Minister from us to have remained at New York, and if otherwise, from the nature

of their then Government he could have been of no service.

In continuation.
" I have requested to see you as the time is drawing near when I intend return-

ing to Quebec, I conceive it to be necessary and not improper for me to remark
that I take it for granted, the different communications you have been pleased to

make to me, flow from that source, which under your present Government, is alone

competent to make them."

I am not authorized to say to you in so many words, that such is the language
of the President of the United States; to a gentleman, who has no public character
such a declaration cannot be made, but my honor and character stand implicated in

the fulfilment of these assurances. The gentlemen at the head of the different

departments may not have precisely the same way of thinking on all public concerns,

I therefore speak with the greatest caution on all points in which they have a direct

share, but where it respects the President to whom this must have reference, I can
say this, that his mind is perfectly free from any bias whatever on this subject, and



136

that he is ready to go into the discussion of everything unsettled between the two
Countries.

" If I comprehended you the last time I had the honor of seeing you, you sug-

gested some difficulty in the appointment of a Minister to us."

Yes, I did so, we have had a Minister at your Court, you did not send one in

return, we should find a difficulty in taking the lead again in such a nomination.

" I am sorry to observe the disputes upon your north-east frontier relative to

the boundary and the publications in your newspapers on the subject."

Yes, that matter ought to be settled as soon as possible, as some accident may
possibly happen.

" It is to be hoped, that your Government most interested in this matter (Massa-
chusets Bay) will not become intemperate."

I think it right to remark to you in this place, that a degree of moderation and
good sense, has been conspicuous in the conduct of the Eastern Governments since

the peace, which has not been equally so, to the Southward of Pensylvania, at the
different periods, in which I have been a member of Congress under the late Con-
stitution ; I have had frequent occasions to observe this, and at first I acknowledge
with some surprise; cool, plain good sense, determines their decision without either
animosity or partiality ; it is not so much so, I am sorry to say to the Southward,
and I have been frequently led to consider the cause; I am inclined to think that
the sentiments of one or two gentlemen in the Southern States, whose characters
give them influence, has led to this, they have been esteemed men of superior capa-
city, and certain causes have induced them to keep alive distinctions neither wise
nor proper; but these persons are not at present in office, and possibly the private
circumstances of too many of oui- Southern planters, and their dread of the opera-
tion of the federal Courts, may also have an influence.

" As enthusiasm cannot suppose that with respect to us, there exists the
smallest necessity to compel the consideration of commercial subjects, with the
States and however embarrassed you maj'' still continue in many respects, as candor
must admit, that your situation is better, than it was two years ago. I should hope
if there shall be any discussions on this subject they will be entered upon with
temper and candor."

It is the duty of every man in office to do so ; we have still much to do but the
foundation is laid and our difficulties are chiefly owing to ourselves, it will require
time, but in the course of things we must become a very considerable people.

I have ever thought it undesirable that we should be courted by one power in

Europe only ; I do not mean this in the common acceptation of the word, but that
our connexions should be more extended.

1. There are two parties in our Legislature, both have it in view to form a friendly
connexion with Great Britain, differing in their ideas as to means; the one is

desirous of very moderate measures on our part, and the shunning everything that
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may wear the appearance of commercial warfare, observing that although Great
Britain has excluded us from her American and West India possessions, yet that she

has granted us certain advantages in her ports of Europe, that in Asia she treats us

with kindness, that hers is the best market for our exports, and that, if we are

intemperate we may naturally look for an alteration in these points; the other is

of opinion that prompt and spirited resolutions are best calculated to effect this

purpose and that the interests of the States essentially require them. These gentle-

men think that in placing all the maritime powers of Euro])e under similar restric-

tions, and treating their shipping in our ports precisely as they treat ours in their

American and West Indian possessions, or in excluding them from ours, if they
shall continue to exclude ours from theirs, the States in such a struggle will have the

best of it; foi- one of two things must happen, either some European power will

give way in oider to form an advantageous treaty with us, to the disadvantage of

the others, or if not, we shall consume less in future, set seriously about the intro-

duction of domestic manufactures and take our chances for a market for our raw
material. Such is the language of the two parties; which may finally preponderate
I cannot tell, but those who are the advocates for strong measures carry with them
an air of populai-ity.

We have many important points to discuss during the present Sessions, respecting
our internal finances, and I doubt whether any steps will be taken by the Legislature

upon the foregoing subject. A Commercial friendship with you is I am persuaded
very generally wished ; but I think the great difficulty in the way is, that your
navigation Act is so very important to your naval greatness, that you will not be
disposed to bieak through so essential part of it, as to give us a share in your West
India trade, and this is what we want. I have noi a doubt, but that the Federal
Courts will give the most perfect satisfaction in their proceedings, yet I am soriy to

say, that your creditors must unavoidably lose great sums, many of their debtors
having little to pay; I hope however in many instances that the creditors are in

possession of the paper securities, which altho' low at the time they got them, have
had a great rise lately, and may be expected still to increase in their value ; it is

remarkable that the present Chief Justice (Mr. John Jay) was the Ministei* for

foreign affairs, who rej)orted the various infractions of the Treaty of Peace, by the

State Legislatures, and is it possible to suj^pose, that what he openly acknowledged
in his political character, will not equally affect his decisions on the Bench, either in

trials at law or in equity? for the powers of the Supreme Courts are those of your
Courts of Chancer}^ King's bench and Exchequer; it unites the whole ; we wished
to have them distinct for obvious reasons, but when we formed our present Government
it was not practicable to effect it, from some of the States having been wholly unused
to a Court of Chancery, and having imbibed very false ideas on this point.

Our boundary with you to the Eastward is a subject of difference, and has been
so for years past. Mr. Adams when in London presented Memorials on this subject,

two of our Commissioners, who signed the Treaty of Peace, being in this Country,
they were called on by the late Congress to declare, which was the real boundary,
they said, that Mitchel's map lay on the table, in which one Eiver Saint Croix only is

laid down, that the late Mr. Oswald retained this map, on which as they think some
traces were made, and they say, that the river nearest to the river St. John's was in

contemplation. At that time, and with respect to the Islands, the Treatj' expresses,

that all such as are within a given distance of the coast, shall follow the fate of the
boundary line, excepting the}^ shall have been previously granted by Nova Scotia

;

they are valuable for the Fisheries, but I am incliued to think that on an investigation,

they will be found to have been so granted.
I have inquired into the extent and nature of the land in dispute, and from the

best information I find, that the distance between the two rivers bearing the same
name does not at their mouths exceed Ten miles, but increases consideiably as you
ascend them, being an object of one hundred and twenty townships each of six miles
square, a large proportion of which is good land.

The boundaries to the southward are also in contest with Spain ; the conduct of
this Court since the peace has been so marked by want of plan and system, that we
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are quite at a loss to know her real intention ; she first of all would not suffer our
western people to navigate the river Mississippi ; latterly Mr. Wilkinson, a man of
consequence in that country, and formerly a General Officer in our Array, has made
a contract with the Intendant at New Orleans, in consequence of which he has per-

mission to store and to sell his exports ; how long this indulgence may last I cannot
tell ; for the present it gives much satisfaction, but our people will not rest contented
until they shall acquire a port of their own on the Mississippi, by the means of
which they may trade with the rest of the world, as the Atlantic States do.

The opposition of Ehode Island to the present Confederation is founded in dis-

honesty, they want to cheat all the world by depreciated paper money.
We sLall probably increase our military establishment this spring, in order to

protect Georgia, and perhaps to carry on the war against Macgillivray and the
Creek Indians : our Commissioners could have settled the matter with that tribe last

summer but he would not hear of it, his views extend to Commercial objects, and to

the establishment of a free port he is a man of ambition, and has formed a plan in

conjunction with a Spanish house, in which a house in London has a share, as to our
adopting any hostile measures against You, or with a view to seize the Forts by
Arms, I can assure you it is not in our contemplation at present; there may be
individuals in the house of representatives who have such wild ideas, but I do not
think there is a single member in the Senate who would not reprobate such a
proceeding, and without our Approbation no such measure can be undertaken.

We know that you have put the Forts in repair.

Our Western territory requires Troops for its Security, and the hostile disposi-

tion of certain Indian Tribes, those of the Wabash Nation particularly render this

more necessary.

In Continuation.

Mr. Jefferson considers the revolution in France as compleated, and he declares

it will be productive of great benefits to the States, he is greatly too democratic for

us at present, he loft us in that way, but we are infinitely changed, and he must
alter his principles ;—I think this Gentleman's ideas are not friendly to the forma-
tion of a commercial treaty with you, nor are those of Mr. Adams our vice president
more so, although from very different reasons, otherwise things go on well : in the
consideration of this subject in this country, Mr. Jeff'erson would become the official

minister, this would be an unfavorable channel, we are poor, and expensive appoint-

ments will not answer the condition of our finances. Will you send us a Minister?
perhaps we shall not wish to send a second time without assurances of this nature,

or your taking a lead in it, it would be a popular measure and tend greatly to set

everything in motion in a good humoured way.

In Continuation.

The idea of opening free ports in the Bahama and Bermuda Islands has been
mentioned tor sometime. At first we thought it very desirable, but it has occurred
lately, that it will affect the price of the articles shipped from our ports, as there
must be a double freight, the fact is we would rather carry to the West Indies.

We have ideas of insular possessions, two of our East India men fell in with two
Islands on their voyage to China, which they think were never discovered before,

but they did not take possession of either.

In Continuation.

The present period is infinitely more favorable for the consideration of every
matter unsettled between us and Great Britain, as well as for the contemplation of a



139

treaty of commerce, than any that has preceeded it ; I am however still doubtful
how far our demands may not exceed the value of our consumption.

To narrow the idea as much as possible, we on our part have to say, we will

lay a heavy duty on your imported productions, say fifeen or twenty per cent for

instance advalorem. and we will prohibit British ships from clearing out at our ports
excepting to Great Britain or Ireland ; with these restrictions we will come to market;
this we have to give up for the freedom of navigating to your islands, or possibly a
qualified freedom.

I think a dispassionate investigation might fix this great matter to the common
advantage ; but there are difiiculties.

You are a great manufactuiing people, we wish to be a manufacturing people,

you have an immense carrying trade which is the source of your greatness and naval

power, we also wish to have a share in this trade, we have the materials for shipping,

seamen in abundance and enteiprize, but to think that you will cut away the prop
of your own grandeur or touch it lightly is unreasonable and absurd.

The President in his heart leans to France, his obligations to that Court he can
never foi'get.

Mr. Jcfl'erson is a republican and a frenchman.
Mr. Maddison who is in great favor with the President, is still more partial to

a French Interest.

I think if a minister shall be sent from us to you, especially if charged with
extensive powers for specific purposes, the choice may be looked for in a narrow
compass. Mr. Adams, Mr. Jay, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Maddison, General
Knox or perhaps Mr. King, although this gentleman would have been more likely to

succeed to such an appointment a year ago, than at present.

If Mr. Adams should be the person, I am sure things would not go well.

If Mr. Jefferson I should fear it.

If Mr. Jay or Mr. Hamilton, I should think well of it.

If Mr. Maddison, I should expect littlo.

If General Knox, I should be certain of it.

If ilfr. King, I should think favorably of it.

The impost and Tonnage support our present Government, the former operates

as a bount}'^ upon our manufactures, we look forward to the time when they shall

become so matured, as to enable us to prohibit foreign importations, and to support
our Government by an excise on our own manufactures, on this as well as on many
other points, we follow your ideas and profit from your experience.

Our present wish is to adjust all our diffeiences with you by amicable negotia-

tion, we have talked this over lately in the Senate, and as the easiest and cheapest
mode we should prefer* by a reciprocal appointment of Arbitrators,

Expressions of Qr in any other equitable manner, or if this shall not be thought eligible,

ity omftted.^^ by the Appointment of Commissioners in Europe, as to the Forts, if

after we shall have complied with the spirit of the treaty they shall

still be retained, in that event doubtless, we shall become very restless and dissatisfied.

I am sorry to remark the late frequent publications in the newspapers of

Massachusetts relative to the disputed boundary as it produces warmth and
animosity. It is a question frequently discussed with us, whether it is our real

interest to make great exertions in the establishment of manufactures or not—and
on this point we are much divided in opinion,

I think it is our interest to establish that species of manufacture, distinguished

by the late Lord Chatham, by the appellation of the domestic manufacture, and that
beyond this we ought not to go for many years.

10.—To the Southward of Maryland the expected operation of the federal Courts
has given the most serious alarms, in these States the Merchants and Planters are

greatly indebted to the Merchants of England, and to be sure for years past a
Spirit of Government has been manifested equally dishonest and unjust, this must
now cease

;
peculiar as it may seem a more democratic opinion prevails in that

district, than in the middle and eastern States, where the science of Government is

bettor understood.
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Mr. Jefferson is a proof of this, he is a man of some acquirements, extending
even to elegant literature, but his opinions upon Government are the result of fine

spun theoretic systems, drawn from the ingenious writings of Locke, Sydney and
others of their cast, which can never be realized, such opinions very probably are
the favorite ones with those who now conduct the revolution in France; I am far

from thinking that the troubles in that great Kingdom are over, and I doubt
whether it will be found practicable to rule that high-spirited nation, with a single

Assembly, thwarted as it will be by a dissatisfied Clergy and Nobility.

11.—The exchange against London Bills is now twelve p. cent, this is owing in

the first place to the good sense of the Merchants of Great Britain, who finding about
three years ago they were great losers by our Trade, they discontinued to a certain

degree the extent of their exports, the consequence of this has been, that we have
not only made exertions to introduce certain manufactures, but the utmost pains
have been taken to increase our exports, especially in the article of Wheat ; which
has lately commanded an advanced price in Europe, this affected the exchange, and
recently that Spirit which so eminently distinguishes your merchants has led them
to speculate largely in our Continental floating paper of various kinds, from their

opinion of our present Government and from the then low value of those securities ; in

consequence of those speculation large sum of money have been laid out in this way
and paid for by London bills^ these securities are now at seven shillings and six-

pence in the pound, and with the difference of exchange may be valued at eight and
sixpence, they have fallen somewhat from the delays in our funding system, and in

particular from the debates in our house of representatives respecting the assump-
tion or non-assumption of our State Debts.

12.—There has been an astonishing change in the condition of your Empire since

the peace
;
your administration is an able one, and Mr. Pitt a very extraordinary

man. The wisdom and the liberality of your Government in the exertions that

have been made in behalf of the Loyalists, who we term Refugees, must command
the respect of all the world. They have erred gi-eatly in France in not forming
their Government more upon the model of yours.

N.B.—In these and similar observations Mr. marked clearly to me, a

preference in favour of an English interest, and that he wished to show it.

13.—No possible exertions either of Mr. Jefferson or any other persons can enable
France to promote the essential commercial interest of the States, she has no
market for the raw material of this country compared to Greai Britain and Ireland,

and were the merchants of France in the complete possession of the trade of this

Continent to-morrow, they could not retain it three weeks. They are a set of
Pedlars, nothing more. The States are naturally anxious to form a treaty of Com-
merce with us, by which in truth they wish to get certain advantages, without
giving up anything further than we now enjoy (their consumption) but we want
nothing further, nor do I believe that they are in a condition to carry matters to

extremity with us by restrictive regulations, whatever Mr. Jefferson, Mi-. Maddison
and that party may insinuate to the contiary. Let us examine this, say these gentle-

men. "We will prevent the shipping of Great Britain clearing out from our Ports
''for any other foreign possessions, and if this shall induce her to impose restraints
" or duties on our shipping in her ports in Europe, we shall go further ; in the event
"of a war shall assist the fleets of France, for instance in every respect;
"whilst those of England shall not even be allowed to refit in any of our harbours "

—such is their language. Mr. Maddison has used those very expressions to me, to

which I replied such behaviour by the law of Nations would be construed actual

hostility.

1 greatly doubt however whether the States are in a condition to take such steps

as these, their present Government is supported by the impost and Tonnage duties;

they are wholly English, is it then to be supposed, that they will put every thing to

the hazard at once and risk the dangerous necessity of direct taxation on such a ques-

tion as this where there is a difference of opinion even among themselves, many
gentlemen thinking that they are not yet in a situation to attempt any sort of Marine



141

establishment and that foreign shipping carrying their bulky productions, parti-

cularly in the Southern States is both advantageous and desirable.

To me it appears evidently to be the interest of our Empire that the commerce
of the American States should revert to the old Channel, that Great Britain should
become the deposit of its productions to be afterwards re-exported, and for this pur-

pose the granting certain indulgencies might be well, to the Now Englandcrs the
remission of our extra light-money would be an object, and I do not think that the
opening two Free Ports in our West Indian Islands, would be at all prejudicial to our
general commercial interest, the lumber and other articles suited to the West India
market would be deposited there, and be re-shipped in our own vessels, the Ameri-
can vessels unloading and clearing out must spend something and it ought to be
remembered, although the People in the States do not appear sensible of it, that our
shipping in their Ports lay out a great deal of money. The present course of
exchange upon London, so different from what it has been since the peace until lately

proceeds from these causes.

The great exertions made to remit; The speculations in the American Securities,

which has brought a flood of bills into the market.
And the large purchases of wheat for the procuring which the Specie has been

sent out of the commercial towns into the heart of the country.

I am assured that the Legislature here have it seriously at heart to adopt more
honourable, as well as more prudent measures than heretofore with respect to the
Indian tribes in general, to protect them in their lands from future depredations, and
when soil shall be wanted, to purchase it fairly, hitherto great abuses have pre-
vailed.

14. In the year 1770 there were thirty families only settled beyond the Alle-

gany Mountains, excepting a few stragglers, left by youi- Troops at Fort Pitt, in the
year 1763—now Pensylvania has four counties upon the Western waters represented
by nine members in her Assembly and containing upwards of seventy thousand souls

—Vii-ginia has three populous Counties exclusive of the district of Kentucky, in

which there are seven Counties and upwai-ds of one hundred thousand souls. There
are besides several thousand people in the Federal Territory, which is beyond the
Ohio Eiver, and in all a regular dispensation of Justice, such an exertion in a vast
wilderness never was made before. Kentucky is a growth of twelve or thirteen
years and the annual accession of people, beyond the Allegany Mountains is incredi-

ble. Our general advancement in this New World is by no means a favorable object

with the Atlantic States as they think our prosperity will be at their expence, that
it lessens the value of their landed property, checkstheprospect of raising a revenue
by taxation and ruins the rising manufacturing interest, they are therefore little

solicitous about our obtaining an export for our produce, and I may say, they wish
we may not. Added to these considerations is the question now before our house,
which involves the selling the lands beyond the Ohio, at an estimated value, in lieu

of a portion of the public debt, this is greatly opposed by certain gentlemen, who
are either personally or from their connexion already possessed of large tracts in

that Country, which they wish to dispose of advantageously, and for this purpose
aie anxious to keep the lands belonging to the public unsettled, these gentlemen
have great weight in our house, and I am not certain whether they may not succeed,
they prevented the establishment of Land Offices in that Country the last Sessions,

which created much uneasiness with us, these circumstances lay the foundation for

a separation of intei-ests and have induced men of reflection with us, who look for-

ward to the importance of an export, and to the possible effect of these measures, to

contemplate the necessity of a foreign connexion, this from our situation must be
either Clreat Britain or Spain, although the Provinces of the latter power are more
favourably situated for us.

At present the Governor at New Orleans and his friends cai-ry on an illicit

commerce with us which is very advantageous paying our people in dollars, we find

it impracticable to remount the rivers without infinite labour and prefer the selling

our Wheat, flax. Hemp and Tobacco with the flats on which it is transported and after-
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wards taking passages for the Havanna, from whence as opportunities offer, our
People return to Philadelphia or to the Chesapeake Bay, where they procure woollens

and other European and West India Articles, or return beyond the Mountains with
their money and buy what they want nearer home, this circuit is usually completed
in from four to six months, and the precise time generally depends on the delays in

the shipping.

The expence of transporting merchandize from Philadelphia to the back countries

of Pensylvania on the Ohio, in covered waggons and the insuring the property
from damage is no more than one guinea per hundred weight, which in fine goods is

a more trifle, in woollens of the second quality may be estimated at about two per

cent., but in sugars, liquors and wines is something higher, 3^et when the cheapness

of house rent, fuel and the diiference of taxation is considered, the retailers with us,

can in fact afford to sell nearly as cheap as in Phildelphia ; Baltimore in Maryland is

fifty miles nearer and the roads equally good, our great difficulty is in the means of

exporting and what we want is a commercial deposit near the mouth of the Missis-

sippi, with merchants of enterprise and property, to buy our raw material and to

give us good bills with which we may be enabled to buy foreign productions, at

Phildelphia, Baltimore and other places most contiguous to the back counties the

fashions of Phildelphia find their way in three months to Kentucky.
The Indians in the Western Territory are estimated at about five thousand fighting

men, the disorders in general are perpetrated by a number of stragglers from the

different tribes, who are settled on the Wabash Rivei", they are not publickly coun-

tenanced by the Indians although privately connived at their first object generally is,

to steal horses to carry away their peltries towards the close of the Hunting season,

and if they happen to be discovered by any of the settlers, the}'' murder them to

ensure their retreat.

The strength of the Indians is towards the Mississippi; there the Creeks,

Chickasaws and another tribe united, can bring fifteen thousand men into the field,

Macgillivray who is at the heart of the Creek tribe, when he first arrived in Georgia
after the peace presented a very modest petition to the Legislature requesting to

have his Fathers lands restored to him ; this they denied, on which he immediately
went to the Creek Nation and threw himself into their protection, they received him
kindly and he has waged war with Georgia ever since, his mother was of this

tribe, his father a Scotch trader, this conduct of Georgia has by their own account

already cost them fifty such estates as they refused to retuj-n, and Macgillevray

declares that if he had chosen to do it, he could easily have taken Savannah,

and destroyed the whole State, and that it is in his discretion to do so whenever
he pleases, this in truth is the case, but being a man of strong sense and
foresight, he is aware that an act of this nature would spread such an alarm
in the continent, that we should raise a lai-ge Army, destroy the whole Creek
country and drive the Indians beyond the Mississippi. These tribes have carried

off at dift'erent times a great number of negroes from Georgia, they retain them
in bondage, have compelled them to plant corn, to raise vegetables of different

kinds and in a word to introduce agriculture, which these Indians have in

consequence acquired a taste for, a taste the more necessary from their compara-
tively dense population, and favoured by the fertility and mildness of their climate.

15. The Legislature of Pensylvania have granted five thousand pounds for the

making a carriage road from Philadelphia to the falls of the Seneca river on Lake
Ontario, it is now practicable and other similar improvements are in agitation.

16. The Legislature of New York have agreed with certain Individuals to make
a road from Fort Geoi'ge on Lake George to the Boundary line with Canada, and on
the west side of Lake Champlain it is already marked out and will be finished this

year. It is fi-om thirty miles to eight miles distant from the Lake.

An officer has lately returned fi-om Fort Harmar in the Western Territory, he
carried twenty thousand Guineas to Governor St. Clair.

There is something mysterious in our conduct respecting the augmentation of

the Forces, first we proposed raising a very considerable body of Troops ; this plan
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after much secret discussion and interruption by other business appears to be
narrowed, greater moderation seems to prevail and a system of protecting the

Western and South Western Frontiei-s is seriously in agitation in both houses, by the

increasing the number of Posts and enlarging the Garrisons, for which an Indian war
is the ostensible motive ; this might as well have been done before as since, we have
no Indian Trade, it either goes to Detroit or down the River Mississippi.

When the whole force destined for the service of the Western Territory shall be

completed it will consist of three thousand men. The establishment of the
Companies already thei"e has been doubled by recruiting in that Country as well as

in the diflPerent States, this respects the Infantry, the rest of this Force is still to be
raised and the Officers still to be appointed.

One of the new Posts proposed upon the Sciota River will be within sixty miles

of Detroit.

No. 20—LORD DORCHESTER TO MAJOR BECKWITH.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q. 45-2 p. 518.)

QuKBEC, 2'7th June, 1790.

Sir,

An appearance of a War with Spain rendering it improbable that I shall

obtain leave of absence from my Government this season. I wish to take the earliest

opportunity, after the receipt of this information, to return thanks for the polite and
very obliging manner, in which the approbation of my passing through the United
States in my way to Europe has been intimated.

You will therefore proceed to New York for this purpose.

You will at the same time express my hope, that neither the appearance of a

War with Spain nor its actually taking place, will make any alteration in the good
disposition of the United States to establish a firm friendship and Alliance with Great
Britain to the Mutual advantage of both Countries ; I am persuaded it can make none
on the part of Great Britain, whose liberal treatment of the United States in point

of Commerce sufficiently evinces her friendly disposition, notwithstanding the non
execution of the treaty on their part, which, and various misrepresentations, I have
always attributed to an unsettled state of their government, and of the minds of the

multitude, influenced perhaps by a power not very cordial even to the United States.

I hear with satisfaction, that some steps towards an amicable System have been
commenced at home, through the Agency of Mr. Morris, though not yet so explicit

and formal as the case may require.

The rights asserted by Spain being to the exclusion of all the world, as well the
United States, as all the European Powers, I think the interests of the United States,

in case of a War, may be more effectually served by a junction with Great Britain,

than otherwise.

I have heard with concern of hostilities committed on the Ohio, by some Indians

of that District, at the instigation of some Southern tribes, supposed to be under the

influence of Spain.

I have from my arrival in this Country endeavoured to preserve peace, and to

extend it to friends and neighbours, though no stranger to the language held in the

North Western Territory, nor that of Captain Hart on Lake Erie, and the schemes
thrown out by Hendrick Wemple to the Six Nations, which, and all such discourses,

I consider as the effusions of sanguine minds, ill digested and without authority.

You may communicate these sentiments, as occasion may require, and your
discretion direct.

I am with regard,

DORCHESTER.
Major Georq Beckwith.
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No. 21.—LOED DOECHESTER TO MAJOE BECKWITH.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., 46-2, p. 521.)

Quebec, 27th June, 1*790.

Sir,

Besides the objects of your Instructions of this day of a less secret nature, you
will also while in the States, take all opportunities of learning the disposition of their
Grovernment, and people, towards peace or war, separately, and unconnected with
the affairs of Spain, what difference a war with Spain is likely to produce, whether
the States are likely to join with that power, what maybe the extent of their views,
and whether they expect any assistance from France in her present situation.

There being an appearance of cordiality between the Governor of the North-
western ierritory, and the Spaniards, who are supposed to have appointed a joint
conference with the Indians on the Wabash (which ns rather extraordinary, seeing
what grounds there are to think the Southern Tribes are set on by that power) you
will endeavour to find out the nature and object of these supposed negotiations,
whether a Spanish Officer or Agent has actually bee .a present at any conference of
Mr. St. Clair with those Indians, of what nations and numbers it has been composed,
and what has been the result.

A subject of France of the name of de Bon, after making some stay among the
Indians on the Missouri having lately passed from Saint Louis des Illinois to Detroit,
and thence to Niagara and into the States, you will endeavour to find out what may
have been the object of his journey, where he now is and how he is connected and
employed.

You will pay particular attention to the character of military men, likely to be
employed, to all military arrangements, to the increase of their troops, their position
and movements, the number and magnitude of deposits of military stores, and
provisions, and the arming of any ships for "War to act under Spanish Commissions or
otherwise.

Should you find them disposed to be more friendly, you will endeavour to
discover what might induce them to unite with us in the event of a war with
Spain.

As there may be a difference of opinion concerning the Western Country, and
the navigation of the Mississippi, you will be cautious in advancing anything
specific on that head, but rather lead them to explain the different lines of policy,

each party may have in view, endeavouring to ascertain the extent and importance
of the adherents of each pai-ticular system. In general you may assert it as your
own opinion that in case of a War with Spain you see no reason why we should not
assist in forwarding whatever their interests may require.

You will give me as full and accurate a report as you can on these and all other
points, which you may think interesting to the King's American Dominions, or to
His service in general.

You will give direct information to His Majesty's Secretary of State of all

matters, in which the delay incident to the communication through this province
may be prejudicial.

You will remain at New York or in the States as long as you find your presence
there may be of advantage to the King's service.

You will inform yourself of the progress made by the Commissioners for

settling the affairs of V'ei-mont and on your return you will make it your business
to see as many of the leading men of that district as you Can, in order to learn their

views and dispositions, and what eff'ect the opening their commerce does, or is likely

to produce, on the face of their Countiy, and on the minds of that people, in case of
a War.

I am with regard,

DOECHESTEE.
Major Georg Beokwith.
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No, 22.—LOED DORCHESTER TO ME. GRENVILLE (An Extract.)

{Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 45-2, p. 516.

Quebec, 7th July, 1790.

I have sent Major Beckwith back to New York somewhat in a hurry, that he
may avail himself of the July packet, should he have matters of any importance to

communicate. He is furnished with Instructions, which may clothe him with con-

sequence, and authorize him to speak generally on certain public topics, he has a
second set of instructions for his private guidance only. 1 formerly pointed out the
advantages, which this gentleman derived from his employments during the war,
and which rendered his being employed on those occasions the moi-e eligible ; I

have since had no reason to change my opinion but I must observe, that owing to

the shortness of his occasional visits to that country he can only procure such desul-

tory information, as happens to fall in his way without being able to follow the

chain of events, or attend to the diflfereut changes, which that government is still

liable to.

I am with much respect and
esteem. Sir

Your most obedient and most humble servant,

DOECHESTEE.

No. 23.—LOED DOECHESTEE TO LOED GEENVILLE.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q., No. 46-1, p. 18.)

Quebec, 25th September, 1790.

Sir,

Inclosed are certain communications in continuation of my letter No. 27
received on the 5th of last month.

I am with much respect

and esteem
Sir

Your most obedient and humble servant,

DOECHESTEE.
The Eight Honble.

William Wyndham Gtrenville.

Supposed 7.—I have communicated to the President, the subjects, on which we
have conversed ; however authoritative they may be on your part, in so far as res-

pects Lord Dorchester, and however evident it is to me that His Lordship is

apprized by your Cabinet of Mr. Morris's Agency, yet you must be sensible, that
official formality is wanting, but it is conceived that His Lordship would not have
gone the length he has, without being acquainted with the general views of your
administration, as they respect this Country.

Having premised this, I feel warranted to assure you that there is the most
sincere good disposition on the part of the Government here to go into the conside-
ration of all matters unsettled between us and Great Britain, in order to effect a
pei'fect understanding between the two countries, and to lay the foundation for future
amity; this, particularly as it respects commercial objects, we view as conducive to
our interest.

In the present stage of this business it is difficult to say much on the subject of
a Treaty of Alliance; Your rupture with Spain, if it shall take place opens a very
wide political field ; thus much I can say, we are perfectly unconnected with Spain

6a—jj
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have even some points unadjusted with that Court, and are prepared to go into the

consideration of the subject.

The Speeches or declarations of any persons whatever in the Indian Country, or

to the Westward, suggesting hostile ideas respecting the forts are not authorized by
this Government.

Lord Dorchester's conduct with respect to the Indians is held by us to be a

strong proof of His Lordship's dispositions to promote harmony and friendship.

It appears to me that, from the nature of our (rovernment, it would be mutually

advantageous, if this negotiation could be carried on at our seat of Government, as it

would produce dispatch and obviate misconception.

Supposed 1.—Mr. Maddison continues indefatigable in the pursuit of his plan

for a discrimination of duties; a bill of that nature is now before the Senate, and a

committee has been appointed for some time to report upon it ; this business found

a cold reception there, and hitherto nothing has been done ; whether the Senate will

take it up this session seems uncertain.

Mr. Jefferson is a decided Eepublican, and perfectly devoted to a French Interest,

his language both within and without doors tends to prove it, and he has a degree of

finesse about him, which at first is not discernable ; he has been a great instrument

in promoting the removal of the Legislature from a city, which he considers as being

perfectly in an English interest.

I think the advocates for a discrimination of duties rather gain ground, and your

late conduct in Great Britain leads to produce it ; we have until lately had permis-

sion to carry foreign productions of different kinds in our shipping to the ports of

Great Britain, and I believe of Ireland, the ground is narrowed by a recent expla-

nation of your navigating and trading acts, and we are now confined to our own
produce only; this, with your late strict examination respecting our seamen and

apprentices are viewed by the Gentlemen with us, who are the friends of discrimi-

nation, as the commencement of a commercial warfare on your part, which ought

immediately to influence our measures ; they still declare, that they do not believe

Great Britain will proceed to extremities in a struggle of commercial regulations,

but this I greatly doubt, and cannot help thinking that their real views are to

endeavour to throw the trade of the States as much as they can, into the hands of

France.
Mr. Jefferson's holding his present office is unfortunate in the idea of forming

any close connexion with you, as he cannot be confided in; Mr. Chief Justice Jay

has more favorable sentiments, so have Mr. Hamilton our Secretary of the Treasury,

and General Knox, our Secretary at War ; Mr. Hamilton possesses a solid under-

standing, great candor and sincerity in his dealings, and a manly mind, which will

not be restrained from a free declaration of its opinions.

Mr. Jefferson is thought to be in great favor with the President, but I trust that

no influence will induce Mr. Washington to neglect the real interests of the country,

whatever may be his private predilections.

Our real interest in a national view ought to lead us to maintain a perfect

neutrality and to attend to the extension of our commerce ; whether this will be our

conduct I really do not know.

Supposed 11.—The late explanation of your trading Acts by the Commissioners

of the Customs, dated in March, has given much uneasiness to many merchants of

character in this city, who are firmly attached to an English interest, if American

ships have been indulged since the peace in being the carriers of articles from the

States, not produced in this country, the checking or totally preventing this in

future is easily understood ; from this port it hss not been practised to my know-

ledge, but to restrain your own shipping from loading those articles for Great

Britain or Ireland, more particularly when this is done as remittances to your own
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merchants, astonishes me very much, and we do not think this doctrine of your Com-
missioners of the Customs will be supported by their superiors, either on principles

of law or sound policy.

iC, In general the mercantile interest in the States is exposed to great inconven-
iences from the want of a commmercial treaty ; in this port the English seamen ai-e

continually leaving their ships ; they indeed forfeit their bedding clothes & wages

;

of the last little is due, and the former they do not much regard, the tendency of
these disorders is to check the general spirit of intercourse.

Supposed 14.—By various communications from Europe the disorders in France
are far from being settled, I am deeply interested in a tract of land in the Western
Territory of upwards of a million and a half of acres, we possess different important
points in that teri-itory, which will hereafter become of very great consequence ; a
part now settling by emigration from France is on the further bank of the Ohio
opposite to the mouth of the Great Kenhawa river, and there are amongst these
gentlemen ten, who have been members of the National Assembly, who are firmly
determined to quit their native country for ever ; these emigrations the French
Government have used every means in their power to discourage, and the danger to

be apprehended from the Savages has been held up in the most lively colours, but I

have received the strongest assurances from the President of protection from the
government of the states, by a wi-itten communication from himself, copies of which
1 have transmitted to the parties concerned in France, for their own information and
that of their friends ; this marks General Washington's attention to the Western
Territory in the most decided light. We have a large district at the Mississippi,

directly opposite to the Spanish Port of Saint Lewis on the river Missouri, this port
is not more than eightdaysjourney from Santa F^, the Spanish Capital and the country
practicable for military operations

; the Spaniards are jealous of this communica-
tion, and no person is suffered to pass in that quarter.

The idea of your breaking with Spain makes the most forcible impressions on
all orders of men in the States, who are capable of sei-ious reflection.

Your possessing New Orleans we think an object of great consequence, both to

You and to Us. t And we feel deeply interested in the event. The Navigation, Com-
merce and fisheries beyond Cape Horn, in the prese^nt state of things, are important,
the probable dismemberment of the Spanish monarchy, and the opening the com-
merce of South America, both which are looked for, strike us at once, and seem to

hurry on an event, which we have hitherto considered as remote.

We think the present moment particularly favorable for you, and we are
capable of great exertions at this time, from that Military Spirit which every
country possesses at the close of a civil war, and from the number of officers, who
having acquired military habits, are anxiously desirous of sei-vice ; of these there
are some of high rank, and I am strongly inclined to think that General Knox, our
Secretary at War, would be eager to promote any system of national friendship with
you, both from his general turn of thinking, and from his passion for military com-
mand.

If such a plan should be followed up he would be a proper man to command a
body of Troops to clear away the Spanish Posts on the upper parts of the Mississippi,

whilst you should attack New Orleans, and this effected to conduct an Army, to be
formed in the Western Country, by land from thence into Spanish America ; we
think such an undertaking very practicable.

By the latest computation we estimate our numbers beyond the Allegany
Mountains to be nearly three hundred thousand souls.

The Spanish Packet, lately here, has left in this city the Secretary of the
Spanish Governor of St. Augustine, it is said for his health ; this is doubted, and it

is imagined rather to have in view the approaching negotiation with Mr. McGilli-
vray and the Southern Indians. The gentleman's name is Howard.

6a—Jj^
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We hear from Halifax, in Nova Scotia, that two Creek Indians have been there

and that Lieutenant Governor Parr has sent them to Lord Dorchester at Quebec.

"In case of a war with Spain, I see no reason why we should not assist in

forwarding whatever your interests may require."

" In as far as I can judge at present of the general disposition of this country, it

'' is by no means favorable to a Spanish interest, the bias of mercantile and t^ea

'' faring men, both here and to the Eastward appears to me to be evidently in our
" scale, and there are symptoms of a privateering spirit, which may be readily
" brought forward in the event of a Spanish war.

" Colonel Willet who was sent by the President to the Southern States this

"Spring, has had the address to draw McGrillivray and the Creek Indians under
"his influence into a negotiation ; he arrived here a few days ago with a number
" of Chiefs, and every means will be attempted to secure his friendship and to
" detach him from Spain. A Spanish Packet from the Havannah, which sailed

" from hence just before my arrival, is supposed to have had political motives in

" coming here, to the President of that nation, and amongst others either to
" watch, or to endeavour to thwart this object, Mr. Howard, the Secretary of the
" Spanish Grovernor of Florida, came in this ship, and went from hence to Philadel-
" phia, where he met Mr. McCxillivray on his way here ; Mr. Howard is returned to
" this place.

" Three companies of the federal forces had by late accounts landed in Georgia,
" I do not think their numbers will be augmented during Mr. McGillivray's
" negotiation, from which great expectations are formed.

" In case of a rupture with Spain the probable effect, which such an event may
" produce upon the navigation of the Mississippi attracts the very particular atten-

" tion of this Government, and excites the notice of all orders of people ; our power
" to take possession of New Orleans, and to retain it, is not doubted, but the conse-
" quences of this measure are considered to be of the flirst importance. If the fate of

"war should give us possession of New Orleans, its vicinity to the West India
" Islands, the immense resources of the countries on the western waters in lumber,
" naval stores, hemp, flour, tobacco, and other exports, are contemplated as forming

"a competition with the Atlantic States, as having a direct tendency to accelerate
" the population and wealth of the former, at the expence of the latter, and as the
" laying an immediate foundation for a rivalship.

" A complete model of Arkwright's cotton machine is lodged in the office of the
" Secretary of state."

Additional information in letter of 2bth September, No. 48.

Supposed 7.—There is one thing more I wish to mention to you ; I do it

altogether as from one gentleman to another, and I trust it will be so considered.

I have decided on doing it at this time from the possibility of my not having it

in my power to come to such an explanation hereafter.

If it shall be judged proper to proceed on this business by the sending or

appointing a proper person to come to this country to negotiate on the spot, whoever
shall then be our Secretary' of State, will be the person in whose department such

negotiation must originate, and he will be the channel of communication with the

President, in the turn of such affairs the most minute circumstances, mere trifles,

give a favorable bias or otherwise to the whole.

The Presidents mind I can declare to be perfectly dispassionate on this subject.

Mr. Jefferson our present Secretary of State is, I am persuaded a gentleman of

honor, and zealously desirous of promoting those objects, which the nature of his

duty call for, and the interests of his country may require, but from some opinions
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which he has given respecting your Government, and possible predilections else-

where, there may be difficulties which may possibly frustrate the whole, and which
might be readily explained away, I shall certainly know the progress of the nego-
tiation from the president from day to day, but what I come to the general explana-

tion for is this, that in case any such difficulties should occur, I should wish to know
them in order that I may be sure they are clearly understood and candidly exam-
ined ; if none take place the business will of course go on in the regular official

channel.

" I cannot form any opinion upon the manner in which our administration may
"proceed in the business you mention, I shall make the proper use you may depend
"on it of what you have said, nor shall it ever be brought by me in a way to con-
" vey an impression different from the causes which occasioned it."

" I am persuaded it will not, it is not necessary for me to say, that in this I am
" steadily following up what I have long considered to be the essential interest of
" this country ; on this point I have already so fully explained my ideas, that a
" repetition is needless.

No. 24—LOED DOECHESTER TO LOED GEENVILLE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 46

—

I, page 34.)

Quebec 25th September, 1790.

Sir,—I enclose a further continuation of certain communications received on the

11th instant.

I am with much respect and esteem, Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble servant,

DOECHESTEE.
The Eight Honble. William Wyndham Grenville.

" As our packet is to sail to-morrow, I wish to know, whether anything has
" occurred to occasion an addition to the communications, which you were pleased
'' to make to me on the 15th of last month."

Supposed 7.—No, nothing at all, I at the same time think myself warranted to

acquaint you that Mr. Morris's letters by your June packet mark an alteration in the
disposition of your cabinet, according more with the spirit of Lord Dorchester's com-
munications by you, than seemed to be the case before ; Mr. Morris has been asked,
whether we should be disposed to send a minister, if such was your disposition

;

to this Mr. M. has been too shy in his reply ; but I conclude your communications
on that point had not then reached England.

" No, they were not forwarded from Quebec, until late in May, and I think it

"right to say the matter respecting the mutual appointment of ministers was fully
" explained."
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*' I believe you will recollect, that shortly after the arrival of the Creek Indians I
" mentioned to you, thati took no part whatever in Colonel McGillivray's negotiation,
" that I was ignorant of his intentions in coming here, and that I had no concern in
" Indian Affairs, I judged it necessary to fcorae to this explanation at that time from
" particular circumstances."

Supposed 7.—The step you took on that occasion was very satisfactory.

" The object of my present application is this, I have rigidly adhered to the
" same system since that time, but when your Treaty shall be completed, and every-
" thing finally concluded, I should wish to see Mr. McGrillivray, you undoubtedly
"have heard from public report, that some of the Southern Indians have been
" at Halifax, and the public prints assert, they are gone to Quebec; now I wish to
" ascertain who they are, and by what authority they act."

I may mention in confidence to you, that we are by no means satisfied with the

conduct of the Spanish officer, who arrived latelj'" from the foreign possessions of

that Crown ; we cannot prove it positively, but have every reason to think that he has

been using endeavours to check or even to frustrate our negotiations with the Creek
Indians, and with this view he has made them large presents in this city; this we
consider as perfectly unwarrantable. I am not sure whether our disapprobation of

this conduct may have yet been communicated, but if not, it will immediately.
Now if we take this step with respect to the servants of the Spanish Government,
it occurs to me it may seem inconsistent to give you a toleration to negotiate with
the same party, this I throw out for your consideration.

" I have no authority to negotiate ; I wish merely to come to an explanation

"with Colonel McGillivray on the points I stated to you."

There is a person here who calls himself a British officer, who has been busy
with the Indians, and who drew away two or three of them one night, he is a man
of low character and has been wandering about through the West India Islands of

different nations ; it is therefore highly problematic, whether such a man may not

be a Spanish Agent ; if any thing had appeared to lead to the idea of this man's
being employed by Your government, I should have mentioned it to you in direct

terms.

" Such a man, or such men, may have three objects ; they may be pushing a
" personal interest, they ma}'- be employed by Spain, or (what I confess I think im-
" probable) they may be employed by the Government hero ;

in any of these events it

" would make no sort of difference, as it respected me
;
peace and friendship be-

" tween you and the Creek Indians, is evidently not hostility with us, and I trust it

" will never be viewed in that light here."

Certainly not, I shall think of your application ; from the forms of our Govern-
ment, the Treaty although matured, must be approved by the Senate, and I shall let

j'ou know to morrow or next day, whether your request is considered as leading to

any sort of inconvenience or not; but I cannot think for many reasons, that we
should employ any person or persons whatever in the manner you have described.
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" I am far from believing you would, I only expressed all the possible circum-
''' stances of such a case."

Supposed 7.—I have mentioned your application with all the circumstances attend-

ing it; there will be no sortof difficulty in your seeing Mr. McGrillivray whenever you
please, General Knox at whose house he resides, is apprized of it, and will introduce

you to him, I cannot think it probable that any of the attempts to sound your ideas

or dispositions during our negotiations with the Creeks have originated with our
government; it is a mode of acting so very different from that which we should have
taken, if any suspicions had existed relative to you personally or to your government.

I have already mentioned my wish, that when matters shall be brought to a
point, and a serious discussion take place between Great Britain and us, pains may
he taken to guard against any jealousies in the manner of it ; we are a new people
which may occasion a coyness ; some of us may possibly entertain doubts of your
wanting to mark a superiority, and such an idea may give a turn to the whole
nesrotiation.

17.—We understand Lord D, means to pass through the States on his way to

Europe, and had hopes to have had the pleasure of seeing His Lordship this Autumn.

" Lord Dorchester has applied for leave of absence, and did purpose to pass this
" way, but the appearances of War have put a stop to it for the present."

In the formation of our present government we have copied greatly from yours

;

there is indeed a material distinction, we have no hereditary sovereignty, nor a
hereditary Aristocracy, but we have endeavoured to form something as nearly re-

sembling those as circumstances rendered practicable. In every regulation intro-

duced the strictest attention has been paid to your conduct in similar instances, and
wherever your system applied, it has been invariably adopted. It is glorious for

Great Britain, that all the polished nations in the world are endeavouring to intro-

duce her form of government in some shape or other, and that France notwithstand-
ing all her present struggles may fail in attaining it.

I look forward with pleasure to an end of all our remaining differences, those
violent personal animosities, which are so disgraceful to any people, who harbour
them, are now done away, and I hope we shall shortly connect the two countries by
Treaties to the advantage of each. The markets of Great Britain are the best for

the raw materials of the States
;
your manufactures are the best adapted to our tastes

;

the encouragement of the domestic manufacture in the States I dont conceive to be
pi'ejudicial to your interests, we shall become richer by it, our luxuries will increase
with our wealth, and our consumption of all finer articles will follow, we shall also

pay better than at present. The enthusiasm of a dreamer cannot lead to the suppo-
sition of Great Britain's aiming at territorial superiorty in this country ; on that
score therefore there is no room for jealousy and I wish that you may in some shape
or other judge it expedient to relax some of your navigating acts, which have a
tendency to prevent the formation of a durable connexion between us.

" I hope we ipay come to a perfect good understanding, but you must be sensi-
'* bio how important those Acts are to us, which secure our naval power."

Supposed 1.— Our Session has been a long one, and it has lowered the Congress
greatly in the public opinion, the length of time wasted in the residence bill, the
debates upon it, and the bargains, which connected this subject with the assumption
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of the state debts, have got abroad, and have created doubts in the wisdom and in

the character of the Legislators, which must produce much censure and some
reproach. The conduct of the Connecticut delegation has been uniform and
rational, they laid a regular plan at the commencement of the Session, and have
abided by it ; they wished to secure six or seven years residence in favor of New
York, and to have given the permanency to Baltimore ; they proposed this to the

Maryland gentlemen, but these had entered into previous engagements with the

"Virginia and Pennsylvania delegates for Philadelphia and the river Potowmac,
which they were the means of carrying to the injury of Maryland, as it respected

the residence, and they stipulated to vote for the assumption of the state debts,

which is a measure contrary to their local interests; they have therefore acted

weakly, and I i-eally believe these gentlemen will not be well received on their

return. The increase of the duty on Salt will likewise be very unpopular and create

disgust. The elections are at hand, and I am persuaded many alterations will take

place in the Eepresentative Body. As to Potowmac I have no idea, that the Gov-

ernment will ever go there ; once fixed at Philadelphia the Eastern Members will

all vote against going further south. The treaty between us and the Creek Indians

is nearly completed. If G-eorgia has encroached on their territories, justice ought
to be done them. I have always been of opinion, that the State of New York has

acted unwarrantably towards the Indians of the Six Nations.

Had any accident happened to the President, Mr. Adams would have expected

to succeed him, but I doubt greatly whether he would have been chosen. He is by
no means popular in the Southern States, and I think Mr. John Jay would have been

preferred. He possesses a smoothness of manners, a moderation of conciliation in

his general language, which render him better liked than the other, and cover a

warmth of temper, accompanied by a suUenness of disposition, from which the

Chief Justice is far from being exempt.
Mr. Maddison's bill for the discrimination of duties cannot be brought forward

this Session, however earnest he may be about it; the committee has been called on

repeatedly by the party in the Senate, who are anxious ^to promote this measure,

but without success ; there are not more than seven or eight members in that house

of this way of thinking, and Mr. Laniiden of New Hampshire, who is a man of a

fair private character is one of the principal ones ; there is no convincing him but

that you have laid a deep concerted plan to i-ecover the Sovereignty of the States,

and that your whole conduct at present leads to this point; other gentlemen think

such ideas quite visionary, and that if even they were prevalent here, the British

Nation would not listen to them. It is certain, that, whether your views go to this

or not, the formation of a Treaty of Commerce, and afterwards of a Treaty of

Alliance, lead as well to this object, as to the establishment of national friendship.

18. I doubt we shall have no war between Groat Britain and Spain.

14. I doubt so too, but for very different leasons, and mine are these. If Great

Britain had possession of the opening of the Mississippi, her commercial entcrprize

would give us a fair and liberal market for our various exports, which is not now
the case; it would tend to people our country, in consequence to give us more

weight in the general scale, we should grow wealthy and powerful. In these ideas

all the people upon the western waters are united.

18. You would injure us greatly were this to happen (meaning the Atlantic

States) you would undersell us fifty per cent in every article, for although your

distances to New Orleans may be great, the transport down the streams is so easy

and expeditious, that the price of articles would not be enhanced in any great degree.
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" How would you get home again? "

14. We must return by the Atlantic States.

" Then you would lay out your money there, in European and in East and West
" India commodities, and the exports of the western waters, or their value would
" center ultimately in the Atlantic cities."

14. Partly, but not altogether, we should carry some of the money over the
mountains to pay labourers, and to improve our lands (" 18 retires ") and the gentle-

men in Virginia for instance are greatly alarmed, they have already tracts of old

lands without cultivators, in consequence of western emigrations ; such are the

advantages of a better climate, and being lords of the soil.

" I also doubt our having a Spanish War, but from motives widely different from
" either j'ours or (18) ; his he has told me proceed from his hope, that such a contest
" will raise the price of wheat, and thereby afford encouragement to Agriculture."

" Georgia has possessed herself of large tracts of land within the ancient limits
" of the Creek nations and Mr. McGillivray insists on their being restored; he is

" undoubtedly warmly a friend of Great Britain, he has a share in a commercial house
" in London, suffered to trade with the Indians, for which indulgence thej' pay
" twelve thousand pounds sterling a year to the King of Spain or to some oflScers

"of rank in that service. Panton Leslie and Co. is the firm of the house in Pensacola,
" in which McGillivray is concerned. The principals in London are Strachan and com-
" pany in Birchin Lane."

"Mr. Dalton then shewed me a copy of the ci-edentials of Mr. Samuel Street
" from the five nations, dated Buffaloe creek 7th April, and witnessed by John
" Butler, Superintendant of Indian Affairs, and by William Johnson interpreter,
" authorizing Mr. Street to treat with Congress, this paper was clearly drawn, and
" the powers seemed full, but I could not read it accni-ately, as it was almost dark

;

" Mr. Dalton had obtained this paper in order to shew it to Colonel McGillivray,
" and he had pi-omised to return it without taking a copy—Mr. Dalton on the whole
" seemed to insinuate, that there would be a general Indian War, and that he wished
" to promote it ; I replied, that I should be sorry for it. Mr. Dalton concluded by
" observing that the Government here were jealous of him, and that he was con-
" sidered as an obstacle to the present Treaty."

" Mr. Samuel Street, the Agent from the five nations of Indians went to the
" quarters of the Creek Chiefs, two miles out of town, to speak with their inter-
" pi etei- and to ascertain, whether Dalton was a man of confidence with Colonel
" McGillivray and the different Warriors; on his arrival there he met with the
" Colonel who knew him from description, they were entering into a conversation,
" which was interrupted by the appearance of General Knox, but he was requested
" to call on Colonel M. the morning following, which he did, and remained half an
" hour. Colonel M. told him, that about a year and a half ago Dalton came into the
" Creek nation, that he was a British officer, or had been one, and that he had been
" very industrious in forming a party, and in exciting divisions among the Indians,
" that Colonel M. had recommended it to him to withdraw, which he had accord-
" ingly done in a few months, and that he understood he had been in England ; that
" there was a Colonel Boles, likewise an English officer, who had made his appear-
" ance in the Creek country, nearly about the same time that Mr. Dalton had, and
" with similar views, that it had been recommended to this gentleman also to quit
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" their country, and that he had assisted him in doing it; this person who had formed
" a party, and attached some of the Indians to him, he understood to be now at Que-
*' bee. Mr. Street then began to open to Colonel M. the nature of his business, the
" complaints of the five nations relative to the State of New York in regard to their
" lands, and of their present application to Congress for redress, and he indicated a
" wish to make a common cause of it, Colonel M. declined it, saying " I am interested
" for the Creeks alone, and I have obtained that satisfaction respecting our boundary
"line, which Georgia would not grant; the government here has acceded to our
" reasonable demands, and the matter is on the point of being completed, I am on
" the eve of returning by water with the chiefs, there is one rascal indeed, who
" refuses to go with me, and who gives me a great deal of trouble." " Here they
" were broke in upon and separated—Mr. Street says that the Interpreter gives a
" similar account of Dalton. Mr. S. has drawn up a statement of the complaints of
" the five nations, and communicated his appointment, in a paper addressed to the
"President, which he has put into the hands of Mr. Wadsworth to present. Mr. S.
" says there are certain Cognawaga Indians just arrived from Canada, that he was
" anxious to see them, and suspected they were individuals, who having rendered
" some services to the States during the war were applying here for compensation.

" Mr. Street has asserted, that the Cognawaga Indians now here consist of four
" or five persons, one of whom is a boy, they say that during the war they rendered
" many attentions and services to the officers of the United States, prisoners in Can-
" ada, for which these gentlemen paid them in continental paper, this not being
" current there, they have kept it ever since, and now produce it, they apply for a
" compensation, and were to have an audience of the President this morning on
" the subject. The application of Mr. Street in behalf of the Indians of the Five
"Nations by means of Mr. Wadsworth has drawn a declaration from the President,
" expressive of his intentions to pay every attention to the Indians in general, and
" Mr. Street is assured by General Knox, that his business will be taken into imme-
" diate consideration.

" Mr. McGillivray is to have fifteen hundred dollars a year from the States.
" Mr. Sti-eet further asserts that Joseph Brandt did not sign his credentials him-

" self, but he communicated the names of those who did, Mr. Samuel Street is said
" to be a half pay Lieutenant in Sir John Johnson's corps, he is a Magistrate under
"the King's government, and keeps a store at Niagara, by birth a New Englander;
'•' he expects to get into full pay, if any Provincial Batallions should be raised in Canada,
"from the friendship of Sir John Johnson. His present Agency is to be requited
" by a tract of land in the Genessee Country, or somewhere within the limits of the
" States, to be held for him in trust by a Mr. Schuyler, the son of a Mr. Peter
" Schuyler who was aman of great influence with the Indians of the Six Nations befoi'e

" the late Sir William Johnson. Mr. S. purposes to return to Niagara this Autumn.''

" Mr, Street has been informed by General Knox, that the President cannot
" interfere in the business of the five nations, committed to his agency ; that if they
" are not satisfied with the behaviour of the New York Commissioners, they must
" apply to the Legislature which appointed them; in consequence of this answer Mr.
" Street intends to return to Niagara in a fortnight, and to petition the Legislature of
" this State at its next meeting."

" I have wished to see you to enquire after some of your people, who I hear are
" gone to the northward, and from public report are now at Quebec."

19. They do not belong to us, they are Cherokees, and I believe a person is with

them, who calls himself Colonel Boles; he had five Indians with him originally, but

one of them returned home, Mr. Boles was a subaltern officer in the Maryland
Loyalists during the late war, and served in the Floridas, he is an active young man,
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and when I found myself under circumstances very different from the present, and
at times in very critical situations, I wished to employ some ofiicers of military
knowledge and activity, which I thought he possessed ; but I soon observed, that he
had ideas the most wild and extravagant in the world, and I found it necessary to

withdraw all confidence from him ; he however contrived to get some of the Chero-
kees into his notions, and persuaded them to go with him to the Bahama Islands,

where Lord Dunmore saw them and sent them to the northward.

" There is another person here who has been in your nation, whose name I do
"not mention, but with whom probably you may be acquainted from this descrip-
" tion ; in what light do you consider him? "

Dalton you mean, he is one of Mr. Boles's Captains, he is a man from whose
hardiness, activity and other acquirements, I expected to have derived much assis-

tance, but whom I soon found tampering with the Indians, in a way highly unjusti-

fiable. He was a loyalist during the war, and had settled in Nova Scotia with his

family since the peace ; about two years ago he came to the Bahamas in a small
craft with some fish, where he was cast away, and shortly afterwards he came into

our nation. After discovering the dispositions of thismai. I recommended it to him
to quit the country, but he excused himself, saying ho was sick, which indeed he
was, he remained ill in the lower Creek country for five months, during which I was
absent; on my return I found him recovered, and I accompanied him to the sea
coast, where I put him on board one of our ships from whence he might have got a
passage in some small vessel to the Bahamas ; but he had other projects, he had got
together some of the chiefs of the lower Creeks during my absence, had imposed
himself upon them for a person of consequence, and made them believe, that he could
do great things for them in England, instead thei-efore of looking out for a passage
for the Bahamas in a small vessel he proceeded to London in the ship, and plagued
the English Ministry for some time, who I fancy discovered him to be a man of no
pretensions to notice. I was very much surprized to find him here on my arrival

;

we met in public on my landing, he has been plaguing me very frequently by mes-
sages and notes from day to day, and I was not able to get rid of him, until General
Knox left directions for him to be told that if he came again he would be sent to Jail.

For my part I am of opinion that I have some claims notonly on the generosity,
but even upon the Justice of the British Government ; for several years however I

have seen clearly, that from our local situation we could not expect to derive any
effectual support from thence, and therefore I have found it necessary to adopt other
measures for our security. In the present treaty I have been obliged to give up
something in order to secuie the rest; it might have been better, but I have found
it necessary from our inadequate strength, when compared with this country, to
take the safest method, guarding at the same time from anything, that might shake
my treaty with Spain.

By the present one with the States I have secured a port on the edge of Bast
Florida, in case you have a war with Spain, and it should prevent our ships from
England passing as they do at present, or by way of Cadiz, which is stipulated in my
Spanish Tieaty, but I have thought it possible, that the London merchants might be
afraid to trust their property by that rout in time of war, notwithstanding such
assurances on the part of Spain, and therefore I stipulated for this port in the treaty
now concluded.

*' I am glad to find your treaty on the whole is so good a one, and that it has
"produced a peace between you and the States, Great Britain you know is in a state
"of profound tranquillitj' with this country, and with the prospect of remaining so,
" at the same time I trust if we have a Spanish war, we shall have none with the
" Creeks."
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By no means ; I have met with great commercial attentions from England, I

had a small vessel seized by Lord Dunmore, but on stating the matter it was settled

in the most satisfactor}'' terms, and by applications from the house of Strahan and
company in London to Lord Hawkesbury I have met with indulgencies with regard

to duties. You must have observed the jealousy here with regard to Spain during
the present treaty ; Mr. Viar the Spanish Eesident has regretted to me its not being

in his power from this cause to shew me more attention.

" 19. is appointed a Brigadier in the service of the United States, wore the
" uniform in public when the Treat}'- was signed by the President, and has an annual
" appointment of twelve or fifteen hundred Dollars from this country."

20. I have long had it in contemplation to establish a settlement at or near the

confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. It was my intention before I

undertook the enterprise to have explored that part of the country that I might have
been enabled to ascertain the most eligible position for erecting a city contiguous

thereto, and I had made every necessary preparation for the purpose previous to the

receiving my appointment.
When on the western waters I was zealous in soliciting information of that part

of the country from those persons, who I apprehended were competent to give it.

I received the best from two gentlemen ; the one Colonel Pentacost, who has been

there, and owns a considerable tract of land in the vicinity of the Mississippi

river; the other Major Chaplain, a resident of Kentucky, who in the late "war

was a prisoner in that quarter. These gentlemen are men of integrity and honor,

and their accounts of the country perfectly correspond ; they told me, that it was
one of the most inviting countries on the western waters. The most advantageous
position for erecting a city either with respect to commerce or agriculture is at or

near the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. Its central situation

between that ridge of mountains, which divide the waters of the Western and Atlantic

Oceans ; the easy communication by water with the great northern lakes, the number
of large navigable rivers from different directions which enter the Missouri and the

Upper Mississippi, i-unning through an immense extent of country, unequalled in

the richness of its soil, a climate favourable to the human constitution, and the ease

with which its various and numerous productions may be carried to every part of the

globe will cause a rapid population, and open such sources of wealth, hitherto unknown
in any part of the world. To effect this great and important enterprize it will

requiie a fund at least of twenty-five thousand dollars. It is not probable that the

whole of this sum will be expended in effecting the proposed settlement; but pru-

dence dictates the propriety of guarding against every possible event, which may
have a tendency to frustrate the execution of the design. Soon after establishing

this settlement, thousands will migrate to it from different parts of the United States

;

hundreds of families will leave the rich lands of Kentucky to settle here; the french

on both sides of the Mississippi, when the number of its inhabitants shall free it from
danger, will flock to it and in all probability it will in a few years become great,

respectable and powerful. The distance from the Spanish settlements, and the

difficulty of ascending the Mississippi river, will affqrd great security to the first

settlers, and give them time to put themselves in a proper state of defence. It will

require near a year from the time the men arrive on the ground, before the Spaniards

can give enei-gy to their operations; by this time the inhabitants will in all prob-

ability be able to oppose them successfully. Should they send a small army for the

purpose of destroying the settlement or reducing it to the obedience of their govern-

ment, it will bo difficult for them to be supplied with provisions for any length of

time ; and if previous intelligence should be obtained of their movements, and

intended operations, they might be greatly harassed when ascending the river, and

perhaps in such a manner as would effectually frustrate their designs. The people

of Kentucky would afford us every assistance in their power. The free navigation
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of the Mississippi is an object of the first magnitude with them, and therefore inter-

est ever predominant in the human mind would invite them to our aid. Should the

Spaniards refuse us the free navigation of the river Mississippi, we shall be able to

force it in a few years. All the citizens on the western waters would unite with us

in the enterprize. The well appointed I^avy of the King of Spain, and the numerous
garrisons in the Islands and on theshores of the Atlantic, render the Spanish Empire
in America difficult of access in that quarter, but from here the citizens of this new
Colony will be able to penetrate into the heart of New Mexico, a country at present

little known to the European nations in general, or to the citizens of the United States,

but the period is not far distant before the enterprizing genius of the citizens of this

new colony will discover its strength, and, urged on by the immense wealth, which
may be acquired, will venture to its capital, the distance of which from an immediate
support would probably render the acquisition of it easy; and the immense riches

gained by the first adventurers would induce others to follow. When once they find

their numbers sufficient, and have established themselves in their new acquired ter-

ritory the riches of the more southern provinces will engage their attention—new
armies would be raised, and new entei-prizes be undei'taken.

The advantages that would result to the British Government by patronizing

the proposed settlement would ultimately be very great. The population of this

colony from the United States would be astonishing, and in the course of a few years

be able, with the aid of the protecting country, to annihilate the Spanish Empire in

America. This would not only extend the British Empire, but conduce exceedingly
to the interest of the nation. She would be able to draw such vast suras of money
from the southern provinces of America as would enable her to sink in the course

of a few years a great proportion of her accumulated national debt. Under her gov-

ernment the natives would be happy, and from an indolent and servile people become
good, industrious members of society.

The British Empire would then embrace all climates, and all the variety of pro-

duction, which the earth affords; it would give her a decided superiority in the

balance of Empire, and she might become the arbitress among the nations of the
earth, her navies would ride triumphant in the great western ocean, and give laws
to the surrounding nations. It would illuminate and extend liberty and happiness
to millions of the human race now under an almost insupportable bondage, dilate

the field of investigation, diffuse the benign influence of the Christian religion, and
be generative of the gi-eatest possible events all tending to the happiness of man-
kind, A revolution pregnant with such beneficial consequences may be effected in

the course of ten or fifteen years, and with an expense so small, as to be unworthy
to come into competition with the greatness of the object. The rapidity of popula-

tion, the exuberancy of the soil and the facility of transportation by means of the
large number of navigable rivers which intersect this country, and communicate
with each other, would soon place it in the power of the citizens to furnish ample
supplies of provisions for a numerous army in any part of the southern provinces
bordering on the shores of the Atlantic. From this quarter the Spaniards are more
vulnerable than from any other, and the general disaffection of the natives to their

government would be a favourable circumstance. Your being has
induced me to place the most unlimited confidence in you. You cannot but be
sensible that a divulgence to any of the citizens of the United States will not be pro-

ductive of any advantages, though it may have a tendency to injure me, I do not
conceive that any injury would ultimately arise to the American Union, should an
establishment be made similar to the one I have in contemplation, though it might
affect the interests of a few individuals concerned in the western lands. From the
European accounts there is every probability that hostilities have commenced between
Great Britain and Spain ; if so, the present is the most favourable time, I wish
your sentiments on the subject so far as propriety will permit, and your influence

provided you think the object attainable. The contemplated settlement is beyond
the jurisdiction of the American States, on the western side of the Mississippi, and
north of the Missouri, A further communication on the subject may be proper at

another time.
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'' I have reason to think there were warm debates this spring in both houses
" upon the Augmentation of the Army; the doors of the Senate are always shut, the
" galleries of the house of Representatives were cleared during the debates on this
" question. A Joint Committee of accommodation was appointed who came to a
" compromise by diminishing the number of battalions to be raised, and by granting
" powers to the President to call forth the Militia in the manner prescribed by the
" Act passed on this subject.

" Whenever General Washington found how this business was likely to terminate,
" he changed his plan, dispatched Colonel Willet to the Creek Country, with direc-
" tions to endeavour to penetrate to McGillivray, which he effected at a great risk,
" through the wilderness for some hundred miles, with lettei-s from the President
" containing assurances of his disposition to make a permanent and honourable peace
" with them, for which purpose Mr. McGillivray was pressed to come with a number
*' of chiefs to New York. Excepting a few companies on the Georgia frontier the
" present Military force will be employed in the Western Territory, but in what
" manner I cannot at present ascertain, and this point may not yet be determined as
" Governor St. Clair is just arrived from that country, and his opinion on Indian
" affairs may be expected to have considerable weight. A conjecture may however
" be formed of their general disposition from the proposal for provision rations called
" for by the Treasury Department, these specify a variety of places, where the
'• deposits are to be made, and in addition to those of former years make mention of
" the rivers Margot, Yazous and Tennessee, and up the last named river to the Bear
" Creek, from whence it may reasonably be concluded, that the posts are to be
" extended on these communications.

" I have had no intercourse with Mr. Samuel Street, the agent for the five

" Nations, but have reason to think the communications concei-ning him are very
" correct.

«

" Having heard that Governor St. Clair had asserted since his arrival in this
*' place, that the Indians in the Western Territory are induced to (!ontinue their
" hostilities by traders under the protection of Detroit purchasing their prisoners
" for a sum of money, who compel such prisoners into indentures of a limited servi-
" tude for the pui-pose of repayment and on disadvantageous terms, I judged it of
" importance to come to an explanation with gentlemen in authority here on such
" suggestions as these, although the officers of the King's government under Your
'* Lordship's orders are not directly implicated in this business. I therefore explained
" the matter to 7, adding, that I was the more particularly desirous of doing so, as,

" what I then communicated, did not arise from common report merely, but had
" been mentioned to me, in the presence of several persons that very morning by an
•' officer attached to the person of the President, who said that his information pro-
*' ceeded from Governor St. Clair himself I acquainted 7, that it consisted with my
" knowledge, that prisoners had indeed been purchased by persons in Detroit from
" the Indians, but that this had been done upon principles honourable to the parties,
" and to the general feeling of humanity; that a young man, so purchased, an inhabi-
" tant of Kentucky, had actually arrived her-e lately on his way home, but I had not

'•seen him, and that a procedure of the natui-e suggested, was as contrary to Your
" Lordship's dispositions, as to the general spirit of Your Lordship's instructions to
" the Officers in the Upper Country. 7 assured me, that he had not heard of the
" circumstance himself, that Governor St. Clair had communicated many things
" respecting the excesses committed by the Savages, to which the Government had
"previously been strangers; although no considerable stroke had been struck, yet
" the aggregate amounted to some importance, that nothing had appeared from the
" conversations with the Indians, which marked anything unfi-iendly in our Govern-
"ment; they indeed had said when proposals were made to them, that they must
" consult their father at Detroit, but nothing furthei-.

"7 added that circumstances rendered it probable, measures would shortly be
" taken for an Expedition into the Indian Country in that quarter, and he mentioned
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" it to prevent any alarm at our posts, although he relied of my not speaking of it

" here; but he did not say against which of the nations beyond the Ohio this expedi-
" tion was intended to be directed."

No. 25.—LOED DOECHESTER TO ME. GEENVILLE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, No. 46-1, page 73.)

Quebec, 25th September, 1790.

Sir,

I inclose some further communications received on the 22nd instant.

I am with much respect and esteem
Sir

Your most obedient and most humble servant,

DOECHESTEE.
The Eight Honble

William Wyndham Gtrenville.

" Last night 21 sailed for London; he is much esteemed by the President, and a
" man of some knowledge, awkward in his person and manners, rather self sufficient,
" and apt to entertain high notions of his own importance."

" 22 will sail to morrow for London ; this gentleman is not considered to be a
" man of capacity either in political or in commercial matters, and it is understood
" that no salary is annexed to his employment."

No. 26.—LOED DOECHESTEE TO ME. GEENVIIjLE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 49, p. 82.)

Quebec, 10th November, 1790.

(No. 73.)

Sir,

I inclose certain communications received on the 27th and a further continua-
tion thereof received on the 30th of last month. (A. & B.)

I am with much respect and esteem.
Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble servant.

DOECHESTEE.

W. W. Grenville.
A.

The Eight Honble

" General St. Clair has returned to his government, after a very short stay, and if
" rumour may be credited considerable exertions are making for the Indian War.
" Mr. St. Clair early in life was an officer in the King's service, and afterwards a Major
" General in the late American Army, he is not a man of much capacity, either in
" military or civil matters ; but he is considered to be an officer of firmness, experience
" and fair private character. Brigadier Harmar, the second in command, has been
'" usually at Fort Pitt, although not deficient in understanding he is said to be fre-
" quently intoxicated ; Majors Wyllis and Doughty are officers of merit, the latter
" particularly, who is Commandant of the Artillery, is a man of talents and capacity,
" these Gentlemen are ail in the Continental or regular forces, but many officers are
" settled in different parts of the Western territory, who have activity, knowledge
" and inclination to lead bodies of hardy militia with resolution and ability.
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" ClothiDg and necessaries for the regular troops were lately sent from hence to
" Philadelphia, by water on their way to Fort Pitt. If any particular cordiality has
" existed between Governor St. Clair and the Spaniards, I am convinced it must have
" been without authority from this government; a smuggling trade has been carried
" on for some time past between the Western Settlers and the Intendant at New
" Orleans in the Article of Tobacco, in which many individuals are concerned; this
" traffic is prejudicial to the Spanish Revenue, as a large price is paid for the Tobacco
" brought down the Mississippi, on the presumption that they are the produce of
*' Louisiana, and they are shipped to old Spain on account of the Crown, out this as
" well as every other indulgence shewn at present by the Spaniards to the Exports
" of the Western Settlers is perfectly inadequate to the condition of that rising
" country, ready at this moment to open the Mississippi by arms ; and 1 am not
*' without an idea, that this would actually have taken place in a few months, not-
" withstanding any endeavours of the general government to prevent it, if Spain had
" been involved in a war, and provided the Indian expeditions now in agitation shall
" prove successful.

" The inhabitants of the Western Country wish New Orleans to be in ourposses-
" sion, as the best means of getting a good price for their productions.

" The A.tlantic people in general wish the navigation to remain closed, from
" their dread of a rivalship, especially in the West India market.

" The executive Government are anxious to possess it themselves, in order to
" connect and consolidate both sides of the Allegany Mountains, knowing that
** although the Western exports must issue from the Mississippi, their imports will
" to a certainty be conveyed through the Atlantic States. The free navigation of
" this riverj whether to have been secured by the possession of New Orleans, or by
" the erection of a post in a preferable situation, was I am convinced the boon of
" all others the most likely to have induced the States to have taken an active part
" against Spain ; they do not wish for a West India Island at this time, sensible that
*' they have no marine to protect it, these remarks apply to the executive govern-
" ment.

" I have not been able to learn that any treaty or Conference has been held on
" the Wabash river, or that any Spanish Agent has been there.

" I am confirmed in my ideas respecting the seafaring people in New England,
'' in case a rupture with Spain had actually taken place. I do not think either the
" General Government, or the State Governments would have repressed the pri-
" vateering spirit of that hardy enterprizing people, who have suffered more by the
" Act of Independence than any part of this country, from the decay of their ship
" building, and the effect which the dismemberment of the Empire has produced on
" their oil and fish in foreign markets.

" As soon as the Presidents speech to the Legislature at the opening of the late

" sessions reached Holland, and which amongst a variety of other objects recom-
" mended the taking measures for funding the public debts, the house of Van Slapp-
" hurst wrote to the Secretary of the Treasury, offering to open a loan to the extent
" of three millions of dollars for the use of the States, which they would guarantee;
" thej^ demanded an interest of five per cent, for the subscribers, with an additional
" percentage for their own risk and trouble. It has been asserted here that Colonel
*' Humphries is gone to Europe to negotiate this business; it is on the other hand
" supposed, that his objects are in England.

" Colonel Walker who was an aide de camp to General Washington during the
" war, has lately sailed from hence to London, this gentleman is the Naval officer,

" at this port with plain, unaffected manners, he is a man of sense and discernment
" and superior to 21 in many respects. Mr. Walker is by birth an Englishman,
" although he has been many years here, and his father, who is a brewer near
" Knights bridge has pressed him greatly for some years to pay him a visit; to

" which he has at length consented, whether Mr. Walker has anything in charge
'' of a public nature I do not know, but he has always been on the best terms with
" the President."
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7. 23 is a man of capacity, but apt at particular times to give himself up too
much to the impressions of his own mind.

From the Duke of Leeds's reply to 23'8 first application I confess I did not think
favourably of the prospect, although it was far from being conclusive. The June
packet brought us accounts of his interviews with Mr. Pitt; and from 23'8 own
detail of what passed, there was a something in his conduct on that occasion, which
I confess I do not altogether approve.

" It strikes me as possible that 23 has been occasionally out of England, has he
" been in France ?

"

Not that I know of; and if 23 has cultivated an intimacy with the Ministers, of
any other power in Europe, or has caused suspicion on that ground with reiripect to

France, or elsewhere, he has no authority for so doing, it occurs to me that he was
very intimate with Mons. de la Luzerne the Ambassador of France now in London,
when he was Minister in this Country; possibly from that circumstance he may
have been more frequently there, than prudence ought to have dictated, and the
knowledge of this circumstance may have produced a greater reserve on the part of
your Administration; these ideas strike me, although 1 have no ground to go upon.

" Do you wish to have a West India Island?"

I answer without hesitation No, we do not, it is not in our contemplation. We
wish the liberty of trading in that quarter, at least this is decidedly ray own opinion,
we should consider the Sovereignty of a West India Island a burthen. Our territor-

ies are already very extensive, and I can assure you, the idea of having possessions
further to the Northward than our present boundaries would be esteemed an
incumbrance, with an exception to the Forts. On that score therefore I cannot
foresee any solid grounds for a national difference with you; to the Southward the
case is very different. We look forward to procuring the means of an export of our
Western Country, and we must have it. We cannot suffer the Navigation of the
Mississippi to remain long in its present state. That country is at this moment
ready to open it if they met with the smallest encouragement, and undoubtedly we
look forward to the possession of New Orleans.

" Since my arrival here I have made it a point to preserve the strictest silence
" with respect to (23) yet I have more than once had occasion to hear his name
" mentioned by his relations and their acquaintances ; it came out in their conversa-
"tion that 23 is greatly liked in London, that he is frequently with the French
"Ambassador Monsieur de la Luzerne, and with Mr. Fox, who had expressed him-
" self to be greatly pleased with his character and company."

Yes, it is so reported. I believe it in some measure to be true. I am more
inclined to be of this way of thinking from extracts of letters which I have seen of
23, in which he throws out, that such and such were Mr. Fox's opinions on particular
subjects, and from the former intimacy which subsisted here between 23 and
Monsieur de la Luzerne, as well as from Mr. Fox's line of politics during the war,
his general character and from my knowledge of 23 himself.

I do not question the gentleman's sincerity in following up those objects com-
mitted to his charge, but to deal frankly with you, I have some doubt of his
prudence, this is the point in which he is deficient, for in other respects he is a man
of great genius, liable however to be occasionally influenced by his fancy, which
sometimes outruns his discretion.

6a—KK
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" Mr. Fox is a very able man, very generally reBpected, and his characf cr as a

"Statesman is known in the world, but profes^sing ever}' possible respect for Mr.
"Fox and for Monsieur de la Luzerne likewise, it is for your consideration how far

"a gentleman in 23 situation ought to form intimacies with persons in public

"political situations, excepting they are in administration."

T am quite of your opinion, and this amongst other causes led me to remai-k,

that it is greatly desirable, that this negotiation should be transferred to our seat of
Government. JEIowever we have no reason on the whole to question Mr. Pitt's

good dispositions towards us, on the contrary he seemed personally disposed to grant

us more than other members of your Cabinet thought advisable for your general

commercial interests, (p. 83.)

B.

"The impression of a pacification with Spain caused a general dissatisfaction
;

"' the seafaring people here and in New England were thwarted in their private priva-

"teeringplans, the agricultural inteiest was disappointed in the hope of high prices for

"grain of all sorts, mercantile men and ship owners had flatteied themselves, that

"this war would have given them a share in our carrying trade, and a beneficial

"commerce with the Spanish West India Islands, that class of men who aie from
"principle attached to the gloiy and the welfare of the Empire, had their enthu-
"siasm wound up to a pitch of extravagance upon this occasion ; they thought that

"we should have availed ourselves of the present moment to ruin the marine of

"Spain, which they imagined an easy mattei-, and they fancied they had diseoveied

"a moderation on our part at this crisis, to which the conduct of the Court of

"Madrid, from the part she took during the late war, was no way entitled ; the
" westei'n inteiest had anticipated our immediate possession of New Orleans, which
"of all events, they view as the most important for- them, from its expected etfects

"on their exports, and the government of this country had all these objects in satis-

" factory contemplation, except the first, which they dread, as well as the impatience
"of the western people which may involve them prematuiely in hostilities with
"Spain; to these considerations may be added the increasing importance of the

"States with the belligerent powers, if they prefeired peace, their having au
"unfettered choice, if their interests might have been promoted by taking a share
"in the war. and their hope, that Spain to court their fiiendship might have given
" them the free navigation of the Mississippi, if not, that we peihaps might have
"seized New Oileans, or if neither of the^e events took place, that the Spanish
"Monarchy might have been so crippled by the war, as lo have left her North
"American frontier in a state of imbecility, if no giealer calamity should befall her

;

" all these piospects, and others to which I am a stranger, vanished upon the

"appearance ot the establishment of the public tranquillity."

*1. I have already explained my opinions very fully on the mutual advantages,
that must result to the two countries from an approximation in commercial matters

in the first instance, foreign nations in commerce ai"e guided solely by their

respective interests in whatever concerns their intercourse ; between you and us

there are other circumstances ; originally one people, we have a similai-ity of

tastes, of language and general mannei s. You have a great commercial capital and
an immense trade, we have comparatively no commercial capital, and are an agri-

cultural people, but we are a rising country, shall be great consumers, have a

preference for your manufactures, and are in the way of paying for them ; You have
consideiable Ameiican and West India possessions, our friencship or enmity may
soon become important with respect to their securitj', and I cannot foresee any solid

grounds of national difference between us ; I do not think the posts aie to be
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considered in this light, and we have no desire to possess anything to the northward
of our present boundaiies as regulated by the peace ; but the navigation ot the

river Mississippi we must have, and shortly, and I do not think the bare navigation
will be suflScient, we must be able to secui-e it by having a post at the mouth of the

river, either at New Oileans or somewhere near it ; there are reports, that the

Spanish Government are disposed to change their system, but this I doubt, for it

is so different fiom their national charactei-.

You know we have two parties with us ; there ai-e gentlemen who think we
ought to be connected with France in the most intimate terms, and that the Beurbon
compact furnishes an example for us to follow ; there are others who are at least as

numerous, and influential, who evidently prefer an English connection, but the present
condition of Great Britain and the States is favourable to the foi-mer party, and they
are zealous to improve it, the present therefore is the moment to take up the matter
seriously and dispassionately, and 1 wish it done without loss of time.

We consider ourselves perfectly at liberty to act with respect to Spain in any
way most conducive to our interests, even to the going to war with that power, if

we shall think it advisable to join you.

" When Mr. John Jay conversed with the Count d'Aranda at Madrid, respecting
" the boundaries between Spain and the American States, he requested the Count to

"declare what were the limits claimed by his Sovereign, the Spanish Minister ran a
" line upon the map from the head of the navigation of the river St. Mary to the
" Muscle Shoals on the Tenesee river, and following its couree and that of the Ohio
" down to their junction with the Mississippi.

" The Vermont and New York Commissioners broke up yesterday, and the follow-
" ing is said to be an outline of their proceedings.

" The independence of Vermont is acknowledged by this State, and the bound-
" ary of 1788 is confirmed, with an exception to the Isle la Motte in Lake Champlain,
"which is ceded to New Yo.k. The grants by New Hamshire are to be the valid

"ones, and with respect to the citizensof New York holding lands in Vermont under
" New York patents, the Vermontese Commissioners have engaged that their legisla-
" ture shall pay thirty thousand dollars to the legislature of New York in four years,
" the occupiers of the disputed lands giving at the rate of ten cents of a dollar per
<' acre to the New York claimants." (p. 93.)

No. 27.—LOED DORCHESTER TO MR. GRENVILLB.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 49, p. 172.)

(No. 77.) Quebec, 20th November, 1790.

Sir,

I inclose a further continuation of certain communications received on the
17th instant.

I am, with much respect and esteem.
Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble servant,

DORCHESTER.
The Right Honble.

W. W. Grenville.

7. I have conversed with Mr. Sargent, Secretary to Governor St. Clair on the
affairs of the Western Territory; he tells me it had been already ascertained, that a

6a—KK^
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trader had purchased a prisoner from the Indians, and another at a distance from
Detroit bought some plunder from a parly of savages on their return from the
frontiers, but on the whole there is no foundation for the idea that you support them
in their hostility towards us; however, in the critical state of the two countries, if

I may be permitted to say it, prudence would dictate the most pointed instructions

to your officers at Detroit.

" You are going from hence to Philadelphia, if anything should happen that I
" might wish to communicate to you, you can point out a mode of doing it by
"letter?"

That would be precarious, there seems a necessity of my seeing you.

"Things wear the appearance of war from our information of yesterday by the
" packet."

I have seen the determination of the National Assembly of the 25th of August
respecting the Family Compact, the cordial support of France seems at present very
questionable, I cannot help thinking that the friendship of this country is not unim-
portant to you even at present, and will become infinitely more so ; the resources

of France and Spain, if well administered, are very great, and the securing the
affection and the good will of the States may have weight in political mattei'S ; I

speak with great delicacy certainly of what ought to be your policy with regard to

us, from my natural bias in favour of this country, but I am inclined to believe that

it might be an advantageous measure, for you to open your West India Islands to

us under certain limitations at the commencement of a war ; it would afford you a
cheap and very plentiful supply ; I only throw out this idea as it strikes me, and it

might take place for a short time, as a mere matter of experiment.

" New Orleans I imagine is of great importance to you ?
"

The rapid increase of our Western Country is such, that we must possess the

outlet in a very short space of time, whatever individual interests may be opposed
to it; the general advantage of the States points it out most evidently.

" I cannot help thinking it would be greatly to the benefit of your Western
" Territory, if you were to conclude a just and honourable peace with the Savages
"within your limits, in a contest between you and them, I am inclined to believe,
" you have more to lose, than they have."

It is consistent with our system to terminate Indian differences by accommoda-
tion ; in the present instance Mr. St. Clair had made many previous arrangements,

and matters had gone such a length, that the General Government could not give

its negative to this business, without disobliging our western people, one tribe have
some causes for complaint, the others have not, it is somewhat late in the season,

and possibly the present expeditions will have no great effect, but they will shew
the disposition of our government; the Militia is numerous and the prospect of an
early campaign next year, may make some impression. General Clarke tells me
that Indians in that part of the world are in the practice of burying their grain to

conceal it, and that they effect this with much address, and consequently usually

with success.
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"We have now a probability of a Spanish war and a possibility of a French one,
" I trust it will not interrupt our tranquillity with you ?

"

It is the determination of all the Gentlemen, who take a leading part in the

affairs of this countr^^, to preserve an honourable attention in theii- engagement
with foreign powers; I speak to you merely the opinions of an individual. It does

not appear to me from the present condition of things, that we shall consider it to

be incumbent upon us to take any part with Fi-ance in a contest, in which she is

altogether an auxiliary, on the contrary as the matter strikes me at present it will

be for our consideration, whether we ought not to avail ourselves of the period in

which Spain shall be involved in a war to secure those points which are in contest

between us and that power; things may change, but as they are circumstanced at

present, we are in my opinion perfectly at liberty to follow up our own interest,

and certain points have occurred since the peace, which leave us perfectly fi-ee with
respect to France, even if she should go to war as a principal.

I think it proper also upon this occasion to declare positively and directly, that

no treaty, stipulation or agreement of any sort subsists between us and France,
excepting the public printed Treaty, which is universally known.

"I trust the judicial branch of your Government will apply an effectual remedy
"to these complaints made by our Merchants against the laws passed since the
" peace, especially in the Southern States, which impede the ordinary course of

"justice between creditors and debtors ?"

I have the most perfect confidence that this will be the case, our Judiciary has
declared Treaties with Foreign powers to be the law of the land ; the Judges in

general are men whose opinions on this subject are pei-fectly well ascertained, and
nothing but an insurrection in opposition to their decisions can in future prevent
the regular and usual course of justice.

I admit that individual losses have arisen from the delays hitherto too often

practised, these are not to the extent commonly represented, taken in the general,

however prejudicial to individuals, and such proceedings are by no means defensible.

From various communications made to me, as well from the Eastern as from'
the Southern States, our Government acquires daily strength and consistence in the
public mind, it is found to produce many beneficial effects to the Nation at large;

I am persuaded when our census is completed we shall have at least Three Millions
and a half of people, at this time we are capable of making considerable exertions,

even maritime oues, if from circumstances it became a measure of government to

encourage them, and I must beg leave to repeat its being my opinion, that looking
forward, particularly to what may be the expected condition of this country, in a
few years, it would be an act of wisdom in the Minister of Great Britain to attach
and connect the States upon political as well as commercial considerations.

It may not be improper to mention to you at this time, that it was intended
last summer to have written to Lord Dorchester on the subject of our Eastern
boundary with your provinces, for which purpose directions had been given to the
Secretary of State, but the matter was put off from the expectation that his Lordship
would have been here before this time.

"In compliance with the residence bill of last Session, the public offices have
" been removed from hence to Philadelphia, where they are now opened, and the
"chief Justice is the only officer of Government, who intends to reside here.

" That part of my last communication relative to the boundaries of Vermont,
" which respected the Isle la Motte, was not accurate as will appear by the printed
" declaration of the commissioners, published in the newspapers.
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" There are great discontents in Georgia, in consequence of the late Treaty with
" the Creek Indians.

" The Spanish Governor of East Florida has lately made public an order of the

"Court of Madrid dated the 17th of May respei'-ting negroes, which marks an ira-

" proving disposition on the part of that Government towards the States of America;
" the proclamation on this subject has been printed in the newspapers,"

No. 28.—CONVERSATION EESPECTING THE WESTERN COUNTRY.

{Canadian Archives^ Series Q, Vol. 50-1, p. 97.)

Philadelphia January Slst 1791.

A Conversation : Mr, Hamilton, Mr. William Macomb of Detroit and
Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith,

jLt.-Col. B.—Mr. Macomb I think it for the honour of the King's Government,
for its inteiests, and I really believe it for the interests of this country also, that the

true state of things in ihe V^estern Country should be known, and if there are any
misconceptions or errors arising from misinformation it seems desirable that they
may be explained, under these impressions and vrith Mr. H 's permission, I

shall ask you a few questions, and if you have no objections to them, I hope you will

answer them in as far as may be consistent with your knowledge.
Mr. H.—I shall be happy lo hear everything Mr. Macomb may have to say on

this subject.

Mr. Macomb.—A conversation on this subject passed between Lt.-Col. Beckwith
and me on our journey from New York to this place a few days ago, I am perfectly

dispo.-ed to communicate everything 1 know on the subject.

Lt.-Col. B.—You have lived several years at Detroit?
Mr. M.—Yes, I have,

Lt.-Col. B.—When did you leave it ?

Mr. TJf,— The 28th of September last.

Lt.-Col. B.—Have you a general knowledge of the Western Country ? And of

the different tribes ?

Mr. M.—I have a geneial knowledge of that part of it which lies towards
Detroit, but am quite ignorant of the country as you approach the Ohio; I know
something of the Indians in general, and have a particular acquaintance with several

tribes.

Lt.-Col. B.—Were you ever at the Miami Settlements which have been destroyed

by B.igr Harmar ? and do you know what tribes live in that neighbourhood ?

Mr. M.—I have been thee and know the countiy lound it very well, it lies

about two hundred and forty miles from Detroit, thei-e are not more than about one
hundred and twenty-tive men who reside on that point of land described by General
Harmar, in the neighbourhood there are other Inditms who obtained permission to

settle there about two years ago for the purpose of trade,

Lt.-Col. B.—Ai-e you acquainted with the traders established there?
Mr. M.—Yes, 1 know them very well, and I am very soi-ry to observe the

language used by General Harmar in his public letters, relative to those Gentlemen,
for such I must call them, and shall evec so consider them; these towns were the

principal trading Posts in the whole Western territory, and six or seven very
respectable houses were established there, three of the gentlemen are magistrates

and all of them men of unblemished reputation. Ever since the commencement of

the disturbances on the frontier of the states by the Wabash Indians, which took

place I believe the very year after the peace, the gentlemen on all occasions i-ecom-

mended pacific measures to the Indians, in the neighbourhood of the Miami Towns,
and I do believe they have rescued many prisoners, and have in the course of some
years past laid out to the amount of four hundred pounds in this way without the
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smallest idea of recompense of any sort, as they liberated these prisoners immediately
and yent them through a friendly Indian Country to Fort Pitt.

Lt.-Col. B.—Do you think it possible that these gentlemen have at any time
either directly or indirectly induced any of the Savages to commence or continue
warfare with this country ?

Mr. M.—Impossible, it would be the ruin of their trade, and the present Indian
war will cause many bankruptcies at Detroit.

Mr. H.—This is a sti-ong circumstance in opposition to the idea entertained by
our Military men, but however prejudicial a war may be to that part of your trade
lying towards the Ohio, may it not operate otherwise on your fur trade to the north-
ward and westward ?

Mr. M.—We have only one ti'ading post in the direction of Michilimakinac and
that is of no great importance, the great North-West trade is unknown to us at

Detroit.

Mr. H.—The Savages may have been induced to continue their depredations on
our f ontiers hy the ready sale of their plunder, and in this the traders maj'" have had
an interest, vany they not ?

Mr. M.—Certainly not ; the Indians who have for years past been occasionally
down on your frontiers, have, I dare say, carried off a variety of articles from the
settlements, it is their practice to carry away everything they find, butall articles of
household furnituie that are bulky they throw into the Eive s and such clothing as
they cannot use ; they are fond ot finery, they wear silk shirts made ofgowns, hand-
kerchiefs and other parts of wearing apparel, and with respect to horses, they retain
them for their own use.

Lt.-Col. B.—Do you think that any presents have been made to the Indians at
the Miami Towns during the last Autumn ? Or did you ever hear that presents
were made them by o.der of Government at that place ?

Mr. M.—Never, I am persuaded.
Lit.-Col. B.—Where are they usually made ?

Mr. M.—At Detroit formeily, but of late years it has been found inconvenient to

deliver them there, and it has been the regular practice to give them at the mouth
of the Miami River, where it falls into Lake Eiie, nearly forty miles from Detroit
and two hundred from the towns lately destroyed.

Lt.-Col. B.—Do 3'ou think that presents can be given in any shape to the Indians
by our Indian Department at Detroit without the order or approbation of the officer

commanding there?
Mr. M.—You know very well that nothing can be issued from the King's stores

without the approbation of the officer commanding the troops, and no presents can
be made but in the presence of a certain number of officers belonging to the Garrison
ordered on that duty, this was the case last Summer when Sir John Johnson was
there. I was with liim on that occasion at the mouth of the Miami River already
mentioned when the sale of a large tract of country was compleated. Sir John John-
son took eve y opportunity of recommending peace in the strongest terms. lean-
not help also observing that Gene.-al Harmar did not attack the most hostile tribes,

on the contrary, I think that the majority of the Indians settled round the Miami
Towns were disposed to be quiet.

Mr. H.—We sent to the Miami Towns during the summer and made several
offers to them, to which they gave hostile replys and this determined the pointing
the expedition against them.

Mr. M.—I must think that the Indians settled on the Wabash were infinitely

more hostile and I have understood that Major Hamtiamock found them so.

Mr. H.—That officer destroyed certain towns and spared others from the ideas
entertained of the dispositions ot their owners.

Lt.-Col. B.—I have one question more and it is a question of opinion altogether,
What do you suppose will be the effects of the late expedition on the Indian tribes

in genei-al ?



168

Mr. M.—Their uncommon success, their having [lost] but one man only in the

first action and nine in the second lead me to believe that they will become infinitely

more troublesome than formerly, and those tribes who have suffered may be expected

now to join the others, whatever may have been their former dispositions.

Mr. H.—This will be so, and we have already found the effects of it, by the latest

accounts from that country,

Mr. M.—If General Harmar, when he reached the Miami Towns had insteaid

of attacking and destroying them sent a message and desired the Indians to make
peace, he might have easily effected it, in my opinion, and this would have been a

better way than the sending a single messenger.

Mr. H.—I think that not improbable, this conversation has given a new light to

many things in the Western Country and I am much obliged by it.

No. 29.—HENEY MOTZ TO LT.-COLONEL BECKWITH.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 50-1,^. 72).

Quebec 10 th February 1791.

Sir,—Lord Dorchester has received your letter of January, intimating that the

exertion of his influence with the Westei-n Indians to bring about a genei-al ti-an-

quillity, would be considered in the United States as a fi-iendly act, and that there

was a disposition to give those Indians securit}^ in their lands, and to take every fair

method of making them quiet and easy.

His Lordship laments the present hostilities very much, and wishes it to be

fully understood that the being instrumental in putting an end to these calamities

would give him great satisfaction.

But there the matter rests, the means to effect an accommodation not depending
upon himself.

You will easily perceive, that His Lordship can take no steps without being

authorized by one or other of the contending parties, nor without being specifically

informed of their designs, claims and pretensions.

I have the honor to be &c.,

HENEY MOTZ.
I>ieut.-Colonel Beckwith.

No. 30.—HENEY MOTZ TO LIEUT.-COLONEL BECKWITH.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q., 50-1,^. 73).

Quebec 10th February 1791.

My Dear Colonel,—I am ordered to acknowledge your letters of January,

marked K, L, M, and to apprize you, that Lord Dorchester having no convenient

opportunity at this time of writing to England, leaves it to yourself to communicate,

what you may judge interesting, by a direct conveyance, particularly if His Lord-

ship's answer to the application for his interfeience with the Indians should lead to

any fucthersteps of consequence in that business.

Mr. seems to be surprized at a certain reserve in England towards Mr.

M . His Lordship has had no accounts of the progress of his negotiation
;

but thinks it natural enough, that the discussions with Spain should have occasioned

some delay.

There is indeed another cause, from the influence of which it is to be hoped Mr.

M is free, but which His Lordship is inclined to think has operated ever since

the peace against a connexion between the two countries. No doubt many Gentle-

men and some of high and distinguished character in the States, see through the

clouds that have been raised with so much industry to mislead that people, but the

general spirit and language for some years after the peace have by no means been of
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a conciliatory nature. This disposition appears of late to have in a great measure
abated, particularly on the shores of the Atlantic ; though there are still some indi-

cations of it; but in the western territory it would seem great pains are taken to

keep it up at its original height. As this spirit operated, it would naturally produce
a corresponding reserve on the part of our Grovernment, And perhaps the wisest

plan, that could be followed by Great Britain, under such circumstances, was to

leave the States time to reflect, and by their own good sense to find out that course,

which is most consonant to their true interest.

It is not known here, whether any presents were issued to the Indians in the

Miamis Country about the time of Mr. Harmar's expedition ; but if it was the case,

certainly none were given with a hostile intent.

No officer of the Indian Department would presume to act so opposite to his

instructions, the contrai-y conduct having been uniformly enjoined upon all occasions

«ver since His Lordship's command in this country, with regard to the Indian
Department as well as the King's Troops.

If the intelligence concei-ning Mr. Elliot shall prove true. His Lordship thinks

it may be well for you to wait his arrival, and after communicating with him, to

continue such further time, as you may conceive to be of advantage to the King's
Service.

I am, &c.,

HENEY MOTZ..
Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith.

No. 31—LOED DOECHESTEE TO SIE JOHN JOHNSON.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 50-1, p. 76.)

Quebec, 10th February, 1791.

Sir,

I have often expressed my concern at the hostilities between the United
States and the western Indians, and that I should feel great satisfaction in being
instrumental in putting an end to these calamities.

I do not know how far this may be in my power, but wishing to be fully pre-

pared, in case the opportunity should offer, you will be pleased to take such means
as you may think most effectual to learn, with certainty and dispatch, the nature

and extent of the specific terms, on which the Confederated Indian Nations may be
disposed to establish a general tranquillity and friendship, with the United States,

together with the grounds of equity, justice, and policy, of their claims and pre-

tensions on which they may think it expedient, and incumbent on them to insist for

their honor and interest.

As the Indians themselves are the best judges of the extent of their own con-

fidence, they should be made cleai-ly to understand that there is not the smallest

desire to obtain any knowledge of their views and designs, but what they them-
selves of their own free choice may think proper to communicate.

I am, &c.,

DOECHESTEE.
Sir John Johnson, Bart.

No. 32.~HENEY MOTZ TO LIEUT. COLONEL BECKWITH.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 50-1, p. 106.)

Quebec, 6th May, 1791.

Sir,

The contexture of communications is easily accounted
for from his personal views. It is rather surprizing that this effect should have
escaped the discernment of those, who were acquainted with the nature and extent
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of his private pursuits in France. Such channels naturally tinge whatever they
convey.

Certainly there is no change in the disposition of our Government to establish

an amicable connexion between the two countries upon fair and liberal principles.

But should private views and pasbions warp the negotiation, a right understanding
of our relative interests may be greatly retarded, and the interval employed by the
same agents, to spread jealousies, and continue the means of embroiling the two
countries. France has good monopolies to give, and may strengthen the hands of a
few individuals for her own purposes, but will this serve the States? Ambition
and avarice are two powerful springs, which occasion much agitation in the political

world. The misrepresentations concerning our traders and Indian Department in

the West, the ideas thrown out concerning the King's posts, &c, ; the impatience
to exercise acts of sovereignty up to an imaginary boundary, quoted from a treaty,

which has never been executed, are all deducible from the same source. In the
present condition of the two countries all hasty resolves are highly injudicious,

dangerous to the public tranquillity, and of no use whatever, but to favor the ends
of those, who are striving step by step to mislead a well meaning people, and to force

them into a French dependence. It is high time that all differences relative to the
late Treaty of Peace should be settled, great prudence and discretion have hitherto

kept things in tolerable tranquillity, but 'tis necessary both sides should act with
the same moderation.

The idea of seeking commercial friendship by commercial hostilities, the appre-
hension of Great Britain monopolizing the commerce of the woi'ld and the compari-
son of it to a great whale swallowing up the ocean, are equally whimsical and
preposterous. The whale may be great, but will never swallow the element in

which he lives, and the greater he is, the better for those who share his friendship.

It is well f )r the world in general, that France has not possessed that marine great-

ness, in addition to all the rest or her power.
Where ai-e sincerity and generosity most likely to be found ? Will France break

the Family Compact in favour of the States, or is it more likely that the latter will

be duped and sacrificed to the former on all occasions ?

That kind of interference with the Indians which is now described has existed

for some years past. Peace and an amicable settlement of all differences with our
neighbours have been uniformly I'ecommended to them upon all occasions, with
expressions of great regret at the hostilities committed.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

HENEY MOTZ.
Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith.

(No. 84.)

No.; 33.—LORD DORCHESTEK TO GRENVILLE. (Extracts.)

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. ,50-1, p. 82.)

Quebec, 14th June, 1791.

My Lord,

Since my letter No. 82 I have had further reports from Lieutenant
Colonel Beckwith to the 15th of last month, with the general purport of which I will

not ti'ouble Your Lordship, as, to prevent delays, he is direcied to communicate
whatever he may judge interesting, immediately from the States, but a minute of a

vei-bal communication occasioned by my answer to the request of interference with

the Western Indians and of an explanation brought forward by Lieutenant Colonel

Beckwith, relative to the misrepresentations of the conduct of our traders at

Detroit, which probably he has not transmitted is now inclosed.



171

No. 34.—MINUTE EESPBCTING PEACE WITH THE WESTERN" INDIANS.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 50-1, p. 94.)

7. If the United States were at war with a great or respectable nation the case
would be different, a foreign mediation under certain circumstances might be
desirable ; in that case the manner of the application would be official and of course
not to any public officer of that country abroad, but to the administration at home.
On the present occasion the thing in its existing shape is inadmissible, and I could
not submit such a paper to the President's consideration. The objects of warfare
are certain vagrant Indian Tribes who cannot be considered to be on the footing on
which such a system as this would place them. However it may be our interest and
policy to close hostilities, which are attended with trouble and expence, and which
indeed may be excited by our frontier people from interested motives, as an Indian
war leads to the spending money in their country as well as to the gratification of
their individuals resentments.

In suggesting the measure of an interference or rather of a pacific commenda-
tion on the part of Lord Dorchester, I acted altogether as an individual, and my
judgment led me to this, from the sense of the thing, and from my conceiving the
fomenting such a war would never be any object for such a government as yours,
on the contrary I have concluded from those explanations which I have received by
your means, of matters in the Western Country, that your trading interests would
bo advanced by the reestablishment of peace. We shall take occasion in the course
of the summer to mark a pacific disposition to the Indians in gencial and to those
Hostile Tribes in particular, we shall suggest to them the idea of meeting to discuss

the objects of difference, and if Lord Dorchester would suggest that a friendly

accomodation and settlement would be a pleasing circumstance to your Government
it might have a tendency to promote it. In ail this, I do not speak ministerially to
you, although I am sure the thing is so, and that it would not only advance the
object but tend to forward the establishment of those greater national points which
I have frequently touched upon in our different conversations.

No. 35.—LORD DORCHESTER TO LORD GRRNVILLE.

{Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 52, p. 169.)

Quebec, 27th July, 1791.
(No. 97.)

My Lord,

Inclosed are certain communications from the United States.

I am with much respect and esteem
Your Lordship's most obedient and most

humble servant
DORCHESTER.

The Right Honble
Lord Grenville.

New Yokk, Jane 14th, 1791.

A Member of the Senate. The establishment of a Collector of Customs at
Alburgh was a measure of our legislature at the close of the last Session, and I had
a large share in it, from the part I took in the Confederation of Vermont; Icon-
suited the Vermont Commissioners on this subject, they produced a map, and the
position of Alburgh was fixed on as an eligible one, without the most distant idea of
its being within any of the Forts.
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Philadelahia, June 16th, 1791.

Supposed 7.—I believe I told you during the winter, that Colonel Smith went to

England on private business merely, in part for his father in law, Mi-. John Adams,
and he had other personal objects. Whether it was suppo^^ed in London that Mr.
Smith had political objects there or not, I cannot say, but after certain explanations
he had a conversation of some length with Lord Grenville, the general scope ofwhich
was pleasing and promising ; it placed in a decided point of view its being the

determination of your Cabinet to enter on the consideration of commercial subjects

between the two countries, and after mentioning that Mr. Elliot had declined his

appointment as Ministei" to the States, his Loi'dship informed Colonel Smith that it

was the determination of Administration to have a ministei' in this country, in three

months from that time; this happened early in April. His Lordship then asked
Colonel Smith, what sort of minister would be most pleasing to this country, who
replied, that an English gentleman would be preferred, or woids to that effect.

One part only of this convei'sation was of a nature to excite some regret, or

rather a doubt on oui- part; Loid Grenville turned the conversation on our present
war with the Savages in the Western Country, his Lordship said, he was sorry to

find from our newspapers, it was more than insinuated that Great Britain indirectly

encouraged these depredations ; his Lordship disclaimed this in its utmost extent,

observing that it had already proved injurious to our commerce, and if protracted
would become infinitely more so, that he hoped the idea of totally extirpating these

nations was not seriously entertained in the States, as Great Britain could not view
this with indifference.

Colonel Smith said to this, that these savages had committed a variety of depre-

dations, and that the States were compelled to make war on them in their own
defence. To which his lordship replied, that he hoped the States would consider of

it.

Mr. then proceeded to the following purport: This part of His
Lordship's conversation is liable to two interpi-etations, the one conveys the idea of

its being merely the wish ofyour Government that these hostilities should be brought
to a close, as it injures youi' trade to a certain extent; the other goes further, and
suggests its being your intention to take a certain part in the progress of this

business; I feel no difficulty in avowing it to be for our interest to make peace with
the Indians, with whom we are now at war, whenever we can do it on proper terms;
but in the present condition of affairs, we have no other part to take but to proceed,

our very safety requires it, and I should feel extremely concerned, if a fair pi-ospect

for a happy settlement of the affairs of the two countries should be prevented by a
considei-ation of this comparativolj'' tr^'vial nature.

The conversadon then turned on a late application from Mr. Key, the Collector

of Customs at Alburgh ; Mr. said, I have received a letter from Mr. Key, he
had no authority whatever for the application you mention, and I have reason to

consider him as one of those busy characters, who are anxious to shew their own
consequence; I have written to him in such terms, as will I ti'ust obviate any sort

of inconvenience in the discharge of his duty. I understand that the place fixed

upon by law for the Custom house is at least thirty miles from Pointe au fer,

being situated at the mouth of Onion river; I am not acquainted with the country
myself, nor have I any plans of it ; I expect to hear from Mr. Key in a few days.

Some circumstances relating to the conduct of persons in the neighbourhood of

Point au fer were then mentioned to Mr. .

No. 36.—.EIGHT HON. HENEY DUNDAS TO LOED DOECHESTEE.
(Canadian Archives, Series Q., Vol. 52, p. 206.)

(No. 1.) Whitehall, 16th Sept. 1791.

Mr Lord,
Your Lordship's Dispatches numbei'ed 79 to 100, inclusive, have been received,

and with their several inclosures have been laid before the King.
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His Majesty on the perusal of some of those Dispatches, felt great concern that

the disagi-eemen*^ between the American States and the Indians had been carried to

such a length as to terminate in hostility, and fi-om some of the communications
which have been lately made to your Lordship from the upper country, there is but

too much reason to apprehend that if the Americans continue to assert their claims

to the Indian Lands, the contest will not be likely soon to terminate.

I have the satisfaction ofinforming your Lordship that the Instructions which you
have given to the OflScers under your orders, respecting the line of conduct to be
observed by them, appear to be of a nature perfectly consonant with His Majesty's

sentiments, and His Majesty earnstly trusts that whatever may have happened
between the contending Parties, His officers have constantly observed the strictest

system of neuti-ality, and have in no degree involved this country in these unfortu-

nate disputes. A »teady adherance to that line of conduct is rendered the more
necessary by the suspicions entertained and the language held by pei'sons in the

service of the United States, to counteract the effect of which is one of the objects

mentioned in the in8ti;uctions to Mr. Hammond.
His Majesty conceives it to be indispensably necessary to the interests and hap-

piness of the American States, and equally so to the Indians, that some plan should be
formed for adjusting the several matters which have drawn them into this contro-

versy; But exclusively of any consideration which might result from this opinion, it

is but too evident that unless some means are taken to put an end to the further

progress of the war, this country must sooner oi- later be placed in a very unpleasant
and embarrassing situation ; On this ground, as well as a desire on the part of His
Majesty to show every consistent mark of attention and regard to the Indian Nations,

who have given such decided proofs of their attachment to the British Interests, it is

His Majesty's pleasure that every means which your prudence can suggest should be
taken by you for healing the differences which at present exist, and for effecting, if

possible, a speedy termination of the war.

If from the conduct which Mr. Hammond is, on his arrival in America, directed

to hold in this respect, any overtures should be made by the American States to him,
for the advantage of your interposition to effect that desirable end, your influence

cannot be better exerted than by pievailing on the Indians to listen to any reasonable
propositions to that effect : In any ai-rangement however which may be proposed
by you, the chief object to be attended to will be that of securing to them the peace-

able and quiet possession of the Lands which they have hitherto occupied as their

hunting Grounds, and such others as may enabl«i them to procure a comfortable
subsistence for themselves and their families. If this point can be accomplished, it

will be extremely desireable that the extent of such lands should be clearly and
distinctly ascertained, and if it should fortunately be effected in consequence of His
Majesty's interposition, it will be extremely expedient that measures should be taken
by you for assisting the Indians in adjusting the several limits, and in forming such
regulations as maj'- appear to be necessary for placing their affaiis on a permanent
foundation. Your Lordship's experience and knowledge of the British interests in

America supeisede the necessity of my enlarging upon these topicks, but I cannot
help adverting to the consideration of our trade with the northern and north-western
parts of the Continent of America. If the Indians are either extirpated frona their

countries, or rendered insecure in the possession of them, our trade in that quarter,

and which Your Lordship and the merchants of Montreal state to be so valuable,

must be much injured, and the enjoyment of it rendered altogether precarious.

The subject of the Posts in dispute between this Country and America is unfor-
tunately connected with what I have just adverted to. The measures taken by Your
Lordship for securing the possession of those Po^ts, as well as the several lands

contiguous to the Line which sepaiates those countries over which His Majesty, under
the Treaty, had agreed to relinquish His dominion, from those over which His
Majesty still retains the Sovereignty, are fully approved. The discussion of these

points Your Lordship will find by Mr. Hammond's instructions, has been given in

charge to that Gentleman and it is hoped that the reasons assigned for omitting on
our part to fulfill the Terms of the Treaty, will carry with them sufficient weight to
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induce the American Government to refiain from any step which may reduce Your
Lordship to the necessity of adopting measures of force for putting a stop to their

proceedings. Mr. Hammond as soon as he shall be able to discover the intentions of

the states on thet-e Points will communicate the same to Your Lordship; and in case

of your absence to Major General Clarke or Colonel Simcoe, and it will on every

account be desiieable that any proceedings which may take place on the Frontier,

or any information you may be possessed of, which may thi ow lights on the several

points which have been left for his discussion with the American Government, should

from time to time be communicated to him.

I am perferctly aware of the force of Your Lordship's reasoning on the necessity

of having a person of judgment and discretion in the neighbourhood of those Posts

which are situated so distant from Quebec, to regulate such measures as may be

necessary to be taken on any events which may arise, and 1 have the strongest reason

to believe from the character of Col. Simcoe, that he will fully answer that desci-ip-

tion. His present Ideas aie to fix his place of residence in a situation which seems

likely to afford him a convenient access to Detroit, the spot where that discretion

appears now most necessaiy to be exercised.

No. 37.—LORD DORCHESTER TO LORD GRENVTLLE.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 54-2, p. 616.)

Lord Dorcherter piesents his compliments to Lord Granville, with enclosures,

which he received from Lt.-Col, Beckwilh this morning.

PoRTMAN Square, Nov. 15th.

No. 38.—LT. COLONEL BECKWITH TO LORD DORCHESTER.

(Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. b4-2,p. 617.)

PniLADELrHiA, 5th October, 1791.

My Lord,

Upon the 1st instant 1 had the honour to receive Mr. Motz's letter of the 17th

August, forwarded from Quebec upon the 29th of the same month, which was accom-

panied by a copy of j'our Lordships speech to the Indian Deputies previous to your
embarkation; having maturely considered the present state of atfairs here and the

nature of this paper, I judged it to be for the advantage of the Kings service to make
a direct and formal communication of it to the Executive Government under certain

limitations and restrictions, which I have accordingly done, and this I shall extend

to many individuals, upon the meeting of Congress; to these measui-es I have been

further induced from some parts of it having already reached this country although

very erroneously reported.

The clause which lays open the complaint of the savages, of their being attacked

on the Wabash, at the moment in which they were deliberating upon pacific measures,

produced the following explanation, that this expedition had been planned early in

the season ; that runners had been sent by General St. Clair to the Hostile Indians, but

without effect, and that the movement had been delayed some weeks until the result

was Renown.

A few daj'S since I had notice given to me by one of His Majesty's subjects at

present residing here, that three thousand five hundred regular Troops, with a body

of Militia Cavalry and a con^iderable train of Artillery were on the march from the

Ohio to attack the post of Detroit; I thought it eligible to pay attention to this infor-

mation, from an apprehension that itmiglit be transmitted home, although I had the

strongest grounds to think there was no foundation for this opinion, as to the object

of the expedition, which I knew to be i eally in operation ; I therefore immediately
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stated the matter toa gentleman in office, who has form ally declared that the present

movement which does consist of four thousand men under the command of General

St. Clair, is not directed against any of the Posts. I have reason to think that the

object of this expedition is against ihe Indians who beat Brigadier Harmar and that

it is intended to establish a strong post upon the Miamis river, which falls into Lake
Erie, and to gairison it with one thousand men ; from a variety of circumstances I

am now certain, that this has been the intention ever since the disaster of last Autumn
and if events shall render it expedient, I think it will lake place. I have been assured

also that the closing the present campaign with this considerable operation, however
successful it may be, has by no means in view, the pressing the Indians to extremities,

and that the same disposition to make a just and solid peace will continue to exist on
the part of the United States.

I inclose a report of a late incursion into the Western Territory, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Wilkinson, with a copy of a talk left by him in that

country.

I hope your Lordship may have received a packet from me dated the 10th of
last month, forwarded under cover to Mr. Watson, by the ship "Levant" of Liverpool.

The situation of the French possessions in Hispaniola is infinitely distressing;

applications have been made thence to their Minister here for assistance, who has in

consequence applied to this Government for pecuniary aid, which he has obtained to

a considerable amount, as a payment in part of the debt due by this country to

France, and which he has expended in various waj's for the support of the different

places, blockaded and attacked by the negroes,

A riot has lately taken place in one of the upper counties of this State, but as it

arose from the jealousies of certain individuals with respect to the county offices, it

does not deserve much notice.

An opposition to the Excise Act has recently manifested itself in the counties of

Pennsylvania, beyond the Allegany Mountains, in which District a set of printed

resolutions have appealed upon this subject, and those who oppose the Excise have
circulated proposals, for an association of all the Western Country to resist the oper-

ation of this Law. The Executive Government keeps a watchful eye on the progress

of this business, which I am disposed to believe will have a tendency to promote a
peace with the Indian Nations, in order to check by arms any excesses which certain

descriptions of people in the Western Country may bedisposed to commit; supported
by the whole strength of the New England States, there is energy enough here in

my opinion, to effect this if necessary.

I have always esteemed my correspondence with the Secretaiy of State to have
oi-iginated in the necessity of the case, and as this exists no longer, since Your
Lordships return to England, I have closed it with my letter of the 10th of

September.
The President has been absent for a few weeks in Virginia on his private affairs

;

the Secretaiy of State is also out of Town, and the Chief Justice lives at New York:
the Secretary of the Treasury ana the Secretary at War are here; these gentlemen
consider your Lordship's late speech to the Indians and the disclosure of it, as

marking a very friendly disposition towards this country.

I have, &c.,

GEO. BECKWITH.
The Right Hon.

Lord Dorchester.





STATE PAPBES.

Correspondence with General Murray—1761-1763.

1760.

December 3,

Quebec.

1761.

January 28,

Quebec.

May 13,

Quebec.

Jnly 14,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

Sei)tember 20,

Quebec.

October 4,

Three Rivers.

October 15,

<2uebec.

Q. 1.

General Murray to Pitt. Arrival of Col. Maitland. Yessel with
clothing for 10 regiments and one with coal have arrived ; the rest of

the conVoy have got into Halifax. Thanks for promotion ; everything
in this Govei-nment as he (Pitt) could wish; the nuns have never been
80 comfortable; the inhabitants enjoying justice and freedom; the

troops well lodged and healthy. Page 1

The same to the same. News received of the King's death (George
II). The new King proclaimed to-day. John Collins, master of a New-
port schooner, arrested for the murder of two Indians at Tadousac, the

matter settled by the medium of the Hurons. The Indians send sub-

mission and hope to be protected as subjects, and to be defended from
the insults of ships' crews. The misery of the Canadians ; the officers

and merchants have collected nearly £600, and the soldiers have contri-

buted a day's provisions a month to feed the most wretched. Still

dreads famine and has asked help from Gage, whose Government has
suifered less than that of Quebec. 3
The same to the same. Sends sketch of the survey of Canada; ex-

pects it to be finished by August ; has undertaken to take possession of

the Chaudi^re River and its communications with the Kennebec; also

of the St. John River, which empties into the Bay of Fundy and com-/
municates with the St. Lawrence. lias sent account of the revenues to

the Duke of Newcastle ; recommends Cramah^ for the office of Sec-

retary. 6

The same to the same. With duplicates of letters, supposed to be
captured in one of the New York packets. 8

The same to the same. Sends return of French and Canadian inhabit-

ants in the Government of Quebec; there are at least 10,DOC fewer than
in 1759. Has not yet been able to take an account of the Indians

;

hopes to do so soon. The survey of the Chaudi^re to the Kennebec and
to Fort Halifax is far advanced ; shall take that of the River St. John
and the communication from it to the St. Lawrence. 9

Return of the number of souls in the several parishes belonging to

the Government of Quebec. 14
Murray to the Duke of Newcastle. Sends returns of the duty and

quantity of spirits entered, &c.; the quantity of British brandy im-
ported; the encoui-agement to promote this trade; means to prevent
the importation of French and Spanish brandy. Captured brandy from
Gibraltar admitted, that being a lawful prize. Sends returns of brandy
seized, suggesting that sufferers from the seizures may be shown some
indulgence. The lenity he himself has shown. 11
The same to Lieut.-Governor Belcher, Nova Scotia. The number of

Acadians about Restigouche is fewer than he expected, owing to many
having gone to Beaus^jour and Louisbourg. Amherst's designs to re-

move them to the upper part of Canada. The impolicy of settling them
in Nova Scotia. 37
Burton to Pitt. On the King's approaching marriage which he has

officially announced in his Government. 16
Murray to the same. On the same subject. 17

6a—

1
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1761.
November 2,

Three Rivers.

1762.

March 8,

Quebec.

March 25,

Halifax.

June 7,

Quebec.

September 7,

Quebec.

September 7,

Quebec.

Septerater i),

Quebec.

October 6,

Montreal.

1763.

January 17,

(Quebec.

February 12,

Montreal.

Burton to Pitt. Has published the news of the reduction of
Pondicheriy and the victory in Germany. Page 18

Murray to the Earl of Egremont. Eecommending the claims of the

ladies of the General Hospital, to whom the French King owes a large

sum. Statement showing the receipts and expenditure of the hospital,

and memorial, signed by the superior, are annexed. 19

Belcher and Col. Foster to Murray. Agree in the opinion that the

Acadians should be settled in the distant precincts of Canada, if they
should be permitted at all to remain in America. 39
Murray to Egremont. Has sent a statement of the Government of

Canada whilst in possession of France, pointing out the errors of admin-
istration, but abstains from recommending any specific change; the
people are not ripe for the same form as in the other Colonies ; want of

money; recommends a currency of paper bills; one of the first objects

should be the rebuilding the great church, seminarj'-, &c., and advances
might be made to the worthy and industrious, to enable them to resume
business. How the plan might be carried out. The thankfulness and
good conduct of the Canadians. Recommends the case ofM. Raby, pilot

of the fleet in 1759. Transmits letter from Governor Belcher ; is afraid

all the Acadians cannot be brought up this year. It does not seem
right that either Acadians or Canadians should settle in the Gulph, as,

if any of the islands are ceded to France, the risk would be great of an
illicit trade. Respecting repairs to the castle of St. Louis and the Inten-

dant's palace. 23
Two addresses (in French) enclosed in the letter, both of same date,

(Tth June) ; one from the principal inhabitants and the other from the

clergy, both professing gratitude and submission to His Majesty's

govei-nment and also Raby's memorial. 31-33-35

Murray to Egremont. Hocquart's claim to land in the Gulph of St.

Lawrence below Anticosti ; invalidity of his title ; what had been done
to lease it to M. Lafontaine, &c. 41
A note b}'- Hocquart respecting his title enclosed. 44
Murray to Egremont. Entering confidentially into the subject of the

claims of Hocquart and others to lands, which could easily be trumped
up and the danger of recognising them should liberty to dry and cure
fish in the Gulph be granted to the French. The services rendered by
Lafontaine. The lesson to be learned by late events .at Newfound-
land. 45
Same to the same. Sends duplicates and a survey of Canada ; with

a list of Canadians supposed to be in the prisons of Great Britain and
L'eland, recommending that the j^rayers of their families for their return

be attended to. Canadian passengers by the fleet ordered to i-eport to

His Lordship. The case of Mr. Charest. 48
List of prisoners follows. 50
Gage to Egremont. Has received news of the birth of the Prince of

Wales. 55

Mun-ay to the same. Sending addresses on the birth of the Prince of
Wales. 50
The addresses follow. From the inhabitants of Quebec (French) (pp.

57, 59). From British merchaiits and traders (pp. 60, 62).

Gage to Egremont. The preliminary articles of peace received and
published. The dejection of the Canadians at the apprehended loss of

their paper money ; they desire the royal protection for which memo-
rial is enclosed. ,64

Petition from the French inhabitants of Montreal, concerning their

paper money and their merchandise in France. 67-72
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1763.

February 24,

Quebec.

February 25,

Quebec.

March 25,

Three Rivers.

May 21,

Whitehall.

May 21,

Three Rivers,

May 23,

Montreal.

June 10,

Quebec.

June 27,

Quebec.

Murray to Egremont. Had received and published the proclaniation

for a cessation of arms. Page 75
The same to the same. Information of the situation of the Canadians

with respect to their paper money, and pi-oposing a plan for paying it

by an issue of new paper on Government security, together with a tax
for extinguishing it

;
proposal to allow the importation of their mer-

chandise lying in France, alleged to be pui'chased before 1759. His
opinion that spirituous liquors and French wines might be allowed in

Canada, under proper restrictions and liable to certain duties. 7t)

Burton to the same. Proclamation for a cessation of arms received
and published. 91
Egremont to Murray. The King has graciously received the addresses.

His Majesty will do his utmost to obtain effectual execution of the stipu-

lation in the articles of peace, for ihe payments due to Canadians by the
French Crown. With ever}^ desire to conciliate the new subjects care
must be taken not to encourage the hope that importations from France
will be allowed. 87

Letter to Cxage, Montreal, of the same date, is in similar terms. 89
Burton to Egremont. Treaty of peace received and published. 98
A similar report from Gage, dated 28rd May. 95
Address (in French) from the citizens of Montreal, on the completion

of peace and praying for the royal protection. 97
Murray to Egremont. Transmitting an address from the French

merchants and inhabitants of the town and Government of Quebec to

General Murray, with a mandate from the Vicar-General to the inhabi-

tants of Canada. 99
Address expressing the gratitude, submission and fidelity of the in-

habitants, &c. 100
Mandate by the Vicar-General, recommending submission and fidelity

to the British Government. 103
Murray to Egremont. That he had referred the affair of Mackenzie

J'uly .31,

Montreal.

July 31,

Three Rivers.

August 2,

Quebec.

August 5,

Whitehall.

and Crockat to a board of merchants and encloses their report. 139
Wan-ant appointing the Board. 141
Report of a minority. 143
Report of the majority. 145
Gage to Egremont. Has duly issued the proclamation of peace. The

satisfaction of the Canadians at the care taken of their interests. Has
advised the merchants to sell the goods in F'rance, which wei-e purchased
before the Conquest. Refers to barbarities committed by the Indians, but
those in this Government well disposed. Had received from M. La Corne,
Abbd de I'Etoile, copy of the memorial sent to the King proposing cer-

tain regulations for the better government of the Romish Church in

Canada, but he was not employed by the Canadians to act on their be-

half, and they knew nothing of his designs till he wiote to his rela.

tions. 151
Burton to the same. The proclamation of peace has been published

throughout his government. 154
Murray to the same. The proclamation of peace has been published;

ti-ansmits an address from the British merchants.
'

155
Lords of Trade to the same. Transmitting the representation respect-

ing the lands assigned to the government of Canada. 109
The representation of same date, concerning the lands to be reserved

for the Indians; proposing that a commission under the Great Seal be
given to the Commander-in-Chief for the government of that country;
objections to annexing the Indian lands to any province as that might-
obstruct the freedom of the Indian trade, and proposing an immediate
proclamation concez*ning them. 110

6a—1^
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1763.

August 13,

Whitehall.

August 13,

Whitehall.

August 28,

Montreal.

Egremont to Murray, That he has been appointed to the govern-

ment ofCanada, over which he has so long presided with applause ; His
Majesty has reason to suspect that the French may be disposed to avail

themselves of the liberty of the Catholic religion granted to the inhabi-

tants, to keep up their connection with France, and to induce them to

join for the recovery of the country. The priests must, therefore, be

narrowly watched, and any who meddle in civil matters be removed.
Whilst there is no thought of restraining the new subjects in the exer-

cise of their religion according to the rites of the Eomish Church, the

condition is as far as the laws of Great Britain permit, which can only

admit of toleration, the matter being clearly understood in the negoti-

ation for the definitive treaty of peace, the French Ministers proposing

to insert the words comme ei devant, and did not give up the point until

they wei-e plainly told it would be deceiving them to insert these words.

He is, however, to avoid everything that can give the least unnecessary
alarm or disgust to the new subjects. The greatest cave must be used

against the priest Le Loutre, should he return to Canada, where he is not

to be allowed to remain, and every priest coming to Canada must appear

before the Governor for examination and to take the oath of allegiance.

Transmits memorial from the Marchioness cle EigaudYaudreuil, respect-

ing lands claimed by her in Upper Canada, to be examined and reported

on. Acknowledges receipt of addiesses which have been laid before the

King. Page UY
The patent dated at Versailles, 15th January, 1*760, confirming the

gi'ant of lands referred to (p. 124) and memorial from the Marquis (p.

127), both enclosed to Murray on the 13th August, 1763,

Egremont to Murray (separate). He is to be on his guard with

respect to the conduct of Abbd Lacorue, Dean of the Chapter of Quebec,

who, according to papers transmitted, had been trying whilst in Britain

to set on foot negotiations to establish rules for exercising the Catholic

religion in Canada, in which he was supported by the French Ambassa-
dor, who urged that he (Egremont) should confer with Lacorne, a

request that was constantly refused ; he would neither see, nor enter

into any discussion with him, stating that the Fiench King had no right

to interfere between His Britannic Majesty and the new subjects.

Should there be reason to suspect him of interfering in civil or political

matters, he is to be warned in clear terms to confine himself to the

duties of his station in the Church. If he confine himself to the duties

of his office, he is to be treated with that civility and respect due to

persons of his order and charactei*. 129

The document enclosed (in French) from the Dean of the Chapter of

Quebec, containing a proposal that the Chapter be allowed to select a

bishop and that he be supported by a tax on Eoman Catholics or by an
allowance from the duties collected on imports. 133

Letter transmitting the memorial and asking for a speedy answer. 137

Gage to Egremont, The steps taken to ascertain the amount of paper

money in Canada; the account of it is sent by Lieut. Ellis. The same
steps have been taken at Three Rivers and Quebec, The loss of Michilli-

makinak by surprise; the efforts of the friendly Indians, The officers,

soldiers and traders, escorted to Mojitreal by the Ottawas. The fuiy of

the savages had fallen only on the British soldiers and traders. The
Canadians and their goods were not injui-ed, so that he suspected collu-

sion, but cannot discover any formed scheme. The belief of the Indians

that the Spanish and French are coming to retake the country. The
little confidence the Canadians have in the stories told by the French.

Has stopped all trade by the Ottawa and all supplies to the Indians till
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17<53.

August 30,

Three Rivers.

No date.
(August)
Montreal.

September 12,

St. James.

September 27,

Quebec.

September (?),

Quebec.

October 3,

Queljec.

October 23,

Quebec.

Michillimakinak is regarrisoned. Believes that this will turn the other
Indians against those concerned in the late insurrection. Page 208
Burton to Egremont. Has had an account taken of the paper money

in the Government of Three Eivers, of which he sends statement, and
memorial from the holders. 217
Account follows. The certificate signed by Louis Perrault shows the

amount to be :

—

Ordonnances 1,462,883 (

Cartes 71,670 13 6

Certificats 100,936 18 5

Lettres de change 99,880 5

1,735,370 16 11 219
The memorial, or petition (in French) by the Inhabitants of Three

Elvers respecting their paper money. 221
Letter (in French) from the principal inhabitants of Montreal to

p]greniont, respecting their paper money. 214

Loi-d Halifax to Murray. Transmitting duplicates ofLord Egremont's
dispatch of the 13th August last. 150
Murray to Egremont. The distribution of custom houses in America

;

smuggling can be checked only by the use of ships of war. The necess-

ity for cutters and shallops to cruise in the St, Lawrence to prevent
smuggling from Miquelon and St. Pierre, which are full of Frensh goods
that can be poured into Canada by shallops, running into shallow bays
which cannot be leached by ships or even cutters. Boats drawing
little water should be employed, manned from the crews of the King's
ships. Power should also be given to examine all the fishing posts, as

they will otherwise become magazines of French goods. The want of
an Admiralty Coui-t, so that there is no power to condemn vessels

seized for smuggling. Details of his attempt to arrest smugglers. 156
Charette (deputed by the French inhabitants of Canada to Halifax

(in French), praying fcr the appointment of a bishop and for the con-

tinuance of their seminaries and religious houses. 224
Enclosed. Addresses of the Fi-ench inhabitants cf Quebec. 229
Address of the Chapter of Quebec. 234
Address of the French inhabitants of Montreal. 239
Address of the French inhabitants of Thi-ee Elvers. 243
Address of the French inhabitants of Quebec on the appointment of

General Murray, which is in accordance with their wishes. 248
Murray to Egremont. Account of the mutiny of the garrison on

account of the charge for rations;, how the mutiny was quelled. 162
The obnoxious order respecting rations follows. 169
Murray to Halifax. Thanks for his appointment. The fears of the

French inhabitants as to the future of their Church have led them to

depute M. Charest to represent their case ; his good character. Could
some means be devised of educating Canadian youth to the priesthood,

they might without i-eluctance part with the hierarchy, and he proposes
that after young men were educated at the Seminary they might be sent,

at the public expense, to the dominion of some friendly power to be
ordained. The Jesuits, who are few in number, could be provided for

by a pension ; their estates could be put under proper management and
their lands leased to English farmers, to introduce a better kind of

husbandry. The Seminary of Montreal, which is part of that of Paris,

might be compelled to sell all its effects, or to break off with the Semi-
nary in Paris and unite with the Seminary of Quebec. The government
of the Church should be in the hands of three vicars-general ; one to bo
appointed superior of the Seminary. Should Le Loutre come within
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1763.

October 2.S,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

November 12,

St. James'.

November 12,

St. James'.

November 12,

S%. James'.

Novenjber 12,

St. James'.

Novemlier 12,

St. James'.

December 9,

St. James'.

reach, ho shall be looked aftei-. The hope of procuring a mitre, and
not any extraordinary zeal for religion, was La Corne's motive for coming
to London. As he has been disappointed it is not likely he will return

to Canada, unless sent by the French court to serve its own private

purposes. M. Montgolficr is here on the same errand. 251
Enclosed. Extiact of a letter, from Murray to Lord Shelburne,

pointing out the reasons that render La Corne unfit to be at the head of
the clergy in Canada and i-ecommending M. Briand. 258
An extract from another letter to Lord Shelburne, dated 14th Sept-

ember, 17(53, pointing out the unfitness of M. Montgolfier to be at the
head of the clerg}^ for reasons given. 260
De la Fontaine to the Secretaiy of State (in French). Complains of

the injustice done to him and his family by Murray taking possession of
his property at Mingan, and a.sks for redress. 186

Enclosed. Letter from Panet, notary, respecting the lease of the post

of Mingan. 190
Copies of the titles of the Mingan Islands, lOth March, 1679 (in

French) 191

Memorial (in French) to justify the possession by the heirs of Bissot

and Joliet of the post of Mingan, on the mainland of the North Shore
of the St. Lawrence. 195
Memorial (in French) respecting the Mingan Islands. 201
Petition (in French) from the Jesuits in Canada, praying to be main-

tained in the enjoyment of their posi^essions and privileges. 262
Halifax to Murray. Letters to the late Earl of Egremont received.

Cutters and shallops will be employed to prevent smuggling and a court

constituted to try offenders. The King's approbation of his conduct in

quelling the late mutiny of the ti-oops. 172
The same to the Governor of Quebec. It is reported that persons em-

ployed by the French Government are purchasing paper money at a low
price. As this is against the interests of the new subjects, he is to make
inquiry as to the truth of the report and the extent of the purchases.

He (Halifax) and the British Ambassador at Paris are exerting every
endeavour to obtain an exact performance of the stipulation respecting

the paper money. To report on de Lory's claim for the rent of a house
in Quebec, belonging to him. .175

The same to Murray. Recommends that Mr. Crockat and his agent,

Mr. Harrison, have every assistance to obtain a settlement of his claim
on McKenzie & Oakes. 178
A similar letter of same date, to the Lieut.-Governor of Montreal. 180

Halifax to Gage. Desiring to know if he declines the appointment
of Lieut.-Govei-nor of Montreal, so that, if so, another may be appointed
to provide for the administration of its civil government. 182
The same to Burton. Should Gage not accept the Lieut-Governorship,

of Montj-eal, it is intended to appoint him (Burton). Desires to know
his wisties. 183

The same to Murray. To ascertain the amount of paper money in

Canada so as to enable a demand for it to be made on France. A pro-

clamation to be issued, calling for a return in the three Governments.
A i-eturn is also to be made of the paper money sold, the price obtained,

&c. 184
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Correspondence with General Murray—1164-1765.

17G4.

.January 5,

St. .lames'.

January 14,

St. James'.

January 14,

St. James'.

February 13,

Quebec.

February 13,

Quebec.

February 21,

Montreal.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 16,

Quebec.

February 19,

Quebec.

March 5,

Quebec.

Q. 2.

Halifax to the Lords ofTrade. Directing them to transmit to Governor
Murray M. de la Fontaine's memorials with directions to him to return

his answer to every particular complaint and to permit M. de la Fontaine
to examine witnesses upon oath before a magistrate in support of his

charges. Page 1

The same to Burton. Had received his report and recapitulation of
paper money at Three Rivers, but desires him to send an exact account
of what is in possession of each individual, so as to have the claim
settled by the French Government. 3
The same to Murray. In answer to the complaint of the Count de

Guerchy of exorbitant rates being charged to French passengers, he is

to take measui-es to prevent more being charged to them than to other
passengers. The complaint of obstructing the Canadians from returning
to France has been received with surprise, as theie was no indication of

it either in public or private letters, and seems to be made as a pretext
for sending French ships to Quebec. Desires to know whether many of
the French inhabitants wish to leave the Province, so as to ascertain if

it be necessary to send ships for their removal. The addresses respect-

ing the mode and degree of tolerating the Roman Catholic religion in

Canada, brought by Mr. Charest, are under considei-ation. 5
Muriay to Halifax. Transmits documents relative to the transactions

between Crockat and McKenzie & Cakes. They have since come to

an anangement. 14
Enclosed copy of letter to Egremont, 27th June, 1763. 16

Appointment of arbitrators, let June, 1763. 18
Reports (2) of arbitrators. 20-21

Fuither refei-ence, report and order. 25-27-29

Murray to Halifax. Acknowledging receipt of His Majesty's
approbation of the conduct of him and his officers during the late

mutiny. 12

Burton to the same. Asking leave to resign the Governorship of
Three Rivers, to return to Europe. 91
Murray to the same. Gives an account of ti-ansactions in Canadian

bills ; sends an account of paper money in the Quebec district; the lists

from Montreal and Three Rivers shall be sent when received. Who are
concerned in the traffic of purchasing these bills. Cannot find that the
French ministiy have any hand in the business. The complaint of M.
de L^ry about insufficient rent for his house is groundless. 32

Enclosed. Extract (in French) from the Registrar of the Conseil d'Etat
respecting papet money. 38
Proclamation by Mui-ray respecting paper money. 43 47
Memorial of merchants of Quebec respecting their settlements for

seal and whale fisheries on the coast of Labrador, the River St. John
having been made the boundary of the Province on the north shore of
the St. Lawrence. 49
Murray to Halifax. Enclosing petition and certificate, that H.

Cramah^ be appointed agent in London for the Province. 81
Petitition from proprietors and traders, Quebec (in English.) 84
Certificate from French inhabitants that they had chosen Mr.

Cramah^ as their agent in London. 87

Murray to Halifax. Returns ordered of all paper money in the
possession of old and new subjects. The commander in chief has made
a requisition for 300 Canadians to serve next campaign. Sends copies
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1764.

March 9,

Quebec.

April 14,

QueV>ec.

April 18,

Three Rivers.

April 24,

Quebec.

of all the letters that have passed on the subject. Hopes to prevent his

neighbours (the Lieutenant Governors of Three Eivers and Montreal)
from making a draught; the men should be raised by volunteering and
be dismissed early in the autumn. Page 54

Enclosed. Proclamation (in French) to raise Canadian troops to

serve against the I ndians.
*

5Y
Copy of oath (in French) to be taken by volunteers. 60

Letter on the subject from Gage to Murray dated New York, 12th

February, 1764.
^

61

Answer by Murray to Gage, with reasons why the Canadians should

be allowed to volunteer. Quebec, 5th March, 1764. 65

Copy of letter from Burton to Murray on the subject, dated Montreal,

2nd March, 1764. 69

Murray to Burton, Quebec, 6th March, 1764. 72

Haldimand to Murray, Three Eivers, 3rd March, 1764, that he will^

set about raising the corps wanted. 75
Murray to Haldimand, Quebec, 6th March, 1764, enclosing the pro-

clamation he has issued ; he wishes that all should be raised according

to the terms therein mentioned. , 76

Murray to Halifax. The advantage of peace with the Indians

;

the Canadians settled on the reserve lands should be provided with

lands in room of those they must leave. They should be settled in the

Province and assisted with money and materials towards building their

houses and stocking their lands. The good effect this would have on

the Canadians already settled in the Province of Quebec. 78

The same to the same. Believes that Count de Guerchy's complaint

of over charge for passages by ships for Europe is unfounded. Several

French and Canadians left last summer, but he heard no complaint of any
over charge. Very few will be leaving this year. The suspicion of the

designs of the French to send ships appears to be just. The charge

about the size of vessels in the trade is not correct, and there were more
shipwrecks in the French time than have been since. He has not only

not obstructed emigration but has given every facility to those who wish

to go.
,

129-131

Haldimand to the same. That he has raised the 60 men required as

the quota from his Government tor the Canadian corpse. The difficulty

met with in regard to volunteering, as the Canadians, accustomed to be

ordered out, feared that by volunteering and accepting the bounty, they

would be enlisted for life. They were at last convinced, and all the men
raised have volunteered. The registry of the paper money is in pro-

gress. Little of it has been sent direct to France; any so disposed of

was sent chiefly through Quebec. Shall get a list of all persons desirous

of returning to France, but he does not believe it will exceed 20, per-

haps not 10. Is pleased that he can communicate direct with His Lord-

ship all matters relating to his Government. 97

Enclosed. Letter from Gage to Haldimand, dated New York, 12th

February, 1764, relative to raising a corps of Canadians. 101.

Murray to the Lords of Trade. Transmitting his answer to De La
Fontaine's accusations, and defending his course since he has been in

command of Quebec. lt)7

The answer (enclosed) gives the charge under four heads, to which

the answers are attached : 1. That 1 hindered the heirs of Bissot

and JoUiet to repair and settle the post of Mingan in 1761. 2, That

contrary to their inclination I made Mr, La Fontaine and Mr.

Tachet give a lease of the post of Mingan to Mr. Isbister. 3. That I

stripped him of his property and gave it to other people. 4. That when
he set forth his claims to the posts of Mingan and Mekatinat, I gave
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1764.

April 24,

Queljec.

May 3,

Montreal.

May 12,

St. James',

May 21,

St. James'.

June 9,

St. James'.

June 20,

Three Rivers.

July 14,

St. James'.

July 14,

St. James'.

August 10,

Quebec.

August 20,

Quebec.

him gross personal abuse and pushed my resentment so far, as to dis-

tress his family by taking away the Royal Pension from two of his daugh-
ters. The answers are in minute detail. Page 111

Murray to Halifax. Sending copy of his answer to the Lords of

Trade to M. de la Fontaine's complaint. A month additional has been
given to the people to register their paper money. The Canadian corps

left Montreal for Oswego on the 6th inst. The men were raised and
equipped in fourteen days, The number of people intending to leave

for France this summer will be very small, 104
Burton to the same. That the returns of paper money in Three

Elvers, sent in August 1763, were prepared by the inhabitants them-
selves. Sends the recapitulation of the paper money taken in July,

1768, which he trusts may be satisfactoi-y. 126

Recapitulation follows. 128
Halifax to Murray. That the Marquis de Yaudreuil is to be allowed

a further tei-m of one year (after the expiry of the eighteen months) to

dispose of his propertj^ in Canada. 8

By letter of same date other French subjects who have been unavoid-

ably absent from France are to be allowed the same extension of time.

They are Bois Hebert, Chabei't-Joncaire, St. Ours, Cadet, Godefroi de
Normanville, Monmidi, Dufy des Aulniers and Charest. 10

Halifax to the Lords of Trade, referring Murray's letter relative to

the Canadians settled in the lands reserved for the Indians, pro-

posing to provide for them in the Province of Quebec, in case they are

removed. 89

The same to Murray. That His Majesty has extended the time during
which properties could be sold in Canada by those desirous of leaving it,

for an additional year in favour of Sieurs Rochehlave and Perreau, for

reasons stated, 94
Haldimand to Halifax, Has sent the account of paper money in his

government, but some is not yet registered. The amount of that is

inconsiderable. The Canadians are so used to be deceived, that His
Majesty's protection will produce the greater sense of gratitude. There
are only five emigrants in this government for whom passages are

required, namely, two women, two children with one sei'vant. The
losses caused by the war begin to be repaired, and the cultiire of land
goes on with more assiduity than ever before. The advantage of having
settlers who have made agriculture their study, 135
Account of paper money in Three Rivers, 138
Halifax to Muri-ay. That Burton has been allowed to resign the

office of Lieutenant Governor of Three Rivers ; that office is not to be con-

tinued either there or in Montreal. When Burton leaves Montreal, the

command of the garrison is to devolve on the next in rank there. 132
The same to Burton. His resignation of the Lieutenant Governorship

is accepted and he is allowed to return to England. 134
Muri-ay to Halifax. Sending memorials from Mr. Thomas Marie

Cugnet, agent for the French India Company, and giving it as his

opinion that the company has no just claim to receive what is

demanded. 150
Accompanying documents. 152-153-156-163

Murray to Halifax, Neither the grant to Vaudreuil, nor that to

Hocquart, was registered, as required by the French law. The statement
ofpaper money tormerly sent was only to give an idea of the amount owing
by the French King ; the particulars are now transmitted. The registers

and bordereaux will be delivered by Grandidier. The difficulties in the

way of getting correct returns. 166
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1764.

August 21,

Quebec.

August 22,

Quebec.

October 10,

Montreal.

October 13,

Quebec.

October 15,

Quebec.

October 27,

St. James'.

October 28,

Quebec.

October 2!i,

Quebec.

General recapitulation of the paper money in the Province of
Quebec. Page 168
Murray to Halifax. Shall observe the orders to grant an extension

of time for disposing of their effects to the Marquis de Vaudreuil and
the others mentioned ; not more than 270 souls, men. women and children
will emigrate in consequence of the treaty of peace ; they are chiefly

officers and their families, and there are ships for six times the
number. 170-429
The same to the same. Transmitting memorial of John Malcolm,

master of the "Friends," of ill-usage he and his crew met with from the
French at Turk's Island (one of the Bahamas), and at Cape Frangois,

where he was plundered. 172
Memorial, depositions and other documents relating to the complaint,

173 to 200.

Burton to Halifax. Thanks for his resignation being accepted. The
appointment he has received as Brigadier-General has decided him to

remain in North America as long as he is employed, though the state of
his private affairs requires his presence in England. 204.

Return of legal instruments to be made use of in the Province of
Quebec, signed by Wm. Gregory, Chief Justice, and George Suckling,
Attorney General. 227.
Murray to Halifax. That since he received his commission as Civil

Governor, the Lieutenant Governors of Montreal and Three Rivers refuse

to acknowledge him as in command of the troops in their districts; the
inconveniences thence arising ; has corresponded with the commandei--
in-chief (Gage) ; sends copies, as it appears that Gage means to

divest him of all military command. The Province cannot bo governed
without a military force ; exclusive of the military there are not above
100 Protestants, and from these the magistracy must be composed.
What can such a magisti-acy do, unless the supreme magistrate has the
disposal of the military force ? The Canadians are to a man soldiers

and naturally conceive that he who commands the troops should govern.
States the extent to which he wishes to have the command, and that he
has no desire to interfere with the economy of the troops left to the
senior officers. 206.

Correspondence with Gage enclosed, and copy of Muriay's commission
as Governor of Quebec. 211 to 223.

Halifax to Murray. The claims of Joncaire Chabert for lands at Nia-
gara obtained by Indian grants are inadmissible. His conduct on
arrival is to be watched, and he is to be hindered from going among the
Indians, with whom his influence is hurtful. 139.

The petition (in French) of Joncaire Chabert, referred to, a copy being
sent to Gage and Murray. 142.

A petition to Lord Halifax praying that he lay the preceding
petition before the King. 149.

Murray to Halifax. Has not discovered smuggling of French goods
this summer; the vigilance of the ships of war has probably compelled
the smugglers from St. Pierre and Miquelon to land their goods 'on the

lower parts of the river, to be brought up by sleighs in winter. The
passengers by a ship from London that called at St. Pierre for water
report every house there full of merchandise. The P'rench fishing has
been unsuccessful, but they have bought from the New Englanders, pay-
ing in French goods, which no doubt will be run somewhere on the conti-

nent. 224.

The same to the Lords of Trade. The enclosures will show the neces-

sity of sending Cramah^ to London to give information, on matters for

which an immediate remedy seems necessary. Very little will satisfy
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1764.

October 29,

Quebec.

October 30
Quebec.

the new subjects, but nothing will satisfy the licentious fanatics, but the
expulsion of the Canadians, who are the bravest race on the globe, and if

indulged with a few privileges will become the most faithful men in this

American Empire. Flatters himself a remedy will be found and that
the establishment of Courts of Justice will be approved of; unless Cana-
dians are admitted to juries and have Judges and lawyers, who under-
stand their language. His Majesty will lose the greater part of this

valuable people. A Lieutenant Governor necessary at Montreal for reasons
given ; William and Alexander McKenzie and William G-raut are soliciting

their friends in London to get them appointed to the council. The first

is a notorious smuggler and turbulent man, the second a weak man of
little character, the third a conceited boy. Page 233

Besides the letter to the Lords of Trade there were also enclosed :

Charge to the Grand Jury at the Quarter Sessions held at Quebec, 1(5 th

October, 1764. 238
Presentment by the Grand Jury of Quebec at the same session. 242
The chairman (Mr. Girdley) in his answer to the presentment, says the

justices think it their duty to reject many of the articles as highly im-
proper, assuming and of the most pernicious tendency, and to mani-
fest to the public their disapprobation of the spirit and manner in which
the whole seems to be conceived. All those articles that can properly
be called " presentments," are already the subject of ordinances and aie
soon to be published. 251
The disavowal and remarks of the Canadian jurors (26th Octobei-)

on the presentment of the Grand Jurj'. 263
Complaint by Canadians of the presentment. 273
Ordinance for regulating, etc., courts of judicature. 281
Ordinance for regulating the currency (4th September, 1764). 2!>3

Ordinance 3rd October, of what shall be deemed a publication of the
ordinances.

^

298
List of the names of the Council and Justices of the Peace foi* the dis-

tricts of Quebec and Monti-eal. 300
The same in French. 302
Ordinance for the assize of Bread (in French, 321). 310
Ordinance for ratifying decrees of the Courts of Justice (in French,

326). 316
List of Protestant house keepers in Quebec (26th October, 1764). The

list has the following cej-tificate : "1 do certify that every Protestant
house keeper in the district of Quebec is included in this list, and that
to the best of my knowledge, there are not ten Protestant free holders in

the Province, consequently not ten Protestants qualified by the laws rf
England to be jurors. Ja. Murray. 332

List of Protestant house keepers in Montreal. 335
Murray to Halifax (private). Had received a severe check from the

Lords of Trade for not communicating what he had written to His Lord-
ship, relative to the Canadians settled at Detroit. Sends copy of his

letter of this date to their Lordships, which should be laid before His
Majesty. Introduces and highly recommends Cramah^. Sends the
model of a first-rate French ship of war, made by a Recollet. 230
Same to the same. The enclosures will show how impossible it

will be for him to execute His Majesty's commands unless orders are
sent to Gage and Burton not to interfere in the civil Government ; their

jealousy and pique at his appointment. The confusion in Montreal,
where the civil and military are inveterate enemies. The i-elaxation of

discipline to secure popularity with the troops. It will be better for

Burton and every one- else were he (Burton) removed. 337
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1764.

November 17,

<^uebec.

December 8,

St. James'.

1765.

January 12,

St. James'.

January 12,

St. James'.

March 2,

Quebec.

March 3,

Quebec.

March 3,

.
Quebec.

Enclosed. Murray to Burton (20th August, 1764) entreating him not

to allow traders to go up to the lands reserved for the Indians. Page 339
Copy of a pass by Burton (12th October, 1764) to a trader for the

reserved Indian lands. 341
Murray to Halifax. Transmitting address from the Canadian

subjects, repecting paper money. The Collector of Customs has seized

two ships for illicit trade, which have been condemned by the Yice-

Admiralty Court. (For date see p. 428). 348
Enclosed. Letter from Vaudreuil (in French) to the captains of the

parishes, re?<pecting the suspension of payment of paper money, and
when payment would be made. 350
Address of the Canadians to the King, expressing their anxiety on

account of the French King's arigt on the 29th June, 1764, excluding
from payment the paper money i-emaining in Canada. Implore protec-

tion and state their case. 352
Halifax to Murra3^ The registers and bordereaux of the paper money

received. These show a much larger amount than the statement pre-

viously sent, and as the claim was made on that and registered in France,

it may be difficult to get the additional amount admitted, but the

Ambassador shall be instructed to do his utmost to effect that. The
documents relating to the claim of the master of the "Friends" has
been sent to the Governor of Jamaica, who is to settle the accounts

with the French Governor of St. Domingo. 201

The same to the same. That no change is to be made in the plan for

the command of the troops in North America, but Burton has been
instructed not to interfere in civil affairs. 342
The same to Burton. His powers being entirely military, he is not to

interfere in the civil affairs of the Province. 344
Murray to Halifax. Chabert shall be carefully looked after when he

reaches the Province. He had great influence with the Indians when
supported by the French Government. Sends copy of letter to the

Lords of Trade. Nothing new about contraband trade; the schooners

will be ready to sail when tiie river is clear, and he flatters himself will

frustrate the view? of the smugglers. - 396
The same to the same, recommending the nuns of the General Hospital

to His Majesty's protection. 367
Enclosed. Petition (in French) from the nuns, praying that their

claims on the French Government may be presented for settlement. 368
Statement of sums which they have been obliged to pay for provisions,

&c., for the French troops (officers, soldiers and sailors taken into the

Hospital), for which they were responsible, although they were obtained

for the service of the King of France. 370
Memorinl (in French) from the nuns, stating their claims upon the

Court of France and their distressed situation. 372
Murray to the Lords of Tiade. The few British traders, out of

humour, because he would not make them magistrates, nor allow them
to oppress the new subjects, continue to display all the malice the most
bitter rancour can dictate. As their private motives are known, their

impertinence is received here with indifference. The difficulty of

establishing English laws for reasons stated. The contempt of the

military for the traders, and the mean character of the latter. The chief

Judge and Attorney-General are both ignorant of the language of the

natives, are needy and though good lawyers and men of integi-ity,|are

ignorant of the world. Burton's dissatisfaction at being left to command
a few troops, where he had long governed without control, and the

military do not relish the new courts, "as the magistrates are composed
of the merchants they despise. Details of the disputes in Montreal, The
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1765.

Alarch 9,

St. James',

March 23,

St. James',

April 28,

^Montreal.

May 1,

Quebec.

June 10,

St. James',

June 24,

Quebec.

quarrel arising out of billeting ; arrest by the magistrates of Capt.
Fraser, outrage on "Walker and the proceedings to ascertain the offenders.

The threatened mutiny in the 28th Eegiment ; and the steps taken to

avert it. Immediately after he (Murray) had left Montreal, the heart-

burning between the soldiers and merchants broke out, and a body of the
28th attacked the gaol and released their comrades. Skene with the
picket pursued the mutineers and brought back the prisoners, who were,
however, again taken out that night; these were found at Chambl}^ and
put in charge of the commanding officer, who delivered them at Quebec.
Had tried but ineffectualty to have the ringleadeis discovered and tried

by a court martial ; the civil magistrates have taken up the case. Cannot,
for want of assistants, send copies of the Fi-ench King's grants. The
improper appointments made to important offices in the Province. Is

anxious to know the decisions on the complaints of Lafontaine respecting
the rum duties, and how government is to be carried on without a
shilling. Is not anxious about his own salary, but the indigence of the
judge and other officers is alarming and hurtful to the public. Page 37*7

Halifax to Murray. The British Ambassador at Paris leports that a
ship of 22 guns was built for the French service at Montreal, since the
peace ; that she was named the Marquis de L^vi by the Governor^ and
brought 120 passengers to Eochelle. Desires to have a report on the
subject. . 346
The same to the same. The 52nd Eegiment to relieve the 44th, which

is to retui-n to Ireland. Undated letters with address, &c., respecting
paper money received. 357

Burton to Halifax. That he is gratified to learn that he is to confine

himself to his military duties, and not to interfere with the civil govern-
ment ; shall strictly comply with orders to that effect. 422
M^moire (in French) by the principal ofthe new subjects of the Province

of Quebec concerning the present state and abilities of that Province.

The statement occupies 28 pages ; summarised, it states the amount of the

imports and exports from 1749 to 1755. The exports in these years did
not pay above one-third of the impoi-ts and the overplus was furnished

by the pay of the troops. (For annual imports and exports, totals, see

page 437). Since the peace, the imports ai-e not less than 4 millions of

livres, the exports only 1,500,000 and the pay of the troops there not
above 700,000 livres, so that allowing 200,000 for their internal circula-

tion thei-e is an annual debt upon the inhabitants of 2,000,000 livres, for

commodities imported, which must ruin the colony unless prevented by
assistance from Great Britain. Two methods are proposed : To station

a sufficient number of troops there, or to build frigates and other vessels

at the annual expense of 3,000,000 livres, to be issued in bills or paper
money, on the credit of the Government, payable in London. 434

Halifax to the Lords of Trade. Transmitting two petitions, one from
merchants of Quebec complaining of grievances ; the other in support of

it, from merchants in London, for examination and report. 359
Enclosrd. Petition from the British merchants and traders of Quebec,

complaining of Murray and praying for his recall. 361
Petition from the merchants of London. 398
Murray to Halifax. Will comply with the Treasury minute, but is at

a loss to know how the Government is to be carried on without money.
Has sent an account of the quai-rels between the troops and inhabit-

ants of Montreal ; suggests a change in all the regiments, and barracks
to be built for the troops. Will carry out orders about the 44th and 52nd
Eegiments. The difficulties. Explanations respecting the ship called

"Marquis de Levy," regarding which he had written to His Lordship at

the time (see p. 129) the vessel is now engaged in the French Guinea
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1765.

October 24,

St. James'.

November 9,

St. James'.

December 5,

St. James'.

No date.

trade. Chabert had ari-ived and wished to go to Niagara but was con-

vinced of the impropriety of such a journey. Arrival of Mr. Stuart,

Surveyor-General of Customs. Page 424
H. S. Conway to Murray. In consequence of representations of the

disorders that exist in the Province, he is to prepare to return to give
an account of the state of the Province and causes of disorders, &c., but
not to leave till further orders and till a proper person be fixed on to take
his place during his absence. His Majesty's displeasure at the present-

ment of the grand juiy. 464
The same to the same. Directing him in case Serjeant Mee and John

Clerk should be tried and condemned for shooting a deserter, who had
made his escape, if the case be as favourable as represented to grant His
majesty's free pardon ; if otherwise to respite them till His Majesty's

pleasure be known. 467
The same to the same. In conformity to Order in Council, he is to

exert himself strenuousl}' to discover the assailants of Thomas Walker,
Montreal. 471
Order in Council, dated 22nd November, enclosed. 472
Memorial of the Court of France to justify the i-eduction of the Cana-

dian paper money, with answer on the part of the Court of Gfreat

Britain (both in French). The reasons given to justify the i-eduction

are: 1. The discredit into which the paper had fallen. 2. The high
price of necessaries in 1759. 3, The letters of exchange given before

1759 were paid in part. 4, The ordinnances and billets are only such as

were issued after the last delivery of letters of exchange. 5. The re-

tailers and merchants purchased these ordinances at 80 or 90 per cent,

discount. The answers: 1. The Court of France being the author and
cause of the discredit have no title to be benefited by it. 2. In 1759, the

prices for the King were fixed by the Intendant at a lower rate than
necessaries were sold in the Colony. 3. Xo reasons are given why the

letters anterior to 1759 are not entitled to complete pa3-ment. 4. Ordin-

ances and billets of an old date were the circulating currency of the

country. 5. The Court of France is responsible for the full value, what-
ever they may have been purchased for. 402

Correspondence with the English Ministry. 1766.

June 24,

Quebec.

1760.

February 3,

Quebec.

Q. 3.

Murray to the Lords of Trade (extract). Reports the insolent be-

haviour of Walker and his general conduct as sufficient reasons for the

Council dismissing him fi-om the magistracy. Page 29

The same to the same. Enclosing letter from Captain Garden, that when
everything had been ready to receive the troops the barracks were
burned and all the stores. Is sorry he has to trouble their Lordships
with so many enclosures, but it is the only way to convey the intelli-

gence. Walker has made the people believe that it is through his influ-

ence he (Mui-ray) has been recalled. Walker is taking uncommon
liberties with Lord Dartmouth's name. It is ridiculous to men of sense,

but does what may be irreparable mischief in a colony constituted as

this is. Walker alleges he is protected by the King's servants in spurn-

ing every ordinance of the civil government of the Pi'ovince. The
necessity of providing for the accommodation of the troop-*, &c. 122

Garden's letter, 2nd Janua'y, concerning the fire, which apparently

was of an incendiary origin. What arrangements can be made for

housing the troops. 125
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1766.

February 5,

St. James'.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 17,

St. James'.

February 17,

Quebec.

March fi,

St. James'.

March 18,

St. James'.

March 27,

St. James'.

Murray to Garden, 12th Januar5^ That he has written toEouvilleto
assemble the inhabitants to try if they will aid in accommodating the

troops, &c. Page 127
Murray to Eouville, referred to above, of same date (in French). 129
Murray to Mgr. Montgolfier, on the same subject, same date (in

French). 131

To the Justices, same date. 132
Eouville to Murray (in French), 22nd January. Account of the dis-

orderly proceedings at the meeting called to consider the question of
accommodating the troops. 133
Garden to Murray, 23rd January. With an account of the meeting

;

those present refused to give any opinion on what was proposed. Has
been round the inhabitants and succeeded in getting them to keep the
men till the first of May. A violent shock of earthquake this

morning. 138
There is further correspondence on the same subject from the 30th

January to the 2nd February (140 to 159), followed by the resolutions

of the Gouncil on the subject of billetting troops, passed in September,
1765, in terms of the Act of Parliament, with insti-uctions to provide
for the soldiers by hiring houses and appointing Gaptain Garden to carry
out these instructions (160 to 170).

Enclosed in letter from the Lords ofTrade of 16th May, 1766. 140 to 170.

Ofiicial to Chief Justice Gregory. That in consequence of his conduct,
His Majesty has no more occasion for his services as Ghief Justice of
Quebec, and that Mr. Hey is appointed to succeed him. 1

Murray to Gonway. That His Majesty's subjects in this Province
have not followed the example of the neighbouring Colonics, but have
cheerfully submitted to the authority of the British legislature. Has
published the greater part of the circular, which will show that by sub-
missive remonstrances, grievances are not only redressed but favours
obtained. Is pleased to be ordered to England to give an account of his

government. He believes the disorders will be cured by the salutary
letter disapproving of the Grand Jury's proceedings, and the resolution to

remove all grievances that may be justly complained of. Mee and
Glarke were tried for the murder of the deserter and both acquitted.

Has applied for leave to Gol. Irving of the 15th, and Gapt. Skene of the
28th, to come with him to clear up some points, of which he is to give
an account. 26

OflScial to the Governor at Quebec. That Hey is appointed Ghief
Justice in room of Gregory, and is to be invested with the office. 2
Murray to Gonway. Transmitting the papers respecting the case of

John Barry, a private soldier, convicted for the murder of a female
child. It appearing to him that Barry had no intention to kill the child,

has granted a reprieve and recommends him to mercy. 30
Enclosed. Eeport of the conviction. 31
Petition of Barry stating the circumstances. 32
Petition referred to the Chief Justice. 34
Summary of the evidence. 35
Note by the Ghief Justice on the case. 40
Official to George Suckling. That there being no fui'ther occasion for

his services as Attorney-General, Mr. Maseres is appointed to succeed
him. 3
Gonway to Goveraor of Quebec. That Francis Maseres is ap-

pointed Attorney General in place of George Suckling. 4
The same to Murray and to the Lieut. Governor of Montreal.

Directing that Mr. Walker, of Montreal, be immediately restored and
put into the Commission of the Peace, that he be protected by the
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1766.

March 27,

St. James'.

March 31,

St. James',

March 31,

Quebec.

April 1,

St. James',

April 18,

Montreal.

April (?),

Quebec.

May 16,

Whitehall.

Government and supported in the unmolested pursuit of trade, and
observing with extreme concern that the conduct of some gentle-

men of the army has given suspicion of their being concerned in

the attempt on Mr. Walker. Page 5

Conway to the Governors of Michilimakinak and Detroit, directing

that within their districts Mr. Walker may have every countenance and
protection in the pursuit of his trade ; complaints have been insinuated

of unfair advantages taken by the commandants at the posts in the

Indian country ; such practices are both unjust in themselves and un-

suitable to His Majesty's intentions. 9

The same to Murray. Sends copy of convention respecting the
paper money of Canada. It is only intended for the benefit of the

real subjects of the Crown of Gre.at Britain, and care must be exer-

cised that no advantage is takea by French subjects of the conven-

tion, by underhand dealings and importing the paper money to

defraud the French Government. 11

Muri-ay to Conway. That the orders relative to the assailants

of Walker shall- be strenuously put in execution, but nothing has

hitherto been wanting to discover and bring them to punishment.

If Coleman and McLaughlan could be laid hold of, they might
turn King's evidence. The 28th under orders to leave. The impos-
sibility of doing more foi- discovery. The slight punishment to

Hamilton, who was convicted, cannot be justified. 41

Enclosed : Deposition of Thomas Parry, soldier in the 28th, taken

before the Governor and Committee of Council, on the 30th November,
1Y65, and continued on the 4th and 6th December. 43
Conway to Murray. That he is to return to England to give an ac-

count of his government, making over the charge, in the manner
prescribed by bis instructions, to the person who shall succeed him. 14

Address (in French) by the chiefs and warriors of Sault St. Louis
and Lake of Two Mountains to Burton on his leaving Montreal. 15

Memorial by the Seigniors of Quebec to the King. Expressing their

sense of the high qualities of Murray and praying that he be restored

to the government of Quebec. The address defends him against the

attacks made on his conduct and character. 17

Lords of Trade report on the state of the Province. The circum-

stances of most importance are : 1. The unsettled state of ecclesiastical

affairs and the complaints and representations of His Majesty's new
subjects on that head. 2, The defective and partial establishment of

judicature in respect to the courts of justice and their rules and forms of

proceeding. 3. The want of such a complete constitution of civil govern-

ment as may be competent to the forming those regulations essential to

the peace, happiness and welfare of the people, and the support of every
necessary establishment. On these and other points they have already

reported and now transmit letters, &c.,trom Murray with remarks; their

contents being chiefly in the military line are moi-e suited for the con-

sideration of other departments. 53

Enclosed. Letter from Murray to the Lords of Trade, dated Quebec,

23rd October, 1765, respecting the issue of impress warrants. 57

Burton to Murra}', Montreal, 20th February, 1765. For impress war-
rants for carriages for the King's service. 58
Opinion of Attorney-General Suckling, dated 25th February, 1765,

that although there is no positive law on the subject, he can see no
impropriety in issuing impress warrants for sleighs, horses, &c., for the

King's service, under certain restrictions, and that the people so

employed should be paid for their services. 59
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1766.

Warrant by Murray to the Justices to issue impress warrants for the
transport of provisions to Lachine and the Upper Posts, the people thus
employed to be paid at the current price of the country, the rate to be
advertised. Page 61

Letter from Lieut. Colonel Christie, D. Q. M. Gr., to Burton, 9th March,
complaining that Murray had withdrawn the impre^ warrants and had
only issued a new warrant when the roads had broken up. The conse-

quent delays, &c. 64
Burton to Murray, 31st March, 1765. Sending copy of Christie's

lettei'. 69
Murray to Cxage, 1st July, 1765. In answer to complaints, says he

cannot in time of peace give general press warrants ; besides, Christie

has made an improper use of such powers, and as he is carryinar on
extensive works on his own account, prudence prevents him granting gen-
eral warrants and decency should hinder Christie from askingthem. 70
Burton to Murray 29th Septembei', 1765, complaining of the delay in

forwarding provisions for want of bateau men. 72
John Fraser to Muri-ay, 5th October, 1765. Reporting in detail

Chiistie's transactions respecting the transport of provisions, &c. 74
Legal opinion of Attorney General Suckling, 5th Octobei-, 1765, on the

acts of Christie, D. Q. M. G., respecting the press warrants for transport,

stating the facts and law, and concluding that the conduct of the I). Q.
M. G., had in view only the gratification of private resentment. 81

Injunction of Murray, 5th Octobei-, 1765, to the bailiffs of Montreal,
and parishes, to provide men for transport. 87

Notice to Gray, Provost Marshal, i-especting men for transport of
provisions to the upper posts (7th October). 89
Murray to the Justices of Montreal, with copy of letter to Burton, and

opinion of the Attorney General respecting men for transpoi't. Garden,
who carries this letter, will take charge of the quartering of troops. 90
Murray to Burton, 9 th October, 1765. Discussing in detail the question

of pressing men for transport. 92
Christie to B. W. Gray, 12th October, 1765, with a demand that men

for transport are to be handed over ; it is not sufficient to have a certifi-

cate that they are warned or have moved from home. 98
List of men that have gone in the four boats for Fort William

Augustus. 100
Pierre La Goterie to Christie, dated 13th October, 1765. Has sent list

of men in four boats. The abuse he has received from two men from
Long Point ; but for these two men the boats would have sailed before

this. 102
Burton to Murray, 13th October, 1765. Sends complaint by the

D.Q.M.G. (Christie), of delay in transport for want of boatmen. 104
Christie's complaint of same date. 105
Eeports by LaGuterie and Christie, respecting the sending off of the

boats from Lachine, both dated 13th October. 110-111
Burton to Murray, l4th October, 1765. Eeporting the loss of sloop

with provisions to Niagara or to Detroit, which will necessitate the
employment of 100 additional bateaux. 112
Murray to Attorney General Suckling. For his opinion as to the legality

of pressing men, carriages, &c., for His Mijesty's service. 114
Suckling to Murra}^, 16th October. His surprise that those in charge

should not have sent off pi-ovisions to the upper posts in proper season,

which would have saved loss and extraordinary expenses, and avoided
harassing His Majesty's new subjects. The impressment is illegal and
could only be justified by the plea of necessity; whatever is now done
should be done by civil officers. 115

6a—

2
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1766.

June 24,

Whitehall.

June 30 to

July 5,

Quebec.

July 7,

Quebec.

July 7,

Quebec.

July 21,

Quebec.

July 22,

Quebec.

July 22,

Quebec.

Murray to Burton, l*7th October, 1765. Sends press warrant to

Captain Fraser, magistrate. The loss of the vessel is unfortunate ; he
hopes that care will be taken not to let the subsistence of the troops

depend on a single vessel, and that the Commander-in-Chief will procure
an Act to make pressing legal in time of profound peace. Why cannot
the soldiers assist in the transport of the King's stores ? But for

Christie, the authority formerly given to Fraser would have been undis-

puted. Christie ought to be checked in his remarks on civil govern-
ment ; their mischievous effects, &c. Page 117

Press warrant to Fraser. 120

Board of Trade to Privy Council, with draught of particular instruc-

tions to the Governor of Quebec, for establishing Courts of Judica-

ture. 171

Minutes of Council. Besides routine business, consideration of

ordinances, &c., the following may be noted : Thomas Mills was admitted
as a councillor ; a gift of chapel plate and furniture was made by
Murray to the Episcopal Church of the parish of Quebec ; George
Allsopp's demand to be received as clerk of the Council was refused

;

Mills admitted to the office of Eeceiver General. 205

P. vEmilius Irving to the Lords of Ti"ade. Murray sailed on the

28th June. Has issued a proclamation that the command devolves on
him (Irving) and continuing the officers in their employments. (Pro-

clamation at p. 179). Murray did not receive the instructions relative

to juriesand currency till the day he was leaving. Ordinances on these

subjects enclosed. The arrival of M. Briant and the regulation of the

juries will have a good effect on the new subjects. The Council will

assist the Eeceiver General towards establishing the revenue according

to the instructions he has received. 173
The same to the same. Remarks on the ordinance respecting the

currency. The Louis d'or and French Crown have been overrated so as

to keep these coins in the Province. The advantage of sending small

change. \Yith regard to levying the duties collected during the French
Government as the Eeceiver General is not under the control of the

Council, the proclamation is to collect all these duties, but he and the

Council regard the exaction of three per cent, on dry goods imported or

exported as a hardship. The Receiver General, however, says that he
has verbal instructions not to enforce this duty, which renders the task

of the Council more easy. 176

Ordinance amending the Act of Judicature of 1764. 181

Ordinance to adjourn the meeting of the Court of Common Pleas,

Montreal, to the 11th of September. 185
Proclamation for the collection of duties the same as were levied by

the French King. 188
Oj'dinance for retailing rum, etc. 192
Ordinance for regulating the currency. 201
Irving to the Loi-ds of Trade. The difficulty of collecting the duties on

spirits, &c., as formerly levied during the French Government. Suggests
that the Collector ofCustoms be ordered to pay to the Receiver General the

duties collected. Vessels gone off without a pass ; order given not to

clear them. The detriment the levying of duties would be to the

Colony.
"^

218
John Collins, Deputy Surveyor General, to the same. That he has

forwarded the plans of the surveys, of which duplicates were sent to

Holland, Surveyor General, and now transmits his account tor settle-

ment. 223
The same to the same. Has transmitted to Murray a memorial,

pointing out eithei- errors or frauds committed by private surveyors in
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1766.

July 24,

Quebec.

August 7,

Quebec.

August 19,

Quebec.

August 20,

Quebec.

August 20,

Quebec.

October 18,

Quebec.

241

have
221

regard to seigniorial lands; he would, however, make no change. Had
been appointed Deputy Surveyor-General and Deputy-Surveyor of roads,

in both of which offices he had faithfully discharged the duties; but
Murray has appointed two persons at double the sum he got, and who
are unskilled in the duties. Has also had a dispute with Murray about
portions of the King's domain, he wished to give to private per-

sons, to which he (Collins) objected in his report, for which he was
ill-treated by Muri-ay ; encloses copy of the report, the warrant of survey'

and the petition of British merchants against giving the King's wharf to

private persons. Eequests orders as to surveying the King's domain,
which shall be complied with. Page 226
Memorial and commissions attached. 230-234-236
Order to survey a piece of ground at Quebec for Joseph Marteilhe. 238
The report of survey of the King's wharf with plan.

Eemonstrance of the merchants.
Irving to the Lords of Trade. "With list of merchants who

refused to pay the duties on liquors imported into the province.

The same to the same. Pointing out the confusion likely to arise in

the public service from the course followed by the Receiver-General,

who does not consider himselfbound to lay his accounts before the Council,

or to require a warrant for the expenditure of public money. 247
Report by the Attoi-ney-General of the persons who refuse to pay

duties on wine, &c., imported. 254
Irving to the Lords of Trade. The good effects on the Courts of Jus-

tice of the additional instructions ; the assuring to Canadians the privi-

lege of being jurors and of having lawyers who can speak their own
language, has quieted their minds. The improvements still needed.
The inferior courts have been of great service. The difficulty in cases

of appeal from judgments being reversed on technical grounds. Sug-
gests increasing the power of the bailiffs in distant parts of the province,

there being no Protestants there fit to be made justices. Asks for more
certain orders to adhere to the Coutume de Paris in the inferior courts,

as it would make the administration easier to the people, but the Gov-
ernment does not intend to give the judges the same aibitrary power as

the French judges had, &.c. 249
The same to Conway. A letter respecting the courts, similar in terms

to those in letter to the Lords of Trade of the same date. 257
Carleton to the Lords of Trade. Remarks on the plan of Lake Cham-

plain ;
it is for their Lordships to determine whether the line of45'^

should be left as the boundary or if some natural boundary, as a creek or
river, should serve for the frontier. (The plan does not accompany the
letter.) By the observations the Missisquoi Indians are to the south of
the line. They petitioned that no traders should come among them, as

they were near enough to Montreal to supply their wants there, but
should they be fixed in t^e Province of'^ew York, they must go to

Albany, to obtain redress of any grievance, that being the nearest court
ofjustice. Complaints made by English and Canadians that contrary to

the treaties confirming Canadian grants, their lands had been given to

others by the Government of New York. Complaint by Irving that

Mills, Receiver-General, had published an order prohibiting all but Dunn
& Co. from trading to the King's jjosts, and Howard and others complain
not only of this, but also that Colonel Irving and Council had ordered
the sheds of the traders to be pulled down and destroyed ; that the

order was dii*ected to Stuart, Dunn's agent, who was accompanied by a
military force. Their goods and servants must perish if not allowed to

build shelter. Believes Mills had acted from misapprehension of his

instructions. The soldiers withdrawn ; the trade ordered to be as

6a—2^
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declared by the advertisement of March, 1^765, and a Committee of

Council appointed to examine the question, Eemarks on the Council
and the circumstances which led to the remonstrance (p. 264) of mem-
bers of Council. Page 393

October 25, Carleton to Shelburne. Has received Order of Council of the 8th of
Quebec. August, which shall be obeyed. The three addresses presented on his

arrival, proceeded partly from animosities that exist. Some raised a

stir against the addresses, on the ground of the Stamp Act. How the

addresses were got up ; many were the bloody noses. The quarrels and
confusion respecting the Indian trade, by conflicting claims, and prose-

cutions threatened against merchants engaged in it in violation of the
monopoly alleged to be given to Dunn & Co., and destruction of the

^ trader's houses at the Saguenay. Sends correspondence on the subject

of his consulting a few members of Council, and the remonstrance of the

othejs. The leader of the Opposition is Mabane, who was a surgeon's

mate in the army. Cuthbert, who was placed in the Council by Murray,
is determined to show he has friends- Walter Murray was a strolling

player. Mounier, an honest trader, who will sign anything his friends

ask him to sign. In general, the people here rather require instruction

than ]-eproof and will soon quiet down. 259
Enclosed. Eemonstrance of members of the Council (13th October,

1766) against calling together only a part of the Council. 264
Answer by Carleton, that, whei-e the consent of Council is not required,

he will call such members as are best qualified to give information, and also

such persons, though not of the Council, as he shall find to be men of
good sense, truth, candour and impartial justice, who prefer their duty
to the King and the tranquillity of his subjects to unjustifiable attach-

ments, party zeal and selfish mercenary views and shall direct as to him
seems best for His Majesty's service and the good of the Province. The
rules of precedence among the Councillors. 267
Minutes of Council on the Indian trade or King's posts, 11th October,

1766.
^

27a
The same, 14th October. 282
Petition of Joseph Howard (presented to Council) on the same, 11th

October. 285
Report by F. J. Cugnet on the posts of the domain during the French

Government. 290
Proclamation by Murray, 31st January, 1766, declaring the Indian

trade free. 295
Petition by Thomas Dunn and John Gray, 9th March, 1765, setting

forth their rights to the Indian trade at the King's posts and praying
for their enforcement. 299
Copy of an Indian licence granted by Irving. 303
Mills to Irving, 31st July, 1766, that Dunn and Gray report that their

rights on the King's posts are invaded. Asks that intimation be given
to traders that these posts are not open. 305
Gray and Dunn to Mifls, 4th July, 1766, on the subject of the posts. 307
Opinion by Suckling, Attorney-General, 1st August, 1766, how build-

ings erected by traders on the King's domain in the Indian country
may be removed. 310

Affidavit by Peter Stuart, 8th August, 1766, that traders had ai-rived

with goods and erected buildings for trade at the King's posts leased by
Dunn and Gray. 313

Peter Stuart to James Potts, 18th August, 1766, asking for military

assistance to remove traders' buildings from the King's posts. 316
Answer by Thomas Dunn and William Grant, 22nd October, 1766, to the

petition of Joseph Howard, giving a detailed statement of their titles,

&c,, to exclusive trade at the King's posts. 318
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Carleton to Allsopp, 17th October, 1766, declining to interfere in his

case, which is now before the King. ' Page 326
Speech of the Missisquoi (Abenaki) Indians, 8th September, 1766,

)raying lo be protected in their lands and that no traders be allowed to

)i'ing in spirituous liquors. Answered by the Governor that inquiry
would be made. 328

Speech of the Seven Confederate Nations of Canada, 8th September,
1766, to the Governors of Quebec and New York, with the answer. 331
Address of the Council to Carleton, 24th September, 1766. 338
The answer by Carleton, same day. 340
Answer to an address presented on 26th September, 1766 (the address

is at p. 386). 342
Address of the merchants of Quebec, presented 27th September, 1766,

(English and French in parallel columns). 344
The answer. 349
Address by the magistrates of Quebec, presented 29th September,

1766. 350
The answer. 352
Address from the merchants of Montreal, 12th October, 1766 (a

previous one was presented on the 4th of October) English and
French. 354
The answer. 358
Proclamation by Murray, 9th March, 1765, forbidding all trading to

the posts held by Dunn and Gray, till after the first of August next,

English and French. 359-360
List of the members of the Council, with the dates of their admission,

October, 1766. 361
Proceedings of Council, 25th August, 1766. The CJommander-in-Chief

to meet the Govei-norof New York to settle the boundaries between the
two Provinces. Orders to have steps taken for the repair of roads in

the district of Montreal.
"

362
The same, 8th September, 1766. Provisions ordered to be supplied to

Acadians from the Province of New England. 363
The same, 24th September. Address to His Majesty. Carleton's com-

mission given in full (p. 367). 365
The other proceedings are: Answer of Carleton to address; oaths of

oflSce taken by the members and officials; Hey sworn in as Chief
Justice ; Maseres presented mandamus to constitute him Attorney-
General. 370
On the 26th September, the commissions to Hey and Maseres were

laid before Council, and the oath taken by Hey, Maseres not being
present. 375
On the 26th, Maseres took the oath of office. Order to supply Aca-

dians from New England with a month's provisions. 377
The same, 9th October. Petitions of Howard, and resolutions respect-

ing the King's posts. 378
Petition of George Allsopp, 11th October, 1766, respecting his sus-

pension from office. 381
November 9, Carleton to Shelburne Joncaire has applied for leave to be given to
Quebec.

j^jg brother Chabert to carry goods to the Indian countiy, he having, as

Joncaire alleges, only been forbidden by Murray till he had taken the
oath of allegiance; asks instructions. Sketch of the Chabert family;
Joncaire's abilities ; he might be employed to advantage were it safe to

do so. He is to sail in the " London " in a few days. His Lordship
may obtain more information, so that different accounts of Joncaire may
be compared. Trial of Dupr^ for the evasion of duties on liquors
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November 12,

Quebec.

November 17,

Quebec.

Novemloer 17.

Quebec.

November 17,

Quebec.

November 21,

Quebec.

November 24,

Quebec.

Duprd acquitted. A statement of the case shall be sent to the Trea-
sury, Page 400
Be Glapion, superior of the Jesuits, Quebec, to Shelburne. Memorial

(in French) setting forth that the Jesuits were established in Canada by
the benevolence of the Kings of France and individuals ; that their

number, formerly upwards of 40 is reduced to 21. Their chief purposes
were : 1. The instruction of the Indians in the knowledge of the true
Grod. 2. The education of youth. Their inability since the siege of
Quebec to carry on their work, from want of teachers and buildings.

That their remaining buildings are occupied chiefly as storehouses, and
partly as officers' quarters. They pray that their services be retained

for the instruction of the Indians and the education of youth, and peti-

tion: 1. That the written order by Murray forbidding them to receive

persons, whether European or Canadian, be revoked. 2. To order all their

buildings to be given to them for their own use and possession. 3. For
indemnification for the damage done by the commissaries to a large
building held as a storehouse for seven j-ears. 416

Carleton to the same. Sends letter from the Jesuits. That society

and all the clergy believe that Murray's order not to admit any new
conventuals was a mistake of his and not the King's intentions, and they
have written direct to His Lordship to make sure of their representa-

tions reaching. The belief that Murray was mistaken arose from his

having, at a dinner he gave to the clergy, read the paragraph in Egre-
mont's letter of 13th August, 1763 (see Q. 1. p. 117) against " all Popish
hierarchy, without giving unnecessary alarm or disgust, " which terms
they have treasured up in their memory. The interpretation put upon
it by Montgolfier and the rest is that the regulars were never in-

cluded in the term "hierarchy" and that, therefore, Murray has misun-
derstood the order. Sends letters to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to

show the state of the revenue. 405
The same to Charles Townsend, Chancellor of the Exchequer. That

he is sending documents relating to the fiinances of the province. 408
The same to the same. Enclosing copy of a proclamation that he has

relinquished all fees and perquisites during his command in the Province
for reasons given. It is unbecoming in a governor of a distant Province
to receive such emoluments; the Pi'ovince has been impoverished by the
war ; the frauds of Bigot : the retreat of many of the richest families

;

so that the imposition is burdensome. " There is a certain appearance of

dirt, a sort of meanness in exacting fees on every occasion I think
it necessary for the King's service, that his representative, at least,

should be thought unsullied. The fees for liquor licenses should be
increased, not diminished, for the good of the people." This fund he
would apply to the relief of the distressed noblesse, which had hitherto

depended largely on the French crown. The licence money is to be paid

to the Receiver-Cfeneral, so that any favours may be gi-anted direct by
the King, and not proceed from the private charity of a governor. 411

Proclamation follows, 414
Carleton to Shelburne. Abb^ Joncaire was landed below Quebec and

has returned there. He purposes to pass the winter in Canada and in

Spring return to Europe by New York. He alleges the danger of cross-

ing at this late season as the reason of the change. 399

The same to the same. That St, Luc Lacorne, Captain Eraser,

Captain Campbell, Captain Disney, Lieut, Evans and Mr. Howard have
been arrested on the charge of being concerned in the Walker outrage

;

the Chief Justice has refused bail, but will hear argument to-morrow in

support of the demand. Sends plan of Lake Champlain to show lajids

granted by the French, 391
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November (?), Memorial to Shelburne, by merchants of the city of London, interested
London.

. jj^ ^^^ trade of the Province of Quebec, for the regulation of the Indian
trade. Page 420

Correspondence between Governor Carleton and the English
Ministry—1Y66-1767.

1766.

November 19,

Montreal.

November 26,

Quebec.

November 29,

Quebec.

November 29,

Quebec.

November.

December 13,

Montreal.

December 20,

Quebec.

No date.

Q. 4.

Colonel Massey to Captain Fraser. That he would, but for his lameness,

have called before he (Fraser) was to set out. In this matter he
(Massey) had only done his duty. Page 20
A similar letter to Captain Campbell of same date. 21

Carleton to John Fraser and others. That he cannot interfere with
the judgment of the Chief Justice, refusing bail. 38
The same to Shelburne. Meeting to insist on Fni.ser and others being

admitted to bail. The proposal to go to the Chief Justice and to Carleton

in a crowd abandoned, but memorials for admission of Fraser and the
others to bail were presented. This is the first attempt to disturb the

peace since his arrival, or to interrupt the free course of justice, and as

so many men of distinction had taken part in it and it was of such a
dangerous tendency, he had made an example by removing Irving and
Ma bane from the Council. The Chief Justice sends his account of his

own conduct, and sends another account to be laid befoi-e the judges. The
measures taken have brought every one to a sense of duty. The Chateau
de Vaudreuil has been hiied for the reception and trial of the prisoners,

as there is neither gaol nor court house. 40
The same to Irving. Answer to the memorial for the release of the

six prisoners chai-ged with being concerned in the assault on Walker,
pointing out the impropriety of the proceedings and that had he inter-

fered with the decision of the Chief Justice, he would have acted illegally,

&c. 44
The petition translated into French and signed by 17 Canadians, dated

23rd November, 1766, was enclosed in Carleton's letter to Shelburne. 48
Papers relating to the charge against John Fraser, St. Luc Lacorne

and others for being concerned on the attack on Thomas Walker.
(Papers fi'om p. 1 to 20 and at p. 133 were published in full in

Eeport on Archives for 1888, at Note A). 1 to 20.

John Fraser and otheis to Shelburne, with copies ofdocuments relating

to the Walker outrage. Bail has been refused and they are now in cus-

tody in Montreal. 36
Carleton to the same. Has had no complaints of outrages on the

Indians, but has laid the matter before the Council which is framing a
pioclamation to meet any complaints. Has written to the Commander-
in-Chief, to Sir Henry Moore and to Sir William Johnson for infor-

mation. 34
The seigniors of Montreal, petition (in French). Thanks for the repeal

of the Stamp Act ; for the appointment of Murraj'- ; who, they had hoped
would have been retained. They pray for two favours: 1. The suppres-

sion of the registration, the expense exhausting the Colony, without
yielding an}' advantage. 2. That all subjects in this Province, without
distinction of religion be admitted to all offices, on the ground only of

talent and personal merit. 31
Petition (in Fi-ench) of the seigniors of Quebec, praying that Murray

be retained as Governor. (Printed in full, in the report for 1888, in Note
B). 23
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Januarys, Carletoii to Shelburne. Enclosing memorials by Messrs. Cugnet and
Quebec.

Tachet, on behalf of themselves and co-heirs of land on the North shore of
the St. Lawrence, of the islands on that coast and of the island of Anti-
costi. The memorials he advised them to lay before the Attorney Gen-
eral of the Province, whose opinion is enclosed. These grants are chief!}'

within the dependencies of Newfoundland ; he will, therefore, only
observe that the fisheries there hare been a considerable resource to this

Province, and tiiat the Canadians seem to be host calculated to carry on
the winter ^eul tisheiy, the season for which is in December, when
navigation is impracticable, and the weather so tempestuous, that a fixed

establishment on the coast is necessary for the protection of the fisher-

men, &c. By pi'oper regulations the winter fishery cannot interfere with
the cod and whale fishery. The evil effects of debarring the Canadians
from its exercise. The extent of the grants becomes less obnoxious, b}^

the division of them by descent, as the original grants are now divided
among 30 families, now resident in the Province. Transmits also a

petition from the principal merchants respecting these fisheries, which
are considered here of great importance. Page 50

January 27. Sir William Johnson to Carleton. The causes of discontent among
Johnson Hall,

^j^^ Indians. The intrigues of the French ; the ill-judged economy and
prejudice among the British ; late conquests have added strong jealousy

to former dislike. The mischief the Indians can do unless their friend-

ship be secured. Outrages to the south have been committed on the

Indians, who are increasing, many of the best disposed Indians being
inhumanly murdered by lawless people on the frontiers. Is happy to

find that such acts of cruelty do not reach his (Carleton's) government.
The advantage under French rule of traders going among the Indians;
but now from a weak hope of a revolution, there are so many instances

of their treachery that it is dangerous to trust them. English and
French ti-aders from Canada are at the Posts of Toronto, &c., and five at

the Miamis without passes. The mischief unlicensed traders are doing.

The attack made on Croghan from the opposition raised by the French
on the Illinois, who are striving to renew the war. The numerous
French tradei-s scattered over the continent w^ithout inspection, &c. 115

February 14, Carleton to Shelburne. Transmits minutes of Council and proclama-
Quebec.

tions. Discovery of silver on the Seigniory of Eigaud, 16 leagues from
the town, with what is supposed to be gold. M. de Lotbiniere proposes
to set out foi- England, and will wait on His Lordship with information
on the affair, and specimens. He (Carleton) shall have the matter
investigated when the snow leaves the ground, and shall try to send
samples in June to be tested. No grants shall be made of the ungranted
land, supposed to contain the mineral, until the matter is examined. 53

Enclosed. The i-emonstrance of members of the Council, ^on the
subject of consulting with only a part of them, dated 1st December,
1766. 56
Answer by Carleton. 58
List of members of Council, 1st December, 1766. 60
Proceedings of same date. The removal of Irving and Mabane. 60
Thomas Dunn swoi-n in as' Councillor. 60
Other oaths administered and jjetitions pi-esented. 61
2nd December. Accounts cf public officers to be i^resented to

Council. 62
3rd December. Eeward offered for the apprehension of all guilt}' of

violence and. murder. Reports of Committee on Accounts. 63
Petitions for grants of land, and other business to the 23rd De-

cember. 68 to 75
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February 15,

Quebec.

March 4,

Montreal.

March 5,

Montreal.

March 15,

Three Rivers.

March 27,

Quebec.

March 28,

Quebec.

EepoTt (8th January, 1767) of Maseres, Attorney-Greneral, on the
proclamation, &c., for the diseoveiy of the persons who attacked Thomas
Walker in Montreal, including minute of the Privy Council held at St.

James ; dated 22nd November, 1765. Page 76
Letter from Conway to Murray, 2l8t March, 1766, sent by Walker,

that he is to be restored to the magistracy, kc. 79
Further proceedings of Council, with copies of ordinances and pro-

clamations. 82 to 97
Carleton to Gage. That forts of Crown Point, Ticonderoga and Fort

George should be repaii-ed as soon as possible. It is for the interest of

Great Britain to have this done, and to ei-ect a proper place of arms
near New York and a Citadel in oi- near Quebec, with temporary works
at other places. These will secure communication with the Mother
Country, link Quebec and New Yoi-k closely, and facilitate the transport

of 10,000 men on the beginning of a war. The influence the Provinces
of Quebec and New York must have in the American system, no pains
can be too great to root out faction or party, to establish tranquillity and
a tirm attachment to His Majesty's Government, at the same time to

show such strength as will overawe those who are not thoroughly bound
to their duty. The bad state of the walls of Quebec. 100
The same to Shelburne. The public accounts of the Province were

under consideration but could not be finished before he left for Montreal,
to which place he had come on account of the trial on Walker's affair.

The heats are subsiding that had been industriously stirred up and
people are becoming sorry about the animosities. 98
The same to the same. That the grand jury has thiown out the bill

against Lieut. Evans, one of the six gentlemen ari-ested for Walker's affair;

it is believed the other bills will share the same fate. The Knights of St.

Louis objected to by Walker as Grand Jurors, not having taken the oath
ol allegiance ; they removed the objection by cheerfully taking the

oath. 103
List of the grand jury enclosed. 105
Carleton to Shelburne. Repoi-ts the proceedings at the trial of Major

Disney, accused of the assault on Walker, the gi-and jury having brought
a true bill against Disney only. Walker and his wife presented for

peijury by the grand jury, the individual members of which intend to

take an action for defamation against him. Renewed animosities on
account of the Walkei- affair. It will be a work of time to get everything
re.stored to a state of harmony, but he can depend entirely on Hey, and
with his assistance and the support of the Government at home, has no
doubt he will succeed. 108
The same to Sir W. Johnson. That each should communicate to the

other all the information j-eceived regarding the Indian trade. The
French necessaiy rivals, often enemies, in this trade ; it is by wise regu-

lations, honest dealing and kind tieatment of the Indians that they can
be attached. The conduct of the Canadians contradicts the reports of

their improper dealings with the Indians. If the present restraints are

continued, many will be ruined and only the French will profit, by
turning the furs down the Mississippi, instead of the St. Lawrence.
Gives the opinions of the Canadian traders at considerable length.

Respecting traders reported to be among the Indians without pass-

ports. 122

The same to Shelburne. Sends complaints from merchants in the

Indian trade of the detriment to them from traders being confined to the

Posts of Niagara, Detroit and Michillimakinak and not allowed to go to

the distant Indians. Believes that those raising prejudices among the

Indians are from New Orleans, not from Canada, where they feel it to be
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March 28,

Quebec.

April 14,

Quebec.

April 15,

Quebec.

May 14,'

Quebec.

May 26,

Whitehall.

June 20,

Whitehall.

their interest and duty to preserve the Indians in peace. The destructive

effects of spirits on the Indians. Will be able, before the end of Summer,
to send list of the old French trading posts, some of them 900 leagues

beyond Michillimakinak. to great lakes and regions unknown to any of

His Majesty's old subjects. Discusses the proper method and system
under which the Indian trade can be carried on

;
pointing out the various

methods that could be followed. Page 111

Carleton to the Lords of Trade. That the Canadians may prove
useful in the prosecution of the Indian trade, &c. 198

Enclosed. Memorial on the Indian trade, dated, Montreal, 20th Sep-

tember, 1766. 200
Chief Justice Hey to Lord Shelburne. Eeport of the proceedings in

the Walker affair. (Printed in full in report on Archives for 1888, at

Note A.) 133
Carlton to Shelburne. Sending accounts and returns. 152

Enclosed. List of the papers sent. 155
List of salaries of the civil establishment, Quebec, in September,

1766.

160

157
159
161
162
164

Estimate of annual contingent expenses.

Military establishment of the garrison.

Revenue received for Lods et Ventes.
Note respecting the tenure of lands under the French government.
List of persons indebted for the right of the fifth penny and Lods

et Ventes. 166

List of lands granted since the establishment of civil government in

1764. 168a

Account for licence money. 170

Abstract of the debt of the Province on 24th December, 1766. 171

Account of balances of. salaries due. 172
Carleton to Shelburne. Transmits list of fees established by Murray

and documents relating to the collection of licence money for Murray's
use ; in answer to a letter by Murray, published in Lloyd's Evening
Post. The motives that led him (Carleton) to give up the collection of

fees, so much and justly complained of; enters at some length into the

consideration of the question of fees. 173
List of fees for the several offices in the Province of Quebec. 179
Shelburne to Carleton. The King's approbation of his prudence in

remedying disorders. Questions in dispute, relative to lands, &c., are

under consideration. Approval of the conduct of the Chief Justice in

the Walker affair; is glad to find that the prisoners are likely to be

acquitted. The petitions of Cugnet and Tachet have been referred to

the Board of Trade; shall be glad to receive the specimen of ores from
the lately discovered mines. 106

The same to the same. His Majesty's approbation of his whole con-

duct, and of the conduct of the Chief Justice and Attorney General in

respect to the Walker affair. The question of the administration of

government is under consideration, and especial!}'- how far it is practic-

able and expedient to blend the English with the French laws to form
an equitable and convenient system. Returns of the Indian trade under
French Government will be useful; he is to encourage the Indian trade,

but to regulate it strictly so as to prevent frauds and violence. That
disorders of the back settlements arise, he suspects, from the fraudulent

grants and purchases of land, countenanced by former governors from
shameful motives. It is unfortunate that the Indian trade requires so

many regulations, as it is the general nature of trade to regulate itself;

recommends cultivating the friendship of Sir William Johnson, whose
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June 11,

Quebec.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 14,

Quebec.

August 29,

Quebec.

September 22,

Quebec.

September 24,

Quebec.

bravery and success among the Indians have given reason to confide in

him. Page 129
Carleton to Shelburne. Enclosing minutes of Council to April. 208
Enclosed. Minutes of 3rd February, 1*76*7. That the Surveyor Gen-

eral shall allot to the inhabitants of the Seigniory of Deschambault the
lots gi-anted by the King in the grants to M. de la Gorgendi^re's ancestors,

and of the grants made by them to several inhabitants, so far as these
latter are consistent with the original grant. 209
Minutes of 17th February. Petitions presented. 211
Minutes of 23rd March. Petitions for lands from David Chalrand de

L'Isle, clerk ; Nicholas de Guise and J. B. Oylet, and the Baron of
Montreal. Also of Ainslie, Collector of Customs, for the grant of the
King's wharf, Quebec. 212

Minutes, 11th April. Eeport on the public accounts, followed by
details and remarks. 214 to 228

Minutes, 20th April. Petition from inhabitants of Eboulement for

grants of land in the Bay of Chaleurs. 229
Minutes, 29th April. Eeports on petitions. Advertisement to be

published to discharged soldiers entitled to lands on Gasp^ and Bay of
Chaleurs. Joseph Philebert refused, the lands applied for being Indian
reserves. 230

Decisions on other petitions given in detail, routine business, &c. 231
Carleton to Shelburne. Respecting two brothers Joncaire, one a

priest, of whom he would speak afterwards, the other who takes the
name of Chabert, who served in the colonial troops, went to France in

1761, where he was sent to the Bastile and kept two years. Details
given of his losses by being prevented on his return with goods to carry
them to the Indian country; reasons given for granting him permission

;

the objections of the Indian Superintendents to his going among the
Indians, and the leave subsequently granted. 236
The coi-i-espondence referred to in preceding letter follows. 240 to 252
The same to the same. Sending samples of ores from Kigaud, 16

leagues from Quebec. There are many reports of mines of gold and
silvery suggests sending a qualified person to examine the subject on the
spot. 253
The same to the same. Sends additional samples of ore by Mr. Brook

Watson, who can give good information about the country. 255
The same to the same, with minutes of Council to 1st June. 257
Enclosed. Minutes of the 2nd and 4th May, with report on the charges

against William Klock, clerk of the Common Pleas, on which he was
dismissed from office. 258

Minutes, 8th May. Complaints by Indians (Caughnawagas and
Abenakis) respecting encroachments on their several lands, and from
Indians of Lake of Two Mountains, as to the sale of liquois by traders.

Other petitions. 265
Minutes, 15th May. Lease of St. Maurice Forges approved of. 268
Minutes, 16th May. Petition of Acadians for land at Restigouche

refused, the land being an Indian reserve, but recommending that they
should be assisted to settle in the interior. 269

Minutes, 26th May. Petition for land. 270
Minutes, 8th June. Committees appointed to investigate sundry

matters. 271
Carleton to Shelburne, with memorial of de Ldry. (This and the me-

morial were printed in full in report on Archives for 1888, Note C.) 273
List of Canadian gentlemen in the French service, whose parents have

remained in Canada. (The name of de Quindre is omitted in this list.

The full list was published in report for 1888.) 297
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1767.

September 26,

Quebec.

October 9,

Quebec.

October 9,

Quebec.

October 24,

Whitehall.

October 30,

Quebec.

October 30,

Quebec.

November 14,

Whitehall.

December 17,

Whitehall.

Carleton to Shelburne. Thanks for the King's approbation. The
civil and military are recovering their senses. Page 302
The same to the same. Sends deposition by Potter against Eogers,

for a plot at Michillimakinak. The evil effects of allowing the comman-
dants to accept presents. The doubtful character of Potter, who says
he was used by Eogers for bad purposes. The extravagance of Eogers
which has led him into difficulties, adds to the evidence giveii by Potter,
but it is not improbable that jealousy and revenge are at the bottom of
the affair. Potter has had his expenses paid to Europe, which, from his

state of health, he may not leach. 304
Enclosed is the correspondence. Claus to Carleton, 1st October, 1767

;

Lieut. Benjamin Eoberts to Guy Johnson, Michillimakinak, 20th August.
Information by Potter. Deposition of Potter, 28th September. Potter
alleges that Eogers threatened to carry off the goods of the traders
and to go to join the Fi-ench and Indians. 307 to 318

Carleton to Eichard Sutton. Note by Potter, requesting that he be
introduced by Suiton to Lord Shelburne. 319

L. Macleane to Carleton. Sends a list of official letters dispatched to

Carleton since Lord Shelburne has been appointed Secretary of State. 256
Carleton to Shelburne. Eeturn of Abb^ Chabert to Eui-ope ; suspicions

created as to his motives for his coming to Canada, when it had sub-
mitted to a foreign power, after he had resided for 27 years in France.
He has been very useful to his brother, in whose interests he professed
to come. Has reason to believe that he has the ambition to wear the
mitre, should a coadjutor be appointed. Should this be granted, the
bishop would be consecrated here, without sending to a foreign govern-
ment foi- that purpose. He has not met with the encouj-agement he ex-

jiected from his brethren, and neither he, nor any one who has lived so

long out of the Province is proper for the office. The clergy anxious to

complete the chapter, but he has in the meantime put them off. Two
parties exist among the clergy, the natives of old France and the natives
of Canada. It would be judicious to give the latter what advantages
there are. The Abb^ Joncaire proposes to return after settling his own
and his bi-other's affairs. All priests intending to come to Canada should
be furnished with a passport, so that the restraint on the intercourse
should come fiom the other side of the water rather than fiom this. 320

Francis Mackay to the same. His appointment to the office of Sur-
veyoi' of Woods. His delay to come to Quebec. Asks for instructions

regarding lands granted by the French King without the usual reserva-

tion of masts, &c. 323
Shelburne to Carleton. His conduct towards Chabert approved of. It

has been j-epresented that the Jesuits in Canada are making large re-

mittances to Italy and are diminishing their effects for that purpose. If

the reports be correct, their annual rent is £4,000 and their effects £70,-
000. Care must be taken that they do not embezzle property in which
they have only a life rent ; Father Eoubaud asserts these statements of
income, &c., to be moderate. He complains he has received nothing
from the Jesuits since he was sent over by Murray, and as he is in want,
the King commands he is to receive a leasonable amount from the
Jesuits, who ai-e to pay his arrears. His character is very dubious, but
being useful, he should obtain some reward. His Majesty approves of
the attention paid to the mines; the ore has been sent to the mint. The
reason for Allsopp's suspension to be inquired into. Memorials respect-

ing the Indian trade sent to the Board of Tiade. The exploration of
the interior of JSorth America to be encouraged. 298
The same to the same. An investigation to be made into the state of

the Judicature of Quebec. Maurice Moi-gan has been appointed for this
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1767.

1767.

November 4,

Quebec.

November 20,

Quebec.

November 21,

Quebec.

November 23,

Quebec.

November 24,

Quebec.

November 25,
Quebec.

December 9,

Quebec.

purpose, with whom are to be associated the Chief Justice and other in-

telligent and well instructed persons. Page 325
Enclosed. The resolution of the Privy Council on the subject, dated

St. James', 28th August, 1767. 327
Letter of instructions to Maurice Morgan of 17th December. 331

Correspondence Between Governor Carleton and the English
Ministry, 1767-1768.

Q. 5—1.

Carleton to Shelburne, Transmits memorial respecting Canadian
paper. The fear of the memorialists that the larger proportion of the
distribution must fall to the British merchants, chiefly holders of
ordinances and cards, than to Canadian traders, who hold letters

of exchange and certiticates, and the}^ are afraid they are to be
excluded from any share. They pray to share equally with their

fellow subjects in the indemnification given by France. Page 238
Memorial (in French) follows. 2-40

Carleton to Eichard Sutton, Under Secretary, with copies of ordi-

nances. 1

Ordinances (English and French.) 2 to 237
Carleton to Shelburne. With memorial from the merchants of Canada,

remonstrating against the application of a Bankruptcy Act. The
opinion of the Attorney General is that it can be put in force, but in the
circumstances he has held it in abeyance, in accordance with the
prayer of the memorial, until he receive the sense of government on
the subject. Further remarks and reasons. 245
Memorial enclosed. 248
Carleton to Shelburne. Reports the seizure by the "Canso" of the

Brigantine "Charming Peggy," loaded with wine, and her condemna-
tion by the Admiralty Court. 251
The same to the same. Transmits memorial from Cugnet and Tach^

respecting the hardship to which they are subjected by the advantage
taken of the rule respecting the arrival first on the coast of a vessel

from Europe. He (Carleton) points out the hardship to the petitioners,

and that no advantage is gained by Britain by interference with an in-

dustry which they and their ancestors bad carried on for a hundred
years.

"

253
Petition (in French) from Cugnet and Tach^ respecting the fisheries

at Mingan, &c. 255
Memorial of Jean Tachd, merchant, Quebec, respecting the post of St.

Model, on the north shore of the Straight of Belle Isle. 258
Carleton to Shelburne. Respecting the relative strength of the old

and new subjects, the policy of the French Ministry, &c., &c. (This
letter with lists of noblesse in Canada and of those of them who had
gone to France, was published in full in Report on Archives for 1888,

Note C, beginning at page 44.) 260 to 280
The same to the same. Sending minutes of Council to 30th Sep-

tember. 281
Minutes, 15th July. Complaint by Indians of Two Mountains that

rum is sent to their village. Report and documents relating to the coW
lection of wine duties. 282 to 290
The same, 3rd August. A detachment ordered to Two Mountains to

prevent the trade in rum, &;c. Proclamation that those holding papers
relating to public affairs under the French Government, are to deliver

them to the clerk of the Council. 290-291
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1767.

December 10,

Quebec.

December 10,

Quebec.

December, 24,

Quebec.

1768.

January 13,

Axminster.

January 18,

Quebec.

Minutes, *7th August, 1767. Petitions on private business dis-

missed. Page 292
The same, 11th, 13th and 27th August. Private petitions disjjosed

of, among others, one from William Titchbourne for the exclusive privi-

lege of issuing promissory notes for small sums, to supply the want of

copper currency. 293
The same, 31st August. Various petitions, among others, one for the

adoption of Halifax currency, referred for investigation. 295
Carleton to Shelburne. Sends copy of letter to the Treasury,

respecting provincial expenditure and duties, &c. 299
The same to the Treasury. Sends account of the present civil

establishment of the Province, with estimates, a scheme of articles

on which duties might be laid, &c. The present situation of the laws
and revenues of the Province vovy prejudicial to British interests and
requires speedy ari-angement. Remarks on the necessity of having
official salaries settled; on the steps taken to prevent the sale of rum to

the Indians; the payment of an interpreter; on the want of regularitj'

in the revenue accounts, &c., the causes of enlarged expenditure dui-ing

some years, including the ruinous state of the public buildings, assistance

given to those ruined by the war, &c., &c. Trade forced out of its

established channel, has not yet settled into a regular coui-se, so as to

determine what duties could be levied with least inconvenience. Sends
list and estimate of amount that may be collected by proposed duties,

the most certain levenue would be that upon spiiits. To divert the

ruinous trade in rum from the New England Colonies is the principal

object of the proposed regulations ; further remarks. 300
Proposed duties, expenses and other tables. 30 1) to 315
The same to the same. Gives a summai-y of the laws of Canada, at

the timeof its submission, which were overturned by the ordinance of

17th September, 1764. Had prepared an ordinance on the subject, but
had not submitted it. Had dii-ected an abridgement of the laws in force

on the ai-rival of the British, to show the diiferences, so as to take steps

to remove discontent. The confusion in the administration of law in the

different courts. The future effects of the change in respect to property
and succession among the Canadians. The former immediate and inex-

pensive decisions in legal cases, as compared with the present delay

and heavy expense, so that the courts are rather an oppression than a

lelief to the injured. He advises the repeal of the present Ordin-

ance and to leave the Canadian laws almost entire, to be altered as

circumstances render advisable. Such laws as are to be immediately
intj-oduced might be published as a Canadian code, as practiced by
Edward First aftei- the conquest of Wales. Judges to reside in each
district with a Canadian assistant, to be paid a salary and no fees allowed,

and that the fees of the inferior officers should be fixed as undor the

French Government, &c., &c. 316.

Proposed Ordinance for continuing and confirming the laws and
customs that prevailed in this Pi-ovince in the time of the French
Government, concerning the tenure, inheritance and alienation of

lands. 323.

George Jackson to Sutton. Sends letter and packet from Carleton;

had arrived after 52 days passage ; on landing the boat was filled with
water and everything thrown out, so that the three volumes of

Ordinances are damaged. 243.

Carleton to Shelburne. Transmitting minutes of Council. 351
Minutes, 19th October, 1767. Hugh Findlay a<lmitted a member of

Council; Committees on Ordinances &c., appointed. 352

Tne same, 10th November, respecting ordinances. 353
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1768.

January 19,

Quebec.

January 20,

Quebec.

February 16,

Quebec.

February 17,

Quebec.

March 2,

Quebec.

March 2,

Quebec.

March 3,

Whitehall.

March 6,

Whitehall,

I

Minutes, 28th December. Eeport of Committee on Ordinances and
regulations respecting streets and roads, with evidence. Page 355

Carleton to Shelburne, Transmits petition from merchants, &c., for

the introduction of Bankruptcy Act, being in opposition to a previous

memorial praying that such an Act should not be introduced. It seems
to him that the British merchants are chiefly interested, and should they
be opposed to the introduction, the credit of the Province might be

greatly affected. 365
Petition follows. 367
Carleton to Shelburne. Urging various means for impressing the new

subjects with attachment and zeal for the King's government, whose
interests would only be half advanced even were the military defences

impregnable to a foreign enemy. Suggests (among other measures)
that part of the Councillors be selected from the Canadians; that a

Canadian corps be raised, and that offices in the King's service be bestowed
on them. The Canadians, like all other people, fond of the laws and
fqrm of government they have been educated under; their repugnance
to a Legislative Assembl}'. The movers among the old subjects for

such an Assembly, but he cannot induce them to lay down any laws for

its guidance or scope. The difficulties of a Governor in the Colonies in

dealing with Assemblies, arrising from causes stated. 370
The same to the same. Recommends Mr. Colin Drummond to succeed

Mr. Stewart in the Council. As thi-ee must be named, he recommends
as the other two Mr. Masei-es and Mr. James Johnstone. The difficulty

of finding fit men for the office. 378
The same to the same. Recommends that a mandamus be issued in

favour of Captain Holland, so that he may take the place he formerly
held at the Council table, when appointed by Murray. 380
The same to the same, with map, lists of posts, and remarks on the

fur trade carried on by the French, and suggestions for exploring the
continent, &c. (The map is not with the letter). The letter was pub-
lished in full, with list of posts, in the report on Archives for 1886, in

note D.) 382
Sir William Johnson's proposed regulations for the Indian trade, with

objections by the Quebec merchants. 301
A memorial from the merchants of the Province of Quebec for a free

and open fur trade, dated 15th January, 1768. 398
Lords of Trade to Lord Hillsborough, sending opinion on the claims

of Messrs. Cugnet and Tach^, to property in, and exclusive possession
of, land and fishing posts on the coast of Labrador. 328

Opinion referred to. 329
Report on the claims, from the Attorney and Solicitor General,

enclosed. 332
Hillsborough to Carleton. Remarks on the contents of letters received.

His Majesty's approbation of his proceedings in the King's service and
for his humanity and tenderness to the new subjects. Will try to send
in his next a favourable answer to de Ldry's memorial. The Canadian
subjects may be assured of the King's gracious disposition. Respecting
the conduct of Major Rogers at Michillimackinak. His (Carleton's)

observations respecting Abb^ Joncaire shall have attention. He
(Hillsborough) agrees in the opinion, as to a co-adjutor, his idea to give
a pi-eference to the Canadian clergy is judicious; it is right to discour-

age the introduction of foreign priests, which may be made popular
among the Canadian clergy, but that must be left to his discretion till

there is a regulation about religion in general, when such introduction
might be prohibited under severe penalties. The Earl of Shelburne will

continue to take charge of the Quebec Act. Refers to the cases of the
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1768.

March 16,

Quebec.

April 9,

Quebec.

April 11,

Quebec.

May 14,

Whitehall.

June 11,

Whitehall.

vessel seized and condemned, and to that of Cugnet and Tach^. Having
been one of those who drew up the proclamation of 1763, he can aver
that, whatever legal sense can be drawn from the words, there was no
idea to overturn the laws of Canada with respect to property, but that

justice should be administered as in England, as is the case in Kent and
many other parts of England, where gavel kind boroughs and several

other particular customs prevail, although justice is administered therein

according to the laws of England. It was unfortunate for Quebec, that

weak, ignorant and interested men were sent to carry the proclamation
into execution; their absurd and cruel course. His prudent course

regarding the application for a Bankruptcy Act. The question of a

citadel is refered to other Departments. The King approves of the

proposed ordinance (p. 323) ; in the meantime, and pending a general

settlement, he is to continue to make use of every lenient and proper
argument to convince His Majesty's new subjects of his tender concern
for their welfare and security. Page 344

Carleton to Shelburne. Sends Ordinances for licencing public houses

and for preventing accidents by fire, with remarks. 401
The ordinances follow. 403-409

Carleton to Shelburne. Minutes of Council sent. 421
Minutes, 5th January, 1768. Petitions received. 422
The same, 2nd Febi-uary. Eeport on the public accounts ; report gives

details in full. 423-427

The same 4th February. Ordinance read. 428
The same, 8th February. Report on petitions laid on the table. 428
The same, 16th February. Consideration of Ordinances ; repair

ordered to the King's wharf. 429
The same, 23rd February. Ordinances approved. A good French

ti'anslator to be offered five shillings sterling a day. Election of bailiffs;

repairs to King's wharf, &c. 431
The same 14th March. Inquiry ordered into the cause of Allsopp

being superseded
;
petitions received ; and advertisement to soldiers who

have drawn land on the Bay of Chaleurs. 433
The same, 28th March. Instructions by the King (28th August, 1767)

for establishing Courts of Judicature entered, and a committee appointed.

Ordinances amended. 435
Carleton to Shelburne. Sends list of fees exacted by public officers

;

the delay owing to unwillingness to furnish the information. It is

impossible to j-estrain all the abuses this method of i-ewarding services

is productive of ; there is no penalty for infringing the regulations.

Specimens sent will show how ingenious officers are in eluding the orders

of Government, The burdensome amount, the bad effect the abuses have
on the minds of the Canadians. 441

(For the list of fees and documents mentioned in this letter, see Q. 5-2,

p. 445).
Hillsborough to the Governor of Quebec. Letters received, which

only enforce what was befoi'e mentioned ; their contents are answered in a
previous dispatch. Believes that there will be a favourable answer to Mr.

tie Lory's application. Death of the Princess Louisa, the King's sister. 376
The same to Carleton. The copy of his instructions sent Avill show

that his wishes respecting the Council hove been met. The account of

the Indian posts received will be useful in forming regulations for the

trade. The Ordinances have been referred to the Board of Trade. 419
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Correspondence between Governor Carleton and the English
Ministers—1768.

1768.

January 30,

Michilim-
akinak.

April 11,

Quebec.

April 12,

Quebec.

April 13,

C^uebec.

April 14,

Quebec.

Q. 5-2.

F. Spiesmachei', Captain 60th Eegiment, to Guinand, London. Had
been sent by the Commander-in-Chief to this post to confine Major
Rogers for high treason, which was done. Information by an Indian of

the dealings of Rogers with the French, in whose interest he was, and
through whom he expected to make his fortune. Details given of the

intrigues carried on by Rogers with the soldiers and Indians, with a view
to take the post, carry off the merchandise and ammunition and kill the

officers and Frobisher. Details of the means to ascertain the truth of

the report, the arrest of Rogers, who, with a man of the 60th, was put
in irons. (The paper is dated as in the margin, but there are subsequent
dates in the body of the letter.) Page 607

List of fees, enclosed with letter of this date (Q. 5-1. p., 441), claimed
by officers of Government in the Province of Quebec, given in by order

of Sir Guy Carleton. 445
Copies of accounts to show how the fees are increased, and of gaol

fees, for which a prisoner in civil process is held. 467 to 476
Carleton to Shelburne. (No. 33). The difficulty of getting the lists of

fees ; the abuses caused by the farming of offices to the highest bidder.

The lists of grants prior to the conquest of the country, now sent, were
delayed in preparation by the ignorance of the language of those employed,
although it must be said the old records are not so clear as could be wished.

Remarks on the terms of the grants. Recommends, as certain to have
a good effect, that all the proprietors should bo admitted tp take the oath
of faith and homage which is very solemn and binding, and besides con-

firming the titles, it would recall from the French service those who
hold lands here. Remai-ks on the terms of the grants already made, and
those which might be inserted in new grants. He will extend and
enlarge the proposed abridgement of the laws in force under French
rule. 477

Enclosed. " Coutumes et usages anciens de la Province de Quebec." 482
Abstract of seigniories granted by the French Governor and Intendant

prior to 1760. 560
Carleton to Shelburne (No. 34). Dispute between the Indians of Sault

St. L6uis and McKay, Surveyor Genei-al of Woods, respecting lands bought
by him trom Madame La None, and long held by the Indians. Arbitration
proposed ; the political advantage of conciliating the Indians; suggestions
that McKay should receive an equivalent in money or land for the lands

in dispute. 588
The same to the same (No. 35). That since his arrival in Canada he has

studied the motions of the clergy, their character, properties and
revenues. Is convinced that the statement (enclosed) of the affairs of

the Jesuits, made by Father Glapion, is fair and just. Their grants are
extensive, but of little value (details given). Far from being able to

remit large sums, he believes that after their repairs, etc., they are

scarcely able to maintain themselves. Thdy were in better circum-
stances before the Conquest, as they had 14,500 livres yearly from the
King of France for missionaries, besides an estate in France which pro-

duced 11,000 livres a year, and which shared the fate of all their other
effects at the time of their general expulsion. The Superior solemnly
asserts that not a shilling has been remitted abroad, of which there is

corroborative evidence. The bad character of Roubaud. If sent over
will make the best of him. 590

6a—3
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1768.

April 15,

Quebec.

April 25,

Quebec.

April 26,

Quebec.

April 27,

Quebec.

May 15,

Montreal.

July 9,

Whitehall.

Enclosed. Statement (in French) by Father Glapion, of the affairs of
the Jesuits, with a statement of the case of Eoubaud, as ojjposed to his

assertions. The statement ends: "lam ready to make oath, that we
have sent money neither to Italy, nor to any other country. It is further
true, that we have not 3,000 livres in cash; that we want several

necessary provisions, and that we owe 2,000 livres to the carpenter who
repaired the church last summer." Page 593

Carleton to Lachlan Macleane. Watson is a sensible, intelligent man,
well acquainted with the trade. What he stated about the non receipt

of letters was correct, as the first answers were not received till after he
had left. The delay in the arrival of lettei-s is to be regretted.

Application from the lessees of the King's post at Tadousac, who have
produced order confirming their lease and thus reversing Murray's
decision. Is at a loss what to do, as he has had no information from His
Majesty's servants on the subject. 612
The same to Shelburne, with two ordinances. 614
Ordinance amending that for the assize of bread. 615
Ordinance amending that of 15th May, 1765, concerning the cur-

rency. . 619
Carleton to Shelburne. Report of a fire in Montreal, which broke out

near St. Lawrence Gate. The loss is not one-third of that by the fire in

17b'5, but the new subjects, especially theoioblesse, have suffered greatly.

Has distributed S400 and provisions for the relief of the necessitous. Pri-

vate collections for relief ai-e begun, but little can be expected, owing to

the general situation of the people. Attention is called to the exertions

of Colonel Jones and the garrison, by which alone a part of the town is

saved. The danger from the insecure state of the powder magazines.
Precautions suggested, &c. 622
The same to the same. An investigation into Allsopp's conduct. The

Province should be convinced that disobedience is not to be overlooked
because of the removal of a Governor, as it is the King's authority which
must be upheld. Petition for Allsopp's exclusion from the Council, but

as it appears from the report that he has been sufficiently punished by
two year's suspension, it has been taken off. 626

Enclosed. Petition against Allsopp's admission to the Council. 629
Eeport of the Board on Allsopp's suspension, signed by W. Hey, C. J.,

Samuel Holland and Francis Maseres, with the evidence in full. 633
(The proceedings, evidence and affidavits extend from 629 to 722).

Francis MacKay to Hillsborough. Has surveyed part of Lake Cham-
plain and marked 500 red pine and cypress masts for the navy, some of

them ten feet in circumference, and 100 white pine masts, some 12 feet

in circumference ; and has continued to mark trees for the navy, not-

withstanding the public clamour of those who hold the French King's
grants, which reserved hois de construction., about the interpretation of

which there is a difference of opinion. Asks for instructions. Has ap-

pointed three deputies to prevent the destruction of fir-timber. 766
Hillsborough to the Governor of Quebec. The King is determined to

put an end to the evils caused by the improper appointments of depu-

ties by the holders of patent offices, and by the frauds and exactions in

the collection of fees. The subject has been laid before the Lords of

Trade for a remedy, and in the meantime temporary regulations are to

be made to restrain fees within bounds, and for punishing offenders. Re-

grets the delay of settling the government of the Colony, but flatters

himself that before long, the legislature, revenue, religion and laws will

be fixed on a satisfactory foundation, so as to satisfy the reasonable de-

sires of the new subjects. His (Carleton's) suggestions on these points

shall be regarded. The suggestion to admit the proprietors to take the
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1768.

July 21,

Quebec.

July 21,

Quebec.

August 12,

Whitehall.

August 4,

Quebec.

August 31,

Quebec.

oath of faith and homage is founded on sound policy. When full infor-

mation is received regarding McKay's title in his dispute with the In-

dians of Sault St. Louis the case shall be considered. Is glad that the

report of the Jesuits sending away large sums is incorrect ; hopes that

of the same kind respecting the Sulpicians of Montreal is as ill-founded.

Inquires if the regulation not to allow any increase to the number ad-

mitted to nunneries and monasteries has been observed ; the pei-nicious

confinement of good subjects should be discouraged. Eoubaud has been
of service, but as he has raised enmitj'' among his brethren in Canada,
and can be of no service, he shall not be sent, but it does not become
Government to see him deprived of his just rights, so his annuity is to

be insisted on. Page 602
Carleton to Hillsborough. Congratulates him on his appointment to

the office of Secretary for the Colonies. 725
The same to the same. Has been up the Catai-aqui and about 40 miles

up the Ottawa. Has received on his return mandamus from Mr. Mont-
molin, and another from Mr. Yeyssi^re, to admit the one to the church
and parish of Quebec and the other to those of Three Rivers. Points
out the unsuitableness of the terms used in the appointments; already

such extensive powers have led to difficulties in civil matters; if the

powers are to extend to ecclesiastical rights, the evils must be much worse.
Has, in the meantime, issued commissions empowering them to do all

the good they can, without authorizing them to do mischief. Had so

mean an opinion of Veyssiere that he refused to recommend him. Mont-
molin's displeasure that his demand for tithes, &c., has been refused.

There is already church room, and if the policy of preventing the Jesuits

and Recollets from recruiting their numbers be continued, more will

be found than is needed. 726
Form of Commission to the minister of a pai'ish (Anglican). 730
Hillsborough to Carleton. His Majesty is greatly affected with the

sufferings caused by the fire at Montreal. The King approves of his

course in the case of Allsopp and of his restoration. Order-in-Council

sent, confirming the boundary line between the Provinces ot Quebec
and New York. His (Carleton's) commission as Grovernor having been
sent some time ago, the instructions are now forwarded. 723

Carleton to Hillsborough. Sends minutes, &c. Two or three persons
who had been trying to get up a petition for an Assembly having failed

are now quiet. 732
Ordinance respecting pilots. 733
'Minutes 5th April, 1768. Consideration of Ordinances. 744
The same, 18th April. Petitions received. 745
The same, 22nd April. Allsopp's suspension removed; he resumes

his offices. Report of the fire at Montreal ; relief ordered to the extent
of $400. 746
The same, 5th May. Report on the claim to the lease of the King's

Wharf, Quebec, read, and the petition dismissed. Ordinances considered.

Bakers applying for a law as to licences. John Monteilhe's petition for

confii-mation of his title to an island and seigniory on Lake Champlain,
dismissed. Advertisement ordered, prohibiting the cutting down of
timber on the King's domain. 748

Carleton to Hillsborough. With account of the manufactures of the
country, so far as obtainable, as none is exported and hardly any brought to

market. The policy of the French Court was to discourage maniifactures,

but the high price of goods in the last years rendered the people ingen-
ious in supplying their own wants, and ever since they have manufactured
some part of their clothing, which will increase rather than diminish,
to the detriment of Great Britain, unless they are diverted to something

6a—3^
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September 10,

Quebec.

September 14,

Quebec.

October 12,

Whitehall.

October 12,

Quebec.

October 12,

Quebec.

October 28,

Montreal.

November 14,

Quebec.

of more striking advantage. Suggests the cultivation of flax and hemp,
for which the lands are well adapted, and if by this means they could
purchase they would prefer the well finished manufactures of Great
Britain to their own ; recommends also attention to the iron forges at

Three Rivers. Encouragement in these industries would be more effectual

than a prohibition to manufacture. Page 760
Eeport of the state of manufactures. 763
Maurice Morgan to Hillsborough. Had arrived here on the 22nd

August. The preliminary steps he has taken to examine and report on
the reforms necessary in the judicature of the Province. 837

Carleton to the same. Transmits ordinances, proclamations, &c. 770
(For part of these, see Q. 5-1, p. 1 to p. 237 ; the others in Q. 5-2, from

p. 772 to p. 836.)

Hillsborough to Carleton. The commission issued to Montmolin and
Yeyssiere approved of. The support of the Chui-ch of England and the
toleration of the new subjects in the exercise of the Eoman Catholic

religion will be matters of serious attention in the general regulations.

Protection to be given to the Established Church, and care taken that

its offices are conducted with decency. Is concerned that the appoint-

ment of Yeyssiere is not agreeable to his wishes. Sends copy of letter

from the Bishop of London on the subject. 756
Enclosed. The Bishop of London to Hillsborough. Eecommends

Richard Farmer to be appointed to East Florida. Had the Governor of
Quebec sent his objections when Yeyssiere was coming to Quebec, he
(the Bishop) would have been unwilling to take any part in soliciting

an appointment, but the recommendations were so strong he had no
option.

,
758

Carleton to Grey Cooper, Secretary to the Treasury. Had received

instructions to assist the Deputy Receiver General to collect the duties

;

points out the confusion and ruin that would follow the attempt to col-

lect arrears ; he and the Council agree that the matter be deferred and the

duties begin next Spring, giving diie notice. 849

Estimate of revenue on spirits, calculated from the quantities

imported in 1765, 1766 and 1767. 852
Carleton to Hillsborough. Dispatches received. The officers of

Customs have not met with any opposition. 847

Francis Mackay to the same. Asks for instructions to remove doubts

as to the regularity of the notice of his appointment, the power to reserve

timber for His Majesty's service, &c. 768
Carleton to the same, with minutes of Council. 856
Minutes 4th July. Committee to prepare an oi-dinance respecting

roads. Claims for damages by the falling of the King's forges in the

Qui de sac ; petition of John Fraser to be schoolmaster dismissed. Sundry
petitions and order of survey on Indian lands, &c. 857
The same, 30th July. Instructions received to throw open the Indian

trade, with documents. The recommendation of the Surveyor General,

to survey from the Cedars to Lake Ontario, approved of Reports on
surveys of lots received, other surveys ordered, 860

The same, Ist August, Petition. Reports on public accounts pre-

sented, with the accounts. 863
The same, 5th August. Report of Committee on petition of Colin

Drummond and Jonas Clark Minot, respecting the King's Wharf,
entered in full, 870.

The same, 6th August, Further respecting the King's Wharf. 872.

The same, 16th August. Petitions received. 873.
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November 15,

Whitehall.

November 19,

Quebec.

November 20,

Quebec.

November 20,

Quebec.

Novemlwr 21,

Treasury.

November 21,

Whitehall.

November 21,

Treasury.

December 10,

Whitehall.

December 20,

London.

Minutes 18th August. Petition for lands on the Eestigouche refused,

they being claimed by the Indians. Other petitions and minor busi-

ness. Page 874
The same, 29th August. Petitions and entries of reports received. 876.

The same, 3rd September. Eeport (entered in full) of Committee on
repairs to the Chateau St. Louis. Petitions for lands. 878.

Hillsborough to Carleton. Eeport on manufactures received ; is con-

erned to find that the manufactui-e of linen and woollen is carried on to

an extent he could not have conceived possible. Prohibition would be
impracticable and impolitic ; hopes that when arrangements are settled,

a revenue may be obtained to encourage other industries. Birth of a

prince. Opening of Parliament ; addresses passed with unanimity, with
the resolution to preserve inviolate the supreme authority of the Legis-

lature of Great Britain over every part of the British Empire, will he
hopes, defeat the views of those who seek to create disunion and dis-

affection. 839.

Carleton to Hillsborough. Had communicated the opinion of the
Attorney and Solicitor G-eneral to the claimants for the lordship of
Mingan, of the islands of that name and of Anticosti. Had declined

to forward duplicates of their answer, as they had already sent the

original to a private agent to be laid before His Lordship. 883.

The same to the same. Gives an account of the disputes as to the

disposal of whale bono wrecked somewhere on the river. The disputes

as to the rights of the officers of the admiralty court and his (Carleton's)

powers in respect to it. 885
The same to the same. (Secret). Does not believe reports about an

attempt being in preparation for the recovery of Quebec by the Cana-
dians. He has no doubt of their secret attachment to France, which
will continue so long as they are excluded from employment in the

British service. France naturally has the affection of the people and
nothing has been done to gain one man. He, therefoi-e, cannot be sure

a treasonable correspondence does not exist, but, if so, it must be con-

fined to a few, and it is possible the Count de Chatelest raised the report
to create a jealousy, when the design to raise a Canadian Eegiment was
known, so as to prevent a measure that would fix their attachment to

the British Government. Has had applications from most of the gentle-

men of the Province to be admitted to the King's service, in which they
would show their zeal and gratitude. Considerations as to the part
France would take should the Colonies push matters to extremity. How
the good will and friendship of the Canadians, and the safety of Canada
could be secured. Eefers to previous lettei-s giving his opinion that the
affections of the Canadians or a great force is necessary to secure the
Province.

^

890.

Thomas Bradshaw to John Pownall. To move Lord Hillsborough to

inform the Lords of the Treasury if General Murray was given to under-
stand that £1,500 a year was to be his salary as Governor of Quebec. 842
Pownall to Bi-adshaw. States that Lord Hillsborough cannot gi\^e

certain information as to Murray's salary. The Treasury recommended
£2,000 a year; Lord Grenville thought £1,200 enough. Hillsborough
believes £1,500 to be a reasonable charge. 843
Bradshaw to Pownall, transmitting letter from Francis MacKay (p.

768) for Lord Hillsborough's information. 845
Hillsborough to Carleton. Letter No. 5 (12th October) laid before the

King. The letter to the Secretary of the Treasury sent to the Lords of

Trade. 853
Count Chatelest Lamont to Hillsborough (in French). Urges favour-

able consideration being given to the claims of the Marchioness de
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December 24,

Whitehall.

Yaudreuil respecting her lands in Canada, she being reduced to great
distress. Page 854

Hillsborough to Count Chatelest (in French). Had the King derived
any revenue from the Province of Quebec, he would have recalled to

His Majesty's memory Lord Shelburne's promises to the Marchioness de
Vaudreuil. So soon as the affairs of Quebec are settled, he shall do all

in his power for her interests. Is pained at the distress of the Mar-
chioness. 855

CORRESPONDEMCE BETWEEN GOVERNOR CaRLETON AND THE ENGLISH
Ministry.—1769.

1769.

January 4,

Whitehall,

January 4,

Whitehall.

January 18,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 15,

Quebec.

March 15.

Quebec.

Q. 6.

Hillsborough to Carleton. His course respecting the dispute in the
Admiralty case (Q. 5-2, p. 885) was dictated by a proper attention to the
interests of the Crown, whilst that of the judges and officers was influenced

by personal motives. His commission as Vice Admiral has been trans-

mitted. Page 1

The same to the same. His remarks on the state and temper of the
new subjects will be useful in the consideration of the measures under
deliberation. The necessity of extending to that brave and faithful

people a reasonable participation in the establishments which are to

form the basis of the future government, but fears that faction and
prejudice will prevent their employment in the military line, though he
sees great advantage were they so employed. 3

Carleton to Hillsborough. Has not yet received formal intimation for

the payment of Mr. .DeLery's pension, but has in the meantime paid him
£100 for six months, to be charged to the secret service, till further
orders, when it is desirable to make it public. Calls attention to the
suspicious circumstance that Cadet, a Canadian of low extraction, raised

from being a butcher to be munitionnaire general, has, after being
released from the Bastile, remitted two or three thousand pounds sterling,

to be distributed among his old dependents and in charity to this and
adjacent parishes. He is illiterate, but of good natural parts, and a fit

person to be emploj^ed by the French Government, if they have designs
against this country. 9
The same to the same. Sends minutes of Council. 14
Minutes 27th September, 1768. Buildings at Chiooutimi for the fur

trade, erected by Merry and others, to be demolished. Committee on
fees. Report of Committee on the damage done by the fall of the King's
forges in Cul de Sac. Petitions for land. 15
The same, 14th October. Petitions, &c., received. 20
The same, 26th Octobei-. Formal business. 21
The same, 1st November. Formal business. 22
The same, 3rd November. Potts sworn in as Commissary of the Yice-

Admiralty Court. Petitions presented. 23
The same, 24th November. H. T. Cramah^, Walter Murray and Colin

Drummond sworn in as Councillors. Committees, &c., appointed and
orders sent to officers to furnish their accounts. 25
The necessity of sti-ingent laws to guard against fires. 29
Commission to John Frank to be overseer of chimneys in Quebec. 30
Carleton to Hillsborough. Can only think of James Johnstone, John

Gray and Jacob Jordan as fit persons to succeed Price in the Council.

It is difficult to select persons suitable from such a medley of people.

Urges the admission of some of the Canadian noblesse
;
points out the
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March 20,

London.

March 24,

Whitehall.

April 13,

Quebec.

May 9,

Quebec.

May 10,

Quebec.

May 13,

Whitehall.

June 7,

Whitehall.

June 8,

Whitehall.

advantages to be expected from this step. Sends list of 12 names, the

first being that of Mr. de Lery, as he early gave proof of a desire to

serve His Majesty. Contradicts the report of the Bishop living in great
pomp ; affecting to exhibit the pomp and pageantry of the Church of

Rome and of erecting a magnificent palace. The only procession is that

of the Fete Bieu, which has always been observed, and his magnificent

building is new I'oofing the Bishop's house, of which the walls were
standing; it is now let i^y him for public offices. He himself lives in a

small apartment of the Seminary, eating at the commmon table. The
subject of religion is a delicate one. To explain many matters and
settle private affairs, he wishes to return to Europe for a time; by
being on the spot he might clear up many difficulties. Page 3-t

John C. Roberts to Pownall. Asks that a formal notification be sent

to Carleton, that AUsopp has been appointed his deputy as Secretary,

&c. 5

Hillsborough to Carleton. J. C. Roberts has been appointed Secre-

tary, &c., of the Council of Quebec, and such deputies as he shall appoint

are to be admitted. 7

Carleton to Hillsborough. Transmits copy of Xinutes of Council. 40
Minutes, 5th January, 1769, Order-in-Council respecting the boun-

daries between Quebec and New York entered. Petitions, Committees
appointed, &c. 41
The same, 17th January. Petitions and reports. The report on the

accounts, with tables, entered in full. 46
The same, 24th January. Instructions from the Treasury entered on

the minutes, and petition^ received. 55
The same, 28th January. Boundaries of La Prairie, Sault St. Louis,

Rend Cartier and the unconceded lands, to be fixed. Other surve^'^s

ordered. 57
The same, 14th February. Commission appointing Carleton Vice

Admiral entered. Petitions. 59
Caileton to Hillsborough. Sends again the plan of a citadel for Quebec,

drawn up in 1707. The estimates now accompany the plan. Opinion of

leading Canadians that Quebec could have been taken in May, 1759, had
Admiral Durell pushed up, and that the sunender after the battle of the

Plains of Abraham was due to the want of fortifications ; the remains of

Murray's troops in 17G0 being only able to hold out, because de Lery s

army had neither artillery nor ammunition. The necessity of forti-

fying. 63
The same to the same. Proposals for a new road in place of that by

Lake Champlain to New York, to be completed by means of a lottery.

For want of information has declined to sanction the proposal. The
lottery may be useful for government purposes, as it will be impossible
to raise a revenue by the old French duties as proposed, for reasons

given. 65.

Hillsborough to Carleton. The King cannot but approve of what he
has done respecting de Lery. He is to assure the new subjects that

they will enjoy all the privileges and advantages to which natural born
subjects are entitled, so far as the laws of the Kingdom will permit
it. Hopes soon to inform him that these matters are settled, so as to

give lasting security and satisfaction. The question of fortifications is

before a special committee, 12

The same to the same. Fire regulations approved of. 32

Pownall to Bradshaw. To request the Treasury to allow Mills, Receiver
General, to remain some time here, as he can give useful information to

the Lords of Trade respecting Quebec. 33
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.Tuly 8,

Quebec.

July 15,

Whitehall.

July 17,

Whitehall.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 19,

Quebec.

July 20,

Quebec.

August 2,

Quebec.

August 6,

Quebec.

August 7,

Quebec.

Carleton to Hillsborough. Transmitting papers relating to claim

made in a memorial from the people of Detroit, respecting the Isle aux
Cochons (Hog Island), which they represent was granted as a common.
The grant to McDougall leferred. Page 73

Letter (in French), signed by Jacques Campeau, B. Chapoton and
Pierre E^aume, enclosing the memorial, numerously signed, all the

signatures being given, 75-78
Hillsborough to Carleton. His letter with other information has been

laid before the Lords of Trade, who have made a report on the state of

Quebec. Until the report has been considered and decided on by the

Privy Council, leave of absence cannot be granted. The propriety of

admitting some of the new subjects to the Council. His letter relating

to the citadel shall be laid before the Committee of Council. The
opening of the new road deserves consideration. 67

The same to the Marquis of Granby. Sends letter from Carleton

respecting fortifications for consideration. 69

Carleton to Hillsborough. Arrival of an English Jesuit, Hunter,
stating he had been recommended for the Illinois, but a priest has been
sent from the Seminary there last summer. Hunter not allowed to

remain, in accordance with instructions to Murray. Is told that the

Jesuits propose to get a petition prepared for leave to continue their

order in the Province, but as yet the matter is in no forwardness. 70
The same to the same. Sends copy of minutes of Council. 81

Minutes, 5th April, 1769. Petition from British and Canadian mer-
chants for new regulations for the trade of the upper country. From
merchants in Quebec for a road to Fort Halifax through New Hamp-
shire. For a salary to Charles Dayley, in charge of the fire engine. 82

The same, 24th A.pril. Order to prevent credit for liquor. Eeport in

full of the committee on the memorial touching the Indian trade. The
report is long and minute in details, suggesting certain changes in the

regulations, &c. 83

The same, 2nd May. Petitions referred to committees. 100

The same, 17th May. Business referred to committees. 102

The same, 22nd May. Lease of King's wharf sent to lessee for peru-

sal ; other business referred to committees. 102
The same, 30th May. Ordinances approved of; other business referred

to committees to report. 104
Carleton to Hillsborough, with ordinances. 108

The same to the same. Although the Jesuits cannot admit that the
person who so notoriously quitted their order has had any right to a
pension or annuity, they shall submit to do what His Majesty may
order, but thej' are far short of what was represented, and Rou baud's

demands are ho unreasonable that they could not comply with them with-
out distressing themselves. He (Carleton) can certify to the truth of
their statements. 109

Statement by M. de Glapion, Superior of the Jesuits, on the claims of

Eoubaud, his conduct, &c. Ill
Carleton to Hillsborough. Sends three names, those ofJohn Gray, Jacob

Jordan and Francis Levesque, to till the vacancy in the Council caused
by the death of Francis Mouniei-. Again urges the appointment of some
of the Canadian gentry. 113
The same to the same. Hunter (the Jesuit already referred to) is

embarking for Britain with a petition from the Bishop and clergy for

the continuance of the Jesuits, for the education of youth and for mis-

sions among the Indians. For the latter they received 14,000 livres a

3'ear from the King of France, which ceased at the Conquest, and at the
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October 3,

Quebec.

October 11,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

November 4,

Whitehall.

Noxember 13,

Quebec.

December 1,

Whitehall. «

December 1,

Whitehall.

dissolution of the order in France, they lost an estate of 10,000 livres a
year. A petition to much the same effect has been presented by the

Recollets, but he had not forwarded it, knowing that His Majesty had
taken a resolution respecting the regular clergy. A petition has also

been presented respecting the ancient laws, but as the King intends to

grant what the petition asks for, he thinks it better the benefit should

come from the King's care of their interest rather than appear to be

due to solicitation. Page 115

The petition of the Bishop of Quebec, signed also by the clergy. 117
Carleton to Hillsborough. Has granted twelve months leave ofabsence

to Maseres. His dislike of the climate, and wish to go back to London
for preferment; his antipathy to the Canadians, &c. Had hoped that

experience would wear away his prejudices, as he would have been
useful. Has been disappointed in this hope, but would not let him leave

till the report on the laws was completed. Henry Kneller appointed
in his room. 124
The same to the same. Sends copy of minutes of Council. 131
Minutes, 10th July. Regulations proposed for the Indian trade by

the Assembly of Kew Yoik received. Committees on accounts, &c.,

appointed. 132
The same, 12th July. Letters sent to the magistrates of Montreal, in

relation to complaints of their administration of justice. 183
The same, lOih August. Receiver Greneral's accounts produced and

sworn to. 141

The same, 11th August. The report of the committee of accounts
approved of, except a portion marked, and deduction ordered. The
report follows. 142

The same, 18th August. Committee appointed to consider the ad-

ministration of justice. Memorials presented. 145
The same, Ist September. Formal business. 146

The same, 14th September. Report of the committee on the adminis-
tration of justice. (The report is given in full.) Petition from Denys
Vitr^ for the restoration of the ground on which the barracks stand, it

having been taken from him by the intendaiit under the French govern-
ment, without compensation. The sum of £100 ordered. 147

Carleton to Hillsborough. Reports the statements made to the Cana-
dians by Vialars, a London merchant, that the King was ready to grant
whatever they asked ; that the coffers of France were full and those of

Britain exhausted. &c. His (Carleton's) reasons for discouraging
petitions. 161

Hillsborough to Carleton. The subject of the Jesuits, as of every
other establishment in the Colony, is still under consideration. His
conduct with regard to Hunter approved of; the petition he brings

requires very serious consideration. The reasons for the Jesuits not
making the allowance to Roubaud shall be laid before the King. The
reports about the conduct and spirit of the Indians, caused by reports

that the}' will soon see the country in possession of France, requires

that the conduct of the new subjects trading with them be strictly

watched. 121

Carleton to Hillsborough. Sends report on the state of manufactures,
with remarks. 166

Report follows. 168
Hillsborough to Carleton (secret and confidential). Sends, con-

fidentially, a copy of the proposed report of the Lords of Council on
the state of Quebec, for his carefiil consideration. 129

The same to the same. The Lords of the Council will come to no
resolution on the report of the Lords of Trade, respecting the state of
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Quebec, until the arrival of Morgan with his report. He has, therefore,

obtained the leave of absence asked for, as his advice will be useful, but
the King trusts the leave will not be taken should the state of the
Colony appear to require his presence. The favourable opinion held of
Cramah^. , Page 12*7

1769.
November 22,

Quebec.

1770.

January 18,

Whitehall.

February 17,

Whitehall.

March 28,

Quebec.

March 29,

Quebec.

April 10,

Quebec.

April 10,

Quebec.

Correspondence between Governor Carleton, Lieutenant Governoe
Cramah^, Col. Irving and Lord Hillsborough—1770.

Q. 7.

Carleton to Hillsborough. Api)lication of Abb^ Joncaire for leave to

return to Canada. His suitableness for the purposes of the French,
should they have designs against this country, makes it dangerous to

grant bis request. The Abb^ complains that he holds the position of

being suspected in France of being attached to British interests, and in

Canada of being too much of a Frenchman. As there are only suspicions

against him, he (Carleton) does not number this letter, so that such use

may be made of it as seems expedient. Page 3
Hillsborough to Carleton. Morgan has arrived and delivered the

papers, which will pave the way for a speedy decision on the state of

Quebec. Regrets the departure of Maseres; appointment of Kneller joro

tempore approved of. Remembers Vialars, and had a conversation with
him on the state of Quebec, but he had no authority to speak in his

(Hillsborough's) name. All communications to the King's subjects in

Quebec are made officially and not through a private person. Sends the

King's speech. Mr. Charles Yorke succeeds Lord Camden in office, and
is to be called to the House of Lords. 1

The same to the same. That an application for a passport by Abb6
Joncaire will not meet with any encouragement. Death of Mr. Yorke,
the Great Seal put in commission ; Lord North succeeds Lord Grafton
as first commissioner at the Treasury Board. 6

Carleton to Hillsborough. Transmits ordinance for regulating the
courts of law. The character of those who were entitled to be justices of

peace ; those who prospei'ed could not give the time and bankrupt traders,

&c., used every scheme to increase the business and their own emoluments,
employing bailiifs, chiefly French soldiers, either disbanded or deserters,

to stir up every little feud in the parishes, so that the people were ruined

and their creditors defrauded, as the fees swallowed up the proceeds of

sales. His own experience of the effects on his last tour through the

country. The necessity of curtailing the powers of the justices and the

means he proposes to make the laws uniform. 7

Ordinance referred to. 12

Copy of a letter (in French) from an old captain of militia, dated
Yamaska, 3rd July, 1769, gives details of the manner in which the law
is administered throughout the country. 55

Carleton to Hillsborough. Leave of absence received ; will not take

advantage of it, should his presence in the country be necessary. It

was always intended to obviate the inconvenience of Cramah^ acting in

a judicial capacity, should the government devolve on him. 59

The same to the same. Sends forms of bonds and licenses for the

Indian trade. 62

The forms follow. 63 to 72
Carleton to Hillsboi'ough. Sends minutes of Council. 73
Minute, 10th' January. Committees appointed. 74
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April 25,

Quebec.

May 29,

Detroit.

June 12,

Whitehall.

July 4,

Quebec.

July 5,

Quebec.

July G,

Whitehall.

Jul^ 8,

Quebec.

July 29,

Montreal.

Minute, 1st February. Eeport of the committee on the ordinance
for the administration of justice approved ; report is entered in full.

Petition for a refund of duty overcharged on rum. Page 75
The same, 14th February. Translation of the Ordinance read and

approved. 78
Eeport oh accounts and petitions, &c., received. The table of the

accounts appended. 80
Carleton to Hillsborough. The excitement among the old subjects over

the ordinance amending the law for the administration of justice, as it

affects their private circumstances as well as their influence. Deputation
with a memorial against the ordinance ; reports the considerations given
verbally for its repeal and his answers; can see no ground for repealing
any part of it. (jrives instances of the injustice committed under the
law as it stood before the ordinance was passed; and of the intolerable

oppression from which the people suffered. 89
Memorial referred to follows. . 95
Lieut. George McDougall to Hillsborough, respecting the grant to him

of Hog Island. 110
Memorial and accompanying document's. 112 to 127
Hillsborough to Carleton. Ordinance of 1st February (for regulat-

ing courts of law) approved of, as His Majesty wishes every just ground
of complaint removed. 61

Carleton to Hillsborough. Sends minutes of Council. 128
Minutes, 18th April. Petitions for land, &c., received. Report on

Van Felsen's petition for land at Bonaventure, on the Bay of Chaleurs
(report received, p. 129; entered in full, p. 132). 129
The same, 23rd May. The state oaths, declaration against trans-sub-

stantiation, and oath of office administered to Cramah^ and Marteilhe.

Report on the claim of John Fiank, chimney inspector, recommending
payment (report on the claim at p. 136). Other business laid over or

referred to committees. 134
The same, 30th May. Report on the claim of merchants for the re-

fund of duties overcharged on rum; the report is in full. 141
The same, 26th June. Petitions laid on the table. 148
Carleton to Hillsborough. Transmits correspondence respecting the re-

lation of the collector and officers of Customs, and of the right to in-

crease fees without reference to the Govei'nor. 152
The correspondence 'follows, including letters to and fi'om the Com-

missioners of Customs at Boston. 155 to 189
Hillsborough to Carleton. The regulations respecting the Indian

trade, and the ordinance establishing the Courts of Judicature are
approved of. 109

I)r. Mabane to Hillsborough. Respecting his dismissal from the
Council. The presence of Carleton in London wil! give an oppor-
tunit}'' of ascertaining the reason ; if any complaints are not cleared
up by the memorial, he may, on ('arleton's statements, have an
opportunity of justifying himself. The terms of his appointment. 240

Pierre du Calvet to Carleton (in French). That he has been
endeavouring in vain to induce improvements in the administration of
justice among his fellow magistrates, and had complained to the
Governor and Council, his only reward being the issue of an ordinance
which insulted every Justice of the Peace, himself included. Prays
that his (Carleton's) decision may be delayed till memorials can be
presented on the subject. All the ordinances issued by the Council
seem to proceed from arbitrary power, and to be dictated by intriguers,

&c. 190
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July 29,

Quebec.

August 14,

Quebec.

October 1,

Chatham
Barrack.

October 3,

Whitehall.

October 3,

Whitehall.

October 6,

Montreal.

October 9,

Quebec.

October 10,

Quebec.

October 16,

Whitehall.

October 19,

Whitehall.

October 28,

Montreal.

Memorial (in French) of the French inhabitants of Quebec, Montreal

and Three Eivers, to Carleton, praying him that after his arrival in

London he would represent favourably to the King their desire for the

re-establishment of the college, for the furtherance of education, &c.

Page 311

Cramahd to Hillsborough. That on Carleton being out of the limits of

the Province he had assembled the Council and taken the oaths of

office, &c. , 192

Proclamation of his having assumed office as Lieut. Governor. 194
P. iEmilius Irving to Hillsborough. Encloses memorial trusting that

an investigation into the cause of his dismissal may be made, now that

Carleton is returned, as he has been wantonly injured and his reputation

attacked. 198

The memorial follows with accompanying documents. 200 to 239

Hillsborough to Cramahd. The King approves of his proclamation
and other necessary steps in consequence of the departure of

Carleton. 197

The same to Lieut. McDougall. As he has not accepted the suggestion

that a settlement might be come to between him and the people of

Detroit respecting Hog Island, the decision must be left to the

King. 196

Chartier de Lotbini^re to Hillsborough (in French). Eeminding him
of the promise made to him in London in 1764, that he would be

immediately put in possession of the two seigniories of Alainville and
Hoquart, on Lake Champlain. He is still in the same state of un-

certainty as then, and reduced to distress ; asks for relief. 264

Cramah^ to Carleton. Transmits to him, by desire of the Canadians,

a petition that the laws and customs which governed their properties be

restored. They wish him (Carleton) to present the j)etition on their

behalf. 266

The same to Hillsborough. Sends minutes of Council. 249

Minutes, 16th July. Imperial act for discontinuing certain drawbacks
read and entered, and to be translated and published in the Gazette. A
petition from Isaac Werden, coroner, dismissed. 250

The same, 30th July. Reports on claim for refund of rum duties ap-

proved (report at p. 255). Eeceiver General's accounts received

(report at p. 257). Petitions presented. 252

The same, 9th August. Oaths of office administered on Cramah^ as-

suming the command of the Province, with proclamation and other

formalities. 258
The same, 8th September. List of bailiffs read. Eeward offered for

the discovery of incendiaries in Montreal. 261

Pownall to Clerk of the Council in waiting. That by Lord Hillsbor-

ough's Orders he has transferred papers sent by the Governor of Quebec,

pursuant to Order in Council of 28th August, 1767, and stating that the

Governor has lately arrived in London. 242
Inventory of the papers referred . to, which were transferred to the

Council office. 246
Hillsborough to Col. Irving. The King having approved of his re-

moval from the Council in 1766, it would neither be proper nor regular

for him (Hillsborough) to interfere in a matter already decided on. 247
Du Calvet to Hillsborough (in French). Calls attention to a petition

for an ensigncy to his nephew, who had on account of his religion come
to this country like him (du Calvet) to be under the best of Kings and
protection of the true religion, and it is on account of his (du Calvet's)

services that he asks for a pension. When in London, in 1767, Lord
Shelburne presented his petition to Lord Chatham, but business compel-
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1770.

October 31,

St. Francis.

November 2,

Quebec.

December 11,

Whitehall.

No date.

led him to return to Canada before anything was settled. Sends a mem-
orial on the administration of justice, which he prays may be exam-
ined. Page 268

Memorial (in French) stating his employment as commissary in the
French service in Acadia in 1758, where he was able to assist a large

number of British soldiers, prisoners, and was able to confer the same
benefit on the taking of Quebec. Details of his birth, misfortunes, &c.
Asks for a pension on account of his services, of his attachment to the
Protestant religion, for which he has lost everything, and his ardent
wishes for the glory of His Majesty's reign. 271

Observations on the ordinance respecting the administration of
justice. 274
A long memorial (in French) beginning with a statement of his

services in Acadia, first by saving the lives of British soldiers, prisoners

;

and then by reconciling the Acadians to the British; his appointment by
Murray to the magistracy. The memorial is largely taken up with an
account of his own great services and with acrimonious criticisms on
his brother magistrates, and includes correspondence with the Governor
and Council, lists of magistrates with their localities, his controversial

correspondence with the magistrates, &c. 279 to 349
Address (in French) of the Abenaki Indians to the King. 356

Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Sends report of the manufactures in the
Province for 1770. Everything quiet here and in the upper country. 350
The report includes the manufacture of linen, woollen, earthenware,

leather, bar and wrought iron, potash and rum. 352
Hillsborough to Cramah^. Minutes received. The affairs of Quebec

under consideration. The decision will, he trusts, remove the diflBlculties

and obstructions complained of. 267
Address of the British fieeholders of Quebec to the King, praying

that a General Assembly be called. 359
Memorial (in French) from the Canadians of the Province of Quebec,

for a restoration of their laws and customs, pledging their fidelity. 363
Address (in French) of the French inhabitants of Quebec to Carleton.

For the re-establishment of the college, under the direction of the same
order as before, with liberty 1o receive either English, Canadians or
learned persons from other nations, and of the same order, so that they
may continue their old functions of teaching and cff instructing the
Indians. • 367

Correspondence between Lord Hillsborough and Lieuenant-Gov-
ERNOR Cramah^—1771 1772,

1770.

October 10,

Quebec.

1771.

January 2,

Whitehall.

January 3,

Quebec.

Q. 8.

Thomas Ainslie to John Pownall. Calling attention to his claim against
Eichard Murray, vendue master. Page 2
A memorial dated in London, the 21st March, 1771, by Ainslie,

follows. 5
Hillsborough to Cramah^. Eeport received,

grant powers to the Governor and Council
time.

Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Sends minutes,
for a road from the Province of New York to that of Quebec

;
part of

the road, from the County of Gloucester, N. Y. to Lake Champlain, has
been begun by means of a private subscription. The trading people and

Proposed legislation to

of Quebec for a limited

1

Proposal b}^ Mr. Sleeper
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1771.

January 31,

Quebec.

April 12,

Whitehall,

April 13,

Quebec.

April 29,

Quebec.

April 30,

Quebec.

May 4,

Whitehall.

June 20,

Treasury.

July 3,

Whitehall.

July 3,

Whitehall.

July 8,

Quebec.

the postmaster of the Province think it would be beneficial. Sleeper's

petition, a sketch of the road and of Lake Champlain enclosed. Page 9

Petition, plan of Lake Champlain and of road. 15-17a-176
Minutes of Council, 10th November, 1770. Refusing to grant public

money for the road, but the members, regarding the road as of benefit,

would individually give a subscription. 12
Cramah^ to Hillsborough, (secret). Will, as desited, take every measure

to defend the Province. The Canadians quiet and there is no reason to

apprehend any stir while Spain only is concerned. They have the

greatest hopes of being relieved b}'' His Majesty from certain incon-

veniencies which will be explained by Carleton. 18
Pownall to Clerk of the Council. Transmitting addresses and petitions

from the inhabitants of Quebec. 8
Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Sends minutes of Council. 29
Minutes, 5th January. Committee on accounts appointed. Claims

referred to committee. 30
The same, 12th January. Certain small claims allowed, &c. 31
The same, 29th January. Receiver General's accounts produced.

Grant made of £100 to the Union Fire Society of Montreal, to enable it

to complete the public reservoir and to make conduits and basins for the

reception of water in different streets, in order to prevent and extinguish
fires. Report of the public accounts committee with details. 33
The same, 14th February. Grant of a piece of land in Montreal for the

erection of a store-house for gunpowder belonging to merchants. 40
Cramahd to Hillsborough. Complaints as to violence to the Indians come

from the south ; there are no such complaints here. Proposed meeting of
Indian commissioners in New York, to consider Indian regulations.

The officers of the regiments here have gone south on recruiting
service. 43
The same to the same. The prospect of government being settled on

a firm basis gives satisfaction. Contradicts the report in newspapers
that the Canadians in prospect of war had been behaving with insolence.

Discovery of a gang of robbers ; three soldiers hanged, who had formed
part of the gang. The assistance given by the military authorities and
the cordial relations between them and the civil authorities. 45

Hillsborough to Cramah^. To give every encouragement to build

roads between the Provinces by private subscription, but cannot recom-
mend the expenditure of public money on that object. The difficulty

of coming to a decision respecting the settlement of the government of
Quebec ; hopes that a satisfactory conclusion will soon be arrived at. 20
John Robinson to Pownall. Transmits Treasury minute on Carleton's

memorial. 22
The minute recites the King's pleasure that the military government

of the Province of Quebec should be re-annexed to the civil so soon as

there is a vacancy in the former, and that until then the governor should
receive a salary of £2,000 a year, to be reduced to £1,500 when the mili-

tary government with its emoluments be added to the civil. 23
Hillsborough to Cramah^. His commisssion as Lieut. Governor has

been handed to Carleton. Steps being taken for settling the government
of Quebec. His Majesty's gracious intentions towards his faithful

subjects in Quebec. 26
The same to the same. Bentzell appointed inspector of lands and

surveyor of white pine in Quebec and that part of New York Avhich
borders on Lake Champlain. 28
Cramahd to Hillsborough. Circular received. The event announced

[probably peace with Spain] has enabled the old and new subjects to
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1771.

July 9,

Quebec.

July 10,

Quebec.

July 19,

Whitehall.

July 31,

Quebec.

October 8,

Quebec.

October 8,

Quebec.

October 9,

Quebec.

Octol^er 9,

Quebec.

October 31,

Quebec.

November 18,

Quebec.

December 4,

Whitehall.

make a greater export of corn than has been done since the first settle-

ment of the country. Page 49
Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Sends minutes. Incendiary fires in the

town of Quebec ; measures to detect the incendiaries. 50
The same to Pownall. The circular describing the process of making

tar and pitch in Sweden shall be made as public as possible. 52
Hillsborough to Cramah^, The King does not approve of holding

congresses on Indian affairs ; all that he (Cramah^) can do is to suggest
what regulations might be adopted. His Majesty has every confidence

in the fidelity of his new subjects. The execution of three soldiers for

robbery approved of. 47
Cramahe to Hillsborough. By the death of Sleepei-, the proposal he

made for a road seems to be dropped, but it could not have been brought
to perfection by a private subscription; shall, however, encourage any
fresh proposal. The Canadians eagerly wish for a settlement of the

government. The proposed meeting of commisssioners on Indian
aftairs. 53

The same to the same. Asks that his thanks for being appointed
Lieutenant Governor be laid before the King. Eepeats the statement of

the anxiety of the Canadians about the settled basis of government, and
their confidence in the King's goodness. Sends copy of the proclamation
that he is appointed Lieutenant Governor. 55

Proclamation. 71
Cramahd to Hillsborough. Bentzell has presented his commission

;

every assistance shall be given him. 59

The same to the same. Sends minutes of Council. 60

Minutes 12th July. Eeceiver General's accoiints presented and
referred. Letters from Lord Dunmore respecting the boundary between
Quebec and New York. Commissioners appointed. Report on public

accounts with details. 61

The same, 26th September. Cramahd's commission read. Oaths to

councillors. Dunmore's letters respecting a meeting on Indian affairs.

Committee appointed. Petitions received, &c. 68

The same, 28th September. Bailift's appointed. Petitions for lands

referred to committee. 72

The same, 30th September. Address to Cramahe by the Council,

and reply. 74
Cramahe to Pownall. Acts of Parliament, &c., received. 78

The same to Hillsborough. The disapprobation of the meeting of
Indian Commissioners in congress at !New York ari-ived in time to

prevent him sending commissioners there. Remarks on the differences in

carrying on the Indian trade from New York and from Canada. Suck-
ling, Advocate General, has left without leave; Kneller appointed. 82
The same to the same. Sends report of manufactures. Sends memorial

from the manufacturers of and dealers in staves, with remarks. 84
Report on the state of manufactures for 1771. 87
Memorial respecting oak staves. 91
Hillsborough to Cramahe. Dispatches received. His conduct relative

to discovering incendiaries in Quebec and to the proposal ofNew York for

extending the boundary survey approved of. His Majesty shall be glad to

hear the result of the meeting of Indian Commissioners, but cannot
approve of them meeting in congress. The sentiments of the new sub-

jects are acceptable to His Majesty ; the delay in settling the govern-
ment of Quebec is unavoidable. Is gratified at the tone of the addresses
to him (Cramah^) on being appointed to the Lieutenant Governorship.
Recovery of the Duke of Gloucester from his illness at Leghorn. 79
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1771.

December 26,

Montreal.

1772.

January 11,

Whitehall.

Janviary 15,

(Quebec.

January 15,

Quebec.

April 2,

Quebec.

April 9,

Whitehall.

April 9,

Whitehall.

April 18.

Whitehall.

May 4,

Quebec.

May 5,

Qnebec.

Deschambault to Carleton (in French). Calling attention to the loss

by fire of a house belonging to him, which had been rented as a barrack.

Should employment be given without respect to the religion of those

employed, asks that he be remembered. Page 99

Copy of the lease (in Fi-ench) follows. . 102
Memorials (in French) from Joseph Fleury Deschambault. 104-106

Hillsborough to Cramahe. Is pleased that no commissioners were
sent to New York on Indian affairs. Letter, &c., respecting oak staves

received. Sends additional instructions. 97
Cramahe to Pownall. Has received his letter. 123

The same to Hillsborough. Sends copy of the mmutes of Council. 116
Minutes Slst December, 1771. Committee on public accounts appointed.

Seven petitions for land referred to a committee.

1. Hugh Finlay, for lands at Bonaventure.
2. John Thomson, for lands at the same place.

3. Anderson and Smith, for lands at Bonaventure, Paspebiac and
Cascapediac.

4. Zachary Macaulay and Charles Grordon, for lands on the Island of

Bonaventure.
5. Charles Gordon, for lands at Pointe Perc^e.

6. Zachary Macaulay, for lands at Point Perc^e
7. The same for lands on Fox River.

The last is on the ground of his having served as a midshipman at

the reduction of Louisbourg and Quebec. 117
Cramahe to Hillsborough. Sends minutes of Council. 125

Minutes, 13th January. Collins, surveyor, ordered to attend to run
the boundary line between New York and Quebec. Memorial pre-

sented by the Clerk of the Peace for a salary. Receiver General's ac-

counts produced. Report on pj-oposals by New York for regulating the

Indian trade (report begins at p. 129) ; report on public accounts (the

report begins at p. 135 and gives the tables.) 126

Hillsborough to Cramah^ (separate and secret.) Transmits copy of

a letter from M. Rouville, in Canada, to the Marquis d'Ossun, the French
Ambassador at Madrid. The veracity ofthe informant is to be doubted,

but owing to the conduct at present of the Court of France, the conduct
ot the new subjects must be closely watched, the nature and extent of
the correspondence with France ascertained, and the channel through
which it is carried on. This is more pai-ticularly necessary with the

Rouville family, as the son is in the French service, and is in London
taking his passage to Canada, but who has said nothing to contirm sus-

picion. A man named Deprocas has obtained a pas>:port to go to

Quebec; he was a pilot for the St. Lawrence before the Conquest of

Canada, and gives a vei-y contradictory account of himself. These and
all others coming from France are to be closely watched. Ill
Copy of the letter follows, dated Montreal, 3rd May, 1771. 114
Hillsborough to Cramahe, introducing M. Rouville. 115

The same to the same. Is gratified at the number of applications for

land. 124
Cramahe to Hillsborough. The attempt to discover the incendiaries

in Quebec ; the winter has, however, passed without alarm. The thaw
has prevented the completion of the boundary survey between Quebec
and New York; it will be carried to completion during the summer.
Congratulations on the recovery of the Duke of Gloucester. 140
The same to the same. Satisfaction of the new subjects with the

additional instructions, and of the old subjects with the method of grant-
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1772.

May 13,

Quebec.

July 1,

Whitehall.

July 2,

Quebec.

Julys,
Quebec.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 25,

Quebec.

August 7,

Whitehall.

August 17,

London.

August 17,

Quebec.

August 18,

Quebec.

ing lands. When the Surveyor General has finished running the

boundary line, steps shall be taken towards granting lands. Page 142
Cramahd to Hillsborough. News of the death of the Princess Dowager

of Wales received. 143

Same date to Pownall, that orders respecting mourning had been
received. 144

Hillsborough to Cramah^. Avoids expressing an opinion about the
proposals regarding the Indian trade made by New York ; whilst they
differ so widely from those of Quebec, it is vain to expect concurrence
in any general plan. 139
Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Had not sent the names of the persons he

would propose to fill the vacancy in the Council caused by the death of
Walter Murray, for reasons given. Can only recommend two, Francis

Levesque and John Collins. The scarcity of fit persons for the
office. 155
The same to the same. Eeports the arrival ofa French schooner from

the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, with a Madame Henry, her
children and some other passengers. The irregularity ofthe transaction,

but under the circumstances he had allowed the master of the vessel to

purchase flour, etc. ; but wrote to the Governor of the islands to prevent
such irregularities in future. 157
The same to W, Knox. That he has received additional instruc-

tions. 165
The same to Hillsborough. Separate and secret letter received. Sees

no reason to suspect young Eouville of any improper design. Thinks
the father too sensible to have signed such a letter as that of which the
copy was sent. Far from complaining of slavery, the Canadian noblesse

allege that from the present freedom, the middling and lower classes are
losing respect for their superiors. The fact of the letter being alleged

to be sent to Madrid strengthens his disbelief in its authenticity. The
uncertainty of the laws and the want of decisions in a language they can
understand are the chief causes of complaint. The French clergy, who
regard the Canadian clergy with contempt, are no doubt in favour of a
change, and may lead away the habitants. The Canadian clergy are
strongly interested to prevent a change

;
permission to consecrate a

coadjutor helps this. Note of arrivals trom France this year. Does not
believe the new subjects have any improper plans; if there are any they
must come from the other side, but he will keep careful watch. 160

Hillsborough to Cramah^. Is gratified that the additional instructions

have given satisfaction. 145
Pierre Koubaud to Dartmouth. Memorial (in French) beginning

" L'innocence oppi-im^e porte au tribunal de votre Excellence le rdcit

de ses malheurs. La vdrit^ toute simple va parler par sa voix ; votre
humanity, milord, votre justice, votre religion, votre patriotisme jugerent
sa cause." The memorial sets forth his services during the French
occupation and since that time, and demands a share of the Jesuit

Estates. He is engaged in writing a work which will be found of
service. 146
Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Calls attention to the inconveniences

arising from the state of the gold coin, the high price of silver and the
want of small change, and the agreement made by the merchants of
Quebec and Montreal. 171
The same to the same. Transmits minutes. The effect of the new

instructions respecting the grants of land. Leave of absence to Hugh
Finlay, Postmaster. 175

Minutes, 30th June. Instructions as to granting lands referred to a
committee. (Instructions begin at p. 183). Eepaii-s to gaol. Petitions
for lands. Committee on public accounts appointed. 178

6a—

4
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1772.

August 19,

September 2,

Whitehall.

September 19,

Quebec.

September 27,

Whitehall.

October 9,

Quebec.

October 10,

Quebec.

October 30,

Quebec.

November 4,

Whitehall.

December 9,

WhitehaU.

Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Trial and execution of Michael Du^ for a
murder at Detroit. Fire at the Seminary and Jesuits' College, Quebec.
The good services of the troops prevented serious destruction of pro-

perty. Page 187
Memoi'ial from Jacques Campeau, stating his services and praying for

a grant of land. 189
Dartmouth to Cramah^. The question of new councillors referred to

the Lords of Trade. The illegality of vessels coming from foreign

colonies ; his conduct is, however, approved of in respect to the schooner
from Pierre and Miquelon. The permission to consecrate a coadjutor

to the person styling himself the Bishop of Quebec, in accordance with
powers he held for that purpose, must mean that he received these from
some foreign ecclesiastical authoi'ity, as no authority was ever given by
His Majesty for the exercise in the Colony of any powers of episcopacy
in matters relative to the religion of the Church of Rome. The matter
must be laid before the King. 166
Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Transmits ordinance altering the time at

which the Michaelmas term is to begin. Francis Levesque appointed to

the Council, in room of Finlay, absent on leave. 195
Ordinance follows. 197
Dartmouth to Cramahd. To press the prosecution against Eamsay,

sent by Sir "William Johnson to Quebec, for trial for the brutual murder
of Indians, as there is a danger from the prejudices against Indians
that he may be acquitted. 169
Cramahd to Hillsborough. Minutes enclosed. Has given Mr.

Levesque leave of absence. 205
Minutes, 29th July. Petitions for land, &c., referred to a committee.

Report of the Committee on Public Accounts (report with tables given.)

206
The same, 24th August. Francis Levesque sworn in. Petitions for

land, &c., referred to a committee. Ordinance ordered to be translated

into French and published. 212
Cramah^ to Hillsborough. Reports thatMr.Dufy, ofMontreal, a captain

of militia there before the Conquest, had received official intimation
from France that he has been named to the order of St. Louis.

Mr. Dufy's indifference to the honour; remarks on the designs of

France. 217
The same to the same. Sends report of manufactures. The growth

of hemp and flax would be greatly promoted were encouragement given.

The increase in the growth of wheat : in 1771 the export was 188,000
bushels, this year about 150,000, and the export next year will be from
200,000 to 300,000 bushels. Leave of absence to Mr. Allsopp. 225

Report follows. 227
Dartmouth to Cramah^. Respecting the coin in circulation. The

disorders of those parts of America outside of civil government ; the
good effect of the punishment that has been inflicted. Desires, however,
to know with precision the grounds on which the Superior Court of
Quebec took cognizance of the case of Dud, by what authorityjurisdiction
is claimed over the inhabitants of Detroit, and who appoints the
magistrates. To investigate the cause of the fires at Quebec. Mr.
Campeau's request reasonable, and shall not be forgotten when arrange-
ments are made for the further settlement at Detroit. 202
The same to the same. Minutes received. It would have been better

had Mr. Dufit (Diify in previous letter) consulted him (Cramahd) before

answering the letter respecting the order of St. Louis. Believes that
the French Ministry will disavow the offer. 223
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1772.

December 9,

Whitehall.
Dartmouth te Cramahe. The question of the appointment ofa coadju-

tor and of all matters relating to the toleration of the Church of Eome in

Quebec, is now before the Privy Council with other arrangements.
Page 220

Correspondence between Lieut.-Gov. Cramah^ and the English
Ministry—1773.

1772.

October 1.^,

Montreal.

November 11,

Quebec.

November 11,

Quebec.

1773.

January 6,

Whitehall.

February 3,

WhitehaU.

March 3,

WhitehaU.

February 10,

Quebec.

Api
Whhitehall.

.Tune 22,

C^ebec.

6a—

Q. 9.

Joseph Fleuiy de Chambault (sic) to Dartmouth (in French). Memo-
iial stating his claims against the Court of France on account of a lease

of certain posts and for his outlay for grain and flour for the subsistence

of the French troops during the war of 1759. Sends the memorial and
other documents by the hands of Captain Dunbar of the 44th Eegiment,
and prays that His Lordship would bring the subject before the Court
of France for a settlement. Page 16

Sketch (in French) of the memorials presented for six years to the
French Ministry, showing the sums due him. 21
Copy of the memorial (in French) which he presented to the Duke de

Choiseul in 1765. 28
Cramahd toDartmouth. That in consequence ofinstructionsto Carleton,

duplicates are not now sent to the Lords of Trade. The few members of
the Council present induced him to recommend the appointment of
Levesque, Is grateful for the King's approbation of his conduct respect-

ing the Fi-ench schooner. Eeports the arrival of an Irish Franciscan
friar from the Island of St. John's; has refused him employment and
paid his passage to Europe. Hopes that the question of the government
of Quebec may be speedily settled. 4
The same to the same. Congratulates him (Dartmouth) on being

appointed Colonial Secretary. 2

Dartmouth to Cramahd. Tj'ansmits papers relative to a claim by the
widow and heir of M. de St. Ange against William Grant of Quebec. 1

The same to the same. His conduct respecting the Fi-anciscan friar

highly approved of. 7
The same to the same. Encloses a copy of a petition from Eobin,

Pipon & Co., stating their losses and praying for a grant of Paspebiac
Bank in the Bay of Chaleurs, and of 1,000 acres of land adjoining, for

the prosecution of the fisheries. There is no objection to making the
grant. 12
The petition precedes the letter. 8
Cramahe to Dartmouth. In consequence of the absence of several of

the Councillors, has sworn in John Collins and Edward Hai-rison. 13
Dartmouth to Cramahd. The appointment to the Council (till the

King's pleasure be known) of John Collins and Edward Harrison is

approved of. Leave of absence granted to Mr. Hay (Hey, Chief Jus-
tice.) 15
Cramahe to Dartmouth. Transmits minutes of Council ; no meeting

since March for want of a sufficient number to form a Board. Eespecting
Eamsay, accused of the murder of an Indian near Niagara, the trial will

be in September, Sketch of Eamsay's career. Dubd executed for the
murder of a trader at Detroit, to whom he was clerk, was tried at Que-
bec, in accordance with a clause in the Mutiny Act (6 George III).

Dufy answered the letter respecting the order of St. Louis offered to
him in ignorance of the niceties to be observed on such occasions, not
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1773.

June 22,

Quebec.

June 29,

Quebec.

July 12,

Quebec.

August 31,

Whitehall.

October 1,

Quebec.

October 6,

Quebec.

October 7,

Quebec.

out of disrespect to government. Is surprised at the complaints of the
widow St. Ange; explains the cause of delay; he has tried to get both
parties to make an amicable settlement. Will bring Robin, Pipon &
Co.'s petition before the Council; there are many applications for land
of the same nature. Found on his late tour the people everywhere
thriving and improving. The Indians at Sault St. Louis and Lake of

Two Mountains complain about unsettled boundaries and about the
rum trade. Page 34

Minutes, 29th January. John Collins and Edward Harrison sworn in,

and a committee appointed to examine the accounts. 40
The same, 8th February. Committee to cons'der the proposal from

Governor Tryon, New York, to complete the boundary line. Routine.
Report on public accounts, with tables (report begins at p. 43). 41
The same, 22nd February. Petitiops. Report on the boundary line

with New York. 46
Cramahd to Dartmouth. Sincerely wishes that the arrangements for

the government of the Province may be speedily settled. Believes that
the only sure way to gain the aifections of the new subjects is to grant
them all possible freedom in the exercise of their religion ; as the old

priests die out, the Province will supply a clergy entirely Canadian, but
this necessitates some one holding episcopal functions, and the allowance
of a co-adjutor will prevent the Bishop from being obliged to cross the
seas for consecration. 51
The same to the same. Transmits ordinance for preventing fires.

The fire at the seminary of Quebec last year was not from design ; most
of the fires are the result of negligence or smoking, 53
Ordinance follows. 55
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Sends minutes of Council. Chief Justice Hey

is grateful for the leave of absence granted. An ordinance in prepara-
tion for the administration of justice in his absence, 10

Minutes, 22nd April. Report recommending an ordinance on the con-

struction of chimneys to be prepared. 71
The same, 2l8t May. Ordinance presented. 75
The same, 22nd May. Ordinance approved of, 76
Dartmouth to John Campbell, That as an officer of the Indian Depart-

ment, he is to govern himself by the orders of Sir William Johnson, 79
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Sends draught of the boundary line between

Quebec and New York, with remarks. Calls attention to certain consid-

erations affecting the fur trade of the Province, which should be taken
into account before the line is sanctioned. 91

Minutes of Council respecting the boundary, &c, (August 1773.) 96
The plan of the boundary. 106a
Cramab^ to Dartmoath. Transmits copy of ordinance, providing for

the administration of justice. Acquittal for want ofevidence, ofRamsay,
charged with the murder of an Indian ; the bad effect ; murder of Cana-
dians by Senecas, of which Sir William Johnson will no doubt furnish
full information. The Indians at Sault St, Louis have settled, by com-
?romi8e, their differences with their neighbours about boundaries. The
ndians of Lake of Two Mountain complain about the vendors of rum.
The two villages are numerous, and as the tribes may be useful or mis-

chievous they deserve the attention of Government, Owing to the

failure of their corn crop, he has assisted them, 106
Ordinance for establishing a court of appeal, &c, 109
Cramah^ to Dartmouth, Minutes of Council sent. Will have the returns

asked for prepared. In consequence of the absence of several of the
Councillors, Major Carden has been sworn in until the King's pleasure

be known. 128
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1773.

October 7,

Quebec.

October 11,

London.

December 1,

Whitehall.

December 1,

Whitehall.

No date.

Minutes, 2nd July. Committees appointed on the gaols of Quebec and
Montreal and on the public accounts. Page 130

The same, 24th July. Petitions from Montreal respecting sheds in

the market place and for a ferry to Longueuil. Petitions for land (43
in number) referred to a committee. Eeport on public accounts (begin-

ning at p. 142), with tables. 131

The same, 12th August. Committee appointed to consider ordinance

on the administration of justice during the absence of Chief Justice Hey.
Petition for regulation of market fees, Montreal. 146
The same, 20th and 23rd August. Ordinance considered. 14Y-148
The same, Ist September. Ordinance approved of. Petitons for

lands, &c. 150
Cramab^ to Dartmouth. Dispatches received. 154

Memorial (in French) by Pierre Eoubaud to the King, entitled
" Meraoire sur la dissolution des Jesuits par le Pape." 80
Dartmouth to Cramah^. Dispatches received. The affairs of Canada

under consideration ; will urge the justice of giving all possible satisfac-

tion to the new subjects on the head of religion, on such a foundation
that all foreign jurisdiction be abolished and that those professing the
religion of the Church of Eome may find within the Colony a resource
for everything essential to the free exercise of it in the true spirit of the
Treaty. The limits of the Colony will be considered. The policy of the
Proclamation of 17153 must be modified, to remove the restraint imposed
on the Colony by the narrow limits prescribed in that Proclamation.
Attention will be paid to the wishes of His Majesty's subjects in that

respect. Ordinance respecting the administration of justice appears to

be suitable. Laments the escape of Eamsay from punishment. Petitions

from Indians presented b}'^ Mr. Baby. 157
The same to the same. Sends copy of a letter with the substance of

a message from Canada to the Six Nations. As the purport of the mes-
sage corresponds with the language in messages to the Indians sent by
Fiench and Spanish, it is desirable to ascertain by what channel they
are sent. 161
Copy of letter referred to. 163
Endorsed. " The new subjects of Quebec to the Earl of Dartmouth,

enclosing their address to the King. Eeceived 20th ^November, 1773.

N. B.—The address accompanying this was (with several others) sent

to Lord North at the time the Quebec business was before the House of
Commons, anno 1774, but His Lordship has not returned any ofthem." 156

Quebec.

COREESPONDENCE BETWEEN Lt.-GoV. CrAMAH^ AND LORD DARTMOUTH.
1774.

Q. 10.

1773. Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Sends copy of petition from some of the old

Onph^^'^
^^' 8iil>Jects and his answer. A Mr. McCord, of Quebec is at the head of the

movement; he has been trying to get the Canadians to join, but they
have declined. Of those signing not above five are feeholders, the pro-

Eerty of four being very inconsiderable; the number of those renting
ouses or farms is not above 30. His cautious answer. The Canadians

are tractable, but if things are left in the present loose way, there is

reason to apprehend that bad effects would result. A confirmation of
their laws of property and rights of inheritance would be satisfac-

tory. Page 22
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1774.

January 4,

La Haye.

January 4,

London.

January 13,

Quebec.

January 19,

Quebec.

February 3,

Quebec.

March 12,

Quebec.

April 6,

Whitehall.

Copy of petition. Page 26
Copy of the answer. 30
Eoubaud to Pownall (in French). Urging his claims. The great

expense which he incurs living at the Hague, &c. 1

Copy of petition (in French) to the King enclosed in the preceding
letter. 3

Francis Maseres to Dartmouth. Sends copy of letter to him and of
petition from Quebec for a General Assembly of Freeholders. Had
known nothing of it till he received the copy. Had advised Thomas
Walker and Zachary Macaulay last Winter that a Legislative Council
consisting only of Protestants, not removable by the Governor, but only
by the King-in-Council, would be better for seven or eight years than an
Assembly. Is almost well of the hurt he received in jSfovember, but
cannot walk yet. Is ready, howevei*, to wait on His Lordship should
his services be required. 8

Copy of proceedings of the British inhabitants of Quebec in October
and November, 1773, with documents. 11

The petition agreed on. 17
The letter to Maseres referred to in his lettter to Dartmouth. 20
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Minutes of Council transmitted. The In-

dians, as Sir William Johnson writes, are ready to make atonement for

the murder of the four Canadians. A petition to His Majesty for an
Assembly is in course of preparation. 31

Minutes, 8th October, 1773. John Carden sworn in as a Councillor.

Petition for the removal of a quay building in the Cul de Sac; the
building ordered to be discontinued and the materials removed. The
same, 1st November. Oaths taken by the Lieutenant Governor and
Councillors as members of the Court of Appeal. 35
The same, 6th December. Petitions left for consideration. 36
The same, 11th December. Answer agreed on to the petition for an

Assembly. 38
The same, 3l8t December. Committee on accounts appointed. Peti-

tion for land referred to a Committee. 39
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Transmits a petition to the King, handed to

him by Mr. Williams two hours before the usual time of closing the

post office, attributing the delay to the late arrival of the mail from
Montreal. The petition, he hears, was signed in triplicate and copies

with documents sent to Maseres. Eemarks on the petitions and on the

course he would follow. Sends also petition from Montreal, handed to

him by Zachary Macaulay since the letter was written. 43
Petition from Quebec, with signatures, dated 3l6t December, 1773. 46
Montreal signatures, the petitions being identical and ofthe same date. 51

A memorial of same date from Quebec, but in different terras, ad-

dressed to Lord Dartmouth. 56

A similar memorial from Montreal, dated 15th January. 63

Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Eespecting the petitions for an Assembly

;

the necessity of giving solidity to the Government. 53

Same to the same. Sends draught of survey by Collins, of the boun-

dary line between New York and Quebec. Delay caused by the wet
season. Governor Tryon has proposed to employ Collins in completing
the line, but he is wanted for the surveys at Bay of Chaleurs and Gasp^.

Hopes to be able to send by the first spring ship, a note of the arrange-

ment of grants. G6

Plan of the boundary line. 67a

Dartmouth to Cramah<5. His prudent answer to the petition for an
Assembly ap,>roved of The motives for the movement made by the

promoters of the petition. 42
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1774.

May 4,

Whitehall.

May 16,

Quebec.

May 16,

Quebec.

June 30,

Quebec.

July 15,

Quebec.

August 31,

London.

September 7,

Whitehall.

September 12,

Quebec.

September 23,

Quebec.

Dartmouth to Cramah^. The petition for an Assembly is in decent and
respectful language. Has presented to the House of Commons a bill for

the settlement of the Government of Quebec. Page 55
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Minutes of Council transmitted. Owing to

the absence of members, has been unable to call a meeting of Council
lately. Has communicated to the Canadian subjects the favourable
intentions of Government. 68

Minutes, 12th January. Eeport on public accounts with tables. 70
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Additional instructions and also King's speech

and address received. 74-75
Same to the same. Can find no confirmation of the report ofa message

being delivered to the Six Nations on behalf of the French ; the steps he
has taken to ascertain. No doubt, in case of a rupture, the French
would try to resume their old connection, and the Indians, who feel their

own loss of consequence by the peace, would not be displeased to see a
renewal of the contention, but nothing has yet happened to give reason
to suspect a correspondence. He will be on the watch in case of any
attempt against the Province. 7G
Same to the same. Minutes of Council transmitted. Some of the old

subjects have taken up American ideas with respect to taxation, and it

was this set them on to ask for an Assembly. Some of the committee
acknowledge the irregularity of their course and the bad example they
have shown. According to late reports, the Indians about Michillimaki-

nak, Detroit and Niagara, as well as those settled near the Province, are

quiet. Mr. St. Luc is to use his influence to keep them so. 79
Minutes, 30th May. Oath of allegiance ordered to be administered to

81 Acadians arrived at the Bay of Chaleurs from France, last from
Jersey. Committee appointed on encroachments on the fortifications of

Quebec complained of. Grant made of ^100 in aid of a school in

Montreal. 82
The same. 27th June. Petitions for land, &c. Eeport (beginning at

page 87) on encroachments on fortifications. 85
Gilbert Barkly to Dartmouth. Sends petition respecting a most

unprecedented injustice. The complaint in the petition is well founded,

&c. Documents enclosed. 94
Decision of the Privy Council in the case of Eleazar Levy. 95
Petition of Eleazar Levy. 104
Dartmouth to Cramah^. Sends memorial from Joseph Godefroi Ton-

nancour, on which a report is desired. Hopes to send shortly a new
commission and instructions, consequent on the recent act of Parlia-

ment. 93
Major Dunbar to the same. Enclosing a memorial for land, stating

his services. Asks for the sedentary fishing on Bras d'Or, on the coast

of Labrador, formerly held by Mr. de Brouague, or, failing that, the
Lieutenant Governorship of Detroit, or Michillimakiuak ; the former as

the most desirable. 112
The memorial enters into details of his services, his requests, &c. 116
Carleton to Dartmouth. Had arrived on the 18th, and found the

Canadian subjects impressed with the strongest sense of the King's
goodness towards them in the late bill, and their strong desire to show
themselves not unworthy of the treatment they have met with. Had
received a requisition from Gage for troops, owing to the disposition of the

people in the Province under his command, and asking that the 10th
and 52nd Regiments might be sent if they can be spared. Sends ex-

tract and his answer. 120
Extract of letter from Gage to Carleton, dated Boston, 4th September,

1774. 122
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1774.

December 10,

Whitehall,

Carleton's answer to Gage, Quebec, 20th September. Page 123
Dartmouth to Carleton. Has received letter announcing his arrival,

and the state of feeling of Canadians in the Province. Nothing being
said of the feelings of the natural-born subjects, he is not at libei-ty to

conclude that they hold the same opinion respecting the Quebec Act.
Trusts, however, that when its provisions take effect, prejudices may be
removed. His duty to conciliate both the new and the natural-born
subjects. Hey elected to Parliament, but intends to return to Quebec
as Chief Justice, even if he has to give up his seat. It would have been
desirable to have sent the new commission, instructions, &c., by him,
but as that cannot be, proposes to send them by way of New York. 125

1774.
November 11,

Quebec.

November 11,

Quebec.

November 11,

Quebec.

November 11,

Quebec.

November 12,

Quebec.

Correspondence between Governor Carleton and Lord Dart-
mouth, 1*775.

Q. 11.

Carleton to Dartmouth. Sends minutes of Council. Page 1

Minutes, 9th July. Petitions for lands referred to the committee. 2

The same, 20th July. Accounts of Eeceiver General produced and
sworn to. Letter from Montreal, that an attempt was made to set the

city on fire, and that a reward of $200 was offered for the discovery of

the offenders. Proclamation ordered offering pardon and a reward for

the discovery of the perpetrators of the crime. Eeport of committee
on public accounts (begins at page 6) with statement. 4
The same, 10th August. Hugh Finlay and James Cuthbert took the

oath as members of the Court of Appeal. Petitions for land referred to

committee. Petitions for the co-heirs Brouague for the lands on
Labrador. 8

Carleton to Dartmouth. The gratitude of the King's Canadian sub-

jects for the Acts in their favour passed last Session; the old subjects in

Quebec have also sent loyal addresses, and would have acted up to them,
but for the course of their Montreal brethren. Whatever the cause,

meetings were held there, grievances talked of, and a committee of four

named to prepare plans for redress. Walker, whose temper brought on
him a cruel revenge, takes the lead. Meeting called at Quebec on
Walker's arrival there, and a committee of seven appointed to act with
the Montreal committee. Discreet people here and at Montreal decline

to attend the meetings, of which several have been held, and petitions

prepared. Uneasiness of the Canadians at these proceedings, and at the

attempts to entrap the more ignorant of their people. Has assured the

Canadians that these proceedings cannot affect the measures taken in

their favour. Government cannot act too soon. People from Boston
searched for letters from Gage, so that he cannot expect to hear soon. 11

Same to the same. Sends addresses from His Majesty's Canadian sub-

jects in Montreal and Quebec. 17

Address (in French) from Montreal. 19

A similar address from Quebec. 23
Carleton to Dartmouth. Return of ordnance stores wanting, which

he wishes to be sent out early in Spring. 26
Eetm-n follows. 27
Carleton to Dartmouth. Transmits M. Deschambault's statement of

claims against the French and British Governments, and recommends that

he should receive a pension to compensate hira for former losses. 32
Statements (two) to Lord Dartmouth by Deschambault respecting his

claims. 34-38
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1774.

November 12,

Quebec.

November 18,

Quebec.

1775.

January 7,

Whitehall.

January 12,

Quebec.

January 12,

Quebec.

January 19,

Chelsea.

February 4,

Quebec.

Abstract of claims and letters from Vaudreuil, &c. Page 39 to 58
Petition by the ancient subjects in Quebec to the King, against the

changes caused by the Act of 1774. All the signatures are given. 98
Carleton to Dartmouth. Sends address from the Canadian subjects at

Three Elvers, and copy of a letter from Mr. Jetfries, of Boston, to

Joseph Clark Minot. Other documents have been sent by a gentleman
in New York to his bi-other here, and are in circulation. 103

Letter from Jetfries to Minot, dated Boston, 10th October, 1774. 105

Petition (in French) from Three Elvers. 108

Dartmouth to Carleton. Sends his commission and instructions,

which contain arrangements in consequence of the Act of 1774. The
letter and documents respecting M. Deschambault arrived too late to

admit of his claims forming part of the arrangements. Hopes this will

arrive in time to hold a session of the Council before the 1st of May, to

settle lesser points, leaving the appointments to the courts of justice,

the regulation of ecclesiastical affairs, &c., till after the arrival of Hey
and other officials. It is doubtlul, however, if Hey will go out as Chief
Justice. The transactions reported in letter of the 11th November (p. 11)
may cause difficulties, but the factious motives are evident. Arrival of

Paterson, believed to be charged with the addresses, &c., but nothing
has yet appeared. 59

Carleton to Dartmouth. Dispatches received. Tonnancour's memorial
under consideration ; it shall be returned when it can be reported on
with piecision. Papers sent respecting complaints regarding fees charged
by Ainslie, Collector of Customs. The cabals and intrigues of British

subjects to excite the Canadians continue ; hopes that the attempt to

create in them the same spirit that reigns in Massachusetts and runs
through most of the other Colonies may not be successful. 110

Letter from Ainslie, dated 4th July, 1774. Copies of proceedings in

the Court of Common Pleas respecting fees, and memorandum on the

subject. 112 to 119

List of His Majesty's Council for the Province of Quebec. 120

Carleton to the Treasury. Eemarks on the trial of Wilcox vs. Ainslie,

respecting fees, the suit being raised at the suggestion of Mr. Ainslie,

who was both plaintiff and defendant. The fees charged to river vessels

are less than those complained of, but as everything depends on the
will of the collector, there is uneasiness lest he should increase them.
The misfortune of the want of subordination on the part of the inferior

officers of Government, as they depend on the pi'otection of the Board,
which issues their commissions ; they are cold and at best neutral, even
where the best interests of Great Britain are concerned

;
greedy of gain

and warm for fees, perquisites and presents, so that they evoke murmurs
by uncontrolled rapine and encourage opposition to whoever attempts to

curb their voracious appetite. The necessity of settling the scale of fees

and, if necessary, owing to the six months' interruption of navigation, of
increasing the salaries. 122

James Hutton to Dartmouth. Sends papers relating to the transactions

of the missionaries of the " Brethren " in Terra Labrador, from the end of

1773, to the month of October, 1774. Detailed accounts are given of the

operations of the missionaries. At page 78, begins " account of the mel-'

ancholy incidents attending the loss of the sloop George." The trans-

actions and journals cover 36 pages. 62 to 97
Carleton to Gage. Sends this by Lieut. Cleveland, in case of- letters

being intercepted by those who seem resolved to force their country into

rebellion. The satisfaction of the Canadians at the Act passed in their

favour. The gentry are well disposed to serve in regular corps, but do
not relish commanding a bare militia ; and the sudden dismissal of the
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1775.

March 13,

Quebec.

March 29,

Whitehall.

April 6,

Quebec.

April 15,

Whitehall.

Canadian regiment raised in 1764, without gratuity or recompense to

officers, is still uppermost in their thoughts. As for the peasantry, Gov-
ernment has retained so little power, that it will require time and dis-

creet management to recall them to habits of obedience. To embody
them suddenly as militia and march them off to war, would give colour
to the language of the sons of sedition, that it was the intention to rule

over them with the former despotism. The Act, too, is only a foundation
for settlement, and the whole system of government must be cast into

a new form, &c. The advantage that would have resulted had the Act
come sooner into force. Eecommends raising a battalion or two of Cana-
dians, which would find employment for and attach the gentry, giving
them an influence over the lower classes and securing the Indians. How
Indian aifairs were managed; believes they are at his (G-age's) disposal
whenever called on. Has no doubt the army is augmenting; the good
effect of troops being sent here ; the force must not be inconsiderable ; the
dangers of delay, &c. Page 290
Copy of letter from Carleton to Gage, dated 15th February, 1767, call-

ing attention to the necessity of keeping up the posts of Crown Point,

Ticonderoga and Fort George. 295
(The two immediately preceding letters of 4th February, 1774 and

15th February, 1767, are referred to by Cramah^ in letter of 9th Novem-
ber, 1775,, in this volume, page 285.)

Carleton to Dartmouth. Circulars received. Some of the natural born
subjects continue to try to stir up the Canadians to hostility against the
form of government, and have gone to the- expense of translating, print-

ing and circulating the letter addressed to them by the Continental
Congress at Philadelphia. Minutes of Council sent. 129

Minutes, 11th October, 1774. The Act for the Government of Quebec
(Act of 1774) and Act to provide a fund for civil administration read
and ordered to be translated. Four general Acts to be fyled. 131

The same, 4th November. Translations read and to be examined. 133
The same, 25th November. The translations approved of and to be

printed. 134
The same, 14th December. Petitions for lands referred to Com-

mittee. 135
Dartmouth to Carleton. Introducing Mr. Clarke, who was agent

of the East India Tea Company at Boston, and was driven off by ill-

treatment. He now desires to open a business correspondence in

Quebec. 126
Carleton to Dartmouth. Dispatches received ; asks for an explanation

respecting the sum of £1,000 for contingencies to the civil officers of the
Province. Sends intelligence from Montreal. The deputies from Mas-
sachusetts threaten that if the Canadians do not join them, 50,000 men
from New England will lay waste the Province with fire and sword.
The paper sent exhibits a specimen of the intrigues carried on all last

Winter and which still continue. 147
Intelligence (in French) from Montreal. One Woolsey distributing

throughout the parishes a translation of the address of Congress. Arrival

of a man from Boston. Walker's seditious talk. Reported arrival of

deputies from Boston by the River Kennebec, bringing letters to Macau-
lay of Quebec and Walker of Montreal ; several traders of Montreal had a

meeting at Lachinc with these alleged deputies. 149

Dartmouth to Carleton. The departure of Hey makes it less necessary

to send instructions on points which he will explain. He is accompanied
by Pownall, appointed secretary. As Hey does not remain long, he is

to be succeeded by Thomas Potter, who is to sail shortly ; on his arrival,

Kneller may leave. Other commissions sent. It will be gratifying
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1775.

May 15,

Quebec.

May 23,

Whitehall.

June 2,

Whitehall.

June 7,

Whitehall.

June 7,

Montreal.

to him to learn that the regulations and appointments give satisfac-

tion. Page 12'7

Carleton to Dai-tmouth. Further intelligence from Montreal shows
that Massachusetts is trying to make use of the turbulent spirits to gain
or intimidate the Canadians and are tampering with the Indians. Details

of the proceedings connected with the insult to the King's bust. Copy
of minutes enclosed. 161

Intelligence of the movements of emissaries from New England. 164-5-6

Letter of 7th April gives details of a meeting at the Coffee House, at

which one Brown from New England read a letter signed by Adams,
Mackay and Warren, and after he and Walker had harangued the meeting
they tried to get those present to elect a committee in Montreal to

correspond with the Committee at Cambridge, but were unsuccessful.

Walker, Blake, Price, Heywood and Measam intend answering the letter.

Brown threatens fire and sword should the Canadians take up
arms. 167
Further notes of intelligence from Montreal. 169-170-171-173

Minutes 3rd January. Petitions from various public officers for pay-
ment of expenses, &c. 174
The same, 11th January. Public accounts presented; report on the

same with tables. 176
The same, 25th January. Governor takes the oath as President of the

Court of Appeal. 179
The same, 23rd March. Order to publish the proclamation regarding

the licence fee for public houses. 179
Dartmouth to Carleton. Introducing Mr. Livius, who is appointed to

be a judge of the Common Pleas. His qualifications entitle him to be
put first on the commission for the District of Montreal. He shall be

appointed to the Council, when he (Carleton) shall recommend him;
there can be no objection to grant him a seigniory. 139
Same to the same. The King is desirous to encourage fisheries on the

Labrador coast, but without prejudice to the just rights of Canadians,
Can, therefore, only recommend the memorial of Mr. Burgess to his

consideration, in accordance with the rules he may have adopted. 141
Memorial from James Burgess, merchant of London, on the subject of

the fisheries on the coast of Labrador. 142
Dartmouth to Carleton. His dispatch received shows that the ene-

mies of the constitution appear to be unwearied, but believes the firm-

ness of Parliament will quiet apprehensions and remove prejudices,

which ill designing men try to create. The attempts made by the

Opposition to create difficulties for Government, on the ground of the

petitions from the old subjects in Quebec, have met little encourage-
ment either in Parliament or out of doors, and the people in general
concur in the measures adopted for America. The account of the skir-

mish between the King's troops and Provincials, near Boston, has
increased the indignation. 145

Carleton to Dartmouth. Had received intelligence from. Gage that

the rebels had begun hostilities, and asking that the 7th Eegiment, some
Canadians and Indians might be sent to Crown Point to make a diver-

sion. Hazen brought word that Benedict Arnold, a native of Connecti-

cut and a horse jockey, had surprised the detachment at St. John's (a

sergeant and ten men) seized the King's sloop, bateaux and military

stores and carried them off with the prisoners. Hazen reports that the

rebels under Arnold had surprised Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and the

detachments of the 26th at these places, and seized the craft on the

lake. Arnold had 500 men, and 1,500 volunteers were coming up, for

whom he did not wait. During the night of the 18th and 19th, they
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landed a second time, reported to be 300, with 900 at Isle aux Noix.
They would have been cut off by a detachment of 100 men of the 26th,

had not Bindon, a merchant of Montreal, sent word to them, on which
they crossed the Sorel, and were fired at going down the river. While
this party, commanded by one Ethan Allen, an outlaw from JSTew York,
remained at St. John's, he sent a letter by the same Bindon, addressed to

Morrison and the merchants of Montreal " friendly to the cause,"

demanding provisions, ammunition and liquor, which some would have
sent but were prevented. The small force in the Pj-ovince was ordered
to St. John's. The noblesse were called on to collect their inhabitants,

and the Indians were also ordered out, but although the noblesse were
full of zeal, neither the peasantry nor Indians would come forward. A
small body of volunteers, consisting of the youth of Montreal and neigh-
bourhood, took part at St. John's, under Mackay. The consternation is

universal ; the Province is unprepared for attack or defence ; there are
not 600 rank and file along the whole coarse of the river ; not a single

armed ship and the mindw of the people poisoned with lies, disseminated
by emissaries and friends of the other provinces, and but for the few
troops, 300 rebels might have seized all the provisions and arms in the
Province and kept post at St. John's. Is fortifying a post at St. John's
and Oswegatchie ; were troops sent here, not only could the Province be
secured, but help might be sent to Gage. Within the last few days, the
Canadians and Indians are retui-ning to their senses ; the gentry and
clergy have been very useful, but both have lost much of their influence.

Proposes to form a militia, but doubts if he can succeed. The seditious

conduct of the British American people here. Eegrets having recom-
mended the habeas corpus Act, and English criminal laws, they being
used as arms against the State ; to render the Colony ofadvantage would
require the reintroduction of the French criminal law and all the powers
of its government. The communication with the other provinces being
cut off, there is a great risk of being at a loss for money ; if £15,000 or

£20,000 were sent, the money ^would be of great use to Government and
the country. Since writing had learned that the rebels in greater force

than before, had taken post near St. John's, with the King's sloop and
Major Skene's schooner well armed, with several bateaux. Page 184

Enclosed. Letter from Ethan Allen to James Morrison and mer-
\ chants of MontreaT, dated St. John's, 18th May, 1775. 190

From Benedict Arnold to Thomas Walker, dated Ticonderoga, 20th
May. 192
Ethan Allen to the Indians at Caughnawaga, dated Crown Point, 24th

May. 193
Benedict Arnold to Walker, dated Crown Point, 24th May. 196

June 26, Carleton to Dartmouth. Martial law proclaimed and the militia called
Montreal. q^^_

rpjjg rebels came near enough to St. John's to exchange a few
shots, but retired, finding the task too difficult for their numbers. They
give out that they will return with 5,000 men. There is no doubt they
are building craft near Crown Point, and have received reinforcements
from the other provinces. They talk of penetrating into the Province
through the woods, and small parties, apparently spies, have been
already seen. Gage has desired him to draw on him for money and to

take the upper posts under his immediate charge ; these are likewise

threatened by the rebels, who talk of making themselves masters of the

whole continent. The loyal were astonished and are intimidated at seeing

no force to defend them. He has not been able to assemble more than

500 men, artillery included, at St. John's and Chambly, leaving very
slender guards elsewhere. The difference that a force of 10,000 or

12,000 men, with a corps of artillery, would make. Guy Johnson
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Whitehall.
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Whitehall.

July 24,
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Whitehall.
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London.
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Quebec.

reports that the upper Indians were to meet him at Ontario ; reports

that the communication by the Susquehanna is threatened, and applies

for provisions, ammunition, clothing, &c., and a small body of troops.

Can supply everything but the latter, as they cannot be spared, whilst

the rebels are so near. Page 201
Eetarns of troops in the Province of Quebec, 24th June, 1Y75. 204-205
Dartmouth to Carleton. The transactions in Massachusetts leave only

I'oom for the consideration of the most effectual means ofaugmenting the
array under Gage. T^he King relies on the loyalty of his Canadian
subjects ; 3,000 men to be raised, either to act separately, or in conjunc-
tion with the regular troops, as shall be most expedient. How commis-
sions are to be issued. The same pay, &c., to be given to them as to the

regular troops. Arms, clothing, &c., ordered ; how expenses are to be
met. The painful effect of the surprisal of Ticonderoga. 152
Same to the same. Introduces and recommends Mr. Potter. 155

Same to the same. Dispatch received. If he knew the grounds of the
doubts about the disposal of the £1,000 for contingencies, he might explain
the matter ; but it is for him (Carleton) to judge of the expenditure.

Steps to be taken for the recovery of Ticonderoga. 156
Same to the same. Letter sent by the captain of the " Lizard,"

convoy to the ship " Jacob," loaded with arms, clothing &c. for 3,000
men, and four light brass three-pounders. The present state of rebellion

calls for the greatest activity ; hopes that Ticonderoga has been recov-

ered, or the progress of rebellion on that side stopped. Vigorous efforts

are to be made by sea and land, and besides the Canadian troops ordered
to be raised, other means are to be used to augment the army and also

the naval force, so as to enable Graves to dispose of the squadron neces-

sary for the New England station and to have separate squadrons at

jSTew York, Bay of Delaware, Chesapeake Bay and the Coast of Carolina.
Graves has been instructed to seize all ships and vessels belonging to the

revolted provinces, except such as are the property of friends to Govern-
ment. There is still hope of the southern Colonies, but the squadrons
are to prevent all communication between the Colonies and give pro-

tection to the King's officers. Operations are left to Gage, but he (Car-

leton) is to support him and Graves. 158
Same to the same. In consequence of Gage's dispatches, he (Carleton)

is to raise 6,000 instead of 3,000 men. Arrangements for arming them,
&c. 182
Same to the same. Did not doubt that he (Carleton) would take

measures to resist the efforts of the rebels, but with his small force did
not expect he could recover what was lost. The backwardness of the
Canadians is discouraging, but the resolution to act with vigour will have
a good effect. His Majesty hopes to have an army of 20,000 men in

North America next spring, and he (Carleton) may depend on a rein-

forcement. The arrangement for the command of the armies in the Col-

onies and in Canada. If the two should be joined Carleton is to take the

command. Arms for 3,000 men and £10,000 are put on board the " Liz-

ard." 198
Invoice of Indian presents shipped to Quebec by the "Elizabeth." 210

Carleton to Dartmouth. Militia has been formed in the parishes of

Montreal and Three Rivers, a few excepted, where the people are most
corrupted. It will be inadvisable to assemble any numoer of them, un-

less it seems absolutely necessary. The Indians on the St. Lawrence
have promised their assistance and, with some Missisaugas from north
of Lake Ontario, have done duty with the troops at St. John's since the
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land, N. Y.
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18th of June, Colonel Johnson has come with chiefs of the Six Nations
and been followed by more; they have promised great things. It is

necessary to gain them, but they are not to be depended on. Asks that

Colonel Johnson's rank may be clearly defined to prevent jealousies.

On the 29th of July he had left Prescott in charge at Montreal, to in-

spect that part of the Province, so that he (Carleton) might arrange for

the courts of justice and to forward the completion of the militia. The
rebels at Crown Point and Ticonderoga are considerably augmented,
perhaps from fear of the militia and Indians, who are formidable only
in name. The rebels still threaten to overrun the Pj-ovince, but he hopes
to dispute their passage at Lake Champlain, if he can get craft manned

;

Lieutenant Hunter of the '* Gasp^ " has been ordered up the river to

assist. The feeble state of the vessels on the upper lakes adds to the
distress, they being very ill manned and not prepared for war. The
consequences would be fatal for the upper posts should they fall into the

hands of the enemy; sends returns of the shipping. Sends copies of

letters from the Continental and New York Congresses and a scrap ot

paper dropped at the door of every habitant near Montreal ; these show
how indefatigable are the enemies of Government without and withiu

the Province to impose on the credulous simplicity of the Canadian
peasantry. Sends letter from one Brown, who had the impudence to

venture into Chambly parish. The messenger is imprisoned^ a man of

notoriously bad character, but Brown is not yet taken. Page 222
Enclosed. Eeturn of shipping on Lakes Ontario, Erie and Huron. 226
" Lettre adress^e aux habitans ^pprimds de la province de Quebec de

la part du Congres Gdn^ral de I'Am^rique Septentrional, tenu 4 Phila-

delphie," signed Jean Hancock, president, 227
Address (in English) from the Provincial Congress ot New York to

the inhabitants of the Province of Canada, beginning :
" The parent of

the Universe hath divided this earth amongst the children of men." 233
Copy of the scrap of paper containing two lines

:

" Onis y soit qui mal y pence
"A celui qui ne suivra le bon chemin,

" Baston." 235
Copy of intercepted letter from John Brown to Thomas Walker and

Price, dated Chambly, 1st August, 17*75. 236
Deposition (in French) of Pierre Charlan, a prisoner in the barracks

at Montreal. 238
Pat. Sinclair to (Pownall ?), ^Had left Glasgow, landed in Maryland,

and passing through part of that Pi-ovince, Pennsylvania and the

Jerseys, arrived in New York, whence he intended to go by Oswego to

his post at Michilimakinak, but was stopped by the New York Congress,

and sent as a prisoner to Nassau Island, with order not to take part
in the controversy, an order repeated by un armed mob, who threatened
him. Enters into details of the dangers that would attend the landing

of troops, &c., and that no help could be expected from the moderate
men, who were more cautious than friendly, and unable to oppose the

popular fury, fed by reports of a foreign war, of tumults in Great
Britain and of a change in the administration, which would produce a

change of measures in their favour. Troops can never effect what the
navy may do by restraining their trade. The Canadians need troops to

reconfirm them, 246
Pownall to Carleton. If the messenger sent to Falmouth can overtake

the " Lizard " she will proceed direct to Quebec without the store ship,

which is to proceed without convoy. The vessel (or another, ship of

war) is sent to carry the assurance that the Court of Russia will render

every assistance possible towards suppressing the rebellion in the pro-
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vinces. In consequence, a corps of 20,000 infantry has been applied for

and it is hoped that a considerable body of them may be sent in spring.

If Howe's plan is carried out, most of these will be sent to Quebec, so he
is to make every preparation for them. He is authorised to appoint an
Adjutant General and a Quartermaster General. Page 217

September 14, Pownall to Carleton, The "Lizard" having sailed, the messenger is
Whitehall. gg^^ ^ty the "Magdalen" schooner. Secret intelligence of rebel de-

signs enclosed. Hopes for their defeat; if they have delayed, the
papers sent may be of use. 219

Enclosed. Secret intelligence, dated 6th August, from Governor Tryon,
that New York troops were ordered to Ticonderoga to be joined there by
1,000 riflemen, the whole amounting to at least 3,000 men, who are to

be joined by 4,000 New England forces, to rendezvous at Crown Point,

thence to proceed to Montreal and Quebec, more than half the Cana-
dians having promised to join them. 220

John. Foxcroft to Todd, dated 10th August. More detailed account of

the rebel movement. The whole is to be commanded by Schyler
(Schuyler). 221

September 21, Cramahd to Dartmouth. Carleton set off for Montreal in the be-
Quebec. ginning of this month. The rebels beaten back by the Indians near St.

John's; the Indians behaved with great spirit and had they remained
firm the Province would have been saved for this year, but finding the
Canadians averse to taking up arms in defence of their country, they
withdrew. The rebels retired to Isle aux Noix, were reinforced and
landed at St. John's, from which communication is n«w cut oft'. All
means have failed to bring the Canadian peasantry to a sense of duty.
The gentry, clergy and most of the bourgeoisie have shown the greatest
zeal and have exerted themselves to reclaim their infatuated country-
men. Some of the King's old subjects have joined the rebels ; it would
be safer if all inclined that way would do the same. Some Canadians
arc with the Bostonians on every road. Lieut.-Col. Maclean, with about
80 of his newly raised corps and 20 fusiliers, besides a militia composed
of the inhabitants of the town, are all that there are to repair the
trenches and defend the town. Carleton is still in Montreal. 249
Copy of an intercepted letter (in French) signed by James Livingstone,

dated La Pointe Oliviei-, 18th September, 1775. (A note, in English,
says :

" This same gentleman is from the Province of New York, was
licensed as an attorney, but has not practised for some years, turned
wheat merchant, and has lived upon the Sorel these five or six

years.") 252
September 21, Carleton to Dartmouth. About 2,000 rebels returned to the Province
Montreal. jjj ^he beginning of the month, and the militia were ordered to march

and succour St. John's. On the 7th the rebels made a landing in the
woods above the fort and were driven back by the Indians ; they retired

to Isle aux Noix, whence they sent out small parties which did little

harm ; their emissaries and friends scattered over the country have done
much injury. The Canadians, with few exceptions, would not march,
although every effort was made by the clergy, the gentry and better

sort of people. The rebels have been more successful among them.
The Indians have left and will do nothing, unless the Canadians exert
themselves also. The rebels, with the assistance of Canadians, have
invested the forts. His hopes of raising a corps on the Sorel and another
at Laprairie disappointed. The importance of the Province made him
obstinate in its defence, in hopes of not being abandoned by all the
earth. It is four months since hostilities began, yet vessels cannot be
fitted out or manned in his weak situation. Laprairie alarmed at the
arrival of rebels. The Province most advantageous as a base of opera-
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September 24,
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Whitehall.

September 28,

Whitehall.
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Quebec.

October 10,

Montreal.

October 13,

Boston.

October 13,

Dead River.

tions; 10,000 or 12,000 troops next spring would change the face of
things on this continent. Page 261
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Since his last letter the roads have become so

precarious that lettei-s cannot be sent by post or by the regular couriers.

Carleton has failed to raise a corps of volunteers and Indians to scour
the woods. It would not be difficult with a small force to drive out the
rebels, as Attorney Brown, with 200 men, was driven back from St.

John's, by a detachment of half the number, composed of some troops
and Canadian gentlemen volunteers. The party at Point Olivier has got
to the Point of Sorel, about 350 or 400 men. At present their intentions

are not known. Their Major, Duggan, formerly a baiber, now a bank-
rupt wheat merchant, can add no weight to their cause. Dispatches by
the "Adamant" received; shall answer them if Carleton does not

soon return. 253
Enclosed. Copy of a circular letter (in French) signed by Living-

stone and Duggan. 255
Pownall to Carleton. The " Magdalen " not having jQt sailed, sends

copies of two dispatches to Sir W. Howe, which will show him the

further orders about the five regiments under orders for embarkation at

Cork. The stores on board, if landed at Quebec, are to be forwarded to

Howe's army at Boston or elsewhere. 244
Same to the same. Sends duplicates and copy of his letter to the

commanding officer of the regiments under orders for Quebec. 245
Cramahd to Dartmouth. Sends copy of letter from Carleton to Dart-

mouth (21st September). Eebels crossed from Longueuil to Long
Point on the Island of Montreal. Some inhabitants of the town, headed
by a few troops, attacked and defeated them, taking 35 or 36 prisoners,

Ethan Allen being of the number. Major John Carden, mortally wounded,
is since dead ; Alexander Paterson, merchant, and Mr. Beaubassin slightly

wounded. The rebels have plundered all the houses and -farms of the

gentry and habitants who have joined the King's forces. "Want of ships

of force to guard the river ; has hired and is arming vessels for that

pui'pose ; has been obliged to lay an embargo on vessels till the 24th of

October, in order to man them. "With the assistance of Lieut.-Colonel

Maclean, the town is put in a little better state of defence, and 80
stout seamen form no inconsiderable reinforcement. Sends copy of

manifesto by Schuyler
; it is said that he has returned on account of ill-

health, and that Montgomery, formerly a captain in the 17th, now calling

himself Brigadier General, commands at Isle aux Noix. 256
Copy of manifesto. 258
Deposition (in French) of Joseph Deschamps, respecting the proceed-

ings of Thomas Walker and the rebels, &c. 301
Deposition (in French) of Jean Baptiste Bruyeres, dated the 4th of

October, respecting the arrival at L'Assomption of two Bostonians, and
their reception by "Walker, &c. 307

Other depositions by Michel Guilette and Germain LeEoux, respect-

ing the proceedings of the rebels. 309-311
Howe to Carleton (extract). Had ordered two battalions for Quebec,

but the objections of Admiral Graves had frustrated his intention, 288
The letter, dated 12th October, from Graves to Howe, pointing out

the danger of vessels going to Quebec at this season. 289
Benedict Arnold to Mercier (intercepted letter), stating that he was

on his march to Quebec with 2,000 men, to co-operate with Schuyler.

Hopes for assistance from their brethren in Canada, as the expedition

was undertaken at the request of many of the principal inhabitants. 297
Another, of same date, from Arnold to Schuyler, reporting the

progress of his advance on Quebec. 299
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(These letters enclosed in Cramah^'s of the 9th November.)
Cramah^ to Dartmouth. Is not sufficiently informed of operations in

the upper part of the Province to give details. The forts are still

invested, but little impression made ; the success of the little affair at

Montreal has had a favourable effect on the Canadians. Hopes that Carleton

may be able to raise a sufficient force to restrain the rebels and throw
succours into the forts. The reluctance of the Canadians to take up
arms makes it uncertain if a force can be raised to drive out the rebels,

especially if Lee, with 1,500 or 1,800 men, has arrived fiom Cambridge atv-

St. John's. Arrival of the " Hunter " sloop of war. Had she arrived

three months sooner she might have been of great use. The embargo ont

vessels, which expired on the 20th, has been lenewed to" the 4th
November ; otherwise the ai-med vessels could not have been manned.
The whips with valuable furs have been allowed to go. Has drawn on
the Treasury for the expenses of civil government, in consequence of

letter from Carleton, extract from which (p. 266) follows. Page 264
Carleton to the same. After the letter sent by Lord Pitt (p. 261),

the disobedience ofthe people increased. Rebels have received reinforce-

ments, and their emissaries can travel with greater safety than the

King's messengers. On the 24th September it was ]-eported that the

rebels intended to cross and storm the town. An order was sent that all

ladders in the suburbs were to be brought within the walls ; this was
resisted with insolence and threats. It is doubtful if a guard for the

gates could be pi-ocured from the militia. There are about 60
soldiers; the walls extensive and defenceless. Details of the affair in

which Ethan Allen was taken prisoner (seep, 256). Of the rebels, about
two-thirds were Canadians, who expected to march in without opposition.

The favourable effect ofthe success. The attack, defence and suri-ender of

Walker's house has also had a good effect, and the militia are beginning
to come in. Arrival of Lanaudi^re at Berthier with a detachment of

unarmed militia ; he was attacked by the habitants and taken prisoner,

but released and joined Lieut.-Colonel Maclean, who had marched from
Quebec with the small remains of troops and what militia he could

assemble, and had taken post at Sorel. Had proposed to raise a consid-

erable force here to be stationed at Chambly, had not thi« wretched
people been blind to honour, duty and their own interest, Rigouville

attacked by the habitants at Verch^res, and taken prisoner ; his militia

has returned home. These events have caused constant desertion ; and
the taking of Chambly will still further sink their spirits. Arrival of

Indians; more expected; they are as easily dejected as the Canadian
peasantry, and, like them, choose to be on the strongest side, so that

when most wanted they vanish. Encloses copy of letter from Mont-
gomery. It is true rebels have been put in irons, not from choice but
from necessity, " We have neither prisons to hold, nor troops to guard
them, so that they have been treated with as much humanity as our
own safety would permit. I would not even suffer a savage to pass the
frontier, though often urged to let them loose on the rebel provinces,

lest cruelties might have been committed, and for fear the innocent
might have suffered with the guilty." Shall not answer Montgomery,
not choosing to enter into communication with traitors. 267
Copy of Montgomery's letter. 272
Carleton to Dartmouth, The surrender of St, John's ; sends articles of

capitulation and returns. The causes of the failure of his efforts to guard
the Province the construction of the vessels to dispute the passage
of Lake Champlain failed for want of hands ; the entrenched camps that
might have been formed near Chambly and St, John's were prevented
by the corruption and stupid baseness of the Canadian peasantry, and
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thus St. John's, which for two months had opposed the rebels, was left

to its own strength and reduced to surrender; the Indians have left; the
militia from the parishes have deserted, and the good subjects are
frightened at the rebels in arms without and the traitors within. Expects
Montreal to be given up as soon as attacked ; the lower orders will not
act and there are not means to defend the place. Arnold is marching
on Quebec, which is not better prepared. Lieut. Colonel Maclean, sent

up to Sorel with a few troops, has also been abandoned by the militia

and obliged to go on board the armed vessels. Page 274
Enclosed. Eeturn of the garrison of Chambly, made prisoners by the

rebels, 17th October. 277
Articles of capitulation proposed by Major Charles Preston for St.

John's, with the answers. 278
State of the troops taken prisoners at St. John's, 2nd jSTovember. 282
List (in French) of Canadian officers and gentlemen, who have served

as volunteers under Bell^tre, taken prisoners at St. John's. 284
Arrivals at the port of Quebec in the month of November, since its

establishment (1763) to date. 316
Cramahd to Dartmouth. Sends copy of letters written by Carleton

to (rage, one dated in February, 1767, the other. in February last.

They relate to the occurrences of the present times and show the

judgment he had long since formed on the subject. Sends extracts

of letters to show that no succours are to be expected from Boston.

A body of men arrived by way of the Chaudi^re; part actually

at Point Ldvis. For defence, there are four score recruits of Mac-
lean, Irish fishermen unacquainted with the use of arras, and about
35 marines landed from the "Lizard; " the rest are militia, with diffi-

culty brought to mount guard. The rebels on the north shore of the St.

Lawrence have stopped communication with Montreal. The easterly

wind prevents the General from coming by water. The rebels have
on their side the Canadian peasants, who could not be prevailed on by tha

clergy, gentry or bourgeoisie to do their duty and there was no force to

compel them. Two battalions would have saved the country in Spring;
doubts if twenty could regain it. Owing to the want of guards or gaols,

the rebel prisoners have been sent to England. Lists sent, also affidavits

respecting Walker. Should a large force be sent next Spring, Mr. Brook
Watson can give the King's servants some ubcful hints. The near
approach of the enemy prevents him (Cramah^) from committing these

to paper. 285
List of the rebel prisoners put on board the ship "Adamant; " with

warrant signed by Cramah^. 313
Mabane to Cramah^. For medical and surgical supplies. 336

Cramah^ to Dartmouth. The critical state of the Province. Has not
heard from Carleton since the 5th, and with, perhaps, the exception of

one short letter, does not think any has reached him (Carleton). The
rebels had i-aised batteries at the mouth of the Sorel to prevent the fleet

from Montreal passing, Arnold's party had crossed over from Ldvis on
the night between the 13th and 14th; his force has spread itself so as to

prevent anything from being brought into town. The enemy without
is not to be so much dreaded as those within. The story of firing on a
flag of truce is an arrant falsehood, calculated to figure in American
prints, Arnold's own account of his maich is contained in his letters,

handed by mistake of his courier to Lieut.-Colonel Maclean. Has
consulted the sea and land officers; whether the plan they recommend
can bo executed, no one can say. Whether or not the enemy possess

themselves of the town, it will require a large force to reconquer the
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country; no time should be lost, and the preservation of the ships and
stores here is extremely precarious. Sends memorial from the masters
and crews of vessels kept for the defence of the town. Has hoard of the

rebels marching upwards ; their intentions are unknown. Page 324
Enclosed. Camp before Quebec, 14th November. Demand by Arnold

for the surrender of Quebec. 328.

Same place, 15th November. Arnold to Cramah^, stating that flag of

truce had been fired on, 329
Camp at St. Maria, 8th November. Arnold to Montgomery. Con-

gratulates him on his success. The difficulties he himself has met with
in his advance. About two-thirds of the force has arrived ; the other
third went back with Enos. Is afraid his letter to Schuyler has been
delivered up at Quebec by his messenger, as he has had no answer.
About 40 Indians have joined and the Canadiansare friendly and will be able

to furnish a number of canoes to cross. Is infoi'med of vessels being at Que-
bec, but he shall attack it if there is any prospect of success ; if not will

join him (Montgomery) at Montreal. P. S, reported arrival of a frigate and
two transports with recruits; most of the inhabitants on their (the

American) side, and the city short of provisions ; hopes to cut off com-
munication. If a regiment can be spared it shall be sent; the city must of

course fall. 331
Point Ldvis, 8th November. Arnold to "Washington. Gives an

account of his progress. Montgomery reports the reduction of Cham-
bly. (The rest of the letter is substantially the same as to Mont-
gomery). 334

Private signal for the information of the fleet. 337
Carleton to Dartmouth. After the taking of St. John's, had only waited

for a fair wind to take the small garrison at Montreal to Quebec, all

passage by land being cut off by the rebels, who had crossed at Berthier
and been joined by many Canadians; they had also crossed in large
numbers with cannon above the town (Quebec). Had left on the 11th

with a fair wind; on the 12th, one of the vessels ran aground, which
caused delay, and a change of wind made them anchor near Sorel, from
which they were driven by cannon from the shore and a floating battery.

The wind still keeping contrary, he (Carleton) got through their guards
in "a whale boat and reached Quebec yesterday. Thanks for his commis-
sion as commander-in-chief. Cannot enough lament the blind pei'verse-

ness of the people without the least cause of complaint. The eri-or of
treating the Canadians as militia, which they greatly resent. Every-
thing in his absence has been done for defence ; could the people in the
town and seamen be depended upon, the place could hold out, but
there are so many traitors within that it is doubtful, to say nothing
worse. 318

Letter (in French) by Montgomery to the inhabitants of Montreal,
sent to DuCalvet, enclosed in Carleton's letter. 321
V Summons by James Easton to Carleton to surrender the fleet, 15th
November. 323
John Hamilton, Captain of the " Lizard," to Dartmouth. States the

steps taken for the defence of Quebec, and encloses report of the pro-
ceedings of a council of war. A deserter from the rebels reports that
Arnold's men were short of ammunition and clothing, and that hearing
a sally was intended they had retreated into the woods to wait the
arrival of 2,000 men reported to be on the march from Montreal. 340

Proceedings of a council of war. 342
Eeturns of men for the defence of Quebec and of pi'ovisions in the

garrison. 344

6a—5^
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Request of the council of war to the masters of the King's ships to lay

them up, that the seamen may assist in defence of Quebec. Page 345
November 21, Captain Hamilton to Dartmouth. Forwai-ds the petition of the masters
Quebec. of the merchant ships at Quebec. 346

Petition to the King, enclosed in one to Cramah^, praying for an
allowance for their losses and the expense attending their detention. 347

November 22, Intelligence by the " Elizabeth," store ship, from Quebec. Carleton

had arrived, and it was resolved to defend the town to the utmost. The
garrison amounted to 1,600 men, with provisions to last till May. A
ship, the " Polly," had come down the river with the '• Elizabeth," bring-

ing a deserter from the rebels and dispatches from Carleton. On the

22nd November, the day the "Elizabeth " sailed, the rebels had not come
down from the upper part of the river ; about 500 belonging to Arnold
had come under the walls, but dispersed on being fired at, 338

No date. Memorial of John Burke, Montreal, to be continued in his oflSces of

Coroner, Clerk of the Peace, &c. 207

Correspondence between Grov. Carleton and Lord G. Germain.—1776.

1775.

August 28 to
September 17,

Quebec.

Q. 12.

Chief Justice Hey to the Lord Chancellor. The apprehension of an
invasion of the Province from Crown Point and Ticonderoga is less than

a month ago ; conjectures as to the reason ; suspects that it is intended

to wait for the Winter so as " to cross Lake Champlain on snowshoes.
His changed opinion of the Canadians, of whose loyalty, obedience and
gratitude he often spoke. It now turns out that their obedience was
only due to fear, and, with that fear lost, all the good disposition spoken
of is gone. Is still inclined to hope that their extreme ignorance and
credulity have been practiced on by the agents from the Colonies, who
were busy last Winter. Thinks that if they could be made to see their

duty and interest, they would, when supported by a body of King's
troops, strike more terror into the Colonies than Gage's troops doubled
or trebled at Boston. So long as Britain has a firm hold on Canada, her
cause in ihe Colonies can never be desperate, even if she had not an inch

of ground in them, as they are more accessible from here than from
Boston itself. But for British troops, the Colonies from north to south

would have been reduced during the last war by this province, and it is

evident the colonists thought so themselves and the pains they have
taken to concilitatc the Canadians show their dread of it at this hour;

if the troops were brought here from Boston ready to begin opera-

tions in Spring, it would lead to a more speedy accommodation than
anything else. It is melancholy to think that when most wanted this

Province should be stripped of the few troops that had been here before

the troubles broke out. There are hardly 500 men at St. John's, the

most obvious pass to defend ; many others are neglected. Little depend-
ence can be placed on the Canadians, who are terrified or corrupted.

Their delusions. Such a mixture of ignorance, fear, credulity, perverse-

ness, never yet took possession of the human mind. The only object at

present is to prevent invasion during the Winter, and to wait for more
sober times for the establishment of the country under the new Act.

Something in a temporary way must be done and is in agitation, but it is

wonderful to observe so great an instance of folly and sti-ange infatuation

amongst the Canadians as in the article of militia. (The letter enters

into details on this point.) The injudicious dealing of Carleton respect-
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ing the seigniors ; their elation at the supposed restoration of their old

privileges has given just offence to their own people and to the English
merchants ; they insist that there be no alteration in the ancient laws,

jDarticularly in the article of commerce, the whole ot which is in the
hands of English merchants, without whom there was not, and will not
be, any trade. The gloomy prospect; his desire to retreat from the
position he occupies. Continuation, dated 11th September. Matters are

worse since he began this letter. The rebels are returned in great
numbers, seemingly resolved to make themselves masters of this Province.

Hardly a Canadian will take up arms and there are only about 500 men
to trust to and two small forts at St. John's. Everything seems desper-

ate and he cannot but fear that before this letter reaches, Canada will be
fully in possession of the rebels. He will stay till all hope is gone. 17th

September. The rebels have made peace with the savages, who have
all left the camp at St. John's, where many Canadians are in arms
against the King's troops; except at Montreal and Quebec, there are

not one hundred in the King's favour. St. John's and Montreal will

soon fall into the hands of the rebels, and doubts that Quebec will also

soon fall, so he holds himself in readiness to embark. Page 203
Proclamation, ordering all who refuse to take up arms in defence

of the town to leave it in four days. 24
Montgomery to Carleton. That he knows the defenceless state of Que-

bec, but out of compassion has refrained from attacking it ; charges
Carleton with firing on a flag of truce, and ends the letter with these
words: "Should you persist in an unwarrantable defence, the conse-

quences be on your own head ! Beware of destroying stores of any kind,

public or private, as you have done at Montreal and in the river—ifyou
do, by Heavens there will be no mercy shown." 16

Same to the merchants of Quebec, warning them of the dangers of
resistance. (A copy of this in French was sent to the French mer-
chants). 18
Order to the rebel troops to attack Quebec, offering them a share of

the plunder. Arrangements for the guards. 20
Eeturn of the rebels killed and wounded brought into the town, and

of those taken prisoners on the 31st December, 17*75, The totals were

:

Killed, 30; wounded, 42; prisoners, 389. 37
Carleton to General Howe. Montgomery was on the 5th of December

at St. Foye, with artillery ; heavy guns landed at Cap Eouge ; Arnold
held the other avenues, so that communication was cut off. Letters to

the merchants brought in by a woman, who was imprisoned and then
drummed out. Battery at St. Eoch's and on the heights within 700 feet

of the walls. Flag of truce sent by Arnold but not received. The at-

tack on the 31st December ; the repulse ; death of Montgomery ; the
artillery captured ; the number of the attacking parly, &c. 11

Germain to Carleton. (No. 1), The events in Quebec last November
left no I'oom for any consideration but that of sending relief to Quebec,
should it have been maintained during the winter, to be followed by
troops sufficient to retake the town should it have fallen and to effect

the recovery of the whole Province, A squadron has been prepared
with all dispatch, to be accompanied by victuallers and transports. The
29th has been distributed among the different ships. Every effort will

be made to have the second embarkation ready to sail by the end of
next month, consisting of six regiments from Ireland, and two from
Great Britain, with four companies of Artilleiy and a large battering
train under Burgoyne, who, with Cornwallis, is to serve under him
(Carleton) on the side of Canada, It may be some time before Corn-
wallis joins, as he is to serve under Clinton on an expedition to the



70 STATE PAPERS. Q. 12

1776.

March 28,

WhitehaU.

April 27,

Halifax.

May 10,

Quebec.

May 14,

Quebec.
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southward. It is proposed to add about 5,000 foreign troops, furnished

by the Duke of Brunswick and the Prince of Waldeck. Sends state of
British regiments that are to proceed under Burgoyne ; they and the
foreign auxiliaries are to be employed in such manner as shall be most
effectual for the service. Burgoyne has received full instructions. (The
state of the regiments does not accompany the letter). Page 1

Germain to Carleton. (No. 2.) Hopes that the regiments from Ireland
are ready to proceed. This letter will be delivered by Burgoyne, who ac-

companies the first embarkation, consisting of 2,000 Brunswick troops

and the 21st Regiment. The difficulty of procuring transport makes it

impossible to say when the second division of Brunswick troops can em-
bark ; hopes it will be next month. Sends arrangement of rank for the
officers, so as to prevent embarrassment from the claims of the foreign

generals. The King's sense of the service rendered by the repulse of

the rebels at Quebec ; it is hoped the effect will be to deter them from
a second attempt. Should the rebels attempt to keep possession of

Montreal or any other place on the Canadian side of the lakes, the troops
will be sufficient to drive them out. In event of success he is to cross

the lakes to co-operate with Howe. Should Quebec have lallen, a force

of artillery is sent to enable him to regain it. 4
Lieut.-Grovernor Abbott to Germain. Has arrived in Halifax; the

vessels with the 47th too crowded, but will take the earliest opportunity
to proceed to his post, 38

Colonel Allan Maclean to the same. Congratulations on his being
appointed to the American department. Caldwell, who cai-ries the
dispatches, will give full details ; he commanded the British militia,

which so greatly contributed to defend Quebec ; his house and property
burned by the rebels. The moment the rest of the 29th and 47th Regi-
ments have arrived, he hopes that the rebels will be followed close

before they recover from their panic. The difficulties of a defensive

campaign. 39
Carleton to the same (No. 1), After Quebec had been closely invested

by the rebels for five months, the " Surprise " frigate, " Isis " and sloop
" Martin " arrived on the 6th. When the detachment of the 29th and
marines were landed they, with the gretear part of the garrison,

marched out of St. Louis and St. John's gates ; found the rebels busy
preparing to retreat; they left behind them all their artillery, stores,

&c., &c., and on the vessels proceeding up the river they abandoned the
"Gasp^" and the armed schooner "Mary." The rear of the rebels

halted at Deschambault, and the " Surprise " with the other two vessels, is

a little below the falls of the Richelieu. During the siege just ended the
mixed gari-ison showed great zeal and patience under very severe duty.

For three months after their defeat, the rebels confined their operations

to cutting off supplies and burning the suburbs. In February they
sent in a flag of truce, which was warned off, unless it was to ask the

King's mercy. Defeat of Beaujeu
;
plot of the rebel prisoners to escape

and to open St. John's gate to Arnold effectually disappointed. On the
4th of April the rebels opened fire from the opposite side of the St.

Lawrence, and on the 22nd from the opposite side of the St. Charles,

throwing red hot balls ; on the 23rd they fired shells. Their batteries

much damaged by the artillery in the fort. Abortive attempt on the

3rd of May to set fire to the shipping. The services of various indivi-

duals and classes during the winter. Arrival of the 47th and 29th. The
services of Major Caldwell, the bearer of the dispatches. 7
Same to the same (No. 2). Dispatches, &c., received from Lieut.-

Colonel Nesbitt, arrived in the '^ Niger," who had left the 47th in the
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Quebec.

May 28,

C^uebec.

river. Sends copies of proclamation, letters, &c. Duplicates of letters

to the merchants, sent in by arrows, &c. ; returns. Page 14
{Enclosed letters from Montgomery of 6th December, and order to

rebel troops of loth December calendared at their dates).

Also enclosed : Intelligence (in French) from Montreal, received at

Quebec on the l-4th of May, " from a person who never yet deceived,"

contains an account of the movements of the rebels ; arrival of artillery
;

Hazen is making an entrenchment at St. John's ; Arnold commands at

Montreal. Franklin has gone off with Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Price.

Permits given to ti-aders. Bostonians taking provisions by force—they
have no money either in specie or papers. 22

Proclamation, dated 10th May, ordering search to be made for the
wounded rebels who may be perishing in the woods, to be brought in

and cared for ; when restored they shall be allowed to go free. 27
The same in French. 29
Proclamation, dated 12th May, that those ordered to leave the town

by the proclamation of the 22nd November are not to return without a
permit. 31
The same in French. 33
Eeturn of His Majesty's forces in the garrison of Quebec, 1st May,

1776. 35
Captain Thomas Pringle to Germain. His arrival after a troublesome

passage at Isle aux Coudres on the 6th and at Quebec on the 8th ; found
Quebec still invested. The attack on and rout of the rebels, who
abandoned everything. The good effect of the arrival of Captain
Lutwidge's convoy ; the armaments sent and sending will be of the
utmost consequence. Eeport that Maclean is to make an advance.
Thanks for his (Pringle's) promotion. 41

Carleton to the same (No. 3). Has received word fiom Captain
Forster of the capture on the 19 th of a fort at the Cedars, two pieces of
cannon and 390 rebels, prisoners at discretion. The day following, a
party of 120 rebels, crossing from Montreal, were attacked by Loiimier
and Montigny, defeated and taken. The small force already arrived is

drawing nearer to the rebels, who are still numerous and talk of large

reinforcements. 49
Cramah^ to the same. Sends copy of intelligence received from Mon-

treal. Eeported capture of the post at the Cedars. Three Elvers evacuated
;

by last accounts the rebels had plundered the seignior of Berthier of his

corn and cattle, and were on the point ofcrossing to Sorel. By all accounts

5,000 rebels are in the Province, and it is reported from New York that
a brigadier Sullivan was to march for the Province with six regiments.
The necessity of sending out provisions for reasons given. The rebels

are in want of provisions, and it is the only article they pay for (except
what the}'' plunder from friends of Government). Sends bills drawn on
Britain, to show who are supporting them there. Sends returns of
sailors, maimed and wounded, sent home in the " Hope " transport.

Confirmation of the success at the Cedars. The failure of the usual
north-east wind prevents the arrival of succours from Britain, as well as

the advance of the 29th and 47th going up the river with Carleton. 50
Enclosed. Intelligence of the movements of the rebels. 53-54
Eeturn of wounded^ sailors. 56
Maclean to . Had written to Lord North, but would not send

tedious details of the fortunate events of 31st December and 6th May.
The rebel loss on the first date was 650, of whom the garrison buried
220, and 20 were discovered in Spring under the snow. Details of the
proceedings of the 6th May ; account of the fright of the rebels, many of
them throwing away their arms, the two generals being the first to fly.
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-They made no stop till they came to the Sorel, 140 miles from Quebec. Ee-
ported capture of the Cedars; does not believe the rebels will stay long

in Canada. Carleton has set out with the 29th and 47th regiments. The
delays by westerly winds; has been left here to wait the arrival of troops

and hurry them up the country. Speaks of his own services ,and that he
has not disgraced the recommendation of Lord North. Had reconciled

the English merchants of Canada who were soured by the preference

given, they allege, to Canadians. The British militia, 320 brave men,
did their duty, many of the men and all the officers at their own expense.

Is mortified that his regiment has not been put on the establishment, on
account of his officers, all of whom have served long and well, none of

the captains less than 20 years. Yet young regiments, newly raised and
which have done nothing, are placed on the army establishment. Urges
the claims of his officers, &c. Page 69

Carleton to Germain (No. 4). Forster obliged lo retire from Montreal,

being encumbered with more than 500 prisoners, and a very superior

force being sent against him ; his prisoners sent back, except the chiefs

retained as hostages, on the express condition that they were not to serve

against the King unless exchanged. Owing to contrary winds, could

get no higher than Three Rivers, where he posted a guard and returned
here to hasten the building of bateaux and other arrangements. Pre-

sumes'the troops under Fraser and Burgoyne have arrived, but the tran-

sports being ordered to proceed without stopping, and lying at a distance

from one another, returns cannot be obtained. JP.S. Reports the settle-

ment Forster was obliged to make respecting his prisoners ; he has been
obliged to retreat to Oswegatchie. Arrival of Fraser with troops at

Three Rivers. 57
Agreement, signed by Forster on th6 one side and Arnold on the other,

as to the disposal of the prisoners taken at the Cedars. 59
Carleton to Germain (separate). Respecting the commission to Christie

of the Quartermaster Generalship, already given to Major Carleton.

Has delayed carrying Christie's commission into effect till further

instructions. 62

Robert Knox, physician, to the same. Congratulations on the success

of His Majesty's arms and the gallantry of Carleton and his troops. The
troops from Cork and Poi-tsmouth have arrived in perfect health.

Although the " Speke," hospital ship, did not come as ordered, yet
medicines and stores liave been found sufficient for the troops, until a
necessily arises for forming a hospital at Montreal. Prays for some
mark of the King's approbation. 80

B. Rumsey to the same. Sends return of ordnance and stores taken
from the enemy, after their retreat on the 6th of May. 74

Return, dated 26th May.
'

75
Carleton to Germain. (No. 5.) Troops pushed on to Three Rivers

;

attempt on the 8th to attack them; defeat of the rebels; 200 prisoners

taken. Amongst them their chiefThompson, called a Major General, and
a Mr. Irwin, second in command. Report given in detail of the opera-

tions against the rebels towards St. John's, who fled with every mark of
fright. Good conduct of the troops; details given. 64
Geimain to Carleton. His letter of the 14th May received; his

pleasure at the perusal of the first paragraph, stating the arrival of the
" Surprise ", " Isis " and sloop, being satisfied that the small i-einforcement

they brought was sufficient to raise the siege. The honour due for his

state ot preparation; the King's approval of the behaviour of all in the

garrison, and that he desires this to be published, as well as thanks to

the judges, officers of government and merchants, for the cheerful sub-

mission to the inconveniences of the sieffe. Colonels Hamilton and
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Maclean and Majoi- Caldwell have been honoured with the royal appro-
bation. His silence as to the number and intentions of the rebels and
of his own intended operations renders it impossible for him to convey
instructions. His Majesty, however, hopes that the force sent will be
suflScient not only to reduce the Canadians to obedience, but to make
such an impression on the rebellious subjects in arms, as to affect distant
operations and assist Howe. In exchange for the 47th Regiment sent
by Howe, he is to receive the Waldeck troops. His (Carleton's) power
to grant commissions extended to lieutenant colonelcies. Lieut. Willoc,
of the 5th Eegiment is appointed assistant to the officer commanding
the second division of Brunswick troops, Eespecting transports ; returns
sent. Foreign transports to be discharged so soon as the troops are
landed and their holds to be searched for contraband stores, Page 44

Carleton to Germain. (No. 6.) The army brigaded ; four brigadiers
appointed. 68

Lieut. Colonel Christie to the same. Complains of Carleton's course
towards him and asks for an investigation. Sends documents relating
to the differences between him and Carleton. 105

Enclosed. Purport of a conversation between Lieut. General Burgoyne
and Lieut. Colonel Christie, at Montreal, on the 25th of June. 113
Copy of letter from Carleton to Christie, dated Quebec, 26th September,

1774, offering to be of service to him and his family. 118
Cramahd to Germain. Sends letters from German officers. Carleton

at Chambly ; he is trying to get a naval force on the lake, which must
be accomplished before the pursuit of the rebels can be renewed. The
" Tartar " with two ships arrived

;
pilots put on board, to push on the

store ships, but fears that the passage upwards will be tedious trom the
contrary winds. 82

Carleton to the same (No. 7). That the day after regaining posses-
sion of Montreal, Sir John Johnson arrived with about 200 followers

;

he reports a number of suffering loyalists in the Province of New York

;

a commission granted to Sir John to raise a battalion, to be called the
King's Royal Regiment of New York. The difficulties of transport
render it necessary to suspend operations against the rebels. 102
Same to the same (Separate). Sends return ot troops. Maclean goes

to London to solicit that his corps may be placed on the regular estab-
lishment

; the services rendered by him and his officers. 104
The return of the British army in Canada, dated Three Rivers, Ist

June. 106a
The same of Brunswick and Hesse Hanau troops. 108
The same of British troops, Ist July. 109
The same of Brunswick and Hesse Hanau troops. Ill
Germain to Hey. The Province of Quebec being cleared of rebels,

desires to know when^he can embark to re-open the courts of justice' 83
Carleton to Germain (No. 9). Had returned to Quebec to establish

courts of justice, after preparing a naval force for the lakes. As the Legis-
lative Council could not be called together, had issued commissions for
the districts of Montreal and Quebec and established a Court of Appeal
and empowered the judges to take cognizance and report on the damages
caused by the irruption of the rebels. Arrival of Owen; his salary as
Judge of Detroit was to be £100 ; he now demands £500, in virtue of a
letter from Pownall. The injustice done to a gentleman for whom a
commission had issued. The abuse of the appointment of deputies to
patent offices increased by the issue of writs of mandamus. The
appointment of Gordon

; he has been put into the office of Clerk of the
Crown, but not into the others, the injustice to previous occupants of
which is stated. The injustice caused by the mandamus to Livius.
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The improper terms introduced into every mandamus, even to

those of the judges. The injustice that would be done to Captain
Holland by the appointment in his room of Captain Carleton, whose
commission has been stopped. Page 119

Enclosed. Copies of commissions :

1. For a court of civil jurisdiction in the district of Quebec; 23rd
July. 124

2. To inquire into the damages done by the rebels ; 30th July. 127

3. For a Court of Appeal ; Ist August. 131

Carleton to Germain (No. 10). "I have from the beginning been
convinced that the men who kindled the flames of rebellion in America
never entertained a thought of extinguishing them, but were resolved

to seek their own safety and gratify their ambition in the continuance
of the public confusion and public calamities. The resolves of the Con-

gress, transmitted by Mr. Washington to Lieutenant General Burgoyne,
of which your Lordship will herewith receive a copy, as well as of his

letter, seem calculated to hurry on a revengeful war, in order to deprive

all moderate men in the Colonies of the least hopes or thought of a

reconciliation." The object of his own orders on the 4th instant was to

counteract this malignant spirit. Had, previous to the receipt of these

resolves, directed that all prisoners should be sent home. A list of the

prisoners, and copy of the orders of the 4th are all the answer that shall

be sent to Washington. 135

Enclosed. Letter from Washington, dated New York, 15th July. 137

Eesolutions of the Congress, dated 10th July, respecting the capitula-

lion of the Cedars. 138

Orders, dated 4th August, prohibiting commanding officers of corps

from receiving letters or flags of truce from rebels, &c. He does not

blame the people at large, but a few wicked, designing men, who first

deceived and then step by step misled the credulous multitude, established

a despotic tyranny and now wantonly endeavour to provoke the spilling

of blood to cover their own guilt, &c. All prisoners from the Colonies

are to hold themselves in readiness to embark for home, should they

choose, and orders have been given that they are to receive wholesome
provisions, necessary clothing, with every possible convenience for their

passage. They are to remain in their individual provinces till

enlarged. 146

List of prisoners taken above Three Eivers, 9th June. 149

Prisoners taken at Isle aux Noix. 156

Prisoners taken at Isle au Motte. 157

Prisoners taken at Quebec. 159

Eecapitulation. 169

(The lists give the names of the prisoners and the provinces from
which they came.)

Carleton to Germain (No. 11). Sentls list of Legislative Councillors.

Proposes to fill up the vacancies by appointing Major Henry Caldwell,

Mr. Longueuil, now a prisoner in the Colonies, Mr. Dufils, Colonel, and
Mr. Baby, Major, in the Militia. Arrival of 32 artificers. 170

List of Legislative Councillors. 1*72

Cramah^ to Germain. That Cai-leton had forgotten to recommend
William Grant to succeed Kneller as Attorney-General. He now i-ecom-

mends him for that office. 1*73

Germain to Carleton (No. 3). Has laid before the King the news of

the repulse of the rebels, &c. ; his (Carleton's) conduct much approved

of. Commends the zeal of the national and foreign troops. The situa-

tion of Forster made it necessary to enter into the agreement he did;

his reasons were solid. The prisoners taken may secure the release of
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Same to the same (No,
General to Major Carleton
where he will be promoted.
Same to the same (No. 7),
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Detroit.

loyal subjects. How this is to be effected without committing the
King, Page 84
Germain to Carleton (No. 4). That the Brigadiers appointed (p. 68)

arc to hold that rank till the troops join Howe, when it is to cease.

That the appointment of Major-General Phillips (of the Eoyal Artillery)

is not to be taken as a precedent for artillery oflScers to command, 86
Same to the same (No, 5). The rapid success in driving out the

rebels does him honour; hopes he will soon retake the frontier posts,

and that he will be able to clear the frontiers of Canada of all the rebel
forces. The task then remains of restoring peace and establishing good
order and legal government in Canada, To do this, and to show that
the guilty can be punished and the innocent protec^^ed, he is to return
to Quebec, detaching Burgoyne with such portion of the army as can
be spared to carry on operations to assist the army acting on the side of
New York. 88

6), The commission of Quarter Master
confirmed, Christie to return to Britain,

90
Presents sent out to be used to attach the

Indians. Hey does not go out ; Livius is promoted to be Chief Justice

;

Southoiise is made a judge, and Monk, now Solicitor General of Nova
Scotia, succeeds him as Attorney-General. A new warrant has been
issued, appointing Owen judge at Montreal, instead of Detroit, which
had been made in error. Sends intercepted letters from Bendfield & Co.,

Montreal, showing the services they had proposed to render to the
rebels, 92

Enclosed. Letters to Quarles Harris and to Curson & Seton, dated
respectively Montreal, 26th January, 17*76, by J, & A. Bendfield ; one
from Philadelphia by John Bendfield, dated 9th March, showing their
design to supply the rebels with provisions, &c, ; one from the same to

Walls & Maskelyne, Bristol, dated 4th February, on the same sub-
ject. • 94 to 101

Dr. Eobert Knox to Germain. The good state of health enjoyed by
the troops. The brigade of Grenadiers, light infantry and 24th Regi-
ment has had a good deal of flux and some marsh fever, but few deaths,
the encampments at St, John's and Isle aux Noix being the causes, as
they are on swampy ground. Medicines required. Wishes to return to
Europe. 174

Lieut.-Governor Hamilton to Dartmouth, Had arrived the previous No-
vember (9th November, 1775), Had taken steps to repair the vessels;
repairs tothe fort went on slowly, there being onh' two companies of the
8th Eegiment, Avant of provisions preventing the employment of the
country people. The consumption due to the Indians and militia em-
ployed to reinforce the vessels, A vessel has arrived with provisions in

the Detroit River ; expected here to-morrow. Contract for fresh provi-
sions signed in July, Describes the defensive works. The Virginians
have been tampering with the Indians and threatened to attack the
post, but they have not been successful with the former or undertaken
the latter. Cannot yet give any but a general idea of the settlement.
The industry and enterprise of European traders far outgo those of the
Canadians. The navigation of the lakes in large vessels is all in the
hands of the new settlers. Describes the characteristics of the Canadians

;

the fertility of the soil; the salubrit}'- of the climate, &c., and the little

advantage hitherto derived from all the sources at the command of the
inhabitants. There are 1,500 white settlern living on the borders of the
straight ; their mode of living, of farming, &c. How he (Hamilton) got
through the rebels. The unmoved temper and firmness of Carleton,
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though deserted by the most ungrateful race under the sun. Eemarks
on the Indian trade and the abuses that exist, with suggestions for their

removal or mitigation. Account of an Indian Council upon some belts

sent to the Shawanese by the Virginians, the result being unfavourable
to the latter. He (Hamilton) tore the messages, letters and speeches of

the Virginians and cut their belts to pieces in the presence of two hun-
dred Indian deputies. He had advised them to keep watch on the

enemy's movements, and if the Virginians attacked them he would send
word to the whole Confederacy, so that if one were attacked there would
be a united resistance. Expects to hear of attacks on the scattered set-

tlors, a deplorable sort of war, but which the conduct of the Virginians
has justly drawn upon them. The rest of the letter is of a personal

character, except the P.S., dated the 2nd September. Arrival of the
" Gage " with provisions for Michilimakinak and this post. An English-

man, a Delaware Chief, called Captain White Eyes, and with them one
Montour, educated at Williamsburg, but a savage, had the insolence to

bring a letter, a string and a belt from the agent of the Virginian Con-
gress to the Confederacy of Western Indians to go to a Council at Pitts-

burgh. Had torn their letter and cut their belt in presence of the Indians

and sent them off, telling them that only their quality of messengers
protected them, but that they must leave the settlement without delay.

They had a Pennsylvanian Gazette of the 25th July, containing a decla-

ration that the Colonies had thrown off all dependence on the Mother
Country. The Indian Council finished, the Indians leaving well pleased.

Chiefs and wan-iors from different tribes (named) leave by the " Gage "

to join the Six Nations at Niagara. Their inclination is for war, but he
hopes the eyes of the Colonists will be opened before the cloud bursts.

Montour could not help being with the other two; he brought a belt of

friendship to the King from the Delaware Nation. Page 212
September 12, G. Williams to Germain. Sends journal of the state of ordnance
Chambly.

stores, &c. Had hoped to have been at Crown Point before this ; did not
despair, but it would be tight work.

'
176

Journal of ordnance stores received, sent out, &c. 177

September 20, Sam. Willoc to Germain. Arrival of all the fleet, except one Dutch
Quebec. ship with above 300 men on board; 130 men have been sent to the hos-

pital with scurvy. Berner's regiment proceeded up the river this

morning; the rest to follow to-morrow. The army at St. John's is to

embark on the 22nd. 185
September 28, Carleton to the same. Feels honoured by His Majesty's notice. In
Chambly. answer to his (Germain's) regret at insufficient information being sent,

the object at the time of writing was the expulsion of the rebels from
the Province, which was done long before any instructions could have
been received. The next operation was to establish a naval force on
Lake Champlain, to command the navigation of the lake and enable him
to pursue the rebels into their own Provinces, and he could in this expect
no assistance from His Lordship, had it been required in the letter refer-

red to. But he did expect flat-bottomed boats sent out ready to be put
together, as Pringle had been instructed to urge this and had done so

when in London. Only 10 flat-bottomed boats, and materials for build-

ing 14 more, have yet arrived. The others, he presumes, have either

fallen into the hands of the rebels or are detained oy the long-continued
westerly winds. Defensive works nearly finished, owing to the services

of Major General Phillips and to the assistance of Captains Douglas and
Pringle, Lieutenants Dacres and Shanks and other officers, besides the

sailors of the navy and the masters and men of the transports. Pringle

is to command the fleet; the rebels have a considerable naval force at

the entrance of the lake. Hopes for success should they come to action.
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Seijtember 29,

Deschambault

October 6,

Quebec.

Octolier 14,
" Maria " off

Crown Point.

October 18,

Chambly.

October 22,

Quebec.

Is afraid from the lateness of the season that he can do no more than
draw off attention from Howe. It is reported that the rebels had forti-

fied Crown Point, leaving there 800 men, and had taken measures to

assemble 9,000 to 10,000 at Ticonderoga. There is nothing to fear from
the Canadians, so long as things are in a state of prosperit}'- ; nothing to

hope for from them when in distress. There are some of them who are
guided by sentiments of honour; the multitude is influenced by hopes
of gain, or fear of punishment. For his opinions respecting the Cana-
dians and how much they may be depended on, he refers to previous
letters, in writing which he had always a war of this kind in view; has
not now any reason to change his opinion on the matter. Arrival of the
second division of Brunswick troops, except about half of Specht's regi-

ment. Those arrived are on the march, and should be at St. John's
about the middle of October. Page 188

State of the naval force at and near St. John's. 193
Naval force of the rebels on Lake Champlain. 194
Sam. Willoc to Germain. The transport, which parted from the

fleet in July, has arrived at Bic. Owing to westerly winds the troops
landed at Quebec, and are so far on their way to St. John's. Asks for

continuance of his employment and for promotion. 186
Cramah^ to the same. Is sending 17 deserters, who have chosen to

serve in Africa, rather than stand a court martial. Carleton at Isle aux
Noix ; the last vessel launched on the 30th ult. ; the whole intended to

be put in motion by the 3rd or 4th. The transport with the last of the
Brunswick troops has arrived ; the " Howe," armed ship, has arrived in

the basin. Sends copy of address to Carleton and his answer to be laid

before the King. 195
Enclosed. Address to Carleton from Montreal. 19*7

Eeply. 199
Engagement signed by deserters to serve for life in Africa, and decision

of three desei-ters to be tried by court martial. 201
Carleton to Germain (No. 13). The rebel fleet entirely defeated in

two actions on the 11th and 13th inst. Waterbury, second in command,
captured with a Brigadier General and two vessels ; ten othei-s burned and
destroyed ; only three out of 15 sail have escaped. Lieut. Dacres, who
carries this, will give further particulars ; his gallant behaviour in the
" Carleton " schooner ; recommends him to favour. The good services

of the officers and men of the artillery who served the gun boats, which,
with the " Carleton," sustained for many hours the whole fire of the
enemy, the others being unable to work up near enough to take part.

The rebels set fire to all the buildings about Crown Point and retired to

Ticonderoga. Owing to the advanced season, does not know whether
anything further can be done at present. 224

List of rebel vessels on Lake Champlain before their defeat, with
note of their fate. 226

Willoc to Germain. Reported actions on Lake Champlain (see p.

224). Had continued the march since last M'^riting (p. 186), and
en3amped here on the 13th with the battalions of fihetz and Specht ; the
corps of Chasseurs and light cavalry are advanced to St. John's, where
are also two British regiments. The rest of the army is with Carleton.

Sends return of the second division of Brunswick troops. 234
Return referred to. 235
Cramahd to Germain. Has been desired by Carleton to send duplicates

of letters, which he (Carleton) had not had time to forward. Cannot
find the strength of the two fleets referred to. 228
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October 28,

Quebec.

October 31,

Quebec.

November 10,

Montreal.

November 17,

Quebec.

November 20,

Quebec.

Cramahd to Germain. Sends duplicate of the state of the rebel naval

force upon Lake Champlain, the original (p. 226) sent by Lieutenant
Dacres. Page 233

Same to the same. Forwards letter from Mr. Sullivan, a captain in the

rebel army, to his brother, a general amongst them. 229

The letter is signed " Ebonezer Sullivan," and dated Montreal, 14th

August. He slates that he and the other hostages are well. He is sur-

prised that they are not redeemed according to cartel, and that besides

the refusal. Congress has demanded Captain Forster, to answer for

what it is pleased to term the massacre of the Cedars. Congress could

not have so acted but from wrong information. He calls God to wit-

ness that no living man could have acted with more humanity than

Captain Forster, and that whoever says to the contrary is an enemy
,to peace and a fallacious disturber of mankind. He cannot imagine
what reason can be assigned for not redeeming the hostages. Had the

affair of the Cedars been really a massacre, Congress should rather re-

deem the hostages than leave them in the hands of so merciless an
enemy. Does Congress regard the troops no longer than whilst they are

victorious? The evil effect of such a policy, which will turn the

prisoners and their friends against the Congress and expose the

Colonies to ruin by division. " If we were in the hands of a rigorous

power, as they have wrongly represented, have they not (after so enor-

mous a breach of faith) every colour of justice, loadened with chains in

some horrid dungeon, to tell us to languish out our days under a sentence

passed by our own people ? If you suspect I write this for the sake of

getting my own liberty, your suspicion wrongs me; it is not my own
confinement but the breach of a treaty, which even the savages have
ever held sacred, that causes me to write." 230
Deschambault to Germain (in French). Calls attention to previous

letters and urges his claims on the Court of France, for which he could

get no satisfaction. His zeal in the King's service during the contest

with the Bostonians. The abilities of Carleton, to whose firmness

the country owes it safety. He (Deschambault) had been twice made a

prisoner by the Bostonians. Had sent Carleton a plan for raising the

militia ; enters into details on this subject and points out the benefits

that would be derived from his plan, and how the militia might be dis-

ciplined, &c. 241

Enclosed. Memorial from Deschambault to Germain, dated 8th

October, respecting the losses he has sustained, &c. 245
Carleton to Germain (No. 15, should probably be 14). Had stated in

his letter of the 22nd October, that the army must winter in Canada.
The two brigades set out on the 2nd instant, and are now, together

with the rest of the troops, either in, or on the march to their quarters.

Parties, some with arms, had come in at Crown Point for refuge.

These he had joined to Sir John Johnson's corps. Was applied to for

the issue of a proclamation of amnesty ; having no instructions, he did

not issue it, but pointed out that his own conduct might be an as-

surance. No irregularities have been committed among these unhappy
wretches, even by the savages. Has had no word from Howe, except a

letter asking foi- hay and oats. It was dated the day before an action

was said to have taken place at Long Island, though the vessel which
brought the letter and a commissary did not sail for twelve days
after. 236

Same to the same (No. 15, see previous letter). Address of the

British inhabitants of Quebec contains such sentiments, that he sends it

to be laid before the Throne. The behaviour during the winter of those

who signed it shows their sincerity. 238
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December 9,

Portsmouth.

Address, dated 15th November. Page 239
Burgoyne to Germain, As he cannot reach London at a reasonable

time, he will rest on the road and only sends a line to announce his

arrival and intention to wait on His Lordship at noon to-morrow. Em-
ployment being over for the Winter in Canada, he had returned to England
on account of his own health and the King's service. Carleton had agreed,

and also sent by him his ideas for the next campaign. 247

1776.

November 1,

St. John's.

November 1.

December 1,

Quebec.

No date.

1777.

January 1,

London.

January 20,

Whitehall.

January 21,

London.

February 19,

Whitehall.

FeViruary 28,

London.

March 2,

Illinois.

Correspondence between Gov, Carleton, Gen. Burgoyne and Lord
George Germain— 1777.

Q. 13.

Major General Phillips to Carleton, respecting the utility of*a supply
of gun boats, as shown by the late expedition on Lake Champlain ; with
note of the most useful sizes and armaments. Page 22
Winter quarters for the British troops, ordered by His Excellency

the Commander-in-Chief, 26
Carleton to Germain (No. 17.) Eespecting the accounts of the German

troops, pay for whom had been charged on the full number, although
several had died in each regiment. Had written to Riedesel and encloses

his letters. 41
Enclosed. Riedesel's explanation ofthe method ofkeeping the accounts

of the German regiments. 42
Letter by Jacob Jordan, dated 29th November, 1776, on the same

subject. 46
Memoranda by Daniel Claus, Indian Superintendent, of the rebel

invasion of Canada in 1775. 48
Burgoyne to Germain. Has been ordered to Bath for his health, but

shall be ready to come to London when wanted. Had communicated his

intention to the King and offered himself for active service. Asks his

(Germain's) support. Has left Carleton's memoranda in the hands of

Mr, D'Oily ; application for boats for artillery ; return of winter quarters,

&c. 1

Memoranda of Carleton relative to the next campaign, communicated
to Burgoyne to be laid before Germain. 3
Memoranda and observations relative to the service in Canada,

submitted to Lord George Germain by Carleton. (These cover 18
pages). 4
Germain to Burgoyne. It is reported that the goods sent for Indian

presents had been much complained of, and that Carleton had sent an
order to Brook Watson for a lai-ge supply. As he (Germain) had re-

ceived no letter on the subject from Carleton, desires to know if it is

i-eferred to in the memoranda. 39
Burgoyne to Germain. That there is nothing in the memoranda about

the Indian presents. Had had a personal inspection of those sent by the
Treasury, many of which were unsuitable for the purpose. 40
Germain to Carleton (No. 8). The 7th Eegiment having arrived at

New York, hopes that Major Campbell may be able to come to Canada
to take the superintendence of the Indians, Claus is sent out to Canada
to take charge of the Indians in other operations. His services and
qualifications, 57

Thoughts, by Burgoyne, for conducting the war from the side of
Canada. 28
Extract of letter from Eichard McCarty. Eeport in October that a

Bostonian bateau had passed with 50 men for New Orleans from Fort
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March 15.

March 24,

Whitehall.

March 26,

WhitehaU.

March 26,

Whitehall.

March 26,

Whitehall.

March 26.

Whitehall.

March 26,

Whitehall.

March 26,

Whitehall.

Pitt. Eumour in January of the arrival of two Englishmen and two
Frenchmen with a large packet of letters from Mr. Cruzat, the Spanish
Governor and that New Orleans was in the hands of the Bostonians.
The Spanish Governor at St. Louis had heard nothing of it, so the report
died out, but was renewed in February. Had written to Eocheblave, who
sent a variety of rumours, amounting to this, that one bateau had passed
loaded with powder, but where bound was not known, as no one in the
Spanish village was allowed to speak to the men, who hired a man to
conduct them to Fort Pitt. The Indians seem stunned with the conflict-

ing reports. Attack by Pottowatomies on five English hunters; one of
the Indians killed and another wounded

; the rest got off. A few days
after some of the same nation went to St. Louis to trade and the Spanish
Governor threatened them for attacking the hunters, as the English and
Spanish had adopted the French, and to attack one was to attack all.

Page 2Y1
Eeport on the missions of the " Unitas Fratrum " in Labrador, from

September, 1175, to Octobei-, 1776. 59
Germain to Carleton (ISTo. 9). Letter of 10th August, 1776, and

enclosures received, as well as that of 28th September. The King's
approbation of the different services. 80
Same to the same. (Separate). Sends letter of the 22nd August,

1776, which was prevented from reaching by the ship in which Captain
LeMaistre sailed, being driven back three times. It contains instruc-

tions for his operations after having driven the rebels from the frontiers

of Canada. Was mortified to learn that on his (Carleton's) repassing
Lake Champiain the rebels had taken the opportunity to attack Howe's
winter quarters. For this reason, and to quell the rebellion, 3,000 men
are left in his command for the defence of the Province ; the rest are to

be sent on two expeditions, one under Burgoyne, the other under St.

Leger. He is to try to furnish both expeditions with good bodies of
Canadians and Indians. Further instructions respecting the expeditions,

the number of troops, &c. 73
Same to the same (No. 10). His letter announcing the defeat of the

rebel fleet received ; Lieut. Dacres presented to the King, &c. 81
Same to the same (No. 11). Had received his letters and memoranda

from Burgoyne ; his ideas relative to 3,000 seamen sent to the Earl of

Sandwich. 82
Same to the same (No. 12). Letters of the l7th and 20th November

received. The King approves of his answer to the request for a
proclamation of amnesty. His gratification at the address from the

British inhabitants of Quebec. 83
Same to the same (No. 13). Letter of 8th July, 1776, received. The

report by Sir John Johnson is sufficient to induce him to raise a battalion

on the frontier. The King approves of this, and of giving the command
to Sir .John Johnson. The corps raised by Maclean is not put on the

establishment, but he and his officers shall receive marks of royal

favour. 85
Same to the same (No. 14). The proposal made by Lieut. Governor

Hamilton for a diversion on the frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania.

How the Indians may be used. Hamilton to collect as many as he can
and place proper persons at their head ; all loyal subjects to be invited

to join, to receive pay and allowances, and 200 acres at the close of the

war. The operations Hamilton may conduct will divide the attention

of the rebels and tend to weaken their main army. Presents sent. List

of persons on the frontiers of "Virginia recommended by Lord Dunmore
for their loyalty. 87
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March 26,

Whitehall.

March 26,

Whitehall.

April 2,

Montreal.

April 7,

Fort Pitt.

April 12,

Michilim-
akinak.

April 16,

Berthier.

April 18,

Three Rivers.

April 20,

Three Rivers.

May 4,

^riainis,

6a—

6

Germain to Carleton (No. 15). The "Lord Shuldham," with Indian
presents, having failed to get up the river to Quebec, is ordered to New
York, he (Carleton) having already sent orders for a fresh supply.

Those for New York are to be taken charge of by Guy Johnson,
Arrangements about the office of Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, for

which M^'. Gordon had received a warrant. The delays that would be
caused by the abolition of fees in the courts of justice, but they might
be greatly lessened. The Lords of Trade will inform him how the
vacancies in the Legislative Council are to be filled up. Page 90
Same to the same (No. 16). Arrangement for the subsistence of

the foreign troops. Dr. Knox has been appointed Inspector General of

the army hospitals. 93
Carleton's correspondence with Burgoyne, St. Leger and Phillips,

together with orders and instructions respecting the expedition, under
Burgoyne, in the months of April, May and June, will be found in the
list following Carleton's letter to Germain, of 26th June.
Major Williams to Gei-main. Sends list of the armament for Lake

Champlain. It is said that the troops are to begin with the siege of Ticon-
deroga; doubts if the rebels will stand when they see the King's troops,

who are very determined; The troops surprisingly healthy. This has
been the finest winter he ever beheld. Has wintered with three com-
panies of British and one of Hanau artillery; does not expect to move
for a month or six weeks. Asks that the King should do something for

him. 171
Enclosed. List of ships and boats under the command of Major

Williams and Captain Lutwidge on Lake Champlain for this year
(1777). ^ 173
"The United American States to their brethren, the Delawares, at

Kaskaskias." Message signed by George Morgan. 262
De Peyster to Carleton. Had been able owing to the season, to send

off provisions to meet Langlade's Indians atLabaye. The Indians all well
inclined ; the only fear is that as all wish to go down, those who are
prevented will take it ill. 312
Baron de Gall to the same (in French). Sending a packet for trans-

mission. 95
Willoc to Germain. The winter is over; the army in fine order and

high spirits; hopes soon to see measures pursued to put an end to the
rebellion. The German troops healthy and anxious to distinguish them-
selves; encloses return of theii- present state. 175
Return (in French) of German troops under Eiedesel. 176
Riedesel to Germain (in French.) Congratulations on the general

success of affairs in America. His contribution towards this is to execute
blindly the orders of the General-in-chief and to maintain harmony
between the national and auxiliary troops, in which he has succeeded.
The auxiliary troops are in good condition, in good health and have good
will. There is only one man in hospital. Has the most flattering

idea of approaching success. If Sir Guy Carleton and he (Germain) are
content, he shall be satisfied. P. S. of 8th May. Had received his

(Germain's) letter by the hands of Burgoyne, who arrived the day before
yesterday at Quebec; the expression of contentment with his services
has overjoyed him ; he shall do all in his power to retain this good
opinion. Sends return (see p. 176, the return sent by Willoc). 177

Lieut. Governor Abbott to Carleton. Had arrived on the 30th. Depu-
tation of inhabitants of Vincennes and 36 Indians of the Wabash wait-
ing his arrival. The unanimity in the King's interest of these Indians,
although hostile Indians had been among them. Reports of rebels at

Pittsburgh, with bateaux built and building for an attack on the upper
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MaJ- 9,

Quebec.

May 11,

Detroit.

May 12,

Montreal.

May 14,

Quebec.

posts. There are here about 500 Indians ; he shall get across the port-

age with the utmost dispatch, as there is no end to the demands of the
Indians. Hopes to arrive at Vincennes in twelve days. (Called St.

Yincennes in the letter). Page 310
Carleton to Germain (No. 18). Dispatches received. Sends copies

of ordinances ; the spirit in which they have been framed. There is

no doubt but that the Canadians may again be reduced to that spirit of
obedience they paid to their ancient government, but it will be a work
of time, and until firmly accomplished will require a military force to

support the civil authority. The noblesse, clergy and greater part of the
bourgeoisie have given every assistance, but the chief dependence
towards securing subordination must be on His Majesty's Ministers, to

assist the efforts of the provincial administration. Eemarks on the
ordinances. The exportation of live stock has been prohibited for this

year and of corn, flour and biscuits till the victuallers arrive. A list

sent of the principal leaders of sedition ; there are still too many remain-
ing who have the same inclination but they act with more caution. 96

Enclosed. Plan for the establishment of a Chamber of Commerce for
the city and disti-ict of Quebec. 99

List of ordinances passed in the Legislative Council from January
to April, 1777. 103

List of principal persons settled in the Province who zealously

served the rebels and fled on their quitting it. 106
Hamilton to Carleton. Indians arrived from the wintering; they are

quiet and give assurances of acting as i-equired. Shall detain them
after their meeting till he shall receive instructions as to their manage-
ment. Delawares wavering; the means taken to secure them. King's
vessels on these lakes repaired; timber for the new one cut, but naval

stores and iron are wanting to build. On their arrival, no time shall be

lost to build and equip her. ' 275
Phillips to Germain, Has i-eceived letter sent by the hands of Bur-

goyne. Thanks for his (Germain's) favourable report of him to the

King. Burgoyne will send an account of the army. Hopes that this

year will end the American troubles. Eespecting his own position. 167
Burgoyne to the sanie. Had arrived on the 6(h instant. Being under

a superior officer, an oflEicial correspondence is unnecessaiy, but he may
write confidentially. The preparations have been pushed forward for

next campaign
;
provisions sent to Chambly and St. John's ; a victualler

arrived last November, so that he is in hopes to cross Lake Champlain
without waiting for the Cork fleet, Hopes to have artillery stores

enough to ti-y the enemy at Ticonderoga, but should gi-eat artillery oper-

ations be necessary, he will be obliged to wait at Crown Point for ord-

nance from England. A good body of Indians ready ; cannot say so

much for the military assistance from the Canadians; there are yet only

thiee independent companies, of 100 men each, raised and undei* the

command of the seigniors, but they have not been able to engage many
volunteers, the men being chiefly draughted from the militia. Those he

has seen afford no promise of use in ai-ms, being awkward, ignorant and
disinclined for service. This change is due, he believes, to the unpopu-
lai-ity of the seigniors and the poison thrown into their minds by the

rebel emissaries. Should he find the companies up the country better

disposed, he shall move Carleton to augment the number. The army
Mnll fall short of the strength computed and want of supplies will cause

inconvenience, but he is nevertheless detefmined to put in motion the

troops destined for his command. Has arranged with Carleton and with

Lutwidge, who commands on the lake, and shall proceed this afternoon to

Montreal and thence to execute the King's orders. His high estimate
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May 16.

May 19,

Montreal.

May 20,

Quebec.

May 20,

Queljec.

May 22,

•Quebec.

of Carleton ; it is easy to see he wished to command the military opera-

tions out of the province, but his deference to His Majesty's decision and
his zeal to give effect to the measures in his (Burgoyne's) hands are

equally evident. Page 107

Speeches of the Bostonians and a French general to the Six Nations,

delivered by tvro Onondagos at Kayingwarestos village in the Snake
Country, brought from Boston by the Oneidas. 266
Burgoyne to Germain. The hopes expressed in a previous letter (p.

107) of being able to put the troops in motion before the arrival of the

fleet had been confirmed ; the only delay arose from the state of the

roads, owing to heavy rains, and this will be removed by the services of

the parishes when the weather clears. In the meantime is using every
means, so far as water carriage will admit, to draw the troops to

their point. Trusts there may be vessels enough to move the army and
stores together ; in that case he will take post at once at Ticonderoga,
using Crown Point onl}* for hospital and magazines. The design of the

enemy is to defend Ticonderoga vigorously. Eow galleys are being

built at Fort George to defend that lake and the road to Skenesborough
is being fortified. The New England Colonies are to supply men and
provisions to oppose his advance, on condition of being exempted from
supplying Washington's main army. His intention to alarm Connec-
ticut may make the forces of that province cautious of leaving the

frontier, so as to give him a start for Albany. He shall make no move-
ment that can j^rocrastinate the object of his orders. 169

Cai-leton to the same (No. 19). In answer to Germain's letter of 22nd
August, 1776, duplicate of which was sent on the 26th March, 1777,

defending himself against charges insinuated in that letter. (This letter

from Carleton was printed in full in report on Archives for 1885,

NoteD). Ill

Enclosed. Intelligence brought at different times. • 121
The information of Patrick Langan respecting Ticonderoga. 125
Sworn information of Samuel Adams, concerning the different posts,

fortifications, &c., in and about Ticonderoga. 127
Letters from John Butler. One for leave to raise a corps of rangers

;

the other that a treaty has been made with the Six Nations. 131

Examination of prisoners taken by Indians under Mackay, sent on a
scout to Ticonderoga. 134

Captain Mackay's report, dated Montreal, 3l8t March, (In the form
of a journal.) 142
A true description of the situation of Ticonderoga, with an exact

account of its fortifications, the number of forces, &c. 147
Extracts of letters from the upper posts respecting the Indians. 151

Cramah^ to Knox. Letters received. Clothing forwarded to Riedesel

at Three Elvers. 166
Carleton to Germain. Points out that amongst the troops selected for

the defence of Canada, the detachment from the Brunswick and British

regiments, amounting to 950 men, are the sick, infirm and such as regi-

ments usually disburden themselves of; that the additional companies
are to recruit the army and their officers to return home before winter.

The battalion which has the guard of the upper posts has had 100 chosen
men draughted from it ; the three old battalions are deprived of their

grenadiers and light infantry, besides 100 of their best men sent off.

Maclean's alone remains untouched. The feeble state to which Canada
will be reduced. Hopes Howe will take measures to protect it. He
(Carleton) would have left still fewer troops behind, had he been
entrusted, as before, w;ith discretionary power, but as he would have
gone to Ticonderoga, ho would have had his eye constantly on Canada,
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May 23,

Quebec.

May 24,

Quebec.

May 27,

Quebec.

June 4j

Michilim-
akinak.

June 6,

Michilim-
akinak.

and been ready to throw in troops. Hie Lordship has complimented him
on his influence with the Canadians and Indians; but that was lessened
b}^ the reports that when His Lordship was announced as Minister, his
intention was to remove him (Carleton) from command, and, in the
meantime, to render it as irksome as possible, by every kind of slight,

disregard and censure, occasion and events might render plausible. The
removal might have taken place without public evil, but the system
chosen strikes at the King's government. The danger arising from the
indulgence of private resentments by a Secretary of State, and the cabals
encouraged by his protection are pointed out. It is now pretty generally
believed that the surest way to obtain favour from His Lordship and
support from his selected friends, is to promote opposition here and
forward materials for the same business at home. Page 156

Carleton to Germain (No. 21). Agrees as to the good policy of
rewarding those who have preserved their fidelity and ofpunishing those
who have forsaken their allegiance, as stated in his (Germain's) letter.

After mentioning the appointment of Livius and others to judicial posi-
tions, the letter says :

" Your Lordship has turned out of their employment
two men of abilities and good character. Mr. Grant has acted as
Attorney General ever since Mr. Kneller lett the Province ; and Mr.
Frasei', as Judge of the Common Pleas at Montreal, ever since the first

establishment of the Civil Courts of Justice in 1764. These gentlemen
have both exposed their lives more than once to oppose rebellion ; Mr.
Eraser, for the same cause, has suffered in his property, been personally
insulted, and is still detained a prisoner by the rebels. The power I
have not; I am at a loss to know, after the fate of these gentlemen, how
I can even talk of rewarding those who have preserved their loyalty,
without an appearance of mockery. Of this you may be assured, that
such things will occasion no small exultation among the King's
.enemies." 160
Same to the same (No. 22). Owing to the infirm health of Mr. St.

Oui-s, he would regard it as a mark of the royal favour were his son,
Eoque St. Ours, appointed to the Legislative Council in his room. 162
Same to the same (No. 23). The army has been joined at Crown Point

by loyal inhabitants, whose number is increasing. Nearly 100 arrived
under the conduct ofMr. Jessop, of the Province of New York, his brother
and several other men of note from the neighbourhood of Albany.
They have all been sent to join Sir John Johnson, but have asked not to
be draughted into his corps, as they are from a different part of the
country. They have been clothed, armed and arranged as privates, non-
commissioned officers and officers. McDonald, a captain in Maclean's
corps, has arrived with 100 men from the Province of New York, part
for his own corps, part for Sir John Johnson's. Arrival of the " Tartar,"
with several of last year's victuallers. The Canadian gentlemen taken
at St. John's have been returned by this opportunity. Colonel Maclean
has also arrived. 164
DePeyster to Carleton. Langlade has arrived with 60 Indians from

Labaye ; fears that the others he expects will be too late ; has completed
him here with the number requij-ed. Report that Spanish agents have
been amongst their neighbours, which makes it more difficult to get
them to move, owing to their curiosity and fear, as they are all well
inclined. 313
Same to the same. After Langlade's departure an express has come

fromDucharme, Milwaukee, that Chief Siginakee has received a parole
from the Spanish Governor, to raise all the Indians between the Missis-
sippi and the little Detroit of Labaye. Is sensible that the English
traders can undersell the Spaniards, who flatter themselves, however^
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June 13,

Michilim-
akinak.

June 15,

Niagara.

June 15,

Detroit.

June 16,

Niagara.

June 16,

Niagara.

June 17,

Montreal.

June 17,

Michilim-
akinak.

with gaining the advantage during the troubles, although a letter from
a trader confirms the belief that the Spaniards rather favour the English
traders. Ducharme is to be on the look out and come oif from Milwau-
kee should anything happen to require it. Arrival of a band of strange

Indians, fine looking men, without women or children ; they decline

going down the country, butprotfer the greatest friendship. Langlade
has left his papers; when they can be arranged into an account they
shall be sent. The 2,776 livres have been paid him. He wants looking

after; he is strictly honest, but retains all the French customs, and can
refuse the Indians nothing they ask, and they will lose nothing for want
of asking. The presents Langlade brought for the Menominies he
thinks were pillaged at Montreal ; shall have them examined ; there are

more than they deserve. Page 273
DePeyster to Carleton. Arrival of 15 Pottawatomies from St. Joseph

since Langlade left; they are all chiefs or sons of chiefs ; has sent them
down in charge of Chevalier, a man spoken ill of at Detroit, but he had
better be caressed than otherwise. An Iroquois, a good subject, conducts

them to Montreal ; his good record. At another time the Pottawatomies
would require a good let down for past and recent offences, but at pre-

sent no nation requires more tender treatment. Must hurry off Gaultier

with the Sauks and Eenards, just arrived ; a meeting with the others

would be rather inconvenient. 327
Butler to the same. Meeting with the Six Nations and their allies

;

they expressed satisfaction at having an opportunity of showing their

friendship. Has sent runners to the Indian country to collect warriors,

and to Hay at Detroit for a body of Western Indians. He himself will

join the expedition and take charge of the Indians. His suggestion as

to his own rank and pay, and those of the other Indian officers, as desired

by him (Carleton). Sends list of rangers, the command of whom he
requests may be granted to his son, Walter Butler. Eecommends
William Caldwell, the bearer of this letter. 317

List of officers in the Indian department, with their rank and pay. 329
List of rangers. 331
Hamilton to Carleton. Indians (named) have come, and are to meet

in Council on Tuesday next. Will keep them as long as possible await-

ing orders. Can assemble 1,000 in three weeks, even if the majority
should return home. * 342

Butler to the same. Arrival of Delawares from the Susquehanna, with
a mulatto prisoner taken near Wyoming. Howe had driven Washing-
ton across the Delaware ; he is fortifying a camp near Bethlehem. The
rebels are entrenching the old fort, called Bull's Fort, on Wood Creek,
about four miles below Fort Stanwix. Has appointed Edward Smith
his secretary. 320

Lernoult to the same. Will take care that only vessels employed and
armed by His Majesty shall navigate the lakes. The detachment is

ready to march and obey the orders given by St. Leger. Bolton intends

to join the corps, so he (Lernoult) shall go with this detachment on the

expedition. Will do his utmost to collect Indians for St. Leger ; has no
doubt the greater part will enter heartily into the cause. Sends down
a negro prisoner brought by the Delawares for acting as a spy in their

village ; also Eandolph Fox, who came in for protection and tried to

escape when the Delawares came in, as they knew him for a rebel. 322
Petition (in French) by the citizens of Montreal in favour of John

Eraser for the office of judge. 276
The petition in English of samo date and to the same effect. 301
DePeyster to Carleton. Arrival of Sauks and Eenards under the

command of Gaultier. The good report of Gaultier's influence with the
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Indians, even from his enemies. His industry to stop the rebel belt

and divert that of the Spaniard shows that, though imprudent, he is

still a good subject. The Indians say they cannot do without him, as he

speaks their language. Truth of the report that the rebels had drawn
two bateau loads of powder from the Mississippi by the "Wabash. The
rebel belt was forwarded from Detroit by an Ottawa chief, and the

Spanish belt was in the hands of Hubert, an inhabitant of New Orleans,

who was opposed by G-aultier and several Indian traders. The nature

of the belt is still a secret ; Hubert's story of its meaning. Page 324
une20, Memorial of Major John Campbell, Superintendent of Indian Affairs

in Quebec, for the appointment of a deputy, and that he (Campbell)

should be promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the army. 279

Montreal.

June 21, Speech bv Burffoyne to the Indians in Congress and their answer. 291
Camp at River I J ^ J »

Bouquet.

June 22, Burgoyne to Germain. States the substance of previous letters. The
Camp upon object of passing Lake Champlain has been invariably pursued. The

Bouquet difficulties of advancing (given in detail.) Ticonderoga to be defended

under the command of a Major General Sinclair, formerly in the King's

service. There are three brigadiers, one of them named LaClose, for-

merly a lieutenant colonel in the French service, besides a French en-

gineer ; the force is about 4,500 men. The cordiality of the Indians

;

500 have arrived, been feasted, and a detachment, supported by light

infantry, has gone off to cut the communication by Connecticut, and to

cover the reconnoitering of the country on the other side of Ticonderoga,

towards South Bay. His arrangements for intercepting the retreat of

the enemy. The defection of the Canadians ; their assistance will be

little or nothing, and their numbers are daily reduced by desertion.

Despairs of getting help for transpoi't, cutting roads, &c. Has, on the

other hand, hopes of two, perhaps three, battalions of loyalists from
Hampshire, Skenesborough and Albany. Has emissaries in the heart

of the Provinces for these levies, and thinks it probable useful troops

will be obtained. No provision for horses for artillery, &c. ; the neces-

sity of a supply. Has entered into a contract for as small a number as

can enable the army to move, trusting to the country for the rest. Is

trying the experiment of bringing them through the woods, swimming
the small rivers, to meet the army at Ticonderoga, Arrival of most
of the fleet at Quebec ; the slow progress up the St, Lawrence and
Sorel. 282

June 24, Proclamation to the Provinces by Burgoyne, countersigned by Eobert
Camp at the Kingston, secretary. 287
Kiver Bouquet ° > J

J"nf26, Carleton to Germain (No. 24). Had already stated that the troops
^"^ '^'

ordered to be detached to serve under Burgoyne and St. Leger had been

put under their respective commands. Bui'goyne had left on the 17th,

part of his arm}^ having gone some time before; the last of it left St,

John's on the 20th. Phillips serves on this expedition ; all the troops are

in high health and discipline. About 500 Indians of different tribes

(named) have joined, but there is always an uncertainty in such a force.

The Western Indians desire to join; 120 have just arrived, and will fol-

low Burgoyne. Loyal inhabitants are waiting the arrival of the army
to escape and take up arms; has furnished Burgoyne with blank com-

missions to form two corps, so that he may turn their disposition to

public utility. St. Leger has begun his movement ; the composition of

his force. To give full information, so as to show the care taken in this

anomalous position of an inferior officer being given a chief command

;

transmits the orders he has given ; sends duplicates of his letters and of

reports from the upper country. 188
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List of papers transmitted

:

No. 1. Letter to Major General Phillips acquainting him of General
Burgojne's being appointed to command a detachment from the army,
8th April. Page 197
No, 2. To the same with the orders for the troops destined to serve

under General Burgoyne to hold themselves in readiness to march and
to obey such orders as they might receive from Lieut.-General Bur-
goyne, 12th May.

^

-199

No. 3. Copy of the orders dated 10th May. 200
No. 4. To Lieut.-Colonel St. Leger, communicating to him the particu-

lars of the detachment which was ordered to be put under his command,
and directing him to order the party to be furnished from the 34th. 12th
May. 200

No. 5. Circular letter to Colonels of Militia and Canadian Commis-
saries of ti-ansport, directing them to comply with such requisitions as

should be made from Lieut.-General Burgoyne. 12th May. 203
No. 6. Letter to Captain Eraser, Assistant Superintendent of Indian

Affairs, to receive Burgoyne's orders respecting the assembling of Indians.

13th May. 204
No. 7. Letter to Burgoyne enclosing orders to Bolton (commanding

the 8th Eegiment), Butler and the officer at Oswegatchie, relating to St,

Leger's expedition. 19th May, 205
No. 8. Letter to Bolton (8th Eegiment), commanding at Niagara, to

order the detachment of his regiment to join St. Leger. He is to get as

many Indians as possible to join the expedition and to consult with
St. Leger as to the rendezvous for both troops and Indians, 18th
May, ' 206
No. 9, Extract from letter to officer commanding at Oswegatchie, to

give every possible assistance to St. Leger. 18th May. 208
No, 10. Letter to Butler, Assistant Indian Superintendent at Niagara

to collect as many of the Six Nations and other Indians as possible to

act in thftcause ofthe King and to join St. Leger. The Provincials who
have come to Niagara are to complete Sir John Johnson's corps and to

be informed that those who take up arms are to receive 200 acres of
land if they serve till the end of the war. 18th May. 209
No. 11. Letter to Captain Mackay, eldest officer of the three Cana-

dian companies, directing him to obey Burgoyne's commands, 19th
May, 211
No, 12. Letter from Burgoyne to Carleton, reporting desertion from

the Canadian companies; proposing a further remedy than the Ordin-
ances supply; Government expected large bodies of Canadians, or a
larger proportion of regulars would have been sent ; asks for a corv<?e

of 1,000 men and for a number of horses and men to drive them. Asks
for part of the staff to attend the expedition; reports the progress
of his preparations, andenloses a letter from St. Leger. Montreal, 2(Jth

May,
"

212
Nos. 13 and 14, Lists of the Hospital and staff demanded by Bur-

goyne, to attend his expedition, 26th May, 217, 218
No. 15, Letter from St. Leger to Burgoyne, desiring certain infor-

mation before he can advise as to the rendezvous, 25th May. 219
No. 16, Letter from Carleton to Burgoyne. Answer respecting

Canadians and corv^es. 29th May. 222
No. 17. Carleton to Burgoyne. Answer respecting St. Leger and

the Hanau regiment, 28th May, 225
No. 18. Carleton to Cramah^, directing him to order a corvee as

requested by Burgoyne. 9th June. 228
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June 26,

Niagara.

June 27,

Quebec.

!N'o. 19. Burgoyne to Carloton, proposing to have horses supplied by
contract for the service of the array. Montreal, 7th June. Page 230

Nos. 20 and 21. The proposals. 232-234

No. 22. Carleton's answer. Montreal, 7th June. 236
No. 23. Carleton to Burgoyne, accompanying instructions, being an

extract from Lord Greorge Germain's letter of 26th March; extracts

from two letters fi'om Lord Barrington, the one relating to the briga-

diers of the army under Burgoyne, the other to certain recruits of the
33rd, and a copy of a private letter from Sir Wm. Howe to Carleton.

10th June. 237
Nos. 24 to 27. Copies of the instructions and other papers

enclosed. 238 to 242
No. 28. Carleton to St. Leger, enclosing instructions, 10th June. 242
No 29. Instructions (see p. 78).

No. 30. Carleton to Burgoyne, desiring that the Canadians with his

army be allowed to return home by the 1st November. 13th June. 244
No. 31. Burgoyne to Carleton, reporting desertions in the Canadian

corps. St. John's 15th June. 245
No. 32. Carleton's answer. 17th June. 246
Nos. 33 and 34. Two letters from Phillips, requesting that the 29th

and 31stEegiment8 and the Eoyal Emigrants with Brigadier Maclean and
St. Greorge Dupre, should be employed at places pointed out, particularly

one company at Pointe au Fer, to forward the transj)ort of provisions to

Burgoyne's army. St, John, 17th June. 247-250

No. 35. Carleton's answer, with orders. 18th June. 252
No. 36. Orders. 254
No. 37. Phillips to Carleton, pressing the particular disposition of

the 29lh regiment and for leave to place a company of the 31st at

Pointe au Fer, as before requested. 19th June. 256
No. 38. Carleton's answer, that the arrangement of the 29th would

be as he (Phillips) desired. Quebec, 26th June. 260
No. 39. Carleton to Burgoyne on the subject of contractors for the

horses, having applied for an order for Canadians to attend his horses.

26th June. 261
Butler to Carleton. The rebels have been frustrated in the attempt

to draw the Six Nations to a Congress at Albany and Fort Pitt; their

resolution and determination to continue firm in their fidelity. Had
ordered goods for clothing certain of the Indians. Had informed St.

Leger of the number of Indians that would join, so that he might
arrange for provisions. 343

Carleton to Germain (No. 25). That he had judged Caldwell, Lon-
gueuil, Dufy and Baby fit persons for the council, but finding a sufficient

number in the Province to proceed upon the business of legislation, he
had deferred nominating any, " as the delay could not prove so offen-

sive to them, or hurtful to the King's service, as after some time enjoy-

ing the office, to find themselves turned out of their seats by your Lord-
ship and others set up, whom they might with some reason deem deserv-

ing of little favour from the Crown." Besides, he was not sure how His
Lordship wished to fashion the Council, nor the qualifications he desired
in the candidates for his favour. Caldwell has now presented a man-
damus; Druinmond has another; Grant, Deputy Ecceiver General, is

also named ; and the Board of Trade wait his recommendation for the
other vacancy. By the death of M. Kigouville there are two, and he
recommended M. de Longueuil and M. Baby. Mr. Dufy being dead, he
shall add M. Lanaudi^re and M. Deschambault, though he sees a dis-

position in His Lordship to overturn the late regulations
;
yet as this

has not been notified, he recommends Canadians, that their projjortion
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177

June 28,

Quebec.

June 30,

Quebec.

July 3,

Quebec.

July 4,

Quebec.

July ^,

Quebec.

July 10,

Quebec.

in the Council, formerly approved of, may be kept up. Finding he can
no longer be of use to the King's service on this continent, either in a

civil or military capacity, under His Lordship's administration, " on the
contrary apprehending that I may occasion no small detriment to it, for

all the marks of your Lordship's displeasure aftect not me but the King's
service and the tranquillity of his people; 1, therefore, flatter myself I

shall obtain his royal permission to return home this fall, the more so

that from your first entrance into office, you began to prepare the minds
of all men for this event, wisely'' foreseeing that under your Lordship's

administration, it must certainly come to pass, and for my own part I

do not think it just that the private enmity of the King's servants should
add to the disturbances of his reign. For these reasons I shall embark
with great satisfaction, still entertaining hopes and ardent wishes that

after my departure you may adopt measures tending to promote the

safety and tranquillity of this unfortunate Province ;
at least, that the

dignity of the Crown may not appear beneath your Lordship's concern."

Sends petition in favour of Mr. Fmser, lately superseded as judge by his

Lordship. The inconvenience caused by judicial appointments of men
who do not understand French. Page 297

Carleton to Germain (No. 26). Has received circular respecting Medi-
terranean passes. No passes have been lodged here ; before the troubles

it was usual to get them from New York. Prior Orders-in-Council men-
tioned have not been received. *307

William Gordon to . Has received mandamus appointing him
clerk of the Crown and Common Pleas. Had declined the latter office,

as he did not wish to deprive the present occupant of it. His small
salary as clerk of the Crown. Asks for leave of absence to come to

England next summer on account of his health. (Probablv addressed
to Knox).

"

304
Carleton to Germain (No. 27). Having received intelligerce from the

upper country dilfering from that sent on the 2(]th June, sends copies of

the last letters. (The enclosed letters fi-om Abbott,*4th May, and from
Major de Peyster, 4th, Gth, 13th and 17th June, are calendered at their

dates). . 309
Cramah^ to Knox. Sends packets from General Specht and Captain

Thomas of the Brunswick troops. 296

Carleton to Germain (No. 28). Sends copies of letters from Niagara,
respecting the assembling of the Indians. The character of Butler,

which led to his being placed in command of the Indians before Claus

brought His Lordship's letter. Claus is also sent up. The embarrass-
ment caused b}^ want of information respecting the arrangements in the

Indian Department. Copies of letters from Major de Peyster sent; his

prudence in dealing with the Indians. As much may be said of Captain
Lernoult ; though oldest captain, he could not purchase the majority
and joins St. Leger in hopes to get promotion by merit. 314
Same to the same (No. 29). Entei-s into explanations a^ to the ordinance

respecting militia. Since Burgoyne's arrival, the number of militia

called out being insufficient, encouragement was given to volunteers.

St. Luc LaCorne, Lanaudicre and others assembled about 170 and joined

the Western Indians under Campbell ; those from the interior of the

Province are led by Fraser. The supply of horses to Burgoyne; the

corvee of 500 men for him gone olf with a better grace than was ex-

pected. So soon as the transport is finished the immber shall be
increased. He will do everything possible to assist Burgoyne. These
services are a burden on the people ; explains the cause of the difficul-

ties in the way of restoring the old usages, especially as he had been
deprived of support by the appointment of an inferior officer to the
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July 11,

Skenes-
hxjrough.

July 11,

Skenes-
Iwrough.

July 12,

Carrying
Place, Lake
George.

July 13,

• Quebec.

July 15,

Quebec.

July 2'),

Whitehall.

command of this army. Desertions among the armed force ; two men
for each deserter ordered from the respective parishes. Encloses the

opinion of the new Attorney General as to the legal proceedings in such
cases. In 1775, he asked for no lawyer's opinion, but, having full confi-

dence in the judgment of the Ministers then, he took the steps that

wei'e necessary without waiting for orders. The changed condition of

affairs. Page 333
Enclosed. Opinion of Attorney General Monk, respecting the power

to deal with deserters from the militia. 338
Burgojnie to Germain. Account of his proceedings from the 30th

June in the form of a journal. (This letter is in Burgoyne's " State of

the Expedition," 1780). 345
List of the killed and wounded of the troops under the command of

Burgoyne, from the 2nd to the 8th of July. 361-362
Return of the ordnance, shot and shells, &g., taken at Ticonderoga

and Mount Independence, 6th July. 364
Return of ordnance taken and destroj^ed in the five armed vessels at

Skenesborough, 6th July. 366
Return of provisions taken. 368
Burgoyne to Germain (priva'.e). (Printed in the "State of the

Expedition.") 369

Major Williams to th^ same. Sends returns of ordnance, &c., and a
part of his joui-nal, by which it would be seen he was hurrying to Lake
George. Congratulations on recent success, the more so as he looked on
the expedition to Canada to be of His Lordship's planning. Hopes the

water service is over ; the great fatigue it occasioned. The immense
labour the rebels have gone through since last fall. The quantity of
8toi-es destroyed ; the gunpowder so placed on Mount Independence as

to prevent approach, owing to the constant explosions of the barrels

containing it. 375
Journal from 1st January to 12th July. 377
Return of oidnance, &c., found at Ticonderoga and Mount Independ-

ence. 386
Carleton to Germain (No. 30). xlrrival of the rest of the Hanau

Chasseurs, who have gone to join St. Leger. His Lordship being in

immediate correspondence with Burgoyne, there is no need to trouble

him with particulars of intelligeuce that the rebels had abandoned
Ticonderoga. 340
Same to the same (No. 31). Sends copies of lettere from the upper

country. 341
(These are calendared at their respective dates).

Gei-main to Carleton (No. 17). His dispatches received; the ordinances,

&c., were sent to the Lords of Trade, who have considered them and
made their report. In reference to the application of Mr. St. Ours, that

his son should succeed him in the Legislative Council, the Lords of

Trade report that although sorry to encourage expectations in the

members of the Council that their sons would succeed them, as that

would be to perpetuate the office in particular families, yet from his

(Carleton's) recommendation and from the respectable situation and
character of the family of St. Ours, Mr. Roque St. Ours has been recom-
mended to succeed his father. Explains the reascm for making the

judicial appointments complained of (p. 160). Will take the first

opportunity to recommend the two gentlemen named (Messrs. Grant
and Eraser) for some mark of His Majesty's favour. 180
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July 25,

Whitehall

July 30,

Fort Edward

Germain to Carleton (No. 18). In answer to the charge that he had been
actuated by personal ill-feeling in his course towards Carleton. (Printed

in full in report on Archives for 1885, Note D 2). Page 184
Burgoyne to Germain (private). Nothing has happened to change

his sentiments on the campaign. The policy of the enemy of driving

the people and cattle before them may retard but cannot finally impede
him. Its effect on the people is to drive them to escape and bring their

cattle to his camp. The numbers claiming protection. Has been unable to

communicate with Howe. St. Leger is at Deer Island. As he (Burgoyne)
may be named to succeed Carleton, begs in advance to decline the
appointment. The qualifications of Major-General Phillips. Prays for

leave to return during the Winter, if not placed on a separate command,
«fcc. . 390

1777.
April 15,

Detroit.

May 8,

Fort Gage.

Lt. General Burgoyne's Expedition and Surrender at Saratoga—
1777.

Q. 14.

Abbott, Superintendent of Vincennes, to Carleton. Has delayed
leaving for his post owing to Ihe weather. Is anxious to be at his post

to prevent the ma(»hination8 of the enemy and hinder succour to them
by the Mississippi ; has no troops, but believes he can secure the help
of the Indians. Asks for a garrisou and provider. Mr. Baby has asked
to be recommended to furnish provisions to the troops. Page 46

Rocheblave to Hamilton (?) (in French). Has sent word to Abbott
how his Catholic neighbours had tried to frustrate the measures adopted
to stop by means of the Indians, the ammunition that was being conveyed
by the rebels. His scheme to attack them by water leaving to the Indians

he took with him the plunder in the boats attacked. The discouragement
by means of reports spread by Bentley and by his practices upon a people
attached to Government, but too timid and open to impressions.

The evil effects of this. Has allowed Bentley to set out for Michilli-

makinak, where de Peyster can secure him, rather than to make an
abortive attempt here. The hostile course taken by the Spanish. His
dread of a deadly and expensive war in the back settlements of Canada.
Has sent for the Kikapoos of the Illinois to check the Spaniards, and
that he might give their chief a medal promised him. Thanks for letter

and for goods, &c. Hopes that fault will not be found with him for the
expense he has been obliged to incur. Asks him to examme Leblanc,
a sailor, going to Detroit, and to report to the General. Sends informa-
tion respecting Elliott, a spy for Morgan, who has been arrested at

Detroit. Asks his influence with the General to take an interest in the
fate of a reduced officer; his services, &c. 51

P. S.—Asks that Abbott be sent here (Fort Gage) so as to make ar-

rangements for the safety of the two departments, and to take charge
of the whole as in the time of Mr. Lord. If he (Rocheblave) can be
useful to him he will remain, if not, he shall go elsewhere. Has com-
manded here for three years, during which time he only sent three or
four people to gaol, now young men are sent there every day; the

difficulties arising from conflicting systems of law. Asks for employ-
ment on the Illinois River to watch the Indians, who have not given
admission to natural-born subjects. Believes no one will envy him.
Had given letters of administration to Cerr^ of the estate ofCastolon,
deceased. The greatest part had been sent off" already before the letter

(from Hamilton ?) reached. Cerr^ has been ordered to deliver the whole
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May 26,

Vincennes.

June 1,

Fort Gage.

June 16,

Detroit.

June 17,

Detroit.

to de Peyster. The same offers made to the Eenards as to the
Kikapoos, &c. Page 56

Declaration (in French) by Cerr^ that when at the Peorias on the
Illinois, he was told by one Mayet that he had heard the previous
winter of a message sent by Eocheblave to a Kikapoo chief, and that

the latter had handed it to Clear Sky (Temps Clair). That in an-

swer to this which was an invitation to bring his young men, Clear Sky
refused to come, as he had gone last Winter to the Spanish governor,
who told him of letters from the Bostonians, with proposals, &c., but
recommending neutrality on the part of the Indians. 59

Abbott to Carleton. Had arrived on the 19th. (The name of the place
is written St. Vincennes). The anarchy there, no person representing
His Majesty having taken possession, but the inhabitants gave him a
respectful reception. Description of the Wabash; the exorbitant de-

mands of the Indians, to which he had to yield for want of troops. Has
drawn for the expense and also in favour of Jean Baptiste Eacine dit

St. Marie, who acted as commandant. The services of Edgar the
bearer of this letter. Sends note from Eocheblave, respecting the in-

tentions of the Spaniards. Eecommends Earasey. No proper deeds
for the lands occupied ; asks for orders. Wishes Edgar to be appointed
Commissary of Indian Affairs. 48
Eocheblave to Hamilton (?) (in French). The bateaux have arrived

from New Orleans where they were delayed for want of powder, occa-

sioned by its being carried off by the colonists. It is true that the former
governor had loaded a vessel with powder for the Colonies, but His
Majesty's ships had seized it. There is every appearance of a foreign
war. Has here Delawares and other Indians (named). The last three
are always hostile, and the Spaniards had sent them speeches. The
Delaware war chief goes to see him (Hamilton). That tribe seems
friendly and has promised to prevent the passage of the colonists, should
they make any attempt on the country. The cannon wanted will be
sent off to-morrow; he offers to be at all times useful. It is desirable

that he (Hamilton) should come here to see what is wanted. &c. About
60 Fiench vessels expected, with the disbanded officers ; the Spaniards
piopose to increase their defences. 64
Hamilton to Carleton. Acknowledges receipt of letters. His last let-

ter was dated 10th May. This is in the form of a journal, chiefly relat-

ing to the Indians. 25
The isame to Germain. Arrival of express with dispatches. An

Indian council to assembly to-day (tribes named) to whom he would pre-

sent the war axe. Would to God that the storm about to fall on the
frontiers, would strike the guilty and pass by the many who must feel

it. Will do all in his power to spread alarm and facilitate the escape
of the loyal. Sends extract of a letter from Eocheblave to Abbott (p.

151). The effect of the intrigues of the rebels on the Indians may prevent
Eocheblave from carrj'ing out his designs. Eebels have sent down the
Ohio to the Spaniards for powder. Had desired Eocheblave to obtain

the assistance of the Kikapoos in this matter. Bentley selling ammu-
nition to the rebels, but he proposes coming to Detroit with furs. Had
determined to seize him and had written to Michillimakinak to the same
effect. 2.3rd June. An intelligent Indian speaking English and several In-

dian languages, has been engaged o go to New York and the southward to

inform the Commander-in Chief and Generals that various Indian tribes

(named), have taken up the war-axe. He expects to arrive in 28 days and
has no token by which the enemy can obtain information, but will give
ample proofs of his being authorized by him (Hamilton). His name is

Montour. He has been given the commission of Captain, the same rank
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June 26,

Detroit.

July 3,

Detroit.

his father held during the last war. Sterlings papers seized and he sent

to Quebec for trial ; he is Bentley's correspondent. Some others have
been seized ; heads of accusation and deposition are sent to Quebec.
Hopes to make a proper use of his power to raise men in this settlement;

sends list of persons to command them ; sends to Carleton his reasons for

recommending them. Would select a light company from the militia to

act with the Indians. Has ordered a dispatch boat and shall consultthe
chiefs as to carrying on the fetite guerre. Will send belts and a hatchet
to the nations of the Wabash as far as the Illinois. Chiefs of the nations

sent to Niagara to show the Six Nations tbat they have taken up the
axe. Shall send the minutes of the Indian council. No violence or theft

committed b}* the Indians during their assembly. The need of a clerk

and council room. The state of the fortifications puts them beyond the
power of the Virginians ; their plans diverted by waspish attacks on
their frontiers. The cost of the force ; he shall not be timid in i-espectto

expenses, in carrying out the trust reposed in him. He expects to raise a
useful body of chasseurs,officered by young men ofthe best French families;

how they are to be armed. The intrigues of the Spaniards ; oifers his

services to expel them. Would encourage Rocheblave in the hope of
being Governor of Nevr Orleans ; his character. Is persuaded of
Carleton's help, bnt has sent information direct to His Lordship to save
time. Meeting of Ottawas ; he has directed them to continue to receive
presents from the Spaniards and some written token of their designs. By
a letter from Abbott, he learns they are reinforcing the garrison at New
Orleans ; reduced French oflScers have had offers of being taken into

their pay. Asks that pay for the troops at Detroit be sent in silver.

Respecting Bentley and Sterling. The arrest of the latter has made
some people alter their tone. Differences with Mompesson respecting
their respective powers. 30th June. A letter from Michillimakinak
gives information of intercourse between the Spaniards and Ottawas.
Sends plan of the situation of the upper Spanish posts, and the copy of a
scheme he proposes. White Eyes is not a friend. On the 3rd July, 47
chiefs and warriors are proceeding to Niagara next day and 81 have
agreed to go on scouting expeditions on the frontier. Page 74
Plan referred to in letter from Lake Michigan to the forks of the

Mississippi. 93
Heads of a scheme against New Orleans and the Spanish settlements

on the Mississippi, submitted by Hamilton to Carleton. 30
Hamilton to Carleton. M. Viviat, the bearer, can give information of

the designs of the Spaniards on the Mississippi. Rocheblave's opinion
in letter sent is daily confirmed. Captain de Peyster reports that a belt

sent by the Ottawas, requesting assistance for the rebels, with one from
the Spanish commandant, has been stopped by traders. The steps he
has taken to secure information; has communicated with Celoron,
Viviat and Baubin. A letter from Abbott would have been sent by
Baby but he has been kept to act as interpreter. De Celoron appointed
to act at Ouiatonon ; Baubin to be interpi-eter at the Miamis, the inter-

preters, he believes, having kept up a bad spirit among the Indians.
Proper people here appointed to be officers of militia. Sends provision
return and plan of the upper country (p. 37). Powder in store ; a public
table kept for people employed. Advice boat built. Good will shown
at the Indian council. Arrangements for Indian expeditions. 2ild July.

A Pottowatamie chief stabbed by one of the tribe, which may delay the
scout. 3rd July. Recommends Ensign Caldwell going to Niagara.
The rebels undermining the loyalty of the people here. His distance

causes him to act as seems best in the absence of orders. 39
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July 7,

Fort Gage.

July 9,

Vincennes.

July 12,

Vincennes.

July 14,

Detroit.

July 27,

Detroit.

July 28,

Ontario.

Endorsed. " List of persons well disposed to His Majesty's Government
living on the frontiers of Virginia, with remarks, returned by Lieut.-

Governor Hamilton." (The title is misleading. In the list are "'White

Eyes," a Delaware chief, described as " a notorious assistant in the rebel

councils ;
" Kayashorta, a Mingoe chief, " strong in the rebel interest;

"

John Montour, etc.) Page 44
Eocheblave to Abbott (in Fj-ench). Eeport by people from New

Orleans of an attack by Spaniaj-ds on British vessels, so that hostilities

are begun, and it only remains to know what action is to be taken.

Desires to know if he should attack or defend, pointing out the results of

each. 69

Abbott to Carleton. Had written on the 27th ult. ; the constant crowd
of Indians prevents him from writing in detail. Had raised a guard of

militia. The Indians tiying to stir up hostility, he is trying to stockade

the place ; Eocheblave is sending cannon from the Illinois. The place

formerl}^ governed from New Orleans. Where are the titles of the pro-

perties ? Whal course is he to take respecting them? His cordial

reception; the people have promised to stand by him. The manoeuvres
of the Spaniards as shown in Eocheblave's letter ; a rupture with them
indicated ; he (Carleton) can judge what force is necessary, this being

the key to Canada from that side. The new Spanish Governor has

published an amnesty to all deserters who return to their duty. Sends
this by Dequindre. 61

The same to the same. Sends letter from Eocheblave. Should the

rebels or Spaniards come here, he is sure of being warned by the Dela-

wares. Eecommends Bolon, who commands the militia. 68

Hamilton to Germain. Arrival of a person from the Illinois with 150
head of cattle from Detroit, who reports that a Fi-ench officer had visited

Kaskaskias and said that besides his Croix de St, Louis he also held a

Spanish commission. The Spanish commander had assembled the Indians

;

he would, he said, have something interesting to tell them when the

maize grew to 18 inches high. Encloses minutes of Indian Council. 94
Minutes. List of those present, including village chiefs and war

chiefs of the different nations (named) together with the interpreters,

ko,. (The speeches begin at page 98). 96
Hamilton to Germain. Sends copy of Eocheblave's letter to Abbott

(p. 69), Has not ventured to advise Eocheblave, but has written Carle-

ton on the subject, suggesting that volunteers and Indians might be sent

by way of St, Joseph's. Note of Indians gone to war to this post, to the
number of 319. It is reported that the Miamis are preparing to set out.

Chiefs who have gone to Niagara have proceeded with the Six Nations
to Oswego. Pai-ties of them are forming daily. 71

Butler to Carleton. Had left Niagara on the 13th after the arrival of

some Indians (named). Sehecas, with their women and children, were to

meet him at Yrondequat, to receive clothes, &c., and provisions to

support their women and children during the absence of their husbands
who had accepted the hatchet. Sent 150 Indians to St. Leger for an
alert against Fort Stanwix. Arrived here on the 25th where he found
Joseph (Brant) with a large party. Another party had been stopped at

the Three Eivers by Claus; the total number of Indians collected is not

much short of 1,000. Scarcity of arms ; Claus had distributed presents

he (Butler) had prepared ; the disappointment this may cause. Had
drawn on Bolton for Indian expenses for £4,011 16s. 9d., which he
hopes will be paid. Ilis economy and the necessity of retaining the

Indians, who receive tempting offers from the other side. The wavering
state of the Six Nations when he arrived at Niagara ; his success in

conjunction with Caldwell and Lernoult in securing their adhesion. 145
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July 30,

Fort Edward.

August 5,

Ohio County.

August 8,

Quebec.

August 11,

(Quebec.

August 11,

Before Fort
Stanwix.

August 13,

Quebec.

Burgoyne to Germain. The continued retreat of the enemy had
prevented any material action, but the bai-e date of a letter from
Hudson Eiver is matter of intelligence not to be deferred; the march
was effected without loss of life, a few Indians and Provincials were
wounded. The loss of the enemy in killed and wounded, about 300 men.
The toil of the maich ; the roads to be cleared of trees felled across

;

about 40 bridges to be built. The alternative route by watery its disad-

vantages; the good effects of the forward movement on the Hudson
River, which caused the garrison to abandon Fort George and burn the
vessels, leaving the lake fi-ee, so that the King's troops have been able

to pass. The forward stale of the stores. The enemy making a stand
at Saratoga. Page 15

David Shepherd to Abraham Hite. Peporls received from General
Hand that a large body of Indums and Canadians are making for the
settlements and expected to attack Fort Pitt. The country is in great
distress; asks for help. There was a small affair on Fi-iday, between six

of their (American) scouts and five Indians, of whom the scouts killed

and scalped one, the lest escaped. 227
On the letter the following notes are endorsed: "The above letter

was found in the pocket of the messenger who was killed by a scouting
pai-ty of Ilurons which brought in three scalps. Messrs. Chabert, two
young gentlemen, accompanied the Indians on this scout across the river

Ohio." " General Hand is the officer at present commanding at Fort Pitt,

and was formerly ensign and surgeon's mate in the 18th (Royal Irish)

Foot."

Carleton to Germain. That he is unable-to grant letters of marque and
reprisal against the rebellious Colonies, and encloses the opinion of the
Attorney-Genei-al, and a proclamation permitting the free ex])ortation of
flour and biscuits, to certain parts. Caldwell demands his pa}^ as a legis-

lative councillor from the date of his mandamus. Asks instructions

thereupon. 7
Proclamation withdrawing the prohibition to export floui-, &c. 10
Case and opinion of the Attoi-ney General respecting the power to

issue letters of marque. 12-14
Carleton to Germain. Had been obliged to refuse Eurgoyne's re-

quest for a garrison for Ticonderoga, owing to His Lordship's orders,

which had taken the conduct of the war entirely out of his hands. The
evils caused by His Lordship's arrangements. Hopes he may try to

correct them after his (Carlelon's) i-emoval. But taking advantage of
a clause in the letter of the Secretary of War, he shall send the addi-

tional companies now in the Province, to join their regiments under
Burgoyne's command. Sends extract of Burgoyne's letter and copy of
answer, with several letters from Lieutenant Governor Hamilton. 18

Enclosed. Bui-go3'ne to Carleton. Skenesborough, 11th July, for a
garrison for Ticonderoga. (Printed in "State of the Expedition." Ap-
pendix, p. xlii.) 20

Carleton's answer, dated 19th July, refusing a garrison for reasons
given. 22

St. Legcr to Bui-gojMie (extract). Haci nivested Fort Stanwix on the
3rd. Heard on the 5th that a body of 1,000 militia was on the march to

raise the siege. Its defeat and total rout. The only obstacle now to his

joining Burgoyne will be a i-einforcement of regular troops (Continentals).
An expedition towards the Mohawk will help his junction with either

of the grand armies. 223
Carleton to Germain. Transmits letter from Abbott, with intelligence

from Rocheblave, who has been emj^loyed to watch the Spaniards. His
abilities and knowledge of that part of the country suggested his being
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employed. Letters from Hamilton also enclosed ; but has not detained
the vessels to send copies of a voluminous packet received from Hamilton
at the same time. Page 6Q

(The letters from Hamilton are calendared at the respective dates).
August 15, Butler to Carleton. Account of the attack and defeat of the rebels at

Fort^Stanwix. Orisco, with the loss of 500 killed, wounded and taken. (The details are
given). Reported capture of his son, which he does not believe. 153

August 16, Breymann's account of an affair which happened near Walloon Creek.
Walloon
Creek.

August 20,

(Enclosed in Burgoyne's letter to Crermain of 28th August.) 201

August 20,

Camp near
Saratoga.

August 27,

Oswego.

August 27,

Oswego.

Augvist 28,

Camp near
Jones' Farm.

August 28,

Oswego.

September 5,

Detroit.

September 9,

Niagara.

Burgoyne to Germain (private). His feeling respecting the sinister

events he has had to communicate. Justifies his course at Saincoik^ &c.
(This letter is published in the " State of the Expedition," Appendix, p,
xxiv, with a few verbal changes). 116
The same to the same. Sends account of the proceedings of the army,

&c., from the 30th of July, (Printed in the "State of the Expedition,"
Appendix, p. xxi). 215

St. Leger to Carleton. Account of occurrences at Fort Stanwix,
beginning :

" A minute detail of every operation since leaving Lachine."
(Printed in "State of the Expedition," Appendix, p. xliii). 135
The same to the same. The erroneous accounts respecting Fort

Stanwix, which was found to be a respectable fort, garrisoned with 700
men, and demanding a train of artillery for its" subjection. Its descrip-
tion. The effect of reports of the poor character of the force, which
M^as believed to consist of 500 or 600 undisciplined Tories under Johnson,
led him (St. Leger) to assume the title of Brigadier General, which has
discouraged the rebels and encouraged the Indians. Asks leave to retain
the title till he joins Burgoyne. Since writing the Hessians have arrived
with 50 men sick. 132

Riedesel to Germain (in French). His zeal for the King's service.
The rapid success at Ticonderoga, Skenesborough, &c., the delay from
want of carriage. The unfortunate result of the expedition to Pennin-
ton. Sends cop}^ of the instructions to Baum. 196

Instructions referred to, signed by Burgoyne and dated 7th
August. 198
A copy of the instructions by Burgoyne to Baum (in English) is in

the " State of the Expedition," Appendix, p. xxxiv., of which this gives
the general scope.

Enclosed in Eiedesel's letter is an account of the proceedings of Baum's
detachment from the 9th to the 16th August. 206

Returns of the loss of German troops on the 16th August under Brey-
mann. 212
The same under Baum. 214
Claus to Carleton. Apologises for his silence. The fidelity of the

Indian nations; is convinced that the Six Nations and Confederates will
remain faithful to the end ; their late success in Tryon County and desire
for vengeance will, no doubt, edge them on. • 151
Hamilton to Germain. Congratulations on recent victories. There

are now 1,150 wan-iors on the frontiers. Return of a party from Fort
Stanwix with prisoners and scalps; they have behaved with great
humanity and given up all the priso:pers either to Butler or himself.
News of Spanish hostilities on the Mississippi confirmed. Seven Eng-
lish vessels seized and their crews made prisoners. The officers who
went with the Indians have acquitted themselves well. 225

Bolton to Foy. Now that the expedition lo Fort Stanwix is over,
asks for a reinforcement of artillery, the duty on the garrison being very
hard. There are now forty men on the sick list, and, before the last
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recruits arrived, only seventy-five fit for service. Schuyler's intrigues

among the Indians, he had asked the Six Nations to meet him at

the German Flats to renew the old friendship, and deliver up Butler.

It is possible that when the army leaves Ontario the good disposition of

the Indians may change. Germans have deserted. Wants inter-

preters. Page J 57
September 15, Germain to Burgoyne. His letter of 11th July received, with account
Whitehall. Qf f^g rebels being dislodged from Ticonderoga and Mount Independence.

The favourable opinion of his conduct. Would not enter into details,

but expresses the high opinion of him entertained by His Majesty, and
his approval of the behaviour of the other officers (named). Presumes
he will have Ticonderoga garrisoned from Canada ; shall be sorry should

he be obliged to alter his design. Believes he will not lose sight of the

grand point in view or that his progress would be either slackened or

retarded. Is confident that no obstacle can be opposed which will not

be easily surmounted. In a P. S. of 1st October, the receipt is acknow-
ledged of dispatch of 30th July, with the news of his arrival at Hudson's
River. Hopes to hear of every movement. 124

September 15, Beating Order to John Butler, appointed Major Commandant of a
Quebec. corps of rangers to serve with the Indians. 159

Instructions to Butler, of same date. 162
September 18, Powell to Carleton, Attack by the rebels on the post. On Mount
Ticonderoga. Independence the attack was weak, though continued ; it is impossible

to ascertain their numbei-s owing to the woods. Fears that they have
been successful at the Portage, Sugar Loaf Hill, &c., and that great part of
four companies of the 53rd have been taken prisoners. Communication
with Burgoyne shut up. Great pai't of the garrison very ill; has him-
self been confined for some days. 169

September 18, Captain Stark to the same. The rebels appeared here this morning;

^^ondero a ^^^Y ^ave taken Mount Hope and three companies of the 53rd ; is afraid

they have taken the few seamen and ci-aft left on Lake George. The
" Maria " and " Carleton," stationed for the defence of Mount Independ-
ence, must certainly fall into the hands of the rebels should the garrison
surrender. Should it be thought necessary to have the other vessels

manned for the defence of the lake, officers and seamen mustbe^ent ; the
vessels are in good repair, only their guns are landed. 171

September 19, Germain to Haldimand. Notifies his appointment to be Governor-in-
Whitehall. Chief of (Quebec and commander of the forces ; his instructions sent with

his commission. Owing to imperfect information, will defer giving
particular orders respecting the government of the Province. It is

unnecessary to urge him to use his best endeavours for the execution of
his trust. He is to embark at once in the " Hussar," 3

September 19, Powell to Carleton. Account of the attack from Sugar Loaf Hill. A
pendence soldier sent in who had been sworn not to serve against the Americans

;

he has been sent to St. John's. Neither the German nor St. Leger's
detachment arrived. Lieutenant England taken prisoner at the Portage

;

he has gone to Canada on his parole. At 5 p.m. Had received another
summons to surrender, this time from Warner, to whom he returned the
same answer as to Brown. Cannot ascertain the force of the enemy

;

learns by a deserter that at Sugar Loaf Hill there are about 800 who came
through the woods from Bennington. Has written to St. Leger to press
forward. 185

September 20, Carleton to Germain. Sends letter from St. Leger, with account of
Quebec. defeat of the rebels under Herkimer, by Sir John Johnson and Butler,

with copies of letters from Burgoyne, Claus and Butler. Johnson ex-
plains his reason for abandoning the siege of Fort Stanwix. Has been
in consequence obliged to send the detachment of the 8th to Niagara,

6a—
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although it had to be withdj-awn from St. Leger contrary to Burgoyiie's

orders, as otherwise that post would have been left too weak; encloses

letter from Bolton to that effect. Butler has come down with three chiefs

of the Five Nations, who declare their attachment, but ask that a post be
established at Oswego to protect them, oi- else that soldiers be stationed

at their villages. Butler recommends a body of rangers to serve with
the Indians; he has been furnished with power to do so, appointing him
Major, with orders to join Burgoyne. The fickleness of the domiciled

Indians , agreement with them so that Burgoyne may have large parties

of them with him. Although in hourly expectation of a successor, he
goes to St. John's to assist St. Leger s corps to join Bui-goyne, &c. Page 128

September 20, Haldimand to Germain. Respecting Indian presents. 5
London.

September 21, Carleton to the same. Sends return of arms received and issued since
Quebec. 1*774. Burgoyne has demanded 1,000 stand of arras, which were sent

him and has since asked that the number be made up to 1,500 for

Provincials. The last 500 it will be difficult to make up and none will

be left in the King's stores. The number necessary should be sent

oul. 164

Return referred to. 165
September 23, Powell to Carleton. Rebels continuing to harass the lines and to

Seni''^'' attack Ticonderuga. Arrival on the 2l8t of 100 Germans ; they will help

to man the lines. How an attack was pievented on the 22nd. The
rebels left the lines this morning and 450 of them went over Lake
George with gun boats and an armed vessel to attack Diamond Island

;

should they succeed they may probably return, and mount on Sugar
Loaf Hill some 12 pounders to be found at Diamond Island, which will

make the place difficult to hold unless St. Leger arrives before their

return, so that the hill can be taken possession of They have destroy-

ed four gun boats at this end of Lake Geqrge and two gun boats and
some bateaux lying about the bridge ; they have also killed and taken most
ofthe oxen and horses and destroyed the carts. It is reported that Lincoln

with 3,000 rebels were intended for an attack on the lines. 24th. The
rebels on the south-east have retired to Hubbertstown ; Indians have
gone after them. Returns sent. Men left sick have been sworn not to

serve against the Americans; what is to be done in such a case. The
zeal of the troops and merits of certain officers (named) with their

services. The attack on the blockhouse near the saw mill, which was
held till the enemy brought cannon. The necessity for a strong post at

the north end of Lake George ; the enemy will probably keep a strong

post at Skenes borough. The prisoners should be removed; the bad
effect of their being left here. Firing heard on Lake George. Has
heard nothing from Burgoyne; the report was that he was to be

attacked on the day of the attempt here. 174

Casualty return at the landing place at the north end of Lake George
on the 17th September and other jeturns. 180 to 183

September 24, Carleton to Germain. Had reported that he was on his way to St.

John's to forward St. Leger's corps. Had received on the way letters

from Powell left at Ticonderoga and from the naval commander on
Lake Champlain, copies of which he sends. (These are calendared

under their respective dates). The present emergency has compelled
him to send out of the Province a battalion more than was intended by
His Lordship. Has sent the 3l8t to join St. Leger and placed ihe whole
under command of Brigadier Maclean, until Ticonderoga is relieved,

when he is to j-eturn with the corps to Canada, leaving St. Leger to

carry out what orders he maj' receive from Burgoyne. Hopes to have

a party of Indians to follow the brigade, already on its way. 167

St. John's.
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September 24,

Quebec.

September 27,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

September 28.

St. John's.

September 29,

St. John's.

September 29,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

September 30,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

September 30,

Ticonderoga.

October 1,

St. John's.

October 1,

St. John's.

October 2,

Quebec.

October 2,

Mount Inde-
I)endence.

October 3,

St. John's.

October 4,

Quebec.

Deposition (in French) against Louis Giroux, tanner, St. John's sub-

urb, and his wife, for seditious language and behaviour. Page 232
Powell to Carleton. Sends account of the attack on Diamond Island

by the rebels and their repulse. Is afraid a letter from Burgoyne has
been intercepted and that St. Leger's detachment cannot reach Bur-
goyne from want of carts and horses. 188

Carleton to Germain, Sends letter from Powell, with returns
of the loss at Ticonderoga caused by the rebels ; it is reported that

there has been a considerable loss in artificers and men on corvde. Is

unable to account for the negligence shown. 173
The same to the same. Sends copies of letters from Powell. 184

Powell to Carleton. Had been authorized by Burgoyne to detain the
detachments from the 8th and 34th ; if he does the garrison will then
be in the same state as before part of the 53rd was taken prisoners. Bur-
goyne wishes St. Leger's detachments to join him ; this will leave the
garrison in a critical state, unless the 31st is allowed to remain. His
illness prevents him entering into details. 279
The same to the same. Maclean will embark to-morrow, for Canada,

with a detachment of artillery and 3l8t Eegiment ; he will give full in-

formation ; should St. Leger's detachment join Burgoyne, it will reduce
the garrison to a very disagreeable situation. 281

Brigadier Maclean to the same. Airival of express from Burgoyne
reporting an action on the 19th ; Phillips reports verbally that the action
lasted from noon till dark, that only three British regiments could be
brought into action, whose loss was about 150 killed, 350 wounded, 9

officers killed. The field was gained only after dark. Arnold com-
manded, the rebels retired to camp half a mile from the field of battle. Bur-
goyne's letter is short and urges that St. Legei* be pressed forward. The
want of carriage and the shocking situation of the Quartermaster
General's Department make it impossible he should go for some days,

and Powell will not let him go till he shall hear again from Burgoyne.
He (Maclean) cannot think of remaining in this state of uncertainty

;

had Powell pushed St. Leger forward after the defeat of the rebels, it

might have been a favourable opportunity to get to Burgoyne. Want
of carts, harnesses, bateaux, &e. 192

General return of the army. 330
Returns of ordnance, &c. 332-335
Returns of ordnance, &c., at Montreal, Chambly and St. John's, dated

Montreal, 27th October. 347
Carleton to Germain. Sends letter from Brigadier Maclean. 191

• Cramah^ to the same. Sends letters from Carleton, now at St. John's,

with enclosures. 194
Powell to Carleton. Had received an express from Burgoyne to keep

the force with him, so that he could maintain himself till winter with-
out troubling him (Carleton). Burgoyne desires him to apply to

Carleton for what the garrison may require; hopes that the requisitions

will be supplied soon. Provisions to be sent to Diamond Island.

Phillips has ordered bateaux to be collected for Lake George, so that
none can be sent to St. John's. 282

Instructions to Captain Samuel Greaves, appointed to command all

His Majesty's vessels upon Lakes Champlain and George. 284
Cramahd to Germain. Sends dispatches from Carleton. 229

October 4,

Quebec.
The same to Knox,

private business.

6a—1^

That Cuthbert has had leave to cross this fall on
195
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October 5,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

October 5,

Quebec.

October 6,

Quebec.

October 6,

Quebec.

October 8,

Quebec.

October 9,

Quebec.

October 10,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

October 11,

Mount Inde-
I^endence.

October 12,

Quebec.

October 13,

Quebec.

Powell to Carleton, Sends list of the casualties among the artificers on
the 18th September, in addition to return already sent. The sickneSs
among the artificers ; unless assistance is sent the work cannot go on.

Eespecting the Canadians on corvee ; cannot tell the casualties, Dam-
bourg^s being taken prisoner and no one left in charge of them ; they
had deserted by dozens. At present there are only 10 here on corvee.

None of the Canadians have been ill-used, except that some have been
kept beyond their time, to the detriment of the service; if dismissed as

promised, they would woi-k with cheerfulness and there would be less

desertion; 300 men are required by the engineer, without which the
work cannot go on ; care will be taken to send them back when their

time expires. It will be impossible to send any artillerymen to

Canada; there are not enough to man the batteries. Does not know
what Starke intended, but he (Powell) had no idea of capitulating.

Error in the returns of prisoners taken, owing to sick in hospitals

having been included. Page 288
Eeturn of prisoners taken by the rebels. 292
Eeturn of artificers killed or taken prisoners. 293
(Both returns relate to the 18th September.)
Chief Justice Livius to Cramah^. Demands that Giroux and his wife,

sent to prison for disaffection, &c., be brought before him and states at

some length his own position and duties and the law on such cases. 233
Cramah^ to Livius. Enclosing deposition (p. 232) against Giroux and

wife, as pi'oof that the arrest was not made without cause. 238
'Declaration on oath of Miles Prentice, Provost Marshal, respecting the

course of Livius, in the case of Giroux and wife. 240
Livius to Cramahd. That the distance he (Cramah^) had maintained

would prevent him (Livius) from visiting him. His illegal acts de-

nounced, and the recognition ofthe position of the chiefjustice demanded.
That the Provost Marshal must also apologise for declining to recognise
the verbal orders of the chief justice, &c. 243
Copy of his letter to Carleton complaining of Cramah^'s course in the

case of Giroux, enclosed. 247
Livius to Carleton. Further respecting the Giroux case, and com-

plaining again of Cramah^. 251
The same to Cramah^. Complains that his letters are not answered,

and sends copies of what he has written to the General respecting
arrests. 253

Powell to Carleton. The account of the engagement sent by Maclean
was no doubt true. A letter from Washington is in the rebel papers
giving an account of an action in which he had been defeated. Mr.
Jones, who brought the report did not recollect the details. Johnson
has offered to join Burgoyne through the woods, but wishes to delay till

Claus arrives. Reports that Lord Stirling had been defeated in the
Jerseys with the loss of 7,000 men ; the report is not confirmed. 294
The same to the same. Reports that Burgoyne is retreating. The

retreat will be difficult. He has already lost eight pieces of cannon, and
it is feared will lose all his baggage. Names of some of the officers

killed, wounded and prisoners. Reported that the garrison is to be
attacked by 9,000 rebels. Should Burgoyne not effect a retreat, the con-
sequences may be fatal to it. 297

List of prisoners in the Prevotd, for political offences. There are
seven in all. The return is signed by Cramah^. 255
Cramah^ to Carleton. Giving details respecting his dealings with

persons accused of sedition, and of the position taken up by Livius, in

respect to his rights and powers as Chief Justice. 257
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October 14,

Quebec.

October 15,

Quebec.

October 15,

Quebec

October K!,

Mount Inde-
Ijendence.

October 10,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

October 16,

Quebec.

Carleton to Germain. Before leaving St. John's, had left orders con-
cerning the fleet on Lake Champlain. Had received various letters

(specified), on his way to Quebec. Encloses letters and documents res-

pecting certain legal matters in Quebec. Page 230
The same to the same. States the difficulties that had arisen respect-

ing judicial appointments, in consequence of the clause in the Quebec
Act, vacating all commissions, as a consequence of the complaints of the
•offices being sold by the patentees to the highest bidder. He had
retained and reappointed all the officers, except those who did not
attend to their duty, and appointed Mr. Eouville and Mr. Panet to the
bench at Montreal and Quebec respectively. That two judges at
Montreal have been thrust out by Livius and Owen. Comments on the
cases of Grant and Fraser, thus treated. " 'Tis unfortunate that Your
Lordship should find it necessary for the King's service, to send over a

person to administer justice to the people, when he understands neither
their laws, manners, customs, nor their language, and that he must turn
out of his place a gentleman who has held it with reputation for many
years, well allied in the province, and who had suffered considerably for

his attachment to his duty both as a magistrate and loyal subject." 304
List of persons appointed to offices in Quebec transmitted in Lord

Dartmouth's letter of 15.th April, 1775. 269
Powell to Carleton. Since writing on the 10th, has not heard from

-Burgoyne ; is afraid all bis expresses have been taken. Eeport by Cap-
tain Anderson of Sir John Johnson's company, j-especting Burgoyne's

Eosition on the 10th. An Indian who left on the 13th repoi-ted that

urgoyne was surrounded, and as the firing had ceased, took it for

granted that Burgoyne was capitulating. Presumes the rebels will be
here in force ; suggests that he should receive orders to abandon the post.

It will be difficult to bring off the garrison at Diamond Island. 299
The same to Maclean. Has not heard from Burgoyne. Fears the

foi't must give way. 309

Carleton to Germain. The duties of his (Germain's) office to repri-

mand those servants of the Crown who do not render ample service, but
on the other hand i-easons should be given for censure and proof of the
charge of negligence of not sending troops to Albany last fall, which
was morally impossible. He had made no complaint of want of troops,

but how could ihey pass the Lake on the way to Albany, when no naval
preparations had been made, and even the flat boats intended for use in

the river had been ordered to be left behind, although Pringle had been
directed to urge in London those naval preparations; had 30,000 men
been sent into Canada without these preparations, the campaign must
have ended at St. John's. Even had he (Carleton) been silent on ihat

head. His Lordship well knew there were lakes and waters to cross

before he could penetrate to Albany, and that the rebels had a force on
them ; the importance of being masters of Lake Champlain, which
the rebels did not neglect. It was for His Lordship to be satisfied with
the proposals sent or to decide on such otheis as would relieve Howe
from the Canadian side, and as His Lordship was convinced that the
army abounded with men better qualified than the Chief Governor and
Commander-in-Chief, it was his duty to remove him and not, whilst leav-

ing him with these high commissions, to make him the object, in the
most public manner, of the strongest disapprobation. Hefers to the
practice of sacrificing the State to private interests ; as His Lordship
was a stranger to his (Carleton's) character, he should not have left him
to indulge his private discontent to the detriment of the public service.

He had not complained of the want of a sufficient force, but he had
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October 16,

October 18,

Montreal.

October 18,

Montreal.

October 19,

Whitehall.

October 19,

Quebec.

October 19,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 20,

Albany.

October 20,

Albany.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 26,

Quebec.

October 31,

Minuit Inde-
Ijenclence.

October (?),

Niagara.

November 1,

Chimney
Point.

complained of the civil and military arrangements, and of the system of
politics His Lordship had followed, of which details are given. Offers

his opinion that gentlemen in command should be allowed to follow the

dictates of their own sense and judgment, as being on the spot they can
see what is most expedient to be done. If not qualified they should be
recalled. Page 2Y0
Major Gray to Maclean. Reports make it probable that Burgoyne is

capitulating. Powell's defence of Mount Independence, which ought to

have been burned when he (Maclean) was there. 306
Maclean to Cavleton, The express (Jones) who left Burgoyne on the

10th says he has not the smallest chance of getting off; he (Jones)
nai-rowly escaped the rebels on Lake Champlain; they have possession

of bateaux picked up on the shore and it is reported will attack Ticon-

deroga. 304
The same to the same. Sends Powell's letter, &c. 308

Germain to the same. The King has consented to his return, and
appointed Haldimand his successor, to whom all necessary instructions

shall be given. He leaves in the " Hussar," which will take him (Carleton)

and his family on his return. 1

Order by Carleton to Maclean to take post at Chimney Point, near
Crown Point, to keep up the communication with Ticonderoga. 310
Powell to Cai'leton. Report brought by a deserter that Burgoyne was

to surrender on the 16th ; the British troops to go to Boston to embark,
the Gei-man troops to go to their own country and the volunteers and
Canadians to go to Canada. Mclvay vouches for the man's character.

McKay has arrived with 100 volunteers and Canadians; other small

parties have since come in. Vessels (named) to go to St, John's with
invalids, &c. 312

Carleton to Powell. Declines to send orders for i-easons given. 302

Burgoyne to Germain. Letter respecting his surrender, with accom-
panying documents. (Printed in the *' State of the Expedition." Appendix
pp. xlvii to Ix). 358 to 398
The same to the same (private). (Printed in "State of the Expedi-

tion" where it is marked " (Private by Lord Petersham)." Appendix
p. liii). 428

Casualty returns. 432 to 437
Carleton to Germain. Encloses letters from Powell and Maclean, with

other documents. (These are calendared according to their dates). His
naval arrangements on Lake Champlain. 277
The same to the same. Sends letter from Powell (calendared at its

date, 19th October.) 311
The same to the same. Leave of absence given to Fi-aser, member of

the Council. 314
Powell to Carleton. As he had been left to his own judgment he had

called a council of Avar. Gives a summary of the reasons which led to

the resolution to abandon the post. 321
Pollard to Butler. The discontent of the Senecas at the withdrawal

of troops from Ontario and their inclination to join the rebels; the loyal

Chiefs desii'ous to see him (Butler). Report that Bui-goyne has been
defeated near Albany and that Howe is meeting with difficulties. The
Indians believe the reports, so that he (Butler) should be up speedily. 286

Maclean to Carleton. Arrived here on the 27th October. Powell
wrote for him to come to his assistance as he was to be attacked ; the

best leason why he (Maclean) should remain here, as the only way to

secure communication with Canada. Powell has concurred in this view.
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November 1,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

November 4,

Crown Point.

November 6,

Quebec.

November 11,

Quebec.

December 18,

Quebec Coffee
House,
London.

No date.

Is satisfied there are not 200 rebels collected in any one place nearer
than the south end of Lake George ; Yates has gone to oppose Clinton,

who was within 40 miles of Albany. Powell has resolved to abandon
Mount Independence and Ticonderoga, and to withdraw the garrison
and stores on Diamond Island. The Germans would not work; had
sent 150 men to assist in embarking the provisions, cannon and stores,

as he can defend his position with those left. Severe weather, sickness
and want of fuel, &c. Page 318

Powell to Carleton. Cannot tell the day he will leave the post ; the
detachment and stoies from Diamond Island not yet arrived ; it will be
difficult to bring everything with the craft here. Fj-om the great num-
ber of sick, the hospital stores will require the largest vessels. The
families banished by the rebels must be brought or left to starve; these,

with tiie immense quanlitj- of Burgoj^ne's baggage to be brought to

Canada, will distress him greatly. Hopes to be able to retire in seven
or eight days, 325
Weekly state of the garrison of Ticonderoga and ^ Mount Indepen-

dence. 357
Lutwidge to Carleton. Had arrived at Ticonderoga on the 1st and

sailed yesterday with all the vessels. How each vessel is employed
(giving details). A detachment of 30 seamen left to assist the embark-
ation of the garrison. Graves better after losing his left arm ;

the wound
was given by a drunken aoldier, and does not seem to have been inten-

tional. 327
Carleton to Germain, Officers retui-ned from Burgoyne's army con-

firm the news of the misfortune ; Powell intends to abandon his post and
return to Canada. Sends copies of letters. All troops which, by the
convention, cannot serve here shall be sent to Europe if they return
before navigation closes. Sends returns with Foy, who will give such
other information as may be wanted. Has looked with impatience for

the arrival of his successor, but at this advanced season has the mortifi-

cation to think that there is little hope of seeing him before Spring,
though he (Carleton) has long been disqualified from iserving on this

continent in either civil or military capacity, and has been held up as

an object of His Lordship's censure; all he can do is to prevent cabals,
" lest this country should produce, what may be found in all others,

characters regardless of the public tranquillity but zealous to pay their

court to a powerful Minister and, provided they can flatter themselves
with a pi-ospect of obtaining, by his protection, advantages under the
Crown, are unconcerned should the means of obtaining them prove ruin-

ous to the King's service," 315
The same to the same. Sends minutes of the Legislative Council,

with copies of papers. Sends also a map prepared by a North-West
trader. 399
Documents enclosed, relating to a dispute between Livius, Chief

Justice, and members of the Legislative Council, with regard to the
powers of the Court of Appeal. 401
The merchants of London, trading to Quebec, ask for an audience from

His Majesty respecting their trade. 438

Burgoyne to Carleton. (The letter was received at Onondaga Falls

on the 25th August). Had written of his success at Ticonderoga. The
difficulties of getting forward, owing to the state of the roads from rain;

failure to obtain a supply of cattle. The courses open to him (Carleton) :

1. To force the place with his artillery. 2. If not, whether he can
remain before it, without risk of his retreat being cut off. 3, If he can
re-embark and join him (Burgoyne) with his troops by the route
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No date.

through the woods to Fort George. Till he can eifect the second, or

otherwise keep footing in the country till he (Burgoyne) gets possession

of the mouth of the Mohawk, it might be a good measure to leave the

garrison and to join him (Burgoyne) by forced marches, but this must
depend upon the good affections of Johnson's country. Page 149

Petition of the merchants concerned in the fisheries on the coast of

Labrador. (Marked as received on the 3rd of July, 1778). 439

1776.

August 4,

Quebec.

1777.
August 3,

Vineennes.

September 26,

Vineennes.

November 8,

Mount Inde-
pendence.

November 16,

Vineennes.

December 14,

Niagara.

December 27,

Philadelphia.

December (?).

1778.

January 22,

Fort Gage.

January 28,

Niagara.

January 30,

Vineennes.

February 2,

Niagara.

February 6,

London.

February 28,

Fort Gage.

Governor Haldimand—1778.

Q. 15.

Order that no terms are to be held with the rebels. (See B. 83, p. 30.)

Pasre 360

Abbott to Carleton (Extract). Explaining the reason for the expendi-

ture on Indians. Spanish operations. 96

Same to same (extract). Eeported attacks by rebels. De Celoron
to present the hatchet to the Indians of the River. 98
Powell to Germain. Burgoyne's convention. His (Powell's) course

since. Account of Burgoyne's movements previous to the capitulation.

In view of the unfavourable reports, had wiitten Carleton for orders,

butGarleton declined (20th October) to give any. Council held in conse-

quence, and resolutions come to that the forts should be evacuated, &c. 198

Copy of Carleton's answer. 201
Minutes of the Council of War. 203
Abbott to Carleton. Spaniards have sent belts to Indians. 99

John Butler to the same. His proceedings. (See B. 105). 116

Pat. Sinclair to that he must proceed to his post in Spring
by way of the St. Lawrence. Had been able to save a ship and 100
recruits from a rebel privateer. 6

Hamilton to Carleton (extracts). The state of Fort Pitt; alarm in the
Ohio. Morgan (Indian agent for Congress), a prisoner at Fort Pitt

has been released. Cornstalk (aShawanese chief) and some of his followers

put to death. Disbanded soldiers settled in the country persecuted for

their loyalty. Has informed Lernoult of his ideas about attacking Fort
Pitt. 100
Rocheblave to Germain (?) (in French). Captain Lord re-called on

account of the troubles ; he had left him (Rocheblave) in charge of the
Indians. Has felt the necessity of moderation in expenses, and is

astonished that those incurred for six months have been disallowed. 193
Butler to F. LeMaistre. Preparations to meet hostile movements.

(See B. 105). 120
Address (in French) by the inhabitants to Abbott on his leaving

Vineennes. 207
Butler to Carleton. Details of negotiations with Indians, &c. (See

B. 105). 123
The report of the Council held with the Indians (this report is not

with the letters in B. 105). 130
Foy to Knox, with memorandum of a plan for a Canadian corps, 1

How a Canadian corps should be raised. 2

Rocheblave to Germain (?) (in French). The withdi-awal of troops
to save the lower country. This part of the country will become the
centre of communication between the Colonists and Spaniards; how it

can be saved. 196
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March 14,

C2uebec.

April 3,

Detroit.

Aprils.

April 10,

Niagara.

April 14,

London.

April 15,

Whitehall.

April 15,

London.

A pimhitehall.

April 16,

Whitehall.

April IG,

Whitehall.

April 18
Whitehall.

April 22,

Whitehall.

April 25,

Detroit.

April 27,

Portsmouth.

May 4,

Quebec.

May 15,

Whitehall.

May 15,

Whitehall.

June 7,

Detroit.

Cavletori to Hamilton (extract). Can give no instructions regarding
Fort Pitt beyond Germaiii'.s orders. Will lay the plan before Haldimand
on his arrival. Page 105
Abbott to Germain. His reason for remaining at Vincennes, and for

leaving it, was to avoid expense. His regret for the poor people attached
to the Crown, who feel themselves cast off, but determined to defend
Fort Sackville. Sends copy of address (p. 207). Several hundreds from
Fort Pitt would have taken refuge at Vincennes had he not been obliged
to leave.

'

209
Bolton to Carleton (extract). Indians determined to assist. (See

B. 100). 150
Butler to same. The Six Nations bringing off their friends, after which

they intend to strike at the rebels, &c. (See B. 105). 146
Haldimand to Germain. Reinforcements wanted for Canada ; the

military powers of the Commander-in-Chief to be unlimited, and opera-
tions left to his own judgment. He should receive instructions how to

treat with those who desire to return to allegiance, or with Provinces
which may ask for assistance against the others. Respecting a citadel

and fortified posts. As Civil Governor he should have the nomination
to all places. The question of command over Niagara and posts on the
lakes to be settled, as well as that respecting the existence of the Habeus
Corpus Act in Canada, concerning which there are differences of
opinion. 8

Germain to Haldimand (No. 3). Fraser to succeed Owen as one of
the judges at Montreal. (See B. 43 and 50). 7

Nicholas Cox to Germain. Respecting the Labrador Fisheries. 13

Germain to Carleton. The "Hussar," appointed to take out Haldimand
and bring him (Carleton) back, was detained by contrary winds. The
" Montreal " frigate takes her place. 15
Germain to Haldimand (No. 4). Respecting defence, raising Canadian

troops, &c. (See B, 43, p. 28), 16
Same to the same (No. 5). Encloses note from Amherst; the note

recommends filling up the troops in Canada from Burgoyne's super-
numeraries, and that any wanted to fill up should be sent from England.
(See B. 43). 20-21
Same to the same (No. 0). Enclosing Acts of Parliament (B. 43,

p 34). 22
Haldimand to Germain. That a supply of beef and pork be sent to

Canada with the present fleet. (See B. 42). 25.

Hamilton to Carleton, Journal from the 26th January to date. (See
B. 122).

•

106
Haldimand to Germain. That every means must be used to forward

the stores. Stoi-e ship and troops not going with the convoy. (See B,47). 26
Carleton to Bolton. The conduct of the war is taken out of his hands.

Cannot give Butler instructions. Leaves that to his successor. 151
Germain to Haldimand (No. 7). Respecting military works in

Canada, and enclosing correspondence. (The correspondence is not
with this letter. It is in B. 43 with the letter from Germain). 30
Knox to the same. That room has been made for Indian stores and

Hald inland's baggage. List follows, dated 7th May. (See B. 43). 28-29

Hamilton to Germain, Had written to Carleton for instructions about
the Indians but was referred to Haldimand, His desire to have the mili-

tary command settled. McKee's escape. Congress making overtures to the
distant settlements. Intercourse between Fort Pitt and New Orleans. 211

Enclosed is a memorandum to Pownall of questions to be an-

swered, 215



106 STATE PAPERS. Q. 15

1778.
June 10,

Quebec.

June 25,

Quebec.

June 27,

Quebec.

June .30,

Quebec.

July 4.

Carleton to Grermain (No. 47). Discontents, &c. (See B. 37) Page 35
Military and other returns. 40 to 95
Carleton to Germain (No. 48). His Lordship's displeasure. Charac-

ter of the Legislative Councillors. (See B. 37). 152
Same to the same (No. 49). With minutes of the Legislative Coun-

cil. 161
Haldimand to the same. His arrival, &c. (See B. 54.) 34

Rocheblave to Haldimand (in French). Had reported the proceedings
ofWillins (Willing), foi'merly of Philadelphia, who left Fort Pitt last

winter and in February went towards the lower Mississippi with 4
officei'S and 40 men. It is reported from New Orleans that he has
returned at the head of 300 rascals, after having committed the worst
brigandage in the British settlements carried off plunder above $1,500,-

000 in negroes, indigo, money, peltry, not to speak of a prodigious
quantity of munitions of war and merchandise. British Arkansas has
been reduced to a desert; some of the inhabitants have joined him, the

rest he has taken to Spanish Arkansas. He has set up a portrait of the
King and fired at it. Thence he went to the Natchez, and carried off

some prisoners making the traders sign an obligation of neutrality,

pledging his honour to leave them unmolested, but afterwards returned,

having associated with him a gang composed of the scum of all nations
and robbed and ravaged with a fury worthy of barbarians, and, as if the
title of brigand was too little, he has added that of perjurer by refusing

a share of the plmider to the rascals who had joined him on that

promise. On leaving for New Orleans they loft about a dozen men to

pick up the animals ; a detachment from Pensacola by Avay of the lakes

killed three of them and took the rest to the garrison. Willing has sent

back to look for the animals and burn the houses. The band on first

arrival surpi-ised a frigate, and it is only by their love of plunder and
perjury that the country escaped, as otherwise Mobile and Pensacola
would have yielded, some of the inhabitants being prepared for it, but
deterred by the devastation committed; an expedition sent by Willing to

complete the plunder at Natchez was fired upon by the inhabitants,

killing seven and taking the rest prisoners. Willing is spending lavish-

ly at New Orleans to obtain recruits. The succes of Willing's expedition

is due to the sympathy of the people of this country with the other

Americans, which a few troops and the well disposed would have pre-

vented, besides meeting the fraudulent neutrality of their neighbours.
Willing has been supplied with arms and clothing from the stores of

the Spanish King, reported to be at New Orleans. These were sold

under fictitious names, whilst the traders could only get small supplies.

Prepai'ations making by the rebels to send oft"powder,&c.,and theproceeds
oftheir robberies. Has sent to warn the people at the Natchez to be on the

look out for them; they are to be immediately followed by others. The
Belle Eivi^re (the Ohio) will this winter be covered with bateaux carry-

ing provisions, it His Excellency does not act promptly. The new
Spanish commander has orders to build four forts on the Illinois. The
Fj-ench reduced officers are going to Ve^'a Cruz to look for troops. The
discouragement of the inhabitants by the practices of their neighbours,
the Spaniards, and by men of British origin, less loyal than the new
subjects if supported. The inducements held out by the Spaniards to get

them to join, and yet they have gained no one, a proof of their loyalty.

If the crops could be moved to New Orleans, the Spanish troops on the

river would be unable to subsist, their own crop having failed, and
the inhabitants could not be prevented selling, so long as the crops were
left in their hands. The crews of the two Spanish bateaux are lodged in
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July 8,

Laruwanak.

July 16,

Niagara.

July 20,

Quebec.

July 25,

Quebec.

July 25,

Quebec.

July 28,

Quebec.

July 29,

Quebec.

July 30,

Quebec.

August 4,

Quebec.

August 11,

Detroit.

August 2G,

Montreal.

August 27,
Montreal.

August 27,
Montreal.

August 30,
Montreal.

the houses left standing by the Americans ; complaints have been sent

to New Orleans. Is anxious to be replaced by some one of British

origin, to avoid the jealousies ot those who are only so in name and who
look with favour on the Americans and try to thwart all his measures
(on which he enlarges). He begs that troops be sent at once to prevent
assistance being brought to the Colonies; he will struggle as long as

possible to maintain the post. Eespecting his accounts, &c. Page 234
Butler to Bolton. Account of the expedition to Wyoming (See B.

100). 220

The articles of capitulation of Wintermonts Fort, dated Ist July, fol-

low this letter. 225
Bolton to Le Maistrc. Reports Butler's success over the rebels at

Wyoming. Sends enclosed the details brought by Hare (See B. 100,

where it is dated 14th).
'

220
DeLanaudi^re to Geimain (in French). Complains of being passed

over in the selection of Councillors. 192
Sketch by Haldimand of the military state of the Province of Quebec

(See B. 42). 169
Haldimand to Germain (No. 1). His arrival, &c. (See B. 42). 162

Same to same (No. 2). Evacuation of Philadelphia, etc. (See B. 42). 167

Same to same. Livius removed from office. Memorial by Livius of

3rd Julv, and coirespondence 11th, 12th and 14lhJuly (See B. 54 and B.

204). " 178 to 191

Eeturn of the troops in Canada, showing what number may be assem-
bled to act upon any sudden emergency. 177
Haldimand to Germain. Sends particulars of the proceedings of the

Five Nations and rangers under Butler, on the frontiers of Pennsyl-
vania and New Yoi-k. 219
Hamilton to Haldimand (extract). An account of the Hlinois being

overrun by the rebels and Rocheblave taken prisoner (See B. 122). 246
Haldimand to Hamilton. That the injury he reports, if it cannot be

retrieved, may be stopped from going further. The expediency of sup-

porting the Wabash Indians. How they might be most usefully em-
ployed to cut off the retreat of the rebels and disturb the communication
by the Ohio, so as to make the attempt fruitless. Outline of the
mode in which the Indians might work, so that the river might never
be left without a force to attack the rebels. To try to communicate
with Stuart, the Southern Indian Superintendent; Detroit to be rein-

forced from Niagara ; respecting the importation of supplies. How the

powder, balls, &c., are to be disposed of (See B. 122). 250
Same to Bolton. Sends copy of letter to Hamilton, to indicate the

steps he is to take to co-operate with him. To try to get Indian
auxiliaries to act with Hamilton. Particular instructions to be given
to the commanders of the armed vessels. Has every confidence in

his expeiience to defend his post. Reinforcement to be sent, from
which a detachment is to be sent to Detroit. To draw, if necessary, a
detachment from Carleton Island. To take measures (indicated) to

protect the merchandise at the carrying place of Niagara. 254
Same to Hamilton (secret and confidential). To be informed as to the

means to be used to i-ecover the Illinois. (See B. 122). 257
Same to de Peyster. Portion of the letter respecting the steps to

be taken for the recovery of the Illinois (the letter is given in full in

B. 96-1). 259
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August 31,

Michillim-
akinak.

September 2,

Whitehall.

September 11,

Sorel.

September 15,

Michillim-
akinak.

De Peyster to the Commander-in-Chief. Chevalier, of St. Joseph,
reports that the rebels are in possession of all the Illinois. (See B.

97). Page 249
Germain to Haldimand (No. 9). Has received word of his arrival,

&c. (See B. 43). 31
Haldimand to Germain (No. 5). Eebel parties overrunning the

Illinois. (See B. 54). 228
Louis Chevalier to de Peyster (in French). Affairs in the Illinois.

(See B. 97-1). 309

September 18,

Sorel.
Haldimand to Germain. Arrival of the " Brilliant," but without guns

from Placentia. (See B. 54). This letter, like the preceding, is marked
No. 5. 229
Same to Captain Pearson, E.N, That the ships of the Eoyal Navy

should winter at Quebec. 292
Hartley commanding the forces of the United States, to the chiefs

yatuhmong. ^^^ principal Indians of Chemung, &c. Eeprimands the Indians for

, killing women and children. The success of American arms gives the
King of England no hope of conquering, &c. 317

Octobers, Pearson to Haldimand, enclosing his instructions from the Admiralty.

September 19,

Sorel.

October ],

'off' Garland
Quebec.

October 5,

Sorel.

October 6,

Connutasag.

October 7,

"Garland "off
Quebec.

October 9,

Sorel.

October 10,

Sorel. .

October 12,

Niagara.

October 12,

Sorel.

(See B. 140). The letter at p. 296. Instructions, p. 294. 294-296.

Haldimand to Pearson. Insists that part of the fleet remain. Ar-
rangements proposed for convoy. 297

Captain Johnston to Butler. Forwarding letters. Arrival of warriors

from the upper villages makes the present number 196 fit for action

;

when joined by the Coyonhugas there will be upwards of 300. Cattle

to be sent to a place of greater security. Syanguraghton wishes for

more powder; the rebels are 1,400 or 1,500 strong. Helpless friends to

Government are on the way to Niagara. 319
Pearson to Haldimand. Giving reasons in detail for obeying the

orders of the Admiralty. (See B. 140, p. 13). 300

Haldimand to Pearson. Further respecting ships of the Eoyal Navy
being left at Quebec for the Winter. 305
Same to Germain (No. 6). Send copies of letters respecting the over-

running of the Illinois by the rebels. 233
Bolton to Haldimand. Bill of exchange drawn. Butler will send

account of Indian affairs. (See B. 100). 313
Haldimand to Germain (No. 7). Eespecting the defence of the

"
"

"
" ' the

261
October 12,

St. .John's.

October 14,

Sorel.

October 15,

Sorel.

October 16,

St. John's.

October 17,

Sorel.

Octol)er 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

frontiers, kc. (See B. 54, p. 25 in which the letter is dated
14th).

Macbean to the Board of Ordnance. Urging that he should receive an
additional allowance of twenty shillings a day like other officers of

his i-ank. 356
Haldimand to Germain (No. 8). Dispatches received. Citadel at

Quebec, &c. (See B. 54, p. 23, in which the letter is dated the 12th.) 266
Same to same (separate). The determination of the rebels to take

Canada, &c. (See B. 54, p. 30). 268
Macbeaur Demand for ordnance stores. 331

Twiss. Demand for tools for the field service of engineers. 322

Haldimand to Germain (No. 9). The impropriety of withdrawing
ships of war, &c. (See B. 54, p. 46). 283
Same to Knox. Late arrival of Indian goods, &c. (See B. 54, p.

57). 364
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October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

No date.

Remarks by Lieut.-Coloiiel Campbell, on Indian goods received by the
ship '' Andrew." Same date. Page 365

Indent of goods suitable for Indian presents. No date. 368
Willoc to Germain. That he is still here and not released from his

parole, so that he cannot be employed. 359
Haldimand to G-ermain (No. 10). Sends presentments oftheGrand Jury

of Montreal against De Jean, &c. (See B. 42). 336
The two presentments follow; dated 7th September. 340-353
Hamilton to Germain. Arrival of expres;s from the Illinois reports

that Kaskaskias had been surprised at night and Rocheblave seized and
put in irons. They had exacted an oath of allegiance from the inhabi-
tants. A detachment sent to Kahckias to receive its submission. Has
no doubt that Vincennesis summoned, as a French priest (Gibault), had
his horse readj' saddled to proceed theie. He is a man of infamous
morals, Celoron goes off to Ouiatonon with belts and speeches lor the
Indians of the Ouabash, who have engaged to act against the rebels.

With regard to the troops to occupy the posts, there is but a single regi-

ment between Montreal and Michillimakinak; between the posts on the
lakes and New Orleans there is not a single fort or garrison to check
the French or Spaniards, to molest the rebels, or to keep the Indians or
inhabitants in awe. The present tractable disposition of the Indians is

to be made the most of. There is not a single vessel at the post, and the
officer commanding the troops has received orders that deprive him
(Hamilton) of all authority. Has received no instructions from
England or Quebec. From what passes on the Mississippi, there is

apparently a foreign war, and French, Spanish and rebels are in treaty
with the Indians at St. Joseph's. Eocheblave reported, before his

capture, that four British frigates were in the mouth of the Mississippi.

The banditti who have- been alarming the country will soon have to

retire. The Indians have lately returned, having met with tolerable

success. 230
Fraser to the same. Respecting his loss of office from being taken

prisoner. 23
Estimate of Lieut. Governor Cox of the cost of building a schooner of

60 or 70 tons, for visiting the coasts of Gasp^ Jind Labrador, 363

Governor Haldimand—1779.

October 7,

Detroit.

October 8,

Niagara.

October 14,

Rocher de
Bout.

October 24,

Michillim-
akinak.

October 25,
Upper Shaw-
anese Town.

October 27,

Michillim-
akinak.

Q. 16—1.

Hamilton to Haldimand. Sends a detail of occurrences since his

diary, beginning 22nd September, was closed. (See B. 122, p. 211). 130
Monthly return of the different posts upon the lakes garrisoned by the

King's (8th) Regiment, and artillery. 81
Hamilton to Haldimand. His arival, &c. (See B. 122, p. 217). 135
Enclosed is an account of the proceedings of the rebels at Yincennes,

as related by Neegik, an Ottawa war chief, sent to gain intelligence. 137
De Peyster to Haldimand. Will endeavour to get the Indians to rein-

force Hamilton, &c. (See B. 96-1, p. 19). 234

McKee to Lernoult.

100, p. 77).

Report of an expedition against Detroit. (See B.

240

De Peyster to Haldimand. Sends Langlade and Gauthier to co-oper-

ate with Hamilton, &c. (See B. 96-1, p. 23.) 238
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October 28. Account of bills drawn by the officers at the upper posts paid to

date. Page 82

October 28 Hamilton to lialdimand. The progress of sending up provisions, &c.
MiamisToWn. (See B. 122, p. 222.) 142

October 28,

Boston.

November 1,

Caileton
Island.

November 1.

November 1.

November 1.

November 1,

Petite Riviere,

November 13,

Niagara.

November 17,

Onondella.

November 21,

Quebec.

December 4,

Ouiatonon.

December 18,

Boston.

December 18
to 30, Vin-
cennes.

1779.

January 4,

Fort Pitt.

January 11,

Quebec.

January 13,

Vincennes.

January 18,

Cooshocking.

January 19.

January 22,

Fort Law-

January 22,

Fort Law-

January 22,

Fort Law-
rence.

January 22,

Fort Law-
rence.

January 24,

Vincennes.

January 24,

Niagara.

Proclamation (in French) by d'Bstaing to all the French in North
America. 29Y

State of the garrison. 83

List of field officers of the British and German troops in Canada, by
seniority, with the dates of their commissions. 84
Monthly general return of the British army in Canada. 85
Genei-al monthly return of German troops in Canada. 86

Hamilton to Haldimand, Provisions sent to the Wabash, &c. (See

B. 122, p. 224). 144
Bolton to the same. The Indians dispersed before Hamilton's expe-

dition was known. (See B. 100, p. 74). 241
Walter Butler to Bolton. Account of his having burned the settle-

ment, &c. (See B. 100, p. 82). 91

Haldimand to Germain (No. 15). Eespecting Hamilton's expedition

to the Illinois, &c. (See B. 54, p. 61). 70
Hamilton to Haldimand. Indians joining from different quarters, &c.

(See B. 122, p. 228). 149
Letter (in French) from Lafayette to the Indians of Canada, appeal-

ing to them to join him in favour of the Americans. 105

Hamilton to Haldimand, Capture of the post, &c. (See B. 122, p.

235), in which the letter is dated the 28th. 155
The oath of allegiance of the inhabitants is enclosed. 192

Eeturn of the Militia of Vincennes in pay of the rebels enclosed. 194
John Dodge to John Montour, His escape from Quebec, &c. (See B

122, p. 308), 210
Speech and addresses at the opening of the session of the Legislative

Council. 99

Hamilton to the Spanish Governor at New Orleans. (See B. 122,

p. 263), 187
Galalemend to John Montour (endorsed Captain John Killbuckto John

Montour), that he and his counsellors desire to see Montour, &c. (See

B, 122, p. 308). 209
Zeisberger to Gibson at Fort Lawrence. Plan of Symon Girtie,

(Simon Girty) to get Gibson's scalp, &c. (See B. 122, p. 311), 213
John Gibson to Brigadier Mcintosh, Clothing received, &c, (See B,

122, p, 309), 211

Same to Colonel Brodhead. Sends copy of Zeisberger's letter, &c,

(See B 122, p, 314), 217

Same to Colonel Morgan. Sends copy of Zeiaberger's letter, &c,

(See B, 122, p, 315), 218

Same to Major Taylor at Fort Pitt. Arrival of clothing, &c. (See

B. 122, p, 316), 219

Hamilton to Haldimand, Plans of the Southern Indians to attack the

rebels, &c, (See B, 122, p, 266), 170

Return of provisions issued out of the King's stores at Niagara
between 25th December, 1778, and date. 227
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1779.

January 26,

Vincennes.

January 30,

Vincennes.

February 2,

Montreal.

February 11,

Quebec.

February 12,

London.

February 10,

London.

February 24,

Fort Sackville

March 2,

<.,)uebec.

March 8,

Vincennes.

March 0,

Vincennes.

March 10,

VincenneH.

March 12,

Vincennes.

March 12,

Sandusky.

March 13,

Fort Patrick
Henry.

March 16,

Vincennes.

March 17,

Fort Erie.

March 20,

Vincennes.

March 21,

Vincennes.

March 2.5,

Niagara.

March 2!>,

Michillim-
akinak.

March 31,

Montreal.

March 31,

Whitehall.

April 2,

Niagara.

April 4,

Falls of the
Ohio.

Substance of a conference with Indians at Fort Sackville. (See B. 122,

p. 273). Pao:e 181

State of the Garrison of Fort Sackville. (See B. 122, p. 287).
" 191

Col. Campbell to Haldimand, respecting his claim to command in

absence of the senior officer. (See B. Ill, p. 42). 325
Haldimand to Campbell. That he has no claim to the military rank,

his office being civil. (See B. Ill, p. 43). 326
Memorial (in French) by James Hughes and the Count Dupr^,

respecting the lands on Labrador from the Straights of Belle Isle, granted
to their father-in-law, the late M. Brouague, which have been taken by
Muri'ay and given to strangers. These lands belong to six heirs, and
were the only property left to them after the siege of 1759, their houses
being then burned. Therefore, hope that the promise made to them in

respect to the^e lands may bo fulfilled. 1

Eev. Samuel Peters to Grermain, respecting the claims of Colonel

Peters for raising Pi-ovincials, &c. (See B 43, p. 140). 14

Tei-ms of the capitulation by Hamilton of Fort Sackville. (See B. 122,

p. 296). 262
Haldimand to Germain (No. 16). Continued threats of the rebels to

invade Canada, &c. (See B. 54, p. 76). 87

Hamilton to Lernoult. Pass to Cournailler with recommendation
from Jehu Hay. (See B.' 122, p. 297-298). 271-272

G. 11. Clark to Patrick Henry. Cannot obtain the horses wanted.
(See B. J22, p. 304).

"

263
Same to Harrison, Speaker, acknowledging the thanks of the House.

(See B. 122, p. 307). 266
Joseph Bowman to Patrick Henry. Returning thanks. (See B.

122, p. 303). 268
Bird to Ler..oult. Has taken it on him to stop the vessels, &c. (See

B. 122, p. 336). 228
George R. Clark. Wan-ant to William Mories. (See B. 122, p.

302). 261

Same to Lernoult. Sends letters left by prisoners. (See B. 122,

p. 301). 273
Mathews to Bolton. The ruinous state of the works. (See B. 100,

p. 123). 230
Bowman to Lernoult, asking for the release of Bentley. (See B.

122, p. 299). 275
Lieut. John Girault to the same, for the release of Bentley. (See B.

122. p. 3O0). 276
Mathews to Bolton. Respecting the damage to the woi-ks at Niagara.

(See B. 100, p. 121). 232
LePeyster to Haldimand. Renewed efforts to reinforce Hamilton at

Vincennes. (See B. 96-1, p. 27). 201

Campbell to Haldimand. Reiterating his demand for rank and pay.
(SeeB. Ill, p. 44). 328
Germain to Livius. That he has been restored to his office of Chief

Justice. 18

Bolton to Haldimand. Letter from Lernoult with an account of Ham-
ilton's capture, &c. (See B. 96-1, p. 258). 204

Squire Boon to Arthur Comble. Would prefer to get back his horse.

(See B. 122, p. 330). * 269
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.1779.

April 6,

Whitehall.

April 8,

Quebec.

April 16,

Whitehall.

April 16.

Whitehall.

April 16.

Whitehall.

April 16,

Whitehall.

April 16,

Whitehall.

April 16,

on board the
"Brilliant."

April 17.

April 19,

Whitehall.

April 19,

La Baye.

April 23,

Whitehall.

May 2,

Michillim-
akiuak.

Knox to Haldimaiid. Eespectin^ Indian presents which Col. Campbell,

by his letter of 24th October, 1778, pointed out as deficient. (See B.

43, p. 60). Page 19

Haldimaiid to Campbell. Eepeatiiig that his office is civil and does

not entitle him to military command. (See B. Ill, p. 46). 330
Germain to Haldimand (No." 10). (For calendar, see B. 43, p. 114,

where the date is given as 10th April). 22

Same to the same (No. 11). The restoration of Livius. (See B. 43,

p. 63, where the letter is marked No. 10 instead of 11). 32

Same to same (No. 12). Eespecting the purchase of Greenwood and
Higginson's Seigniory. (See B. 43, p. 110). 38

Same to same (No. 13). Royal Highland Emigrants put on the

establishment of the army and numbered 84th Regiment. (See B. 50, p.

30). 41

Same to same (No. 14). Respecting Finlay's application to be superin-

tendent of posts. (See B. 50, p. 31). 42
Allan Maclean to DeGrey. Respecting the memorial of Lieut. John

McLean of the first battalion of the 84th, stating his case, &c. 46

Captain Chene's account of the capitulation of Post Yincennes, not

dated, received at Quebec on the date given in the margin. (See B. 122,

p. 337). 222

Germain to Haldimand (No. 15). Respecting the memorial of Samuel
MacKay, the allowance to Mr, Fraser, &c. (See B. 50, p. 33). 44

Gautier to de Peyster (in French). His attempt to reinforce Hamilton.

(See B. 97-1, p. 100). 253

Germain to the Lords of Trade. To take into consideration what steps

may be necessary to amend the law regulating the duties of the Chief

Justice in Canada. 48
The report of the Lords of Trade on the subject, dated Ist July. 52
DePeyster to Haldimand. News of Hamilton's disaster. (See B.

97-1, p. 103). 250

May 7 Monforton to Lernoult (in French). Respecting the information given
Huron'Village by a Huron. (See B. 122, p. 345). 257

May 13, DePeyster to Haldimand. Reported building of rebel vessels at
Michillim- Milwaukee not true. (See B. 97-1, p. 108). 246
akinak.

May 20,

Niagara.

May 24,

Quebec.

May 24,

Quebec.

May 26,

Quebec.

May 29,

Quebec.

June 2,

Quebec.

June 6,

Quebec.

June 7,

Quebec.

June 15,

Quebec.

Bolton to the same. The state of atl'airs at Detroit ; doubts of the

Indians, &e. (See B. 100, p. 143). 195

Return of provisions remaining in the different magazines in Canada
on this date. 280
Monthly return of the numbei'S and denominations of people victualled

and number of rations drawn, between the 25th April and date. 281

Haldimand to Sir Henry Clinton. Enclosing copies of intelligence

from the upper country, &c. (See B. 147, p. 49). 11

1

Same to Germain (No. 17). The importance of the citadel at

Quebec. (See B. 54, p. 82). 103
Return of provisions and liquors forwarded from Lachine and the

Cedars. (See B. 192, p. 95). 279
Distribution of provisions for 15,000 men to be victualled in Canada.

(See B. 192, p. 99).
'

278
Haldimand to Germain (No. 18). Threats of rebels during the winter.

(See B. 54, p. 85). 123

Same to same (No. 19). The case of Stiles, master of the " Viper,
"

killing a man on press gang duty. CSee B. 54, p. 322). 282
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June 18„
Quebec.

June 18,

Quebec.

June 18.

Quebec.

June 19,

Whitehall.

July 8,

WhitehaU.

July 8,

Whitehall.

July 19,

Whitehall.

July 19,

Whitehall.

July 19,

Whitehall.

July 22,

Whitehall.

July 23,

London.

July 30,

Whitehall.

July 30,

Whitehall.

August 3,

Whitehall.

August 4,

London.

August 8,

Genesee
River.

August 16,

Niagara.

Haldimand to Germain (No. 20). Plan for a corps of artificers for the

fortifications at Quebec. (See B. 54, p. 106). Page 285-

The plan proposed byTwiss follows, dated 12th June. (See B. 154, p.
183.)

Haldimand to Germain.

54, p. 114).

Same to same (secret).

(See B. 54, p. 109).

Dispatches sent by Capt. Beacroft.

August 19,

Whitehall.

August 28,

FortBowman.

287
(See B,

291
The rebel preparations to invade Canada.

292
Germain to Haldimand (secret and confidential). In consequence

of the hostile proceedings of the Spanish Court, Brigadier General Camp-
bell, commanding in Florida, has been ordered to attack New Orleans.

Indians to be collected at the tipper posts and as many loyalists as pos-

sible to assist. 50
Same to same (separate). The Count du Pr^ is returning to Quebec

on his private attairs; desires that he may be appointed to a seat in the

Legislative Council when a vacancy occurs. His claims on account of
damage to his property by the rebels recommended for consideration.

(See B. 43, p. 158.) 56
Same to same. (No. 16). Eespecting the Illinois country, &c. (See

B. 43, p. 155). 58
Same to same (No. 17). With mandamus to appoint Peter Livius

Chief Justice. (See B. 43, p. 162). 62
Same to same (No. 18). Sends instructions respecting constitution of

the civil courts in the Province of Quebec. (See B. 43, p. 165). 63
Same to same (No. 19). Capture of his dispatches, &c. (See B. 43,

p. 166). 64
Same to Livius. That in present circumstances in North America

all officers, &c., civil as well as military, are to repair to their stations

;

he is, therefore, to return to Quebec without delay. 67
Livius to Germain. The vessels with the first convoy being out of the

river, it is impossible to get his baggage on board. Asks for an exten-

sion of his leave of absence. 68
Knox to Haldimand. Eeceipt of dispatches. Sloop sent to Cork as

a convoy to the victuallers.' (See B. 43, p. 168). 304
Same to the same (private). That necessaries have been sent out, &c.

(See B. 43, p. 160). 306
Germain to the same (No. 20). Delay in receiving dispatches.

Supplies sent out. (See B. 43, p. 169). 308
Livius to T. DeGrey. Has asked to be presented to the King and hopes

to have his leave extended. 314-310
Memorandum by Major Butler, respecting the execution of officers of

the Rangers when taken prisoners. (See B. 105, p. 169). 358

Bolton to Haldimand. Butler reports the arrival of the enemy at

Tioga and the disagreeable situation of the Six Nations; they are dis-

satisfied that post has not been taken at Oswego ; their uncertainty how
to meet the rebels, who were advancing on all sides, and asked for a
part of the troops to help them, &c. Their changed behaviour, so that
it is necessary to take post at Oswego or to send reinforcements ; 500
men would secui-e the Indians and save Detroit. He has written to

Major Nairne at Carletou Island respecting men. 360
Germain to the same (No. 21). Armed ship sent with supplies.

(See B. 43, p. 174). 315
Commission given by the rebels to Kinaytounak, a Eenard Chief.

(See B. 122 p. 136). 256

6a—

8
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1779.
September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 18,

Quebec.

October 14,

Spithead.

No date.

Haldimand to Germain (No. 21). The claims of St. Luc and,Camp-
bell, Indian Department, to command and pay in the army. (See B.

54, p. 123). Page 320
Same to same (No. 22). The refusal of the proprietors to sell the

Seigniory of Sorel. (See B. 54, p. 127). 332
Same to the same (No. 23). Finlay's application to be made

superintendent of posts. (See B. 54, p. 129). 334
Same to the same (No. 24). Has received authority to issue letters

of marque. (See B. 54, p. 131). 337
Same to same (No. 25). Has investigated the reason for a junior

officer being promoted over McLean. (See B. 54, p. 132). 338
Same to same (No, 26). Will promote the safety of this Province.

The case of Simon Fraser. (See B. 54, p. 133). 339
Same to same (No. 27). Will investigate the case of Mackay and

Peters. (See B. 54, p. 134).
_

340
Same to same (No. 28). Will attend to the instructions in the case

of Livius, &c. (See B. 54, p. 135). 341

Same to same (No. 29). Is apprehensive that the Indians of the upper
posts will ally themselves with the rebels. (See B. 54, p. 144). 353
Same to John Eobinson, Treasury. The quantity of flour, &c.,

available. (See B. 59, p. 42). 351
Yalini^re, priest, to Germain (?) (in French). That he is still de-

tained on board the " Convert." Asks to be tried, if thought guilty,

or released if believed to be innocent. 319
Memorandum by Livius, with the title ; "In order that impartial and

substantial justice may be easilj^ attained in Canada by a course of law,

three points are principally to be attended to." These are : 1. To in-

terpose authority between the sword and the people, 2. To divide the

supreme judicial from the legislative authority. 3. To establish a judi-

catory for small causes. These points elaborated. The memorandum,
ends with a statement of his claims for salary as Chief Justice. 3

Governor Haldimand—1779.

1779.
May 28,

Philadelphia.

July 12,

Quebec.

August 10,

Canadasagoe.

August 11,

Canadasagoe.

August 22,

Carleton
Island.

Q. 16-2.

Additional to the proclamation (in French) at page 297 of Q.
16—1. Page 382

State of the Anhalt Zerbst Eegiment. (The names of all the soldiers

are given.) 435 to 500
Butler to Bolton. The rebels have established a post at Pine Creek

and are further advanced. The enemy from Wyoming have been seen six

miles below Tioga. Montour has gone down to reconnoitre. The chiefs

desire that all Indians about Niagara should come here, marching night
and day ; those who do not come to get no provisions. As many as can
be spared of the garrison should also be sent, as this i^ to be the place

of rendezvous. The enemy mean to establish a strong post at Tioga.
Ammunition and mocassins wanted. 3b'4

The same to Captain Butler. With information and further details

of the movement of the enemy to Tioga. On the 12th he is ordered to

join with every man fit for duty, and provisions: Four or five boats to

be sent for use on the Genesee River. 366
Message from David, a Mohawk chief, for assistance against the

rebels. 374
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1779.

August 26,

Chuckmet.

August 29,

Quebec.

August 29,

Quebec.

August 31,

Schech-
quago.

Butler to Bolton. Expected engagement, the enemy being 12 miles

off. (See B. 100, p. 232.) Page 570
Haldimand to Clinton. Eespeeting the treatment of Hamilton and

his officers, of which a representation should be made to Washington.
The Indians are greatly exasperated over the barbarity. (See B. 147,

p. 71.)
'

3(J9

The same to "Washington. Calling attention to the barbarous treat-

ment of Hamilton and his officers, contrary to the common rules of war
observed amongst civilized nations. 371

Butler to Bolton. His engagement with the enemy, &c. (See B. 100,

p. 244.) 573

September 1, Muster of the Hesse-Hanau troops by Holland. (The
L^Assomp- gi^3^_)

names are all

393 to 434

September 1, Docksteder to Bolton. Attack on Indians on the Ohio. (See B. 100,
Cataragaras. t) 95I ") 581

September 3, Butler to the same. Boats wanted to carry off the sick. (See B. 100,
Canadasago.

p^ £52.) 582
September 4, State of the Brunswlck troops. (The names are all given.) 501 to 561
St. Charles.

September 6,

Niagara.

September 7,

Niagara.

September 8,

Canawagaras.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 13,

Quebec.

September 14,

Quebec.

September 14,

Quebec.

September 14,

Quebec.

September 14,

Buffalo Creek.

Bolton to Nairne at Carleton Island. That Butler has been obliged to
retreat to Canadasago. The strength of the enemy ; asks for the light

company of the 31th and 50 men besides. 380
The same to Haldimand. The position of Butler and the little hope

of Indian assistance. Notes on the 8th and 10th, at the end of the letter,

give an account of the movements of the rebels at Venango and Cana-
dasago. (See B. 100, p. 257.) 586

Butler to Bolton. Rebels in possession of Canadasago, they are
reported to be 3,000 strong. (See B. 100, p. 262.) 583
Haldimand to Germain (No. 30). Suggests offering a pardon to French

Canadians who have joined the rebels. (See B. 54, p. 149.) 376
The same to the same (No. 31). The critical state of the upper

posts. The slackness of the Indians. (See B. 54, p. 150.) 379
The same to the same (No. 32). Acknowledges dispatches and sends

quadruplicates. (See B. 54, p. 151.) 383
The same to Knox. Invoice ofgoodsby the " Three Brothers " re-

ceived, the goods arrived and forwarded to Montreal to fit out the
Indians. 378
The same to Germain. The appointment of Holland as Deputy Com-

missaiy of musters ; doubts with whom rests the appointment. 391
The same to the same (secret and confidential). The state of the

Province, &c. (See B. 54, p. 177.) 591
Strength of the British troops from Oswegatchie to Quebec

follows.
,

. 601
Holland to Germain. The delay he met with in coming from New

York to Quebec ; his appointment as commissary of musters to the
German troops. 392

Butler to Bolton. Had left Canawagoras and taken post to surprise
the enemy. The force discovered by tne enemy's scout, 30 in number,
22 of whom were killed and the lieutenant and a private taken. The
enemy consists of 5,000 Continentals, who intend to go no fui-ther than
Genesee ; they are building a strong fort at Tioga. He (Butler) retreated
to Genesee having only 400 men, closely followed by the enemy. Is

now on the march for Niagara ; the Indians are bringing their families
with them and after leaving them at Niagara will return for re-

venge. 607

6a—6i
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1779.

September 16,

Niagara.

September 18,

Quebec.

September 20,

Niagara

September 25,

Quebec.

October 3,

Quebec.

October 4,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

Bolton to Haldimand. That 4,000 rebels are at Genesee within *70 or

80 miles of this post.
,
(See B. 100, p. 269.) Paire 609

Haldimand to de Grey. Had received letter by Fraser ; would be happy
to show his opinion of his worth. 562

Butler to Haldimand. The reinforcements sent up are too late to save

the countiy of the Five Nations from being completely destroyed. Had
been obliged to retreat from Genesee from want of provisions; the rebels

had burned the village, destroyed the corn and made a hasty retreat,

but does not yet know which load they have taken. Is sending scouts

to reconnoitre as far as Oswego, so as to ascertain if there are designs

against this post. The Indians still seem unshaken in their attachment

to His Majesty's cause. 611

Haldimand to Germain (No. 33). Sends letter from Bolton. The
designs of the rebels against Niagara, &c. (See B. 54, p. 185.) 563

The same to the same (No. 34). The retreat of Butler. (See B. 54,

p. 192.) 602

The same to the same (No. 35). Arrival of fleet of victuallers, &c.

(See B. 54, p. 195.) 614

The same to the same (No. 36), Has summoned the councillors, &c.

(See B. 54, p. 199.) 616

The same to the same (No. 3*7). The danger of innovations in the

laws of Canada under present circumstances. (See B. 54, p. 203). 621

The same to the same (No. 38). The failure of Hamilton's expedi-

tion. (See B. 54, p. 205.) 624

The same to the same (No. 39). The reported capture of a vessel

with dispatches is unfounded. (See B. 54, p. 208.) 628
The same to the same (No. 40). The arrival of victuallers. The

advance of the rebels not checked by Clinton's operations. (See B. 54,

p. 210.) 630

The same to the same (No. 41). The impossil)ility of the oflScere at

the upper posts co-operating with Campbell. (See B. 54, p. 215.) 636
The same to the same (No. 42). Uiges the promotion of Lieutenants

Schanks and Chambers. (See B. 54, p. 217.) 638
The same to the same (No. 43). Demand for artificers and stores.

(See B. 54, p. 219.) 640
Demand for stores in detail. 646
Haldimand to Germain (No. 44). Sendsjournals and minutes of Council.

(See B. 54, p. 224.) 652

The journals are for the session from 11th to 16th January, 1779,

inclusive.
.

653 to 673
The minutes from the 1st November, 1778, to the 25th September,

1779, inclusive. 674 to 688
Haldimand to Germain (No. 45). Is sending home M.de la Valini^re,

a priest; his insubordination towards his ecclesiastical superiors. (See

B. 54, p. 225.) 689
The same to the same (No. 46). He has refused to recognise the

brevet rank of German oflBcers for reasons given. (See B. 54, p.

227.) 692
The same to the same (No. 47). Requisition for stores. (See B. 54,

p. 228.) 693
There are five requisitions given in detail ; the sixth is not

given. 694 to 709
Haldimand to Germain (No. 48). Sending returns ofprovisions, &c.

(See B. 54, p. 229.) 710
Eeturns enclosed. 711 to 713
Mathews to Knox. Asking that he maybe allowed to have his letters

sent to his (Knox's) oflfice, so as to have them properly forwarded. 714
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1779.

December 22,

London.
Rt. Jackson, that there is no legal cause to hold la Yaliniere, and

advises the Secrecary of State to leave the Captain to use his discretion

in respect to him. Page 715

1779.

September 18,

Machias.

September 27,

Machias.

September 28,

Machias.

October 4,

Machias.

October 4,

Machias.

October 14,

Machias.

November 1,

Quebec.

November 1,

Quebec.

November 1,

Quebec.

November 2,

Quebec.

November 5,

Quebec.

November 5,

Quebec.

No date.

1780.

January 26,

Quebec.

January^28,''

Quebec. ^
January 28, J

Quebec.

February 13,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 1.5,

Michilli-

makinak.

Governor Haldimand—1780.

Q. 17-1.

John Allan to Valnais, (extracts). Complains of the evils caused

by the invasion of Penobscot, (Whole letter, B. 184—1, p. 193.) Page 11

Stephen Jones to Benjamin Hitchborne. Eefusal of the militia to do
garrison duty. (See B. 184—1, p. 222.) 22

John Allan to the Commander-in-Chief, U. S. troops (extracts.) (For
the whole letter see B. 184—1, p. 242.) 8

The same to Nathan Barber (extracts). The bad eftect of allowing
communication with Nova Scotia. (For letter in full see B. 184— 1, p.

255.) 20

George Stilman to Dr. Fish. (See B. 181—1, p. 260.) 30

La Motte to Valnais (in French). His charges against d'Abadie, &c.

(See B. 184— 1, p. 311, where the dale is given as the 24th.) 33
Haldimand to Germain (No. 49). Has refused Colonel Maclean pay

as Brigadier. (See B 54, p. 258). 1

The same to the same (No. 50). Return of Sir John Johnson from
an unsuccessful expedition. (See B. 54, p. 259.) 2

The same to the same (No. 52). That he has given permission to raise

loyalist corps. (See B. 54, p. 266.) 54
The same to the same (No. 51). Has sent away Michel Yoyer, lately

come from Boston. (See B. 54 p. 265.) 52

The same to the same, (No. 53). Reported reinforcement. (See B.

54, p. 269.) 58
The same to the same (No. 54). Introducing Lieut. Slack. (See B 54,

p. 270). 60
D'Abadie to Valnais (in French), Describes the character of La

Motte in daik colours. (See B. 184-2, p- 332.) 43
Haldimand to Germain (No. 55). Retreat of Sullivan from Genesee.

(See B. 54, p. 275.)

The same to the same (No. 56).
Johnson's. (See B. 54, p. 279.)

The same to the same (private).

92

Remarks on a dispatch of Colonel

97

Desires to be informed of repre-

sentations made against him from Canada. (See B. 54, p. 271.) 102

Pownall's answer to Caldwell's motion relative to the King's instruc-

tions. 309
Hugh Finlay's opinion as to the additional instructions to the Gover-

nor General. 299
Allsopp's opinion as to the additional instructions. 307

Grant's advice, opinion and reasons respecting the additional instruc-

tions. 311
Sinclair to Haldimand (extract). Half of the goods sent last year

will purchase all the furs here; the other half remains for the benetit of

the traders; their impatience of all restraint. The augmentation of

furs to Canada may be owing to encroachments on the Hudson Bay Co.

and the traffic with the Spanish traders. The increase in the importa-
tion of British goods probably arises from presents to the Indians and
from some sliding into the rebel colonies. Every care will be taken to
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1780.

February 17,

Quebec.

March 2,

Whitehall.

March 2,

Appeal
Office,

Quebec.

March 7,

Quebec.

March 11,

London

.

March 17,

Whitehall.

March 17,

London.

March 19,

Williams-
burg.

March 19,

Williams-
burg.

March 21,

London.

April 4,

Whitehall.

April 8,W hitehall.

April 10,

Quebec.

April 12,

Quebec.

April 12,

Quebec.

May 19,

Whitehall.

May 29,

Michilli-

makinak.

July 3,

London.

July 12,

Quebec.

August 8,

Whitehall.

regulate the trade. The supply to the enemy by way of Lake Superior
is not difficult. The disaffected traders can do mischief, by fomenting
quarrels between the Sioux and Chippewas, thus preventing the former
from answering a call. Pages 148 255

Opinions of Attorney-General Monk

:

1. As to the power of the Governor in Council to fix the price of
wheat and flour. 318

2. On precedents afforded by the statutes of Great Britain respecting
the taxing and rating of wheat and compelling sales on delivery. 321
Germain to Haldimand (No. 22). Dispatches received. The stoi-e

ship " Union " captured, (See B. 44, p. 3.) 61
List of all the causes unjudged in the Court of Appeal from the Ist of

May, 1775, to the 2nd of March, 1780. 310a

Address of the Legislative Council. 302

Livius to Germain. As his brother, whom he has not seen for many
years, is expected from the East Indies, asks leave to wait for the second
convoy that he may see him. 64
Germain to Haldimand (No, 23). It was fortunate that the dispatches

giving complete information of the military state of the Province had
arrived safely. (See B. 44, p. 8.) 66
Lord Hervey to Germain, Death of Yalini^re, the priest, from fever

caught on board the ship. 80
Thomas Jefferson to Colonel Todd. (An intercepted letter; seeB. 175,

p. 13). 125

The same to Colonel G. Eogers Clark.

175, p. 16.)

(An intercepted letter; see B,

129

Joseph Judge to de Grey, Wishes to know the result of his applica-

tion for a situation. 86
Germain to Haldimand (No, 24). The impropriety of unfurnishing

Britain of troops. (See B. 44, p, 24.) 81
The same to the same (No, 25). The delay in dispatching the victu-

allers. (Sfe B. 44, p. iJl.) 87
Reasons of dissent by A. Mabane, F. Baby and Samuel Holland, the

liegislative Councillors who voted for fixing the price of wheat and flour

by ordinance for a limited time, against the decision of the Council. 324
Opinion of Jenkin Williams upon the power of the Governor and

Leo'lslative Council to fix a price on wheat and flour. 315
Journals of the Legislative Council from 27th January to date. (In

tbis volume the minutes extend to the 25th February,) 329 to 383
Germain to Haldimand (separate). Relative to a claim made by

Lieut, Schalch for engineering service at St, John's, (See B, 44, p, 41,) 89
The relative papers follow. 90-91
Sinclair to Brehm, The conduct of the North-West traders not satis-

factory, (An extract ; the whole letter in B, 97—2, p, 356.) 150 257

Livius to de Grey. The difficulty he meets with in obtaining a pas-

sage to Canada, 106
Haldimand to Germain (No. 57). Efforts to defend the Province.

<SeeB, 54, p. 284.) 118
Germain to Haldimand (No. 26). The effect on the rebels of the

expected movement by Clinton. (See B. 44, p. 46,) 107
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1780.

August 11,

Whitehall.

August 11,

Whitehall.

August 11,

Whitehall.

Augiist 14,

Whitehall.

August 14,

Whitehall.

September
Quebec.

Septe7iibet
Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

17,

17,

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

Cctol)er 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

Gei-main to Haldiraand (No. 27). The appointment of Major General,
Claike to the staif in Canada. (See B. 44, p. 51, the return of recruits
at 51a not in this volume.) Page 112
The same to the same (No. 28). Leave of absence to Pownall and

Finlay. (See B. 44, p. 52.) 113
The same to Major General Clarke. His appointment on the staff of

Canada. He is to embark in the " Shrewsbury," taking command of
the German recruits on board the transports. 114

Instructions (in French) to the commanding officers of the Bruns-
wick and Anhalt Zerbst recruits. 115
Knox to Clarke. Sends dispatches to Haldimand and letters to the

commanding officers of the German recruits. 11^
The same to Haldimand. With warrant for the annuity of £200 a

year to Mr. and Mrs. Deschambault, or survivor. (See B. 44, p. 53.) 117
Haldimand to Germain. Will do what he can for Mr. Cullen. (See

B. 54, p. 330.) 132
The same to the same (No. 58). The dispersion of the trade fleet,

&c. (See B. 54. p. 324.) 133
The same to the same (private). Entei'ing into details in answer to

complaints of ti-aders to the upper posts. (See B. 54, p. 412.) 140
The same to the same (private). The receipt of intercepted papers

shows the rebel intention to reduce the Province. (See B. 54, p. 400.) 152
Enclosed paper entitled " Extiact of a report of a committee ap-

pointed to prepare a letter of credence to His Most Christian Majesty,
taken with Mr. Laurens and forwarded to Governor Edwards." (For
the capture of Laurens see B. 149, p. 181). It contains; Plan of an
attack on Quebec (the Province); for the reduction of Halifax; the
importance to France is pointed out, so that help may be obtained from
that power. The document covers ten pages. 165

Translation of La Fayette's proclamation, urging the Canadians to

revolt. 175
Answer (in French with translation) of Eochambeau to the Indians

who came to Newport, dated 30th August, 1780. 181
Haldimand to Germain (private). Assurance of his acting with strict

impartiality. (See B, 54, p. 419.) 183
The same to the same (No. 59). The steps taken to raise new levies,

&c. (See B. 54, p. 331. The letter is dated 24th in this volume, appar-
ently an erior, it is dated 25th in B. 54.) 186
The same to the same (No. 60), Enclosing a letter from Colonel

Johnson. (See B. 54, p. 338.) 194
The same to the same (No. 61), The change in the minds of many of

the priesthood since France was known to have joined the rebels. (See
B. 54, p. 339.) 195
The same to the same (No. 62). The enormous expenses at the upper

posts. (See B. 54, p. 343.) 199
Abstracts of accounts enclosed. 205a 206
Various accounts for materials for works at Detroit, for Indian De-

partment, &c. 207 to 253
Haldimand to Germain (No. 63). Sends returns of provisions. (See

B. 54, p. 348.) 254
The returns follow:

(For dispatch 64 of this date, see B. 54, p. 350 and Q. 18, p. 57.)
Haldimand to Germain (No, 65), Is sending prisoners to England,

(See B, 54. p, 351.) 259
Eoturn of prisoners taken on board rebel privateers and landed at

Quebec on the 26th of June, 1780. 263
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1780.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

Haldimand to Germain (No. 66). Eespecting the purchase of Sorel.

(See B. 54, p. 354). Page 266
Letter to Lord North on the same subject of the same date. 26*7

Haldimand to Germain (No. 67). Transmitting minutes of Council.

Long detail as to the artificial raising of the price of wheat, &c. TSee

B 54, p. 354.) '270

GovEKNOR Haldimand, 1780.

Q. 17—2.
1780.

April 12,

Quebec.

July 2,

Niagara.

October 17,

Quebec.

October 19,

Montreal.

October 21,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

Journals of the Legislative Council continued from Q. 17-1 beginning on
26th February to date. • Pages 384 to 458

Ordinances passed by Council. 459 to 657
Estimate by Guy Johnson, of Indian goods for a year's consump-

tion. 717a
Eeturn of barrack bedding wanted for 1781. 711

Eequisition for Indian presents for 1781. 712

Holland to Germain. With muster rolls and general details of the
German troops. 742
Muster rolls, &c., 742a, b, c, d.

John 8chank to Haldimand. Sends demands for naval stores. (See
B. 141, p. 294.) 691
Tne lists, of same date, enclosed. (See B. 141, p. 290.) 693-697-699
Haldimand to deGrey. Will do what he can for Capt. McKinnon. 658

Demand for material and stores, for works and barracks in Canada, to

be carried on during 1781. 701
Return of articles wanted for the Quartermaster General's Depart-

ment. 709
Haldimand to Germain (private.) That he has shipped timber fit for

the navy yards. (See B. 54, p. 350.) 659
Same to Knox (private). Has received extracts of letters from

Christopher Somer to Joseph Galloway, about the back posts of Virginia
and Pennsylvania. (See B. 55, p. 15, where the date is given as the
24th.) 661
Same to the same. The safe arrival of Indian presents by the

" Bridgewater." (See B. 55, p. 16.) 663
Lists of naval stores, &c., by " Bridgewater." 659a-6596-660
Haldimand to Knox. Has received letter recommending Mr.

Kehoe. 665
Same to Germain (No. 68). Describes the conduct and character of

Allsopp, &c. (See B. 54, p. 383.) 666
Same to the same (No. 69). Asking interference on behalf of Ursuline

Nuns, Three Rivers. (See B. 54, p. 388). 672
Same to the same"(No. 70), Giving details of Indian expeditions, &c.

(See B. 54, p. 389.)
"

674
Sameto the8ame(No. 71). Transmitting requisitions for stores. (See

B. 54, p. 394.) 680
Detailed lists. 681 086
Same to the same (No. 72). The capture of Forts Anne and Geoj-ge,

by Major Carleton. (See B. 54, p. 395.) 718
Theie is a postscript (not in B. 54) reporting the success of Sir John

Johnson on the Mohawk River ; that he had destroyed the settlements of
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1780.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 31,

Quebec.

October —

,

Detroit.

November 10.

November 20,

Quebec.

Scohary and Stone Arabia, he had laid waste a great extent of country.

He had come off victorious in several engagements with the enemj', in

one of which (near Stone Arabia) he had killed a Colonel Brown,
a notorious rebel and 100 officers and men. Many of his own missing will

no doubt find their way to Oswego or Niagara. Page 720
Return of the killed and wounded under Major Carleton, 11th

October. 722
Return of rebels killed and taken on the expedition to the Mohawk

and return of killed, wounded and missing of Sir John Johnson's detach-

ment. 723
Haldimand to Germain (No. 73). The want of a supply of rum,

&c. (See B. 54, p. 397.) 724
List of medicines wanted, 725
Repi-esentation of Day, Commissary General, of the want of rum. 730
Haldimand to Germain (No. 74). Leave of absence to Captain

Dunlop. (See B. 54, p. 398.) 731
Same to the same (No. 75). The necessity for an early supply of

provisions. (See B, 55, p. 17.) 733
Return of provisions required, 734a
Estimate of Indian goods, &c., for a year's consumption at Detroit,

signed by A. S. de Peyster, 715
Riedesel to Willoc, Memorandum respecting the Brunswick prisoners

of war taken in 1777. 743
Haldimand to Germain (No. 76). Non-arrival of the fleet, (See B.

55, p. 18.) 736
A postcript reports the arrival of a ves.sel from Halifax, which sailed

in compan}' with H. M. S. "Garland," the latter had struck on a rock
and returned to Halifax. No ships were seen as the vessel came up the

Gulph. 740

1780.

FeViruary, 15,

Michilli-

makinak.

August 8,

London.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 29,

Quebec.

November 9,

Kew York.

Governor Haldimand, 1781.

Q. 18.

Sinclair to Germain. That the circular has been received and assis-

tance will be given to Brigadier General Campbell. Page 7

Harley & D/ummond to Cochrane, Raspscting the supply of speciefor

the service of the Crown in Canada. Enclosed in letter from Cochrane
to Haldimand of 1st June, 1781. 79
Haldimand to Germain (No. (54). Respecting shipment of timber.

(See B. 54, p. 350 ; the letter is not in Q. 17 in its proper place.) 57
Ailsopp to Germain. That the proceedings of the Council being in

his opinion in violation of the King's instructions, he has been obliged

to enter his dissent on the journals and now addresses His Lordship.

He asks that all the proceedings be read and that an impartial inquiry
be made on the spot as no dependence can be placed on information now
Iransmitted. Trusts that reports sent against him may not act to his

prejudice. His public services, yet in spite of these he has been hardly
dealt with, instances of which treatment he gives. He has been patient

under his treatment and has not troubled His Lordship with complaints.

States that a letter addressed to him was opened and closed with a

wafer. He is either worthy or not of a seat in the Council, but that is

for His Majesty to determine. The Indian expenditure extravagant, but

the accounts are only audited by a part of the Council, not the best

qualified to check such accounts, &c. 1

Sir Henry Clinton to Haldimand. Copy of letter received in cypher.

That an attempt against Canada is probably intended as soon as the
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1780.

November 20,

Niagara.

November 21,

Quebec.

November, 22,

Arlington.

November 28,

Quebec.

November 28,

Quebec.

December 12,

Arlington.

December 19,

New York.

December 20,

Quebec.
1781.

February 3,

Whitehall.

February 13,

London.

March 9,

Sunderland.

March 10,

Sunderland.

March 20,

Whitehall.

winter is so setinas to render naval operations improbable. Is inclined

to believe that there is a combination in Canada to join the French. The
armament intended against Cnnada must trust for provisions to the

country. Suggests that the inhabitants be deprived of everything of
that sort except what is required for the support of their families.

Page 130
Guy Johnson to Germain (No. 16), Has reported the good conduct

of the Indians, which continues; their services under Sir John Johnson.
During the campaign they have killed and taken 14 rebel officers and
316 men and destroyed 714 houses and granaries full of grain, with 680
head of horses and cattle, 6 small forts and several mills, which atforded

the rebels the most convenient supplies. Hopes to retain the Delawares
who have been tampered with. The good conduct of the Oneidas since

their retui-n to allegiance; the few who remain with the rebels can be

of little use to them. The arrangement for settling the Indian officers

during the wintei'. Indian parties shall be sent out. General remai-ks

on the good conduct of his officers. 212
Haldimand to Knox. Respecting additional Indian arms. 8

Chittenden to Governor Clinton. Transmits copy of his letter to

Congiees, 25th July. (See B. 175, p. 60, the letter to Congress is in the

same volume, p. 26.) 163
Haldimand to Germain (No. 81). Eespecting the policy of giving

the merchants credit for bills of exchange. (See B 55, p. 32). 65
Same to John Robinson, treasury. The difficulty of getting

money for bills of exchange, except by giving credit. (See B. 59, p.

81.)
_

68
Chittenden to Governors Turnbull and Hancock, Transmits his letter

to Congress of 25th July. (See B. 175, letter to Turnbull, p. 62, to

Hancock, p. 66.) 165-169

Hamilton to Germain. That his misfortune of failing would be
doubled ifhe could not acquit himself The treachery and ingratitude ofthe

Canadians were the cause. His strict imprisonment in Virginia was the

reason for not informing His Lordship ; so soon as his exchange is

effected he shall proceed to England for orders, but as he is on parole he
must await an exchange. 9
Haldimand's insti-uctions respecting negotiations with Vermont,

(The document is endorsed " Instructions to Isle aux Noix.") 155
Grey Elliot to Benjamin Thompson, The Lords of Trade desire Ger-

main to ascertain the reason why Haldimand did not communicate to

the Council the royal instructions he had received, 12

Merchants of London to Germain. For more efficient convoys for the

Quebec trade. 14
A second memorial on the same subject and of the same date, pointing

out the great hindrances to their trade. 16
Ethan Allen to Samuel Huntington. Enclosing two letters from

Beverly Robinson, (See B. 175 p. 71; the letters from Beverly Robinson
are in the same volume, pp. 19 and 22.) 173

Ira Allen to the same. Sends, in his private capacity, an Act of

the State of Vermont laying jurisdictional claim to lands therein speci-

fied, with extract of an Act purporting to be articles of union between
Vermont and a convention held at Cornish in February last. Informa-
tion sent by a New York member of Congress respecting the transfer of

lands fi'om Virginia and its bearing on the case of Vermont. (See B.

175 p. 75.)
^

178

Germain to Haldimand (No. 29), Dispatches received ; his demands
shall be complied with. (See B. 44, p. 64.) 19
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1781.

March 22,

Whitehall.

April 2,

Whitehall.

April 12,

Whitehall.

April 12,

Whitehall.

April 16,

Whitehall.

April 28,

Portsmouth.

April 28,

Portsmouth.

May 4,

Whitehall.

May 8,

Cork.

May 11,

Isle aux Noix.

May 15,

Quebec.

May 17,

Quebec.

May 21,

Quebec.

May 21,

Quebec.

May 22,

Isle aux Noix,

May 25,

Isle aux Noix,

May

Gei-main to Haldimand (No. 30). Cramah^ to come to England, his

presence being necessary to the passing the accounts of the Province.

(In B. 44, p. 65, this letter is dated the 2l8t.) Pag.- 21

The letter from Sir Thomas Mills da ed 19th March, on which the

order was sent is appended. 22
Germain to Haldimand (private). Eecommending Ensign Kennedy for

proraotion. (See E. 44, p. 67.) 24
The application from Mr. Murray, Solicitor-General for Scotland, on

behalf of Kennedy. 25
Germain to Haldimand (No. 31). Storeships ready for sea, &c. (See

B. 44, p. •72.) 28
Same to same (No. 32). The King's satisfaction with his conduct an

Commander-in-Chief. (See B. 44, p. 81.) 37
Same to same (separate). That Captain Willoc be continued in his

former situation. (See B. 44, p. 85.)
" 41-47

Willoc to . That he has written to Germain. Asks his influence

and also to have the title of Aide-de-Camp changed to thai of
secretary. 45
Same to Germain. Eiedesel writes that he may be delayed in getting

fiom New York to Canada. He (Willoc) is al raid th.it if he reaches

Canada befoi-e word of Riedesel having left New York is received, he
(Willoc) may lose his appointment. Asks for an order that he is to be
attached to the German troops. 43
Germain to Haldimand (secret). That M. de Luzerne has received

instructions from the French court to dissuade Congress from making
any attack on Canada till they have driven the King'w troops out of the

thirteen Pi-ovinces. (See B. 44, p. 86.) 49
Major-General Clarke to Knox (?) will deliver dispatches to Haldimand.

Is to sail by the " Pandora," 51

Infoimaiiou of the State of Vermont by Colonel (Ira) Allen. (A
certified copy of letter by Sherwood to which no date is attached. "^Fhe

letter dated is in B. 176, p. 76.) 18a
Mathews to Sherwood. The flag of truce is a device by Vermont to

gain time. (See B. 179, p. 32.) 189
Haldimand to Sherwood. Colonel Allen to be informed that he

(Haldimand) has full power to otter terms. (See B. 179, p. 36.) 192
Mathews to the same. How he is to deal with Allen's propositions

about the cartel. (See B. 179, p. 40.) 196

Same to same. Transmitting Haldimand's sentiments respecting
Vermont. (See B. 179. p. 39.) 198

Ira Allen does not know when commissioners will be sent or if they
will have full power to settle on a reunion with Britain; the idea <)f

neutrality must first be adopted. It is impossible at once to bring over a

prejudiced populace; one half of the Assembly and a number of the

Council are ignorant of the plans. The aftair must be gently and
cautiously managed. He will engage that Haldimand will hear from
them about the middle of July, when he thinks the commissionei's will

be sent to exchange prisoners with powei* to settle whether Vermont is

to be united or not. The signals he proposes for communicating. 201
Substance of what passed in conference with Colonel Ira Allen,

between the 8th and 25th May. (See B. 180, p. 59, in which the

journal begins on the 7th. The two documents are substantially alike,

that in B. 180 being a little fuller.) 139
No signature nor address. The writer had broken out of Northampton

gaol on the 23rd December ; his arrival in New York, and in February
brought letters to General (Ethan) Allen at Arlington, but returned
to New York without an answer. Proposals received from Allen to
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1781.

June 1,

Quebec.

June 10,

Quebec.

June 11,

Quebec.

June 12,

Quebec.

June 12,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

July 5,

Quebec.

July 6,

Quebec.

July 7,

Quebec.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 26,
'

Whitehall.

join Britain on certain terms ; respecting the territories to be con-

firmed to Yermont ; suspects that Allen has gone to collect troops to

ensnare Haldimand's foi-ces. The differences of opinion respecting the

negotiations and the terms stipulated for by those in favour of reunion.

Preparations riaking to defend Vermont against any attack. Page 204
John Cochrane to Haldimand. The impossibility of raising money by

bills of exchange, without giving credit. (See B. 201), p. 8.) 74
The letter from Jlarley & Drummond to Grordon, forbidding him to

give credit follows. 77
An extract of a letter from Harley & Drummond of 8th August, 1780

to the same effect. 79
Haldimand to Germain (No. 83.) The appointment to the staff of

Major General Clarke. (See B 54, p. 38.) 52

Same to same (No. 84). Dispatches received. Has signified to

Pownall and Finlay that they have been granted leave of absence. (See
B. 55, p. 39.) 54
Same to John Eobinson, Treasury. That Harley & Diummond

have given positive orders to discontinue giving credit on bills of

exchange. (See B. 59, p. 83.) 71

Same to Cochrane. The instructions of Harley & Drummond pre-

vent giving credit on bills of exchange. (See B 209, p. 86.) 82

Same to Germain (No. 85.) Has received dispatches. (See B
55, p. 39.) 55

Same to same (No. 86). Cramah^ will be sent as ordered to facilitate

the passing of his accounts. (See B 55, p. 40.) 59

Same to Knox. Kespecting the pension of M. Deschambault and
his wife. (See B 55, p. 49.) 60

Same to Germain (No. 87). Concerning the policy of granting
bills of exchange. (See B. 55, p. 40.)

"

62
Restrictions on the Eemitters' Agent (John Cochrane) in disposing of

bills of exchange on credit. 85
Haldimand to Germain (No, 88.) Sending dispatches that were

prepared last November, but not sent owing to detention of the ships

by ice. (See B. 55, p. 41.)

Same to same (No. 89).

fleet. (See B 55, p. 52).

Same to same (No. 90.)

55, p. 54.)

Sending duplicates. No word of the Cork
102

Sends minutes, &c., of the Council. (See B.

105

Minutes of the Council as a Council of State from 5th December, 1779,

to 30th April, 1781. Ill

Minutes of the Legislative Council from 13th April, 1780, to 30th

April. 1781. 116

Haldimand to Knox. Information of dispatches being sent by
different vessels. 209
Same to Germain (most private.) Arrangements with Chittenden

and Ethan Allen for a cartel, to be made use of for negotiations with
Vermont. (See B. 55, p. 58) 132

Same to same. Leave of absence to Lieut. Delgarno ; he carries

dispatches, 211
Same to same (pi'ivate.) Should Cramah^ not return, Lieut.

-

Colonel Caldwell has applied for the office of Lieut, Governor, who is a
fit per&on, but suggests Hamilton to His Majesty ; his impartiality, as

he knows and values Caldwell pei'sonally, and has only a slight acquaint-

ance with Hamilton; his knowledge of the country and the people, 216
Germain to Haldimand (No. 33.) Victuallers ready for sea, &c. (See

B. 44, p. 105.) 93
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1781.

July 31,

Whitehall.

August 20,

Quebec.

September 29,

Quebec.

October 18,

Quebec.

No date.

1782.

April 9,

London.

Knox to Haldimand (most secret.) The French Court has refused to

send out more troops. (See B. 44, p. 110. In the calendar of the Haldi-

mand papers the date is printed as May 31st, but the letter follows in

its true place after July 26th. Page 99

Haldimand to G-ermain (]S"o. 91.) English and Irish fleets arrived in

the St. Lawrence. (See B. 55, p. 02.) 223
Eiedesel to Knox. Thanks for obtaining forage money for the officers

of the Convention Army for three years to make up their losses. Some
are exchanged, but some are still in the enemy's hands, who will require

an allowance until exchanged, &c., &c. 219
Willoc to Germain. Had delivered the dispatches ; has not yet been

appointed, but hopes to be so, and trusts to deserve His Lordship's
countenance. 222

Queries and answers respecting the terms to be made with Ver-
mont. 160

Eeport of the party sent by the commissioners to learn the report of
the rebel flag. 207
Cramah^ to Shelburne. Had left Quebec on the 23rd October; had

presented his papers to the Treasury, but his presence was not so urgent
as represented. Is ready to give information about the Province. (This
letter is misplaced ; it should be among those for the year 1182.) 26

1781.
June 20,

Exeter.

July 10,

Sunderland.

August 2 to 18,

Loyal Block
House.

August 3,

Philadelphia.

August 7,

Philadelphia.

August 9,
" Royal
George, " Lake
Champlain.

August 10,

Quebec.

August 14,

Philadeljihia.

August 16,

Quebec.

August 18,

Philadeiphia.

Governor Haldimand, 1782.

Q. 19.

M. Weare, Clerk of Assembly, New Hampshire, toCongi-ess. Protests

against the delay in settling the claims of New Hampshire. (B. 175. p.

88.) Page 79
Ira Allen to Haldimand. Eeports the proceedings of the Legislature

of Vermont. (B. 175, p. 90.) 58
Extracts of letters from Messrs. A. & B. August 2. Perplexities as to

Allen's conduct. (The letter is in B. 176, p. 192, from Sherwood to

Mathews). August 9, Pay as unprepared as Allen to close. August 10.

Fuy is either perfectly honest or a perfect Jesuit. (B. 176, p. 207.)
August 15. The news proves that Vermont is helping her rebel neigh-

bours; Faydenies this. (B. 176, p. 220.) August 18. C and B's report
diff'ers fi-ora others. Fay's apparent sincerity, &c. 73 to 78
Representation from the delegates for the State of New York, of the

case of that State against the claims set up by the people of the State of

Vermont. (B. 175, p. 120.) 82
Eesolutions ofCongress respecting a committee to confer with Vermont.

(B. 175, p. 99.) 90
Joseph Fay to Haldimand (private). Having written on the subject

of the exchange of prisoners, wishes to write on one of more import-
ance. (B. 175, p. 104.) 63

Du Calvet to Ellis, It is dated " A 1' Inquisition du tyran Haldimand"
(in French.) Transmits memorial and prays for protection, &c. 254
Note apparently transmitting the memorial, by Louis Jussomme. 256
Jonas Fay, Ira Allen and Bez. Woodward, sending to Congress a

duplicate of their commission to attend. (B. 175, p. 109.) 93
Haldimand to Messrs. A, & B. (Sherwood and Smyth) (private.) Has

received Fay's letter ; is disappointed, he has not fuller powers. (B. 179,

p. 92, in which the letter is addressed to Sherwood and Smyth.) 67
Proposals from the agents for Vermont to Congress. (B. 175, p.

115.) 96
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1781.

Aupfust 18,

Philadelphia.

August 20.

September 8,

Quebec.

September 19,

Quebec.

September 20,

Skenes-
borough.

September 20,

Skenes-
borough.

September 21,

Quebec.

September 21,

Quebec.

September 30,

Quebec.

September
Quebec.

October 5,

Quebec.

October 9,

Berthier.

October 9,

Quebec.

October 19,

Quebec.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 22,

Quebec.

Questions proposed by Congress to the agents for Vermont with the
answers. (B. 175, p. ill.) Page 100

Resolutions of Congress respecting the boundaries claimed by Ver-
mont. (B. 175, p. 118.) The Committee was appointed on the 17th. 104
Haldimand to Knox. The chief part of the trade and Cork fleets in

harbour; the rest at hand. (See B. 54, p. 63.) 3
Same to Germain. Acknowledges the receipt of Acts passed in

Parliament relative to trade. (See B. 55, p. 86.) 38
Proposals by Secret Commissioners on the part of Vermont. (B. 175,

p. 137.) 107

Queries from Capt. A. to the Commissioners of Vermont with their

answers. (B. 175, p. 139, in which the name is given as Sherwood). 109

Riedesel to Germain. Has arrived on the 13th, with the exchanged
officers and men, al)out 800 in all. Haldimand has given him the com-
mand of the German ti-oops; re-establishing the Brunswick troops to

the number thej'- h;id when they crossed Lake Champlain. The battal-

ions are weak; had Washington not broken his promise 40 officers more
could have been brought, and if Clinton could have exchanged the
prisoners now four years in captivity he could have brought 300 more
troops, so that the troops of Brunswick, would now be 3,000 effectives,

but being disappointed by a breach of public faith on the part of the
enemy and the difficulty of making an exchange he must do the best he
can. Thanks for the douceur to the officers, equal to forage money for

losses, &c. His satisfaction at the approval of his conduct but represents
the rank over him given to Clarke, his junior. Gives an instance of
Sir Henry Clinton's kindnes to him in similar circumstances. 5
Mabane to Haldimand. The need for a hospital at Quebec ; the office

he holds is unpaid, &c. 124
A. to Mathews. Transmits information respecting proceedings with

Vermont. (B. 175, p. 141, in which the letter is signed, J. Sher-
wood. 112

Riedesel to Germain. Returns thanks for kindness ; the alacrity of
Admiral Graves in (supplying a convoy and the good services of Elphin-
stone and Chamberlayn employed on the duty. 174

Proclamation to the principal men and inhabitants of Vermont, sent

by Haldimand to Sherwood, but never issued. (B. 179, p. 135.) 54
De Speth to Riedesel. Sends memorial from the officers of the

Brunswick troops to be forwarded to Germain. 176
Riedesel to Germain. Forwards petition from the officers of the Bruns-

wick tioops with his recommendation. , 177
The petition follows. 179
Haldimand to Germain. Will do what he can for Ensign Kennedy.

(See B. 55, p. 81.) 12
Same to same. Willoc continued in his former situation with the

German troops. (See B. 55, p. 85.) 14
Same to Knox. Has received invoices, &c., of Indian presents. (See

B. 55, p. 69). . 15
Same to Germain (No. 92). Has received instructions as to the

subsistence of prisoners of war. (See B. 55, p. 86.) 20
Same to same (No. 93). Transmitting duplicates of the Minutes of

Council. (See B. 55, p. 87). 22
Same to same (No. 94.) Had received dispatches by General Clarke.

(B. 55, p. 92.) 30
Same to the same (No. 95). Ti-ansmitling Major General Clarke's

application for forage money. (See B. 55, p. 95.) 34
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178L

October 22,

Quebec.

October 22,

Quebec.

October 22,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebea

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 27,

Ticonderoga.

November 18,

Quebec.

November 23,

Quebec.

November 23,

Quebec.

1782.

January 2,

Whitehall.

February 20,

London.

February 21,

Quebec.

February 22,

Quebec.

March 5,

Quebec.

The application, dated 19th September, is attached. Page 36
Haldimand to Germain. Leave of absence to Brigadier General Eau-

schenplat. 39
Same to Knox, Introduces Mr. Pollard. (See B. 55, p. 71.) 40

Same to Germain (No. 97). The enemy's intentions against the Pro-
vince have been diverted. (B. 55, p. 96.) 45
Same to same. Introduces Sir John Johnson. (See B. 55, p. 86.) 42

Acknowledges dispatches, &c. (B. 55,

43
Same to same (No. 96.)

p. 96.)

Same to same (most private). Sends duplicates of the negotiations

with Vermont. (B. 55, p. 109.) 48
Same to same (No. 98). Success of Brant over a part of Clark's

army assembling on the Ohio. (B. 55, p. 98.) 116

Same to same (No. 99). Has taken the only step possible towards
closing the hospital at Quebec. (B. 55, p. 100.) 119
Note to Mabane withdrawing his appointment to the hospital, dated

20th September. 123
Haldimand to Germain (No. 100). The state of provisions in Canada

has removed impediments to military operations. (B. 55, p. 103.) 127

Same to same (No. 101). Transmitting requisitions from the different

departments. (B. 55, p. 103.) 129
Demand for materials and stores of same date. 132 to 161
Haldimand to Germain (secret). Has received information that the

French Court advises Congress not to attack Canada. (B. 55, p. 108.) 167
Same to same (No. 102). The only plan for controlling the expenses

of the Indian Department. (B. 55, p. 105.) 162
Same to same. Leave of absence to Finlay and Cuthbert. (B. 55,

p. 85.) 169
Same to Knox. That he has transmitted requisitions from the different

departments. 170
Extract respecting the sending of a letter relating to Vermont but

no names given, (The letter in full with the names, is in B. 176,

p. 318.) 305
Other extracts on the same subject, including the proceedings of the

Vermont Assembly, are given in full in the volumes in series B., begin-

ning at volume 176. 305 to 319
Haldimand to Germain. The critical situation of affairs to the south-

ward prevents the Vermonters from declaring themselves. (B, 55,

p. 121.) 299
Same to same (No. 103), Detachments sent to the frontiers. (B. 55,

p. 125.) 320
Same to same (most secret). The effect on the minds of the Cana-

dians of the French alliance. (B. 55, p. 129.) 268

Germain to Haldimand (No. 34). Is gl&,d to hear of the negotiations

with Vermont being in so fair a train. (See B. 50, p. 98.) 1

Cuthbert to Ellis. Asks for an interview to state his complaint for

waste and damage suffered on his estates. 228
Account follows. 231
Haldimand to Cochrane. Remarks on the title of Cochrane's accounts

&c. (B 209, p. 89.) 280
Cochrane to Mathews. Declines to enter into a controversy with

Haldimand. (B. 209, p. 18.) 283
Haldimand to Germain (most private). Details of transactions with

the agents for the remitters. (B. 55, p. 143.) 275
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1782.

March 5,

Quebec.

March 13,

Quebec.

March 15,

Whitehall.

March 18,

Whitehall.

March 23,

Whitehall.

March —

.

April 7,

London.

April 22,

Whitehall.

April 22,

Whitehall.

April 22,

Whitehall.

April 27,

Whitehall.

April 28,

Portsmouth.

June 5,

Whitehall.

June 5,

Quebec.

June 19,

Fort St.

John's.

July 3,

Quebec.

July 4,

Quebec.

Haldimand to Germain (No. 105). Miscarriage of dispatches by the

shipwreck of a vessel below Bic. (B. 55, p. 141.) Page 285
Memorandum by Livius to the Secretary of State respecting persons

impi-isoned in Canada and held without trial. 171

List of prisoners in the military prison of Quebec, 173

Ellis to Haldimand (No. 1). Demands for supplies complied with,

&c. (B. 45, p. 5.)
_

182
Same to Sir John Johnson. Transmitting the Eoyal Commission as

Superintendent General of Indians. (B. 116, p. 3.) 186

Same to Haldimand. Joshua Winslow appointed paymaster at Quebec.
(B. 45, p. 6.) 188

Minute respecting the Savoyard priests for Canada. 184
Li'^'ius to Shelburne. His appointment as Chief Justice in Quebec

;

his hardships on attempting to cross and reasons for delay in returning

to resume his duties. Encloses letters to explain the cause of his dis-

missal by Carleton. 190

The letters follow; respecting the bankruptcy of Carignan, the relation

of Dobie towards the transaction, the merits of the case in court,

&c. 194-200

Shelbm-ne to Haldimand (No. 1). The appointment of Sir John John-
son as Indian Superintendent. (B. 45, p. 17.) 212
Same to Eiedesel. Is pleased at his release and that he is satis-

fied with the attention he received on his way to Canada. Regrets that

the military arrangement should have given him cause of complaint,

but he shall do everything to make his situation agreeable. Explains the

cause of the grant of batt. and forage money. 222

Same to Haldimand (most secret). That a French fleet is preparing
at Brest for America. (B. 45, p. 38.) 257

Same to the same (No 2). Hamilton, late Lieut.-Governor at Detroit, to

succeed Cramah^ at Quebec ; Hay to succeed at Detroit, (B 45,

p. 46.) 264
Brigadier General Maclean to Shelburne. Requesting that orders be

given for the sailing of the convoy, the wind being fair. The apparent
cause of the delay. 225

Shelburne to Haldimand (No. 3). That the four Savoyard priests are-

to embark in the " Amazon." 266

Haldimand to Hon. Welbore Elice (sic) (No. 1). Acknowledging
receipt of the intimation that he has been appointed Secretary of State.

(B. 55, p. 147.) 289

St. Leger to . Calling attention to his sei-vices, and asking
that certain allowances should be made to him, the same as other officers

receive, 353-

Guy Johnson to Shelburne, Congratulations on his appointment;
hopes that his correspondence will be honoured by the attention of His
.Loi-dship, His increased labours since the invasion of the Six Nation
country and his retirement to Niagara have prevented him from writing

so often as before"; sends duplicates of letters to the previous Minister.

Has been called here on account of the charges against certain Indian

traders. Hopes his case may not be prejudiced, but that His Lordship's

jtidgment may be suspended. Believes the Indians will be satisfied with

a gradual leduction in their allowances, &c. 325
The duplicate of No, 17 to Germain, dated 11th October, 1781, was

enclosed, 330
Also a " Review of Colonel Johnson's transactions at Niagara," dated

3 July, 1782. 334
Haldimand to Pollock, Acknowledging receipt of Shelburne's dis-

patches, (B, 55, p, 152.) 352
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.1782.

July 12.

July 31,

Whitehall.

July 31,

Whitehall.

July —

,

Sorel.

Xo date.

No date,

Sorel.

1780.

March 20,

Montreal.

March 20,

Quebec.

March 27,

Montreal.

April 18,

Quebec.

June 6,

Quebec.

June 6,

Quebec

June 10,

Quebec.

July 18,

Chambly.

July 30,

Chambly.

September 7,

Montreal.

Report by the master of the "Enterprize," letter of marque by which
Haldimand's dispatches were sent from Quebec on the 7th of June.

Page 358
Townshend to Haldimand. The alarming reports ofCanada in previous

letters; the better reports by Captain Eobertson. (B. 45, p. 54.) 293
Same to same (most secret). Expedition to the West Indies from New-

York. (B. 45, p: 53.) 297
Riedesel to Shelburne. Thanks for congratulations on his return.

Calls attention again to Major Greneral Clarke being given precedence
although Jiis junior in the service. 346

Meraoi-ial by Mary Hay, wife of Charles Hay, respecting the case of
her husband, a prisoner. 234
Copy of a previous memorial to Ellis, dated 20th February, is

appended. 238
Riedesel to Shelburne. Congratulates him on his appointment as

Secretary of State, &c. 348

Governor Haldimand, 1782.

Q. 20.

Deposition (in French) of Joseph Trudel, of Chateauguay, in respect
to James Kenney, sent to him by Caseaux, of Montreal, to bo passed into

the rebel Colonies. (Enclosed in letter from Brigadier Maclean of 27th
of March.) Page 23
Other documents relating to Kenney, Hay and Oazeau. 25 to 35
F. LeMaistre to Cuthbert. That orders have been sent to cut firewood

on his land. (B. 225-1, p. 150.) 86
.

Brigadier Allan Maclean to Mathews. Encloses the declaration of
Joseph Trudell, and of the Indian who was to have been Kenny's guide.
Kenny is obstinate, but the papers show that it was at Charles Hay's
instigation Kenny was going to the rebels. Hay has always been in

his heart an archrebel ; his brother is a quartermaster among the re-

bels. Statement respecting Kenny's connection with Hay; his trans-

actions with Cazeau, his ignorance of the business of stave cutting on
which it was pretended he was sent; he did not reach the woods till

every one else was done cutting. Thinks Kenny should be sent to

Quebec, where Hay is already. 20
Declaration by William Flood, that Charles Hay is corresponding

with the rebels. (For other statements by Flood, see B. 184-2, pp. 521,

523, 525, 526, 535, 536, 541, 544.) 172
Haldimand to Cuthbert. The King's service requires speedy com-

munication : has, therefore, renewed the order to build a bridge of boats
over the River Borthier. 104
Same to Twiss (extract). 'Respecting a complaint from Cuthbert in re-

gard to the inconvenience that will be caused by a floating bridge over
the River Berthier. (B. 154, p. 268, where the whole letter is given.) 105
Same to the same (extract). He is to build a standing bridge. (The

letter in full in B. 154, p. 272.) 106
Major Carleton to Haldimand. The plots in Montreal and how they

can be disconcerted. (An extract. The whole letter is in B. 205, at

page 61.) 40
Same to same. The rebel party in Montreal waiting the arrival of

DuCalvet. (B. 205, p. 64.) 42
Boyer Pillon to Washington (in French). That three-fourths of the

Province are in favour of the Americans. (B. 205, p. 70.) Acknowledged
by Pillon to have been written by him. 81

6a—
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1780.

September 8,

Montreal.

September 24,

St. John's.

September 26,

Montreal.

November 14,

St. John's.

No date.

1781.

February 21.

February 21,

St. John's.

February 21,

St. John's.

February 21,

St. John's.

February 24,

St. John's.

May 1,

September —
1782.

February 16,

Quebec.

April —

,

April 23,

Whitehall.

June 7,

Upper San-
dusky.

June 7,

Sandusky.

June 8,

Upper San-
dusky.

June 11,

Sandusky.

June 12,

Detroit.

June 13,

Sandusky.

Boj^er Pillon (in French) to the Congress at Philadelphia. Asks for

a commission for his son. (B. 205, p. 74.) This letter was also acknow-
ledged by Pillon. Page 78
Major Carleton to Mathews. Sending intercepted letters written by

Pillon, &c. (B. 205, p. 81.) 44
Maclean to the same. Arrest of Pillon. DuCalvet gone to Quebec

;

steps to have him arrested. (B. 205, p. 83.) 36
Examination of Joseph Dufort, fils, taken before Edward W. G-ray,

Shei-iif, Major Carleton and Captain LeMaistre, implicating Pillon,

Pritchard, Lalaine and others, in seditious practices, with minute
details. 46
The examination on the 15th of Pierre Charland, also implicating

Pritchard. 62
Examination of Michel Hamel on the same subject. 71
Copy of a French song which can be read in a double sense, with

secret intelligence written in ink. (B, 205, p. 392.) 80

Pillon to LaFayette (in French). The general desire to be assisted

by him; signed Boyer. (B. 205, p. 37.) Acknowledged by Pillon. 84
Sworn statement of William Ferris respecting rebel sympathisers on

the Chambly. 173
Deposition of John Gipson respecting correspondence between Med-

kiff (Metcalfe) DuCalvet and the rebels. (For further correspondence
respecting Metcalfe see B. 184-2, from page 547 onwards ; see also B.

205 for DuCalvet.) 177
Sworn statement of William Bell, respecting rebel sympathisers,

Charland, DuCalvet and Pillon, and the manner of Charland's arrest. 178
Sworn information by Stephen Ducolau, where and by whom the rebel

scouts are concealed in the neighbourhood of Chambly. 181

Sworn statement of Caleb Closson of being engaged by Hamel of St.

John's to pilot Dufour to the rebels by way of Chambly. 186
Cuthbert to Haldimand. For leave of absence for twelve months.

The leave asked for is granted by letter of 3rd May. 107
Riedesel to Germain. Respecting his claim to seniority in the com-

mand. 407
Minutes of the Legislative Council fi'om 2nd February to darte. 225 to 262

A. & B. to E. & F. Desiring to know if they still seek a reunion with
Government. (B. 177-1, p. 339, where the names are given "Justus
Sherwood and George Smyth to Messrs. Allen (Ira) and Fay," and the

place where written, " Loyal Block House.") 115
Knox to Haldimand. That Indian presents have been shipped. (B.

50, p. 246.) 358
John Turney, Lieutenant ofEangers, to de Peyster. Reports the suc-

cess over the enemy on the 4th and 5th. (B. 123, p. 238, and B. 102, p.

68). 142-146

McKee to de Peyster, details of the fight at Sandusk3^ (B. 102, p.

70.) 154
Captain Snake sends speech from the Mingoes, Shawanese and

Delawares, asking for provisions. (B. 102, p. 72.) 152

Caldwell to de Peyster. Return of the enemy's killed and wounded,
numbering 250. (B. 102, p. 65.) 149

De Peyster to Powell. Defeat of the enemy at Sandusky, letters en-

closed. (B. 102, p. 68.) 145
Caldwell to de Peyster. Gives Girty's account of the torturing and

death of Crawford, &c. (B. 102, p. 87.) 143
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1782.

June 16,

June 23r
Detroit.

July 1,

Niagara.

July 2,

Quebec.

July 6,

Quebec.

July 11,

Quebec.

July 13,

July 14,

Berthier.

July 14,

Lanoraye.

July 14.

July 15,

Machiche.

July 16,

Quebec.

July 16,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17
Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17,

Quebec.

C. to Haldimand. Eespecting proposed personal interview at Lake
Champlain (B. 1*77-1, p. 354, where the writer's name " Ethan Allen " is

given, as well as the other names left blank here.) Page 119

De Peyster to Powell. Sends letter from Caldwell. A large en-

campment of the enemy has been seen at Tuscarawas. (B. 102, p. 86.)

An addition to the letter gives details of the enemy's force under
Irving. 144

Powell to Haldimand. Is shocked at the barbarous treatment of

Crawford by the Delawares. (B. 102, p. 103.) 140

Charles Hay to Mathews, (extract.) That Shelburne had written to

Mrs. Hay, that orders had been given for Hay's release. 188

Haldimand to Shelburne. Introducing Major Carleton. (B. 55, p.

196.) 161

G. to Haldimand. Asks for a charter uniting Vermont and the West
Union, so that a force may be raised in favour of Government. (B. 17*7-

2, p. 380, where the writer's name is given as " Jacob Lansing.") 122
Certificate and attestation (in French) by inhabitants of St. Ours,

regarding the price of wood. (B. 225— 1, p. 235.) 94
Attestation (in French) of the inhabitants of Berthier, who petitioned

for a bridge over the j-iver Berthier. (B. 225—1, p. 242.) 91
Certificate (in French) by four inhabitants of Lanoraye, of the

quantity of wood cut on their lands and on those of Mr. Cuthbert. (B. 225

—1, p. 237.) 99
Examination (in French) of notables of Berthier and St. Cuthbert,

respecting the necessity for a bridge over the river Berthier. (B. 225
—1, p. 239.) 101

Further (in French) respecting the demand of the inhabitants for a
bridge over the Eiver Berthier. (B. 225—1, p. 244.) 96
Haldimand to Shelburne (No. 1). Eelative to complaints brought

against him by Mrs. Hay, DuCalvet and Cuthbert. (B. 55, p. 152.) 1

Twiss, R. E. Remarks on a charge made by James Cuthbert against
Government for timber cut on his lands. (B. 228— 1, p. 247.) 87
Haldimand to Shelburne (No. 2.) Relating to the people of Vermont.

(B. 55, p. 165.) 108
Same to same. Has sent dispatches by Lieutenant Atkins, of the

34th Regiment. 129
Same to same (private). Statement at length of the effect of granting

credit to the merchants on bills drawn on the Treasury. (B. 55, p.

" Quebec."
I

(B.

130

55,

136

the
156

175.)

Same to same (No. 3). Dispatches sent by the

p. 170.)

Same to the same (No. 4). Recommending George Davison for

first vacancj'" in the Council. (B. 55, p. 172.)

Same to same (No. 5). Has received information of the appointment
of Sir John Johnson as Superintendent. (B. 55, p. 173.) 158
Same to same (most secret). Had received letter (most secret) that

a fleet was preparing at Brest to attack Quebec. Every preparation has
been made for defence. Means taken to send word to New York, &c. Signal
successes in the West Indies and the late season leave little to appre-
hend for this year. Prisoners of war collected for exchange. Respect-
ing his leave of absence and the impossibility of his serving under an
officer so many years his junior. (This refers to the intention to send
Carleton to Quebec, in which case Haldimand was to have leave of absence
retaining his rank.) (B. 50, p. 164.) 163
Same to same (private). Hope shall be appointed Quarter Master

General on the removal of Lieut.-Col. Carleton to the southward. (B. 55,

p. 179.) *168

6a—9^
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1782.

Aiigust 2,

Quebec.

August 8,

Quebec.

August 9,

Quebec.

August 13,

Sorel.

August 15,

Quebec.

August 15,

Quebec.

Aiigust 17,

Quebec.

August 17,

Quebec.

August 17,

Quebec.

August 17,

Quebec.

August 24,

Quebec.

August 28,

Shawanese
Country.

September 4,

Detroit.

September 6,

Isle aux Noix.

September 21,

Block House.

September 24,

Sandusky.

September 25,

New York.

H. to Haldimand. Propositions from Vermont for reunion, the terms
to be kept secret. (B. 177-2, p. 415, where the writer's name is given as

James Breakenridge.) Page 192
Haldimand to Chittenden. Releases Adial Sherwood and Lieut.

Holden (prisoners of war) on his request, and on the ground of the
liberality of the people of Vermont. Will avoid hostilities towards
that State, so long as there is no general event to make the contrary-

necessary. (B. 177-2, p. 424.) 194
Same to sarae. Hopes for a favourable result of negotiations for the

return of Vermont. (B. 177-2, p. 426.) 197
Riedesel to Townshend. Cleve repoi-ts his arrival at Halifax with

recruits, &c., and his orders to proceed to Penobscot. As no clothing or
stores have been received by the German troops for the last three years
they will be in great distress if the clothing that has arrived be not for-

warded. 410
Haldimand to Shelburne (No. 6.) Transmits additional papers re-

specting the complaints of Hay, DuCalvet and Cuthbert. (B. 55,

p. 197.) 169
(Enclosures : Flood's declaration, 18th April 1780 ; Ferris, Gipson, Bell,

Ducolau, all of 2l8t February, 1781. Closson 24th February, 1781.

Letter (extract) from Hay, 2nd July, 1782. (Calendared at respective
dates.)

Haldimand to Shelburne (No. 7). Had dispatched a messenger to

New York relative to the attairs of New York. (B. 55, p. 199.) 189
Same to same (No. 8). Sending duplicates. Reports that Congress

will listen to nothing but independence. (B. 55, p. 201.) 199
Same to same (No. 9). Transmitting the application for the salary

of the Commissioners for executing the office of Chief Justice. (B. 55

p. 204.) 205
The memorial and letter, both dated 14th August, enclosed. 207-210
Haldimand to Shelburne (most secret.) Stating the arrangements he

has made for governing the Province, should he be obliged to leave

before Carleton's arrival ; the inexperience of Major General Clarke has
induced him to send for Brigadier General Powell to take his place. The
German troops will be attended to by Riedesel, the civil department by
Hamilton, and every other branch arranged for. 213
Same to same. Introducing Captain Cullen, who has received leave

of absence. (B. 55, p. 206.) 216
Return of provisions, &c., remaining in Canada at this date, signed by

Nath. Day. 326
fMcKee to dePeyster. The large assemblage of Indians dispersed on

the news that the report of the enemy's movements was false. (B. 123,

p. 302.) 288
De Peyster to Haldimand. Sending McKee's letter, with account ofthe

defeat of the enemy by Caldwell at the Blue Licks. (B. 123, p.310.) 299
Riedesel to Shelburne. Owing to the practice of sending clothing,

&c., for the i-ecruits to the German troops along with clothing to the
Southern Army, the necessary articles for last year have not yet been
received in Canada. The great inconvenience thus caused ; the stores,

&c., could be sent by the Quebec trade fleet. 378
McKee to Caldwell. Report of a force being collected at Wheeling

for an attack on the Huron villages. (B. 123, p. 316.) 285
Caldwell to de Peyster. Two Delawares from Fort Pitt report that

1,200 had gathei-ed there to march on Sandusky. (B. 123, p. 317). 287
Carleton to Haldimand. Reports the preparations by Congress and

the Assembly of Pennsylvania to attack the Indian country. (B. 148,

p. 102). 384
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1782.

September 29,

Detroit.

October 3,

Quebec.

October 6,

Niagara.

October 8,

Montreal.

October 10,

Quebec.

October 13,

Quebec.

October 16,

Quebec.

October IG,

Quebec.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 20,

Quebec.

October 21,

Quebec.

October 21,

Quebec.

October 22,

Quebec.

October 22,

Quebec.

October 23.

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

De Peyster to Haldimand. Has given Hope and Sir J. Johnson every
information they desired. (B. 123, p. 320.) Page 295
Monk to Haldimand. That the ordinances respecting forestallers, &c.,

cease by the proclamation of the Orders in Council. Sends new proclama-
tion. (B. 203, p. 80.) -221

Proclamation 223
Dundas to Haldimand. Hope and Sir John Johnson sailed this morn-

ing. (B. 102, p. 184.) 301
Jehu Hay to Shelbirne. Had expected before this time to have been

at his post, so as to give an account of the post and settlement of Detroit;

has been ready for three months, but prevented by Haldimand from
going; he had been allowed house rent while detained. States his

services and the hardships he suffers in the delay of getting to his post.

(There is a letter to Haldimand on this subject of the same date, B.

123, p. 324.) 399
Minutes of Council concerning state business, from 20th October, 1781,

to 1st May, 1782, and from 1st May to 10th October. 263 to 268
Eeturn of provisions forwarded to Carleton Island for the upper posts

between the Ist May and date. 330
Eiedesel to Shelburne (in French). The change in the department

prevents him from asking his protection further, but calls attention to

the claims to promotion of Captain Willoc and Lieutenant Fi-eeman. 402
Same to Townshend. The inconvenience of German recruits not

being sent to their own i-egiments. The question of seniority between
him and Clarke. Carleton has sent to Canada all the Brunswick officers

exchanged by Clinton, but there are still above 1,000 privates prisoners;
asks that efforts be made for their exchange. 404
Haldimand to the same (No. 1). Acknowledging receipt of the

notice of his appointment. (B. 55, p. 225.) 217
Holland to the same. Forwards musters of the foreign troops in

Canada. The muster rolls are appended. 411
Haldimand to the same (No. 2), Transmits the ordinances passed

by the last Council, with remarks. (B. 55, p. 225.) 218
(Monk's opinion and proclamation enclosed, dated 3rd October, See

that date.)

Winter quarters for the armj'-in Canada, specifying the different posts
and the ti-oops stationed at each. 327
A separate retui-n of the same date for the upper posts. 329
Haldimand to Townshend (No. 3). Transmitting duplicates of the

papers relative to the complaints of Hay, Du Calvet and Cuthbert. (B. 55,

p. 228.) 270
Same to same (No. 4). His exertions to diminish the expenses of the

upper posts and Indians. (B. 55, p. 229.) 272
Same to same (No. 5). Transmits copies of letters from Detroit to

show how impossible it is to restrain entirely the Indians from going to

war. (B. 55, p. 233.) 279
(Letters enclosed from McKee, Caldwell, De Peyster and Dundas,

dated in Angu.>it and September, calendared at their dates.)

Haldimand to Townshend (No, 6). That he has sent all the transports
and victuallers to New York as ordered. (B. 56, p. 3.) 303
Same to same (No. 7). Sir John Johnson appointed Brigadier-

General. (B. 56, p. 4.) 305
Same to same (private). Evacuation of posts on the Atlantic;

loyalists seeking an asylum, recommends settling them on Cape Breton
and near Detroit. (B. 56, p. 21.) 310
Same to same (No. 8). Negotiations with Vermont; despondency at

rebel successes. (B. 56, p. 6.) 317
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1782.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

Octobei- 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

Haldimand to Townshend (No. 9). Preparations for closing the garri-

son hospital at Quebec. (B. 56, p. 7.) Page 319

Same to same (No. 10). Works rendered necessary by the evacua-

tion of the posts on the Atlantic. (B. 56, p. 8.) 320
Same to same (No. 11). Leave of absence to John Drummond, of the

Legislative Council, (B. 56, p. 12.) 331

Same to same. (No. 12). The capture and return to Europe of

Savoyard priests. (B. 56, p. 13.) 332
Same to same (No. 13). Has settled claim of Captain Schalk. (B.

56, p. 14.) 334
Statement of claim, 335
Haldimand to Townshend (No. 14). Enclosing copy of a letter to Lord

Keppell, and asking him to support its request. (B, 56, p. 15. The letter

to Keppell, enclosed, urging the promotion of Captains Chambers and
Schank is in B. 55, p. 208.) 337-338

Same to same (No. 15). The successes of Rodney in the West Indies

have frustrated the designs of the enemy on Canada by sea. (B. 56, p.

16). 341

Same to same (private). That in consequence of present circum-

stances, he has decided to remain in Canada for the winter. 343
Same to same (No, 16). Arrival of German troops of convention,

(B. 56, p. 18.) 346
Same to same (No, 17). Estimates for Indian presents. (B. 56, p,

19). 350
Estimate for the articles wanted. 352
Sir John Johnson to Haldimand. That ho had carefully gone over the

Indian estimates which are brought into one general estimate. The
accounts for the goods received have been laid before the examiners.

Their report is enclosed showing that there had been an enormous over-

charge. 358
Haldimand to Townshend (No. 18), Requisition sent for stores.

(B. 55, p. 20.) 360
The demands (dated 30th September) follow. 361-367

Haldimand to Knox. Relating to Indian presents and the examination
of those sent. (B. 55, p. 25.) 376
Same to the Treasury (No. 17). The steps taken to check the

enormous expenses at the upper posts. (B. 56, p. 39). 389
Same to Townshend (No. 19). The expected reinforcement from

New York. (B. 56, p. 30). 381

Same to same (No. 20). The reasons for recalling Sinclair. (B. 56,

p. 32.) 386

November 11, Same to same. Sending transports with prisoners of war. (B. 56,
Quebec. p. 34.) 396

November 26, Captain Worth to the same. Forwarding dispatches brought by
Plymouth. his ship the " Assistance." 347

List of the boxes of dispatches. 349

October 26,

Quebec.

October 26,

Quebec.

October 26,

Quebec.

October 28,

Quebec.

October 28,

Quebec.

October 28,

Quebec.

October 28,

Quebec.

October 28,

Quebec.

November 7,

Quebec.

November 8,

Quebec.

November 9,

1782.

March 21,

London.

.June 30,

Quebec.

Correspondence with Gen. Haldimand—1783.

Q. 21.

Sir .John Johnson to Haldimand. May probably have to wait for the

sailing of the fleet at the beginning of next month. (B. 115, p. 1.) 330
Du Calvet to Shelburne and Fox. (The letter is in French and dated

•' k V Inquisition du tyran Haldimand aux Recollets "). Complains of his

treatment; declares that he is ruined in health and tortune, and denies
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1782.

June 30,

Quebec.

July 31,

Quebec.

July 31,

Quebec.

September 1,

Quebec.

September 1,

Quebec.

October 1,

Quebec.

October 23,

Niagara.

October 20,

New York.

November 10,

Quebec.

November 11,

Quebec.

November 13,

Quebec.

November 14,

Quebec.

December 5,

December 16,

Niagara.

that he has ever been a traitor, &c. It covers 14 closely written pagee
of foolscap. Page 34
Du Calvet to Burke, dated as before, and enclosing the letter to

Shelburne and Fox. 49
(Another letter to Burke of 1st September, calendared at its proper

date, see also August and October.)

R. E. Bradley, memorial stating the circumstances connected with the
shooting of a sailor at sea, and asking that he and the sailor who fired

the shot may be tried. 6

(The letter sending the memorial to the Attorney General for his

opinion is in B. 203, p. TS.)

Monk, Attorney General, his opinion as to the legal course to be taken
in the trial of Captain Bradley, his mate and boatswain, for the shooting
of a sailor at sea. 8

The depositions in the case. 12 to 25
Du Calvet to Burke, (in French.) Sends copies of letters written

in June, July and August last, and asks for his intervention. 51

The same to Shelburne and Fox (in French.) Sending copies ofprevious
letters. 59

Letter of 19th August, follows. 59
Du Calvet to the Ministers and Secretaries of State (in French). Prays

for an examination into his case, and that his representations may be
considered. Has no idea of the cause of his imprisonment, &c. 55
Dundas to Haldiraand. DePeyster reports that all the scouts had re-

turned from Tuscarawas without seeing the enemy. ( B. 102, p. 208.) 30
Carleton to the same. The expedition under Potter laid aside. (B.

146, p. 47.) (Enclosed in Haldimand to Townshend (No. 27) of 14th
February 1783.) 186
Haldimand to Townshend (private). Carleton writes it is impossible

he can come to Canada this year and wholly unlikely that he ever will.

Has sacrificed his feelings to a sense of duty, but it could not be expected
after 43 years honourable service that he would voluntarily serve under
a junior. His painful position, only acting as commander until a junior

officer shall find it convenient to supersede him. Begs that measures
may be adopted during the winter to enable him to take advantage in

Spring of his leave of absence. 1

The same to the same (No. 22). Eelative to the trial of Lieutenant
Bradley for the accidental killing of a sailor by the firing of a signal. 4

(Memorial dated 31st July enclosed. Calendared at proper date.)

Haldimand to Townhend (No. 23). Relative to the salaries of the com-
missioners for executing the office of Chief Justice. (B. 56, p. 36.) 26
The same to the same (No. 24). The rebels have given up the idea

of attacking the Indian country this fall. (B. 56, p. 37.) 28
(Enclosure from Dundas, dated October 23, calendared at its proper

date.)

Resolution of Congress to compel the people of the New Hampshire
gi-ants (Vermont) who have expelled certain inhabitants, professing

themselves subjects of New York, to make restitution to them. The
names given to whom restitution is to be made are Timothy Church,
Timothy Phelps, Henry Evans and William Shuttuck, besides others who
may have been condemned to banishment and confiscation. That mea-
sures shall be taken to enforce this regulation and that no independent
authority shall be allowed in the district mentioned. A copy to be
transmitted to " Thomas Chittenden, Esq., of Bennington, in the district

aforesaid, to be communicated to the people thereof." 213
Maclean to Haldimand. Transmits speech of the Six Nation Indians,

with his answer. (B. 102, p. 252.) 189
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1783.

January 22,

London.

January

February 6,

Bronisg^ove.

The report of the proceedings at the Indian Council of the 11th
December. Page 192

Maclean's answer on the i2th. 198
Edmund Burke to Townshend. Enclosing a letter from Maseres re-

commending the case of Du Calvet. 32
(Ijetter from Du Calvet dated 20th June, 1^82, calendared at the

proper date.)

Document entitled " Extract of a letter fj-om C (in a key forwarded to

the Secretary of State)." Forwards hand bill (probably refers to resolu-

tion of Congress of 5th December). People of Vermont afraid of
invasion by Congress. (In B. 1*78, p. 50, the letter is endorsed from
General A.) 216

Earl of Plymouth to Townshend. Supporting the request of Eev. Mr.
Guerry for leave of absence and enclosing his application. 64

Undated memorial from Eev. Lewis Guerry, appointed minister of
the Church of England in the Province of Quebec, praying for a con-
tinuance of his leave of absence, as there was nothing for him to do
during the American War. 66

Enclosed in Earl Plymouth's letter—Guerry to Townshend. Sub-
stantially the same statement as that in the memorial. The letter ends :

" The Governor of Quebec entirely approves of my continuing in Eng-
land. My reasons for wishing to obtain this leave of absence thus long
before hand should, I trust, appear satisfactory." 69
Haldimand to Sir John Johnson. Instructions as to the course to be

taken to attach the Indians, &c, (B, 116, p. 8.) 146
The formal instructions of same date. (B. 116, p. 1.) 160
Standing orders to be observed at the several posts in the upper

country. 174
Haldimand to Townshend (No. 25). Has revived the office o^Solicitor

General, to protect the rights of the King's domain. (B. 56, p. 46.) 100
The same to the same (No. 26). The suspension of George Allsopp

from the Legislative Council. (B. 56, p. 47.) 102
Enclosed is an extract from letter to Germain of the 25th October,

1780 (No. 68), already calendared, respecting Allsopp. 106
Also extract from Germain (No. 32), dated 12th April, 1781. 109
Other documents respecting Allsopp. 110 to 145
Haldimand to Townshend (No. 27). Eespecting his leave of absence.

(B. 56, p. 50.) 181
The same to the same (No. 28). The negotiations with Vermont.

(B. 56, p. 53.) 205
Extracts of various dates, received from dift'erent correspondents in

the Colonies. 208
Townshend to Haldimand. Acknowledges dispatches. The release

of Hay, Cazeau, Du Calvet and Pillon, guilty of treasonable conduct,
recommended but not ordered. (B. 45, p. 66p) 72

Conclusion of a speech delivered in a Council held at Niagara with
the Six Nations, addressed to Sir John Johnson, and transmitted by
Brigadier General Maclean. (The whole proceedings, speeches, &c., of
one of which this is a part, are in B. 119, p. 175.) 224
Lord North to Haldimand. Asking him to continue in his office in

Quebec. (B. 45, p. 76.) 89
Haldimand to Townshend (No. 29). The expedition by Willet against

Oswego abandoned. (B. 56, p. 55.) 217
North to Haldimand. Transports for the conveyance to Europe of

foreign troops. (B. 45, p. 95.) 92
The same to Eiedesel. Instructions sent to have all the foreign troops

returned to Europe. 94

February 6,

Quebec.

Pebruarj- 14,

Quebec.

Februarj- 14,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 28,

Wliitehall.

April 1,

Niagara,

April 10,

Wliitehall.

April 1.5,

Quebec.

Ai)ril 16,

Whitehall.

April 16,

Whitehall.
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1783.

April 18,

Whitehall.

April 19,

Whitehall.

May 1,

Ma,y 3,

Philadelphia.

May 3,

U. S. War
Office.

May 7,

Quebec.

May 18,

Niagara.

May 21,

Quebec.

June 2,

Quebec.

June 12,

Quebec.

June 13,

Sorel.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 19,

Quebec.

June 19,

Montreal.

June 20,

Quebec.

June 25,

Quebec.

June 25,

Quebec.

June 27,

Quebec.

July 7,

Detroit.

July 7,

July 12,

Hudson
River.

July 15,

Quebec.

North to de Lossberg. Substantially the same as to Eiedesel, with the
necessary alterations. Page 96
The same to Haldimand. That orders had been sent to return the

foreign troops to Europe. Pownall's son to have leave of absence, if his

attendance can be dispensed with.
*

98
Resolution of Congress to communicate to the Ind ians that prelimi-

naries of peace have been settled, &c. (B. 103, p. 115.) 366
General Lincoln to de Peystei-. Introduces Douglas, sent to treat

with the Indians. (B. 103, p. 129.) 355
The same to Douglas, informing him of the terms of his message to

the Indians. (B. 103, p. 124). " 361

Haldimand to Townshend (No. 30). Has received the preliminaries
of peace. (B. 56, p. 58.) 220
Maclean to Haldimand. fleports the state of feeling of the Indians as

to the boundaries. (B. 103, p. 1Y5.) 244
Literal translation of a speech by Joseph Brant to Haldimand, respect-

ing the terms of the preliminary articles of peace, so* far as it regards the
Indians. 236
Haldimand to North (No. 1). The effect of the preliminaries of peace

on the minds of the Indians. (B. 56, p. 65.) 229
The same to the same (No. 3). Eecommends George Davison and

Winslow for vacancies in the Council. (B. 56, p. 74.) ' 260
Eiedesel to the same. Has received orders to embark his troops for

Europe. His gratitude for the King's approbation of his services. Had
been preparing and hopes to be ready lo leave when the transports arrive.

Eepeats his recommendation of Captain Willoc and Lieutenant Free-
man. 225
Haldimand to the same (No. 2). Is withdrawing foreign troops from

the interior for embarkation. (B. 56, p. 70.) 254
The same to the same (No. 4). Desires priests to be sent from Savoy.

(B. 56, p. 75.) 264
Extract of letters to Germain dated 14th Septembei-, 1779, and 25th

October, 1780, also one to Townshend of 25th October, 1782, respecting
priests, already calendai-ed in full. 268-269-273

Sir John Johnson to Haldimand. Can scarcely express his astonish-

ment at the insinuations made against him by Knox. (B. 115, p.

132.) 333
Haldimand to North (private). The leave of absence to Mr.Pownall.

(B. 56, p. 77.) 275
The same to the same (No. 5). Eecommending Captain Chambers to

be promoted to the rank of post captain. (B. 56, p. 79.) 288
The same to Keppell. Eecommending the promotion of Captain Cham-

bers. (B. 56, p. 81.) 290
The same to North (No. 6). Has sent the two French priests by the

"Bull Dog." (B. 56, p. 80.) " 292
De Peyster to Maclean, reporting his conference with Douglas and

McCully, sent by the United States Congress to treat with the Indians.
(B. 103, p. 243.) , 347
The same to the same. Is happy that Douglas and McCully have

embarked. (B. 103, p. 246.) 350
Washington to Haldimand. The Congress of the United States has

instructed him to arrange with the commander-in-chief of the British

forces for the possession of the posts. (B. 175, p. 211.) 402
Haldimand to North (No. 7). Further respecting ecclesiastical affairs.

(B. 56, p. 95.) 298
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1783.

July 16,

Niagara.

July 16,

Niagara.

July 17,

Quebec.

July 17,

Niagara.

July 17,

Detroit.

July 21,

Quebec.

July 26,

Quebec.

July 28,

Quebec.

July 29,

Quebec.

July 30,

Quebec.

July 30,

Detroit.

July 31,

Quebec.

Jiily 31,

Niagara.

July 31,

Niagara.

July -

August 1,

Detroit.

August 1,

Niagara.

Augiist 1,

Niagara.

August 2,

Quebec.

August 2,

Quebec.

August 3,

Chambly.

August 4,

Quebec.

August 5,

Quebec.

262
respect-

344
General
(B. 103,

411

Ephraim Douglas to Maelean. Asks him to state in writing his

reasons for not allowing him (Douglas) to assemble the Indian chiefs,

(B. 103, p. 271.)
.

Page 355
Maclean to Douglas. Gives reasons for not permitting the assembling

of the Indian chiefs. (B. 103, p. 268.) 357
Haldimand to Shelburne (No. 4). Duplicate of letter already

calendared respecting Vermont.
Maclean to Haldimand. Enclosing letters from de Peyster,

ing commissioners from Congress. (B. 103, p. 265.)

De Peyster to Maclean. Hopes that the missionaries from
Lincoln have been sent round by Oswego, or Lake Champlain.

p. 273.)
Haldimand to North (No. 8). Loyalist families intending to settle

near Cataraqui, which has been surveyed by Major Holland. (B, 56,

p. 99.) 304
Eiedesel to the same. Introduces Captain Clave. 309

Haldimand to the same. Mr. Pownall carries dispatches. (B. 56,

p. 107.) 311

The same to Eiedesel. The command of the German troops will fall

to him (Eiedesel). (B. 153, p. 132.) 320
The same to the Lords of Trade. Has authorised a lottery for funds

to build a prison at Montreal. (B. 56, p. 108.) 312
Eeport of a Council held with Shawanese, de Peyster presiding.

(B. 103, p. 288.) 418
Haldimand to North (No. 9). Transmits proceedings of the Legis-

lative Council. (B. 56, p. 110.) 307
Maclean to Willet. Sending copy of de Peyster's letter respecting

the attack by the Virginians of Kentucky on the Indians, (B. 103,

p. 297.) 409
The same to Haldimand. Extract with de Peyster's letter respecting

the attack by Virginians on the Indians. (Maclean's letter is given in

full in B. 103, p. 293.) 414
Proceedings of Sir John Johnson with the Six Nations at Niagara

(p. 433), and with the Senecas and Tuscarora chiefs and warriors

from Chenussio (p. 448), in the month of July. The covering
letter is in B. 115, p. 138.) 433 to 456
De Peyster to Maclean. Extract relating to attacks by Virginians on

the Indians. (The letter is in full in B. 103, p. 304.) 416
Maclean to Haldimand. Has stopped three bateaux from Schenectady

loaded with rum. (B. 103, p. 299.) 423
Letter signed by the traders addressed to Maclean, remonstrating

against traders from the United States being allowed to come with goods
to the upper posts. (B. 103, p. 307.) 428
Haldimand to North. Embarkation of troops. (B. 56, p. 111.) 315

General Order. Thanks to German troops. (B. 84, p. 2.) 322

Steuben to Haldimand. That he is on his way to Quebec to receive

the posts, that are within the limits of the U. S. (B. 175, p. 217.) 368
Allsopp to North. Calls attention to his suspension from all his offices,

which he alleges, is due to his having called for the King's instruc-

tions which had been withheld, &c., defends his conduct and asks for

justice. 371
Letter to Germain, dated 29th October, 1780, enclosed. 381

Haldimand to North (No. 11). Has sent samples, price, &c. of,

Indian goods as a check on those furnished. (B. 56, p. 114,) 325
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1783.

August 5,

Quebec.

August 6,

Quebec.

August 6,

Quebec.

August 6,

Quebec.

August 6,

Quebec.

August 8,

Whitehall.

August 11,

Sorel.

August 11,

Sorel.

August 12,
St. John's.

August 20.

August 20,
Quebec.

September 7,

Portsmouth.

No date.

Haldimand to the Treasury. Sending samples and report of examina-
tion of Indian presents. (B. 56, p. 134.) Page 328
The same to North (No. 12). Some of the foreign soldiers remaining

in the Province. (B. 56, p. 121.)
'

336
The same to the same (No. 13.) Copies of correspondence sent

relative to message to Indians from Congress. (B. 56, p. 122.) 340
The same to the same,, by Lieut. Houghton, with dispatches and

samples of Indian presents. (B. 56, p. 124.)
"

338
The same to Steuben. That he is on his way to the upper part of the

Province. Colonel Hope will conduct him (Steuben) to Sorel, to save

him the trouble of coming to Quebec. (B. 175, p. 219.) 370
North to Haldimand. Arrangement of peace establishment. (B. 45,

p. 115.) 279
Steuben to the same. The answer to the requisitions in the name of

the United States being so decisive, it is needless to renew the subject.

(B. 175, p. 220.) 396
Haldimand to Washington. Has received requisition through de

Steuben for the delivery of the posts, &c. (B. 175, p. 222.) 405
The same to Steuben. Giving him in writing substantially the same

answer as that given verbally. (B. 175, p. 225.) 399
Application for Indian trade passes from the beginning of the season

to this date. 408A., 408B.
Haldimand to North (No. 14.) Has returned from Isle aux Noix.

(B. 56, p. 125.) 388
Eiedesel to the same. Had arrived in the morning, having parted

company with the fleet during the night of the 18th s^nd 19th of last

month. Sends returns of German troops embarked at Qtiebec; does not
think the fleetcanassembleat the Downs for eight or ten days. Shall wait
for oi-dei's and then proceed to Deal to wait the arrival of the transports.

Lieutenant Freeman, the bearer of the letter, can give further informa-
tion. - 293.

Embarkation return of the German troops going to Europe, in 25
transports. The i-eturn is dated at Quebec, 2nd August. 296
Du Calvet. to Haldimand (in French). The title is " i'nitre au g^n^ral

Haldimand." The " epitre " is published in the "Appeia la Justice"

(1784), at page 43. 77
Du Calvet. Epitre dedicatoire a Milord Sydney (in French).

Published in the " Appel k la Justice," p. 39. 84
Eeturn of camp equipage issued from the Quarter-Master General's

stores in Canada to the troops of Hesse Ilanau in the years 1777-79-80

and 82. 323

1783.
June 21,

Montreal.

June 24,

t^uebfc.

June 30,

Montreal.

•I^uly 7,

Falls of the
Ohio.

Governor Haldimand.
Papers Eelating to Colonel Guy Johnson, 1783.

Q. 22.

citizens of Montreal respecting two
40

Address (in French) from
French priests.

Haldimand to Mezi^re and Adhemar, in reply to address respecting
French priests. 48

Mezi^re and Adhemar to Haldimand (in French). Thanks for his

answer respecting obtaining the assistance necessary for the support
of their religion. 50

Major Wall's speech to the Shawanese at exchanging prisoners. (B.

119, p. 188.) 13
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1783.

July 11,

Montreal.

August 18,

Montreal.

August 26 to

September 8.

August 27,

Quebec.

August 28,

Quebec.

September 4,

Montreal.

September 8,

Quebec.

September 14,

Montreal.

September 22
to October.

September —

October 6,

Quebec.

October 14,

Quebec.

October 22,

C^uebec.

October 23,

Quebec*

October 24,

Quebec.

November 2,

Quebec,

Adhemar to the Captains of Militia (circular in French). That it has

been decided to send one or two representatives with a petition to the

King, on the subject of obtaining priests from Europe, and asking that

money be collected in the parishes to pay the expenses. Page 54
Same and Delisle to Haldimand (in French). That they have been

elected to carry their petition to the King, and praying for his recom-
mendation. 52

Journal and minutes of transactions with Indians at Sandusky. (B.

119, p. 220.) 16

Haldimand to North (No. 15). Sends translations of Indian speeches.

(B. 56, p. 132.) 1

Same to Adhemar (in French). Acknowledges receipt of letter of

18th, but can express no opinion as to the legality of the meeting or of

the appointment to proceed to London with petition. 56

Adhemar and Delisle to Haldimand (in French). Apologising for

not sending sooner copies of the petition and memorial referred to in

their preceding letter, which will show the necessity they are under of

obtaining priests from Europe. 58
Petition and memorial. 62 64
Haldimand to Mabane (in French). Appointing him, in concert with

Eraser and Williams, to investigate and report on the proceedings to

elect deputies to go to London with a petition to the King to have
priests brought from Europe. 73
Mabane and Williams to Haldimand. Eeport that the steps taken by

Adhemar in calling meetings and addressing a circular to the Captains of

Militia were irregular, but it was thought best to take no notice of the

irregularity. 75
The answer from Mr. Gi'ay, the Sheriff, dated 4th September, enclosed,

That no authority had been given for holding the meetings called by
Adhemar, as he was not called on by the magistrates to convene
them. 77

Papei'S relating to the accounts of Taylor and Forsyth and Colonel

Guy Johnson. (For these papers, see B. 110, various dates.) The first

letter in this volume [Q. 22] is dated 24th October, enclosing the

reports, details of examination, &c. (B. 110, pp. 297 to 344.) Letters of

earlier date are included as part of the evidence. 94 to 213
A. McKee to Sir John Johnson. The meeting with the Nations at

Sandusky, has been of singular service. (B. 119, p. 237. 37
Haldimand to Adhemar and Delisle (in French). That their assump-

tion of the position of representatives of the Canadians to carry petitions

to the King is neither legal nor proper. The benevolence of the King
and Parliament ought to show the Canadians that neither has any other
end in view than their happiness. 78
Same to North (No. 16.) Keported arrival of the "Bull Dog." (B. 56,

p. 135.) Postscript respecting loyalists, dated the 20th, p. 142. 4-11
Same to Townshend. Introducing and recommending Twiss. (B. 56,

p. 145.) 82
Same to the same (private). Suggestions for building a citadel at

Montreal. (B. 56, p. 147.) 79
Same to the same, (private.) The representations of the people of

Vermont that they desire to be annexed to Canada. (B. 56, p. 149.) '85

Same to the same, (No. 17). Transmits papers and reports concern-
ing a suit against Taylor and Forsyth. (B. 56, p. 173.) 91
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Q. 23.

Officers of the Six ^N'ation Depaz-tment, praying for a provision in view
of the expected reduction. (B. 216, p. 57.) Page 37
Mabane, Dunn and Williams. For salary as commissioners for exe-

cuting the office of Chief Justice. (Enclosed in Haldimand's letter to

North of 8th November, p. 23.) 25
Gr. French to Haldimand. Journal exploring the Ottawa from Carillon

to the Rideau, and from the mouth of the Rideau to its source ; thence
down the Gananoque to the St. Lawrence near Cataraqui, from 29th
September to 14th October. (B. 169, p. 31.) 10
Haldimand to North (No. 18). Introduces Mr. Cuyier, late Mayor of

Albany, a loj'^alist. (B. 56, p. 165.) 1

Same to same (No. 19). Introduces and recommends Brigadier Gen-
eral Maclean. (B. 56, p. 166.) 2
Same to the same (No. 20). There is only one patent office granted,

not requiring residence in the Province, that of Receiver General. (B.

56, p. 167. 4
Same to the same (No. 21). The proposed settlement of loyalists: (B.

56. p. 168). 5
Same to same, (No. 22). Urging the claims for salary of the Commis-

sioners for executing the office of Chief Justice. (B. 57-2, p. 589.) 23
Same to the same. Sends dispatches by Captain Le Maistre. (B. 57-

2, p. 590.) 26
Same to the same (No. 23). The appointment of Colonel Hope as

Q.M.G., in consequence of Colonel Carleton's leaving. (B. 57-2, p.

590.) *. 27
Same to the same. Mr. Fisher to succeed Dr. Mabaue as surgeon of

Quebec Hospital. (B. 57-2, p. 594.) 29
Same to the same (No. 24). "With dispatches. Plan of township for

loyalists near Cataraqui. (B. 57-2, p. 593.) 30
The plan. 36a
List of the Provincial troops in Canada. 366
Haldimand to North (No. 25). Dispatches received; cannot disband

this season the troops named. (B. 57-2, p. 594.) 32
Same to the same (No. 26). The continued absence of Mr. Cuthbert.

(B. 57-2, p. 599.) 41
Same to the same (No. 27). Asks that a salary shall be named for

Sir John Johnson, as Superintendent, &c., of Indian Affairs. (B. 57-2, p.

600.) 42
Same to the same (No. 28). Disappointment at not hearing from the

Lords of the Treasury. (B. 57-2, p. 600.) 43
Same to the same (No. 29). The arrangement for reducing the

establishment to a peace footing. (B. 57-2, p. 601.) 44
General order by Haldimand, promulgating orders for reduction

of the forces. (B. 84, p. 32.) ^ 52
Haldimand to North (No. 30). The views of the Indians as to the

cession of their lands to the United States. (B. 57-2, p. 602.) 46
Sir John Johnson to Haldimand. Sends list of officers of the Indian

Department, deserving of attention. (B. 115, pp. 194. 195.) J 00
(The list is enclosure No. 3, following p. 99. See next page).
Lists of the diffe.-ent departments in preparation for the reduction.

General list of the reductions (No. 1) shows a saving of £105 ISs. 5d. per
day. 99

1783.

July 30,

Niagara.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 29,

Quebec.

November 4,

Quebec.

November 4,

Quebec.

November 5,

Quebec.

November 6,

Quebec.

November 8,

Quebec.

November 9,

Quebec.

November 12,

Quebec.

November 12,

Quebec.

November 17,

Quebec.

November 18,

Quebec.

November 18,

Quebec.

November 19,

Quebec.

November 20,

Quebec.

November 21,

Quebec.

November 25,
Quebec.

November 27,
Quebec.

December 4,

Montreal.

December —

,

Quebec.
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J
Details of Departments.

1784.

January 8,

Quebec.

January —

,

Schenectady.

February 22,

Philadelphia.

March 4,

Quebec.

March 17,

Niagara.

March 18,

London.

March 22,

Quebec.

April 8,

Whitehall.

April 10,

Whitehall.

April 12,

Quebec.

April 14.

Whitehall.

April 15,

Arlington.

April 23,

London.

April 26,

Quel)ec,

April 29,

Quebec.

(The lists follow

1. Abstract of Eeductions.

2. Quartermaster General.

3. Indian, Niagara.
4. Barrack Master General.
— Commissary, upper posts. (Not numbereji.)

5. do in the lower parts of Canada.

6. Engineers, Quebec.

7. Naval.
8. Indians, before the rebellion.

9. do for the Seven Nations of Canada.
10. do at Detroit.

11. do for the Six Nations at Niagara.
Nos. 9, 10, 11 show the staff during the rebellion.

p. 99, and are numbered as above, but not paged.)

Haldimand to North (No. 31). Sir John Johnson's services. (B. 56,

p. 203. One enclosure is calendared at its date, 4th December ; the others

are the lists given above.) Page 95

Schuyler's speech to the deputation of the Six Nation Indians. (B.

119, p. 249.) 128

Luzerne to Haldimand (in French). That he desires to come to

Canada to visit the Falls of Niagara, &c. (B. 175, p. 247.) 149

Haldimand to North. Transmits ordinances from which his assent

was withheld. (B. 56, p. 236.) 109

The ordinances follow, including one on police of 1727. Ill to 123

Butler to Sir John Johnson. Encloses copy of Schuyler's speech, of

the definitive treaty and of the proceedings at a meeting of Indians.

(B. 119, p. 263). 145

Duke of Richmond to Sydney. Twiss reports that a quantity of tim-

ber is at Quebec, more than is necessary for the works there. General
Green reports the quantity that could be used, and His Grace recom-
mends that freight might be engaged for the quantity mentioned in the

return enclosed. 72
Eeturns referred to for the Tower, for "Woolwich and for Gibral-

tar. 74-75
The Governor's speech at the opening of the Legislative Council. 152
Followed by address and answer. 155
Sydney to Haldimand. Approves of his conduct with respect to

Fi-ench priests attempted to be introduced into the Seminary. (B. 45,

p. 129.) 55
Same to the same. The King grants him leave to come to England.

(B. 45, p. 138.) 69
Haldimand to Luzerne (in French). That owing to the state of feel-

ing among the Indians, cannot advise him to take his proposed journey
through Canada. (B. 175, p. 258.) 150
Sydney to Haldimand. Surplus timber at Quebec may be sent to Gib-

raltar. (B. 45, p. 140.) 71
Chittenden to Haldimand. Asking that he be notified when Loyal

Blockhouse is evacuated. (B, 175, p. 268.) 170
Pierre Du Calvet to Sydney (in French). This letter is published in

the " Appel ^ la Justice," in which it occupies 10 printed pages, beginning
at page 29, 76
Haldimand to North (No. 32). Is anxious to receive instructions as

to the evacuation of the upper posts. (B. 56, p. 208.) 124
Address of the Legislative Council to His Excellency at the close of

the Session, with the answer 158
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1784.

April 29,

Quebec.

May 6,

Quebec.

May 12,

C^uebec.

May 22,

Niagara.

May 29,

London.

May 31,

London.

June 4,

Whitehall.

June 6, "^

Loyal Village.

June 7,

Whitehall.

June 8,

Whitehall.

June 14,

Whitehall.

June 29,

Quebec.

June 30,

Quebec.

July 7,

Whitehall,

July 16,

C^uebec.

Minutes of Coimcil on State business, from Slst May, 1783, to

date. Page 181 to 320
Haldimand to the Lords of Trade. Minutes of Council sent. The

expediency of not assembling the Legislative Council to repeal the ordi-

nance for preventing the exportation of wheat, &c., justified. (B. 56,

p. 220.) 321
Same to North (No. 33). Arrival of Colonel Fish, to treat for the

evacuation of the posts. (B. 56, p. 214.) 161

Letter from George Clinton, Governor of New York, introducing

Colonel Fish, dated 19th March. 166
Answer by Haldimand, dated 10th May. That he had had no instruc-

tions respecting the posts. 168

Meeting held at Niagara with the Mississauga Indians, accompanied
by the chiefs and warriors of the Six Nations, Delawares, &c. Agree-
ment by the Mississaugas to sell such land as belonged to them between
Lakes Ontario, Huron and Erie, which they were asked to dispose of
They say :

" We, the Missisaugas, ai-e not the owners of all the land
lying between the three lakes, but we have agreed and are willing to

transfer our right of soil and property to the King our Father, for the
use of his people and our brethren of the Six Nations, from the head of

the Lake Ontario, or the Creek Waghguata to the Eiver La Tranche,
then down the river until a south course will strike the mouth of Cat
Fish Creek on Lake Erie." With this Butler declared himself satis-

fied. 349
Count Adhemar to Howe. Asks for information respecting Francois

E. Guigbord, a recruit who went from Paris to Canada in 1759. (See
Sydney to Haldimand, 4th June, B. 45, p. 159.) 89
Appointment of Abraham Cuyler to be agent to solicit lands on Cape

Breton for a settlement. The lists of the heads of the parties of loyalists

is given, the families being 630, computed to number 3.150 souls. (The
list in B. 168, p. 113.) 91

Two lists of articles wanted to establish the families on the
island. 93-94
Sydney to Haldimand. With letter from Count Adhemar, respecting

Frangois Guigbord. (B. 45, p. 159.) 101
Proceedings of council, held at Loyal Village, of the chiefs and

warriors of the Six Nation Indians, in consequence of a message received
from Governor Clinton. 343
The message, dated 12th April. 339
(See also B. 175, p. 260 to 267.)

Sydney to Haldimand. With petition from Cuyler and other loyalists

to obtain grants of land in Capo Breton. (B. 45, p. 167.) 102
Same to the same. Leave of absence to Sir John Johnson. (B. 45,

p. 172.) 104
Same to the same. Sends petition from Eobin, Pipon & Co., respect-

ing the losses they have sustained in their fii^heries. 106
Haldimand to Sydney. Minutes of Council transmitted. Is gratified

at the approval of his conduct relative to the French priests. (B. 56,

p. 237.) 171
Same to the same. Will avail himself of the leave of absence. (B.

56, p. 244.) 325
Sydney to Haldimand. Investigation into the case of Solicitor

General Williams. (B. 45, p. 174.) 107
Haldimand to Sydney. Arrival of Lieut.-Colonel Hull, in relation to

the evacuation of the upper posts. (B. 56, p. 248.) 329
The correspondence with the United States authorities on this subject

follows. 332 to 338
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1784.

July —

,

MontreaL

August 2,

Whitehall.

August 13,

Quebec.

August 16,

Quebec.

August 31,

Quebec.

September 1,

Quebec.

September 15,

Montreal.

September 23,

Quebec.

September 24,

Quebec.

September 30,

Quebec.

October 2,

Quebec.

October 2,

Quebec.

October 3,

Quebec.

October 4,

Quebec.

October 4,

Quebec.

October 5,

Quebec.

October 6,

Quebec.

October 6,

Quebec.

October 6,

Quebec.

October 11,

Quebec.

October 21,

Quebec.

October 22,

Quebec.

October 22,

Quebec.

General abstract of men, women and children settled on the new
townships on the river St. Lawrence, beginning at No. 1, Lake St.

Francis, and running upwards. (B. 168, p. 42.) Page 348
Sydney to Haldimand. Eespecting ordinances. (B. 45, p. 1*76.) 327

Haldimand to Sydney. Lieut.-Governor Sinclair's accounts have not
yet been investigated, owing to the state of his health. (B. 56, p.

273.) 353
Same to the same. Acknowledging receipt of treaties of peace, (B.

56, p. 275.) 355
Same to Montgolfier (in Fi-ench.) Eespecting the mission of

Adhemar and Delisle
;
priests to be brought from Europe. 374

Same to Sydney. Dispatches sent by Lord Belhaven. (B. 56, p.

279.) 356
•Montgolfier to Haldimand (in French). Thanks for his attention.

(B. 75-2, p. 181.) 375
Hamilton to the same. Asks for instructions in view of his (Haldi-

mand's) approaching departure. 392
Haldimand to Hamilton. That full instructions would be given before

he (Haldimand) lefi the Government. 394
Same to Sydney. Acknowledging receipt of definitive treaty of peace.

(B. 56, p. 291.) 357
Same to the same. Acknowledging instructions to be communicated.

(B. 56, p. 292.) 358
Same to the same. Is anxious for instructions previous to leaving.

(B. 56, p. 294.) 359
Same to the same. Acknowledging grants of land in Cape Breton to

loyalists. (B. 56, p. 293.) * 361
Same to the same. Giving his reasons for want of confidence in the

Attorney-General. (B. 56, p. 299.) 362
Hugh Finlay to Nepean, Had received a letter from Governor

Skene, that the news he (Finlay) sent had been pleasing ; his reasons

for writing. Haldimand has not yet given Hamilton instructions, al-

though he is to leave shortly, and that these would enable Hamilton to

gain such information as would be useful in the King's service.

Mabane is the only person in whom Haldimand places confidence. States

what his (Finlay 's) course has been in the Council. 438
Haldimand to Sydney. Death of St. Luc LaCorne ; recommends M.

Ben^ Amable de Boucherville to succeed him. (B, 56, p. 298) 365
Same to the same. Sends descriptive returns of the officers of the

Provincial corps. (B. 56, p. 313.) 367
The returns follow.

Haldimand to Sydney.
(B. 56, p. 314.)

Same to the same,

p. 315.)

Same to the same,

p. 10.)

Hamilton to Haldimand. Eepeating his request for instructions, and
enclosing questions on the subject of the government. 395

List of documents, instructions, &c., which he desires to have. 397
Hamilton to Sydney. Prays for His Lordship's protection, and that he

may obtain full instructions as to his course, in view of the approaching
departure of Haldimand. 389
Mathews to Hamilton. That he and Genevay have been employed

as constantly as the current business of the office would permit, in pre
paring the requisite documents for his (Hamilton's) guidance. 401

Can obtain no information of F. E. Guigbord.
368

Introduces Sir John Johnson

Eespecting ecclesiastical affairs. (B.

56,

369
58,

370
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October 22,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

December 15,

WhitehaU.

Finlay to Nepean. The indifference of the French-Canadians to a
House of Assembly. The superiority of the women over the men in

point of education; the usefulness of the Grey Sisters in that respect.

The necessity for education before a House of Assembly is thought of.

The desii-e of the natural-born subjects for a House of Assembly
;
pre-

cautions (given in detail) to be taken before this is gi-anted, but it

should be given when the people are qualified by education and de-

mand it. The aversion of the French-Canadians to taxation, so that
were a House of Assembly constituted and imposed taxes, they would
regard themselves as oppressed and seek to join the American Con-
federacy, not possessing knowledge enough to foresee the evil conse-

quences of the junction, and the enemies of Government would make
use of the discontent to keep up a bad spirit. The refusal by the Leg-
islative Council to grant juries; states the arguments for and against
juries in the courts. Believes that juries should be paid. Page 441

Haldimand to Sydney. The visit of the Marquis de Lafayette. (B.

58, p. 14.) 377
Haldimand to Sydne}^ Encloses copy of lease granted in 1762 for the

Indian trade at the King's Posts. (B. 58, p. 17.) 381
Copy of the lease follows. 384
Sydney to the Governor of Quebec. At the instance of M. de

Barthelemy, the French Charg^ d'Affaires, the concession to M. Favry
de Chantelou is to be registered in name of his nephew, the Count de
Raudin, provided no improper use can be made of the allowance. 402
Papers relating to Cuthbert's claims for damage done to the Isle

Raudin, which he claims as his property, and on which he complains
that wood was illegally cut, 404 to 437

Governor Haldimand.—Lieutenant-Governor Hamilton—1785.

1784.

July 26,

Quebec.

Septenil)er 13,

Montreal.

October 19,

Quebec.

October 20,

Detroit.

Q. 24—1.

Wai-rant authorizing the brig "Nancy" from Philadelphia, to be

entered and her cargo discharged. Page 63
St. Leger to Sydney. Thanks for His Lordship's good services ; asks

for an ensigncy for his son. 20
Same to the same. The inadequacy of his pay and allowances to meet

the largely inci-eased expenditure, consequent on his taking the com-
mand on the departure of Haldimand. 22

Hay to Haldimand. Had received letter regarding the proposed
settlement at the mouth of the Detroit River, desiring a report, should
the Indians apply for it; they have not done so. Will do all in his

power to assist the disbanded soldiers and loyalists who wish to settle,

but does not know the quantity of land to be allotted to each, nor legu-
lations respecting their treatment. The implements for clearing and
building will no doubt be distributed by Caldwell. Had sent list of

loyalists present on the 2nd of September, and the names of persons
near Fort Pitt, who wished to take refuge at the post. Other loyalists

have since arrived and 20 persons from Fort Pitt, who wish for land

;

sends list of these and of others wishing to come who did not take
up arms against their sovereign. Reports their condition and intentions.

A Quaker says thousands of his persuasion would come if assured of

protection. Describes the place in which a fort should be placed.

Negotiations with the Indians for additional lands. 51

6a—10
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November 8, Haldimand to Sydney. Arrival of two Mohawk Chiefs from Fort
ijuebec. Stanwix, who report the speech of Lafayette to the deputies of the Six

Nations, in which he assured them of the friendship the French King
entertained for them. The United States Commissioners asked for the

return of the prisoners and for a grant of land to settle disbanded soldiers.

The Indian deputies answered Lafayette that they acted with the King
of England as the treaties bound them to do, and that the King of France
ought not to have interfei-ed. To the United States, the deputies

answered that they had already given up the prisoners and that they
would acquaint the other Indians with the proposal respecting land.

Believes that the tranquillity of the upper country is not likely to be
interrupted. Page 17

November 10, Same to the same. Introducing Major Jessup. 60
Quebec.

November 10, Thomas Ainslie to the same. Sends table of exports from Quebec, for
Quebec.

^j^e last four years. 61

The returns are for HSO, 1*781, 1Y82 and 1783, with a note that in 1784
there were exported by the new settlers in Gasp6 and the Bay of

Chaleurs, 25,500 quintals of dried codfish. 62
November 14, Letters of instructions left by Haldimand to St. Leger, on his trans-
Quebec, ferring to him the command of the troops in the Province of Quebec. (See

B. 221, in which an abstract is given of the nature of the instructions,

&c.) 125
November 14, Haldimand to Hamilton. Sends His Majesty's instructions. (B. 221,
Quebec.

^ 54 ^)

*

jg^
November 14, Same to the same. Sends schedule of less important papers, with
Quebec. explanation of instructions. (B. 221, p. 60.) 168

Schedule of papers. 172
November 14, Haldimand to Hamilton. That, whore necessary, there may be an
Quebec. interchange of views with the commanding officer. (B. 221, p. 63.) 171
November 16, State of the troops in the upper and lower parts of the Province of
Quebec. Quebec. 161

November 18, P. Langan to Hamilton. Sends a summary of the proceedings at the
Montreal. meeting of the Caughnawagas with Lafayette at the Oneida village, and

with the commissioners from Congress. (See letter from Haldimand to

Sydney at page 17 of this volume, dated 8th November, the addresses
of Lafayette, and the commissioners being substantially the same as

thosb at Fort Stanwix to the Mohawks.) 47
November 24, Petition of the ancient and new subjects of Quebec to the King, pray-
c^iebec.

-j^g j-^^. ,^ fy^^ constitution, with provisions on the following subjects : 1.

House of Eepresentatives or Assembly. 2. A Council of not less than
thirty members. 3. The criminal laws of England to be continued. 4.

The ancient laws of the country respecting landed estates, marriage
settlements, inheritances and dower to be continued. 5. The commer-
cial laws of England to be the laws of the Province. 6. The Habeas
Corpus Act to be made part of the Constitution. 7. That optional juries

be granted. 8. That sheriffs be elected by Assembly. 9, 10. That no
officer be suspended or new office be created by the Governor, except by
the advice of Council. 11. That all offices of trust be executed by the
principal in the appointment, unless by leave of absence, which is not
to exceed twelve months, and is only to be given by advice of Council.

12, 13. Judges, how to be appointed and how appeals shall be made. 14.

That the Assembly have power to imjjose taxes to defray the expenses
of Civil Government. (All the names of the petitioners are given.) 1

November 24, Blshop Briand to Hamilton (in French). Gives notice of his deter-
Iw lec.

mination to resign his office, on account of a malady which is incurable,

and transfer it to his worthy coadjutor, given him by His Majesty, and
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1784.

November 25,

Quebec.

November 29
Quebec.

November 29
Montreal.

November 30,

Quebec.

November —

,

November —

,

Quebec.

December 1,

Quebec.

December 2,

Quebec.

December 2,

Quebec.

December 2,

Quebec.

December 2,

(Quebec.

6a-

whom he had consecrated twelve years ago by permission of Mr.
Cramahd, then Lieutenant Governor. For twenty years he has pre-

served the people of his diocese in fidelity and impressed on them that

they could neither be Christians nor true Catholics, if they were not
faithful to their oaths and subject to the powers whom the providence
of God had placed over them. Recommends the appointment of a coad-

jutor to his successor, who is in his 75th year, involving a danger of
losing both, which terrifies his people. Eecommends this as the last and
most important affair whose success can interest him. Page 29
Hamilton to Bishop Briand (in French). His soi*row at the cause of

his resignation of an oflSce which His Lordship has so worthily filled,

and the regret with which the whole Province would learn of his resigna-

tion. Will transmit immediately His Lordship's letter to the Secretary
of State and communicate the answer. 32

Extract from the letter of resignation (in French) of Bishop
Briand. 34
Langan to Hamilton. Has sent to St. Leger a copy of his letter of the

18th. Sends extract from a letter of John Dease, dated on the 13th at

Niagara, giving a message brought by Captain Aaron (the Mohawk) of
the disagreeable situation of the Indians at Fort Stanwix ; the threats of
the Commissioners to make hostages of the principal chiefs. The
Governor of New York had gone off displeased, as the Commissioners
would not allow him to interfere and were carrying things with a high
hand. 49

Extract from the election and nomination (in French), of Monsieur
Hubert, as co-adjutor to Monsieur Desglys. 35—42

List of civil papers left with Lieut. Governor Hamilton. 105
Return of disbanded troops and loyalists settled upon the King's lands

in the Province of Quebec. (B. 221, la. 52.) 163
(The numbers only are given, not the names.)
Recommendation (in French), signed by Mgr. Grav^, Vicar General,

Bedard, Superior, and by other members of the Seminary, by Augustin
Louis de Glapion, ancien superieur des Jdsuites en Canada, by various
cur^s and by laymen, also (in English), by the members of the Legisla-

tive Council in favour of M. Hubert. 37-39
Hamilton to Sydney (No. 1). After writing that he had received no

instructions, Mathews brought him a ti"unk full of papers, which he had
examined and given a receipt for. Meeting of Council ; sailing of
Haldimand. His inexperience; how he had forwarded documents. 24
Same to the same. Bishop Briand intends to lay down his office for

reasons given, and an attested certificate of the resignation has been left

by the co-adjutor, M. d'Esglis and M. Grav^, A meeting of Council
called and the matter laid before it. Applies for His Majesty's approba-
tion of M. Hubert to act as co-adjutor, so that he may receive his qualifi-

cation under the Great Seal of the Province. 27
Minute of Council, endorsed :

" Copy of Minute of Council relative

to demission of M. Briand, Bishop of Quebec." 40
Hamilton to Sydney. Sends two letters from Langan on Indian

affairs ; will send all the information on .hat head, although Haldimand
had told him that an attention to the Indians was no part of his duty.
Sir John Johnson, who is in London, is most competent to satisfy His
Lordship as to Langan's letters. Will endeavour to counteract any
attempts of Lafayette to form a connection in this country. Sends letter

from Hay, the Governor of Detroit, of which Haldimand, who is in

London, can give an explanation. Has, however, recommended Hay to

give encouragemant to the people recommended by McKee. It is

desirable that Quakers should be placed remote from the posts, which
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1784.

Decembei- 11,

Quebec.

December 14,

Montreal.

December —

,

No date.

1785.

January 1,

Quebec.

January 9,

Quebec.

January 17,

Quebec.

January 23,

Quebec.

January 23,

Quebec.

February 5,

New York.

February 7,

London.

might become scenes of contest. Has sent Hay an extract from Lord
North's letter of 24th July, 1783, as a good rule for his conduct. (See
B. 45, p. 103.) Page 43

William Bell. For leave to bring by sea such of his property as he
can realise in articles the produce of the United States as are admitted
to entry in the ports of Great Britain. 267
On the 23rd and 24th of December this memorial was considered and

the prayer of the petition refused. 268
Hazleton Spencer, Oliver Church and John Dusenbery for passes to

go to the Colonies to settle their private atl'airs, and return with such
property as they can collect. 267
Memorial to Sir John Johnson from the officers and private men of

the late corps of Loyal Eangers, now inhabitants of the royal seigniory,

No. 2., above Cataraqui. The memorial states that they were disbanded
without half-pay or allowances ; the inadequacy of their allowance of

provisions
;
pi-ays for assistance to procure a few cattle, &c. ; a grant of

lands on the same tenure as those held in other Colonies; assistance to

establish a school, and half-pay for their officers. 262
Remarks, dated 23rd January, 1785, on the memorial. 265
General recapitulation of the census of the Province of Quebec, with

separate tables. 176 to 179
State and expense of the naval department in the Province of

Quebec. 162

Hamilton to Sydney (No. 2). Transmits a petition from residents of

the Colony to be laid before the King for a House of Assembly. Has
heard that a counter petition is to be sent. Does not learn that differ-

ences of opinion have produced confusion in the Province. 232
Petition and answer follow. 233
Calculation by John Collins of the quantity of grain and seed

necessary for the supply of the Royalists settled above Lachine. 271
Hamilton to Sydney (No. 3). Sends papers by way of Halifax; the

expediency of opening this route; sends Finlay's report- on the subject.

Had been obliged to obtain copies of instructions left with St. Leger; he
would have been in a better position to act had he seen them before

Haldimand left. St. Leger had to leave this place on the 18th of

November from. ill health. Remarks on the position of the loyalists;

asks for modifications in the law, so as to admit the entry of ships

belonging to loyalists. Had given more seed wheat ftnd an allowance
of medicine, besides employing a medical man. Refers His L<^rdship to

Major Ross for the propriety of these steps, and to Sir John Johnson for

information about the Indians in the neighbourhood of Detroit. It

might be advisable to prepare for encroachments by the Americans on
the Miamis, Sanduskys, Hurons, Shawanese, Delawares and even the

Wabash. 258
Queries from Lieut.-Governor Hamilton to General Haldimand of 21st

October, 1784, with after remaiks on this date. 261a
James Monroe to Brant. In answer to Brant's letter, explains that

the hostages (Aaron Hill and others) were only kept in accordance
with an old custom, until the prisoners were given up ; his confidence in

the Indians
;
" between the Indians and the United States, I would require

no other obligation than their mutual honour." Appeals to Brant if it

it is not better for the Indians to join the United States than to be
allied with any European power. 227
Haldimand to Sydney. Sends, on the request of Sir John Johnson,

e.-'timates of presents for the Indians and of farming utensils for the
loyalists settled on the Crown Lands. 56

Estimates. 57-59
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February 14,
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March 3,

London,

March 10,

London.

March 10,

Quebec.

March 15,

Whitehall.

April 5,

Quebec.

April 7,

Quebec.

Hamilton to Sydney. Has had the Act renouncing the right of

taxation in any of the Colonies published. Sends petition from loyalists

settled on Mississquoi Bay, with remarks on the regulations by
Haldimand, that provisions should not be granted to those settled on
private seigniories. Page 184

Petition signed by Christopher Wehr and others. 187
St. Leger to Sydney (No. 1). That he thinks it his duty to write on

every opportunity. He has obeyed instructions and observed the

strictest economy. The unusual quantity of furs from the upper
country has given a new spur to the avidity and jealousy of the States

of America, and has increased their desire to share this trade. Conjectures

as to the course they may take to secure the posts, either by stratagem
or force. The measures taken to prevent the success of either, although
he has seen nothing to induce him to believe that it would be thought
prudent to adopt either system, and there are wise men in their councils

who would not risk the effect a bieach of the treaty would have on the
minds of the European powers. The necessity Congress is under to

conciliate the Indians and the failure to fulfil the stipulations must show
the Americans that they can expect no transfer of the posts except by
the King's special order, which he shall observe when received. Expects
provisions early in Spring to subsist the troops, loj-alists and Indians.

Remarks on the case of the two last classes ; distress among the loyalists,

who have largely increased since the census was taken by Haldimand.
In civil matters, a spirit of innovation is fast gaining ground among the
Canadians, which will require speedy and decisive determination on the
future conduct to be observed with respect to this country, the spirit of

disobedience being fostered by old subjects for their own ends. Hopes
it has not gone so far as to impede transport to the upper country.

Major Eoss, who carries this letter, can give full information of the state

of affairs. 191
Haldimand to the same. Urging that provisions be continued to the

loyalist settlers, who are unable to obtain sustenance from their lands

this year. Sends abstract of the number to whom a further supply of

rations should be granted. 64
Number of loyalists settled upon Crown lauds in Quebec, with estimate

of provisions required. 66
Haldimand to Sydney. Renews his recommendation that Alexander and

George Davison should be granted the lease of the King's posts, and that
Mr. Dunn and Mr. Baby may have a share, the two Davisons to have one-

third each and Dunn and Baby to have a third between them. 67
Hamilton to the same. Has taken steps to ascertain the feasibility of

establishing a carrying place between Cataraqui and Lake Huron. The
alleged advantages of the project, of which Rocheblave is the author,

who seeks for a grant of the carrying place should it be made. The
number of loyalists resorting to the Province; thousands may be expecteds
this year. 242
Sydney to Hamilton. To prepare the lease of the King's posts, two

thirds to the Davisons and one thii-d to Dunn and Baby, and alternative

instructions should either or both of the latter decline the lease. 69
Hamilton to Sydney. The probability of an influx of loyalists; desires

instructions as to the issue of provisions ; how long those in store will

last. Owing to the scattered state of the loyalists, he has been obliged
to make certain appointments. (The names of those appointed are

given.) 244
Same to the same Speculations as to the effect of the influx of

Americans on the banks of the Ohio ; the destruction of the fur trade, &c.

The fertility of the soil will force the settlers to seek a market; British
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1785.

April 7,

Quebec.

April 8,

London.

April 10,

London.

April 11,

London.

April 12,

London.

April 18,

London.

April 22,

London.

April 20,

London.

April 27,

Whitehall.

merchants will form with them commercial agreements and the fur trade

will be engrossed by Canadian and Hudson Bay traders. With this object

in view has had a survey made of the communication between Montreal
and Lake Huron mentioned in his letter (p. 242) ;

part of the plan sent;

the rest will be finished in Spring. Is at a loss how to deal with regard
to applications on commercial matters. Page 247
The plan follows page 249.

Hamilton to Sydney. Sends minutes of the Legslative Council and of

the Council of State. The necessity of improving the ordinance regulat-

ing the Militia. 251
Extract from the minutes of the Council of State containing a proposal

from Vermont for free trade to and through the Province of Quebec. 252
Mathews to Nepean. List of salaries to schoolmasters. The

character of Stuart, whom Haldimand intends to recommend to be
appointed chaplain at Cataraqui. Yl
Haldimand to Sydney. That in defence of the public interest, he was

obliged to refuse payment of bills di-awn by Sinclaii-, Lieut.-Governor of
Michilimakinak, and is now sued for £50,000 by the holders. Asks
that protection be given him by the ministry, as he is conscious that he
has deserved it. 73

Petition of Sir John Johnson and other subscribers, on behalf of the

officers and soldiers of the Provincial troops and Indian department, and
of other loyalists. The petitioners point out the hardships involved in the
land tenure of Canada and propose : 1. A district from Point au Baudet
westward, distinct from the Province of Quebec. 2. The district to be
divided into counties, Cataraqui being the metropolis. Reasons and
considerations respecting the pi'oposals are given at length and the peti-

tion closes with these words: " Your petitioners implore Your Majesty
that the blessings of the British laws and of the British government and
an exemption from the French tenures may be extended to the afore-

said settlements." The first signature is that of Guy Johnson. 76
Haldimand to Nepean. Calls attention to the necessity of at once send-

ing orders respecting the transport of merchandise on the lakes, and of
having an immediate supply of provisions sent for the loyalist settlers.

The communications on both subjects should bo made to the officer in

command of the troops. 85

Mathews to Nepean. That Haldimand had been visited by Mr. E .

It appears that the enclosed papers had not been sent to Lord Sydney;
they are now forwarded to be laid before His Lordship. 88

Enclosed. Objections (in French) to the demands made in the address

read at the Eecollets, on the 30th of November, 1784. These objections

and criticisms are made article by article. 89
An undated address (in French) follows, petitioning for priests, ofwhom

there is an ui'gent necessity, &c, 97
Haldimand to Nepean. Sends a letter from Mi-. Hunter, the request

in which he recommends should be gianted, but it should be referred to

the Governor and Council in Quebec to provide for the expense. 102
The letter from Eobert Hunter, dated 11th April, embodied a request

of tho merchants in the Quebec trade, that the navigation of the St.

Lawrence might be made less dangerous by laying down buoys, &c. 103
Haldimand to Sydney. Sends and recommends to consideration,

petition of Van Alstine for the payment of arrears due to himself and
his company. Eeasons why the claim was not settled. 198
Van Alstine's memorials and accounts. 200 to 211
Sydney to Hamilton. That to prevent the distresses to which the

loyalists settled on Crown lands would be exposed, a supply of provisions
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April 30,

Whitehall.

Ai)ril 30,

Whitehall.

April 30,

Whitehall.

April 30,

Whitehall.

April —

,

London.

May 4,

London.

and farming utensils is sent for their use, and a further supply of pre-
sents for the Indians. Page 212
Sydney to Hamilton, Acknowledges dispatches of 22nd October and

2nd December last. That from the reasons given by Haldimand for not
communicating to him (Hamilton) the measures relative to the Govern-
ment, he can see no cause for censuring him (Haldimand). Observes
signs of party spirit; it is his duty and that of all the King's servants,

to endeavour to allay all the heats now existing, and to discourage
assemblies which endanger the peace and welfare of the Province. The
clear manner in which the instructions to him and to the military com-
mander have been drawn up. The King approves of the Rev. M.
d'Esglis succeeding Mgr. Briand, but cannot sanction the appointment of
M. Hubert, though aware of his great merit, in preference to M.
Montgolfier, to whom the coadjutorship must first be otfered. To con-

tradict the repoi-ts that Grovernment entertained designs hostile to the
clergy. The Indians 1o be closely observed ; the means to be taken to

secure their affection. Sir John Johnson has been ordered to embark
with that purpose in view. Petitions and counter petitions respecting
a change in the system of government received and laid before the
King.

'

214
Same to the same. Sends copy of Hunter's letter respecting im-

provements in the navigation of the St. Lawrence, and desires him to

lay before Council the proposal for placing buoys in the river, so that

the expense may be provided for. 219
Same to St. Leger. That full instructions will be sent before the

posts are to be given up. Has no reason to think that attempts will be
made to take them by force, but believes that Haldimand's arrange-
ment would defeat such attempts. la sorry to hear of his ill-health

;

if necessary he is to call on Hope for assistance. The Treasury is

making arrangements for the supply of provisions for the troops and
for the loyalist settlers, as well as of farming utensils for the
latter. 220
Same to the same. If the state of his health does not improve, will

try to get leave for him to retire to the south of France. In the mean-
time he can have the assistance of Hope. 222
Mathews to Nepean. Note of letters asked for; will get the papers

he wishetJ, but they are in boxes. 180
Sir John Johnson to the same. Sends Lafayette's speech to the

Indians of Canada, at the Treaty of Fort Stanwixlast autumn, and copy
of a letter from a member of Congress to Joseph Brant. Is his business

in such train as to warrant his taking a passage to Canada ? 223
Lafayette's speech (in French). 224

* Monroe's letter to Brant of 5th February, calendared at its date. 227

Governor Haldimand—Lieut.-Governor Hamilton—1785.

1784.

October 4.

October 2!),

Rutland.

Q. 24-2.

Memorial of North-West Company and letter from Frobisher with
letter from Hamilton of 6th June, 1785. Also in B. 217, pp. 462-

467. Pages 405-409

Act by the State of Vermont for the purpose of opening a free trade

to and through the Province of Quebec, with a resolution to appoint Ira

Allen, Major Joseph Fay and Hon. Jonas Fay, Commissioners for the

purpose. (With Hamilton's letter of 7th April, 1785, p. 282.) 284
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1784.

October —

,

Quebec.

1785.

January 21,
Tort
Mcintosh.

April 2,

Montreal.

April 7,

Quebec.

April 9,

Quebea

April 11,

Montreal.

April 15,

Quebec.

April 18,

Quebec.

April 20,

Quebec.

April 27,

London.

May 2,

Montreal.

The commiHsion, dated 8th November, and the memorial and observa-

tions of Ira Allen, dated at Quebec, 29th March, 1785. Pages 288-289

Abstract from the musters of the disbanded troops and loyalists in the

several quarters and settlements in the Province of Quebec in October,

1784. (With Haldimand's note to Nepean of 27th April, 1785.) 296a
Articles of agreement concluded at Foi-t Mcintosh, between the Com-

missioners plenipotentiary of the United States of America and Sachems
and warriors of " Windott, Delawai-e, Chippaway and Ottaway Nations."

(Names are given here as in agreement.) The lands claimed by the

United States and those allotted to the Indians are described in the

agreement. 472
Memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor from the merchants of Montreal

for relaxations in the regulations for the Indian trade. (With St.

Leger's letter of 7th May.) 329
Hamilton to Sydney. The arrival of Mr, Allen who presented a

commission (enclosed) to treat tor free trade between Vermont and
Canada. The reasons for a desire for such trade on the part of Vermont
and the Canadians; the objections. Mr. Allen sent back with an indefinite

answer. (The enclosures which follow are calendared at their dates.) 282

Same to same. Respecting Pond, his discoveries and the remarks
concerning them. These he (Hamilton) would try to draw up and
transmit in a future letter. The map precedes this letter. 430

Eepresentation (in French) of inhabitants of Montreal, in opposition

to an ordinance for the registration of deeds affecting property and to

the ordinance to renew the ordinance of 29th March, 1777, respecting

the militia of the Province. The names of the petitioners are given.

(With St. Leger's letter of 2nd June.) 357
Table with the price of corvees, with remarks. 3H2
Other documents on the same subject (referred to in St. Leger's letter

of 2nd June) follow. 365 to 373
Minute of the Council of State, respecting the memorial from the

merchants of Montreal on the Indian trade. (With St. Leger's letter of
7th May. 333
Memorial of Peter Pond for the North-West Company. With copy

of a previous memorial (p. 405) and statement of the steps taken
towards making discoveries in the North-West, 418
Hamilton to Sj^dney. Remarks on the minutes of Council sent; the

desii-e of members to forward salutary messures, are opposed generally
by the same persons; there being a few in the Province who seek to

make the Canadians feel the restraints of law, so as to lead them to regard
their situation unfavourably as compared with that under French rule.

The necessity of conciliating Englishmen and their descendants who are
coming to the Province. The unimproved state of the law regulating
the militia. Had called attention to this in the private Council; the
open expression of one of the councillors a native of the country, that

he preferred the Ancient Government; the disturbance thereupon, to which
he put a stop. He cannot help recalling the visit of Lafayette and other
intrigues. Remarks on the ideas of some that a military government
can alone retain the Canadians; these are brought forward by people
wanting fortune, activity, information and true public spirit. His own
course in receiving all petitions and remonstrances, so as to learn what
abuses are to be remedied. 291

Haldimand to Nepean. With an abstract of a muster of loyalists

taken in 1784. (The muster, enclosed, is calendared at its proper
date). 296

Frobisher to Hamilton. Thanks for the care taken to prevent the

spread of the St. Paul's Bay malady. Pond will be careful of the
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1785.

May 7,

Montreal

May 18,

Wake-
iumikee.

May 2.5,

Quebec.

May 26,

<2uebec.

May 26,

<iuebec.

medicines sent. Has made inquiry as to the practicability of a road
from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron ; can get no satisfactory information.

Does not believe a suitable road can be found from the Bay of Quints,
the water being unfit for the passage of large canoes, besides there being
six or seven carrying places to jeach Lake la Clie (Lac aux claies, now
Lake Simcoe), three of them being nearly three leagues. A survey
should, however, be made. The advantages of the Toronto portage, of

which a plan is sent (follows p. 421). The difficulties and how they
might be overcome. The advantages of settling the land, which is good
and if granted in small lots would attract population. Whatever the
result of the survey from the Bay of Quints, the Toronto portage should
be opened at once, as plenty of provisions with other advantages would
be secured. The difficulties in the present road by the Ottawa Eiver, of
which some details are given. Page 423

St. Leger to Sydney. Had been obliged to deviate from the system
adopted by Haldimand in respect to the transport of Indian goods, in

•consequence of the favourable opinion of the Council on the petition ot the
merchants, and by the state of the Government vessels intended for trans-

port. Has consented to allow the merchants to use their own vessels. Has
sent a reinforcement to Michillimakinak to relieve the apprehensions of

the merchants of danger from the Indians. The Lieutenant Grovernor
has stationed an officer of customs there to guaid against illicit trade
from the United States. 326
The memorial, 2nd April, to the Lieutenant Governor referred to in St.

Leger's letter. 329
The Minutes of the Council referred to in the same letter, 333
Council of the Shawanese, Mingoes, Delawares and Cherokees. Captain

Wolf, a Mingo, protested against the Indian lands being encroached on
;

they had taken a prisoner from the Virginians and now delivered him(Johu
Crawford) to the chiefs to be examined. Captain Johnny, Shawanese, ad-

dressing the Virginians, reminded them of the councils they held at Fort
Stanwixand BeaverCreek,atthefir8tof which theyhad seized some of the
Six Nations and detained them prisoners, that thej' had behaved in the same
way at Fort Mcintosh. They would presently kindle another Council
fire; if they did so near them (the Indians) they would not go to it nor
listen to them, if at Detroit, they would think some good was meant.
They knew their (the United States) intention was to draw near, so near
that in bed they could hear the sound of the axes felling the trees. Points
out the boundaries agreed on which were encroached on ; this they were
determined to resist. They had called in Simon Girty that their woi-ds

might be fully explained before him, and gave up the foolish young man
Ci-awford. 478
Thomas Ainslio, Collector, and Thomas Scott, Comptroller of Customs,

that no attempt has yet been made at Quebec to obtain British registers

for United States ships, and that care would be taken to prevent such
an abuse. 380
Hamilton to Sydney. Has received the positive order to grant a lease

of the King's posts to Alexander and George Davison and others. That
he had ali-eady granted leases to Thomas Dunn and William Grant for

reasons given and asks for instructions, 335
The memorial by Thomas Dunn, William Grant and Peter Stuart for

a renewal of their lease of the King's posts, and the other documents
relative to the renewal follow. 338 to 352
Hope to Haldimand. Is sending this by way of New York, Letters

written by Major Mathews received. Thanks for his good wishes, &c.

The pains taken to stir up a bad spirit in the country. The injudicious

proposals of the Lieutenant-Governor respecting a new militia law
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1785.

May 27,
Quebec.

May 29,

Detroit.

June 2,

Montreal.

defeated in council, the old law being renewed for a year. A new jury-

law passed to apply to civil as well as criminal cases. The peti-

tions sent in by those in Quebec who signed for a House of Assembly, in

which, during the discussions, they were joined by people from Montreal,
In these petitions the mask was thrown off, as will be seen by extract

sent. The Lieutenant-Governor proposed to send these petitions con-

taining attacks on persons high in station, rank and character, but was
overiuled by the Council. The attacks were even more scurrilous than
he (Hope) had thought on a tirst perusal. As he and the Lieutenant
Governor differed in opinion on the subject oftransmitting the petitions,,

he (Hope) felt obliged to take the subject of them up publicly. Sends
what he wrote in the Gazette of 29th April. Further lettei's from the

signers of the petition in Monti-eal, answered by the Lieutenant-Gover-

nor in his own name, contrary to the opinion of the Council and of the
military commanders, and written in such a tone as to encourage the
attacks. Sends answer of tho 19th May, to his letter, showing the spirit

at present prevailing, and the minutes of Council will show all that ha&
passed. Is gratified to find that he (Haldimand) is to return this

Summer, as otherwise the country is lost to Great Britain ; all is quiet in

the upper country. The Brigadier General (St. Leger) has had a
terrible Winter, but no man could have executed his orders better.

Page 386:

The extracts and remarks are at pages 359, 360, 363 to 365.

Opinion (in French), by F. J. Cugnet on the claim ofFavry de Chantelou;

to the Bay of Phelipcaux on the coast of Labrador. (With Hamilton's
letter of 4th June). 376
McKee to Sir John Johnson. Sends articles of agreement between the

American Commissioners and Indians at a late council at Beaver Creek.

The belts, &c., recapitulate the injuries done by the Indians during the

late war and the ample means the Americans have to retaliate, with the

impotence of the English to protect them and the demand that the

Indians should accept peace or relinquish their lands ; throw themselves

on the mercy of the Americans and confine themselves to the narrow
limits of the lands allowed them. The disgust of the Indians at these

terms. Deputations gone to other tribes to strengthen alliances and to

settle measures to resist an attempt to drive them from their country,,

for which they look for assistance from their great father. Hostilities

likely. Eeport that parties of Americans have been killed. Messages
received at Sandusky from the Wabash and remote nations, to hold their

ground. Messages have, in consequence, been sent to the Americans to-

desist from coming to their country. Lands reported to be marked
out. 469

St. Leger to Sydney (No. 3). His last letter sent in February. The
impatience of the Americans to get the posts seems to have died away,,

as he has not heard of the matter for some time. The troops are in

high health. The provisions are exhausting fast owing to the mcreased

number of loyalists admitted during the Winter. The impediments to-

transport of provisions to the upper posts caused by intrigues, as already

mentioned. If continued, the maintenance of the upper posts must be
rendered impossible. The indecent aspersions cast on the military

officers, repeated in the most offensive form by those guilty of these

attacks ; enclosing papers containing them, with con-espondenceinthe

newspapers, &c. Except a few of the subscribers, the rest are mechanics

of the lowest class living in Montreal. Hamilton will send copy of the

proceedings of Council, they (St. Leger and Hamilton) have differed in

opinion ; it is for His Lordship to give their views consideration. '^^^35a
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1785.

June 2,

Detroit.

June 4,

Quebec.

June 4,

Quebec.

June 6,

Quebec.

June 6,

Quebec.

June 6,

Quebec.

June 9,

Quebec.

June 18,

Quebec.

McKee to Sir John Johnson. Sends minutes brought by Simon Girty
of a meeting held by the nations inhabiting the countiy contiguous to

the Ohio. These show the resolution of the Indians to defend their

country as long as they are able. They never asked for peace ; they
thought the Americans desired it, and listened to them by the advice of

their Father, having no idea that the Americans looked on them as a

conquered people till so informed by the commissioners. Arrival of
persons from Pittsburg, seeking refuge from persecution. Many others

ready to follow. Page 476
(For minutes of Council enclosed, see abstract of 18th May.)
Hamilton to Sydney. Letters received. Sends report by Cugnet re-

specting the claim by Favry de Chantelou to have a grant for the Bay
Phelipeaux on the Labrador coast registered in name of Count Raudin.
Has received confirmation of the ordinance establishmg habeas corpus.

Sends letter respecting alleged registration of American vessels as

British ships. Has received King's speech. Has already written in

answer to the order to grant the lease of the King's posts to Alexander
and George Davison. 3*74

Same to same. Sends minutes of Council with remarks on the repre-

sentation respecting the militia law, &c., and on the manner in which
the corvee had been conducted. His rule to admit all representations,

"the liberty of remonstrating is not always used with discretion, but it

is dangerous to treat with contempt any class of men." Thinks that

the answer of the Council would have contented the public; the printed

publications and minutes of the Council will show how much many
ditiered with him. His disapproval of the irregular manner in whicn
the corvee was conducted. 381
Same to same. Sends addresses to show the loyal disposition and con-

tent of a number of His Majesty's subjects in the Province. If approved,
he should be pleased to be the medium ofcommunicating the answer. 394
Address from Quebec on the King's birthday, with thanks for the

measures taken to facilitate the fisheries in the lower part of the Pro-
vince and the Indian trade in the upper country. (The same in French
401.) 395
The Address, dated from Montreal, 9th May, besides the above subjects,

returns thanks for the extension of trials by jury to commercial dis-

putes, &c. 398
Hamilton to Sydney. Encloses a memorial to Haldimand from North-

West traders and also their memorial to himself for exclusive trade.

Although opposed to monopolies, yet he believes that were the trade
suddenly thrown open, it would lead to endless quarrels and blood shed.

Sends plan showing communication from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron (to

follow 421) ; and Pond's discoveries (to follow 429). Asks for instruc-

tions. 403
The memorial of the North-West Company and letter of Frobisher,

date* 4th October, 1784 in B. 217, pp. 462-467. 405-409
Hamilton to Sydney. Representation respecting the services and

losses of Jehu Hay, Lieutenant-Governor of Detroit. 435
Same to same. Representing the services and claims of Philip

Rocheblave. 439
Extracts from letters respecting Rocheblave from Sir Gny Carleton to

Hamilton and to him (Rocheblave.) 443
Representation (in French) of the advocates and notaries of the Pro-

vince of Quebec to the King. Representing the hardship that would
be inflicted on them by the provisions of the ordinance Chapter IV, of

1785. (The complaint refers specially to Section VII, which separates

the functions of notaries and advocates, so that the notary should not
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1785.

June 18,

Quebec.

June 21.

London.

June 23,

Quebec.

June 24,

Whitehall.

July 1,

Montreal.

'Tuly 1,

Quebec.

July 7,

Quebec.

July 8,

Quebec.

practice as an advocate, nor the advocate as a notary. The provision
respecting the course of study was amended in 1787, (Chapter XI) but
the other sections were not changed. Page 274
Hamilton to Sj^dney, Sends minutes of Council with remarks. Sends

return of the Indian outfit (p. 434). The progress of the loyalists at

Cataraqui. Introduces Mr. Dunn. 446
Minutes of the Council of State of 12th and 16th March, concerning

applications for lands. 448
Minutes of the 24th and 28th March, relative to an application from

Vermont for free trade, declined, the Council having no authority. 450
Haldimand to Sydney. Senfls claims of the 3Iohawks and other Six

Nation Indians for losses during the late rebellion. These were brought
by Brant and two other chiefs, who wished to carry them to London,
and were only stopped on his promise to lay their claims himself before

the Ministry. Trusts that a payment in part, at least, may be made to

the Indians as early as to the loyalists. 297
Estimate of the losses in the real and personal estate of the Six Nations,

referred to in the preceding letter as valued in 1775. 299 to .325

Hamilton to Townshend. Acknowledges circular respecting the trade

between the United States and Newfoundland. 455
Sydney to Hamilton. That Mr. Eoderick Macdonell has been asked

by a number of Scotch Highlanders and other British subjects of the
Roman Catholic persuasion, who were inhabitants of the back parts of
New York during the war and now settled in the higher parts ofCanada,
tojointhemin order to serve them in the capacity of a clergyman.
He hopes on his arrival to be allowed an annual subsistence by Govern-
ment. He is to be allowed to join. The King's decision as to an allow-

ance shall be communicated at an early opportunity. 279
Memorial follows. 280
Mgr. Montgolfier to Hamilton (in French). His gratitude for the

honour done to him by the King in offering him the office of Coadjutor,

but his advanced age and want of experience compel him to decline it.

Asks that effect be given to the presentation in favour of M. Fran§ois
Hubert, by the clergy and people of Canada. 489

Memorial of Jacob Schieffelin stating his services and losses and pray-
ing for such allowance as (jrovernment may deem adequate. 494
Account of losses by Schieffelin and Smith on the 9th of April, 1779,

when the goods were thrown overboard from His Majesty's ship
" Angelica." 497

Council of State. Proceedings respecting the construction of a road by
Temiscouata to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, to have communi-
cation for mails, &c., through British territory, to obviate the necessity
of submitting to the exorbitant conditions of the Postmaster General of

New York. The report of Hugh Finlay is embodied in the minutes. 483
Hamilton to Sydney. Sends papers and letter from Hay, Detroit, that

several persons from the Colonies have come in and taksfen the oaths. He
has not yet settled about granting lands to them. These people had seen
recruiting parties out, which alarmed them, and that from the difference

between Church ofEngland people and Presbyterians a rupture was likely.

He (Hamilton) believes from the turbulent disposition of the people of

New York, that there will be intei-nal trouble, which will prevent attacks

on the upper country; that the attempt to raise a small number of men
in Albany was attended with difficulty, and that the methods of raising

taxation were odious. The minutes of Council will show what has been
done towards improving the navigation of the St, Lawrence, and the

opening of a communication with New Brunswick and Nova Scotia,

Forwards a memorial from Jacob Schieffelin, recommending his case. 466
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1785.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 9,

Quebec.

July 17,

London.

July 21,

London.

August 4,

London.

August 6,

London.

August 8,

London.

August 19,

London.

August 25,

London.

Minutes of the Council of State. The question of improving the naviga-

tion of the St. Lawrence referred to the Legislative Council. Page 482
Hamilton to Montgolfier (in French). That his letter would be

forwarded to Loid Sydney. Expresses his own sense ofhis (Montgolfiei''s)

merits, and his hopes for his returning health, 491
Bishop Desgly to Sydney (in Fi-ench). Acknowledgment of the

King's favour. The i-oyal approbation of the conduct of Mgi-. Briand
will not fail to make that serve as a model for his own. But for Mgr.
Montgolfier's advanced age, and his opposition to the appointment, he
would have recommended him to the office of coadjutor, and prays that

the wishes of the Province may be complied with for the appointment of

M. Hubert. 492
Haldimand to Sydney. Sends letters from Hope and from Twiss and

Maurer, respecting the representation of Hope, giving a just idea of the
persons to whom Hamilton is giving his countenance, and showing how
unfit a person he was to be treated with confidence. 384

Sir John Johnson to Nepean, Sends returns of the Indian Department.
Is anxious to know if he is to j)repare to sail for Canada, or to remain
in London another Winter. 432
Eoturns (not paged) follow after 434
Sir John Johnson to Sydney. That the question of his salary as

Indian superintendent may be left to His Lordship. Hefers slightly to

his losses, but states the mortification he felt at not receiving military
rank at the close of the war, to which he felt he was entitled. 456
Barthelemy to Sydney (in French), Introduces Abb^ Pinet, and

recommends that he be granted an interview. 459
Statement (in French) by M. Pinet, for the congregation of the priests

of the Seminary of St. Siilpice of Paris, who have an establishment in

Montreal, . 460
Haldimand to Nepean, Does not know Abb^ Pinet. It may be well

to receive what he has to say in writing, so that it may be compared
with Adhemar's schemes. 462

Pinet to Sydney (in French). That the Sulpicians have been training
ecclesiastics to serve the cause of religion, and it would be to hinder its

free exercise were they to be compelled to receive others than those
they had themselves trained, 463
Sydney to Pinet (in Fjench). Is convinced of the purity of the

teaching, &c,, of the men that would be selected by the Sulpicians, His
Majesty is, however, making every effort to secure priests, whose morals,
piety and zeal will be for the benefit of his Catholic subjects. 465

Miscellaneous Correspondence—1785.

1785,
February 5,

Montreal.

March 16.

London.

Q. 25.

Address (in French) by the Committee of Seigniors, gentlemen,
principal tenants and citizens of the Province of Quebec, to Sydney,
enclosing a petition in opposition to the plan proposed for the change of

government in that Province. Page 241
Minutes (in French) of a meeting held at the town of Boucherville,

authorizing the Seignior to sign the foregoing petition, 243
Memorandum respecting public matters in the Province of Quebec,

submitted to the consideration of the Eight Hon, Lord Sydney by General
Haldimand, 1, Means the most probable to retain the Six Nations and
Western Indians in the King's inteiest, 2, Preservation ofthe fur trade and
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1785.

March 20,

Shawanese
Towns.

April 3,

Detroit.

May 26,

Quebec.

May 31,

Detroit.

request of the ^N'orth-West Company. 3. Plan for navigation of the lakes

in the upper country. 4. Plan for the establishment of the disbanded
corps and loyalists settled upon the Crown lands. 5. Eespecting the
fortifications of Quebec and the several posts throughout the Province.

6. Civil affairs. 7. To discountenance the correspondence carried on by
people styling themselves deputies from Canada. 8. Plan for establish-

ing a Court of Appeal. 9. Post office revenue. 10. Ainslie and Davison
to be recommended for seats in the Council. Page 295 to 313

Message to McKee from the Shawanese, informing him of the demand
made for lands by the Americans. 52

Eeport by Simon Grirty of what took place at the Council at Beaver
Creek, at which the Americans held five Indians as hostages for the
return of prisoners. That the Indians neither consented nor objected to

the demand made for their lands, having gone to the Council only to

listen to the propositions ;—that Clark proposed to hold another meeting
on the Miami Eiver, and that a Delaware chief attempted to defend the
right of the Indians to their lands. The commissioners demanded that

the war hatchet should be delivered up and buried, but the Indians
said they would deliver it to their Father, whose orders they would
obey. The Lake Indians said they had no prisoners. A Huron chief

who accompanied him (Grirty) part of the way said that the Indians
were dissatisfied at the extent of land asked for by the Americans and
several parties of them had gone against the frontiers. 74
Hope to Governor Carleton, New Brunswick. Detailed statement of

the proceedings in the case of the ordinances respecting registration

and the organisation of the militia; the representations sent from Quebec
and Montreal ; the charges against the conduct of the officers in charge
oi^he transport, &c. ; his answer and the infatuated conduct of Hamil-
ton, who, with the most generous heart and the best intentions, lets

himself be led away by a chimera, thus subjecting himself to the insinu-

ations of designing men. Remarks at length on the general subject of

Hamilton's course, and the effect it has had on public opinion. Is sorry
for this, as it will hurt him (Hamilton) materially. Has no doubt that

his (Hope's) conduct will be unsparingly canvassed by the merchants
here, who will undoubtedly write to the merchants in London in the same
way, but will, before long, find the bad effects of Hamilton's course on
their own business. The whole question is one of a very serious nature.

P.S.—That many who had signed the representation had sent word that
their signatures were obtained on false statements. 15

Information of Loyalists (named) from Bedstone, that owing to the
treatment they had received from the Americans they had come for

refuge ; they would have come sooner, but could not bring their wives
and children except at the risk of their lives. Hoped to take back
encouragement for others to come in. Polluck, an American, had passed
at New Orleans bills issued by Congress for more than their value, and
was detained till the amount had been paid. Robberies committed by
Kentuckians on Spanish settlements, the Spaniards followed to the Tails

of Ohio, where the officer in command promised to deliver the guilty,

but refused on finding they were principal people at the post. The
Spaniards have threatened revenge, and Minory, an American at New
Orleans, reports they will have no further dealings with the United
States and war was expected. That orders had been given from Phila-

delphia to raise a large number of troops. Imprisonment of two of the

loyalists in 1778, who were robbed of everything. 64
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1785.

May to
A«gust.

,Tune 2,

JDetroit.

June 2,

Detroit.

June 15.

June 16,

Quebec.

June 23,

Quebec

June 23,

Quebec.

June 24,

Quebec

June 26,

Quebec.

Papers concerning the lease of the King's posts, including corres-

pondence, leases, memorials, opinions of counsel, &c., from May to

August. Page 247 to 294
George Sharp to Gov. Hay. That the Governors of New Orleans and

Natchez had denied all communication to England, France and
America by the Mississippi, and that the Provinces of North Carolina,

Georgia and Virginia had prohibited all commerce on the Cherokee
Eiver till the Cherokee Indians had made peace ; that the Americans
intended to settle the Cherokee Eiver this summer and had sent out
surveyors. This, however, is only rumour. He had been well received

by the Indians, Avho seemed inclined for peace. 62
McKee to Sir John Johnson. Received proceedings of a council

brought by Simon Girty. (Q. 24-2, p. 476.) 72
Pi-oclamation by the Congress of the United States, forbidding

settlement on the unappropriated lands on the Ohio until they are

surveyed and opened for sale, and oi*dering the departure of all already
settled there. 203
Hope to Nepean. Sends this letter by Captain Nicholas of the 44th,

whom he strongly recommends. Is gratified at Lord Sydney's favour-

able intentions towards him. Has sent letters to Haldimand on the
subjects mentioned in St. Leger's dispatches. (Q. 24—2 p. 386.) In
Haldimand's absence wishes the matter brought before Sydney so that
he might not suffer from misrepresentation. In a P. S. of the 18th he
asks that letters sent to Mrs. Hope be forwarded to her brother if she
has sailed ; that Skene had arrived in Canada and that Dunn and his

family were sailing in the vessel that carries this letter. The good
opinion of Dunn is universal in Canada. 1

There are enclosed copies of representations touching corved, with
remarks and correspondence referred to in Q. 24-2. 4 to 14
Hamilton to Sydney. Has received letter by Davison. Has received

with due submission the remarks on the differences of opinion between
him (Hamilton) and Haldimand; will give all possible attention to the
instructions sent. All the petitions sent were presented by the inhab-
itants with decency and unattended by violence or tumult. The best
intelligence exists among himself, St. Leger and Hope, though they differ

in opinion. The contentment of the clergy, the mercantile classes and
the loyalists. " How small, then, must be the number of dissatisfied per-

sons." When a duly qualified chief justice is sent out and when the
instruction of the rising generation shall be in proper hands, discontented
people will not be countenanced. The low state ofBishop Briand's health.

His Majesty's pleasure has been communicated to Mgr. Montgolfier.
Remarks on a statement that efforts were made to lead the clergy to

suspect hostile designs on the part of Government. Has informed St.

Leger of the instructions respecting the Indians. 22
Hamilton to Townshend. Act respecting trade between the United

States and Newfoundland received. 26
Sir John Johnson to Sydney. Acknowledging the receipt of certain

documents delivered by Alexander Davison. 27
Hope to Nepean. By the arrival of Alexander Davison word has been

received of a contract for provisions having been entered into, but no
preparations made for shipping them till 1st September, and only for

3,500 pei'sons, whilst the number of loyalists alone who are to be
victualled till June, 1786, is 5,576, not to speak of additions. How are
the additional supplies to be provided, and forwarded to the upper posts?
The necessity of sending information without waiting to communicate
with St, Leger, as the delay would have the most serious consequences.
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July 7,

Quabec.

July 8,

Quebec.

July 11,

Montreal.

July 16,

Detroit.

July 16,

Detroit.

July 21,

Quebec.

July 8, 15,

and 21,

Quebec.

July 23,

Quebec.

July 24,

Quebec.

July 25,

Montreal.

July 30,

Quebec.

July 31,

Carlisle.

August 1,

London.

August 1,

Montreal.

Had written by Captain Nicholas, and would continue to send informa-
tion which seems to be desired. Page 29

Minutes of Council. (See Q. 24-2, p. 483.) 67

Hamilton to Sydney. Sends letter, &c., from Hay, Detroit. (Dupli-

cate of letter in Q. 24^2, p. 466, followed by articles of agreement between
the United States and Indians, p. 472, and report of Council held at

Wakitumekee, 18th May, 1785, p. 478, also letter from McKee to Sir

John Johnson, 29th May, p. 469.) 45-48-55-59

St. Leger to Sydney. Sends letters from McKee. Copies of report of
Council, of information by Grirty, &c., which would indicate that an open
rupture between the Indians and the United States is unavoidable.

Asks for instructions as to the conduct to be followed should the Indians

ask for assistance. The conduct of the American commissioners has
been most impolitic and must be of the most serious nature to them. 77

Duplicates (not copied here) follow.

Eepresentations of traders at Detroit respecting the transport of

goods. 128
Governor Hay to Hamilton supporting the prayer of the memorial

from the traders at Detroit. 132

Hamilton to St. Leger. Sends memorial from merchants trading to

the upper posts; with minutes of Council, believing that he will give the

mercantile community all the aid possible in the transport of their

goods. 104
20 Minutes of the Council of State on the application of the merchants

trading to the upper posts, giving the opinions of the members of

Council. 93

Hamilton to St. Leger. Further respecting the application of

merchants for transport to the upper posts. The difficulties ; informa-

tion to be obtained to be forwarded to the Ministry. 106

Same to Sydney. Sends a memorial and gives his reasons for the

application for compensation. 86

St. Leger to the same Had relaxed the regulations so far as to allow

of private bateaux and canoes being employed in transporting goods on
the lakes. Has received a second memorial for leave to navigate in

vessels, which he has not complied with, but submits for decision. 156

Answer by St. Leger of same date to the memorial of the merchants
of Montreal, trading to the upper posts, in the terms indicated in his

letter to Sydney. 159

Hamilton to S3'dney. Sends memorials from merchants in Montreal
trading to the upper country. The Minutes of Council and letters to St.

Leger will show what has been done. Isaac Todd, one of the merchants,

who is now in London, can furnish satisfactory answers. 88

The memorial from the merchants. 89

Message, signed by R. Clark and Richard Butler, addressed to the

Uppei" Chippawa and Ottawa Nations to meet in Council on the Ist of

October next at the mouth of the Miami River. 205

A similar message to the Wiandots, dated at Carlisle the 3rd
August. 207
Haldimand to Sydney. Desires to know the latest day to which the

Quebec mail will be detained as he has to transmit commissions and
other papers in the suits of Du Calvet and Hay. The disposition shown
by some whose duty should dictate different conduct to abet the conduct

of Du Calvet, &c. 32

James McGill to Hamilton. The probability of the trade to Detroit

falling into the hands of the Americans were private vessels allowed on

the lakes. The extent of the uppei' country trade described, its value is
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August 2
Niagara.

August 5,

London.

August 6,

Niagara.

August 8,

Montreal.

August 8,

Montreal.

August 8,

Montreal.

£180,000, of which £100,000 value is from the country now within the
United States and the £80,000 within the Canadian line. The question
now is whether the interference with each other's trade will arise most
from the Americans or from the British after the posts are given up.

His reason for believing that it will be a long time befoie the Americana
can enter with advantage into this trade. It is of no great consequence-
whether the Grand Portage is within the American lines or not, as a new
road to the North-West has been discovered by Lake !N^ipigon, which
was gone over last winter. How business can be done within the
American lines, whatever means may be taken by the Americans to
exclude British subjects. All Government can do is to give convenience
to the trade and to allow the merchants to have small decked vessels of
their own, so that they may have their goods in the market in June or
July and those from England the same season. These measures are for

the future, but the trade during the present season is greatly hindered,
of which details are given. The merit of discovering the new route to

the North-West belongs to Benjamin and Joseph Frobisher, directors of
an extensive trade to that country. Page 111

&3, Eeport by Dease of a Council held with the Indians on the 2nd August
at which the Western Indians asked the Six Nations to unite with them
to defend their country against the attacks of the United States. On the
3rd the Six Nations addressed Dease, repudiating the action taken by
their representatives at Foi-t Stanwix last year, especially in giving
up to the United States the land about Niagara, which the chiefs

cannot consider as ofany effect. Dease answered advising them not to act
precipitately, but to state to Congress fairly their position and
claims. . 136
Notes for an answer to be made by Nepean to Hope. The allowance

to loyalists. Contiacts have been made on this scale for 5,400 men and
1,050 childien from Ist September next to 1st June, 1786. The contract
for the 3,500 troops is a separate one. 33

Major Campbell to St. Leger. Sends copy of the proceedings of a council

between the Six Nations and the Western Confederacy. The idea of hav-
ing so many savages prepared for war m the neighbourhood of the post
is not pleasing ; had tried to keep them as far from Niagara as possible.

Buffalo was thought of, but the Six Nations believe Niagara to be their

fireplace, and they were prevailed on to meet at the landing. They
show every appeai'ance of a steady attachment. 147

St. Leger to Nepean. The arrival of implements for the loyalist

settlers and presents for the Indians. Sends report of survey. The
broad axes are the only articles not wellmanufactured ; the Indian goods
are superior in quality to those previously sent. 80

Certificates, two by Eichard Dobie and Robert Griffin, the other by
James Stanley Goddard, that the goods referred to in St. Leger's letter

have been surveyed and found in good order and of good qual-

ity.
^

81-83-85

James McGill to Hamilton. Gives details of the delays in the trans-

port of goods to the upper country. He, at least, is free of blame in the
matter. 118
Bejamin Frobisher to Finlay. Sends memorial to be presented to the

Lieutenant Governor, respecting the transport of goods to the upper
country. The expense of convej^ance by canoes; the hardships caused
by the prohibition to have private vessels to navigate the lakes. Enters
into details of the difficulties and delays experienced in being compelled
to ship only in the King's vessels. 119
The memorial on the subject of transport on the lakes. 122

6a—11
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August 11,

Quebec.

August 12,

Quebec.

August 13,

Whitehall.

August 15,

Montreal.

August 17,

Quebec.

August 17,

Quebec.

Augiist 20,

Whitehall.

August 20,

Whitehall.

August 22,

Whitehall.

August 23,

WhitehaU.

August 27,

Quebec.

August 29,

Quebec.

Hamilton to St. Leger. Sends copy of the memorial from the merch-
ants. Nothing can be done till orders are received from the Minister.

The request for the use of the " Eeaver " seems reasonable. Page 125
Hamilton to Sydney, Eespecting the application of the merchants

concerning transport to the upper posts. The necessity of a new survey
of the St. Lawrence. 109

. Sydney to Hamilton. The King has no further need of his services

;

he is to return to England, to leave with Hope, who succeeds him,
all insti'uctions and other documents. 34

St, Leger to the same. Has received copy of memorial from . the

merchants, but had already written Lord Sydney on the subject. Sends
speech delivered to Dease at Niagara. The Six Nations have nothing
to do but sit quiet till the arrival of their superintendent. Hopes this

bustle between them and the Americans is not due to Joseph Brant's

politics, 134
Hamilton to Sydney. Sends documents relative to the navigation of

the lakes for the transport of goods to the upper country, and to Indian
affairs. 126

Same to Dease. Has received copies of the speeches at Niagara,

which he shall transmit to Lord Sydney. Approves of his temperate
answer to the Six Nations. 145

S.ydney to Hope. He is to succeed Hamilton. The commission is

sent. The appointment is made from the King's opinion of his zeal,

temper and discretion, and to put an end to party spirit. There is

not time fully to consider several important matters before the vessel

sails, but they will be immediately attended to, and instructions on these

and other subjects sent. General rules for his conduct. 35
Same lo same. A friendly letter, urging him to use every means to

put an end to cabals and party spirit in the Province. 37
Same to same. That loyalists who have settled on private lands are

to have an equal share of the royal bounty with those who have settled

on lands belonging to the Crown. The care to be exercised in respect

to those persons who have lately come into the Pi'ovince, that only

those deserving may obtain assistance. Others who have removed from
the United States on account of interested motives should not be par-

takers of the rewards to which persons who have proved their loyalty

are entitled. 39
Same to same. Eespecting the claims of Pierre Roubaud, a Jesuit

priest, for a pension agreed in 1*764 to be paid him from the revenues of

the Jesuits, but which had been refused, though ordered more than once

to be paid. He is to inquire into the financial state of the college,

and strongly recommends the payment of Eoubaud's annuity. Cannot
form any opinion as to the payment of arrears claimed by Roubaud

;

but they should be paid if the college is in a yiosition to do so. Sends
documents relating to the case. 42
Hamilton to Nepean. Asks his good offices on behalf of the family

of Hay, Lieutenant Governor of Detroit, who is dead. He was fi-om cir-

cumstances unable to provide for his family. Urges that a pro-

vision be made for the widow and daughters. 149
Same to Sydney. Is apprehensive that the Indians on the Amer-

ican frontier cannot be restrained from hostilities, notwithstanding the

care of Sir John Johnson'js agents. What ammunition the Indians are
possessed of. Death of Hay, his good services. A person of influence

with the Indians should succeed him. Would recommend McKee for

reasons given, but has consulted Hope and will await the arrival of Sir

John Johnson. Repeats his commendation of McKee. Has sent orders
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1785.

Septemberp.,^
Montreal. ~ 1

September 5,

London.

September 5,

Detroit.

September 6,

Sandusky.

September 14,

Quebec.

September 14,

Niagara.

September 20,

Detroit.

to the agents to send information on Indian proceedings. Eecommends
the ease of Mrs. Hay. Page 151
Hamilton to Nepean, Had written to Sydney on the death of Hay,

and respecting a successor. Hope has shown him the letter written to

Lord Sydney on the latter subject, in which he states his difference of
opinion from him (Hamilton) as to the qualifications of McKee. If it

is determined to fill the offices with militaiy officers he has nothing to

say, but with regard to Detroit it is a disadvantage to have a quick suc-

cession of commanders. If McKee has not had a military education he
has acted with approbation in a military capacity, and the chances of
an Indian war render it necessary to have a person of cool, moderate
views and experience. Respecting the placing of buoys as recommended
by Captain Schanks. 161
Haldimand to Sydney (in French). Calls attention to the loss of

emoluments by the change of the Government of Quebec, by which he
loses the allowance of Lieutenant General on the staff. Asks that the
case be laid before the King, 44
McKee to Dease. A council of Indians called in the neighbourhood

to meet this fall. It is reported that the Indians have received assur-

ances from the Americans that they have recalled people improving lands
on this side of the Ohio and will not permit settlements in the Indian
country without the consent of the Indians, This may put a stop to

hostilities, although the Cherokees seem to be actuated by a desire for

plunder. The Shawanese who released Colonel Lewis are returned;
they were warned to attend a meeting at Canawha. Eespecting pro-
visions now on the way from Fort Pitt, The late arrival of Sir John
Johnson causes anxiety to the Indians. Various tribes (named) are
come to settle among the Western Indians, 186

Captain Caldwell to Major Ancrum, Detroit (extract). That two days
before he arrived at the lower town, the messengers from Congress had
arrived to call a council at the Miamis, Since Clark's arrival, recruiting
parties are out in all directions. The messengers told the Indians that
Detroit was to be taken by force and that they are raising 1,500 men for

that service. They mean to attack Detroit this fall or in Spring, and in

the meantime will take hostages to keep the Indians quiet who do not
wish to join them, and if encouraged would do something against them.
Is going to Shawanese towns, Hopes soon to hear, as the Indians are
anxious for word from Sir John Johnson ; they propose shortly to hold
a council, 212
Hamilton to Commodore Sawyer, Sends memorial of merchants for

protection to the fisheries and requests him to communicate with Lord
Sydney on the subject. 180
Dease to Hamilton, Thanks for approbation of his conduct. The

Indians, on his advice, have sent a message to Congress that they will

meet Major Schuyler and Colonel Monro at Buffalo Creek. His critical

situation; will use the utmost discretion. Sends letter from McKee at

Detroit. Has learned that the Americans are building three picketed
forts near Tioga on the Susquehanna. The settlement on the Grand
River contains now 1,000 souls ; there would have been as many more,
but he was unwilling to increase the expenditure for provisions. The
Senecas intend to remove to Long Point on the north shore ofLake Erie,

should the Americans take possession of their land, Necessity for regu-
lating the Indian trade, as every idle fellow now begins Indian
trader. 183
Message to the Americans, decided on at a meeting held on this date,

that since the business done at Forts Stanwix and Mcintosh has not yet
had time to be communicated to all the tribes and the issue determined

6a—U^
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on, the council called at the mouth of the Miami Eiver for the 1st of

October cannot be held ; when affairs are settled the time and place of
the meeting shall be announced. The Indians are surprised that the
United States messengers, although within sight of the council fire, had
turned aside to avoid it. This is followed by a message to the " Half
King' and another to "the several nations south side of the lake,"

sending the terms of their message to the United States. Page 209
September 20, Chiefs of the Shawanese, Mingoes and Delawares to McKee. That
Kisapoe.

^^^^^ j^^^ obeyed the advice of the Six Nations not to go to the council

called by the Americans, but to return a good answer. They are invited

to another council, but will not go, whatever the consequences. They
would allow the Americans to be the aggressors, as advised, but they
(the British) must be strong to defend them. They (the Indians) mean
to defend their lands-to the last man, and will spate none if the Ameri-
cans begin. The Indians about Detroit to bo informed of their determi-

nation and to tell them to be strong. 235
September 22, Alex. McCormick to McKee. Has returned from Beaver Creek.

Ra^*ids Three astronomers were running the line between Pennsylvania and
Virginia. Hutchins at Fort Pitt, to run the line between the United
States and the Indians. A message is to be sent to the Wyandots to

attend the running of the line. 214
September 25, Nicholas Cox, Lieutenant Governor of Gasp^, to Hamilton. Sets forth
Quebec. ^j^g utility of a Provincial vessel of 100 tons burthen, aj-med and carry-

ing 30 men, visiting the fishing and trading posts from Eestigouche
and Mount Lewis, on the southern side of his district in the river and
Gulph of St. Lawrence, and on the north from St. John's Eiver along
the Labrador shore, to settle boundaries of fishing posts, and prevent
American interlopers and smugglers. 178

September 26, Hamilton to Sydney. That a considerable quantity of timber lying
Quebec. here had been ordered to be sent to Gibraltar, but nothing had been

done towards it. Sends memorial from the merchants to allow part of
it to be used for another purpose. The conduct of the memorialists in

respect to the Stamp Act and in the defence of the Province seems to

give them a claim to consideration. 164
The memorial, dated 7th September (enclosed), prays for the grant of

a part of the timber, to build a bridge over the St. Charles Eiver. 166
September 26, Hamilton to Sydney. Encloses memorial praying that vessels of war be
Quebec. stationed in the Gulph for the protection of trade and the security of

those engaged in the fisheries, and recommending that the petition be
granted. 169

The memorial is endorsed: "Memorial of Messrs. Grant, Stuart, Lym-
burner and several other principal merchants in Quebec, setting forth

the abuses committed in the Gulph and in the harbours in the Eiver St.

Lawrence by subjects of the United States." 170
' Affidavit (in French) in support of the memorial, by Isaac Dagory,
that two armed vessels belonging to the United States had forcibly

taken possession of the salmon fishing, at the Eiver Ouiachacoute, and
that he was informed schooners had been fishing in other rivers. 173

Similar affidavits from Barthelemy Hervieux (in French) and John
Eoss (in English). 175, 177

September 28, Hamilton to Sydney. Sends papers, just received, respecting Indian
Quebec. aifairs. 182

(Letters from Dease of 16th and ofMcKee of 5th September (enclosed)

calendared at the proper dates.)

October 4, Major Campbell to St.Leger. With copies of the proclamation to settlers
Niagara. ^nd messages to the Indians sent by Congress. The messengers sent by

Congress were met near the Miamis village on their way to Post Vin-
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i7a5.

October 5,

Niagara.

October 11,

Montreal.

October 12,

Montreal.

October 15,

Quebec.

October 21,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 28,

Qnebec.

November 2,

Quebec.

cent, St. Joseph's and the Illinois country to invite the Indians to a
council. One of the messengers was Rankin, of Detroit, who had been
under the protection of the British during the war. The messengers
said it was too late to attack Detroit this fall, but that it would certainly

be attacked in Spring. Page 215
Campbell to St. Leger. The persons sent to Tioga report all quiet,

and he could discover no ground for the i-eport made by the Indians to

Jervos, that American armies are assembling there. People are settling

on the upper branches of the Susquehanna near Tioga, of whom the

Indians are very jealous, considering it an encroachment. 217
St. Leger to Sydney. That after vainly waiting for explicit information

as to the giving up of his command, he had determined, owing to the late

season and his continued ill-health to transfer it to Hope, the next officer

in succession, who thereby becomes a Brigadier-General on the Canadian
establishment. 190

Hope to Sj'-dney (No. 1). That the command of the forces had devolved
on him. Eeport on the Indians similar to that in Hamilton's letter of
the 15th. Intends going to Quebec in a few days. 197
Hamilton to the same. Encloses petition respecting a bridge over the

St. Charles. The Indians have recovered from their alarm at the com-
ing ot Americans to settle on the forks of the Susquehanna. All is quiet

the Indians being determined to follow the advice of Dease. Owing
to the non arrival of Sir John Johnson, he will do nothing about McKee's
appointment till the arrival of the packet. 192

The petition for the bridge, dated 1st, 9th and 10th September. 193

Hope to Sydney (No. 2). Had received dispatches on his return from
Montreal, signifying his appointment to be Brigadier General on the
staff of Canada and Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Quebec.
Has only time to acknowledge the receipt of dispatches and his grate-

ful sense of the honour done him. 199

Same to same (No. 3). Sends papers to show the state of affairs in

the Indian country. The fidelity, temper and disposition of the Indians
which Sir John Johnson must continue to improve on his arrival. 201

(Eight enclosures relative to Indian affairs calendared at their respec-

tive dates.)

Hamilton to Sydney. Shall leave for England as ordered, sailing on
the 2nd November. Should the public accounts not be closed to-day, shall

send them by the earliest opportunity. Accounts noted which are not
yet ready. Will leave all instructions, &c., with Hope. 188
Hope to the same. Expresses his grateful thanks for His Lordship's

kindness. Had hoped to be able to thank His Lordship personally, but
it being thought best he should remain for the Wintej-, hopes he may ob-

tain leave of absence next summer. 218
Same to same (No, 4). Had acknowledged receipt of the commission

of Lieutenant Governor ; was this day sworn in, had delayed this to allow

Hamilton to finish business of various kinds. Reminds His Lordship
of the causes which led the old subjects to oppose the Act regulating
the Province of Quebec. The same persons now renew petitions

against the present constitution of the Province, being actuated by
party spirit and faction without regard to the public interest. It shall

be his study to check this spirit and to bring back His Majesty's subjects

to a sense of duty. Party spirit has made little progress among the

Canadians in general. Those who have joined in the petitions are mostly
small shop keepers and traders and, with few exceptions, not respectable

in character. The noblesse, landed proprietors and secular clergy are

aware of the advantages the Act gives them. The influence of the regu-

lars, namely, the Seminaries of Quebec and Montreal and other religious
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November 3,

Quebec.

November 3,

Quebec.

November 3,

Quebec.

November 5,

Quebec.

communities, made some respectable Canadians join in the mission of

Adhemar and Delisle, in consequence of the expulsion oftwo priests sent

out by the Seminary at Paris, but as soon as they discovered that this

was turned to political purposes, they showed by their petition to the

King their disapprobation of a House of Assembly. The general oflScers

who have been in command since the Conquest (Gage, Murray, Carleton

and Haldimand) are competent to judge of the best system to preserve

the country, but he suggests that power be given to appoint more than
six Canadian Catholics to seats in the Council for reasons given. Suggests
also the raising of a corps officered by Canadians as a measure to attach

them to Government. The desire of the loyalists settled between Cata-

raqui and Montreal for a system different from that in the other parts

of the Province may lead to embarrassment, but he does not think it

demands immediate settlement. • Page 220
Hope to Sydney (No. 5). The arrangements which he has made in the

absence of instructions for carrying on the duties of the Quartermaster
Geneial, Barrack and Marine Departments. Captain Barnes, of the

Eoyal Artillery, has been appointed senior, with Wood and Genevay as

his deputies. The advantages of the arrangement. Should it be thought
better to appoint a Deputy Barrack Master General, to take charge
specially of that department, recommends Wood for the office, filling up
the office of Assistant Quartermaster General with such person as he
may be able to select. 225

Tables showing Haldimand's arrangement and that now pro-

posed. 229

Hope to Sydney. (No. 6) . That until definite instructions are given on
the subject, suggests that Major Ancrum continue in command at

Detroit. Should the office of Lieutenant-Governor be renewed, recom-

mends Captain William Dunbar of the Slth, or in event of insurmount-
able obstacles to that appointment, Lieut.-Colonel Claus, brother-in-law to

Sir John Johnson. 230
Same to same (No. 7). Sends messages from the Shawanese and

Delawares sent to McKee and forwarded by Major Campbell. These
show the disposition of the Indians ; asks instructions as to the course to

be followed in event ofhostilities. If it be determined to hold the posts the

force in Canada is very inadequate to the purpose ; rsnews his proposal

to raise two Canadian corps of 500 men each. Asks for two more
regiments, especially in view of an anticipated rupture with France and
Spain, and that an attempt against the West Indies should be thought
advisable. A force for this purpose he conceives would be conveniently

dj'awn from Canada and Nova Scotia. 232
(The address of the Indians to McKee of 20th September is calendared

at that date.)

Hope to Sydney (No. 8). That although his rank as Brigadier

General does not entitle him to an aide-de-camp yet, as commander-in-
chief and at the head of the civil government, he cannot carry on the

service without such officers; he has therefore, named Captain Close

of the 65th Regiment, and Lieut. Deschambault of the 44th (a Canadian)
to be bis aides-de-camp, and trusts they may draw the usual pay. 237
Same to same (No, 9). Captain Barnes and Mr. DeLancy, after

inspection, report the loyalists highly satisfied with their prospects.

The improvements are rapid and promise permanent prosperity, but these

prospects will be obscured, if the time for the allowance of provisions

be not extended beyond the 1st of June, 1786, when it is to cease, which
would leave them destitute till the crop is harvested, and compel many
of them to leave the land to their utter ruin. 238
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December 19, Dr. Morice to Nepean. Notes respecting missionaries for Canada

;

he is preparing a paper for the information of the archbishop, after

which he would write again. Page 245

London.

Miscellaneous Papers during the Government op Brig. Gen.
Hope, 1786.

Q. 36-1.
1785.

May 7, Governor PaiT to Nepean (extract). Is fitting out the "Greyhound"
Halifax. ^o go in her to Shelburne, where the Eev. Mr. Walter and one Ross, a

Scotchman, have lately disturbed the peace, by the demands of the
former to be inducted into three parishes without asking permission.
Has represented the whole to the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel ; let the Society settle the matter between him (Walter) and the
Eev. Mr. Pantin. The characters of Walter and Ross. The settlement
was all peace and harmony till their arrival. 64

November 14, Hope to Sydney (No. 10). Dispatches received, to which he would
Quebec. give attention. In addition to the statement of the feelings of the

Canadians on his appointment, he encloses an address, signed by the
most respectable inhabitants ; it is an indication of a reunion of opinion
among them. Where the interference of France is not in question, or
that their religious prejudices are not shocked. His Majesty has not
more contented subjects, when they have not been poisoned by ideas

their minds are not calculated to receive. He will endeavour to prevent
any interruption to this contentment. 13

The address (in Fi-ench) referred to in the letter. 16

The answer. 19

November ic, McKcc to Sir John Johnson. Simon Girty has returned, and states
Detroit. that the report that the United States were raising large bodies of troops

was incorrect. The commissioners are at the mouth of the Big Miami,
waiting to treat with the Indians ; they are attended by about 70 men,
and are authorised to raise the militia of Kentucky, if needed. The
answer sent to the commissioners shows that the Indians will not
attend till they are in a position to treat on equal teims. The Half
King of the Hurons has gone to the meeting to put off matters till next
year. 26
The message to the commissioners from the United States, of the

character given in McKee's letter. 28
November 17, The Commissionei's on loyalist claims (Dundas and Pemberton) to
Halifax. Sydney, stating their arrival, and the manner in which they intend to

proceed in the prosecution of their duties. 104
Notice of their appointment and its purpose, as defined in the Act of

Parliament. 110
December 14, Sir John Johnson to Nepean. Sends from McKee copy of a speech
Montreal. showing the firmness of the Indians. He has advised them to act with

caution and prudence and to avoid hostilities as long as possible, assur-

ing them of His Majesty's attention to supply their wants and to pro-

mote their re-establishment within his dominions. Urges that the

business of Colonel (Guy) Johnson and the two deputies may be

hastened, as their services are required. 24
(McKee's letter to Sir John calendared at its date, 16th November).

December 15, to Claus. He was no doubt sui-prised to see Joseph in
Montreal. London. Has doubts of the fidelity of Joseph, Aaron and some others

of the Mohawks ; to keep them dependent on the Crown as long as

possible, as delay in payment will be a restraint to their going to the
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1785.

1786.

January 4,

London.

.J anuary 21,

Quebec.

January 29,

Quebec.

February 1,

London.

February 4,

London.

other side. Had had some conversation with Joseph in reference to a

correspondence with Monroe, a member of Congress, and had framed
Joseph's answer, copy of which was sent to Sir John Johnson. He
could divine Joseph's intentions, and that he did not wish to speak
freely till the Indians had their claims settled ; he has ambitious views
which must be curbed. (Monroe's letter is in Q 24—1, p. 227.) Page 31
Joseph Brant (Thayendenega) to Sydney, delivered in the presence

of Colonels Johnson, Butler and Claus, Captain Houghton and Mr.
Chew. States the faithful part the Six Nations had taken during the
late dispute with the Americans; on the conclusion of peace they made
application to Haldimand to know their situation, and their astonish-

ment in hearing they were forgotten in the treaty, but could not be-

lieve it possible. They still remain in suspense and uncertainty. The
trouble is increased by the Americans, to whom no answer has been
made, and believing they would receive definite information on the

arrival of Sir John Johnson, they were correspondingly disappointed at

not hearing, and it was, therefore, determined to send him (Brant) to

England for an answer. The Americans are violating the treaty held
at Fort Stanwix in 1768, and encroaching on their lands, observing no
engagements. Should serious consequences result, he desires to know
if the Indians may count on the King's support. 1

A translation of the speech to Haldimand, delivered by Joseph Brant
on the 2l8t of May, 1783, on behalf of the whole Indian Confederacy,
was handed in. 5

Also an address respecting the compensation to make good the losses

suffered by the Indians, and to enable them to stock their farms on the
new settlement. 11

Proclamation by Henry Hope, to make public the notice from the

Commissioners to loyalists having claims. 107
Hope to the Commissioners on Claims. Had only received on the

20th their despatch sent on the 17th November last. His duty to

facilitate their measures. His proclamation for claims to be in by the

1st of May. Has directed the attention of the officers who preside

over the affairs of the loyalists to the measures to be adopted in col-

lecting the claims, so as to enable them to be transmitted, but points

out that the claimants cannot attend in person. The heads of families

are thus disti-ibuted : Near Niagara and Detroit, 300 ; from Johnstown
to Cataraqui and its vicinity, 1,800 ; about Sorel and in all Lower
Canada, 200; Bay of Chaleurs and Clasp^, 200; total, 2,500. It is im-
possible this season to send word to Niagara of their arrival. It would
DC better for the loyalists to abandon all hope of relief than to seek to

prove their losses at such a distance. Urges the Commissioners to come
to the Province, for reasons given. 114

Jleverend Charles Mongan lo Nepean. Had called on Dr. Morice,
with whom and several other members of the Society (for the Propaga-
tion of the (jospel) he had several conversations. The necessity of send-

ing suitable ministers to Canada to the principal towns. Sends a des-

cription of the ministers now there. The Society will do what it can, but
it lies with Government to make the necessary arrangements for the
credit and welfare of the Church of England in Canada. 20
Extract from a paper on ''The present state of the Church of England

and its Clergy in Canada." At Quebec the only clei-gyman is a very old

Swede, who cannot speak a word of plain English. At Montreal the

case is the same. At Three Rivers the situation may be called shameful

;

the conduct of the clergyman would disgrace the meanest profession.

He speaks English worse, if possible, than the others, and was expelled
for some flagitious acts from a community of friars. 22
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London.
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i^uebec.

February 10,

<Juebec.

February 10,

Quebec.

Fobruary 10,

Quebec.

Glaus to Nepean, Sends extract from a letter of a correspondent (name
not given) respecting the state of feeling among the Indians and the
policy to be adopted. Had lent A. Davison a journal of proceedings
during the late war. If left with him (Nepean), asks for its return.

Page 30
(The letter is dated 15th December; the extract is calendared at that

date.)

Merchants trading to Quebec desire to wait on Lord Sydney respecting
the proposed regulations for the Province. 33
The regulations proposed are

:

1. Laws, Constitution and House of Assembly. The establishment of
British law and of a House of Kepresentatives.

2. Vermont. Free access given to that State for imports and exports
by the St. Lawrence.

3. Newfoundland and' the Corn Trade. That Canada may have the
privilege to supply the Newfoundland fisheries with flour and biscuits,

to the exclusion of the American independent States.

4. Fishery. For a bounty to countervail that given by France.
5. Wine, Fruit and Olive Oil. . The direct importation of these

articles to Newfoundland from the places of production.

6. Bounties on Oak Timber. Staves and other Lumber.
Y. Hemp. A bounty to promote its cultivation.

Liberty is also asked to build and navigate private vessels for the
transport of goods on the lakes. • 34

Letters from the committees ofQuebec and Montreal were transmitted
with the resolutions and in support of them. These letters are dated on
the 2nd and 9th of November, 1*785. 42-52

Eeport on the state of the clergy of the Church of England in Canada.
(An extract is at page 22 of this volume, the continuation given here.

It is marked as received on the 2nd of March). 59
Hope to Sydney (No. 11). Has not written since the 14th November,

as he considered the convej'ance of public letters by way of New York
to be unsafe. Had formerly sent an address from the inhabitants, show-
ing their satisfaction ; sends another which confirms this. 92

Address. 94
Answer. (Both are in French). 95
Hope to Sydney (No. 12). Had received orders to prevent the im-

portation by land or inland navigation of such goods as were prohibited
to be imported by sea from the United States, and also to prevent the
export of peltr}'- to the same. Had laid the orders before Council, with
a suggestion that the consideration of them should be continued beyond the
session, to prevent the serious inconvenience that might arise by their

immediate enforcement, for reasons given. 97
Same to same (No. 13). Orders respecting regulations for the use of

the ungranted part of the beach on the Bay of Chaleurs received too late

to have a proper investigation made, so as to fi-ame suitable regulations.

Steps shall be taken on the first opening of communication to carry out
the orders. 99
Same to the same (No. 14). Had received notice of the appointment

of commissioners to investigate the claims of loyalists; their arrival at

Halifax; he will do all he can to assist them in the discharge of their
duty. Send papers relating to the investigation. 101

(Papers enclosed are calendared at their proper dates, 17th November,
1785, 21st and 29th January, 1786. The notice giving the terms of the

Act of Parliament, under which the commissioners were ajipointed,

accompanies their letter of the 17th November.)
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Quebec.

February 20,

London.

February 25,

Quebec.

February 25,

Quebec.

February 25,

Quebec.

February 25,

Quebec.

March 6,

Quebec.

March 8,

London.

March 17,

London.

Hope to Sydney. (No. 15). That he had forwarded to the Jesuit

College the orders received to recommend the payment of Eoubaud's
annuity and arrears. Sends copy ofletter and ofrepresentation returned
by the Jesuits, which seems reasonable. Is taking measures to ascertain

the financial state of the college. Page 120
Enclosed. Letter from Hope to the Jesuits of 30th January (in

French). 122
Statement of the case as between Eoubaud and the Jesuits, dated 8th

February (in French). 124
Carleton. Memorandum on the proportion of population between the

United States and Canada ; the good policy of removing every grievance
or burden unasked, so as to make any change of allegiance on the part
of the people undesirable ; the proper military system to be adopted to

meet the disadvantage of a long unprotected frontier, 53
Hope toSydney (No. 16). The last dispatches sent to the care of the

Consul at New York. Sends minutes of the Council ; with remarks on
the course followed. 134

Journals from 6th to 20th Febiuary. 136 to 149

Hope to Sydney (No. 17). Sends minutes of the Council of State.

Calls attentions to the heated discussion on the settlement of accounts

contracted during his predecessor's time and to his remarks contained

in paper A. The discussions are to be lamented, but he believes they
will cease when the accounts are closed. 150

Minutes of the Council on State business, between the Ist of November,
1785, and 22nd February, 1786. The minutes deal, to a large extent,

with the St. Paul's Bay disorder, the claims of Dr. Bowman and the

settlement of his accounts, &c. - 152 to 212

Followed by Lieutenant Govei-nor Hope's reasons for his opinion

given in Council on the consideration of Dr. Bowman's claim. 213
Hope to Sydney (No. 18). Actions have been taken, as ordered, for

the collection of mutation fines and arrears. These have never been
regularly insii^ted on since the Conquest; a petition is sent for their

remission. The distress the collection woiild cause in many cases, the

arrears arising from remissness in collecting. Is anxious for an early

answer, so as to put the collection on a well i-egulated footing. Has not

stopped proceedings in actions depending, in case of raising doubts as

to the right to collect, but has ordered the Eeceiver-Greneral to raise no
new actions. 219

Petitions referred to, with Hope's answer. 222, 227, 233, 235

Hope to Sydney (No. 19). That orders have been received by the
officers of ordnance how to dispose of the timber belonging to Govern-
ment. Calls attention to the demand formerl^^ made for a bridge over

the St. Charles and recommends that it be granted. 237
Same to the same (No. 20). Sends extract from the Papier Terrier,

showing the state of the finances of the Jesuits in Canada. 239
Abstract of the fiefs and seigniories of the Jesuits, distinguishing the

different classes of revenue. 240a
Haldimand to Nepean. That the document (state of religion) is in

some parts consistent with truth, but highly exaggerated. No such
unhappy political consequences had followed as were reported, the so-

called " New England emissaries " being loyalist clei'gymen driven from
their possessions. Mr. Stuart is distinguished for his active, useful

exertions in the royal cause, the other two were indigent and not in the

least dangerous. 62

John Butler to the same. Sends estimate, of this date, signed b}''

himself and Claus, of what would be sufficient to satisfy the Six Nations

for their losses. 66
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London.
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The estimate. Page 67
In a note to the letter, Sir Guy Carleton thinks the compensation

should be doubled.

Dr. Morice to Nepean. It is the wish of the Society (for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel) that Eev. John Stuart and Mr. John Doty should
have some allowance from Government in addition to their salaries from
the Society. 70

Joseph Brant to the same. Is sorry he spoke of the half pay ; it was
only because he had been promised it without solicitation. He entered
into the war purely fiom regard to the engagements between his fore-

fathers and the King ; these he held sacred. Had received pay and a
commission during the war; should there be doubts al»out the half-pay,

he would rather not accept it. 71
Sydney to Brant. That were the principle of compensation to

pi'ivate individuals during a war, to be established, no country, however
opulent, could bear the burden, and on this ground, His Majesty might
withhold his concurrence to the demand for the liquidation of the Indian
claims, but, in consideration of their services, he will consent that the

losses already certified by the Superintendent General be made good,
and that Carleton shall take measures to liquidate the claims alter his

arrival at Quebec. His Majesty trusts that this will show the Indians
his regard for their future welfare, and he recommends them to remain
united. 80
Same to Hope. The uncertainty of conveyance had caused delay in

answering his dispatches, of which His Majesty highly approves. The
arrival of Joseph Brant, with a representation of the losses sustained by
the Indians during the war, and also with a desire to know how far

they would be supported in event of disputes with America. The first,

he thinks, has been concluded in a manner that will bo satisfactory to

the Indians. Their claims amount to £15,000 for losses. Although
it is not considered that they are more entitled than others, Joseph and
his sister have been paid enough to carry out merchandise, and a favour-

able consideration will be given to other claims. It is not expected that
disputes will, in the meantime, arise, but if they should, the situation

would be embarrassing. To afford them open assistance must be avoided,

yet it would not be consistent with justice to leave them to the mercy
of the Amei-icans. No direct line of conduct can be prescribed; much
must depend on circumstances. The enclosed letter, addressed to Brant,
will show the extent of the engagements entered into by the Ministry.
Notwithstanding the attempts to raise discontent in Quebec against the
present constitution of the Colony, no change will be made until after

Cai-leton's report is received, should it be clearly ascertained that
a change is necessai-y. His Majesty desires to show every confidence in

his Canadian subjects, and will consider the proposal of increasing their

number in the Council, which had, indeed, been already under consider-
ation. The flourishing state of the settlements is satisfactory. The
Treasury will, no doubt, send additional supplies. Cannot send an
increase to the troops. The office of Lieutenant Governor of Detroit
will not be filled up whilst the post is under the command of Major
Ancrum. Although the increase in the Quartermaster General, Barrack
and Marine departments should not have been made without the concur-
rence of the Ministry, yet it will be sanctioned ; the appoointment of
aides-de-camp, however, must be refused, as such an innovation would
introduce jealousy and confusion. 73
Same to the same. After the approbation by the King of his conduct

as Lieutenant Governor, it cannot be supposed that any change in

respect to his situation is a reflection on his character. It had been
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hitehall.
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Quebec.

April 16.

Quebec.

A])ril —

,

Whitehall.

May 24,

Quebec.

determined before his appointment to name a Governor G-eneral, and
Sir Guy Carleton has been fixed on for the office. To invest him with
full authority, the powers of the Governors of Quebec, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick have been reduced and they are to be styled Lieuten-
ant Governors, but leaving their emoluments as before. The choice of
the Lieutenant Governorship ofQuebec or New Brunswick is to be left to

Colonel (Thomas) Carleton. Should he prefer to remain in New
Brunswick he (Hope) will be continued in Quebec, if otherwise, he will

be transferred to New Brunswick. Shall defer further proceedings till

he learn his (Hope's) sentiments. Page 82
Nepean (?) to Hope. That Colonel Carleton had been unwilling

to accept the Lieutenant Governorship of New Brunswick, but accepted
on being told that should a change take place, he would be sent to

Quebec. The surprise of Lord Sydney at his (Hope's) apparent unwil-
lingness to go to New Brunswick, after the urgency of his friends to get
it for him. The probability of his being put on the American staff. He
must abandon the idea of succeeding General Eainsford in command of
his regiment; there are too many other officers with prior claims. 84

Joseph Brant to Nepean. Is gratified at receiving letter from Lord
Sydney, as it would show all the confederated Indian nations Great
Britain's friendship for them, but he would prefer to contradict the
report that their lands and country had been given to the Americans,
and hopes that a message to satisfy them will be sent out with Sir Guy
Carleton. Sends thanks for the compensation given to the Indians for

their losses. Suggests that he (Nepean) may take a journey to Canada
to see things for himself 87
Hope to Sydney (No, 21). Hopes that his late letters have now been

received. Everything has remained quiet in the lower part of the
Province since then, and he presumes that the same is the case in the
upper country. The Americans were, however, reported to be raising

a body of 800 men, avowedly for the western country, but he believes

for the defence of their frontiers against attacks by the Western Indians.

Whatever the object, the officers commanding the posts are on their

guard. Reports the death of Gugy and recommends that Mr, John
Craigie succeed him in the Council. Is anxious for news, the last

received being by the December packet to New York. 241
Same to the same (No. 22). Sends application from Mr. Southouse to

be appointed to the Council ; cannot recommend the appointment. Mr.
Ainslie has also applied ; his application is transmitted. Still thinks
that Craigie is the most suitable. 244

Application from Southouse. 246
Application from Ainslie. 249
Sydney to Hope. Eecapitulates contents of a letter of 23rd August

last, respecting Eoubaud, a Jesuit. He has asked leave to draw a bill

on the Superior of the Jesuit College for arrears of salary alleged to be

due him, and, in supjDort of this, states that in 1767 he received £230 on
this account. There is no trace of this in the correspondence. This
man's character is dubious, to say no worse of it, but that is no reason

why what may bo due should be withheld. If there is no reason to the
contrary, the sum of £500 sterling is to be ordered to be paid from the

revenues of the Jesuit College. 89

Copy of a bill on Father Glapion for £230, drawn by Eoubaud in

favour of Mr, Rybot, dated 5th April, 1767, alleged to be sent by Lord
Shelburne for payment. 91

Hope to Sydney (No. 22 repeated). Sends minutes of Council, which
show that everything had been done at Bay of Chaleurs as ordered, so

far as that was possible. Represents and recommends for consideration
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May 24,

Quebec.

July 26

July 26,

Whitehall.

the case of the loyalists there, who are differently situated from their

fellow sufferers. Calls attention to the case of the aged and infirm

among them. Orders have been given to complete the road to ^ew
Brunswick, it having become more necessary than ever. Page 252

Minutes of Council from 23rd February (the first on 3rd April) to 30th
June. 256 to 286

Petition from loyalist settlers in New Carlisle, Bay of Chaleurs. 287
Hope to Sydney (No. 23). That the merchants and traders to the

upper country have refused to pay the amount due for transport of their

goods, 80 that he has been obliged to begin a prosecution against some
of the principal houses. Eemarks on the situation, &c. 295
Memorial from the merchants and traders. 299
Answer to memorial, in which Hope proposes that all in arrear shall

pay two thirds of the freight due, within three weeks, the other third to

be settled by notes payable in January next. 303
Dorchester. Memoi'anda in the form of questions on the policy to be

observed towards Canada. 57
Sydney to Dorchester. Eecommends John Proctor. 251

1784.

October 4
to 23.

1785.

January 9
to 23.

March 8,

Wakitiomike

.

November 18,

Montreal.

Miscellaneous Papers dxtring the Government of Brio-Gen. Hope.—
1786.

Q. 26-2.

Proceedings in the treaties at Forts Stanwi^ and Mcintosh between
the Cora missioners from Pennsylvania and the deputies of the Six Nations,
Wyandots and Delawares. The Commissioners of the United States
were: Oliver Walcott, Eichard Butler and Arthur Lee, and of Pennsyl-
vania: Samuel F. Atlee, William McClay and Francis Johnston, who
held a preliminary meeting on the 4th and 17th of October, when the
Pennsylvanian Commissioners were formally introduced to the Indians,
and held a Council with them on the 22nd and 23rd. The deed, dated on
the 23rd, for lands in Pennsylvania, is given in full, followed by a sworn
affidavit made beforeChief Justice McKean of the Supreme Court of Penn-
sylvania, by Arthur Lee, Commissioner of the U. S., and Griffith Evans,
Secretary, that they had witnessed the signing of the deed. 316 to 339
Treaty at Fort Mcintosh, between the Chiefs of the Wyandots, Dela-

wares, Chippawas and Ottawas, and the Commissioners from Pennsyl-
vania. The Council began on the 9th January and closed on the 23rd,

on which latter day the deed for the land was signed by the chiefs, to

which an affidavit follows, made before the same Chief Justice on the
17th February, 1785. 340 to 356
Speech delivered by Petesewa, Shawanese, to American messengers,

that the tribe will only attend a council at Detroit. 357
Speech of Sir John Johnson to the Six Nations. Formal greeting.

His satisfaction at the prudence of their conduct at the meeting held at

Niagara, and that they had taken his advice to lay aside the hatchet, but
regrets that the Americans continue, contrary to all faith, to make daily
encroachments. Is not, therefore, surprised that their patience should
give way, but is glad to find the young men have taken advice, in hope
of being able to find the way to peace and happiness. Their determina-
tion to uphold their rights cannot but he approved of by every honest
man, and their united action may secure from the Americans the justice

they have a right to. He assures them of the sense entertained by the
King and the nation of their services. He approves of their intention to
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Detroit.
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March 27,
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give the Americans such lands as can conveniently be spared; they have
a right to such only as have been purchased, and the disputes have been
caused by unauthorized persons disposing of them. They have only to

represent to the American Commissioners the invalidity of the sales, offer-

ing at the same time such lands as they (the Indians) choose to dispose
of, and to fix a boundary to be agreed to by all the Confederacy to be
inviolably observed. Page 3*78

Articles of a treaty concluded at the mouth of the Great Miami, on
the North-Westorn bank of the Ohio, between the Commissioners of the
United States and the Shavvanese. 498
McKee to Sir John Johnson. That most of the Indians from the other

side of the lake have at last been induced to attend the meeting at the
mouth of the Miami, but are determined not to enter into any engage-
ment about lands. The Cherokees and Mingoes refuse to enter into any
negotiations with them and continue depredations on their frontiers. A
number of the chiefs are disposed to go to Canada this Spring, partly on
the invitation of the Canadian Indians and partly to learn the sentiment
towards them. It is certain that every art will be used at the present
meeting to alienate their affections but the principal design is to get them
to give up the country, an attempt which the Indians have gone pi'epared

to withstand, and their greatest wish is to obtain support towards their

right to the country, which secures their attachment. Murders commit-
ted by ChipjDawas on British subjects ; the abhorrence of the others at

these deeds, and the chiefs of the village to which the murderers belong
have engaged to give them up. 359

to McKee. The Wyandots, Shawanese and Delawares have
returned from the treaty; the Americans have kept five hostages for the
delivery of the prisoners. The commissioners did nothing but dispute
with the Shawanese, who were told they had no land as it had all been
given to the Americans to secure peace; that their Father (the King)
took no care of them, but that the Americans had pity on them and
would give them a piece of land to sit down upon on the Beech Eidges
between the Standing Stone and the White Eiver. The Indians are
much displeased. Has not yet seen the articles of peace ; he will get
them and send them; they are nearly the same as those at Beaver Creek.
Dreuilard (Drouillard) has been appointed to act on behalf of the United
States; his boasting. He corresponds with Clarke and tells him the
great interest he has with the Indians. 362
Meeting of the principal sachems and a large body of warriors of the

Six United Nations of Indians ; John Dease presiding. The Cayugas state,

through Fish CaiTier, that they are resolved to demand the deeds given
to the Americans at Fort Stanwix by some of their people, who had no
authority to grant them, and to offer such a piece of land as they can
best spare for such presents as some of their foolish people have re-

ceived. Their rights and lands they hold themselves by every tie

obliged to defend. Messages shall be sent to the Western Indians to

give them information of their resolution, urging that they be strongly
united, as the surest means to obtain a firm and permanent peace.

They ask that the proceedings be transmitted to the Superintendent
General. Answer by Dease, that he would send account of their

proceedings; that a new commander was expected, and that he would,
no doubt, be accompanied by Brant, &c. At a private meeting of the
chiefs they repeated their assurances of attachment. 364
Memorials oy merchants in answer to the proposal of Hope for the

payment of arrears, submitting that the dispute might be referred to

the ordinary courts of justice. (See Q. 26—1, pp. 295 to 307.) 308
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Hope to the merchants. That finding his offer of accommodation not
acceded to, he has placed the matter in the hands of the Solicitor

General to proceed to enforce the claims according to law. Page 31

1

Message from the Shawanese to Major Ancrum, with the treaty at

the Big Miami, which they had been deceived into signing. They ask
for advice. 502
The Corn Planter and his associates, accompanied by Butler and

Pai'sons, Commissioners, and Hutchins, Geographer, introduced to Con-
gi'ess, whose chairman infoi-ms them that all the Indian lands have by
the treaty been ceded to the United States. Care will be taken that

none of their citizens will intrude on the lands allotted to the Indians

to hunt and live upon, and Congress recommends them to live quietly

on these lands. 534
Major Ancrum to Hope. The attachment of the Indians to the

British ; they ai-e much incensed against the Americans, particularly

against Clark. They have been at the mouth of the Great Miami since

the Ist of October, till very lately. Clark has gone to Post Vincent to

treat with the Wabash Indians. Has heard that parties of Indians of

different nations have gone out against the American frontiers. Does
not think that the Indians will ever suffer the Americans to draw their

boundary lines, or survey or settle any part of their country. 382
Dunn to Carleton. Asks for his representation to the Treasury to

hasten the settlement of his accounts, so that he may be enabled to go
to Quebec in Spring. Eepresents the position of Mr. Taschereau
and Mr. Sinclair, and that their accounts, the first as paymaster to the
Canadian militia, and the other as paymaster to the ]Jritish militia, were
examined in June, 1778, by a Board of Accounts. These accounts were
for transactions during the siege of Quebec, in 1775-6. To bring them
to London would be to involve them in ruinous expense. 512

E. M. Gilien (?) to McKee. Arrival of Gilbault from Pipe's town,
who stated that Pierre Drouillard and a Frenchman, calling himself an
officer, had been at the Delaware and Wyandot towns telling the Indians
that the Fi-ench and Americans were on the march to take possession
of the posts; one party by the Wabash, the others by Sandusky and
Niagara, and that Congress desired the Indians to assist them. 504

Arrival of two Huron Chiefs, who say thut after the public council at

the mouth of the Big Miami, the United States Commissioners called

Half King, desiring him to prevent all white people, except those who
had a licence from the Amei-icans, to come among them. Should any
be found after this, these people would not escape when possession was
taken of Detroit. 50^
Park to his partner at Detroit. Describes the hostilities by Indians

on the Americans. Attack by the latter on a body of Piankashaws
recently from Post Vincennes, where they had sold their goods for

whisky, were still drunk and had attacked the bateaux of the traders.

The unfortunate result to the Americans; the Indians did not lose a
man ; the state of teri-or among the traders. A flag sent on the part
of the English and P"'rench traders, which was well received. Free
passage given by all the tribes but the Ouias. He (Park) slipped away
after being threatened with a tomahawk; most of the traders are leav-

ing to avoid pillage of their goods. The Indians here are in a wavering
condition; he was told at the Ouias, and has reason to believe it, that a
belt was sent to lift up the axe against the English. 507
Major Ancrum to Hope. Sends copy of treaty between the Americans

and Shawanese, who did not sign it from attachment but from the fear

that the Americans would burn their villages before they could
communicate with the other Indians. They declare that it was only to
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Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

gain time and that they do not intend to abide by the articles of the
treaty. The Americans are frequently sending messages to the Indians
that they intend taking possession of the upper posts this summer and
asking their assistance. The Indians, however, believe that this is only
a pretext to get into the Indian countiy, to establish themselves at some
of the trading posts, probably the Miamis and Sandusky. How is he to
act in such a case ? Page 495

Major Ancrum to Hope. Sends extracts from a letter written by Park,
a merchant, to his partner, dated at the Miamis after his return from Post
Vincennes. Is informed that parties of Indians are gone against the
American frontiers ; they have a particular dislike to settlers about Post
Vincennes; they are a good deal alarmed, too, at settlements about the
Falls of the Ohio. 497

Message from Eichard Butler to the Indians, that the Congress of the
United States are deliberating on measures to continue the correspond-
ence with the Indians. O'Beal and his people advised to return and assure
his tribe of the good will of the Congress, and to advise the Six Nations
and all other Indians to live in peace and friendship with the United
States, the only people who can give them protection, &c. 538
Hope to Baby (in French). Notifying him that he had received orders

to lease the King's posts to Alexander and George Davison and him (Baby)
with certain conditions attached. Should he not accept the lease, the
whole shall go to the Davisons 394

Francois Baby to Hope (in French). Accepting his share of the lease of

the King's posts, on the conditions stated in Hope's letter of the 5th. 399
Hope to Alexander and George Davison, and Fran9ois Baby. That he

is ordered to lease the King's posts to them, and asking if they accept
on the conditions specified. 401
Same to Thomas Dunn, William Grant and Peter Stuart. That the

orders he has received to grant a new lease are positive. Does not
know enough of the circumstances to enable him to judge as to the
strength of their claim to be reimbursed by the new lessees for their

expenditure.
,

403
John Lees, attorney for Messrs. Davison and Baby, to Hope. That

they accept the lease. They do not think the old lessees entitled to any
compensation, but they will render them every assistance possible. 405
Hope to the Attorney and Solicitor General. Desires their opinion on

the claims of the late lessees of the King's posts for compensation for

buildings and for debts due by the Indians, before he gives orders to

prepare the new lease. 107
Dunn, Grant and Stewart, by their attorneys, to Hope. They have,

in answer to the request of the Attorney and Solicitor General, sent

documents to them in support of their claims on the new lessees of the
King's posts. 409
Opinion of the Attorney General on the claims of the late lessees of

the King's posts. 413
Opinion of the Solicitor General on the same subject. 428
The judgments in reference to such cases, given under the Fi-ench

Government quoted in the opinions of the Attorney and Solicitor General,

follow. 445
Hope to Messrs. Davison and Baby. That no law or custom (in the

legal acceptation of these terms) exists, so far as produced, to prove
that the old lessees can demand indemnification from the new for im-
provements, 3'et sufficient has been shown to induce the belief that such
a demand may be enforced in equity ; he proposes clauses in the lease to

protect Government against such claims, and to guard the interests of

the new lessees. 462
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John Loes, attorney for Messrs. Davison and Baby. Agreeing to the
clauses proposed by Hope, should they be deemed necessary. Page 465
Memorial of Thomas Dunn, William Grant and Peter Stuart, re-

specting the lease of the King's posts. 395
Hope to Messrs. Dunn, Grant and Stuart. That in consequence of the

opinion of the law officers of the Crown, no further delay can be granted
in carrying out His Majesty's instructions. Points out the remedy,
should they continue to view the matter in the same light as before. 466

Instructions contained in Lord Sydney's letter and additional clauses
handed to the Attorney General to prepare the lease. 467

Messi's. Davison and Baby to Hope. Returning copy of additional

clauses with remarks, and pointing out the hardship of making them
responsible for debts due by the Indians to the old lessees. 470
Hope to Davisons and Baby. Points out that the Treasuiy will not

exact anything not supported by the law and custom of the country

;

nothing can be exacted from them in consequence of the additional
clauses that has not been i-equired in like cases. 472

Davisons and Baby to Hope. The alterations which thoy proposed in

the lease being inadmissible, they beg that the necessary steps be taken
to ha\ e it prepared. 473
Copy of the lease of the King's posts and domain to Alexander and

George Davison and Frangois Baby. 475
Hope to Sydney (No. 24). His gratitude for the approbation of his

conduct expressed by the King and the Ministry. His pleasure at

learning that the attaii'S of the Indians had been under consideration

;

the tranquillity of the Province depends on the result. The papers sent
will show how matters stood previous to the arrival of Joseph Brant.
The conduct of the Six Nations will probably be regulated by the turn
Joseph gives to His Lordship's dispatch. Joseph's attachment to Great
Britain does not appear to have increased by his voyage and by the
liberality of Government. He (Joseph) does not believe it to be to the
interest ofthe Indians to engage with the Americans, and he has promised
a free and early communication of anything material. He (Hope)
had advised Sir John Johnson to go with Brant to meet the Indians, but
after his arrival at Montreal Sir John changed his mind and let Joseph
§o off alone. Has no doubt Sir John acted for the best, but hopes on
ir Guy Carleton's arrival he may be able to meet the Indians to convey

to them the sentiments he wishes, but he (Hope) had stated clearly the
sentiments of the Ministers and, should events call for action, would act
with prudence. 312

Schedule of papers with dispatch No. 24.

Proceedings at Fort Stanwix, 4th to 23rd October, 1784.

At Fort Mcintosh, 9th to 23rd January, 1785.

Speech at Wakitiomikie, 8th November, 1785.

Letter of McKee to Johnson, 25th February, 1786.

Letter from at Sandusky to McKee at Detroit, 27th February
1786.

Meeting at Fort Schlosser, 27th March, 1786.

Speech by Sir John Johnson to the Six Nations, 18th November, 1785.
Extract of letter from Major Ancrum, 8th May, 1786.

(The papers mentioned in this schedule are calendared at their respec-

tive dates.)

Hope to Sydney (No. 25). Explains, in reference to paragraph in

Sydney's letter of 6th April respecting the appointments he had made
in the Quarter Master and other departments without previous sanction,

that these were only proposed, waiting approval, and that the expense
instead of being increased had been lessened. He had proposed the
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July 1,

Quebec.

July 14,

Halifax.

July 19,

Niagara.

July 25,

Niagara.

appointment of aides-de-camp as being necessary, but this being inadmis-

sible according to the rule of military law, he preferred to share his

appointments with those who attended him as aides-de-camp rather than
introduce an innovation that might cause jealousies. Page 384

Table showing the expenses of the QuarterMaster General's department,
referred to in the immediately preceding letter. 38*la

Hope to Sydney (No. 26). The old lessees of the King's posts had
been notified to leave, and a lease had been given to Alexander and
George Davison and Franyois Baby, with additional conditions, which,
however, can be set aside by the Ministry, if not approved of. 388
Memorandum of dates and references in the business of granting a

new lease of the King's posts. 390
Hope to Sydney (No. 27). His grateful thanks for the manner in

which he has been informed of the appointment of a new Governor
General and of the arrangements that may be made for the Provinces of

Quebec and New Brunswick. Conscious that he is not fitted for the

Lieutenant Governorship of New Brunswick, he is forced to decline the

appointment; should, however, Colonel Carleton decide to remain there,

he (Hope) would gladly continue at Quebec, at which place his services

have met with the approbation of the King. In this determination he
waits Sir Guy Cai-leton's arrival with perfect submission to his Sovereign's

pleasure. 490
Same to the same (No. 28). Sends intelligence from the Indian

country on the present critical state of matters between the Indians and
Americans. Has not yet heard from Sir John Johnson since the arj-ival

of McKee, but everything seems to portend hostilities between the

Indians and Americans, which will make it difficult to prescribe a line

for the officers at the posts. Shall endeavour to adhere to the spirit of

the instructions in the letter of 16th April. The purport of all

instructions till now is to avoid encouraging hostilities, and no occasion

has been given to the Americans to lay the charge of stirring up the

Indians against them, the encroaching and imperious conduct of their

own people being the cause of mischief. 493
(Enclosures of 31st January, 29th April, 14th, 15th, 17th and 29th (2)

May, 1786, are calendared at their respective dates.)

Campbell to Carleton. Congratulates him on his appointment.

Desires to have leave of absence, for reasons given. Asks the same for

Captain Addenbrook, his aide-de-camp, and Captain Campbell, his

brigade major. 581

Campbell (29lh Eegiment) to Hope. McKee has no doubt told him of

the arrival of deputies from the Western Indians ; others have since

arrived. A council' has met at Buffalo Creek about the boundaries with
the Americans, to which Brant and David Hill have gone ; Captain
O'Beal has also made his appearance there ; remonstrance made against

his taking part in the council, to which Brant has promised to give

effect. Is inclined to think Brant deep and designing, with a stronger

attachment to his own interest than to any country or people, and with
great ambition, which the meanness of his extraction may frustrate.

Shall try to study his character more fully. 521

Council of the sachems and warriors of the Six Nations with the

deputies of the "Wyandots, Chippawas, Ottawas, Pottawatomies,
Shawanese, Mingoes and Chei'okees, John Dease presiding. The pro-

ceedings at Buffalo Creek were reported, and it was stated that a meet-

ing had been appointed in the Shawanese country to consider the critical

situation, that place being fixed on because of American encroachments.

They had advised the Shawanese, Cherokee and Wabash nations to

refrain from hostilities until the meeting. They hope for the speedy
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arrival of Sir Guy Carleton. O'Beal and his speeches from Congress
were received with contempt; is persuaded that he bad imposed on Con-
gress. Major Campbell's answer. Page 527
Hope to Sydney (No. 29). Sends duplicates of letters forwarded in

July in care of Mure. Continues to hold the same opinion as when
the letters were written. The critical state of Indian affairs. This will

be more clearly seen by the result of the council now in session at

Niagara, so that Carleton may be enabled on his arrival to form a certain

judgment of the real views and intentions of the Indian nations. 523
Dorchester to Nepean. Sends letter from Dunn about accounts which

he (Dorchester) urges should be settled before the first vessels sail next
Spring. The hardship, perhaps ruin, it would be to Mr. Taschereau and
Mr. Sinclair to bring them to London to settle accounts, which had been
examined, as stated by Mr. Dunn. 511
Hope to Sydney (No. 80). Encloses minutes of the council of the

Six Nations at Niagara, sent by Sir John Johnson. The proceedings
will show the temper of the Indians. Reasons for his distrust of their

intentions. (For minutes see the date—25th July.) 525
Nepean to Dorchester. That Pitt agreed to the appointment of Lan-

audi^re at a salary of £400. Lanaudi^re is still dissatisfied, and has
written to Pitt asking that the salary be £500, the same as he had in his

late office, and that compensation be made to him for the salary since its

abolition. Pitt, he thinks, will not object to the increase ; ofthe com-
pensation he can say nothing. 26th. Pitt agrees to the salary of £500,
to cover the arrears, with which Lanaudi^re appears to be satisfied. 515
Same to the same. Asks him to fill up the blanks in the estimates for

the salary of Cramah^ as Lieutenant (xovernor, and the names ofthe
other Lieutenant Governors at £100 each. To send list of all drawing
pensions since 1767, and the number who are dead, as there must be now
a considerable reduction. 517

Dorchester to Nepean. Has received and shall attend to instructions.

Has not noticed anything as to the promises made to the Indians, or the
assurance that he (Dorchestei-) would carry into execution the King's
intentions and distribute their gratifications. Nor does he notice any
military arrangements. Campbell has had leave to quit the command.
Is it intended he should settle such things ? 518
Same to the same. Lanaudi^re has said nothing of his private affairs,

so presumes he is satisfied. Has found an excellent Canadian pilot half

starved and in rags, who has a claim on the Navy, which is enclosed.

Has advanced him ten guineas to keep him fi-om pei-ishing from cold

and to avoid the indignation of his countrymen at seeing his wretched
condition. It cannot be expected that pilots will run the risk for a few
da;yfe' pay of being carried ott" and turned adrift in a strange country.
Wishes Mr. Smith had been as well treated as Mr. Lanaudi^re, consider-

ing his office. 519
Hope to Sydney (No. 31). Sends naval officer's returns of vessels

entered inwards and outwai-ds. Cannot give details of the crops, or of
flour and biscuit produced this year, for reasons given, but sends a gen-
eral statement showing that there has been a good harvest, and estima-
ting the probable amount for export. The reason for the high price of
biscuit and flour last season, which if not explained might have a pre-

judicial effect on trade. Sends list of Indian trade passes granted for

the season ; the returns of peltry are veiy favourable. 540
The return of trade licences i-eferred to. 544
Brant to Butler. Had arrived four days ago, all well but the Delaware

Chief; expects to meet the Hurons and others to-day; will then go to

the Shawana towns. The news from the Indian villages not agreeable

;

6a—12^
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Niagara.
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Quebec.
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Quebec.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

most of them are for fighting ; some of the Delawares and Hurons are

for peace. Some of the warriore got tired of waiting and have gone to

the Great Miami to dislodge the Virginians, who have built a fort on
the Indian side of the Ohio. Kayaghsoton has been at some of the Shaw-
ana villages from Fort Pitt and threatened if they were not quiet to join

the Virginians, but had to run for his life, as those he threatened were
going to kill him. Beele (O'Beal) has told a fine story to the Virginians
of what he did at Bufl:alo Creek, and that he made the Indians there go
about among the Indian nations to forbid them to hurt the Yankees.
The message to the Wabash Indians has only gone, so he is afraid he will

have tedious work before he gets back, and he knows that some of the

nations will handle him and his party roughly. Their distrust of the

English and their belief that they and the Five Nations mean to leave

them in the lurch. He thinks they have good reason to think so. There is

no ammunition of any consequence, or anything else of use to the Indians.

The English have always been too slow in sending up Indian presents

when there are plenty at Montreal ; it would be better to say at once
that they are not for the Indians ; then they could be kept where they
are. Page 596

Butler to Hope (?). Had found the Indians much dissatisfied; Brant
had difiiculty in getting proper Indians to accompany him to the upper
nations. He (Butler) had settled matters at Buffalo Creek and Brant
sailed next day for Detroit. The bad temper of the Indians; has had
enough to do to keep them within bounds. The promise that Sir Guy
Carleton would bring them large presents and ammunition has quieted

them; it is difficult to say how long they will remain so; there are

now upwards of 200 here for ammunition. Is afraid Sir John Johnson
will not be able to visit them this Autumn, but hopes he will clothe them;
if not, he can be of no further service. As Dease is coming up, hopes
that Sir John will do the needful to enable him (Butler) to satisfy in

some measure these poor creatures. 594
Hope to Sydney (No. 32). Sends duplicates of previous correspond-

ence. Has not changed his opinion concerning Indian affairs. Has not

heard the result of their conference in the Shawanese country. The
arrival of Lord Dorchester will be the means of receiving further infor-

mation. Sends Minutes of Council. 552
List of trade passes for i786. 563a
Minutes of Council from 16th May to date. 554

Dorchester to Campbell, Halifax. It would give him much satisfaction

should he (Campbell) remain until ho (Dorchestei-) could visit Nova
Scotia next summer, but after ten years' service, that is for his own
consideration. The other two genilemen may leave' as soon as he

(Campbell) chooses. Should he not remain till next year, asks him to

issue the order enclosed, by which Colonel Carleton, the next in seniority,

shall take command of the troops. 582
The general order refei-red to. 584
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 1). Since landing yesterday he had

received addresses containing very proper expressions of loyalty. 564
Copies of the addresses (in English and French), and of the

answers. 565 to 579
Dorchester to Sj^'dney (No. 2). Sends copies of letters from Major

General Campbell and to Lieutenant Governer Parr. Everything tran-

quil. 580
Same to Nepean (private). Everything here has the appearance of

good humour; there is some good sense in the addresses. The probable

succession of Colonel Carleton to the command of the troops on the side
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Whitehall.
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of the Atlantic ; owing to the connection between them, would prefer
the order to come from the Minister. Page 587

Dorchester to Parr. He purposes going to Halifax and visiting the
islands of St, John and Cape Breton, to inform himself of their actual
situation, so that their interests and those of Great Britain may be com-
bined into one general system of mutual advantage. The lieutenant-

governors to be informed of his proposed journey. 585
Same to Sydney (No. 3), Encloses copy of orders sent to the officers

commanding the upper posts, so as to i-emove an3'thing that might
tempt the settlers to wish for a change of government. 588
The order referred to, dated 2nd November. 589
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 4). That payments to John Christopher

Eoberts, Richard Cumberland, Edward Bishop and William Pollock,
that had previously been made here, are not now included in the
instructions, so that he presumes they are no longer to be paid. These
and reductionb of salaries will make a reduction in the charges of

£1,497 10s. 591
Same to the same (No. 5). Sends letters from Butler, 5th October,

and Brant, 10th September, giving an account of the temper of the
Indians. Sir John Johnson writes that their expectations are great, and
that they testify no small impatience. 593
Same to the same (No. 6). Recommends Ogden to succeed Livius as

Judge of the Admiralty Court. 600
Same to Nepean (private). Cuthbert very angry, and threatens to

have his case brought into the House of Commons. Desired him to

state his claims in a memorial and it would be laid before Council ;,thi8

will bring up the equity of his case, which nobody wishes to keep back.
Should he decline, his application to the House of Commons will come
with a bad grace. 601
Sydney to Dorchester. Sends memorial of Captain Nicholas Jadis

respecting his lands on the St. John River; an investigation to be made
into the correctness of his statements. 550
Guy Johnson to Nepean. Sends returns of the Six Nations and their

nearest dependents and confederates. It is fully in his power to explain
any difficulty or to give particulars which Government may require.

Regrets that he cannot get the public accounts settled, so as to return
to his station, but is trying to accelerate the settlement. 602

General state of the Six Nation Confederacy as it was in 1781, taken
by nations. 603

1786.

November 27,

Quebec.

Minutes of Council, Quebec—1787.

Q. 27—1.

Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. That deputies from the Indians are to

be prevented from coming to Quebec if that can be done without offend-

ing them. They should be made to understand that there is no power
here to begin a war, which might involve half of the globe, with all the
seas, in blood and destruction ; at present the King is at peace with the
whole world and desires to continue so. The Indians have his good will

and the best endeavours would be made to secure for them a solid peace.

They should be mildly reproached for their ill-treatment of traders and
reminded that the King punishes white men who transgress the laws of

peace with the Indians; that he does not seek their lands but is rather
disposed to give or even buy lands to give them a refuge. These are to

be accompanied with every expression of kindness their language will
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December 18,
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Detroit.

1787.

January 2,

Quebec.

January 3,

Quebec.

admit, whilst all promities not intended to be fulfilled must be avoided.

They are to be sent offwarmly clothed and bountifully supplied. Page 82
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 7). Eecapitulates the contents of previous

letters. The Americans had made an inroad on the Shawanoe country,

West of the Ohio, had burned some of their villages and crops, killed

several Indians and carried off some women and children prisoners; the
town where the Indian congress was to assemble was also laid in ashes;
the alarm was increased by the report that parties were moving up the
rivers which fall into the Ohio from the North and lead to Detroit. This
was supposed to be a volunteer expedition from Kentucky, secretly en-

couraged by Congress, before it was known that the troops of the
United States had been augmented. Orders were sent to the officers

commanding the upper posts and to the officers of the Indian Depart-
ment to try to confine the war to as narrow bounds as possible. The
latest accounts (in November) say that the party under Logan which
burned the Shawanoe towns had repassed the Ohio, and that Clark, with
about 1,800 men and small artillery had penetrated by the Wabash,
about 120 miles above St. Vincents (Vincennes), leaving on his return
250 men to repair and garrison that post. Clark said to have retreated

because an equal number of Indians had assembled to attack him. They
speak of returning in Spring with force enough to reduce the Indians
on the way to Detroit. The Indians have fixed their council at a Huron
village near the mouth of the Detroit. They are much embarrassed.
They have been invited to send deputies to meet New York agents at

Albany. 1

Same to Sir John Johnson (secret). Butler cannot at present
come down as he proposes; he must remain with the Six Nations and
learn the cause of their discontent, which must have some other reason
than their not having received their presents. He is to ascertain also

their opinion as to retaining the upper posts, particularly Niagara and
Oswego; if they are indifferent there is no reason to be anxious to keep
them. What would be their course should the Americans attempt to

take them by force, which he would consider as the beginning of hostilities.

However indifferent about them, war must be repelled by war. Is

inclined to think such ideas are noui-ished by some of the people of the

United States and would not be surprised if they detained those of the

Six Nations who went to Albany to intimidate the rest. Butler has
much to do; Fort Ontario requires his greatest vigilance. He is to

reward generously those who may deserve it and to be very reserved to

all but the commandants and him (Johnson). 86
Minutes of meeting of the United Indian Nations to propose a treaty

of peace with the Americans, refeiTed to in Dorchester's letter of 28th
February, 1787. 69

Proceedings of the second council of Indians referred to in Dorche-
ster's letter of 28th February. 76

Chief Justice Smith to Nepean. States at length the reasons for adopt-

ing either the French or English law in deciding cases, so as to do full

justice to both Canadian and British subjects ; the principles govern-
ing the administration of the law in Canada under the Quebec Act, and
a statement of the case leading to the conti-oversy and copy of the judg-

ment of the Court of Appeal and of the Court of Common PJeas. 18
Judgment in Appeal. 26
Judgment of the Court of Common Pleas. 28
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 8). Forwards addresses from New Johns-

stown, Oswegatchie and Cataraqui. They express sentiments of

gratitude, but hope to have the same advantages as other settlers in
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Niagara.

February 28,

Quebec.

North America. Delancy explains this to refer to the tenure of land.

He (Dorchester) believes the conditions on which the land is held to be
hard, but hopes to write more fully in the course of the Summer. The
answer is also enclosed. Page 5
Address from New Johnstown, dated 2nd December, 1786. 7
Address from New Oswegatchie, dated 16th Noverabei-, 1786. 10
Address from Cataraqui and the seven adjoining townships. 13
Answer addressed to Stephen Delancy.

~~

16
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 9) Nothing has happened since his letter

of the 11th December,unle8s it be a law opinion by the Chief Justice in the
Court of Appeal on which public opinion is much divided. Mr. Smith
transmits a statement thereof. 17
Le Maistre to Nepean. That Dorchester does not write to Sydney by

this opportunity. 37
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 10—secret). The military preparations in

the United States and the formation of magazines as far as to Saratoga
are said to be for the purpose of reducing the Indians. The disorders
in Massachusetts and neighbouring States is another object, but he sus-

pects that an attack on the upper posts is part of the plan. The weak-
ness of these posts ; the want of subordination among the Indians unfits

them for great enterprises. Should it be determined to maintain these
posts a considerable expense will be necessary, as well as strong gar-
risons. Fort Ontario, instead of 50 men, should have a battalion, to resist

till relieved by the militia from the Province. Should it be determined
to surrender these posts it will enable the Americans to reduce the
Indians, and involve the loss of a great part of the fur trade. Should the
posts be destroyed the disadvantages would be delayed. The most
injudicious of all is no resolution, therefore desires the King's commands
on the subject. 34
Same to same (No. 11). Recommends the appointment of Juchereau

Duchesnay to succeed Lev§que in the Council ; his services. 59
Same to same (No. 12). Sends list of Eigouville's corps, showing

casualties and present state ; list of officers belonging to the three
Canadian companies whose provincial rank and half paj' have been con-

firmed, and list of officers recommended for the same. Eecommends a
pension to Mr. Eocheblavo for his services and losses. 60

Lists of Canadian officers referred to in immediately preceding
letter. 62, 63, 64
Meeting held by Butler with the principal Chiefs of the Six Nation

Indians. (Enclosed in Dorchester's letter, No, 15, of 10th of April, to

Sydney.) 103
Dorchester fo Sydney (No. 13.) The Grand Council of the Indians

near ihe mouth of the Detroit have sent proposals of peace; deputies to

meet in Spring to settle the terms and a reasonable boundary, and that
in the meantime surveyors and others should be prevented from cross-

ing the Ohio. At a second council they agreed to ask what assistance

would be given should the Americans refuse a reasonable peace. It is

generally believed that there will be war : sends directions given after

the inroad ofthe Americans. It is reported that proposals have been made
to Congress to attack Fort Niagara ; thinks this scarcely possible. The
state of affairs requires the organising of the Militia, so that regular
corps might be formed therefrom. Should he succeed it will equally
strengthen the interests of this country and Great Britain, otherwise the
tenure here is very precarious. There is no doubt of the passing of a Bill

for this purpose, but he regrets that there is not the harmony among the
members of the Council that he could wish. A people unused to military
exercises for 27 years do not willingly take up the firelock, but the rank
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Whitehall.
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and half-pay of the officers and the same quantity of land to their privates
as to other rediiced corps will, he hopes, have some influence. Page 65

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 14). Encloses copy ofJohnson's requisition
of 9th November, 1786, for goods to assort the Indian presents in store. 89
The requisition referred to. 90
Nepean to Dorchestei- (secret). That a gentleman has been engaged

and to be paid £200 a year for his services. Encloses paper com-
municated by him. He intends to visit Quebec to settle his plan of com-
munication ; his character. 38
Same to same (private). Appointment of Colonel Carleton as Brigadier

approved of; had Parr remained in the army, the same rank would have
been given to him as to Ogilvieof the 4th. Government never intended
to deprive Cuthbert of his just rights, but could not grant his exorbitant
demands. The documents j elating to his claims shall be sent. Had
understood that the Treasury were to instruct him as to the settlement
of the claims made by the Indians. Those of Brant and his sister being
paid, the others follow as a matter of course. 39
Sydney to the same. Letters received ; the King's confidence in his

prudence. The affairs of the Indians in a critical state ; they would
naturallj'- be disappointed should supplies be discontinued. His wisdom
in keeping hostility between them and the Americans within narrow
bounds ; should it extend northward and an attempt be made to take
forcible possession of the posts, the assistance of the Indians would be
desirable. Their past services leave no doubt of the conduct to be
observed towards them. To distribute the goods in Montreal to the
Indians, if that has not already been done. The commotions in Massa-
chusetts Bay will retard operations against the Indians ; to assist them
at present would be imprudent, but it would not be becoming to refuse
them ammunition, which could be done prudently. Will give orders to

the Treasury to send a supply of presents. Major General Campbell
intends to make use of his leave of absence ; in that case Colonel Carleton
is to be made Brigadier General on the American staff, the same rank to
be given to Colonel Ogilvie, who relieves the 60th in Nova Scotia, that
regiment to go to Quebec, so as to prevent the inconvenience arising from
Ogilvie being senior to Hope. Patterson ordered to give up the command
to Fanning and return to England ; has refused to obey and remains on
the Island (St. John) ; he has accordingly been dismissed. Hamilton,
who was to have been Lieut.-Governor of Cape Breton in the absence of
DesBarres, is appointed to Bermuda, and as DesBarres must return to

England to explain certain transactions, McCormick (McCarmick) is to

relieve him. His suppression of unnecessary charges on the establish-

ment of Quebec approved of, but there are circumstances which would
make the application of the rule harsh. Cumberland and Pollock are
to have their salaries continued ; those to Bishop and Roberts are compen-
sation for the suppression of office and cannot be interfered with. Other
offices referred to. The question as to whether English or French law
is to be the rule is referred to the law officers. 44
Same to same. With statement of the case of George Cartwright, for

many years engaged on the Labrador fishing, and of his complaint against
Noble and Pinson for acts of oppression on that coast. Cartwright asks
for a grant of land and the exclusive property of Touchtoke Bay and
that some sort of government may be established. As to the land, that
may be given if without injury to others ; the decision as to the civil

government to be left to his (Dorchester's) consideration, his views to be
reported. 42
Same to Hope. Dispatches received; the different points in these

are commented on substantially as in letters to Dorchester. 53
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Quebec.
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Dorchester to Sydney (No. 15). Encloses communications of a very
interesting nature ; nothing in them changes his opinions expressed in

letter 'No. 10, (16th January). Sends also copy of the minutes of a meet-
ing between Butler and the principal chiefs of the Six Nations on the
10th February. Page 95
The enclosure without date or signature, describes the different classes

who were led to take part in the American Revolution. Not a gentle-

man in the States from New Hampshire to Georgia, who does not view
the present government with contempt, who is not convinced of its in-

efficiency and who is not desirous of changing it for a monarchy. " They
"are divided into three classes. The first-class proposes a federal

"government somewhat resembling the constitution of the State of
"New York, with an annual executive Senate and House of
"Assembly. The second wish to have a sovereign for life, with
" two triennial Houses of Parliament. The third are desirous of estab-
" lishing an hereditary monarchy, with a form of government as
" nearly resembling (that of) Great Britain as possible. Ofthe first-class

" many look up to General Washington, those of the second and third
"classes cast their eyes to the house of Hanover for a sovereign ; they
" wish for one of the King's sons. The third class is the most powerful
" and composed of some of the ablest men in the States. They esteem
" the plan of the first class every way inadequate, that of the second in

"favour of an elective monarchy very objectionable, witness the condi-
" tion of Poland, but view their own system, if successful, as affording the
" finest prospect of a respectable and stable government. They have
" already fixed upon two gentlemen to go to Great Britain on this sub-

"ject, when they judge that matters are ripe for it." Remarks on the
little prospect of success attending the convention to be held at Phila-

delphia in May, the weakness of the Government, the public distresses

ancl pressure for money, the acknowledgment of the justice of British

claims; the objections to admitting Vermont ; the differing opinions as

to Washington's views in respect to assuming power ; the general desire

for a monarchy. Di'. Griffith's course respecting Washington ; he goes
to England to be consecrated Bishop. 96
Sydney to Dorchester. Encloses paper sent through Mr. Liston,

Chaig^ d'Affaires to Madrid, and asking that an inquiry be made in the
Province of Quebec for the persons named. 93

Frangois Auclair Decoing, now in the Walloon Guards in Spain, de-

sires to know whether his two brothers, who lived at Charlesbourg, Can-
ada, are still alive. 94

Dorchester to Nepean. Lettera received. Is glad that the Indian
presents may be expected in good time. Lieut. Governor Paterson has
arrived from St. John Island to sail by the next opportunity ; he seems
penitent. 108
Same to Sydney ("No. 16). Transmits titles of 12 ordinances

passed during the last Session. 109
Same to same (No. 17). Sends minutes of Council, including reports

on the courts of justice ; on commerce and police ; on population, agri-

culture and the settlement of the Ci-own lands; on militia, high roads
and communications; Journals of Council; copies of ordinances; two
letters from the Lieutenant Governor and papers concerning a Grand
Jury of Montreal. The great bulk of the minutes of Council arose from
the altercations which prevailed, but the members separated in apparent
good humour. Two parties have existed since the introduction of civil

law in 1764, the one zealous for English laws and a House of Assembly,
the other not less anxious to maintain the ancient laws. The Que-
bec Act was introduced at a time when nothing could be thought of but
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self defence, and the ordinances for the administration of justice since

that time have been only temporary and re-enacted from time to time,

with alterations. The Bill brought in this Session by the Chief Justice to

re-enact the Ordinance which expired this year, was rejected as were all

his other bills, on the ground that they introduced too much novelty;
a bill on more Canadian principles was introduced, and protested
against by the minority, and the merchants desire to be heard in opposi-

tion to it. The attack by the Attorney General on the Courts of
Appeal and Common Pleas, leading to protests, letters, dissents, &c.,

copies of all which are enclosed. The Chief Justice has been directed

to investigate the charges against the courtt*, the Council being to some
extent involved in the accusation. The Bill was rejected and the
expiring Act re-enacted for two years with many additions. The
Council was divided into committees to consider special subjects ; their

reports furnish much useful information. In reference to commerce,
the merchants made a demand for English commercial law, which has
alarmed the Canadians, who have presented a petition against changes

;

the reports were about the same from Montreal as from Quebec, followed

in Montreal also by a petition from the Canadians to the same effect.

In the latter the Crand Jury sent for several of those who had signed to

be examined, which gave still more offence, and Mr. Franchere was
prosecuted by the Attoi'ney General for making fi-ee remarks on the
irregularity and fined £15; interest has been made to have the fine

remitted, but he (Dorchestei-) believes the recommendation to that

effect must come from the Chief Justice. Page 112
Minutes of Council from the 24th of October, 1786, to the 2nd of June,

1787. The list of documents included in the minutes :

A. Minutes. 120
B. Eeport on courts of justice, 185

C. Eeport on commerce and police. 235
November 13, Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. That there being reason to dread an
(qjue ec.

outbreak by the Indians, the agents are be instructed to stop this, or if

they cannot, to restrain it within the narrowest limits, representing the
injustice of retaliating on persons who may neither appi'ove, nor have
the least knowledge of the injuries done them, buc who, on the contrary,

1788. may be their best friends. 85
January 9, Same to Nepean. Sends report of survey on goods received by
^jue ec.

^^^ (( Lillies," and requisition for goods to assort the Indian
presents. 56

Survey referred to. 57

Quebec.

Minutes op Council, Quebec—1787.

Q. 27-2.
1787.

^""u}3 Continuation of list of documents, included in the minutes of Council:

D. Report upon population, agriculture and the settlement of the
Crown lands. 497
The report is thus divided : Report of committee. 499 to 509
Letter from the magistrates at Cataraqui to Sir John Johnson. 510 to 518
Letter from the officers at New Oswegatchie to Sir John John-

son. 519 to 521
Information communicated by John Collins, Deputy Surveyor General

concerning the raising of hemp and flax in the new settlements. 522-523

Reflections by James Fisher, surgeon to the garrison at Que-
bec. 524 to 533
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Eeflections of Charles Blake, surgeon at Montreal. Page 534-535
A letter from Dr. Blake, calling attention to the deaths caused by

unqualified practitioners, with proposals for regulating the profession
and eradicating the St. Paul's Bay disease. 536 to 554

E. Journal serving as a report on the militia, high roads and com-
munications. 555 to 561

F. Journals of the Legislative Council. 562 to 783
G. Ordinances passed during last session of the Council. 784 to 916
H. Letter fi-om the Lieutenant Governor (Hope) relative to his

objections to the Bill for collecting the revenues, with proposed regula-

tions for collecting the casual revenues, &c.. and various ex-

tracts.
'

917 to 930
I. A second letter on the same subject. 931 to 939
K. Papers concerning the Grand Jury of Montreal ; in a case of

contempt. 941 to 982

June 13, Doichester to Sydney (No. 18). The latter part of the report of the
Quebec. merchants on commerce, and the petitions from the Canadians thereby

occasioned, will show the variety of opinions concerning the law and a
House of Assembly. The English party has gained strength by the
arrival of loyalists, and the desire for a House of Assembly will, no
doubt, increase. But for such an alteration, in a country where nine-
tenths of the people do not understand the nature of an Assembly, the
plan should be minutely unfolded and its etfects discovered. The des-

cription should be published and time given to undei-stand it, otherwise
disorders might arise at the outset. Is himself at a loss for a plan. The
change in tenure of land is more pressing, as the instructions are to

grant lands on a tenuie similar to that of the French Government, but
a change is absolutely necessary to free and common soccage with a
limitation of 1,000 acres to the same person. Petition from the loyalists

enclosed, for the tenure to be the same as in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. It is to remove all cause of discord that he further recom-
mends that the thirty pence for every 100 acres be remitted in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick to all holding not moi'e than 1,000 acres each.
The right should be reserved as a check on large grants to persons who
do not cultivate or improve and obstruct settlement. Eecommends that
in every township of 30,000 acres 5,000 should be reserved to reward
meritorious servants, and strengthen an aristocracy where evetything
tends to a wild democracy. People in the States are sensible of this,

and would bring forward a remedy could they carry it into execution.
As the planters approach the Indian country they imbibe the un-
civilized ideas of liberty. Settlement on the American side is checked
by fear of the savages. This will soon be done away with, and the
King's subjects should be placed on at least as eligible a situation as
their neighbotrs. The Canadians at Detroit being under military con-
trol have paid their fines, taken as a perquisite by the commanding
officers. Their friends on the Wabash have paid nothing, whicn
accounts for their avei-sion to the British taking post among them; they
expect to pay the same dues as at Detroit, from which they were assured
the Americans would set them free. The quit rents have never been
collected, and he is convinced their maintenance would only prove a
source of discontent. 983

Petition of the loyalists enclosed, praying : 1. For English tenure of
lands. 2. For assistance in establishing the Churches of England and
Scotland. 3. For assistance to establish a school in each district. 4.

For a prohibition of pot and pearl ashes from Vermont as leading to an
illicit trade with the United States, and for a bounty on these articles,

and hemp. 5. For a loan of three months' provisions. 6. For clothing
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to the distressed. T. For the speedy running of the division lines of
townships. 8. For a post road from Montreal to Cataraqui, and for

post offices at New Johnstown, New Oswegatchie and Cataraqui. 9

For a passage from the head of the Ba}^ of Quints, through Lake
Huron, for the Indian trade. 10. That three places may be pitched
upon between Eiver Baudet and Cataraqui to j-eceive grain from the
settlers. 11. That the Commissioners on Claims would visit New
Johnstown, New Oswegatchie and Cataraqui, the genei-al poverty
of the settlers preventing them fiom pressing their claims at Montreal
and Quebec. 12. That the use of canal locks be confirmed to them and
that in respect to lands they be put on an equal footing with the 84th
Eegiment. Page 989

1786.

November 22,

Quebec,

December 24,

Quebec.

1787.
January 15,

Quebec.

February .S,

London.

Correspondence between Lords Dorchester and Sydney—1787.

Q. 28.

Levi Allen. Memorial to Lord I)orche8ter for permission to bring in

free of duty timber of various kinds (specified), tar, pitch, &c., with a
variety of other products (specified), " or anything else herein not
enumerated, the same being the growth and produce of Vermont," for

leave also to sell or barter the same in the Province of Quebec, and, if

need be, to transport the same to Great Britain, or the British "West

Indies, in British bottoms, and to bring back goods of the description

specified. Page 7
Bemarks by the Chief Justice on the application of English or French

law in special cases. (See Finlay's letter of 15th March, 1787.) 356

Finlay to Nepean, The controversy between the Chief Justice

(Smith) and the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, as to the laws
which are to determine commercial cases. The Canadians maintain the

Coutume de Paris, the merchants and loyalists are contented that the

Canadians should enjoy their laws, but wish to have their own cases

decided by English law, where they are purely English. The Council
will no doubt take the whole question into considei-ation. ,300

D. Claus to the same. Has received report that four Shawanese
villages were burned by inhabitants of Kentucky and ten Indians
killed. The body of men who came there was 888, commanded by
Benjamin Logan, who sent a threatening message that if the prisoners

were not delivered up, those taken from the Indians would be carried

off and in Spring a force would be brought to exterminate all the Indian
nations in that part of the country. A force of 1,800 men, under Clark,

was on the march lower down the Ohio and had reached Vincennes, but,

as reported by Simon Girty, had retreated on learning that the Indians
had asserrjbled to oppose him. The Congress privately encourages these

transactions. A number of Indians wish to make peace if they can
obtain favourable terms, but the majority wish for revenge. Nothing
definite will be known till their meeting at the Huron village near
Detroit. Biant frequently harangues them, and urges them to remem-
ber "That they were lords of the soil, and all white people were either

intruders or invaders," and hopes that their ancient spirit will once
more animate the breasts of their young men. Brant and the rest of

the Six Nation deputies were out hunting when the villages were
destroyed or he would have shared the same fate as those who fell, on
whose dead bodies many barbarities were committed. One chief blew
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Quebec.

March 8,

March 15,

Quebec.

May 3,

Halifax.

June 13,

Quebec.

himself up by placing gunpowder in small bags around him, when he
was tied to the stake to be burned. Page 296
Fawkener to Dorchester. Sends a duplicate of the Order in Council

regarding the Jesuit lands to be granted to Lord Amherst, although the
Lord President of the Council states that it is unnecessary in such a
case. The order is dated 18th August, 1786. 23

Finlay to Nepean. The Council has been sitting for a month, and has
not yet debated one question. A well ei^tablished law will secure the

Province, and if the King's ancient subjects can have English law in

English causes they will be content, but the judges of the Common
Pleas set their faces asrainst its introduction. Eeasons assigned for

keeping the Canadians apart from the British settlers. The policy of
conciliating the Canadians ; the misrepresentations made as to the
effect of introducing English commercial law, which he believes cannot
affect the titles, tenures or other interests connected with land, or the
distribution of personal property of those dying intestate. He cannot
conceive how the introduction of English commercial law can affeet the

real property of any Canadian. 302
Memorials of merchants of Quebec and Montreal. (See Finlay's letter

of 15th March.) 358
Finlay to Xepean. Ordinance passed respecting the qualifications of

jurors in criminal cases. Other ordinances waiting until the i*eturn of

the Chief Justice from circuit at Montreal. Three of these are: 1. For
the better administration of justice. 2. For the relief of the poor in the
trial of small causes. 3. To regulate the militia. A fourth is for lodg-

ing the troops in country places and for the transport of the King's pro-

visions, &c. To the first a substitute was brought in by a Canadian
gentleman, which proposes to deprive the King's natural-born subjects

of trial by jury in commercial cases, and substituting the French for the

English rule of evidence in commercial trials. Remarks on the cause of

the objections made by the noblesse to trial by jury, and summary of the
observations made by Chief Justice Smith on the same subject. 306
Draught of the ordinance for the better administration of justice,

with introductory i-emarks (in English.) 311
The same in French. 332
Abstract of the remarks of Chief Justice Smith on the cases in which

English or French law should be applied in the trial of special causes
(in French and P^nglish), dated 29th December, 1786. 356
Memorial of the merchants of Quebec and Montreal, praying for

copies of the Acts providing for the administration of justice, to enable
them to consid^i' their provisions, dated 8th March, 1787. 358
Memorial by Daniel Wood, jr., states his appointment to the office of

Clerk of the Crown; the satisfactory discharge of his duties and his

sudden supercession, and praying that the new appointment be not con-

firmed till he shall have an opportunity of presenting his case at the

foot of the Throne. 130
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 19). The ordinance respecting the militia

provides for detachtnents being embodied for two years ; would have
preferred three, to effect a cure of the dangerous supineness produced by
the disuse of all militia service to train up youth in discipline and obedi-

ence and to teach the people that the defence of the country is their own
immediate concern ; to provide for many natives and residents of distinc-

tion. The corps embodied may be increased as exigencies require and
always preserved complete. Asks leave to embody three battalions, two
of Canadians and one of British or loyalists, on the same plan as in Eng-
land, except that the Colonel shall have neither pay nor emolument. If
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June 13,

Quebec,

June 13,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

July 2,

Quebec.

July 6,

Quebec.

this measure cannot be carried out in peace there is little hope of draw-
ing out the sti'ength of the country in case of invasion. Page 1

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 20). Levi Allen has proposed a treaty of
commerce with Vermont, After being told that he (Dorchester) had no
power to make a treaty, but wished to live in friendship with all the
States, he desired Allen to put his propositions in writing. Being con-

vinced that the prohibition to trade only applied to imports by sea, in

which opinion the Chief Justice concuri-ed, he had issued an order for

opening, in some degree, a commercial intercourse by Lake Champlain,
and had recommended the Council to pass an ordinance to permit the
importation of tobacco, pot and pearl ashes, which was done, with a clause

to permit of its repeal. These regulations are an experiment, whose
effects can soon be perceived, 4

Enclosed. Levi Allen to Dorchester, 22nd November, 1786, calen-

dared at date.

Order to the Collector and Comptroller of Customs to permit certain

imports from Vermont. 9

Dorchester to Sydney (No, 21). Calls attention to the wretched
state of medicine in the Province, Suggests that an enlightened, active

medical man be sent out to superintend this department, 13

Same to the same (No. 22), That to allow of full consideration by
the people of the question of an assessment for the erection of court

houses and prisons, a clause had been inserted in the ordinance, suspend-
ing it till His Majesty's pleasure be known. 14

Same to the same (No. 23). Sends two returns of presents to differ-

ent tribes of Indians (named). It is reported that Congi-ess has re-

solved to establish posts on Lakes Ontario and Erie and on the communi-
cations with Niagara and Detroit, It seems as if they would avoid all

violence and leave the posts in British possession for the present, trying
to render them of little importance by taking post above and below on
their own side, so as to intercept the fur trade, relying on their numbers
to take possession of the country on a favourable occasion. Had ordered
the King's vessels on the lakes to be armed, but finds difficulty in get-

ting seamen, unless men are sent from England or lent from the squad-
ron. This state of affairs will prevent him from visiting Nova Scotia

and New Brunswick so early as he intended, P.S. A report had been
received of a council of Indians, but containing nothing important, 16

Enclosed. Account of goods and cash intended to be given to the

Indians, with two returns. 19 to 21

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 24). Order respecting the grant of the

Jesuit lands to Amherst has been received and laid before Council, The
Attorney General has been ordered to make a report of the best means
of carrying the same into execution, 22

(The order is dated 18th August, 1786, See calendar of Fawkener's
letter of 5th February, 178*7, at that date,)

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 25). Shall send Finlay to make the neces-

sary arrangements for a monthly mail to Halifax, The utility of this

communication, as conveyance to England by way of New York is not
considered secure, 25
Same to the Same (No, 26.) Acknowledging the receipt of

dispatches. 26
Levi Allen to Dorchester, Offers to supply masts, yards and bow-

sprits for the navy. The prices according to the different dimensions
are specified, 107

Patterson, Governor of St. John's Island, to Dorchester. Desires to

give additional information as to the reasons for not giving up the gov-

ernment of St. John's Island to Fanning, who did not arrive till the 4th
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Quebec.
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Quebec.

August 18,

Quebec.

of November last. The island has been his hobby; he gave it its laws,

its roads, its inhabitants, its separate legislature. He had made his

home there and his interests were such that they could not be managed
by another. That would not have kept him from obeying the order, but

had he gone to Britain to meet the charge against him, of the nature of

which he was ignorant, he must have gone totally unprepared ; this

must have proved his ruin, as he would have been obliged to wait till

evidence from the island was sent for. He thought that justice would
be best promoted by waiting for the charges and being prepared to meet
them. Fanning arrived the day before the Assembly met, which was
specially called to consider a Bill to void the sale of some lands for quit

rents, which he (Patterson) had delayed. The anger this caused to

some men of influence concerned in these lands ; his desire to pass this

law to soften their resentment and to show the Ministry his readiness to

obey instructions; if not passed, he would have been represented as dis-

obedient, and his going to England last winter would have been ruinous.

Argues that Fanning's commission was only to take effect in his (Pat-

terson's) absence; had it been to supersede him he would have., been
condemned unheard. He desires only a full inquiry into his conduct.

Page 113
Memorial from the merchants trading to Quebec for a conference

with Lord Sydney respecting the commercial laws of Canada. 361
Minutes of Council of State, from the 3rd of June, containing the

correspondence with Captain Coffin respecting the detention of vessels

from the United States fishing in the river St. Lawrence. 55
Minutes of Council concerning Crown lands from 17th February to

date. 89

J. Brickwood, apparently to merchants of Montreal and Quebec. That
letters and papers, received and laid before a meeting of the merchants,
are approved of as containing much useful information. Is sorry Chief
Justice Smith's Bill has been rejected. The merchants intend to apply
to Lord Sydney by memorial on the subject. If the reports, &c., are to

be printed, blanks in the report from Montreal must be filled up. Will
cheerfully contribute to obtain better j-egulations in the present system
of govei'nment in Canada for the security of commerce. 372
Eeport by the Attorney General (R. P. Arden) and the Solicitor

General (Alex. Macdonald), that the points raised by the Chief Justice

as to the law that should prevail in Canada are so important that an
appeal should be made to the Privy Council for a decision. 51

Dorchester to Nepean. Sends duplicates of previous papers and
copies of the ordinances. 53
Same to Sydney (No. 27). Sends minutes of the Council on State

matters from the 3rd June to 31st July, and on Crown lands from 17th
February to same date. 54
Same to the same (No. 28). Sends shipping returns. 104

Same to Nepean (secret). The gentleman (name not given) has been
informed that he is to have £200 a year, for which he will .draw on
Drummond's ; his demand for 25 guineas for expenses objected to. His
statements respecting the Earl of are mere fiction. 105
Same to Sydney. (No. 29.) Eneloses a proposal from Levi Allen for

supplying masts, &c., for the navy. (For offer see 2nd July.) 106
Same to the same (No. 30). Sends correspondence with Captain

Coffin, respecting vessels from the United States fishing in the Eiver
St. Lawrence. Although he believes they have no manner of right

under the treaty, yet has recommended in the first instance to treat

these vessels with lenity, which was agreed to. 109
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Quebec.
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Quebec.
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Quebec.
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Quebec.
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Quebec.
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WhitehaU.

September 14,

Whitehall.

(The correspondence is in the minutes of the Council of State.)

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 31). Sends extract of letter from Lieut.

Governor Patterson, explaining his reasons for refusing to give up the

command of the Island of St. John to Lieut. Grovernor Fanning. Had
heard of the proceedings, but it was not till May that Captain Coffin

could take word to Patterson of his (Dorchester's) opinion, when he
immediately left and came to Quebec, but finding no vessel there, has

gone to embark at Halifax for London. He seeks a full inquiry into his

conduct. Page 111

(For Patterson's letter, see 6th July.)

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 32). The arrival of Pj'ince William Henr}^
The movements of ships of war in the St. Lawrence, bringing troops,

&c. Had intended visiting the other Provinces, but is afraid that it will

be too late to do so after His Eoyal Highness leaves. 125

Same to the same (No. 33). Two unfortunate events, one the

authorising Mark and Thomas Gregory & Co. to import spirits at nine

pence a gallon cheaper than the rate established by Act of Parliament

;

the other the supercession of Daniel Wood, Clerk of the Crown in Nova
Scotia, by the appointment by writ of mandamus of Thomson. Although
these two cases may not at first appear important, yet they extend far,

they leave unfavourable impressions and suspicions of Government, and
prepare the way for leaders of sedition. The necessity for confidence,

without which these Provinces can never be preserved by Great

Britain. 129

(For Wood's memorial, see 3rd May.)
Dorchester to Sj^dney (No. 34). Eeported preparations by the Ameri-

cans on the Ohio for war against the Indians. The Indians have brought
in some prisoners and scalps, taken near the mouth of the Great Miami,
where it is reported that 1,500 men are encamped ;

others marching to

join, and 600 gone to Vincennes. It is believed that they intend to

establish a post at Miamistown (near Fort Erie) ; if so, they will com-
mand the Indians, and of course, the trade of the country. 134

Same to the same (No. 35). Sends three lists of persons whose
claims for provincial rank and half-pay he has confirmed, after investi-

gation by a board of officers. Transmits a fourth list of persons whose
cases he recommends. 136

The lists. 137 to 140

Henry Motz to Nepean. Lord Dorchester gone to Montreal, to which
place Prince William Henry will follow. Arrival of transports with

troops. 149

Sydney to Dorchester. The Province of Nova Scotia erected into a

Bishop's See; Doctor Charles Inglis to be Bishop, with ecclesiastical

jurisdiction in the Provinces of Quebec and New Brunswick, and in the

Island of Newfoundland. 27

Same to the same. Dispatches received, laid before the King and
considered. Answers are made in their ordei-. That the retention of

the posts was held justifiable, and the conduct of the Americans has not

changed that view. They must be put in a state of defence, and the

expense is authorized. The treatment of the Indians has always been

liberal, and considering that the security of the Province may depend
on their conduct, the supplies may be augmented rather than leave

them disconteiited. Should the Americans manage to seize the posts

every endeavour must be made to regain possession of them. The
proposal for the establishment of militia approved of ; clothing will be

sent early in Spring. It is not easy to secure seamen in England for the

lake service, and even if it could be done, the state of Europe renders it

advisable to secure their services on that side of the Atlantic. Has no
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doubt the officer commanding the King's ships will send such help as he
can afford. The intention of America to apply for a sovereign of the-

House of Hanover has been circulated ; should application be made, it

would require nice consideration, but the idea of an alliance with the

Bourbons should be discouraged. His Majesty's servants lament the

differences of opinion in the Province regarding the laws and form of
government; it is not the intention at present to change the constitution

of the Province. The accusations by the Attorney General against the
Court of Appeal and Judges of the Court of Common Pleas; when the
investigation is complete, disapprobation to be marked on whoever i&

to blame. If the fine on Prauch^re can be remitted it should be done,

as the conduct of the Grand Jury at Montreal was intemperate. His
Majesty will be adsnsed to make a change in the tenure of land in

Quebec. Infoi-mation to be sent respecting the proposed bounty on
hemp, the price at which it could be imported into Britain, and the

probable quantity. No further proviisions can be granted to the new
settlements ; their religious concerns will be attended to. A decision

will shortly be given respecting the ordinance on court houses and
prisons. The forming any distinct commercial treaty with Vermont
is out of the question. Encloses a report from the Lords ofTrade which
takes the same view as he (Dorchester) does respecting the intercourse

by Lake Champlain; he may, therefore, make such laws as may be
necessary on the subject, but not to permit the importation of foreign

goods by this means, or the exportation of peltry into the States. Able
medical assistance has been ordered by the Secretary of War to be sent

to Canada. The measures for establishing a regular conveyance of
letters approved of. The difficulty of keeping a regular line of packets
to and from Halifax, but that line shall be attended to as often as packet
boats can be spared. Page 28
Eeport from the Lords of Trade referred to in letter respecting the

commercial communication with Vermont. 41
September 20, Sydney to Doi'chester (private). The merchants trading to Quebec
Whitehall. confine their representations to the want of gaols and officers to secure

debtors ; they hint that British commercial laws should take the place
of the Coutume de Paris. The right of the Canadians to i-etain their

laws, if they wish to do so. The disputes in the Legislative Council are

disgusting, and Pownall's protest seems most extraordinary; some
means must be found of stopping the animosity and personality. Further
remarks on the same subject. The rights and opinions of the ancient
inhabitants must be attended to in anything like a change of govern-
ment, but there is no immediate intention to change the Quebec Act. 44

September 20, Same to the same (most secret and separate). The delicate and un-
Whitehall. certain situation in Europe. Prussia has marched an army into Holland

to enforce satisfaction for an insult to the Princess of Oi-ango ; France-
indicates a disposition to assist Holland ; Britain is arming in case inter-

ference should be necessary. All parties profcssto wish for a settlement

by negotiation. As it is impossible to foresee the event, it is judged
necessary to warn him (Dorchester). The Turks have declared war
against the Eussians ; the Emperor may be forced to take part in it. 48

September 20, Same to the same. Encloses the opinion of the Attorney and
Whitehall. Solicitor General on the law opinion advanced by the Chief Justice of

Quebec. 50
(For opinion see 3rd August.)

October 3, Nepean to Dorchester. His letters cannot be answered bj this convey-
Whitehall. ance, nor can a decision be obtained respecting the proposed change in

the granting of lands, as Lord Hawkesbury cannot get the committee
to meet in time. It is understood that Amherst is completing two.

6a—13
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October 3,

Quebec.

October 3,

Quebec.

October 3,

Quebec.

October 3,

Quel>ec.

October 3,

Whitehall.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec,

battalions of the 60th, and it is proposed to complete the other two
battalions from some part of the European continent. The expenses
which a " certain person" has incuri-ed shall be met ; hopes his reports

are satisfactory ; he was reported to be a sensible man. Page 141
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 36), Prince William Henry is well and,

having seen the country as far as Montreal, is preparing to sail with the
fleet under Commodore Sawyer; the " Thisbe " frigate has been ordered
to winter at Quebec. Arrival of transports with 5th and 26th Eegi-
ments and first battalion of the 60th. The 29th, 31st and 34th, with
some officers and men of the 4th battalion of Royal Artillery and
invalids to embark for England, on board the ships whose names are

given. 150
Same to the same (No, 3*7), Finlay, sent to make arrangements

in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, has returned and reports having
agreed with the Deputy Post Masters General there for the expense of

foot messengers carrying letters. Six mails a year would pay the inland

communication, and as each Province argues in favour of its own port,

the mails might be sent to Halifax and St. John alternately till experience
shows which shall have the preference. As soon as the roads shall be
cut through and the new communication settled, horses could be em-
ployed ; until then the communication by way of New York should also

be maintained. To prevent disagreements the management of the

post offices should be under one head ; Finlay recommended for the

position. 152

Same to the same (No. 38). Eeport confirmed that American
troops are in motion on the Ohio ; a party under Harmer has arrived

at Vincennes, The Indians alarmed and importunate for ammunition
and the assistance of 100 men. The Spaniards urging the Indians to

remove to their side of the Ohio. The Americans seem desirous to

open by force the navigation of that river to the Bay of Mexico, 155

Sydney to the Lord President of the Council, transmitting the

draught of the additional instructions. 380
G, C. (George Chambers), Observations on the additional instruc-

tions to the Governor of Canada, strongly hostile to the proposal to

grant the lands in free and common soccage, as tending too much to-

wards independence, 382
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 39). Sends naval officer's return of vessels

entered and cleared at Quebec, between Ist July and Ist October;
entered, 29; cleared, 40. 156

Same to same (No. 40), Warrant received appointing Mr. Pollock

to be Clerk of the Crown, with power to act by deputy, which has

been carried into execution. 157

Same to Nepean, That Adam Lymburner has been appointed by the

merchants to proceed to England to support the petition for a House of

Assembly, This step was suddenly taken up, pai-tly on account of the

privileges to Gregory, which, it was held, could not have been granted

had there been a House of Assembly, partly to obtain some alteration in the

commercial laws of the Province, and also to support the complaints

against the administration of justice, Lymbui-ner is a decent, sensible

man, and has no hostile intentions to the Administration. 158

Same to Sydney (No. 41), Proposal bj' Silas Deane for a canal round
the falls of St, John's to Chambly Basin. The plan seems practicable;

has recommended Deane to lay it before His Lordship. 160

Same to the same (No. 42). Sends list of Protestant clergy. Tem-
porary gi'ants have been made at New Oswegatchie and Cornwall (late

New Johnstown), with an intimation that they are only to continue till

the settlers can support a clergyman, Mr, Bethune is a member of the
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October 24,

Quebec.

October 26,

St. James'.

November 5,

Quebec.

November 8,

Quebec.

November 8,

Whitehall.

6a—

Church of Scotland, who is to officate in the settlement where the people
belong to the same Church. It was Haldimand's intention to appoint
Mr. Bryan, Chaplain to Jessup's corps. Mr. Langhorne has £50 from
the Society foi* the Propagation of the Gospel. There are other two,
professing to be clergymen of the Church of England, but can recommend
neither, for reasons given. The exemplary manners, discretion and
abilities of Mr. Toosey cannot be passed in silence ; he is recommended
to notice. Sends also list of Protestant schoolmasters; many urgent
applications have been made for more. Page 161

Table of Protestant clergy and schoolmasters. 165-166

Dorchester to Sydney. That a memorial of Widow La Corne St. Luc,
dated in 1*784, was left in his hands by Haldimand, but not forwarded,
owing to its date. A new memorial has been presented which he trans-

mits for consideration. 167
Memorial (in French) from Madame La Corne St. Luc, stating the

services of her late husband and praying for a pension. 168
Order in Council that an additional instruction be sent to Lord Dor-

chester to allow of lands being granted in free and common soccage, such
grants not to exceed 1,000 acres to any one person, without His Majesty's
approbation previously obtained, and for the remission of the quit rent
of thirty pence for every 100 acres, to each person not holding more
than 1,000 acres ; to provide also for a reserve of 5,000 acres in each
township of 30,000 acres, and instructing the said Governor to propose
to the Council the passing of a law enabling those holding lands en roture,

with the consent of the seigniors, to change the tenure into one of free

and common soccage. 374
The text of the instruction. 377
Dorchester to Sydney. Sends information respecting the Decoing

family, and the share of the patrimony to which Francis, now in the
service of Spain, is entitled. 169

Letter from Mi*. Derome, Cur^ at Charlesbourg, dated 19th September,
to LeMaistre, and statement and letter, dated 28th September, from L.
Deschenaux, Notary, Quebec (all in French), containing the necessary
information respecting the Decoing family. 171-173-177

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 43). Sends state and distribution of the
troops in Canada. There are 2,000 troops extended 1,100 miles in ruinous
forts, too weak to be defended against any respectable force. The
necessity of relying on the Militia ; sends return, as far as obtainable, but
believed to be below the effective strength. The loyalists at the upper
posts have offei'ed, if they are attacked, to join the troops, and the Cana-
dians about Detroit have promised the same. Has had offers from the
loyalists above and below Cataraqui, but there is unfortunately dissatis-

faction among them, which will remain till their lands are granted as he
had recommended. Endeavours to excite disturbances have already
been made with some success, and will increase as lands across the river
are sold for a small sum. Urges at some length the unwisdom of main-
taining a source of irritation, which will cause the loss of this Province,
as it has done that of the others. The Provincials must have nothing to
gain by separation. 178

Returns (two) of the Militia and of the troops in Quebec and the
upper posts. 183
Sydney to Dorchester. The King is pleased at the marks of attachment

shown to Prince William Henry ; Levi Allen's proposal about masts &c, has
been submitted to the Admiralty; arrangements for a supply have been
made in other quarters. The citizens of the United States have no right
by the treaty to fish in the St. Lawience ; it was judicious to treat those
doing, so as he (Dorchester) had advised Coffin, but in future a difl\)rent
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November 8,

Whitehall.

November 9,

Quebec.

November 10,

Quebec.

November 10,

Quebec.

1783.

February 25.

October 11,

Chester.

course must be followed, respecting which instructions shall be sent.

The dispatch relating to permission to Messrs. Gregory to import spirits

into Nova Scotia has been referred to the Ti-easurj^ The case of Mr.
Wood, whose successor, Thomson, filled a position in Georgia which he
lost from his loyalty. He (Sydney) will do what he can to obtain some
advantage for Wood. The intentions of the Americans towards the In-

dians do not call foi* further instructions. Arrangements respecting
Finlay made by the Postmaster General. The instructions as to the
tenure of land are under consideration. Page 143
Sydney to Dorchester. Theconductof Major Moncrief in stopping mili-

tary expresses approved of. A monthly mail established between Lon-
don and Halifax ; all expresses to be under the post office agents, who
are to be responsible. 148

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 44). Sends list of licences issued to trade
with the Indians. The whole trade to Niagara and Detroit and the re-

turning peltries are carried in vessels owned and navigated by Govern-
ment. The inconvenience of this system ; recommends that merchants
be allowed to carry in their own vessels. 184

Abstract of craft, men and goods licensed to trade with the Indians. 187
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 45).' Sends minutes of the Council ot

State from 1st of August to 9th November, and of Council concerning
Crown lands from 1st of August to 30th October. 188
Minutes concerning Crown lands. 189
The same on State business. 199
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 46). Resolntions of a Committee of West

Indian Planters, concerning the duty on British West Indian rum, the
distilleries in Canada and the duty on foreign molasses, received and re-

ferred to a Committee, whose report is enclosed, showing that the pre-

vention of the importation of foreign molasses is not only prejudicial by
suppressing distilleries but by giving the most decided advantage to the
American States in the fisheries, Indian trade and smuggling of rum of
their manufacture into the Provinces. There are four distilleries in the
Province, that can distil annually 420,000 gallons, but have never dis-

tilled more in one year than 200,000 ; that rum fi-om Jamaica is sold at

nine pence, and from the other islands sixpence a gallon dearei" than that

distilled in the Province from foreign molasses. Reasons given why
the duty at sixpence a gallon on West Indian rum should be taken off

and the supply of timber and provisions to the West Indies confined to

Great Britain and her colonies, and, to prevent smuggling, the duty of
fourpence a gallon should be taken oft'foieign molasses. Encloses mem-
orial from James Grant on the same subject. 226
Report of the Committee on the importation and distillation of foreign

molasses, the substance of which is given in the preceding letter. The
report gives the proceedings of the Committee in detail. 229
Memorial of James Grant concerning his distilleries. 248

Papers on the legal effects of the American
rights, (be.

Revolution on personal

Lloyd Kenyon to Mr. Power. Has no doubt that such Americans as

are to be considei-cd natuial-boi"n subjects of the realm prior to the

acknowledgement of Independence continue still invested with the same
right. 369

Opinion of the same, that since the United States of America have
become independent, goods the produce ofthat country may be imported
into the Kingdom from the place of growth, upon the payment of duties

payable by foreigners and upon no other terms. 363
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1785.
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London.

March 13,

Poole.
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Temple Bay.

178a
January 1,

Winbourne.

August 28,

Brador.

October 5,

Temple Bay.

1787.
January 4,

London.

February 7,

London.

Opinion ofLloyd Kenyon, that an American born before the declaration

of independence can be considered as a natural-born subject, and that such
declaration does not affect his title to real estate in the Kingdom, the
descent of which was caused between the declaration of independence
and its acknowledgment by the British Government. ^ag© 367

(Lloyd Kenyon, the writer of the preceding opinions, became Master
of the EoUs, a position he held from 1784 to 1788, when he became
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, an office he held until his death, in

1802.)

Dr. Wynn's opinion as to the right of Americans to obtain a British

register for ships. He holds that since 1776 this right has not existed,

as the' purchase of a ship in any of the revolted colonies by a British

subject since that period is illegal. 365

The following correspondence relates to George CartwrighVs case respect-

ing lands in Labrador

:

—
John Slade to George Cartwright. Has received his letter that Sand-

wich Bay has been sold by his assignees. The character of some of
those interested. His (Cartwright's) knowledge of the coast and trade
of Labrador; he could advise the Ministry' on the subject. The govern-
ment of the coast should be divided from Quebec, for reasons given. As
he (Cartwright) intends to return to the coast, he hopes to be able to

recommend him to have authority to administer justice there. 257
Captain Henry NichoUs to the same. Will represent to the

Governor of Newfoundland and to Mr. Nepean, on his arrival, the hard-
ships and discouragements to the fisheries and trade of Labrador from
want of a government, and believes his (Cartwright's) plan is the best
for this purpose. 285
Nathan Tory to the same. Eeturns his plan of regulations and

laws to encourage the fishery on the coast of Labrador, of which he
approves. The coast should be under the Government of Newfoundland,
so as to check oppression. Hopes he will make the oppressors odious, and
has no doubt he will do what he can for the benefit of the residents on
the coast. Shall not himself sail for Labrador before the last of April,
and supposes that that will be time enough for his (Cartwright's) goods
and people; if not, he will send a vessel before then. 287
John Koss to the same. Approves of his plan for establishing a

government on the Labrador coast. Nothing but the constant residence
of a Governor can suppress the acts of violence on the coast. 259

(Eoss was agent for Lymburner and Grant.)
James Macy to N. Tory. He had been compelled by Pinson to

abandon the bargain with him (Tory) on the threat of being ruined,
&c. 282
Cartwright to Nepean. How his goods were disposed of after the

appointment of assigness to settle his affairs; the course taken by
Noble and Pinson to carry on the trade after having purchased his

property; their illegal proceedings. Their plan to drive him off the
coast, so that they may secure the whole Indian trade. Asks for a
grant of Sandwich Bay. 274
Same to Sydney. Gives an account of his personal circumstances.

Asks that some sort of civil establishment may be promoted on the
coast of Labrador ; can frame a plan for this purpose, and to remove all

suspicion of his motives, asks only to be made principal justice of the
peace, and that his partner, CoUingham, be made another, but that no
powers be given to Noble and Pinson, as they would make an improper
use of them. Asks for a grant of Jocuktoke Bay ; only seals and furs
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are to be expected there ; it is the residence of the Indians, with whom
he has cultivated a friendship, and if he does not get the exclusive

property they will soon be destroyed by debauchery. Does not know
of any of His Majesty's subjects ever having visited it. The extent of the

grant he asks for. The reasons which prevent this from being a
monopoly, and why he should obtain the grant. Page 289

March 22, Cartwright to Nepean. That the delaj" in making out the contract for
Marnham. ^jjg convicts endangers the sailing of the vessels without them. Requests

him to order Akerman to pay him for the clothing which was to be

supplied to the convicts. (Respecting the convicts, see Cartwright's

Journals, 1792, Vol. III., p. 40.) 260
The case of Cartwright, from his leaving the 37th Regiment, in 1770,

and going to Labrador, giving a summary of his proceedings, including

those after his return there in 1785. 262

Court op Common Pleas—1787.

Q. 29—1. Q. 29—2. Q. 29—3.
1787.

November 10, Dorchester to Sydney, (No. 47.) In consequence of an address and
Quebec. petition an inquiry has been ordered to be made by the Chief Justice

into chai'ges relative to the Courts of Justice, and the conduct of Judges

of the Court of Common Pleas. This was begun on the 11th of June
and concluded on the 6th of November. Party spirit has exasperated

the whole course of the proceedings. Has not had time to read a single

paper, the proceedings having so lately closed. The Judges of Montreal

did not appear either personally or by agents. Thinks it advisable to

send the whole proceedings, as he learns that some are already sent by
private hands to be used before Parliament. The Courts of Common
Pleas for Quebec and Montreal have no connection with each other. Page 1

Schedule of papers in this case

:

1. First report of the Chief Justice on the investigation, dated 21st

October, 1787. 5

2. Abstract of days of sitting and proofs given on the same. 30

3. Second report of the Chief Justice on the investigation, dated 8th

November, 1787. 43

4. Minutes and exhibits of the investigation. A schedule of the ex-

hibits is given, beginning at p. 47 and ending at page 85. The minutes

give the first proceedings, towards the investigation, beginning on the

23rd May, at page 86, giving the examination of the witnesses in detail,

following the preliminaiy proceedings, order of reference, &c. (86 to 136).

Interrogatories prescribed by Mabane, accepted by the Chief Justice, as

those which the witnesses might be examined on (137 to 141). Wit-

nesses, Lieut. Governor Hope (141 to 143), Colonel Caldwell (144 to

146), Robert Lester (146 to 148), James Grant (148 and 149), John Reid

(149), Alexander Gray (150 to 185). Cross examination of Jenkin

Williams (185 to 193.) Motion by Monk and accompanying documents
and motion by judges (194 to 208). Correspondence as to the produc-

tion of documents (209 to 211). Statement (in French) by Judge Panet

(212 to 223), by Judge Mabane (224 to 237). Statement by Judge

Fraser (239 to 244). Correspondence respecting the adjournment, so

that the holding of the term of court should not be prevented (246 to

251) ; further correspondence (252 to 255). Correspondence respecting

the complaint of Judge Panet against Monk, Attorney General (256 to

263) ; further correspondence (263 to 269, and 270 to 272). Examina-

«
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tion of John Antrobus, of Quebec (272 to 28-4). Cross-examination of
Antrobus (285 to 289). Examination of David Barklay (289 to 298).
Examination of— Woolsey, of Quebec, merchant (299 to 303). Exam-
ination of William Grant (303 to 316). Examination ofGeoi-ge Pownall
(317 to 327). Examination of Daniel Gallvvey (327 to Q. 29-2, p. 333)—
Examination of— Diehl (333 to 342). Examination of George Allsopp
(342 to 363). Examination of Constant Freeman (363 to 410). Motions
to amend the minutes (411 to 413). Examination of—Goodall (413 to 429)
accompanying document (to 433). Examination of Eobert Willcocks
(434 to 436). Examination of—Laing (436 to 440). Jones (441 to 449).
Adam Lymburner (449 to 468). Examination of — Young, of Quebec
(468 to 482). Examination of—Cameron (482 to 487). Cioss-examination
of John Justus Diehl (487 to 490). Ee-examination of the same witness

(491). Examination of Louis Marcband (493 to 530). Examination of
Eobert Lester (530 to 534). Examination of James Johnston, ofQuebec
(534 to 537). Examination of John Purss (537 to 539). Examination
of John McCord, senr. (539 to 541). Examination of Thomas "Walker
(542 to 579). Examination of Eobert Eussell (580 to 698). Exam-
ination of John Pagan (Q. 29-3, pp. 700 to 702). Cross-examination of
Wm. Goodall (702 to 707). Correspondence respecting the production
of papers, &c. (709 to 714). Examination of William Lindsey (715 to

720). Examination of Mr. Panet, Clerk of Common Pleas (720 to

741). Examination of Mr. Lynd (741 to 783). Ee-exaraination
of Mr. Panet (784 to 790). Correspondence between the Judges
of the Court of Common Pleas and the Chief Justice respect-

ing the refusal to grant delay or to remove the trial to Mon-
treal for the charges connected with that district (791 to 793).
Ee-examiuation of David Lynd on special interrogatoi-ies (793 to 804).
Answers of David Lynd (804 to 811) and of Louis Panet (811 to 815),
to certain questions drawn up by the Chief Justice, and the answers o^'

the latter to questions put by Monk (816). Motions of vai-ious kinds
respecting procedure (817 to 832). Examination of Hugh Finlay (832
to 846). Motions and arguments respecting procedure (846 to 849).
Cross-examination of James Tanswell, jun. (850 to 853). Cross-exami-
nation of John Antrobus (853 to 858). Cross-examination of Mr. Laing
(858 to 861). Cross-examination of Constant Freeman (861 to 866).
Cross-examination of Mr. Woolsey (866 to 869). Cross-examination of
James Johnston (870 to 872). Cross-examination of John McCord, senr.

(872 to 873). Cross-examination of Mr. Lester (873 to 879) ; of Mr.
Lymburner (879 to 884). Coi-respondence respecting the course of pro-
cedure (885 to 888). Cross-examination of Simon Eraser, senr. (889 and
890). Cross-examination ofMr. Young (890 to 898). Cross-examination
of Louis Marchand (898 to 901). Cross-examination of Mr. Lynd (901
to 921). Examination of Cholmly Duglas (921-922). Ee-examination
of Mr. Lynd (922 to 924). Examination of Louis Dumiere (925-926).
Cross-examination of Mr. Eussell (926 to 937). Cross-examination of
Simon Eraser (937-938). Examination of James Grant (939 to 942).
Examination of John Lees (942 to 946). Cross-examination of P. L. Panet
(946 to 953). Schedules of the number of writs, lists of causes unfinished,

&c. (955 to 962). Proceedings on the closing ofthe evidence (963 to 969).
A paper entitled " Introduction to the observations which the Judges of
the Court of Common Pleas for the District of Quebec are making upon
the oral and written testimony adduced upon the investigation into the
past administration of justice, ordered in consequence of an address from
the Legislative Council" (970 to 1003). Schedule of cases brought before
the Court of Common Pleas, A (1004-1005), B (1006), C (1007 to 1015).
Order from the Governor in Council, to continue the investigation till
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Friday next (1016-1017). Procedure thereupon (1018 to 1020). Further
procedure and correspondence (1021 to 1026). Fui-ther examination of
Andrew Cameron (1027-1028), of David Lynd (1028 to 1040) with lists

of exhibits (1041 to 1052). Arguments o'l procedure (1053-1054).
Examination of Isaac Man (1055-1056). Investigation closed (1056 to

1059).

Court op Common Pleas—178*7.

Q. 30-1. Q. 30—2. Q. 30—3.

Continuation of the proceedings in the investigation respecting the
Court of Common Pleas, 1787.

Proceedings at Montreal, begun on the 4th September, 1787. Formal
opening and lists of exhibits (1 to 27). 'Correspondence, motions, &c.

(28 to 34). Examination of Mr. Le Pailleur, with objections to his

evidence, &c. (34 to 50). Examination of Frangois Viger (50 to 60).

Examination of Jean Normand (60 to 76). Examination of P. Guy (77
to 98). Examination of Eichard Dobie (98 to 107). Pierre Foretier
(107 to 114). Philippe' de Eocheblave (114 to 118). Examination of

John McKinlay (118 to 131). Procedure and documents (133 to

137). Examination of John Delisle (137-138). Examination of J.

F. Perrault (138-139). Examination of Thomas McCord (140-
141). John Burke (141 to 152). Examination of Maurice Blondeau
(152 to 154). Examination of Joseph Papineau (154 to 167). Exami-
nation of Isaac Todd (168). Examination of Alexander Hay (168 to

170). Eeserved answers now given by LePailleur (172 to 175), of
John Burke (175 to 179) and of John Eeid (179 to 185). These three
witnesses were clerks of the court, their evidence being to show the
system of registering and preserving documents. Special questions to

LePailleur (185 to 191), to Mr. Buike (191 to 194). Examination of
Alex. Auldjo (195-196). Examination of Thomas Forsyth (197-198).

Examination of Gaepard Massue (198 to 202). Examination of James
McGill (202 to 212). Further examination of Eichard Dobie (212).
Examination of Alexander Serres, surgeon (212 to 218). Examination
of John Burke on questions 8 to 22, inclusive (219 to 233). Examination
of Alexander Henry (234 to 237). Examination of William Taylor (237
to 248). Examination of Joseph Perinault (248-249). Examination of
Uriah Judah (249 to 251). Examination of Pierre Charlebois (251 to

256). Pierre Jacques Archambault (256 to 259). Examination ofAntoine

LaEoque (259 to 262). Further examination of Burke from ques-

tion 23 to 53, inclusive (262 to 295). The same of Le Pailleur

from question 22 to 52, inclusive (295 to Q. 30-2, p. 306). Con-
tinuation of Le Pailleur's evidence from 53 lo 66, inclusive (309
to 315). The same of John Burke from 54 to 61, inclusive (315 to 322).
Evidence of John Grant (322-323). Examination of Daniel Sutherland
(323-324). Examination of Joseph Frobisher (324-325). Examination
of Dumas St. Martin (325 to 327). Examination of James Dunlop (327
to 333). Examination of Pierre Bouthillier (333 to 335). Examination
of John Bell (335 to 337). Examination of John McGill (337-338).

Examination of Edward W. Gray (338 to 349). Further examination of

Eichard Dobie (349 to 353). Further examination of John Eeid (353
to 357). Examination of Eobert Cruikshank (357-358). Examination
of William Dummer Powell (359 to 427). Examination of Joseph
Howard (428 to 430). J. B. Imbaut dit Matha (430 to 434). Examin-
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ation of Eobert Henderson (434 to 436), Motion by De Bonne and
questions framed thereon to be answered by the clerks of the court

(436 to 442). Examination of George Young (442 to 449). Affidavit

by Thomas Forsyth (449 to 452). Answers to the questions framed on
De Bonne's motion, delivered in writing by Le Pailleur, and his further

examination (453 to 459). Answers to the same by Burke (459-460).

Documents delivered by John Eeid, acting clerk of the Common Pleas,

Montreal (460 to 464). Examination of James Walker (464 to 535).

Examination of Jacob Kuhn (536 to 540). Euither examination of

Robert Henderson (540-541). Examination of Louis Foucher (541 to

545). Letter from John Reid, explaining part of his evidence (546
to 548). Examination of Arthur Davidson (548 to 588). Further
examination of James Walker ((589 to 614). Additional questions to

Louis Foucher (Q. 30-3, pp. 615 to 618). Further examination ofJohn
Burke (618 to 627). Questions to be answered by Le Pailleur and
Eeid, and their answers (627 to 630). Examination of Le Pailleur and
Foucher, whose answers are the same (6"^0 to 636), and of Le Pailleur

alone (636 to 638). Paper filed by Mr. Reid (entered at p. 685). Con-
tinued examination of Mr. Davidson from interrogatories 23 to 41, inclu-

sive (638 to 668). Further examination of Walker from interrogatoiy
29 to 40, inclusive (668 to 684). Further examination of Burke (687 to

694). Questions put to and answers given by persons present at the
examination of Burke to meet the charge of De Bonne (p. 693) that

the answers were not his own, but were dictated to him (694 to 701). De
Bonne's answer and motion (701 to 703). Further examination of
Louis Foucher ^704 to 713). Further examination of John Reid (713-

^14-712). Continued examination of Jamos Walker (712, 715 to 732).

Schedules containing list of causes before the Court of Common Pleas,

Montreal, referred to in Reid's answer to the 4th interrogatory

(734 to 751). Further examination of Le Pailleur and Louis Foucher.
A note says: "The same questions were answered by both these wit-

nesses " (752 to 754). Further examination of John Reid (754 to 756).
Further examination of Walker (756 to 765). Further examination of

Davidson (765 to 801). Exhibits 59 to 68 produced on the investigation

on the part of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, consisting of
oaiscellaneous documents (802 to 828, and 831 to 914). Among the

other papers are documents relating to the suit against Cochrane, agent
for the remitters.

Court op Common Pleas—1787.

Q. 31-1. Q. 31-2.

^"^''-
Continuation of the proceedings in the investigation respecting the

Court of Common Pleas, 1787.

Exhibits (69 to 124) produced on the investigation on the part of the

Judges of the Court of Common Pleas (1 to 183). These contain lists

of cases, judgments, correspondence and miscellaneous papers. Docu-
ment entitled :

" General supplemental observations by the Judges of

Common Pleas for the district of Quebec, upon the evidence adduced at

the investigation respecting the administration of justice, ordered in

consequence of the address of the Legislative Council" (184 to 297).

The observations take up the evidence given by the witnesses in detail.

Further supplemental observations on the written evidence and of the

delay, leaving them insufficient time to consider all the documents.
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1787.

1787.

1787.

(Q. 31-2, p. 298 to 318). The minutes referred to in the supplemental
observations (319 to 322). Extracts of records, beginning on the 13th
August, 1776 (323 to 380). These give a summiry of cases and judg-

ments to the 24th February, 1787. Appendix No. 1, with the title,

" Contrast of Costs." It is a list of cases, with the amount, judgment
and costs (382 to 388). Abstract of judgments (389 to 410). "Brief
state of, with remarks on evidence offered to the Honom-able the Chief
Justice upon complaints on the part of the commerce and others, touch-

ing the past administration of justice in the Province" (411 to 451).

Appendix No. 2, "Eecords of the Court of Common Pleas for the
District of Quebec " (452 to 461). " Brief state of, with remarks on the
evidence ottered, &c., respecting the administration of the laws in the

Court of Common Pleas for the District of Montreal " (462 to 501), and
" General Eemarks " (502-503). The two immediately preceding papers
are signed "Chas. Thomas, Secretary." "Reply to the introduction to

observations made by the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of the

district of Quebec upon the oral and written testimony adduced upon
the investigation " (504 to 510). "Eemarks on the memorial accom-
panying the Judges' observations " (511 to 515). "Eeply on the part of

the commerce and others to observations made by the Judges of the

district of Quebec on the oral and written evidence adduced during the

investigation " (516 to 533, which are preliminary). " Eeply to obser-

vations on the evidence" (533 to 581). " On the Eecords " (581 to 587).

"Eeply to Supplement" (587 to 594)."

Court or Common Pleas—1787.

Q. 32.

Continuation of the proceedings in the investigation respecting the

Court of Common Pleas, 1787.

Papers fyled by the counsel for the commerce, Nos. 131 to 145. 1 to 72.

These are chiefly extracts from the Journals of Council. The same
from 146 to 213, being edicts, ordinances and commissions, pleadings

and judgements. 73 to 458.

Court of Common Pleas—1787.

Q. 33-1. Q. 33-2.

Continuation of the proceedings in the investigation respecting the

Court of Common Pleas, 1787.
Montreal papers, 214 to 282. Peters vs. Blake (2 to 16.) Jacob Cohen

vs. Levy Solomons (17 to 30). Dunlop vs. Mackenzie (32 to 47).

Aird vs. Chaumont (49 to 66). Graham vs. Parke & Co, Detroit (68 to

93). Eichard Dobie vs. Samuel Adams (95 to 115). Antoine Berthe
et sa femme vs. Alex. Henry (117 to 140). Lyndsay vs. Papin (142 to

172), and Howard vs. Mabbutt (174 to 231). Dunlop vs. Mackenzie on
the title, on the documents the case is entitled : James Dunlop of Mon-
treal vs. William Grant, late of Michilimakinak, now of Montreal (233
to 281). Eecords from the Court of Common Pleas of Montreal con-

taining short statements of cases (Q 33—2, p 288 to 575).
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Court op Common Pleas—1787.

1787.

May 1,

Quebec.

September 1,

Quebec.

October 13,

Quebec.

October 16,

Quebec.

October 16,

Quebec.

October 30,

Quebec.

Q. 34-1. Q. 34-2.

Continuation of the proceedings in the investigations respecting the
Court of Common Pleas, 1787.

Eecords from the Court of Common Pleas at Montreal, continued

:

Miscellaneous cases (2 to 139). For the district of Quebec : miscellaneous

cases (140 to Q. 34—2, p. 472). Written evidence on behalf of the
commerce (473 to 573).

Memorial of the Judges of the Courts of Common Pleas for the districts

of Quebec and Montreal, dated 1st May, 1787, signed by A. Mabane, J,

Fraser and Pierre Panet. Page 514
Memorial from the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of

Quebec. 517
Memorial of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of Montreal,

respecting the proceedings at the investigation. Signed by Alex. Gray,,

as their attorney. 535
The Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, Quebec, to Dorchester.

State the impossibility of reading the evidence and preparing observa-
tions thereon. Delay refused by the Chief Justice. Appeal to him
(Dorchester) for the necessary time to complete their observa-
tions, &c. " 527
Minute concerning the delay asked for from the Chief Justice.

(Enclosed.) 529
Henry Motz to the Judges. That the Chief Justice has full power to

grant delay, and that Lord Dorchester cannot give any particular direc-

tions as to the delay asked for. 531
Memorial from the judges to Dorchester. That they have always

been prepared to meet the charges brought against them. 533

1787.

August 13,

Quebec.

October 15,

Quebec.

December 10,

Quebec.

Petitions, Minutes of Council, &c.—1788.

Q. 35.

Report of Committee, that a patent may issue for lands ordered to be
granted to John Shoolbred on the Bay of Chaleurs on certain con-
ditions. Page 403^

Report of Committee concerning the new town ofSorel, now called

William Henry. How the lots have been apportioned. It is recom-
mended that no annual rents or mutation fines should be taken for at
least ten years ; after that term the same rents, &c., should be exacted as

before the Seigniory was purchased by His Majesty. How the lots still

unappropriated should be disposed of Three lots of 250 feet front by
600 feet depth have been laid out on the west side of the Sorel, opposite
to William Henry, for ship builders' yards. 397

Grant dissents in so far as respects the annual rents and mutation fines

which he considers should not be at any time exacted from the grantees
in Sorel. 401

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 48). That in reference to the proposed
grant of the Jesuit Estates to Lord Amherst, a petition has been pre-
sented stating that the greater part of these estates originated fi-Om

private donations, made for the express purpose of educating youth, and
the same should be considered as the property of the public, not to be
diverted from that object, and praying that the said estates should be
applied for the support of a college, which is very much needed. 1



204 STATE PAPERS. Q. 25

1787.

December 10,

Quebec.

December 10,

-Quebec.

1788.

January 9,

Quebec.

January 9,

Quebec.

January 9,

Quebec.

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 49). That Captain Isaac CoflSn has ap-

plied for a grant of the Magdalen Islands for the purpose of carrying
on a fishery. The services of Coffin ; the advantage of making the
grant to check illicit trade from these islands, &c. The lands have
been granted, subject to His Majesty's pleasure. Page 3
Motz to Nepean. That original papers respecting the investigation

relative to the courts of justice had been sent by mistake of the Clerk
of the Council. As no copy is in possession of Government here, he
asks that the papers be returned; list of documents is sent. 5

List referi-ed to. There are two bundles, the documents in one, from
1 to 25, refer to the district of Quebec; the second from 26 to 45, those
respecting the district of Montreal. 7

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 50). Dispatches received. To prevent
the altercation which prevailed at the last meeting of Council, he has
appointed committees to prepare draughts of ordinances and' will not
call the Legislative Council till late. Eeports of the Chief Justice and
documents sent, including originals, sent by mistake. Sends translation

of petition and memorial concerning the estates formerly held by the

Jesuits. Has not yet been able to procure information concerning the
cultivation of hemp ; shall do so as soon as possible. 62

Petition (translation) referred to in letter. 64
Document entituled : "Case, stating the rights which the Canadians

have to be educated in the college at Quebec, out of the estates belonging
to it, in support of their petition to the Eight Hon. Lord Dorchester." 67
The case is divided into three parts : 1. Proofs of the foundation and

property of the college of Quebec, and an enumeration of the estates

destined from the first establishment of this country for the education of

the Canadians. These proofs are historical and legal, and a list is,

besides, given of the donations. 70 to 106
2. The principal causes that have deprived the Canadians of their

education in the college of Quebec since the Conquest. 106 to 110

3. Means proposed as just and the most speedy to restore to the

Canadians their education by means of their college, and its advantages.
The case sets out, under this head, that it was the citizens and inhabi-

tants of Canada who formed the true corporation, having the property,
" although the Jesuits, as professors or managers, had the simple posses-

sion of it to fulfil the charge of education, and none being more interested

therein than fathers of families, who are the true proprietors of land in

this country, they ought to have the necessary and inseparable attributes

of a corporation," This point is elaborated, and it is prayed that a pro-

per number should be elected by an assembly called for the purpose, to

represent the holders of lands and heads of families as directors or man-
agers of the college and its estates. 110 to 116

Doi'chester to Sydney (No. 51). Has sent circulars to the Lieutenant
Governors, the object being to show the people the necessity for standing
forward in their own defence. The militia should be put on the most
respectable footing possible. The want of small arms ; recommends that

30,000 be sent, namely, 20,000 for Quebec and 5,000 each for Nova Scotia

and New Brunswick. In the present state of the militia, regular troops
must be sent to secure the safety of the King's provinces, and a consid-

erable reinforcement should be sent to Quebec and Halifax in case of a

war. The present force is totally incompetent for defence, for reasons

given. 118

The same to Commanders in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Circular

respecting the raising of militia for the defence of the respective pro-

vinces. 122
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1788.

January 0,

Quebec.

January 9,

Quebec.

January 9,

Quebec.

January 9,

Quebec.

January 9,

Quebec.

January 10,

Quebec.

January 25,

Quebec.

February 7,

Quebec.

February 7,

Quebec.

March 3,

Quebec.

March 6,

Whitehall.

March 11,

London.

Dorchester to Jb'arr, Kespecting the raising of militia. Page 124

The same to Sydney (private). That he would take an early oppor-
tunity to answer His Lordship's private letter of 20th September. 126
The same to the same (No. 52). Eecommending Mr. Juchereau Du-

chesnay to succeed the late Mr. Levesque in the Council. 127
The same to the same (No. 53). Sends minutes of Council on State

business, from 10th November to 3l8t December last, and on Crown lands

from 31st October to the same date. 128
M nutes on State business, chiefly relating to the accounts and finan-

cial condition of the Pi-ovince. 129 to 264
Minutes of Council respecting Crown lands, including Coffin's ap-

plication for the Magdalen Islands, &c. 265 to 2*73

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 54). Encloses Sir John Johnson's requisi-

tion for goods to assort the presents for the Indians, with other docu-
ments. 274

Eequisition. 275
Eeport of survey. 279
Doj'chester to Nepean (private). To ask Lord Sydney to lay before

the King his petition for an ensigncy for his eldest son, Guv Carle-

ton.
" 281

Minutes of Council concerning Crown lands from the Ist to 25th
January. Report on Sorel (see 15th October, 1787); on Shoolbred's
claim (see 13th August). Report on miscellaneous claims for land;

recommendation as to gi-anting lands to loyalists on Missisquoi Bay and
the general principle on which such grants should be made. 397-414

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 55). Sends naval officer's return of ves-

sels inwards and outwards at Quebec. 282
The same to the same (No. 56). Sends copy of the minutes of Coun-

cil on State business and those on Crown lands being from the 1st to

the 25th January. 283
Minutes of State business. Almost altogether taken up with the in-

quiry as to where the blame lay for the mistake in sending off originals

of evidence, &c., in the investigation as to the administration of jus-

tice. 284-396
Dorchester to Sj^dney (No. 57). Sends minutes of Council respecting

State business from 26th January to 14th February. 415
The minutes deal almost exclusively with the establishment of courts

for the trial of small causes. Memorial of de Lanaudi^re to change the
tenure of his seigniory into that of free and common soccage. 416
Sydney to Dorchester. Sends memorial by Binney, late superintendent

of Trade and Fisheries and deputy collector of Customs at Canso, with
affidavits, against the censure pronounced on him by the Assembly of
Nova Scotia, for permitting illegal commerce at Canso. The reports
that led to his being superseded and the extraordinary proceedings of
the Assembly which declared him innocent. A strict investigation to

be made into Binney's conduct as well as into that of Chipman and
Sherlock. An inquiry has been made at Lisbon respecting the clearance
of the United States ship •' America " which Binney flatly denies having
given. lb

Robert Hunter to Sydney. Sends petitions from English and French
inhabitants of Canada, asking that they be presented to the King. 13

Petition of the old and new subjects of the Province of Quebec (in

French). 14
The same in English. (The names attached to each petition are all

given.) 38
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1788.

March 15,

Whitehall.

March 15,

"Whitehall.

March 17,

Whitehall.

March 27,

<Quebec.

Sydney to Dorchester. To obtain at the desire of the Marquis de
Luzerne, certain proofs respecting one Andr^ Frangois Odelin. Page 54

Letter from de Luzerne to Sydney, asking His Lordship to obtain the

information wanted, as stated in a memorandum accompanying the
letter. 55
Memorandum, entitled :

*' Instructions concernant des actes de notori^t^

k obtenir a Montreal en Canada." 56

Nepean to Motz. That the originals asked for (pp. 5 and 7) have
been found and are to be sent by the " Dido " frigate. 59

Sydney to Dorchester. That the reports of the Chief Justice and the

voluminous papers respecting the investigation of the conduct of the

inferior judges, are under consideration by the Crown lawyers. Hopes
to send the result by the first trading vessels. 60

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 58). His satisfaction at the returning
prospect of peace. During the winter nothing was done to construct

defensive works, except at Detroit. A considerable expense is necessary
to finish the work at the citadel and to repair the works at Quebec. 430

Minutes op Council—1788.

1787.

July 13,

December 23,

Pittsburg.

1788.

February 16,

Whitehall.

February 17,

Whitehall.

March 27

Quebec.

April 12,

^r^ueljec.

May 17,

<i2uebec.

May 17,

•Quebec.

Q. 36—

L

Ordinance for the government of the territory of the United States,

north-west of the Eiver Ohio. Page 258

Speech to the chiefs, &c., of the Huron or Wyandot Nation, signed

Eichard Butler and Arthur St. Clair. Enclosed in Dorchester's letter

(p. 255) of 9th June, 1788. 274

Nepean to John Hunter. That Lord Sydney will be prevented meet-

ing the committee of Quebec merchants. He (Hunter) is requested to

call on Nepean. 1

Substance of message sent to committee of merchants by Lord Sydney,

in expectation of not meeting them, as arranged. In addition to his being

prevented by other engagements ; that he was not prepared to state the

determination on the subject in their application ; that the papers from
Quebec were under consideration ; that Government expected further

information from Dorchester respecting a House of Assembly. Govern-

ment is not pledged to support any petition to Parliament from the

merchants. 3

The message was sent in a letter from Nepean to Hunter, dated 21st

February. 2

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 59). Encloses minutes of Council on

State business. 5

Minutes dealing almost exclusively with the public accounts, each

branch of the revenue being minutely reported on. 6 to 196

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 60). Sends minutes of Council on Crown
lands.

,
197

Minutes of Council concerning Crown lands, from the 26th January to

20th March. 198 to 234

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 61). Sends ordinances and Journal of the

last session of the Legislative Council. 235

The same to the same (No. 62). Sends copy of a lease between the

Six Nations and some Americans, by which the former make over all

their country, with inconsiderable reservations, for 999 years, from the

45th degree on the south banks of the St. Lawrence, Lake Ontario, and

a considerable way up Lake Erie. The land on the St. Lawrence and
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1788.

lyiay 17,

Quebec.

May 17,

Quebec.

May 17,

"Quebec.

May 29,

"Quebec.

June 9,

<^uebec.

June 9,
Quebec.

part of Lake Ontario, has already been disposed of by New York,
and roads are in process of construction from Lake Champlain. Besides

these pacific measures, Congress is raising troops and forming magazines
at various posts in the western country. These measures clearly evince

the necessity of advancing the western settlements of the Province, and
of securing the attachment of the planters. Page 23*7

The copy of the lease between the Indians and Americans referred to

in the letter. 239
DoiHjhester to Sydney (No. 63). The Act for regulating inland

commerce was passed at the last session of the Council. The difficulty,

if not impossibility, of preventing smuggling; the chief articles which
afford inducements to smuggling. 244
The same to the same (No. 64). Eespecting the lighting of the St.

Lawrence for navigation ; its necessity ; the expense has deterred the
Council from placing a lighthouse on Green Island. 247
The same to the same (No. 65). Sir John Johnson has recom-

mended Lieut. Claus to succeed his late father as deputy agent of Indian
Affairs. Cannot recommend this on account of his youth. The salary
of Colonel Claus shall be continued to his widow, the eldest daughter of
Sir William Johnson; the services of her father and husband. 249

Proceedings of a special meeting of Council on the question of the
method of proceeding to trial for murders committed outside the limits,

&c., with the arguments. (Enclosed in Dorchester's letter of 9th June,

p. 276.) 280
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 66). The report of a confidential person

confirms the account of the perseverance of the Americans in settling the
Indian country. Encloses copy of ordinance by Congress for the govern-
ment ofthe territory north-west ofthe Ohio, the objects being the peopling
and dominion of the country between the Ohio, Mississippi and Great
Lakes. Sinclair (St. Clair) who commanded at Ticonderoga in 1777, has

been made governor. Where troops are stationed. Message sent by the

Americans to the Indians to meet for a general treaty of peace. It is

doubtful if the Indians will be ready. The settlors about Detroit have
shown great alacrity in providing for defence. The Six Nations declare

that the lease to the Americans (p. 239) was signed without authority,

that the Governor of New York has declared it illegal, forbidding any
of the subjects of New York from taking possession of the lands. So far

as regards the King's interests the effect will be the same, whether it is

in the hands of the New York Government or of individuals. 251
Enclosed. Instructions to the confidential person (not named) referred

to in letter. 255
Ordinance for the Government of the territory of the United States,

north-west of the Eiver Ohio, dated 13th July, 1787. 258
Speech to the Chiefs of the Huron or Wyandot Nation, signed by

Richard Butler and Arthur St. Clair dated at Pittsburg, 23rd December,
1787. 274

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 67). Doubts as to the extent of jurisdic-

tion of the courts of law in Quebec over territories on the southern
frontier^ included are the territory on Lake Champlain to Pointe au Fer

;

the settlement within and without the fort on the east side of the river

Niagara^ that on the west side of the river at Detroit and that at

Michillimakinak. The settlers in all these cases desire the full benefit of
British laws ; the growing necessity for extending this; asks instructions.

In the case ofmurder beyond the limits, he will issue a special commission
for the trial, without i-egard to the scruples of members of the Council,

except that in case of condemnation, he shall grant a reprieve till His
Majesty's pleasure be known. Difficulty with respect to the trial of
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1

1788.

June 9,

Quebec.

those charged with murder in the North-West, owing to the indefinite

boundaries of the Hudson Bay Co, Page 276
Dorchester to Sydney CNo. 68). Sends minutes of Council on State

business. 310

MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

1787.

December 16.

Quebec.

1788.

January 15,

Quebec.

April 14,

Quebec.

April 17,

Quebec.

May 6,

Sydney, C.B.

June 9,

Quebec.

June 9,

Quebec.

June 9,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

July 1,

Quebec.

July 6,

Quebec.

July 10,

Quebec.

Q. 36—2.

Major Skene to his father. Eespecting Levi Allen's mission to arrange
for commercial intercourse between Vermont and Canada. War between
the Americans and Indians in the upper country. Congress does not avow
the intention to make the war general, but is raising levies. Page 481
Same to the same. (The letter is dated 1*787, but by modern usage

is 1788.) The Council busy with plans for the better Grovernment
of Canada. What some of these are. IS'o accounts from the upper
country of further incursions. Levi Allen is a brother of Ethan. 482

Minutes of Council on State business, from 26th February to date.

Chiefly a continuation of the examination of accounts, more especially

those relating to the Customs. 311 to 341
Ordinances passed in 28th George III. 495 to 617

Lieut.-Governor Macarmick to Dorchester. Eespecting the suspension

of Chief Justice Gibbons. (See after Dorchester's letter of the 10th

July.) 456
Dorchester to Sydney (No, 69). Dispatches received. The "Dido"

frigate has arrived at Halifax. 342
Same to Nepean. Arrival of the Marquis de Choppedelaine on

his travels, bringing letters of introduction from Mr. Bond and Sir John
Temple. The state of the country makes such visits embarrassing;
asks that they be discouraged. 343
Same to same. Sends copy of instructions to William Tryon, Gover-

nor of New Yoi'k (dated 3rd April, 1775), respecting grants of land for

officers and men of the late 84th Eegiment. As the instructions differ in

some respects from those sent to him on the same subject, desires to

know if the copy he sends is authentic. 344
Instructions follow. 345
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 70). Sends minutes of Council on Crown

lands from 21st March to 8th May. 353
Minutes refei-red to, with reports on applications, discussions,

&c. 354 to 410
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 71). Has given leave of absence to

Brigadier Hope. 411
Motz to Nepean. That John Eogers, the man inquired for, left Que-

bec in the year 1783, in a small vessel for the Bay of Chaleurs, which
was wrecked and he has not been heard of since. Legal evidence shall

be obtained of the facts. 412
Memorial by Chief Justice Gibbons. (See after Dorchester's letter of

10th July.) 461
Dorchester to Macarmick. Eespecting the suspension of Chief Justice

Gibbons. (See after Dorchester's letter of 10th Jaly.) 459
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 72). The increasing population of the

Province has rendered additional districts necessai-y for the administra-

tion of justice. It has been found expedient to make seven districts.

The difficulty of finding proper officers for the two courts in each dis-
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1788.

trict. At Grasp^ and Ba}^ of Chaleurs a judge at £100 and a sheriff at

£20. have been appointed for some years past. There will be little

trouble, he believes, in the settlements West of Montreal. In Detroit the
large Indian trade and the mixture of Canadians and British make the
cases more complicated, so that the oflficers would require more talent.

The difficulties as to the cases arising out of the limits of the Province
as well as at Niagara and Detroit will still remain. Will establish, as

soon as advisable, courts for small causes. The improvement that might
follow the introduction of a Supreme Court of Common Pleas with
original jurisdiction, and holding Circuit Couj-ts in the different dis-

tricts, ^age 413
Julyio, Dorchester to Sydney (No. 73). Has received instructions, &c., for the
^"^ ^' superintendents of inland navigation. Five have been appointed, namely,

at Kingston or Cataraqui, Niagara. Fort Erie, Detroit and Michillima-

kinak.
'

418
Ordinance to authorize the appointments. 419
Form of instructions. 422
Forms of commission and other papers. 426 to 432

July 10, Doi-chester to Sydney (No. 74). Encloses report from person men-
queh^c. tioned in his letter, No. 66 (p. 251). 433

The report (dated 4th June) says that he has a prospect of opening a
fi'iendl}'- communication with the inhabitants of the Ohio, but the
depredations of the Indians prevent this open communication and the
attention given to the new constitution by people from the foot of
the Laurel Hill to the westei-n extremity of Pennsylvania prevents
agitation respecting the Mississippi. Large emigration to Kentucky,
appai-ently with a view to separate from the new Federal Government,
as they seem to wish for independence and for a free passage by the

Mississippi to the ocean. Congress has ceded to Connecticut 120 miles

West from the western limits of Pennsylvania. Gentlemen from
Connecticut at Pittsburg to form a new settlement at Miiskingum, and
preparations are making at Red Stone. A son of General Putnam is at

the head of the adventurers. General Parsons has made advances that

may prove favourable towards commercial intercoui'se between Great
Britain and the rising settlements; in fact the interest of all the Ohio
leads them to insist on free entrance to the Ba}' of Mexico and to solicit

British trade. He has been strongly invited to go to Fort Pitt ; a short

visit might do good. Great preparation is making for the expected
treaty ; McKee is at the Miamis ; he has entii-e influence over the

Western tribes. Asks for His Lordship's pleasure as to visiting

Pittsburg and Virginia to receive propositions from men of character
and to influence the press. Concerning expenses. Encloses letters, one
from the Auditor General of the Middle Department, the other from
General Neill, showing the footing on which he placed the first

advances. 434

o"'"h3^'
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 75). Eespecting the cultivation of hemp,

^le c. r^^Q
gQJj ^j^j climate favourable, but the culture too little attended to in

either Province to form an opinion as to the encouragement necessary or

as to the quantity that could be raised or its pi-ice. Premiums ottered

for its culture in Nova Scotia during 1788. it is the belief there that

the bounity should be renewed to promote its* importation into Great
Britain. 439

;Mv^O, Same to same (No. 76). p]ncloses minutes of Council on State

business, including report on the claims of Monk, Attorney-General,

with remarks on certain parts of the report. The imperfectioii of the

present system of auditing the accounts by committees of Council ; the

tendency to swell the expenditure. 441

(Quebec.

6a—14
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July 10,

Quebec.

July 10,

Quebec.

July 10,

Quebec.

July 10,

Quebec.

July 12,

Exeter.

July 10,

Quebec.

July 16,

Quebec.

Dorchester to Sydney (No, 77). Sends minutes of Council concerning
Crown lands. Page 444
Same to same (No. 78). Death of Mgr. Desglis; Mgr. Hubert,

coadjutor, succeeds him. He (Dorchester) has named Charles rran§oi8
Bailly as coadjutor, 445
Motz to Nepean. Eeturns papers which had been sent back

They are found to be no part of the original papers asked to be returnea
but are part of the written evidence on behalf of the commerce ofwhich
copies only were sent. 446

Dorchester to Sydney. Mr. G-ibbons, Chief Justice of Cape Breton,

has applied for relief fi-om his suspension fj-om office by the Lieutenant
Governor; the question having been brought by these two gentlemen
befoi-e His Lordship he has declined to interfere. Encloses copies of the

correspondence. 455
Lieutenant Governor Macarmick, Sydney, Cape Breton, dated 6th May,

1788, to Dorchester, transmitting minutes of the Council of Cape Breton,

with the reasons for the suspension of Chief Justice Gibbons f/"om his

office. His own convictions of the propriety of the suspension, and
belief that peace and quietness could never be restored whilst Gibbons
was suffered to have influence. He had on his (Macarmick's) arrival,

restored the Chief Justice to his seat at the Council Board, which was
objected to by those who knew his violent disposition, but it was done
with a view to reunite all parties in the general sei-vice of the island, and
having filled up the various offices he flattered himself he had rendered
the government respectable and eft'ectual; he little imagined that Gib-
bons would be satisfied with nothing short of entire influence, or that he
would combine with disappointed men of the lowest order. He has sub-

mitted the whole case to the King. Will reserve explanations till he
(Dorchester) visits the island. 456
Answer by Dorchester, dated 6th July, that Gibbons is in Quebec, but

that as the matter had been submitted to the King, he (Dorchester)
had declined to interfere. The measure, a strong one in the case of a

person holding an office of so much consideration, &c. 459
3Iemorial of Eichard Gibbons, ChiefJustice ofCape Breton, requesting

a certificate to enable him to draw his salary and a further certificate,

that he had laid his case before him (Dorchester). 461
Henry Hope to (Nepean?). Announcing his arrival; explaining

why he did not take charge of the dispatches ; his desire to return to

Quebec this season, &c. 349
Same to same (No. 79). Encloses letter from Ethan Allen respecting

the affairs of Vermont, he with his two brothers, having come to Quebec
on that business. Can conceive the alarm at the proposed federal con-

stitution and the agitation in the minds of the people of the United States

respecting a measure of such importance, but has had no information on
the subject since the return of Major Beckwith in April, 1787. 44*J

Ethan Allen to Dorchester. Points out the leciprocal interest of
Great Bi-itain and Vermont, the jealousy of the United States and the

threat to subjugate Vermont, the reason being the contiguity of that

State to Canada and the natural inclination their situation gives them
to the British interest. The objection of Vermont to join the United
States is increased by the feeling that it would expose them to the dis-

pleasure of Great Britain, ruin their commerce, involve them in debt, if

not insolvency " and in the broils of those States relative to their Federal
Government, concerning which they are probably as much divided and
subdivided as can well be conceived," Their differences owing to diver-

sities of climate, &c. Their licentious notions of liberty imbibed in the
C)ur8e of the revolution, operate against their uniting in a Confederate
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July IG,

(Quebec.

July 27,

Quebec.

September 3,

Whitehall.

Government. Yet there must be some government which may be
adopted after much strife and confusion, but it would be opposed by large

minorities, Whig and Tory, which must make it weak, and consequently,
i-ender it difficult for the United States to subjugate Vermont, which
could bring 15,000 effective men into the field, more than equal to a like

numbei- of United States troops, especially in defending themselves
against the usurpation of those States. Besides, the relationship of

people in the other States with those of Vermont, would pievent these

iroops from taking the field against her, and incline them to take her
part; these with Anti-federalists and V^ermonters might crush the Federal
(Tovernraent. Vermont, small at first sight, has a heavy influence in

American politics and may turn the scale ; so that she is well worth the
attention of Great Britain. The immigration, too, adds to her strength
as the people who come from the United States do so to obtain land and
escape exorbitant taxation and will unite in rejecting every idea of a

Confederation
;
property, not liberty, is their main object. Should an

appeal to arms be made, warlike stores could be obtained from Quebec.
As to the mode of continuing to obtain favour from Great Britain, pro-

bably Genej-al Haldimand's plan would still be the best. During the
last three years of the war, mattei's were so arranged that, practically,

there was an alliance of neutrality of which the United States could
not take advantage. Something of the same kind in the way of com-
mercial intercourse might be done now, such alterations of the policy
being made as to suit further emergencies. "In the time of General
Haldimand's command, could Gieat Bi itain have afforded Vermont pro-

tection, they would i-eadily have yielded up their independence and have
become a province of Great Britain. And should the United States

attempt a conquest of them, they would, I presume, do the same, should
the British policy harmonize with it. For the leading men in Vermont
are not sentimentally attached to a republican form of Government,
yet fiom political principles are determined to maintain their present
mode of it, till they can have a better, and expect to be able to do it,

at least, as long as the United States will be able to maintain theiis, or
until they can on principles of mutual interest and advantage, return to

the British Goverment, without war or annoyance from the United
States." His rea^on for writing. Page 448
Motz to Nepean. Sends two affidavits respecting the late John

Eogers. 484
Two affidavits that Eogers was employed in Quebec, and that he was

drowned by the wreck of a vessel in the Bay of Chaleurs. 485-489
Motz to Nepean. Transmits paper from Messrs. Allen, of Vermont, re-

specting a proposed conti-act to furnish timber for the navy. They first

proposed to deliver the timber in some part of America, but that being
inconsistent with the terms of the contract proposed by the naval
authorities, they are prepared to accede to its tei-ms. Lord Dorchester
desires him to say that they are well qualified for the business. 464

Offer to supply timber for the.Royal Navy, signed by Ethan, Levi and
Ira Allen. 466
(A letter of 29th July from Motz to Nepean, introducing Levi Allen,

is in Q 40, p. 209.)

Sydney to Dorches'ter. Eefers to the debate on the petition brought
by Lym burner from Quebec for a change in the constitution of the Pro-
vince. Desires the fullest possible information before the next discus-

sion. The points on which information is asked are given. Fi'om the
position of the loyalist settlements, it has been in contemplation to pro-
pose a division of the Province, to begin from the boundary line of the
seigniory granted to de Longueuil, and westward and southward as

6a—14^
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September

:

Whitehall.

described in enclosed paper. What is proposed to be first done. He (Dor-

chester), to consider and report on the sort of civil government,
the system of laws, &c. Page 469

Description of the proposed boundaries of the western division of the

Province. 476
Sydney to Dorchester. The ordinance for regulating the militia sanc-

tioned ; the necessary clothing, arms and accoutrements shall be sent, with
as little delay as possible. How the militia is to be officered. The ques-

tion of embodying the necessary force is left to his (Dorchester's) dis-

cretion. Eeturns and estimates to be sent; the clothing will not proba-

bly arrive before spring. 477

Minutes op Council— ili

April '30,

Quebec.

May 14,

Quebec.

Q. 37.

May 20 to

(Quebec.

June 30,

(Quebec.

Journals of the Legislative Council at the session beginning on the

30th March and ending on the 30th April, 1788. Pagesl to 173
Minutes of Council on State business. Memorial from the Commis-

sioners on the Jesiiit Estates, The document states the Commissioners
have found the principal deeds of these estates and are ready to make a

land roll, but cannot do so till a proclamation be issued ordering all

holders of land by whatever title, to send in titles, &c., giving rea'=ons

for making this demand (p. 174 *o 178). Patent dividing the Province
of Quebec into districts. Commissioners appointed to select and recom-
mend suitable oflicials for the new districts (p. 178 to 183). Memorial
and claim of Niverville for wood cut on his seigniory ; referred to a
committee (p. 183 to 187). Report of the special committee on the
navigation of the St. Lawrence, with an estimate of the cost of building

and maintaining lights, buoys, &c. There follow correspondence, mem-
orials and other documents relative to the navigation, to pilots, lights,

&c. (p. 187 to 208). Report on Captain Cartwright's application for

the exclusive property of Touchtoke Bay, on the coast of Labrador, and
for a grant of lands there (p. 208 to 220). 173 to 220

29, Report of a Special Committee of the Privy Council respecting the
mode of trying prisoners for murders committed in the western country''

with discussions and the vote on each case. 221 to 251
Minutes of Council concerning waste lands of the Crown from 9th May,

to date. Report on Shoolbred's application for lands on the Bay of

Chaleurs, which was granted, the conditions and extent being shown
in the report, with the proceedings and discussion (252 to 262).
Report on the application of the North-West Company, for a grant of
land to enable them to make a waggon road from Lake Superior to Long
Lake, to save the great expense of carrying goods across on men's
shoulders. Ordered that the North West Company send propositions
regarding the building and management of the road (262 to 266). Report
that lands on the Bay of Chaleurs may be granted to Captain Thomas
Darcy and other loyalists (266-267). Other applications are those
from Captain David Grant on the River L'Assomption (p. 267) ; Captain
George Lawe on the cari-ying place from the St. Lawrence to Lake
Temiscouata. (The Committee recommended that if he agreed to settle

one family for every 1,000 acres he should get the grant, (267-268).
Application by Rocheblave for an exclusive privilege to carry goods
across the Toronto portage (30 miles fjom Toronto to Lake La Clic (now
Lake Simcoe) giving the rates he proposes to charge. The Committee
resolved first to get the views of the merchants before makins: a recom-
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mendation (269 to 271.) Eeport on Captain Lauchlin McLean's appli-

cation for 3,000 acres of land at St. E^gis refused, the lands there being
resei-ved for the Indians ; he may have land at Carillon (271). Report
on Captain Xeil McLean's application for lands at CJarillon

;
granted

(267). Report on application from Allsopp to set aside the grant to

Antrobus of the ruins of the King's forges in Lower Town, Quebec, on
grounds stated. Refused, with reasons for retusal (272, 273). Report
on Cochrane's application for a grant or lease of the saw mill on the
Chambly. No decision come to until De Niverville is heard for his interest

(274 to 278). Report on the petition of Henry Caldwell and other
officers of the British militia for a grant of land. Cannot be granted to

them as belonging to a corps, but may be granted to them as individuals
and so recommended. The Surveyor General reports that lands maj- be
given them on the Grand (Ottawa) River near the ti-act petitioned for

by the officers and men of the late 84th (at Carillon) (278-279).
Report on the claims of the Mann family for land at Chaleurs Bay (279
to 281). Report on proposition by Antrobus to exchange his land at

William Henry (Sorel) for the old forge, "with liberty to take away
what quantity of stores I may have occasion for from the lot belonging
to Government, situated under Cape Diamond, and i-unning upwards from
Fraser's wharf, 275 feet, without injuring the road." The Surveyor
General and law officers were instructed to investigate the titles, 6ic.

(281 to 283). Report on petition of Major Edward Jessup, for himself
and for Captain Peter Drummond, Lieuts. John Dalmage and Edward
Jessop, half pay Pi-ovincial officers, and for Michael Hoofnail, late of
'New Yoi k, Rev. Gideon Bostwick, Massachusetts ; and George Dibble of
Connecticut, for a tract of land on the south bank of the Grand or Ottawa
River (described), to be divided into townships of eight miles square
and to settle 34 families on each township within four years. The con-
ditions on which they propose to hold and settle the land are detailed.

It is recommended that a survey be made and that the plan should be so

extended as to form such a number of townships as may j-each to the
loj'alist settlements on the St. Lawrence (283 to 289). Report on con-
flicting claims for the old forge at Quebec, between Harrison and
Antrobus, with documents relating thereto (289 to 309). Various reports
on minor applications, &c. (309 to 322) Page 252 to 322

Miscellaneous Papers—1788.

Q. 38.

July 22, Minutes of the Council on State business. Report of Committee recom-
Quebec. mending the names of those who may be appointed justices of the peace

and commissions ordered to be issued. The lists for the districts of
(Quebec and Montreal and of the circle of St. John's follow (9 to 12).

Commission appointed to consider the question of the Jesuit estates in

relation to the grant to Lord Amherst (13). (The papers relating to

these estates are in the volumes, beginning at Q 50 A). Inquiry
ordered in consequence of a complaint by Major Murray, commanding
at St. John's, that writs of ejectment have been served from the courts
of Yei-mont on settlers between the north of line 45° and Dutchman's
Point (13 to 19). Returns to be made of the casual revenue (19 to 21).

Commitiee appointed to considei- the petition ofThomas Dunn for remis-
sion of the droit de quint on the Seigniory of St. Ann (21 to 24). Returns
of fees in the courts to be made (24). 9 to 24
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Minutes continued, 23rd July. Eeturns to be made of all public

records (25). A Committee appointed to investigate the effects of the

practice of using spirits from small stills (26), Memorial by de Lanau-
diere respecting highways; committee appointed to consider the

Memorial and report if a change of the law is necessary (26 to 33).

Petitions considered. Page 25 to 33.

July 23, Minutes of council concerning Crown lands from 1st to 23rd July. On
Quebec. the 22nd July, report of Shoolbred's petition to lie on the table for con-

sideration (35). Report of Committee: 1. On the petition of the widow
of Lieutenant JDuncan Murray for land at Niagara. Refused, but land to

be given on the Ottawa (36-37). 2. On de Niverville's application for

the i-estoration of a lot of land in the banlieue of Chambly (37 38). 3.

On application from Colonel William Fortune for lands on the south side

of the Ottawa. Recommended (38-39). 4. On petition of Jean Baptiste

Dumas foi- a lot on the beach at St. Peter's street. Quebec, to build a

wharf. Recommended (39-40). 5. On application from Colonel Eleazer

Fitch for a grant of land on Lake Memphiemagog to the St. Francis

(bounds described). Recommended (40 to 44). 6. On the application

of the officers of thi-ee Canadian Companies. Recommended that land be
granted on Lake St. Francis (44-45). 7. On application from Colonel

Asa Porte/' for land adjoining that.granted to Eleazer Fitch. Recom-
mended (45-46). Reports referred to the Chief Justice and the whole
Council (46-47). On the 23rd July. Reports of the law officers on the

j-eport Irom the Surveyor General as to Shoolbred's applications (41-48).

Report of the Attorney and Solicitoi' General on the conditions of grants

from 1672 to 1755, made by the French Government. The report gives

details of the differences (48 to 53). Table A. shows the different clauses,

&c., before the Conquest (54 to 79). Kxtract from the general table of
clauses, <fcc. (80 to 82). The patent proposed by the Attornej'' and
Solicitor General (83 to 91). The patent offered %' the Chief Justice

(92 to 99). Report of the committee on the application of Hugh Finlay
for the lands, iron mines, forges, &c., at St, Maurice, and on the petition

of Alexander Davison and John Lees for the prolongation of the lease

of these mines. The i-eport gives a histoiy of the mines and forges,

and recommends that Finlay's petition be granted (100 to 109). Docu-
ments attached to the report (110 to 126). Report on the applications

for lands on Bonaventure by Lewis Fromenteau and the "Widow Bour-

dage, the latter of whom complains that Major Holland had taken
possession of 500 acres belonging to hei-, but the Committee can decide

nothing in the absence of Major Holland (127 to 130). Report on the

petition of Isaac Mosley for lands on the Yamaska, or on the east side of

Lake Memphremagog (130 to 132). Report on application by Lieut.-

Co.onel James Holmes for land between Johnstown and the Bay of

Quints (132-133). Simeon Covell, foi* land between Oswegatchie and
Cataraqui (133-134). Reports of the Committees contirmed by the

Council (134 to 136). 35 to 136

July 28, Dorchester to Sydney (No. 80). Sends minutes of Council. The
Quebec, question raised as to the public utility of continuing the restraints of

the Frenclr Government npon mines. As a consequence, no other mines
than those on the St. Maurice, near Three Rivers, have been discovered.

The Bi'itish pj' tents in the old Colonies contained the exception only of

mines of gold and silver, and that a bounty was formerly granted on the

importation of pig-iron into Britain, which still affords a market for this

metal in bars as well as in a rude state of manufacture. Canada abounds
in the metal, and a few years' encouragement would lessen the depend-

ence of Great Britain on foreign countries for this article. There is also

salt above Montreal, and fossils convertible into beneficial articles of
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Whitehall.
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Quebec.

October 14,

Quebec.

commerce, so that the restraints are a discouragement and preclude
the King's subjects in Canada from participating in the advantages of
the people in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the United States. For
these reasons he thinks that the forges of St, Maurice should be granted
to a private individual, and that all mines, except of gold and silver,

should be thrown open to the proprietors of the soil. Eecommends Mr.
Finlay's claims to the St. Maurice forges. Page 6

Sydney to Dorchester (private.) Is glad to find that he had recovered
sufficiently to visit the upper posts : the reports of his state were alarm-
ing, the arrival of Dr. Nooth will, therefore, be a satisfaction to him
(Dorchester.) The Lieutenant Governor takes out dispatches calling

for information which the Ministry desire to have by Christmas, that

they may not be compelled to avoid the settlement of questions respect
ing Canada for a second time. The Ministers desire that his brother
should continue in the government of New Brunswick, nvhere he has

given satisfaction ; his " right headed " letters on the situation. His pro-

posals respecting gaols and court houses approved of, but no determina-
tion arrived at. The legal questions are in the hands of the law officers.

Monk's conduct has operated to his disadvantage, but until the report is

ready, no step will be taken regarding him. Nothing can be done
respecting the Vermont negotiations, till the re-assembling of the Min-
istry. The emigration from the States towards the Ohio is undoubtedly
directed to the possessions of their foreign neighbours, beyond the Miss-

issippi ; the consequent variance which will arise between the Ameri-
cans and their late allies. The propriety of discouraging the excursions

of foreigners from the States towards the remaining British possessions,

which have always mischief in view. Hopes to write again by way of

Halifax before winter. (A note states that Lord Sydney had mislaid this

draught and asks for a copy. The note is probably written by Nepean.) 1

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 81). The Indian chiefs, who declared

the lease or sale of their lands to be without authority, have since rati-

fied the same, reserving a tract from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie for

their own use. The ari-angement was made in presence of Butler and
Joseph Brant, who are said to be interested. A sum of £500, supposed
to be fictitious, is said to be ihe price paid for the land acquired by
Butler and Brant, 30,000 acres each. This land, it is supposed, was given
without expense, partly foi' their interest with the Indian^*, partly as a

present. These transactions are made in opposition to the State of New
York, the lands falling within the cession made by New York to Massa-
chusetts. The "Western Indians of Detroit and Michilimakinak commit
frequent acts of hostility against the Americans on the Ohio, &c., con-

trar}' to his advice. An attack by Chippawas in which they brought
oft" 6 scalps and a prisoner from Muskingum, has produced a message
from Governor Sinclair, (St. Clair) to the chiefs, who represent that they
desire peace, but cannot restrain their young men, any more than the

Americans can restrain theirs. Bi-antwith 130 warriors has left Detroit

to meet the other nations at the Miamis previous to the great Council.

The Indians appear to be unanimous, and had dismissed American emis-

saries. It is supposed they intend to settle a boundary between them
and the Americans, and if necessary to relinquish the land settled by them
on the Ohio. The Indians on the Grand River dissatisfied with Brant,

The Indians on the Wabash have gone South to assist in an attack on
settlements on Cumberland River. Three Indians sent from Michili-

makinak charged with the murder of two negroes ; murders frequent

in that vicinity. 147

Same to same (No. 82). Sends communications in addition to those

sent in letter of 10th April, 1787. 145



216 STATE PAPERS, Q. 08

The paper bears the title " Opinions and observations of different per-

sons respecting the United States." Comments on the various proposi-

tions made at the federal convention held in Philadelphia, in 1787, and
summarizing the three plans : 1. That ofNew Jersey, deemed insufficient."

2. ThatofHamilton, looking to a monarchy,which was over-ruled,although

supported by some of the ablest members of the convention. 3. That
of Virginia, which was adopted. The ablest men in the States are favour-

able to our (the British) form of government, and view the proposed

constitution as an experiment, paving the way for a more energetic one.

"Washington will be President and Hancock Vice-President; it is

suspected both have a French bias. The new government will be

attended with more expense than the present, or than a prudent, well-

regulated monarchy. The difficulties of the new government increased

by the inconsiderable majorities that decided its adoption. The whole
\^eight of the order of Cincinnati was thrown into the federal scale.

(For an account ot this order or society, see Gordon, 1788, vol. 4,

pp. 393, et seq.) Probable contentions of the two great parties during

the winter. Determination to separate the northern from the southern

disti-icts. Support by the wealthy to the new plan, in hope of raising

the value of securities which they had purchased for a trifle. Effect of

the present change on the different classes of those attached to the

British Government. Military preparations for carrying the new constitu-

tion should the requisite number of States not vote for its adoption.

Doubts if the people of the States are in a disposition to pay taxes, and
to submit to the measures unavoidable if they are to be a nation. Mur-
murs and complaints are unavoidable, but the population is rapidly

increasing and the face of the country exhibits a people unwilling,

rather than unable, to contribute to the necessities and to restore the

honour of a contemptible government. The constant struggle for power
an objection by the advocates of monarchy. The anti-federalists are

quiet but sullen and discontented, and the ties of social life are done
away with. They are inferior in vigour, talents, &c., to the federal

party. The emigration to St. Clair's government beyond the Ohio
has exceeded the bounds of credibility. Armed parties from New
England, regularly officered, are prepared to force the passage of the

Mississippi, whether Congress approves or not, and in defiance of the

Spaniards ; they are desirous to open a friendly intercourse with the

British Government by the northern lakes, and wish to be permitted to

exchange furs at Michillimakinak for British manufactui-es. The
present feeble Congress has little authority ov^er the western country.

Vermont seems determined to remain in its present unconnected
situation, and if hard pressed mhU defend their country. There is a

general growing British interest in the States ; suggestions as to estab-

lishing commercial relations; the prevalence of smuggling; bankruptcy
is now no disgrace. The large establishment of French consular agents

in the States ; their minute reports. The cold, haughty and contemptuous
manner in which Moutier, the French Minister, ti-eats men in public

stations. The attempt of Vergennes to obtain for France judicial

authority, over all the natural-born subjects of France in the States; to

hold courts for their trial: to arrest those persons and to convey them
away; to this plan Franklin acceded, being very open to flatter^'.

The French anxious to obtain timber ; their demand for repayment of

the money lent during the war. Fj-anklin censured for not getting it as

a subsidy. Strenuous exertions to establish manufactories in the States;

examples given. The financial embarrassment increased by successive

violations of the public faith and credit which have destroyed all con-

fidence in the rulers. Prospects of an Indian war ; the breaking of their
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faith with the southern Indians by Georgia and Carolina, Private treat^y

by New Yorkers with the Six Nations, declared by the legislature of New
York to be null and void ; commissioners appointed to treat at Fort
Schuyler (foi-merly Stanwix). Details given. The right to 5,000,000 acres

in Genesee Country, ceded lately by New York to Massachusetts ; two
thousand families already settled on it. The French Ministe*-, de Moutier,
was present at the opening of the treaty at Fort Schuyler and was particu-

larly attentive to the Indians. The irritation caused by the retention

of the western posts, &c. Troops to be drawn there by St. Clair under
the pretext of meeting Indian hostilities. Page 146

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 83). A commission issued to try prisoners
charged with murder outside the described limits of the Province.
Thompson, a soldier convicted of murder, has been respited till His
Majesty's pleasure is known. The legal reasons for the respite, other
than the challenge as to the validity of the commission. The incon-

venience and danger if persons charged with murder outside the limits

of the Province can be tried in England only. Is anxious to receive
commands on the subject. 162
Same to same (No. 84). Has visited the loyalist settlements in Upper

Canada; their satisfactory progress. The tenure of the lands is a
source of anxiety. Planters expected on the American side of the river
and lakes ; the desirability of showing the favourable condition of the
loyalists. The animosities in the Legislative Council appear to be con-
fined to the towns of Quebec and Montreal ; the division of the Province
into two would not heal these, although it might be attended with other
good consequences. How the exhibition of animosity in the Council
may be checked. Both parties in the wrong. His own view of the
best method of introducing changes in the laws, which must be done
gradually. The unfavourable prospects of the fur trade, and a bud ci-op

makes the prospect worse. A firm and benevolent administration the
best remedy for evils; an early decision of the business of Canada is

much to be desired. 164
Same to same (separate). Andr^ Fran§ois Odelin in his sound

senses during the peiiod mentioned in the paper handed to him (Sydney)
by the French ambassador. Doubt whether he really granted the
obligation for 9,000 livres to Cazeau. (See Q 35, p. 54 to 56.) 168
Documents enclosed 169 to 179
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 84. The second of the same number.) The

Legislature of Nova Scotia has voted £300 for impi-ovements on Gov-
ernor Hammond's farm at Halifax. Lieut.-Governor Parr believes they
will vote the remainder. 180
Same to same (No. 85). With naval officer's return of vessels in-

wards and outwards at Quebec between 5th April and 5th July. 181
Return follows.

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 86). James Gale, tried for murder, found
guilty and sentenced ; but respited awaiting the lioj^al pleasure. He
is recommended for pardon, on condition of quitting the King's
dominions. 182
Same to same (separate), AUsopp and others have informed him

that it was proposed to send Lymburner again to England, if it met his

(Dorchester's) approval. They were told he could neither approve nor
disapprove. Copies of addresses brought by deEonne, who was anxious
that they should not be too late in being laid before the King, but that
the originals could not be sent till they were fully signed. Sends the
copies. The originals will be forwarded when presented. 184

Letter and addresses (in French), referred to in the preceding-
letter. 186 to 193
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October 24,

Quebec,

October 24,
< ,>uebec.

November 6,

Whitehall.

•Jantiary IT

Quebec.

April 4,

("Quebec.

April 14,
< Quebec.

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 87). Transmits the application of the Lieut.-

Governor, Council and Assembly of the Island of St. John (P.E.I.) for

the appointment of James Robertson to be King's Printer, with
recommendations that the application be granted. Page 194
Memorial from the Ciovernor, &c. 196
Memorial of Alexander and James Robertson, stating their services

and losses. The memorial enters into minute details. 201
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 88). The Canadians hope for compensation

for their losses in 1775 and 1776. A statement of these was transmitted
in 1777. Recommends payment; the whole amount of these losses he
believes to be £18,000 or £20,000. 211
Sydney to Dorchester. That he has been unable to consult his

colleagues upon the mode to be adopted for trj^ing offenders for crimes
committed outside the Province; but sends the opinion of the law
officers as to the state of the law. 137
The opinion follows. 138

Miscellaneous Papers.

Finlay to Nepean. Sends calculations showing the difference of
opinion on the advantages of manufacturing wheat into flour. Has been
promised remarks on the benefit of exporting wheat instead of flour. 213
The document enclosed is endorsed, " Calculation of the profit arising

to the Province by employing 2,500 tons of shipping " in exporting flour

in place of wheat, with observations on that calculation showing that

instead of a profit of £3,844 the gain to the Pi-ovince would be £10,498.
The arguments are given on both sides. 214

Finlay to Nepean. Sends the remarks on the benefit of exporting wheat
promised in his letter of 17th January. There is unanimity in the

Legislative Council, and the harmony gives satisfaction. Many applica-

tions from people in the United States for lands in the Province ; the
advantages of getting a class of settlers who were sincerely attached to

the British Government during the war, and of those who have repented
of their hostility, the latter of whom would at the risk of their lives and
fortunes defend the Province ; those who had always retained a
warm heart to the King and Mother Country, would make the best

settlers. The offspring of these people would in time be the strength
of Canada. If received, about 20,000 or 30,000 souls would be added to

the Province. He firmly believes that a majority of the four Eastern
States sincei-ely desire to return to their allegiance. Proposal from
Colonel Fitch, of Connecticut, to settle 40 townships. Has lately

heard of 700 families of Quakers who wish to remove fj-om New Jersey
and Pennsylvania to Canada. 227
Document enclosed, entitled :

" Observations on the second calculation,

which states the profit arising to the Province by exporting 300,000
bushels of wheat manufactured into flour in preference to exporting the

grain to be only £8,593 15s. Od." The statement supported by figures

shows according to this calculation a net gain of £28,838 Is. 3d., or " so

nearly so as not to merit a dissection." 230
A paper marked A, shewing the list of mills, of bakers, the quantity

of wheat, <fcc., with an elaborate statement of the markets, &c., in sup-

port of thet-alculations on page 230, and a comparison (p. 237) of the
price charged for grinding in Quebec, England and New York. 231

Ordinance further to regulate the inland commerce of this Province.
English 261 ; French, 260. 261 to 270
For the easy recovery of Crown debts incurred on commercial trans-

portation on the interior lakes. English 271 ; French 275. 271 to 279
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April 16,

(Quebec.

April 17,

<2uebec.

April 30,

<>!uebec.

April 30,

<^uebec.

June 5.

(Quebec.

June 10,

London.

July 18,

London.

July 30,

(Quebec.

Extract of a letter from Quebec complaining of the conduct of Chief
Justice Smith ; accusing him of attempting to bring odium on the courti*

of Common Pleas ; the numerous appeals from his decisions ; his growing
unpopularity. Page 253

Finlay to Nepean. Asks his interest that he (Finlay) may obtain a
grant of the seigniory and forges at St. Maurice, so that he may be able
to provide for his family, 256
Account of the salaries and allowances to the Governor and civil

officers of the Province, from 1st May, 1787, to date. The names, offices,

salaries, &c., are given in full. 240
Ordinance for pi-omoting inland navigation. English 280 ; French

289. 280 to 297
on the retail of wine,

French 301. 298 to 303
St. Lawrence and for

English 304 ; French
304 to 317

For the better security of the revenue arising

brandy, rum or spirituous liquors. English 298

;

For regulating the pilotage on the Eiver
preventing abuses in the Port of Quebec.
311.

For regulating the fisheries in the River St. Lawrence, in the Bays of
Quints and Chaleurs, on the Island of Bonaventure and the opposite
shore of Perc^. English 317 ; French 322. 317 to 327
For altering certain ordinances respecting small causes. English 327

;

French 329. 327 to 331
To prevent persons practising physic and surgery without licence.

Eiiglish 332 ; French 334.
'

332 to 336
To alter the present method of drawing sleds and carioles. English

337 ; French 342. 337 to 347
Sir John Johnson to Nepean. The death of Claus ; the soitow of the

Indians; they have called the son by his father's Indian name as a mark
of regard. The Johnson family not affluent; prays for an allowance
for one of its branches. Lord Dorchester has recommended Mrs. Claus
for a pension of £200. Hopes it will not interfere with the intentions
towards the son. « 245
James Ilutton to the same. Recommends the case of Mounier, whose

property at the Bay of Chaleurs was destroyed by the Americans. 247
Memorial by Mounier, containing statement of his case. 248
Henry Hamilton to Sydney. That the Treasurj' had decided that he

was entitled to lods et vetites at Detroit, but refuse to make him an advance
of salary or payment of these dues, so that he must dismiss his servants
and sell all he had purchased in preparation for going to Bermuda.
Prays that Pitt order him to be paid £500 by the Treasury, Lt. Colonel
de Peyster being amply provided with the means of making payment of
that sum. 259

Finlay to Nepean. Further respecting his application for a grant of
the seigniory and forges of St. Maurice. Dorchester has reported
favourably on his petition. The unfavourable nature of the tenure of
lands granted by the French King to a commercial people. Canada
was settled before New England ; it has now, with the late

additional loyalists, 130,000 souls; New England has 600,000.
Were the tenure changed to that of free and common soccage
there could absolutely be got 20,000 or 30,000 people from the
Colonies who were attached to the King's government, but they will not
accept estates under the old tenure, but would cross the Alleghanies and
settle on the new land ; the advantages of having such settlers. Suggests
opening land for settlement on the Vermont border to prevent the mis-
chiet that might arise from people from that State squatting on Cana-
dian territory. Shoolbred's patent under the old form of tenure is
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October 13,

Quebec.

enclosed, which includes the reservations formerly made by the French
Ci-own. Page 348

Shoolbreed's patent of lands at Bonaventure, &c. 351
Address (in French) by the Canadians to Lord Dorchester, protesting

against an address to the House of Commons by one of the old subjects,

designating himself as a representative of the old and new subjects. His
address was with the object of obtaining a House of Assembly and the
abolition of the laws and customs of the Province. So far from being
supported by the Canadians it is contrary to their interests and opposed
to their desires. They apply for his support in their opposition to the
proposals made in their name, and pray that their petition to thatetfect

may be sent to the King. The signatures are attached, 359
The i)etition to the King in the same sense. The signatures cover 16

pages, two columns each. 365
(Petition of 1784, also sent is in Q. 39, p. 11).

Le Comte Dupr^ to Sydney (in French). Represents that he is Col-

onel of all the militia of the town and district of Quebec. His efforts

to put the militia on a good footing ; has obtained a uniform ; certain of
the militia have clothed themselves at their own expense. Asks for

flags, uniforms, &c., for a sergeant-major, drummers and lifers. Praj^'s

for a salary, &c., as an encouragement for other Canadian officers. 389
Dr. Morice, Secretary to the society for the Propagation of the Gos-

pel, to Nepean. That two clergymen, Mr. John Langhorn and Mr. John
Tunstall, have been sent to the Province of Quebec as missionaries, rely-

ing on Loi-d Doi'chester to pay them the same allowance as that made
to Mr. Stuart and Mr. Doty. His Lordship has had no instructions to do
so; the hardships suffered by the missionaries on this accouni ; it is re-

quested that insti'uctions be sent to pay the usual allowance. Langhorn
is at Ernestown, Doty is to be placed by Lord Dorchester in a suitable

place. If other missionaries are sent, can reliance be placed on receiv

ing assistance from Government ? 386
J. L. F. Tei-roux to Sydney (in French). States his case and solicits

assistance. Were Haldimand here, he would not require to apply to

His Lordship. 388

November 10,

Quebec.

November 2(5,

London.

December 5,

London,

Petitions, Minutes of Council, &c.—1789.

1788.

June 9,

Quebec.

October 27,

Quebec.

November 4,

Quebec.

Q. 39.

Dorchester to Nepean. Sends copy of instructions given to Tr3^on,

Governor of New York, i-especting grants of land to be made to the officers

and men of the late 84th, as they differ from the instructions he has

received. Wishes to be informed of their authenticity. Page 1

Copy of instructions to Tryon. 2

Doichester to Sydney (No. 89). Naval officer's return of the vessels

entered inwards and outwards at Quebec. 5

The same to the same (No. 90). That the three battalions intended

to be called out under the militia ordinance of 1787 should continue

embodied and complete, the commissioned officers to be permanent, but

the men changed at the expii-ation of two years' service. The Canadians
may thus be roused from their supineness, and the British prevented from
falling into it. The difficulty of putting the measure into practice : the

modifications that may be necessary. Recommends that Sir John
Johnson command the British militia. Presumes the militia will be

under the general military law. The difficulty of preserving discipline
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1788.

November
(Quebec.

November i

Quebec.

in the lake marine. Lands offered to the Canadians who served during
last war, the same as were granted to the loyalists; few have accepted,

being afraid it was thus intended to make them soldiers for life. What-
ever the difficulties, it is necessaiy to use every eifort for the execution
of the Militia Act in time ot peace, so as to know on what to depend in

case of wai". Page 6

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 91). Enclosing address to His Majesty
fi'om a number of Canadian gentlemen, also address on presenting it.

(See Q. 38, pp. 359 and 365). Bid not send copy of previous petition

from Quebec and Montreal, as they are inserted in the Minutes of
Council. 9

The petition ot 1784 forwarded, with petition of October, 1788,

enclosed. 11

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 92). Sends Minutes of Council on State

affairs and on the lands of the Cj'own. Application by Sir John Johnson
and Butler that the corps commanded by them be put on the same foot-

ing as the 84th, which was approved of; he will recommend the same
course to the Lieutenant Governors of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
Recommends the total abolition of the quit rent or its reduction to a mere
trifle ; recommends the same indulgence being extended to the loy-

alists. 51
Minutes from 24th July to 22nd October. Opinion of the Attorney and

Solicitor General respecting certain causes befoi-e the Court of Common
Pleas. A bill ordered to be prepared. Baby and Robertson declined to

be judges in the district of Hesse. Other documents referred to com-
mittees. Report on Provincial accounts, with tables, &c. 53
Minutes on waste lands of the Crown from 24th of July to the 22nd of

October. Documents relating to lands to the 84th, to Johnson's Corps,

&c,, (74 to 78). Report (No. 19) of committee on applications for

lands, namely, of William Dummcr Powell, Louis Marchand, Isaac
Winslow Clarke, George AUsopp. Report (No. 20) on the claim of the

heirs of the late Capt. Samuel McKay, William Lamotte, Capt. Caldwell,

of Butler's corps, for a marsh near Detroit for his sons William and
James; Henry Hay, of Johnson's corps; Archibald McDonnell, 84th, for

1,500 acres on the Grande Isle, opposite Kingston; James McDonnell,
for his late brother John McDonnell, K. R. R. N. Y. ; Hugh Munro, cap-

tain late Loyal Rangers ; Simon Covel, for land as a reduced officer ; Adam
Impey, late of the K. R. R. N. Y., who states the services of his father

and brothers; he had married the widow of Lieutenant Hare; the com-
mittee i-ecommended that he should get lands on the south side of the

Ottawa, above Carillon ; Rev. John Bethune, for lands lying between
Charlottonburg and Cornwall. The land applied for is reported to bean
Indian reserve. Marie Marguerite de Boucherville, widow'ofLa Corne St.

Luc, for lands on the Chateauguay ; Frederick Rastoul, mason, Louis Mar-
cheterre, shingler, Francois Jaquet, potter, and J. B. FeT6, millwright,

jointly apply for lands atToronto. Joseph Anderson,for lands inthedistrict

ofMecklenburg;Rev. John Stuart, for lands between the western boundary
of Kingston and the eastern line of Ernesttown ; James Hughes (town
major), for 4,000 acres on the Grand River, between the seigniory of Vau-
dreuiland that of de Longueuil; George Smith, naval officer at St. Johns,
had made a previous application, already reported on ; the committee
reports that Capt. Herkimer has had his full share ; Abraham Wing, for

land near Edwardsburg. The following applications were made for

lands at Toronto: Antoine Landi-iaux, Joseph Pagd, Elizabeth Lord,

Joseph, her brother, Jacob Weimar, Richard Beasl.y and Peter Smith.

Richard Going, for lands at the south side of Lake St. Francis ; Abigail
Campbell, widow of a loyalist from Connecticut, for lands in any one of
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Quebec.
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Quebec.

the townships. Widow Orillat, for lands at Toronto ; Michael Cook, for

lands at Edwardsburg; Pierre Dodegan, foi- lands in Osnabruck ; Major
James Crray, for Indian lands next his previous grant ; Abraham Pas-

torius, for lands adjoining the priest's seignioiy at St. Sulpice; Hon.
Joseph de Longueuil, for 1,000 acres to join his seigniory on the Ottawa,
instead of a like quantity at the little Lake St. Fi-ancis ; Jjt.-Colonel John
Campbell, for himself, and Major Colin Campbell, for lands on the Ottawa,

next to that surveyed for the 84th ; Lieut. Angus McDonnell, for lands

between Charlottenburg and Cornwall; Francis Verneuil and Guillaume

de Lorimier, for lands at la vieille Galette du cote d'en haut. The Com-
mittee does not believe the lands are within the Pi-ovince. Sir John
Johnson, for the heirs of Guy, for lands on the south side of the Ottawa;
Sir John, for himself, prays for certain islands in the St. Lawrence. The
same, for the heirs of Major Eobert Leake, for lands on the south side of

the Ottawa; Lieut. William Claus, for himt^elf and his mother, tor lands

at Carillon ; widow of Lieut. Duncan Murray, for land in the northern

district of Niagara ; James Farquharson, for lands with the 84th
; Capt.

Lewis Genevay, of Butler's Eangers, foi- lands at the Gi-and Calumet, on

the south side of the Ottawa ; Lieut. Donald McKinnon, for land adjoin-

ing his seigniory at Matane. Hazleton Spencer, on behalf of himself

and the other heirs of his father; Alex. Chisholm, of the Bay of Quinte,

to be restored lands on which he had settled ; George Campbell, Sergeant

in Butler's Eangers, for lands near Edwardsburg ; James MoUoy, for

himself and step-children, the children of John Amory, of New York,
whose widow he had married ; Oliver, son of Ma'achy Church, for lands

;

no locality mentioned. The recommendations of the Committee in each

case are given in full. Page 74
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 93). The treaty at Fort Stanwix broken

up ; the Governor, &c., of New York had returned without accomplishing

their object; they took a deed for the Onondago land, signed by two
chiefs only. It is reported that the Chief of the Cayugas, who died at

Canadasago, was poisoned by the Americans. Eeport from Detroit that

a party of 50 mounted Kentuckians had killed a party of 10 or 12 Indians

employed hunting for Post Vincennes, and under its protection, and that

the remonsti-ance sent by the United States commandant against the

outrage was treated with contempt by the Kentuckians. This and other

reports correspond as to the intention of Kentucky to separate from
Virginia. lOT

The same to the same (No. 94). Divisions of the Province of Quebec

;

the mixture of inhabitants in Quebec and Montreal, caused by commerce,
in which the proportion is one British to two Canadians. Some of the

former are also settled at Three Rivers, Terrebonne, William Ilenrj^, St.

John's and the entrance of Lake Champlain, and a small number dis-

persed among the Canadians in the country parishes. The fur trade has

collected home hundreds at Detroit, as the fisheries have at the Bay of

Chaleurs, &c. The proportions of British and Canadians in the districts

of Quebec and Montreal, exclusive of the towns, is about one to forty;

including these, one to fifteen ; in the district of Hesse two to three ; in the

whole Province about one to five. The movement for an Assembly is

from the commercial part of the community; the Canadian habitants,

having little oi- no education, would be led by others. The clergy have
not interfered; the gentlemen are opposed to it, for reasons stated. No
doubt the fear of taxation has its influence. The difficulties of holding

an Assembly from the extent of the line settled—about 1,100 miles. A
division of the Province at present is not advisable, either for the interest

of the now or the old subjects. The western settlements are as yet

unprepared for any organisation higher than that of a county, which
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has lately been given them. Hesse, however, whose commercial and
complicated affairs call for a particular provision, now before the Council,

is an exception. No time should be lost, he believes, in selecting a per-

son of fidelity and ability to be named Lieutenant Governor of the

four western districts—Luneburg , Mecklenburg, Nassau and Hesse.
Should a division be determined on, there is no reason why the western
districts should not have an assembly, and so much of the English system
of laws as might suit their local situation. But in that case particular

care should be taken to secure the property and civil rights of the Cana-
dian settlers at Detroit. Sends note of the proper limits for the new
government in case of a separation. Page 109
Proposed line of division. 114
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 95). Sends the opinion of the Chief

Justice i-elative to the introduction of trial by jury. The paper referred

to by the Chief Justice has already \>een transmitted. Sends also cop}'

of the patent creating the new division of the Province into seven
districts ; a sketch showing the proposed division into two Pjovinces

(p. 114) ; a return of the militia. Copies of petitions and of letters on
the same subject, namel}', the procuring signatures by de Bonne, in a
clandestine manner, to a petition against a House of Assembly. 115

Letter from Chief Justice Smith on the establishment of trial by
jury. 117

Oixlinances dividing the Province into seven districts. English 122
;

French 125. 122 to 127
Ordinances establishing Courts of Judicature in the new districts.

English 128; French 131. 128 to 133
List of Justices of the Peace published on 24th July. District of

Quebec, 134; of Monti-eal, 135: Luneburg, 130; Mecklenburg, 137;
Nassau, 138 ; Hesse, 139 ; Gaspd, 139. The names of the sheriffs,

clerks of the courts and coroners are given for the new districts, at the
end of the respective lists.

Sketch of the division, as proposed (p. 114). The names of the
places, towns, &c., are given only from Isle Jesus, the western end of
the Island of Montreal being shown ; the new settlements are given on
the St. Lawrence, but the sketch shows no settlements on the
OttaAva. I40a
Return of Canadian and British militia. 141
Addresses and other documents respecting de Bonne's peti-

tion. 142 to 159
Dorchester to Nepean. Sends report and journal of the Council on

Cuthbert's claim, with schedule of papers connected with it ; these
shall be sent when transcribed. 160

Schedule. 161

Order of refei-ence on Cuthbert's claims. 163
Report of the Council on the same. 164
Joui-nal of Committee on the same, containing the proceedings,

evidence, &c. 167
Cuthbert's memorial. 203
Extracts from journal kept by James Thompson, overseer of "Works,

in 1782. The instructions by Twiss, to investigate on the spot, the
claim made by Cuthbert, are first entered (205). The journal begins
at page 206, and is very minute in its details. 205 to 224
Two letters from the Roj'al Engineers, giving an account of timber

received. 225-226
Examination of James Glenny, timber merchant, respecting Cuthbert's

claim. 227
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Copy of contracts for delivery of wood at Quebec, marked
E, F, G, H, I. Page 236 to 244
Testimony of Donald Morrison. 245
Observations of the Attorney General. 253

Copy of an edict and of an arret of 6th July, 1711, accompanying the

Attorney-General's observations. 266

Copy of Cuthbert's account against Government for timber cut and for

damages. 270
Motz to Nepean. A copy of Sydney's private letter to Dorchester

was sent by the " Maxwell." Dorchester hopes hjs answer will be

received in good time. 212

1788.

.July 29,

Quebec.

October 28,

(Juebec.

November 4,

Quebec.

November 10,

Quebec.

December 8,

Quebec.

December 8,

(Quebec.

Letters from Lord Dorchester, &c., with Various Petitions—1789

Q. 40.

Motz to Nepean. Introducing Levi Allen, mentioned in his letter of

yesterday. (The letter referred to is dated 27th July, and is in Q. 36-2,

p. 464). Page 209
Dorchester to the same. Had delayed answering till he had received

report of survey on Indian goods. Sir John Johnson reports that

there is a sufficiency of goods in store to last till 1790. A large supply

had been sent to purchase lands from the Indians, which were ob-

tained for less than expected, thus leaving a large surplus. 4
Eeport of survey. 6

Dorchester to Nepean (private). That he cannot detain the packet
beyond the 8th instant, a short time to answer Sydney's questions of the

3rd September. Copy of Sydney's private letter of the 20th September,
enclosed. The Committee on Cuthbert's claim can proceed no further.

Cuthbert goes to England to prosecute it. The report and journal of

the committee's proceedings he hopes to have ready for next con-

veyance. 2

The same to the same. That hemp may be cultivated in the Province
with a good prospect of success. Asks that 200 bushels of seed may be

sent out for distribution. 1

The same to Sydney (No. 96). Sends memorial from persons con-

nected with the flour and biscuit trade. There is no reason to fear dis-

tress from the scantiness of the last harvest yet he agrees with the

memorialists that no considerable quantity of wheat, flour or biscuit can

be spared from the consumption of the Province. 13

The memorial follows. 14
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 97). Transmits memorial, &c. 17

The memorial, dated 5th December, is in support of a memorial for a

House of Assembly, and in opposition to memorial of the 13th October,

praying that this be not granted. The character and pretensions of

many signing the latter are described, and the fact that many are not

seigniors, as they allege in the petition, is shown by a list added. 17

List of old subjects, seigniors, tfec, in the Province ot Quebec. 25
List and state of seigniories in the possession of new subjects, who did

not sign the petition of 13th October, 29

List of seigniors signing the petition of 13th October. 34
Address to the citizens and inhabitants of the towns and country

places of the Province of Quebec (in French), signed by McGill and

others. . 38
Petition (in French) from the new subjects as an answer to allegations

contained in the memorial of 5th December and accompanying docu-

ments. 59 to 78
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January 10,

Quebec.

January 10,

Quebec.

January 26,

Whitehall.

Motz to Nepean. Encloses a power and instructions to Adam Lym-
burner, said to be on behalf of the Canadian inhabitants of Quebec. The
loyalists in the new settlements have been applied to from hence to join

in the measures for obtaining a House of Assembly; some have de-

clined ; others have not been heard from. Page 7^

Power of attorney to Lymburner to act for the Canadian Committee
80 as to have their petition of November, 178 i, considered by the King
and Parliament. 80

Instructions by the Committee to Lymburner. 85
Dorchester to Sydney. Transmits memorial from John Fraser, Judge

of the Common Pleas, for relief under his distressed circumstances. Ex-
plains the cause of his distress and i-ecommends his application. 109

Eraser's memorial, stating his services, imprisonment, the loss of his

position, &c., and the debt he had incurred fj-om these causes 110

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 98). Sends copies of a memorial and
signatures presented on behalf of the Canadian inhabitants of Quebec,
who signed the memorial of 13th October last. A copy of memorial of
the same purport from Montreal was forwarded to him, but is not trans-

mitted, as he has not the original. No proof has been given of the
truth of the assertion that the loyalists joined in the application for a
House of Assembly, although the promoters of the petition of 5th
December had been called on to produce it. 113

Memorial (in French) referred to, showing the number, value of
revenues, &c., of those in favour of and those opposed to a House of
Assembly. 115

Signatures begin at 126

Motz to Nepean. The original petition from Montreal was not in

the hands of Dorchester as it and a duplicate were sent in a box, the
postage of which would have been £28 168., and he would not receive
it, as this would be to open a door for the like expensive corres-

Encloses memorial

131

from the Cana-
132
133
142
188

relating to the
190 to 206

6a-

pondence.

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 99).

dians of Montreal.
Memorial (in French) from Montreal.
Signatures begin at

Notarial certificate.

Other documents, addresses, corj-espondence, &c.

House of Assembly

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 100). Has heard that a road for carriages
has been cleared from Cayuga Lake to Ureat Sodus Bay, about ten miles
long. The bay affords a good harbour for vessels of fifty or sixt}' tons.

It is reported from Detroit that Joseph Brant, with about 1,100 Indians,

had gone to meet the United States Commissioners at Muskingum;
there is procrastination on the part of the Indians, but the Americans
are determined to admit of no delay. The Indians are becoming alarmed
at American encroachments ; they have fired on a strong surveying
party and taken some prisoners. The council, which was to have been
held at Muskingum, is, in consequence, to be held under the protection
of a fort. It is doubtful if Brant will trust himself there. 207
Sydney to Dorchester. Requests him to obtain for Jacques Bunet,

or Bunel, and Marie Joseph Poirier, his wife, payment of the balance of
price of houses sold by them in Montreal. 7
Note from the Marquis de la Luzerne to the Marquis of Carmarthen,

asking that steps be taken to obtain the balance due to Bunet. 9
Letter to de la Luzerne from the Intendant of Poitiei-s, France, on

behalf of Bunet. 10

-15
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1789.

February 14,

•Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

April 3,

mitehall.

Dorchester to Sydney (Xo. 101). The deficient harvest. In conse-

quence of the the high price of flour and bread, free importation of flour

&c., by Lake Champlain, has been allowed till the 1st of August. Page 210

The same to the same (No. 102). Sends naval officer's returns of ves-

vels inwards and outwards at Quebec, between 5th October, 1788, and
5th January following. * 211

The same to the same, (separate). Count Moustier, the French Min-

ister at New York, has applied for leave to' visit Niagara with his

sistei'-in-law, returning by Montreal and Lake Champlain. Shall express

regret that the honour of receiving him and his sister-in law must be

declined. 212

Motz to Nepean. Has transmitted copy of memorial, with names of

persons desirous of having their names added to the memorial of 24th

December. 213
Memorial follows. 214
Additional list of names. 216

Sydney to Dorchester. Encloses letter dismissing Monk from the

Attorney G-eneralship. The commission appointing Gray to the office

is sent to him (Dorchester), so that it may be cancelled if anything
shows him to be an improper person for the situation. 106

The dismissal of Monk of same date. 108

Minutes of Council—1789.

1789.

March 14
Quebec.

Q. 41-1 Q. 41-2.

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 103). vSends Minutes of Council on State

Affairs and on the waste lands of the Crown. Page 1

Minutes of Council on State business from 23rd October, 1788, to 17th

Pebruary, 1789. Eeport on certain causes instituted in the Court of
Montreal, wherein the suitors are resident in the district of Hesse. 2

Schedule of cases, with names of suitors, &c. 6

Opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor General on the legality of such
cases being tried in Montreal. 8

Miscellaneous, and application of Mr. Gray, attorney-at-law, for pay-
ment of his services, with report and other documents. 10 to 58
Report on the claims of James Cuthbert and Juchereau Duchesnay

for timber cut down on their estates, referred to a committee. 58
Schedule of papers respecting these claims. 59-60
Memorials from the ecclesiastics of St. Sulpice, stating their claims to

the right of appointing to the clerkship of Montreal ; and on the subject

of their title to lands at or near Lake of Two Mountains, in answer
to i-epresentations made by Indians at that settlement. Eeferred to the
whole Board. 60
Message by the Governor General respecting the navigation of the

lakes, with instructions to the superintendents of inland navigation, with
forms. 61 to 70

List of vessels entered and cleared at Kingston, from 23rd June to

23rd September, 1788. 71

The same at Fort Erie, 25th June and 24th September, 1788. 72-73
The same at Detroit, 5th August to 7th November, 1788. 74
Letter from the Superintendent of inland navigation at Detroit with

the preceding return. 75
Recommendation by the Governor-General to take the whole subject

into consideration. 76
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1789.

March 14,

Quebec.

March 14,

Quebec.

April 11,

Quebec.

April 11,

Quebec.

The report of the Committee on the cases from Hesse (pp. 2, &c.) and
journal of proceedings of the Committee, including memorials,
correspondence, evidence, &c. Page Y8 to 133
Committee on Eoads in the circle of St. John's and district of

Nassau. Memorials and other documents. 133 to 140
Eespectiug the salary of the Judge of Vice-Admiralty during the

vacancy caused by the resignation of Livius. 140 to 156
Eespecting rights of office relative to the engrossments of the land

patents. 156
Eespecting the Court of the Circle of St. John's. 15*7 to 162
Eespecting a market at St, John's. 162
Eeport of special committee on inland navigation. 163 to 173
Eespecting the Cariole Ordinance. » 173
List of the justices who have qualified in the districts of Quebec and

Montreal. 173 to 175
Eespecting the administration of justice in the district of Hesse

;

reporting a Bill with amendments. 177 to 188
Second report on inland navigation, correspondence, &c. 188 to 207
Provincial contingent accounts for six months to 10th April, 1788.

Eeport with documents attached. 207 to 223
On the claims of Dominique Ducharme. 224 to 228
Minutes of Council concerning waste lands of the Crown, from 23rd

October to 31st December, 1788. J^ist of members of the land boards
for Mecklenbui-g, Luneburg, Montreal and Nassau, with the duties of
the boards detailed. 230

Surveys ordered to be made for applicants, whose names, &c., are
given. 232

Lists of applicants (divided into classes) for lands; also, report from the
Committee on the claims of some of the petitioners. 237 to 247

Orders for grants of land. 247 to 250
Minutes of Council concerning waste lands of the Crown, from Ist

Januar}^ to 17th February, 1789. Eeport of the Select Committee for

revising the land regulations. 252 to 263
Eeport of the Committee of the whole Council. 264 to 278
Dorchester to Sydney (No. 104). The report of the Committee on the

administration of justice in Hesse will show the reason for appointing
a professional man at £500 to the office of first Judge ; Mr. Powell has
been named. 279
The same to the same (No. 105). In addition to opening trade by

Lake Champlain for the importation of provisions, applications have been
made for an Act to permit the importation of flour, wheat, &c., by
sea. 281
The same to the same (No. 106). That owing to the scarcity of pro-

visions, the privilege of free importation has been extended to any port
to the westward of St. John's. 282
The same to the same (No. 107.) Friendly conduct of the Spanish

Government at New Orleans towards Kentucky. Facilities given for
trade ; a lieutenancy erected on the Mississippi, into which Americans are
invited to come. The measure advised by M. d'Arges, a knight of St.

Louis. Another Spanish settlement on the west of the Mississippi,
opposite the mouth of the Ohio, under the agency of one Morgan, formerly
of Philadelphia. A strong inclination shown in Kentucky to separate
from Congress and join Spain. It is, however, reported that the secret
intention is to declare independence of the federal union, take possession
of New Orleans and look to Great Britain for assistance. Encloses
political reflections on the state ofaffairs in the western country. A new

6a—15^
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1789.

April 11.

Quebec.

April! 1,

Quebec.

April 13,

Quebec.

June 6,

Quebec.

American settlement at the mouth of the Great Miami, conducted by a

Mr. Symms. Page 283
Enplosed. Desultory reflections by a gentleman of Kentucky. The

great importance of the Mississippi, as the natural channel for western
trade. The inevitable separation between the Atlantic and Western
States. The necessity to the latter of foreign protection and the right

of navigating the Mississippi; the alternative of an appeal to Spain or

Britain. Nothing to be feared from Congress; the seditious temper of

the Atlantic States involves a degree of imbecility and a capricious

policy which only a high-toned monarchy can remedy. The delay to

bring this about. In the mean time, Great Britain should be forming
confidential connections with men of enterprise, capacity and popular
influence resident in the Western States. 286

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 108). The failure of negotiations between the

Indians and Americans, owing to the refusal of Sinclair (St. Clair) to go to

the Muskingum, the place appointed for the meeting, and of the Indians to

go to Fort Harmar. The Indians have, however, ofl:ered to fix a bound-
ary (given in detail), which the Americans have rejected and have
insisted on all the country ceded by the treaty of peace ; the Indians

declare they will never consent to such pretensions. The Senecas,

Hurons and Delawares have, however, pretended to treat on behalf of

the Western Indians. Some of them are since come to Detroit, and
report that they were misled by the Hurons, and had consented to the
establishment of posts, one at the River Raisin 12 leagues distant

from Detroit. The officers of the Indian Department have received a

message from Kentucky that the prisoners held there would be re-

turned. 288
Motz to Nepean. The alarming state of General Hope's health. 291

Doi-chester to Sydney (separate). Death of Hope. 292

The same to the same (No. 109). Owing to the scarcity of bread
corn in the Province, and the necessity for speedy supplies, the impor-
tation of flour, &c , by sea in British bottoms, has been allowed, till the

close of this year's navigation. Has intimated the same to the public,

to the Lieutenant-Governors, &c. Sends report of the Committee of the
whole Council on the subject. 293
Report follows. 295

Q. 41— 1 ends here.

1789.

June 7,

Quebec.

Q 41.-2.

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 110). Sends copies of the Journals of the

Legislative Council and of the Acts passed during the session. Remarks
on the steps he has taken to ensure deliberation. 300

Journals from 16th March to 30th April. Speech from His Excel-

lency ; address in reply. 302 to 306
The proceedings of the Council, with the divisions on the different

resolutions, &c.
'

306 to 526
List and copies of ordinances. 528 to 576
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Miscellaneous Correspondence—1789.

Q. 42.
1789.

June 7, Dorchester to Sydnej'- (No. 111). Sends miiuites of Council on State
iue ec.

business and concerning the Waste Lands of the Crown. Page 1

Minutes of Council, concerning the waste lands of the Crown, from
18th February to 11th April, 1789.

Appointment of a land board at Gasp^. 2

Application by McKenzie and others for exclusive right to fish in

Esquimaux Bay, with reports, memorials, &c. 3 to 11
Appointment of a land board for Hess^. 11

June 7, Dorchester to Sydney (No. 112, secret). Encloses description and
Quebec.

political observations on the "Western country, presented to the French
Minister and forwarded to his court. The object is to induce France to

take possession of New Orleans. Alarm in the Atlantic States at these
plans

;
proposals to put Great Britain in room of France ; offers ma4e to

him (Dorchester) of service to bring this about. The design is to effect

a separation between the Western and the Atlantic States; he (Dorches-
ter) to supply arms and ammunition ; that intercourse with the lakes
should be free and open, and that a peace with the Indians would facili-

tate the business. To remove objections, because of being at peace with
Spain, he was informed that that power whilst at peace with Britain had
furnished money for the American revolt, and that no recognition was
wanted till the projectors were in possession of New Orleans. Has
declined to assist or to give his opinion of the merits of the scheme.
The paper enclosed is not perfect, the beginning having been left out in

copying as too long and containing nothing of any moment. 13
Enclosed. Paper on the Western country (in French). The country

between the Appalachian Mountains is of greater extent than all the
rest of the United States. The advantages of Kentucky, its rapid settle-

ment and position on the main line ofcommunication. The alarms caused
by the Indians may stop its rapid growth for a time, but will not prevent
its adding 10,000 or 12,000 emigrants every Summer. The document
points out the division made by Virginia, and the territories set aside

;

the proposals to Spain and the ruinous project ofabandoning for 25 years
the pretensions to the navigation of the Mississippi, rejected by Virgi nia
and Maryland. The necessity for a free trade to produce the best effects,

and these will be produced by the daily increasing strength of the
colonists. The document which covers fourteen closely written
pages dwells at length on the favourable position of the country,
its great iertility, its enormous increase in population, &c., «fec.,

and urges that France should obtain from Spain the retrocession
of all the territories she formerly held in Louisiana and else-

where, holding out to the Americans the offer of the free navi-
gation of the Mississippi as security for peace, and even should
there be a rupture, the distance and physical obstacles which separate
the Western from the Atlantic States would prevent any united action,

&c., &c.
. 16

June 7, Dorchester to Sydney (No. 113). Death of Lieut. Governor Hope.
Quebec. Need of a person of rank and discretion to fill the office ; the increasing

importance of the Western settlements makes it desirable that Montreal
should be the place of his residence. 30

June 7, The same to the same (No, 114). Has applied to the Master General
Quebec. of Ordnance for two additional engineers. A report shall be sent of the

repairs and alterations necessary to the fortifications. 31
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1789.
Jvme 7,

Quebec.

June 7,

Quebec.

June 12,

Quebec.

June 25,

Quebec.

June 25,

Quebec.

July 3,

Quebec.

July 15,

Quebec.

.July 20,

Whitehall.

July 20,

Quebec.

July 30,

Quebec.

July 30.

Quebec.

August 22,

Quebec.

August 22,

Quebec.

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 115). Plun submitted by the Bishop for

organizing a representation of the Catholic clergy, but given up when
not approved of. Page 32

Draught (in French) of a letter from the Bishop of Quebec to the

clergy of his diocese for the formation of a plan of spiritual government
in the diocese. 33

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 116). The letter of dismission has been

transmitted to Monk and lettei-s patent appointing Mr. Gmy in his room
are in course of preparation. Monk and the raerchnnts believing that

he has been dismissed for pleading their case, a statement is made that

he had obtained leave to do so. 48
Memorial of the merchants, &c., in favour of Monk. 50

(No. 117 marked as missing).

Dorchester to Sydney (No. 118). Sends copy of report on the

apprehended scarcity of wheat and flour. 55

The same to the same (No. 119). Sends addresses of congratulation

on His Majesty's recovery. 57

The same to the same (No. 120). Sends the terms of treatj^ made at

Fort Harmar between some of the Indian chiefs and the Americans.
Those who refused to attend are determined to prevent all American
settlements north-west of the Ohio; they have dispatched war pipes

and a deputation to Detroit to announce war and demand ammunition.
By McKee's address the war pipe was not presented to the Governor of

Detroit. 58
The same to the same (No. 121). Sends address from Montreal on

the King's recovery, in addition to those sent from Quebec. 61

The same to the same (No. 122). Movements of the Indians; 500

have arrived at the Glaize, with a view of forming a village. Eeported
preparations by the Americans to take possession of the Ouiatonon.

Should the Indians not be able to retain their country, they will probably
remove to the Spanish side of the Mississippi. 62

Grenville to Dorchester. Leave of absence granted to Badillard,

surgeon of the garrison of Quebec, has been extended. 56

Dorchester to Sydney (private). Introducing Colonel Hunter, of the

60th; he can give information respecting the country about Niagara.

His good sense during his command makes his speedy return desir-

able. 64
The same to the same (No. 123). Sends returns of vessels entered

and cleared at Quebec. 65
The same to the same (No. 124). Eesignation of Southouse, of the

Court of Common Pleas; his advanced age and his conscientiousness

recommend him. . 66

Correspondence (three letters) follows. 6*7, 68, 69

Dorchester to Sydney (separate). For leave of absence. TO

The same to the same (No. 125). With report on the question,

whether persons residing within the extent of the authority of the

Crown, but outside the limits of the province, should not be required

to comply with the law by taking out licences for the sale of spirituous

liquor, &c. This raises the larger question of the extension of the laws

to the King's posts and to the settlements. 71
The documents are :

—

1. The memorial of the Secretary of the Province, 72
2. Note from Wm. Smith, Chairman of the Committee of Council. 74
3. Journal of the Committee of Council charged to report on the ques-

tions raised by memorial of Mr. Secretary Pownall relative to the issue

of licences for the retail of spirituous liquors in the district of Hesse. 75
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1789.
August 27, Dorchester to Sydney (No, 126). Owing to its growing importance,
(qjuebec.

encloses a plan of the colony of Kentucky, with some observations on
the state of that colony, which seems at present to be the most consider-
able part of the Western settlements. Page 82

Filson's map of Kentucky. (A/ac simile of this map is given in Mr.
Reuben T. Durrett's "John Filson, the tirst historian of Kentucky," pub-
lished in Louisville, Ky., in 1884.) , 82a

Observations upon the colony of Kentucky, giving brief account of
the towns, soil, population (62,000 in 1788), militia; the names of the
leading members of convention, namely. Colonel George Muter, Chief
Justice, with a salary from Virginia, Major-General Scott, Brigadier Gen-
eral Wilkinson, Colonel Levi Todd, Colonel Robert Todd, Colonel Robert
Johnson, Colonel Robert Patterson, Colonel Marshall, Secretary of the
land office, and Colonel John Campbell. Distribution of the Congress-
ional established troops. The interest that binds people of property on
the western frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania to the fate of Ken-
tucky, but their names cannot at present be given. Account of the
trade. Lacassang & Co. at Louisville, and Tendezvous, at Danville, are
mercantile houses of note in the interest of France. . The latter carried

on a trade from Boi'deaux to the States during the war and are supposed
once to have been prisoners at Halifax. 83

September 30, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 1). Dispatches received. The delay in
(qiuebec. discovei'ing the extreme scarcity owing to the deceptive appearance of

the Crop. What powers are wanted to deal with the question and the
security to be taken against abuse. 156

September 30, The same to the same (No. 2). Transmits copy of letter froni* Mr.
(Quebec. John Jay, Secretary for Foreign Affairs to the United States. Sends also

copies of his answer and of the orders issued upon the subject. 158
John Jay to Dorchester (4th September) for leave to take geographical

observations on Lake Ontario, to settle the boun'laries between the
United States and the States of New York and Massachusetts. 159
Henry Motz to John Jay (24th September). That the Governor

General has issued the necessary orders in compliance with the request
in letter of the 4th inst. 162
Copy of the order signed by F. Le Maistre, addressed to Lieut.-Col.

Harris, GOth, commanding at Niagara. 164
Copy of instructions to the same. 166

September 30, Dorchester to Grenville (separate). Repeating his request for leave of
Quebec. absence. 167
October 9, Grenville to Dorchester. The address from Montreal on the King's
Whitehall. recovery, received and presented. , 90

October 17, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 3). Reports that certificates ot
Quebec. British plantation registry and Mediterranean passes have been counter-

feited at Boston. Sends copy of counterfeit register which passed
British custom houses in the West Indies ; keeps the original in expec-
tation of the informant coming to Quebec. Is in the meantime keeping
the discovery secret. 168

Description of counterfeit certificate of British plantation registry. 169
' Copy of the same. 170

Sketch of the seals. 172
October 19, Grenville to Dorchester. Addresses from Quebec (citizens and Roman
Whitehall. Catholic clergy) on the King's recovery received and presented. 91
October 20, The Same to the same (private and secret). Sends heads of the plan
Whitehall.

f^j. altering the present constitution of Canada. Believes concessions

should be made when they can be received as a matter of favour and
not kept back till extorted. Trusts that his (Dorchester's) opinion may
coincide with his (Grenville's) ; has at least no doubt that His Lordship
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1789.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

will co-operate in carrying out the plans, and that he will delay his

visit until they are put in motion. Asks his opinion relative to the

policy and means of making Crown reserves of land, to secure to the

Crown a certain and growing revenue. Is anxious to be fully informed
on the subject. The state of France gives little to fear from that quar-

ter at present. Page 92

Grenville to Dorchester (No. 1). Sends copy of letter to Lieut. Gover-
nor Fanning respecting the office of King's Printer of the Island of St.

John. 95

The same to the same (No. 2). Draught of a Bill for the government
of the Province of Quebec is sent, on which it is desired he (Dorchester)
shall make his remarks. The object is to assimilate the constitution to

that of Great Britain, so far as circumstances will allow. Attention is due
to the prejudices and habits of the French inhabitants, and their civil

and religious rights should be continued to them. This consideration

has had great weight in the adoption of the plan of dividing the
Province; His Lordship's objections to this have been noted; reasons

for not giving them effect. Respecting the boundaries of the two
Provinces, for which blanks have been left in the draught Act. The
fishing settlement at Gasp^ might be annexed to the government of New
Brunswick, rather than be left as part of Lower Canada. How the

Legislature is to be composed. Members of the Legislative Council to

be honoured with a provincial baronetage, and the influx of wealth
might induce His Majesty to bestow higher honours. The care that

must be exercised in the choice of persons for the Council ; the number
must be limited in the first instance. Names to be recommended for

the Executive Council, some of whom should be in the Legislative

Council. Eespecting the number and mode of electing members for the

Assemblies, Encloses Lymburner's plan, also that proposed by the Board
of Trade in 1765. Eespecting the powers of the Legislatures to deal

with the laws, &e, 96
Plan for a House of Assembly, drawn up by the Committee of Quebec

and Montreal in November, 1784, transmitted by Lymburner, 105
Extract from a report from the Lords of Trade, dated 10th July, 17t)9,

relative to the state of the Province of Quebec. 131
Grenville to Dorchester (secret. No, 3), The King approves of his

conduct with regard to the proposed visit of the Count Moustier, 135
The same to the same (No. 4). The appointment of Mr, Powell as

first Justice of the district of Hesse sanctioned. In future no offices

involving an increase to the expense of the civil establishment of the
Province are to be created without authority having been previously
obtained, 13(i

The same to the same (No. 5). Dispatches, with journals of the
Legislative Council received, together with the Acts and Ordinances,
which have been transferred to the Lords of Trade for consideration. 137
The same to the same (No. 6), The scheme submitted by the Cana-

dian Bishop for organising the Catholic clergy of Quebec has been
received, and His Majesty approves of the withholding of his sanction to

the measure. Desires information as to the supply of priests required
;

presumes that it must be drawn from Europe; the establishment of a

seminary in Quebec would be inadequate for this purpose. Petition
respecting the Jesuit estates has been sent for consideration to the Lords
of Trade.^ 138
The same to the same (No, 7). Memorial from merchants of Quebec

respecting the removal ofMonk, Attorney General, has been received. 140
The same to the same (No. 8). Dispatches, one asking for two addi-

tional engineeis, the other transmitting a list of the losses in 1775, have
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October 20,

WhitehaU.

October 20,

Whitehall.

been received and sent to the proper offices. No works to be entered

upon, without previous authority, except such as do not admit of

delay. Page 141
Grenville to Dorchester (No. 9). Dispatches i-elating to the scarcity

of provisions in the Province received. Acts have been passed to relax

the rules against such importations. The success of his (Dorchester's)

measures for obtaining a supply, &c. 142

The same to the same (No. 10). Dispatches received relating to the
Indians ; no change of system proposed ; the conduct of Dease approved
of. Requisitions for arras, &c., to carry on hostilities against the Ameri-
cans, should be prevented. Reported abuses in the Indian Department;
Dease is stated to have disposed of large quantities of goods intended
for the Indians, to private traders at Michilimakinak. Asks for copies

of reports on the investigation he understands was made. The reports

of abuses are not confined to Dease, but applj'" also to Niagara and other
posts. A serious investigation should be made into the whole matter.

Estimates should be sent of the quantities of goods required for the
Indian service. Colonel Butler should be called on to report as to his

transactions in Indian lands. 144
The same to the same (No. 11, private). Letter brought by Lieut.-

Col. Hunter received; he cannot be sent back now, as his services are

required in Honduras. 148
The same to the same (No. 12). Acknowledging receipt of shipping

returns. 149
The same to the same (No. 13). The resignation of Southouse re-

ceived ; his case shall be submitted to His Majesty. 150
The same to the same (No. 14). His Majesty's concern at the death

of Hope; the succession offered to Lieut. Clovemor Carleton. Should he
be disposed to continue at New Brunswick, Colonel Clarke to be Lieut.

Governor of Quebec, or vice versa. The manner in which Clarke has
governed at Jamaica recommends him. Owing to the division of the
Province and other important arrangements, it is desirable that he (Dor-
chester) should continue at Quebec till they are completed. 151
The same to the same (No. 15, secret). The importance of the infor-

mation from Kentucky. It is desirable that these settlements should
establish a Government distinct fj-om that of the Atlantic States ; means
should be taken to cultivate a connection with the former, but there can
be no direct interference. All that can be done is to have such inter-

course as would enable him to influence the conduct of leading men, as

it is particulai'ly desirable to prevent any close connection with Spain.
How he should act should this appear probable. The uncertain state

of affaii-s with the United States ; the advantage that might arise from
close connection with Kentucky. He is, however, to continue his

cautious policy. 153

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20
Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall.

October 20,

Whitehall

October 20,

Whitehall.

1788.

July 10.

London.

Minutes of Council and Miscellaneous Papers—1*789.

Q. 43—1. Q. 43—2.

(Note.—The documents in volume Q. 43—1 end at page 410 ; in Q.
43—2 they begin at page 411.)
Edward Bancroft to Thomas Townshend. Had procured draughts of

Deane's observations (sent with some abridgements), respecting a canal
from Lake Champlain, &c. Should the plan appear to deserve attention,

a survey will be necessary. The state of Deane's health will prevent
him from going to Lake Ghamplain this summer, as he intended. 681
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1788.

November 8,

Quebec.

December 8.

1789.

February 9,

Quebec.

March

May 20,

London.

June 25.

June 29,

London.

June 1 to
July 14,

Quebec.

Enclosed. No. 1. Observations respecting a navigable canal from
Lake Champlain submitted to Lord Dorchester by S. Deane. Page 683

No. 2. Additional observations respecting a navigable canal from
Lake Champlain, submitted to Lord Sydney by S. Deane. 693

John Craigie to Nepean. General Hope still indisposed ; his illness

and that of his wife during the passage, which was boisterous. Mrs.

Hope gi-eatly recovered ; the General still suffering, but the crisis con-

sidered favourable. 712
Estimate, signed by Thomas Wright, of the quantity of land upon the

Magdalen Islands, which is supposed to be capable of improvement, the

rest being chiefly sand. 703

Copy of the proceedings of the Council in respect to the petition of

Captain Isaac Coffin, for a grant of the Magdalen Islands, dated in

1787. 704
Finlay to Nepean. The wise policy of having the question of a House

of Assembly fully discussed. Does not know Dorchester's opinion on
the subject. How the people might be made entirely English. Cannot
understand why the English law could not be the rule in all cases of

contracts and the ancient laws in all questions of land. The supposed
argument in favour of the power to tax being given to a House of

Assembly ; the belief of some that the Canadians would not be con-

sulted as to the change of laws, and that they would be happy under
any well regulated government, whilst exempt from taxes. The
seigniors would no doubt oppose any proposal to change the old system.

Their mistaken ideas of their own importance ; their fear of the effect

of establishing a House of Assembly. 714
Importation of skins from Canada in 1788, sold in January, February

and March, 1789. The total value was £191,277; a note states that the

average amount for the last five yeai'S was £200,000 per annum. The
proportion of skins used in the different countries of Europe is given,

each kind being stated. Another note says: "It is to be observed the

foregoing particulars respect the importation from Canada only, but
there are considerable imports of skins and furs from Hudson's Bay,
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, and also from some of the American
States." 826

S. Deane to Nepean. Sends observations and remarks on canal from
Lake Champlain. The favourable opinion of it entertained by Lord

720
(See

722
727

&c.), but ampli-
739

1788, handed in

771
772

Dorchester.
Of the four enclosures, Nos. 1 and 2 were also sent by Bancroft

pp. 683-693.)
No. 3. Notes on Nos. 1 and 2.

No. 4. Observations on the same.
Observations of the same tenour as No. 1 (p. 683,

fied.

State of the imports into the Province of Quebec, in

by Lymburner.
JiXports from the same.
Dr. Morice to Nepean. For information respecting missionaries in

the Province of Quebec, to be transmitted to the Archbishop of Canter-
bury. 774
•Minutes of Council on State business, between the dates in the margin.
Proceedings of a Committee on the scarcity of wheat; with the evi-

dence of merchants and others given in full. 439 to 497
Memorial from Varennes for a Court of Eequests. 498
Documents with the title

:

"Translation of a petition to His Excellency Lord Dorchester by the
Gentlemen Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of Montreal, as seigniors of the
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1789.

July 14,

Quebec.

July 14,

London.

July 20,

London.

July 24,

London.

August 26.

Quebec.

Lake of Two Mountains, and of the deeds A, B, C, D, E, therein referred

to, and translation of another petition from the said gentlemen of the
Seminary of Montreal, as seigniors of the Island of Montreal, concerning
the right of appointing a clerk for the Courts of Justice, and also of the
deeds G- and F therein referred to." Page 499 to 547
Minutes of the Council concerning the waste lands of the Crown.
Eeport on application from Sir John Johnson and Joel Stone. 548
Abraham Pastorius. 551
Pierre Dufau. 554
Daniel Eobertson, for lands for his son and daughters. 556
Nathaniel Lines. 557
Isaac and William Mann. 557
Sir John Johnson. 558
Thomas Handfield. 559
Thomas and Terence Smith. 560
Rev. Mr. Stuart. 560
Robert Clarke. 561
Rev. Mr. Doty. 562
Joseph Herkimer. 562
Surveys ordered for lands

1 and 3 for Sir John Johnson (2 surveys).

2. Joel Stone.

4. Thomas Handfield.

5. Robert Clarke.

6. Isaac and William Mann.
7. Abraham Pastorius.

8. Louis Fromenteau.
9. Heirs of Lient. Gov. Hay.
10. Lieut. Henry Hay.
11. Adam Impey and the heirs of Lieut. Henry Hare.
12. Frederick Rastoul, Louis Marcheterre, Francois Jaquette and J. B.

Ferrd.

13. Antoine Landriaux, Joseph Pag^, Adam Weimer, and the heirs of
Orillat.

14. Richard Beasley and Peter Smyth.
15. Richard Goring.
16. Lieut. Donald McKinnon; sundry persons and the curate of

Sorel. 563 to 569
On the petition of Norman McLeod and others, on behalf of reduced

oflScers who had served at Bennington, the following surveys were
ordered :

—

1. Norman McLeod.
2. Jacob Schieffelin.

3. Joseph Moore.
4. Baron Schatfalisky.

5. Godefroy de Tonnancour, Bleury and Piedmont. 569
Sundry surveys ordered. 571
Memorial by the merchants oi London on the scarcity of wheat in the

Province of Quebec and the necessity of sending a supply of flour. 775
Dr. Morice to Nepean. Calls attention to the case of Rev. John Lang-

horn, starving at Ernesttown on £50 a year. 776
Lymburner to Grenville. Concerning the tenure of land in the Pro-

vince of Quebec. Sends copy of a plan for a House of Assembly drawn
up in 1784. 777

Report of Committee of Council on additional instructions to the land
office department, containing the journal of proceedings, the draught of

instructions, &c. 573
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September 2, Lymburner to Nepean. Sends answers to questions relative to the
Glasgow. Province of Quebec, but cannot be positive of their correctness, as all his

papers are in London. Will it be agreeable to Mr. Grenville that he
(Lymburner) should return to London at once, as it is his duty, having
accepted the deputation from his fellow-citizens, to furnish Grenville

with all the information he is possessed of that can assist in framing a

constitution for the Province, that will secure its dependence on Great

Britain and please the people. Page 778
The questions were :—1. The whole population of the Province. 2.

Whether about 120,000 or 130,000 persons. 3. How many British

settlers in the Province before the American war. 4. The number of

loyalists settled in the Province. 5. The number of Canadians. 6.

Among the latter how many noblesse. 7. How many of them heads of

families.

In answer to 1 and 2, he believes the number of 113,000 shown by the

census of 1784, was not correct, owing to the fear of the Canadians that

it w^as intended to levy a poll tax ; considei-s 150,000 persons at this date

to be a moderate computation. 3. Believes the number of British settlers

in the Spring of 1775 was about 4,000 persons. 4. About 17,000 loyalists

above Montreal ; others settled in the cities and districts of Quebec and
Montreal cannot be distinguished from other British settlers. 5, 6 and
7. About 120,000 Canadians ; about 26 or 27 families of noblesse. 780

September 2, Presentment of the grand jury, respecting the Mai Bay disorder. 751
Montreal.

September 5, Eeport bv medical men on the disorder. 754
Montreal. ^ "^

September 23, Joseph Brant to Mathews. Desires to know if the posts are to be
Grand River,

j^^p^ ^j, handed over to the Yankees ; and if the Indian Department is to

be kept up as before. The changes at Niagara. It is a critical time for

the Indians; the ^'Yankys" are taking advantage all the time and the

English appear to be getting tired of them. If he had not so many
children, he would do something to drown his unhappiness, and to leave

more marks than his father did. Thinks he (Mathews) did very right

not to have a wife and children, or he might have become a coward like

him (Brant). Proposes to go down to Canada in the Winter. 784
October 17, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 4). Sends minutes of the Council on
Quebec. State business, and also those concerning the Waste Lands of the

Crown. 1

Minutes, 30th May. Memorial from Alex. Henry and the magistrates

of Montreal, praying that a vessel loaded with flour be admitted to entry.

Evidence taken, and subject referred to a committee. 2 to 10

Eeport, containing the journal of proceedings of the committee on
Public Accounts. 10 to 75

Memorial of John Valentine, preventive officer at Oswego (76); cor-

respondence between Caldwell and Sir Thomas Mills, and other

documents relative to the accounts, as noted in the committee's

repoj-t. 76 to 89

Eeturns of suits in the Court of Common Pleas for Quebec (90) ;
for

Montreal (91). 90-91

Note of disallowed charges in the Public Accounts. 91 to 96

Caldwell's accounts. 96

Eeport of the committee on the complaints of the Indians of Lake of

Two Mountains; the claims of the Seminary, and copies of the papers

mentioned. The papers are given in full, with the discussions of the

committee. 98 to 398
Eeport on the mattei-s referred to in a letter from the judges of the

Court of Common Pleas for the district of Mecklenburg. The letter calls
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1789.

October 23,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 25,

Quebec.

attention to the proper place for a court house, which it was decided was
Kingston ; the other paragraphs refer to the want of a court house and
gaol ; the mode of striking juries ; of publishing sales ; the want of a
notary ; the variety of measures for wheat and other grain, some
using the bushel, others the minot ; respecting roads, licenses,

&c., &c. Page 402 to 419
Eeport on patent for a, toll bridge over the St. Charles. 419 to 431
Report on application for licence to trade with the Indians. 432
Report on application for courts for small causes, 434
Power of attorney, b}" the English speaking inhabitants of Quebec,

to Adam Lymburner to act on their behalf for the best interests of the

Province. 757
The same from the same class in Montreal. 761
Power (in French) from Quebec and Montreal. 763
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 5). That an investigation into the

titles, &c., of the Jesuits has been made, but not with sufficient minute-
ness. The information and transactions sent to London, so that the

King may be enabled to give further orders. It is recommended that

the voluminous documents may be analyzed, with liberty to the law
officers in Canada to make the necessary observations respecting both

law and fact. Has postponed the transmission of the documents till the
opinion of the law officers is received. There is a diversitj^ of opinion

among the commissioners ; only four out of nine have signed the report

and two of the others have presented a memorial in the shape of a
remonstrance. In addition to memorials from Quebec relative to the
Jesuit estates, he transmits others from the Bishop of Nova Scotia and
the rectors and churchwardens of Quebec and Montreal on the same
subject. 593

Enclosed. Memorial from the Bishop of Nova Scotia referred to. 597
The same to the Bishop by the clergy of Quebec. 602
The same to Dorchester, from the minister, churchwardens and vestry

of Quebec. >
'

606
The same from the chui-chwardens and vestry of Montreal. 612
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 6). Sends petition from proprietors

bounded by the town wall of Montreal, for an extension of their posses-

sions. The wall cannot be repaired to advantage; as to the question of
the property in the ground, he is not sufficiently acquainted with the

case to say whether the right is, or is not, in the petitioners. 615
Petition. 616
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 7). Sends returns of vessels entered and

cleared at Quebec. 619
Same to the same (No. 8). Sends copy of requisition for presents for

the upper posts and visitiug Indians, also for articles required lor the
purchase of Indian territory. 620

Requisition. 621
Dorchester to Grenville (separate). Introduces Mr. Southouse, who has

been paid to 15th July ; his case has been fully stated to Sydney. 622
Same to the same (No. 9). Encloses communications received a few

days ago. 623
Papers enclosed, with the title :

" Conversations with different per-

sons."

1. Respecting the proposal by Madison for discriminating duties,

agreed to in the House of Representatives ; the object of the proposal

was unfriendly to Great Britain and favourable to France. This was
regarded by the Senate as a declaration of commercial war, which it

was neither just nor wise to begin, and the real condition of American
shipping in British ports in Europe gave pi'oof of indulgences, to which
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the advocates ofdiscrimination could not reply. A Bill to prevent British

ships from clearing from United States ports to the "West Indies or

British America was also thrown out in the Senate. Does not know
if General Washington is free from a French bias, but all moderate and
thinking men wish for a commercial treaty with Great Britain, on the

consideration of which the Senate is prepared to enter dispassionately.

The clause has been sti-uck out of the appropriation Bill, authoris-

ing the President to send Ministers abroad. Had one been sent to

London it would not have been a man to promote harmony, but a second

edition of Adams. Application has been made to Lord Dorchester for

leave to survey, but the idea of an application at this time for the

Western forts is not well founded. Hopes that a system may be formed
for the advantage of both countries. Is sorry for Jay's removal from
the Foreign Office; he is a man of just and firm character; Jefferson,

his successor, is not so much approved of. North Carolina will join

the Union and Ehode Island must follow.

2. Enters more at length into the question of the proposed dis-

criminatory duties. So long as there was no efficient government, and
that local legislatures chose to pass such Acts, no notice had been taken
of them, but if the first measures of the present government had a

hostile end in view, and chose to mark commercial hostility to Britain,

the latter would lose no time in changing her system. The answer to

this is, that " the discr iminating clauses were greatly disapproved

in our House" (the Senate) and the Bill so modified as to leave no dis-

tinction among the different powers .of Europe. The President and
Vice-President wish well to the principle. The disappointment of the

French Minister at the failure of the Bill.

3. Eefers to the application to Lord Dorchester for leave to survey on
Lake Ontario to settle a boundary between Pennsylvania and New
York.

4. The hostile spirit existing, particularly in the House of Eepresen-
tatives, which is checked by the want of money. When that has accu-

mulated, the language and character of the government will be actuated

accordingly. Should the treaty with the Creeks fail, the States are

determined to proceed against them and the Wabash Indians, whose
hostility is believed to be excited by the British and encouraged by the

possession of the western posts; only the want of money prevents the

attempt being made to seize these posts. Tour of Lieut. Colonel Con-
nolly from Detroit through the western country; the risk he ran of

private assassination; men in office in the States aim at no less than the

subversion of the British power in North America. The army to the

westward not increased ; will probably be so next year.

5. The banks of New York and Philadelphia have each sent the

government $50,000.
6. Want of specie to pay British creditors ; emigration to the west-

ward injures landed property
;
pot and pearl ashes and flax seed make

good remittances. He (No. 6) drew up a report on the comparative
conduct in commercial matters of Great Britain, France and Spain
towards the States. Great Britain,hefound, was more indulgent than either

of these other powers. New Englanders finding fault with the salaries

annexed to the executive departments, to the "wages " of the members
of both Houses, and to their mileage. The whole revenue is derived

from import and tonnage duties; should any political measure check the

exports from the Eastern and Middle States these would suffer.

7. That a government is now established in the United States with
which it is safe to enter into treaties. He (No. T) has always preferred

a connection with Britain. The country though growing, must for years
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1789.

October 28,

C2uebec.

October 31,

London.

be agricultural rather than manufacturing in its industries, although the
latter have made some progress in Connecticut and in Pennsylvania,
which has gone even further. The desire to form a commercial treaty

with Britain ; Lord Lansdowne had a plan on a broad scale, but it is not
likely to be now attainable, although it is very desirable that there

should be such a treaty, for unless this can be done, there can be little

friendly intercourse. The policy of admitting United States vessels to

the West Indian Islands, under certain restrictions, advocated, as cal-

culated to prevent a system of commercial warfare, which Avas

encouraged by France, but which he regarded with regret. Discusses

the questions of the navigation of the Mississippi ; the relations between
Great Britain and the United States in future years ; the effect a connec-

tion with the Bourbons would have. A conversation follows respecting

the tariff, discrimination, &c., going over, to some extent, the ground
already traversed, adding some considerations respecting the confisca-

tion and other Acts, the cession of the western posts, and the giving iip

of negroes ; the prospect of a person heing sent to London to negotiate

;

the surprise felt by both parties to the conversation at the course taken
by Madison. This, the British interlocutor says, is the very means
to defeat any attempt to obtain a commercial treaty. Speaking of Pitt

and his colleagues he says: "tipon such minds their tendency must be

diametrically opposite. The purposes of national glory are best attained

by a close adherence to national honour, alike prepared to meet foreign

friendship and to repel foreign hostility." The United States inter-

locutor (No. *r) indicates that even stronger than discriminating mea-
sures were proposed by some, which were understood to be the exclusion

of British shipping from United States ports. The question of restric-

tions on mail packets. Nos. 8 and 9, respecting the relation between
Vermont and the United States. 624
The key given at page 592 probably refei's to this ducument. The

figures according to the key show the following:

No. 1. Dr. Johnson, a member of the Senate for Connecticut.

No. 2. Major General Schuyler, a member of the Senate for New
York.
No. 3. General Washington.
No. i. A gentleman in office of the United States.

No. 5. Lieut. Colonel Turnbull.

No. 6. Mr. Smith, of New York.
No. 7. Ml-. Hamilton, who is at the head of t!ie Treasury and Finances.
No. 8. Mr. Hay, Judge of the Common Pleas for the County of

Plattsburg, in the State of New York.
No. 9. Mr. Payne, of Chimney Point, Vermont.
Dorchester to Grenville (private.) Sends key to a late communica-

tion. 591
Key to names (see above,) 592
Alexander Fraser to Nepean (confidential). Is ready to answer all

questions, but it must be understood that his information is given from
common report, or his own opinion, for he belongs to no party and is

not actuated by malice. lieported abuses in the Indian Department, of
which details are given ; how abuses might be corrected and expenses
lessened ; the appointment of a Superintendent General has not checked
abuses. The saving that would be effected by the superannuation of
Sir John Johnson, not because he uses indirect means to make money in

his office, but on account of the incredible number of Indians who claim
kindred and receive presents, besides the number of unnecessary
attendants on his office, consisting of men whoso applications he can-

not withstand. Sir John's desire for popularity, which is apt to become
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1789.

November 4,

London.

November 10,

Quebec.

November 10,

Quebec.

November 10,

Quebec.

dangerous. The complaints of the Indians that they are not supplied

;

they have also been deprived of the lands which supplied them with

game, &c. Their just claims on the British Government and the import-

ance of retaining their friendship. Describes the character of Powell,

as a professed loyalist, but a demagogue ; of Ogden, a despicable char-

acter. The character of the members of Council attached to Judge
Smith, namely, William Grant, Hugh Finlay, Sir John Johnson

;

Harrison (who votes with Smith from attachment to Sir John)

;

Collins, Deputy Surveyor General; Pownall, Secretary of the Pro-

vince; Lanaudiere ; Caldwell, who is a man of honourable sentiments

and errs from caprice, rather than the love of disorder; Majoi- Holland
sometimes votes with Smith, but "only from blunder." Except in

respect to the two latter, the descriptions are in the most caustic terms.

The Canadian members are illiterate "and can only be managed by the

French pointe d'honneur." The number of British born subjects fit to

compose a jury does not exceed 150 ; of these there are perhaps not 20

English, the rest being Scotch and Irish, besides Germans and Ameri-
cans, many of them bankrupts and probably interested in suits coming
before the Courts. The French traders would probably be ruined by
the introduction of the jury system ; the only protection has been in

the saisie Act and saisie conservatoire. It is certain that Canada is not yet

fit to receive trial by jury in cases of property. Cannot give the num-
ber of subjects in all the Provinces, for reasons given. The dangers of

the present system of granting lands. Does not believe the militia

in the old settlements and towns amounts to more than 1,000 men, exclu-

sive of the natives of Canada and France, and the loyalists settled in the

new lands. The population of the towns consists largely of Germans
and Americans having trades ; this shows the misrepresentation as to

the number of subjects who desire a change in the system of govern-

ment. Decisive measui-es needed to quiet the present discontents. The
discontented party is far from formidable, yet, if not checked, it may
gain strength by the acts of its leaders ; the gross misrepresentations of

maladministration on the part of the inferior judges ; if the perversion

of the Ten Commandments were made in the same way as the reports

were made of the judgments of the Courts, the Commandments would be

shown as inculcating every kind of vice. The Canadian peasantry are

the happiest beings under the sun, as two or three hours labour a day
supplies them with eveiy comfort they desire. The honourable charac-

ter of Dorchester ; the unfortunate influence over him of Judge Smith.

Asks for a personal interview to communicate an idea which, if carried

into effect, would long preserve Canada to Britain. 786
Keport (unsigned) to Grenville on the trade of Canada, and an elabo-

rate argument in favour of bounties to promote its interest. 811

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 10). Has received intelligence of hostile

designs by the Hurons against Detroit and the Six Nations, headed by
Brant. One of the Eoman Catholic missionaries at Deti-oit is said to be

principally concerned in the plot. Has put the commanding officers on

their guard, with letters from, the Bishop of Quebec, who had been a

missionary at Detroit himself. 658

Same to the same (separate). Sends report by the Attorney General,

on the case of Jacques Bunet (or Bunel), respecting whom inquiry was
made by Lord Sydney, on the 26th of January last. 675
Report signed by Alexander Gray, Attorney General. 676

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 11). Sends petitions from inhabitants of

Quebec and Montreal. 66(y

Memorial of the merchants and other citizens in Quebec and Montreal^

for a reform in the judicature, &c. 661
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1789.

November 10,

Quebec.

November 10,

Quebec.

Memorial (in French) to the same effect. Page 664
Dochester to Grenville (No. 12). Detailed statement of the proceed-

ings in consequence of complaints against Sir Thomas Mills, Eeceiver
General. The report and exhibits are too voluminous to be got ready
for the present conveyance. 667
Same to the same (No. 13). Calls attention to the defects in the means

of trying cases of murder and piracy. 673

1789.

October 13,

New York.

December 12,

Quebec.

1790.
February 8,

Quebec.

Letters from Lord Dorchester and Minutes or Council, 1790.

Q. 44-1.

"Washington to Governor Morris. The importance of mutually carry-

ing out the treaty of peace and of having a treaty of commerce concluded
with Great Britain. Desires him, as a private individual, to ascertain

from the Ministry, '' Whether there be any, and what objections to now
performing those articles in the treaty which remain to be performed
on His Majesty's part, and whether they incline to a treaty of com-
merce with the United States on any, and what terms." It is his wish
to promote harmony and mutual satisfaction between the two countries,

and he would be pleased if the result of his (Morris') agency would con-

duce to that end. 93
(Letter from Morris, 30th April, 1790, calendared at that date.)

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 14). Sends petition respecting the flour

and biscuit trade. Deliberation should be exercised before granting the
petition, owing to the effect it would have on the revenue. 11

The petition follows. 12

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 15). Observations on the proposed Bill

respecting the boundaries; that Gasp^ should be continued as part ofLower
Canada and not of New Brunswick ; that the office of Senator should not be
hereditary; the number for Upper Canada should be not less than seven
and for Lower Canada not less than fifteen, and of the House of Assem-
bly for Upper Canada not less than sixteen, and for Lower Canada not
less than thirty; that the cities of Quebec and Montreal should each have
four members and Three Rivers two ; the country parishes to be divided
into 20 circles, each sending one member. In Upper Canada, Lunoburg,
Mecklenburg, Nassau and Hesse, should have four membeis each, and
hereafter to be divided as their condition may require. Owing to the
shortness of the time, the actual subdivision should be ascertained by the
Lieutenant Governors in Council for each province. The proposed
qualifications and disqualifications for electors. Can only give a general
opinion respecting commercial regulations. The necessity for introduc-

ing the soccage tenure. The Act should go into force not later than six

months after its ratification in the province, but the convocation of the
Assemblies may be at a later date. Submits the wisdom of having a
general government for His Majesty's dominions on this continent, so

that all the provinces may be directed to the general interest and to the
preservation of the unity of the Empire. Encloses letter from the chief
justice, with additional clauses, &c. 20

The clauses commented on in the preceding letter. 30
Clause B, prepared by the chief justice, respecting boundaries between

Quebec and New Brunswick. 59
Chief Justice Smith to Dorchester, 5th February. Encloses clause for

the trial of extra provincial offences. The present Bill improves the old

model of colonial govei-nment, but it wants a provision to put all the
remains of the ancient dominion in North America under one general

6a—16
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1790.

Tebrnary 20,

Whitehall.

March 1,

Whitehall.

March 6,

Quebec.

March 6,

Quebec.

March 8,

Quebec.

March 10,

Queljec.

March 1.5.

Quebec.

direction. It was the want of a central power on the continent to

control nearly a score of petty parliaments from which it was an
extravagent expectation to look for wisdom, the Colonies, almost from
their infancy, having been abandoned to democracy, Sends a paper
containing proposals in the form of additions to the proposed Bill

respecting the government of Quebec, Page 61

The additions to the new Bill for Canada to provtde for a general
government. 68
Another letter from Smith to Dorchester, respecting the extent of

territory to be claimed for Upper and Lower Canada, Y9
Proposed clause on the subject. 83
Greuville to Dorchester (No. 16). Authorizing him to pay Messrs.

Langhorn and Tunstall, missionaries, the same allowances as that given
to Messrs. Stuai-t and Doty, and arrears from the time of their arrival

in the Pj'ovince. 1

L. Bernard to Molz. That duplicate dispatches have been returned

to Crrenville, the originals having been received by Dorchester. 3
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 16). That the same disqualifications

should be extended to desertei-s from the army and navy as apply to

deserters from the militia. .101

Same to same (No. 17). Respecting the cultivation of hemp and the

encouragement to be held out for its production. Asks for samples of

Russian hemp to be used as standards. 102
Reports of Council, &c., on the culture of hemp. 104
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 18, secret). Inquiries show that, with few

exceptions, the Indians are satisfied. The suspicious movements of the

United States in raising troops, ostensibly to subdue the Indians, but
apparently to attack the frontier posts and secure the fur trade. A
more secret motive is,' perhaps, to reduce the state governments and
crush an internal opposition. Thei'e are indications of their approach
by the Potomac to the Ohio, thence to Lake Ei-ie and Detroit. This
alone would put them in possession of the fur trade to the southward.
The possession of the great approaches to Canada by the Mohawk River
and Oswego, and of the Sorel up to the treaty line, would practically

make them masters ofthe country. The upper posts have all been repaired
and supplied with stores, Detroit is stronger than ever, but is only
defensive against Indians. Niagaj-a should make a good defence;
Michillimakinak can only keep out Indians ; Fort Ontario cannot be
rendered defensible ; the works at Sorel are all very bad. The difficulty

of raising the inhabitants of the lower part of the province even in their

own defence. The difficulty of raising the militia ; the defence will depend
on the troops and on such help as the loyalists can give, Fi'om local

causes every post must be left to its own defence, and a reinforcement of

4,000 men will be necessary to conduct a defence of the Province. The
defective distribution of troops in Nova Sootia. Leaving two battalions

to guard Halifax, the rest there and in New Brunswick should be
collected on the upper part of the St. John River, whence they could
give assistance. The necessity of increasing the naval force for the
defence of Halifax,

, The United States should bring forward a frontier

treaty and a treaty of commerce. Thinks they will do something less

solid and more brilliant to captivate the people and prepare their
submission to new authorities. Beckwith has been sent to thank
number seven for his suggestions, &c, 121
Same to same (No, 19). Sends copy of minutes of Council on State

business, 129
Same to same (No, 20). Sends lists of persons suitable for seats in

the Legislative and Executive Councils of the two proposed Provinces of
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March 15,

Quebec.

March 27,

Whitehall.

March 27,

Whitehall.

March 27,

Whitehall.

March 27,

Whitehall.

April 7,

Quebec.

April 7,

Quebec.

April 7,

Quebec.

April 8,

Whitehall.

April 28,

Whitehall.

April 30,

London.

Upper and Lower Canada. The list of the present Council of Lower
Canada is arranged by seniority, the names of those for Upper Canada
are sent on the recommendation of Sir John Johnson, whose services

entitle him to be appointed Governor of Upper Canada. In that event he
should be succeeded by Alexander McKee. Page 130
The lists follow. 132 to 136
Motz to Nepean (private). Proposal to import German families

acquainted with the culture of hemp. The arrangements by which they
might be induced to come. Recommends his brother Francis to take
charge of the arrangements. 137

Grenville to Dorchester (No. 17). That the same powers were given
to the Province of Quebec as were enjoyed by Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick in accordance with request contained in letter of 30th Sep-
tember (No. 1). 4
Same to same (No. 18). Has received memorials, &c., i-especting the

estates of the Jesuits. Shall answer when he receives reports from the

law oflScers in Canada. Petitions received from inhabitants of Montreal
for an extension of their possessions. No answer can yet be returned. 5

Same to same (No. 19). Dispatches with minutes of Council, &c.,

received. 7
Same to same (No. 20). Letters received ; the King's satisfaction at the

assurances of friendship in Jay's lettei-. The steps to be tsiken respecting

forged certificates of British plantation registry are under consider-

ation. The communications and key are interesting and will always
be acceptable. 8
Motz to Nepean. Sends by Lord Dorchester's command copy of a

minute of the Board of Agriculture on the subject of the culture of
hemp. 140
The minute, containing observations by Hugh Finlay on the cultivar

tion of hemp. 141
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 21). Brigadier General Carleton reports

the destruction of Fort Cumberland, in New Brunswick, by fire; list of
ordnance stores reported to be destroyed is enclosed. 145

List referred to. 146
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 22). Respecting forged Mediterranean

passes and the measures taken to suppress the illicit trade carried on by
the subjects of the United States by means of them. 147

Grenville to Dorchester (No. 21). Dispatches received. No decision

can be come to on constitutional points till after receiving answers from
His Lordship. Other dispatches' sent to the departments which they
concern. 10
Duke of Leeds to Morris. The causes of delay in answering the letter

from Washington, &c. It has ever been the sincere wish of this country
to fulfil her engagements with the most sci'upulous fidelity. The delay
arises from redress not being granted to British subjects according to the
terms of the treaty of peace, and the non performance of those engage-
ments by the United States. It is the sincere wish of the British Govern-
ment to cultivate a real system of friendly commercial intercourse with
the United States, and every measure which can reciprocally tend to

that object will be adopted. 95
Morris to Leeds. Regrets the causes of the delay from illness, &c.,

in receiving answer to Washington's letter. Confidence in the good faith

of Britain caused Congress to reject proposals which appeared hostile to

her commercial interests. Is convinced that the United States are
determined to perform fully every stipulation they have made. Both
being thus inclined, a full agreement might be arrived at and he desires

to know how and how far it is considered the United States have not

6a—16^
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1790.

May 6,

Whitehall.

May 6,

Whitehall.

May 6,

Whitehall.

May 27,

Quebec.

May 27,

Quebec.

carried out their engagements, as the idea is new to him. Should there

be any stipulations not fulfilled, and which are now impracticable, he
desires to know the kind and measure of compensation expected before

the British engagem-ents are carried out. Hopes he is mistaken as to

the proposed extent of commercial intercourse, as it appears that it does
not go the length of a treaty. Page 97

Grenville to Dorchester (No. 22, secret). The prospect of war with
Spain ; it is not likely that the North American dominions will be

attacked, but the United States might be encouraged by Spain to demand
the cession of the frontier posts. The necessity of having a wise and
prudent governor will no doubt induce His Lordship to relinquish his

wish to return to Great Britain this season. It is doubtful if troops can
be sent; militia may be raised. 84
Same to the same (No. 23, secret). The importance of having the

friendship of Vermont in event of an alarm from the United States; the

commercial privileges granted to Vermont may prove of service in

attaching the people to Britain. The encouragement given to Levi
Allen. 87
Same to same (No. 24, secret). Eeferring to the letter No. 22,

respecting war with Spain, sends copy of letter from Washington,
which shows a better disposition to cultivate a closer connection with
Great Britain. The letter in answer pointed out the non execution of

the treaty on the part of the United States, but it is desirable to

establish a greater degree of interest there, and for this purpose suitable

persons should be sent who could also give warning should there be any
hostile designs. Spain asserts exclusive rights against the world, and
these conflict with the interest of the United States as well as of (rreat

Bi'itain. It could be shown to Kentucky, &c., that the opening of the
Mississippi could be more easily gained by the assistance of Great
Britain than by other means. 89

(For letter from Washington, see 13th October, 1789.)
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 24). Sends copy of instructions respecting

the Indian Department. Account of the investigation into the complaints
against Dease and Ainse, other abuses complained of in the inferior

branches of the Indian Department. Is not quite satisfied with Butler's

conduct. Will order the Superintendent General to visit the post as

well on that account as to inquire into the state of the militia. Steps
to be taken respecting the reports of Butler acquiring Indian lands. 172

Instructions for the good government of the Indian Department. 176
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 25). In consequence of the King's instruc-

tions restraining the further grants of land, sends the regulations on the
subject, &c., to show the extent of equitable claims founded on them. A
speedy settlement of the upper country with profitable subjects, provi-
sion towards a strong and loyal aristocracy and the reservation of certain
tracts of land for future use were the chief principles on which the regu-
lations were founded. Eemarks on the benefit of these in promoting a
desirable immigration. Nearly one-seventh of the land reserved for

future grants; to reserve more would be prejudicial. The importance of
attaching the people to the Crown. Whatever is done with the estates of
the Jesuits the mutation fines should be dispensed with. Commerce to

be encouraged. Political justice should be extended to all alike. 191
Schedule of enclosures. 195
Enclosed. List of members of the Land Boards in the districts of

Mecklenburg, Luneburg, Montreal and Nassau. Minutes of Council
29th December, 1788 (See.vols. 41 and 43 for the Eules and Regulations
for the Land Office.) 197

Second addition to the rules, &c., dated 20th January, 1790. 200
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1790.

May 27,

Quebec.

May 27
Quebec.

Third addition of same date. Page 204
Keport of Committee of the whole C()uncil respecting the schedule ol

locations in Luneburg and Mecklenburg, read on the same date, with
extracts of letter from Lord North, dated 24th July, 1783 and from Lord
Sydney, dated 3rd September, 1788, respecting grants of land. 210

Extract from minutes of Council, dated 22nd October, 1788, with
memorial from Sir John Johnson, Colonel Butler and other reduced
officers; and Order in Council for alJottirg lands to certain reduced
officers, equal to those of the 84th Eegiment. 216

Extract from Minutes of Council, dated 9th November, 1789, with
Order in Council that the daughters, as well as the sons, of loyalists are

to receive a grant of 200 acres, on attaining full age, and in the case of

the daughters, on their marriage, and that their names are to be dis-

criminated from those of future settlers in all public records, &c. 222
Eorm of militia roll. All loyalists who joined the standard before the

treaty of separation in 1783, and all children and descendants of either

sex, are to be distinguished b}' the letters U.E. affixed to their names,
alluding to their great principle, the unity of the Empire. 224

Extract from circular, dated 19th January, 1790, to the Land Boards,

that loyalists are to obtain their patents free of expense. 226
Circular to the Land Boards, dated 21st January, 1790, respecting im-

proved regulations. 228
Schedule of the Boards appointed for the more easy accommodation of

persons desirous of forming immediate settlements on the waste lands of

the Crown. The schedule gives the names of the members of the
Boards for the districts of Montreal, Luneburg, Mecklenburg, Nassau,
Hesse and Gasp6. 229

Calculation for a town and township of 9 miles in front by 12 in

depth, proposed to be situated on a river or lake, containing 69,120
acres. 231

Details of the same. 232,234
Plan of the same. . 233
Calculation of an inland town and township 10 miles square, contain-

ing 64,000 acres. 235
Plan. 236
Plan of nine townships. 237
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 26). Alarm of the Indians at the reported

hostile designs against Oswego and Niagara. Orders have been sent to

treat an attack as the beginning of war, and engineers have been sent to

repair Niagara and Fort Ontario. Lieut.-Colonel Harris has been relieved

from command of the upper posts, owing to complaints by the
Indians. 238

.Enclosed. Extracts of letters from Lt.-Colonels Harris, Butler, &c., con-

taining reports from the upper posts. 240 to 251
Dorchester to Grrenville (No. 27). Sends further communications re-

specting affairs in the United States. Vote passed in the House of Repre-
sentatives (U. S.) to raise 5,000 foot and 16 companies of artillery in

addition to the existing force on the Western frontier. The number reduced
in the Senate to 3,000, exclusive of two regiments for Georgia and two
companies of artillery already there to oppose the Western Indians. In
case of emergency considerable detachments of militia may be brought
into the field to co-operate with these forces. 252

Report of interviews by the j)rivate correspondent, names not given.

The report begins by the correspondent returning Lord Dorchester's
thanks for civility towards him, and that His Lordship approves of
the principle laid down : ''That it is expedient that a solid friendship

should be established between the two countries." The answer (by No. 1)
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was that he (the j^.merican Senator) was happy to find that Dorchester
agreed to this principle and believes the same opinion is shared by the
majority of those who are to conduct the affairs of the United States;

the President considers this subject in a favourable light. Jeffer-

son believes the struggle in France will be successful and that this

will be of commercial benefit to the States. He (the Senator) thinks

this a favourable time for a commercial treaty. The question of the

navigation of the Mississippi may produce a coldness on the part ofSpain.

A Minister from Britain to Washington would give satisfaction. He can-

not communicate further with Lord Dorchester on this subject as it is

in Jefferson's department. Eemarks on these observations and on the

States having sent a Minister to the British Court, a step which had not

been acknowledged. It will be difficult for the States again to take the lead

in this. He can speak with precision as to the President's views ; he is

ready to go into the discussion of every thing unsettled between the two
countries. The moderation of Massachusetts since the close of the war,

in contrast to the spirit shown in the South owing, no doubt, to the

influence of one or two gentlemen in the latter, whose opinions are defer-

red to and who have been led to keep alive distinctions neither wise nor
proper. The States must become a considerable people and it would be
undesirable to be connected with only one European power. Both parties

in the Legislature have it in view to form a friendl}^ connection with
Great Britain. The different policies advocated to reach this end.

There are many points to be settled regarding internal finances during
this session, so that it is doubtful if steps will be taken towards com-
mercial intei course. The great difficulty is the existence of the ISiavigation

Act, and it is not likely Britain will be disposed to give the United States

a share in the West Indian trade, which is what they want. Hespecting
the difficulty of collecting debts; probable course of Chief Justice Jay,

with respect to such claims. The difference respecting the Eastern
boundary. Two commissioners, who signed the Treaty ofPeace, say that

by Mitchell's map there was only one River St. Croix laid down, which
they say is the river nearest the River St. John. Respecting the islands,

&c. Disputes between the United States and Spain respecting the southern
boundaries. The vacillation of the Court ofSpain. The military establish-

ment will be increased in Spring for the protection of Georgia, and perhaps
to carry on the Creek war. A contract made with Spain for trade on
the Mississippi, but the Americans will not be satisfied until they have
a port of their own on that river. The opposition of Rhode Island to

Confederation arises from dishonesty; a wish to cheat by depreciated
paper. There is no intention to attack the forts (the Canadian posts).

Some in the House of Representatives may have such wild ideas, but
there is not a single Senator who would not i-eprobate them. The
Western territory requires troops for defence. Jefferson considers the
revolution in France complete; he is "greatly too Democratic for us
at present; he left us in that way, but we are infinitely changed, and he
must alter his principles." He and Adams not friend Ij'- to a commercial
treaty with Britain. The question of sending a Minister to the States.

Respecting free ports in the Bahama and Bermuda Islands; objections.

The present is a good time for considering a commercial treaty. The
import duties that may be laid on by the United States. The points of
contact respecting manufactures, &c., which might cause difficulties.

The tendencies of the Pi-esident and others. "The Piesident in his

heart leans to France; his obligations to that Court he can nevoi- forget.

Mr. Jefferson is a Republican and a Frenchman. Mr. Madison, who
is in great favour with the President, is still mo:e partial to a French
interest." The choice of a Minister to Britain. " If Mi-. Adams should
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be the person, I am sure things would not go well. If Mr. Jefferson, 1

should fear it. If Mr. Jay or Mr. Hamilton, I should think well of it.

If Mr. Madison, I should expect little. If General Knox, I should be
certain of it. If Mr. King, I should think favourably of it." The present
wish is to adjust all ditferences by amicable negotiation ; this has been
talked over in the Senate. The question of disputed boundaries raised

in Massachusetts. Difference of opinion as to the policy of establishing

manufactures.
10. The serious alarm south of Maryland as to the operation of

the Federal Courts. The spread of Democratic opinions there, of
which Jetferson is an example, holding impracticable views; the danger
to France from the same opinions.

12. Eespecting the rate of exchange on London and its consequences.
The fluctuation in the price of American securities and its causes.

13. The astonishing change for the better in the British Empire
since the peace. The impossibility of France, either through the exer-

tions of Jefferson or any other, promoting the essential commercial
interests of the States. Even if she secured the trade, France could not
hold it for three weeks. The interests of the States lie with Great
Britain, and they are not in a position to cany matteis to exti-emity

by restrictive regulations, whatever Jefferson, Madison and that party-
may say. Their ai-guments carried into effect would mean war.
Seasons why Great Britain should revert to the old channel of com-
merce. The Legislature proposes to adopt more honourable and
prudent measures towards the Indians.

14. The great increase of population beyond the Aileghanies. (The
figures are given for the diffei-ent settlements.) This expansion is dis-

couraged by the Atlantic States for resisons given. The illicit trade
cairied on by the Governor of New Orleans and his friends. How the
trade is carried on. Estimate of the strength of the Indians in these

quartei-s. The attack on Georgia by McGillivray, a half-bieed, his

father a Scotch trader, his mother a Creek ; the cost to Georgia of this

war. The good sense of McGillivray has restrained him from excesses.

The number of negroes carried ottMrom Georgia.

15. Road laid out from Philadelphia to Lake Seneca.
16. New York has agreed to make a road from Lake George to the

boundary line with Canada. Moderation in raising troops for protect-

ing the Western and South-Western frontiers ; when complete the force
will consist of 3,000 men. A new post on the Sciota will be within GO
miles of Detroit. Page 253 to 290

Dorchester to Greuville (No. 28). Respecting the appointment of
Powell to the office of Justice of the Common Pleas at Hesse, his

services, qualifications and losses; there is nobody at the bar better
qualified than he to fill the position. The vacancy caused by the resig-

nation of Southouse of the judgeship of Montreal ; the measures taken
to prevent inconvenience, which will prepare the way for the general
dispensation of justice in civil actions. Courts for the decision of small
causes have been erected and othei's will be added. 169
Same to same (No. 28). Sends journals, laws and observations for the

Session of the Legislative Council, from 11th March to 17th April,
1790. 291

Journals. 292 to 321
(Continued in Q. 44-2).
Grenville to Dorchester (private and confidential). Simcoe had been

named Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada before his (Dorchester's)
recommendation of Sir John Johnson was received. The objections to
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1790.

June 5,

Whitehall.

June 5,

Whitehall

June 5,

Whitehall.

June 5,

Whitehall.

June 5,

Whitehall.

the appointment of Sir John Johnson, owing to his large local interests,

&c. Page 149
Grenville lo Dorchester (No. 25). That it has not been thought desira-

ble to bi'ing forward this Session the Bill for the government of Quebec
;

the Ministiy may be able to use his (Dorchester's) suggestions. There is

no prospect of his being able to leave Quebec, even if the Spanish dispute
is peaceably settled. The difficulty of describing the boundaries of the
•Provinces till the questions with the United States on the subject of
boundaries are settled. It is not improbable a person may be sent out to

settle the points. There is no material objection to the proposed
number of Legislative Councillors ; there will be more difficulty in

extending the eligibility of aliens to the office. Other clauses considered.

The formation of a general Legislative Government for all the Provinces
is open to considerable objection. Other points are under considera-

tion. 152
Same to same (No. 26). Sends copies of letters to the Jjieut.-Governors

of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and the Bishop of Nova Scotia,

relative to the establishment of a college. A decision respecting the
Jesuit estates has been deferred till reports are received from the law
officers in Canada. 165
Same to same (No. 27). Orders have been given to complete the

supplies of Indian presents. 167
Same to same (No. 28). Letters relating to the importation of rum

and the cultivation of hemp have been transferred to the Lords of Trade
for consideration. 168
Same to same (secret). Letter marked secret and letter from Beck-

with lead to the belief that no attack will be made this year on the
posts by the United States, but the report of the weakness of these
posts and the preparations of the Americans give ground to apprehend
that the posts may not be secure in event of a war with Spain. The
last dispatches from Spain do not admit of an opinion being given of the
issue of the business, so that armaments must go on, rendering it

difficult to send out reinforcements for the defence of Canada; the
augmentation to the battalions on the establishment will, however, form
a considerable addition to the strength of the Province. Should hos-
tilities take place means will be taken to increase the lorce in Canada,
either by sending foreign troops or by raising new corps among the
loyalists. The concentration of the troops now in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick is approved of The naval strength at Halifax ; arrangement
of tioops there depends on local knowledge, and will be left to his
(i>orchester's) discretion, bearing in mind the advantage of protecting
Halifax from insult 161

1790.

Marcli 11
April 17.

May 27,

(Quebec.

May 27,

Quebec.

to

Letters from Lord Dorchester and Minutes of Council—1700.

Q. 44-2.

Continuation of the journals ofthe Legislative Council. Page 322 to 582
Observations on the Acts or ordinances passed by the Legislative

Council in the 30th year of His Majesty's reign. 583 to 593
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 29). Sends copy of the Council Minutes

on State business, from the 10th November, 1789, to the 20lh of January,
1790. 594
The same to the same (No. 30.) Has desired Governor Parr to investi-

gate the charges against Mr. Binney, Superintendent of the trade and
fisheries at Canso. The examination leads to a presumption of his
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May 27,

Quebec.

May 27,

Quebec.

May 27,

Quebec.

May 27,

Quebec.

innocence, but is insufficient to ascertain what was Binney's conduct
that gave offence to the Assembly. Page 595
Copy of letter to Governor Parr, dated 3rd October, 1789 (No. 19)

relating to the complaint against Mr. Binney. 597
Answer by Governor Parr, dated Halifax, Itth November, 1*789, on

the case of Binney. 604
Documents relating to the case of Binney. 608 to 633
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 31). Sends returns of naval officer for

vessels inwards and outwards at the port of Quebec. 634
The same to the same (No. 32). Sends estimate of the expense of

the Indian Department for 1790. The sum is about £20,000, exclusive

of presents for the acquisition of territory. The presents cannot be
diminished without detiiment. Should Sir John Johnson be appointed
Lieut.-Governor of Upper Canada, and Alexander McKee be appointed
Superintendent, there may be a saving of expense. 635
Estimate given in detail. 636
Dorchester to Grenville (separate). Dispatches received. 637

The same to the same (private). Thanks for confidential communi-
cations. Triplicates received and answered. 638

1790.

June 7,

Quebec.

Minutes of Council and Miscellaneous Correspondence—1790.

Q. 45-1.

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 33). Encloses minutes relating to State

affairs, from 1st Januaiy to 17th May, and concerning the Waste Lands,
from 27th August, 1789, to same date. Page 1

Minutes Ist February. Applicationfrom the Bishop of Quebec (Angli-

can) for legal authority to raise funds for building churches and parson-

ages, refeircd to a committee. 1

A similar memorial from Kingston referred to the same committee. 2
Claim of Major General Christie for compensation for lands used by

Government during the late troubles on this continent, referied to a Com-
mittee of the whole Council, to consider the question of claims gener-
ally. 2

Report of the Committee on the cultivation of hemp given in full and
referred to a Committee of the whole Council. 4
Report on inland communication and navigation given in full recom-

mends : 1. That friendly facility should be held up to countries and States

whose local situation demands permanent intercourse with Great Britain
and her colonies (17); 2, That owing to the situation of the countries
on Lake Charaplain and Vermont (given in detail), an exchange of com-
modities should take place (17), There is added a statement of products
that may be profitably exchanged, as a reason for admitting these from
the neighbouring States (18), 16 to 21
Memorial annexed from merchants, &c., trading from Lake Cham-

plain, dated 27th July, 1789, and signed by Stephen Keyes and Jabez
Fitch, for leave to import pig and bar iron into the Province of Quebec
from Lake Champlain, 22
Proposed Bill to extend to bar and pig iron the leave to import cer-

tain articles, ordered to be printed, 24
Documents relating to the administration of justice, with report of

the committee and its proceedings in full, 26 to 52
Minutes 2nd March, Report of the Committee on the cultivation of

hemp, &c. 52 to 57
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Eeport of the Committee on Christie's claims, with proceedings.

Page 57 to 64
Minutes 1st April. Eeport on the state of the public records. 65 to 195

Eeport of the Montreal members, respecting the circles of L'Assomp-
tion and Varennes, regarding the extent of jurisdiction, with correspond-

ence. 195 to 221

Petition (in French) from Isle Jesus, praying for the erection of a

circle, signed by Chatellier, notary. Patent ordered to be issued. 221 to 224
Memorial of -Fraser& Young for the refund of the duty on rum paid

by them. 225

Committee on public accounts appointed. 225

Committee appointed to examine the transcripts of the minutes. 225
Minutes 17th May. Memorial of the Bishop of Caps^ (in French) on

the state of education in the Province, with resolution that it be

printed. (Mgr. Bailly de Messein.) 227 to 253
Final report i-especting the records. 254
Extracts of fines, &c, 256

Committee appointed to examine papers relating to the King's

domain. 257

Committee named on the state of the provisions. 258

Petition from Berthier en haut for a circle, referred to a Committee. 260

Minutes respecting Waste Lands of the Crown. Two schedules, marked
A and B, of persons engaged in the defence of the block-house of St.

John's and others at the affair of Bennington, to whom lands have been

granted as a reward for their services. 263, 265

Minutes 9th November, 1789. Eeport of the Land Committee respect-

ing the tract purchased from the Indians in the Township of Edwards-
burg. 267 to 272

Ordered that the Board may issue certificates for the occupation of

town lots and town pai-ks in the propo.sed town in Edwardsburg. 272
Order that 500 acres be assigned to Francis Vcrneuil de Lorimier, the

same to G. de Lorimier. 272

Oi-der for tour acres of land in the proposed town of Edwardsburg,
suitable for a mill, to Major Peter Drummond, Captain W. Eraser,

Thomas Eraser and Hugh Munro, jointly. 273
Eesolution that a registry be kept of all loyalists, so that their poster-

ity may be discriminated from future settlers, and that lands be given

not only to their sons, but also to their daughters. 273
Eeport on the waste lands behind the seigniory of Bellechasse. 275
Claim of Messrs. Curotte to Grande Isle, opposite Cataraqui, referred

to a Committee. 279
Minutes 24th December, 1789. Journal and report of Land Commit-

tee on a i-eference of the schedules ot locations in the districts of Lune-
burg and Mecklenburg, reported by the Surveyor General's office. 280
Minutes 20th January, 1790. Continuation of the journal and repoi-t

of the Land Committee, pointing out discrepancies between the entries

in the schedule and in the surveys, which may lead to confusion. 284
List of grants in the Township of Lancaster, first concession. 295.

Second concession. 296
(Names of the grantees are given in both.)
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1790.

January 20,

Quebec.

J anuary 21 to
May 17,

Quebec.

Minutes of Council and Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1790.

Q. 45-2.

Continuation of the joui-nal and report of the Land Committee. List
of grantees, third concession of Lancaster. Page 29T

Index to the schedules of locations in Lancaster, with the names
of the grantees in alphabetical order, showing the concessions on which
are their lands and the number of acres to each. 298

Continuation of the journal, with reports from the Land Boards, cor-

respondence, rules and regulations, &c., also schedules, namely:
No. 1. Names of reduced oflScers of the Provincial Corps who applied

between the Hth of June and 9th of September, 1789, for lands, to the
Land Board of Mecklenburg. 367
No. 2. List of old settlers who applied to the same Board during the

same period for family lands and additional bounty. 369
No, 3. List of persons from the American States and elsewhere ad-

mitted b}' the same Board during the same period. 371
No. 4. List of lands granted by authority of the same Board, between

the 1st of October, 1788, and 23rd September, 1789. 372
(The names of the grantees are given. The Journals extend to page

382.)

Minutes of the Council on the Waste Lands, of the Crown. Report
by the Land Committee on petitions and other papers transmitted by
the Land Board of Monti eal. (List of the petitioners is at page 388.)
The petitions to be referred to the Land Board of Luneburg to be dealt
with. 383 to 390
Report from the same Committee on petitions from the Township of

Hamilton, Bay of Chaleurs, district of Gusp^. (Petition with the signa-
tures at page 395.) (List of inhabitants who have not yet received
titles for lands, on which they have been settled since 1762, with the
number of acres and the extent cleared, 399.) Petitions referred to the
Land Board for the district of Gasp^. 383-402
Map and report of Parishes, grants and tracts occupied in the Pro

vince ordered lo be prepared. 402
Report of the Surveyor General, and other business referied to the

Committee. 404 to 406
Report of Committee on application for the King's Wharf by James

Johnson and John Purss, with evidence and plan. (The plans at page
413a.) 407 to 413

Report on petition of Reverend John Doty for 2,000 acres of land. 414
Report on the inspection of schedules of the Land Board, as corrected

in the Surveyor General's office. 417 to 427
Report concerning the town of Cornwall, formerly New Johnstown. In

order to remove certain evils it is proposed : 1. That the present town
plots of six acres one rod and twenty perches, be divided into six equal
parts, containing one acre and ten perches each. 2. That all persons who
have at present more or less land in their possession than this quantity
shall be i-educed or augmented according to that standard, with a reserve
that the improv-ements shall be paid for befoi'e any possessions are relin-

quished. 428
Report on the dispute between Col. Gray andMr. Empy. 431 and 434
Remarks on New Johnstown. 436
List of settlers holding "large tracts which are fenced round in the

heart of the town, and the streets are included in these enclosures." 439
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1790.

T'ebruary 16,

Detroit.

March 10,

Detroit.

May 5,

Detroit.

May 5,

Detroit.

May 18,

Niagara.

The names given arc :

—

Acres.

Joel Stone has about 40

Jacob Earabourg 9

Mr. J. Swan 12

Eev. Mr. Brian. 3
Mrs. Bruce 12

Messrs. McDonell 12

Jos. and the heirs of Dan. Eobertson 5

Lt.-Col. Gray has part of Point Maligne originally

intended for a common for the use of the town

;

he claims of that point 40

Orders how surveys are to be made, - Page 442
Eespecting certain meadows in Carleton Township, Gaspd, with evi-

dence. 445 to 454
Eeport on locations on the south side of the Ottawa Eiver. 455
On the petitions of Thomas and Terence Smith and Joseph White,

for Grenadier Island. 456
Angus Mackintosh to Major Murray. Eeport by a Taway Chief, that

a party of men close to Cahihago had ordered the British traders to

withdraw ; if not, that orders were given to plunder them and even take

their lives. 485
Extract from McKee's journal, that an American ofl&cer with a party

was opening a road across the country to Cayahaga, and had told the

Indians they would be obliged at last to send the English out of the

country by force. 486
Major Murray to Dorchester. Eespecting Deboii ; his arrival ; report

of himself. The precautions taken to prevent him from doing mischief.

His message to the Sakis, which thePottawatomies are to send in, &c. 487
Debon (in French). Note of the route he intends to follow from Detroit

to Quebec. His only purpose in the journey is to satisfy his curiosity.

Dated at Detroit, 8 Api-il. 490
Extract of a letter from Lieut.-Col. Harris, commanding the upper

posts, dated Niagara, 16th May, respecting Debon. 491
A. McKee to Sir John Johnson. Has returned from a tour to collect

the Indians on the south side of the lake—respecting the purchase from
them of land; they are inclined to comply with the wish of Government,
Has dispatched messengers to assemble the Indians in this neighbour-

hood. Fears there will be difficulty with them about lands on the Eiver
Canard. It would not be good policy to force the Indians to remove
from there. Hopes for conipliance on the part of the Governor with
his (McKee's) wishes. Is concerned to find that depredations have been
committed on the Ohio by the Indians; they are chiefly Southern
Indians, but mixed with Shawanese and Miamis. The mischief is so

considerable that it will not be surprising if a force is sent into their

country, although St. Clair has gone to accommodate matters, but it is

doubtful if he can succeed, for reasons given. St. Clair is'going to Post
Vincent where a general meeting is proposed ; the printed copies of the

treaty at Muskingum ci'eate irritation. Debon, a Fi-ench gentleman,
had passed through the Indian country; but his business is not j'-et

known. 480
Debon to Dorchester. Not knowing the Colonial laws, he had

resolved to return to Europe through Canada, to avoid i-eturning by New
Orleans and to see the Province and the Falls of Niagara. Gives an account
of his journey from the Illinois, which he left on the 22nd of February

;

was arrested at Detroit and sent to Fort Erie on the way to Niagara,
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1790.

May 20,

Quebec.

June 5,

Quebec.

June 7,

Quebec.

June 7,

Quebec.

June 7,

Quebec.

June 21,

Quebec.

but prevented from going there till orders are received from him (Dor-
chester). Begs His Lordship to give orders that he may be taken to

Montreal, whence he would go into the United States ; or to Quebec, as

directed. Lord Fitzgerald hospitably received by Don Perry at the
Illinois. Page 492
Memoire (in French). Mgr. Hubert, Bishop of Quebec, to Lord Dor-

chester, respecting the small number of priests; the causes and
remedies. 461
Eeport of the Committee of Council on the complaints made by the

merchants and traders of Michilimakinak against Dease and Ainse, con-

taining a summary of the statements made by Dease and Ainse in

answer to these complaints. (Sent by Dorchester, with his letter of
21st June. No. 36.) 499

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 34). Sends copy of letter from Bishop
Hubert, declining the offer of any priests from Europe. He was told that
the objection to receiving ecclesiastics from the dominions of the House of

Bourbon would probably still be insisted on. Sends written declarations

'

of two young Frenchmen, lately arrived, as to their character and views
in coming to this country. It was reported that the Superior of the

Seminary thinks of employing them there, but Bishop Hubert was told

that would be an evasion of the inhibition against the introduction of
ecclesiastics from the dominions of the House of Bourbon. The Bishop
replied that there was no such intention on the pai-t of the Seminary;
it was only the talk of the town, which he thought it right to

mention. 459
The declarations (in French) referred to in letter, from Jean Thomas

Edouard Pierron de Mondesir and Jean Baptiste Roussel, both dated
18th May, 1790. 473-4t5

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 35.) Encloses further intelligence from
the upper posts. The mischief done by the Indians on the Ohio is so

considei-able that a force to stop it may be expected, though St. Clair,

the Governor, is engaged in effecting another general meeting to settle

diflterences peaceably. The solicitations of the Spaniards to get those
Indians to remove to their side of the Mississippi, and the exertions of
the L^nited States to push settlements to Lake Erie continue. Respect-
ing Debon, a French subject, and his schemes in the interest of France.
Has ordered him to be sent from Niagara into the United States. 477

(Schedule of enclosures ; the correspondence of 16th February, 10th
March, 8th April, and 5th, 16th and 18th May, 1790, aie calendared at

their respective dates.) 479
Dorchester to Grenville. Continuation of the key to certain communi-

cations. - 495

Key 496

10.

il.

12.

13.

14.

Mr. Patterson, a member of the Senate.
Mr. McCormick, a merchant at New York.
Mr. Jay, Chief Justice.

Mr. Telfair, a merchant of Great Britain.

Mr. Scott, a member of the House of Representatives, from
theCountiesofPenn8ylvania,West of the Alleghany Mountains.

15. Mr. Ogden, of New Jersey.

16. Mr. Taylor, Sheriff of the County of Clinton, in the State of
New York.

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 36). Sends report of the Committee of
Council on the conduct of Dease and Ainse, Superintendents of Indian
affairs. The Superintendent General goes West to make inquiries into the
management of the Department, the condition of the Indians, &c. A copy
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1790,

June 21,

Quebec.

June 21,

Quebec.

July 7,

<^uebec.

July 7,

Quebec.

July 7,

Quebec.

July 20,

Quebec.

July 21,

Quebec.

July 21,

Quebec.

of the report has been given to him, so that he may make inquiry regard-

ing the information desired by the Committee. Page 497
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 37). Remonstrances sent to the Indians

on the Ohio for their cruelty to prisoners. Bight escaped prisoners who
came to Detroit have been sent to their friends in the United States

after being supplied with provisions. 504
Same to the same (No. 38). Further respecting counterfeit certificates

of British Plantation Registry and Mediterranean Passes. Information
was obtained from Azariah Pritchard, a half-pay Captain of Rogers'

corps, but it is suspected he is himself concerned in the frauds. The
seizure of the schooner "Fox" may lead to a discovery of Pritchard's

conduct. 505
Letter from Lieut.-Governor Cox, with a deposition concerning the

method of obtaining counterfeit certificates, dated New Carlisle, 3rd
June. 506

Deposition by John Meyers of a counterfeit certificate having been sold

to the United States schooner "Lively" by Azariah Pritchard for

$15. 507
Certificate by Samuel Moss and Warren Cooke of Boston, Mass., that

they purchased counterfeit certificate from Pritchard for their schooner
"Dove," for $15. 509
Dorchester to G-renville (No. 39). Will give up his desire to return

to Europe this season should his presence be required in Quebec. Has
described the condition of the posts and the inefficient state of the

militia in the lower parts of the Province. His efforts to prepare the

minds of the people for the organization of the militia, the only means
for bringing forward the strength of the country for its own preserva-

tion, but even then it must be well supported. Major Beckwith sent to

New York; furnished with instructions to authorize him to speak on
public topics ; the value of his services; his short visits to the United
States do not, however, admit of his following the chain of events or

attending to the different changes to which that Government is still

liable. 516
Instructions to Major Beckwith, dated 27th June, on his going to New

York to urge the maintenance of a good disposition between the two
countries and call attention to the claims of Spain, which affect all the

world, including the United States, 518-521
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 40). Sends state of the Council for

Quebec. Has not been informed of the state of the Councils of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, but shall send the information when
received. 525

List of the Councillors for Quebec, 7th July, 526
Dorchester to Grenville (separate). Dispatches received. 527

Same to the same (No. 41), Sends list of vessels belonging to the

United States furnished with counterfeit passes. The person giving the

information is himself under suspicion of being concerned in this illicit

trade. 529

The list follows, but no name is attached to the paper. 530
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 42)). Sends returns of vessels entered

and cleared.
.

531
Same to the same (No, 43), Submits the wisdom of allowing the

produce of America, of whatever kind, coming by land or inland naviga-

tion to Quebec or Montreal, to be exported under the same regulations

as the produce of the Province; the gain to the Province resulting

from the passage of commodities through the country, and to Great
Britain by the increase of her carrying trade. It might not be advisable



Q. 45—2 STATE PAPERS. 255

1700.

July 26,

Quebec.

Au^st 4,

Whitehall

August 4,

Whitehall.

August 4,

Whitehall.

to open at once these advantages, but to leave to the Governor the

power of extending them. Whilst there should neither be encourage-
ment nor hindrance to the Americans settling to the South of the
lakes and River St. Lawrence, yet their pi-ogress should be watched,
and means taken that all settlements (on the Canadian side) should be
established with justice, moderation and liberalitj^ and that an alliance

should be formed with the Americans, as soon as all things are matured;
their own interest alone can, however, give duration to any of their

engagements. Page 532
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 44). Arrival of a party ofCreek and Chero-

kee Indians accompanied by a Mr. Bowles, who held a commission in the
Maryland loyalists. The party had gone to the Bahamas on the way to

England, but had been advised by Lord Dunmore to come first to Canada
for information and instructions. They also ask for assistance to continue
their journey. Believing their journey to London might occasion trouble,

he had advised them to leave their addresses, which he would forward,

and send them the King's answer. They being averse to this, he thought
it better to let them take their own way; in event of a war with Spain,

their Confederacy might be useful. Their attachment during the war;
their dissatisfaction with Spain. Their chief objects seem to be the obtain-

ing of arms and to be under British protection. Their resentment against
the States might be appeased by more liberal treatment under the King's
protection. 535
The enclosures (9^ in number) consist of two letters from Bowles,

of 7th and 14th July, explaining the object of the mission. 539-543
Answer by Dorchester, undated. 545
Letter from Bowles, 16th Ju\y. 548
Address from the Chiefs of the Creek Nation to the King agreed on

at a Council held on the 7th May, 1789, at the Cussatus in the Lower
Creek. 551
Memorial of the Kings and Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation, to the King,

adopted at the Council held on the 6th Ma}^, 1789, on the banks of the

Chattahooche River near the Cometah Town. 557
Advice given to the party by Lord Dorchester. 562
Letter from Bowles, dated 23rd July, that the party cannot leave the

message to be forwarded. Asks that the party be sent forward. 564
Answer from Dorchester (undated), that he cannot interfere fur-

ther. 567
Grenville to Dorchester (No. 29). Dispatches received. Laments

the depredations committed by fhe Indians on the Ohio and near
Detroit. The embarrassment that may be caused by the Americans
sending a force against them. Hopes that Butler's exertions and the
messages of remonstrance may prove effectual to restrain the Indians.

His (Dorchester's) expected return renders discussion by letter respect-

ing the Indian Department unnecessary. 510
Same to the same (No, 30). Had received information that the

Bishop of Quebec had declined the offer of a supply of priests under the
proposed restrictions, and that the state of the Seminary justifies the
expectation that the service of the Roman Catholic religion in Canada
may be supplied from thence His (Dorchester's) course in intimating
that the objection to the admission of priests from the dominions of the
Bourbons would continue to be insisted on, is approved of, also for his

having discouraged the admission of the two young Frenchmen to the

Seminary. 512
Same to the same (No. 31). Clarke appointed Lieut.-Governor of

Quebec ; he will sail by the packet which carries this letter. He
(Dorchester) may return as soon as Clarke arrives, but trusts that His
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1790.

September 1,

Whitehall.

September 5,

Whitehall.

October 5,

Whitehall.

Lordship may not avail himself of this permission should circumstances
seem to require his continuance in Quebec. Page 514

Grenville to Dorchester (No. 32). The depositions sent lead to strong
suspicions that Azariah Pritchard has been concerned in counterfeiting

certificates of registry. Immediate information to be sent of the result

of the proceedings in the case of the " Fox," so that it may be determined
what steps shall be taken to discourage such practices. 528
Same to the same (No. 33). Sends report of the Lords of Trade ap-

proving of sending out 2,000 bushels of hemp seed, and a dozen sets of
samples of Russian hemp. They also recommend persons being sent

from Eussia, Poland and Livonia, conversant with the growing and
preparing of hemp. The Consuls in these countries have been written
to, so that they might obtain intelligent persons. Bills to be drawn on
the Treasury for the payment of bounties for the cultivation of flax and
hemp. 568

Eeport from the Lords of Trade on the subject of the cultivation of

flax and hemp. 5Y1
Grenville to Dorchester (No. 34). Has received communications from

Beckwith since he returned to New York. Approves of his course with
respect to Bowles and the Indians ; they have not yet arrived. 579

1790.

September
Quebec.

September
Quebec.

September
Quebec.

Letters from Lord Dorchester to Mr. Grenville—1790.

Q. 46-1.

25, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 45). Dispatches received, which he
hopes to answer by the close of navigation and to send the papers rela-

tive to the Jesuit estates. Page 1

25, Same to the same (No. 46). The reasons for his proposal to extend
the privilege of naturalization to foreigners ; the benefit this measure
would be to the Province. Consideration of the clauses necessary and
of the power that should be conferred on Provincial Legislatures in

dealing with this subject. The question of the conversion of the tenure
of lands into free and common soccage referred to a committee; he sees

at present no practical mode for an instantaneous and universal change.
The good effect that would be produced were the Crown to set ',he

example in the seigniory of Sorel, the lands of the Jesuits and other parcels

of the King's domain. At all events, by this step the people would be
emancipated from the continuance of burdens. Has sent the proposed
clause to the Lieut. Governor of New Brunswick for his consideration
and remarks on the local circumstances. 2

Reference of the question of tenure to a Committee of Council. 6

25, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 47). The prospect of a war with Spain
seemed a proper occasion to call on each of the Provinces for its own
defence, so that the troops might be united for general defence. General
orders respecting militia issued for this Province and sent to Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick for consideration. Corps formed for the
militia are the only reinforcement that can be had on a sudden emer-
gency. A certain number always embodied, one-half or one-third to be
discharged annually and replaced from the mass, will be the means of
restoring habits of military service and i-evive a spirit of national
defence. The caution necessary to prepare for the embodiment. The
wisdom of relying on the people for their own defence. The advantage
of a respectable corps near the eastern coast of Nova Scotia and impor-
tance of completing the road to New Brunswick, so that these two Pro-
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vinces could be a mutual support to each other. Intends to withdraw
the companies from the Island of St. John and Cape Breton next sum-
mer. Page 8

General orders for the militia ofthe Province of Quebec, (English.) 12
In French. 15

September 25, Dorchester to Grenville T!^o. (48). Sends certain communications, in
Quebec.

continuation of those in letter No. 27 of 27th May last. 18

The communications which follow are marked :

Supposed 7. That there is the most serious disposition on the part of
the United States Government to effect a perfect understanding with
Great Britain. It is difficult at the present moment to say much of an
alliance, but the United States are entirely unconnected with Spain and
prepared to go into the consideration of the subject. Any speeches in

the Indian country suggesting hostile ideas about the posts are unautho-
rized. Any negotiations should be carried on at the seat of Govern-
ment in the United States. 19

Supposed 1. Madison continues indefatigable in the pursuit of his

jjlan for discriminating duties ; a committee received it coldly. It is

uncertain if the Senate will take it up this Session. Jeiferson is a decided
Eepublican and devoted to French interests. The advocates of discrimi-

nating duties gain ground from the enforcement by Great Britain of the

Navigation Laws. The real object of these gentlemen, however, is to

throw the trade of the States into the hands of France. It is unfortunate
that Jefferson holds his present office, as he cannot be confided in ; Jay
has more liberal sentiments; so have Hamilton and General Knox. The
high character of Hamilton. Jefferson thought to be in great favour
with the President; it is to be hoped that no influence will induce
Washington to neglect the real interest of the country, whatever his

private predilections. The real interest is in a strict neutrality. 21

Supposed 11. The uneasiness caused by the late explanation of the
trading Acts by the Commissioners of Customs. Statement of its preju-

dicial effects on American commerce. 23
Supposed 14. The disorders in France ppparently not yet settled. The

interest attached to land in the Western Territory, apart now settling on
the further bank of the Ohio by emigration from France. This emigra-
tion the French Government has used every means to discourage, and
the dangers from the Indians have been dwelt on ; but the President has
promised protection to these settlers. There is also a large district on the
Mississippi, opposite the Spanish post of St. Louis, of which the Spaniards
are jealous. The idea of the British trading with Spain makes a forcible

impression, and the possession of New Orleans by Britain is one the
Americans feel deeply interested in. The navigation, commerce and
fisheries beyond Cape Horn are important; the dismemberment of the
Spanish Monarchy, and the opening of South American commerce seem
to hurry on an event hitherto considered remote. General Knox would
be eager to promote national friendship and would be a proper man to

command troops to clear away the Spanish posts on the Mississippi,

whilst the British attacked New Orleans. This effected, an American
army could be conducted into Spanish America ; there are now nearly

300,000 souls (Americans) beyond the Alleghany Mountains. Further
discussion of the Spanish question. 24
Supposed 7. Advice as to how negotiations are to be conducted. 31

September 25, Boj'chester to Grenville (No. 49). Sends continuation of communica-
Quebec.

tj^j^g 34
Conversation with " Supposed 7 " respecting the appointment of a

Minister to London ; Indian affairs; arrival of Creek Indians at Halifax,

sent to Quebec, &c. 35

6a—17



258 STATE PAPERS. Q. 46—

1

1790.

Supposed 17. Expected arrival of Lord Dorchester in the States on
his way to Europe. The system of government in the States copied as

closely as circumstances would admit from that of Great Britain. He
(11) looks forward with pleasure to a settlement of all differences, and
that the two countries may shortly be connected by treaties. The
advantage to be derived from British markets. Wishes that the naviga-

tion laws might be relaxed; the importance of this to the States. Page 40
Supposed 1, The last session has lowered Congress in public opinion,

for reasons given. The conduct of the Connecticut delegates has been
uniform and rational ; the measures they proposed. The question of the

seat of Government; likely to be Philadelphia; it is not probable it will

be tixed further South. Question ofa successor to the President had any
accident happened to him ; Jay more likely to succeed than Adams.
Madison's Bill for the discrimination of duties cannot be brought forward
this session. Character of those supporting it in the Senate and their

reasons for it. 42
18. Doubts if there shall be war between Great Britain and Spain.

Conversation on the subject between 18 and 14. 46
18 and 19. Eespecting Indian affairs ; treaties, &c. 48-54
(A note says " 19 is appointed a Brigadier General in the service of

the United States, wore the uniform in public when the treaty was signed
by the President, and has an annual appointment of twelve or fifteen

hundred dollars").

20 Proposes to form a settlement at or near the confluence of the
Mississippi and Missouri Eivers; discusses the project from various
points of view and at some length. 59

Y. Added that an expedition would be sent to the Indian country, but
that it had nothing to do with the posts. 71

September 25, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 50). Sends further communications. 73
Quebec. " Last night " (no date given). "21 sailed for London ; he is much

esteemed by the President, and a man of some knowledge, awkward in

his person and manners, rather self-sufficient and apt to entertain high
notions of his own importance." " 22 will sail to-morrow for London ; this

gentleman not considered to be a man of capacity either in political

or in commercial matters, and it is understood that no salary is annexed
to his employment." 74

September 25, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 51). Sends minutes of Council concern-
Quebec,

jj^g State business, from 18th May to 21st July. 75
Minutes. Eeport of committee on accounts presented to Council on

21st July, with details of proceedings, schedules, &c. 76 to 110
Eeport of a committee on the memorial of Eraser and Young for a

refund of duties paid on rum. The prayer of the memorial was
granted. 110 to 116

Eeport respecting ]')avison and Lees' return of provisions, with pro-

ceedings, evidence, correspondence and tables. 117 to 155
Eeport on the memorial for the erection of a circle and court for the

trial of small causes at Berthier. 156
The petition (in French). 158
Eeport by Committee of the whole Council on the memorial of the

flour manufacturers. Eeport in full with other documents. The report
of the pi-ivate committee relates generally to trade, and discusses the
following questions : 1. Will the trade and navigation of the Empire
gain or lose by the alterations prayed for by the memorialists ? 2.

What will their effects be, if granted, upon the general interests of the
Province ? 3. How far will they operate on the interests of the West
Indian planters ? 4. What diminution will they occasion in the pro-
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vincial revenue, levied under the 14th of His Majestj'- ch. 88 ? 5.

How is the diminution to be made up, and by what authority ?

The answers are detailed, giving extract from the instructions of 1783,
renouncing the right of taxation, account, tables of duties collected,

and other documents, proceedings and correspondence. Page 160 to 281

1789.

December 26,

Michilima-
kinak.

1790.

January 21,

Quebec.

January 27,

Michilima-
kinak.

January 28,

Montreal.

6a-

Letters from Lord Dorchester to Mr. Grenville—1*790.

Q. 46-2.

The following documents relating to Indian affairs from page 395 to

540, were enclosed in Dorchester's letter of 17th October.)
Captaiij J. Parr (60th) to LeMaistre. Eeports the investigation he

had made into complaints by Indians of the bad rum supplied. He had
discovered improper practices on the part of the storekeeper, which
should be prevented. Page 427

Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. The discontents among the Indians
appear extraordinary to all acquainted with the benevolent intentions
toward them. This spirit should actuate all the King's servants, but
before it roaches the Indians it seems wonderfully changed. Discontent
is not usually returned for acts of kindness, and the Indians are certainly
not deficient in gratitude. After the expense in providing for the
Indians there must be some reason for so unnatural an effect being pro-
duced. Calls attention to the violation of the rights of hospitality
toward a few distant and friendly Indians, in disregard of the regula-
tions, and to the refusal to supply the Six Nations at Niagara, in conse-
quence of the absence of the Superintendent, which absence must be
explained. Asks also for an explanation of the slights complained of
by Joseph Brant and David when they were at Niagara. Desires his

(Sir John's) assistance to investigate and remove the evils. There has
been no change in the regulations, nor diminution in the King's bounty.
Calls attention to the abuses in connection with Indian stores, and to

the rules laid down to prevent these. Should Uutler still desire to leave
the service he should sjjeak out, as a suitable person must be in constant
attendance at the post. No absence must be permitted without proper
leave. When the Superintendent at Niagara absented himself, a proper
person should have been substituted and the absence reported. The
positions given Butler and his relations should satisfy him, and the bare
report that he had acquired large tracts of land should pique his honour
to avoid the least appearance of lukewarmness or neglect. The allow-
ance to David (the Mohawk) to be increased from £30 to £45 a year. 395

C. Gautier to Sir John Johnson (in French). Eespecting the charge
by the Indians of supplying them with bad rum and complaining of the
restriction of the supply of coal, &c. 429

Sir John Johnson to Dorchester. Has forwarded to the upper posts
extracts from His Lordship's letter (21st January). His astonishment at

the discontents of the Indians; the efforts he has made to impress them
with a sense of gratitude; regrets he did not commit to writing a few of
their acknowledgements. The work of emissaries to estrange them.
Cannot understand the treatment of the Southern Indians at Niagara

;

explains the csiuse of the agent being absent, and the reason of the
dissatisfaction of Joseph and David. The cause of the dissensions among
the Mohawks. Had not heard of the loan and repayment of goods with
the King's mark on them ; the sale of such goods at a private shop could
only be accounted for by the Indians having disposed of them to the
owner, and that could only have been when they received their goods in

•17i
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1790.

March 2,

Niagara.

March 3,

Niagara.

April 12,

Quebec.

April 15,

Nassau.

May 2,

Niagara,

May 18,

Niagara.

May 20,

Quebec.

bulk to pay for their losses during the war ; but it shows the necessity of

enforcing the regulations. Has never heard Butler say he wished to

quit the service, but is told that he has lately said so. Is pleased that

David's pension is augmented, Sends letter from McKee. Page 404
Street & Butler to Butler. Explain their transactions in the barter

of goods with the Indians, of their loans of goods to Detroit and repay-

ment, &c. 419
Butler to Dorchester. He is more hurt in his feelings than he has

ever before been during his forty years service. The estimate of his

character seems to have changed lately to a feeling of suspicion and
distrust. Defends his conduct during his whole service ; the erroneous
report of his having accumulated a fortune. His desire to continue in

the service till his death. 422
Motz to Sir John Johnson. To ascertain if, as. reported, persons in

the King's service and others are possessed of lands, outside of the lines

in the upper part of the country, and that they hold these by titles

derived from the States, or subjects of the United States. He is to

obtain and send full and special information on the subject. 426
David and Aaron Hill to Sir John Johnson. The Six Nations are

desirous of obtaining the deed for the lands on the Grand Eivei-.

Eeported hostilities in preparation by the Americans. Ask that a
surveyor lay out the boundaries. A number of the Six Nations mean to

move over and ask for provisions. 438
Butler to Sir John Johnson. Has received extract from Dorchester's

letter. In explanation of complaints of the Indians, he says that he
does not know of any uneasiness among the Indians ; that some of the

most distant observed that what they received was not worth coming so

far to get; that the Mississaugas complain of the delay in the payment
of the land bought from them. The disputes amongst the Mohawks
arose from drunken frolics and had been settled. The unexpected
arrival of Western Indians during his absence from Niagara; the com-
manding ofScer could have called on the interpreter and acting store-

keeper to have given the presents. He (Butler) had leave of absence.

Has never heard of any slight to Joseph or David at Niagara. Explains
that Indian presents were deposited at his son's store, which has no
communication with the shop, there being no room for one-fifth of them
in the Indian stores. Sends letter from Street & Butler to explain the

reason of Indian goods with the King's mark being sold at their store.

Defends his own course at some length. 411

Same to Harris. Explains respecting the land transactions, that

Oliver Phelps & Co. had purchased a large tract from the Five Nations
in 1788, and offered part at the same price to some inhabitants of this

place, which offer was accepted. Believing it to be improper, all gave
up the land but Street and Barton. He (Butler) had however got from
Phelps a deed foi- 10,000 acres for relations in New England, with a

promise of 10,000 more. The Indians lately made Sir John Johnson and
himself a present of a tract of land; but Sir John having refused it, he
had done the same. His only object in accepting the present was to be
of benefit to his friends in the States, and Lt.-Col. Hunter told him he
saw no impropriety in his getting lands from Phelps for that pur-

pose. 453
Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. The Indian intelligence sent by

Butler on the 15th April, that hostilities are intended against Oswego
and Niagara, and that the Indians wish to know the boundaries of land

given to them on the Grand Eiver, appears extraordinary. It is not

desirable that the Indians should leave the country; wishes for Butler's

reasons for thinking differently. The description of the boundaries on
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1790.

May 24,

Montreal.

May 26,

Niagara.

May 31,

Qiiebec.

June 17.

the Grand River should be in Butler's hands. Cannot understand the
benefit to the Indians of removal to the Grand River; believes that

those who have obtained grants of land in the Indian country have
originated the report of proposed attacks on Oswego and Niagara, as he
cannot persuade himself the Americans mean to begin war. Precau-
tions should, however, be taken, as it is evident the Indians have been
tampered with. Instructions to thut effect. Butler was wise in desiring

the Five Nations to call in their scattered people to prevent them from
being involved with the Southern Indians. Page 432

Sir John Johnson to Dorchester. Can only think that Butler's reason
for encouraging the Six Nations to remove to the Grand River is to

prevent them from being detached from British interest and to give
them liberty to act in case of necessity; but it is not improbable that

those who may have obtained land from them maybe encouraging them
to abandon their country. Dorchester's sentiments have been commu-
nicated to Butler, and Brant has also received written directions. Butler
and the Six Nations know the extent of the lands ; the enclosed letter

will show the object of the inquiry. Shall take precautions ordered, but
does not apprehend any danger from those threatening; thinks there is

more from Eastern people settled in the neighbourhood of Oswego
and Niagara. The good etfect ofstrengthening Oswego, and to be ready
to arm the militia in case of invasion. 435

Lt.-Col. Harris to LeMaistre. That Butler had shown him a sketch
of a tiact of land to the Eastward of this, which he meant to take up.

He (Harris) had expressed disapprobation, but the business went on
and a deed was obtained from the Indians. Sends letter from Butler
(18th May). The case is as follows : A set of people, called the Niagara
Company, have obtained land in the States near Genesee; there are 14
shares, each consisting of 22,000 acres. The partners are : Lt.-Col.

Butler, Capt. Powell, Lieuts. Johnson and Dockstader, Street, Barton
(from the States, residing when here at Street's); Murphy, the black-

smith ; the lands to be held in other names, under title from Phelps,

Goreham & Co. Believes Street, when he alleged he had gone for his

property, had really gone on this land jobbing business. 451
Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. Though he does not think that the

United States have any hostile designs, yet it is necessary to be prepai-ed.

Oswego to be sti-engthened and arms to be prepared to be issued to the

militia. Return to be made for the arms restored to the loyalists in the

upper country, and what further quantity should be deposited at the

upper posts. Asks his opinion of the advisability of embodying a
battalion of militia in the upper country. Quarrels among the Mohawks
on the Grand River ; fears that an accession of other tribes will renew
these evils. 440
Same to the same. Instructions to him to proceed to the western

parts of the province to investigate:

1. The conduct of the officers of the Indian Department.
2. The true temper and disposition of the Indians.
3. To inquire into the report that persons in the King's service are

obtaining deeds of lands outside of the boundaries settled by the Treaty
of Peace.

4. Respecting ill-founded claims to land and pretended titles within
the boundary line.

5. Generally, to give his aid in all matters interesting to the prosperity

of the Western settlements.

6. To effect a purchase of Indian lands on the north of Lake Erie up
to Lake Huron.
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1790.

June 17,

Quebec.

June 21,

Quebec.

July 21,

Quebec.

September
Lachine.

13,

Y. To investigate the complaints of disbanded rangers settled under
Caldwell near Detroit, in 1784.

8. To give the necessary orders on the spot regarding the Indian
Department, and to report on his return respecting the object of the

instructions, and on all points connected with the security, comfort and
welfare of the loyalists, the advancement of the King's service, and
the prosperity of his subjects in that part of the province.

The instructions enter into details under the different heads. Page 442
Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. In addition to the instructions in

clause 3, he is to investigate reports as to the transactions in Indian lands,

in which it is reported Butler is engaged. 449
T. A. Coffin to the same* Lord Dorchester considers it best to

defer consideration of the reinstatement of Gautier till he (Sir John)
returns. His Lordship suggests that storekeepers should be ap-

pointed, not under control of the agent, who should be held account-

able for all goods received and issued. It seems to be a struggle

on the part of the officers of the Indian Department for liberty to dispose

of public money and effects as they please. The commanding officer of

the post must be made acquainted with the disposal of the stores, for

which his approbation is necessary. All persons having the charge of

public money or effects are subject to examination, and it is unseemly
for the inferior branches of the Indian Department to oppose it. In the

meantime, suspicions of improper practices have gone abroad, which
these officers should be interested in disproving. 455

Continuation from A 46— i of documents attached to the report of

committee on the memorial from manufacturers of flour. 283 to 289
Eeport respecting the disposition of the ancient French re-

cords. 290 to 295

Other subjects referred to committees. 295
Sir John Johnson to Dorchester, Eeport of his investigation in

accordance with the instructions in lett.er of the 17th June, the details

being given for each of the heads of instruction. Papers are enclosed

giving particulars of the information collected. 458
Enclosures, (a.) Conference with the principal Chiefs of the Huron

Confederacy, several Chiefs of the Mohawks, Shawanese and Delawares
being present, held at the Huron village on the 15th August. 470

(b.) Account by William Johnston, interpreter at Niagara for the

Six Nations, of the transactions with respect to the sale of the Indian

lands. 1. Of the Six Nations with Livingston and Benton at Buffalo Creek,

on the 20th October, 1787, (p. 479) ; 2. Eeturn of the Warriors and
conference on the 25th November on the subject of the sale of lands by
some of the young men, which the Chief's were resolved to resist (479).

Meeting at Buffalo Creek in April, to consider a Message from Governor
Clinton, asking them to attend a meeting at Fort Stanwix and report of

subsequent proceedings, transfers of land, &c., in May and June (481 to

490). 479 to 490

(c.) Ealfe Clinch to Sir John Johnson, dated Nassau, 28th August,

1790. Statement relative to the formation of the Niagara Company and
the acquisition of land from the Indians by Street and others. 491

(d.) Joseph Brant to Sir John Johnson, dated at Nassau, 28th August,
Eespecting the purchase of Indian lands by Phelps. 496

(e.) Augustus Jones, dated Nassau, 30th August. That at the Indian

Council at Buffalo Creek in May, 1788, he had warned Butler that a spy
was watching proceedings, and that in the fall of 1788 Butler asked him
if Street had proposed that he (Jones) should go on* a survey to the

Genesee Eiver. What passed with Mr. Street afterwards. 498
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(f.) Substance of a private complaint made by the Chiefs of the Senecas,

on the 24th August (the report dated 25th). They complain of the alien-

ation of land by one Allen, to whom it had been deeded in trust for his

children by a woman of their nation. They complain also that William
Johnston and Timothy Murphy of the Indian Department had been paid
£100 each by Allen for the help they gave him in respect to the
land. Page 500

((/.) Butler to Sir John John Johnson, dated Nassau, 30th August,
giving a detailed account of transactions respecting Indian lands, fz-om

1784, and justifying his course in the Indian Department. 502
(h.) McKee to Sir John Johnson, dated Detroit, 25th May, giving an

account of the Huron Keserve, &e. 512
(i.) Kepbrt of the Council held at Detroit, 19thMay, with the Ottawa,

Chippawa, Pottawatamie and Huron Nations, Major Murray, of the
60th, Indian officers and others. A list is given of those taking part

officially, besides a note that there were present "Officers of the Militia,

Principle Magistrates, and a number of Gentlemen Citizens." The names
of the Chiefs are also given. The council was held respecting the

cession of lands extending to that ceded by the Mississaugas. 516
(k.) McKee to Sir John Johnson, dated Detroit, 13th June. Eeport

from Sandusky that St. Clair had called a council of the Western
Indians to make peace ; that an army was preparing in case of their

refusal, and that the troops would march by different routes and assemble
at the foot of the rapids at the Miami, whence they would proceed to

Detroit. The report has been confirmed. The Indians have been
advised to sit still ; if compelled to retire it will destroy the King's
influence. The Delaware Chiefs report unfriendly designs on the part

of the Spaniards. 523
September 19, McKee to Sir John Johnson. Arrived on the 3rd and has been wait-
Miami ing for the Indians to come with their supplies; they are now on their
*^' '^^

wa}' and will be here in a few days. Sends report from Sandusky
respecting the movements of United States troops, and the intention to

have settlements here and at the Miamis towns, which must materially

affect Detroit and destroy the trade; the Indians must no doubt have to

retire before so formidable a force as is preparing for this service. 530
Eeport referred to above, signed by Obadiah Robins, Nicholas

Weatherholt and August F. Weybeck. 532
September 22, Major Smith, 5th Regiment, to LoMaistre. Gives an account of the
Detroit. thiee men who signed the report forwarded by McKee on the 19th

September (pp. 530-532). He gives additional information as to the
manner in which the United States troops were raised and how they are

supplied with provisions. 538
September 25, Doichester to Grenville (No. 52). Sends minutes of Council con-
Quebec, cerniug the waste lands of the Crown from 18th May to 21st July. 297

Minute, 18th May. Report on application by Messrs. Lorimier
referred to a committee. 208
Report on application from Rend Amable de Boucherville, for an

exchange of land on Lake St. Francis. Petition granted. 298
Report from Land Committee. 301
Journal of the same. Applications on 7th May from loyalists and

others; the names, terms of petitions and recommendation in each case

being given in full. 302 to 306
Continued on the 14th May. 306 to 313
Thesameon the 21st. 313 to 321
Two plans of harbour and town of Kingston follow.

Further report of Land Committee. 322



264 STATE PAPERS. Q. 46—

2

1790.

Journal continued, 25th June. Aj^plications, names, &c., as at

previous dates. Page 323 to 331
Special meeting, 28th June. Eeport on land maps prepared in Sur-

veyor General's otfice. 332 to 339
Further report of the Land Committee on application from James

Tod, of Montreal, for a beach lot on the St. Lawrence, 340 to 343
September 25, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 53). On account of the insufficient evi-
Quebec. dencc against John Hook, alias Smith, and Eachel Hook, alias Smith, on

the charge of murdering John Baldwin ; he has postponed the execution

of the sentence, and recommends John Hook to pardon on condition of

his leaving the country. For reasons stated, has liberated three Indians

charged with murder and kept in gaol since August, 1788. Eespecting
other criminals, who must be released or sent to England for trial, in

consequence of the present state of the law. 344
Proceedings and evidence in the trial of John Hook, alias Smith, and

his wife, held at Johnstown, 3rd September, 1790. 348
September 25, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 54). Indians informed of the King's dis-
Quebec. pleasure at their taking prisoners on the Ohio. The prisoners given

up, have been treated kindly, furnished with provisions and sent back to

Fort Pitt. The Indians not to receive any ransom for them. 3*77

September 25, Same to the same (private). Had understood that Sir John Johnson
Quebec. ^^^g iq ^g Lieut. Governor of Upper Canada. The holding of that office

and of the Superintendency of the Indians b}' the same person is im-
proper. Sir John's desire for leave of absence. The proposal to make
him Colonel of a battalion of militia embodied from the loyalists. Sir

John is disappointed at the failure of his expectations by being reduced
on the conclusion of the peace after his faithful services. The cause of

the disappointment in his military rank is due to him (Dorchester), as

he had been, perhaps, over-cautious in that respect during his first com-
mand. The claim of Sir John superior to those of many who have
obtained higher i-ank than he. His natural dissatisfaction will probably
be shared by the loyalists. Eecommends that he be appointed Ijieut.

Governor of Upper Canada and in command of a battalion of militia, and
that Simcoe should succeed him as Superintendent General of Indian
Affairs, 378

September 25, Same to the Same (private). Continuation of a key to certain corn-
Quebec, munications. 384

Key:— 385
1*7. Mr. Ames, a representative from Massachusetts , who, as a speaker,

is considered to be the rival of Mr. Madison.
18. Mr. Eichard Henr;y Lee, a Senator from Yirginia,

19. Colonel Alexander McGillivray.
20. Mr. Isaac Sherman, holding, or having held, an appointment under

Congress of Surveyor on the part of Connecticut, and having commanded
a regiment in the army of the United States.

21. Colonel Humphreys, aide-de-camp to General Washington during
the war, and secretary for the French Embass}^ after the peace, since

which he has in general lived in the President's family,

22. Mr. Knox, brother to the Secretary at War, appointed Consul for

the port of Dublin.

September 27, Motz to Sir John Johnson. Disapproval by Lord Dorchester of an
Quebec. expression in the instructions to Gauthier, of the Indian Department, to

be communicated to the Indians, which can be construed as a mark of

au unfriendly disposition towards the United States. The instructions

are to be withdrawn and others substituted. The importance of pre-
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1790.

September' 30,

Lachine.

October 10,

Quebec.

October 17,

Quebec.

October 17,

Quebec.

serving peace, not only amongst the Indians themselves, but also between
them and the United States. Fu rther remarks on the instructions. Page 526

(In Dorchester's letter of 17th October.)

Sir John Johnson to Motz. Why he inserted the expression disap-

prov d of in the instructions sent to Gauthier. He shall withdraw these

and substitute others. 529
Documents relating to the suit against Guy Johnson and Taylor &

Forsyth, with a statement of the proceedings in the civil courts, signed

by Jenkiu Williams. 534
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 55). Has received leave of absence, of

which he will take advantage in Spring. 386
Same to the same (No. 56). Eemarks on the Indian Department;

the character of the officers ; the promotion of Butler from being an in-

terpreter to his present position. The abuses in the department, and
the means taken to remedy them, but which, as yet, have had little

effect. The honesty of Sir John Johnson ; the difficulty of reducing
the department to method is shown by the correspondence enclosed. 387

Schedule of correspondence enclosed. (The letters and documents
calendared at their respective dates.) 390

1790.

October 17

Quebec.

October 17,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

Minutes op Council, &c.—1790.

Q. 47-1.

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 57). Sends Minutes of Council on
State business and concerning the waste lands of the Crown, from the

22nd of July to the 25th of August. Page 1

Minutes, dated 25th August. Report on the Jesuit Estates, dated
18th May last and 20th inst., to be deposited in the Council Office;

copies to be prepared and transmitted of this and of other papers

;

access to be given to all persons conceiving themselves to be interested,

and copies furnished to those desirous of obtaining them at their own
charge. All representations to be reported to Lord Dorchester, and an
intimation that they will be heard to be made to each of the Commis-
sioners, to Lord Amherst's agent, to M. Hubert and to any other who
may appear to be intei-ested. 2

RejDort respecting inroads into, and the condition of the Province on the

south side of the St. Lawrence. The proceedings of the committee, in

the form of a journal, are given in full. 3 to 25
Eeport on Pownall's claim to the custody of the Fi-ench records of

the district of Three liivers. 25 to 33
Eeport respecting the circle at La Prairie. (The question of limits.)

33 to 38
Respecting the sale of provisions sent out by Government. 38 to 41
Respecting the taking otf the embargo laid by the Ordinance, chap. 9,

of last session, on articles of provision therein .mentioned. Memorials,
correspondence, &c., in full. It was resolved to open the port. 41 to 45

Respecting amendments to the Ordinance on Militia. 45
Minutes of Council on waste lands of 25th August. Report on the

case of the Messrs. Lorimier, with the proceedings, including evidence,

&c. 47 to 72
General Alured Clarke to Grenville. Had arrived on the 7th ; his

commission as Lieutenant Governor published on the 8th. 73
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 58). Sends reports and plans of the

interior parts of the Province, prepared by the Commanding Engi-
neer. 74
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1790.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

The report is described in the schedule as :
" Copy of a report con-

cerning the several posts and communications from Carleton Island, at.

the head of the River St. Lawrence, to the Falls of St. Mary near Lake
Superior; dated 6th December, 1788." The report gives minute details,

and covers 63 pages. Page 77 to 139

A plan of Torento (Toronto) Harbour, with the proposed town and
part of the setllement, follows page 139, on a scale of one mile to two
inches. Translation of the journal of a survey of part of Lake Ontario,

beginning at Carleton Island and continued along the East and South
shores of the Lake to Niagara, done by H. Laforce, an officer of the

Marine Department, and Lewis Kott^, Assistant Engineer. The journal

covers 47 pages, and extends from the 12th June to the 26th September,
1789. 140 to 186
Journal of a survey of the South and West shores of Lake Erie iu

1789 by Henry Ford, Commander of one of His Majesty's vessels, and
Patrick McNitf, Assistant Surveyor. 187 to 212

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 59). Sends map of part of Canada. 213-

Same to the same (No. 60). Sends information relative to the navi-

gation of Lake Champlain in report of the officer commanding the
armed vessel "Maria," 214
The report, dated off Point au Fer, 12th September, signed John

Steel, and addressed to Captain Barnes, D.Q.M.G-., gives the depth of
water at various points on the lake ; the number of vessels ; the growth
of wheat ; iron manufactured at Otter Creek. Reports that 300 tons of
potash will be manufactured this year. 215
The report is followed by a return of the boats, tonnage and men

employed in the navigation of the lake. 217
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 61). Petitions enclosed, with a schedule

of the same. 218
1. Petition of the merchants of Montreal for the establishment of a

separate Custom House, dated 14th October. Names given. 220
2. From the Judges of the Common Pleas of Quebec, for an allowance

for travelling expenses. 224
3. From the merchants and citizens of Quebec and Montreal, on tho

subject of the proposed Act for the government of Canada. 226
Other petitions in French and English. 230-234-237

1790.

October 24,

Quebec.

Minutes op Council, &c.—1790.

Q. 47-2.

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 62). Sends copies of minutes on State
affairs and Crown lands from 26th August to 8th October. A report
on the Prerogative Court shows that doubts have arisen whether it is

conformable to the requirements of the law. Page 247
Minutes,"8th Oo-tober, General Alured Clarke presents his commission

(given in full) ; takes oaths and his seat. 248
Subjects referred to committees. 251
Petition (in French) of Louis Charles Fouch^, advocate, to be protected

against the injustice done to him in his practice by Judge Rouville. 252
Followed by affidavit. 256
Rel erred to the members from the district of Montreal to take evidence

and report. 260
Report of special committee on bridge over the River du Loup, with

proceedings and evidence. 260
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Eeport of the Committee of the Whole on the report of the above special

committee, with list of rates for tolls. Page 267
Eeport respecting the jurisdiction of the Prerogative Court, with

journal of proceedings. 270
List of records and extracts, made part of the journal. 330
Documents attached :

—

1. Reference to the judges of the Prerogative Court. 332
2. Eeport of Mabane, Dunn and Panet. 334
3. Enclosure in report of the Quebec judges respecting the Preroga-

tive Court. The sub-title is " Des Tutelles et Curatelles." 336
4. Eeference to the Attorney and Solicitor General. 340
5. Letter from Judge Fraser. 342
6. Eeport of Messrs. Gray and Williams (the Attorney and Solicitor

General). 344
Commissions to various legal funtionaries, marked la, 16, 2, 3a, Sby

4, 5. 350 to 361
6 (Ms). Motion by Mabane to translate the heads of the Ordinance

proposed by His Excellency relative to the business of the Prerogative
Court into French. (The heads of the ordinance are given in full.) 362

7. Heads of an ordinance proposed by Allsopp on the 7th February,
1782, for settling intestate estates and declaring the age of majority. 372

8. Message of same dale on the same subject by Haldimand, with
proceedings of the Council thereupon. 374

9 to 14. Various laws under the French regime on the questions before

the committee relating to Tutelles, Curatelles, &c. 381 to 428
Eeport respecting a list of parishes. The repoi-t shows it to be for the

pui-pose of obtaining a census, as it states that the Committee of
the Whole " concur with the special committee as to the measure recom-
mended for obtaining the names of the inhabitants of the principal towns
of Quebec, Three Eivers, Montreal and William Henry." The chairman
of the special committee having stated that the Catholic Bishop had
made a pastoral visitation since their report was made, the Committee
of the Whole recommended that the report be recommitted to the Special

Committee, "Conceiving that by them conferring with the Bishop they
will be more able to concert with him on effectual measures to answer
the end " proposed. 428
The report transmits the proceeJingsof the special committee, with

the following title: "Journal of the proceeding of the Committee of
Council appointed by His Excellency Lord Dorchester the 22nd Fobruarj^
1790, to report a list of parishes, and of all the seigneuries and grants
they comprehend; with returns; and also with returns from every parish
of the names of all males therein of sixteen years and upwards."
Proceedings follow. 431 to 444

Copies of papers read in the order in which they are noted in the
journal. (No. 4 is a list of the parishes with the names of the cur^s in

parallel columns, 449 to 453.). Circulars, forms of returns and other
documents. 445 to 475

Eeports by the Land Committee on applications for lands.

On the application of Nicholas Austin and 254 heads of families, his

associates. 476
"Major Jessup, for land on account of his services. 480^

George Allsopp, for a water lot in Quebec. 481
Antoine Poucher, for an island in Lake St. Francis. 482

October 24, Dorchester to Grenville (No, 63). Sends naval oflficer'e return of vessels
Quebec. inwards and outwards at Quebec. 484
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Minutes of Council cniErLY concerning the Indian Depart-
ment—1790.

Q. 48-1.—Q. 48-2.
1790.

November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 64). Sends Minutes of Council on
Quebec. matters of State from 9th of October to Ist November. They contain

the proceedings in the case of Dease and Ainse, of the Indian Depart-
ment, and the result of the inquiry into the conversion of the present
tenure into free and common soccage. Page 1

Minutes, 20th October. Report on the conversion of the tenures, with
journal of proceedings, from 30th September, The minutes give the
discussions, the reports of the Attorney and Solicitor General, list of

French grants in Canada, with their contents in English acres, and list

of grants in seigniory and roture by the French Crown (84 to

102). 2 to 102

List of emigrants arrived from Scotland by the " British Queen " from
Arisaig. 103

Petition of Miles McDonell on behalf of the families arrived from
the Highlands by the "British Queen." 104

Petition from the families arrived (20, amounting to 90 souls), that

assistance may be given to them to accept the offer of P. L. Panet to

settle on his lands. 105

Ordered that an inquiry be instituted into the character, &c., of the
emigrants, and a report be made of the result. 106
Memorial of German Protestants for leave to assemble in the Court

House for divine worship. 108
Petition (in French) of Mgr. Hubert, Bishop of Quebec, praying that

whatever disposition may be made of the Jesuit Estates a certain por-

lion shall be reserved for missions among the Indians. 109

Minutes, 1st November. Commission for the trial of piracies read
and ordered to be recorded. 115

Eeport respecting the conduct of Dease and Ainse, of the Indian
Department, with the evidence, correspondence, accounts and other
documents relating to the investigation (117 to Q. 48-2, p. 605).

Documents communicated by His Excellency "relative to the promot-
ing of the means of education, as well as to the reference for ascertain-

ing the number of the parishes, &c. ThefoUowingisacopy of the schedule
of the papers

:

1. Letter from Monsieur Plessis, secretary to the superintendent of

the Eomish Church.
2. List of the Eomish clergy.

3. Eeport of the General Hospital of Quebec.
4. Eeport of the General Hospital, Montreal.
5. Eeport of the Hotel Dieu of Quebec.
6. Eeport of the Hotel Dieu, Montreal.
7. Eeport of the Ursuline Nuns of Quebec.
8. Eeport of the Ursuline Nuns, Thiee Elvers.
9. Eeport of the Sisters of the Congregation.

10. Eeportof the Seminai-y of Quebec.
11. Eeport of the Seminary of Montreal.
12. Eeport of the Protestant Schools in the City of Quebec, including

:

Mr. Tanswell's list.

Mr. Keith's list.

Mr. Sergeant's list.

Mr. Jones' list.

Mr. Eraser's list.

Mr. Borrow's list.
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13. Eeport ofthe Protestant Schools in the City of Montreal, including

:

Mr. N'elson's list.

Mr. Fisher's list.

Mr. Owen's list.

Mr. Gunn's list.

14. Eeport of the Protestant schools at Three Eivers.

15. Report of the Protestant schools at William Henry.
16. Eeport of the Protestant clergy in the Province of Quebec.
lY. A list of the salaries of the several schools.

The lists of the Clergy, Communities &c., are minute, giving the

names, ages, places of birth, &c., and in the case of the cur^s, the names
of the parishes which they serve. The seminaries give the names and
ages of the scholars, with the classes, and a sketch of the course of
instruction followed in each. Only part of the Protestant teachers give
the names and ages of the scholars, the others give the numbers only.

The reference and documents. Page 606 to 682
Eeport on the petition of the Seminary of St. Sulpice for a charter for

the foundation of a college, with a plan of the building. The petition

and other documents given in full. 683 to 704
Petition for a charter for a University, referred to Committee of the

Whole. ^ 705
Memorial of Kenelm Chandler that a patent should issue to Lord

Amherst for the estates of the Jesuits, was read. ' 712

1790.

January 7,

New York.

January 27,

London.

February 1,

Penryn.

February 10,

London.

Febniary 20,

Boston.

Miscellaneous Letters and Papers—1790.

Q. 49.

John Foxcroft to Nepean. Has received dispatches by the "Dash

-

wood" packet, which was unable to get into Halifax. Those for Lord
Dorchester sent off by express; has drawn on Mr. Pollock for the

amount. Page 192

Lymburner to Grenville. Sends papers which it would have been
inconvenient to present yesterday. Will wait on him (Grenville) any
day to give such further information as may be required. 182

Enclosed. List of new subjects, proprietors of fiefs and seigniories in

the Province of Quebec. 183
List of the seigniories belonging to the seminaries and other public

bodies or communities. 187
List of old subjects proprietors of fiefs and seigniories in the Province

of Quebec. 189
Gray, master of the " Dashwood," to Captain Eoberts, Falmouth.

Gives an account of his attempt to reach Halifax ; the damage fi'om heavy
weather; his arrival at New York. 193
The merchants trading to Canada ask leave to wait on Grenville

respecting the affairs of the Province. 195
Azariah Pritchard to Motz. Sends counterfeit Mediterranean pass; the

business has been carried on for 18 months and extends as far as Virginia,

to which place he goes to complete investigations. Will4De able in his

next to give full details, unless something unexpected should prevent
this. Had he thought the expenses would have been so heavy here he
would have remained in the Bay of Chaleurs all winter. No snow here.

Prices of various articles. Disputes in the General Assembly of Massa-
chusetts; the next is, whether the thirteen States are to defray the

expenses of an entertainment given to Washington ; a committee has
reported that as Governor Bordwine invited him to dine, it ought not to
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April 7,

New York.

April 10,

Quebec.

April 12 & 17,

Quebec.

April 18,

London.

April 27.

May 18,

Richmond.

be charged to the commonwealth of this State. Hears that Fitch is

Collector at Fort St. John's ; when he has completed his time, hopes that

he (Pritchard) may not lose the berth. 74
(In Dorchester's letter, 10th November).

Major Beckwith to . Dorchester's dispatches sent by the "Antelope"
will explain the objects of his (Beckwith's) mission to New York. Sends
report on such parts of the military system here as may affect the King's
American dominions. The Creek Indians under McGillivray have
attached the attention of the American Government ; their numbers; the

character of their leader irritated at the confiscations of their property;

the extent of his designs. The Creeks too powerful for Georgia, who
had to send for help to the general Government ; unsuccessful negotiations

;

a military force to be sent against them. The military preparations are

stated in detail. His opinion that these may be extended to three
distinct objects: 1. An Indian war. 2. the strengthening the general

Government of the Union by an increase in the military establishment.

3. The being in a condition to undertake offensive war. The latter is

not in immediate contemplation, as he has grounds to believe there is a

wisb to cultivate a connection infinitely important to the genuine interest

of the colony. He intends to i-eturn to Quebec in a few days. 283
Account of contingent disbursements of sundry civil officers, &c., in

the Province of Quebec, from the 10th October, 1789, to date. 338
Ordinances. To prevent the exportation of biscuit, flour, &c. (Eng-

lish, 199; French, 208). 199 to 2i7
For the better preservation and distribution of the ancient French

records. (English, 21S; French, 221). 218 to 223
To form a new district between Quebec and Montreal, &c. (English,

224 ; French, 231). 224 to 237
To prevent the desertion of seamen from the merchant service. (Eng-

lish, 238; French, 240). 238 to 241
To amend the Act for preventing accidents by fire. (English, 242

;

French. 245). 242 to 247
Addition to the Act to regulate inland commerce. (English, 248

;

French, 250). 248 to 251
To secure the toll of the bridge over the Eiver St. Charles. (English,

252 ; French, 256). 252 to 259

To prevent cattle going at large. (English, 260 ; French, 264).
260 to 267

To amend the ordinance regulating the pilotage in the River St.

Lawrence, and for preventing abuses in the harbour of Quebec. (Eng-
lish, 268 ; French, 275). 268 to 282
Memorial of John Wright, late corporal 62nd Regiment, for passage

to Quebec, to enable him to take up lands. 196
Grenville (?) to Simcoe. Has considered the papers from Allen

respecting commercial intercourse between Canada and Vermont, The
wish of this country to promote every degree of friendship and inter-

course with Vermont. The papers shall be transmitted to Dorchester.
If he should report no material objections, Government will readily con-

cur in acceding to the wishes of Vermont. 198
Pritchard to Motz. Has not seen Governor Cox since returning three

days ago. Sends counterfeit registers and passes, made by John Nor-
man, born in London, an engraver and printer. These frauds have been
carried on for two years. Two hundi-ed have been issued ; how he will

prove their efficiency to pass vessels. How he managed in Boston
when he was suspected ; a man named Meirs (Meyers) had done his best

to blow on him ; his character, &c. Enumerates the names of places at

which passes have been issued and sends specimens. 76
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May 31,

Mark Lane.

May —

.

June 25,

Mark Lane.

April 20
to June 29.

July 3,

New Carlisle.

July 6,

War Office.

July 9,

PljTnouth
Barracks.

John Inglis to Grrenville (?). Sends information on the state of the
Indian trade. The merchants have usuall}^ property in the Indian
country equal to two years' returns besides fixed property at the posts

of considerable value. He and Mr, Todd will give additional information

when it is convenient for them to be received. Lieut, Col. de Peyster
can give the best military information ; he is reported to be a sensible

and intelligent oflScer and has served with great reputation. Page 287
Statement of the produce in England of the furs and skins imported

from the Province of Quebec, showing generally from what districts they
are brought, and the eifect the cession of the posts would have on this

trade, &c. The statement is signed by Phyn EUice and Inglis, and of

the same date as the latter (31st May), Account of the posts, furnished

by Captain Schank. The posts described are: 1, Oswegatchie; 2.

Oswego; 3. Niagara; 4. Fort Slosser (Schlosser) ; 5. Fort Erie ; 6,

Presqu'Isle ; 7. The Sandusky and Miami Rivers; 8. Detroit; 9.

Michilimakinak and the Falls of St, Mary, Lake Superior. Part of

these are on the Canadian and part on the United States side. 291
List of ships on the lakes, 295
Answers by Captain Schank and Mr, Inglis to memoranda of Grenville

concerning the posts. 297, 299
Memorandum for Grenville, The ideas of Mathews about the impor1>

ance of the posts and of the necessity of removing 3,000 Canadians into

Upper Canada from Detroit, 300
Eeturn of companies of artillery under Lord Dorchester, 342
John Inglis to Grenville (?), Had supposed that the legislation of the

Legislatures of the States militating against the treaty, by withholding
justice from British subjects, to which they were entitled under it, had
been done away with by the influence of the new Federal Government.
Sends a copy of the Gazette of Georgia, showing that the most obnoxious
of these Acts is still in full force in that State, 302

Notice by the Auditor of the State of Georgia that all persons " in-

debted to merchants and subjects of the Crown of Great Britain prior to

the 4th of May, 1782 " are to " render a due account of the same to this

office without delay, the same being sequestered and confiscated and
appropriated to the use of this State," Those failing to comply with the
notice are to be prosecuted in the manner pointed out by the Act of the

10th of February, 1787, the provisions of which are given in full, 303
Depositions respecting the sale of counterfeit Mediterranean passes :

John Meyers, 24th May; Moss & Cooke, Boston, 20th April; Samuel
Moss, at Carlisle, 2l8t June ; Warren Cooke, same place and date

; Oliver
O'Hara, at Paspebiac, 29th June ; declaration of the same, same
place and date. 61 to 69
Warrant to an-est Pritchard. 70

(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November.)
Cox to Motz. Sends two false registers and a false fishing pass received

from Pritchard on the 9th and 10th of June, Is sorry that Pritchard
has been guilty of great weakness and folly, if not something worse.
(The letter is dated 3rd June, but the correct date is that in the mar-
gin). 79

(In Doi-chester's letter of 10th November.)
Colonel Alured Clai-ke to Nepean, Asks that Grenville write to Dor-

chested on the subject of Captain Cliffe coming to Canada, if the matter
of Skene's Brigade majorship can be kept open for a day or two, 308
Mathews to Nepean. Sends, for Gi-enville's information, remarks on

the upper country and posts in the Province of Quebec, as ascertained
in 1787, when ho was sent by Dorchester to make inquiry respecting
places of embarkation and fit posts on Lakes Ontario and Erie as sub-
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stitutes for the present, in case they should be given up to the United.

States. The report gives a minute account of Niagara, Fort Schlosser,

Fort Erie, Detroit and Michilimakinak, the nearest substitute for the
latter being the Falls of St. Mary. Eeports also on the post of Cataraqui

(now Kingston). The effect on the fur trade of giving up the posts.

Page 309
Abstract of the peltries from the Korth-West and Michilimakinak for

the year 1788. A note says :
" The post of Nipigon not included, the

produce of which sold in Canada for £4,000, Halifax currency". 317
July 22, Captain Skene to Grenville. Had arrived at Crookhaven and for-
Humberstone. -warded dispatches by the General Post Office, whose receipt he encloses,

a severe hurt in his leg preventing him from travelling post to London.
He had left Quebec on the 23rd of June. 318

Eeceipt. 319
July 24 and Condemnation of the "Fox" on the information of O'Hara, Deputy
J"'y27, Collector ofCustoms. Acquittal of Azariah Pritchard on the same, both
^ew Carlisle.

^^^^^^ ^^xe Court of Common Pleas for the district of Gaspd. 56

(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November).
September 8, Message sent by Arthur St. Clair, Governor of United States territory
Fort Pitt. West of the Ohio to the Senecas. That an expedition is to be sent

against the Shawanese, but no harm is meant to them (the Senecas). 102

(In Lord Dorchester's letter of 10th November, No. 74).

September 10, O'Hara, Deputy Collector, to Ainslie. Eeports that the "Fox" and
New Carlisle, her Cargo are condemned. The " Dove " is not yet condemned, for want

of a quorum to form a court. Pritchard has been acquitted by the

jury. The master of the "Dove" in his examination denied all he

stated in his deposition; this probably led to the acquittal of Pritchard;

still suspects he was guilty, for reasons given. Eespecting the costs.

Theft of a large net which had been on board the "Fox," and £14 in

cash, part of what was paid at the sale of the vessel. 52

September 10, Account of the Sale of the schooner "Fox" and her cargo, seized by
New Carlisle. Oliver O'Hara, preventive officer. 58

(In Dorchester's letter of lOtb November).
September 19, St. Clair to Major Murray, or officer commanding at Detroit. To
Marietta. prevent uneasiness as to military preparations he has been desired by

the President to give the fullest assurances of the peaceful disposition

towards Great Britain, and that the expedition is not against his post,

nor any other in possession of the British troops, the sole object being

to chastise and humble some savage tribes, whose depredations have
become intolerable, and whose cruellies are an outrage, not only on the

people of America, but on humanity. Trusts, therefore, that these

savages will meet neither with assistance nor encouragement, and that

he will restrain the traders from inciting the Indians. Sends this by
a private gentleman (Mr. Meigs). 105

(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November, No. 74).
September 19, Message to the Wyandots by St. Clair, similar in terms to that sent to
Muskingum,

the Senecas on the 8th September. 113

(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November, No. 74).
September 24, Franyois Motz to Nepean (?) (in French). His desire to be of assist-

haus^eT ^"^® ^^ forwarding the proposal for the cultivation of flax in the Province
of Quebec. The obstacles in the way of introducing a large number of

families; it would be better to engage a few men to teach the process.

One obstacle is, that at the first public notice of the attempt to engage
families it would in Prussia involve perpetual imprisonment; in Eussia,

slavery in Siberia; the other is the repugnance of German families to

the sea voyage. Is ready, however, to engage. In the interval of the

labour of cultivation he would search for iron ore in summer, prepar-
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September 25,

New Carlisle.

October 14,

Detroit.

October 16,

Detroit.

October 17,

Detroit.

October 18,

Mouth of the
Detroit River.

October 27,

Quebec.

ing reports for Government in the winter. The steps he would take to

secure people ; can sav nothing of the cost of transport, &c. ; the best

time for the people to sail. Page 320
O'Hara to Ainslie. Sends returns from the 10th October, 1789, to the

6th April, 1790, and a copy of proceedings against Pritchard. The
" Dove " not yet condemned, for want of a court to try the case. 60

(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November).
Major Smith to St. Clair. The military preparations mentioned by

him (St. Clair) had caused no uneasiness at this post, nor have the
Indians received either encouragement or assistance in committing
depredations. So far from the traders instigating the Indians to

cruelties, they had saved the lives of Americans; their conduct towards
certain Pennsylvanians, whom they released from the Saginaw Nation
and sent safe home, being an instance of this. lOT
Commanding Officer to . The steps he had taken to warn the

traders to secui-e their property in the Miamis quarter, as it had been
hinted that the Americans would consider snch merchandise a fair

plunder, conceiving the proprietors had instigated the Indians ; he con-

fidently believes their conduct to have been the reverse of this. The
traders run the risk of being plundered by the Indians also. 109

(In Dorchester's letter of the 10th November, No. 74).

Extract of a private letter. The imprudence of settlers fixing them-
selves so far from pi"otection as at the Miamis towns. The ruin to the

trade of this post for the current year, whether the Indians make peace
or not, as the hunting season will be passed either in war or negotiation.

It is supposed the Indians can collect 3,000 or 4,000 ; the Wyandots and
Delawares seem inclined to remain neutral. The Americans under the
command of Colonel Harmar consist of about 3,000 men, nearly one-
third Continentals, the remainder draughts from militia and volunteers
from Kentucky, chiefly mounted. Muskingum " is composed of discon-

tented Continental soldiers and officers, who were attached to the United
States by no other tye but personal regard for the President, considering
themselves as sacrificed by Congress and defrauded even in the sale of
the lands they occupy. Their sentiment towards the Government of the
old States is, I think, the cause of an extreme tenderness towards the
British Government, which attbcts to attribute to the traders only that
encouragement and supply of ammunition to the Indians which, I

believe, they in reality attribute to authority." 116
(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November, No. 74).

McKee to Sir John Johnson. Eeport brought to the Miami Eapids
that a powerful army was on the mat-ch towards the Miamis towns. The
Indians of that neighbourhood are too few to make much opposition, but
they are determined to attempt it, and have asked the assistance of
other nations, who are too much dispersed to be able to collect in a
short time. Elliott sent to watch their progress. The report of nego-
tiations between the Indians and Spaniards in expectation of a war with
Great Britain. The Spanish messages have been sent to all the tribes.

Encloses speeches received by the Indians and forwarded to him. Ill
(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November, No. 74).

Motz to Pritchard. Lord Dorchester is satisfied with his zeal in dis-

covering the fraudulent practice of issuing counterfeit certificates of
British Plantation Registry and Mediterranean passes. The information
it is desirable to obtain on the subject. The necessity for secrecy, so as

to prevent those guilty from eluding punishment. 72
(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November).

6a—18
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November 1, Holland to Dorchester. Asks that steps may be taken to recover the
Quebec.

pi^^^g j^f^ ^-^^ Mapr Desbarres in 1776. Page 167
(In Dorchester's letter of 10th November, No. 76).

November 4, Sir J. Temple to Grenvllle. Has done all in his power to assist Mr.
New York, gtokes in his views concerning the commerce and fisheries of this coun-

try. Sir William Hamilton's plan concerning Milford Haven appears to

have a reasonable prospect of success. Has given Stokes a letter to

Eoach of Nantucket Island. 331
November 6, Samuel Holland to Nepean. Thanks for kindness to his son. But for
Quebec. compensation for part of his losses he would have been much embar-

rassed, as he must recover by law among a lawless crew his property in

New York, New Jersey and Vermont. Has recovered his health to a
certain extent ; his son at present engaged in astronomical observations.

Had hoped that instructions would have been sent to restore him
(Holland) his full salary, as Surveyor-General, and asks his (Nepean's)
influence. 392

November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 65). Sends schedule to serve as an index
Quebec. to the proceedings of Council relative to the estates possessed by the

late Order of Jesuits in Canada. The reports of the Attorney and
Solicitor General of the 18th May and 20th August, give an analysis

of the voluminous reports, &c., of the Commissioners; the representa-

tions received in August show the general sentiment to be that these

estates should not be diverted from public uses ; although there are
different opinions as to how they should be appropriated, the general
wish seems to be that they should be used to promote education;

diff'erent views as to how this should be done. The buildings, gardens
and grounds in different localities should be reserved by the Crown for

public uses ; their churches or chapels should be set apart for Protestant
worship ; the revenues should be applied to compensate the Crown for

the maintenance of the surviving members during their lives and the
maintenance of the necessary missionaries among the Indians. One
part of the buildings at Quebec has been used for barracks, another for

a court house, and as a place of worship for Protestants of the Church
of Scotland. At Quebec the buildings have been used for various pur-
poses; the residue of the buildings and the whole of the estates are in

possession of the surviving members of the Order. The buildings at

Montreal appear to be proper for the residence of the Governor General,
the situation of that city pointing it out as the most eligible for the
ordinary seat of the general Government. Some unsettled lands might
be used to exchange for lands near Montreal for the use of the Governor
General ; the same should be done at Quebec. 1

Schedule of the proceedings and papers in the reference to Council of

the question respecting the estates of the late Order of Jesuits in Can-
ada. The schedule gives the heads of every step taken in the Council,
of which the dates were: In 1787, Slst May, 20th June, 30th October,
1st November, 4th and 27th December. In 1788, 14th May, 30th June,
22nd July. In 1789, 12th March, when the Committee's report was pre-

sented. A list of documents follows, and a summary of the contents of
the volumes containing the reports : 1790, 25th August, 20th October
and 1st November. Schedule covers 15 pages. 6 to 20

November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 66). In December, 1789, he was waited
Quebec. qj^ \^y -^ Hubert and his coadjutor, M. Bailly, attended by some of the

clergy, who stated" thai there was a design by the Canadians to petition
that the Jesuit Estates should be appropriated to the use of the Province,
agreeably to their original destination, and that the remaining Jesuits

were willing to surrender them for that purpose. They (the bishop
and clergy) had been solicited to join in the petition, but though
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impressed with the justice of the claim they decided to consult him
(Dorchester) first. He (Dorchester) declined to express an opinion till

he had the reports of the Attorney and Solicitor General, and next
morning sent word to the bishop that he would communicate to these

gentlemen what had passed. Report that the Jesuits have the design to

dispose clandestine!}^ of the estates; report confirmed by the Bishop;
steps to prevent it. Differences of opinion on the subject of education

between M. Hubert and his coadjutor, M. Bailly. There is a wide breach
between them. He (Dorchester) has tried without effect to reconcile

them. Page 21
November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 67). Sends schedule of proceedings of
Quebec. CounciMn relation to the state of the Church and schools, &c. Elemen-

tary ucadamies should not be omitted, but the establishment of a Univer-
sity in Lower Canada appears to be most proper to give energy,

&c., to the cultivation of the higher branches of science through-

out the British dominions on this continent. Approves of the plan
recommended by the committee. How the university should be
organised and the method by which the inferior schools in Upper
as well as in Lower Canada may be subordinate to Government.
Necessity for a fund to defray the expenses of the whole establish-

ment. Proposes parliamentary regulations for the management
of the schools under the university. The benefit of Mr. Sanguinet's
legacy, should it be declared valid by the court. Little or no advantage
can be derived from the grant of 200 acres for the support of free schools

* in the new districts, until the population increases ; temporaiy aid

is therefore indispensable, and the introduction of masters from Britain

for the free schools till the universitj'^ and subordinate branches can.

supply them. The exclusion of theology from the university is judged
to be necessary to give the greatest degree of advantage to all classes.

The promise of a succession of respectable ministers of religion and pro-

vision to send some of the youth to English universities removes the

chief objection to the restriction. Proposed arrangement for a Pro-
testant ministry in Lower and Upper Canada; missionaries with no
fixed cure would also be of use. Glebes of 400 acres in each township
have been set apart for the support of a clergyman, but the same draw-
back attaches to them as to the 200 acres for schools. The Societies for

the Propagation of the Gospel and of Christian Knowledge might turn
the channel of benevolence, formerly directed to the severed Colonies,

towards those parts of the Continent which remain part of His Majesty's
dominions. 26

Schedule of the proceedings in Council relating to education. 31
The proposed establishment of a Protestant ministry in Lower and

Upper Canada was : 35

Lower Canada.

Quebec, one rector and one assistant.

Montreal, one rector and one assistant.

Three Rivers, one rector.

William Henry, one rector.

St, John's, one rector,

Bei'thier, one rector.

District' of Gasp^, one rector.

Ufjper Canada.

District of Luneburg, two rectors.

District of Mecklenburg, two rectors.

District of Nassau, one rector.

District of Hesse, one rector.
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November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 68). Sends copies of two papers which
Quebec. wei'e in Nepean's letter of 20th August last. As no mention was made

of them, he can only say he does not think them very candid. Page 36

The documents were : 1. An application by Lord Loraine to Pitt on
behalf of George Davison. ST

2. Application by Geoi-ge Davison for the office of Eeceiver General. 40
November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 69). Has received letter from Nepeau
Quebec.

^j ^Yie 20th August, with invoice and bill of lading of goods intended

for the Indians in Canada. There is a mistake, as goods for this purpose-

for 1190 and 1791 were ordered on the 24th of October, 1789, and, with

a few exceptions, arrived in September last. Had sent returns for Par-

liament of the total expense for the Indian Department, exclusive of

provisions, &c., estimates of which were also sent. "What makes the

mistake worse is that the vessel with the goods was driven ashore on
Crane Island ; she was got off and is at Quebec, but he shall defer mak-
ing any demand till he knows the result of the survey, 42

Enclosed. Eequisition, dated 3rd October, for goods to complete the

supplies of Indian presents for 1790 and 1791. 45
Estimate of the expense of the Indian Department for 1790. 46

November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 70). Sends representation of the naval
Quebec. officer of Quebec on the subject of a separate Custom house at Mont-

real. 47
Report, dated 2nd November, by Thomas Faunce, naval officer, op-

posing the petition for a separate Custom house at Montreal, for reasons

given. 48
November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 71). Sends copies of proceedings in the
Quebec. Court of the District of Gasp^ against the schooner " Fox " and Captain

Azariah Pritchard, together with correspondence on the subject. 51

Enclosed. O'Hara to Ainslie, 10th September. Condemnation of the

schooner "Fox," 24th, and acquittal of Pjitchard, 27th July, before the

Coui-t of Common Pleas, Gaspi^ ; account of the sale of the " Fox," 10th

September; O'Hara to Ainslie, 25th September. Depositions regarding

the sale of counterfeit registers by Pritchard, of various dates in April,

May and June ; Motz to Pritchard, 27th October, 1789 ; Pritchard to

Motz, 20th February and 18th May, 1790; and Nicholas Cox to Motz,

3rd July, are calendared at their dates, except the depositions, which are

calendared at June.

November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 72). Arrival of 96 emigrants from
Quebec. Arisaig and Egg ; their application for provisions subsequently modified

to that for boats to carry them to the district of Luneburg, to join

.their friends ; boats gi-anted. The captain of the ship reports that they

left on account of the increase of i-ent, and that the "Ajax" was to

embark 500 more from the islands of Skye and Lewis to North Carolina,

but that it was supposed Government would take charge of them to

settle thetn in the British Provinces. 80

November 10, Same to the same (No. 73). Sends communications received on the
Quebec. 27th and 30th October. 82

Report respecting St. Clair's movements and the policy towards the

Western territories, towards Spain, &c. Offer by a Dutch financier to

open a loan for funding the public debt. Character of Walker, aide-de-

camp to "Washington during the war. ^ 83

7. Character of 23 ; does not approve of part of his conduct. If

whilst in London he has cultivated an intimacy with any other foreign

power he has not been authorized to do so. From the friendship

between him and de la Luzerne, whilst the latter was Minister in the

"United States, he may have visited him more than was prudent. He
denies emphatically that there is any wish for a West Indian Island, but
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the navigation of the Mississippi must be thrown open and the posses-

sion of New Orleans is looked forward to. Questioned as to the popu-
larity of 23 in London ; he (7) believes the report to be correct as to that
and to his intimacy with Fox and Luzerne ; doubts his prudence.
Further remarks on the same subject. Page 88

Continuation.—Eemarks on Spanish affairs ; the dissatisfaction of the
sea-faring people of New England, &c., with the pacification, as their

private pi-ivateej-ing plans were thwarted ; the agricultural interest was
disappointed in the hope of high prices for grain. Other interests dis-

satisfied for reasons given. Spain, in event of a war, might have given
the fi-ee navigation of the Mississippi ; or New Orleans might have been
seized ; or the Spanish monarchy so crippled that the Spanish North
Amei-ican frontier might have been left in a state of imbecility. All

these prospects vanished on the establishment of public tranquillity. 93

7. Advantage to the two countries from an approximation in commer-
cial matters. The people of the United States will be great consumers;
they have a preference for British manufactures, and are in the way of
paying for them. From the interests (mentioned) does not see any
solid grounds of national diffeience, and there is no desire to possess

anything to the northward of the present boundary ; but the navigation
of the Mississippi they (the Americans) must have, and a post, either

New Orleans or somewhere near it. There are two parties almost equally
divided ; one in favour of Fj-ance, the other of Great Britain. The
present state of affairs is favourable to the former, and they are zealeus
to improve the situation. The Americans consider themselves at perfect

liberty towards Spain in any way conducive to their interests, even to

going to war with that power. In answer to Jay when at Madrid, the
Count dAi-anda declared the limits of the Spanish territories in North
America, took a pencil and i-an a line from the head of the navigation of
the river St. Mary to the mussel shoals on the Tennessee River, and
following its course and that of the Ohio down to their junction in the
Mississippi. Settlement between the States of Vermont and New
York. 93

November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 74). Sends additional information from
Quebec. the upper posts, subsequent to that received from New York, of an

intended expedition against the Western Indians. 99
Letters from St. Clair, 8th and 19th September; from the Com-

mandant at Detroit, 14th and 16th October, from the Indian agent at

Detroit, of the 18th October, and extract of a pi-ivate letter from Detroit,

dated the 17th October, are calendared at their respective dates.
November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 75). Sends return of the militia of
Quebec. Upper Canada. The return of the inhabitants of Lower Canada is not

completed. 118
The return of the militia follows, page 122

November 10, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 76). Sends map of the lower part of
Quebec. Canada, with list of the maps, plans, &c., in the Surveyor General's

office. 119
List referred to. 120 to 166

November 10, Motz to Scrope Bernard, M.P. That duplicates of the Council minutes
Quebec. have not been sent; but any clauses may be filled up by reference to

Lord Hawkesbury. Copies of printed documents forwarded. 170
(The printed documents are not with the letter.)

November 10, John Frederick Holland to Nepean. Is employed on astronomical
Que ec.

observations; respecting instruments he requires. Reports of Mac-
kenzie's explorations ; the importance of these ; the obstacles that would
probably bo thrown in his (Holland's) way by the North West company.
The necessity of preserving the territories from foreign encroachments

;
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he understands that Peter Pond is engaged in the United States to form
a company to trade with the Indians in these parts. Page 395

November 11, Dobie & Badgley to Brickwood, Pattle & Co. Send report of the
Montreal. movements of St. Clair, similar to those sent in Dorchester's letter of

10th November (No. 74). Conjectures as to the real meaning of the
expedition. The cargo of the "Atlas," which ran ashore, is to be sold

by public auction to establish a general average. 333
November 20, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 77). Sends continuation of certain
Quebec. communications received on the 17th instant. 172

7. Traders purchasing plunder fiom the Indians. There is no found-
ation for the idea that the Indians have British support, but prudence in

restraining the traders seems dictated at the present critical time. The
action of the French National Assembly respecting the family compact.
The friendship of the United States to Great Britain is not unimportant,

^
and will become more so ; thinks it would be an advantageous measure
to open the West Indian trade. Owing to the rapid increase of Western
settlements the outlet by New Orleans must be obtained. Eemarks on
the Indian policy. With regard to the expected Spanish war, he (7)
does not think it incumbent on the XTnited States to support France in

a war in which she is only an auxiliary, and he believes they are per-

fectly free even if France should go to war as a principal. He believes
that the judiciary will settle the laws between debtors and creditors on
a just basis, so as to remedy the complaints of British traders. The
growing strength of the United States Government; the next census he
believes will show a population of three millions and a-half, so that it

would be an act of wisdom in the Ministers of Great Britain to attach
and connect the United States upon political as well as commercial
considerations. The proposals intended to be made respecting the
Eastern boundaries with the British Provinces had been put off, in the
expectation of Lord Dorchester's visit. The report respecting the
boundaries of Vermont, so far as related to Tsle laMotte, is not accurate.

Discontent in Georgia in consequence of the treaty with the Creek
Indians. The proclamation of the Spanish Governor of East Florida
respecting negroes shows an improving disposition towards the States of
America. 173

November 27, Monk to Grenville. The state of his successor's health will prevent
on on.

^Y^Q possibility of his discharging the duties of the office to which he was
appointed. His own long and faithful services; asks for restoration to

an office it shall be his study to discharge to merit approbation. 328
December 24, Simcoe to Gi'enville. Asks for a canvas house to be used in the

excursions, he must make in his new Government. (It was granted). 337
No date. Eequisition for Indian goods for 1790. 341

State of religion in Canada. This report, with accompanying docu-
ments, was printed in full in report on Archives for 1889. 343 to 353

Various dates. Letters and papers relative to the plan of exploring the North-West
coast of America from Quebec, &c. (The correspondence was printed
in full in report on Archives for 1889. It extends from 14th July, 1789
to 25 July, 1790.) 353 to 391

Letters and Papers relating to the Indians,—1791.

Q. 50-1.
1790.

March 1, LeMaistre to Lt.-Col. Gordon. That orders were given by Hope
Que ec. ^^^ confirmed by Dorchester, that no settlements were to be permitted

within the King's posts. The person mentioned in General Christie's
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October 16,

Glaize

October 17,

Glaize.

October 19,

Detroit.

October 20,

Detroit.

October 23,

Glaize.

October 26,

Detroit.

October 28,

Detroit.

letter is to be ordered to desist from settling. Vigilant attention is to

be paid to prevent anyone from begining a settlement. Page 110
(In Dorchester's letter 14th June, No. 84).

Extract, (no name given). Report by Sharp to Leith, that his houses,

corn, &c., were consumed in the general conflagration ; the Indians

burned their own houses as well as those of the traders. They are col-

lecting from all quarters, but does not think they will be strong enough.
They have compelled the traders to supply them with powder and ball

and have killed their cattle. It is astonishing the alacrity with which
they are assembling to assist their friends. 28

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).

George Sharp to McKee. The American army nine leagues from the

Miamis on the night of the 14th. On the 15th, when he left, a consider-

able part of the property had been saved, but the village had been burned
by the Indians lest it should afford shelter to the enemy. The Americans
had left their cattle behind them ; it is not certain they had any cannon,
nor was their number known ; it cannot be less than 2,000. Kenzie and
Lacelle were to remain near for four days ; they promised to send
intelligence. Godfroy, going to Detroit, will give all information. 27

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).

Major Smith reports that Godfroy believes the Indians to be under
1,000 ; upwards of 1,000 bushels of corn were burned in the town ; the

Indians had allowed the traders to remove their goods and assisted

them ; the Gri Chief had particularly recommended this. One Indian
watching the movements of the Americans had been killed. 28

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).

Major Smith to Le Maistre. Arrival of Godfroy
;
(reports his state-

ments already given), McKee has arrived, bringing copies of the speeches
delivered by Meigs at Sandusky. There is reason to believe the

Spaniards have been tampering with the Indians on the Mississippi, and
belts have been sent to all the Nations hereabouts declaring their inten-

tion to go to war with Great Britain. It is reported that the present
intention of the Indians is to attack the American guard with their

cattle in the night, so that by throwing them into confusion they may
scatter and be easily killed. 30
A statement at the end of the lettei-, reports the attempt of a

Pottawatomie to induce the Indians at the Eiver Raisin to join the

Spaniards, but that he was detected by a trader who knew the language. 32
(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).

M. Elliott to McKee. Two Delawares report a skirmish between
the Indians and Americans on the 20th. An attack by 1,000 light horse-

men defeated, and 300 of them killed. A prisoner reports the American
army to be 2,500 men, with cannon and ordnance stores, and that they
meant to attack Detroit next Spring. The Indians are 1,000 strong.

The Sacks and Foxes had forbidden them to attack the Americans till their

arrival. The Indians in high spirits and confident of success. He pro-

ceeds up the river to hasten the traders to secure their pi-operty and to

get further intelligence. It is reported that one Indian killed 30 Amer-
icans in the action of the 20th. 33

(In Dorchester's letter, of 23rd January, No. 79.)

Details of the fighting at the Miamis Town on the 20th and 22nd
brought by Godefroy. The Indians complain of want of ammunition.
The Indian messenger could not tell if the Americans had cannon. He
saw none. 35

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79.)

Information of Elliott. His journey to watch the movements of the

American army to Miamis Town. Arrival of an Indian messenger for
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November 5,

Detroit.

November 6,

Detroit.

assistance, reporting the action of the 20th. Left the Glaize on the 23rd
and on the same night arrived within 40 miles of the Miamis Towns,
whei-e he met different chiefs who had come for provisions and reported
having driven the Americans into a swamp. The same night runners
arrived with news of a second action ; 500 infantry having advanced
from the swamp, it is supposed to bury the dead. That the Americans
were again defeated with the loss of 200, making a total loss of 500 ; does
not believe the number given of killed to be exaggerated. American
prisoners report that their arniy consisted of no more than 1,500 men,
400 pioneers, pack horsemen and bullock drivers. They had only seven
days' provisions and the flower of the army slain. They intend to

retreat down the Wabash to join St. Clair. Believes now that the
Indians did not exceed 600 and that in both actions not more than 200
were engaged ; the number of Indians killed does not exceed 10, and 15

wounded, most of them slightly ; few of the Americans escaped wounded,
the tomahawk and spear being the weapons used. Many Nations are

surrounding the Americans, waiting an oppoi-tunity to attack them. The
prisoners said that Detroit was the intended object in Spring. Page 37

(In Dorchester's letter of 23j-d January, No. 79).

Major Smith to Le Maistre. Sends information of Blue Jacket, a prin-

cipal warrior of the Shawaneses, giving an account of the retreat of the
American army. Sends substance of his talk, respecting which he asks
orders. Is fearful the Indians will be very pressing for provisions this

winter; asks for instructions. Page 41

The information of Blue Jacket that after it had been determined to

make an attack on the Americans to prevent their retreat, the Ottawas,
owing to the superstition of their conjurors, withdrew, their example
being followed by others, so that the few Shawanese and Miamis left

were unable to carry out the plan and the Americans were allowed to

retreat; that they were retreating in great confusion, having left manj'
wounded and horses behind, and believes they will be obliged to leave

their cannon. 43
Blue Jacket, after recalling the services of the Indians, asks for assist-

ance in men and to send traders. Asks also that the families be clothed

and fed, as they had burned their houses to retard the approach of the

enemy, who make sport of their (the Indian) titles of possession ; cavil

with a Nation for the actions of unauthorised individuals and secretly

aim at destroying the trading post. His Nation has not ceded the coun-
try; some of the naughty young men have made war on the frontiers of
America, because of encroachments beyond the Ohio, but they did so

without the Nation's sanction. " We as a people have made no war, but as

a people we are determined to meet the approaches of an enemy, who
came not to check the insolence of individuals, but with a premeditated
design to root us out of our land, which we and our forefathers and our
children were and are bound as men and Indians to defend, and which
we are determined to do, satisfied we are acting in che cause of justice

and that the lands we hunt on and inhabit are ours, not only by right

but by former treaties, wherein the Ohio was always considered as the
boundary line and to which we have rigidlj'- adhered." The Chiefs ask
for a steady answer, as they wish to know what to expect. 45
Answer by Major Smith, at some length, the material part being that

he must wait for instructions from Quebec. 48
(Smith's letters and enclosures in Dorchester's letter of 23rd January,

No. 79).

Major Smith to LeMaistre. Sends report of Simon Girty, which con-

firms the previous reports of preparations by the Americans ; and that
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Detroit.

Novembers,
Nassau.

November 23,

<^2uebec.

November 24,

Quebec.

December 28,
Montreal.

1791
January 17,

Quebec.

January 17,

Quebec.

the Corn Planter and many of the Five Nations will not be the warmest
allies to G-reat Britain. Page 52
Eeport by Simon Girty of the advance of an army from the United

States to establish forts this fall at the Miamis, Lower Sandusky and
Guyahaga, and next Spring to send troops to take possession of Detroit,

and if they failed they were to raise another army to take it. Officers have
been sent to ascertain how far craft could go up Beaver Creek. Corn
Planter had gone to Philadelphia to consult with Congress about keep-
ing the Five Nations quiet. 53

(The letter from Smith and enclosure in Dorchester's letter of 23rd
January, No. 79).

McKee to SirJohn Johnson. The critical state of the Indians ; though
they have repulsed the Americans they do not think they are adequate
to carry on war without support. If found fault with, they must disperse.

They are inclined to retire beyond the Mississippi. Has recommended
them to I'emain on their own ground till instructions are received from the
Commander-in-Chief and him (Sir John). The Indians from this neigh-

bourhood have sent their chiefs towards the Miamis to support them
in this measure. 55

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).

Joseph Brant to Sir John Johnson. Death of David ; assistance asked
for his widow and family. Report, substantially as in other letters, of

the attack by and defeat of the Americans near the Miamis Villages.

Urges the soundness of the policy of settling the Six Nations on
Canadian territory. Asks for advice as to his course, now that the
enemy is in the country of his allies. 57

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 78). Sends sketch communicated by
Pond of the North Western parts of the continent. It is reported he
has left to seek employment in the United States, of which he is a native,

Mr. Mactavish, who has lately sailed for London, will be able to give
information about Pond's map. 1

Motz to Scrope Bernard. Eespecting three applications for the
exclusive right of manufacturing pot and pearl ashes by a new process.

Doubts as to its efficiency. Encloses letter from Mr. McDonnel, who is

an active young man {and may deserve encouragement should the pro-
ject be found of public utility. 3

Letter of application of same date from A. Macdonnel for patent in

England for the new method of manufacturing pot and pearl ashes. 5
Memorial of the merchants of Montreal, trading to the Indian coun-

try, praying that in event of the posts being given up the Indian
trade may bo left free and the Indian country treated as neutral ground,
for five years, to enable them to collect and withdraw their property. 61

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).
Le Maistre to Lt. Col. Buckeridge. Further respecting the removal

of unauthorised settlers on either side of the River Chazy. The orders to

prevent such settlements are to be repeated frequently. 112
(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No, 84).

Dorchester to the same. Report by Patrick Conroy, J.P., that Ver-
mont means to exercise acts of sovereignty over the King's subjects under
the protection of the posts on Lake Champlain. Doubts the truth of the
reports, as Vermont and the United States have too much good sense to

begin hostilities which must be met. As there is peace and a wish to

centinue it, great prudence and moderation must be observed. Should
the protection of the King's subjects require active interference it must be
conducted with as much mildness as the case may admit of. These
sentiments have repeatedly been inculcated. Should acts of hostilities
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1791.

January 20,

Quebec.

January 20,

Quebec.

January 23,

Quebec.

January 23,

Quebec.

take place, Mr. Conroy as a magistrate and officer of militia must
resist them, and if unequal to defence must give immediate notice to the
superior officers of militia of his own and of the neighbouring district of
Chambly, as well as to the commanding officer of the King's posts. It

is desirable in such cases that the militia of the country should first

stand forward in their own defence, the regular troops being only called

on when the people chiefly interested are inadequate to their own pro-

tection. The importance of relying on themselves, as the King's troops

might be removed for general defence. Constant vigilance and prudence
required, however improbable be the prospect of a beginning of hosti-

lities. Page 113

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Dorchester to Lieut. Col. Gordon and Major Smith. Laments the hostil-

ities between the United States and the Western Indians j it would give

him satisfaction to put an end to these calamities. Great Britain

is at peace with the United States, and there is no power here to

make war, but should Detroit be attacked, such a step would be
a beginning of hostilities and war must be repelled by war.
All the principles have been fully made known to the commanders
of the upper posts. Should any change in the policy of Govern-
ment take place it shall be communicated. Gives credit to the United
States for too much good sense to begin a war with Great Britain, but

prudence requires preparation for any event, however improbable. 66

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd January, No. 79).

Le Maistre to Lieut. Col. Gordon and Major Smith. Copy of letter by
Dorchester to Buckeridge of lYth January (p. 113) sent for their guid-

ance. 117'

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 79). The enclosures give an account
of two actions near the Miamis Towns, between some Western Indians

and a force under Harmar. Sends application from the commanding
officer and Indian Agent at Detroit for assistance to the Indians, and
answer. Sends also memorial from the merchants of Montreal, inter-

ested in the Indian trade; their apprehensions are confirmed by the

official report of Harmai-, from which it appears that the Bi'itish traders

were a principal object of the expedition ; had they fallen into his hands
they would probablj^ have been severely dealt with ; the embarrassment
their complaints would cause, which must come sooner or later unless

prevented by a frontier treaty. The tone of the Act of Congress
on the Indian trade. Even if Detroit be not attacked, its importance will

be diminished, if establishments are formed at the mouth of the Miamis
on Lake Erie, through which the trade passes. Orders to the Comman-
dant at Detroit res])ecting the upper posts repeated to him. Informa-
tion respecting the hostile designs of Spanish emissaries among the

Indians enclosed. 21

Enclosed. Correspondence and other documents in October, Novem-
ber and December, 1790, and January, 1791, calendared at their respec-

tive dates. A schedule of the documents is at pages 24, 25, 26.

Dorchester to Grenville (N0..8O). Sends copy of orders to Briga-

dier General Ogilvie for troops to be moved into New Brunswick and
part of those at Cape Breton and St. John's (P. E. I.) into Nova Scotia.

Two companies left at the former and one at the latter island, so as not to

make too sudden a change, but to accustom the people by degrees to

take some care of themselves. 68
Orders of 3rd January to Ogilvie. 69
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Town, River
Chazy.

February 10,

Quebec.

February 10,

Quebec.

February 10,

Quebec.

February 14,

Quebec.

Conversation: Mr. Hamilton, William Macomb and Lieut. Colonel
Beckwith, respecting Indian Affairs and the dealings of the traders

with the Western Indians, &c. Page 97

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Pliny Moor and William Beaumont. That they had been settled on
the River Chazy between one and two miles South of the boundary be-

tween New York and the Province of Quebec, and about eight miles

from the garrison of Pointe a Per ; they had been warned by the com-
manding officer at Pointe ^ Per to remove, but had been advised by the

Governor of New York to remain. They are in the commission of the

Peace for the County and can take no orders' from the King's officers.

Sends affidavits of notices being served. 130
Depositions by Elnathan JRogers (133) ; William Beaumont (135)

;

Letter from Pliny Moore, with fui-ther depositions (137) ; his own depo-
sition being the first (139); those of Caleb Thomas (142), and Samuel
Ashman (144). 133 to 145

(Letter and depositions in Dorchester's letter 14th June, No. 84).

Motz to Beckwith. Dorchester has received the intimation that the

exertion of his influence with Western Indians to bring about a peace
would be considered in the United States as a friendly act. He laments
the hostilities and it would give him great satisfaction to be instru-

mental in putting an end to them, but he can take no steps without
being authorised by one or other of the contending parties, nor without
being specially informed of their designs, claims and pretensions. 72

(In Dorchester's letter of 19th February, No. 82).

Same to the same. His letters of January received. Dorchester
having no convenient opportunity at this moment of writing to England,
leaves it to him to send direct anything of interest, particularly

if the application for interference with the Indians should lead to any-

thing further. The complaint of reserve towards Mr. M—may be
explained by the discussions with Spain. Another cause has operated
since the peace. Many gentlemen see through the clouds raised with
so much industry to mislead the people, but the general spirit has not been
conciliatory. This disposition is abating on the Atlantic coast, but in

the Western Territory great pains appear to have been taken to keep it

up at its original height. The wisest policy is to leave the States time
to reflect and by their own good sense to find out their true interest. It

is not known here if presents were issued to the Indians at the time of
Harmar's expedition ; but if it was the case, no presents were given
with a hostile intent; no officer of the Indian Department would pre-

sume to act so opposite to his instructions. Course regarding Mr.
Elliott. 73

(In Dorchester's letter of 19th February, No. 82).

Dorchester to Sir John Johnson, His anxiety to secure a cessation of

hostilities between the Western Indians and the United States. In event
of an opportunity offering he is anxious to obtain information as to the
nature and extent of the terms on which the Confederated Nations may
be disposed to establish a general tranquillity. 76

(In Dorchester's letter of 19th February, No. 82).

Same to Buckeridge. No Canadian line ; that was destroyed in the years
'75 and '76 ; there is no frontier. When a frontier treaty shall be formed,

all foreign improvements on the Canadian side will be lost. Those who
complied with the warning will be satisfied ; those who stealthily made
a pitch, as they call it, will probably be punished more than could be
wished by the loss of their time, labour and expense. This is to be
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February 14,

Quebec.

February 19,

Quebec.

February 19,

Quebec.

March 4
Grand River.

March 4,

Grand River.

March 7,

Whitehall.

March 7,

Whitehall.

March 7,

Whitehall.

March 7,

Whitehall

repeated to them from time to time with civility and good humour ; the
matter does not require formality or written orders. Page 118

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, 'No. 84).

Le Maistre to Buckeridge. Eeport that a man was beaten by the
corporal of a party in the vicinity of the King's posts on Lake Cham-
plain, and a house broken open in search of deserters. Care to be taken
that there be no foundation for such reports, and that the people shall

always be treated by the troops in a gentle, friendly manner. Copy of
Dorchester's lettei* of this date, (p. 118) to be given to the officers as a
rule for their conduct. 119

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 81). Sends naval officer's returns of

vessels entered and cleared at Quebec. 70
Same to the same (No. 82). Beckwith has been desired to communi-

cate direct, to pi-event delay. Sends copies of answer to his last dis-

patch, and of orders to the Superintendent General ot Indian Affairs.

Dispatches received by way of Halifax. 71
Extract of a letter from Captain Brant to Sir John Johnson :

" I am
infoi'med that Captain Powel has been tampering with a set of Senecas,
in order to bring some of the Americans on the opposite side of the
Eiver from his house to build Mills on Skeendiogbquade's Creek, which
will not be effected without opposition, as I think half pay officers as
well as those in the service ought rather to prevent than introduce the
Yankees under the nose of a Bi-itish settlement." 128

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Samuel Street to Sir John Johnson (Extract). Explains his connec-
tion with the purchase of the Indian lands in the Genesee country ; the
names of his pai-tners ; his desire to sell off as speedily as possible and
the difficulties in the way. 128

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Grenville to Dorchester (No. 35). In consequence of inquiries in

Eussia and neighbouring cotintries for persons skilled in the cultivation

of hemp, a person has offered himself, and his offer has been accepted
on the terms contained in the paper following. He will probably arrive
in Canada in a few months. Eecommends him to be favourably
received. 7

Conditions made with Mr. Eeichel, who is to take charge of the culture

of hemp. 9

Grenville to Dorchester (No. 36). Dispatches received to be after-

wards particularly noticed. The application of the merchants and flour

manufacturers is under consideration. 11

Same to the same (No. 37). Sends His Majesty's Message to Parlia-

ment on the subject of the proposed division and new constitution of the
Province of Canada, on which a Bill was introduced by Pitt. As soon
as the Bill has passed other important subjects shall be taken up,
among others, those relative to the Estates of the Jesuits, the establish-

ment of a University and a Protestant Ministry in Canada, and the pro-

vision for the judges. Hopes for His Lordship's presence in London
to assist in adjusting various points. The best encouragement for emi-
grants to settle in Canada is the favourable account they may receive
from persons of their own country already settled there. 13

Same to the same (No. 38). Dispatches upon Indian affairs received,

and those containing communications relative to the United States. The
alarming reports of Indian hostilities cause anxiety for fui-ther dispatches.

His Majesty's wish for the conciliation of differences and the establish-

ment of tranquillity in that country ; trusts that every measure may be
taken towards such a desirable end, as the adjustment of the points indis-
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March 19,
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Detroit.
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Quebec.

pute between the United States and the Indians ; it would probably
afford an opening for settling the diflScultiee which have prevented the
cession of the forts. Arrival of the Creek and Cherokee Indians ; their

memorial presented ; their requests relating to hostility against the
United States have met with no encouragement, but they will be grati-

fied in their wish for intercourse with the British Dominions by an
admission to the free ports of the West Indian Islands, supposing that
they should find themselves in a situation to avail themselves of this

indulgence. Page 16
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 83). Desires to have the question set-

tled whether, in the absence of the Commander-in-Chief, the officer

commanding in the Province is authorized to take the command of the
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs. 81

Zeisberger to McKee. That Capt. Pipe had given notice that his peo-
ple (the peacable sect of the Moravian Indians) could not remain in

safety but must remove to a tsafer place. Had asked the chiefs to con-
sult as to the place of abode. Nothing being heard from the Ottawa
chief as to land, he applies to McKee for leave to sit down in a place of
safety, and for a vessel to transport the people and their property from
the South shore of Lake Erie, 246
Second letter, dated Huron River, 26th March, from Zeisberger to

McKee on the same subject. Times had become more dangerous, and
three Indians, who had narrowly escaped, reported that other three had
been killed by the militia at Beaver Creek, and that four or five more
were missing. It is also reported, but not confirmed, that five Tuscarora
families were killed in their hunting cabins. The militia go out in parties,

so that it is not safe. They can move to Sandusky, where a ship could
be sent to take them. 249

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Brant to Sir John Johnson (?). Sends extract of letter from Eev. Mr.
Kirtland, who has been at Philadelphia, asking for his ideas as to a speedy
accommodation being reached. Has had a letter from Ebenezer Allen
from Genesee, who has also been at Philadelphia, written in the same
style as that of Kirtland. Congress would seem to wish for friendship
with the [ndians, and he was told would employ him at high wages.
He will go to Buffalo Creek to sound the Five Nations, so as to know
how to act should he go to the Southward. The application for six miles
of land up the river from its mouth ; seems haid to the Indians to have
to give it back; they will, however, give five miles and a-half, as the six

miles would take in a Seneca Settlement. Hopes that the deed to be given
for the lands to the Indians on the Grand River will be nearly the same
as that given by Haldimand. 153

(In Dorchester's letter of the 14th June, No. 84),

McKee to Sir John Johnson (Extract), Had received instructions and
would proceed to the rapids at the foot of the Miamis, where the
general meetings of Indians are held. The partial treaties are the
source of the present calamities. Has written to Joseph Brant on the
subject; hopes to bring about a general understanding. The necessity
of giving a liberal supply of provisions, owing to the distressed state of
the Indians. If the report of another army preparing to visit the

Indians be true, it will retard the business and widen the breach. 150

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84),

LeMaistre to Major Duff. To send a warning to people settling on
Pike River, within the Canadian boundary, that they are to remove, as no
lands are to be granted there at present, and besides when leave is

granted applications already made must first be considered. Ah they are
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1791.

April 8,

Quebec.

April 14,

Quebec.

April 14,

Quebec.

April 14,

Quebec.

April 24,

Niagara.

April 29,

Miami Rapids

reported to be loyalists they are to be desired to apply for lands to any
of the land boards. Page 109

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

LeMaistreto Lieut. Col. Gordon. Further respecting the removal of

settlers ; the officer at Pointe k Fer was perfectly right not to make use of

violence. They are to be told civilly to remove and warned of the loss

they will sustain if they refuse to obey the warning. Ill
(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Same to the same. Copy of letter from Warren, sent on the 28th
February, respecting a projected settlement by the States near Fort
Erie, has been laid before Lord Dorchester. Such settlements must be
discouraged and prevented, but with civility and good humour. Copy of

letter to the commanding officer at St. John's (14th February, p. 118) is

sent for his guidance. The steps he has taken are approved of. Even
if the Indians are inclined to grant the land in question, it cannot be
suffered to take effect. 120

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Same to the same. Whatever influence may have been used with the
Tuscaroras to dispose of their lands and to remove to Grand Eiver was
without the knowledge or approbation of Government. Suspicions

excited as to the motives of those who are treating the Indians unfairly.

Nothing can be done in the matter till instructions are i-eceived from
His Majesty's Ministers. His (Gordon's) reply approved of ; it is his

(Dorchester's) wish that the Indians should be treated with every mark
of friendship and benevolent attention. 121

(In Dorchester'^ letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Dorchester to the same. In spite of pacific appearances, armed
parties may appear in the Indian country, perhaps near the posts; pre-

parations should be made to meet every event ; not only should the

posts be in a state of defence, but a force should be ready to move out.

How this force should be composed. To send information of the force

that could be marched from Niagara and Detroit respectively, and what
may still be wanting. The gunboats and King's vessels should also be
in readiness. 158
A copy sent to Sir John Johnson on the same day. 160

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Butler to Sir John Johnson (Extract). Had received news that a
party of Chippewas had killed 10 Americans at Cassawago on the
Venango, and had sent threatening messages to the Six Nations. Had
received an invitation to attend a Council at Buffalo Creek ; went with
Brant, but was detained a long time to no purpose. Brant has gone to

Detroit. Sends copy of the American speeches. A son of O'Bale
reported that it was not with one State the Council was to be held, but
that Americans were coming at least one or two from each State to get
the Six Nations to accompany them to the Western Indians in order to

effect a peace. 164
Keport of the Council referred to in preceding letter. 167
Speeches from Timothy Pickering to the Six Nations. 1*72-178

Act to regulate intercourse with the Indian Tribes (No. 33 of 1790). 181
Explanation of the preceding Act. 187
These were included in report of Pickering's speech.
Continuation of Pickering's speech. 193-198
McKee to Sir John Johnson. Has been here for some time to bring the

Indians to a decision on the means to facilitate a favourable termination
to the troubles ; but the preparations and actual hostilities on both sides

seem to widen the breach. Sends speeches received from Muskingum
by the Hurons ; these would have served a good purpose had they not
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1791.

April 30,

Whitehall.

May 5,

WhitehaU.

May 5,

Detroit.

May 6,

Quebec.

been accompanied by reports of the detention of several Indians, who
had gone there to trade; some of these made their escape and are
present, and added to this is the report, confirmed, of the march of
troops to the Indiat country, corroborated by an intei-cepted letter ; the
information that E. Butler is to command is evidence that the force

raised is for service in the Indian country, as he knows it from trading
there. The Indians have taken on the Ohio boats with valuable
plunder. Page 230

Speeches referred to in McKee's preceding letter

:

1. Speech from St. Clair to the Wyandots (undated). 232
2. Speech from the same to the Ottawas, dated at Fort "Washington,

^th October, 1790. 235
3. Another speech by St. Clair to the Ottawas (not dated). 239
Intercepted letter from B. Shamburgh to Capt. Kingsbury, Fort

Washington, 9th April, 1791. Promotions and appointments in United
States ai-my. Gen, E. Butler appointed to command 2,000 levies.

Quarrel between Mitchell and Freeman, the latter of whom was shot at

by Mitchell but not killed ; Mitchell dismissed the service and will

probably be hanged. Other promotions, &c. . 244
(McKee's letter and enclosed documents in Dorchester's letter of 14th

June, No. 84).

Grienville to Dorchester (No. 39). Explains the reasons for sending
an additional supply of Indian goods commented on by him (Dorchester)
in letter 69 (see Q- 49, p. 42). The goods were sent in the prospect of
hostilities with Spain. The accident to them on the passage up the St.

Lawrence is to be regretted, but the accommodation with Spain renders
it less matei-ial. The papers respecting Davison (see letter 68, Q. 49, p.
36) he had never seen till they were received trom His Lordship. 19

Extracts of a letter from Major Smith. Two Americans, named
Choate, brought in prisoners by the Indians, have asked leave to go to
Massachusetts by Montreal. Has given them a pass to Niagara, to wait
orders there. The Moravians have fled from their settlement and set

themselves down on the Western side of the mouth of the Detroit. It is

reported that 1,000 Americans have come up the Muskingum, and that
there was a skirmish between the Indians and 100 Continentals on the
Ohio, in which the latter were defeated, and the boats they were guard-
ing were plundered. The deputy agent is at the foot of the Miami
Eapids with the usual supplies and to inquire into the state of the
present disturbances in the Indian country. 251

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).
Gi-renville to Dorchester (No. 40). Sends note from the Marquis de la

Luzerne respecting inventories of the eflfects of Andrew Granet St.

Sauveur and his deceased wife. 78
Enclosed. Note from de la Luzerne (79), and copy of letter from M. de

Montmorin on the subject (80). 79, 80
Journal (in French) from 9th March to 5th May, entitled: "Journal

de cequi s'est pass^ au mis (Miamis) et h, la Glaisse au Ouias et

Piconus." 221
(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Motz to Beckwith. The tone of 's communications is easily
accounted for from his personal views; his private pursuits in France
naturally tinge them. There is no change in the disposition of the
British Government to establish an amicable connection between the two
countries. How and for what reason jealousies may be aroused and
spread by a few interested individuals. All hasty resolutions are inju-

dicious and favour the ends of those who are stirring a well-meaning
people. It is time that all differences relative to the late treaty should
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May 7,

Quebec.

May 8,

St. John's.

May 9,

Quebec.

May 9,

Quebec.

May 9,

Quebec.

May 12,

Quebec.

May 15,

May 16,

Quebec.

be settled. The whimsical and prejDOsterous reproeentation of Great
Britain in commericial matters. Comparison of her policy with that of
France. The constant recommendations to the Indians to live at peace
with the United States. Page 106

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Report by Capt. Gother Mann R, E., concerning the situation of the
post of St. John's on the River Chambly, the present state of the works
ofdefence already executed there and the new system now proposed. 271

Estimates, giving details. 284, 291
(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 85).

Buckeridge to Le Maistre (?) Sends letter from Mr. Keyes, living at

Burlington Bay, to which he has deferred giving an answer until he is

directed by Lord Dorchester. The place called " Port of Alburgh " is

on Caldwell's Manor and within the post at Dutchman's Point. Letter
enclosed from Keye8,that he had received a commission from the President

of the United States as officer of Customs with directions to establish

the office at the Port of Alburgh, which is within the British garrison.

Desires to know whether the establishment of the office corresponds with
his orders. 146
Motz to Sir John Johnson. Haldimand's promise oflands to the Indians

shall be carried out without diminution. A continuation of settlements

along the borders of Lake Erie may be of general convenience, but no
part of the land promised must on that account be taken from the Indians.

It must be explained to them that such a proposal did not come from
Government; they are to get all the lands promised; should they after-

wards give up any, they must have full compensation. The deed should
be drawn up accoi-ding to their wishes. 156

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Same to the same. That additional supplies will be necessary to

enable the Indians to collect in a sufficient number and to remain in

Council. Brant thinks that they (Congress) are acting deceitfully and
wish to make a tool of him. It is reported that there is an intention

to attack the posts as they did Ticonderaga in '76. Prepai'ations to be
made for defence. Information to be collected so as to determine if

forces should leave Niagara and Detroit and where they should be

stationed. The Indians should communicate fully their opinion on these

points. Oswego is differently situated, but the means of its safety should

be fully considered. 161

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Dorchester to Gordon. The expected approach of an army to the
Indian country and rumours of an intention to surprise the posts, as was
done with Ticonderoga in '76, call for preparation ; should it be necessary
to arm tho gun boats and fong's vessels, he may do so without waiting

for orders. 164
(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Report by Captain Gother Mann, R. E., concerning the defence of Isle

aux Noix and of the system of works adopted and partly executed there

;

the present state of these works and the new designs, with estimates pro-

posed. 256
Estimates giving details of the expenditure. - 265, 267

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 85).

Communication to Beckwith from No. 7, respecting the proposal that

Lord Doi'chester should intervene to effect peace between the United
States and the Indians. 94

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84).

Dorchester to Buckeridge. Approves of his course in taking no notice-

of the letter from Keyes ; had he showed his original commission and
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May 20,

Niagara.

May 20,

Niagara.

May 27,
Niagara.

May 30,

Quebec.

instructions and left certified copies the steps to be taken might have
been considered, but the truth of his statements cannot be admitted, as it

is not to be supposed, without the most positive proof, that the United
States have such hostile intentions. Should the execution ofsuch a step be
attempted his orders are sufficiently full and clear to meet it. Pago 148

Colonel Gordon to LeMaistre. Council of the Six Nations held at

Buffalo Creek; a Colonel Proctor and three other people, one a French-
man, have been present from the United States. They produced volu-

minous papers from Congress, of which copies are sent, as well as copy
of E. Butler's speech ; also copies of letters from Proctor. The Indians
much divided. 202

Letter fi-om E. Butler, sending copy of his speech. Believes Proctor
will, in any event, proceed to the Miami Eiver, &c. 204
Eeport of the Council, with speech of the Farmer's Brother. 205
Letter from Proctor to Gordon, 5th May, 1791. That he is entrusted

with a mission to the Indians now at war with the United States, with
whom the President is anxious to make peace. Chiefs of the Six Nations
when at Philadelphia had promised that headmen would be selected to

accompany such persons as should be sent into the country of those

unfortunate people. The message to the Six Nations, with other docu-
ments, will be handed to him by the Farmer's Brother, who is to wait
on him (Goidon) to receive counsel. Hopes that the motive leading to

the overtures will invite him (Gordon) to assist in so laudable an under-
taking. Asks to be allowed to charter a frigate or one of the vessels to

carry such a number of Indians as may accompany him to Sandu8k3^ 208
A second letter, dated 17th May, gives a summary of the one imme-

diately preceding, which he believed had miscarried. 211
Gordon to Proctor, dated 18th May. Had delayed answering, waiting

for the public papers promised. As these had not come, can only treat

Proctor as a private agent. Would give the Indians the advice best

suited to the present situation of affairs. Is not authorised to freight

any of the vessels on the Lake as requested by him (Proctor). 213
(Gordon's letter of 20th Ma}', and accompanying dociiments to page

213 in Dorchester's letter of 14 June, No. 84).

Butlerto Sir John Johnson. Had been at the Council at Buffalo Creek.
About three weeks ago a Colonel Proctor arrived with a Frenchman named
Houdin, O'Bale and some Senecas. They have brought letters and
other papers from the President and Knox, Secretary at War. Proctor's

instructions are to get the Six Nations to accompany him to the West-
ward, so as to take all these Nations to Fort Washington, on the Ohio,
to meet in Council there, but the speeches are so haughty and inflam-

matory that they cannot be delivered to these Indians, already so much
enrag*>d, without great risk to himself and failure of his object. That
object is not yet concluded with the Six Nations; Cow Killer and some
Senecas have agreed to accompany him. The chiefs from Buffalo Creek
have proposed a Council and are expected to-morrow. Asks leave to go
to Montreal. 215

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84.)

Same to the same. That the Tuscaroras had been advised to remove to

the Grand Eiver by the Indians already settled there (p. 121). Eespect-
ing the proposed settlement of Americans at Skeendioghquade's Creek
(page 123). His astonishment at the censure bestowed on him. Eelies
on him (Sir John) to explain the matter in its true light. 126

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84.)

Le Maistre to the same. An investigation to be made into the truth

of the report that Captain Powell is trying to form a settlement of

6a—19
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1791.

June 2,

Quebec.

June 2,

Quebec.

June 13,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quabec.

people not the King's subjects (page 123). If true, Captain Powell is

to be called on for an explanation of his conduct. Page 124
A similar letter to Gordon of same date. 125
(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84.)

Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. Is not satisfied with the speech of the
l)eputy Agent to the Chiefs of the Six Nations on the 4th of May. He
should have consulted the Commandant, and must do so in all cases

where he has no special instructions. 218
(In Dorchester's letter of 14lh June, No. 84.)

Same to Gordon. The application of Proctor for the hire ot one of

the King's vessels, bas the appearance of an insult. Takes it for granted
that means have been taken to prevent him getting any vessel. The
caution to be observed to guard against the attempted seizure of the

posts, which must include the ships, and of course any other means of
carrying hostile designs into execution. Sends copy of letter to Sir

John Johnson on the conduct of Butler. 219
(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 84.)

Eeport by Captain Gother Mann, E.E., of the state and circumstances
of the posts of Pointe au Fer and Dutchman's Point on Lake Cham-
plain. 295

(In Dorchester's letter of 14th June, No. 85.)

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 84). Further reports from Beckwith
;

does not give the general purport, as Beckwith is to send direct, but only
sends minute of a verbal communication respecting the proposed inter-

ference with the Western Indians, and of an explanation of misrepresen-
tations regarding the conduct of the traders at Detroit. Orders have been
given to discountenance the attempts of the Americans to press forward
to the treaty line. Sends documents relating to transactions at Pointe au
Fer. Application made to know if the establishment of a Custom house
under the authority of Congress, within the King's posts on Lake Cham-
plain, corresponded with his orders ; movements in Congress and military

preparations in the West, &c., require constant vigilance. Appearance of

a Mr. Proctor among the Six Nations, requesting their assistance in settling

a peace to be made at a meeting on the Ohio. Active hostilities carried

on by the Indians all winter against the Western settlements of the

States ; military preparations carried on actively on both sides. Further
hostilities expected ; it is doubtful if the efforts for establishing peace
made by the agent at Detroit will be effectual. The necessity of avoid-

ing everything that may involve them (the British) in the contest, as

the turn of affairs may expose them to the charge of acting deceitfully

to either party. 82

(Enclosures are calendared at their respective dates).

Same to the same (No. 85). Sends plan of communication with Lake
Champlain including the posts of St. John's, Isle au Noix, Pointe au Fer
and Dutchman's Point. The present woiks on that point are all bad in

every sense of the word. (In Series C, Vol. 381, are the original reports

in 1790 and 1791 of the work necessary to be done to put the posts in

order.) 253
Same to the same (No. 86). Sends journals of the Legislative Council

from 14th March to 30th April, with ordinances and observations. Five
bills were not assented to for reasons stated in a separate paper. 298

Minutes. 299 to 334
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1791.

March 14 to

April .30,

Quebec.

April 11,

Quebec.

April 30,

Quebec.

Letters and Papers relating to the Indians.—ITQl.

Q. 50—2.
Continuation of Minutes of the Legislative Council, with proceedings,

votes, divisions, &c. Page 335 to 599

An Act to explain and amend the Act for promoting the Inland Navi-
gation and the trade in the Western Country. (English, 600. French,

608.) 600 to 616
To continue and amend Act respecting the practice of the law in civil

causes (English, 617. French, 622.) 617 to 626
To continue and amend the Act to empower the Commissioners of the

Peace to regulate the Police in the Towns of Quebec and Montreal.
(English, 627. French, 631.) 627 to 634
Act to continue an Act to regulate persons keeping horses and car-

riages for hire, known as Maitres de Poste. (English, 635. French,

636.) 635-636

To prevent obstructions to inland commerce on the death of a Super-
intendent. (English, 637. French, 638.) 637-638

Concerning the building and repairing of churches, parsonage houses
and church 3-ards. (English, 639. French, 644.) 639 to 647
To reward Samuel Hopkins and Angus Macdonell and others for their

invention of two new and improved methods of making pot and pearl

ashes. (English, 648. French, 651.) 648 to 653
Specifications in English and in French. 654-661

Observations by Dorchester on the Acts passed at the last Session of

the Legislative Council. 663
Observations on Bills not assented to. These were : 1. An Act to

amend the Act regulating the fisheries on the St. Lawrence, the Bays of
Gasp^ and Chaleurs, the Island of Bonaventure and the opposite shore
ofPercd. 2. An Act respecting guardians to minors and curators. 3.

An Act to regulate the fees to be taken on land carriages at the Port of
St. John's. 4. To explain and amend the Act for repairing public high-

ways and bridges in the Province of Quebec. 5. Act to repeal certain

clauses of Ordinance concerning advocates, attorneys, solicitors and
notaries, and for the more easy collection of His Majesty's revenues. 668
Memorial from the merchants and residents in Quebec, praying that

assent be not given to the Act respecting guardians and curators. 671

June 14,

Quebec.

No date.

1790.

August 20,

Quebec.

Papers Eelatinq to the Jesuit Estates in Canada—1790.

Q. 50—A.
Eeport by Alexander Gray, Attorney General, and Jenkin Williams,

Solicitor General, giving a digest or analysis of the contents of the
papers enumerated in the reference to the Committe of the Whole
Council to report the course remaining to be taken for fulfilling His
Majesty's order of 18th August, 1786, relating to the Es^^ates of the
Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. The report gives an
analysis of their titles to the estates held as fiefs and seigniories, and en
roture, &c. The report takes up this volume of 195 pages.

1790,

Jesuit Estates (Quebec)—1790.

Q. 50—B.
A general statement of the estates that were of the late Eeligioufi

Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec, Lower Canada, 1790.
Covers 168 pages.

6a—19^
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1790.
Title Deeds, Jesuit Estates—1790.

Q. 50-C.

This volume contains 287 pages. Q. 50

—

D., being a duplicate was
not copied.

Title Deeds, Jesuit Estates—1790.

Q. 50—E.
This volume contains a copy of the titles collated, covering 155

pages.

Jesuit Estates (Quebec)—1781.

Q. 50—F.
Aveu et denombrement to the French Intendant in 1733, and another

to General Haldimand, 1781.

Jesuit Estates—1790.

Q. 50—a 1 and 2.

Continuation of the analysis or digest by the Attorney and Solicitor-

General of the titles of the estates of the late Order of Jesuits in th&

Province of Quebec. The two volumes contain in all 570 pages.

Jesuit Estates—1790.

Q. 50—H.
1787

December 29, Patent or commission of investigation respecting the Jesuit Estates^

pursuant to the King's Order in Council of the 18th August, 1786,

on Lord Amherst's petition.

George the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c.

To our loving subjects Kenelm Chandler, Thomas Scott, John Coffin,

Elzeard Taschereau, Jean Antoine Panet, George Lawes, James McGill,

Quinson de St. Ours and Jean Hertel de Eouville, Esquires, Greeting:

We being moved concerning the Lands and Estates now belonging to

us, and heretofore held and claimed in Our Province of Quebec by a
certain religious community known by the name of the order of Jesuits

and for our giving or granting parcel or parcels of the said Lands and
Estates to our trusty and well beloved subject Jeffery Lord Amherst his

heirs and assigns, and being desirous before the Gift and Grant thereof

be made in manner aforesaid to be ascertained in due form of law, what
Lands and Estates were held, possessed and claimed by the said order

of Jesuits within the said Province and the manner and way by which
they acquired the same and what portions and Parts thereof have been

by them aliened and exchanged and what parts or portions therefore

are now vested in Us and may by Us be legally given and granted in

the manner above mentioned, and We being also desirous to be fully

apprized of the nature and quality of the said Lands and the present

Titles by which they are possessed, their present value, the nature and
extent of the Eight of Seigniory, the nature of the tenures by which
they are holden, their exact local Situation, the state of their Culture
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Quebec.

and population and whether any and what claims are made by the heirs

of the donors of such parts of the Lands as were given to the said

Eeligious Order by private persons.

We have therefore appointed and given Commission to, and by these

presents do appoint and grant Commission to you the said Kenelm
Chandler, Thomas Scott, John Coffin, Gabriel Elzeard Taschereau, Jean
Antoine Panet, George Lawes, James McGill, Quinson de St. Ours and
Jean Hertel de Rouville, Esquires, or any three of you, without delay to

make Investigation on all and every the particulars before mentioned by
all lawful ways and means in your power, and We command that you
certify what you cause to be done respecting the same by virtue hereof
under your hands and seals to the Governor of Our said Province, or

the Governor or Commander in Chief thereof for the time being. In
Testimony whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made
Patent and the Great Seal of Our said Province to be thereunto affixed.

Witness our Trusty and Well beloved Guy Lord Dorchester, Our
Captain General and Governor in Chief of Our said Province at Our
Castle of Saint Lewis at Quebec, the Twenty-ninth day of December in

the Twenty-eighth year of Our Reign and the year of Our Lord One
thousand seven hundred and Eighty-seven.

DORCHESTER.
By His Excellency's Command.

GEO. POVVNALL, Secretary.

General abstract ofthe Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order
of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec,
The abstract gives the name of the Seigniory, a statement of the

titles, the contents of the Seigniory, motives and conditions of the grants.

Commissioners' opinion on the parts now vested in His Majesty, is

given, with observations.

Minutes of Council and Papers Relating to Indian Affairs—1791,

Q. 51—1.
1791.

^
r^Htl^' Dorchester to Grenville (No. 87). Sends minutes of Council on

matters of State from the 2nd November, 1790, to the 31st March, 1791,

and concerning Crown Lands from 9th October, 1790, to 5th March,
1791. Page 1

Minutes, 15th Novembei'. Report on expiring laws. 2

An application from Alexander Wilson to be admitted to faith and
homage, with documents. 4

Petitions and memorials read. 13

18th November. Report on the Circle of LaPrairie, with apian of its

proposed limits. 16

Committee appointed on complaints of William and Thomas Taylor. 19

4th January. Report on emigration from Scotland, with corres-

pondence. 23
Provincial accounts for the year ending 10th October, 1790, with pro-

ceedings and schedule. 36
Memorials, &c., referred to committees. 69
Report of the Committee on Inland Commerce and Navigation, with

proceedings from 2nd December, correspondence, &c. 74
References to committees. 125
Reports respecting the French records

;
proposed removal of certain

of them from Quebec to Three Rivers. 127
Respecting the condition of those at Montreal, with lists. 128
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Same of those at Three Kivers. Page 156
5th January. Further respecting the French records. 160
Eeport on the petition from Three Eivers, and the object of police

generally. 164
Petition (in French). 166
Consideration of reports deferred. 181
Several memorials referred for examination. 183
Eeport, 11th February, on the complaints of William and Thomas

Taylor, with proceedings of committee. 188

Eeport on expiring ordinances. 196

Minutes, 5th March. Petition from the Circle of Kainouraska laid

over. Eeport on Prerogative Court Jurisdiction. 202
Same, Slst March. Proceedings in the case of Taylor's complaint. 229
Eeport on the petition of Genevieve Le Blond, with proceedings.

Claim to a lot on Mount Carmel. 230
Eeport concerning the building and repairing of churches, &c., with

proceedings. Proposed acts and other documents. 246 to 343
Minutes concerning waste lands beginning, 15th November, 1790.

Eeport on the claim of Messrs. Curot to Grande Isle opposite Cataraqui
(Wolfe Island). 345
Eeport on the progress made in the Surveyor General's office to-

wards the preparation of plans of the Province, with correspondence and.

list of plans. 349
Eeport ofthe Land Committee on a report from the Land Board of Lune-

burg, with Surveyor General's remarks and other papers. 360 to 386

Minutes of Council and Papers relating to Indian Affairs, 1791.

Q. 51-2.

Continuation of the report of the Land Committee. Business proposed
to be done by the Surveyor General's Department for the ensuing season.

For Luneburg. Page 387
For Mecklenburg. 388
For Nassau. 389
List of expenses to be incurred. 390
Concerning two new townships to be laid out at the back of Cornwall

and Charlottenburg. 400
Eeport respecting claims of rangers and loyalists in Hesse. (The

names are given, beginning at page 405). 400
Further proceedings of the Committee, including the decisions on

applications for lands, giving the names and reasons for the decisions.

(These begin at page 417). 407 to 444
February. Proceedings at Philadelphia in December, 1790, and January and

February, 1791, with three chiefs of the Seneca Nation. 700 to 753
(In Doi'chester's letter of Ist July, No. 95).

^P"^ •!' „ Another speech fj-om Pickering to the Six Nations, on the same
Wyoming, Fa.

g^bje^.^ ^g was discussed on the 17th April. 769 to 772
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st July, No. 95).

Anril 17, Speech of Pickering, on behalf of the United States, to the Six Nations,
Wyoming, Pa. inviting them to a Council at the Painted Post, for the consideration of

pacific measures. 761 to 764
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st July, No. 95).

Ajpril 23, Speech of St. Clair to the Senecas, inviting them to join him against
Pittsburg.

^i^g Western Indians. 764 to 768
(In Dorchester's letter of Ist July, No. 95).
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1791.

May 20,

Detroit.

May 24,

Niagara.

May 30,

Miamis.J

June 4,

Miami 8.

June 4,

Foot of the
Rapids.

June 5,

Detroit.

June 8,

Detroit.

June 1),

Buffalo Creek.

June 11,

Niagara.

Page 695

Extracts of a letter (in French), but the name of the writer not given.

That a letter from Kahokia, signed Le Vallier, has been sent to Dubois,
a surveyor, desiring him to go to VArise a la Graisse to lay out farms.

The Indians az-e collecting in great numbers at the Miamis, among them
Brant with 30 men, Hurons and Indians from the Saginaw. Americans,
it is reported, were to march on the loth instant; the Indians at the

first news are to go to meet them. The traders have returned with
their goods; there are nearly two thousand Indians at the Miamis for

the last 8 or 10 days.
~

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd June, No. 94j.

Proceedings with the chiefs of the Six Nations, relative to the pro-

posals ot Proctor, Pickering and St. Clair, on behalf of the United States,

with the answer of the Commandant (Colonel Gordon). 754 to 760
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st July, No. 95).

McKee to Major Smith. Had sent Elliot to Detroit to prevent the

Indians expected to pass there from being too troublesome. Will wait

till it is time to distribute the usual presents. Nothing further of the

late alarm at the Miamis, so expects the chiefs down. A prisoner

reports that the Indians are to be called to a Council at Fort Wash-
ington. Proctor is on the way to meet them ; if they do not come an
army of 5,000 men is i-eady to march against them. Will send the

result of the meeting to bo held here. 734
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st July, No. 95).

Same to the same. A deputation of Chiefs from the Glaize reports the

march of an army advancing into their country. The Indians here have
determined to move towards the Miamis Towns and wait the event; if

the report be authentic something important must happen in the next
few days. Report that Proctor was seen near the Glaize, asking for

him (MeKee), but that is some time ago, and nothing more has been
heard of him. The Indians now appear to be unanimous in the resolu-

tion to defend their country. 785
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st July, No. 95).

Joseph Brant to Sir John Johnson. His disappointment at not meet-
ing the United States Commissioner, as matters might have been settled.

Prospect of further hostilities; is determined to join the Western In-

dians in defence of their country. Recommends his family to pro-

tection. 782
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st July, No. 95).

Major Smith to General Clarke. Elliot is just arrived with report of

an army of the United States being close on the Miamis Towns. About
200 warriors have passed here within these few daj'^s. Elliot believes the

Indians, when collected, will number 2,500 fighting men. 783
(In Dorchester's letter of Ist July, No. 95).

Journal (in French) of occurrences in the Indian country and at

the post. 787
Proceedings of a meeting with the Six Nations on the 8th and 9th of

June, in consequence of a message from Niagara. 773 to 776
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st July, No. 95).

Gordon to Joseph Brant. Is glad to hear of his health. Is at a loss

to undei-stand the intentions of the Americans. Whilst assembling
councils to settle peace, the Six Nations have received a message from
St. Clair to take up arms against the Western Indians. Can the Amer-
icans believe the Indians can be duped by such shallow artifices ? They
saw the matter in its proper light and treated the invitation with con-

tempt. The different Commissioners have cautiously avoided applying
for British interference, wishing to impress the Indians with their (the

Commissioners') importance. This is not the way to proceed. Had
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1791.

June 13,

Niagara.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 14,

Quebec.

June 15,

Caldwell'i

Manor.

June 20,

Montreal.

June 21,

Quebec.

they applied to the British Government to bring about a peace on equi-

table tetms he believes it might have been accomplished long before
this time. Hopes they will adopt this mode, and that peace, so much to

be desired, may be permanently settled. Page 777
(In Dorchester's letter of Ist July, No. 95.)

Butler to Sir John Johnson. That precautions should be taken to

guard against the worst, as the Americans, under pretext of one object,

maj be aiming at the posts, and their attempt to draw the attention of
the Six Nations in anothor direction gives reason to believe this and the
smallest pretext may be used to make the attempt. Should the Indians
be defeated and fly to the posts for shelter, or should even the accus-

tomed supplies be continued to the Indians, either would be made a han-
dle of. Has sent out messengers for information. Precautions to be
taken should there be further reason to think the Americans aim at

this post and OsM^ego. The returns of Militia will show the reliance to

be placed on them. The Indians (with a few exceptions) are firmly
attached ; means to be used to keep them so. Has already brought back
the scattering Senecas. 779

(In Dorchester's letter of Ist July, No. 95).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 88). Sends state of the Council. 44-i

State of the Council on the 1st of May, 1791. 445
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 89), Sends petition against a change of

tenure, which was signed by few but the framers and their immediate
adherents. Sends remarks by Mr. Bedard, one of the directors of the
Seminary, against a change. 446

Petition (English 448 ; French 454). 448 to 461
Observations by Charles de Lanaudiere on the proposed change (Eng-

lish 461 ; French 466). 461 to 470
Observations (anonymous) on the proposed change, dated in London,

in support of a change of tenure (English 470 ; French 472). 470 to 474
Observations by Eeverend T. Bedard on the proposed change of the

tenure. (English 475 ; French 506). An elaborate account of the
system of ieudal tenures. 475 to 535
The documents accompanying Lord Dorchestet 's letter. No. 89, from

p. 448 to 535, were published by authority in the official Gazette, in both
languages.

Conroy to Gordon. Encloses a warrant sent by Governor Chittenden
of Vermont to call a meeting here. Hitherto no meeting called within
the posts by authority of the States has been allowed by Government.
Asks for instructions. 691
Warrant signed by Chittenden, Governor of Vermont, enclosed. 692

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd June, No. 94).

Lt.-Col. Harris to LeMaistre. Enncloses correspondence handed to

him by Capt. Gordon. Has written to Gordon that Conroy has done
right to discourage the meeting, but asks the same question as Conroy:
If the settlers attempt to meet, what is he to do ? 690

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 90). Had appointed a Committee of

Meichants to ascertain the amount of the "General average" on the loss

of the "Atlas," so as to ascertain the proportion for which Government
is liable. The papers, 1 to 5, show the proceedings and the proportion due
by Government for which a warrant has issued. The Commissary and
Sto e-keeper General have been ordered to take charge of the goods to

prevent further loss. Papers 6 and 7 show how the goods were landed
and the method proposed for their recovery. They have been landed,

dried and 'Uoi-ed at an expense shown in paper marked 8. The woollens
and scarlet cloth have been stained ; the cause will be exj)lained to the

ndians when the goods are distributed. 536
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1791.

June 21,

Quebec.

June 21,

Quebec.

June 23,

Quebec.

June 23,

Quebec.

June 25,

Quebec.

July 1,

Quebec.

1701.

April 30.

Fort Hannar.

The papers referred to (ISTo. 1 to 8). Page 539 to 560
Dorchoster to G-renville (No. 91). Sends requisition for goods for

presents to the Indians. The demand has been deferred till the state

of the goods by the "Atlas " had been ascertained. 561
Requisition. 562
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 92). In consequence of reports that

goods of inferior quality for the Indians were charged at the same price

as those of the best quality, he has appointed a larger Board of Survey
than usual, to make a thorough examination of the whole question of

goods for the Indians. The report shows that the rumours were not
altogether unfounded. Remarks on the suitableness of the goods for

the purpose intended. Report sent to Sir John Johnson for his remarks,
which are enclosed, together with those of Goddard, Storekeeper Gen-
eral, and of Dobie, merchant. 563

Journal of proceedings of the Board upon Indian presents, including

680,

warrant, invoices, discussions, &c.

Letter to Sir John Johnson, and his answer,
Remarks by James S. Goddard.
Remarks by Richard Dobie.
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 93). Has named Commissioners for

building and repair of churches, &c.

The Commission.
Rumours received of some of the King's

566
681
682
683
the

685
686

Dorchester to Harris. Rumours received of some of the King's sub-
jects in the vicinity of Lake Champlain being called to attend illegal

meetings. They are to be warned of the consequences, and that all who
do not acknowledge the King's authoritj'- are to remove to a consider-
able distance fiom his posts. How these orders are to be carried
out.

^
693

(In Dorchester's letter of 23rd June, No. 94).
Same to Grenville (No. 94). Encloses further correspondence respect-

ing the disputes on the frontier on Lake Champlain. (See Q. 50,

p. 82.) 688
(Correspondence of 15th, 20th and 23rd June and 20th May at the

respective dates of the letters).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 95). Sends further intelligence from
Niagara and Detroit respecting the Western Country. 696

(Enclosures calendared at their respective dates).

Minutes op Council and Miscellaneous Papers—1791.

Q. 52.

Message from St. Clair to the Delawares. Expresses sorrow for the
murder of some of the Delawares at Beaver Creek. The President is

very angry; it has happened at a time when peace might have been
obtained. Complains that word was not sent when parties of bad
Indians were setting out. The agreement to deliver up the guilty has
not been kept and the revenge for the murder of the Indians makes it

more difficult to punish the guilty white men. The warning that was
sent to the Delawares when the Shawanese and Miamis forced on war,
that they should keep at a distance from them, as the United States did
not wish to do them (the Delawares) any harm. An offer of peace has
been again made to these nations. If they will take it, all may be well, if

not he advises the Delawares to sit still at home. If the Shawanese and
Miamis are for peace they will come to Fort Washington ; if the
friends of the Delawai-es killed come there also they will be satisfied for

what they were robbed of Page 244
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1791.

May 21,

Nassau.

April 15,

Grand Glaize.

date, is to

June 20,

Foot of the
Miamis
Rapids.

June 23,

Miamis
Rapids.

June 24,

Detroit.

a similar

Page 247
Message to the Wyandots, of the same

effect.

(In Dorchester's letter of Ist August,No. 100).

Eeturn of the Ist, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of Nassau Militia. 196
A return, dated 8th June, entitled '' Eeturn of the Detroit Militia fit

for active service, who can be draughted without injury to the necessary
agriculture of the settlement, with the number that can move as

Cavalry." 197
(The returns in Dorchester's letter of 27th July, JSTo. 98).

to McKee. The party of Americans, 700 horse, about 10
days ago surprised in the night and destroyed the Ouias and Kikapoos,
killed 40 men and carried off 30 women and children. Five hundred
Indians of these towns, who had been at the Council, pursued the
Americans to recover their women and children, but it is not known if

they have been able to join them. It is supposed Clark commanded
the party. The Indians are not cast down, but have determined to

defend their country to the last. 2 13

(In Dorchester's letter of Ist August, No. 100).
McKee to Sir John Johnson. Had come here to be informed of the

terms on which the troubles between the Indians and United States
could be terminated. The continual alarms had prevented him from
detaining the chiefs for deliberation, although more warriors had passed
than he had conceived could be collected in so short a time. The
number tbat has gone in answer to the summons of the Shawanese and
Miamis amounts to 1,057 fighting men, which, added to those of the
Miamis Towns, &c., will amount to nearly 2,000. The American army,
of 600 or 700 horse, had retired after having destroyed a village on the
Wabash and taken or killed the old men, women and children left

behind. As fhe pacific intentions of the American States are introduced
in this manner so very early in the season, he fears all proposals for

peace will be vain, but he shall assemble all the chiefs he can collect and
endeavour to fulfil His Lordship's orders. In answer to the question,

his opinion is that in event of the approach of an army, the post of

Detroit should be defended by troops occupying a distan<^ station. He
recommends post to be taken at the foot of the Miamis Eapids, or
vicinity, in a small work of sod or pickets. During the late war posts

were at this place (the Eapids) and at Miamis Towns, and should never
have been evacuated, as they are the key to Detroit. Prays that a stop
may be put to the unlimited license to the traders to sell spirituous

liquors to the Indians, especially where an enemy is expected. The
injurious effects in various ways (stated). Small quantities might be
allowed under license from the Commander, subject to proper regula-

tions. 234
(In Dorchester's letter of 1st August, No, 100).

Brant to Sir John Johnson. The Shawanese and Miamis are the only
Indians that seem unreasonable. The others are easily advised. All are
in high spirits. The only obstacle to success is want of provisions; they
can always get arms, &c., somehow. Has found the Lake Huron and
Delaware Indians reasonable, and hopes they may point out a reasonable
boundary line. 251

(In Dorchester's letter of 1st August, No. 100).
Extract from a private letter to Motz. Eemarks on the returns of

the militia at Detroit and the misunderstanding caused by the misap-
prehension of the captains of militia as to the manner of obtaining pro-

per returns. 198
(In Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).
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1791.

June 26,

Grand Glaize.

June 27,

Foot of the
Miamis
Rapids.

June 29,

Niagara.

June 29,

Niagara.

June 29,

Niagara.

June 30,

Quebec.

July 1,

Quebec.

to McKee. Details of the damage done at Ouiatouon
by American horsemen, who intended to attack the Miamis, but sur-

prised a small village of Ouias, consisting of nine men and their families,

killed eight men and took one man with the women and children prison-

ers. The people of another village attacked by mistake were taken pri-

soners, except one boy who fled to Tippecanoe, where he was not believed,

and no preparation made, but on the approach of the enemy all fled but
three old men, who crossed the river, were fired at but not pursued, the
river being high. They burned all Jacques Godfroy's goods. On their
return they sent back 16 women, but have still 24 women and children.

A war chief of the Ouias, who was killed, they literally skinned. The
party consisted principally of the French habitants of Post Vincennes,
with 70 or 80 Amei'icans. Page 241

(In Dorchester's letter of 1st August, No. 100).

McKee to Sir John Johnson. The chief necessaries wanted for the
Indians are provisions. Ammunition, tobacco and paint have, however,
been rather scanty as times have turned out. 238

(In Dorchester's letter of 1st August, No. 100).
The Indian Agent to Sir John Johnson (Extract). Sends two speeches

from General Butler to the Five Nations and intelligence by Prentup,
(Prentiss?) which he can hardly believe. Is convinced from the
speeches, &c., that the Americans are determined the Indians shall not
remain neutral ; thinks he can rely on the firmness of those who went
to the Painted Post. 181
The speeches enclosed : One (undated) by General Butler to the Five

Northern Nations, the Senecas, &c., on the subject of Governor St, Clair's

invitation to them to join the States in the Indian war (182) ; the other,

dated Pittsburg, 5th June, informing the Indians that he thinks M. de
Bartzel a proper person to accompany them in case they should join

St. Clair (186).
|

182-186
(Letter and speeches in Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).

Proceedings of a council held by Colonel Gordon with the Chiefs of
the Mohawk Nation, concerning their critical situation in the event of
Joseph Brant joining the Western Indians at war with the States. 187

(In Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).

Colonel Gordon to LeMaistre. Has investigated the charge that
Captain Powell was tampering with the Indians of Buttalo Creek to

establish a settlement of persons not subject to the King, and has no
reason to suppose him reprehensible. But as he does not know the name
of the informant he cannot investigate the transaction fully. 195

(In Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).
LeMaistre lo Harris. An intelligent and discreet officer to be sent to

Caldwell's Manor to choose a site for encamping 500 men, to command
that part of the countiy, and protect Dutchman's Point. 178

(In Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).
Dorchester to Grenville (No. 96). Sends Minutes of Council on State

affairs and on Waste Lands. 1

Minutes of Council on State aflfairs. Business (specified) referred to

committees. 2
Report and journals of committee and the same on the Committee of

the Whole on the revision of the Militia Ordinance, with the discussions,

divisions, &c. 4 to 100
Taylor's complaint against the Court of Common Pleas referred to

Committee of the Whole. 101
Report on Provincial accounts, with tables of expenditure, &c. 103
Report on the culture of hemp referred to a committee. 130
Various subjects referred to committees. 131
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1791.

July 4,

Niagara.

July 5,

Foot of the
Miamis
Rapids.

July 5,

Miamis
Rapids.

July 9.

Minutes on Waste Lands. Eeport on sundry petitions, namely, Eobert
Smith, "William Henry, James Monk and Franyois Duval ; A. Lefebre
Eellefeuille ; George McBeath ; Black and King, ship builders, for lands at
St. Eoch (not granted) ; for additional land for a ship yard at William
Henry (not recommended). Church Wardens of Lutheran Church,
Williamsburg; Armand Dugas, Cap Chat; Eichard Cartwright, Jr.,

Ernest Town; Nicholas Austin, Missisquoi Bay; Sir John Johnson, for
Grande Isle, opposite Kingston; Ephraim Sanford (with memorial and
accompanying documents). Page 137 to 154
Eeport on the report of 22nd February, respecting two new townships

at the back of Cornwall and Charlottenburg. 155 to 162
Schedule of Land Boards (names of the members of each); appoint-

ments continued till Ist June, 1793. 163 to 166
Various reports received. 167
Colonel Gordon to Dorchester. Had received letter respecting Lt.-

Colonel Butler's speech to the Six Nations. Had sent copies of papers
and letters on Indian aifairs. Owing to the critical situation, is desirous
of having additional instructions. Is convinced that the Six Nations
will be obliged to take hostile measuies either in favour of the Ameri-
cans or in support of the Western Nations ; in either case they will
expect decisive measures. Should they refuse to join the Amei'icans
many of the villages and scattei-ed settlements will be sacrificed. Many
of the Delawares, who remained after the peace on their old settlements,
are now crowding in to avoid joining the Americans. All the Indians
are alarmed. The decision come to will either rivet their attachment
or have the contrary effect. Is convinced of the happy effect Sir John
Johnson's presence would have. Has given orders that the merchant
vessels, being unarmed, are not to sail except under convoy. Asks for
His Lordship's commands on this subject. 190

(In Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).
McKee to Sir John Johnson. At the Council held on the Ist and 3rd

instant he used his best endeavoui-s to carry out His Excellency's
commands. Had been obliged to consent to the deputies going down,
but hopes they will not be detained longer than necessary. Had brought
500 bushels of corn for the distressed people at the Miamis Towns, but
the Indians at the Council had consumed it all, so that none was appro-
pi'iated for the original purpose. The necessity for an additional supply
for that purpose and for the meeting in September. Speeches have
arrived from the Americans, which the Indians consider tend to divide
them. They have detei-mmed on a Confederacy of all the Indians to

defend their country to the last. Sends the speeches, except that to the
Six Nations. The boundary line which the Indians contend for is the
Eiver Ohio as far eastward as Muskingum, then up that river as far as
the portage which crosses to Cayohoga ; thence in a direct line across
the country to Venango, to be bounded on Lake Erie by a line to be
drawn from Venango to the line dividing the Six Nation and Lake
Indians. 239

(In Dorchester's letter of 1st August, No. 100).
McKee to Major Smith. The Indians at a Council on the 3rd resolved

to send deputies to represent their affairs to His Excellency personally;
had promised (for reasons given) to write to Deti-oit for a passage for
them in one of the King's ships and other necessary assistance. A
further stock of pi-ovisions wanted. 252

(In Dorchester's letter of 1st August, No. 100).
Brant to Major Smith. For a passage to the deputies. (See McKee's

letter of 5th July, page 252). 254
(In Dorchester's letter of Ist August, No. 100).
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1791.

July 10,

Detroit.

July 14,

St. John'i

July 14,

Quebec.

July 20,

Detroit.

July 27,

Quebec.

Major Smith to General Clarke, Lieutenant Governor. Sends copies

of letters from McKee and Brant. The Chiefs go to Fort Brie in one of

His Majesty's ships on or before the 13th instant. Page 252
(In Dorchester's lettei- of 1st August, No. 100).

Harris to Le Maistre. That Captain Gordon had returned from
Dutchman's Point, where he found all quiet. His letter enclosed. 179
The letter from Gordon to Harris says that Conroy and Captain

Savage did not believe any meeting would take place, and that the
greatest part of the manor would be happy to be under British Govern-
ment. A list of those who refuse to take the oath of allegiance;

they are to be warned off the manor (sometimes called Al burgh). The
point called the ''Tongue," perfectly commands Dutchman's Point.

(The " Tongue " described). Thinks it will answer extremely well for

encamping troops; its distance from Dutchman's Point is about *700

yards. 179
(In Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).

Dorchester to Colonel Gordon. Sees no reason to change former
instructions. In regard to merchant vessels, it is sufficient to give

orders to the King's armed vessels to give protection to such as shall ask
it and to recommend the merchant vessels to take advantage of this as

circumstances may admit. Should further restraints be necessary they
must be imposed in accordance with the Ordinance of 1788, on Inland
Navigation. The cautions to be observed respecting the vessels and
allowing unknown persons to come on board, &c. 193

(In Dorchester's letter of 27th July, No. 98).

Letter (in P>ench), without signature or address. The enclosed mes-
sage from Brigadier Charles Scott has made an impression on the Indians
of the Illinois and St. Josephs, but not on those of the Miami, who take
little account of'such threats. Many of the chiefs proposed to go to

Canada, but were not ready when the vessel left ; others thought that

the message sent by Brant was sufficient. The Spaniards have built a
new fort on the Illinois, with sixteen 6 and 9-pounders ; many of the
French settled at Kaskaskias have crossed to the Spanish side. The
Americans here are very fickle ; they have scarcely cleared a single

piece of land when they leave it to go to the lower part of the Mississ-

ippi; they are expecting troops and are afraid of the English at Makinak
and Detroit on the appearance of war. Should the Indians obtain a
treaty of peace with the Ohio as the limit, on their ceding to Government
lands on this side of the Ohio, forts could be established on the Wabash,
the Illinois and the Mississippi to the advantage of trade. 274
Message addressed " To the various tribes of Piankieshaws and the

Nations of Red people living on the waters of the Wabash River " by
Brigadier General Chai-les Scott, dated Ouiatonon, 4th June, 1791. That
the patience of the Sovereign Councils of the United States was
exhausted and they had now taken up the hatchet. The Indian warriors
had tied and left the women and children to their (Americans') mercy;
they had destroyed the town of Ouias and other towns, but they have
stopped their hands because they are merciful as strong, and hope the
Indians will awaken to their interests and make peace, as there is no
wish to destroy the Red People. There is no intention to detroy women,
children or old men; prisoners will be sent to St. Clair, where they will

be kindly treated. Desires the Indians to come to the Miamis on the
1st of July if they wish to recover the prisoners and to make peace. If

not the sons of war will be let loose. 275
(Letter p. 274) and message in Dorchester's letter of 17th August, No. 1 02).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 97). Dispatches received. Communi-
cations from the United States sent. 169
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1791. Member of the Senate says that he had large share of putting the
Custom House at Albu rgh, but had no idea it was within any of the posts.

Supposed 7. That Col. Smith had gone to England on private business,

partly of his own and partly that of his father-in-law, Mr. John Adams.
His pleasant conversation with Grenville respecting a consideration of

commercial matters between the two countries ; statement by Grenville

that a Minister would be sent to the United States within three months.
Conversation respecting hostilities with the Indians and remarks ofLord
Grenville ; I'eflections on the views that might be taken of his remarks.
Concerning the application of Keyes for a Custom house at Alburgh.
Keyes had no authority for making the application ; he is one of the

busy characters who are anxious to show their own consequence.
Page lYO

Dorchesier to Grenville (No. 98). Had called on the the command-
ants of frontier posts to take measures of precaution in case of attack.

Eeturns sent of the militia of Niagara and Detroit ; has ordered an
inquiry into the cause of discrepancies in the returns. The necessity of

having an officer of abilities stationed to have charge of the militia. 174
(The letters &c., calendared at their respective dates).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 99). Sends naval officer's return of

vessels entered and cleared at Quebec, between 5th April and 5th

July. 200

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 100). Sends further information con-

cerning the affairs of the Western country. 231

(The enclosures are calendared at their respective dates).

Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. From the reports of McKee it

appeal's that provisions are wanted for the Indians. As the present

cause is their meeting for the desirable purpose of re-establishing tran-

quillity they are to obtain such a supply tTiat they may not suffer, from
their compliance with the request to consider terms of peace. 254

(In Dorchester's letter of Ist August, No. 100).

Motz to Sir John Johnson. McKee has stated that during the late

war posts were found expedient at the foot of the Miarais Eapids and
at the Miamis Towns. Dorchester wishes to be informed of the strength

and nature of these posts, when they were erected, and when and by
whose order they were abandoned. 256

(In Dorchester's letter of 1st August, No. 100).

North-West Traders to Sir John Johnson, Ask him to represent to

Dorchester the alarming situation of their trade to the Southward of

Detroit ; the chief part of it is carried on in the Miamis country, and last

year the traders suffered loss by the burning of the Miamis Village,

although they had time to carry off a great part of their goods. So long

as the war between the Americans and Indians continues the trade must
stop, as neither the lives nor property of the traders are safe, nor can
their goods be exchanged for skins. Believe His Excellency will use his

influence to persuade the Indians to listen to terms of peace. 272
(In Dorchester's letter of 17th August, No. 102).

Dorchester to Grenville (No. 101). Eesignation of Panet, one of the

judges of the court of Common Pleas. The infirm health of de Eouville.

He has not filled up the vacancy, leaving it to the Ministry to determine
the future organization of the courts. 257
The same to the same. Arrival of Prince Edward (Duke of

Kent). 258
The same to the same (No. 102). Sends copy of his answer to the

deputation of Western Indians, and their declaration of the terms on
which they are prepared to make peace with the United States. Sends
also copies of a minute of a private conference with some of the chiefs

;

July 27,

Quebec.

.July 27,

Quebec.

August 1,

Quebec.

August 1,

Quebec.

August 1,

Quebec.

August 10,

Montreal.

August 13.

Quebec.

August 13,

Quebec.

August 17,

Quebec.
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of a letter from merchants of Montreal in the Indian trade South of

Detroit, and of a letter from Detroit on Indian affairs. Page 259
(The documents enclosed are calendared at their respective dates.)

Dorchester's speeches to the deputies from the confederated Indian
Nations of the Ottawas, Chippeways, Potawatomies, Hurons, Shawanese,
Delawares, Twit-wis and the Six Nations. 260
Minutes of meetinsi: with the deputies at which the boundary line was

laid down. (See McKee's letter of 5th July, p. 239). 267
Speech of Brant to Dorchester at the meeting on 14th August. 268

August 17, Dorchester to Grenville (No. 103). Sends copies of documents from
Ciuebec. Montreal, alluded to in the application of the French Minister. 278

Inventory and registration (in French) of the effects of the succession

of Sieur St. Sauveur and demoiselle La Marque, his wife. 279 to 316
August 27, Lieut.-Governor Clarke to Grenville (No. 1). That Dorchester had
ijuebec. sailed on the 18th. Had deferred taking up the administration for a few

days till Dorchester was clear of the coast, but had been sworn in on the

25th and entered on his duties as Commander-in-Chief. 317
September 2, Clarke to Grenville (No. 2). Sends proceedings of the Agricultural
Quebec. Society of Quebec, respecting the most effectual means of inducing the

farmers to undertake the cultivation of hemp. Dorchester will be able

to give every information on the subject. 318
The proceedings of the Board of the Agricultural Society of Que-

bec. 320
September 15, Dundas to Dorchester. Sends Order in Council of 24th August for
Whitehall. dividing the Province of Quebec into two distinct Provinces. 201

Order in Council. 202
September 16, Dundas to Dorchestor (No. 1). His Majesty's concern at the report of
Whitehall.

hostilities between the American States and the Indians and at the
prospect of their continuance. His (Dorchester's) course approved of.

His Majesty trusts that the officers have observed the strictest neutrality,

which is the more necessary from the suspicions held and expressed by
• persons in the service of the United States. A copy of the instructions

sent to Hammond to counteract this. It is to the interest of the United
States and equally so of the Indians that a plan should be formed to

adjust mattejs. It is evident that unless means are taken to put an end
to the war this country must be placed in an unpleasant situation. His
Majesty, therefore, desires him to take every prudent measure to effect

a speedy termination of the war. If any overture should be made by
the American States through Hammond for his (Dorchester's) inter-

position it cannot be better exerted than by prevailing on the Indians to

accept any reasonable proposition. The chief object is to obtain for

them the peaceable possession of their hunting grounds. The effect on
trade of the extirpation of the Indians or the want of security in the
possession of their lands. His course respecting the posts approved of;

that subject has been given in charge to Mr. Hammond ; to communicate
with each other on any questions that may arise respecting the posts.

Is aware of the importance of having a person of judgment and discretion
in the neighbourhood of the posts; believes Colonel Simcoe willfully
answer that description. A new commission will issue for the Super-
intendent General of Indian Affairs, so that the department may be under
the control of the person holding the Government of the Province in

which the Superintendent may reside. Merchandise ordered as recom-
mended by His Lordship to be sent. Eespecting the law for trial by
jury, &c. In any changes to be made care is to be taken not to create
dissatisfaction among the Canadians. Respecting clei'gy and crown
reserves. 206
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September 16, Duiidas to Dorchester (No. 2). Sends copy of the Act for forming two
Whitehall. Provinces ; his (Dorchester's) commission revoked as Governor ofQuebec,

and another issued investing him with the chief Government of the two
Provinces, which, with instructions, is sent. How quorums for the

Councils and Assembles should be regulated. The increase in the num-
ber of representatives renders necessary a different distribution from
that oi'iginally proposed, Eecommends Quebec and Montreal to be each
divided into two districts, each district electing two members. How the

representation of the other parts of the Province should be settled. The
question of the right of granting money by the Assemblies ; the claim is

reasonable but should not be overstrained. The support of the clergy

and the question of building parsonages. The legislation for the collec-

tion of duties. Page 213

Proposal for the division of Lower Canada for the representatives, 219
September 16, Dundas to Dorchester (No, 3), Sends copies of letters addressed to
Whitehall.

^Yiq Secretary at War respecting a corps to be raised for service in Upper
Canada. The duty of the Mother Country to adopt every plan to pro-

mote the wealth and population of its colonies, and to attend to their

progress with a view to relieve the country from the exigencies of

colonial establishments. The corps to be raised will be of essential

benefit to the colony, and lay a solid foundation for the gradual increase

of military strength, in the shape of a militia or yeomanry. How it is

to be regulated. The expense will fall at first on the country, but will

be soon obviated by the lands to be cleared by the militia, one third to

be appropriated for the disbanded soldiers, the other two-thirds to be

reserved for the benefit of Government. Fifty acres each to be granted

to the men on their discharge need not all be cleared, one-hplf cleared

and the other half to be cleared by the man and his family will be an
ample reward for five years' service. The additional benefit these cleared

lands will be of, besides relieving the country of the military and civil

expenses of the Province. An apppropriation of part of these cleared

lands might be made for the permanent support of distressed loyalists

receiving present assistance and as a provision for their families. The
same rule might apply to loyalists for whom no compensation has yet
beon provided, although they have no positive claim. The acts of

humanity at the same time contribute to the prosperity of these valu-

able colonies. These remarks apply to Upper Canada, but wherever
there are large tracts of uncultivated land in His Majesty's colonies in

North America the same beneficial consequences would result from the

establishment of such a corps as that now adopted for Upper Canada.
Local circumstances might involve differences in detail, but the general

principles are applicable to all the colonies. It has not been thought
expedient to carry the system further than by a levy for the service of

Upper Canada, but His Lordship's views are requested as to its exten-

sion to the other Provinces. 221

wEit'h^lf
^^' "^^^ same to the same. That the petition from the merchants con-

cerned in the export trade has been referred to the Lords of Trade,
Instructions have been sent to the Governors in the West Indies to refer

the question of exports from Canada to their respective Legislatures. 227
September 16, The same to Sir John Johnson, That in the absence of the Commander-
Whitehall.

in-Chief, the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs is to receive orders

from the officer left in command. A new commission is enclosed in

place of the one he (Sir John) now holds, 228
Warrant appointing Sir John Johnson Superintendent General of

Indian Affairs, &c, 229

R^*^'^^^' Clarke to Dundas (No. 1), That he has received information of his
t^uebec.

(Dundas') appointment, &c, 332
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October 12,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

October 24,

Quebec.

Clarke to Dundas (No. 2). Sends proceedings of the quarterly meet-
ing of the Agricultural Society of Quebec in relation to the culture

of hemp. He agrees that a stock of seed should be kept up for the use
of the country people, but cannot pledge the credit of the Government
for the expense without authority. Page 333

Eeport of the quarterly meeting. 335
Clarke to Nepean. That proceedings relative to French emigrants by

the Board . of Agriculture had been sent by mistake. Now sends the
proper official communications on the subject. In report (A) of part of
the proceedings of the Board the questions of defence and settlement are
entered upon, which are apart from the design of the institution, and
he had, therefore, Reclined to comply with the request of the Board,
&c., &c. 347

Extract from the Minute of the Quebec Board of Agriculture. 350
Answer to the Board referred to in letter to Nepean. 351
Clarke to Dundas (No. 4). Sends naval officer's returns of vessels

entered and cleared at Quebec between 5th July and 5th inst. 353

1791.

November 1,

Quebec.

Minutes of Council, &c.—1791.

Q., 53-1.

Clarke to Dundas (No. 5;. Sends minutes of Council from 9th June
to 25th August, containing the proceedings on the complaint of Louis
Foucher against Judge Rouville and William and Thomas Taylor
against Mr. Fjaser and Mr. Eouville, and against John Reid, respectively
judges and clerk of the Common Pleas at Montreal. Page 1

Proceedings relating to Foucher's complaint. (The schedule of the
documents begins at page 29). 2 to 35
Report on the complaint of Messrs. Taylor, (The charges begin at

page 41. The schedule of the documents begins at page 47). 36 to 65
Six reports concerning Comts.of Request. 1. On petition for a circle

from St. Roch and adjacent parishes on the south side of the St. Law-
rence below Quebec; 2. For a circle from Kamouraska, &c. 3. A
petition i-especting fees and mode of proceeding in the Courts of Request.
4. For a circle fr m St. Paul's Bay and adjacent parishes; the same from
William Henry ; the same from Rimouski, &c. 5. On a complaint
from Laprairie ; on a petition from River Ouelle ; another from the
parish of Longueuil against the establishment of a Court of Requests on
a petition of certain inhabitants of Longueuil to the contrary effect. 6,

Draught of letters patent for effecting the alterations recommended in

the third report. These reports referred to Committee of the Whole for

consideration and report. 65
Report by the Governor that 2,000 bushels of hemp seed had been

received, of which 1,200 had been distributed. 67
Report on ancient French records. 68
Oaths of office taken by De Bonne and Finlay. 82
Report on the claims of Dr. Bowman on account of the St. Paul's Bay

disorder, with memorials, claims in detail, correspondence, &c. 83 to 156
Report of the committee appointed to prepare a list of the parishes in

the Province, with the dates of their erection, showing the seigniories,

parts of seigniories and other grants therein comprehended, dates of
the originalgrants, number of male inhabitants, specifying those between
16 and 19, and those above 19 years of age. (The tables are given,

seven in number, between 164 and 165, paged from 164a to 164^). 156
Petitions, &c., referred to committees. 165

6a—20
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1791.

Report on a claim by Fraser & Young for a commission on the pur-

chase of flour. Page 16*1 to 188

Other business, address to Dorchester and reply, &c. 188 to 194
Oaths administered and proclamation respecting officers to act during

the absence of Lord Dorchester, &c. 195
Schedule of documents in the case of the complaint of Louis

Foucher. 198
Transcript of the proceedings in the same case to be kept in the

Council office. 205 to 263

1791.

November 1,

Quebec.

Minutes of Council—1791,

Q. 53-2.

Continuation of transcript of papers in the case of complaint by
Louis Fouchei', sent with Clarke's letter of this date (No. 5). 264 to 573

(The papers contain all the evidence, report of the committee, &c.)

1791.

January 17,

London.

February 1,

London.

August 9,

London.

Minutes of Council, &c.—1791.

Q. 54-1. Q. 54—2.

(Q. 54-1 extends to page 368; Q. 54-2 begins at page 369).

Watson to Bernard. That samples of hemp applied for by Dorchester
had been shipped to Quebec last Spring. Page 685

John Brickwood to Grenville. Sends report of hostilities between
the Indians and the Americans, with extracts of letters. Some of the

gentlemen mentioned accompany the merchants to meet His Lordship
and can answer questions that may be asked. 686

Extracts from letters dated in December, 1790, from Quebec and Mon-
treal, enclosed in the preceding letter, 687, 688, 690

Extracts on the same subject received from Mr. Inglis. 695
Levi Allen to Dundas. That he had been instructed by Governor

Chittenden's and Allen's party, when he was leaving Vermont in 1789,

to assure the British Government that when Vermont was ready to join

Great Britain or Congress it would be the former she would join. Indeed
at that time the principal men were for joining Great Britain imme-
diately, in order to which Ethan(now deceased) Ira and himselfhad visited

Quebec and made Dorchester a written offer to that effect about two
months before he (Levi) had left for London. The little encourage-
ment ; Simcoe's proposals sent to Chittenden and Ira Allen. Prepara-
tions to send a cargo to William Henry thereto receive a return freight;

the obstacles and delays; minute details of the ship being taken to

Georgia and his course there. Defeat of Chittenden and election of
Robinson to be Governor ; overtures in consequence for a union with
Congress. After Chittenden's reelection in October. 1790, Congress
passed a resolution to admit Vermont and at the same time to admit
Kentucky, and also passed a decree to establish a Custom house on
Lake Champlain to make the Vermontese pay the same duties on
goods through Canada as they pay on those by way of the Hudson.
There has been no special or general meeting of the Vermont Assembly,
and there can be no joining the Union till it is so decided in Octobei
next, when he shall be at the meeting, and has no doubt the proffer of
Congress will be rejected. The reason for Chittenden's warrant for a
meeting at Albui-gh, Vermont has no intention of giving up any of the
lands to New York. As many of the people of Vermont adhere to the
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1791.

October 27,

Montreal.

November 1

Quebec.

November
Quebec.

November '

Quebec.

November
London.

15,

Church of England, he could wish that a Bishop were sent to Quebec,
who would have access to Yermont, where he could assist the cement
necessarj^ between Canada and Vermont, the latter of which would
appropriate land for his support out of that already granted for the

glebe of the Church of England. Page 698
Petition of John Eraser for a settlement of his claims for losses, &c. t06

Clarke to Dundas (No. 6). Sends Minutes of Council on the Waste
Lands of the Crown, from 9th June to 15th August. 636
Minutes 23rd July. The staff of the Surveyor General's office to be

reduced, when the loyalists and reduced troops are settled. 637
Petitions received. 639
Minutes 15th August. Eeports concerning the Surveyor General's

office. 640
Report on the petition of Ephraim Jones and concerning spots styled

commons. 646
Report recommending a deviation from the rules for fixing the site of

towns in townships, in accordance with a report from the Land Board of
Luneburg: " Whether a town at the junction of the Forks of the River
Rideau, surrounded by four townships would not answer a good pur-

pose." (Plan at p. 652). 649
Repoi't of the claims of reduced officers in Luneburg and Meck-

lenburg. 651
List of those entitled to additional gi-ants with names and number of

acres received, with recommendations for the districts named. 656
Report on the petition of Mesdames Lanaudi^re and Verch^res, that

their prayer cannot be granted. 664
Report on leaac W. Clarke's petition for 500 acres in the Chateauguay

district. 666
Report that a lot for a tan yard may be granted to Robert Smith, at

William Henry ; and that the Church Wardens of the Lutheran Church
may be permitted to build a church on the eastoi-ly half of a strip of
land in the centre of the township of Williamsburg, and that the
westerly half may be reserved for the first religious body who can build

on it. 668
Applications for land at Quebec; and by sundry persons for lands in

Luneburg, &c. (with diagram of land at Quebec, 675). 671
Concerning lands purchased, reserved or re-annexed by the Crown. 676
Clarke to Dundas (No. 7). Sends state of the Council. 679
State of the Council for the Province of Quebec. 680
Clarke to Dundas (No. 8). Sends Sir John Johnson's requisition for

goods to complete the supplies for the upper posts, and visiting Indians
for 1793. 681

Requisition. 682
Dorchester to Grenville. Sends letter from Beckwith. 616
Enclosed. Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith to Dorchester, dated Phila-

delphia, 5th October. Had received letter from Motz, with copy of
Dorchester's speech to the Lidians, which he had communicated to the
Executive Government of the United States. Explanation of the cause
of the attack on them of which the Wabash Indians complained, when
they declare they were deliberating on terms of peace. The erroneous
report that the troops embodied were on the march from the Ohio to

attack Detroit; the expedition is against the Indians, and has been
intended since the disaster of last fall, but it is stated there is no desire
to drive the Indians to extremity, as the United States wish to make
a just and solid peace. Sends report of incursion into the Western
territory under Lieutenant Colonel Wilkinson. The distressing state of

6a—20^
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1791.

November 17,

Quebf^c.

November 23,

London.

November 27,

Onion River.

the French possessions in Hispanolia ; applications made for pecuniary
aid, which has been obtained to a considerable amount, as part payment
of the debt to Fi-ance, and expended for the support of the places

blockaded and attacked by the negroes. A riot in the upper part of this

county, respecting county officers, is not worth much notice. An
organized opposition to the Excise Aet is in progress in the counties of
Pennsylvania, beyond the AUeghanies. The Executive Government is

watching the movement, which will have a tendency to promote peace
with the Indians, so as to check any excesses by arms. The Pi-esident

and Secretary of State absent. The Secretaries of the Treasury and at

War are here and consider his (Dorchester's) speech to the Indians to

mark a very friendly disposition towards the United States. Page 617
" Authentic report of Lieut. Colonel Commandant Wilkinson to His

Excellency Gov. St. Clair, containing the particulars of the late expe-
dition against Languille and the Indians on the Wabash." The report,

'

dated Frankfort on Kentucky, 24th August, 1Y91, is signed by James
Wilkinson and followed (p. 634) by a taljc to the Indians. 622

Eeport, with proceedings, evidence, &c., in the case of the complaint of
Messrs. Taylor against Judges Fraser and Eouville and Mr. Eeid, clerk

of the Court ofCommon Pleas, Montreal. (From Q. 54-1, p. 1 to Q. 54-2,

p. 615). 1 to 615
Gother Mann. " A short description of the military posts on the fron-

tiers of Canada towards Lake Champlain, with some observations on the
boundai-y line of the Province," 709
Levi Allen. His exertions to reach Vermont before the meeting of

the Legislature. A special meeting had decided to join the United
States. How this had been managed, &c. 721

1764.

June 9,

St. James'.

1765.

December 27,

London.

1766.

September 26,

London.

October 29,

London.

November —

,

Whitehall.

Canadian Miscellaneous—1764-1767.

Q, 55.

Halifax to Murray. The Kins: approves of his decision respecting

the claims of Rigaud do Vaudreuil and Hoquart. To ascertain if their

grants were ever registei'ed. The information respecting paper money
is defective ; hopes it will be supplied and transmitted, Respecting the
removal of Canadian families settled on Indian lands. Page 2

Power of Attorney to a committee of holders of paper money of

Canada to ui-ge that a demand be made on France for payment'accord-
ing to the treat}'-, 5

Memorial by the committee. 8
Terms of the treaty and other papers on the subject. 11 to 17
Daniel Vialars to Shelburne. Stating a case respecting holders of

paper money in Canada, for His Lordship's protection to Canadian
subjects. 28

Protest against the French decision respecting paper money. 31
Daniel Vialars to Shelburne. Transmits memorial respecting paper

money, with i-emarks on the proofs he has adduced in support of claims

by himself and others. 33
List of claims (2) given in detail. 35, 36

Copy of decree and instructions (in French) regarding paper
money. 37, 38

Protest by Vialars, 41
Shelburne to Earl of Eochford, Eeports the course taken by the

Count de Guerchy respecting the paper money, so that he may be pre-

pared to discuss the question with the French Ministry, 18
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1766.

November —

,

London.

November 18,

London.

Novembei 18,

London.

Navember 18,

London.

November 18,

London.

No date.

1767.

January 30,

London.

March 3,

London.

April 7,

London.

April 14,

W hitehall.

July 8.

London.

December 9,

London.

December 11,

London.

December 23,

Whitehall.

1768.

January 14,

London.

January 15,

London.

January 22,

London.

Memorandum (in French) from the French Ambassador respecting
the rejection of claims for the payment of paper money. Page 21

Petition of merchants trading to Canada and others, holders of paper
money of Canada, to the House of Commons. 23

Vialars to Shelburne. Further respecting paper money. 44
Memorial, 46
List of holdei'S. 49
Case, with opinion of Sir Fletcher Norton, Mr. Stow and Mr. Dun-

ning. 50
Memorial of John Strettell respecting paper money. 85
State of rejected claims. 87
Henry Lennan to Shelburne. Memorial respecting his claim for pay-

ment of paper money. 91
Memorial of Isaac Painchaud, respecting his claim for paper money. 94

Memorial of John Eenaud on behalf of Christopher Babuty, proprietor
of paper money. 79

Porlier Benac's answer to the observations made by the French Com-
missary in regard to his claim to be proprietor of certain paper
money. 80
Memorial by John Renaud for Paschal Rustan, respecting paper

money. 96
Additional memorial by Vialars on the subject of paper money. 68
List of claims. - 71-72

Vialars to Shelburne. Sends documents to vindicate his character
from the charges brought against him by the Count de Guerchy, in

respect to claims for paper money. 73
Opinion of the Attorney General on a case respecting paper money

submitted by Vialars. 75
Shelburne to Porter. Had received his letter, that the time for

presenting proof of the property in paper money being British will be
extended. The hardship of Porlier's and Painchaud's cases. Wishes
that matters of difference would be settled between him and the French
Commissary. 98
Memorial of the committee of merchants of Montreal appointed by

the holders and proprietors of paper money of Canada. 77
Guinand and Allen to L. Macleane. That the French propose to make

certain changes which will be injurious to holders of Canadian paper
money. Asks for Shelburne's intervention. 100
Robert Allen to the same. Sends copy of the French edict of which

he was apprehensive; asks for advice to the committee. 101
Macleane to Robert Allen, Chairman of the Committee. Sends copy

of Shelburne's letter to Rochford, on the subject of the French King's
edict of November last respecting paper money, represented to be
prejudicial to the holders thereof. Every attention will be paid to their
interests. 102
Henry Guinand, Deputy Chairman, to Macleane. Thanks of the com-

mittee foi- Shelburne's attention. Sends various documents and asks for

copy of Rochford 's letter to Shelburne to be laid before the committee.
Vialars and Rybot are to prepare memorials in their separate cases. 103
Copy of letter (same date) from the committee to Rochford, '

105
Memorial by Francis Rybot, respecting his claims for the payment of

paper money. Ill
A similar memorial from Anthony Vialars, dated the 14th. 114
Guinand to Macleane. Had received memorial from the proprietors

of paper money in Quebec. No person presenting proper vouchers to

the committee has been refused his proportionate share ofthe bonus. 117
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1766.

August 12,

London.

1765.

January 26,

Paris.

Papers relating to a French Claim to the Bay de Puants.

(This title is at page 118, but the first of the succeeding papers relate

to Phelipeaux Bay on the Labrador coast (119 to 128); the last docu-
ment (p. 206) is a memorial from the attorney for the heirs Bissot,

Joliet and Tach^. The papers relating to the Bay de Puants begin at

page 129, extending to page 205.)

Durand to Shelburne (in French), Sends memorial in which two
French gentlemen are interested, as proprietors of lands in the Bay of
Phelipeaux, on the coast of Labrador, by a concession from the King of

France. Similar documents were sent to Lord Halifax by the Count de
Guerchy, with a letter of recommendation, dated 30th Jaimary, 1764.

Similar documents were also sent by Mr. Deon, the Duke of Bedford,

&c., which will be found among the papers of the department. Sends
his own recommendation in favour of three families whose ruin is cer-

tain should this concession not be confirmed. Page 119
Grant (in French), dated 20th February, 1759, reciting previous grants

of the Phelipeaux Ba}^, with confirmation to certain fvimilies named
therein. 121
Memoire for the Sieurs Favry. 127
Notarial deed (in French) by Pierre Frangois Rigaud de Yaudreuil

and Louise Ther^se Fieuiy de la Gorgendiei-, his wife, transferring to

William Grant, of Quebec, now in Paris, for the life only of the grantors,

the posts of La Baye, in which ai'e included the River Mauverli, on the
coast of Michilimakinak, the Follesavoine, La Baye, the Puants, the
Sakis, the Sioux in the upper part of the iiibsissippi, and all the rivers

falling into the River Meloukili, Little Lake, along Michigan, Rock
River, inhabited by the Puants and upon the River Mouiogonan and the

Ottawas who inhabit the upper part of the Kikapoo River, with the
exclusive right of trading with the Indians, of forming settlements and
of clearing lands, together with all buildings, materials, &c., in the

whole extent of the territory thus conveyed. The documents with trans-

lations into English. 129 to 157
William Grant to Thomas Mills. Offers him, as Receiver General,

the yearly rent of the post of La Baye, purchased by him (Grant) from
M. Rigaud de Vaudreuil. The obligations he has incurred to supply
the Indians, &c. ; has sent this year several canoe loads to La Baye to

fulfil his engagements. Hopes that orders will be sent to the comman-
dant at Michilimakinak to assist him. 158

Mills to Grey Cooper, Treasury. In reference to Grant's purchase
fi-om Vaudreuil ; he had oftered 3,000 livres as rent due by the terms of
the deed, but it was not accepted until the Lords of the Treasury had
signified their commands. Has sent the documents relating to the sale

and purchase. 160
The other papers, including letters from Gage, Sir William Johnson

and others, extend to page 206. The report of the Lords of Trade gives
an abstract of the claim, and recommends that it be not granted (p. 182
to 189). Further memorials were made in 1767, supported by Count de
Guerchy and the Duke ie Praslin. down to March, the last letter on the
subject being from Shelburne to Yaudreuil (in French), dated 18th
April, stating that although the reasons for rejecting the demand were
clear and unanswerable, yet the King had desired him to be informed
that as soon as the revenues of Canada are settled he should receive a

reasonable mark of favour. 129 to 205

1766.

July 8,

Quebec,

August 24,

Quebec.

Papers relative to Mr. Walker.

Theae are: Deposition by Thomas Walker, dated 11th June, 1766. 208
Deposition of Magavock, of 11th July. 211
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1766.

1876.

April 14,

Quebec.

No date.

1766.

September 1,

London.

October 13,

London.

October 22,

London.

Extract of letter from Walker to John Strettel, London 20th June,
1766. Page 216

Papers relative to the Claims of M. Hocquart.

Letter from de Guerehy, transmitting Hocquart's memorial to be
laid before the King, dated 22nd May, 1*767. 219
Memorial with accompanying documents by Hocquart respecting the

concession of the Gros Mecatinat. 220 to 225

Papers delivered by Mr. Ellis, relative to his Deputy in his Offices in

Quebec.

Ellis obtained the patent place of Secretary and Clerk of the Council
and Clei-k of Inrollments. George Allsopp was appointed his deputj'-

in these offices. •

Memorial of Watkin Jenkins on his own behalf and on that of Allsopp.
That Governor Murray had acknowledged the validity of the appoint-
ment, but declined to give it effect, &c., and praying that His Majesty's
pleasure may be signified that he be admitted to office. 227
Copy of letter of 14th April, 1766, from Governor Murray to the

Lords of Trade, with reasons from the notorious character of Allsopp
why he would not admit him to office. 232

Testimonial, of same date, from the English merchants of Quebec, and
one of the 26th from the French, in favour of Allsopp. 234, 241
Address to Allsopp from French merchants in Quebec of 10th

April. 244
Certificate by merchants of Bristol, dated 29th January, 1767. 245
The same from merchants of London of 20th Januarj'. 246
Address (in French) to the King by the Hurons of Jeune Lorette,

and the other domiciliated Indians whom they represent. Signed
'' Girault, Missionaire." 248

Dissertation on Canada.—Lettersfrom Roubaud.

Roubaud to (in French). Giving information he had been

No date.

able to pick up about the movements of France and other political news.
Apparently obtained chiefly from valets and domestics. 256
Roubaud to R. Sutton. Sends dissertation on the colonies and

reflections on the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon ; the injury they
have done to British trade and how that can be remedied. The infor-

mation respecting France, Canada, &c., that he proposes to send. His
necessities, for which he asks relief, &c. 261

Dissei'tation on Canada, referred to in preceding letter, but undated. 269
Roubaud to Sutton. Reports that the Chevalier d'Eon is about to

publish a book against the late ministry; the political effects of the
high cost of provisions, which is on the point of lessening to the benefit

of the present ministry. Reference to the Wilkes question. Offers his

services in relation to affairs in Canada in the same capacity as he
had acted for Lord Halifax, all of whose memoranda (in French) he had
prepared for Council. Asks for the place of secretary or tutor. Political

movements in France, &c. 265
Petition by Roubaud to the King, respecting his claims against the

Jesuits. 253
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1762.

June 5,

Quebec.

1765.

June 10,

London.

September 2,

Whitehall.

1766 to 1769.

1769.

September 18,

Quebec.

Canada.—Promiscuous Papers—1762 to 1*789.

Q. 56-1. Q. 56-2. Q. 56-3.

(Q. 56-1 contains 295 pages
; Q. 56-2 begins at page 296 ; and Q. 56-3

at page 588.)

Eeport by Murray of tbe state of the Government of Quebec and
dependencies. Page 2 to 87

Eeport to the Treasury respecting the duties levied at Quebec. 117

Eeport to the Lords of Trade on papers relative to Ordinances and
Constitutions made by the Governor of Quebec. 88 to 116

Considerations, by Baron Maseres.on the expediency of procuring an
Act of Parliament for the settlement of the Province of Quebec, with
other documents by the same. 123 to 351

Extract of Edicts, declarations, &c. (in French) in force in the Colony
of Canada, now the Province of Quebec, prepared by F. J. Cugnet, and
transmitted by Carleton in letter dated as in margin. 352

Copies of commissions, &c., follow : Commission to de Mezy
Governor. 389

Creation of the Conseil Souverain in 1663. 393

Declaration of the French King which contains and regulates the

establishment of the Superior Council, dated 5th June, 1675. 402

Commission to Duchesneau, Intendant 5th June, 1675. 407
The same to Euette Dauteuil, Attorney General, 25th April, 1774. 414
The same to Chartier de Lotbiniere, to be Judge of the Pj-evostd, 25th

October, 1777. 419

Decree for augmenting the duties on wine, 26th June, 1747. 423
Edict imposing duties on the importation of goods into Canada and

of goods exported therefrom, and decree (25th February, 1748), estab-

lishing the tariff on the same. 426

Eeport of the Superior Council on the Code Civil of April, 1667. 461
Edict for putting the Ordinances concerning the Code Civil into

execution. 479
Eegulations on the importation of liquors, 2nd May, 1743. 486
Colonel Goldthwait's talk with a Matauqvvesauwack Indian, now

489
500

1771.

July--.

1774.

1776.

December 21,

Connutasago.

December —

.

1778.

1781.

September 20,

Kisapoe.

1782.

December 1,

Quebec.

1783.

August 3,

Quebec.

among the Penobscots.
Quebec Act.

Message of Schuyler sent by four Indians, with the answer by the

Indians. 517

Speech by Brant to Lord George Germain. 520

Exports from the Province of Quebec to the West Indies, the South

of Europe and America, from 1768 to 1778. 523

Speeches by the Shawanese, Mingoes and Delawares, on the South
side of Lake Erie, to McKee. That they have refused to attend a

Council called by the Americans; they mean to defend themselves to the

last man and ask the other Nations to be strong to help them. 582

General return of the vessels on the lakes and river, showing tons,

guns, men, &c. 558

Eeturn of officers and men in 11. M. Provincial Naval Service, with

their present stations. 562a-563

List of His Majesty's armed vessels on Lake Champlain, with arma-

ment, tonnage and number of men for 1783. 530

Same on Lake Ontario. 531
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1783.

No date.

1784.

April 22,

London.

September 1,

Detroit.

/

1785.

May 17,

London.

July .31,

CarliBle.

List of H, M. vessels, &c., on Lake Erie. Page 532

Same of Provincial vessels. 533

JSTumber of men wanted to complete the vessels. 534

List of officers, with the dates of their commissions, &c. 535

Other lists and tables. 539 to 551

List of vessels purchased or taken into the service from the month of

July, 1778. 552

Return of artificers able to keep the vessels in repair. 554
Order of precedence among the naval officers according to their rank

(probably 1783). 527

Powell to Nepean. Sends original paper found among the papers of

N. Coffin, which may serve to assist the claim of his friend J. C. (John
Coffin).

_
572

Account f)f damage sustained by John Coffin by the rebels coming into

the Province of Canada in 1775, dated 20th October, 1776. 573
Claim laid before the Commissioners, dated 7th November, 1783, with

certificate and memorandum of his services. 575

Jehu Hay to Nepean. Gives an account of the delay to which he was
subjected before being allowed to enter on his government. Complains
that the superintendence of Indian atfairs has been taken out of his hands,

the Indian agents being authorised to dispose of all presents, &c.,

independent of him, and alleges that the present method of distribution

of these is defective, and leaves openings for abuses. There are 12,000

Indians depending on this post, three times as many as in the lower parts

of Canada, and producing more, yet they receive much less than the Six

Nations. The expenses in time of peace could be greatly reduced, but

the public statement of that would not add to his security. Repi-esents

that as Lieutenant Gov.ernor he has no allowance lor exti-a expenses
such as is given to the officer Commanding the troops. The fees for

lods et ventes, &c., formerly allowed to the Lieutenant Governor have
now been ordered to be accounted for to the Receiver General ; asks

that they should be ordered to be allowed to him. Under the French
Government the Lieutenant Governor had the farming of the posts as

an emohiment and the Spanish Governor has the same privilege. He
does not ask for these, but only that he should be enabled to support
himself. The commerce of this post is increasing; peltiies sent this

year amounted to £100,000 sterling, the produce of British manufactures.
If the post is not given up to the Americans this will increase for I'easons

fiven. If the Americans continue their encroachments there will soon
a ruptui-e between them and the Indians. Has heard of 30 families

who wish to come from Fort Pitt to settle here, people who served and
wish to live under the British Government. Has reported this to the

Commander-in-Chief. There are also 100 lo^^al families who must leave

this if lands are not granted them. 564
General view of all H.M. vessels and craft upon the Lakes and River

St. Lawrence in 1784. 556
Return of the reduced pay for the officers of the Naval Department

after the war. 557
Committee of merchants trading to Quebec to Lord Sydney, asking

for an interview. 581
Proposed regulations for the Province of Quebec, with the following

titles. Laws, Constitution and House of Assembly; "Vermont; New-
foundland and the Corn trade ; P^'ishory ; Wine, fruit and olive oil ; Boun-
ties on oak timber, staves and other lumber, and on hemp, ending with
a petition that vessels be built for trade with the Indians. 578
Message by G. R. Clark and Richard Butler to the Upper Chippawa

and Ottawa Nations. That peace being concluded with Great Britain,
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1785.

August 3,

Carlisle.

September 20,

Detroit.

November 8,

Wakitumikie

.

1786.

January 24,

London.

January 31,

Miami.

February 18,

Quebec.

February 20,

London.

March 10,

London.

April 29.

April

May 14,

Sandusky,

and with the Six N'ations at Fort Stanwix and with other Indians
(named) at F'ort Mcintosh, Congress desires to make a treaty of peace
with them also, and has ordered a Council to be held at the mouth of
the Great Miami on Ist of October, and desire that all prisoners,
white or black, be brought there to be delivered up. Page 584

Message by G, E. Clark and Eichard Butler to the Wyandots, similar
to that of 31st July to the Chippawas and Ottawas, 586

Meeting held by the Lake Indians—Hurons, Ottawas, Chippawas and
Pottawatomies—at which were present messengers from the Nations
on the South side of the lake, to deliberate on messages received by
them to attend a treaty to be held on the 1st October, 588
Speech by Petesewa, Speaker of the Shsiwanese, to the American mes-

sengers. 596

Eesolutions agreed to at general meeting of the merchants of London
trading to the Province of Quebec, to be sent on a representation to the
King's Ministers. (For the subjects dealt with, see memorandum of May
1785, page 578 of Q, 56-2). 598

Articles of a treaty concluded at the mouth of the Great Miami, on the
North Western bank of the Ohio, between the Commissioners Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America, and the Chiefs and Warriors of
the Shawanese Nation, 592

Petition (in French) praying for remission of the dues on lods et

ventes. 823
Same in English, 827
The answer by Hope (24th February) staying prosecutions, 831
Memorandum by Carleton respecting the military arrangements in

North America. , 608
Eev. Charles Mongan to*Nepean, Sends extract from a letter written

to him by a gentleman in New York, 613
The letter, signed Aug, Y, Home, is dated 3rd January. It expresses

great confidence in the intentions of the British Government from the
appointment of Carleton to be Governor General of Canada, Those in

New York, whose estates have not been confiscated, are so loaded with
taxes and other grievances that there is nothing left but to sell out and
move into the pi-otection of the British Government. He would have
done so at the peace but for the apprehension that Great Britain did not
wish to be long burdened with Canada. The doubt on that head being
now removed by the appointment of Carleton, he, with many others,
would try to dispose of his property and sit down quietly in Canada.
Eeports, to prevent mischief, that Mr. Scott, a young Presbyterian
preacher, a pupil of the notorious Dr. Eogers, had just returned from
Montreal, to which he says he was led by curiosity, but to which he had
no doubt been sent, and reports that he was so strongly invited to reside
among them that he had promised to return and settle in Montreal in

the Spring, A subscription was opened for his support, and to build a
meeting house, and he intends to collect money in the States to establish

a schism shop, laying the foundation for a future rebellion in Canada.
Surely Great Britain has purchased a lesson at too dear a rate not to
benefit by it, and ought not now to neglect religious atfairs. 614
Message from the Shawanese, asking for advice, as they had signed a

treaty with the Americans in ignorance of the actual situation of

affairs. 633
Proposed Act of Parliament for the better securing the liberties ofHis

Majesty's subjects in the Province of Quebec, 618
E, McGillin to McKee, That Gilbee arrived from Pipe'stown reported

that Pierre Drouillard and another Frenchman told the Indians there
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1786.

May 15.

May 17,

Miami.

June 18,

Quebec.

September 10,

St. Joseph's.

October 11,

Upper
Sandusky.

October LS
to 20, Detroit.

not to be surprised to see the French and Americans on the march to
take the posts. They were in three parties ; the French to come by the
Wabash, the Americans by Sandusky and Niagara. Congress had
desired the Indians to take possession of the back posts. Page 63*7

Eepoi-t brought by two Huron Chiefs from Sandusky that after the
public Council at the Big Miami, the Americans took the Half King
aside and warned him to allow no tradei-s to enter or engage in trade in

his country, except those who had leave or a license from the United
States to trade there. 635

Extract of letter from Mr. Park. Had arrived from Post Vincennes;
the disturbed state of the country. Indians threaten to kill the Ameri-
cans; they had killled one before his (Park's) arrival and a party of
Piankashaws attacked a bateau, killed the owner and wounded two men.
Attack by Americans on a party of Indians, who had been at the fort

trading. The Amei-icans defeated and lost a captain and two men killed

and nine or ten wounded, some of them since dead who cannot be buried.
The Indians did not lose a man. The terror caused by this. Negotiations
opened by the English and French traders with the Indians, who said

they forgave the Americans, and gave a parole to be used by the traders,
which was well received except by the Ouias. The traders are flying,

being constantly pillaged. The Indians mostly gone to war. They make
little difference between the English and Americans. He was told at the
Ouias, and believes it, that a belt was secretly sent to lift the axe against
the English. 638

General return of II.M. Provincial officers at the conclusion of the late

war.
'

555
Speech by Corn Stalk, that he would watch the road and prevent the

Americans from coming to attack Michilimakinak. The march of an
American army against the posts, in three detachments, as previously
reported. 642
Simon Girty to McKee. Arrival of an American army at the Shaw-

anese towns. The Indians of the Maycockey town raised the " Yanky"
colours, but to no purpose, as the army destroyed the town and proceed-
ing to Wakitumikie destroyed it also; then destroyed his (McKee's)
house and bi'ought Blue Jacket's to the ground, afterwards retreating.
Cannot tell how many Indians were killed. Where Elliott lived ten
were found lying dead in the town, among them the chief of the town,
an Indian named Shade and one named Messquangheanacke reported to
have been burned ; Mr. Coon's brother is also killed ; they have taken the
women and children prisoners. If Brant is alive, he has no doubt sent
particulars. Will go to the Shawanese towns to ascertain the truth. Is
informed an army has left the Muskingum to go against the Wyandots;
another on the M'ay to White River. Other rumours. 644
Major Ancrum to Respecting provisions for Michilimakinak,

Report brought by a Huron chief that a body of mounted Americans
had surprised one ofthe Shawanese towns,killed and taken many prisoners,
dispersed the rest and destroyed the towns. The old chief had seen
many men, women and children flying almost naked past the village.

Sends copy of a letter from the rebel Colonel Butler to the Shawanese;
the chiefs answered that they requested the suveyors not to be sent till

they could delibei-ate, after which they would send a final answer. Does
not believe therefore that the body of men against the Indian towns
came from Fort Pitt or by authoi-ity of Congress, but that they came
from the Falls of the Ohio and Kentucky. Letters received confirming
this. Is anxious to know the destination of the armed force and will
detain the vessel till he learns. 15th October. Sends copy of letter from
Simon Girty to McKee (p. 644). 20th. Confii-mation received of the Shaw-
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1786.

November 27,

Quebec.

November 28,

Quebec.

December 18,

Detroit.

December 29,

Quebec.

1787.

January 15,

Quebec.

February 13,

Quebec.

March 15,

Quebec.

March -
Quebec.

April 30,

Quebec.

1788.

February 4,

London

1789.

January 9,

Fort Hiirmar.

aneee towns being burned. Eeport received from the Indians by the
messenger sent, substantially as in other letters (the number of Ameri-
cans being, however, given as 1,800). Brant and the chiefs were out

hunting. Reports of another army advancing from the Wabash and of

movements against Sandusky, &c. Does not believe there is any inten-

tion to attack this post, but he will be on his guard and has people

looking out. Page 647
Dorchester to Sir John Johnson. Instructions as to the answer to be

given to the Indians respecting their disputes with the Americans. To
treat them kindly and send them away warmly clothed and bountifully

supplied for their return. 656
Minute respecting the cultivation of hemp. 659

Speech of the United Indian Nations at the Confederated Council, held
near the mouth of the Detroit River, between the 28th November and
18th December, to the Congress of the United States of America, Their
disappointment in their expectations of the good results that would
follow the peace. How negotiations should be conducted. The blame
for the peace between the Indians and Americans not lasting, is due to

the latter, who held councils wherever they chose, without regard to

the Indians and made separate treaties instead of having a general con-

ference with all the nations. They (the Indians) did everything possi-

ble at Fort Stanwix to follow this plan, as their intention was to secure
peace. In spite of the mischief done, they are still sincere in this desire.

Propose to have a treaty early in Spring, in the manner they point
out. In the meantime they urge that the surveyors and others be pre-

vented from coming on the Indian side of the Ohio, and it would not be
their fault if the plan suggested were not carried into execution. 661
Judgment of the Court of Appeal, reversing a judgment of the Com-

mon Pleas in the case of William and Robert Grant and Alex. Gray. 848

Finlay to Nepean. Differences between Chief Justice Smith and the
Judges of Common Pleas. (See Q. 28, p. 300). 667
Same to the same. Delays in Council, &c. (See Q. 28, p. 302). 669

Same to the same. Ordinances passed in Council, &c. (See Q. 28,

p. 306). Remarks on the same. The dislike of the Canadian noblesse
to trial by jury, and the disparaging remarks made by the judges on the
same system. Why should their dislike deprive others of the privilege?
The prejudices against English commercial laws, the results of misrep-
resentations on the subject. The merchants uneasy over the proposal
to deprive them of trial by juiy in commercial cases. 673
Draught of an ordinance for the bettei- administration of justice, and

to regulate the practice of the law in the Province of Quebec, with pro-

ceedings, petitions, &c. 679 to 719
Ordinance to regulate the proceedings in the courts of civil judicature,

&c. (in English 720 ; in French, 728). 720 to 736
Ordinance to empower the commissioners of the peace to regulate the

police of the Towns of Quebec and Montreal (in English 737 ; in

French, 738). 737, 738
Ordinance for establishing courts of criminal jurisdiction (in English

739 ;
in French, 742). 739 to 744

Civil list for the Province of Quebec for 1787. 678
Memorial of the merchants trading to Quebec, in support of petition

from Quebec praying for a reform of the civil constitution. 745
Abstract of a treaty concluded at Fort Ilarmar between the United

States and the Wyandot, Delaware, Ottawa, Chippewa, Pottawatomie
and Six Nation Indians. 748
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1789.

March 12,

Quebec.

May 14,

London.

May 30,

London.

June 1,

Quebec.

June 4,

Quebec.

Jnue 8,

London.

June 12,

Quebec.

June 25.

December 20,

London.

1790.

August 25,

Quebec.

Extracts from Minutes of Council respecting the legal and judicial

powers of collecting the public moneys and the necessity for a Court of
Exchequer. Page 752
Samuel Holland to Pitt. Sends memorial, recalls his services and

trusts that in the latter part of his life he may not be deprived of any
portion of his salaiy. 850
Memorial by Holland to the Treasury, on the subject of his salary. 852
Thomas Dalton, Captain, Creek Indians, to S3'dney. That he had

arrived with the talks of the Kings, chiefs and head warriors of the
Britif^h Indians in North America, which he desired to present. Asks
for an interview for that purpose. 857

Talks annexed. 859
Memorial of the merchants of 3Iontreal, in favour of the re-instatement

of Monk, Attorney General, 864
John Craigie to Nepean. Sends letter that Mrs. Hope intends to

embark for London on the lOth of this month. Suggests that Hope's
pension be continued to his widow. The good effects of Monk's removal
lost owing to the death of Hope. 869

Dalton to Grenville. Calls attention to the talks from the Indians in

the possession of iSTepean and asks for an interview, 871
Merchants of Quebec to Adam Lymburner, their agent in London.

They had received news of his interview with Pitt, respecting Canadian
affairs. They presented memoi-ial to Lord Dorchester on the removal of
Mr. Monk, from the Attorney Generalship. Their reception and the
statement that Monk had not been removed for acting as advocate for

the merchants. An address on the King's recovery is proposed, and if

carried, will be sent through Lord Dorchester. 872
Distance from Quebec to the Grand Portage. 876
The distances given ai-e :

—

Quebec to Montieal 180 miles
Montreal to Carleton Island 180 "

Thence to Niagara 150 "

From Niagara to the landing, thence to Fort
Schlosser 36 "

Thence to Fort Erie, from Erie to Detroit,

being the east and west extremity of

Lake Erie, with about 20 miles of the

Detroit river 240 "

Total from Quebec to Detroit 786 "

From Detroit to Michilimakinak 310 "

Thence to the Portage 450 "

In all 1,546

Clapham to Nepean. For the payment of £50 to meet bills drawn by
Mr. Tunstall, Quebec, 877

Journal of a committee of the whole Coiincil, to report on the opinions
of the judges of the Common Pleas and the Attorney and Solicitor

General, respecting the model of the Prerogative Court jurisdiction. 773
List of the records and extracts made part of the journal. ' 821
These are :

1. Commissions to the judges of the Common Pleas for the Preroga-
tive Court business in 1777.

2. The commission, 5th July, 1778,

3. The commission of 11th November, 1779.

4. The letters of delegation under the Prerogative Court seal of 15th

August, 1776, to Messrs. Livius, Owen and Taschereau for Montreal
-district.
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1790.

5. The same to Messrs. Mabane, Dunn and Panet of same date.

6 *7. Draughts of an ordinance, not passed, proposed in the Legislative

Council in 1782.

8. Extracts from the Journals of the Legislative Council for 1782.

9. Commission to Mr. Daine of the Prev6t^ of Quebec, 25th March,
1744.

10. A similar commission to M. de Eouville, 1st April, 1745, for juris-

diction of Three Elvers.

11. A similar commission to Mons. Monrepau (Monrepos), 1st Feb-
ruary, 1741, for Montreal jurisdiction.

12. Commission to the Intendant, M. Bigot.

13. The Intendant's ordinance, 7th July, 1718.

14. Eoyal declaration of the Fi-ench King, 15th December, 1721.

15. The same, dated 1st of October, 1741.

16. The same, dated 1st February, 1743.

State of grants of land in Canada, particularly in ecclesiastical

hands. Page 833
Title, estates and community of St. Sulpicians in Canada. 835
Jesuil estates. For information on these the report refers to the report

on Amherst's claim, transmitted. 846

1790.

October 9,

Quebec.
October 14,

Montreal.

October 14,

Montreal.

October 22,

Quebec.

1791.

March and
April.

April 5,

London.

May 13,

Edinburgh.

June 16,

London.

July 1,

London.

Canada—Promiscuous Papers—1790-1800.

Q. 57—1.

Memorial from the merchants and citizens of Quebec and Montreal.
That the question of a form ofgovernment will not be laid before Parlia-

ment till next Session ; their agent had applied for a copy ofthe proposed
bill which was refused. Their sentiments are the same as those expressed
in memorial of 1784, of which a copy is sent which they request may
be transmitted to His Majesty's ministers. Page 12

In French. 15

Merchants of Montreal, praying that it may be made a port of entiy,

without being subject to Quebec. 1

The same in French. 8

Merchants, flour manufacturers, &c., for amendments to the law, to

permit of export to the Newfoundland fisheries, the Province of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, and to the West Indian Islands. 4
The same in French. 9

Eecommendations (of various dates) to appoint Eobert Townson to the
office of naturalist in Canada, which it is proposed to establish. 29 to 35
Lymburner to Grenville. That owing to the importance of the Quebec

bill, he is anxious that it should receive further consideration before the
report of the committee is received or a debate arises. If the report is

deferred to-night, he will wait on His Lordship with certain papers. 51

Eobert Townson to Nepean. Calling attention to his application for

the office of naturalist in Canada, and asking if any decision has been
come to. 36
Notes from Lymburner on the boundary ofthe Provinces of Upper

and Lower Canada. 39
Notes on various subjects connected with the Act of 1791. 40 to 50
Lymburner to Dundas. Sends statements of exports from Quebec for

1787 and 1788, to show the articles usually sent to reimburse the mer-
chants of London for the goods sent to Quebec. 53

Eeturns of exports for 1787. 57
The same for 1788, 59
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1791.

July 1,

London.

July 15,

London.

August 9,

London.

August 10,

London.

August 11,

Whitehall.

August 19,

London.

August 27,

London.

August 28,

London.

August 29,

Whitehall.

August —

.

September 2,

London.

September 8,

Montreal.

Division of the two provinces proposed by Lymburner, with the
reasons for the proposal. Page 54
Memoranda by Lymburner on different points, namely : Trade with

Vermont and the construction of a canal. 61

Armed vessel for the protection of the fisheries. 63
The constitution of a Court of Appeal. 64
Encouragement of trade between the border states and Canada. 68
Lymbui-ner to Nepean. Sends extracts of papers from Canada in

favour of Monk, as Attorney General, Yl
The extracts dated in 1789 from Canada. 73 to 78
Case of James Monk, late Attorney General for Quebec. 82

Lymburner to Nepean. That owing to the early sailing of the last

ships for Canada, it is necessary he should see Mr. Dundas before writing
to the committee. All that he has advocated as agent for the Province
has been for the advantage of Britain and the colony, although his

representations had not been atttended to. 79
Nepean to Lymburner. That Dundas does not know what passed be-

tween him (Lymburner) and others of His Majesty's servants, but he
(Dundas) had paid eveiy attention to his representations. Cannot see

him until the subject is considered by the ministry. 81
Lymburner to Dundas. Sends in writing the material points stated

yesterday. Had no desire to embarrass the Gover-nment in the objections

he had made to parts of the bill. Nothing will contribute more to please

the people of Canada and secure the interests of Gi-eat Britain than a re-

union of the country under one Government. 99
Memoranda referred to in letter. 101-104
Lymburner to Dundas. Sends observations on the Magdalen Islands

and others, on the general affairs of the province. 106
Observations on the Magdalen Islands. 107
Eemarks on clauses of the proposed Act, with objections, expressing

his doubts of the power granted by the new Act to divide the pro-

vince. 112

Extract from letter of the committee at Quebec, pointing out defects

in the bill. 115
Eemarks by Lord Hawkesbury on the instructions to Dorchester. 116

Establishment of a corps of infantry to be raised and sent to Upper Can-
ada. 11'7

Account of extraordinary expenses paid by the Deputy Paymaster
General, between 14th June and 23rd October 1790. 119
Expenses of the civil and military departments of Canada for the

year 1790, so far as known to the Treasur3^ 127
Account of warrants for extraordinary expenses granted by Dor-

chester, between 25th October, 1790, and Slst May, 1791. 128
List of the officers of the Customs of Canada (the offices but not the

names given). 138
Lymburner to Nepean. Has Dundas looked over the papers, and

what was resolved on? When does the frigate sail? The merchants
wish to know if a mail is to be sent by her. 139
Memorial (in French) by Hertel de Eouville. States his services ; the

suit against him by a young advocate, the papers in which have been
sent to the Ministry. Prays that before his death he may have the con-
solation of learning that he has been justified in the eyes of his
Sovereign. 140

Observations (in French) by Eouville, on the proceedings in the com-
plaint bronght against him by Foucher. 143
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1791.

October 7,

Hampstead.

November 18,

Quebec.

November 19,

Whitehall.

November 24,

Niagara.

November 25.

December 26,

Quebec.

No date.

1792.

January 4,

Pimlico.

The report (in English) of the Council on the complaint by Foucher
against de Eouville, with proceedings. Page 146

J. L. Bouthillier to Dundas. For employment as a schoolmaster at
Quebec. . 173

Proclamation, by Clarke, for giving effect to the Act for dividing the
Province of Quebec (in English 186; in French, 190). 186 to 193

Grenville to Dundas. Sends letter from Peters. 175
Same date (Pimlico) Samuel Peters to Grenville, Had received

letter from Levi Allen, who had reached Buston from Halifax and
owing to his funds being exhausted had drawn on Dr. A. A. Peters for
£100 sterling. Has other letters from America, which state that emi-
gration and discontent prevail. His friends wish to know by January
whether or not he is to go out Bishop of Canada, as February and March
are the months for moving on the snow. 176

Extract from letter, no signature nor address given. Details of the
battle between the Indians and Americans, on the 3rd of November
instant, near Miamis Town, in which the Americans were defeated with
severe loss; death of Butler, the second in command. The account des-

cribes the action, the course of the fight ; the repulse of two attacks by
the Indians; their successful return, the defence and repulse of the
Americans, &c., of whom, "besides the commanding officer, the Adjutant
General and Surveyor General, 1,200 are reported to have been killed,

but this is probably an exaggerated statement. Has not heard of one
prisoner. About 50 of the Indians are said to be killed and wounded.
The American force consisted of 1,500 regulars and 800 militia, 2,300 in

all ; the Indians numbered nearly 2,000. Two forts, with 100 men each,

and but little provision, are surrounded by the Indians. The report
may be depended on, as Simon Girty, if not in the action was in view of it.

He had joined McGee (McKee) at the footoftheEapids and brought the
American orderly books and all their papers. Butler's scalp has, it is said,

been sent to Brant, with a severe sarcasm for his not being there.

Humanity shudders at the number who have fallen, but as they were
clearly the aggressors they are less to be pitied ; the cruelties that
must fall on the defenceless frontiers of the Western settlements are

infinitely more dreadful and call for every possible preventive. Has
written to urge the traders to inspire the Indians with moderation.
The Americans will have difficulty in raising another army for

this service ; they will probably listen to terms of peace, which may be
obtained by the influence of the British Government and traders. The
terms the Indians seek for boundaries ; wishes the peace-makers of '83

had known a little more of the country. 178
Papers relating to the proposed engagement of Eeichel to superintend

the cultivation of hemp in Canada. 182-184
Order continuing the judges and officers in their positions and employ-

ment after the Act of 1791 takes effect. (English, 198 ; French,
199.) 198 to 200
Notes on the removal of Monk from the office ofAttorney General. 19
Observations on the Act by which it is proposed to divide the Province

into Upper and Lower Canada, pointing out the insufficiency of the
clauses for that purpose, with a proposed preamble (p. 26) and extract
from the Proclamation of 1763 (p. 27). 22
Samuel Peters to Dundas. Sends extract of letter from Lewis Alden

(assumed name of Levi Allen) to Peters. 194
The letter, dated Alburgh, Vermont, 27th November, 1791, reports

the cause of the failure of his mission, the union of Vermont with the
other States having been completed some months before he left London.
What troubles him most is, that he was so near success. Had he got up
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1792.

January 9,

Inver-
keithing.

March 2,

London.

April 30,

Quebec.

June 5,

London.

November 5,

Niagara.

December 2,

London.

1793.

March 12,

London.

March 29,

London.

July 31.

the St. Lawrence last year with his goods, Vermont would not have
joined the Union. Ethan Allen was dead and Ira silent on account of
the lands at Alburgh claimed by Caldwell. Other motives ; the people
at large see they have done wrong, but it is now too late, By-and-bye
they will see as clearly as St, Paul did when the scales fell from his

eyes. Page 194
Robert Townson to Mr. Day, London, Sends his address in case he

should be employed as naturalist in Canada, as he is leaving for Stock-
holm, &c, 38

Colonel Johnston to Barnard, For information respecting the
arrangements for settlers to Upper Canada, for a friend in Austrian
Flanders, who may bring others with him. 201

Caldwell to Grrenville. For a mandamus to obtain the lands near
Lake Champlain as a recompense for those he had lost to the South of
line 45°. Sends petition he had formerly transmitted, 203
The petition dated 8th December, 1788. 204
Paper on the culture of hemp, sent from Eussia by Whitcomb, 197

Peter Eussell to Nepean, Congratulates him on his safe return. Asks
him to assist in removing the uncertainty of his appointment as Receiver
General, as, although he is recognized as such by Simcoe, he is liable to

be superseded at any moment. Urges the issue of his patent to avoid
loss, &c. , he has provided for securities and for the payment of the
necessary fees. 206

Sir Henry Clinton to Pitt. Respecting the claims of Arnold. The
importance of the information he furnished in 1780 regarding the arrival
of the French fleet and army in July of that year; had Admiral Arbuth-
not placed the same reliance on it as he did, the French army would
have been met and defeated on landing at Rhode Island. The want of
success does not lessen Arnold's claim. Encloses letter from him on the
subject. The £6,000 paid to Arnold was not in full compensation for
his services, but he (Clinton) did not doubt that his (Arnold's) zeal and
services would be rewarded at the proper time. 208

Sir John Johnson to Dundas, That on his arrival on leave of absence
he had called and left letters from Clarke, but did not think himself
justified in calling at a season of much public attention. In consequence
of the war with France, he now, however, otters his services in a
military line. Suggests that his late regiment be re-established on the
same terms as other levies, and that he should be appointed colonel, the
other officers to obtain permanent rank. Reasons why his request
should be granted. Asks for an interview. 210
The same to King, wilh extract of letter promised the previous

day. 258
The extract from Shelburne to Sir William Johnson, dated Whitehall,

11th December, 1760, on the subject of his office of superintendent of
Indian affairs being under the orders only of the Commander-in-chief of
Canada. 259

Suggestions respecting the Province of Upper Canada, submitted by
Captain Stevenson to Dundas by desire of Simcoe. Field train of
artillery necessary; artificers' company wanted; respecting the posi-

tions of McGill, Commissary, and of Brigade Major Littlehales and Mr.
Small; Lieutenant Smith appointed Surveyor General; respecting a
supply of clei'gy; the French emigrants would be useful at Detroit;
what is to be the position of French settlers there? The loyalists sent
from England not entitled to indulgences ; a port wanted for Upper
Canada; Upper Canada will not answer expectations if dependent on

6a--21
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1793.

No date.

No date.

1792.

October 29,

London.

1793.

September 17.

1794.

April 11.

July 8,

Quebec.

August 10,

Nimegnes.

Lower Canada; other short notes on various subjects relating to Upper
Canada. Page 240

Further observations, political, commercial and military, on the con-

sequence of Upper Canada and the navigation of the Mississippi, &c. 250
Papers relating to the case of Judge de Eouville. 213
Considerations upon the government of Lower Canada to be settled

under the late Act of Parliament (1791). 261
The considerations refei-

:

1. To the constitution of the House of Assembly. 261
2. Eevenue. 265
3. Quints, lods et ventes and posts. 266
4. Expenditui-e of public money and support of civil government. 267
5. Courts of justice. 269

Canada—Promiscuous Papers—1 790—1800.

Q. 57-2.

Continuation of considerations on the Government ofLower Canada :

6. Charters. Page 275
7. Religious Communities. 277
8. Clause of a Bill for altering the Courts of Justice in Lower

Canada. 280
9. Quit rents.

^
285

10. Q^he oil or whale fishery 287
11. Emigration. 288
A general view of the situation and importance of the several military

posts in Upper Canada ; with a brief description of the great lakes and
their communication ; together with some i-emarks on the frontier and
boundary line of the Province addressed by Gother Mann to Dorches-
ter. 290
Eemarks (apparently by Grenville) on the manner of laying out the

down and Clergy Eeserves. _ 361
Bishop of Leon to , for a passport to a son of M. de la Marre

going to Quebec. Three ecclesiastics going to Quebec, M. de Lavan, M.
de le Vadoux and M. Didier, whom he can recommend. 433

Extract of a letter, the name of neither the writer nor recipient of
which is given. Peace still continues, but owing to the hostile

dispositions of the Americans its continuation is doubtful. The Execu-
tive manifests no wish to depart from neutrality, but it is very doubtful,

indeed, if so feeble a government can i-esist the passions of the people.

It is reported that privateers have brought in British prizes to Charles-
ton. If true, such acts must bring on a rupture. From Dorchester's
talk with the Indians and Simcoe building a fort at the Falls of the

Miami, it seems as if a rupture were considered to be inevitable. The
Americans seem to have plenty on their hands with the Indians, as late

advices say they are in a general confederacy and that Wayne's army
is in a bad situation. Sends extracts. The pains taken to delude the
people of this Province have had their etfoct, so much so, as to cause an
active exertion of Government to apprehend and imprison persons
charged with seditious practices, and the alarm is so general as to cause
a respectable association to come forward with a declared resolution to

bring to justice all disaffected persons and to support and defend Govern-
ment. 366
Count de Mertois St. Ouen (in French). That he had done all in his

power to i-escue France, had sacrificed everything and now solicits a

passage to Canada, where he desires to settle. 372
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1794.

October 2,

Quebec.

December
London.

1795.

June 12,

London.

1796.

February 29,

Pimlicc.

April 13,

Pimlico.

April 16,

Pimlico.

1797.
April 3,

London.

April 17,
London.

April 24,

London.

June 1.

November 20,

Lybster.

1799.
January 20,

York.

March 9.

Table of fees proposed by the Land Committee to be established in the
land granting department of Lower Canada. Page 368

J. Fort Smyth to Portland. That his information about the proper
boundaries arises from his earnest desire to preserve Canada to Britain,

a country which is of greater value and importance than any person at
present sees. Offers his services, 370

Brickwood to King, Sends remarks from a friend on ihe situation of
Canada and its commercial abilities and resources, 375
Remarks on the access to Upper Canada by way of Quebec and New

York, the efforts made by the Americans to improve internal communica-
tion. The superior natural advantages of Canada in this respect. The
State of New York has built canals by the sale of land ; urges that
the same system should be followsd in Canada; by improvements thus
effected the trade would be secured. This is the only time to do this

before the resources derived from the lands are exhausted, 376
Rev, Samuel Peters to King, Sends memorial from Upper Canada. The

fees, &c., are settled by Royal Commission, and cannot be abrogated by
the Provincial authority. The system ihat prevailed in Georgia under
British rule for the granting of lands, which proves the statements of
Mr. White, Attorney Genei-al, to be unfounded. Presumes that the fees

for the Secretary of Upper Canada must remain till altered by His
Majesty and he cannot say how the Legislative and Executive Councils
attempted to alter them. Should the Councils have this power, it will

cause much ill-blood. Asks an early attention to this unhappy contest
about fees and power amongst His Majesty's civil officers. The impedi-
ments that would be caused by the Attoiney General's plan, 434
Memorials and other documents by William Jarvis, Secretary, re-

specting the appointment of assistants and division of fees, 437 to 454
Rev. Samuel Peters to King. Asks if the Duke of Portland has yet

ordered an answer to the memorial of Mr. Jarvis, Secretary, 455
The same to the same. Thanks for the order respecting stationery

to the Secretary for Upper Canada, What resolution has been arrived
at respecting his fees ? 456

Application foi- stationery by Jarvis, referred to. 457
Wm. Dummer Powell to King. Sends memorial for an allowance

ot half of the Chief Justice's salary, whilst Powell did the whole duty
;

asks that it be submitted to the Duke of Portland. 458
Memorial, 459
Memorial of Captain Patrick Sinclair, that his salary as Governor

of Michilimakinak be transferred to the establishment in Britain, 462
Sinclair's commission. 463
Wm, Dummer Powell to King. Urges that a speedy decision be

given on his application. The distress caused by the uncertainty. 461
Bishop of Leon to the same. That Lord Dorchestei- be asked to re-

ceive the following priests of the Congregation of the Seminary : Jean
Gaspard de St. Felix

; Antoine Jacques Boudet ; Pierre Bonyer ;

Chicoisneau and Delavan,
'

465
Patrick Sinclair to the same. Acknowledging receipt of answer to his

memorial. 466

Robert J. D. Gray to Simcoe. Thanks for his kindness; his circum-
stances prevent him from spending some time in England as advised.
Has heard nothing yet of his mother's pension. 467

Observations (in French) dated 29th November, 1798, on the election
of a French priest as Superior of the Seminary of Montreal. 483
Note by J. Gale, that as the person appointed to the office not being

either really or constructively a natural-born subject, his election cannot
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1799.

June 24,

Kensington
Palace.

October 15,

VVolford
Lodge.

1800.

June 19,

London.

June 24,

London.

July 18,

London.

November 28.

No date.

in the meantime be approved of, but will be more fully considered by
His Excellency. •-

^

Paece 486
Major G. S. Smythe to King, with letter from Conolly, Deputy Super-

intendent of Indian Affairs, to be taken into consideration. 4b'9

The letter calls attention to a survey which is contemplated on the

Mississippi to e.xtend northward to the Falls of St. Anthony. 470
Simcoe to King. Sends letters from Brant and from Elliott, late

Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Asks what answer he shall make.
Sends also letter from Gray ; the faith of the Duke of Portland was
pledged for the pension to Mrs. Gray. 472

Letter from Brant (enclosed) is dated 22nd January, stating Elliot's

dismissal without an investigation, and his desire for a public trial. 474
Elliot's letter of same date respecting his dismissal, &c. 477
Atnold to King. Sends copy of his memorial to Russell for lands in

Upper Canada, and of letter fj-om the Duke of Poi'tland to Russell,

ordering a grant on the usual conditions, except that residence is

dispensed with. Points out the change made in respect to fees by the

new regulations; the little value of the land ; his expenditure in raising

a regiment being more than he had ever received from Government,
and asking that the mistake in reference to the fees be rectified. 491
Memorial enclosed. 494
Resolution of the Legislative Council for grant to Arnold. 49fi

Arnold to King. Recapitulates the promises made to him of land in

Upper Canada, previous to the new regulations. He considers the

lands promised him in 1797, as a fair and clear purchase by his services.

The only favour granted him was to dispense with his presence in

Canada, owing to hits services in Guadaloup. The lands were not subject

to the new regulations sent out in 1798. after they had been granted to

him.
'

488

The same to the same. That he had written to his sons, that he

(King) is sensible of the mistake made and has promised immediately
to transmit an order to the Governor and Council of Upper Canada to

have the grant made out accoiding to the rules in force before 1798. 490

Introduction to a memorial from old Colonial subjects, in Lower
Canada, who had entered on lands on the faith oi promises that these

lands should be given them. The alarm that grants are to be made to

new applicants. Pi-ayer for the grants being made, not subject to any
fees but those that would have been payable had the grants issued

immediately. 497
The memorial signed by J. Gale as attorney for the applicants. 498
Notes respecting Provincial matters:

1. On the establishnent of a general government for all the King's

Provinces in North America. 323

2. The establishment of a free course of justice in the same. *324

3-. The establishment of a proper mode of trial for murder, &c.,

committed in parts of the interior country, which by the interpretation

of the limits may be found extra provincial. 326

4. A more perfect organization of the Courts of Justice in Lower
and Upper Canada. 328

5. The establishment of a i-espectable militia. 329
6. The establishment of a Provincial Naval Department. 332

7. The defence of the King's Provinces in general. 333
8. The tenures of land in respect to mines and minerals, quit rents,

mutation fines, and the conversion of feudal tenures into free and
common soccage. 337

9. The establishment of a university and schools. 338
10. A decision on the estates of the Jesuits in Canada. 339
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No date. 11. A decision on the estates and claims of the Seminary of St. Sul-

pice in Canada. Page 340
12. A decision on the application for a separate custom house at

Montreal. 342
13. A decision on the application of the inhabitants of Montreal

respecting the town walls. 343
14. The culture of hemp. 344
15. An alteration of the new Act in respect to the disqualification of

those Canadians who, though absent at the cession, have been residents

of the Province for more than seven years. 345
16. Calls attention to the change in Upper Canada for the toll of

millers from one-fourteenth to one-twelfth. 346
Further notes endorsed " Observations on Lord Doi'chester's paper of

Provincial matters for consideration," taking up the subjects briefly, the

numbers referring to those whose titles are given from 323 to 346. 347
Proposed plan by Dundas of the judicature of Lower Canada. 357
Plan for the judicatures of the undermentioned Government in the

West Indies and North America.
North America. Those for Upper and Lower Canada on separate

papers. New Brunswick. Nova Scotia. Cape Breton. Island of St.

John. Bermuda. Bahamas.
West Indies. With the exception of Dominica and Virgin Islands,

» the judicatures are provided for by the respective Islands, or not all.

Jamaica and Barbadoes pay their own judges. Dominica, Grenada,
and St. Vincent. The Leeward Islands are each mentioned separ-

ately. 351 to 356
The separate papers for Lower Canada (357) and for Upper Canada

(360). 357-360

Memorandum by Gren'^ille respecting the boundary between Quebec
and New Brunswick. 364

Observations by Isaac Todd and Simon McTavish on the North-West
and other Indian Trade. 382
Communication by Mr. Inglis of Mark Lane on the fur trade. 385
Note by Mr. Hammond to King, relating to the boundaries. 388
Memoire (in French) unsigned, stating the promises of de Puisaye to

the writer, which were not fulfilled and charging him with improper
conduct. The tone of the letter is seen in the conclusion. The British

Ambassador to the United States, it is said in it, heard so much respect-

ing de Puisaye whilst in Upper Canada, that he sent to Quebec to

obtain further information respecting his intrigues, "But General
Sunter knew more about them than he did and answered ' I know the
rascal.' Facts fitted to call for the vigilance of an ambassador and to

cause the utterance of such an epithet from a General in command must
certainly be very serious." 389
Remarks on Canada. 409
List of persons holding temporary appointments in the Indian Depart-

ment for 1796. 432
Proposed establishment for the same department for the same

year. 432rt

Memorial of Francis Costa, naval officer of Upper Canada, representing
that the office to which he had been appointed by patent is held by
others, so that he has been deprived of it. 479
Copy of patent for his appointment. 481

6a—22
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