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INTRODUCTION. -

Two or three yesrs ago the Montreal Wrrwkss
devoted much attention to the question of finding
work for the nnemployed in sgricultural pursnits,
and opened its columns to descriptions of the
attractinns of different parts of the comntry. It
was 1 10n found that the hope aud interest of the
people centered largely fn the pralries of the
North-West, and numerous were the letters of
enquiry with regard to that land of promise. In
the published accounts within reach there was
much evidence of oneé-sldedness and some con-
tradiction. Anetber defect which was too ap-
parent In slmost all North-Western Hteratare
was the fact that the writers were not practical
agriculturists themselves, and it might be ae
wise to send a doctor to examine and test s steam
engine as send & man who never did a day’s
work on a farm to write of the agricultursl
capabilities of a new oocuntry, Stills another
defect in the writings referred to, was the lack
of sympathy, or fellow feeling, between the
writers aud the class of readers who, above all
others, needed correct informstion. ' Perhaps a
doctor after having carefully examined a steam
engine, might be able to make a report on its
condition, which woald be underst >od by other
doctors as well, if not better, than if the rapoet
had beea made by au engineer ; but it certainly
would not be 0 well understood by engineers as
if made by one of their number—s0o & book.
learned gentloman might write correctly and
intelligently aboat farms sod farming, "bat he
conld make himgelf much bstter-understood by
farmers if he had previously worked for many
years on a farm. Agsin, although a person
teavelling rapidly for saveral weeks over & large
country will have opportunities for seelng a good
deal, yet a great deal more will remain unsees
by him, and for & knowledge of what he does not
see he must trust to the statements of others
who have seen it ; but if hia informants are all
of one class, thiir statements will be more or less
biased to soit the views and interests of that
particular class, Hitherto nearly all the writers
about the North-West have either been specula-
tors themselves, or were the guests and friends
of specnlators, consequently their writings have
been chiefly detived from, and made in the in-

* teresta of, that class, but in variance with the

interests of the gruat majority of the peopls who
proposs to make that country their future home,

who, from the nature of thiogs, cannot be sl
wpeculators. i

Having been born and brought up on
backwoods farm, and having sfterwards clearsd
one for inyself, the proprietors of the Wrrnzas
thought I wouald be a snitable person to sead to
the North-West to glean ioformation among the
settlors there, which might be of use to many of
the readera of that paper, as some of them or
their friends might be thinking of removing to
that Iand of promise. It waa their desire that I
should avoid as much as poesible the beaten
paths in which others had soaght for information,
and strike oot afresh for mywelf, and to this end
I was given carte blanche both as to time mod
mezns to be ased.

I did not at firat anticipate that my letters
weuld ever appear in pamphlet form, or my first
commaunications might not have been written 5o
much on the “* minor key,” a1 sowe readers have
expressed it, aithough in all cases I wrote as Ithen
felt ; but haviog just previous to my departure
for the North-West, been reading a glowing
description of that conntry, written by Thomas
Spence, and finding the true state of the country
so uplike the description given, I felt a good
deal of disappointment and much inclined to
find fault with everything that was not up to
my sauticipations. Most of the new settlers
whom I met in that country seem to have ex-
perienced the same feeling of disappointment on
their arrival, although they were afterwards
well satisfied with their new home, and many of
them blamed XMr. Spence's highly colored
pictures as the chief cause of their faslings of
disappointment. I further believe that Mr.
Spence’s work, although containing a great deal
that is trae, has driven hundreds, if not
thousands, of intending settlers out of that
country after they were at the tronble and ex-
pense of going thers ; for people will sometimes
injure themselves in order to be revenged, as
they think, on their deceivers. A few words
more to the intending settler, and I am done for
the present (although I hope to continue my
lattera to the WITNEsS on this subject after the
press of Parliamentary news is over). The best
time for coming to the country is early in the
spring before the frost is out of the ground, or
in the latter part of the summer after the rainy

season is over. The month of Auguat I consider
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the bent time, although & person coming early in
the spring roay secure his lot in = more coun-
venlent place, and also raise s considerable crop
the Srat summer, which he eould net do if he
cams Iater ; but I know of & good many people
‘who came to Manitoba at the beginning of
April, yet had not done as much work on their
farms by the first of O¢tober, as they might have
done in one month's steady work. Travelling
in August here is very inexpeneive, and almoat
Ay pleasant as a pic-nic, if you have a tent and
team of your own, This s also the best time
for judging the quality of the soil, aa there ia no
test so nafe and sure as * ths crop test,” or the
judging of the land by what it produces. The
moles, gophers, and badgers are also useful
animals to show the nature of the soil without
your haviog the trouble to dig into it yourself.
The moles burrow near the surface, and make
deposite of the earth in little piles on the
grass, a little distance from their hole. If this
deposit is rich black clay, or loamy soil, without
any gray or white clay, or gratel mixed with it,
the noil Is good (that is il there is little or no
alkali in it), but if the moles bring up a good
deal of light colored clay, or gravel, leave the
land to them, and pass on to where the soil is
deeper. Except where the soil is exceedingly
deep, the gophers and ground equirrels bring up
more or less of the lighter colored subseil, or
gravel, but you ean judgs of the quality of the

#0il by the qusntity and quality of each kind on|

exhibition, The bodgera are powerful animals
and expeditious diggers, and are useful in bring-
ing to light the subsoil, so that you may judge
for yourself, whether it is white soapy clay, gray
elay, gravel or sand. ' .

After alittle practice a person can judge pretty
well the quality of the scil, even when the grass
is burnt off, and there are no earth-mounds

thrown up by the little animals referred tu.
The surface of the best prairie Iands In the
North-West iz like n turtle’s back, irregular like
low wide potato-hills, This is caured by the
action of the frost on very rich land, but I have
not space here to explain it fully. If the surface
is very smooth and the grags or weeds fine and
not close together, no matter how rich the soil
may look, avoid it, ss thers is too much alkali
present. I have also remarked that there je
scarcely any alkali in land where timber or
bushes grow, although small alkall spote are
often met with almost sarrounded by timber.

I would advice all new comers to receive with
caution a great deal of the advics which they
will bo sure to receive, perhaps while on the
way, but certainly after their arrival ja the
North-West. Some of the persons giving the
advice may sesm to be quite disinterssted, but
even if they may have no axe to grind for them-
selves, there is grest likelihood that some of their
friends own s dull axe, - I a'n sorry to say that
this applies to sbme of the Government officials,
although I believe that their masters at Ottawa
sre sinoerely desirous of promoting the best in-
teresta of the country,

Hoping that the readers of this pamphlet may
derive a considerable amount of instruction or

amusement from its perusal, .

I remalin their sincere friend,

DAVID CURRIEK.
AMontreal, March 10th, 1880,

P. 8.—I have just read in the papers that the
Government at Ottawa propose to allow settlers
in the North-West to import cattle for theirown
use free of duty, for which considerate act they
have my most hearty thanks, i
. DG
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ON THE WAY TO THE XORTHE-WEST.

THE TRIP THROUGH CANADA—THE SMOXERS' PARADISE—A BAILWAY CONDUCTOB WHO UNDERSTAXDS
Hifl BUAISYAS—TEAVELLERS' NOTES IN THE UNITED STATES—TO BE REMEMBIEID,

% Br. Paon, March 28,

-~ 8m,—Ha for some time been aﬁoctgd,
~nore or lews, with the “‘Munitoba fever,” which
has been incressing in virulence throughont the
greater part of the older provincea of Canads,
and i pow rpreading to the United Btates, I
socepted with plessure s favorable opportunity
of visiting the Great North-West, On the evening
of Tuesday, 25th fnst., I purchasssd for $29 a
second-class ticket from Montreal to Bt Vincent,
near Emerson, Manitoba, and left the Bonavea-
ture Depot at ten o'clock p.m. The jrurney
over the Grand Trunk Railway to Detrolt was
made in twen?-ﬁve hours, iocluding a deten-
tion of two sud a half hours on the track neor
Searboro, owing to the engine of a freight train
baviog become disabled. Unfortunately for my-
self, I hava = grest aversion to the emell of to-
bacco, and in the close, orowded sccond-class
cars of the Grand Trunk Esilway an

AXTI TOBACCO/BTOMACH

har but & poor chance, and mine being of this
sort very soon began to causs me considerabls
unsasiness, I endeavored for some time to in-
duse tho emokers in the second-class car to ab-
ttain from their incense cfferiogs, or slse go to
the nmoking-car ‘while a% thelr devotions, na my
heslth was not good and the wmoking msde rm.
sick. + Bome of them ware conalderate enongh tn
ceate “mmoking, but others would not; =0 I
complained to the conductor, but he good-
oaturedly told me that he could not help
i‘tﬁ but if I pajd £1 35 additional he would

ow me to occupy the first-claes car, When
we reached Barnia, the cars with nll their
occupeuts were shunted on board a boat and
ferried over to Purt Huron, and during the pas-.
page custom-houre officials examined our satchels
and valises, which was more s matter of form
to the Manitoba travellers than anything else.
At Port Huron onr bapgage bad to undergo s
almilar examination ; every box, trunk or-bundle
had to be opened, but a very sirict search was
not made, :

‘We reached Detroit Junction at a little after
11 p.m., nud there transferred ourselves to the
cars of the Michigan Central Railway. I soon
made the discovery that there were no second-
class cars attached, snd we had very superior
travelling acocommodations the only ohjection
being to the crowded state of the car, and the
impomsibility of letling in freeh alr excepi by
the door. A very .

OBLIGING AMERICAN BRAKESMAX
kept golng arcund, and if he saw any one stand-
ing (although of hambls appearance) he would
#ay to him, ** You come right along with me

snd T'll get you a eeat.” He wonld then march
along until he found n seat with enly one humsa
occopant. Then, un mutter how niacy valises
or overcosts thera might be on it, he wunld csll
out, * Here’s & seat, rir,” and if the former ocen-
pant made any olj-ctions to compasy, Le would
answer, ‘' Let thia gentleman eit down,” sad
would not take ** no” for an answer. I could not
but admire the good sense displsyed by this
brakesman in discriminating between a man who
in  gentleman nnd one who is not. v never
nsked what kind of a ticket'n vann had, but if he
was well-behaved he got a Gmwt-claes seat ; if,
on the contrary, he showed sigus of intoxication,
hehad to march to themmoking-cir. A reedy-lonk-
ing individnal, with two or three sheets in the |
wind, gave saymproms of *‘ossting up his ac.
counts,” when the watchfal brakesman eaid to
him, without enqniring what kiod of ticket hs
held, ' If yon take so muzh abosrd that yom
can’t atand the pressare, you had better get into
the second-class car,” and ss he did pot obey
readily, the brakesman took him by the cont col-
lar sod marched him to the emokivg-car,

It was about 0 30 a,m. when we reached Chi-
cago, where not & vestigeol snow was to be seen.
We were then tranaferred to city omuoihuses and
driven about a mils and & hall to the depot of
the Chicagn, St. Panl & Minneapolis Railway,
aud st 10.10 gearted North-wertward, leaving
our bagzage in Chicago to follow by the pext
train, as thers was not time to transter it across
the aty, and, these traina seem to be very pune-
tusl on time' .While we wers in and ‘around
Chicago, the weather was quite foagy, bot it
soon alterwards cleared up, and the sun shone
out beautifully over

THE PRETTIEST FARMING COTNTEY
that I have ever scen, The bexutiful prairfes,
at firat level but afterwarde rolling, seemed to
be a delightinl place for a farner, The dwelling.
houees wers mogtly fiue, but the barns and other
buildings s nall and often not very good. The
farm-yard wae generally disfignréd with one or
more unsightly stacks of straw or hay, which
seem to be an eye-sore in these Western States,
and are not unfrequent in Cansda. These stacks
lock more natural than artfatic in shape, and
are of various aizes and physical features, a very
common form being that of an enormons *“‘grave-
mound” at the sg,dea of which -

4 PACK OF HUNGRY HYERAA

had been endeavoring to bring about the prema-
turs resurrection of the dead (the csattle having
made similar excavations In the sides of the
stack), The prairie got quite rolling ss we drew
towards the southern boundary of Wisconsin.
It waa generally very fertile, bot 1 was told that
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in many places the water is very bad for
drinking purposes, We reached Madison, the
eapital of the State of Wirconmin, at four
po. This is the most besutifully located
city that -1 have seen, being Dbuilt on a
bill almost completely sutrounded by three
or foar pretty largs lakes, one of them at least
ten miles long and four miles wide. Bhortly
after passing Madison we came into s rough,
mountainona country sirongly resembling the
Uatinesn region. In some plices we passed
thrigh {immenve rock and asnd cotinga aud be-
tween bigh lowering rocky hilla eclothed with
bruebwood and ecrubby  white pines. “The
curves ste nuwerous and pretty sharp ; 1he train
often seerciog as if it were ronning up sgaipet
stupendoaa racks. At one place called ** Devil's
Lake” the railway is dug out of the sideof a
nearly perpendicular monptain of bare rocks
rotpe two hundred feet high, on the other side of
which is the lake ahout a guarter of a mila wide,
and over five hundred feet deep. It iacalled by
the Indisna the
" LAKE OF THE BAD SPIRIT,”

from a tradition that all perrons who fell into its
waters were st once draggzed under water by the
evil one, and cruld ot be rescued. The real
zaure of the almost certain death by drowning
- of all who fall into the luke, in the nearly per-
pendicular banks give no chaoce for any but
swimnmers to get out again, The Indians thought
the lake was bottomless, but the white man
found bettom at less than one hundred fathoms,
The rocks on the sidea of the mountains which
enclose this beautiful little lake with the ugly
name, resembla somewhat the perpendicular
colnmps of the '* Gisut's Cancewsy,” but sre not
so regulsr, There is a large hotel on ita bauks,
which is a jmummer resort for persons from
Chicseo snd other Weatern cities.

A little while after pazsing the lake we came
to m town of some importance called Baraboo
which is romantically sitnated on a little river of
that name, which ewpties into the Wisconsis
River pot far from the town. The railway
fallows the bed of this river about twenty-five
miles, between pretty high moantaina, dnriog
which the railway, river and public highway
seem to be )

PLATIG HIDE-AND BXXE

with each other, croesing and re-crossing back
and forth I don't know how often. A good deal
of the land hereabont is of poor quality, a con-
siderable portion of it having been bought sbout
twenty years agon by people dwelling in the East-
ern Ststes, who parchased it from agents with-
out having previonsly seen it. There ia consider-
able white pipe timber in_this part, although
muchk of the better kinds has been alrrady re-
moved. The land between this and 8t
Paul s pot pearly as ns in South-
srn Wisconsin, a great deal of it being very
_ poor,and sandy hillocks covered with brushwood.
We got to St Paul at six o'clock this morn-
ing and got our first view of the “ Father of
Waters,” the Mirslesippi. At this polat it re.
sembles very much the Back River near 8t Vin-
cent de Paul, at ordinary sutnmer Jevel. The
tralos runnirg $o Breckenridge, on the Red
River, made some changes in their rooning time
"this week ; coneequently, we were detained here
until five o'clock this afterncon, when we will
(D‘.Q’V.)fpurwa ourjourney to the North-West.
Now for

oF Rusticrs.

A WORD OF ADVICE

to those who msy think of coming this way, al-
thongh my experience ia not very extended as yet.

First, It is bettter to come in companies of
thirty or wore, asin such cases the Grand Trunk
Railway will furnish good, though old, first-class
cars, but a person coming slone, or with only
one or two othera will have to travel in the
recond-clasas cars, which are made bardly
habitable for common cleanly peopla, by the
amounnt of tobacco smoking, chewing and apit-
ting which is dope in them. The Montresl
Antl-Tobacco Society would secure the lasting
gratitude of many good people in Canads, if
it counld prevsail on the G. [. R. suthorities
to stop the smokiog, as they have already nearly
stopped the dricking on their passenger cars.

A person ought slso to carry with him su
ampls sapply of provicions, =s be is charged at
the refreshment rooms fifty cents for about ten
cents worth of food, swsllowed down in a hurry,
whils every moment he is dresdiog to hear the
well-known call “* All aboard !" In my own casa,
[ got a good loaf of home made bread, worth sa
16¢c ; a Bmall tin can filled with preserves, wor
about 15¢; = =mall jar containing nearly a
pound of honey in the comb, worth 20c, and a
amall parcel each of tea and sugar, and s bottle
of psin killer,—but I have had no need for the
latter yet. I also got a tin fask for bolding
wilk to drink by the way, sa the water is some-
times po better than it onght to be. I bad this
wi'k-flaek refilled with freah milk at every oppor-
tunity. I also make it & point to get one warm
meal esch day ; yet 1y whols expenses for eat-
ables frot Afontreal to St. Paul i1 less than
two dollars, snd should po further delays be
necessary, twn dollars more will do until wereach
Winnipeg. They have the habit of charging
50 cents per meal and 10 cents for a cup of tea
at the railway stationa on both rides of the line,
and the delay is zenerally so short that you have
not time to look elsewhere. At Toronto and
Chicago thers js plenty of time to get a meal
elsewhers for 23 ceats, although in the latier
<ity I had to pay 50 cents for my dinner, not-
withstandiog 1 had been promised to have it for
25 cents, The way it came to pars was this: A
hotel-runner, as roon as the tus stopped at the
railway ststion of the C. & 3t Paal Railway,
invited us to come to bis hotel for dinner, and
a5 we Gbjected paying 50 centz, he promissd to
give it for 23 centa. Several of us went, although
the time was very ahort befors the train wo
start, and after & hurried meal, we tried to set-
tle for 25 cents each, but it would not work
The runner who made the bargain was pot to ba
found, and the Iaodlord said hs had pever au-
thorized him to make such bargaios; and we
had each to fork over 50 centa in order ta catch
ths train, IS

There are & good many places where the cars
w;it fifteen or twenty minutes for relreshmenta,
where

CLEVER TRICKS OF MHAVIXG

can be dons. At Jackson, In Michigan,
one of our party who felt hongry called for »
cup of tes and a sandwich, and gave s Cana-
disn bauk bill to settls the account, bnt got back
only 65, changn in those dckiy-looking coins
called dimes and nickels. He wanted more, but
could sot get it, the purveyor seserting that Ca-
nadian bills were only worth 85¢c. on the dollar,
and the cupofl tea and sandwich cost 20 The
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Cannck hsd to leave st once, and I overheard
him counting how much thst sandwich and tea
had cost, which he made out to be 48:. an the
65¢c. change in American money W hich he re-
ceived was only worth 52c. in Caosda. A good
place to get a frst-clasa meal of good. plain
victaals is at Baraboo, Wisconsin, where the
train which leaves Chicago at ten s.m. will ar-
rive at mix p.m., snd wait for twenty minutes.
An hour befors Baraboo is reached s person
goes round among the passengers to find ont
how many want to have supper, oetensibly se
88 to telegraph the information ahead, in order
that preparations may be made, but 1
think the. resl cause s to prevent the
passengers hy previous srrsngementfrom getting
thelr enpper for 250. at the oppositiun houses
One of these oppoeition houses is a' hotal, which
I did mot visit, but I went to the other, which
is & pelvats house, where an old Yankes hdi
had prepared s sobstastial meal for 25c, an
gave acup of tea or coffee, with plenty of sugar
and milk, for five csnts.

1 might also add another word or two of advies
to indoce intsnding emigrants to Manitoba to
huve all their arrangements completed snd
affairs settled several days before starting, so
that their sleep may be disturbed sa little sa
possible. The separation from friends will canss
enongh of sleeplessness withoot the mind and
body being racked with preparations for a day
or two before starting. had meveral pretty
sleepless nights myeelf before startiog, and the
sleep got during the two first nights spent ou the
train could scarcely be called aleep, but only
short dozing, Last night, ss we had pienty of
room and frst-class car cushions for & bed, I alept
soundly, and feel vary moch better to-day.

8T, PAUL TO EMER3ON.

A DISINTIEXSTED LOOKING IRISHMAN—L BOFT-
BINDED BAILWAY—THE ARKIVAL IM MANI-
TOBA-—A WORD TO INTENDING EMIGEANTS.

Faxnsox, Mar:h 3L

We were detalned at 8t. Panl on Friday
‘from wir am. to five p.m., and, as vrual, were
swindled by *“ mine host” of the “3t, Paul
House,” His runcer at the siation sssured s
that we would only be charged twenty-five canta
per mesl, and be driven to and from the hotel
fres, While we wers hesitating sboat accepting
the good ofier, a dixinferested-looking old Irish-
man peesed by, snd told o that we need not besl-
iate about ths charges, asa he kpew the homse
well, and the charves were ouly 235¢ per meal
Although we had been canght in a similar way
in Chicago, sbout twenty of as scoepted the
offer, becanse we could Do better, and wers
driven to the botel, whers we got & go0d wash—

yourg man, who with his two sisters was going '
to Macftoba. Ha eave & §4 bill to pay thei
accotnt (§210), bat

GOT M0 CHANGR BATI.

oF RusTICUS. 5

waq due him, we could not get the money back.
‘When we got to the station we had ma oppor-
tunity of seeing part of our baggage which had
been left behind at Chicago, It seemed to have
been wrecked or the road, a8 a good many boxes
and truoks were broken open. Itrequiresa very
strong lock to bear the abuse which Western
baggagemen give to the goods in their charge.

BT. PAUL

is a pretty city built on the lower bank of tha
Missisafppi (the higher bank being over 100
feet above the water in the river). A littly
above here at Minnespolin is the Falls of St
Anthony, where the Mississippi decends about
vighty feetin less than a mile. ‘Thers is some
very good land in this vicinity, but she grester
part is poor, thers being a great mauny iakea
snd nds pear the railway north-west
from hers. While g throngh this part
of Minnesota (St. Paul to Breckenridge), I had &
good deal of conversation with the way-atation
travellers Bome of these were formerly from
the Ottaws region, and told me that a great
many Cansdians are living in thesa parts, bat
many of them Intend to sell ont in a few years
and remove fo

THR UPFER NASEATCHEWAN

when there ia snitable means of goi to that
country. I may eay bere, that I found several
native Americans, who ssy they will' remove
to the Upper Saskatchewan whenever the
C. F. Railway js openad to there.

We reached Breckenridge on the Raed River
at five a.m. Saturdsy, and had our first view of
the “ prairie sea.” will leave the description
of this ' marvellous expanse” for another time,
We got to the Glyndon croaing at sbout nine
(Mon time), or 7.30 local time. ' L, here, got
an abgndaot supply of new warmn mi :
the I had got beretofore was more
or | old. The price was five cents per
small pint, sod & great many of the pamsen-
gors boozht it. We resched Crookstown, on
the Hed Lake River, at noon, and waited a short
timw, and left some of oor passenger cars. Wea
now enterad on the part of the road whica was
laid last fall, and pot yet ballasted, and roon
found out the caxse for the recent chauge in. the
running time, wkich had delayed us eleven hours
at 8t Paul. Had we coms the previous week
we would have reached Bmekenrifge on Friday,
aod duriog the following night would reach HSt.
Vincest ; but the condition of the track made it
exoeedingly dangerous to go at might and it was
far from sale to travel on in the duy-time, The
prairie is In many places )

UEDER WATER,

the frost is coming out of the ground, and ths
track is far from steady. We went very slowly,

. and often the curs woold cant over a little as if

pasing a aharp curve, althoogh the line is
atraight as an arrow. Often we would feel that
the brakes wees being applied and the cars would
stop, although the encine had given no wamning
whutle, Mr. Lapthorn, of Montreal, who had
{oainusted himsalf into the good graces of ope of
the brakesmen, was inforwmed by that official that
they put on the brakes at all soft places when
ooe side of the track began to aink, but to pre-
vent an !riill:: among the passengers. the whie-
tls t blown, We reasched Bt. Vincent at
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started to the station to make ar-
baggage checked for Win-
disappointwent

fire p.m., and
rangements Lo get our
oipeg ; but bow great was our o
to Bod the station locked vp, and not a soul
wronod to give any information ! The station
was nestly all surrounded by water, the track
beiog only » few inches abuve the Jsurface.
At fimt we <could discover po mgn
of huwan hobitation, but at last dia-
vovered two honses about half a mile distsnt,
but did oot fee) like wading out to them. We
were not kent long waiting, bowever, before the
statinm sgent arrived in & waggon and ccnsolgd
us with the information that it was vocertain
when we conld get on to Winvipeg, bot we might
rest fur the present as un train would leave tintil
rear noun gn Suoday, Had it bern suotber day
I would ve ataid over night aleng with my
companion,as the conductor of the train wecawme
ia told us ws might ccenpy the carg over vight,
Lot atsundiwn [ started va the track to Emer-
e~n, twoand a half miles distant, and se the
Fweraon station is a balf mile from the botel we
were to stop in, I got nequainted with

MANITOBA MCD,

which srema to be very friendly with your boots,
ns it risen up and comes aloog wilthout aay coax-
ing. I bave travelled on twore sticky rosds near
Otaws, where the mud wonld Like to keep your
boots soil let you go ahead yourself ; but if you
nre determined to g, the grester part of the mad
woold prefer waiting where it was, Here on
the contrary, you trudge along until the load of
mud gets too heavy; then you scrape it off with &
stick and go shead, the only difficulty beiog the
weight of muod, and not ita adhesion to the reat
of the road, *
EMERSON

we fonnd four hotels overcrowded, aud were told
that the brat that could be done for us was &
"shake down" on the Hoor, After a good acp-
per we wanted to go to hed, having had little
tleep rince leaving Montreal. Contrary to ex-
pectation, I was furnished with a regolar bed,
the excuna being that cue of their regular lodgera
had gove away for the night; but there toight
have been other reanons, ans our Jandlord had
wade the dircovery that I had eometbicg to o
with the Wirness, Many of the transient In-
babitauts of Emerann slept that aad the follow.
iog night on the floor, without any extra bed-
clothes, and not a few eamped ont in stables or
wherever they could get a little hay to sleep on.
n Suoday morping the Ottaws party arrived,
osnd I metsome of the members of tha Hobin-
son parly from Montreal. Theee had left Aont-
real on Monday moraoing, thirty-six hours befere,
nod reached 8t. Vincent filteen hours after me.
They complaiced badly of their treatment aod
delays along the road, for although they had heen
detained several hours at varivus atations, yet
they could pever learn how long they were go-
ing to atop, so they had to stick to the traio,
and could not go and look for refreabments. The

conductors, when asked for information about |

the length of time they were likely to remain,
either could pot or would not give any informa-
tion forther than that the train mirht start at
any moment. This treatment of the passengers
was bad enongh, bnt the B

CBUELTY TO THE HORBES

&mnny times worse, as they were kept in the
(contrary to law, I believe) from Port Huron

o¥ Rusticus,

"

ta St Viocent, near 1,200 miles, without ever
getting off for feed or water, Their owners tried
to ferd and water tbem as best they conld, and

had often to travel a considerable distance along
with the horees, at no little rirk from crushing,

to scccmplieh this reeult. Two or three of
the horses gave oot by the way and were
left to recnperats, s man heing slwaye

left to take care of them, When the cars

reached Bt, Vioeent on Bunday morning
the owpers of horves were anxious to get them
off the cars, na they had been clore’ prisoners
vince Wednexday at noon ; but through some
red-tapeism some of the bondicg pagpers had not

been forwarded, and altbough it wae no fault of

the horse.owners, the poor horres were kept in

the crowded cars until after four o'clock Nun-

doy afterncon. Some of these borses I did not
see, as they were sent on v Winnipeg, but about

six o'clock twenty.five of them reached Emer-

won and were at once taken acrozs the ice on the

Hed River as they were destined for Pembina

Mouctains. This mode of crossing the river is

not altogether unknown in the Ottawa region,

The river is about 250 feet wide and has been

rising pretty rapidly of late, so that the centre

ice ia above water for over 100 feet wide, while

on each side "there iz a space of 50 or 60 feet

upder water, which, near the shore, iz 3} feet

deep, but Wasts npward towards the centre jce,

The poor horses, soms of which showed rigns of

recent hard work in the shanties, Jooked rather

drjected after their Jong ride, and were averse to

goig into the water, but one of the men would

mount the tallest horse and lead one or two
others into the water, while the rest were
driven after, When they got on to the centrs
ice, some of the horses ran away down the river_
on the ice, but were caught and brought back,

snd again had to go through the water to the
west ride, having got wet about half-way up

theirrides. The reason for hurrying them acrozs

on Sunday eveniog was the dangerous conditinn
of the ice, and I have been told to-day that the
ice nttached to the westernehore has rince broke
up, The poor nags had to stand all night on the
nppeite shore without the least shelter, although
a cold porth-west wind was blowiog, and I can
ees them rtanding there etill 88 I am writing this
letter. They are being fed with prairie bsy,
but no oats can be gotten for them here at pre-
sent.

Exerson, April 2, 1879,
HOW EMIGRANTS AHE TREATED—CHOSSING 7THR
ERD KIVER—BOME DISCLOBURES 1HAT NILD
THE ATTENTION OF THE GUVERNMENT.

Sir,—As most people are aware, the first im-
preesions made oa the mind of & traveller on
reaching 8 new country are difficult of removal ;
consequently, it ‘should be the object of any
government who wishea to altract and retsin
immigrants from other lande ¢o make all possi-
ble provision for their comfort on arrival I
will In this Jetter give a xhort account of my
firat three days' experience in the great North-
West. The fimt day at FEmerson being
Sunday I visited the three city churches,
and beard three sermons.  The first wua in
the Epiecopal church st 11 a m., where thers
were juet 8 dozen hearers. At three p m., abcut
thirty-five pecple sesembled at the Presbyterisn
church, There weuld probably bave been mrre
hearers at this church were it-not that the chares



in sftusted at some distance from the Inhabited
portion ¢f the city, and could not be reached
without wading through mud and water from
two to four inches deep. The littla Methodist

Cburch was well filled in the evening, it being the !

most convenient to the places where immigrants
were stopping.  In the evening I strolled by my-
self alone the banks of the Red River, and had
occasion to remark the doings of a ferry-man
who was busily

* PADDLING HIS LIGHT OANOE"

near the opposite shore. 'The water in the river
having lately risen between three and fonr feet,
Liad borns np: the ice in the centre of the river,
leaving the mides, which were attached to the
shore, submerged to a distance of from fifty to
sixty feet from each side of theriver. Both oxen
_ and horss teama wera crossing back and forth.
On the esstern, or Emerson eide, s couple
of planks merved as » bridge for Toot
Fmengen. while on the other nide the
icensed ferryman for five cents took travel-
lers acrosa the small strip of water between
the ice and the river bank, He was kept quite
busy, while 1 was watching, and as the cancs
would earry four persons and had to go only &
fow lengths of herself, the trips were speedily
performed, althoogh the craft frequently took in
water over the zide when the passengers, from
in;fﬁxt or other cause, did not keep perfectly
stt

On Mcnday moming, the jce near tha opposite
vhore had risen in broken pieces to the surface,
so that the canoe could not be used; but the
ferryman had taken his station at

THE ESD OF HIS FLANE &

and still collected five cents fare from every
passenger, for croesing on the plank, leaving the
unfortunate travellers to pick their way, at the
rizk of their lives, over the flonting chuoks of fee
near tha oppoeite shore. It a woman carried a
child in her arms acroes the plank, she had to
pay ten cents, and if a man carried a moderately
¢ized bundle, he too was muleted in demble fare.
A man carrying several small bundles in his
hapnds, was sbout to cross the plank, when he
unfortnnately dropped a spare coat, not into the
water, but on the Emerson shore. He did not
mies it until he had paid his toll. Hs now
wizbed to return & few steps for the coat, but
Cerberus who guarded the plank would pot per-
wit h.imh?:hdo so nntil he ”fl;):kgi:‘"” ﬁ:;
oents, w operation had to be s repeat
when he returned with the lost coat. A‘::‘im-
migrant from Ontaric informed ms that he had to
pay in all fifty centa for the prirvilege of convey-
ibg a conple of trunks and a few baga across
the Emervon plack,

After dinper I went back to St. Vincent to
see about forwarding my baggage, which had
been checked to that station.” The wind war
blowiog strofgly from the porth, wnd’ the
weather was gol upcomfortably ocld, At
the Bt. Vincent o there were » many |
members of the Ottawa party, aleo mci
Greenway party from Fxeter, Ont, all anxious |
to get their borves out of the cars. Bome of thess |
horses had pow been crowded in the Grand Tronk
cars for eight dayw, during which tims they had
never been allowed to get out, At ons station |
where they were delayed for some time the own-
ers of the horwes in one car insisted on taking
the suffericg animals cut for exercise and feed,

but the traln left before they could be replaced
in the car, and they, consequently, had to wait
for another train. The delays at St. Vincent
were most aggravating, cansed by the

NEGLECT

on the part of the Custom House cfficials at
Port Huron in not forwarding the proper papers
in time. T eaw a number of these horses as they
were unloaded from the cars, and felt almost
sick to witnees the starved-like appearance of
most of them. Bome of them bad also ugly-look-
ing wounda, which they had received in the cars,
owing to the peculiar way they have in the West
of jeriumz cars when starting or shunting them
at the stations. 1 did not hear that any hormes
had died, but several had been left to recuperate
at the way statiops, and some of those that
itlmched 8%, Vincent were scarcely able to walk
one, ;

About half-past five p.m. the train from Bt
Paul arrived at 8t Vincent, and was detained
nearly two hours Lefors it could go on to Emer-
son, The weather was getting uncomfortsbly
cold, owing to the steady morth-western breeze
which was blowing, and {went into the passen-
ger cars, where my aympathies for the horses
gavs place to sympathy for a few women and
children who were among the passengers. 1
heard several fervent wishes expressed hy worn-
out looking mothers, who were atriving to pacify
crying children, that they had but known what
they had to endure, in which cass they wounld
nof have come on this journey so early in
the season. The following night was very
windy and cold, yet a nnm%er of the peopls
newly arrived in Emerson had to

BLEEF IN OUT-HOUBES,

without any bed-clothes whatever, except the
clothing they wore, As there was gufficient ac—
commodstion in the old Government police sta-
tions at Dufferin, on the west side of River,
and sbout a mile and a balf forther down to-
wards Winnipeg, many of the immigrants were
exceedingly anxions to get there, and tried to
make arrangements with an individual who
owned & team on the west side of the river,to e
s waggon-load of travellers and their baggage
from the shoreoppoeite Emerson down to Dufferin,
but Jehu would accept no lees than 82 for his ser-
vices, and ma it wonld take about a dollar and »
half more to aget the plank-tollman, the
trip was abandon Things began to look blue
to the new-comers in Emerson, DBnt as the
shore fce had risen the previous day, and the
frost the rocceeding night had comented the
piecen of ion along the there pretty well together
in rome placer, some of us Lg:ug t & temporary
bridgg might be wade with a few plarks so that
tke horses and all might get acroes. I at omcs
started acrorson foot to Lrufferin to solicit aid
frem the emigrant agent, Mr. Teto, to construct
a trmporary bridge. I found Mr, Tetn and also
Mr. Grahzme, tho Dominion Emigrant Agent at
Duloth, in » roog, warm room. They had evi-
dently joat got ut cf bed. When I proposed
that ecmethicg should be dene epeecily to assist -
the immigranis to croes over from Esoerzon, they
w(emed to think I was joking, and offered ms a
drink from ®» bottle with which they seomed to
be oo friendly terms. When I at last convinced
them that I was in earnest, they called mae

A GRIXNHORN AND FOOL,
and eald that the farryman (tallman it should be)
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exacting his just rights, a2 be waa pay-
b license to tho Government. 1 aog-
if be had a right te lery toll, he
should furnish proper accommodation, and that
teto porery bridges conld be erected for a few dol
iars. They langhed at me and said that I dianot
know what I waa talkipg sbout, as the ocost of
bridging here was quite different from what [t
was in the ** Ottawa regdon.” I wanted to know
if they wounld not try and do something in the
way of barrowing lamber fora tem A
bat was info that they had waded arsund
Emerson all Monday trying to borrow lumber,
but could not get any. I left the on
¢flize, tainking to .myself that Sir John Mac-
donald could apply the pruning-knifs with ad-
vactage to & few more lmmigrant agencles
When I got back to Emerson I found that the
Greenway party {rom Exeter hsd already bor-
rowed tweive planks, sbout tweniy-four feet
long and nine inches wide, and hsd with theze
constructed bridges at both sides lo places where
the sbore ice had jammed. I waited withthem
al] day, s pretty emart snow-storm blowing from
the porth-west pearly all the time. The shore
lebding down to our tampor:? bridge was
rather steep, and the horses had to bo takes
mat <f the s and led over the bLiidge
wiogly, aiter which the baggage was carried over
to the molid ice in ths centrs of the river, and
lastly the empty waggon was taken dowm the
steep bank, and slthough we had pledes of
scantling stuck th \:l%ehruu the npoke- of
the wheels to prevent them from 1evolving, yet,
owiog to the smow, it was difficult to prevent
the waggon from going too [aat, and on weveral
occasions one of the wheels would misa the
bridge and break throogh theice. After the way-

u was drawn over the first bridge it waa re-
oaded and driven down the river to bridge
No. 2, coopecting the centrs fce with
the opposite shore, whers the process of unhitch-
ing mnd unloading had to be gone throngh sgain

A msen pamed Daley had the imprudencs to
drive his waggon too near the shore, whern the
ice was cracked, and while taking his team
ashore, one side of the waggon broke t h
the ice, and before we could get it unloaded the
whole waggon except tha box went down
to the bottom, some filteen feet. But ax
we had a rops tled to the end of the
waggon pole, we did not let it get entirely away
trom ox  We then brooght the planks
from our bridge, and placed them around the
ho'e in the ice, and after we'got tha wepgon box
clear soon drew up the waggon. Bat the work
was not pleasant, as n cold snow-storm waa
blowing {rom the north, and our mitts and gloves
were thoronghly wetted. As the planks in our
bridge were only borrowed for the forenoon, I
went to Memsre, T. Carney & Bon, lumber deal-
ers, who owned the lumber, and desired them
to allow ox to keep the bridgs lnmber all day,
and a8 it was not likely we could get all over
to-day we wonld like to keep it the next dsy
too, To this proposition Mr, Carney kindly
consented, on my bucomms( pervonally responti-
bie for the eafe return of the lumber; conse-
quently, I am detained a littls longer at Emer-
son than I had intended. :

oF RusTtICcus.

f CCREBUB " OUTWITTAD—AX XIGHT MILES
TRAMP—HOW THE COLD FEELS IN MANI-
TOBA- CEBOAKERS AFD PUFFELES —A GENEHAL
OFINION OF THE PROVISCL

“Wivsrero, April 5th.

Sru,—Doarlog the first three daya of April 1
remained at Emerson, being most of the time on
the ice aselating immigranta to cross over, Darlug -
the first day of (he ** pew bridge" the tollman rer
mained st his plank, and finding bis trade gone,
he frequently Lthreatened vengeance to the oppo-
rition ; but seeing we were not to be frightened,
ha drew his plank ashore, and went to more com-
fortable quarters at the hotel, leaviog us

MASTXERS OF THE BITUATION.

On Thareday forenoon, as very few peoplo wers
crousieg, I strolled np the weat a?c?: of Red
River, through the towna of West Lyn in
Manitoba and Pembios in the State of Dakota,
then crossed to the esst side of the river to St
Viocent in the State of Mipnesota, and went
northward along the east bank of the river until
I resched Ememon sgain. The distance tra-
velled was between eight and nine miles. The
soil was the richest I ever saw ; yet, daring
my journey, I did not find one hundred scres cf
land that had ever been cultivated, nor as moch
[encing a8 could be found on many Jots of only
100 scres in Quebec, Part of the land wan cov-
ered with bushes, chitfly bazel, willow and
poplar, with a fair share of elm aod cak. There
wers & great many berry bushes, which grow
from ona aud a half to three feet high, and werw
Inaded with a small red berry rather smaller .
than red currants, There wiro also a good
many boshes which bore lnﬁat berries, about
the aize of cranberries, and although they bad
been on the bushes all winter, they were rtill solt
and good tasted, but I did not care to eat them
not knowjog if they were wholesome. In soms
places there were some attempts at cultivation,
but the rank weeds seemed to crowd ont what-
ever grain had been sown. Part of this conctry
has been wodded, but slmoat all the large trees
were cut down some years ago to supply the
Red Riverbosts with fuel; and at thepresent time,
were all the trees within four miles of Emerson,
of four inches and over in diameter, cut Into
firewnod, they would not produce as much wood
as could ba got from off Blty scres of good hard-
wood bush in Ontario or Quubee, There ware a -
few houses standing bere and there, but chiefl
of very emall size, Omne of these houses I too

a special fancy to, owing to the .

BIMPLICITY A¥D CHEAPNESS
of {ts constroction. I walked around it and ob-
served - that it waa boilt in about the same
way that we used to make . piyeon-traps
in Hgoll, The building was apout fourtesn
feet by twelve, and was made of osk and
poplar poles. There might have been other kinds
of timber, but from the way it was covered with
clay it was difficult to tell. When the perpen-
dicular walls got about eight feet high, the side
logs were placed in about a foot and a ‘hall on
each #ide and an end lo%:]ru placed on it, three °
feet ehorter than those. below it, when atother



1ir of side logs were put on, also n foot aud a
E;lfnmer the centre of the building than the
Lsst pair, and thoa the construction went on until

the bmld.mF woa closad st the top; elm bark wsa | go

on this slaating roof and al the
seams filled up with clay, while a stove-pipe pro-
jected thmngg the pitch of the roof, Belowisa
rongh skelch of Lhe frame of this building :

then p

end logs abont

In this drawing 1 are tha
12 feet lopg ; 2 are the ride logs 14 feet long ; 3

are the roci-logs which support the elm bark,
they are 14 feet long ; 4 are the short end logs
which go to construct the gable-end of the houvee ;
5 ia & part of the com ieted roof, two lengths of
bark reaching from the eaves to the ridgeboard ;
6 is the window ; the door being om the other
side of the hones and bhaving a amall porch of
roogh boards.  If the poles conld-be got conveni-
ent to the place where the bouse waa to b bailt,
four roen with & pair of oxen could gut the Lim-
ber, draw it to its place, and erect the buildiog,
roofing, plastering and all, in lezs than & week
While I was making my observations hers, I
heard ry :

CHIES OF DISTRESE

among the hushesdown near the river, and obeerv-
eda hoy about nine years old coming up carrying
» pail of water. * Aa the thermometer was about
z:ro, and & keen north wind was blowing, I did
not wonder at the poor boy crying with the
cold; but I di1 wonder at the people who say
that yon do not feel the cold here as you do in
Quebec. Although I have been but s few days
in Manitoba, I have felt the cold worse in the
month of April bere, than I remember having
aver felt it in the month of Mazch in the Pro-
since of Quebec, _ At the hotel where I stopped,
I was obliged to aléep with my clothes on while
in bed, und yeb waa so cold that to kecp from
shivering I had to place my big overcoat oo
top of the bed-clothes. I may say that the
houses here are chiefly constructed on the bal-
loon fashion, and are pot finfahed with care, 50
that the cold Wind finds & too essy ingress,
Before 1 left Montreal I he good deal
about what they call here “croakers.” Tha
are people who have paid a short viait to Mm{
AL e B T e
anadm, brioging an evil report L]
land. I bave not met with any of this claes
yet; althongh I bave met with several who
on coming $o Manitoba and seeing the
ﬂiﬁculﬁ;ﬂalo:u g-va!lingthnt this sesson El-iha
ear, Ab & Wa ey wera being feeced
gn every hand,have nga.ndmwd. the isea of travel.

.On seve

ling over one hundred milse to the Little Sas-
katchewsn on Lake, snd are gning to take
np land in the Biate of Dakots, as it can bs
t without much travelling. I am conrinced
that nutil all the land in the Red River valley,
in the Stales of Dakota snd Minnesots, in L:i
en up, a good many Canadlan immigrants will be
content to remain there instead of proceeding to
the Canadian North-West territories,

Although I have not yet met with * croakers,”
I bave met a good many of sunother class, whom
for want of a better name I shall designate as

* pUrFRRs.”

These individusls bang aronnd taverns and drink
and swesr like troopers, and are ready to ssaist
immigrants when paid exorbitant wages for
their sexrvices, When one of these puffers over-
hears an immigraut complaining of the excessive
charges, or any other inconvenience aricing from
the perple, country, climate, or water, Mr,
Puffer begins to taunt him with cowardice, and
tells him he had better go back to Oatario, as he
is too much of s green-horn to get along in
Manitobs,where he ‘*will likely be lost in the mnd
or eaten up by mosquitoea.™ Some of the Gov-

t ernment officials are of this class, and do more to

dirguat intending settlers with the cou.ntri than
almont any other thisg that I know of. have
\ occaelons begun to complain of Mani-
tobs in the presence of soms puffer, joet for the
fun of hearing bim raze and rave at the cowar-
dice of ** pome people,” which of course inclndes
myself, In jostice to the country, I must say
that, from =ll I have seen, it is fully equal to
wy most sanguine sxpectstions, except in the
exceedingly emall smiount which has yet been
brought under cultivation, and also the o
aren which is at present nnder water {[ shounld
say under ice). e water an unpleasant
taste, but reems to be quits healthy, the soil
is snkc.F »s would make slmost any farmer’s eyes
spetkle. :

On Thursdsy event all the immigranta
arourd Emerson who wished to croes the river
had got over to Dufferin with their live stock
and e, aud not a few had started for the
Pembi ountains, 20 I refurned the planks
which wé borrowed from Mr. Carney, and that
geptleman wocld accept nothing for their use,
excepk twenty-five cents for one which had got
broken. Iam sure s good maony of the new set-
tlers in Pembina Mountains will remember with
pleasure

MB. CARXET'S KINDMERS,

the more so aasuch condnct is not common

these ., During the thres days In which
we thess planks we sasisted about thres hun-
dred peaple to crosa the river with their effects,
which consisted of mbout cte hundred horses,
{orty waggons, about eight aleighs, » dozen
yokn of oxen, thirty other beef critters, and I
don’t know how many sheep and poultry of
varjous kinds, inclnding a plg from Ottawa, and
various d and cats from different places in
QOntario. 'ha cars from Sonth going to Winni-
peg shonld reach Emerson Station at 7 p.m., bat
this evenlng (Thursday) they did not arrive watil
after nine, and as there is no ph on the line
vor any means of telling when the traln wounld
arrive, wo remained with a good many others
walking up and down the track to keep ourselres
warm with the thermometer about zaro, and
8o place whers we could sit down except om
a pilo of ties or om somebody's luggagn. The
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reascn v kel to remaln out in thecord wadthaty I r%en!. the greater part cf Friday and Saturday
the atation {9 nearly balf s wile from the hotels, ' ing for a boarding-honse, but could get
azd i we wert to the hotels to warm ourseives poce to suit, as they were all crowded. The
the tran reizht come along sod pass oo without hotels als) were preity we!l crowded, and the
oar koowics it | charges mot very moderate, considering the

We resched S5t Boniface, op;-ﬂ'h ‘Winnipeg, | sccommodation given. The frod provided was
st s littis after two o'clock on Friday moraing, / good enougb, bat the bed-clothes were rather
snd, a'ter payiog & man fifty centato couvey wy scarce for a cold night, and you could not gat a
chest over to Winnipeg, I started on foot to| bed exclonively to yourself, but bad to aleep
travel the two isterverning miles between St | aloog with some stranger whom perbaps you
Boniface Station and the centre of Winnipeg, {Dever maw before, and you wrre by no mesus
crveaing the Red River on the foe, which was| certain of the company he might or might npt
quite grud, the once open wpace of water at the | bring with him. In the hotel at which I atog
rdes beicg covered with about threes inches | ped tor a few days thers was a large billiard-
of lce. Mr. Laptho who came with- room with five billisrd tables ; and on Saturdsy
e *from  Montreal, tol evening I counte! over eeventy persons at one

dsy night hs bad to pay Afty
set kis 1runk conveyed from the station to the
edge of the river, which was open at the sides,
while small temporary (oot bridzes cnnnected the
silid ice in the ceotre with the land on both

me that cn Mon-,
cents to ' tims in it,and bar-rooma, that were separated only

by folding doors, whicn, on this occasion were
wide open, The charge for

BOARD AXD LODGING

ddes.  For the privileze of carrying his truck st the hotels {s $L50 per day, if you remain for
acroas theee litile bn'\fm Mr, Lapthorn was less time than ooe week ; but if you contivue
charged ten cents, and alterwards to con- wore than & week, the charge is but a dollar per
rey it to where he was to put up for the rest | day. The boarding house-keepers charge from
of the cight. I do hope that all who contem- ! fire to six dollars per week [or board and lodgiog,

late coming here, especistly those who sre| On Satordsy aftercoon the weather having
Eri::g'lnz theic familien, or live stock, will defer become mild, I went downtothe river to ree how
their jourzey until the warm weather in May or | the crossivg went on, and observed that although

Jene,

CROSAING THE RED RIVER AT WINNITIG—THE
AFFEARANCE, CONSIATENCT AND OTHER AT-
TEIBUTES OF MANITOBA MCD.

Wixmirro, April 9,

‘8r»,—1 arrived at the St. Boniface Railway
Station, about two milea from Winnlpeg, at a|
little after two a m. on Friday, 4tb instact, and
alter making arrangements for basing my log
sage forwanded, 1 started, along with many
others, to walk over to the capital of Alauitoba,
10l crossed the ice on the Ked River, which,
vwing tothe Iste fro«{ had become strung enough
to carry borses. The river at this place is sowe
300 or %00 feet wide, and the watsr has been
cising of late, beariog up the ice in the centre of
the 2iver, Thous, as at Ewmerson, there was a

rmore solid centres fce

stream of open water at each shore, from 50 to
100 feet de, aod sbout four feet deep inthe|
deepest part. A few days befora I came hers,

.| the shore ice was suificiently strong to carry

foot pazeengrrs, yet ik wonld not snstiin horsea,
A large smonnt of freight and luggage was being
taken over on sleighs, bavirg Grst been broeght
to the backs on waggons. Two hurses were
employed drawing thess loaded aleighs from
aide o0 mide, the horses remaining on the
and hy means of
long ropes drawing the aleighs scross the
weaker ice at the slden, Beveral horees and
waggons were dlro brooght over, but befors thie
could be done m road bad to be cut through the
anriace ice near both shores, and the horses
driven acros, the water comiog up to within six

or eight inches of their backs. The waggons

wers also drawn through this watery-way by
means of long ropes,

Oa Monday forenoon this shore ice had nearly
all disappeared snd sbout a hondred head of
bormes and cattle having jost arrived from On-
tario, the getting of them

ACBOSS THE RIVER

the corporation of Winnipeg had erected o tem- | cqused no Jittle anxiety to their owners, more

porary tootpath across thesetwo atreames, and bad |
placed a toli-man to collect five centa tull from |
all passengers, The toll-man, however, baa an;
eye to business, and mecured the scrvices of an
asistant, whom he placed at one of the corpors-
tion bridges and ccllected another fare himeelf at
the other, Thus, a8 some of the new comers re-
marked, they had to pay to get into the show
and then
PAT TO GXT OUT

sgain,  Some of thess people told me that they
hai to pay fifty cents to get ore trupk conveyed
{rom the railway station to the eastern haok of
the river, and after paying ten cents for the pri-
vilege of carrying it acroes the river, had to pay
another fifty cents to have it taken to the
hotel where they Qmpooed stopping. When
rost bad pat his veto on
such work, and sa sleighs wers crowing
on the ice, trunks and bozes were taken

from the »tation to the city at a coat of
filty cents esch. .

especially as the submerged ice near the ehore
was beginning to bresk up and float away in
large cakes, leaving openings which wonld not
permit of horses crossing through the water as
they did on Satorday. After soms negotiations
the Oantario farmers made arrangements with
the owner of a scow, about fifteen feet loog and
seven »od & half feet wide, to ferry. the horses
over at 6fty cents per head. This ecow was lay-
ing In the mud on the western or Winnipez side
of the river, and waa dragged to the water's edze
by & horse belouging to the owner, It was
then set afloat, and a number of men And the
borse got into it and pushed out to the centre ice,
and one end of the scow was drawn vp on the
ice sufficient to support it, while the horee and
men got off, when the nag was hitched to the
craft and drew it up oo the solid ice and acroes
it to the open water on the other eide, whire the
boat was again launched, and long ropes being at-
tached to each end two or three men got in and
pushed acroas to where the Ontario horses were
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waillng to embark. These horses wers taken over
two at a time in the scow, and left on thecentre
ice, where they waited natil joloed by their com-
rad+ s ou shore, when the scow Was drawn acrows
to the weetern side, where the borses had to
make another short yoyage befure reaching term
firma in the city of Winnipeg. This rort of
navigation was attended with considersble dan-
ger, lrop passing cakes of foe, »a well »s from
the horses sutnetimes crowding to one side of tha
roaw, and sinkiog [t so that it [requently tnok
in coosiderabls water, Oa several occasions 1
thought it w.uld have gone down wizh all on
board, but fortunately no seriovs accident tock
place, On some occasions when there wers po
borxes to bring acroes, the proprietor of the scow
would briog over merchandise and immigrants’
¢ffecta, including boxes axd trunks, for which be
cburged the hsadsome sum of twenty-five cents
per box. .

1f sny persona felt desirous to hear a variety of

IMPRESBIVE LAKGUAGE

they would be gratified by waitiog on the river
bunk and liateniop to the immigrants ax they sot
foot in Wionipeg, sfter having paid fifty cents
per box for the conveyancs of their baggage from
the station to the ea:tern bank of the river, and
twenty-five centa per box mora for getting it taken
scross the river, whers the carters demanded
§ifty cents more to take it to the hotel. Bome of
the Ontario mep seemed to think that they conld
eive Winnipegers a lesson in profaneswearing,but
they almost invérisbly found their match, and
sometirnes a little more.

This work of ferryiug over horses, cows, sherp
aud lugeage contioued all Monday sond antil
‘Fueeday eveniog, when the centre ice began to
get bad in some places, and at laat the ferry-
wan’s horse and also the man who was leadiog
bim, broke through the ice, With seme difficulty
the man was got oot, but the poor nag was per-
mitted to take a submarine joorpey towards Lake
Wionipeg, where he may help to fatten the
fishes. During this day, eevern] men who were
sasisting in- taking goods across the river, broke
through the ice near the edge of the open water,
but were all got out with no grester injury than
n good fright and a thorough ducking.

To-day (Wednesday) foot passengers nre atill-
crossing tha river, A emall frrry boat on each
wide takes them over the open water, aud there
ia & footpath of planks laid aeross the interven-
irg ice. No heavy freight is beiog conveyed
over, and peveral immigrants who havs yut con
sidernble ¢fiecte, and nleo hurees, to bring over
are apxiously waiting for the ice to leave the
river, while others who have got all their effecta
over are starting out for the Little Saskatche-
wan,

Most people In Canada have already heard of .

MANITOBA MUD, ' -

but I think very few have avy just conception of
its friendly adhesiveness. Yhtre there is consi-
derabla water slopg with the mud there is not
much greater diffcolty in traveliing through it
than oo mady of the roads in the eadtern pro-
"winces., If the surface water is drained off the
mud dri¢s, with a bright sunshine, in a sur-
prisiogly short time, sud the surface of the road
poon kesumes the appearance of eume of the an-
phalt sidewalks in Alontreal, being a little
sprisgy, and very plessant to walk on. Lasat
pight we had a ccnaidersble shower of rain, and

ofF Rusticus, 1

this forenoon I walked nround the city s good
deal to study the peculiaritice uf this black wiud,
which you can hardly perruade yourrelf is not
mixed with far. You don't need to get off the
sidewalks to pet your boots clogged to almost
any denirable weight, as the waggon wheels
guther up a cubic fuot or two of mud each, and
at the plank street-crosings the joltiog rhaken it
off. Itis taken ug by the feet of travellers hod
conveyed to the aldewalk, where it i distributed
nlkgng in curfously-shaped lumps ranging in size
o ;

A MABELE TO A GOOSE XGG.

In a short time the =idewalks in the most
travelled localifies become nearly covered with
these lumpe, which are ready to adhere to the first
bout that comes along. If you happen to cross

'the street where there in no sidewalk you will

soon have cause to repent your temerity, This
morniog I crossed the street at a place
whers yesterday I passed over what seem-
e¢d to be » beantiful ssphalt pavement, bat
to day, although my boots did not siuk more
than balf an inch, the muod soon rolled upon
each side of my boots until the sscending mud
walls met together on the top, or instep of the
boot, causing them to look more like a paid of
malists than anythiog else—the weight, also,
was not to be despised. When I reached the side-
walk, I succeeded in getting free from the greater
portion of the snperfluous weight by stamping
violently on ths hard boards, but a considerabls
portion would still remain, and required a good
deal of scraping with & atick before I could pro-
c;ed with any facility, Under these circumstances
the

BOOT-BLACKS

get & good deal to do, but they, apend much
more time in scraping the boota than in brushine
them. It was amnaing to see how the mud wounld
gather on the tires of the wheels, sometimes
creepiog up the spukes until che hub was reached,
and the wheel became vearly a eolid black mass,
I have been informed by several persons that
even empty vebicles are brought to a stand-
still on the. street owing to the sccumula-
tion of mnd on the wheels. BSuch mud
accumulations are always worst on nnfrequented
portions of the streets and in places that are not
very wet, The mud, however, dries np very
rapidly, and after two or three hours of bright

‘sun, the road which could acarcely be gore over

becomes one of the most desirable that ons could
wish to wallk or drive on.. When at Emerson I
chanced to get my feot rather muddy, and ob-
serving o lot of prairie hay lying near, I
stepped on it and began to rub my feet on it,
thinking to clean them, but the hsy stuck to
the boots, which began to look liks hedge-hogs,
and I was compelled té go to a convenient sog,
;:: ci]n;wn and diseutangie them by the aid of my
AL -

—

THE KNOBTH-WEST BLURS— SLIPPERY PLACES-——
FRICES OF CATYTLE AAD PEQDUCK.

Wixxrera, Aprl 14,

8re,—T1 interded to write abont the North-
Westorn bluen last week, but put it off in ordar
to sea what effect & few days of rest and cessa-
tion from worldly cares would have Ip allaying-
the gathering symptoms of » diseass with which
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4 from the Easbrn are like ' direction most leave you sprawling
tr to afectad co ther val here. Poople oo your hasds and koees, or sttiog nocomfort-
ho arv accostoced o trsveiling. or who make ' sbiy ou the foctpath, or it may be, in the deeper
:-.‘;Mmmnndy.mhcm mod bewide it. Thers

“ o i SLIFTERY KIDNWALKR
1

an' annoyanocs (o old settlers aa well as to
be church iy attended
o Wers v y atte -
bouu‘:y mht l-hO'ﬂ'{:i
pre nlght, and the sun being
by <ouds motil near noonm, did not
up the roads In time; consequently,
Winnipegers pnfarrucf remalning at
to risking a short jourmey under such
[ peTY circumstances, -went to church my-
irg some kind fever and agoe. You feel self, and must confess that I found locomotion
chilly mnd ready to shiver with cold when the more difficalt than on the most ice-covered afde-
thermometer b bat a few degrees below freexing | walk that I hare ever sces in Mootreal. I also
poit, and, s you have been told that the cold s  withessed several nnplesaant fulls, and in ove
pot felt 80 minch berw sa it b * down East,”  case ;aw the deeply stamped impression, in the

QLIET COCUYNTIY-PROPLA,

who had perbajn mever bedors beem one handred
=l froc boce, oa thelr starting
boese ia the North-Wet
chie—aot of for removing, asd the
partizy with and amcciatioos, helps to
cérive nway wliep ot 8 Hpe whea they most need |
it Ttea follows four or Eve aleepless dayy and
rizhts spect om the carn, which of ftsell is
f-el aa if be is contract-

0

§
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whea in fact you feel [t mock more, your
faith in the Howwry pactures of Manitoba is
cxpsiderably shaken, and you are ready to con-
cloede that there ia aboot as moch troth in the
clowing sccounts of the great North-TWest na

there are in the assertions of » Mantreal street |
pedler of chesp jewsilery or patent 'orml

medicines. While on the joarney your courage
is kept up with the thought that you will roon

resch Winoipeg, when most of your difSculties | placs

will be over ; but this la & serious mistake, ns the
ditficalties, sapecially at thiy sesson ol the year,
are bat wellbagun. The trains coming from the
Sonth usnally srrive at St. Bonilace in the mid-
dle of the night, nnd ! it shoald chance to be &
murky, damp one, the job of transflecring your-
sel! and bagage from the St. Bonilace ststion
to Winni {n nefther plesaant nor profitable.
Becanse o hish charges for conv your
baggage, you do bot care to add to i:{n‘ clad-
ing yoursel! (o the quanlity requiring tranepor.
tation, o you start to walk to the ferry, and in
dolpg @0 make your firet acquaintanos with the
{ar-{famed Manitoba mud, in creumstances not
the most favorable, At first you will try to

FICK TOUR BTKPS,
and seek the less wet parts of the road ; but find-
ing that the mud is much more adhealve here
than where there is plenty of water, you soen
censs to abun the water-covered mud (la some
places {t In almost imposible to shun it) and
plonge right alovg towards the river, and il
your boots are waterprool, at least half
way up to the kunee, you may get through
it all without peeding to o our
socks. When you hare settled the exorbitant
demands of the individual who assists yon
to croma the Red Rirer, and in doing ao have
fiven vent to a number of very expressive ad-
jectivea, which you would not like to see in
peint, counected with your name, you start for
some botel, and are ready to conclude that since
there are sidewalks to travel on, locomo-
tiom will much more pleasant than when
your footing is on Bt Boniface mud. This
would, no doubt, be the osse were the side-
walks dry, but the slight rain that has

| mud near thé sidewslk, of the seat of some-
i body's trousers, Such a f{all as the one thus in-
| dicated may pot be s> painful ss one on fce ;
| bt if the subsequent pala does not contint® as
. long, the mud stains will continue much longer.
When the Immigrant bss got temporssily
Jocated In some overcrowded hotel, bis first fook
oat is to secure a team to transport himself and
efects to the Littls Saskatchewan, or some other
from one hundred to one hundred and
seveuty miles distant. He tries to boy a yoke
ol oxen, and {s amazed to hear $175 maked for =
of oxen which could be bonght in Montreal
or £100. He msy perbaps have read in some of
the proviocial papers, or in R. Prettie’s circulars,
that oxen and other things much needed by new
beginners can be procured lo Winnlpeg nearly as
cheap as [n the Esstern provinces, bat he s not
loog hers when he finds by sad experience that
itisall & delusion. If he hss brought s team
of horses with him he fads that they require ex-
tra feed, to make up for what they loat during
the journey (sev hornes died coming on the
cars this spring), but thereiy only the prairie bay
to feed tham, hod oats are 00 per buahel. The
ides of starting ou & journey of more than a hun.
dred miles, with a losded team, on roads (excose
the nama, since they are in ths condition they
wers left by nature, with the exception of a very
considerable amount of mixing in the upper
strata by the feret of oxen aod borses and the
wheels of varlons kinas of vehicles) covered with
tenscious mud of uncertain depth, Is not plea-
sant, and man &o no further, but, succumbing
to an attack of the blues; turn back to the mors
conveniently situated lands in Dakota, or perhape
go to thair old home in Ontarlo. I havs beard of
some cases already this year where the parties had
bonght hormes, wagwon, ploughs, stove, and
othor needed outfit, but before they had gope
over a dozen miles on the road to their intended
destinstion the

HORSES JAVE OUT FROM PATIOUN
and overloading fn such roads, and their owner
got & sovers attack of the blues and sold out his
whole stock at a loas ot over one hundred dollars
and started for. his old home in the far distant

{allen is euficient to wet the muod which the | east.

fest of pedestrisns bave left on the planks,
and a4 you proceed you are ready to imagine
that there has been a recent shower of grease on
the sidewalk, and il not very, careful yoor feet
lnsy, by a quick borizontal movement in the

The “bloes,” bad enongh in themselves, are
much sggrarated by the constant exactions which
are mads on the purse of the newly arrived.
Although there are many well-disposed peopls
in Winniper, yet the lmmigrant does not
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enquirers

& spiritasl sense  But clerical gentlemen are
not alwsys qualified to give the moch needed
advice aboat purchaaing sn outfit for farming,
DO cAn wtats with certainty where the
most destrable freegrant lands are to be b
and the visitor, whose provions triala have

his temper, is ready to blame the minister for
not being abls to give worldly advice with the
same alscrity with which he gives °' advioe
spiritual,” and perhape the fn closea with
something like a reolding match ;

On Isat Tuesdsy eveniog, I met, by appoint-
ment, the kirk session of Kvox Charch in this
city, to eee if something could not be dons in
the way of forming a “recoption committes,”
which would meet with newly srrived people at
certain - hours and advise them aa to the best
means to takw {n regard to setiling on & home-
stead of their own., Although my srgoments fo
{avor of the formation of such reception commit-
toe wors ably seconded by the r of the con-
gregation, the Rev. Mr. o, yet there
were 50 many seemingly insuperabls objsctions
presented that o was L3 coald
scarcely blame the elders of Knox Church for
not wishiog to andertake s0 arduous and poe-
aibly unpleasant a job, and besides they as well
sa the pastor kmew little or nothivg »
places whers settlernents ars being made.
order to fully comprebend the difficulty of giv-
ing advice, let us enppose that an emj t from
Scotland should apply to the kirk sesslon of
Ertkine Church, Montreal, for advice about set-
tling in rome back township in the counties of
Ottawa or Beauce. Perhaps neither the Rev
Mr. Black nor any of his elders have ever heard
ol -aame of the townehip aboot which infor-
mation is sought, and auy advice given in such
circumstances is likely to be misleading, and
sbould the intending rettler have causs to repret
afterwards havieg taken such sdvice, you may
well believe that Mr, Black’s sermons would pot
afterwards bo soceptable to that particular io-
dividual.

You must not supposs that I have become s
badly affected with the *‘ blues” that I cannot
ses the m:t;:j:rimi1 chances for g:iod fnfm::)én thia
country. t the present pricer o ace &
farmer in this vicinity '

BROULD MAEE A YORTUNE

in two or three years; but what surpriees me
moat, is, the very small quantity of caltivated
land pear the city, and even in the gardens moet
favorably situsted, mors weeds than vegetables
seom to be grown. Fasaing Jataly by a garden
connected with & fine house in the outkirts of
the city, I obeerved a very large quantity of
old dry weed ntalks standing over the greater
part of it; also hers and there & place
whare soms digging had been done last fall.
£ climbed over the fence to see what kind of orop
.18d been gro®n here last season, and found that
1t bad been lntended for potatoes, but the weed's
nad so ove the potatoes that only a
joortion of the latter had been considersd worth
cligzing ; consequently, the rest weare feft to ot in
+he groand, T kdckad over some of thess hills of
notatoes and weeds, and must pay that I never
aaw such an invitini soil in which to plant pota-
voct to make sure of an enormows crop.  When

ruch carelamnese prevalls in the cultivation you
will not be that potatoes sre siaty-five
oetita per boabel, although there has been no rot
uréb:ftohtndcrlnuyn{thahgwwt .

ore concluding this [etter I would Hke to
draw atiention to am evil which sbould secure

the immedistes nttention of the anthoritien
in the United States, I refer to the opsn salé of

OBSCENE BOOKS

on the rallwny tralne this side of Chicago.
Although these books conld no$ be brought into
Canada, except clandmtinely, yot they are
openly sold on the pamenger care, and the young
men who buy them bring them Into Manitoba in
their cont pockets, which unfortunately are not
rearched by the customa officiale, ¥

It may be too soon for me to offer advice as
to the best way to avold being afflicted with the
*“bloea” on arrival here, bot I think if people
coming bere waited until the middle of Juns
and came by the lake routs, they would be less
liable to an attack of thia diseass, They would
alzo save s comsidersble sum by bringing =
tent along an ugﬁing out on the pralrie
‘wie they stopin Tldnity,h snd also while
on their journey to where they intend locating.
I think also that the Government might lend
tcn:a for = short time to immigrants for a small
rent.

Most of the parties who left the Eastern
vinces nbout the same time that [ did, got sﬁ
td from here during the cold spell, and wonld
get over the wettest part of the road before the
roads got too soft to travel on with tolerable ease;
bat they must have suffered oconsiderably from
cold. ] es from the Kast are ax-
pected to arrive hers this svening, and I fntend
acoompanying some of them on thelr journey
westward, $0 see how they get along.

OFF FOR“THN NARKATCHEWAN—A TRIF OVER
THE FPRAIRIFS -~ OXEN AND HORBES—A HARDY
EROLISHWOMAN —OXEN AND OXBN,

. ‘ Wornres, Avril 21,

B1r,—After resting here for over & week I laft
ou the afterncon of Tuesday,15th inktant, fn com-
pany with My, Garret, formerly of Haliburton,
Ont.,, who with two nephews and ancther man
were going ont to the Little Baskstchewun,
where they had previcualy taken up homesteads.
Me. Garrst and his nephewn bought two
double waegons, one o wan furnished
with a cloth covering extanded over light wooden
semi-circular supports, whose endns were fastaned
to the sides of the -box, while the middle
formed an arch about gva feet above the bottom
of the waggon. Thess temporary coverings are
very convenient in wet or stormy weather, but
are rather a hindrancs to the fuli anjoyment ot
n.Er;ge over the pm‘pﬁ ﬁ!ne weather, To one
of thess waggous & piir of oxen was attach
while the other had three oxen to draw it; l:gi
in u-mamithe many bad places in the road this
third ox had first to assist in pulling out cne
a}l{g&?md then ':e ?nh.;tcllud and retorned to

e other waggon to giveit **a long and a
stroug pull” and aseist In pnll

' 4 PULL ALTOGETHER.”
I don't remember how often this heloing pro-
cess had to be gone through during the seven
miles trareliad mour on the first half
day's journey to Little an.

[

4



The cther man who had Jelt Winnipeg along
with us bad a good span of Cansdisn horeen at-
tached to his waggon, and. griting weary from
oar frrquent delsys, started abead with several
other persons, who belog farnished with waggons
drawn by borses, overtook and passed us on the
war to the tame destination,

When about three miles from Winnipeg we
cvertonk an Englishman with his {family, who
had all Yis honsehold goods etored on two Red
River carts, which were drawn by one ox each.
Yhen we came up to him his oxen and carta
wers stuck {sat io a quagmire, several of which
be had previously gone through by doubling,
that is, bitching the two oxen to one cart, but as
this processs consumed much time, and as he had
already been makiog much less than one mile -n)
hoar, he, seeiog belp close bebind, waited
patieotly in tha mud until we came up, when
the diffically was overcome by Mr, Garret, hia
two nephewn and myself, each getting hold of a
wheel and tugging our beet, while the English-
maan whipped up tha forward ox, acd his good-wife
with s tero-year-old child on her back, and more
than mokle deep in mnd, directed and urged on
the hinder ox. When we reached Btargeon
Creek, seven miles on our journey, it was pretty
dark, and we stayed thers for the night.
1 had already begun ta feel tired, althongh carry-
icg only a small satchel, overcoat and umbrells,
pot over twenty-Bro lba. weight in all,but I
felt ashamed t> nckoowledge that I was weary
in presence of

THIS LITTLE XNQLISHWOMAN,

who had carrisd a two-year-old child nearly
every [oot ol the way from Winnlpeg, walking
inmud and water of various degrees of consiat-
ency nad depth, for more than half the way,
Desiden giving occasionul ald to an eight-year-
old boy, sod not unfrequently belping to drive
theoxen, They had arrived in Winnipeg nearly
foar weeka befors, and the husband hsd gone
West, and taken up a homestead on the Little
Saskatchewan, 175 milea from Winnipeg, then
retorped and bought the oxec, haroess and carts |
for 8170. He pat all hls outfit on board, and
atarted towards his futare home, having epent
pearly the whole of the first day in travelling
seven tniles, His little wife did not - seem
disposed to complain, but expressed the
wlsh that she had npever left ** hold
Hingland.” She expressed considerabls fears
leat her feet would get too sore to carry
her all the way, as they wers wet all the
time, and although her husband held out hopes
that when they got on the open prairie she
wmight ride on ooe of the carts when the roads
were dry, yet this wss no great relief, as the had
to get cf mod walk when the prairie was wet,
and sometimes to wade throzgh the alonghs up
to the knees in ¢uld water (an I afterwards found
by experience), the oxen having as much as they
could 40 to draw withoot the additional weight
of herself and baby.

From Wionlpeg to Sturgeon Creek the road is
more or less enclosed by fences, and in the wet-
test places there are something like ditches on
each sids, while the road is slightly ralsed in the
cantre ; but s thers is scarcely avy attempt, ex-
cept in ons or two places, to open & course for
the water to flowontof thesasideditches into the
Arsiniboine, which is quite near, they were full
of water, which had become musical with frogs,

while the road between had in many places

beccme » qnagmire, mnch worze to draw a load-
ed waggon throogh than {f there had been no at-
tempt at road-making.

Oa Batorday evening when I was returing
over this road, the muod in the centre, except in
one or two places, had become dry and hard,
althongh it had sunk In soma places below the
level of the water in the adjacent ditches, while
hers and there might be meen & grayish-green
puddock hoppiog across the dry road to paya
frisodly visit to his peighbors in the other
dixch, and, perhape, give s little more weight to

THE BABS IN THE CONCERT,

which was there in fall blaat.

About balf way between Sturgeon Creek and
8t. Charlea Church, the road strikes the open
prairie and divides foto two traila, one going
west past Headiogly post-office, she other trail
going north-west towards the hall-breed reserve
in township eleven, range oce, east, (The
readers of the WrrrEs3 will perceive hy the map
that the meridian line from which the rsoges of
townships in Manitobs, Keewatin and the
North-Weat Territory are numbered to the
east and west, passen across the Aesiniboins pear
the dividing line between the parishes of Head-
ingly and 8t Francoin Xavier, or about fifteen
wilea west from Winnipeg.) The trall going
north-west {3 the one most nsed at presect, and
is said to be much the better for travelling on
just sow, although thers are ecome pretty deep
slonghs to be croseed without any bridges ; bot
there are eighteen miles to bs gone over before
any house can be rewched, the first be the
hotel kept by IL G. Houes at Pigeon Lake
post-office, mnear ths further end of the
parish of Bt Francois Xavier. Even in
coming t> House's Hotel, & considerable detonr to
the left has to be made, and many Western tra-
vellers who are prepared for campiog out, do not
call hero at all but continue going north-west
through the hall-breed townships number twelre
in the second and third racges weet, into the sat-
tled township thirteen in ranges three mnd four
west, and, uiter paseing rourd the north end of
Long Lake, turn south-west, reaching the front
road-near to Poplar Poiat, or fifteen to eighteen
miles from Portage la Prairie, As several of the
oxen had already begun to developsore shonlders,
it was evident that they could not reach House's
Hitel that pight,and not being prepared to camp
in the prairie, we chose the fiont trail, and
reached  Headingly post-office at noon. My
travelling companions drove to the banksof a
coulie or emall creek, which chanced to be close
by, and there prepared their own dinuers, but as
I had little or no provirions with me, I went to
the botel, where a number of returning travel-
lers were taking dinper. Moat of these had ee-
lected homesteads on the Little Ssskatchewan,
and wers returning to Winnipeg tolook for work
on Lthe railway or el2ewhers ; but two or three of
them had not taken op land, and eeemed dissat-
infied with the country, especially the wet roads.
One young man acknowledged that he had
gone only thirty wiles weat of Winnipep, when
bis feet, baving been wet all Lhe time, got too
sore to travel further, so he engsged his pasmage
to Wicnipeg with & man who was returning
there with & waggon, intending to retarn to Oo-
tario at onoe, from which be waa sorry that he
had ever wandered. I may say here that I have
met with Tew who expressed a determination to
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return to Ontario, but a good many say that they
will go back to Dakots, where good Iand can be
kad with less trouble than In Manitoba ; also,
the settlersin Dakota are sald to be more friend.-

" iy to new-comers than are the people of Manl-
toba. While my companions were resting a
noon, I walked on some distance ahead over s
splendid farmiog country, which Is also much
better cultivated than anything T had seenin
this provlace, except on the banks of Bturgeon
Creek, 1 saw hrre a rather novel sight in the
form of a Bcotch iron plough with an oaken
mounldboard, As I had often setn wooden plougha
with iron mouldbeards, bat never

AN IBON PLOUGH WITH A WOODEK MOULDEOARD,

T asked the owner, an intelligenf Beotch half-
breed, the reason for soch a change, and
waa told that It was very diffcult to get
fron mouldboards that would clesn them-
stlves in this soil, especially where it had
been ploughed several times.” During my wan-
derings in the parish of Headi?fly I saw pumer-
ons reapers and mowers, Including two very fine
' Mmﬂe Harvesters,” which bind the grain as
woll an reap it, sll 1aid up for future use along
with other farming wutensils, in the bushes or
soma other couvenient spot near the farmhouse
without the least protection from sun or rain,

en I had gonoe a short distance in the par-
ish of 8t. Francois Xavier, I was overtaken by a
covered waggon drawn by a superior yoke of
oxen, with two men walking alongside, while a
woman and some children were seated in it
among » lot of housshold stuff, As these oxen
appeared to trndge alopg at a better rate than
any I had yet seen on this road, I asked their
owners how much they had cost, and was told
that the sum d for them was $110 at Still-
water, some distance east of Bt, Paul, Minne-
sota, where they (the oxen} had worked 'in the
log'shanties all winter, bat a party coming from
Bt. Thomas, Ont., had the foresight to purchase

& carload of these shanty oxen, which were much |

cheaper as well as in much better working con-
dition than any which counld be got at Winnipeg.
I have reen several pairs cf oxen for which 8170
the pair had been paid here, which wers not
near as as were those Yankes oxen for
which $110 had been paid at Stillwater. My
pew acquaintances reached Houss's Hotsl 25 miles
from Winpipeg, the first day, while my former
fellow-travellers, who had started half-a-day be-
fore them, did not get within six miles of
House's stopping-placs, 5

The following morning about seven o'dlock,
while I was at House's, several men with two
double waggons drawn by oxan came in from the
prairie, whers they hng lost their way on the
previoua evening snd hsd to camp out without a
stick of wood to kindls a firs or a bundle of

they lost their way In striving to reach
House's Hotel and after wanderiog » while had
t;oTc.;m out.b;lth h pot pre; for it
he m Winai to the parish of St
Francois Xavier, exce fqn few miles in the
borders ol the city and for three milew east of
» Headingly post ofiice, is most suitable for farm-
‘Ing i i y rolling owing to nnmerons
conlies which empty into

the Assiniboine—ths
banks of thix latter being from fifteen to

or Rusticus. . 15

twenty fest above the presemt high water—
but during the entire length of the parish
of 8% Francols Xavier snd until pesr Bale
3t Padl office, mnot one conlie

croseed, and the oountry s almost a dea‘i
t|lovel. The river Assiniboine Is exceedingly
crooked at this plaos, and the banks at Baie gt.

Paal post-office are only between three and
four feet hizh above the present high water,
while back & short distance the prairde is in
some places flaoded with the backwater from the
river. Bale St. Paul, from which this parsh
takes its name, s not properly & bay {n the
nsual sense, but a larze extent of “drowned
prairls, through which the water from Lorg
Lake finds an outlet fnto the Aminibaine alter
distilling itself throngh seven miles of long grass.
As ths Assiniboine makes & considerabls bend to
the routh here, the direct road t> Port-
ago la Pralrie crosses this drowned prairis
in winter time, but in sommer the road
has to wind slong closs to the brushwood on
the river banks {at present two feet above the
water in the river), or else turn northward until
the trail going round Long Lake is met with,
The front rosd along the river banks hsd recent-
Iy becoms impassable for any but foot passen-
gers, owing to the bridges having been carried
away from the places whera the travelled road
crosses short but deep conlies through which
the water from Bais 8t. Panl runs into the As-
siniboine. Bome of these bridges had been re-
paired, but one of Lhe largest was still without
abridge. I learned from s half-breed that the
way travellers get over this' stream is to wads
around the head of the coulie among bashes and
grass with wator over two feet deep in some
placer. As T bkad already wet my feet on several
occasions, and was already beginning to feel the
admonitiona of an old enemy called rhenmatisn.,
whoes firat scquaintance I had wade whils
driving sawlogs in the Ottawa County, I con--
clnded to turn back and defer my vinit vo the
places weat of B8, Paul's Bay until thers were
drier roada

Dariog thia short journey I'had seen numerons
large flocks of

S5OW-BIRDS, BLACKBIRDS, BOBLVE,

sparrows, quails, prairfe chickens, wild dncks
and geess, and one loon. A good many of the
farmers had done considerable plonghing, aud
soma of them had sowed more or fm grain. The
catile were out feeding on the prairie, which in
some places showed s green tint, yet in many
places thers wore patches of snow among bushen
where it had been drifted from the prairie, The
weather had bean moet delightful, which made
travelling on tha open Emirie ¥very pleaxant, al-
thoogh in some places I had to wade for a con-
sidersbla distance in water, When returning
about half-way between Baie St. Panl and
Pigeon Lake post-offices, I got a last look at my
former” acquaintances, . Garret and his
pephews, and the Englishman with his wife and
family., Thay were ore than a mile distant to
the north-east of the road I was travelling om,
and as  large slough intervened, I preferred to
pars on without paying them o last vicit, bat I
took out my glase and watcked their movements
for ashort time, It was now four o'clocle on
Thursday, and they had already travelled bat
fwen ht milss of their journey of 175 miles,
YWhils & last lock at my late acqnain.
ham,lahomadelmmuvudthahmizon,
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wreat, east and north, sod counted fifteen waggont

snd carta, chiefly the former, “r‘tnch ware

owned by immigrants on the way ** to thelr home

Lt the far distant west.” After wishing them

s ous journey and fine wu&h‘:{s I again
for Winaipeg, meeting many other west-

ern-bound travellers by the way.

DEIFKING AND GANBLING [N WINNIFEG—FACTH,
. TIGUREA AND GOOD ADVICE—WHERE TER TALL
BTORIES COME FBOM.

Woorera, April 23rd,

S1r,—'“That man who spent his time in tha bil.
liard-room, drirking and scooking Saturday night,
until » Late beur, bas loat confidence in himself,
" in his fellow man, in the valne of icdustry, io
the Iaws of sconomy and in the virtus of good
morala, And, the writer regreta to state that b
far too many spent last Ssturday night in th
manner, A viait was g:ld to most of the drink-
ing places In the city between the hours of ten
and twelve and, withont aoy exception, a
flourishing business was going on fn each placs,

DRINKING

waa too [reely indulged in, and the kind of drinks
used evidenced bad taste. Beer was frequently
called for ; bat, whiskey, stralght whiskey, and
bad whiskey at that, was the chief Arink. The
crowds were, as s rule, quits orderly, but profan-
ity waa indulged in beyoad all bar-room etiquet!s
oney was freely spent, but there was scarcely a
aaloon o whicha of the credit syatam did not
nt themselves. A h:;m Tnd-heu'h-d,
est, whole-souled fellow d lesd his jolly
-natured companions to the bar—nor was
¢ partioular na to the number who jolned him,
for the lavitation to drink here in Winni ia
to the treater’s friends, and his friends’ friends,
and to his friends’ friends’ friends, snd their
{riends,—and when all had been served the
leader not unfrequently, with a familiar toss of
the head and & well known wink of the eys, In-
structed the bar-man to mark it on

* A PIXCK OF ICB,’

which the Iatter reeponded to with an *All right,
my lord I' eelculated to bust all the cash sys-
teta theories In the city, Thersa was aring in
his volos which at lesat impremsed ths debtor
that his sccount might be increassd with & wel.
corme on the part of the creditor. After making
the rounds of Winnipeg the writer is of tha opin.
lon that about three hundred persons spent Sat.
nrday evening s above described, that is, either
drinking, playing billiards or pnol, tres or
gettiog treatsd, and in many cased mingling their
scts with words of nseless profanity, If this
oumber {x not an over-statsment, and the re-
porter thinks it ia not (I believe it is an onder-
estimate), an

FBTIMATE OF THRX COST

msy exslly bs made, oounting one dollara bead,

which is much below the averags, and here we
bnvcf.:ﬂ;net é:hnn(g:ml dollare w;me than uselesaly
apent ino . on & e evening men
who shoald be ufi.ng thd‘:ng , and lpond.m,%by i
their valuable leirure time In the improvement o
their winds, or attending to the wants, It may

oF RuUsTICUS.

ba, of » housebold. But if this expenditurs of

all [time ia equally distributed smonget thoss to

whom we refer, not so with the expenditure of

all | money, This fell upon the few, the liberal.

bearted, those who were for the time being flush
in drx:ht There were those—the down-hearted
fellows with a touch of the blues, and a feeling
akin to homesickness—who drank at the expenss -
of gthuln. Mai'&r ':l'l,f‘hm so much want of
equity in ¢ ter or, more than likely, they

DAY OF TREATIEG,

and were popular while their money lastsl”

The foregoing extract is from the Winnipeg
Times of Monday, 21at April, and as it states
exactly what I have mywself witnessed (except
s to the latensss of the hours—between ten
twelve o'clock—as I have not been out so Iate), I
can vouch for its correctness, and might add that
all the other nights in the week except Banday
are very little better than on Saturday nights,

It is » matter of surpriss to many whers so
ool the Bieorey Sriir e e ity
around the hotels every ovi ¥ many
of them may be cal]o?

WINNIPEG LOAYEES,

who do littls jobs durlng the daytime for which
they charge exorbitant fees, and at eveniog go to
the hotels and play billiards or cards, Anrfo are
ready to spln out long ysmas of their wonderful
sdventures in the North-West to thoss newly ar-
rived from the esastern provinces, and also offer
any amount of advice ax to the best modes of
gettiog along In this country. Of course they
are always ready to take their places st the bar
when some farmer’s son from Ontario, or some
laborer from the O. P, Railway, is desirous of
giving effect to his generous impulses by stand-
in & treat for all handa, .

belonging to

- I believe that many men
|respectable parentu glomﬁm eastern pro-

vinces, who sent them wup here that they
might take np land of their own, never
go beyond Winnipeg, or rhaps a fow
miles out on the prairie, nfter %
thelr fonds acting tll:o good fellow in & -
peg Baloon, ' return home to thelr parents dis-
with the country, mnd talling weoderfal
tales of thelr imaginary adventures, which they
had lesrned from Wlnu:geg loafers. A grest
many of the laborers on the Cansda Pacitc Rail-
way corne here to have a good time of it now and
again, squande their means and destro
their heslth in the tavarns and other
Eh.ich a.boutnd lnﬂ;&.ll I{i&tl:jd of the North,
isa great pity that intoxicating drinks ware
ever permitted to be sold anywhere in this {air
country, snd I fear it will be diffioult to rootit
out, as it causes 80 much money to be spent
here which is snpposed to benefit the whals dity.
It is rather surprising how little q ing or
fighting is done, and I can only acocunt for it by
the presence of so many strangers ; so that, like
a lot of strange cattle in a , everyons is
afraid to begin & qnarrel since fie does not know
who he may hava to enconnter. Could I reach

the ear of each fond t who htandnundini
e to push his fortune,

would my with all esrnestness, “ Do not send
him until he has become » pledged testotaler of

n
.

at Jeast a year's standing,
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KITDONAN—ST. PAUL'BE—SRLKIRE—'' NATIVES”
OB ** HALF.BREIDS "—WOMEN WHO OAN
WORK—AUGABR-MAK(NG--'* LATD UF. :

Bms,— I left Wionipeg on Wednesday, 23rd
April, snd travelled twenty-three es down
the west bank of the Red River to_Selkirk,
which I reached on Friday mninF. The
weather was cold and rainy,acd on the followlog
Sunday morning anow fell, but before poon had
disappeared unﬁe‘r & bright sun ; but this mom-
" ing thers was a pretty hard frost, and the
weather seoms unsettled. " -

The first place visited on the way waa the
Parish cf Kﬁdonm. which is ettled ‘chiefly by
Scotchmen and their descendsnta. hers are
aleo a {ew farmers from Qaotario amongst them.
As n ruls, the

TABRMS ARH WELL CULTIVATED—

that 1s,4he ends next the river and extending back
from balf a mils to a mile, the balance belngina
state of naturs, The dwelling-housea are neat,
and many would compsre favorably with the
average farmhouse in Ontarlo or Qusbec, but
the ontbuildings are tmuch Inferior to thoas in
the Eastern Provinces, s paasable barn being
almost unknown here—in fact I did not see
ona between Winnipeg and Salkirk. The cul-
tivated portions of the farms are Lgenmﬂy well
fenced—no essy job owlng to the scarcity -of
timber and the very narrow stripa into which the
farms in this section ars divided, varylng from
three to ten chalos in width, by thres hundred
and twenty in length,

The early setilers of Kildonad have had much
to contend with, sach as want of market and Iack
Ef meianu %! oommgnicalion vé\}t;h &ha worl ttlge

vasions by grasshoppers and by floods, 0
oceaslonal fronbles and disturbancea which have
distracted and decimated the people of this
parish. Daoring the wars between the rival fur-
tradiog companies twenty-three old countrymen
were alanghtered in one day, aud all their boild-
ings and crops destroyed. in view of these facts
I think that the peopls of Kildonan have dene
pretty well, and also, had it not been for the

CIVILIZING INYLUENCH
of this section, exercised by the presence bere of
80 many Scotch families provious to the inflax
of esttlers from the Eat and confederstion, the
great majurity of half-breeds would have been at
present but little better than the Indian.

The Rev. Mr, Black, Preabyterfan min-
ister, who has been here for nearly thirty
is, sod always has been, a statnch npholder of
the Witseza, From prefent appearances he
is for another quarter century’s work
in the North-Weat, I have reason to fear that
the Turitun characteristice of this section are
becoming 1:ex disting, ne "‘trlpﬁl.ng the light fan.
tastlo toe™ amongst the young 1 becoming much
too common for the grow:ih of healthy Presby.

'

$erianizm.

The pext parish below Elldonan on the Bed
River {s 8t Paul, whare thers fa LY
marked charge In the appearsuce of fenoes and
farm-bulldinge. Bhingled-houses now become
the exception aed not the rule, thatch being
used ar the coverlog of more half the
dwalllng-hccm!-n mtgl hergt% m.mii?iml

Whils paming throog t. Paal
on the fencs and tock a sarvey of Lbotrp

oF RusTicUs. 17

marth in thie paristh., By the ald of & small

glass I could distinctly ses the Provincial Peni-

teptinry af Rockwood, nine mi'es distant, with

only one-farmhouss cocupying the {ntervening
WET, DNINHABITID COUNTRY

extends from the borders of Winnipeg city north-
ward slong the third raoge of tg:ihhb{pl enst,
antil the border of the provincs is west
of the Icelandio setuloments. The marsh is
eight miles wide in the -narrowest place, but s
In some places twice that breadth, A good deal
of it is fine hay land, with hers aod there a d;
spok, but much the greater part is what they’
call here “swampy,” but I think that name
inspplicable to a tract of country which can
bosat of bullrushes and ost-tails (flags) liks its
largest forest trees, All this marshy space can
be readily drained, the vlume of water and no*
want of sufficient fall being the chief obetacle,
and 'the time ix not far distant when large fields
of wheat and osts will grow luxuriantly where
the frogsand wild dacks now find a favorita abode,
The houses along the river's banks sre close
together, y in the long parish of 5t. An-
drews, whirh looks like mnmm vilage for
many miles The izhabitants are almoat excla-
sively Scotch and Foglish<natives. I use the
r,ermu“nshvea” for those wo are accustomed
to ca . - g

HALY BEEEDS ;-

but’ many of thess are as white asm

both edocated and intelligent, ' and ytﬁfimm
tarm {s inapgllmb!u to people who havs v
little Indian blood in their veing, and hencef

I mean to use the term, ** half- " only in con-
nection with certain land reservesin this provines,
and instead nse the mors correct term “natives,”
with the prefix of Scotch, English or French, as -
the case may be, A considerabls number of the
Scotch and English natives, whoee fathers wers
{n the employ of the Fiudson Bsy Company,were
sznt to Britain for their educatin, whils others
made good use of the limited educational ad-
vantages of the cormtry. The present Premier
of the province, the Hon. Mr, Norquay, is a
good specimen of ' this latter clam, Thero are,
bowever, a good many who have very little adu-
cxtion, and there aro not & few of them who
cannot read or write, I found that the color of
the skin was no indiestion as to the amount of
intalligence or edocation of ita possesscr, ax
rome of these dusky grollemen apesk E!uu.nﬂy
Engliah, Gaelle, French and Indian, and sub-
wenbo regularly to two or three weekly news-
papers, .

It veemed pu'liunhr!{ strangs &5 me when
ounversing with somes of the damker native'wo-
men to bear them mse the broad Sootch saif they
were but & few years from the hextherclad hills
of Old Bootia ; yet if thess same lndies were clad
fa s blanket and mocamine they wonld paes in
any part of Outarfo or Quabec s

YULL BLOODED, BqUaws,

snd this cogriction woald becoms moch strongee
aboald they coanverve In the Ojibesy langrags,
which they speck Azemily. I may Lers remark
that the Beootch natives cling meoch more tena-
cloml bt.homu!llah«mﬂ.ful&m&.\hwm
inthhBummdmin;Mdawdrh&x
couxins i the Eartarn provinces,
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Whils pamirg along cae evening oa the river
road (4 the p:nznhd BLAndn"l. I obsarved
twnauromdmunrdhh(_m.mﬂgnv-
caversd ahed, smolking their pipes, sesmmingly at
periect peace with themselres and all mankind,
whils at the two nearset housea, and within lens
than mhudreducﬁofmh!:bmo‘km,
wers two pative engaged ln chopping the

bi's supply of stovewood from piles of poplar
ﬁg The way that the

LALTES HANDLED THE AXE

showesd plainly that they wers no to
thet cocupstion. Although possessisg landy of
extraordinary fertility, and situsted ou the banka
dmﬁnr,myJMwﬂ-mpMy
hard-up, aud have not yet the Gcvernment
for the med wheat obta at the time of the

. D und “smoking
are much too prevalent here for

the intellectual
or material of the inhabltacts of this
portion of K‘n Majesty's dominfoms, -

Here and there along the river may be seen the
residencs of some old em of the Hudson
Bay Company, some of whom have passed
throngh rather intsresting adventrres, I called
at the rmidencs of Tol. fr.mn Bta aa old
Nar'- Wester, and who, in company with James
Amnderson, commanded the ax which left
the porth-east corner of Great Slave Takeonthe
23rd May, 1855, to search for traces ot

BIR JOHN FRAXKLIN'S LOST BHIPS,

After sacending » small river which fowsinto
the north-east end of 8Slave Laks, they crossed
tha height of land to the hesd waters of the
Great Mish River, which they descended to the
Arctio cosan, and on sn lsland st the month of
this river found vaibous relice of the lost expedi-
4 w wae & board belovgington
bost on which the name Terror was
Cal, Btewanrt and his companions returning
resched the Lndh-mt end of Great Slave Lake
ptember. I also spent a night at
the hospitable residence of Uspt, . Wiillam
Kennady, a nativs of this country, and who also
speat two winters in the Arctlo sean commanding
an u-mz:hlch was sent In quest of Bir
John Capt. Kenoedy scoms to be
considersbhly exercised about the way the Gov-
erogment agents . here treat the IndLns. and
although he is a very good man, I fear that he
overdraws his pictures of their wrongs, - -

I reached Belkirk on Fridsy evening and, after
enguiry, was directed to what waa sald to be the
most orderly of six hotels which do business
here. On Saturdsy [ travelled around a good deal
to see the envirgnments of this the future great
city of the Norlf—Wut. and started pamerous
docks and prairle chickens from among the
boshes andwmall ponds which at present cover
the greater part of the city. I also travelled
along the lower baoks of the river below the place
‘where ths line of the O, P, Railway eroeses, and
visited numeroos Indian oampe, the inhabjtants
of which have Istely beon engaged in sugar-
making from the pretiy & ]

ASH-LRAYED MAPLES

which abound here, and which have given the
nama of * Bogar Polnt” to this locality, snd also
to a somewhat similar place a lttle above the
city. Beveral thousands of thess small trees,
varyiog in sixe rom three to filteen inches In

OF KCSTICUS.

dismeter, snd from tnnz to forty fest In
helght, were tapped by the , the tapping
being done with zxes and seemibgly with rery
little regard to the fulure growth of the trees
These very protty maple treew often grow Gve
or oix asd up %0 » doren trunks from ome
stamp, [ saw one csse whers » dozen trees
v from two and half to nioe [nches
:L“im ‘n'hmbow wtamp, T&lnino of
trees ware making & e sugnr
bush in iteelf, Thess treea zre rapld growers,
are emily tn tod, and will grow from
onng shoots stock Into the ground like cucrant
hes. I have also seen In some p'aces where
these maples have been made into fence plcketa,
After Being driven Into the grouni they
have started to grow healthy branches, sod were
rapidly becoming treen, I hava seen some of
these trees with very beautiful tops on them, v
much resembliog an inverted spinuing top, an
a1 foformed that with a lttls care fa tralsi
almost any desired shype of top can bé stiain
It is = matter of surprise that these beautilol
tross are not planted more frequently around
Wionipeg, the oply diffigulty In their culture
beitig the delight the cattle in browsxng on
the young shoota, % S
After travelling down along Sogar Polat for
more than s mlils, & heavy snow aad rain storm
cams on, and as it was very wattiog I furoed to
tha left st right angles to reach the ma‘n road,
which I knew to be not very distant, but was
much dissppointed by coming td & lignon of
desp water with a two-masted schooner ridiog at
ancher in it, which compelled me to travel
back throogh the bush by the way I cande, the
remalt being & weitlng whick did me nn good.
This Iagoon extends up in the rear of Spgar
Polnt almost to where the railway crotees, from
s poiot » mile and a half below, and is a most
convenient placs to winter boats in, ax they
will be entirely free from danger when the ice
is passing out of the river in the apring. There
{s a mimilar lagoon of detp water extending
from the east bank of the river up to the C. P.
Railway near the place where the Pembina
Branch joins it, and making -

ONE OF THR MOST CONVENIENT NATURAIL HARBORS

in the Dominion,
When I rsached my hotel I was both wet and

s | cold, and ss there waa ncarcely say fire in the

bar.room, I got pretty wellc before a con-
El' of hall-Intoxlcsted Individuals could be ia-
nced to geb a little wet poplar to kindle the
fire with., The landlord, who seems to bs »
cliavar mng, Was on .tbh'ogmgion abeent in VV‘in
nipeg. good pa~t of the succeedlng etenlng
was spent uncomfortably with a Iot of half.
drunken young men who phemed In some of
the most ting forima that T have aver heard.
Aftar T retired to Ty bedroom these indivi-
duals got into & free fight and made a great deal
of noise and some havoc smong ths furnitars of
s Py nening. o by dadaT i
undsy m x ng wae goleg
onwithrenewad .nﬂhgmmh.l’!eﬁﬂm
clty oF Belkirk and sought the hoepitable home ol
., Alexander oson, Presbjterian min.
ister at Little Britain Charoh near Lower Fort
Garry. On Monday morning I began to writs
this letter, but soon be s toc unwell aod had
to go to bed. Abott noon, a snow-storm cams
on, snd es I lay io bed wecdhing the big snow-
flakes whirling past the window, my thoaghta
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torned towards the hundred of
at that tims out on the trall,
exposed to the spow and rain, on their to
the Little Seskstchewan. Bhonld sy of

takren wick they could scarvaly expect to re- | caryfully

be
oeive snch kind attention and care from & good
- Bamaritan sod kis wife as kad been my good for-
hmdnringthhlich_n‘ )

Little Britain Manse, Counly of - Lisgar, April
$8th, 1879,

AEVARCATE TROPS—EQUALLY. REMARKABLE IN-
PROVIDANGE — JT PAYS TO MANUEBR EVEN
X MANTTORA— PEANCING — FRENUH SHAPED
FARMB—THE GOVEBEMENY AND THE INDLANS,

B, —Stboe coming to
freqrently besa told almost Incredible. tales of
tha wPivensss of tha soil hers, but as thers
was not sufficiant proof of ths quantitles raised
giren I did not chooes to write under this head
‘twtil I Jesrned mors about ths matter. During
my of over two days af ths hospltable resi.
depes of the Bev, Alex. Matheson, & mile of
lower Fort Garry, I learned something of the
productivenes of the sofl in thees parts, from a
porfectly retiable rource. Attached to the manse
at Little Britain Church, thers iz a glebe with

six chalns frontage on the river' and extending | the

four miles back., This iz nearly all covered with
brashwoed aud smsll poplars, with ﬂn ag:od ma'ny
grasry pesiures, making &n oxoe run_ for
cattle A Tittls aver four acres have been ploughed,
from whizh more produce was raised last yesr
than was grown on many thousands of farms in
the Provines of Quebsc. About an scre of this
tillad land is Io the farm of & garden, on part of
which wers grown ;

MONSTXR CABBAGRES, BEETS, CARBOTS AWD
TORNIPB ;

bat po correct acoount waabakenof the quantitien,
Ssveral common pumpking. (not squsabes) grew
to over sixty pounds each in walght ; cltrons, ten
to twelve poands In weight. A patch of com-
maon yellow comn consisting of fitteen rows, with
eighteen hille to the. row, predooved over «ix
bushals of shelled carm.. The hills wers abont
thres feet spart each wiy. Thers was also a
patoh of pop-corn, which was also rery fine, bat
no account was kept of .the qumﬁtyafro‘m- 1
&% gamples of both of thess kinds of corn *In
tha eax,” and they wers up fq sny average crop
that I haye seen grown arpund Ottawa. On s
potato padch messuring tweoty-thres by thirty-
cne yards wers grown oee. hundred bushels of
very fine eacly ross potatoss, ylelding st the rate
of sexen b ; m twenfy-nine bushels to the

From pog bi ﬁxm fine potatoss wers
dag, which male thres dinness for a fawily of
four grown pernans and ss many ¢

of the kKud which I have saten In
EEM! ur over & year. Mr. Matheson keeps
ina pit teax the bank of the river,whers

ofF Rusrticus.

whiat; whitdh
Beaides

manurs mound on & dried cowhida by sn ox, much
the same sa we naa & gtone- down east. In pome
places whore the manure s drawn oat and

d the manure pi
L nees mannre produced by
a hore sod four head of cattls on his garden,
and finds that it pays to manure Jand hers an
well s alsewhare, :
Azall tha Episcopal and Presbyterian churches
in the old settlements haye large globes attached,
oners might largely mugment their
pastor’s salaty by making a .bee in tha spring te
E::i,n & crop In theae rich glebes, and snother
in harvest to gather in’*the grain, Insteed
of thnt,l;lg[’r. Mathoson has to pay much more for
getting his land ploughed than would be conaidered
‘good pay near Montresl or Ottawa. Moet of
the churches hers of every denomination wonld
require some such prescher as Dr. MacVicar of |
Montreal $o comne among them, and to
them from such texts sa2 Cor. ix., 6, Bom. xh.,

11, &, -

An Lower Fort Garry Iz situated In a oom-

paratively well-wooded country the 3
COST OF FRNCING

hers Is not nearly so high as In other

throughont the province. The fencing puh!wa:

gquare containing about foar acres requiresabout
Pof

200 lengths of fsnce, conalsting of six
poles, and two long and one short tamarsc -
et, for sach length.
. The cost of the material for such fenoe delfver-
ed on the spot s aa follows :
1,200 Poplar each 12 foet long, af
per 100 s $24 00
400 Tamsrao pickets, esch 7 fest long, at
- 3350 per 100 cancniiivaann.. sxluais 14.00
200 Tamarec pickets, each two fact Jong,
et$perI00. .. ... 2.00
Total eost of material, . ... ..... 240.00

Thix doed not instuds hezal and willow withes
togother in twa or three
sharpe
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would olherwiss do. Where tamarag, osk, ssh
or maple cannot te obtained, poplar s ured for
ickets, but it will only last throo yesrs, when it
mesn rotten at the ground. The {enca poles

also requirs to be renewed eve ht or pioe
years, bot there is not much lost is, as they
are then used for fuel and greea poles put iu

their places. This changing of the fence rails is
often dne much more frequently than is needed,
as they are often

.CCT UP POR FUEL

Jduring the cold weather by people who neglected
to Jay by s winter's supply of firewoed. On the
following apring these individuals are often en-,
gaged replacing their fences, when they onght to
be putting the seed {nto the ground, |

U wiog to the very narrow atrips of lsad con-
tained in most of the farmes on the river, and also
want of arrangement among near neighbora io
the selection of their parks of cultivated land,
fenciog becomes very costly sometimes. I have
seen sttipa of land lexs than two hondred feet
wide and more thau half a mile losg enclosed by
a fence from the surroondlag prairie, yet part of
this little strip remained uncaltivate

After a few days' rest at the manse at Little
Britain, receiving the kindest care and attention
from the family of the Rev, Mr, Matheson, I be-

" cames well enongh to proceed down

AMONGST THE INDIAXS

living on the raserve north of Selkirk, and passed
ons night at the house where Feguis post-office
is located west of the Bed River, near the line
between townahip fourteen aod fifteen io the
fifth rapge east. I was now nearer to_Lake
Winnipeg sod the north pole than I had
ever been before, yet the grasa was atart
ing to grow vigorously, =apnd the foreste
were changing considerably feum the deand gray
color of winter, The people in this locality are
called the Saeiteux Indians, but they seemed
much more like French and Bcotch natives
They seem to cultivate nearly as much land per
fsmily as do the natives above Selkirk, but they
have very few cattle or horses, which is not
very wondetful since the meadow-lands are not
88 convenient to their homes as Is the case fur-
ther up the river. A good deal of fishing and
hunting iz done by these InC:ane, as the fish in
the river is very -abondaut and of fine quslity.
Most of the doga have & wolfish look abont
them, and ara pretty generally used in drawioy

_sledges in winter time. I had quite a loog ia-
terriew with the Indian Chief, Henry Prince,
who received me cordially, acd conversed with
me through an interpreter, althooxh I have bzen
told that he speaks pretty good English, Hein
much blacker in color than X have seen suy In-
dian before, HHe is of commanding presence
and speaks well in his own language,and displays
conslderabls shrewdness, bat I fesr he sme

- the cork tos often, which gives his eyes some-
what of a dissipated cast, although he complains
hardly of the Selkirk hotel-keepers selling grog
to Indians. He complained very much of tha
Goverpment having neglectad to carry out the
provisons of thelr tresty with the Indisos,
saylng that they had not supplied them
with nearly the number of cattle, ner the amount
of peed prain which had beeu promised. The
Government al:o promised to snpport a school
for the Indians, but had not done so, since the

school here is entirely controlled by nom treaty
men. He further complained that non-treaty
men, whita snd pativee, came into the reserve
and bought lands from the treaty Indians, aslng

A ROTTLE OF GROG

in making the bargain, and by thia means the
treaty lands were elipping out from under the
anthority of himself and his council. He
applied frequently to the agents, to prevent
thess unlawful sales of treaty lands, but nothing
bad yet been dons, and he feared that nothiog
woald be dome ontil he was compelled ta
taks forcible possession of the transferred treaty
lands. He was very soxionsz to koow if I was
sn suthorized Government agent, and when told
that I was only & newspaper man, he desired to
know if I wounld Fubliah s lst of his grievances.
I told him that if he woald maks out a list of all
casea where the Government failed to carry ont
their promises, I wouald ees that they were print-
ed, He promised to have a meeting of his
council shortly, when a full List of their
grievances wo made out and & copy of
them sent to my address at Winnipeg. We
then parted, g hands all round in a friend-
ly manner,

After leaving the Chief, I interviewed meveral
others, both treaty and pon treaty men, sod
heard various scconnts of the ** Indiac trenbles”
which seem to be sbont sa follows :—These In-
dians, or natives {the Saultenx, came crizinslly
[rom Lake Sapertor, whila the Bwampy Crees
came from north o Lake Winnipeg}, setiled in
this locality a good many years ago (I think
they all profesa Christianity at present), and were
attended by missionaries from the Church Ais-
nionary Society.

BIYORE THE TREATY

with the Government was made msny of thess
Indisos sold their claims to natives and others
who would not come under the provisions of the
treaty ; consequently, they have a perfect Fght
to do what they please with their lands, When
the treaty was msde, nll this tract of conatry
was given to the Indiins without any exception

being made regardicg lands held by p=rsocs wh>
wounld not come under the treaty. was an
unintentional owmission, yet the Chief thinky thet

these lands rightfolly belong to the trwaty Ia-
disn, sod that the Government should extinzuish
the claims of non treaty men, and givethe land to

| the Indisnx, The old chief nays he ia willivg to

forego hix suthority over thess lands if ths Gov.
ernment will secare to him and his people all
tha lands held by treaty-men nt the time the
treaty was mads ; as treaty Indians are sallin
their ]ands to nou-treaty natives and whites
believe ths old chief is quite ¥ight on this latter
point, and that the Government should not per-
mit treaty lands to be bought by others withont
the cnusent of the whols tribe, and I might sdd,
the Government aathorities,

THR E&CHOOL DIFFICULYT

{s about ax followa : The Dominion Government
having promised to support a school for the In-
diang, have been lately paying 00 a
year to that end, bat sa there are two achools in
the parish {wome ten miles in length), the great
is only 3130 to esch scheol. The mon-tresty oen
make up the balance {after the Local Govrmn-
ment grant is received) by taxatizo laid cn the
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real eatate belonging to themselves, An thay pay
the-lion’s share of the expenss they wish to have
control of the schools, which are held {n bnild-
ings to the Epluo Ch: bat
Chief Prince cannot endurs others should
have greater authority than himself, snd wants
to ‘'rule the schools snd choose the teachers.
This could be borne by the others were osly
properly qualified teschers smployed, but the
chief will have his own frien aprinted. al-
though not properly qualified to feach. I think
that the Government shonld tell his chieftain-
ehip, kindly but firmly, that soy schools receiy-
ing Government sid must be nmLx the direction
of folly qualified teachers. It seems also thata
grant of $300 per year divided between two
wchools, is rather a cheap way of ugur[crmln&‘:
treaty obligation to maintain a col for
Indisna

About

THE EXKBD GRATN QUESTION,

I have been told by several parties that a [ittle
over a year ago a Government agent viaited all
the Indians at theie homes, and sakad them how
mach seed grain they would need on the fallow-
ing spriog, which amount was entered in a book ;
bat slthongh the Indisns went to considerable
trouble to prepare the for ths reception
of this g the quantity afterwards given waa
but a small fraction of the amount which the
Indiaas wers led to expect, amounting in some
cases to a pallful of wheat whers several bushels
were expected. As I will probably treat of the
Indian question a little fuller when Chisf
menda :gong bis budget of grisvances,I will laave
the subject for the present.

Winnipey, May 2nd, 1879,

MINISTEERS IN THE SORTH-WIRT—EBACHILORS AND
THITR HOMES -BRIDGING 4 BTREAN —WIVES
WANTRED,

S1r,—On the morning of Toesdsy, Tth Inst.,
I accepted the offer of a drive into the newly
et country lying bporth-east from Winnlpeg,
We firt drove down tha west side of the Red
Rircr abrat seven milea, to the ferry at Prit-
chard's Mill in 8t. Panl's parlsh and here cromsd
the river and went over two miles more south-
east, croming tha rallway near the westarn
point of Burds' Hill, snd drove on the
top of that ridge eastward along near the
northera boun Wﬂ {townahip 11,
rangs 4, enst) to the er of Sannyside, which
lios immadiately east of 8 odd. Wethen
taroed soathward soms ¢ to a honse re-
2antly vidted by death the Rev. Me. Robertson
having come all this dlstance to attand ths funa
cal and preach o sermon. [ mizht remark here

FOR THE CONFOEY OF NIVISTERS
in Eaatern cltiss who think they are overwarked,
that my reverend fellow-traveller in this journey
had to p:I foar dollars out of his own pockst for
the use ﬁthc h:;‘-ﬂ and which todk os
yrer these filteen 8 of (ia many pl.nas1 Tery
oad roads. We were morv than thres hours
making the journey, and alter the services were
rwe, wrrt about two miles to Mocws Nowe Ceme-
txy ln Banoyrdde, whers I parted with Me
S o hastug et food :i:: ..aypm" o
o= ha in the momn-
ing. Mr, i?.ob-rhcu had scarcely any previons
wxquaintsocemhip witk the bersaved y viss-
o ca this oocasken, and &d ot expect torw

.| this spring snd
writlers
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ceive a cent for his time or travelllng expenses.

Birds’ Hiil is from sixty to seventy fest above
the adjacent prairle in many places, and as I
had hi seon in provines that
could be called a hill, or aven a mound—unless
that appellation were given to soms of the pilea
of manore—I mjm e drive very much along
the crest of this from which I got an ex.
oellent view of the country en both sides. To-
wards the porth very few houses werq to ba seen,
but southward we could see nearly evary house
and grass swamp in Bpringﬁeld. The western
point of this range spproaches near the railway,
sod » side track Is laid to the hill, where an
abrundant supply of excellent gravel ia taken to
ballast the Pembina Branch way. Shculd
Winnipeg become an important city st soms
futare pericd, it is probable that s Iarge quantity
of gravel will find its way from Birds’ Hill to
the streocts of Winnlpeg,

TEIS SEDA’ AILL RANGE

runs scross nearly the whole Jf the north end of
Bpriogfield, then turns north-west to abont the
centrs of Cook’s Creek township (township 12,
range 5, east), Itlsalmost entirely graveland the
soil on the top {s of littls value for farming pur-
poses, The land in Sannyside, with the exception
of Moosa Nose Hill, isnearly all wot, and a ocom-
parstively small quantity has been broughé nnder
caltivation. There is very little wood of any
kind (except willow bushes), the little poplar
which grew in binffs hers and there having been
mostly all cat down, and I think it wonld be
difficult to get one hundred and fifty cords
of firewood on the whols township without
making & rald on the fences or buildings, The
ssttlers here have almost all come from the
Eastern Provinces snd Britaln within the past
elght years, quits a nnmber haviog come in Em
bought their Iands from_oider
or paying from $500 to
$1.000 for 180 acres, with morse or less improve-
ments, the twenty acrea of wood land belonging
to each quarter section being from two to five
wiles distant, Almost all the settlecs here are
pretiy laryely emgaged In stock.ralaing, some of
them owning over forty head of cattle, small and
lsrgs. These csttle receive very litile attention
during the summer, and sometimes stray away
and are never seen again ; in winter they are
siabled, and fed with prairis hay, of which thera
is an abondant supply in these parta,
There is an excesdingly

I4ROX PERCENTAQGR OF BACOHELOES

smoog the settlers hera.  Cook’s Creek achool-
hoowe s situated a% the comer of four town.
ships, snd the rchool sectioa comprises nine seo-
tioas from esch township, or an area of thirty-
six square moiles in all  Jtin said that ama-
jordty o{;bo voters In t%;hr(odlcbool district
ars bache covsequently they elect & majority
of tbcwi::‘m aof the same persnasion,
Two of the tromtees are lving Insingle blessed-
Tiesa, ot na it is termed bers, “'baching it ;™ the third
trostes hag s wils bat his children sre toc amall to.
attend achool, Tha teachar ab p tbuchmg’
in this school bails flum Aylmer, P.Q , whers
formerly hal considerabls enoca 1n the diffi.
the carrying oat of the schoal
I bope be
bis new bachs-

] amooag
-rx soquaintances. 1 mm told that * baching it™
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is very generall ticed thronghout nesarly
all the -etﬂemn;hpi':cthh country, mnd since
soch s state of affairs teads 'to hinder the in-
creass of both trade and tion Bir John
Maocdonald would confer s Ineting benefit on the
reat North-West If, with the ald of Mr, Phipps,
ge sould cononet some schems of natlonsl policy
whereby *

WIVES COULD HR SECORED

for the maoy lonely gentlemen real ‘In this
country, Sometimes two neighbors ‘' bach it
together,” and occupy the same house, but for
the most they ** den up slone.” A
few them keep thelr dwelllngs quits tidy,
but more of &m leave things insids the
house in a state of confusion much worse
than prevalls lu maoy of the homes of the In-
dians living down near the mouth of the Red
River. I find that most of thess single gentle-
men are ln pretty good circomstances, havicg
beaidesngomr farm a large number of cattls,
Ope of them, whoes personal appearance seemed
less cultlvated than any Indiin whom I have
seen in the vicinity of Mootreal, s the owner of
s first-rate farm, sad over fifty bead of cattle,
and has also considerabls money lent out at high
interest. A in all cases I tried fo get my board
and lodgings in houses made bright by the pre-

setice of women, I caanot speak from experi-

ence about bachelor fars, but I am told that the
bannocks baked by them ere generally not very
tompting to the mppetite nor essy of digestion.
'they allow their calves to suck the coww,
»nd  comsequently have very little dairy
work to perform, have been propoa-
ing to several of ihesse men that after
the harvest is gathered, they shounld club
together and run sn excarsion train down east
to whers the ladles are more plentifal, snd ses
if they eannot seonre ho Mr. Joseph
Tees, formerly of Montreal, told me lately that
he was contemplating starting a v

** MATRIMOFIAL AGENCY,”

a5 it was likely to bs better patronized than ths
business of nadertaker. ;

On the evenicg of Wednesday, 8th inst., T
crossed Cook's Creek on the boundary loe be-
tween townships 11 and 12 in the sixth range

east, not quite a mils from the north-esst corner

of Bonnyaide, and doring that evening and the
next foremoon ¥isited most of the houses in
these two townahips, The creek is quite large
here, although not quite two miles from ifs
rource in an extensive marsh which covers a
cunmiderahls portion of townahip 11 ridge 6
enst, and several equare miles of the eastern
part of Bunnysida I ma{uuy here that this
creek i3 wot properly d down on the
map, where it 18 alzo  wrongly called
“* Davil's Creek.” v i
north-east of this placs, and does pot join the
Red River until coss to Lake Winnipeg. 1t
- seama rather strange that the name of
HIS BATANIO MAJESTT

xhoald be so oently sttuched to lakes and
creeks in this and other countries, while there i
reason to fear that he has much mors steck
taken in the people than in the waters on the

rurface of thix te sphere.
There ls a low gravel ridge running east ncross
the front pazt of the Townahip of Rosemors (towwo-

ship 12, range 6, eaxt), and moet of the nettlers are

or Rusricus.

locsted on this ridge. This townthip and also
the townshipe south and ‘west of it are incloded
in the half-breed reserve, but a good -many set-
tlers had located hero before the reserve was made,
and conseguently continue tobold their lota. The
half-breed lots sre llsouﬂnutngm rapidly
into the possession éfspecilstore Edgnvdﬁdgg
{n Rossmore, where it s pot occupied by mman,
Iuﬁly tenanted by badgers, which borrow holes
In the d Ixrge enongh'to allow s eat to en-
ter, -nmu:ome cuses I have seeh upwards of
oartload of gravel which had been taken ont of
ous hole, Although the holes were pretty nume-
Tous, and many of them traces of recent
badger-work, yet I conld never get s sight of
“ his badgership.” This township is also much
infested by

PRATRIE WOLVES,

makingz it almost impossible to keep sheep. Two
of there small wolves had been seen ‘close to &
farmhouze hzre the day befnre I arrived, but al-
though I wandered a good deal wmong the woods

-on the santsrn bank of Cook's Creek, I could dis-

cover no traces of Mr. Coyotte.

On ths afternoon of to-day (Yth) T wax coming
westward out of Rosswors, abont a mile and -
half north from the south boundary of that town-
ship, and in doing s0 had to cross the oresk,
which at present is pearly the #iza of =
small xiver. As I di not like to
make & detonr of several miles h brush
snd awemp to resch a bridze, I looked for some
time £0 see if = fallen tree conld be found lylag
across the stream, but nonevould be found, As
I had no axe nor any other edged tool with me,
except a small jackknifs, the ides of bridglng
such » stream would indicats the superlative de-
gree of verdancy when viewed by a Western im-
migrstion agent on frisndly terms with =

4 OOAL OIL BOTTLE,

but not so with an Ottsws shantyman. After
for soms time for narrowest
part of the stream, I found & place where
it was »sboot fifteen feet wide with a
nqﬂdcm'mnt ronning thres fest deep. Hers
1 down my satchel and went fn search
of b timber, and found ampla sapplies
uot far ofl, In a place ‘where the fire had, some
Z‘m ago, killed & cumber of poplar treea, which
ad afterwards been hlown down by the wind.
Thoss that lay on ths greund were toc rotten for
bridgle F purpcsss ; but whers they wars wup-
ported from off tha 8oil by the etump or sowme
other tree, they wern still and very light
to carry, I first got ons of the amaBest and pot
it across the stream, and aftarwards, by means
of this, rucceeded In getting two larger ones
placed meross, and on thia tampotsxy bndgs
crossed Cook’s Creek io safety.
M;'EB,MIB Q'I.‘tzvnnhip 12th, range 5th, east, May
79,

OENITHOLOGICAL SWANPS—COEOFPE—A VIEW OF
TEE FRAIRIE—A FRIFNDLY INTERERY IN
WOODLANDE,

8=~ On Friday, 10th {ostant, T mades cin
cuit through the south half of Suanyside, which
seemns £o be an excallent

BREED!NG-PLACE FOR WILD DOCLS,

as d a journey of t milesa. I found foar
nahotimb!nh,cm in all thirty eqgn.
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The ducks when hatching seem to lose a good
deal of their former wildoness, and will
not leave their npests until z:: " are
within » few feet of  them, w they
flutter away as if cne of their wings were
brok-n, much after the same fachion as » d
sparrow when endeavoring to induocs & Ey to
run after hersell and pay no attention to her
nest, These ducks seemn rather careless in salect-
ing the place to. build their nests, a8 two of the
nests were quits close to a travelled road, and
ono waa in a ploughed field. Prairie chickens
are also nnmervas hers, of large size and v
tame, I did not ses any of their nests, as it
rather early in the seazon, but was informed that
when ha nﬁthﬁym very losth to leava the
nests, and will allow people to come up quite
close to .them, snd after s while me =0
fawillar with children who pay frequent visity
to the ugilthltthay 'ﬂl;l remaln mt&mud
peck at the youngsters who approach near,
just the way that a cross setting hsn would do.

Owing to the Iarge amount of wet laod hers
the settlers are few and far between, there
being not one inhabited houss to eyery.square
mile in the sonthk hslf of Bunnyside,- the
ratlo is not much ter in the north half At
the time of my viait I belisve that the half of
‘this township was from two inches to two feet
under water, and more than half of the remain-
der was too wet to ba plonghed even here, where
they plongh land in & much wetter state than
would beugons in the eastern provinces, I be-
liave that I am within the mark when I say that
not Gvs per oent. of the land in this township
has been plotnghed.

COMPLITE SYSTEM OF DHATNAGS

for the two townships of Springf-ld and Sanny-
xide {it ahould have been called Marahysmide)
would not cost over twenty-five cents per acre
sand would Increass the value of all the lan
from $1 to §3 per acre, besides making good
roads to market st all seasons ; yet the peopls
hesitats about incurring the expenss, moms of
them saying that the wet land is more yaluable
than the dry, since it supplies them with pleaty
of hay to feed their live stock with, although the
two past reasons wars too wet to cat the hay in
m‘ﬁunnam!lr iy ')bmarlml' in this pravinoce I
pravinoe
have been m"ng careful enguiries s to the
g’ublm_ of the sail and climats for prodocing
L}
. TAME GHASREE, ;
rach a8 timothy kay, red-top, clover, H
groas, Xc., bat oould reliabls informa-
tion about them. among
oty Hausien yramd Soesd be grown-wtih
¢t only Hung graes grown
mﬁt to replsce the wild pative grames. They
beard of largs crops of timothy hay hav-

iog been growa in shme of 8 but
thcupugmh with gram {n Beunywide
had almost all been faflarms. I afterwards viait-

od the farms la Bpringfield where ﬁmt!z hay
was grown, and was equally surpcised the
enormons cropm grows, aod st the swall num-
bar of farmers who have tried to raise this vala:
able kind of hay. I wasshown several pretty
large fields whers over thres toosof timothy
bay to the acre was cut thres fn sacoes-
tion, and in ous or two cases prodooe was

oF Rusticus. 13

sald to be nearsr four tons to the acre. Thess
farmernall told me that they had never seen
_ BUCH LARGR OBOFS
of timothy hay growsm in suy of the Rastern
provinoes, énd one fsrmer who had eight acres
of timothy hay, on which three tons of hay per
acre had boen sut last season, eold the greater part
of it at $17 per ton. I enguired of mome
of the cultivaters of timothy hay,
why its calture had [ailed in Sannyslde, and
was told that the land where It htdgoouwwn
was too wet j-but wherever it was sown on dry
land it did remarkably well, if not too thickly
soeded, as it stools out here much more than in
the Esstern provinces. The farmers who raisu
timothy sod their horses with i while a*
work, as do much better on it than when
fed on prairis hay. I have not yet found soy
cases whers clover hag been successfully grown,
nor apyone who has tried red-top ; but Hun-
garian grass grows most luxuriantly, and {f not
sown tty thick the stalks hecome rather
coarse for fodder, more resembling wheat straw,
Iwmtm&[@ubmsmsﬂﬂaﬂd

FALL WHEAT,

which the owner says Is the culy one In Mani-
toba, The gmurpodionwupny y well killed
out, but s strip about thirty feet wide across the
north end of the pisce looked well, and promises
to produce ab tly. I saked the owner the
cause of such & marked difference in the sadis
field, He said that he had sown Clauson whext,
heonght fran Markham, Ont., in that strip,
while the rest of the field was sown with a
vadety called ** white chafl.” The part of the
filld where the Clauson wheat was sown being
near the [ence, waa covered by a drift of snow,
while the rest was more exposed. -

extensive [armers in the
township of Springfield, and in one case I saw s
field contaising 8) scree of ed land, part
olitm'iththnh):rww eat plants,

There sootos to » rtrange fatality amo!

horses brought from Oatario to thh;!hoe onns
[armer ha lost eleven horses during the eight
years be has farming here. Some of thesa
were raised here from mares brought from On-
tario, I have not been able to learn the cause

MOETALITY AMONG EOW,-

4
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or four miles, when viewed through = small
x1nas, resembled rery much some
KALEIDOSCOPIC VIEWEH,

The black streaks wers ths lstely ploughed
fields, the dark brown was where prairie firea had
been running last fall, Warning the grass and
kiiling the bushes; the dark gray consisted of
hazel and poplar bushes, which had not et
leafed out; the light gray was pretty extonsive,
and consisted of unbournt fields of old pralrie
grans and unploughed wheat andoat stubble; the
dark green color adorned the wet meadow landa,
{rom which the hay hsd been teken last year,
and aithongh now covered with from two to eix
jnches of water, yet the young bay bws already
got high enough to overshadow the fiood ; the
hloish gray Indicated the marthes, whers the
bluish-colored new grasa, and also spots of
water, give a bluish tint to the old mad wither-
ed marsh grass of the previous year’s growth;
the dappled gray and n oolora arise from the
present half-leafed stste of the willow bushes,
which are very plentiful all over these parts, and
the bins mpots were places where the water,
whila covering the old crop of wild grass, was
stiil too deep fur the new crop to get above its

surfacs, .
The tops of the higher buildings in Winnipeg
are scen from
THE MOOSE X088

—called thia name owing to & sopposed resem.
blance which it bears to the nose of the mooss
—aud weryit not for the groves of poplars which
grow near 5% Bopiface, the whole city would
be plainly visible in favorable weather.  The
Government own the land on the most elevated
part of this hill, it being a school reserve, and
nave given seversl acreson the summit fur a
cemetery and also mitea for churchea, The acil
is composed of very beautiful white gravel, with
fow stones larger in.u a man's fist, If pear a
iarge city this white gravel, aboot the sizs of
small marbles, wounld be in demand for pav-
iog footpatha in gardena and lawns. This echool
teserve was at one time of considerable ‘value,
owing to the large amount of wood on it, bat it
has been pratty well stripped of that commodi-
ty. Some people here seem to have very mis
tuken idens sbout the righ's of the Dominion
Government and the Hudeon Bay Compavy to
the timber grown on their reserves, consequent-
ly the school lands and the Hodson Bay Com
pany’s lands are plandered wiltbout compunc-
tion, Not only is the wood growa on these
lands taken for farming parpecs but s large
portion finds fts way to Winnipeg mar-
ket. 8ome people who really de pot own
any lend of their own engnge pretiy extensively
in the irewood buslness, and they seem to have
the rympathy of a good many others who ought
to koow better. liccentlg forty-six cords of fire-
wood were aeized and sold at Selkirk, for having
bean cut, contrary to law, upon the Indian re-
serve ; but the price at which it was knocked
down was leas than thirty cents per cord, and the
prees of that great city of the future spoke ap-
provingly cf the transaction. The thieving of
Government wood would not look so bad, if it
were only dove by poor people who have no wood
lots of thelr own, bt some of the wealthiest men
in these parts, who own wood lots, raid pretty
exteoxively on the Government wood, and leave
their own for foture nse,
Winnipcg, May 15th, 1879,

or RusTticus.

PRIVATIONS OF FRRICHTING—~ MARSHY PRATRIES—
THR MENNONITES — ORGANIZING BUNDATY-
BcHOOLS—A MINT.

S1,—On the afternoon of Thureday, 15tk inst.,
I started on » pilgrimage smongst a pumber of
gmall Canadian settiements lylng east aud
south esat from Winnipeg. My course was along
the Dawson roats (trail it should be called) for
thirty miles to Pointe des Chenes; then south-
west some seven or aight miles to Claar Springs
settlement, which is situated on the south-east
quarter of township seven, raugesix, sast, and
also includes a strip of land from one miles to one
and & half mile wide slong the west border of
township seven, range geven, east. After crossin
the rallway track at St. Boniface I pass
throngh 2 small strip of poplar woods, and
eutered on the wost lonesome and wet prairie
I had yetseen, being pearly all covered over by
water snd willow bushea. The road had been
tecently passed over by a large number of
French natives, who were freighting goods to the
North-West Angle of the Lake of the Woods on
ox carts, and was cut up In a way scarcely ever
seen duwn east. Freightiog on euch rosds must
be hard on the men, oxen and cartsergaged init,
proof of which I saw in a dead ox lyipg besids
the road and several portions of broken carts, buat
I suppose

THE MEN ALL ESCAYED WITH THEIR LIVXS.

Here and there along this dreary rosd consi-
derable streams of water are crossed, which run
in & north-easterly direction and help to drown
nearly all the land for abuvut five or six miles
wide by ten miles long, reaching from Kildon-
an to Protestsnt Ridge, which iz near the esast
side of range four, and on the dividing line be-
tween townships nine snd ten. This overflow-
of water is cansed by an ngly propensity which
the small rivers {n this country hive of forsaking
their proper bdd or channel, "mnd spreading
therselves into immense muskcgs or marshes,
which frequently have Satan's most vulgar name
prefixed to them. The mamhes which are laid
down oh the map form but asmall portion of
Lhe overflowed lands in their vicinity, especially
during the early part of summer. By referenze
to the map yon will perceivs that a e part

of thia tract [3 owped by the Roman Catholic

Church, and to ““render this savage wilderness
mors waate,” there are no houses nor signs of
caltivation to be seen for over eight miles of the,
journey which took e near four hours to sc-
complish,

PROTESTANT RIDGY,

or Prairie Grove, as the post office here is call-
ed, i+ situated on the borders of the large Boat-
iog bog where the river Baine loses jtaelf the
seeond time, and contalng over a dozen Cansdian
settlers, who have no schoo! as yet, buk have the
timber out for a building to serve as a school and
meeting-honre. :

I stayed over night at the house of Henry Me-
Quade, sen., who may properly be called the
patriarch of the settlement, sa be has six sons
and three sonsin-law among the lapd tillers
and defenders of British Caoadiwn rights in this
portion of Her Majesty's dominfons. The old
gentleman is possescad of a foll share of Irlah
combativeness, and it eeems t3 give him con-
siderahle pleasurs to relate the encinnters which
he and his friends had with the French natives



who wers pent by Father Richot and Arch-
bishop Taché to

DRIVE OFF

the intruding Irish Canadians,

From here to Pointe des Chenes, for s distance

of seventeen or eighteen miles, there are no Eng-

" lish-epesking sett that I heard of, and it is
cnly very aparsely settled by French-Cansdians
and pativee. Thelaud is of superior quality, if
drained, for which there sre excellent i&cﬂlties,
aa the water in the pretty little river Seine is
from fonr to eight feet Jower than the adjscent
]ands.in most places. T called at the honseof &
French-Canadian, who had formerly worked
vine years with Gilmour & Co. in the Oitawa
region, but who lsst year bought two hundred
ocres of land, with ten chains frontage on the
Seine, baving a little bonse and several mcres
ploughed : the price piid was only $300 for the
whole, The general price of land in this guarter
secms to ba from $1 to $2 50 per acre,  If & con-
siderable tract of this sectica of country waa
bought by » company of enterprising farmers
from Britain or Ontarfo, and & comparatively
smsll sum spent in draicing and Improving it, the
salling price of it would be thereby increased
more than fourfold. ’

When five or six miles from Pointe des Chenes,
the rosd comea out into tha largest open prairie
in Manitoba east of the Red River. Thia prsirie
ia about ten miles long and five miles wide, add
is almoat m perfect level with scarcely m bush
tht;:.feethiah in sight, a conddarable portion of
it being

UXDER WATER

with a good growth of fresh green hay growing
up throagh it. T observed also in one place that
a considerabls extent of this meadow land had
the hay cut last season and raked up with »
borserake and part of it cocked ; but it was laft
on the field over winter and continnes there still,
24 It is too wet to burn,

Just before coming tothis open prairie I passed
two bands of

NATIVE FEEKIGHTEIES

who were on their road back from the Lake of
the Woods, where they had delivered their loads
There wers in all flty-two ox-carta, The oxen,
being unbitched, were grazing on the prairis
while their masters wers preparing thelr own
mid-da7 meal, Bfost of these carta wers loaded
with cedar and tamamc te, which were
taken to Winnipeg, while several carts had

for losds the dehris of other carts which had
‘tmen hrokea on the journey. The price paid
_for freighting from Winnipeg to the Lake of
the Woods 1a $150 100 lbe. when
bad, $1 to §1.25 when
the trail iz In tolerabls oondition. Afost
of the French natives fn this part do little
eles than freight goods on this road, and will find
it hard to make a liring when the frefghting
hasiness cesses through the complstion of the
railway to Rat Portage. The usual time taken
in maximg the round trip ls from ten to twelrs
days, each man driviog or four carts, hav-
ing from seven to ten hundredweight oo sach
cart; but in some cases it has taken thee cars-

vang nearly foor days goleg the t miles be-
tween 3¢ ] nﬁmm

.| Bprings ssttlemont, and in dolng

AT POINTE DIA CHENES

thers is m largs new Roman Catholic charch,
with » oconsiderable number of Freoch natives
and Cansdisos dwelllng ca boith banks of the
Seine, which is here about thirty feet wide and
from three to four feet deep, and running about™

miles per hoamr. rather novel feature
about this river is the fact that there is here
muck more water running in it than thers is in
it thirty miles further down at its ontlet into
Red River, although it recelves several tribuo-
taries by the way. A condderable portion of
the surplos water is no doobt evaporated during
ita tlow progress through the two muskegs and
numeroua other wet marshes over which it haa
to travel : but a considerable portion of the lost
water finds it way to—the ﬁjd River through
two large couliea, which empty themselves near
the lower end of Kildonan. " There are about
half-a-dozen English-speaking f{amilies at
Points des Chenes, but they are a mmall
number &0 support a school; mowe of
them ment their children ¢o ‘the French
school, but the tescher sent the young herstics
home again, statin f that thers was not sufficient
room in the achoolhouss to mccommodate them,
which is quite likely, since the teacher ocoupies
s portion of the schoolhouse as & private resi-
dence, There is hers also one of the

BEST BAW AND GRIST MILL3

in the provinca. The price charged for grinding
wheat iz one-sixily, and for sawing lumber $10
per thousand feet.
On Ssturday morning I started for Clear
d
through a cormer of * pa:ae

THE MEXNBOXITE RESXRVE,

near tothe village of Bloominhoff, to which Is
attached the land in the north-east quarter of
township seven, rangs mix, east. Althongh
Bloominhoff lay about a mile and a half out
of my road, and the chance for bolding con- -
versation with its Inhabitants was very small, as
most of them ars about as jgnorant of Fog-
lish a8 I am ignorant of Low Dutch, which they
wesk, yet I conld not resiat the tempration to
visit these peculiar peopls in their own homen.
1 had ample opportunities for saeing whatever I
wanted to ase, as the peopls were very friendly.
bat our conversation was almost & complets
failare, a8 my small collection of Gaelic and
French words wers entirsly worthless, and I
bad to keep to the English, of which they seem-
ed to understand a littls, but could scarcaly
wpeak & word. On m vg for a drink of
milke the obliging Mennumnits brought
along with a jug of nrich, sweet milk a
& plate with bread on It, and another with but-
ter. Igavescopyof the Norrmray MEssyxoix
to an intalligent young man named Inasc YWark-
Ington, and he took it and read it alowly, about

as well a5 » boy who had got b the firet
book of lessona would do, bat he evidently did
pob understand all he read. T had s much better

oppertanity on the following Monday of halding
interoourse with the anmizu, ytlgmugb an

who had ty speak the Low Duotch
finectly, and with whotm I visited the village of
Stelobech, where I got ciril answery to the

questions saked without bd.‘n?

made to i
an lntroder, st I havre often . .:::é.t}i:;

elt when
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-for tews in the victulty of Montreal. Ax the in-
formation gained daring this ioterview will pro-
bably form the subject of another letter, I will
leave the anm;i‘hen for the ptn‘:nl‘d;nmdy
ssying that, with the axcepiion of the adjolning
Sci)&cg l.l::l Canadizn settlement of Clear
Bpringe, I have seen no such made in
cultivating the and in dwelling-
hotises, stables and other otthouses in an
of the new pettlementa in Manitoba,
matter of gardenirg they are Iar

AHIAD OF YHITR XNGLISH XEIGHBORS ;

not only vegetabled, but flowers belng exten-
sively cultirated by them. I bellevs that there
is more gardening doos in the village of Bloom-
inhofl than is done In may township In Manitoba
east of the Red River, yet the place where the
villags with its nuomerons g now staads,
was only five yesrs sgo s wildeinems, and the
present iphabitants were dwelling in Bouth-
eastern Kosia,

On Sundsy forenoon I attended divine service
in the house of oos of the Csoadisn settlers ot
CiearSpdogy, and st the conclusion sssisted fn
the organizativn of s Buoday-school. On the
previcus Babbath day T had also assisted In or-
gaoiring & Saoday-school at Cook’s Creek, and
a8 the organiring snd startiog of Bunday schools
in the new settlaments of this provisce will pro-
Lably cccopy many of tmy Sondsys while ont
here, I would like to nay to the, superintendents,
teachers and scholars In some of the highly
favored Sunday echools in Quebeo and Ontario,
that §f they woulid save a few of their

OLD BUXDAY-S5CHOOL PAPEES

the

and send them here, they wonld be very accept-
abls resding for e¢hlldren Uring In such remote
places that the coly school thst they will have
a chance to attend for some yeans to coms is &
Sanday-school, aotl whoss parents are ag pre-
sent too bard up to spend money. i books or
papers, . If the benevolent Babbsth-school
soholars in the Eastern Provinces would save
some of their old Bunday-school ps%.u and tis
them in & bundle directsd to “ R., Drawer 32,
Winnipeg Post Office,” L will sse thal they are
roperly distributed among the SBundsy wcholars
n the newly-setiled portions of this province
snd the Little Baskatchawan conatry.. :
Clear Springs, County of Provencher, May 18th.

THE CLEAR APRINGS SETTLEMENT—MARSHER AND
BIVRES —THINLY-RETTLID TOWHSHIPE

Sm,—The settiemnent of Clear Bptings ix the
mos} pé‘?ru!iu that I have yet psen ln‘lhe
North-West. This, {u my opinfon, s chirfly
owing to the three following catises ; Ths
peoplo are néarly all young Married men and
women, aud were poisessed of cotwiderable
means when firat mettled here, ondly.
The land is most Tavorably siteated for farming
P , beink alightly rolllig, oiwing to several
coulieg whichi pass throdiy 1tm‘shonh-wuter}{
direction, the banks be froni four to eighl
foet high. Thess cotiljea tinits ints one stream
near the northwest part ol Township 7, range
6, east, and forot what 18 called the Moira River,
which afterwards takes & westerly oo féi
about six miles, and becoines Jost 1o & lirg
marsh, 3o effectually fi this Httle river los!

N
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that none of the settlers here could tell ms
whers, or by what means, it found an outlet into
Red River. Lastly. I beliove that the presence
of the Mennonites 8 good deal todo with the
present progressive condition of their English-
speakirg neighbors, as the

mo‘n:'a PRIDR

Pert | 4 the Jatter will ot wuffer them to lag behind

the quiet, plodding Mennonites in the culture of
the moil. Yth'mk that if the Mennonite eotile-
meonts had been mcatfered over the whole pro-
vioce, instesd of being coufined to two reserves,
the whole country would he better cultivated.
The peopls here had their spriog’s work nearly
finished st the timme of my. visi &Lh May}, and
I do not know of a place in Kastern Uanada
where the farmers sow se, much grain on an
average as is done hers. e quantity of land
cultivated by each ranges. from thirty to
srty scres, and moze than .three-fourths of this
ground was green wilh the young growing crope
when I saw It As there are ample supplies of
tarparsc to bs had within alx or sght miles, the
cultivated fialds ara geperally fenced with
tamarsnpolss, There are s number of beantifal

FEVLR-FAILING BPRINGS

a.  wate)in this quarter, from which the settle-
ment takea its name. Theiflow of water from
the largeet spring would about fill a twoand a
half-inch auger hole, Ths water is very clear,
bat leaves & red stain or soft, pulpy scum sdber-
ing to the sides and bottom ot its channel, jost
like a spring which is situsted on the farm in
Hull whers I wax born, and the water is the
iameé in tasts. Timber hss been prepared to
build s schoolbouss hers, but in most of the
families the children mre too young to go to
school, Tt is remsrkable

HOW VALUABRLELAND HAS ALBEADY BICONE
here; ohe qoirter séction favorably situsted was
sold this spring for $2,000, ths last being only
$10 soven years ago, s .

The sectionn along the west border of Town
ship 7, range 7, are pretty good farming
snds, but the rest of the bownship is of inferior
quality, beiog compossd of gravel ridges and
ywamrps, the subsoll In all cases being either
coaras gravel ar very fine gray colored sand.’
There are a ngmber of French Cansdians settled
along the banks of the Seine all throngh the
eastern part of this township, bot I fear that
faw of them will ever come to be well off while
they stay there. . .

n Taesday msr%in'g T went northesst through
this townsEip ta the French settlement on the
Seine, and travelled down, the hdoks of that
st¥eam, abogt aix milea, to Pointe des Chenes. In
all the distance irarelled over, except about &
mileands E.n![ﬁglém{roaqhedl’ointa des Chenes,
the land s light, with & Bne h'uﬁgry-lookiug
sand for a snbeail  The crops may be good for
afew years, but I am sore they will not hold
oit long, ) oL

From Polnute des Chenes I went north over a
wet, open prairie to the Canadisn settlement of
Caledonis, In townstip 8, range 7, eaat, Oxly
the western range of mections in this townahi
sre in 1&01:011 rairle, the rest being what
hete callid woodg. { The western portion of this
township is nearly a dead level and wet. I trae
velled nearly two miles on & sirelch near the
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porthwest part of the township without ever
stepping on dry ground. All had the usnal
covering of water, through which a vigorcus
growth of Fru- was growing. This settlement
was made lour or five years .i;'n when the sea-
sons wers remarkabl , but the two past
sesaons have been wet. and the psopls could get
in very little ctopr. Thia
Wrr a¥D

oould be readily dralned, bat the cost wonld be
too great to be borne by the few sottlers living
here, who own not more than a fourth part of
. the land which would be benefited by any drain
which would take the surface water {rom the set-
tlement Thers ix & stream callod Fish Creek,
which, after & tourse of five or six milexin &
wmten:]y direction, comes out of the woods abunt
two and & half miles from the southeast corner
of the township, when it spreads iteelf into »
marsh, sod continues in n ‘westerly direction for
ahout five miles, then empties into the Balne
through & coulie. The despening of this
creek would not cost & sixth part of the increased
value which the drainage secured by such deep-
ening would sdd to the adjacent lands. There
is also & considerabls stream, calted FEoglish
River, which has its scurce naar the border of
the provinoce, in latitnde 49.35, and longitnde
96.26 west. This stream, after a north-westerly
coarss of aboat twelve wiles, partly a3 & marsh
and partly a8 & creak (river they call {t), enters
the prairle near the south-esst corner of town-
ship 10, raoge 7, east, which is called Rich-
1and, but, like = great deal of rich Iland
in thess parts, is nearly all under water—at
lesst that portion which [ saw of it, When the
English River reaches the open praire, it is
transformed Into & marsh and drowna a ocon-
siderabls portion of townshipa nine, ten and
eleven in ranges five and six east, the water
ultimately findiog an outiet in Cook's Creek,
pear ths northwest cormer of Township 11,
range 6, east. At the time of my vixit to theee
parts (May 2Ist and 22nd) there wero over
seventy-five square miles of good lxnd under the
waters of English River in itsa course of over
twelve miles as s marsh from the polnt whers it
comea out of the bush near the ponthwest corner
of Richland until it snters Cook’s Creek near the
northwest corner of Rossmore. I belleve that a

BMALL STEAN SHOVEL

of my twalve or fifteen horse Eower placed on »
flat boat, aay tan feet wide and thirty feet long,
would dig » channel twelvs feet wide and three
feet deep through the whole length of this marsh
in one season, &t & cost of not ovér $2.000 for
fiel and attendance, whils 50,000 scres of wet
land would be dralned, ‘ )
hAt the m[;i.nt I‘rhogﬂ E%mvﬂ ra:{c.!tlﬁ:
the prairie & favorite camping-ground
Indians, I visited thé éncampmoent, but none
of those pres#nt (shiefly squawn and childeen)
ocould spsak Fogl I was told by their
psighbors Ltha? they are
NTILL PAGANE.

The only rertarkablé \-.binf abont ths encamp-
ment was the fumber and varisty of the dogs,
which seemed all anxious to Jet me know that
they coald bark and growl the same way that
Christisns’ dogs do. Bealdes ths Indians there
are mmthmnmm living In the town-
ahip of d, which is mostly woodsd,

or Rusricus, £

There is a Canadisn settlsment of four or five’
familiea {n the bash near the cantre of Townahlp
9, range 7. DBeing anxious to know how bush-
farmicg is done in this country, 1 went nearly
two miles through brosh and mnd mntfl I came to
nmmj’ ridge, such aa I had not before seen
in oountry, the

LARGE BOULDERS

protruding ont of the soll 20 thickly that you
tight travel » consdderabls distance withous
Jetting {our boots come In contact with the
grouand, jomping from one big stons to an-
other. "1 hers aaw four Inhabited dwellings and
sevaral fields nnder erop, the land belng light and
dry and in some prefty free of stome,
Most of the land in these parts, except a wet
strip of & little more than a mils wide on the
border of the prairie, was overrun by brah fires
about eight or ten years ago, and cnly pstches
of thenfl:xur_ timber remain, but ths second
growth s coming on speedily, Thers is ecarcely
sny more labor required to bring thess brulés
under cultivation than most of the willow-
covered prairies, The peopls hers, slthough
ﬁor. seem pretiy Contentsd with their lot, ag

eir homes are sbeltered from the fierce blasts
which sometimes In winter blow acrosa the
rairies, and they have an abundance of wnod
or fael and fencing, and plenty of good-tasted
water which is not to ba had [n many places in
this ommt‘:{i There iz & school in operation [n
this town ‘;x {Caledonia), and thers are forty
children of school ags living In the district, but,
owing to the wet stats of the roads, the distance
soms have to coms, and also the nnmber of child-
ren who have to hclp their parents at this season,
the attendsnce of scholars at present i only

about a dozen.

It was nfte;;cg.m. on VWeduesday, the 21st
May, when I ed Millbrook, and had to £0
nearly thres miles before reaching mny houss
which ssemed to have been Inhabited a{tho'ugh
I bad passed soma half » dozen unﬁnk}:ad brild-
ings, Feeling very hungry, 1 called at the first
house to get

BOMETEING TO RBAT,

but there was no human {nhabitant
thorgh thers was a considerable field of young
fmn growing, enclosed by » fence, mear hy.
b Wik v e el
whs next

visited two other houses with no better sucoess.
T waa begiomiag to get a little anxious, as I had
no provirions with ms, and it was now past xix
o'cl 0d I was growing tired as well as hun-
qz; then climbed npon the walls of an un-
Anished building, and with my glas took »
view of my surpoundicgs. The country fo the
south sod west Wt an opan prairis with scarce-
ly » bush oi it; yet only one house, and it was
iy g oot o ot g
mors than ed. "1l owards the southeast, from
thres to sight milen distance, could be seen the
! onis and Richland which I had
Iately visitad. The view towards tha north wis
several Blafls of small poplars, bat
: northwest, about one mnd s half
miles distancs, I discoversd a smail shanty with
two littls children playing In front of it, a sure
of of vilization, hastaned to this hot and
found it o be occupied by & family who came
from the Gatinean, not far from whers 1 was

t, al-
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born. While the guodwile was preparing sup-
per I lesrned that the
DESEKETED HOUKIS

which T had visited, as well as sume others In
that locality, belang to young mea whose par-
e6ts lve i Kildcoan, whers the young men
are at present stopping, but as there are exten-
sive hay-marshes in this quarter, they cuta large
quantity of hey in antemn and feed it to their
aey stock, which are stabled here during win-
ter, the young farmers keeping bachelors’ hall
and attending to the stock during that tims, bat
retarning to the old bomestend after the.y have
put in a little crop in the epring, leaving the
cattls to range over the country at plessnre.
Owing to this cause, and slso the large amount
of wet land, thers ars only two or three inhabi-
ted houses at present in lga sonth half of the
township of Aillbrook

The people living hers are very inconveniently
sltuated for receiving letters or papers by msil ;
their nearest post-office belog Cnok's Ureek
which iz from eight to twelve miles diatant, with
an immenss marsh intervening. This aod the
adjscent township west of it, called Plymopton,
nre very thinly settled; althongh not included fn
the hall-breed reserve, I donot think that thers
are at present over forty families living in the two
townships, Iam told that there is » consider-
able quantity of Government land here yet, but
af it {a #o wet, and also in the railway reserve,
settlors do pot oare to get it, ot knowlng how
much it may ultimsately cost.

Winnipeg, May 24th,

THE FENITENTIARY AND LUNATIO ABYLUM —
ALKALl BPOTB—INVESTIGATING A MUBKEG.

S1r,—0n ths aflternoon of Toesday, 27th Mlay,
T lelt Winunipeg to visit a number of Canndian
scttlementa lying north-west of the city. .after
a jourpey of Elteen miles {partof it throngh a
wet mwareh) T came to a place called

BTONT MOUKTAIN,

in the township of Rockwood. This mountain
is A 2olid ledge of limestone rock, sbout a mile
long by a quarter of a mile wide, and some
seventy or eighty feet above the surrounding
swamp. Thers iss 2entle slope from the plain
up to the top of the mounutain, on the east
side ; but on the west side it i3 nearly
perpeadicnlar, Beveral lime-Filns ars built into
the sldea of this little mountsin, and considera-
ble quantities of lime and stone are brought
{from bere to Winnipeg, The Provincial FPeni-
tentiary is built on the top of this rock,
nod commands one of the most extensive
views in Manitoba, the city of Winnipeg
being plaloly meen, althongh Yhirteen miles
distant as the crow flies. I was shown all through
the penitentiary building by Mr, Bedson, the
very efficient warden, who seems to have a
apecial kaack for keeping order in an jostitn-
tion of this kind, which gives accommodation to
the lunatics na well ax the convicts of the grest
North-West, Twenty-four of the latter and
fourteen of (he former class now find board, lodg-
iogs and employment {o avd around this instita-
tion. There is & e>nsiderable farm and garden
carnected with the establishment, which ia being
rapiily enlarged, and will soon furnieh wnore
predree than is reguired at the ipstitation,

or Rusticus.

While walking through the garden in company
with Bir. Bedson, s middle.sged man ap-
prosched the latter gentleman snd saked
permission to go out of the garden to see hisson,
whom he had not seen for over four weeks,
Mr. Bedson replied that he conld not go cutside
the garden, but that he {Bedson) would tell the
boy to come and seo hie father, After we lult
Mr. Bedson told me that the wan we hsd jost
leftwas a lunatic, and that quite s number of
the other peraons present in the garden were of
nnsound mind, who were sent icio the garden in
tine weather, where they conld work or wa'lk
around as they pleased, while several of the
most trusty convicts were employed ‘to Jeep
watch over their actions and assist in preventioe
their escape, Several of the penitentiary guards
were also within bailing distancs, One of the
lunatica had recently made his escape from the
garden and ran uearly three miles across a wet

prairie before being canght. Everything around -

the building is kept
XXOEEDINGLY NEAT AND CLEAX ;

yot the conviets sometimes euffer throogh the
lack of proper drainage, which seems the mors
strange since the buildipg is on the top of a
wmountain. There is a well in the building bored
180 feet down into the solid limestone rock. and
the water drawn from it is very clear and of gaod
taste, From the summit of Stony Mountain I
had & good view of the surrounding country,
where I saw the evil effects of the alkaliin many
placer, g

In every part of the country in which I had
yet been, I saw roany

ALEALI BPOTS,

whera the grouad was slightly crosted with '

something like hoar frost, which {n some places
maude the ground nesrly white, with scarcely o
blade of grass growing. Thare are wany of
these alkali apots jn tbe city of Winnipeg, but
they were mostly of small size, coveriog ouly a
few rods, In the townabips of Rockwood and
Victoria {Noe, 13th sod 14th in range two, east)
there ro pret.ti,* ext.neiva tracks of alkali lands,
where very little grasa willgrow, There are very
few cultivated fields on the eastern half of the
townebip of Victoria which are not more or less
damaged by alksli epots, amounting in soms
fields to mnearly a third of the surface. Inthe
worst 6pots Do grain whatever will grow, whils
in others thereis a very feeble growth of graiu io-
termixed with several kinds of weeds, one of
which looked exactly like what we ueed to csli
* fireweed” in Cansds, I have seen mome atnb.
ble fields where in places thers was very sirong
grain stubble, indicating & rank growth of grain,
while within a few leet there waa not a vestize
of stubble to be seen, the alleall having prevente
an{ grain from growing.

here ia a strip of wooded land about a mile
wide which raos northward along the centre of
townships 13, 14, 15 and 16, range 2, east. This
wooded land is moetly divided into wood-lots of
twenty acres each, which are owaed by the
holders of the adjacent irie lands, In some
places in the .township of Victoria sad lying to
the eastward of thinstrip of wood, thers are most

BIAUTIFUL LITTLR BLGIYS

and stripe of wood, consisting chiefly of poolar
fringed with willows., Theas rtrips o(vvood often
enclose beautifnl little l=vel gramy parks of very
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fine grazn of last season’s growth, abont sixtotem
inches high., The picture is moet charming, but {a
somuwhat by the thought tbat it ia
cansed by the presenoce of all:alf, sincs wood will
not grow on the alkalt spots, which are coverad
with short fine grass. Asif the alkall was not
bad enough in itself, there Is in this towaebip
{Victoriu) considersbls tracts of what we vsed
to call ¢ aponty land,” where the Iand {s quite
wet, even on the top of the ridges or slight
¢levations, where the water sreme to ooze ontof
the soil. I passed two deserted homestends
where houses bad been built, and alac consider-
pble land cuoltivated daring the dry seazons
which prevailed thres or four years sgo. Part
of it had also been plonghed last year, but no
crop could be sown owing to the wet tondition of
the land. The owners of thess

EPOUTY LOTS

bave left for drier quarters and the lots are for
aale, snd any person visiting them in winter
time would be ready to consider them euitable
for farms, 23 thers 1s plenty of fall for the sur-
face water, and the spovty nature of the land is
concealed by the froet. gwsiked acroes a field
of this spouty land which had been ploaghed
last year, and althouch there wasa fall of about
a fout in every hundred fest, yet it was a woat
difficuit, and, I might say, disgustiog job to
travel over i{t, a8 at every step I took my feet
sank four or five inchen in a “roapy like'' mud,
of a moues color., Of oconrse ralsing grain on such
)and, except in very dry seasone, is out of the
ques:ion,

(a the west sids of this township there are
pumerous dry, gravelly ridges, and near the north
end there ia considerable land which has s mod-
erate covering of dark loam, resting on a subsoil
of exceedingly fine ** desd sand,” which displays
ntendency to '‘run” when a ditch is being dog
throngh it. There is here a considerable growth
of what is here called birch willow, which grows
to atout the proper size to use in the correction
of nnruly boys. This birch willow resembles very
wuch the young shoots of the white birch of
Canada. ‘

In the

TOWKNSHIP OF GREEXWOOD,

townshlp 15, raoge 2, east, there in more wood.
land than in the townships south of this ; also
the prairie land is mostly covered with bushes,
except in the hay marshea. There also scoms to
be much less alkall Jands than in either Rock-
wood or Victgris. In the rasge of townships
immediately to the east of this thers is an ex.
tensive marsh, to which I made reference in my
letter of April 28th. For some distance along
the western border of this marsh, and at the
eastern borders of Victorla and Greenwood,
there is & natural curiosity called

- JACK-FISH CHERX

from the larre numbers of Jack. fish (plke) which
are caught In ft. Beveral yonng men went omt
in & boat on this creek laat Wednesdsy and in
less than half a day canght ffty-seven (57) pike,
weighing frora three to nine pounds each. The
fieh were canght with drag-hocks and map
more would have been taken were it not for the
loss of three of the booke, which were broken
from the line by thess powerful and voraciom
fish, I got pleces of thess fish for breakfnst to-

OF RUSTICUS, 19

day, and must say that they were good eat-
ing, having been aalted for lyooupla qof days,
There is & very larze spring ia one place fa this
creek which remsins unfrozen in winter time,
snd to this place the pike resort, aud are then
cagght in large numbern. Thig creek (or Iake) In
said to-be five miles long, from ten to two hun
dred fect wide, snd from three to twelva rut
deep, and although thers fa & conaiderabls cur-
reut flowiog throogh it, yet St hua very littls
water flowing foto i, and no virible ontlet. Ita
banks are In nearly all places composed of mus-
keg. I visited a part of this creek yesterday,
snd had to travel for pearly ome hundred
yards before getting to the water's edgs, over
8 mpongy-hke surface, where at every atop I
toock I eank from four to six inches jo water,
althongh I was carefully steppiog on the most
grassy spots.’ The journey over this place was
certainly exciting, if not very dangerous, s the
whole surrounding aarface seemed to tremble at
each etep, and I was not altogether without fears
that T might slip through the top crust Into the
uoknown depths benesth. When the open
water was reached, which was at that place about
100 feet wide, I could notasee the bottom,and felt
a longing desire to return to terra firma, and the
journey back to solid ground was made much
move quickly thaa the one in the opposite airec-
tion. . When the solid 1and weas regained and I
drew a long breath of relief, I conld distinctly
hear my heart beat from the excitement. I in-
tend to make some further investigations aboet
this creek, but the *“ June freshet” (aa the wet
season In this province is called) seems to be met-
ting in, as it has beenrainirg more or lees svery
day for three days past, and in such a time it is
not pleasant to be investigating the peculiarities
of » wuskeg. Asthe weekly mail loavesn early
to-merrow morning, I must conclude for the
present,

Greenwood, Townghip

15th, Ra
Moy Soen 5 nge two, East,

JACE FISH CREIE-BLAVISE WORKE—WELL DIG-
GIxG.

S, —The weather being wet on Friday, Tih,
snd forenoon of Saturday, 8th May, I did nos
feel inclined to make any further persopal ex—
plorations of Jack Fish Creek, but was credibly
informed that a little to the northward of the
Canada Pacific Railway Telegraph Line the
surface sail or crust above the bog, through
which the water of Jack Fish [Creek finds ita
outlet to Netley's Creek, and throagh which the
pike from Red River and Netley’s Creck find
their way to Jack Fish Creck, becomes so firm
that teams croesed over it the present season.
At the min%eof the telegraph line the
is pretty bad, being nine or ten feet deep E:?g
wide also, and is by far the worst muskeg on
tbs track of the Canada Pacific Railway be-
:.:;:n Belkick and the Narrows of Lake Mari-

The grester part of the townehips of Greea-
weod and Dondas (15 and 16, in r}:ﬁge 2, enst)
is called

BRUAH PRAIRIE,

¥ [ being thickly covered with cak,- harel, poplar

and willow bushes, with a good many boulders
{n some places, the land being chiefly a loamy
clay, with an occasional sandy ridge. Thers in.
alxo & conzidernble quantity of wooded land,
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from Ywhich the farmers draw s good Ides of
firewood to Winni fn winter tims with ox-
h the distaoce s from thirty to
1. miles, have done & g-oodddid of wood-

in m upger days, an ways con—
ddamd?i: a -Lvl-‘i.:h iind ﬁ work, bat fn all
my experience I naver met with such a oase

WwOoOD-DRAWING UNDER DIFFIOULYIRS

ssis experienced by the farmers here. The ox-
sleizh is nsuslly losded with from a cord mnd a
half to two of dry E) lar firewood on Moot
day,and a start 1s made befors daylight on Tues-
day morning,and after five or six hours travelli

a halt of about two hoars ¢ made to restan
feed the oren, when the Journey is resumed.
This of alternately travelling for five
two hoars is continued uotil
Winnipeg Iu ed, sometime during the fors-
nooa o?cg?ednmds . At each halting place, »
fire is kindled and tea made, and, nof unfre-

teams, al

hours and restin

quently, -tha bottle - around as there
are  generall uvam going in
COmpsny. n the load js sold In Winni-

. reslizing from $6 to §9, the whiskey
ﬁ;‘is re unhged and a start made for home,when
a sscond serles of journeyings mnd campings fs
gona through, the bottla being paszed aroumnd
more {requently to drive away the drowsy feel-
ing which troubles the teamsters during the
socond aleepless night passed on ths road. Gen-
erally when the rosds and weather are fuvorable,
the wall-tired oxen sod their teamsters resch
home exrly on Thursdsy alterncon, but
somstimes they do mot get home uontil some.
time on Thursday night. Although the savere
wufferings of both men and oxen when travelling
on cold and stormy nights, i not easily reslizsd
by Ontario farmers, yot some of the yomi men
bere sesm to enjoy the whole thing, bat I fear
they will suffer afterwacda from the avil effects
of the fatizue as well aa the grog-drinking. Thix
wood-drawing busfness was hagun dn.r?nz the
time when tho crops ware destroyed by grass-
hoppers, and the farmers had to do something to
keep tha pot bolling ; but there Is no necessity
for oontinuing so demoraliring & business at

ant.
m.:s the brush land, when the broah is first re-
moved, In very diffiult to plough, some of ths
{armers herq have

MAMMOTH GEURRING PLOUGHS,

which are drawn by three, and sometimes four,
pairs of oxen and horses, tumigfn over a furrow
efghtesn inoheas wide and pléui g two acres 1o
a day, making good work, although the clumps
of roots are numerous and tough. ‘In one case
T eaw whers a “aulky hE}lomﬂn bean nsad
drawn by two teams which seemed to do nearly
a8 well aa the grubbiog plonghs with thres
or four teams. ere the plonghing Is t0 be
done by one team, thess root clumps have all to
be first cut out of the ground with axes.
There is » pretty large atream called

NRTLEY'S CREEK,

which has its source in the wet, wooded conntry
at the bounc_l;z‘ of Keews and runs south-
i

east, Joadng {n the bog | to the eastward
of Dundas.  Althongh the d co to this qreek
wasa not over two and a | miles from the

border of the settlement, yot bat few ol the m
tiers hore had pver seeq it, and those who

or RusTicus.

seen it oould tall very littls abont it, On Batur.
day afternoon, the weather being fine,
to viait the creek, sithough sssured that I would
meet with mara waker wes either plsasant
or tabls, aven belore reaching the. creek
itaslf. As thers was no rosd to tzavel on, I had

of | to ateer the beat way I-oculdtht:rongh woods,

bruléds, and willow gdx:lu. waler belng
almost all the time from four to eight inches
deep. Tha soll hers seema to be of excellent
quality, since it produces immense cropa of wild
hay where there is an open space; and even
among the trees, where the pround war not too
wet, the younx&eu-ﬁms were growing rank, aad
some of them blossom, which seems pretty
early for the northam borders of Manitebs, on
the 24th of- M&é Tha largs timber. here is
chiefly Balm of Gilead, and is from rix to fifteen
inches in diameter near the ground ; bat asthe

BALM OF GILEAD

here, &}ulh unlike thd poplar, s of littls or no
values for fuel or building purposes, it detracts
from the value of the land ; consequently, this
tract of country still re in the rsion
of the Government.  The fact of its being in the
raflway reserve, while the track of the rallway
has been removed t miles southwards. hel;
to keep mettlers from ting on thees lan
The tesf drawback 1s undoubtedly the wet
condition of the soil snd the fmprobability of its
belng draived for many years tocoms. Thers
is & narrow strip of dry d on the banks of
the creek, but ashort distsnce back It is very
wot. Tha creek {s about twenty-four feet wide
with fivs feet de)fth of water rooning In it ata
velocity of nesrly two miles an hour. Bhortly
after entering on the ie, the creek ixlostin
» muskeg, through ,which_l'ba water filters for
over five miles, when it sssmmea the creck form
again and rons out to Red River In A streamso
Iarge that & pmall ateamboat can ascend it for &
consiﬂenl_:vlu_dighgm from the mouth,

On Mondpy and T I visited the weetern
gide of thedstownships ; the mottled parts
of the townshipa &djofn.{nk on the first rarge of
townships east. The land here is much drier
than almost aoy I had seen fn this provincs, and
cul?lli;xu rzgitﬂylof loam m.t.}: & clay subsail,
w produoces large cropa of graln,  Thers are
some places rather stony, with an
ridge of rather poor grarel, The

GEOWING CROPS HEKE LOOKED HEMARTARLY
yIxE,

and the farmers seem to be getting on wall,
The limestane rock underlies all this guarter,
being frem.  iten. to. twenty . fest from the
wurfsca, Most of the fsrmss here bhave to
blsst, or. drill .
this rock tn order to.obtaln m pever-failing
supply of water, but a few of them have plenty
of water without going into the rock for it. The
water obtained from welly which have been duog
a considersble distance into the rock . fa clear
mdhe(m&ﬂ%whi&hl:‘lﬁmaﬂm
eitgmtﬂwp the aprings and in this peo-
08,

{
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part fs low and wet, although thmﬁagood
chanos o‘f‘hdnining it The -‘c:.l hhzgré‘nng:
, bat’ WOrss B you go wes
S e A
~and-by, some pecp aken up
Jand here lataly, but ul;pat‘z_ ' o

oosT OF CLEARING UP YEN ESULE LAXDA

rquara, partly In the towmahip of Victoris, ‘but
pf by lemmaiy it s, Bewl, I
i oy & a dry R
}:n,dni!, Lvm‘.hlv for - farming ‘A

bers l:te!y at from $2 to hn‘l?t'w :;:u'hp'{'hm
] 3 . on_ Bple re-
verve, et ‘phongblat 1o, baluy dcne I seversl

places, and more houses
hasers of thess claims can get wood lots to
gn'y in the north part of Greenwood and Ridge-
way at §1 per acre, The Jack Fish Oreek
d s izl:;e a p stresm :i:lta %ellrbot
an a_prot} ) gravelly bot-
mdnnmémn:gmlpmd- or enlargemeanta,
where the water iq four or five fset deep ut
present, Thers was more than three times the
awmount of water running lu this creek when I

crossed it on Mondsy evening than wes running Spen

init on the previons Thureday, six miles fur-
ther east, where it joins the stream, 1
was told by the people lving here that this
stream his an arnus? freeshet mbout ths begin-
niog of June—the wet sesson—but by the be-
s oot SAEh & paernte, 1 e
: : w Ave al el up.
i edtoner bl it erlis
open g_southwardy )
tomhig; of .p and Grammiere, {9 the
Aminibolve, aod in :

TEX MILEA OF MY JOURNEY

 proving my statements or of apol

31

In which he charges me with upntruthfolness in
the statements made by me fn my commuries-
tion which sppeared. in the Wirxeas of April
15th. He sayw, “‘X regret szomedingly that I
deem i} necessary to refer to s few of the misre-
presentitions which the letter contsins,” yet

DORS ¥OT POINT ODY

» single stptement made by me which iy not in
sccordsuce with the truth, slthongh he hints that
what I said “‘about delays, used-up horses,” &c.
are exsggerationn, If Mr, Greenway would only
state the partionlar cases whore 1’ erated
ormi-.h&od_ anything, I wounld loelﬂx:tsgacd to
hiro, dnoe it wonld give me an %xlr:;mitytgf
to the
?‘dm fg the WiTnesas for havin doodéod them.
am the more mnxioos that y Greenway
would forward bis hill of particnlars at once
and slso give the nimes of at- least & dozen ol
ths leading citizens of Emerson {or one or two
wpactable pe ““who are fully acquainted
mﬂ the ciroumstances,” eo that I
call on them &nd see if they will under-
take ** & verification of .what I (Greenway) huve
#aid in reference to this matter.” Mr. Greenway
would .lead your resders to Infer that tem-
poTary bﬂaﬁl had been conatructed scroes the
water in the Red River at Emerson, on
Bundsy, March 30th, while thers were no
bridgea erected untll Tuesdsy, April lst, sxoept
that referred to in my lettar ax connecting the
shore on the eastern or Emerson xide of ‘the
river with the solld foe on the ocntre, I wasin-
deed told that the ka which entersd Into the
construction of bridge were borrowed from
ih;(r._.'_“%ey! on Bund‘.l% but %'bthnaght that
8 Jerryman and not & TOSNWE
who had borrowed them_ wsince the f 4

an
collected toll from the e who over
them, Mr, Gmnﬂyhﬁﬂmf saying that
I *oalled upon Mr, Tetu and Mr?rG meo‘n

Mondyy In reference to this matter™ Mr

did not_pess a s'agle house, sithough the land [ Grahams makey wilar & 1 :
suitable for setilement. ‘1 RN a elmilar statement, but

. besn sold | I DEST THAY I WENT NEAR THESE GENTLEMEN ON
hers the present seascn, but was that from -
$4to 3B per acre in the mkad afnce the
Canads Pacific Railway fa to pass zlong
the northern of thi ca, while
th&Wlnnimbnmhvﬂl'p- g the south
side, o T S -

"
- d
2,
-

Thomas Gremway, -3 P,, Boath Faroe,

MONDAY, -

and Ileave to the readers of the Wrrnnss if [
ssid wo fn sy of m
oll bottie™ peems to

letters. Mr. Totun's “‘coal




retarn the Inmber to kim, which was borrowed
for the purposs of msking temporary bridges on
which to take the eflects of the lmmigrants
scroes the river. That statement, like many
others msds by Mr. Grahame, is nntruthfol. On
Thuraday alternoon, April 3rd, fnding thst no
more immigrants were wantiog to crosa the

Rirer at Emerson, 1 borrowed s handsleigh and
with it drew the plarks which formed the west-
ern shore bridge, np the river nearly half a mile
on the centre lce {0 whers the eastern shors
bridge was located. I then went to hire a team
to draw them sl op to Mr, Curney’s lum-
ber yard, but while lookisg for a team
I met s man who withed me to leave
the temporary bridges undisturbed for some
time longer, a1 he wished to take a load
scross the river, stating that he wounld deliver
the planks to Mr. Carney when he done
with them. X then wept with him to see if Mr,
Carney waa satisfisd with this arrangement, and
to this he (Mr, Carney) sgreed, as the other man
was well known to {:im. Thas your resders

will perceive
THAT I BZDXEWED NTY PLEDGE,

although ¥r. Grahasme has stated that I did
pot, As it is probsble that I will have to refer
to Mr, Grahame's false statements and curious
sciions at somse fotors time, I will say no more
on that subject at present,

Tha following is » rongh aketch of the cele-
brated Emerson foll-bridge :

Tha Emerson shore is represented by ﬁggre p i
the open water by 2;,the roof of a flat-boat by
3; a scow for ferryin;h:nmn acroes the river by
4; the centre fce by 5; the plank connecting
the Emerson shore with the roof of the flat-boat
—the boat ftrelf being fastened inthe submerged
jce—is represented by 6; and 7 r-presents the
two narrow planks which {armed vae connection
between the roof of the flat-boat and the large
ecow, the western end of which—the scow—was
up on the dry lce, while the other end was sub-
merged in water, the scow being frozen in the
partiv mbmemci fce, I crossed this bridge
mveelf, and paid five cents for the privilege, the
tollman having taken hisatand on the roof of
the flat-hoat—fignre 3—and would not lef me
paw without paying or fizhting, snd T preferred
doing tbe former, as I might get & ducking even
if I succeeded in giving the tollman a drubbing.

"12th, and proceeded down tha river to

THE RIVERS AFD LAKES CP THE PRAIRIE PRO-
VIECE—A BAIL TP THE WINNIPRG —ENTEA-
PRISIXG MOSTEEALSES —ATTACKID BY MUS-
QUITCES—"' WOODIXG-UR" .

S1g,~As it may be Interesting to some of the
readers of the WITFESY to hesr something abont
the rivers and lakes, us well as the land in the
North-West, I purpose In this letter to give s
short sccount of a recent trip from the city of
Winnipeg to Pins Falls, on the Winnipeg River,
some saven or eight miles from its outlet, whers
Messrw, Josiah Adams and G. H. Bchneider
(formerly of Montreal) are at present erecting
pretty large saw-mill, incloding shingle and Iath
machines, and machines for planing, tonguing
and grooving, Maessra. Adams and Schneider
recently chartered the little rteam tug ** Vic-
toria,” of fourteen tons re&skr. to tow the
schooner *f Mollls ™ from Winni to Pive
Faus, Inden with the machinery for thelr pew
mill, and provisions for the men at work there,
and bhaving offered me a free passage I acoepted
it the more readily as the proprietor of the tug
* Victoria,” Mr. John Doty, of Toronto, sand
{nventor of the well-known ** Doty Bteam-
Engines and Boilers,” wsa to acoompany the
¢xpedition, and from whom, as well as from
Captain MoMillan and several of the steamboat
hands, I could recelve s good deal of informa-
tlon regarding

THER FAYIGABLR WATKES OF THIS COUNTET,

especially in the vicinity of Lake W’mn!Jpeg
We left Winnipeg at poon on Thnudnyé un;

alkirk .
in leas than four bours; here wa halted for an-
other four hours, then proceeded to the mouth of
the river, and cast acchor to wait for daylight,
#0 that the buoys and stakes which mark the
crooked channel at the entrance to the lake
might be seen. A rail down the Red River on
& warm sommer's day Is exceedingly enjoyable
to a person who haa for some time been travel-
ling over the prairies, or among the rather mono-.
toncua groves of gophr, as there ars numerous
beaatiful trees, chicfly *mapls, elm snd ash,
aloming the benks with green of different
tints. . The river is not mo very crooked,
an it is sbove Winnipeg, but the cur-
rent I8 much more swilt, and for s distancs
of sbout ten roiles, between the parish of St
Paul and Little Britain Church, there is & con-
stant succession of rapids which make it very
diffizult to tow losded barges up stream from
Selkirk o Winnipeg. Mr. Doty deew my atten.
tion to & place at the foot of the raplds, about a
wile above the Stone Fort, most conveniently
aitusted

POR ERICTISG A DAM ACEOES THE RITEE,

with a lock made through a tow point of land at
the west end, through which yeswels could pass
up and down the river. The sdvantage of such
lock and dam would be : First—V essels navi-"
glugn_g Lake Winnipeg could bricg up firewend,

ding stona and rand to the City of Winnipeg,
where all thess nesdinl articlex, in the bailaizg
of alarge clty, are both scarce and dear. At
present, darlng the period of low water in the
river, vessels drawing three feet of water are
unable to pass over the rapids, Sescond—The
coretruction of such & dam would canse & fall
of s>me nine or ten feet In the river, thus
creating a rplendid water power (the only
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one in the province), capable of driving
all the machinery required in s ! mannfac-
turing elty so muoch needed for the development
of thie country. Third—A bridge conld be con-
atructed hers [or rallway porposcs as well as for
ordinary traffic, at s fraction of the oost of com-
" strocting sugh a bridge at either Winnipeg or
Selkirk, beoauss the river fa narrow hers (some
400 feet) with high banks and a solld rock bot-
tom, wheress at the two clties named the river
is wide with low banka snd a mud bottom, that
even when filled with pilas is not a relisble place
to bulld piers on capable of successfully resist-
ing the pressure from ficods and icain the spring.
I am natisfied that the counstruotion of such a
dam at the place fndicated will be opposed by
the persons at present in power In this province,
whose intereats are chiefly centred in Winnipeg,
. ns it wonld lead to

THE BUOILDING OF A RIVAL OITY

which would soon eclipss Winnipeg, It would
also In & alight degree Increass the dsnger from
flooding, to which the latfer ciw already too
liable. The banks of the River for
over ® doz]:: miles before enhﬂ:g llig:u
‘Winnipeg ve & dreary . 2
very low and covered with nm growth

of reeds and rushes, with a Faw willow bushes. | bef

Here and there on the drier wpots there were
Indian wigwama, whoss occdpants seem to anb.
sist on fish ; but the locality is dangerous even
for Indians to reside oun, as the country is sub-
ject to be overflowed by the waters of Laks Win-
nipeg should & strong gale blow from the north
for scme time. A few years ago

4 LAERGR NUMBER OF INDIAN FAMILIES WERX
DROWKIED

here by a freshet of this kind, The water having
- risen rapldly in the night during a gals from the
north, fioated away their canoss, The poor Ia-
dians were arousad from their alumbers by the
watar mmiﬁ into tkeir huts, and ran out to
find their only mesns of eacaps removed ; they
were varried away and drowned by the ous
waves which swept over the land to a depth of
six to eight feet, Although thers is a low stdp
of dry land along the banks of the river the
ter part of the way, yet a short distance
m and extendivg for severa] miles the land is
mostly nnder water, with s growth of rushes and
wild grass and reeds coming through in most
places. InNetly Lake, corering several square
miles, the watar (s too deep for even romlies to
w io jt. The outlet of Red River at

e Winnipeg is about two miles wide, and &
sand (or mnd) bar lies across the whole distance,
the water on which s only from two to three feot
Ceep,axcept ln & narrow, crooked channel, whers
there is & depth of nearly wix fret st ordinary
level, This ¢hancel cannot be mavigated st
night, for althongh marked with booys and
stakes, the darkness of night prevents their being
scen. Tais stats of affairs is very disagreeable
:p;a‘nrmls e;u.n iuhhnm the lmwhg
ially when there is & storm thre; as

the uefortanate vessel ham to rvmain at anchor
expossd to the fury of the elsments until day-
light. Asthis channel runs east and west for
nearly a mils in ooe place, salling vessels cannot
coe in at all if there Is & stroog esat wind hlow-
iog, but have to remain outilde unifl the wind
ohanges. YWhen coming cat through this chan-
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nel on Friday mnormning we met s schooner
endeavoring to beat her way up the channel
agsainst amoderate esst wind.  Asthe vessel had
no load she waa able to aall scroms the channel
back and forth, while s man at the bow kept con-
tinually throwing thelead. Bhe remained beating
about hers unlil e were nome ten or twelvs miles
out in the laks. When opporits Point Grands
Marie, at the boundary of Keewstin, my at-
tsntion was attracted to the besutilul white
appearance of the shore, which seerned as if
coversd with asnow. Capt. McMillan informed
me that this appearance was causad by the fine
whits sand with which the shore ol this lake
abounds. . The

COUNTRT OX BOTH SIDES OF THE LAKN

is well woodsd, with poplar, balm of Gilead.
balsam and sprues, but the goil is generally of
_qmlitg, belng gravelly and stony whers
Eigh enoogh for cultivation. QOa the esst sid
of the Iake, & short distance morth of the Magi-
toba boundary, there is & range of mountaine or
elevated hills running mprth for six or eight
mil==, Theso hills, I think, are from two to
thres hundred feet above the lake, and are
thickly covered with spruce, sad can be seen
readily from the deck of the tug several miles
ore reaching Lake Wionipeg, and continue
in sight wuntil we reach Fort Alexander, at
the mouth of the Winnipeg River, being
then soms eight or pine miles to the .
west of ua Dun.ngL the fint twenty-five
miled of our voysge on Lake Winnipeg, we were
too distant from shore to make much obrervation
as to the country without a glaas, which the
rocking of the boat prevented my wiing. We
pazsed round Elx ﬂlmd (the most northern
int in our jaumayl at one o'clock, it having
a_to rain hesvily about an hoor before.
P near the shore of this ialand we had a
pretty good view of the timber and moil. The
southwest poiat of the island is composed of a
ledge of limestone rock with numerous boulders
scattered on the beach, Al around the island,
the beach is more or less strewn with granita
boulders, some of them being pearly

AS LARGE AS AN INDIAN'S BUT.

In a fow places whers boulders were not suf-
ficiently numerous to protect the shore the lake
continnes to make inroads on the land, which
seems to bs of » light, sandy character. The
whole ialand contsins about 5,000 acres of land,
&ll densely wooded with p:ghr, baim of Gilead,

race and baleam, Alfthough Elk Island is -

istant nearly two miles from the malnland
south of It, yet the water Is o oxcesding shallow
here thst only small bosts and canoss can
pass throogh. This shallowness of the water
cansea the v  between the estanties of . Rod
sod Winnjpeg Rivers to be ten miles longer
than if thers waa sufficient depth of water to
sllow vesrels to pass south of the laland We
reached Winnipeg River at about five num., and
took on board the some 2 000 {eet of
plank and boards, then ed up the river
six miles to the foot o! the Maniton Rapids, -
which, owing to the pre eagterly winds
baring lowesred the water in the bay st the mouth
of the river, had become rather formidable for
an craft. The schooner was left here
at anchor w the *' Victoria™ procesded np the
rapids to Pme Falls, the royage beiog nesrly ua
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exciting as running the Lachine Rapids. As I
will at some other time give a description of what
I #aw In this vicinity, I will conclude by~an ao-
_count of the

ALTHER PRINTTIVE MODE OF ** WOODING UP”

practised here and {n other places on the lake.
Un Monday evening, having with comsiderable
Jabor delivered our cargo st its destination, we
ed & short distanoe down the river, snd

ran the little tug ss riear the ahore sy we could
in & muddy bay to get a supply of frewood for
our retarn trip scross the lake,  The sndol &
long plank was put ashors, and all haude, foctnd-
ing myself, started to carry the wood on boerd
Ve had first to proceed up a steep bank thickly
covered with an undergrowth of poplsr, and
about forty fest high, and after a juurney of
about one hund snd fifty %, Camw
to a place where the poplar had been cut
into firewood the winter beford last, but had
never been piled, and ss a very vigorous eecond
growih had sinee aprang up, there was coneider-
able difficulty in finding the wood ecattered
around. Thia wood we gathered up and carried
oo onr shoulders down through brush and bushes
to the tug, while the hungry moequitoes aseailed
us a1 if wo wers robbing theirnest. I have seen
wosquitoes Ay bad In the awampse of Hull thirty
ears g2, but then I could use both haads in
=eping them off, but here my handa belog en-
gaged bolding the firewvod on my shoulders, the
meequitoes had it nearly all their own way, for
the hour or more which we spent in wooding up.

TES INDIANE—BOMEXTHING ABOUT THRIE AP-
PXARANCE, CHARACTER AND HAWITB—A BIT
OF ADVICR TO THN QOVERNMENT,

S1&,—Thers is an Indian reserve at the mouth
of the Winnlpeg River extending five or six
miles along each bank of the river. Hern about
two dozen dwelling-hontes aud ahout sa many
more wigwams are erected, in which thers sre
Iodian familien living et present. The quantity
of land cultivated by each family Is very small,
not exceeding one bundred acren in the megre-
gate, more than half of wh'ch iy held by fonror
five fawilies, There is an Xpiscopal and also s~
Roman Catholic miscionary residing here-
Mot of the Incivms mow profess Christianity
and soms of them reem to practice it more
closely than do many white professora,

Last winter a teamster employed in one of the
Jog shanties up the Winnipeg River, was coming
to Selkirk for supplies, and passed through the
Indian settlement on Suaday, . Having only
vrild hay to feed his horses, he mought to buy
eome oats or barley from the Indiane, but fonod
that only one Indian hsd weny gru.l’n to apare.
The tesms'er oalled at tha hoass of this Indisn,
g:‘omhha f!;mnd readiog his Indimb'futsman

when the teamater proposed to huy a bag o
oats ar barley the Indisn fatly ¥

EXFUEXD TO EELL

any oo Sonday, since all such transactions were
forbidden in that book {pointing to ths Indisn
Tetnmenlﬂ; The teamster pleaded earneatly the
canss of hish horses, but in valn, as the
Indian was inexorable In his purposs to keep the
Sabbath, Dutpg the Sunday which I spent et
Pine Falls, quits 4 number of Indians

ed thelr cances and luggsge acroes the portage,

oF RusrIcus.

rezardiess of the fourth commandment, some go-
Ing up stream and more going down, tha latter
having besn employed to work in the steam saw-
mill of Measrs, Barrows and Walkley, which ia
situsted at the mouth of Winnipeg rirer. The
Indlans who encampsd near the Falls wers also

sngaged In a5 usnsal, bat I think they are
mc‘ﬁy pagnor, although seemingly anxinus to
be very fiiendfy, and will grin, lsugh sad hold

out thefr hand to shake hands with you when
you try to hold convermation with them in Eng-
lish. They seam to have s wholeroms—or un-
wholesome—dread of an imaginary creature, a
species of gorills, called i

THR ' WIXDZGD,”

‘which carries desth aod destruction wherever he
goes, and no Indian will remain in the pection of
country wiare he is supposed to be, I rawan
Indian who speaks a listle English, aad who

roferses to bave seen the ** Windego,” but he

28 been po often jibed abont it by increduloos
white men thst he refuses to tell anything for-
ther about it, I fear ths '*Windego™ Is not to
be found without the assirtancs of a bottle,

When the stesmbost was pamsicg s littls
above Fort Alexander, I was shown

AN OLT) INDIAY QYMETERY

not used now, where the dead bolies wers
plsced {a boxes, wrapped aronud with the back
of the whits birch and placed on the top of four

osts, some eight or nine feet from the ground.

could see from the deck of the steambost oce
or two of thess merlal sepnichres, mod waa tald
that there were many more poocealed by the
bushes, while the ground In that vicinity ia
strewn with human bones and skalis, the lattér
having their full complement of teeth, an tooth-
ache was almo ¢ wokoown amorg the Indians
uatll they began to use civilzsd foud.

The soll in this reserve in of good gnality near
the river, and heavily wooded with puplar and
balm of Gilead, requiring & good deal of labor to
clearit, The Government had promised to forniah
these Indians with seed grain, but the grain did
not arrive until & fow days befors wy st
when the season was too far advanced to sow ic
with any p of securing a falr crop. It
seems liks ing the Indians to send them

EXXD GRAIY IN THR MOXTH OF JUFR

to be sown In land which is almost certain to be
visited by Angust frosts,

Thers seems to be considerabls room tor im-
provement in the mode of dealing with the In-
disne out West, a1 well ax st Oka, snd I would
make ths following -

AOGGX2TIONS

for the coneiderntion of those In anthority :

First—Let all the h-un\zllﬁpﬂ;tiom be car-
ried out to the letter, and in the way and at the
time when it will do the Indians the greatsst
amount of good.

8econd—The Indians should be enoouraged to
build dwelling-honses, raise cattle, and caltivata
the s0il a8 mach as possible, by furnishing them
with the things needful to this end, at sa
low rates as ible, and in some cases, {t may
be pratuit mly.

Third—A. practical farmer, with his family,
should be stationed fn each reserva to conduct a
“‘roodel farm,® where the yoang Indiszs conld
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be tscght to work eteadily while young, be-
fors they learn to skulc around like their
daddies, which not  very diferent Irom
what white people would do if brought up
in the same ¥ay as the Indiacs are. - The
farmers chosen to eomduot model farms among
tho Indisna should te something more than poli-
tica] hacks, whone chicf end In all their doings
is tHeir own and their 's aggraudizement.
Each one should, In sddititn te a complets
knowledge of farming, a jack-of-all-trades,
with a great deal of patience ' and persever-
sace, and, if possible, an enthusiast in his de-
sire to promote the advancemont of the Indian
race. His wife and family should aiso be a
littls enthusiastic in the same way, and while
hating dirt and lice with a perfect hatred should
not be foo squsamish and essily dizgusted by
their presenne. ‘This farmer ahould be sopplied
with all the things neadful to begin acd carry
;oflthga!;rm.mln addition k{u:hmodcmtn,
ary reocive 2 percentage o prodoce
ralsed on the farm., A number of Indian lads
sod some lasses from twelve to elghteen years of
age should be ecgared nently working on
the farm_ and older Inaianes should be allowed to
werk in payment for such supplies ax they may
peed. All Indians who may desire to cultivate
lands of thelr own should be farniched with seed
grain from the mndal farm by way of aloan. to
ba paid back the following fall, when tho thresh-
ing ivdome, The farmer shoold that the fil
smount of grain ld redurned in the fall to be
i gy ol |l
spring, ve the greund wounld not kave to
remain idle for lack
often the caze now, rince want of forsthought,
mote than lixinesz, s the t drawback to the
Indiava becoming su ol farmers, 4
Whils waiting for the boat to rall to Winnipes
river, I wenk out abont three miles west of this
city, where s mumber of Indisns are escamped,
tried to Interview several Indian chiefs from
Qu’A ppells, at the head of the Assiniboine Biver,
bat for want of a proper interpreter I could not
get woch information, I Jearned that some of
the Indisns in that connwry do & geod deal of
farming, but the grester do nothing in that
line. The Indians cowm ed of pot baving re
celved the cattle premised £ them, were
considerably an at & recent order of the
Government prohibi e rending of cartridges
3&20 North-West. Some of those Indisns had

FACIR PAIRTID

with yellow, bloe m-]ﬁrm
feathers stock in the
they looked formidable ; but
Balf the fight in them

pernons who booght Iscds emiawfally from

treaty - Indians In 8Bt Peter's reserns to

the lands

invalre sotne cases cf

rizbt divection .
Finntpey, June 30th,

of seed to mow in it sz lamo woll
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the Assinibotne to Portage Lin Pralrde, which lics
gearly dos west of Wiani about fity wiles in
a direct line, but is aixt{ by the land road -
and one hundred and eighty miles by the water
:imtc,c%:aedbytf: extreme ao:ﬁn nesa of the

ver. Owing to the prevalling the water
was unusually high, aod still rlafog, ‘.’ixidi added
to the swiltness of the curreot sgainst which
the good steamer * Oh: e ” had to contend.
The host waa heavily en with freight and
about seventy passengers, and in sdditica had a
deeply-laden barge n tow slovgside. Under.

unfavorable circumstances it waa pot won-

derfal that our progress weatward was exceed-
ingly slow, so that we were forty hours from
leaving Hed Biver nntll we reached the landing
st Portage La Prxirie.

This voyage was to me most tedionn, cwing to
the very elow progress of the boat, as well as the
mogotanoos

SCENERY ALOXG THE BAKES

of the river, which are lined with brarhwood
noarly all the way; in which there is an ocea-
tiopnl opering whers some French native has.
erected a house and cnltivates a few acres of
ground—when he s 8t home. On some of thees
};:\h:bm of cuitivated land the crops looked well,
ut the greater portion  was suffering from oo
much raip, aa the growing crops were in many
places being drowned out by water, which by a
very listle «flort gt draining would have run
ict> the Assiniboine aud allowed the crops ti
grow with all the loxurlanca which sach rith
iz eapable of producing, ) &
Although I took csbin pasesge, for whidh X
{ﬁg&w; nwber:-(filntfy - ZeTs ®as 50
they pccupied mear! the sleepir
I snd many otger mﬂmmphl;%

for & pillow, . - .

, When pasing
Jame: and St
there are what are called )

ta be overcome 'ﬂuybmtgehgh&ol’ort-
that the * Cheyenne™
been, ahle to have sailed up thess

she been unencambersd, bot with the
it could not be done without asaist-

i
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my sttention was attracted to a large drain or
cutting, which had been done the Public
Works Department of this for the
parposs of draining the water of Long e Into
the Assiniboine ; but ss the former refused to
join the latiar at this point, the Asinibofhe con-
cluded to mse the canal to convay a portion of its
rurplos water Into Long Lake. To prevent this
untoward event s dam hal to be made mcroes the
Government canal, and when 1 psssed the water
on the Assiniboine eide of the dam was fully two
feet higher than the aurface of the weter on the
other side of the dam. The latter finde an outlet
along the immense mamh of Bale Bt. Paal and
{nto the Aminiboine, many miles Jower down
towards the Red River.

The timber along the banks of the river for
nearly half the distance to Portage La Prairie 1s
rather emall, but as you spproach the Portage
the trees are of respectabls size and would com-
pare favorably with the low-lying woodlands of
{Juebec or Optario,

Og the morning of the 22nd June while the
*Cheyenna” waa sailing from High Bluff to-
warda the Portage, I witnessed the first

SKTINE THUNDER-BTOEX

that I saw in this country.  The thunder clond
before resching us had & peculisr indigo-hlue
color which I have never seen in the esstern pro-
vinces. This strange color o‘}u!zr th&aghm!ﬁg: of
the passengers npedally 3 , O n-
don, Ont., and editar of the Canads Farmer, who
was with ue.  The rain which followsd was not
as heavy as I bave f |
Canada, but the fisshes of lightoiag and of
thunder succeeded each other more rapidly than
[ had ever ssen before. The storm did not con-
tintne more than twenty minutes, but a squaw
was struck desd in bher but near High Blof by
the lightoing,and her husband waa also stunned;
some cattle were also said to have been killed.
The rquaw who was killed belonged to s band of
the Sioux who were driven out of the United
States. They are atill beliavers, more or less, in
pagan superstitiong, and almoet immedistely after
death the poor squaw was buried in a hole dug
in the spot where she waa killed, acd the whole
baod removed thelr huta to another placs of en-
campment, as they would not venture to remain
where such an socident had occurred. Four
days after the sccident I passed this encamp-

went and found that they were prapars.
tions to have the corpse taken outof the hole
into which it was 80 nneeremoriounaly placed, in
order to it being decently interred i the Pro-

testant burylog-ground st High Blaff.

\While speaking about the lightning in this
country I may state that nearly a week after-
wards, during a -thunder-storm st night, the
flashes of lightning were so continnous for several
B ik Ssulty g coltsciy iy

I m i ty in ing
print by this electrio light.

During the present sesson several voysges have
been made upon the Assiniboine as far u
Fort Ellice,or five hundred miles {from Winnipeg
by the course of theriver. Thess western voyazes
were made under considerable’ difficulties owing
to the crookedness and in some places shallow-
oess of the river, the. danger of running sgainst
snags, and the trouble of

uently seen in Lower |to

“woopxc Up”

whers thore had been o previons preparatisn.
When thas bost required a fresh supply of fuel
sho was tied to the shore near to whers thero
are a pumber of dry trees which bad been kiil-
ed firs. All hands wers then sent ashoro
to fell thess trees, and cut them in lengths of
from twelve to twenty fest, auitable for carry-
ing on board, and when enough of them were
obtained the boat started on her journey. while
the boatmen employsd their leinure {ime in cut-
iing up and eplitting thess lugs into snitable size
for firtpg wp with,
THE VILLAGE OF PORTAGE LA PRAIRIR

is divided into east and west by au intervening
strlp of beautiful farming country. In front of
this there Is & very large conlie which, st some
former perlod, not _very remote, formed the bed
of the river Assiniboine, which seema to have s
peculiar fondness for opening new channpels for
itmelf, It is qnite evident t at pome remote
Eeriod the river Assiniboine emptied into Laks
{anitoba, 2 the sxrface of the water in the Iat- -

ter s constderably Iower than that in the former,
anci there fs the mark of the old bed of the river
pearly all the way to the Iake, I would not be
much surprised if the Asxiniboins should yet
torn to it former course and mingls with the
olenr watsrs of Laks Manitoba Instead of con-
tinuing its present crooked course to the Red
River at Winnipeg, Boms of the older Inhshi-
tants of the Portage stats that at times of no-
mmally high water In the Aminiboine, the water
hao in some cases overflowed its present banks
and ran north to Lake Manitobs,

Re farming country near the Portage seems

THEX GABRDEN OF MANITOBa,

if not of the North-West. Tha deep black zofl
has & alight mixture of aand in it, which m-.kea
it muoch less tenacious than npearer to Wenni.
peg, The land is also “slightly rolling, sud con-
sequently does not suffer from the very heavy
rains of the present season. . While travelling in
thiz vicinity 1 maw pumerous larga fields of
spring wheat, the growth of which was much
ranker than 1 have ever seen spring whest in
Ontario or Quebec, at 20 early a period in ita
growth. 1 heard also many accounts of the
enormous qusntity prédoced per acre from
wheat sown here In former seasons; but I
fear that proper means ars pot always used
to secure correct figures, The people of the
Portage {viliage]) are st present considerably
exercised by the great probability of being left
out in the cold by the railway passing six or
eight miles north of the village, ard alsc by the
steamboat navigation on the Asxiniboins ceasing
when the mailwsy is mmﬁhd weetward from
Winnipeg, rince merchandise sa weil 2s passen-
gers can be much more cheaply as well as ex-
gzdltiomly transported westward by rafl than

y the crooked, rapid, and often shallow river
Amdniboina, Thers are in the vi st present
two flour mills and » sawmill, driven by
ateam power ; there are also numercon stores and

an | Doteln, and & coort house and jail will probably

be added before long,

WIXLLE IN QUICKSAND—WADING OX THX PRAIXIE
—THEE MOSQUITORA, .

81r,—The distance f the Portags (rillage
nor{hs'rnd to I.Akrmlot; is nbont( ﬁmﬂ?
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miles. The sountry for the first eleven mileais ex- |

cellent farming land, but for 1our milea as you
approsch the lake the surface i at present o reod
marsh, in with zmall lakes which are &
great resort for wild ducks, A sportemsn from
‘Wienfpeg visited this place last fall, and ¢uriog
» week’s shooting secured mors than

A WAGGON LOAD OF BIEDH&

In no place thst I visited is the land lying be-
tween the i e and the lake more than
twelve or fifteen feet higher than tha wurface of
the water in theriver at present, yett owing to
the presence of several winolog conlies (evidently
the bod of a river at some former period) the
land is mostly dry, Only a foew guartersections
ars without gooa dry sites on which to erect the
farm buildings. This traot of cnuntry Is under
l1aid by a bed of quicksand from =ix to twelve feet
from the surface of the ground. Wells dug into
this bed of sand have a never.failing supply of
water, even in the driest weather, as thers Is
evidently some connection between the waters

cf Lake Manitoba and the water in the quick-
sand underlying the country south of It. %eve-
ral mpechglo armers, li from dlx to eight

ha:
me that when the wind blows from the north
~for several dava, cauxing » riss of one or two feet
in the surface of the water at the southern ex-
tremity of Lake Manitoba, there is also & cor-
responding rise in the water in their wells,
Alth, this section is »o advantageous for
farmers, it Is, like all othipr new nvilomlmr 1§
this vince, very sparsaly settl on
belle?:nt.hmmme than five or xix inhabited
bouses fn the whole of the townahip. thirteen
in sixth range, west, yet $2,000 is the price asked
for some unimproved quarter-sections in the
south side of this township, Thers have been
» much larger number of

HOMESTEADS

taken here, but homesteadiog in this i

does not alwa: lm;ﬂy the building of & -
house or the gmsmg into cultivation of a poe
-tina of the sofl,

I did not notice any spota of alkalf landy near
the P brat about, ten or twelve miles north-

numerons spots of alkal, snd north of LrogLake
they are very frequent. The land lying porth
of Long Laks is also more or less stosy on the
drier portions, and in travelling scross this
portion of the country (towuship 13, 2
and 3 weat), the roed is most of the time efther
crossivg a stony, an alkali, or a wet strip of land,
the alkill les frequent as you jourvey
esstward. There is also & gravel ridge of oom-
aidersble befrht u-adnui the porthern part of
thess townships,” which near the corner of
Poplar Helghts (townahip 13, raoge 3 west} e
sevin eighty feet K](h This ridge is
‘-uz:{l wall wooded, where the fre has not
bmmuiini Most

E

and wtony ridges, with wet
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A CHARMING PLACE TO DRIVE ALONO,

aait is elovated some 70 or 80 feet above the nd- -
“jucent plains, I am informed that there iy but
one settler in the whole towuship of Bonnle Doon
& good deal of the land being reserved for wood
lots. The townships «f Mradowles and Wood-
lands (townships 13 and 14 ia raoge 3, wert) ars
much mors thickly settled thas the townehipson
elther side of them, yet thers {3 not wmore than
an aversge of ome inhabited bouse to every
1,000 acres of land, which is nearly all of good
quality, but badly in need of a eystem of

Ze.
The peopla hers are pearly all immf ts
from Cauavia or Evitain, and havehads o

PRETTY HARD, RBOW TO HON

sinas their arrival as the grasshoppers destroyed
nesarly all their crops during thopl{;:nt two ye{n
of their residenca hers, and the wet weather
nearly destrored the third crop. The reason
that the people here came to lose their crops by
wet the year after the grasmhoppers left was
because they wera mostly sown oa low landes,
which are entirely free from the boulders that
cause contlderable Inconvenience when plough-
icg the higher portions, and during the previous
g:{ seasons thess fow lands were dry enongh to

tivats advantageously ; but when the wet
weather came they had to be abandoned, and are
now lying wasts. This tract of country is,
however, mu excellent place for stock-raising, as
there is an abundant mpng of pastugage and
mesadow lands, and this, with dairying, reems to .
be the chisf sourcs of income among the farmers
here at present. -

At the time when I vixited this part of the
provinos the people stemed to be suffering from
:;du.:‘dmuﬂ series of unfortunate events, They -

[

“JUMPING UNPLREABANTNERS ™

istely, and a number of them had to give honda
to appear to stand their trial at tho Court f
Queen’s Banch, to be held in Winnipeg next
Beptember, The weather was very wet,

the land wetter than the oldest inhabitant

ever seen here st this season of the year, Peo-
ple liviog in the eartern provinces, who Lave
pretiy good roads to travel on, with bridgea to
croas over the streams snd slonghs, can scarcely
realize the Inconvenionce of travelling oe foot
during a wet time like this in these parts. Al-
though my boota are good for travelling through
water up to ten inches deep, yot for sexeral daya
while journeying here I wore no socks. These
loxuries wega mclt‘ t::f;nl 'hwied in my
pocket, and after ing b each dee
slongh I would pull off my boots and sfhel:
emptying out the superfluous water, puil them on

agaln, wet aa they were, Twioe durlng ons half-
day's jrurney 1 to wade throngh water so
deep ﬂ!.[t it .

WETTED THE TAILS OF MY COAT,

which ls not & loog coe, and on one of thets -
carions ] had to go over half amils with the
water from a foot to two and a half feet deep thn
whols distance. Perhaps some of the readers of
the Wrtmiss msy think it rather monotonons
reading about so moch waler ; bot it was much
more 30 to have to travel throngh it on fook.

Again the mosquitoes are now at their worst,
and they are scmetimes not t0 be despised. On
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the evening of Moaday, July Lst, T waa travel-
ling throogh a very wet of the country near
the boundary between Woodlands and Meadow.
lea. Thers were occasional showers of rain fall-

, and between the showers the mosquitoes ns-
sailed me In larger nombers than Thad ever seen
befors, and It required the rapid “usa of both my
hands armed with a bush to them off my
face and neck. When I the home of a
poor settler, my

WINGID PRESROUTORA

were for » while driven away by a wmudge, but a
short time sfter retiring to reet on » " shake
down” 1aid o the ** cabla floor,” a heary thon-
derstorm came on and drowned out the smudges,
which embaldened the ‘' skeetors” to pay me an-
other visit, which lasted till morning ; comse-
quently, I got neither rest nor sleep that night,
und arces in ths morning mors tired and sors
than when I lay down. The forenoon of the
next dsy, July 2ad, was also murky and wet, aud
I felt mn if T wonld never despise mosquitose
agsin, but the westher cleared up st ncao and
with = alight wind blowing the mooqlniho wege
was raired, and I don't know that I am any
worsa from the effects of this encounter, bat
wonld not like to repeat It
Winnipeg, July 7.

LADITS AND THE HOMISTEAD ACT—'* JUMPING"—
A PORCIBLE RJEOTION—APECULATING IN OOV-
ERNMERT ORANTEB.

S1g,—Nearly all the readers of the Wirnrss
bave airesdy heard of the ** Homestead Act,” by
_which sctual settlers receive a free grant of &
qaarter zection (ove hondred and sixty scres) -of
trovernment land upon condition of makioy cer-
tain improvements and residing on it for three
years consecutively, during which time the set-
ther is liable to forfelt his bomestead righta if ab-
vent from it for more than xix oonths In aoy
yenr. Allheads of families, and also namarried
wen and women who are ovar o{fhtneu years of
sge, may take up homesteads, and although

THE IDEA OF BINGLE LADIEN

fojtbfally perforwoipg homestead duties seems
unontoral, yet & num{mr ol auch have secared the
land, but that they bave complied with the
terms jwposed by GQovernment ia rather doubt-
fal. Duriog my travels over this provines I
bave wet with s great many unmarried gen-
tlemen who are fulfilling the letter if not the
spirit of the Jaw by .*baching ™ it on their homs-
steads; bat I have not yet met with » ningle
cate wuers a mallen lady has been honestly en-
deaviniug lo comply with the lsw which
givea ler a title to ber lands, - Indesd
nay mttempt to do g0 would scarcely meem
prudent is a country whers the population is
80 Yery mcattered. 8 only feasible way by
which Jodies might faithfally comply with the
terms of the lapr giving them m right to “‘home-
ntead” land, is by forming = matrimonial al-
liance with sowe gentieman friend, n whoso
gsompasy bomestead dutios may be faithfully
performed, thereby recuring the approval of a
good ovnrcience in sddition to s reasonabls shars
of conjugsl blisa. I have heard of some cane
where engaged to bs ‘married have each

homertead rights » short thms previous
to thelr wedding day, snd by this means
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homastesdiog nntll after they
wife. Bat la all soch cases of “‘double-home-
steading™ there Is & seemingly jpsuperable diffi-
cuity in com f'ing with the requirements of the
law. Ind t is not desirable that persoos
after becoming “‘ooe Assh” should each reside
upon separats homestesds, cun:equently one of
the clums munst remain wnoccupled, If such
cased ar thess were the only ouss where the re.
quirements of the Homestoad Act wre not com-
plied with, the enil would not be gresat, since
there mre but few woch; but in  some
townships st lesst, on more than hulf of
the bomestesds the requirements of the lnaw have
rot been complied with, On a great many quar-
ter sections which were homestesded from five
to seven years ago po permanent ssttlement was
made until within the past two years, while a
large number rerain still untenanted with osly
a few acres broaght under cultivation, sod per-
haps the walls of & house eracted, nud pot a few
homestends remais without aoy attempts being
mads to bring them woder cultivation.

The only check, »o far aa I have yot heard, to
thiz reprehensible mode of homesteading is by
what is called ** Jumping ;” but it seems to me
that it would be difficult to devise & scheme bet-
ter calculated to

CEEATE HILRT-BUBNINGS AXD LASTING HATRED

between peighbors, Its operstions are almost
sxcluxively coufined to depriving the ¢ aod
friendless of thelr homesteads when they hsve
failed to fully comply with the law, while the
rich and Infloential are in & great measure pro-
teatad from itsoperatione. The modeof ™ jamp-
ing™ taaa follows : Bome person who has pot yet
secured & homestuad for lumsel! may have been
casting longing eyes on an unoocupied home-
atead. Il ite former claimsat hass numerous
friends In the peighborhood where the claim i
sitasted, very few e will care to fump it :
bat if he has not he can secure his homestesd
claim with “sordp,”® A largs number of lots
which were hald for several yoars aa bomesteads
without bem bome of any haman being,
and doring w! time their marke: valne was
more than doubled, were afterwards secured to
thalr owner by his

* PLACING BOBI? ON THXX,”

which serip perbapes cost origloally only from
840 to $50. If, bowever, the original bome-
steud'er is pot in a position to Frighten away ia-
tending jumpers, nor yet to ' sccip” his claim,
and if stifl nosble or anwilling to reside on it,
ths “jumper” geta two persons scqaninted with
ths lot to be jumped to make affidavita befors
the Crown Lands agent or a magistrate to the
effact that the requirements of the Homestoad
Act have not been oomplled with, when the
original graut #s canoeiled, and a new homestead

cant of it s mads on bebalf of the jumper, who
o addition to mecuring the homestead hsa se-
cured the enmity of its former owner snd his
friends, and bemdes is generally locked upon as
& “‘mean fallow.”

A rather serlony exss of jumping aed house-
demolshing tock placs ln the township of
Masdowlos a fuw days before my vinit to that
locality. The north-west quacter of section 31
in township 13, range 2, wust, was homertead-

ed some kix or seven Yyesrs ago by Thomas



Buoce, sen.; bat the old gentleman, although
ounltivaing s veral acres on his ho con-
tinoed to rea do along with an oo

was instructed to allow old Mr. Bunoe an ex-
tensdon of six mwonthe’ time In which to get lo—
oated npon his horpestead ; Mr, Oodd also wrote
» private letter to Mr Bunoe, him strong-
ly $o ba sure mad have his nce on the lot
by the tima the six monthe’ extenaisn given him
would expire. This

YRIRXDLY ADVIOR

wm Mr. Bunce, acting, it Is said
npon the advice of his sons, who have not & very
envisble reputation in these parts, and who
said that no cne wonld dare to jump the claim
in question. This the clum was cancelled
by Mzr. Codd,hon mfficient proof of the require-
ments of Lhe homestead law not being complied
with, and Mr. G. F. Hyde had it entared as his
homestead, and to build & house aad
remove with his family ¢ohis new acquixition,
But he did not long enjoy peacesbls possession,
for on the evening of June 17th, & Jarge party of
the neighbors, headed by old Mr. Bance and his
two sonr, came and forcibly ejected Mr. Hﬁe
and Lis fxmﬂy&omthdr new homa, and atter
puiting him and sll his movahles off ‘the lot,
pulled down his little houze, and carted part of
it awey to the adjcining and burot the
rest of 1t on the spot. Mr. Hyde started for
, Winnt the following morning, aud had war.
‘rants od for the nrrest of the Bunoes snd »
number of their friends, who were taken to Win-
nipeg, and after a gvuliminuy examination be-
fore Chlef-Justice Wood, had to give bonds to
appear at the next term of the Conrt of Queen's
Beach in Winnipez next Beptembar, to be thers
tried oefore a jury of their countrymen, I visit-
od Mr, Hyds, slso the Bonces and somse of their
amociaten in this transaction, and of course re-
ceived different accounts of the affafr ; but what
caused me grest surprise was the respeciabla
appesrance of some of the parties conoerned
fn the unlawfol sjectment of Hyds, and the
destroction of his house, Among the amaiiants
of poor- Mr. Hyde were two nogoolmutm at
present in charge of the two schools nesr
est to the scene :.flml)‘" A neizhbo:'
ing maginirate i blamed one
the chief plotters snd connsellor to theso of
violence, although not present when It wax
ensctad ; and »clergyman who ministers to the

pecple in holy thinge, not only sxpresssd his ap-
proval of the course iy e Bunces and
their friends, but expreesed regret that he
wag not present to mexist In the good work ;
o that this i act of lawlesspem
secured the nmovd, if mnot the active
saxdetance of magistrats, the . minis-
ter, and the mchoolmasters of the ice.
T have been that {f the plotting J, P.

had been present to read the Biot Act, and the
sympathetic divine was thers to say prayers, the
tjectment of Hyde and his family, and tha de-
straction of homs, might have been per-
formed in & more orderly if notin a more law-

COLTIVATING GRALY ON THNIR TREB-FLANTING
| CLaTMs,

bat I have not yet beard of one acre of thess

claima belng planted with trees, although obtain-

ed from the Government for that very A
I think it l« bhigh time mmp‘mfm;

aed,
and fn all oaees where people neglect or refuse to
comply with the tarms on which they first pe-
cared their lsnds, the Government might cancel
such claims and reeell the Iands as they may see
iﬁ'::gwil.h'r:ht g!vlng-: jomper th;hoh-acao!mlk-

s strike at other people's expense,
Emerson, July 10,

A HEARTY RESPOFEN—A CHAPTER OF IEFER-
ENCES, QUOTATIONS AXD THANKS.

B, —Perhspe I should have sconer scknow-
ledged the hearty response which of the
Sunday-schools in Qutario, gnd alro private In-
dividnals, have made to my appeal for old Sun-
dd:{ school papers, 11 be distnbuted amoog the

ldren attending Babbath-schools in the mew
settlements in the North-West, I hardly snt!-
cipated roceiving 80 many bundles of papers,and
for ometime was at & loes to know what to do
with thoes laft after I had sent parcels to sll the

\_ SUNDAY-8CROOLS

in the new settlements with which I was sc-
quosintad. I afterwards sent s considerable num-
ber of parcels of papers to nearly all the Protes.
tsot clergymen In the province who had Sunday-
schools, and by this means distzibuted most of
the papers I had left. .
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I am much pleased to find that ao uansually
large number of Bunday-schools bave been
crganized in the new settlements of this province
duriog the present summer, the number started
this spring probably cxceeding all the Bonday-
mhooﬁ that had been in operation previomly,
although the wet season has been very much
sgainst the organization of schools in sparssly
populated districts, Would not the numerous
Handay-school children in Ontarlo thisk much
mors of their present sdvantages if they saw the
difficultics which some children here have to
overcome in attending school, both on week days
and Suoday | I know of some children whohave
te walk from two to three miles lo sttend
school,—not or good roads, but through wet,
krasmy meadows, where they are often up to the
knees in water. Although many Sunday-schools
hsze been started this season, yet I have virited
some places where there are wone as yet, but
could oot get one started for want of a mitable
buildiog in which to hold it, as thers are no
barns built here, and owing to the scarcity of
timber the dwelling honses are exceedingly amall
insite. Asscbool hounses are liksly to bemsoon
erected In thess parts, this

WANT OF A PEOVER BUILDING

in which to hold the Sabbsth-school will cease,

1t has given me conriderable pleasure in look-
ing over the Sunday-school papers sent to me,
to observe that soms of them were from aix to
ten years 0ld, yet had been carefully preserved
by the boy or girt who had first recelved them ;
and nmow, when the scholars of eight years sgo
have grown to bs wen and women, they have
forwarded their carefully-preserved Sunday-
school papers to me, to be distributed among the
children in the back settlements of the Noxth-
Weat, -

I was erpecially amused, in looking through a
large buncB:mof quite new American Sanday-
scheol papera to discover some clue aato the
sender of them, to find after conmiderable search,
written io a bold haod mcross the head of one
of the pspars, the name

‘'1yc LITELLIER DE BT, JUST.”

1f Lieotensnt-GGovernor Letellier really sent that
large bundle of beantiful new Sunday-school
papers, I hope that he will be allowed to com-
plete hiv term as Governor without asy farther
aonoyance, I have also received seversl notes
from persons who eent parcela of papers, and
tales the liberly of makiog a few exiracts from
them, A girl eleven yeara old writes, in bean:
t{ul handwritiog, without & blot or mistake,
*'I sse from the Wrrnxes that you reguest soy
one who has Sunday school papers to send them
to you. I comply with your request, and mail
you two bundles to-day, snd hope that they
will be of some use to little boys and girls in the
far-off land.”

Another Jittle glrl writes: *'I pend yom theee
few papers for the children. This jsall I have
jurt now,ss I sent & lot away to Algoma, to my
consing there, but I will try and get all I ean
Jor you. Pleare, rir, will you send me word if
you get them, and I will send more {f thess go
.RArighta" ho h ' large

geatleman who has sent two parcels of
papers to me, writes ss fcllows: ** In anawer to
your appeal in the Wirxrss of May 18:h, I send
you & large parcel «f Babbath-school papers by

orF RusTICUS.

this mail, which I gathered from the scholars
of the Embro Congregational Sabbath-school,
The children wers delighted to have the
plessure of doiog something to help the
schools of the great North-West. I hope that
you will ses that they are S;operl‘r dias-
triboted, ardless of denomination. I lﬁrr
o send another parcelin a few days.” I take
this opportunity to Inform the obliging writer of
the above nots, that the pa bave been dis-
tributed as divected, and while the children of
Embro Congregationa! Sabbath-school wers de-
lighted to give their Sunday-school papers, and
as I was delighted to receive them, and as,
am sure, the children in the back mettlements in
this province were still more delighted to have
the reading of them, it must, therefore, be a de-
lightful work sll raand.

A writer irom Halloway, Ont.,says :—** Could
soms chesp way be found to forward booky, &e.,
1 have no doubt that many Sunday-schools co
gend you their old library books.” I msy here
inform the writer that the only feasible way tha$
I know of to send sach, iz by sending them along
with persons coming to this country. I may
also add that parcels of papers sent by post only
require to be paid st the rate of one cent per four
ounces, A good many of the parcels sent here
were much overpald, roms of them belng paid at
ths rate of one cent per ounce weight.

Iergou to start to viait the country en the
Little Saskstchewan in a lew days, and will
probebly find many places where parcels pf
Sunday-school papers would be very acceptable,
and likely to do geod. I trustthatmany more
parcels of Sunday-school papers may be sent to
** Rusticus, Drawer 32, Winnipeg, Manitoba,”
80 that on my return frowm the ‘gﬁt I may have
the plessuce of forwarding them to their destina-
tion. Tendering m{l hearty thanks, as well as
the thanks of many little boys and girls {n thix
conntry, to those who have already sent parcels
of Bunday-school paperz, I remain,

Winnipeg, July 22nd.

UP THXE RED BIVER—BOME ENGLIEH ERTTLEMRNTE,

~

B18,—A sail up the Red River from Winnipeg |
to the United Btates boundary is not nearly ro !
pleasant a8 8 voyage down the river to Selldrk,
as the gcenery along the banks of the river sonth
of Winnipez can scarcely be sald to have
tndergone much imprevement from the pre-
sence of settlern, whose chief moxiety seems
to be to cut into cordwood sll the larger
trees which formerly adorned the banks
of the river. For a mumber of miles

BOUTH FROM WINNIFXG

the river is very crocked, like the Amsinibolne,
only the current is not nearly so swilt, so that
we pail much more rapidly guzl.nj; up sfream ;
yet wo foel surprised, after several hours pretty
amoart salling, to be told when passing the ont-
let of the Btinklog River, that we are still with.
in ten miles of Winnipeg In a direct course.

The land slong the river banks thos far Is
pretty thickly settled by Freoch natives, bui
very Little of it is cnltivated, and even the zmall
cultivated felds often thow more rigns of weeds
than of graln.  The .

CANADA THIERTLE

neema to altain to great perfection here, and
belag now ia full bloom, lta pink blossams help



Trg LETTERS

L)

to beantify the landsoape, and its fragrant per-
fume, walted across the river as the boat steams
ast, reminds the old Cansdian farmer who may
on board of scenes and odors perhaps too
familisrs to him .in his yoothful days, Above
ths mouth of Btinking Hiver, the houses on ths
basks of the river becoms few and far between,
little cultivated land to be ween, and
thls wilderness state continues along the ssstern
bank until within a few miles of Kmerson. On
the west bank of the river a number of Oanadian
farmers havo settled in soveral places, and some
of them have erected neat dwellirg-honses, and
have ht & copsiderable quantity of land
under cultivation; but I am sorry to say that
these pettlements are almost excluslvely con-
fined to the banks of the Red var,
with amall settlements extending back »
thort distance on the banks of Scratchiog River,
Plum Couolis, and the Marais River, Except at
“the thres pamed I belisve that thers are

not & scors of inhabited houses to be found at | B

presant west of Red River, which are more than
one mile and less thag twelve miles distant from
its banks, in the fifty miles between Stinking
River and the boundary of Dakota ; yet this
tract is all excellent land, and most of it very
easlly drained, where it is not already dry
enough, and I belleve that nearly the whols of
this tract ia claimed by private individuals,

At the mouth of the Scratching River there {5
an

VILLAGE CALLED MORRIS,

which contains abcut two dozen dwelling-houses
with several storea and taverns, and two churches
built and ancther being e Aas this place
is at the most western point on the Red Riverit
is probable that it will secure rallway connection
with Winnipeg befors many years, when it will
likely become of conziderable importance.

There are two villages of Mennonites locatsd
four and six miles from here, up the Scratching
River. I did not visit these , but was
informed by meveral people hero that thees
Mennonites are far outstripping their Canadian
neighbors in the raising of grain. Poplar is the
chisf kind of timber growing on the banks of
the Red River from Lake Winnipeg up to near
the mouth of the Seratching Rirer, but above
thia the character of the timber changes, and
oak {s the principal wood, with a considerabls
pprickling of elm, ash and bass.wood, It Is a
groat pity tosea the way that this small belt of
timber is being destroyed to furnish firewood for
the steamboata navigating Red River, aa well as
for other purposes, If the present consumption
of firewood ocootintues for half & dozen years
longer thepe will .

BOARCYLY BE i YREX LEFT

betwsen Winunipeg snd Emerson—yet some of
the French patives mre quite reckless about their
wnodlhnds. L!trutoti: th-thlem-ldoﬁ“thm
people were winter paying ons dollar per
oarvstor getting their cak trees chopped into
cordwood, which the
four to six miles to Morris, and sold st §2 per

Althongh the Scratching River is not much
over & dozen miles {n laugth{lyd thers fs about
sa much water discharged by it into the Red
River as iz discharged by the Pembias River,
which is several hundred miles loog, bat as

- homesteaded other
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THil SORATOEING RIVER

g-;;mmh anln;ﬁmeme marsh into -hlch‘
e Boyne River empties its wnters, the latter
may be maid to be a continnaticn of the former.

About six miles south from Beratching Biver,
on the west side of the Red River, there ia »
little village called 8t, Jean Baptists, somewhat

oelebrated the scene of mather disgraceful
transactiond at the time of the provincial eleo-
tions last ter, when two persons were severs-
ly wounded 1 shota, and a Cathollo prlest

rodely, if not ill ¥, arrested whils endeavor-
ing to prevent execution of s warrant of
srrest on another
stream emptyi.ng into River here called
Flum Coulis, and balf a dozen English-speaking
Canadians have beantiful farms on the banks of
this atream two or three miles west of Red River.
The next township south of this (township
three, range one, esst) hay been reserved for ex-
tristed French-Canadiacs from the Esstern
States, but only two very small hubs are st pre-
sent erected ontnide of the river lots in this town-
ship, although all the land is nominally taksn
u}; a8 homestead and pre-emptions, A pumber
of these homestesd lots mre taken up by the
French-Canadians, who have bought river
on which they now resids, but this mode o
homestesding is not peculiar to French-speaking

Cansdians, I bave also been informed thas’

several homestoads are taken in this townahip by
persons who sre not la the province st present,
some of them having gons to Dakota and thers
ds,while others have naver
beeulnthapmvincent;{!. Bo far s I can 4
thir Istter mode of homesteading Is peculiar to

this sottlement, as it has not heen practised slee- -

where,

The next township south of this (townshlp
two, range one, esst) is alao a French-Canadian
reserve, and there are quite a nomber of dwell-

Ing housea built on it, and some of these farmers

have also
PHEETTY LARGE FIELDA OF GRADY

v’

around their dwellings, Thers Is a so

o_{ Engllhh* ot ttlement
little Marais river, partly in this township and
partly in the next towuship south of it (Lownahip
one, range one, oast), These people seem to culti-
vate more land on an average than is donmse in
any other nettioment that I have yet seen in the
North-West ; the quantity ranging from sxty
to one hundred and fifty acrea to each farmer
and their grain crops look remarkably fine.
They bave mlso a nest frame Methodist
Episcapal Church, in which week day and Sun-
day-schools have been the present sea-
son. Thereis a complaint that the lands sur.

rounding the farms hers have beer reserved for’

Mennonites and French-Canadians, which will
}:rmvent the Enclish settlement from growing
arger. Very few oattle peem to be kept in this
part, na some of the grainfislds remain unfenced,
while others are enclosed by wire fences, which
cost here from 40c to 603 per rod.

Several bands of Mennosites who located four
or fire years ago on the Rat River Heserve, east
of Red River, finding their lande too wet for
profitable cultivation, are preparing to mettle
near the River on the east end of the
large Mennonite ressrve, reaching almost from
Emerson to the Pembina Mountains,

Bome ten or twelve miles north ot Emer-

. Thers s a pretiy .

farmors on the banks of the -
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son 8 pretty 1 stream, called the Ro-
sean Eu- t’:m::ig:- into Red River from
the esst. Ths land near the mouth of
this river Ia very wet, and s beld as an
Indian reserve, but s few miles up the stream,
whera the Pembioa Branch Railway crosees, there
is o thrifty Censdiaa settlement with a viliage
sprisging up, with s charch, school, post-office,
two stores, a blackamith’s forge and a faooing-
mill mannfactory, The farms on the banks of
ths Rnseau are dry snd easly tilled, bnt ashort
distanca back from the river the laod ls exceed-
ingly wet, except where drained by the ditchea
made on each xide of the railway track. Bome
fxrmers who homaesteadsd lsnd here five or six

ears ago have been oumpelied to leave their
Ivlomateadn and remove back to ‘‘the ridge”
(townsbips 1 and 2, rangs 4, esst) which had
been kept for several years as a French reserve,
bot was opened for general settloment nearly two
years ago, snd is all taken up by English-
speaking farmers. The soil in thess two town-
shipa is & sandy losm, snd the surface is moder.
ately rolling, snd seems to be

SUPERIOR FARMING LAND,

A number of small creeks croms these townshipe,
coming from the swamps which lis towards the
oast, but they all get lost in the wet lands in
townships one and two in third range east, One
of these cresks is of considerable size, and
{: cslled the Jordan, on the banks of

blch, some thres or four miles back, there
: ' 1 Mom?cm ntﬂementh t, but sa tgoey do
“fiot practice vgamy, their customs pot
seem to be mggh different from their neighbors
My journey of seven miles msds when retuming
from *‘the ridge” to the Red River, was over the
wettost road on which T had yet travelled, and
a8 8 good deal of raln hss fallen since—to-day
being abont the wsttest day I have seen since
comiog to this provioce—the depth of water
mn»*t be considerably greater now.

WFinnipey July 24.

THE NEW LAND POLICY, ITS DISADVANTAGIS
AXD BENEFITS —BRIGHT FPROSPECTE FOR MAXI-
TOBA - CHARGES NXEDRD.

Sir,—The moet interesting subject of conwer-
eation io the country, except the wet state of the
mendow lands, is the new regulatisns regarding
the lands reserved for some distsvce on each side
of the line of the Canada Pacific Railway. This
pew land policy, which bas rome good festures
about It, erems to be almost universally con-
demned l':luo, as tending to drive immlgration
inta Dakota, which is crue to a certsin extent, as
Dakota will abeorb nearly all the coming
to the North-West, for some e fo oome,
whose attachment to the, British Government is
not very genuine ; but the qumuz of dexirahle
lands open for bomestesding in D ia g
used up rapidly, after which thiz country wi
have nearly a monopaly of the good Iand on this
continent remunining unoccupied, and where the
climate ls all that osall bs desired.

© I lett Winnipeg too early after the new regu-

Iations were 13sued to ses the sastern papers

had tosay mbout the matter, but I saw » copy of

the Toronto Globe, imywhich it ja stated that

parties homesteading Rnd int i

THR BATLWAY EENERVR

open for homeswteading, will have to pay for

oF RusTICUS.

thalr homesteads st Lhe same rats as for their
pre-emptions, I was very much
sce such a stateroent In the Globe, as I saw
rothing to justify such s statement In the new
regulasiong as published in the Manitoba papers,
sod also in the Globe itself. The new lard palicy
1a bad enough initecll without the Globe charging
it with faults which do not exist.

I have seen 8o many cases where the former
land laws in this province have been

PRODUCTIVE OF CHEATING,

falss mn-inﬁ:.nd other offences against
morals that I would not regret to ses them
aooulied or grestly changed. T have always
thotght that it was unjuat for the whols people
of the Dominion to be taxed to balld a railway
which will increase the value of a few persons’
lands four-fold, while these s are not
charged with the cost of constructicg smoh rail-
way any wore than if their lands were in Prince
Ed 's Isiand, whare the incresse in price
cagsed by the building of the Canada Pacific
Railway s very small, If increased at all. It
mmtomaggn il the land, lyiog on each
tide of the railway, apd more directly bene-
fitsd by its construction, were charged with
the full cost of making the rosd, the farmers
living on such landa would find the mon
for constructing the railway to be profitably in-

; for if the adjacent lards paid the origi-
nal cost of construction, Government would
wcarcely venture to charge mare for carryiog
paasengers and freight than would pay for run-
vlog expeosen, and keeping the road iIn repair,
and the difference would more than pay the in-
terest on the money paid fnr the [and st firet,
I thiok, however, the Government is Kying
to raise too much money, and wore than ia
needed for making the road. As the readers of
Jthe Wirsmss bave all scen the new regulations (I
suppoae) I will not here repest them, but if any
person will add up

THE TOTAL ANOUXT TO BE CAARGED

foz the land for every mils in length of railway
be will find that it amounta to §246,000, which
is made up as follows :

Io belt A, B\,lOfJ scres nt Q. __ ... __.. R3IB 400
In belt B raitway lands, 9.600 acres
O B - usics cpas smamn Tavas SR e E s RN RS 48,000
Preemptions, 4. 800 acres at #2.50______, 12,000
Inbett C, milway laods 12.800 acres at
B350, . aierecramsancmrmeasenrrsaceen 44 800
Pre.emptiron, 8.400 acres at £2.50...... . 6,000
In belt D rallwoy laods, 12,800 acres
e 25,400
Preswmptions 6,400 nores at 82.......__. 12.800
la telr E,1a1lway lands, 32000 ocrce
82.000

at 81...... R =

As a very largs proporton of the good landa.
in the “u'.iedm‘ {in the 500 miles leogth
between the River sad the sonth bravch of
tbe Baskstchewnn) has already {rom the
bands of the Goveramest, it mey be safely es-
timat~d thst for this distance not over one-
third the amovnt estimated above will be
realizad, or say $8L 868 per mile, and sa a good
pact of the land will remsin voscld for several
yearw, it will diminish this sum by cae-thinrd more,
say 827, loa the sum of $34 574 per wils
of road, which is t twice sa much s b -

to
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quired to build {t. Consequently,the Government
bt reduoe their prices by one- and still
1o enovgh to bulld the toed, sud this woald
be conaid falr by most fair-minded men. If
- intanding emigrants to the North-West get the
jdea Into their minds that the Government i
guing to squecsa more money out of them than
i abeolutely needed to make the road through
to the Rocky Mountalos, many of them wi!.!"l%n
shaken in their loyalty and go over to Uncle
Ham’'s territory. v ’
But immigrants coming to this country under
the new reguistions are in a

BITTER POSITION TO GET ALONG

than waa the case with those who came here xix
or eight years ago. Not to count the verig-ru\z
extrmcost and ingomvenience which they bad to
endure some years ago, above what would be the
case wero the Canade Pacifio Bailway opemed
from Thunder Bay, the very low price realizad
for wheat here hss scarcely paid the cost of
Its prodoction ; but with » railway open the
will be increased fully twenty conts per
E:-oi:el, and a fsrmer who at the end of three
years fa ahle to sell 1,000 bushels of wheat an-
puatly, and at sn increwred rate of twenty
cents boshel, will have money encugh from
this suurce alone to maks the payment re-
quired on hia eighty stres pre-smpdon lsad,
and also ihe paymeants on mors than twice s
many more acres of railway land bought by him.
T make this appear more plain let us suppree
that the immiprant has nothing to sell during the
first year, although be has saved s large sum
owlng to cheaper freight pald on what he re-
quires to make a start on bis farm, The second
yese (if his farm Is good and h3 Induetriour) he
will have 400 bushels of wheat for sale, which at
an ircresss of twenty ceats per bushel in price
would amount to 880. Thethird year ha will have
1,000 bushels to sell, which at an inresse In price
of twenty cents pey bushel s 200, or $280 saved
in the thres years, Out of this he has to
pry on his 80 acres pre-emption, four-tenths of
8200 and three years'intecess onthe same amount,
or in all §116, leaving $164 to make the firet pay-
ment on s half section of railwey lar¥ which he
in now abla to buy st #5 per a-re, paying one-
tenth down. circumstances of our {armer
will be improved very much the following year,
as he wlllintv; mﬂ‘bm mors grain to sell, nﬁd ﬁa
yment on the 80 acres pre-emption will only
$27.20 ; and 30 on his paymenta will ba dimin-
iahing, while his abillty to pay them will be

always in .. ,
A change (iu the interests of mgrality alone}-is
MUCH XEEDID

in the present law of homestesding. Ikmow of
many cses where & farmer with two or three
scne over elghtesn yoars of age hashsd hometteads
taken up for each, wl:.iv:h'r{!&uim that esch of
them should gwear that he forwake his father's
house withih ddx monthe, and, failing to get »
wifa, hegin to * bach” it on hix own homestead.
Now ths young men, when takicg thia osth,
seldom fntend to keep it, nor wounld it be desir-
able for a young masa only sighteen or twenty
years of to leave kis father's home to live
alope az » bughelor for veveral years, mincs he
woald be mnuch more likely to fall into evil
habits, from which he would in & great messure
be i stll under his father’s roof. It
woald be much better to
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HAVE THE LAW CHANGIED,

o ax to oolncide with what is pearly always the
custom bere, and let the yourg unmarried man
sectirs & homestead on conditicn of making osr-
tain improvements on it without being compelled
m‘!]“(“hhh hlgle;‘l h‘:u:: befors he can get n
wile (or is even enough to marry}, and begin
the demoralizing practice of ** baching It alone
Meany other suggestions might be made, but I
have not time at present.
Burnzide, Aui. 1st,

)

WESATWARD HO—QOOD CROPEMIT GOOD WATER—

POUT OFFICE ACCOMMODATION NEXDED.

Brr,—I left Wionipeg on Tuesday, July 30th,
to visit the new settlements in that ot the
North-West Territory lying west of itoba.
I had not gone three miles when I came to a
waggon stack in a quagmire, which ocenpied the
whole breadth of the road, a thing by no means
rare in this country., The weather had hitherto
besn showery and this afterncon a smart shower
of rain fell, which I am glad tosay was the Jast
rain of a.n:{heomeqnenca that has fullen to the

resent, e road from Winnipeg to Poplar
oint (about fifty miles as the trail has to pass
round north of Long Lake) had in it frequent

' mud-holes, and

THR OROFS

in this part of the country were generally con-
siderably damaged by ths wet weather, and will
not be over half a crop. A good many of the
farmers were working st haylog, but their best
meadows were still too wet to out, and some of
tbe farmers had not cut any hay yot as it wesall
too wuk B

From Poplar Point westward to the Portage
the land {a dryer mnd the crops, with a few ex-
ceplions, look magnificent ; 1

. WXVER 8AW SUCH OROFS

in my life. From the Portsge to Burnaids, efght
milen, the land in wetter, but as thers arn ;ggod
myd:z ﬁeld.mi the crope on these wére good.
The rosd had, bowever, many bad mul holes
through which the teams of travellers foundit
very difficalt to d their loads. I obeerved
here reveral bad lp‘zmenl of selfishness only too
frequent in this country, where the new sottlers
have fenced across the old trails, which bhad
hitherto kept along the crest of the ridges,
and compelled travellers to drive thelr teams
throogh muddy places which wounld be coosidered
impassahls in almoet any other country, Often
the enclosed patch In very small, yet the loss and
injury to teams in having to pass sfonnd it Ina
seanon lke this, ia muoch greater in value than
would buy the produce of the whole farm. As
the dry ridgea in this country ran nesrly always
from north-west to south-weat, along stretch of
good read might often be secared to the weatern
traveller, wers new setilers prevented from
putting fences across old trails which had been
travelled for many years before the land In this
conptry was sarveysd. 2

Apother peculisrity of this country is

THE TOLLS

which* Western travellers have to pay for the pd-
vilege of passing over some piece of dry road,
or for oroesing some creck on a bridge. Tra-
vellers paming through Bais St. Paul ure obliged
to pay twenty five cents for svery wagon taken
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sctoss & #mall patch of dry land belonglog to s
¥rench-Cansdian, as the adjacent quagmire fia
too bad for any team to drive a load through. If
the traveller passes round north of Long Lake he
then meets with another tollman who owns =
bridge and twenty-five cents s exacted for every
double team ing over. About twenty-five
miles west of Burnside, on the south trail, there
it & bridge over a pretty little stream, for the
privilegs of croesing which twenty-five cents is
charged to double teams and filteen cents for
‘single teams, and slthough this bridge did not
cost over £30 or $40 for its conmstruction, yet
its owner (s Mr. McKinnon) realizes about £2,000
annually from the 4alls collected from travellers,
From Burvside,, on Rat Creek, westward to
Big Plsin thers ara very few settlers. Fram a
lace- four miles woet of Bornaide the traveller
gy the south trail sees only {our or five houses in
» distance of about thirty-five miles, The first
twenty miles of this journey is over & very wet,
low country, dotted all over with willow bushes
wnd emall poplar blnffs, with numerous alkali
nonds, around which the trail haa to wriggle,
belog sa crooked in many places ms is the courre
of the River Aminiboine. Nearly all this land
is still owned by the Government, but I think it
will besome yesrs hefore much of it is sold at &5
per acre, At McKinnon's the trail reaches the
saod hills, and, except in & few places, the wert-
ward bound traveller has no mors mod to con-
tend with, When I came over theroad between
Burnside and McKinmon’s it waa pretty good, ss
the muddy places wers mostly dried up,- but I
siw ample evidence of the sufferings which tra-
vellern to endare while passing over this
track in wet weather, Moat ol the settlers west
of this with whom I have oconversed have very
vivid recollections of the wufferings endared
whils paasing over this part of the rosd. The
eand hills are from fifty to one hundred feet high,
run in & north-west direction, and are svidently
the border of what was once an immense lake,
which at ore time-covered 8 guod portion of the
Red River valley, The sand hills are in some
places nearly sll covered with bushea, and In
these places the soil is pretty good, being a deep
wody loam, apd st some foture time be oc-
copied by (srmers, but not for a loog time if

$5 FXB AORR .

s the prics to be pald for it. Jao other places,
where_the soll is more zandy, the hills are cov-
ered with grass, with a few sormb oak scattered
here and thers, Theso sand hills are generally
asuccessfon of amall peaks of almost every form
imaginable. About fiftecn miles west of Mec-
Kinuon's, Pine Creek - is cromed, which is &
besatiful littls stream of clear, cold water, run-
ning in a valley abonut eighty foet deep, and fed
Eg numercus spriogs from the undgulla. On
o east alde Pine Cresk the land is of fair
quality, and several lots of land have been here
lom;i and some breaking ground done, and
wlpo,the walls of $wo honses put nup, bui we
naw no signs of the inhabitants. The sand hills
continue for about two miles west of Pine Creek,
which latter is crossed by a bridge made by the
settlers on . .
: : BIG PLAIN,

Big Plaln consists of townsbipe 11, 12, 13, 14
and 15, in 14, 15 and 16 weat. This
1 tract {4 nrarly all level or alightly rolling,
and the land generally of good quality, beinga
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sandy loam. It s nearly all sattled, althongh
the houses are not very numerouns, as from two
to four familles occupy a good many of ths
houses. I saw the walls of & good many more
houses which will be roofed in this fall, and al-
though timber ix 8o scarce in this country,there is
; great deal of vnhnblr lpml?ﬂ w':lted {1; “sldiog

OWIL Large spruce 0ge, which were from two
totwoand a luﬂ feet in diameter, were aided
down and madeinto house timber, saven inehes
thick. As this timber is got on Government
landa and will all be required this waste should
be stopped, sa much smaller timber could be
fisdted for good building timber at less expenses.

THE CROPS

here, whers the ploughing was done lsst wam-
mwer, and even on places that were broken op for
the first time this spring were pretty fair. The
woil here Is a sandy loam, with a rubecil of
four to six feet of clay when the sand iy again
reached; and in some cases wells have been
dug twenty-fourfeet without reaching the bottom
of the zand, but plenty of good water is found,
The settlers here (about two hondred in all) are
badly off for post cffice accommodation, as their
nearest poat office, Burnside, ix from forty-five
to sixty miles distant, Beveral petitions bave
L}:m forwarded to the aothorities at Ottaws
get
POST OFFICE ACCOMMODATION,

bot they have been hitherto unsoccemful A
grest injustice will be done to a large body of
sottlers here if better post offics accommodation
is not given soon, for the people lose many of
their lettern, and most of their papers
which are sent hers by post, besids the
great delsys which have to be endursd.
Ax there a weekly mail to be atarted
on the Ist of next October, between Palestine
and Rapid City, snd which will croes the north
end of Big Plaln, a post-office ahould at once ba
established there, and another twelve miles fur-
ther sonth and » third at the sonth trail,which is
about twelve miles still further southward, and
thers are still numerous settlers from six to eight
milen sogth of the south trall. The establishing
of these poat-offices should be done immediately,
»4 thers are more families located in this quartsr
than are in the local county of Woodlands, Mani-
toba, yet thers are three or four post-offices in
that county and spplications are beiog mads for
more, I know that often the establishment of
post-offices are maked from the Ottawa anthori-
ties in places where they are not needed ; but
this case of the people on the Big Plain should
be attended to at once,

Taking the trail towards ths raplds of the
A.ldnib:hinem! mf‘d h!m- !'m:lr ho.trﬂf,v:h miles winds
among the of the nan en emmerges
on to a dry,plain, and for several miles crm:rt; 'y
randy connty not fit for farming, although gene-
rally nesrly level. At Boggy Creek (which Is the
first stream crossed since Pine CUreek), aome
twenty-four miles awny, the roll improves and
thers are a good many lots taken up here, and
five or wix settlery have dwelling-houses erected.
o first stream crossed, since
Point, that rurs southward to
the Awinlboloe, and between this p'sce and the
rapids of the Asginiboine, or & distance of eight
miles, several besutiful littls streams of running
water are croased which have & fow boulders cn
thelr banke, which latter is ’
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' A SIGHT FOB BORE NYES,

as 1 don’ remember having seen any boulders
sfnce leaving Long Laks,  Thers ia » consider-
able amount of good land slong here, which is
mosily all taked up, and several of the settlers
(who all cawe in this summer) have little mud-
vered huts erectad, while others glwellin tents.
More or lees breaking of the prsirie is also be-
ing dome. The soemery bere s much wore plea-
iant than in Manitoba, ns the Deer Head Moun-
are plainly visible some twelve miles
this ; also, the valley of the Aminiboine
& mile oz two towards the south. The
the little creeks is pleasing tothe taste,
wells have bsen dog the waier is
e e T dicking the waters
often sl g the wal
tobsa, I purposs this evesing going
scroes the Assinfboine and south to Deer Head
Mountaina, where the Rev. Mr.
number of Nove Beotians are located.
RBapids of Assiniboine, Aug. 5th.

——
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A DIGREFEION-—'* RUBTICUS ™ VIRITS DAKOTA—
RAPID GROWTH—CANADIANS IN DAKOTA—
THE GEABRSHOPPRR,

Srn,;glhving often peen, !'hile Inn]hg:lg
vince, signs of a oconsigerabls
mﬁm o!péomadiml into the United Btates
Territory of Dil which lies to the westward
of Red River, south of the forty-ninth
* parallel of latitode, which separates it from
Canadian territory, I thought it best to maks »
short trip fato Dakota and ses what it in bke for
w-el!. Pomibly some of the readers of the
trrexss mad think, as a good many peopls hers
seemm 1o think, thes it were better to keep quiet
about the exodus of Canadians to Dakota ; yet

" T believe it is hest that the truth should be
folly known oa this, as on all other mattars per-
t-.{.dng to this country. I have often met with
poopls who came from the eestern provinces of
CUanada this seasom, and after exploring a con-
sidersble portion of Manitobs some of the
country westward of the province without find:
ing locations to suit them on’ British territory,
had taken land in Dakots, and were sbout re-
moving there with all their effects. Ilikewise
on several occasions ssw small of Tece-
Isnders who had bidden farawell to thefr wek wur-

roundinge at Glmli, on Lake Winnipeg, and were
on their jowrney to join many more of their
brethren in Dakota, 1 was also told that many
of the . s "

EXPATRIATED YRENCH CANADIAN TANKRRS,

o had received Government aid towards
%ing their passage bers, and their mainte-
-dance while ]isore. after lgorﬂ.u arcurd the
Government boildings at Dufferin for reveral
months, had re-expatristd thorselves by settling
upon land on the Dakota side of the bonndary
_ Tine., All fhis I naturally expected, for when
* more convenient [ertile are placed In
" the balance they gemerally weigh down the
loyalty of s great many people who may
" almost ba said to have no country since they re-
moved from the land of their birth. But when

. Ifound that Canadisn farmers who have been

living hers for peveral years and were doing well,
baving become ihe owners of first clasa farms
with conalderable improvement made on them,
yeot bad recently taken Iand ia Dakots and h=!
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ed at Pembina, a village situated at
the japftdm of the Pembiua with the Red
River, on the afternoon of July 10th, sad ob-
" that considerable progress had been made
in the erection of new buildings sinos my viait to
this place on the Zad of inst April. Acroes the
Red River eastward in the Btats of Minneeota, a
considerable village had sprung up in a locslity
which a Ii’tle over three months ago was In »

state of pature, being then nearly all covered -

over with hrushwood, wilich has since been clearsd
sway, leaving 3 number of the larger freesto beaa-
tify the surroundings of the many houses which
bave bean built there Iataly, The Bt. Paul snd
Manitoba Railway Company have laid s track
along the bank of the river, whers &lso they are
mm&ug a large grain elevator.

Three steam-
ts and numerous were lying in the
river, receiving or delivering ht.

Nearly all that I met with had formerly been
Cansdians who had be~ome American citizens.
Many of thess Cannuck Yankees still retained
their former efmple plain style of conversation,
but a few of them had sdopted the

VAPORING, BPEEAD-BAGLE JARGON
80 prevalent among Western American ploneers,

and seemed to take special pride im  tell. -
ing that they *“‘wers once Canadisns but
wars now American ecitizena.,” I called at

the
wad courtecusly received b s Deputy
Agent, who is a Canadian American named
Ewing. He showed me maps of all the sur-
veyed townshipe in Pembina County, with the
oames of the persons written on the lands they
bad taken, with the date of entry, also whsther
the lands were taken as homestead, pre-emptions,
treo planting claims, or had been bought with
scrip. I observed among thess the names of
soveral persons whora I had known In Maxitoba,
also that & gooc‘ﬁi number of Iadies were home-
steaders, whils the nfiimber of quarter sections
taken up for m&plm% claims was consider-
able, - gl’l) cbeerved t nearly all the lands
lying within several miles of the banks
of the %ed,h%:mbbiﬁa mth&ugﬁa rivers were
already local while ont 6 open pralrie, at
considerable distance from the ltt!l;?;l! of watsr,
there are still large tracts of unoocupied landsu.
I was told that no was allowed to take
more than 320 acres In his own or her own name,
but sdditional land could be bought with halt-

-breed acrip ; but this scrip Is now very wearce and

desr. Mr, Ewing also told me that over fifty re-
expatristed Freoch-Canadfans had taken landa
in P;::bin.l. County within the last eighteen
mont!

On the morning of July 11th I accepted the-

profier of a ride up the

BOUTH-RASTERN BAKEK OF THE TONGUE RIVER,
which flows into the Pembina River, about four
miles shove its outletinto Red River, My com-
psnion on this trip was a well informed and
obliging, natural’zsd American citizen, who was
taking » waggun losd of lumbér eightesan miles
to his home on the Tongue River. Ha told me
that his name is Baachy, and that he was born
sad brought up in the County of Peterborough,
Ont., bot eome nine or ten yesars ago had re-
izovel with his family to the Stats of Missourl

Iand cffice for Pembina County and .
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where ho pettled with a !nm ln! other
Conadians, The climate o il proving
to be very unhealthy, some of them had visited
Manitoba five yoara ago for the purpose of se-
curing & home in s more salubrions climata,
After vizitizg a number of places they choss one
of the townunips {00 @ 1u the AMennonite rescrve)
at Lhe foot of the Pembina Mountains, They
next applied to the suthorities at Ottawa to g:
vhis townahip reserved for a number of Canadlog
wha wiahed to leave Missouri and settle in Maai.
tobs. After some correspondence with Ottawa,
they were sssured that the townahip in question
would be granted to them, provided a eufficlent
number cams forward to occupy it. Truating to
Lhis promisc, sixteen families lelt Mimsonri {a the
spring of 1875 bound for Manitoba, and t.ddng
with them %40,000 worth of stock, cash, an
farming implements, The journey to Manitoba
beivg ail dune on waggons, tuok & considerable
time, and when the party reached Manitoba
they were mortifed to find that their promised
reserve was reserved for the Menponites. TUn-
der auch circumstances it was not surprizing
that the party of expatriated Britlsh-Canadiana
jurned acrues the boundary line and located on
land {n Dakota equally as good as the land they
bod failed to sscure in Manitobs with the addi-
tional ndvantage of* having an abundant supply
of wood and water,
Whiie travelling up the Tongue River I ob-
rerved suveral small houses recently erected, and
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British territory, and na thers waa really littls or
po difference in the form of government on either
sids of the line, why shonld peopls settle on poor
or [nconveniently aftusted lsnds with lower
prices received for their grain on the narth side
::rl‘jm bot;ndnryThi; rl::l;mr than .‘:tl‘r'.l]: iuhAmerican

tol excuse, ough not put
forwug 80 frequently ae the others, seemed to
ndeed In & country like
Manitoba, whers land-speculating seems to per-
vade {I almost sald demoralize) all classes In tha
community, it seems strange that rpecolating in
Dakota lands did not begin sconer, The tim-
bered Iands in Dakota copsist of small strips
slong the banks of the rivers, and as the
Government does not reserve any timbered
lands, ‘“‘the fimt to ocome s first served”
and some sharp ios secured the greater psrt
of their claims in timbered lands. As all the
tinbered lambe are now appropriated, persoon
taking lands on the treeless pralrie ars payiog
I—:rg bigh prices for a few acres of tinbered

od.,

Although all the wooded lands which T saw on
the banks of the Pembina and Tongus rivers
bave been hadly culled of their firewood, which
waa taken to supply the Red River boats with
fuel, and also the American military post at
Pembina, yet some small eales of thess culled
timber lands wers made recently at $10 per
acre, which fs & pretty fair price when it is con.
sidered that they were got for nothing sbout s

preparatioes being mude for the erection of more, | year ago

butin nearly all cases they were near the river
backs, I saw
OFE MUD HUT,

which I was told is nccupled by an Ichlander, I
was also tuld that some of theee Icelaaders when
coming over to Dakota bad thrir live stock taken
from them by Guvernment sgenta in Manitoba
on acconnt of moneys advauced to them when
they first came to the province, After a drive
of twelve miles with Mr, Beachy, I left him at
the place where we stopped to take dinner. AL
this place {also takipg their dipner) were
a party of five Canadians, who had
a team In Pembins, and were out on
the hunt after land. 1 afterwards called at
peveral houses, and had numerous converstions
ubout the prospects of the Canadian settlers in
Dakota. Numerous and various excuses were
msds for their baving to dweil In Dakota and
becoma American cltizens, in preference to
remaining under the benigoant swsy of Queen
Victorin, Thelarge smount of good lands locked
up a8 reserves in Maoitoba was pointed st s
proof that English-s
welcome thers. The very zreat comideration
 given by Government sgenta to Mennonites
and French-Canadians, whiis English-C i
wers often trested with incivility, if not rode-
pess, was mlso brought forward to show that
Cansadians from Ontario were

N¥OT WANTED AS BETTLERS IX NANTTOEL

The unjost exactions of the Natlwmal Poll
were also described at foll length, by w
the mew settler was compelled to pay so moch
higher prices in Manitoba than o Dakota for
everything needed in making & commencemsat
oo & new farm, such aa live stock, waggona,
plongha, and ail other farming implements, s
well a3 lnmber for baildieg were

lands
alco much more convenfent in Dikota than i |

aking Canadians wers Dot

It1s probable that when in a few years, the
splendid country near the head of the Big Sas-
katchewan river will be opened for settlement,
many of the Uanadisns who have recently
rettled in Dakota will be found selling out theie
farmos there at 8 large fit (a8 some of them
hars alresdy done with their farma in Meni-
toba), and remaviog with all their effocts to the
great Canadian North- West tertitory, There is
some comfort [o Imowing that

ALL THR BEST LAYDS IN DAKOTA ABE ALREADT
APPROPRIATLD,

hired | and that sucoeeding settlery in that territory will '

have 0 make their homes on treeless prairles,
with the chanoes of having to pay pretty
high for their fuel and fenclog. I might
say thet very lttls fencioe iz reguired
here except & man ¢ into stock-ratdng,
as every man haa to care of his own live
ttock and the fields of grain are left withouot
fences, Thers seema aleo to have been much lees
raln in Dakots the present pexson than has
fallen in Manitoba, consequently, the groond Is
much drier at present; but this eiate of thingafs
tometimes reversed, when the Dakota Janca
ruffer from excemive rain-falls which hare
tvoided Manitoba The two days which I rpent
o Dakota wers extremely hot, the thermometec
belng above ninety in the shade makiog travel-
ling fn the open 8t mid-day very ex-
hausting, I reached Pembina on my retorm oo
the afternonn of Jaly 13th, epd found Lhe pecple
there in & somewhat excited state abozt the
flight of & few gramhoppers, which oould be seem
lihthhﬂmiz‘ in the alr porthwards,
by lockiog the sun from bebtod some ob-
ject which ahielded the rizht from i dorect ayw,
A scuth wind had been tlowing light!y for reversl
daye, Bomeof these fell cm the streets,
seemingly considerably by thelr fiohy
I caoght ooe of thea myrell, acd otber pecrons
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also seoured specimens which they all pronounced
to ba the genuine gramhopper which causes so
much destruction In ths countries west of the
Misdsippl. :

Winnipeg, July 21st.

A GLIMPEE TO THE WESTWARD,

B1r, —0n the afternoon of Ang, 5th I eroseed
to the south eide of ths Aminiboine, thers being
» forry here kept by & man named J&chimr, who
charges twenty-five conts for ferrying » horse
acroas the river. .As thia ison the regular west-
ern trall to the Oypress hills, » good deal of trade
lees over the Assinibolne at this place, Belcre
Mz, McVicar built his scow here, the traders
nrad to have great trouble, aud sometimes loes
in croasiog over the Asainiboine “at this place,
When the water s low there ia not much diff.
culty in fording the stream, but this caanot be
dons in high water, and traders wers compellad
to make - »

* TEMPORAET BOATS

with poles coversd with cowhides to convey
themselyes nud thelr goods over the river,
while tho ponies and oxen badtoewlm, I met
here aman who lives at Deer. Head mountain
and was taking a cow to Big Plalns, thirty-five
miles, to the bull. I used to think it no joke to
talte n cow two or thres miles to the bull, bhut
here was a settler who, in order to perform this
negeasary of farm-work, had to travel seventy
miles and lose four days doing i¢, also fifty
cents for crossing and the {ne.

South of the Aseiniboine the land im light
and rtony for seversl miles, but begins to im-
prove ss you the Little Bouris River,
which runs at tha northern base of

DEER ERAD MOUNTAIES.

Here the Rev. Mr, Roddick and a nomber of
Nova Scotisus ars Jocatsd ; thers are also sov-
eral Canadiang and three mea who came here
from Connecticut, There is a oconsiderable
amourt of good land hers in patchea, but there
is n great deal of Inferior quality, being either
too light and sandy, or else alkali wet land
Ags this Isnd has not yet been surveyed, the
zettlors ats in great troubls abouat the new land
regulations, avd they all declare that they will
leare the comntry sud go to Dakota, if their
hemesteads mre confined to elghty acres in ex.
tent. It pevms to me to be utter folly to try
to enforce the new regulstions In this part of
the cruntry,ss a person wonld require half s soc-
tion of land belore he would have eaoogh of good
land to make a fair farm. Bettlement in this
part of the conntry will ceass until the new lsnd
regulations are changed, and no sans man wounld
ever think of payiog $5 or £3 50 per nere for land
in this part of the country,
The roenery is very fine around the

DIl KIAD MOUSTAIXS,

rhkhdmlmmhnb\hﬂnbuodndbethhh,
and although not rocky asre pretty stony, sad
neariy all covered with bash and scrn
oak A deal of the poplar Is fit for fencing,
ttls of It fs large h {oe bollding

There i & beaatifal south.west

meaotaina It is about three quartars
of n mile Joog, sad over a quarter o & mils
wile, with beaatiful gravelly beach on the morth
while the south alds L a good deal of
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bullrushes in It, which swarms with ducks. This
ix the only lake that I have seen woet of Mani.
toba, although I have zeen rcores of ponde. Thers
le no stream running out of it at present, but in
wet weather it overflows its banka, This preity
little lake is called Lake McPherson (I snpposs
alter the pamphlet-writing senator), scd wounld
be a ttgﬂplm to live near, as the water is
very clsar but slightly alkalins in taste, The land
sround It is pot very good, although oza or
two farmers might, get encugh good land to
w what |(.jmv‘hi:nc they would require for
ome use, and rtock.-ralsiog and dairying could
bs profitably foillowed. There are nmril other
mountalns south of thix, with apparently pluaty
of wood for ordinary farming purposes, )
Avwny towards the west extands an

IMMENAE TRRELYSE PLAIN,

wlightly rolling ; and I am told that thers are
some protty good spots of land on it. I oould
not see its western limit from the top of Deer
Head Mountaine, sithough I conld with my
glass ses plainly from twenty to thirty miles
AWaY. o peaple here also muffer for want of
poatal -ccommodatiun] ax they get their mafl
matter by way of Rapid City, which is twenty-
eight s distant, and a man on horseback
loses two days going to the post-office, and has
to pay fifty cents for croesing and re-croesing the
Assinibolue ; but then the mall only comes to
Rapid City once in three werks, A postoffice
ut;}ginhndﬂlt t‘!?l.igu crosd.ugf'if:; the Assiniboine
wo greatly o pomne or sixty settlers
in theee parta, The people bave all come hers
this season, and sre yot mostly living lu tents.
They mre very auxions to get hold of & nows-
psper, and read it eagerly, althoogh It may be
a month eld.

I returned to the ferry on the evening of Ang.
6th, and the fullowlog day went some eighteen
or ninesteen miles north-west, to

BAPID OITY,

ou the Littls Saskatchewan, situatsd on section
20, townshlp 13, range 19, weat, For abont nine
miles north-west from the Aminihoine, tha land
Is rrrﬂ:quval but s good deal of it is alkali, and
on ynfewo(tiuebeetio!x;mtahn‘u There are
trees on this part and very few ow bushes,
all the high ridges belng etony. At sbont the
ronth-east corner of township 12, range 20, the
lasd froproves vr?' much, and has numercus
blnffx of poplar and scrub oak, butis consider-
ably broken by small ponds, most of which conld
eaalty be drained. This land is nearly all taken
vp, and will be & fine farming country in & few
yearn, 28 the Iand in f:g rich and generally dry
enough for profitable cultivation in any wet sen-
son, and not too dry for any dry weather whizh
will probably take place. "The

VALLEY OF THRE LITTLRE SARKATCHEWAN

s very wide at Rnf.ld , with graduslly slo
fog banks, while mﬂé(:ii&'&::nhd t{Ilat e
valley gets narro'y an L] steep, sap-
sac that the bed of the river is abont ore han—
red and Afty feet below the adjscent prairie.
The river is & pretiy, rapid stream, abont dxty
fret wide, and there are about a dozen dwelling-
bouses In the city with two stores aod a saw-
mill ia operation ; there ia also a grist mill which
will be in a short time, As I propoes
going froem here to Oak River, thence
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to Shoal Take, Bird-tail Creek, and perbaps to
Yort Hilice, it may be some time before I will
Lave a chanoce to writs sgain,

Rapid City, Little Saskatchewoan, Ang, 8,

FARTIIER WESTWARD —THE GOVERBAMENT ANRD
THE CANADA PACIFIO—A NIGHT WITH FHR
MOSQUITOXS8—AN XEDUCATED INDIAN — THE
COUNTEY WEST,

. 8tr.—I did not expsct when I last wrote to

the WiTsEss ttat four weeks would paas before
writing again ; but the poatal facilities in the
North-West are ro defective that thers is little
inducement to write letters or subecribe for
newspapers when the chances are largely in
favor of their going asttay. The amount of pro-
fane Ianguage which

A DEFECTIVE POBTAL BYBTEM

{or want of eystem) draws ont of the peopls in-
babiting this country is painfol to contemplate ;
but as I intend referring mors at length to this
subject at another time,I will #4¥ no more about
it at rresent.

When I was at Rapid City the firet time its

inbabitacts wers in a state of conslderabls ex-
citement abont

THE LOCATION OF THE CAMNADA PACIFIC RAIL-
WAY,

ox an epginecring party under the direction of
Mr. W. D. Barclay was spprosching the city
. from the west, having lcxz»beé the Canadn Pacific

Kailway line from the 1houth of the Qu’Appelle
River Lo within & few miles west of Bapid Uity ;
sud sa the latter place is some four miles north
of the fourth bass line, fears were falt lest
Rapid City would be left oot in the cold
Thene fears were, however, changed to re-
jolcing as the line was afterwards made
w cross the Littls Baskstchewan at the
south part of the ambitious little city, the
epgineer in charge believing it 40 be the moet
farorable point for crossivg the stremm. The
baoks of the river at this point slope gently

down from the higher country on esch side, and
on thess banks there are many stony many
of the boulders being Himestone, which will come

bandy in bailding fhe fonndations of houses and
. paviog the atPeets in Rapid City. Gepersl dry
goods and proceries, as well sa farming imple-
ments, can be bought here st moderats prices
* (consideriog the dificulties of transportation) bat
in some otheéx articles hizh prices with large pro.
fita prevail. ‘I'nereis & small steam spw.mill hers,
which is supplied with spruce logs brought
down the Little Barkatchewar at a cost cf only
six dollars per thouwrand feet board memaurs ;
vrt the proprietor ol the saw-mill chargea from
$25to &35 per 1000 fest for the lumber eawn
ount of thees loge. Farmers who have to buy this
lamber comylain of soch extortion, bat there is
po help for it at present.  ARhough the Govern-
ment owns the timbered lands hers, I belleve
they get very little caah receipta for the saw-loge
taken off it.

I MET THE CANADA PACTYIC BAILWAY EUBVEYLSG
PARTY

s fewr n:iles west of Rapid City, and awong them
were anmne pereotis from the Ottawa Valley with
whom 1 had former)v a nlizh* acquaintance ; bat
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dlstance from the old homestead now made ux
friends. From their description of the counfry over
which they had passad in cotning from Fort Eltice I
waa Induced to resolve to travel over it, slthongh
for nearly forty miles of the distance thers waa no
probability of my mesting with any human being,
white or red, I stopped the following night at
the house of Mr, Wm. Shanks, an old Beotch-
man of good repute in these parts, whers he Is
well known and highly spaken of by all who
know him. This man, with his three sons sod
two dmughters, resids in a enag hoose abouat
six miles west from Rapid City. Two of the
sous came hers Inst fall from Outario snd se-
cored a section of land and got out some house
timber and fencing last fall, xnd were followed
this spriog by their father and younger brother
and thelr two sisters who arrived at Emerson on
the day l‘ollowingrhlt of my arrival thers in
the spring. Beio of oconsiderabls
capital as well as help, they were sble to farm
wuch more largely than their neighbors, bariog
over thirty scres under crop, besides a [arge quan-
tity of breaking done for nert year. Althouzh
the grain wai sown on land first plonghed this
epring, it looked remarkably well, which was
the case with

ALMOST ALL YHE GRATY

In this part of the conntry,

On the morning of Satarday, July 9th, I pro-
cured from the family of Mr. Bbanks cookirg
uvteusils and provisions for my intended journey
to Fort Ellice,after which I proceeded abeut eight
miles further west to Usk River and took dinner
with an eld acquaintavce named W. B. Currso,
who came bera from Montreal lnst March Al-
thoughhe had never workedon a farm before, yet
he has twenty acres of land ander crop, and the
logs brooght out for the walls of a home, Tais
man is & subscriber to the Wirsss, but I can
rcarcely call him a resder of that paper, as, ow-
ing to defective postal srrangementa, only four
copiea of it have resched him during the fire
montks he hss been here.

Duriog the afternoon I weat up theriver threa
gxlg;mtgmmamdu of & gr. Littls, nn sec-

on 4, tp Tange , werl, near to
which the Csnads Pacific Raitway line crosses
Oak River. Mr. Littleis at the present timse
the setiler furtbest west fu these parts, and I
staid with him over Sundsy. Aa Mr. Littls
with his wife and four children had ooly a
scall tent to lodge in, there was po room for
me to pass the night in ths teot along with
them: but they kindly lent me a conple of
quilee, and I vainly sought repoes in a buildirg
they bad ersctad for s stahle. This building is
closs o the river, and is also sheltered from the
evening breezes by a lttle bloff, but the mos-
quitoes had taken pomsessiom before my arrival,
snd seemed determined to permit po cne to
pleep thers. Haring adjosted my moequits veil
to the best sdvuutage, I lay down to aleep, or
rather to listen to bow much noise could be
made by

MY LITYLR ENENTER.

) hwdnmluﬂ& covered with the fo'ds
rof & quilt, yet somoe of the skesters wuuld eome-
how gain ad on and begin their sargical
operations on them.  Flaviog no gloves, I felt
puzzled what to do, but bethonght me of » spare
pair of socks, which I pow tock from my bag
and drew over my hards and thus protected

Ikeptm
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tried tosleep. Bl it was in valn, as my veil
would sccasionally rest on the top of my nose or
: enrn, snd althongh the mosquitoes could not
come throogh it themselves, they counld. ‘bite
through it, so I was obliged to leave them in
quiet pomession of the stable and retire’to the
smudge near the tent, and there slept on the

FTRME

Early on Mondsy morning, August 11th-~the
forty-ffth anniversary of my birthday—I rode
scross Oak River cn the back of my little two-
year-oid Indian pony, the water coming well up
on hix pides, compelling me to gather up m
legn pretty well to keep them from bclu&wettedt
This Jittle pony, which I bought in Winnipeg
for $40, would sgarcely allow moy one to put s
hard on him when he cams into my possession,
but now has become as tame as & dog, becatse 1
treated him kindly, which iIn rather exceptional
nsage for ponies in this conntry. Indeed, I have
often felt as if

GUILTY OF CRUILTY TO ANIMALS

when riding this little two-year old through
soms bad slougbs with mud and water up t5 his
belly ; yet bs has galoed in flesh since he came
into my on, althoogh he is hobbled every
night, aod the moaquitoes have been extracting
so much blood from him that it is rather s won-
der be ves, 3
The course of the Canada Pacific Bailway
westward from Osk Rliver for seven or eight
miles ix oveor one of the most beautifol as well as
fertile tracts that I have seen fn the North-
West, being gently undulating, like the ocean
swell, with frequent little bluffs of poplar suffi-
cient for fencing and foel, but not large enough
for building purposes, The growth of grass sad
weeds, here was wonderful, indicating a rich
. Ibelievs that some of this Jand may be
»old for six dollara per acre, but the amoant ro
sald will pot pey for building muny miles of rail-
way. In fact the mare I ses of this conntry the
greater fe my conviction of the utter folly of the
new regulations regarding the lands adjscent to
the Canada Pscific Railway. It seems to me
that the whols scheme was concocted by, and in
the interest of, & few persons in Manitobs whoe
own from 20,000 o 60,000 acres of land each,
which they bonght at from twenty-five cents to
one dollar per and which they hope to sall
at from two to eix dollars per acre owing to the
pew regulationy regarding Government lands in
this country—but more of thie at another time.
About eight or ning miles west of Oak River,
the country gets drier with very little timber, or
even bushes, and this continues until five or six
miles ond Arrow river, which iz only a
moderately elzed creek in a deep gully, the
stream being about elght feet wide and two feet
desp. Theraars a ¢ *

GOOD MANT DRY COULERS

in this but in nono of them did I meet with
water although grasey pghds with plenty of water
in them are numerons As the milway track
pesrs Ten-Mils Creek, the small blaffs of Huber
Incresse in number an- the land improves ; but
sfter cromivg the creek, which s larger
stream of water ramaip it than there fs in
Arrow rivet, but a muc ‘
land becomes belog very story with LY
rubeoil of pore gravel, This Infarior land con-
tivues into ths Indian reservs at the mouth of the

Bird Tail Creek.

+?

THE INDIAXS

hers are cawoped along the high banks of the
Bird Tail creck (here rome 250 feat high.) They
hare ploughed considerabls land here this sprin
mdagut it under crops of various kinds. ali
which looked pretty well, considering the dry .
vatare of thesoil ; but in dry sessons I fear the
Bloux will raise very little here, except

odian com. If they wers supplied with seed

e and bockwhest, they might raise enough of
thess to feed them in dry seasons. I reached the
Bionx settlement at noon on Tuesday, Angust
I2th and -

THE FIRST BIGET OF CIVILIZATION

was two yoke of oxen ploughing (breaking), with
two Indisns to esch team, one to gulde the oxen
and apother to %neido the plongh ; and I must
confess they difdl better work than many white
people do. When I rode up to them the
ntopped their ploughisg snd came up and lhooi
hands with me, grioning and talkig in Indian,
while I rpoke in English © After some vain st-”
tempts at conversation,” I, epquiring if anyone
hers spoke Eoglish - was directed by signs
t> whers I found the mon of Chiel Enoch,,
who with his father speaks Enplish pretty well
Chief Enoch himself was not at home, but I
am told that he ix rather a ruperior man and
can resd the Judian ss well as the English
languages, and employy his leisure Hme in
tenching his mbjects to read in the Dakota
lsoguage. After s short delsy hers, bein
anxicus to resch Fort Ellice that evenin )
enquired for » place whare I might croes }gmi
Tail Creek, which has nearly as much water
running In it as in the Littls Saakatchewsn.
By tbe Indisn’s directions I went up the creek
about two miles and descended by a very steep
pathway to the bottom of the valley, and
rqueezed through an exceedingly thick brushwood
to the edgs of the stream, whers thers was o
small log camoe tied to the bank, I took the
paddle sud went cut to the further end of the
canoe and found that the water was four feet
deep, but I could not find sny bottom to the mud
beneath, As the banks wers nearly perpendica-
lar T had serious fesr that if I got my pony into
the stream I might not get him out agsin, so I
concloded o go up the south-east bank of the
stream somo elght miles to whers the trall from
Shoal Lake crossea. The first three miles of this
journey waa performed quite easily, as it was an -
open, dry_prairie, thoogh very stony In some
pi:cu I then croesed a wet coulis and
tavelled through a very superior farming
country, nesrly hal? covered by scrub and bloff.
In the intervening spaces ths vetches and peat-
vines were so high and o matted that it was
"ﬁ difficult to ride or walk throngh them,
which made our progress very slow. The even-
ing csme on bafore we n:cried the bridge at
8t. Clsir City, and I had to again camp out,
although the evening threatened rain and the
moequitoes sssasiled me with their wonted vigor,
Mﬁm.;:fly of bread hed become exhansted, !ﬁ:t
asTh lenty of tea and sugar, I made the
moet f them, During this night it was very
difficnlt to keep my now

TOO FRINRDLY POXY

from trampling om mwe In his e to get
pear tbe tre. Favizg no bed-clothes of any
kind nor tent, with 0 many moeguitoes to con-
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tend with, my rest was not of the most refresh-
ing kind, yet it was quite as good as on the
previons ur following nights. -

Portage du Prairw, Bept 20d.

TREE DESTRUCTION, AXD INDUCIMENTS TO GEOW
TREES —8UGGESTIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT—
LAND BPECOLATOES—HOW ABSKNTEES MAY
OBTAIN LAXD,

Sie,—To every one loterested in the futare
prosperity of this conntry the rapid dimlnution
in the supply of wood for fuel and fencing
purposes in the North-Weet must be.a sonrce of
considerabie anxiaty. Bome people who have
been carefully watching the progress of eventsin
this country stats thst should the consumption
of wood continoe and Increase for hall s dezen
years more aa it has done in the past slx yoars,
there will ba very littls timber of any kind left
in Manitoba, and in many parts of the country
foel will command exceedipgly high prices, caus.
ng & great deal of scffering, especially during
the cold winters,

TBEX CULTUER

has hitherto been slmost a complets failure in
the north-western prairies of Canads and the
United States, aithough liberal inducementa are
given by Federal and State Governments to such
as will engage In it. Under the *' Timber
Culturs Act” of the United Staies any cltizen,
or thosa who hare declared their intention to be.
come such, can make an entry, not exceeding
160 acres of prairie lands, either within or with-
oat the limita of a nilwnr grant, om condition
that one-sixtsenth of the Iand so taken shall be
plaoted with trees, four feet apart each way,
and cultivafed aad protected for eight years,
when final Eroot can be made and the t
secured. This liberal law of the Federal
Government s mpgemmled by a law in
the Terrdtory of Dakota, which provides
that for every five acres of timber cal
tivated, forty scres, with all the improve-
ments therson, not exceeding one thoussad dol-
iars ino:i':!ue. shall bahr_:ampt from hxr:lt;i:n for
a poriod of ten years from the tie of i

T farther that o Tard shall bo decmed 1o
creased in value for asseexment purposes by rea
son of such timber culture, no matter how moch
its real value may be enbanced thereby. In
Minpesota, by | ve enactment, the grower
of forest trees on the prairie, isgiven 32 for every
acre planted with trees, payment commencing
the third year after planticg, and continuing ten
gﬂ; that is, the grower of forty acres of tim-
on the prairie will be givea

A BOXUS or 3300

‘small portion of favorably stuated bmb
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made an attempt at tres-planting, but pone of
them, so far as I coald learn, bave fulfilled
their sogagements on this head. I belleve that
with the exception of the trees planted on the
farm of Mr. mas Belesions, at Portage la
Prairie, fewer trees have been planted by ths
hand of map In the Canadian North-West than
have bean planted withio the limits of the city of
Montreal ; and wersall the trees hitherto plant-
ed in this conntry permltted to grow unmoleated
for twenty years they would oot be sufficient
to furnish wood to meet the present consump-
tlon of the country for one week. Yet motk
people here, Including Government officials,
feem u.m‘m about the presarvation of grow-
ing timber as if the supply were inexhaustible,
It is generally supposed that all timbered
lands are reserved by the Government for the
pur of supplyiog small wood lots to the
settlers on prairie lands, and wers this plan
faithfully followed from the commencement of
settlement very few sections fn this part of the
mnnh{ would remaio withoot a eufficlent sup-
Py of timber for ordivary purpoees within a
distanos of twolve miles at mont, yet, I believe,
that fully one-third of the fertile lands fn this
province have no buah lots reserved tn meet the
requirements of the faturs tillera of thess largs
tracts of agricultural lagds, It ia very anooy-
ing to a person about to settle on a pratrie lot to
be told that there ia no wood lot to be had for
love or money, while within sight of bis home-

stead thers are hsps, bun of acres of
excellent limbem\'i' Lnncﬂ, owned, It m-r be, by
one individoal who has secured them st less than

one do per acre ; and it is still more anooy-
ing when thia prairie farmer is compelled to pay’
his more fortunate neighbor from -

ONE TO TWO DOLLARS PEB TELX

for the larger sticks required in building his
houre. I have seen cases where from ona tosix
hondred acres of well-wooded lands bave been
scrippad by one man, while many {armers within
a fow miles of this timberars unsbis to obtain
a wood lot st all, except at exorbitant rates,

My resaon for writiog sbont this condition of
thioge at present is with the hope that the Gov-
eroment may taks Immediste steps to secure the
lands

been grabbed Jaad
30 that the cultivaters of &bey sdja
cent prairies may each bavre a chance to get &
small wood

Fixteoding over townashi,
three on over & dozrn of
the twellth racge west, extending from
press creek to the Bouris river, there
moat eariecsive open i
I have yet seem in the
Wost—most of It excellent
—yel there wre two comparstively
small tracts of wooded within resscoable
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thelr business as they onght, The other tract of
wood-land lies north-esst of Pelican Laks in
townships four and five, ranges filteen and aix-
teen west, and I belisve that it is shortly to be
surveyed and thrown on the mazket ; but itwould
be grestly to the advantage of the whole country
that this wooded land should be sold omly in
small lots and to actual settiers on the adjacent

Pn the vicinity of the Tartle Mountains there
are copsiderable tractaof R

. U
LAND PARTIALLY WOODRD,

the blaffs of timber being Interspersed with
patches of scrub or else open prairie, . Nearly
all this tract would scon become a forest if
protected from the rawages of prairie fires, and
gince it has been found so difficult to raise trees
on the open prairie, it would seem to be wise
palicy on the part of the Government to reserve
the greater portion of these partlally timbered
{snds so that they ipight be aftersards sold in
pmall wood lots to settlers on the prairie, who
would often bae glad to get even these, Bome of
_ the settlers who have already gone to the Turtle
Mountains seem anxious to secure for them-
tracts of thesq partially wooded lands,
one party hiviog slready feoted in 1,200 scres
“of it, using about 20,000 fence rails, which were
cut from Government lands. It wonld certsin
ly be s grest benefit to the gereral settlement of
the country were the Government to prevent all
further moncpolixing of its timbered or partially
tmbered landa by sharp sp=culators,

The new land regulations are also likely to
operats Injarionsly with the settlement of the
two rows of tomiipl pext to the international
boundary, s4 thess townships are included in
belt E, and the railway lands can be bought for
$ scrs, payable in ten sncual instalments,
with interest a€ six per cent. on the unpaid bal-

. Landerkin, the land sgent in Pem-
bina Mountains, buh ms that almost the

thess mailway lands, and I kpow personally
that s considersbls number of land speculstors
are watching to sscure the lands which
mno'mmdumumqm open
for sale, W wlll be esrly in the coming win-
ter ; and shoald there be noch;:g:{nthel-nd
policy all -the good raillwsy in beit B,
the two ranges of towmhips mext the loteros-
tioms! boandary, will be secured by specalators,
to the grest hindrance of

this pert of the country. To show bow easily

LAXD CAX BS EECURED ¥Y ARSENTEFS

mey sate that 8 pervon dwelling in Moantreal—
becons owner of a
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enact laws to prevent thelr frequent oocnrrences ;
bat aa I Intend to treat this subject more Iarge-
Iy at another time I will saay no more about it at

present.
Lowe's Farm, Manilobas, Oct 1st,

ARAIBTE FIRXE—THEIR OAUSEH AND MEANE FOR
' THRIR PREVEATION.

8re,—It is probable that all the dry landain
Manitoba, if not In the whole North.-West, were
at not a very remota period covered with foreste,
just as the eastern pruvinces were previocus to
their settlement by whits men Some of your
readers will be ready to “ How did it ¢)me
to psas that the forests dissppeared from the
weatern plains, while the trees in the east con-
tinued to grow and flourish anttl cat dowa by
the nxeof man " Prairie firea are no doubt the
canw of thia difference, but

THE OBIGEX OF THEEX FIRES

is perbaps not so easlly accounted for, nor why
fres shouid be no destrauctive to the forests in the
West, whils they wers comsparatively harmless
to the timber growing forther east. I believe
that this difference can be scconnted for by the
mﬂenu of B0 many great tracts of mamshy

4 é,n the West bv‘r:;ichhtﬁn too wet for
trees to grow n, which produced large
quactities of 'I'llf;grlu, reeds snd rushes, which
1n very dry sessops supplied immerse quantities
of combustible matter, glving strengih to the
fires, which would thus extend to the adjacent
woodland, and in process of time chargetheminto
prairies, The sbeence of such extenrive marshes
in the enstern provinces together with a moister
climate, helped to prevent the epread of fires ;
thns the forests continued to grow until disturbed
by ths inroads of settlers, Lt ia also probable
that the grestsr intemeity of the electrical dis-
charges in the North- West has helped to mske
fires mmore numerons in that quarter, Hven dur-
iog the memory of some of the older inhabitants,
protty extensive tracts of wooded lands in Mani-
tobs have become almost open prairies; but this
continned diminution in the ares of the forerta
gave no causs of uneasiv ems to the minds of the fow
early settlers as there seered no davger of » scar
city of timber. The lata rspid incresss in the
p? :n, e vvgl ay t::.gmter dn’g:ntivantu
of recent prairie firea, aspect of
affairs, reqairing that spesdy and effectual means

adopted to prevent the very serious loseos
;hlchmyou!y cansed by them. I beliave

at

ovax $200,000 WORTH OF PEOPRRTY,
in the form of bay, gralo, fenoes, buildings, live
stock and growing timber, has been
6ur£nzunﬁfw weelks by prairde Sres in
Manjitoba e, or at the yate of over $4 per
hesd of the entire population. Since there i¢ &

>babliity of this serious loes recurring annual-
y until mote effactive measures are adopted to
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of the populstion a considered, also that neatly
all this loas falls on new zel ;ho are ;nostl
ja straitened clrcomstacces and caonot we
spire any portion of their substance to feed the
rapaclons fire-fiend.

S0 far as I have been able to learn, few or po
precantionary measures by legal enactments or
otherwins, hava yet been taken in_ the Canadisn
North.-West to prevent the spread of these fires,
and before suggestiog meanx for their preventicn,
T would first refer to a few of the principal :

OAUSIS WHICH LEAD TO THEIR FREQUINT 0O
CURBRENCE

On the 17th of last April I was returning scross
an extensive prairie called White Horee Plains
in the parish of Bt. Fraocois Xavier, and met
thres men in & wegron goiog westwsrd, leaving
behind them a fiery trail by lightiog bita of
oaper and throwing them among the dry grass,
just for the fun of eeeing it burn without ap-
parently thinking of the danger to fences and
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buildings cansed by such wanton sport. A little
forther on I csme to where seve chh
patives were actively engaged in preventing this

prairie fire from destroyiog their fences, and one
* of them told me in broken English how *'the
bad Canadian man in the waggoen, he burn my
fence.” I believe that a good mapy prairie fires
are kindled to gratify wicked sport, and were
vuch ““phunny phellows” reat for » few months to
sport themselves at bard labor in some prison, it
would tend to make them more cantions about
worting themselves at other people’s expense.
Another fruitfal source of prairie fires is the cus-
tom of amcking tobacco, which prevails largely in
this country. A very disastrous, prairie fire was
cecently atarted in Pembina Mountains by a
tev. gentleman whils lighting his pipe I hope
the churches will have the good senss to cease
sending
** BNOKING MISSIOYARINS™
to the North-West), snd no doubt many con-
flagrations have s similar origin, Another
wource of prairie fires s from the smounldering
émbers of camp firen, or where travellers have
halted to warm their dinnere, It is a very easy
matter to quench such embers with water, or
olte cover them with earth, and thos prevent
all davger of thelr igniting the adjscent dry
grass, aod this would no doubt be done were
every person tiravellers or others) compelled to
fout the bill of costs which might result from
their csrelessness in leaviog livs coals whers
they may do harm. The chief caunse of prairie
fires is the custom of bureing the dry grassio
the vicinity of stackn, fepces and bailcings fa
order to protect them from danger by runniog
fires, These fires are usnally kindled fn the
svening and during calm weathér; bnt often the
wind rises, apd tbs fires are driven ount to the
opeu prairie and perhaps extend for many miles,
doicg & largs amountof damage in their course.
This kind of fire seema in some places to bea
oecessity, because if the long dry grass iu aml.
lowed to mtand fn the vicinity of bulldings,
should a Iarge prairle fire, fanoed » strong
wind, spproach, i wonld be almost impoesible
to prevent the whole from belog consumed.
When I waa at Mr. Lowe's farm, ten miles west
of Morris on the trail to Tobacco Creek, prairie
fices bad been burning in variona for some
days, and on the afternoon of the day I was there
(3ept. 30) a high wind prevailed, and an im-

oF RusTticus.

menss clond of smoke arcse in the direction ol
Tobacco Creek, and very soon a furious prairie
fire came swoopieg down towards us, travelling
at » rate which would have pat horses to their
utmost gpeed to escape out of ita track.

5 COL. WERTOVIR,

who Inin o of Mr. Lowe's farm, had pre-
viously taken the precaaticnto burn all the dry
grasa near the baildings and stacks, and had this
not been done, no human power conid have
eaved them from total destraction. X went out
to the border of the burnt grass to mee the fire
spprosching, bot conld scarcely see anything,
being almost blinded and soffocated by tha
smoke and heat even before the fire remched
where I was. It strongly reminded me of the
zcenes which I had witnemed durlog the great fire
near Ottawa in Auguet, 1670, In maoy places
the setilers are in the babit of ploughing » strip
of laod mround their boildipge and stacks, and
thiz is sufficient protection from ordinary fires:
but it sometimes happens that *

THE FIBE, FANNXD BY A GALE,

leaps across the strip of ploughad land and con.-
sumes tha stacks or buildings which It was intend-
ed to protect. Prafrie fires (and some very mis-
chisvous ones} are often started in the spring by -
persous desirous of clearing the old withered
grass froma off meadow lands where they intend
to cut their hsy {n the following summer, This
mods of clearing meadow lands of their last zea.
son's crop should be prohibited, for although it
may save & little present Isbor, it often. canses -
the destruction of large numbers of young trees
which would in & faw years be of great valua to
t}"i{‘!t;:].!wnEr::l that the borning

eve aleo that the ing of the old gramss
on the land is injuriona to the succeeding crop,
more especially i places whers there is alresdy
too much alkall, I have also often chserved
places in » portion of the field whers the
old grass had not been burnt last year, that the
young grass chowed a much more vigorous
growth than in Eehm ‘where it had been burnt
off, This might ¥ accounted for hy the
old grass bolding the snow during the eevers
cold westher of winter, whils in places where
the grasa bhsd been bomt the wind blew the
snow all away, leaving the roats of the grass too
much expeed,

What [ would proposs

IN ORDEE TO PEEVENT THR BEXPRATRD LOEATS

from prairie fires is a statuts prohibiting the
burnlng of grass on the fields from the middle
of Beptember to the firat of June following.
From the first of June nntil the grass s kill.d
by frost, fires will net mn.ovi.nﬁ to the gracs
and weeds belngtooiﬁ%en to burn. "' F.re
brakes,”. to tect bulldings, stacks, fences and
forests, sh ba made abouat the beginning ol
September by cuttiog with 3 mowing machice
a strip of grans several rods in breadth, around
the places requiring protection, and then bun-
ing mown grass where it Ly. and thuoa se-
carisg & atip of burnt land all around the
farmer's pre while there was no danger of
the fire spreading owiog to the green conaltion,
of the adjacent grasa. It would also be well
for the local aathorities to cause to be cut ani
burnt pumerous strips of graes across the opes

airies and uﬁu.nd timbered lnpda, which wook}

ve the ¢Fedt of confining fres to s smal
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space should they chanos to be stazted by zosd-
dent or ot.l:llg'ﬂi:: hl beli'an that ‘Iiho prr:::n-
tion of prairie one of primary im ce
wuntho pl:mpla of the HoﬁrWelt_. | should
secure the eazly attention of thoss in authorty.

—

QENT PER CENT—AX ATTACK BY A MN8QUITO
HORDE-—AN XFFICIENT BERVANT—WAITIMG
FOB PATMENT, J .

Si2,—Farly on the morning of Wednesdsy,
August 13th, after ridiog about a mile over
moqt besutiful and fertile rolling and partially
wooded country, I resched the house of Mr,
Alfred Morton, nesr Lo the site of the foture
8t Clair City. Belpg wearied as well as
huongry, I walted here for Lreakfsst, and also

s fresh supply of cooked provisions,
which I got at very reasonable rates, consideriog
the high prices psid here for raw material. Fort
Ellice. distant thirteen miles,is the nearest place
whars supplies can be got, but the prices charged
at the Hudson Bay Compsny's stores. (where
they have no competition, as is the case here)
are yach as tend to lighten your pocket without
over-welghting your travelline beg. Oune of the
sottlers bere went to Fort Ellice to purchase
common salt and had to pay $2 for twenty pound
weight ; I paid mysell twenty-five cents for a
pound of sogar which I bought there on the
afternnon of that day. The price of flonr is $6

¢ 100 pounds, whish cost the Company but

1.25 delivered at theirxtore by the steamboats
from the portage, 100 per ceat. profit on sales
bere seeming to be considered

ABOUT THI FAIR THIXG,

but In some other places larger profits are
sought and obtained.

After breakfast Mr, Morton took me m,{‘:d
to see his growing crops, which wero very fine,
altbough mostly growing on land ploughed for
the first time last spring. He stated his inten.
tion of abandoning in foture the custom of
ploughing Iand nearly s year before it is sown
with grain, which has hitherto baeu almost the
universal custom on prairie lands, ssit was a
needless wasta of time and labor, upedxllﬁ in
thie part of the country. The nll'ey of the Bird
Tail Creek bers in sboat 200 feet deep, but the
banks are pot nearly so steep as they are eight
miles further down, in the Bicux Reserve,

BY. OLAIR CITT e

at this time conslsted of three all unfin.
ished.the walls of several others,and a few tents.
The Bird Tall ls very rapid here, and haviog a
cousiderable volume of water, furnishes the best
water power that 1 have seen in the North-
W eat, except .on the Winpipeg river in Kewat-
tia. There are also on its banks numerous
springs ol the best water ] have tasted in this
sountey, andsequal to any I have seen In the
Ottawa vnﬂuz‘.] ?

After a sbort delay st Bt Chir City, I
:t‘and for Fort Ellice, socompanled by an army

THRE MOST FEIREQCIOUS KOAQUITOES

T have yet pecn, whose appetites seemed to be
whetted by the warm, murky weather, acd
which, out of eplte apparently, wresked their
vengeance on wy little mostang because my net
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provented them from bleeding mysell. Their
tortares made bim very restless, snd to asalstin
driviog awsy his tormentcra, I got a willow
bush and with it brushed his sides, shonlders sad
neck, but could not reach those that attacked
the under part of bisbelly. The poor animal in

ing to dirive thess away by a forward fling

th his hind feet, atruck my beel twice with his
hoofs and to prevent further damags I die-
mounted, preferring to walk rather than be kicked
in this manner. I not gome far when he
alter several trinls, moceeded in placing hisbind
foot fn the atirrup and nearly threw himscif on
the gronod. .

About seven mmiles from Bird Tail Creek 1
crossed the dry bed of what is somelimes a con-~
siderable stream, flowing in mdeep valley called
8naske Creek. The quality of the soil had
hitherto been very good, although in scme
places rather atony, but afier this the stoay
plﬂ.chts b-eti:ma ‘much too {irfquent, w[i]lh ocea-
rlonal patchea of poor sandy or gravelly land.
‘When within less than fonr miles from

TORT ELLICK,

the ground begins to decline towards the Arel-
niboine, and the Fort is seen in the distance,
stemingly in the bottom of a wide valley ; but
when you get nearer you discover that a very
large valley intervenes, which {3 about & mile
wide and 200 feet below the Jevel on which Fort
Ellice is built, Both backs of this lower valley
ars almokt li‘rwipltom, nod the weat bank well
wooded, he road up and down these backs
had to be made in & 2ig.zag fashion at coneider-
alfle coat by the Hudson Eay Company, yet the
work of drawing a load up thess hilrl‘h very try-
fog on horses and oxen, The bottom of this.val-
ley is quite level and exceedingly fertile, but all
covered over with brushwood, except where the
officers of the Hudson Bay Compsoy have a
considerable farm. The sun had begun to shine
out m%lendenuy before I reached this walley,
which had = most lovely appearance when
viewed from the high lands on either side. ‘ The
tortuons course of the Assiniboine as it winde
abont in this valley is seen for several miles
up sod down, and the first bridge acroes that
river occurs at this place, and is the best bridge
I have neen in this conntry ; yet, no toll is col-
lected from passengers or teawms croesing over it.

When croesing over tbis bridge I met with an
Euoglishman named Thomas Frost, whoss tent
was pitched on the banks of the river. After a
;hort conversation with this man, I learned that

o was - L 2

A GOVERNMEST DITICIIVE,

rent out by S.r Jobn A. Macdonald to keep him
informed how Government cfficiala deport them-
relves when far from the sest of Government.
He read to me several extracts from communi-
cstions which he had forwarded to hesdquarters,
but ‘althongh they contained a great deal that .
was true regarding the failings of hix mas-
ter's servants, vet it was often too high-
ly colored.- He waa acling sa a
correspondent to two papers published in Eog-
land, and if the rraders of these papers place
much reliance on the etatements of this man
the r loyalty will be undoubted il sy of them
will in future ecttle on the Canadian side of the
boundary Hoc. I afterwards heard rather
curions storles about this individual, sad if the
(Govarnment have mapy mors such employees in
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the North-West the sooner thers is u change the
better it will be for all honest people, Govern-
ment officlals in this portion of the Dominion
shonld be men of undoubted iotegrity as well as
loyalty, and those who are otherwise should be
sent to sowe older settlement, whers they canvot
do s0 much harm, and where their misdemesnors
will more readily reach the sars of their superiors.
Ty the way, the American Government ought to
rewnrd Mr, Frost for his sxertions in their bebalf,

There were, at the time of my visit to this
place, aboot 100 ** tepees,” or Indian huts, with-
in sight of Fort Ellice, These Indians had come
here to recelve their annaities ; but, although the
date when the paymsots should be made had
already been passed twelve days ago, there was
no word or mign of the Government agent with
the mooey. Captain Herchimer nnd a rquad of
Nerth-West Mounted Police, from Shosl Laks;
were camped here to keep watch over the doings
of -

‘“PooR BUsNGEY LO,”

wbo showed no eigns of canelng troabls {f sop-
lied with food, which the officers of the Hadson
ay Company hsd been doing tince the date
when tne yesrly psyment should have been
made, snd Do doubt their profits will bs large
on these transactions when the Government
comes to mettle with them, Thess Indiaos had
come to Fort Ellice some time befors the date
fixed for receiving their sanuities, and being on
the border of starvation they helped themsaelves
to four head of fat cattle belonging to the Hon,
Mr. McKay, but which they thought wers Gor-
.erpment atock. This act of appropriation was
done civilly but determinedly, and gave a grest
deal of uneasiness to Capt. Herchimer, bat that
officer did not like to interpoes his ln\‘:urity be~
tween starving Indians and fat beef critters,

The country around and beyond this point has
smple suppties of wood, but the soil is mostly of
ioferior quality and in some cases is » bare randy
waste, Exceptin the immediste vicinity of the
river, I don't believe there will bemnch settle-
ment done hers for several years, although the
lind on the whole is equal to many settled
portions of the eastern provinces,

Having gone as far as I wanted lowardsthe
west I turned back scroes the Assiniboine and
tried to find an sld trail, which was ssid to lead
from this point to the Pelly Crossing on the
Bird Tail Creck, near the Riding Monntaine, but
nfter considerable ssarch, had to civeit up and
return by the way I came. When I reached the
valley of Boake Creek it was gettiog dark, and
being clondy and warm, the moequito army re-
newed their attack of the forenocon,which putmy
Eony nearly wild, so I thopght it best to camp

era rather than prosecnte my journey seven
miles further under such circumatances,

Montreal, Nov. 21st, 1879,

AN OBDINARY ECEFR AT THE WINNIFEG POST-
OFFICE—NEEDED) POBTAL RIPOENS,

818,—Whila reading In the Wirszaa of Tast
Saturdsy how rpeedily mail matter I dfstribu-
ted, delivernd, or despatched iu the Montreal
Post-office, I was reminded of the very different
way tba{w:'!o thess thinge in Manitobs, sspecially
st the Winnipeg Post-office, where the delnys
are very
cause cinsiderabls lova to the people of that pro-

ing to the patience, and frequentiy.

oF Rusricus.

vincs. The malls from the East geuerally reach
Winnipeg aboat midaight, and when the Post-
office opens at sight o'clock the following morn-
ing & number of people enter it to get their
letters before going to their ordinery avocations,
bot often they find that the general delivery
wicket remasins closed until mear nige, ms the
clerks are too busily eogaged in sorting the
previous night's mail. When the wicket is
opened thers is #uch & crowd pressing around it
a2 to resemble the window of a polling-place
during elections twenty years sgo. T'wo clerks
are vsually placed to serve the genmeral public
uptil the first crosh i over, but sometimes there
ii only ons to serve, '

THS YAGER OROWD,

The person standiag naxt to the wicket calls ount -
his name, and the clerk ]iuﬂl a handfual of letters
{rom a pigeon-hole and looks them over. Fer-

‘| hapa the waiting individosl gets all kis letters,

but sometimes he does not get them until two or
three days afterwards, or it may be not atall
{sa I have found by experience). When the .
handful of letters is examiped the clerk goes to
ancther and larger pigeoa-hols, and takes out of
it an armful of newnpapers and looks them over
ona by cue, returns them to their place, and in.
forms the waiting individual t there is
nothing more for him. The latter is not, how-
ever, to be puf off g0 readily, as he has been de-
puted by several of his neighbors to ask for their
msll, snd the clerk has sgain to go over the
same process of pearching for letters and papers
for each of these. The first person retires from
the wicket (sometimes a difficult tsak, owing to
ths esgerness of the crowd behind him}, and
anolher takes h: &lsca. while the post-otfice
man goes throogl e mame tedious process as
befors. I have pometimea waited half an hour
before I could get near emough to the wicket to

receive my letters and rs. Oltea the
eastern papers wers not sorted until noon ;.
0 had to retwrn w»gsin in the afer-

noon, or leave the city -without them.
The mechanics and laborers generally call at
the post-office between the hours of twelve mnd
one o'clock, when thers i= apnother jam at the
wicket, but only one clerk to attend to all their
wants, which often includes selling postage
stamps, snd receiving or delivering register.d
lstters. I have cb severa! occasions remained to
watch the eagerness of the r workmen to get
noray to their dinner or work, but in some casia
they are detained over fifteen minutes before
geiting their tarn. I believe that during the
greater part cf the summer an average of five or
X persons were kept waiting in Winnipeg poet-
office during the honrs it waa kept open.

. Tha weekly malls for many places in Mazitsba
and the North-West Territory ‘are divpatched
from Winnipeg and Emerson, on Monday mora.
iog, but do not contain letters and which
may have resched there from to forty
hours previcusly, and such letters have to lay
aver for another week before being forwarded o
their destination. Forexample the WxzELy Wit-
w188 for Manitoba, leaves Montreal on Toesday
evcnlng-,mdgenenﬁy reaches Emerson on Satar-
day evenlngs at aix o'clock, and Winnipeg shoat
midaight, snd might essily be forwarded to
the West on Monday mornlng, in which cass
they wonld reach most of their readers by Wed.
neaday, or eight days after edp“b“uﬁm . but
inatesd <f that they are delayed seven days mora,
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Of conrse people gemerally do not cire for sub- |

scribing for papers that do not reach them until
- fittean to twenty days after publication, if at all.
At the ﬁqa of my visit, there wera i

OFLY TWO ERGULAR POST OFFIORE

in that of the North. West Territory immedi.
stelT joining Manitobn ; thess were at Bhoal Liake
and at Tavners Croasing on the Littia Baskuetche.
wan, Mrom thess two officea. over twa thousand
familles, scattared over ax many rquare miles of
territory, had to gut their letters and papers
The mail reached theas offices only once in thres

and was often o bulky affair. Mr. Tanner
told me that often 253 ponuds of mall watter wan
left at his office, My, Tanner s in fhe habit of
remaining at home ths dny after the mail arrives
to sort it, and also deliver the letters and papers
to whoever may call, Afterwards be attends to
his farm, and the post-office is generally loft in
charge of his fumily, who, I am informed, cannot
read the writing or the addreeses, and when n
person ealls for his mail ke {s pointed to the place
where the lstters and papers are kept and told to
*“go and look for himself.” Acting upon such an
fovitation people sometimes take mors than pro-
perly belong to them, especlally when they are
dsi)ntod to bring howme all the lstters and papers
bhelonging to a whola neighborbood, twenty or
thirty miles distant, To illustrate this better,
let us suppose that Farmer Jones, residing at
thae Big
the Little Saskatchewan Post-Office to get his
own letters and papers, as well as those belong-
iog to his imrmediats nsighbors. He examines
ovar the pile of mail matter, and finds that some
of it:is directed to H. Brown. Mr. Jones has

A NRIGHBOR NAMED BROWN,

bat he does not kmow his first name, sud to
make certain he takes Mr. Brown’s letrers and
along with the rest. Mr, Jones’ neigh-

's name is nol H. Brown, bot R. Brown, and
when he looks st the papérs which Jones
brought him he finds that he s not the owner at
all, as they helong to Mr. H., Brown, who lives
south-east from Rapid City, distant some forty
or fifty wiles. The stzay letters and . papem
are Iaid away to be returned at the Grat oppor-
tunity, but oftan have to wait several months
befors sent back to the fice, thers to take
thair chaoces of being again sent off in the wrong
direction. There fa generally pome chance of the
lettern roaching their proper deatination atlsst but
1 have heard of several cases whers §t tock afx
morths t6 do it. Bowe ball-dozen or more letters:
poated in Montreal last summer, and addressed
to “ Davld Cuarrie, Winnipeg, Man..,” never
reached that person, bat remain scmewhere in
the North-West, although the n to whom
they belong has made a good Je-l of enquirics
about them. Newspapers which make a wrong
start are seldom returned, and when retureed to
the post-office, are perhaps went back to the
publishers’ oftice Instead of to the person to
whom Mr. Tanner fnnocently in-
formed ma *‘that he had sent a namber of Waxx-
LY Wurnessxa back to Montresl, which had been
return~d to his olfoe by the person to whom
they ware addressed” 1 afterwards learned that
there papers had never reached the person to
wkom th:iy belonged, but had gone to the wrong
, and when returnsd o the office were sent

to Montreal instead of to their rightful

nd of the Saskatchewan, comes %o
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I have reason to believe that the postal busi-
nees was nuch more carelessly done at the Bhoal
Lake office, where the com ta from people
who get their letters an papers thers wore
much worse than in soy other place I visfted :
but I have very Httls nal knowledge of
the frregularities complained of, .

I believe that Mz, Dewe, the Jominion Post-
office Tospector, who was in Manitoba when [
left it, has had ‘s good many of theso frregular-
ties rrmoved, but I fear that thers is ample
room for & good deal more inthat line.

CAMPIRG OUT NYPEEIRNOES—HONE FARME—AN
INDIAN OOUNCIL—THE MISSIONARY AXD THE
QOVERNMENT AGEST. .

The night of A € 13th was the third night
in succesaion that I had to cawp out on the lone
prairis without either blanket or tent, and
short account of how it was dons may be amus-
lug if not instructive to your readers. Findivg
that night was coming on while there was still
seven miles of an Indifferent trail to be passed
over befors reaching Bt, Clair city, whers the
sccommodation for travellers was nome of the
beat, and kunowing that the passage over every
rod of the way thers would be contested by in-
numerable hosts of mwosqnitoes,

I THOUGHET IT PRUDEXT

to halt for the night, and zo looked around to ses
if there were signs of dead timber in any of the
adjacent blufls with which to make a fire, I had
to be more particular in selecting my camping
place whers there wers ample supplies of dry
wood, than most other travellers, sinca I hadno
axe with me, nor anything larger than a stoall jack-
knife with which to prepare the night's firewood.

When a suitable placo was found I nusaddled
and hobbled my pony and turned bim out to fead, -
while I kindled » fire with which to warm my
rupper and drive awsy the mosqaito battalions,
But firat of all I had to gather a stors of fuel to
last the whols night, s on the preceding svening
Ineglected to gather enough of wood until after
dark, when I found it was no easy task groping
arcund among a thick bloff of rmall poplars untit
1 met with & dry tres, not tco large for me to
pull down. By startiog wood-gathering while
thers was etill aufficient daylizht to look sround
me, [ generally got plenty of fallen timber,
which I drew it fo lengths of pometimen more
than twenty feet, and placing saveral of these
scrors each other kinvdled a tire at the point of
contact which econ burned each of them through,
when T .gdn placed the longer pieces acroes the
fire, and before I went to sleep they were all cut
into convenient'lengths by mesns of the fire.
My pext work was to prepare tes for snpper,
uwiog water which I had taken with ms in &
tin tlisk from a #pring which iseued out of the
banks of the Aminiboine, nesr Fort Ellis. The
immedists vicinity of water is generally chosen
by travellers for chmpitg ground, but I found
that where other poople were in the habit of
mmrlng they used up all the dry wood, so I
carried my tea-water with me often for half ‘s
day before naing it. After mapper

L ) I PREPARED A RED e
by gathering an armful of bushes or weeds an
spreading them on the ground %o lesward of.t.liﬁ
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fire, ndug my travelling bag for a
I would then remove from my panta and
any graios of wild oats which might have intruded
their anwelcome presence there, and yhlch they
were hot slow to make known by a prickiog sen-
sation on some part of my legs. By the way, [
may here state that I have known mev per-
sons who wers laid up from work for a longer or
shorter period, owing to the intrusion of a wild
oat (they strongly resemble porcupine quille)
throogh a hole in the boot, futo and throuzh the
rkin of their fest, Having gathered the burmiog
brands cleser together, then wrapping around me
» waterproof coat, and sdjusting the motqaito
net, also drawing » pair of socks over my hands
to guard againat the “akeoters,” I would lie down
to ele

One?n-me other nights whils campiog out, I
heard the prairie-wolves sloging Lheir aweetest
carole, but on this occaslon thern was nothing
unuecsl to distarb my rest except Stutt (the
pouy) and his tormentors, both of which kept in
closer proximity to my bed thsn w:s conducive
to slomber. I also rained some dtriog the
night, aud on soch occasions I had to sssume the
perpendicular instead of the horizontsl position
in order to avoid being drenched too much
"[bia mods of sleeping is not very refreshing, and
when frequently repeated becomes wearisoma.

At brﬁk of day I started for the Bird Tail,
and reached the dwelling of Mr. Chambers, one
of the Hamiltonian colonists, in time for break-
faet. Upop remarkiog

THR ABEENCE OF MILK,

Mrx. Cbambers told me that they ownsd the
only cow in the colony, but she had wandered
away two days before and had not returned, leav-
ing the whole sittiewent to drink their tes and
sup their porridge without Lhe coloring of milk.
1 afterwards {ouod several now seiticments with-
out s supply of milk,cauned chitfiy by the opera-
tions of the N. P, aod cattle prohibition.
On former years the new settlers used to get
cows from paming Montans drovers, st v
low prices, but pot a single cow, mo far as
conla learn, way broaght from Mlontana,this
semion, Ary 0 the wettlers who wanted a cow
had to go duwn to The Portage, and sowe times
to Winnipeg, from one to two hundred miles
distact, aod thers pay nearly twico as much for
bossy ss Lhery used to pay to the Montans
drovers.

From Bt. Clair city I took the old trall east-
ward to Shoal Lake, distant more thaa twenty
mues. For the tirst seven or cight miles toe
land waa v»ry fine, with plenty of timber and
slightly rolling. Near Ten Mile Creek thers wan
a good deal of wet land, ned in eome places the
timber was rather rcazce, but thare iz a plentilal
rupply » few milea to the northward from the

i, As yoa approsch Shoal Laks there are
also numercos a'kali apots, but they arencteo
bad sa in sotme other parts of the country.

When sbsct to cross the stream connecting
Shoal wirh Raven Lake I thet n young masn
named John Brodie, from Paris, Oot, where his
father is an elder Lo the Presbyterisn Charch. I
had met with him twice before, fint at Lomg
Lake and afterwards at Pice Creek, snd now
§1adly accepted hin invitation to enme and lndge
within Lis tent, s {t way drawing towards ¢y2n-

déllow. ’
wers

ing, and I waa both weary ard als- ==, Baef:»
roing to bed we emodged the tent, »anh

ofF RusTticrs..

MADR THE MOBQUITOES BO DAUFK

that they did not molest ns again before morning..

Mcr. Brodie and his two companions bad mads,
three juurneﬂn with ox teams between Winnipeg:
and Shoal Lake, in all mnore than six hundmiz.
miles, sinos the 22ad of last June; yet on no.
oceasion did they travel on Sanday, bat rested in:
their tenot wherever they chanced to be. I men-.
tion this fact becanso noch conduct is not com-.
mon, even among Presbyterians, in this country,,
and should the Church in the eastern provinces:
confirne to neglect its r scattered members.
out Weet, {t is ressonable to expect that more
of them will become Sanday travellers. Indeed,,
it bay almost become a custom to start on a Jong:
journey on Satarday in order to get oue, ::51
perhaps two Sundaye, for travelling.

In the morniog, after visiting the barracks of
the North-West Mounted [olice, I started
northward alvng the west side of Shoal Lake,
passiog over very rich bat mostly low lands,
nesrlgelll of which bave been homesteaded by
membern of the police foree stationed at Shoal
Liake. One of these men, whose tima will expire
vext April, had & *' bee” the day I passed, put-
ting up = hovse on his place. He was well
plessed with his_land, bot complained that tha
Government hufgermitte:l all the good building
timber In the neighborhood {more than one bun~
dred acres), to be taken by one man who wax
also = non-resident.

The lake hers is « very

BRAUTIFUL RHEET OF CLEAR WATHER,

with beactiful farm aites along the eastern
shore, where the land is higher than on the west-
ern eide. A protty large stream called Oak
Creek empties into ths lake at the northern ex-
trewity. This creek bas ita sourcs in the Rid-
ing Moaontains, and for the grester part of ita
course passes through a weli.wooded country,
abounding in lakes, ponds and mamhy sloughs,
After crossing Oak Creck I weut porthemstward
for about seven miles, without meeting any
signa of civilization, excapt traces of the work.
Istely done bere by = surveying party, who had
jost completed subdividing this townahip into
sectione and quarter sections.

About the centre of township 17, rangs 22,
west, I came into an ulder settlement than any
I had seen since leaviog Manitoba. Several of
theee farmers had been hers more than two
years, and were already

IN FAIRLY COMVOBRTABLE CTRIUMSTANOIS,

baving pretty large felds of splendid grain al--
most ready for harveeting.

Oa the“following mornine I continned my
course to the Big Bend, on the Littls Saskatche-
wan. Theland.hers fs excellent, but has very
L::e?umbelenmbwgﬁ itf?, a8 sOTE t'te!va sections

ave sa Eoglith nobleman,
Lord Elphinstone, who, purposes to make it an
immenss cattle farm. The people In the vicinity
would, however, much rither have people than
cattle for neighbore, as “thers wonld then be
greater likelihiod of thelr early recuring schools,
churches and gwd rads. A fow mlfunoﬂh-
wrrd from bere thers (s & somewkat beoentrio n-
div{’.ral in good circuinctaceen, who owns a good
Jeal of Isad in this nefgbborbeod and soroe sixty
or svraty head of cattle. N

A Bttls after m!! lay I rmach=d the Indian

¢ cear the Riding Mountain Houss and
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four.d the Indians all congregated in one place
holding

4 “'BIG TALK ” WITH ME. MARTINEAU,

the Government agent, who was to pay the In-
dinns their annnities the following I(ondqy.
After listening » whils to Cres eloquence and
its Eoglish tranelation, I left to visit some set-
tlers living south-west from hers, prominng the
Rev. George Fletf, the Presbyterian missionary,
that I would return on tha sfternoon of the
next day (Jundsy) to see the Indian children at
their Sanday-school exercizes. At the appoint.
ed time, 4 p.m. Bunday, in company with Mr.
Flett and his wife, we came to the place of
mesting—n small log dwelling-honse enclosed in
a field of barley, potatoes, Indian corn and other
garden vegetablea, The building and crope
belong to a young Cree who has ahown consider-
able aptitude in sdopting the customs of civi
lization, The Indians st Hrst began to gather
round the honas In considerable numbers from
the ad|scent encampment, bnt unfortunately at
this juncture Mr, Martinesu called atthe *‘tepes”
of the chief, wauting to have another “*big talk.”
The interpreter (a young Iadian in the employ
of the Hudson Bay Company, who speaks Ying-
lish, rrench snd Indian fiuently) waz st the
houte whera Mr. Flett was sboat beginning
religious services, bat » messenger came requiring
his presence st headquariers, and he had to go,
while a number of ths other Indians followed
from curiosity. Mr. Flett and I began to
-fear that the religions services of the day
would snffer for lack of an andiencs, but
ne s fow of the betterdisposed young men
and women remained, we gathered in fromt of
thy house and started to sing soms of s
hywmns, they singing in Cree snd I in Engliah ;
but there was no discord, ss the tunes wers the
ones usnally sung to these hymns. We had not
sung throogh one bymn when nearly all the
women and children in the eamp came up to our
place of mesting, followed soon after by all the
younger men, leaving only about half a dozen of
the older Indisns to continne the conference
with Agent Martinean. I counted In all abont
eighty persons, old and young, at our meeting.’
Several more hymns were then sung, and the
Rev. Mr. Flett, after reading s chapter in the
Cree lungusgs, from an Eoglish Bible, preached
a short mermon, but as I did not onderstand »
word ot {t, I employed my leisure in scan-
niog the personal. appearance of the andience,
by po means a very pleasing spectacle, owiog
to the mmonnt of sqawlor and dirt visible
Most of the children were literally In raga,
" though some of them had a seanty supply of
even those. -After the sermon the younger per-
sons in the compavy were divided into classes
and teachers put in charge of esch, Bome of the
teachers were more yoathfulthsn some members
of their claes, yet with & card in hand on which
.the Cree alphabet had been written by Mr
Flett, they pointed ont with a short stick esch
character and called out {ts proper name. Mr,
and Mra, Flett had each of them olasses of the
smaller children gatbered around them, to whom
they wers teaching the English alphabet and alan
to spell Httls words in &.z langosge., Mrs,
. Flets seemed to enter Into the work most
beartily, although her pupils were in such & con-
dition that few of the lady teachers in Montreal
Sunday-schools wonld care to tonch their cloth-
ing or persons with a pair of tongs,
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AN INDIAN MIBSION—BEAVERE AS A CAUSE OF
PONDB ARD MARSHES,

The night of August 17th waa spent by me in
the houso of the Rav. Grorge Flett, a ahort dis-
tance north from the Riding Mountaing House.
Me, Flett's house is one of the beat that I have
seen weat of Manitoba, yet it was built en-
tirely by >

. IFDIAY LABOR.

The doors, windows, flooring and part of the
shiogles wers brought up from Winnipeg, but
the logs were bewed and put togsther by
Indisns, who also sawed with a whip—saw all the
rough lumber peeded, and » madetonsiderable por-
tion of the ahingles, besides dolng all the joiner
work requisite in putting up the rafters, bosrding
sud shingling the roof, Iaying the floors, making
the door and window cases, &c.

On Mooday mornlog I walked sround the
Reserve gathering wild flowers, {which I bronght
with me to Montreal,) and observing the baild-
ings, fences, ana crops belonging to the Indians,
The two latter were mnuch less t I was led to
expect from the ¢lvilized appearancs of many of
thess people, but thers were several houses
alrsady built, aed the {log) walls for six or seven
wore Were up (the cornering being remarkably
well done,) and will probably be occupied
this time, at least T hope %0, aa the supply of

by -

clothing belonging to the Indisns, especially the

children, is altogether too scanty to permit of
their dwelling in ‘' Tepees” throngh the cold
weather. When fur-bearing animals wers plenti-
fnl, and their pelts brought high prices, many of
these Indiaps and their squaws were clothed in
broadcloth ; but the two past seasons have been
very disappointing to Indian hunters, and as the
demands of the belly are more pressing than the
wants of the back, the latter will have to bear
the bruot of ** hard times" as best it may.

I was informed that much wmors land wu!d‘

have been cultivated by the Indians, bot for
lsck of oxen to do the ploughing. It appears
that the Government ‘supplied a number of
ploughs and harrows (which I eaw piled up be-
side one of the Indian hounses,) but they got only
one palr of oxen to furnish the motive power re-
quired to pot them to good nse, besides hanling
out of the bush an unusnal quantity of buildiog
and fencing timber, consequently but little
ploughing conld be done. :

At eleven o'clock I returned to the Manse to

witness & marriage ceremony, whereby two
Urees were made one, (Lhat iaif they were not
auch already, as they had for some time been
liviog as man and wife, but wished the knot to
be further tied in a Christian manner.)
- The haopy pair were under thirty years of age
and decently dressed, wod in appesrance com-
pared favorably with many ecouples that are
married within sight of Montreal,

After dinner I went down to see the Indians

RICKIVE THEIR ANNUITIES,

a somowhst tedions affalr, sincs Indians, like
so many of their white brethren, are generally
willing to acoept more than is !awlully dee to
them, I wasnorry to learn that only three or
four out of this larze band of Indiavs had any
money reslly coming to them after their debts
were paid. It is brue that the money was paid
to each Indian who touched the pen by way of
glving & receipt, bnt the payments wers madsin

\



the presence of an szent of the Hudson Bay
Company to whom the cash was, in all bat three
or foor casacs, tranal in, payment of
ﬁ:ﬂa already
Indian wishea to make
he hss to
have been Informed that the officers of the
Hudson Bay Company are In the habit of giviog
the Indians credit to the amount of their next
acoual payment to be recelved from the Gov-
ernment ; thus poor Lo iz kept almost comn-
stantly In debt, and is upable to use his
appnity moneys in  purchasing from acy
other traders who msy have wares lor
esle. I do npot pretend to say that this is
sltogether to bis disadvantage, for, slthough the
Hudson Bay Company charge enormously high
pricea for the goods they supply, yet they are
generally of excellent qu:ljr‘y. and good measurs
is alwaya given, while occasional traders are not
very particalar as to the quality or smount of
goods given even when the Indisns mre payiog
twice its valoe, Itseems m great pity that the
Indians whose annuities are go amall ($5 per
head) could not hare an opportunity of giving it
In exchsnee for nearly ita worth of such articles
aa he really requires, .

At sbout 4 p.m, I bid good bye to Mr, Flett
and his Indian mixzaion, and torned Stutt's head
towsrds Wibnipeg, an arrangement which did
not meet with his approval as hie seemed to pre-
fer waiting whera bs was, to enjoy the cempany
of & pumber of other Eniu likehimself., As 1
rode away from this Indian reserve meditating
oa the scenea I had lately witneesed, I waa very
much impresaed with the nense of the large debt
of gratitude which the government and people of
this Dominion owe to

THE MISSIONARIFS IN THI NOBTH WEST

for the civilizing effect of their presence among
the Indians, who all seem to have great regard
for the sdvice given by the missionsries, even
while they continue to cling to many of their
ancient ideas about religion. I believe that were
the Gevernment to supplement the work of the
misrionaries by paying a nnmber of trastwortby
persons sa teachers to impart to the Indian youths
and maidess & rudimen knowledge of the
three R's, the services of the North-West Mounted
Polics might be dispensed with, in a few years, st
lesat in 50 far as {he Indians are y con-
cerned. The plan of doing the teachiog at or
B lan promsees in the States of thing » B0

e plan propored in the » Dum-
ber of Jadian youths esst and placing them in
some edociational institution, there to get a lib-
eral training. Such & course would_ I fear, do
sa much hacm aa good to the young Indians, =s

their surroupdings while at school would be so
totally diffetent to what they would find when
they retarn that would bot

remain there Torg, or if they did remain,
they wouoll returm to their former mode of
life in prefersnce to trying the mﬂébopﬁ-
less task of ingrafltind esstern customs into the
overy day life of & Western Indian. The very
ﬁupm of the tescher would also have s most

neficial effect on the industrial habits of the
whole tribe where be dwelt. I also think that

during the t' winter, when many of the
Indians uire & little extrs Governmest
add, it migb?qbe glven most advantageonsly

throogh the hands of the misdooaries
From the Big Beod in the Little Beekat-

chewan down to within & few miles of
Tanoers’ Cromsing, the country sonth-west of
that stresm in & beantiful ro prairie, with
occasional small bluffs ol})ophr, which are alto-
gether too small sad too few in number to sup-
Ely all the timber needed by the future ssttlers,
ut thers Is an asbundant supply of Gm-
ber scross om the north-esat sida ol the
river, where the country is pearly all wood-
od, with a large portion of it lately overrun
by fire and is at present a * brulie,” but if pro-
tected for a few years will be covered with a
second crop of timber., Thers are here nomer.
ons mwall and gramry ponds, especially
among the timber, many of which are evidently -
the work of beavers at some tormer iod, and
a few hours work with a spade would drafn &
food many of them. One of these lakes which
raw in township sixteen, range saventeen,
covered an area of more than fifty acres, with as
auch m:d“b;-n a mxrehy no:ifitiou. yet It could
drain an ordinary Irish epadesman in
about & week. There are no settlements that I
heard of on the north-esat side of the Saskatche-
wan, and westward from tha Rolilng River, ex-
cept two houses and 2 kawmill on the banks of
the Iatter stream, Eastward from the Rolling
River the country is more open, and thers

are a few settlers located on  what ap-
pears to be nearly all excellent soil—
bat mostly coversd with scrub,

THE BOLLING RIVEE

strongly resembles many of the creeky [n the
Gétinean country, Tha valley in very deep and
narrow, while the stream for miles is & avcces-
sion of rapids over s bed of boulders. ~The
banks are chicfly clay, with occasional layen
of sand and mﬂl A ghort distance up the
east bank of this stream there Is a comfortable-
looking farm house, with several outhonses
sround it. It belongs to s French pative, and
is marked on the last maps, and I am informed
that » few years sgo the maln trail to the Big
Saskstchewnan passed pear this place. There is
» small sawmill near the ontlet of this river, bat
it bad been idle for some time previons to my
vizit, becanse the mill-dam had burst. ere is
also a plentiful supply of spruce timber about
twelve miles up stream, from which loge can be
brought readily during the high water in spring.

PROSPECTS OF WINNIPIG AND RAPID CIYT
COMPARED—4 MERTIFG W TH MESAES THOMAS
WHITE, M P., AND C. J. BETDGER

THX
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the Presbytsrian mimionaries
est this year, although the field
has been enlarged sinow [sat year by the sddition
of aboot 5,000 Presbyterians, set over 2,000
square milew of new territory. What would the
late Des, Chalemers, Barns, and Duff say of such
conduct were they astill living? I bave been
thinking that the Pres Board of Home
Mismions must either have an overweening con-
fidence in the steadfast adherance of: Preaby-
teriang to thelr creed under the most trylog cir-
cumstances, or slse bave altogether too low an
entimate of the enterprize snd pinck of their
Methodist and Baptist brethren, or they would
not be so slow to occupy the most prowising
Preshyterian ficld on this contineat, if not on
the globe, :
Wheo I reached Rapid City the second time,
I saw nt once an sviderce of its I the
form of four new dwellivg houses, which had
been commenced sinos my former viait, & Httls
over fwo woeksa before, Bincs returning to Mont-
resl I have received numeroua lstters of enquiry
about

glven to »
in the North-

BAPID CITY AND IT3 PROAPIOTS

of becoming a larga city compared with Winni-
pez. Should the more scuthern (which Ibelieve
to be much the best) of the two surveyed routes
for the Cawnda Pacific Railway be choeen, it
will run for about five miles in the valley of the
Little Saskatchewan at Rapid city.
This place strongly reminds me of the valley
_of the Gatineaun at Kirk’s Ferry, except that the
Gatinean river is about twelve times aa large aa
the Little Saskatchewan, and also has about
twelve timea more timber on its high banks,
There is & descent of-about twenty-five feet In
the bed of the river in about two milem ofits
course hers, nnd & comaidersbls water power
oould be developed by the construction of two or
three dsms acroes the stream ; but sy mills or
maaufacturies erccted here, would require to
hare steam engines in addition to water-wheels,
as in timer of drought, the water in the river
would be too low to supply the motive power, ex-
cept in the form of steam, 3
As comps with Winnipeg, Rapid clty pos-
vessea tho following advantages— s mach
wore besutiful and healthy sits it has an abun-
dant sapply of stone and gravel for paving fta
streets and building Its cellarn.  Timber for foel
can be had at :l:mcﬁ less

grest
ad-sntage in the construction of water-works,
when the-city becomes large enocugh tu require
them, There is nu danger of ita sufferlug from
floods, while the very eristence of Winnipeg is
yearly menaoed by a sprivg flood, snd her muni-
cipal dedt is already asmsuming alarming dimen-
nions, camming high taxes, which with other high
prices will prevect the possibxlity of largs mann-
factaries kﬂi entablished In Winnipeg. Baid‘,m
Rllgid City iz muoch nearer the immense
fiedd of the BSaskatchewan,
whxch Winni

The sdvan

bedld the country is also moch

59

search to discover traces of tha handiwork of
thess oute gentlemen in the varioas reserve and
land policies which help to enrich ypecalators st
the axpense of the whole country. I fear that
Rapld City will yet suffer severely by the in-
triguen of such men at Ottawa in determining
ths rounte of the Cannda Pacific Rajlway.

From Rapid City I went up the southeast
barks of the river soms sighteen miles to Prairie
City, calling at several places on_the way, and
among others at the farm of Jobn Ralston, where
I found the proprietor looking ss well as when I
saw hin: last at bia house on the Gatineau, while
taking tho cepsus in the spring of 1571. His
remidence ls fIn Wionipeg, but he owus soms
twelys sections of land hereabouts {more good
land than thers Is in any towroship on the Ga-
tinesa above Hull). Mr, Rn!uf-ouf- ona of the
many persons who have benefited by the igno-
rance of Northwestern matters which prevailed
at Ottaws, but I believe that he secured his
lands by less objectionable messurse than were
murbet! to by nomerouns parties who have Iol-
lowed him, uotil the Government put » stop to
this mode of public plander. 1 hope that the
Government will yet cause an inveatigstion ints
these and other wayx by which the public lsads
wers secured by cunning specnlators,

PRAIRIE CITY

tontalns three or four houses, located on the
north bank of the river, and as I wiahed to visit
the Dominion Land Offics, I had to leave Btatt
on the mouth banks of the stream (bere about
sixty feet wide and from three to four feet deep),
and paid twenty-five cents to the fezryman who
took me over and back. A bridge has sinos been
built at this point,

About three-quarters of & mile esat from hers
ts Tanner’s Croesing, at the furthest sast point
on the Liitle Saskatchewan river, I had hoped
that the mall which was then doe wonld bring
me pome news from the east, as I had got nene
sincs leaving Wionipeg, but aa it had not
yet nrrived, on the following day I went somo
sight or nine miles north from this along the
banks of a beantiful stream which Bows in =
deep broken valley., Bome of the land here in
very fertils and there is an abundance of good

water and moequitoss. Most of the good
land here is already secured by settlers and
others, but some of the Iand s rather gravelly

for profitable cultors in Beazone,
Returning to Tanner’s 2 the followlng:
day I fou that the mail had not arrived,

5o I atarted sastward. Only three or four houses
were seen for m distance of sbout twenty miles
when the trail cromad 8tony Creek, about three
miles above the junction with the White Mud
River. From Tanter's Croming to Stony

Creek the land a to be , but most]
covered with mg. and is , or nearly all,
owned by private persons.  After cromsing
Btony Creek the land gets mors lovel, and also
the soil is of lighter quality (and In some places
altogsther too eandy for profitable cropping) ;
more open,

along bere leisurely taking a

Whils ridie,
gjwt in sight, I saw, coming to

look a erery ol

meet ms
TWO0 DOUBRLE BUGGIXS

{a rather amnsual in theee parts). When

the Loams w pear, I was both
prised pleased to see the well known, cl'.-.a::
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ful face of Thomas White, Esq., M. P, in therear
carrisge, and to get s warm shake of his hand.
My plessure was somewhat allojed, however,
at the aight of Ar. White's companicn in travel.
Not but Mr. Brydges {8 & nice gentlemsa to
meet with in any place ; but as he is the chief
ngent of a yreat landed ocompany, I theught
that if Mr. White had been saccompanied in his
travels only by some intelligent native, who wa:t
well posted in sll the wants, &c , of the setilers,
what a gtore of wmseful information he would
bave drawn ont, to be used afterwards with
great advan‘age io his newrpaper and also in the
H~uee « f Commons at Ottawa

I stayed the two following nighis and inter
vening Sunday at the house of Mr, Willisa
Campbell on the banks of White Mud River
which is here a beaatiful stream of clear water
running on s sandy bottom. The land about here
is sandy loam with sand for the subwoil, yet
pretty good crope are grown on it ; but it will not
stand to be cropped so often without manuriog
ss would the land near the Little Saskatchewan,
On Mopdsy I went northward some 18 miles
over loamy land, rather wet in some places, tc
the house of John Stephenson, near the Riding
Mountains, and the day followicg I made a
journeying of sorae eight or nine miles oo foot
alovg an old trail leadicg acroes the mountains
towards the North-We:t. The mouantaina rise
very gradually and are closely timbered with
poplar, #o0 that I could not get s view out on
the Big Plains towards the sooth, althongh the
altitude was copsiderable. The land here is
pretty etony in some places, but is much better
than in many of the settlements not far from
Montreal.

AN USCOMFORTABLE JOURNRET.

8B1e,—While stayiog at the farm of Mr. Jobn
Btephenson, south-east of the Riding Mouautains,
I observed among his cattle two very fine grade
cown, which he said were Montanss that he had
booght from a drover in the Spring of 1877 for
$30. Une of them was only & calf at thst time,
but now she is nearly as large as her mother, and
the amwount of milk which I taw en fro
that heifer wonld surprise most of the milkmen
around Montresl, very few of whom own a more
valuable cow than Mr. Btepbenson's two-and-s-
balf-year-old Montana. I bave seen a number
of these Montana cows in different paris
of the country, and with a few exceptons, they
were the best cows that I maw in the North-
West, yet certain newspaper writers, not far
from Montresl, have lately been blaming the
Mackenzie Goveroment f{or supplying

-

MONTANA CATTLE

to the Indians, eecemivg fo forget the fact that
s large pumber of the setilers in the North.
Weast would be thank(ul"fo the present Gorvern-
ment, f{ they would only permit them to get
Montans cows as they used to do a couple of
Years ago, .

There are several lovg barrow gravel ridges
ranning southward from oppoeite thas emst end
of the Riding Mountain. One of thesa i
called the

BEEAUTIFUOL PLADN ;

but why it ahonld be called s plain seems strange,
as it is & nxrrow ridge about eighieen miles loog

oF RUSTICUS.

and from ons hundred and hity to two hundred
yards wide, with low wet land on each side, es-
pecially towards the east, which s=ems to be an
imnmense marsh“without a single settler, on cbont
one huudred square miles of country. There
are & number of streams ropning oot from the
east end of the Riding Mountains which locs
their waters-in this marsh, bot a few miles fur
ther eastward there waters gather into a little
river, which is again lost in the big grass
marsh,

Oa the evening of Acgust 26th I rode south-
ward on the Beantiful Piain ridge, for & distance
of about fifteen miles to the Governwent depot
at the White Mud River. The land to-
wards the West was more or less wooded, and
slthongh rather wet is all, or nearly all,
taken up by settlers and others. Towards the
east, altheugh there wers numercos blofis of
timber, yet most of the land acemed to be cover-
ad with water and wild grass, where wild geese
find a convenient feeding place, soms of which I
heard calling to their fellows, The land here
reems to be a wsndy loam, not nearly so rich na
the wet lands further east, nor so easily drsined.
The farm of Adam McKenzie, Esq., ajoine the
Goveroment Depot at the south end of the Bean-
tifvl Plains, on which were about two haodeed
and sixty acres of graio, wheat and oats, moat
of it ic the stack, while two reaping machins
with about a doten men were at work on the
standing grain. T belisve that mwore wheat was
grown on this fxrm during the past seasou than
waa grown lo

THE WHOLE OOUSYY OF HOCEXLAGA,

and fully obe-quarter the guantity of cata. The
following morning 1 started eastward acrows =
very wel country, some [ourteen miles to Glad-
stone, having passed only one bouss on the way.
The country bere is pretty will Hmbered, and an
there is a gradual decline towards the eest I
think it would not be difficult to drsin
I observed in one placs where the cart
wheels had cat through the sod, that the
running water hsd formed s pretly large
ditch, carrying the fine eand apd deposting f2
in the next elragh where it helped to improve
the road. While passing along hers 1 roet a
cayots on ihe road, bot be obligiogly gare me
the whole way_ and going aside a short distance
he stcod glowering at me, ba* as I turned towards
hirm be moved cff, and Statt seeming very uo-
willing to follow him ap, I turned toward Glad-
stone again, sod sfier cromliey a number of wat
eloughy resched that village a lttle after one

bad & weekly
without
getticg esick and quite fdge althoogh
otberwise ia s moch better bealth m}m Ilelt
innipeg, but I wee promideg myvell s ki
feaat -and & day's rest when {‘mld m
Giadetone., It would be difficolt, at lesst foe
bachelors, to {

I learned ¢ methieg aboot what
o the eastern world lately, bot even
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seemed fosipld while I waa ymabls o hear from
my family. ¥ at once despatched » postal card
to the Wirnipeg postmaster, directing him to
forward to Portsze Is Prairie all Letters ard
directed to David Currle, which might be
E the Wisnipeg post office ; but this reasonable
request was not compHed with, .
Ua the morning of Angust 28th, I proceeded
from Gladstone for mors than two
miles, to the borders of the ** Big Gram” whers
I got a good view cf this
MONSTER NEADOW
with its peemingly unlimited mupply of uncunt
hay. IIthis m-znh eoald be d'nged “(a rather
difficutt job) it would produce moed hsy than
oould be grown on ome-third of the State of
Kansax. Turning nouthward I came to the trail
between Westbourne and Gladstone, but found
it to be “a hard road to travel,” especially for
Btutt, for I had beoome so about
g my leet dry In leaky boots that I always
rode over stoughs and wet places, althongh often
travelliog conslderable dissances on foot when
the roads wers good, After riding for meveral
" mileq through mod and water, varying in dag;:ld
from four to twenty-four inches, Btutt stum
and fell while going throuch one of the worst
spots, which compelled me to dismount in waber
and mud knes deep. throngh which T had to walk
untilériergronnd was reached st Woodside, Here
I croesed on a f to the north ride of White
Muod Ricer, which is at this place a pretiy large
stream of black water, sbout righty feet wide
and Sve or six feet deep (& bridge hax been built
hers sioce I psased). There ars a number of
small farmas, prettily located on the banks of the
river ];e;a, butﬂtt;ﬂm is bot ?;mh land diy
enough for table cropping wet season ;
butnockrnmg snd dairying can be carried on
cheaply and extensively, -
A {ew miles

EiAST FROM WOODEIDE

surfsce alicali taken from this plain). There ia
also a mlt hers from the water of
which it been made ; bat there

to

it of its beitg vmed for domestic purposes,
E::: this point I went some saven or eight miles
porth-esst tn Tologan, cear the mouth of the
White Mod River. For about half the distance
1he trail lod scroes wet meadow land, with the
water about half way up to wy knees and the
hey up to my walst, There are no settlers here
until Totogan is reached, the land belog a half-
breed reserve. I was hurrying $3 reach Toto-
gan before dark, and walkiog throngh so much
water my fect suffeced the loms of more or less
skin, which wade it very uncomfortable trav-

slling.

I reached the river and was ferried over jost
before dark, and put up at the cnly botel in the
place, whers drinking avd gambling were being
exteoavely carried 0o, ae & pumber of workmen
were in at thet time, bullding a mill
aod & steambost. As I had sopper  before
reeaching bers (cocked and ats on the prairis in
the wsnal fasbion) I hobbled Stutt ard turned
Sim ont to look for his supper, while I wasshown
to am un garrex furpished with half a
d. ssu beds, In cna of which the landloed kindly

oF RusTiCus. 6i

intended that I ahould reat my we: bo?
doring the night. The bes-clot?:;r- wuz
;iated "lad[ KT;' oomc_h Huen tick filled with
ong wil , gunite com

rounded in the uﬂddlo likep:?am.:l(‘il l?::kit ‘:.(:
oue end of this thers was a pillow, and above all
was spread a double blanket, without sheet or
counterpans, or any other luxuriea or conve-
niences, 8o ‘emential to comfortable lodgings in
the Mdﬂ'm provinces. By s good deal oﬁborl

TEE BUMF IN THN BRD TICK

considerably, but not sufidently to allow of m

sleeping without rolling to ons slde on the nthe{
sharp surface of the nideboard of the bedatead.
Towards midnight roms ten or twelvs work-
men, who had carousing In the bar-room
below, came up-staira and took pomseesion of
the other beds, but it was some Hme before
they got quist encugh to allow of my sleeping.
The following morning we got for brea axt,
boiled potatoes and fried salt pork with bread
snd tea and some stewed pumpkins, As the
pork waa too fat to acree with my stomach, snd
the bread was rpoiled and burnt in the baking,
and there being no butter to asist in making it
palatable, I had to breakfast on the potatoes and
pumpkine,  Qur landlord {n apologizing for the
abssnoe of butter from the table, stated that he
counld nst get any to purchage in the neighbor-.
bood, but this I afterwards found was not ths
case, 28 the next neighbor told me that only two
days befare he tried to sell a tub of butter to the .
hotel-keeper, but that gentleman would not par-
chave it as the price was pot much less
than could be got for the butter at the Portage,
When I came %o settle for my bed and break.
fast, T had to pay twenty-five cents for the for-
mer and forty cents for the latter, which I
grudged more than any board bill that I paid in
the North-West ; for althongh I had formerly
paid ax much for & meal, they were both pala-
table and wholesame, I may aay here thatin

.| no plsce weat of Manitoba was I charged more

than twenty-five cents foram although
visddons were much dearer thnnei‘nLMmiatxa.m

LAKE MANTTOBA AND ITS YUTURE—FRYE PLANT
IEG—POSTAL 1KCONVENIKNCES,

The village of Totogan is situsted on & tongue
of land extun&m.g betwesn the White Mud River
sod Lake Mabitobs, which is some five or aix
feet in the highest part above the o lavel
of the water in the lake, It is probable that in
time this plsce may be of conmiderable import-
anco as it seems to be

THR ONLY GOOD HARBOE

on the south end of the lake, Lake Manitoba
itsel! sesmns to be » kind of over-grown pond,
with the water not over six feet deep on more
than balf of its ares, while in but » very amall

it is more than fifteen feet deap. As the
vurface of the lake Is about forty feet higher than
Laks Wmm. the draining of its waters Into
the latter be a comparstitely easy matter,
and [ believe that many of ths present inhabit-
ants of Manitoba will live to ase the [ake from
which their provincs takes [ts name, reduced to
very limited size, or perhspn entirely trans-
forexed, along with thy extensive mambes which
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turround 1%, {oto Jarge grain and psstore fields
and « xtepgive weadow lands.

Un the morning of Aognst 29 I set out from
Towgan to try and get » view of the Iake (which
on s-{orwer occaaion I had unsuoceesfully tried
to do), and after traveliing about a mils towards
the nocthesst, I reached a . house on the
borders of the marshy land, Being still a mile
from the open water of the Iske, and the inter-
veniug spece beiog covered with a rank growth

" of wild gcass, reeds and rushes, with more or less
water, 1 slmont gave uE Lopes of seeing the lake
at all; but, after thinking what was beat to be
done, [ obtained permission of the farmer to
sllcw me to climb npon the roof of his houss,
from which, aided by my glass, I got

A FAIR VILW OF LAEE MANITOBA.

After this I torned up along the sonth-east
banks of the White Mud River (o Westbourne,
parslng numerons farms on which considerable
grain had been sown ; but the blackbirds seeed
to get the greater part of the geain here, indeed
in some fields they took all the grain and left the
straw to the farmers. I have seena good many
blackbirds in this country and also in the Ottawa
district, but I never zaw such wholeasle damage
done by birds of any kind or color as was done
on the farms on the banks of thse White Mud
River between the Big Grass and Laks Manitoba,
whern the loss of grain by the blackbirds was
fully filty per cent. the past season. I may re-
mark here that the hlackbirds in the North-
Weat are rather variegated, having ofien white,
yellow, orange and red beads snd wings, some
of themn strongly resembling the “red headed”
woodpeckers of the Ottawa region. This
County of Weetbourne is & splendid place for
stock-raising and dairying, but is too wet snd
the blackbirds are too numerous for succemful
Enin-nining. This place was first settled by

nglith-speaking natives, but a good wany cf
them have mold ont their farms to Cansdisns
snd have goze to push their fortunes elsewhere.
Among the recently arrived farters is 2 Mont-
real merchant, who basintroduced drain digging
and is being followed by some of bis neighborse’

After going up along the south-east banks of
the river several miles past the villisge of West.
bourne, and seeing po dry road acroes the large
marsh which occnpies nearly the whole die-
tazes to Rat Creek, I turned back and the
pext day crosaed that stream, near its jonc-
{icn with the White Mud Hiver, a fow miles
from Totogan, and tisvelled sbout twenty
miles sonth-east to the thickly settled country
near Portage 1a Prairls, passing very few hoases
for over half ths distance It beiox Baturday

evening, and having lsarned that Hesd River ) th

fever was very prevalent at the Portage, I pre-
ferred to spend Sunday with the farmers & few
mailes out from the village, but even bere I soou
found that the fever was mors prevalent than I
bad erer kpown it to be ia a country place.
Hkl::':ng formerly l:x% » mevere attack of fever
- & young man, I scarcely anticipated any
daoger of another attack, but thinking prodence
the bast kind of valor, I kept away ae much aa
peadble from the houses whers the

FEVER-STRICEKREN PATIENTSH
were residing ; but on some cocagions, so anxioos

are people in this country to prevent the
of ary information about fevers, 1 d.lduat'm

or Rusticus.

otl 'ihuthwh noe (;::glu?h :&:“tﬂ after I hndleremsin-
s {in the houe or perhaps alept over
night in it, I had heard more or less sbout
fevers prevailing before I left Wianipeg, but kept
from writiog sbout it lest my family shounld b
come anxious for my safety. I believe that
more than twenty per cent. of the peopls living
in the vicinity of Portage la Prairie had
fever last summer—the direase prevailing chief:
ly among those lately arrived in the counbry—
and oumerons deaths tnok place, whils the foar
village doctors were kept busy attendingon the
sick. In conversation with one of these doctors,
he stated that the fever aroes entirely from pre-
ventable eauses, such sa water lodged in the cel-
lars, wells cribbed up with tim instand of
stons or brick, and the large amount of stagnast
water in the slonghs,

While waiting for the mail to srrive from
Winnipeg, I virited numerous large fields of re-
markably fine grain, and witnessed the various
operations of ng, ruch as reaping, bind.
ing and stacking. Boms of the reaping machines
bonnd the grain with wire an fast s it was cut,
but the greater number caly cnt the grain, lear-
ing it to bs bound by hand, which required s
large force of laborers, n.any of them being Sioux
Indisns, mals and female, I was icformed thas,
wers it not for these

" BIOUX HARVESTERS'

the immense cropes around the Portage conld pot
have besn gathered in the proper ssasom, owing
to the prevalemce of fever among the white folk.
I also visited the farm of Mr, Thomas Scis-
sions, near the Portage, and was shown his -

. TERE-PLANTATION,
which is by [ar the most extenaive of the kind
in this oounh}':y. This plantation is in the form
of a capital with the opening, in which are
the buildiogs and garden, being towards the
south, are over five acren already plant-
ed with trees, east, west and north ot the

ground, apd
slready form a complets helter from the winds,
besldes being both orosmental snd neefal. It
ix strange that Mr, Sclmdons has not

was first beoken in 1871, and
a erop of erain was raieed

spring of 1373 a
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plantation will become an extensive sugar bush
and the 8mbe‘r llgrm will be worth from $50 to
$100 sare for firewood, .

It 3: after dark on the evening of Monday,
Bept. when the mail from Winaipeg reached
Portage Prairie, when a good many others as
well aa myself went to the uéne,wben
we walted for about two hours while the
* mall was being sarted. On my enquir.
ing for letters or papers I was told that
there were nons for me, which bit of infor-
mation did not help me to sleep better during
the rest of the night. Oa the following morning
Ingsin visited the post offics, hoping that per-
- hape there might be some letters for me which
the postmaster on the pravious evening had over-
looked in his hurry, but waa agaln doomed to dis-
appointment. I scarcely knew what to do,but as
a journey to Winnipsg and back woald require
my travelling over 140 miles of romd, with
which I was already too well
1 ooncluded not to ga there, but wrote

saveral lsttere to hicndmvhloh was di-
rected to the Rev, Mr, , of Winoipeg,

i vixiting the dpw‘
offics anthoritisa and see they would for-
ward my lotters and papers to Alexandria

post-office on the Pembina Mountains, which
weuld be the next post office ia my posed
routs of travel. Three weeksaf when

I visited Alexandris post office, I got the greater
part of the papers sent to me and almo two
terad letters and one letter from my family ; but
all the other letters had gone to parts noknawn
and I have not been able to get on their track
sincw,

TIVERS—OBOBXISEG A TFERRT—TOLIOWIEG AN
OLD TRAIL,

On the afternoon of Beptember 2ud, I left the
beaatiful district of Porhf:di!:nl’rdria, g
south-west along the cld W;ﬁuﬂ:e
Asglgiboine, Aftar going about two I
reached the sand hiils, and heard no mors abont
fevers for nearly four weeks, when I again found
trsces, of them on the low lands esst of the
Pembina Mountaina, I may say here that I
have not heard of any cases of Red River fever
weat of the Pembina Mountaing and the Sand
Hills ranges, which run fn & north-west direction
from fifty t0 ove hundred miles weat from the
RBad Rirer. I bave po doubt thers will be
cases of fover ln pome parts of the comntry west

of Manitobs, as there sre in many places by far
too moch t water In sod pouds
which hare no vidble outlst ; bat, the
whols ocoun west of the sand hille, I be

of tho most healthy on
the globe, and especially favorabls to such

wa are troobled with long oom ts or
i1beumatism, » After about mdles
pmong the Band Hills, w are bere pretty

Irishman named Nichol, and put up hers for the
might, a8 the mext white settlar was fourteen
furtber om. The next I again
:lrttl:!m..b-t-tstlb. the well- b banks
.A-!MM, lmprova
the further Imt,mdmmmw
Beserve, which balongs to
A YRINR QALLED BUNGAYS,

§ branch of the Oreen. T s rood
trat these

soumes with gardens

bad »

or Rusticus. 03

lﬁd most of the Indians
told they were helping at
harvest work). -

Towards noon I reached Fortney's ferry and
was considerably disappointed to find It consisted
of only a rough canoe-like scow, capable of carry-
ing over ounly four or five persons at moet. Ons
of the settlers on the Cypress River, who chanced
to be travelling along with me, me that all
the settlers in that section had to take their
feams, carts, waggons, furnitore, farm imple-
ments, and risions across the Aminiboloe
by meaus of this Httle scow. A waggon
or cart is always takem to pieces and cor-
vayed acroms the river in ents, sod
the same process iz gone through with' the
load, sfter which the tesams are compelled to
swim across after the boat, for which privilegs
they are charged twenty-five conts per head.
Some loaded waggons have cost near two dollarn
fare for this Inconvenlent mode of crosming, and
this msn Fortney bas been known to make as
much as ten dollars in one day with his little
scow, which oould not be sold in Montreal for
more than four dollars, I had to unsaddlé Stutt
and drive him into the river, while I, still hold-
ing the bridle tooklpmelion of the only seat In
the craft, and my fellow traveller got down on
his knees in

THE TOTTELIAH OOKCERN

whils Mr, F 5tood In ‘the stern to paddle
us all acroes. ls the water was deep

neglected appearance,
lsmedlbount (I was

> | enongh for Stutt to swim in, he was for going

much faster than the scow, and amisted to drag
it shend, but after golog abont ons hoodred feet
he took bottom, and for the rest of the distance
the water was from three to four feet deep,
through which he walked much alower than {f
rwimming. A

My companion and myself had each topay
twenty-five cents for the kind of accomodations
we received and I had to E‘Y another twenty-
five centa for Btutt, althoogh he had to swim and
wads the whale #ay, I wasinformed that thers
Is & Iarge scow capable of taking a loaded team,
being built at a place about four miles above this
point so that this species of robbery will not be
continued another re mon,

Although the banks of the river are hers
more than ove huondred feet high, yet a -
very short distance sonth f$rom the river
the Isnd i3 very wet, with the water-shed
in the direction of the Boyne river, which is
hers about five miles distant townrds the sonth.
This wet land Is chiefly covered with a th of
wiilows, with oocasionsl bluffs of poplar. The
tn[llou:l{:nmdto lt‘hc:'Boyn‘;Ifmd to be still
very wet in some p , and from sppearances
this must have been & hard (or rather soft) road
lh:n:a.vcl in the early part of the sesson. The

on

THE BANKA OF THR BOYXE
(which are here some twenty feet high) is
of good quality, and fu all taken up s far

south ma the range of Tiger Hills, which are
distsnt from to miles south-esat
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bundred and fifty persons have taken up land
here, the scttlement extending for a dlstancs of
abont twenty-five miles from the middle of town-
ahip eight, range eight west, to beyond the boun-
dary of the Provincs In townahip seven, range
thirtoen weat, Although there was a largs adult
Protestant population here neszly all summer

et the only person who had ever pmche:i
Iu this district belonged to the Montreal Wit-
sxsa, The Jand bere in moatly a deep sandy
loam, resting chicfly on m subecil of sand, bat in
soms places there I clay. A eomidenbl;fob
tion of Lhis Jand is very fertils, and will' produce
88 heavy cropa ss_are grown bear the Portsge
Une of the vigbta I spent in this settlement was
in a tent with two young men from Mootreal,
-who have each taken up balf s section of land ; and
althongh they have had coneiderable difficulcy in
moving in bere, they have gained cousiderable
in weight sioce lesving Montreal, * This settle.
mesnt is in & kind of valley from five to eight
miles wide, with the Tiger Hilis on one side and
the Sacd Hills on the otber, and wi'l be a
eplendid place for stock-raising and dairying, as
the cattle will have ample pssture ranges for
many years to come amony the hillson each aide.

When I resched the Cypress Eiver, near the
north border of township seven, range twelve
west, T found it to be a moderatsly sized stream
running in & valley some 70 or 80 [eet deep;
but about eight miles further towsards the south.
weat at the bend the land on the banks is quite
low, acd is largely overfluwed when tbe water in
the river is high. Being anxious to reach the
pottlement st Rock Lake before Suaday I en-
qnired of several of the moat weatern nettlers if
they knew of any trail in that direction, but
could get no Information abeut the twepty-five
or thirty miles of intervening country. I could
mee _acroes the large marshy track the
Tiger Hills rise in fantastic shapes same
eight or nine miles distant, bnt none of the peo-
ple here had as yet to cross the low
lands which intervened. 1 was tald that thers
was an old trail running westward along the foot
of the Sand Hills, north-west from the settle.
ment, but no perron knew where it Jed to, Oa
Hatarday, 6sh September, I started west alony
this trail nuntil past the surveyed lands, or into
township eeven, range fifteen west, but hnding
that it conlinued to lead directly west, and it
being Saturday alterncon, 1 did not care to con-
tinue my explorations into

AR UXEXOWN COUNTEY

on Sondsy. Still, wanting to see all there was to
be seen, 1 climbed to the top of the highest sand
hili to view the country and waa rather sur-
jrired to seo the valley of the Aminibolne & little
over a mile to the north, while south of me Lthere
was a conelderable extent ol level land, which
toroed into ap extenzive marsh near the foot ol
the Tirer Hills, which seemed to extend about
frurteen or flteen miles forther towards the
south west, and then abroptly sink down out of
\ght, at what I alterwards found to be the north
weat point of Pelican L ake, I retarned to theset-
tiement pear the Cypre sriver, and spent the next
day (Sunday) with them and on Monday marnisg
started sonih-weat, steeriug by my own acd
Stott's noses, Lo find & track acroas the manh fn
the direction of Rock Lake. By an error In the
Government maps I was led to go farther west
than Ishould, and came to the northern edge of

Tue LETTERS oF RUSTICUS.

a lobg, parrow manh, close to the foot cf tha
Tiger Hills, This marzh swarmed with docks,
which fonod a large field for sport snd feed
smong the tall reeds. I went a conriderable
way slong the north border of the marsh,
hopiog to reach some plese where I
could croes over to the hﬁh which locked
»o temptingly near, but my efforts in this
direotion were vain and I had to return back to
within 8 few foet of the west bend of the
Oypros River, at the dividing line between
townships seven and eight, in rangs thirteen, be-
fore I found land dry enough to crom cver to the
:xgh lands low:rdfn thet;outh. The creek which

ere comes ont from the Tiger Hills, allel
with the Cypress River, and about a mﬁ:rmz
from it empties into this long marsh and the
water flows westward until beyond the surveyed
lands, whers {t again asumes ths creek form and
flows north loto the Assinibolne. Large quanti--
ties of hay grow in the vicinity of these marahes,
which will st some futare titme serve tofeed in
the winter time the immense fock. which will
find rplendid pasture lande arong the adjscent
hills in summer, About four o'clock in the after
noon I crosred the namelers creek at the foot of
the Tiger Hitls and started south amorg ths
hills, where I found theland to beof fair quality,
although rather brmken, There was alto a con-
siderable quautity of oak scrubb, and a good
many blufis of poplar timber. T camped for the
night at a little stream pear the centre of Town-
snip five, range thirteen, and went to aleep lnlled
by the mid-night carols of the prairie wolves,

HOMENCLATURY—THR COUNTRY OF 'I."El LAKES—
THE BOUTH WEST LIMIT.

On the morning of September 9th I It
my tamplog ground amoog ths Tiger Hills,
sod, after travelling scuth s ahort distance came
to a beautifal stream of clear aweet water ronning
eastward In & wvalley about twenty fect deep
This is abont the cestre of towmship 5, range
13, weet, and wounld be »

BEAUTIFUL FLACE FOR A BETTLENENTY,

the range of bills n«dﬂ& surrounding it oo the
porth and east xide, a large open prairie to-
wards the south and west. Tbe sail is of excel-
lent quality, although not nearly 3o deep aa near
the Hed Eiver ; hut the water is deficioos, and
there s plenty of timber. From this creek
south to the alkaline lakes the land is an open,
wlightly rolling pralre, with timbered bhilla to-
wards the east, north and south, bot west and
northwest thers is an exteoaive open pralcie,
Some of the so-called alksline lskes sre very
beautiful, with timbered banks acd flocks of
wild geess fesding co the ahcie—I counted
twenty-ssven in ome flock. Bouth of the
lskes the country

and coversd with

After valoly h'yin"ghlar nearl
my way through the scrub, I was compelied to
tura westward and akirt the border of the pral-
rie land which graduoally turned southward
townarda the north.west end of RockLaka, When
within a littls more than a mils from the lake,
I came toa well beaten w trall running
south.east across the timbered . This trail
was & moat weloome sight to mae, aa 1 did pot
koow that thers were azy settlers vorth of Rock
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Lake. I took thistrail croming the hills which
are pretty well timbered.and the land Is of excel-
lent ity. Insomeocf the more open places,
thore are lovely farm sites, snd I am sure that
hardy varisties of "

, AFFLE TREAES
would do wall here, After Jess than an hour’s
ride I came to a large plain with several

Chatesugnay County
who cama from near ). -
Duriog ths syening I went down to see Bock
Laks and found ths water in it to be very shallow
and muddy from the action of the wiad and
waves on the clayey bottom and sides
banks are nearly precipitioas snd sbout two
hundred feet high and well wooded with o larye
growth of timber, sach as oak, Balm of G
poplar and ath. There are also numerons beantil
spriogs flowing out from the banka, The following
momgngI aet ont for the Turtls Mountaine, g;l:ﬁ
L]
il

¥

about Gve miles north-west, back along th
I had ‘come on the previcus day-—wi

leads to several haystacks to

:
¢
3
s
§
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me by stating that the last man who ht
to mch'l‘u.rlga Mounts by this mhhm
his way, and after wandering about for som
time wanaged to back to Pelican Laks,
baving in the meantime lost all desirs to go fur-
ther westward., Alter descending the steep
banks of the valley here and cromiog thes alug.
glah stream of bitter water which iasnea out of
Pelican Lake-~the water in this lake is 20 bad
that fish won't or can’t live in {t— I ascended the

ite bank just above the mouth of the Lit-
:Ie Pembina, which is a considerable siream
coming in from the west fn s large gully. I
bere foun d traces of surveyors’ work in running
the line between townahipe .three and four in
range fifteen, and going west along their trail
for pearly & wmile cums to the corner poat
of thess townpehips and those Immediately
sdjolning them In vange sixteen weet.
This post stands a mils  south
from Pelican Lake. snd about 200 yards north
from ths Little Pembina River, I followed
this Hno westerly for saven or eight miles more ;
and during the first three or four miles of this
route travelled over good land, but the Iatter
half, was over a good deal of dry, arid, gravelly
hiils of moderate altitnds, with fair soil in tha
lower places, .

From the top of one of these elevations ] got
the first sight of Turtle Mounts, l{niu&: little
west of south. I tarned Stutt's head direo-
tion, and zoon crocsed a cousiderable creek, a
bzanch of the Little Pambina, After
and sating ‘my dinner In the usual fashion,

od southward over an extepsive tract of

NOBLE-LOOKING ETRDA,
and stand between four and five feet high and
st a distance remind yon of the processions of
white robed girls which may be seen in Montreal
sirests in the spring. When T would come too
near t.hns, nyey would spread thdrm.ln?mew
wings an sway, utieriog a c:lli
which seemy to be half-way between that of
soulier, and sounds

from Turtle Mounts the Isnd got
of the knolls being rather
w0 good aa it is further

htly rolling and dry

ongh, deep soil as in Mani-
toba—yet it produces good 2ropa at present, and
not better, than In.k:he average poil

Ontarlo,
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travel much, bot shot half a dozen duoks io the
numeroos poncs which abound bero. The next
moroing (Saturdsy, Beptember 13) I was snxluos
to viait & very large lake, distant some 18 or 20
miles towards the north-west, which eome of the
scttlers aaid. was neatly a4 Iaige aa Lake Mani-
toba, but aRthough some of thenc had seer part
of it io the distance. mone of them had ever
reached [ts shores. It is called White Water
lake, from the white or rather sky-blue sppear-
mnce of the water in the lake whea seen from a
distance. As Mr, Scott wished to accompauny
me, we borrwed ao old cart sod ppl har-
ness from Mir. Laplerrs, and after copsidarable
trouble managed to bresk in Stutt mufficlently
to draw the riz, and so started on our journey,
but could travel no faster than s walk for fear
of wrecking both cart and harneas. We also took
two guns with us, but as we expected to return
that night, we did not take as wuch provisions
with us a4 we ought. After travellivg about
fourtsen miles wa got a slzht of the Jake, atill
discant about ten miles and probably four hun-
dred feet lower than we then were. For two hours

“~inors we travelled over s rolling prairle and

when about four miles {rom the lake camstos
steep descent to wnat waa evidently at onef Hime
the border of the Iake, which has since retreated
reveral miles over s gravelly plain. From the
highest point hers I got a good view ot the
lake with my g and conld d.ll'tincﬂy
" trace ita border all round, although with the
raked eye it ssewed to be boundless towsrds the
wesl, There {8 not m bush or trve to be ssen
within several milos of this remarkable laks, ex-
tept on sn island pear the morth shore. The
greater part of the eastern end seerns to be very
shallow, an bullrushes could be seen growing in
places here and there. I think that this lake is
about thirteen or fourteen miles long, and from
five to six miles wide, and from the porth-
eaxt end thers extends s long, msrshy track,
which, I believe, to_be its outlet [nto
the head of Pelican Lake. When we got
down to the low land we almost Jost sight of the
lake, and after travelling for about sn bour over
dry, gravelly, poor land, we came to the borders
of the marshy lsnd, yet were & long distance
from the open water, As the sun war near set-
ticg we had to give up sll hopes of getting near-
er the lake, and returned about three miles to
where we saw & bluff of timber in » gully, where
we camped for the night, feeling rather cheap
that we coald not continue our explorations on
the following day, it being Sunday.

UXOOMYORTABLE WEATHEE—OOLL PROSPECTS —A
MODEL POSTMABTEE — THE LA¥D IN THX
PEMBINA MOUATALT BXGION- THE MEINFOXN-
ITES,

. On Soodsy morning, Bept. 14tY, werose from
our bed not much refreshed by the broken
of the previous pight A ooid wind blew
the whole pight and a8 we had Do bed-
clothes, we were rather 100 0oid to sleep soundly.
We bad still sufficient one left for o
beeakfast whick we ate with a sest, little
to dyspeptio peopls in the Eastern
then started om our ]rmm{nl:om
about one o'clock came to w & yare
;y::z'-nmpod st & small lake near
® weat carner of townzbip one, range twen

i

er%Eg
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west, There we refrmhed ourselves with an ex-
cellent dinoer of bread and tes, with pork and
beans, which was kindly given to us by the sur
veyors, who all seem to be & very hospitable lot
of men. The or himseslf, Mr. Closts,
waa abeent, but that made no differencs so far sz
the food was concermed. Wae resched Mr,
Young’s house in the evening and found there
an Boglish miner named Norton, who bad jost
returned from exsminiog the coal fields on the
Syurie, He showed us specimens of the coal
found on the surfsce there, and spoke verr
hopefully of

THR QOAL PROSPEOTH

fo that vicinity, but wished us to ssy nothing
about it until employers conld secure their
title to the land where the coal abounds, To
ty unpracticed eye, the coal seemed to be rather
light colored and dull Jooking, like some of the
inferior coal bronght from Nova Beotis, but Mr,
Norton said that while camping at the Souris,
he piled a lot of the surface coal onhis camp-fire in
the evening and waa able to cook his breakfast
on it the following morning withont the addition
of any more fusl,

The following morning {Monday) I had in.
tended to start east along with Mr. Norton, but
8tutt (who had for rome time past been tacght
”te‘;edmhl: th'u:nﬁnbblth day az » dxy of rest)
en t protest againet the previoms
day’s doing sod alonk off with himeell during
the u!ghhond we did not find him uotil noon

wing Thursday. Whils searching for
Btutt I had ample opportunities for observing
the face of the conutry hers, woms of my jgurneys
land on the Turte

uring

A goc deal of lxnd about Badger
Creek(in townshipe 1 snd 2 pear the dividiog Lins
between ranges 14 nad 15 m)hudrudyia-u
taken up, and comaidersbls plougbing dove, with
preparstions for in seversl . Tha
next day at eleven o I the Cypress
Creeky ness the west side of township 2 range

remark that lpohznod
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few fest of clay above

it in mwany places, The
sarface seil F .

18 A RICH LOAM

and will prodace excellent crops in damp seasons,
bat I fear that the crops will be light in seasons
of drought. Suoday Bept. 2Lst 1 epent in the
Palsley settlement four miles east from Orystal

- Clty, to which place I returned in the afterncoa
to attend reliminus services held by Rev. Mr.
Greenway. Bible Chrst an A icister, s brotber
of Mr, Thomas Urecuwsy, ex-M.P.P,, for
Huron, Ont, aud now = member of the Pro-
vincial Pariament of Manitoba. At this place
I met with several peopla whoes acqaaintncs I
had first made while belping them to take their
effects mcross the ioce on Sn Red River near

. ¥merson on the firt of last April. I waa con-
siderably surprised to sse s0 little progress made
by these people duripg the past sumnter althongh
they reemed to be well anpplied with teame snd
farmiog implements. I don’t think that the
amount ploughed would average over

FIVW ACRRS TO EACH FAMTLY.

Bowe few bad put fa a Hittls on their
plooghing, and I think there were four or five
wooden houses within sight of the trail in & dis-
tance of pear forty miles betwean Badeer Creek
and Pembioa Crossing, yet most of this land
har been taken vp and & good many mud hots
have been coustructad on the homesteads ; still ¥
belisva that ovar half of the homesteads had, at
the time of my viait, nelther buildioge o cropa,
“‘only a few scres ploughed mnd perbaps a stock

or two of is hay erected on them, Except
at the B&?ﬁnd gyprm(}renk ssw no tim-
ber, bor even bush pear the Trom Turtle
Moantain to Pambina Crossing, a distance of
near seventy miles. Early in the spring, just
after I fimt arrived in Winnipeg, I went to the
boepital there and found one of the patients,
vamed Johnston Fenton, from near Ottaws suffer
fcg with his fest, which he got badly frozen while
travelling from Turtle Mountasin to Pewbina
Crossing about the middls of last March,
which ¢ate there were po houses to be met with
for the whole distanca, Fastward from Pembios
Cromaiog thers are a good many bluffs of tim-
ber scattéred here and there until the Manitoba
settlement ia reached, at the esstern bass of the
Pembins Mountains, This countryfa

4 MOBY DEATRABLE ﬂ:ﬂl
to Hre In, with very fertile »oll and bracing moom-
air, with plenty of good water snd wood,

is more densely settled than almost any
of the new rettlements in Manitoba. The

prosperous,
from two to four years in the
arge sres of land cultivated,

g houses srected. On the night of Bemu
16, I sto at the boure of Mr. Jobn P
son, of Alexardris, who has kept the post office
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siderable oxtent off the emstern alopes of th,
Pembios Mountaloe, Some of thess

OAX GQROVES ARR BIING KILLED BY CATERPILLARS

which eat the youug leaves as Tast ax they grow,
and have alresdy kllled many acres of excellent
oak timber. From Alexandria I went sbout
foor- miles south-east to Mountain City, where
there sre four or five boures and a small saw and
grist mill. From bers I went a littls morth of
enst for three or four miles more to the Men-
vonite villags of Waltine, where I stopped the
roat of that day and the fllowing night enjoy-
ing the hospitality of this uller peopls and
learning a good deal about their habita, customs
and religlous opinfone. The' resson why I
preferred ludamw& the Mennonites, when
thers were Eogliah-speaking Cansdiana living
within two miles of them, was, that I might
find out more about them, for thers soems to
be » strange and unaccountable antipatby held

msasy Cansdiang here agsinst the Menno-

oite villages of Blumenhoff and Btainbach, ia
the Rat River Bettlement, near Cloar Springs,
whers the people appeared to be

;! MOER TIDY IN YHEIR HABTTS

than most new Canadian settlers, but whem
spesking to many Csnadisns sbout the neat
appearsuce of these Mennonites and their sar-
roundings, they wonld apswer that the Menopc-
nius amone whom I had been wers the more
wenltby ones, bat it I would go into some of the
poorer villsges, T would find thiogs different.
Consequently, I'visitad Waltine, ss it was one of
the newest and poorest villages, and ] also found
the peaple hers both pest and cleanly. There
ia one custom, however, which I think the Men-
nonites would do well to abandon, that is, the
ratber common - practice of beilding the stable
sgainst the end of the dwelling honse so that a
pereon can pass ont of the kitchen into ths stable
withont expoaivg birzelf to the cold of winter,
or the rain of the summer. In e casen [
found that the wells were altusted in the end of
the stable next to the kitchen, and although it was
caref! boxed over, I fear that the water will
becoms more or less aaturated with nnwholesome

- | juices. The resson that they keepthéir wells in the

stable in for convenieunce in watering their stock
In winter time, and also to prevent the wells
from freezlog. I eaw po plank foors in the
houses in this village, but the hard beked clay
ficors which are kept well awept and clean, and”
seem to stand a grest deal ofwshﬂnz withoat
forming & muddy sur T alzo examined their
ovens, or straw tornels, and had the process of
hestiog folly explained. "Thess ovens (s picture
of one of them sppeared in the Wrramss a few.
years ago), are built with son-dried bricks (ths
process of manufac these bricks was also
explained and exhibited), and form part of the
partition about the centrs of the (man
;lthpnnﬂé;umdmbuﬂ.tn}m—dﬂedbrﬁkg

t requires the cocsnmption of abont two L]
srmfuly of wiraw to beat the propecly tz
twelve bours In winter, The straw is brought
into the kitchen and laid in a pile in froat of the
oven door, snd ome of tha Llit;le.folk, sr
women, is et to put this straw lato the
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-tven fn handfols where s small wood fire
has been kindled, and so sovn a8 cne handful ia
consumed anothar is pot in its place, and thia
process continues for sbont half an hour, when
thewalls of the oven have become so heated that
they keep the whole tempersture of the honse

WALM ENOUGH TO DO WITHOUT FUETHXRB
EEATIEG

for twelve hours, when another ** firlog up”™ takes
place, Bread, meat, poiators &o. are generally
cooked in the ovens during the time when the
firing is being dona,

I believe that these ovens are seldom used ex-
cept in winter, when the houses require extra
heat, and that common oooking stoves are ased in
summez time. Az the stables are nearly sll con-
nected with the hontea by m door, they receive »
good deal of heat from them In very cold weath-
er. The bens also, which (nhabit the stables. lay

plenty of eggs In cold weather, and the Mepnon- | W

{tex derive s considerable incomue from the large
amonnt of ezgs they mp?ly to Winnipeg, The
also make a good deal of the batter which
sold in that market, foe‘gx:.az sre wide awake to
the grest sdvantage of stock raising and dalry
ing in the Northweet, )

Eh.n.dln!ended to write about the religiona
belleta snd customs of thess Mennonites, but I
don't think that many Canadians will follow
their example in thia respect, 8o I need not'spend
time and paper over ik

2

THE OFITI8 AND TEEIR VILLAGE—THE ¥U-
TUBX UF THE NOETH-WEST AR A DaIRYIHG
COUNTRY — BOYNE ERIVER ARTTLEMENT — A
BMALL PRAIRIE FIRE.

The honse in which I stayed over night in
Waltine belooged to s widow who with her
beeband and children had cote hers from Bussds
& littie more than two years ago, but the good
man only lived a few weekw In his new home
when he was removed by death., Awthe family
wers 7ery poor, the oldest girl and the aecond
oldest boy wers sent to hire out with the Ca-
nadisue and by this means learned to speak pretiy
good English, and the young man seams to thks
quita nsturally to various English customs inclnd-
ing many of t{dr -h.mifhmu. I have been in-
formed that the elder Mennonites look with dis-
{avor on thelr younger bwethren and sisters, for
hiring out with Canadians, and means ars being

used to prevent i as much as ibla; The old
folk have a rather sad expm‘r:::)f w::mhmmca. lant

trut the youn le are about sa jolly and langh
as hea.rzﬂy as;p:cplt other young folz do. ;‘i‘lu
villages of Waltine and Bheindeff which I pamsed
throueh on this , conalst each of & very
wids street with about teag or eleven houses om
each afide of it, extending about a quarter of a
il irlength. In rear of each houre, and less
thin one scre In bresdth, the cultivated farm of
each family extends back to » ot lees dis-
tance, according to the working foroe at the
command of its occupact. As timber Is
wcarce here, thepe are no fetices except along
exch side of the street through the length of
village and "also a small enclosure or in
rear of ench house to keep the catile in at night,
and someof the gardens were also fenced., In
the village of Bloominboff, near Olear Springs,
the houses (tone 18 or 19 in all) are

EEs
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ALL ON ONE RIDE OF YHN WIDE BTREET,

and directly across the uireet there is a large
field femcad all around, and containing 320 acres
of tillage land, esch family owning an equal
share in this field. In sddition to this every
ove has more or lem cultivated land elsswbers,
whers it 13 most convenien?, or the scil suitable,
amounting to three or four bundred acres more,
The berdman of each villsge {x paid in various
ways, When he has no family he boards around
with his employer the way the country schoal-
master used to do in Lower Canade, s herd-
man at Bloominhoff being married had » free
house and tan scres of ploughed lani allotted to
him, and each man in the villags gave bim two
days’ work, either in epriog or harveat time and
also asmisted to draw bhome his fuel la winter
time, In sdditlon to this he got one hun-
dred dollars in cash, which ink was
ver{_.gmd pay for a little more than five months’

ork. Fyery morning he pssses through the
village taking each man’s cattle from the yard
and driving them out to the open praire, whers
he keeps them from doing mischief or siragzling,
and at svening he returns all Lhess cattls to their
different owners, each of whom contributs %o the
pay and bosrd of the herd in prepacation to the
pumber of cattls they own. On the following
morning &s I lsit Waltine I passed through their
herd about half & mils from the villags, and
counted in all 127 head which included only thres
oxen, the rest of the oxen being abment at work.
By far the 5 ::dnumber were lem than
thres years & very e petcentage
were calves of last epring, from mhpfl.n!ernd
that these Mennonites have not eaten rouch vesl
since coming to Manitobs, and in sddition have'
beentg g calves from Canadian settlers,
and thos unduly raising the price of veal to the
people in Winnipeg. The Mennonites seem fully
alive to the apperior adrantages which the
North-West possesses for stock-rabing and
dairying, but in their anxiety to get cattls they
beve apparently overlooked the advantage
of raising on]gl:.npeﬂut breeds, cousequently their
stock resem) ngx:'nuch the general run of
beel.critters in the vince of Qoebec, There

was
¥ORN HAY BUENY

by the ie fires luxt fall, on that low toact of
Iand lying north from the Mennonits settlecrent
to the Assiniboine, than would have sufficed to
feed, through the winter, every cow in ths whols
Dominlon which ths milk supplied to the
various cheess m l.r-d cream ] e?" taken
summer, 1 ta comparatively & v

rmall portion of the fertils lund iz lha, No:lg:
Weat ; but until the bay grown ca this and the
other extensve pesdows in that conntry has
been nmlf all o the cost of fseding cattle
there, will be only a fraction of the oost of
cattle feeding in the Bastern Provinces. The
cool nights and dryair of the porth western
suMtoers are reﬂ"onblu for making woperior
butier that will pgoodlong.mdiwonf;mt
be surprised if, within s guarter of a_century,
the batter made in that pou.ion of the Dominion
will nsarly monopolize the foreign butter trade
of Britaln. When pessirg thicogh Bbeindoff I
L saw & new rteam e wilich had
just arrived in the

the Mennonites had
machines the past season, From bere I went
some eight of nine miles north-west to Nel-
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acnville ovir & very flat bat rich farming country.
There conziderable quantity of timber here
on the benky of meveral creeks which lawoe
out Pewbioas Mouptaics. Nelsonville
is a thrifty Jooking place with s number of good
hnﬂdmgli:‘ltt;ad » considerabla mt'!‘ldo. 1
' baildl tod il
wers wore valuahle than the total valae of all
the buildings erectad in the fire cities throrgh
which 1 had last paseed., From Nelsoorville I
went nstth-east abont fifteen miles to Poaroy oo

an open pralrie with very few bousen erected on
it, althiuh all the land bas been taken u
Crossing lobacco Creek I followed the old
Misreouri trail boven miles more to the Boyne
River, where there is *

, A PERYTY LARGE KETTLXMENT

C-.l.di:;l.mm ol';o:‘l:nbmbuth
or years. Th » Eretty place
owing-to the large groves of cak which abound
banks of the stream, The Government
have made a serious mistake In permit-

#0 much valuable timber to be appropriatad
s fow individuals who now charge exorbit-
t rates lor building timber sold to the Iater
tlers on the open peairie, who have not a
gle scre of bmh lind. I spent the
two following days (3aturday and BSunday)
in the ne settlement, om the
afternoon of Iatter day drove out some ten
oiles south-west along with Rev. W, A Ross,
to one of bis presching stations pear the foot
of ths Pembina raoge at Miami Post Office (by
the way, post offices seem to be rather thick in
this thinly settled part of the country ; io other
hr:sudrmorou:icﬂ settled parta they have no
g‘nﬁm“aﬂ). services were held in the

use of two young Hootch geatlecuem named
- Riddls, who have lately taken up 9000 acres of
. and bave - started to farm 1t

R

pany

Large nninhabitad tract of wet land—sawe twen
ty miles wide—lying between the Boyne Bettle.
ment sod the Beratching River at Morria, Al
though there hsd been no rain to signify for
pearly two months, yet we had to travel ncross
pearly two miles of water-covered mamh, th-
scil in which was s0 roft in many places that |
e o eab rems crmelty o Beuts aa o ride
ilty o gross cruslty | tutt as to ride
on his back. Mr. Ross’ nsg seemed to have all
it could do to draw the buckboard with Ale
Res om it thruogh the inod aud water.
It was almost dark before we got acrosa tle
nwrsh and we were still ten miles from Morris,
bus ss Mr. Lowe's farm buildings could be sern
aboot  ue miles distant to the right of the trail,
I left be R-v. Mr. Ross to continaé his journey
to Morris while I turned Stuit’s head towards
Lowe's farm, where they bad juat begun o light
fires In the prairie srcned their baildiogs
an]stacks” The night was unosually dark, and
' sa I rodetowards the fire it seemed an exoeed-
fogly besatiful sight, at fir.t appearing mwerely
a8 & red streak, bot as I came closer I could sen
the red tongues of flame me they
leaped upwerds in the siill night alr, When

within & mile of ths fire Its’

BOAR BROAMN QUITH AUDIBLE,

althoogh it was & very mdllﬂalrwmwod
with the oomflsgration which swept over this
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Pano(ihs country on the alternoon of the fol-
owing day. I gots hearty reception and a good
supper and bed that ht from Col Westover
who was in charge of farm and felt elated
that 1 bad o more wet marshes to croes, asd
might now get back to Montreal dry sbod, al-
though iy bootes were out at the toes and the
l-gs of my trousers wers worn off hall wey up to
::odkneu':bwbi:d:l];zlﬂ.;‘g througch wai grass
scrubb, e while searching for Htu
in the vicinisy of Turtle Monnta, -

BHOOTING PRAIRIN CHICKENS ~A PRAIRIN FIRE—

HOBS1S FEOM OBTARIO—TROUBLRSOME COM-
FANIOKSE,

On the morniog of Tuesday, Sspt. 30th, I
went with Colonel Westorer to shoot prairle
chickens, he using a rifle, while I had 4 shot gum
belonging t0 one ot the men. Our huanting
ground was a plougbed Beld about 450 acres in
sxtent, which sermed to offer considerable attrac-
tion to the prafrie chickens. Parhape they bhad
some prssentiment cf the storm of fire which wsa
that afternoon to aweep over the surroundiog
prairies. They were very wild, however, and
would not let me near enough to shoot them with
s shot gun; but Colonel Westover conld spot
them st looger distances with bis rifla. I fired
unsuccessfully at several when fiylog past, and
soen tricd & new trick, O that & gnod
many of the birds flew from the ploughed land to
the long graas on the adjacent prairie, I used to
wark the spot whers u;? alighted and, going
straight towards it would come up aquite close
before they would fly, and thus I got time to fire
bufore they got too far distant tor the shot to
tske :gwt. I soon got pretty expert lo this

“ BHOOTING OXN TER WiNG,"

sod bagg.d ten fine birds, and wound up the
sport by shooting a very Inrge skunk.

On the aftervoon of that day I began to write
s Jetter for the WiTyxsa and while thos 8
observed that the aky became darkened and the
air (il of smoke which was furiously driven
a gale stom the west. Golog vt of the house
vbeerved & wouster prairie fire nn?mnchiu
rapidly from the direction of Tobsooo Creck, but
us & conniderable exteut of plovghed land [nter
vened betwoen the farm bulditgs and the long
J'ry grass through which the fire was appeoach-
ing at & two-forty rate, wa wers not apprehen—
rive for our safery ; but had not the dry grass
around ths bay stocks been burded the previons
evenmg, 00 human power could have seaved them
from destruction. I went out to the western
border of the ploughed land to

BER THE FIRIFIXND AFPROACH,

but was nbliged to keep at s respect{nl distance
owmng to the best aud smike. I have seen
nothing comparable tu this fire. excopt the great
fire pear Ottawa on Angu-t 17.h, 1870, The
fire swept past in a few mivutes gring oo towards
Scrstching River. Early on the following mora-
iog I climbed ou the rouf of Mr, Lowe's hoose
-nbdltouk s survey of the harizon all around—the
whole country seeming as black aa exce pt
townrds the north-west, whers lhcigfnh wl:n
too wet for the crass to

The land around hers is almost & desd lovel
with exceedingly rich soll of which Mr. Lowe
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owns sbout aixteen thousand acres. Part of it|
is very wet, but can all be drained at & moderats |
ocost. His buildings are situated near the corner
of townships four and fire, between ranges one
and two, west. The chief drawbackas of this farm
ara the rearcity of wood and water, for, although
thera is water sl around, there in scarcely a drop
6t todrink without first being filt-red or boiled
10 remove or deatroy the mpimslcalz snd vege
table substances which abound, Col. Westover
has had four holes bored in different placenin
the tarm, pinety feet deep to the rock, but the
water produced is nearly

* AR STRONG AB BRINE

1 had two guarts of this water evaporated
o s tin dish oo the rtove from which
there waa produced over a heaped table
spoonfal of salt, but it was too impure for
using In the hboutebold. = I also brovght’ »
pint of this water xith me to Movtresl, and it
is pow in the Wit~Ness office. This water hass
very active effect on the bowels of oostive per
toos, and perbaps it may be medicinal. Horses
and cattle take very little of it alter the first
time, An sttempt wss made to drill lato the
rock by mesus of a large drill auspended by s
rope, bat it would not work, as the drill would
not revolve with regulsrity.  The water to sup
ply the household and live stock had to be drswr
seversl miles from the big marsh. .
I might hers mention that out of a carload of
horses shipped from Uttawa last spring by Mr
Lowse, eloven had died before the time of m{
visit, while five or six more were unable to wor
but wers getting ronnd agsin. I belicve that
from one third to one hall of the horses shipped
{rom Qutario to Manitoba dis during the first
peason, and it seems folly to continne the impor
tatiopof such horses. French-Cavadiso ponirand
sorre of the swalier, more hardy and tough borser
from Ontario do very well ; but the large, loog:
flanked, parrow-chestsd borses might ag well be
ahot st once as be sent to work on the maddy
trails in the North-West, The advaggage of

-

70

EMALL HARDY EORSKA

over large soft brutes was examplified on this
farm by the work done by one pair of litd-
hardy horses, which had broken up mnre thee
one bupéred ncres of prairie land alone, beside:
doing & good deal of other work ; yet they werr
in good working condition, he fullowing
can-es wem to operate ngainet horees brooght
from O.tado, Drawing loaded wagguas 1
ovir jyieldlrg mud 8 very atraining oz

a team, and mauch "more so0 on lsre
horses than on small ones. Next, the
morquitoes prevent them from taking rest o the
stabiv at pight. I once tried to sleep kn az wn
occupird stable at Oak River, but eoald not |
mmcceed, slthough with my hat and morquito pet
on mwy hesd, a couple of pairs of socks drawe
over my hands, and my body wrapped [n acouple
of quilte. The way that the mosquitoes on thst
occaslon danced sboot on my vet and ruong party
tanes would surprise the members of pation
al society, and, ‘st last, I had to leave the baild
ing and pars the rest of the nizht at a smodge
with the horses, althotgh it was rain
The mud and moequitoes I believe to be the
chief cause of the mortality among blg borees ;

but {tis probable thstthe food ms water helpe
to a greater o1 lets degree.

ofF Rusticus.

Oa Wednesday morniag I started for Blorris,
scoompauied, for & short distance, by Mr. Luwe,
je , who hd retnrmed frum Emerson the previous
day  After going some dustance, he
posed 2 bay Statr, not that he needed him
but fearing that I might hasve some dif.
ficulty, mnd perhapy delsy, st Winnipeg il T
took him there fur aals, owing tu the doluess
in the horse market, cansed by the wvotorious
land regulations that had coms fnto force on
August 1st, which deterred {mmigrants from
settliog tn the comntry. This kind offer of
Mr. Leowe I gladly acoepted and returned with
him to his farm and left Biut' with bis new
owner. Ths following moraing Colonel West-
nver took me to Morrls in his buggy and I
parted with bhim at the house of the Rar,
James Douglas whers we had cinner, As the
boat from Emerson hed not yet arrived, and
shere being considershls uncertainty about her
movemants, owing to the lowpess of the water
tn Rad River, in the afcernoon I shoaldered
®Y knspeack and

BYARTRD OX FOOT

for Wiunipeg, walking pearly twenty miles be-
fore wtopping for the night, which L did at the
boase of 8 Freoch native who keeps » kiod of
stopping place aboot two miles north of St
Agwthe Uhorch, where I apent an ancowfortable
night with four or five species of vermin a4 bed fel-
lows, Une kind in particolar I bad never seen
bat once before in my life, s0d 1 hope never to
~¢n agaio, for they soemed £0 be proof against
sosp and hot water or the fine tooth comb,
and I did not get entirely rid of their compsay
antil I reached Moo I would mnch rather
spend ancther nivht in & bhloff among the Tiger
Hills, with lizsrds and prairie wolves o disturb
my dreams, than in that stopping-place in St
Agathe,

‘The next momning at break of day I started on
my journey, snd resched Stinking River a little
befure nooa  This appesrs to bs & pretty place,
slthouzh it has such sa offensive nam~; but the
water in the river is bad-tastsd owing to the
water received from several pretty large sals
springs  The sail here ssews to be very rich, bat
except on the banks of the river, is very wet [
reach-d Wicnipeg at sbout two o’dock, having
ome from Mirris in abuat twenty-foar
carryiog scms twenty-five or thirty poucds oo
my back.  Having arranged my basiness here, I
purchased

A TICKIY TO MOSTREAL,
haviog to pay ten dollars more for it than i1
were going the other way, viz_: from Montreal
to Winnip-g.

Having beard a good deal about the bad unsage
which second clam parveogers have to endure

voysge on the lskes Is not g» degirable,
Ua Moaday, tember 6:h, {hd- good- by
to my frieads In Winnipeg and crossed the Rad

River to 8t Boniface, and on Toesdsy morniag
sometipe bafore dayliznt embarked tn a box ear
tn maks the tedicus jourmey to Bt. Viscest.
The reascn we had to travel In & box car wis

becanse thers wers 2o cars st the
m%h@mmnkd!m
cwomirg morth the previona evening by dam-
sge doma t» the rosd by pralrde Eree
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Az we moved ilowly southward we saw
tbat & good deal of the country had been
burnt over Iately and that several houses, as well
a1 » large amount of fencirg, haystacks and
young timber had besu destroyed. 1t seomed »

reat pity that so wuch desiruction hed beem

ne when it could have been »o emaily prevent
ed. While the traln waa moving at [ta
nsaal slow pace, wes were suddeniy startisd by
violent backward jerks which brought the tralo
to s nalt aod some of nur party to s hoarl
2outal position oa the floor of the car. A
soon as wae ocoald we hsstensd to the car
door and found that the two care In rear of
us bad got off the track, the farthest back ome
having turpea over, bat the ove pext to us war
atill right aids up, » very lucky srrangement for

tha twenty.five or thirty passcngerd who were |

boxed up In it and were genanlly
MORE SCABED THAN HURT.

A fter considerable delay the pamsengers [n this
car wero transfe to the car in which we
wers, and to a plstform ocar in front of us, and
we ded on to Bt, Vincent to find that we
were too [ate for that day's train for Daluth and
Bt. Paul. Had it not besn for the detention or
the Penhina branch, I woald have reached
Montreal a whole week soonezr,

BOMNE BOUOH EXPERIEXOES ON A VESNKL OF THE
BEAT(T LISR—HOME AGAIN,

After twenty four bours detention at the
boundary line, during which time [ again visited
the fonr cities (ln prospect) of Emerson, Weat
Lyn, Pembios, and 8t. Visoeat, I started sonth
on the St. Paul and Magitoba Railway, pasiog
8 good many prairle fires by the way. Owing to
the amoky conditios of the ltmt.]g:ozu, I did not
soe much of the country until Crookstown waa
reached,

WHERN THE BATLWAY OBOSSES RED LAKE BIVER

» shott distance above Fishers Landiog, This
place has developed wonderfully since spriog
and the country around seems to be pretiy well
settled, but the soil is rather shallow, resting
opon & whitish gravelly clay The light crop of
ris grass In places whers it had not been barnt
the recent fires, showsd pluinly that the land
here is not nearty so fertile as in the greater part
of Manitoba. "The conntry here’ls nearly a dead
level, tha well water not desirable, and fovers
are saald to vall

We reached Glyndon s littls after dark and
traosferred onrselves to the care of the Northern
Pacific Railwey,and soon started ssst ward reach-
ing Braloard sbout three o'clock the following
motniog. . The train waa delayed bere for some
time mﬁ'f walked around som-, although it waa
yet dark This place is perttily situstsd smongst
plns and spruce trees, the whits pine treea being
eepecially attractive to me, 88 I had not seen soy
for over six moyuths, The country aboat here
seemns to be rather low and wet, and I was in-
lormed that fevers prevall to some extent. The
road from bere to Thompeon ls through a rather
pulnviting wooded country, whers there is no
Lack of gand or water.

From Thowmpeon to Dulath the railway passes
down aloog the banks of & very rapid river, very
beantifal to bebold. The Jouroey over this part
of the road is rather excitirg, and some adrentn-

orF Rusticus. 1

rous Iady travellers got on the locomotive to get
THR YULL BENIFIT FEOM THE WHOCK

given to thelr nerves as the traln turss sharply
round rome protruding point on the banks, or
lides rapidly scross yawning charme on frail-*
fool:l.ng xruu{ work, more than one hundred feet
high.

Dalath shows signe of having seen much better
times, and at present coutalos aboot 2 500 {n-
habitante. It 1s ballt chisfiy on the sloping
sldes of a rather rogged mountaln, and soma of
the houses are soveral hundred feet abuve the
lake. I bad been recommended by several per.
sons In Manitoba, to put op at the Wakelin
House if I was detained in Daluth, as good
board and scoommeodstions conld be bad at very
moderate rates, and I found the place [ally up to
my anticipstions in every way. ;

An the Dominivn Government hava very ex-
tensive and well appointed bulldings rented
from the Northern Pucific Railway (lompaay,
specially for the aoccommodation of Uansdian
immigrants pessing through here, I thought It
best to try

HOW I 00ULD G¥T ALOKG AB AN IMMIOBANT,

This building would sccommeodata over 200 per-
wons in & pioch, but 100 people could live in it
very comfortably, I went up towa and pur-
chased & supply of bread, besf, butter, tea and
sugar, and retarned to the Government bulldiogs
aod got the beef roasted by the caretaker of the
bollding, withont sny charge to me sa the Gor-
ernment supplies the fuel, stovea and cooking
otensils. 1 made my own tem as I atill had the
dishes with me which I focnd wo oonvenlent
while travelling In the North. Weat. There waa
ample room for sleepiog, but as I had no
blavkets I preferred sleeping st night in the
Wakelin Housa. The Goverpment sgeot here
sremms to keep s large supply of Western States
literatare with which to tempt Car adinn imml-
graots (rom their loyalty to their Queen and
country. In sddition to thia I paw several
copies of & local paper scattered around the
building, contaioiog  the most disgusting
blasphemy ' which I ever have seem in
print. I took one of thess pspers with me In
order to show any one io Montreal who may
have a curlosity that way, the kivd of readiog
that some government sgents supply to Her
Majesty's subjects when on their travels.

Oa Buoday eveniog, Oct, 12<h, the steamer
 Asta” of the ** Bratty Line" reached Daulath
sod began unlosding her cargo. I bad fateoded
sailing in her the following day, but some of the
passer.gers who came up on ber advised me to
wait for another boat as the ** Asia” had no so-
onmmodations at sll for second class passengers,
who were compelled to ** dea up” on the main
deck among bales of goods, cattle, or whatever
vles thers might be aroond. Bhbe wan also eaid
to be & rather small boat for the heary scas which
we might expect at this resson of the year, On
Mondxy morning the ** Quebec” arrived snd as
she is one of the fineat boats on the line I smw-
barked on her and a little before noon on Tuea-
dsy .

SAILXD YROM DULUTH,

baving sojouroed six dayw at that place. The
tollowing morning at break of dsy we reached
Priccs Arthur's Landiog, where wa took on
board several passongers, soe of whom was
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" formerly & lawyer, who had died at this place
ﬁm“ placed the maln th

wak on L on L]

top of tity of flour which was belng

.af"“:.'::'ﬁ:'d." ty!‘:«: here wo sailed for

mountain

ngers got & little experience of peasickness,
btanmuymgﬁnd_Hnﬂubom
the south.west;, Our accommodations were in
the stern of the vessel, beneath one of the water
closets and In closs proximity to the other, which
I foand to be in & very filthy state whea I came
oa board, avd no sttempt was made to cleanse
it until we were near Barnis, There were sboat
twenty recond-cluss pasee

women and children, ooo up in & kmall apart-
ment acarcely twroty foet square, and the Light

was 50 bad I could not see to read doring
the dsytime. At night we had some sortof
a lamp which gave s dull light, bot not good

h to read by, and we could not Increass the

anoag
ight without so our fiogers poking up the
cktithoujmk-gni —it of the kind
osed before coal oil was This
was pot always to be depended on, and we
to spend one night .
IN TOTAL DARKNERS

A French half-breed who, with his wife and one
child, came on board st Bilver Inlet, refused to
take his guarters In our cabin, preferring to
sleep on the deck. The pext there was
a considerable fos cansed by the ‘breed dis~
covering that his trunk had been brokem open
during the night and some things stolen from it.
was mads the
thelr owner.
During the early part of Friday, when 3
Bnglm-'-B-y. we ebcountered s strong
and heavy sea from the south-west
s number of the ers to
sooounts,” aod further belped to
quarters nnbearabls. Belng too xick
opright, I turned into my bamk,
bad to leave as  ths waler
in t.hx::‘nfh some cracks a
light de my blith. I
up on deck and get forward
boat among the
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A YOURO XNGLIEHMAX,
who told me that his name was Bishob, snd

he had gona aboard the ** Quebes ™ st Prince
Arthar’s Landing, oa ber vpward to
work his passage back to Barnia stabed

taken to Toronto for burial | talkin

- | the stomach which nearl

OF RUSTICUS.

B

violent blow on the nose and
to interfere be also gave him a
doubled him up.
alled him sway before be could repeat
t the noise made brought -longc.t:
began to awear af us for daring to Interf,
other passengers who had seen the whole fray

came along and to “speak up ™ fo the
mats for his un ly oconduot, soveral
nﬁuuﬂ to

of the boat bands came
realizs that we were

IN DANGEROUS COMPAXTY,
and I had some fesrw that we would all gt a

good thrashing, but as og Blshop's nose was
bleading profusely the boatmen ssemed to relent
s lttle and I took the away to

walt st Sarnis & day or two msa he
to bave his assaflant arrested snd
for & witoess, bat I waa sorry
When we reached

:
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AND HOW THXIT XAY BS BINOVED,
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" for, a3 & farmer's wife mld to me oece,
%mmmhmnn rises up to the

: WHITE BOAPY OLAY, *
It gets unfiE For beast or body to drink.® If the
mﬁ?otthwl]:mﬂom ht to some

distance below the white clay, and arcand
with pu I belfeve that its e

é
,3;

E
1
a
P
4
2
I
1T

m.mlm ormulﬁmlvg -
mhﬂmthvbdcm&y,ndagﬁom:
mbunnuumﬂy avoided had our Cln.lgln rul-
kwows a little more about Lhe

*{ present

ds | the Bouth Baskatchewan. I

i lands at three sections

3
to bave got the oyster while the hall-hreeds
bave ' ?

THE INPTY NHILLS, -

The land issued to the older ball-bresds as
well asto all the white nativea of the country,
waa  lttls better both to those to whom it was
granted snd to the oountry generally, but a fow
rich speculators have reaped the lion’s share of
the ts and y {ts menns secured from twenty
to th scred of land each, which they
are holding over until {2 value 14 Incressed many
fold at the expenss of all the other inhabitants
of the Dominfon. The railway reserve was ina
certain sense the crowning act of

KEEREVE FOLLY,

Tt there 1s mom's comlort 1o the thoaght that It

can and be repesled before it has time to
folly develop Itz bad qualities. Although Iam
pot enamored with the so-called statesmanship
displsysd by some of thoss who ruls at Ottawa,

. | yot I believe that the least knowing among them,

were they possesssd of any practical knowledse
of the country, would havs seen the folly of ths
railway reserve system a4 a means of
ralsing any considersble sums of monsy within
the next ten or & drsen years; Exocept a oom-
vely small tract of country west of Oak
ver, ths Government own almoat no fi L
land in the railway belts A, B and C for a dis-
tan~e of more than seven hundred miles from the
Or ario boundery, to where the rallway crosses
belleve that it -
we 2Ad be an over-estimats to place the amount

. | of first-class rallway lands in the sbove-named

belts between the place named, st a quarter of &
i mile, and good second-clusa rallway
per mile. I wonld not
bave it supposed that the reat of the rallway
Iands in thess beltals entirely bat it

will be a good many years before any quaatity of .

lands fit oaly for grazing will be sold at
from $3 to §5 per acre, Even shonld thesd '
lands find purchssers within the next ten years I
aak is it fair that the settlers oun inferior lande
should be taxed for the whols cout of the rafl-
way, whils thelr nelghbors, who own nice-.
tentha of the choicest lands, have nothing to pay
at all, while they derive by far the { share
of the benafit from the construction of the Can-
ada Paclic Exilway? A much more equitable
way would be ¢ levy & emall annual tax oa all
the laads to be benefited by the rallway,to bein--
cressed or dlminished in propartion to the heneft
which soch land receivos, or Is incressed In value
by the opening of the rallway., BSuch a tax
would lesd to a much more dense setilement of
the country, a# the largs land speculators would

posad | gell the grenter part of their lands instead of hold-

iog them vacant to be incressed in value by the
labor of others, 1 firmly believe that thess

- LAEGE LAND BPICULATORA

were the chiel conooctors of that rallway reserve
policy, which, with tha other ressrves, wmakes it

oat,

1‘:; othsr dnw}t;&n tob;hich I wﬂld Efur
sere of comparatively minor iropartance, and their
avil eflect will before long be soarcely felt, o dis-
appear entirely, . }

» MOSQUITORS w
are a oomaiderabls anvoyance to travellers and



. by cattle which

"bushel
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new settlers, especially fn wet wsessons, but
when the marshes are drained and plooghed,
tha morquits will have 3o remove to more
congenial quarters, At present they sre »
serious annoymoce, especially in warm, murky
weather, bat the leant breezs drives them away,
I have sat lo some of the farm bouses in Mani-
toba daring the evenings when the moequitoes
were at their woret, yet the windows wers opeo
without aoy scresns, and scarcely s °* skeeter™
was to be beard or seen. The camre of this
freedotn from = peat which were so sanoy-
log elsewhere, was explsined by the pro-
pristor of the house stating that the land
lor & short distavce aronnd the hounss - had
all been cultivated, brt befors the wild s had
been plonghed up it wonld bave boen almont im
possihle to. remain in the house withont
mo quito nets belog over the open windows
vesrly all of the time, in warm calm weather,
Conzequently the morquito-persecuted new wet-
tler can drive away his enemies by cultivatiog
the lard srooed his dwelling. -

Distaucs from markels and manufactories
is severcly felt at present, but will yearly
becoma of less copseqnence as manufsctar-
ipg towos spring up In the conntry and
ralway connections are opened through Cacs-
dian territory. - In the meantimes, I think
ft would be wisdom on the part of North-Western
Canadisns to refrain from raising more wheat
than can ba consumed in ths country, for the
American railways will absorb all the profits ca
exported graio until the Canads Pacific Bailway
is opened to Thunder Bay.

OATTLE BAISING FOB DAIBYISG PURPOSTS

should be largely engaged in by all farmers in
that country, ss the profits in this deparimest
are certain to be many fold greatsr than for
exported grain, since the freight charges,
which would absorb all the profits oo »
of wheat, would scarcely- ba felt
oo & box of cheesse or a tub of botter, aad
tbe cost of cattle feeding is & mere trifle eampar-
ed with the cost in other countries. Bat (and
hera comes the piach) those who would engage in
cattle raising are placed in pecolinrly ditficult cle-
cumetances in Muanitoba and the North-West.
Our Government_for ressoos which I never could
comprehend, prohibited the importation of
Americsn cattle ipto that coun sumtmer,
still copeiderable numbers of ca continued to
be imported from Oontario at & cost of about
812 per head for railway freight. Now the
American authoritien will not allow Cansdisa
cattleto be transported through this territory,
sud 85 very few good cattle are Lo be found in
Manitobs, its proepective cattle raisers must
make their eelections from herds of scrub-
should mnever be ralsed
in sny country bat the province of Que-
bec, and dealiog In them should, If posaible, be
confined to Viger Market. 1 msy have msid
wme hard things, and a'so thought harder
thiogs sbout Government blundering in the
North-West, bat I shall willingly forgive them
il they will only relent and permit good cows
and heifers to be brought freely from Montana to
the North-West Territory for breeding sad
dairyineg pa

Prairle firea are at present a ponrcs of very
great loss to the country, bat the prevention of
them is 80 very essy that [t seems atmost Insom-
prehensible to me that they have been allowed
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to continne thelr ravages o0 long tochecked Ax
1 stated in & former commurication, if each set-
tler wuold only tpend coe day with

A TEAM AND MOWING MACHINE

ahout the begianing of Beptember in each year
cutiing parrow atrips throogh the graem nti
weeds aroond their baildings sad stacks, and
also in p'sces where fires are likely to ron scross
the cpen prairie, and sa soon as the mown grasi
in theso airipy is suficdently dry, but befors the
sdjacent gruss loses fts greencees, set fire td
thess strips, and thos form fire-vusrds which
wonid t¢fcctually prevent fires from spread-
ing to any di-?am if “h:]:.'lw‘d chance ﬁdg':
canght in any dry grass, little damage wo

doae by prn.lr’{- firea. A law stricuy prohibitiog
the setting out of fires in a0y exoosed
between Beptember 15 and Masy 30, should also
be passed.  Having trested the sabject of pral-
rie fires st conshlerable length in & former article,
I will say no more about it now.

Gfﬂhow like the Indisn scares, in the
Canadisa North-West, appesr the more formi-
dable the greater the distance they are from us,
but much of their disappears when
virwed more closely. In the firat place, their
raids taks place only about

OB5CE [N THIETY OR FOETY TRAES,

and as the climats is not congenial to them, they
continue bat one or two sessons. Qo former
occasions when the fields of grain were few mnd
of small size, the hoppers did a considerable dam-
age, but many of the country were pot
visited by them at all. I have been tald by
farmers who had farty to filty acres of grain in
ons field, that after the grassboppers bad eaten
all they chooee to, andi had pretty well cleaned
out all the grain within several rods of the bor-
dern of the field, that the interior portion of the
firld remained almost untouched and the yield cn
the whole field was from sixteen to twen
bashels per acre. Bome of the owners of sm
grain fields, especially the Menponiter, dispcted
with the boppers their right to the grain. A
young msa pamed Anderson, from near O:taws,
told me that he had a small field of wheat which
the grasshoppetas seemed about to devour, bat hs
aod bis wile armad thewselves with boshes de-
termined to comtest to the last thelr rights to
the wheat field. Observing that the grassbop-
pers when disturbed always flew Lowards the
south-enst Mr sand Mri. Anderson menced
operstions on the porth-west aide of¥the fe!d,
golng backwards and forwwrds wavirg their
bashy weapoos, and startlng the lotroders from
the grain next to them, and continmed to parsme
them unti] tbey bad sll been driven out of the
field. This process of warfare was resumed
tsch Hme a freah bend of marsoders came that
wiy ; aod the youog [srmer and bis wile bad
the satisfaction of

EATIFG THEIR OWN WHELY,

It is probahle that grasshoppers will not return
aguin for s good many years to come, by which
time the guantity of graln vrown ia the country
will be so large that the hoppers will be able to
maks bot very litule impression oa ft

Alkall are not very extesrive, and- In
o.sthl:nu t.h:dcg;d&d‘:ﬁkﬂﬁc:‘n bnheﬂ'ao-
ta remoy s beavy
coating of maoure.  There arvsome considerabls
tracts of alkslf lacds, sand siso s few apota of
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“spouty” lands, which it would be well for
selt'ers to avold, althoogh T belieye that even
thesa can be made to yie!d exocllont crope. .

Adhmive mud seems to belong slmost ax-
clusively to the viclaity of the Red River, but
its ¢fe=tz are only feit in wet weather,

Hard fcost, were It not for its destructive
effects upon froit trees, can hardly be oomsidered
a4 & drawhack, as svery whom I met with
thet had spent a winter in the North-West,

deciared that the winters wers much more]

pleasant than thoce in Ustario, The 24'h of
last December was the coldest day ever known
in Manitobs, the thermometer reaching 54§ de-
groes below zero. I have alacs recelved several
lotters from persons in that conntry, in which
they utated that they attended to their ordloary
daties sa nsaal on that day, some of them being
out on tha open prairie or in the bush all dsy,
yet did not feel the cold to be uncomfortable, and
wers indeed surprised to learn afterwards that
the thermometer indicated suoch vnusual eold,
I used to bear, long ago, about the danger of

BOWI¥G WILD OATS,

but in the North-West wild oats grow with-
cat belog sowed, where the lsad Iz not

too wet. Its grain stromgly resembles =
porcuploe’s quill, with a slight enlarge-
ment nesr the butt end. Between the mid-

dls of July and the middle of Avgust this
barbed graln is very snnoyiog to a traveller over
tho plaiss, as they mansge somehow to stick
themselves ic the legs of pants and drawers, and
begiz pricking the more sensitive skin beneath,
acd when not attended to in time they some-
times o deepar than the skin It fa said that
they sometimes get stack in the throats of
cattle, bat I mcarcely believe it, na Stutt was
very fond of eating these osts, and they seemed
to go down all right. Thelr greateet danger ia to
sheep, as they get stnck in the wool, snd from
that find their way inside the rkin, otherwise
than by the mouth, and cause i fl smmation aod
death ~ Cattle, horses and sheep are very fond
of vatieg them while green, and if the pasturaze
were Lot 80 extensive they would be prevante:
Jrom maturiog their dangsrons seed, and sheep
would be all right if confined to s moderately-
»ized pastare, and not permitted to range st
large, e \p=clally dugiog the mooth when the wild
«my ~exd 18 in & coodition to do harm.

B ackbleds in some parts of the country ¢avee
a coasiderable losa when the grala is about
rip+, especia'ly in the vicinity of an abundsnce
-(ptm and water, as they soem to want [re-
qornt drinks while feeding. A b y armed with
» shot gun asd a few pounds of powder and sho-
would ~1ve to protect a larce ficld of grain from
their drpradatﬁzu, and most boys wonld oon.
vider soch work almost ~gqual o play. 1 have
been rurp leed to ses 3ome Helds of erain nesrly
devoursd bisckbirds when a o.uple of werks
berding could have saved the whole, .

TER ADVAFNTAGES OF THE GREAT NORTH-WINT—
WHAT KIED OF BATTLERS ARS WaBNTES,

Bz —As others have written so glowingly of
thi~bseutles mnd netaral sdvaotsges ot the
North-West, the i aders of the Wirazss might
excors mwe if [ sald nothieg more thao I bave
slready sald oa this sabjsct ; bat, haviog given
s detailed statement of the drawbecks of the
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conutry, I think it bat falr to give the other
=ide of the picture, The advantages which the
North-West possesses uver Katern Canada sre
st follows: Greater fertility of soil; & morse
bealtby climate ; cheaper lands In abundacce;
the amaller cost mod greater speed with which
the land can be brought foto = state of cultiva-
tion ; the lmmevse natural sdvavtaces for feed-
ing stock ; the trifling co«t for openiny road..

A erable purtion of the soil fa so fertile
that thers > .

FOTBING TO OOMPABN WITH IT

in any other portion of the globe that T have sera
ot heard of, and in clasifying it I have adopted
s pew grade, or rather advarced the old
grade one degree. What Is called firstclazs
isnd has ndthing to correspond with it in the
Esstern provinces, excopt a fuw spots of rmall
extent, which for agvs bave been receiviog
vegotahle deposits from adjscent higher lande
The nearest approach that I have seen to the
qp;lity of Manitoba lands in the Esatern pro-

| vinoes, Is In the valley of the Carp, near

Ottawa ; but the Manitoba lands are aa mnch
ahead of the Cusrp lands, as the latter are
abead of the ordinary clayey lands of Nepean,
which would be coosidered poor, second class
Isod fn the North Weet. I have ssen on sev-
eral occarfons wheat that would yield from
fifty to sixty bushels . to the acre, and such
pretty bright wheat ! Oats often produce

OVER EIGHTY BOUSHKLS TO THR ACRE,

and both ocats and  wheat grow to a greater
beight without **lodging™ than in the esstern
provinces, Barley produces fine crops, but the
beary heads seem to hzng down mory thaa do
the other kinds of grain. Feas grow plenty of
straw, hut not many peas on the rich sols ;
bat I think they will do better cn tho lighter
tands towards the west. Indian corn seems to
do tolerably well where the land i dry enongh.
In the Indian resarves thers iz cultivated a
dimioative kind of corn, with stalks from thres
to four feet high, bearing chabby cars from five
to seven fioches long., which ripen esrly,
I did mot wsee any rye or buckwheat
growiog, bot am asure that ¢ wonld
prodoce well in  the dry rolling prairies
oear the sand hills, and westward from Grand
Valley. Vitches, flex and hops grow wild in
sbandanoe, and oould not be distinguished from
the cnitivated planta, Thers fs also & kind of
pea growing wild, but it is somewhat differant
trom the cultivated. Timothy hay snd Hun-
xarian grass prodaocs enormsis crops, and white
clover seems to thrive well, bat whers rrd clover
hag been tried om the low lands it was wioter—
killed ; yet I am eatisfied that it will grow
on the rolling lands farther west, Wild
gessses grow o profusion snd yield an abua-
#ance of motritive feed Ffor live stock.
Beans prodoce sabundantly, and in some cyies '
good crope of beans have been raised by sowing
the seed broadcast like peas, avd harrowing them
in with & common herrow, after which nothiog
more wai done with them until they wers ready
for harvesting  Root orops of all kinds and also
cabbages pruduce enormously and '

GREOW T0 A BIXS ALMOST UNKNXOWXN ELSEWHERY.

After what hss been said aboat grain
crops, ltt none of the readers of the
Wirragss run awey with 1hs Ijca that [rom



to sxty bushels of wheat and eighty
ls of osts are averages crop here, sa ]
think that from twenty to twenty-fire bushels of
d fifty bushels ol the latter, per
averags for last season's

B

tiem produce an abundant sopply of fruit.
Apple trees Imported from Ontario and the
United States bave not done well na in most cases
they die after producing thelr first crop of fruft,
They have not yet been tried on the more aulit-
abls [ands westward, where in some of the more
sheltersd spots hardy varletiss of apple trees
will, I amu sure, do well

Ths second advantage which the North. West
has over Eastarn Cansda Is a more

HRALTHY CLIMATE

~Fever and ague i{s uncoown here, although in
the vicinfty of Winnipeg and in some other

in the low parts of Manitoba, palodal

avers prevall t0 a groater extent in midsuwmer

than i st all pleasant or profitsble to ths in-
babitants; bot the suffering cansed by It s
like a mere drop in the bucket when oompared
with the suflerings which the early sottlers in
the Western States and also in Ontarlo had to
endure from that most aggravating, fnol-
ith looking disesse called fever and ague.
The high lands weet ward from the Red River are
sbout the most bealthy on the ﬁ;}nbe. sad ple
troubled with lang, liver or b complaints.
would finod a short iesidence here of muoch
greater benefit than all the patent medicines in
the worid. Beveral people who had formerly
been troubled with -

PULMOEARY DIAKABES,

or from the effects of » alugglsh liver when living
in Ontario, have recovered good health since
coming bers, with no vestigs remaining of their
former complaints, That this climate has a
very beneficial ¢ffect on rbeumatic complaints,
as well as liver complainte, I know by personal
experience during my short tour through the
high laods of the North- West, my chief regret
heing-that I could not continae thers looger.
Owing to its proximity to the dry arid plains
of the Upper uri and Bouth Saakatchewan,
the ale bas a peculiar dry bnoyant feelicg—even
s few hours after s wet »pell—that is almost
onknown forther esst.  Althoogh last summer
was an unusoally wet one, yet with the excep-
tioa of a few wet days in April and a large por-
tion of the months of June and Jaly, the weather
was most delightful duriog the ‘more than mix
months epent by me In the North West.

One of the greatest advantages of the North.
Weat Is the abandance and variety of

ITS CHEAP LANDS,

Although the rarions reserves have monoponyed
n.nrylugamonnt of good landa, yet there fn
pleoty left for the most fastidions mettler to
choose from. Thote who prefer a level
pralris can get it here withont any perceptible
unevenness ; 80 also if a rolling a brasky
m-_ s partially wnoded or en woodad
are wanted, there is an abundaat supply of
esch from which to select s homestead costing
only §10 for 160 scres of better land than can be
got In the Esstern provinoe for love or A
The emaller cost and greater rpeed with

rd
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the land can be brouzht into = state of cultive-
tion ia & most {mportant advantage which the
pow settler ia Lhe North-West bas over his con-
frére In the Enatern provinoes. Having clearsd
with ;oy own haods some sixty or seventy acres

- | of bush land In the Provinoce of Qrebec, I know
- | something of the enormous smount ol chopping,

logging, burnlog, stumping, and often draining
aod gethering stonea reqnired to transform a
bash fatm {nto zrailn or pasture fields and
meadows ; and if stroog native Canadians, who
were tralned from childhood to this sort of work,
§od it ro difficult, how much more difficalt moat
it be for those who never saw such work done
before in their lives? How often have I seen
smart young men become prematurely old and
stooped in thonlders while epdeavoring to
briog their farm into such a stats of cultivation
that they might live comfortably on it, bot had
these farmers begun their operations opoh =
prairfe farm (or better still, part prairie and part
wooded) they could have broaght it futo a simi-
lar condition In three or four yesrs, with much
lighter work, and it makes but littls difference
to them if they p

. ¥XVER DID 4 DAY'E WOBK

on & farm before In their lives, as the work is e0
different from what the esatern farmers are osed
to, I could give numerous Instances In the
North-West whers settlers—sotwe of whom bad
very little capital, and had never previously
wor on & farm—had in two or
years’ labor with "their own bands and oce
tesrn of oxen, besides bailding & comfort-
able house and stables, brooght into culii-
vation and fenced forty or filty scres of land,
which iz more cultivated land than is on s
majority of the farms in the Provinces of Quebec
or Ontario, the pasture and meadow landa being
excluded as the North-Weatern farmer has s
lsrger amount of these without axy Isbor at all.
will refer to one case only aa

AN ILLUBTRATION
of what may be easily done b
possessad of sx ordinary share of muscolar sbility
and some $300 or 8400 in cash. Mr.J. B. Curran,
a clerk from Montreal, went to Winnipeg in the
fall olbulxind in ‘?l; mn!mth of Muchd f&l}d:w-
ing t a yol of oxem =n
also, & tent, cooking ute h
harrow, Wi'mbm he chrudunt:. %?Blm,
and thers selected 320 acres of excellent land,
most beautifally situated om the bavks of that
stream. When I visited him on the Sth Angust
followirg he bad over twenty acres in crop,
which promised a larger return than very many
old farms in Quaebec. He also had the timber
cut for & bouse, and had several of his neighbors
helplog him to ralse it the day of my visdt
Beside the work done on his farm, he had to
bake his own bread, cook his own meals, snd

anyone who fx

“wash his own clothes, Asthe Oak River Btation

1}
:

North-West last spriog have not dons balf
well as the Montreal clerk pot but they had
enough, butthey frittersd away thelr Ume
snd spent thelr money, looking over the whals
comntry befors they woul u;.fc down, and sven

then, maoy of themn did mot seem Inclined to
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roake much improvement, but havisg sectrsd
v.)\mnufndmr‘;u-tupﬂon, are loftering
uroand, putting s their tme "un can ee-
um‘h.uﬂdafugal hanced prices. I be-

s to eahan: >
{;?euu.titm tlﬂrLﬂmilhke to allow un-
inarried men to preempt land st all, se one han-
dred aod sixty scres of a homestesd was quite
enffident for thelr occupation.

An T have previomly referred to the inmenss

FATURAL ADVANTAGER I'OE STOCK BAISING

io this comatry, I need mot say much aboat it
now ; but a er who has worked hard for
oight or ten to clear sofficient weadow sand

qre to feed an ordinacy number of
ve stock, csn appraciste the advantege of hav-
igdlthhmdmuchmmm.d‘yhohhbmd

wroely suffer the gs of hun.
. [ittlapm in the

to 200 miles west frctn Winnipeg who had
not a drop of milk to whiten their bisck tes, or
s bit of butter to sat with thelr becanse
forsooth, somebody thought that the N. P. was
s good thing to encoursge settiement in the
North-West, even I it entirely preventsd Mon-
tans drovers from hringd mocr?nda cows to
the petilers’ doors and :anl them st about
half the price that they now cost in Winnipeg.

The trifling cost of road-making in the North-
West, where at cortaln seasons you csa drive a
loaded tesan almost anywhere you plesss, may
seem of not moch -dmhgobomom‘{»oph who
have not had this difficaity to con' with ; but

. ROADMAXING

uee i fo be quite sn item in the biil of fare pro-
vided for pew settlers In the other provinces.

YWhen 1 was 2 boy [ aesisted my father to make a
corduroy read nmearly half s miles long leadiog
from his farm to the main read, and I have no

there was more work

2,000 miles of trails travelled over by me last
rommer in the North-West, excopting the
Pembina Bracch Rallway and s few miles in
snd sround Winnipeg.

The class of settlers, especially in the
Vdestorn setilements, fs a oonsiderabls advan-
tage to thoss who may wish to Jocate in that
vountry ; but I may refer to this more at length
at sotme other tims,

-

HOUSS BUILDING AND FEXOE MAXI¥G ¥ YHE
NORTH WEBT —A NOVIL XRTHOD OF BIRKING
roamm,

tm,—Is s oeantiry whers timber In scarce the
erection of houses and fences will always be an
fmportant coosideration, espacially to the first
rettlers ; and perhaps soms readers of the Wi
uxas may have & curiosity to learn somethiog
moce about the way bouses and fenoes are bailt

and the North-Woest Teoal
Wﬂt:gw Monntaine, south of

17

VARY GOOD SANDETOXN QUANMIRS

on the shorrs and Islands of Lake Winnipeg
from. which the future ity of Balkirk can secure
an abundant sopply of buflding and paving
stones, The rock which underliea the whole
country cossists of white limestons, but it reems
to be 3o shelly in most places as to be uwnfit for
baildiog Tbers are only a fow stons
bufldiogs fo the country,, and. excepting ths
Penitentlary st Hockwood, they are nll rongh
buflt. Bxcellent white beick i3 made from the
clay which abounds ia nesrly the whols country,

at some fature time br(r:k will be used ex-
tensively both in towns and country places {a the
construction of bulldings, but hitherto scarcely
any brick boildings have been etected, sxoept ia
Wionfpeg, sad even hers there are not nore
than th or forty brick houres, although
thers is probably twice that number of **bricked™
heun or buildings lined on the outside with
one t.hrcknau of brick. Ware it not for the un-
ueoessarily high cet of brick and the very
high charges of brick-layers for their work, brick
houses would bs the cheapest and best buildings
in the greater part of the country. Munch the
greater number of houses in Winnipeg are swall
frames bounses, clap-bonrded and painted white
on the cutvids, which, with the white brick and
whitea rtone, gives them a white w8,
strongly contrasting with the black mod pave-
ments, Except in the b of Elldonan, near=
Iy sll the houses in emmlmmn(
rode ‘oonstroction and rather in aize. Im
many cases the farmers are

‘WELL ABLRE TO XEYOT BETTER BULLDINGS,

but are walting until the raflwsy Is opened east-
ward to Lake Saperior, when lumber will be-
much chesper than hitherto. Tn the parts of the
ocountry where moderatsly Inrge po timber i
found, the wallaof the houses are t moch on the
sameo plan as log buildings are in the essterm

-r.._ . ._ |

ol

provinces ; but in a great many places sufficient
Iarge timber cannot be got, except at very great
expense, avd the houses are built on the plan
shown in the accompanying cut, which repre-
presents » partly completed house of the most
oommon sixs, twenty.four by twenty feet. The
frame conaists of two sills and two plates, each
twenty-four feet long, and as many mere cf
twenty feet long ; also eight posts ten feet [ong
—sills, plates and poats being squared to about

- {aix inches. Thero are also rquare posts about

seven foet lomg, standing upright above the cen-
tre of the end plates to support the ridge-pole,
which Is wetally & round stick of the same length
aa the hallding, and five or six inches in diame-
ter, Near each end of the ridge-pole thers is
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pisosd a braos {the only brace in the wholsbuiid-
ing) to prevent it sagging oot ot in, end waye,
the buflding logn when put in their place brac-
fng §t sufficiently towards the aides, All the
posts have grooves, about two lsches wide mnd
naarly as many deep, mortized along the centre

of two of their eides the entire | to re-
oceive a two ioch tenon made on the ends of the
loge which form the walls of the bailding.
Thess filling koge
hewed on (wo sides, but In rome cases
they rre msrely round yoles, with the cracks
botween them plastered with lime mortar, or
clay if lime fu scarce. The bgs forminf the
gable enda iave & tendon only o the vnd next to
the centre posts, the other ends being cut slant
ing to rult the pitch of the yoof ; and these slant-
ing ends nro alwaya pinned together, and to the
end plates, vrith wooden pics. The roof copsists
of emall round poles, considerably smaller than
1a{ters, nnd pisced Jike rafters, but closs togeth-
er, frum the sids platea to the rdge-pols, ss
thown jo the cut, where & faw of thess poles wre
placed in porition. Bometimea the roof j com-
ploted by placing a layer of wild hay over the
rafters, aad above all a layer of -OL, for the
double purposa of keeping oot the cold ln winter
sod preventing the wind from the hay
covering away. These soddy hay roofs are un-

cemfortable in wet wuthu.'u they lsak far
more than is good for the health or bappiness of
the inhabitants. Most of the roofing In the

oountry places is done with th either straw
or long wlldgnnbeln.uedlmm

are, when large enongh,

2
LerteErS ofF RusTtIcus.

THE THATCHING 15 DOXE

o4 Follows : All the larger crevices between toc
rafters are filled up with small splits of wood,
kept in position with uails. The fimures are
then all filled with nortar, when the thatch in
placed in position, each layer 1ecelving a coating
of mortar on ithe upper end sa the work proceeds
to hold it fast in fta place, sund the -hng is top-
ped with a heavy lsyer of mortar ka place of the
ridge-board. Clay fr often used tnatead of the
mortar bwt {t Ia 2ot nearly so good, rs when it
gets dry it keeps dosting down through the raft-
ers, expecially when there fa high winds, making
it very nncomfortabla for lhe people beneath, ea-
pacially for those who sleep with their mouths

open,

In rome of ths large open pratries towards
the sonth-weat corper of Manitoha, there are =
good many )

DWELLING-HOUSEA BUILT WITH S0DS,

A f{rame, resembiing the one ia the cot, &
first made, only thers are no zills required, the
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thick Ifice pasteboard, the seams be.
twsen l::meetl belog to- make the
whole air tight. A floor of boards can be 1ald if
Cesired, but the greater number of the houses in
the new settlements have no wooden floors, and
the partitione, where there are any, are made
of cotton sheets, The Mennonites make

YERT NICE PAETITIONS

with sun-dried brick snd whitawsshed with
lime. The cost of the kiand of house which I
have been ust describing and of the e

s'ze, twenty by twenty-four feet ioside, with side
walls eight feet bigh, and four feet pltch of roaf,
a about aa follows: .

Boards for walls 850 feet, at 828 per M. ..

Eofiog boarde, 650 fedt, st $30 per M.... - 19.50
Botrﬁ.l!trr floaring, 500 feet. at $28 per AL

e E e
B
B .'\\!'!_."l o ooy / B\ 1 _
(AR il 1

SNTORTA M

Fia 5. .

In some parts of the country and at some ses-
sons of the year, the cost of drawlog the material
to the plsce needed would probably exceed $50
more, while U the settler wished to have ma
000 hs conld make hia house two or
-

Lerrers oF RoUsTICUS.
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THE FENCIS IN THE NORTH wEST

are more varied than even the houses, but the
most common kind is the =g zag rail fenocs, Like
tha greater part of the fences in the esstern pro.
vinces, but with the avgles maore obtuse, acnd
huving npright pickets at each corner (see Sgure
1). For the cost of this kind of fence see a for-
mer lotter dated May 2. The pickets are urually
of tamarso or ocak, as poplar rots too readily
vear the ground The pickets are boond to-
gether in two or three places with withes, ;Fig.
2) wh.i::l al:: l;:-a to hcg;i%gp th; nd&o the
fenos poles to t per t, when they ars
less than elx poles are

In figure 3 a post about five inches in dlamete:
iz used huving three notches cut in the side (see
figure 4 ), to support the ends of the fence poles
which are also fattened at the enis and n
to the post with very large nails ; sometimes
they are pinoed with oak pins. This fence keeps
ous cattle very well, but pigs sod sheep have no

difficulty in g snch & barrier,
In some enat of Red River T saw fenoss
&% representsd in 5, the npright posts belog

Inches in diameter, having
five two-inch snger boles bored through them,
into whb:hulo fitted 1.h; ends of sm - tamaran
or spruce poles. This forms & good fencs and
very syw netrical,'but can only be used to advan-
tsge in places wheare small tamarae or epruce Je
plentiful. All thess fences hare panels of about
twelve feet in length, but in tightstruvg wire
fenoes the poeta are from twenty to thirty fect
apart, with from two to six stranda of wire fas-
tened to thelr nides,,

Fic &

* Figure 8 represents the kind of wimn fenne
which I believe to be the chespest sa well as the
best kind of wire fence. The posts are first
olaced o their proper position, then two or thres
furrows are turned up with a plough on each side
and the forrows thrown up In the line of tence,
and on the outaide s modecately-sized ditoh is
made, the earth from which i also piled up in
the live of fence, Two or three {one of
them barbed) are then strung on the posts and
the whole is completed at a total cost of abont
four ornts per running foot or eixty.five cents
per rod. W‘:n fences without any ditch are dan-
gedous to young horses, which rometimes run
sgalost them and are badly bort,

Before learing this subject let me etate how
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kets and posts
g}cﬂu Noarth-West

]

ground is soft, the operator rsites It up aboat a
foot or more and brings it down with

force on the spot where it is destined to
1t is then d out snd forcibly stuck into
asme hole until it has resched » depth of about a
foot and a hall when ft is allowed to remain, ua-
disturbed by frosts, which do not upheavs posta
st all, as in the esstern provizoes, so that a
line of plckets if put in the ground in a straight
_Tow, 'EI continne just aa they were left at first,
until they rot down. When the ‘ground has
becoms dry and hard, the plunter carries
with him a pall of water and a cup. The aharp
end of the poet Is first stuck into the spot where
it is to stand and then withdrawn, leaving &
small rquars sharp pcinted hole, into which =
small cap of water is poured to be fmmediately
sbeorbed by the dry earth, which at onoe be-
comes soft, Anocther prod with the sharp pointed
post in followed by another cup of water, sod
the watering p g process is continued wntil
the post hae got down to its proper depth with-
out the aid of a spade or post aoger.

IN COXCLUSION—ADYIOR TO NIW BETTLERS—
WHO BHOULD BTAY AT HOME-—WHC BEOQULD
G0 TO THE NORTH WERST—~WHEN TO GO—
HOW TO GO,

. Bm,—I know thers is great diffcalty in giving

adrice which will not lsad to disappointment, if
not ill-will, on the part of some who may take
it. The dupoeitions sod circumstances of psople
nre 30 veried that what might iead to the very
best results in one case might l=ad to dissppolat-
ment and dizaster in another ; or, to spply to an
old proverb, *‘ What may be ssuce for the 3
may not be sauce for the gander.” As I liks
always to treat the worst cases first, I will now
briefly refer to the classes and conditions of men
who ahounld not settle in the Csasdian Narth-
‘West, at least for pome years to come,

OFFICK-SERKERS

shonld remain at Ottawa notil their appoiot.
ments have been gezetisd, before golug to the
North. West, for their chances of securing sitna-
tions will diminish in aboant the inverss ratio of
the rquare of their distance from the Capital,
becauss of the extreme selfishness of most of
Manitoba'’s re totives at Ottawa, who bavre
30 many of their nwn axes to aharpen oo the
Government datone that they cannot atiend
to the axes of thelr countituenta,

Btrong party men need not go West uniless
Lbey are prepared to make “ Manitoba Fimt™
their chief cry, no matter what their thoughta
mg; bzon that l\:i)gfct. . i T

ecky and penteel poople geperally, w t»
manual Iabor and everything elre they supposed
to be tainted with vulgsrity, will find nothing
congenial in the North West.. ——

Gregaricusly disposed oome
lonssome rh{n Be| 2o far from thelr
neighbors, aa Is generally the case, ewpedally in
the new pettlements in the North-West.

People who have passed the middle of Hfe,
whose habits and modes of living have become
fixed, had bstter remain where they u:hlnﬁupl
in some exceptional cases, to which I refer
more at fi on,

£
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Parents who have lsege families of small chil.
drec had better not go West until nome of thels
ohfldren be grown up, unless they have also »
competant portion of tha good things of thix lile
in the form of $1,000 or upward In cash, to en,
abla them to settio down comfortably at onca,

- Peopls of a fickle-minded, changsable dm
tion, ahould not wasts money by a txip to 2
toba, for they will not oont{nuu thers loug
enough to get folly recoversd frowm the 6Hirst
severs attack of ‘' North-West blnes,” which
nearly all new aettlars feel after their arrivel in
that country, and which leads them to secretly
wish that they had pever come to the conntry st
all, although within less than & yesr afterward
they wonld on almost no soconnt return to live
at the old homestead,

Yo men, whose moral character {3 not
already fully established, should avoid Winnipeg
a5 they w s den of rattlesnakes, for, althongh
theze are & good many exosllent people living
there, yot their influence i not so potent for
zood 84 to countersct the prevailing Intemper-
anca and lasciviousness, which prevails to an
alarming extent, even mwmong persons in high
positions. I have reason to fear that rasny
young men have been sent by their fond parents
to push thelr fortunes in this country, but never
went beyond Winnipeg, where they fell among

A WORAE CLASS OF THIZVES

than those who, of robbed and wonnded the
traveller who went from Jerusalem to
e oy huls: moniy ]
m » eatorn etories and
slang phrases, xaturned to tell of thelr Y
adventures, and bring an evil report about the
whole country, althongh they saw very little
more than tha banks of the Bed River.

I nead scarcely advise thoss who think them-
sclves to bs well enough where they are to re-
main where they sre so well off, for they will
do mo withont being told ; but the num! of

sach contented peopls in English- ing conn-
tries is wo small, that it matters littla whether
they go or stay.

Harving sald »o much abount the classes of .
sons' who onght not to go to the Nurth-WF:t.
ﬁemﬂtmatouyll“ words to thoss who sre
fely to be benefited by making their homes in
that country., First—
myhmﬂl,ucﬁtlnbn!normumhzden—
lopment, are more likely to succeed In the North-
West than in any other place that I know of, if
thcymwmingmmkﬁudmd"m h " for
a fow yours, which Jatter term means belng de-
prived of a commodiony houss, dainty food, and
pocial ep joyments of various kinds which can be
had in old, settled countriea. If woch &
mnhusni'a.lﬁk&miudednndﬁh—budj«iwﬁg
himﬂiu(ml:fu ha:t:;t merried hs shonid lose
ao ore g & sultabls mate), the
ro part of the business will seern & very
essy matter, I maysdd that it matters very
Littis whether a man hat & previous know of
farm work or not, a8 the mode of farming is o
different {n this coontry that

BOTIEH INNIGRA¥TS GENERALLY DO BRTTER AY

O Il Dl e, s s
or o Y of

childrsu, be they mals or farmals, can ctart thew
oa thatr ows book mach more expeditiomly and
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Ing of Avgust, or later If they
wish, when Western journey can be made
with groster ease and ars, and with conatd-

COreek, Pelican Lake, or Turtle Moants,

Persons with rheumatism, liver or
lung complaints, will find that a residence oa the
high lands west of the Red River valley will
do them more good in ving their complainta
and restoring them to good bealth s than i
they used any or

talents, and grow rich, too, at ths expeonss of
Rastern tup-n:hby in land serip, half.

reserves, way resarves, &Xo. Lf thelr
means and (v are not they
e . Lathe, WhIR 1oy s
N -em ave
no Inuuﬂonp\:l‘ settling and

selling claims mt good profit,
thair ** "~ to ata
at cartala emineat divines have alresdy doae, to
my certaln knowlsdge. Bat allow me to sy s
quld'mdb‘ort':.b:““yd cantiun r—
Flrst,—Don't lavest Laryel
ndlmdwmnitzd:udyom
and you might asaken some spring morn-
ing to find

perty, and nearly all bright prospects,
firating toward the Eaﬂh Pole.
Becond, — Be careful and avold purchasing
perty from profesdooal gentlemen, such as doo-
tors, ministers and lawyers, The well authenti
cated stocies which I heard about the speculative
professional gendemen in the North-

“ | watsr ; one or more tn

that & considerable portion of your |

erabls lesw expense, husband and fatber im
the meanwhile golng ahead to make preparstions
wnrooulnlt:m ‘

xoept in cases where a number of persons
together, po that thelr axtra luggage can
loaded in one or more cars and sent direct!
through to Manitoba, it is not urz
oxtra luggage, o it atrong
boxes, not over 150 lba. in weight, and have them

m » tos-cap of shagoap

[ have also seon tos-caps of tin tacked om books
out West.

.| Get the dlahes for ues by the way,
even il you bhave other dishes packed

among
your 1 o: A tin can for carrylng god -
nt-mﬂlhrm fwdﬂnhn;mdmﬁn‘
purposes, in places where good water s soarce; a
small tin with a lid oo It, for bolling tea-

or both ; = bag
vislons, which might inclode bolled or roasted

ham, &c.
1t is not beat to take
LIVE BTOCK

excepk there are sufficient to make up » carload,
I bave known some who took half & car-

nh} would pot adrise sany ocoe to take borses
o wlthlhun,u?thqmmdmhd
rwylhndyhon-. ds
persons going ln company, it might be s goed
move to buy & carload of working oxen In some
wﬂ of the lumber districta of Minnesota or
isconsin, although the N P. ls not favorable -
to sach transactions, After Winoipeg or Emerson
is reached, no time should be lost In securiog a

that | palr of oxen and wageon, or better still, two Bed

River carts, as & much bearier load can be drawn
over soft roads by a pair of oxen when each is
barnessed 1o & cart, than if they were hitched to-
gether to &

with you if there

are
and when team

the end of the on-
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_pear the Red River, or Portage LaPrairie Tor]
the firet yeur after coming to the North-Weet

but I do not think It .E)Od plan, onless you in-
tend buying pome farm in thas locality, fn which
cass it will give yon smpls tlme to look around.
There are some v pretty farms having ex-
tremely rich sofl, which ean be bought on the
rir:; froats, but for myself, I would prefer golog
to the y '
HIGHER AND MOER HEALTHY LANDS '
towsrd the west, A person who prefirs Hm-
bered lsn’'s can eet wbat he wanis near, the
Riding Mountaln, If part timbered and part
prairie |rwaated, pesr Oak River or Bird Tsil
Crook will be the best aud most convsnlent place
to go to, although thers {s A lirge smomnt of
- this kind of iand near Pelican Laks and the Tur-
tle Mocnots ; but it is likely that it will be som=
time before rallway commuuication is opened
to thena places. There I also a largs amount of
bare peairie laads of good quality lying betwien
Peolican Lake and Tartle Mounta Thers are
vome very wuitable places for stock-raisiog at
various points alopg the Asiniboine, from the

‘

bunodary of Banitobs westward, but the bes* | gngd

localities for producing hay are lo the Provines
of Manitoba, espsciaily near Lake Maultobs,
Boyne, Sole ana Roteeau rivers, :

Tr
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Tf vou chooss to go to Manitobs in summer
time I think - : :

“THE LAXE ROUTH 18 CHNAFENT AND BEAT,

bat il you take oy sdvice, and ths advice of s
 qood many ot¥ers, you will avold the boats of
the Beaty Line, between Sarnis and Duoluth,
Fantll I.:Wehﬂ thiok fit to provide better

ation for pecond-class passengers, and
slso emplry -respdotable offiorrs to malatain
_propergrder on board. The ** Quehec,” on which
I came from Dulath to Barnls, da & safe boat to

- Anderson to be & gool
aavigator, . s geptleman, buot his tme,
::-'nu. A bmtl.i;r'ﬂl;gj&k“ s s 'mﬁh
L L) e passepgers to the
uunol&co!horﬁfﬂﬂlﬁ.‘dlﬂnmduct»dm-'-_
it § el el ol
where t emales wore among the
sepgery; and I might add, scarcely fit to b:::
peated {n a reepectable paper, The scoommoda-
tion for second clam {s not of the kind
which ghould prevall in s cvilized commnuolty,
much behind the riral Americap lioes,
which I vouldﬁumniu if I wern going with my
fsmily to the North- West, which I hope to do
befors many yoarw. 2 &

Exp,

Lol
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