V.—John Goldie, Bolanist.
By w, U. Iay, I'n.B3, M.A,

éal IJnne 2, 1497,)

It is not inappropriate. in connection with the Cabot eelobration. 1o
introduce the name of Johi, Goldie, botanist, wko, 80 years ago. in June,
1817, ut the instance of Sir Wi, Hooker, left Leith: and shortly aties
Innded in Ialifax te make investigntions of the flora of Cannda nnd the
United States, is vesearches were rewarvded by the discovery of muny
new plantg, but niost of these unfortunately wore lost in trunsportution to
Gireat Hritain ; and his notes, contnining sketches and deseriptions of his
discovories, were destroyed by ftire at o later date,  Sufficient, however,
hax been handed down to show Lis great indostry in botanpieal research,
aned the importance of hin discoveries. 1Ie had many of the charactor-
ieties, 1oo, of the diseoverer.  Of'n hardy constitution, fearlves disposition,
jatient in hisinvestigations, securate in s judgments, and with a fond-
ness for his fuvourite seience that no fatigue or discon rmgements could over-
come, he is not unworthy of a place among those brave spirits of the old
world who beenme the pioneers of researeh in Canada,

11 is to be regrotted that the botanical journal in which My, Goldie
kuept o record and deseriptions of the plants discovend, was lestroyed.
A diary of a journey throngh Upper Canada and some of the Northern
Stittes in 1819 has been preserved, and was published this year (IBYT) in
Toronto,  Alist of the new anil rare plants fonnd by Mr. Goldie during his
two yeurs’ explorations in Americn was published in the Edinburgh Phil-
ﬂ"ﬂfh‘lfﬁ'ﬂf Jowrnal for .-"a.|ll‘i|, 1822, This contains a Intef necount of his
Juurney with deseriptions of aew plants.  To both of these the writer hins
had necess, and with additional information kindl y furnished by Mr,
James  Goldie, o' Guelph, Ortario, son of the botanist, mn] himselt
a botunist nnd horticulturist, he has obtained materials for this sketeh.
which, meagre in regard to seientific information of his researclis, iy
be found to possess xome interest to botanieal and poneral students, inter-
woven as it is, 1o some extent, with the purpoese that biings the sueiety
together at this time and place,

During his lifetime Mr. Goldie carried on un extensive correspond-
ene, particularly after he eame to Canada to reside, with many prom-
iment botunists of the oll workd, ad especiatly with his friend, Sir Win.
Tooker. But no permanent record of tho results of this correspundence
hus been preserved. except such as has found its way into the published
writings of these botumists, to which, however, no access has been pos-
sible in the preparation of this memoir,

See V. 186, 5



hu the diary of his journey throngh Upper Canndu and . portion o
the Northern States, Mr. Goldie does not give us any distinel Iy scientifie
accohint of his olworvations on plante. The strictly botanieal jonrnul
which Mr. Goldie kept during the journey deseribod in this dinry, wna
st by tiee. It containg, mther, geneml improssions of the aspect of the
coumtry through which he passed, the charneter of the people, soil, pro-
inetions, conpled vith observations on the weather, as the oceurronco of
<torus, highest readings of the thermometer each day, general notes on
the tlorm, & 13 0s written in & quaint, simiple style, charaeteristic of the
man, awl 5 of intevest in comprring the country anid some of its features
cighty yearngo with the present,

I the artivle published in the Edinburgh Phitosophkical Journal,
aftes Mr. Goldie’s return to Scotland, there is adeseription of over a dozen
new plants, with notes on rare and ill-determined spocies, The concise-
ness of his descriptions and the acuteness with which he notices points of
diffevences in plants, which secmed to have escaped the eyes of other
botanists, places 1he stamp of oviginalitye and uecnrney of judgment upon
his work.  The stately Aspidisan,! named in honour of its discoverer, is o
vare fern in this part of Canada, 1t was o great pleasure 10 present 1o
Mr. Goldie's son, on his visit to St Joln st summer, one of the two
living specimens of this ferm thnt | possessed

Jobn Galidie was born in the ]lﬂri_ﬂll of Kirkoswaohl, .-\J.‘rﬁ]]il'l.', Seit-
Lanly on the 218t of March, 1793, and died ar Ay, Ontario, July, 1884, in
the 24t year of his age,  In cavly life he was a great lover of planns,
ael winking collections ml classifying these was his greatest plessane,
He sevve] gn np.m-miu-nhip as a gavdener aml alterwanls entere) e
Hlasgow Hotanie Gardens, and there reevived thorough scientitic awl
practical trmining in botany.  Later e grmdnated feom the University
© Gilsgow, where he wax distingnished for <kill in language aml
svienee. In 1813, the English Government baving 1o send a0 oxpedition
10 the west coast of Mricu to explove the Congo River, Mr. Goldic applie
tor and abtained the pesition of Lotnnist. conditional on his passing the
reqpuired examination.  Having satistied the examinems Ly procosded to
Join the expudition, bnt ar the Jast moment was superseded through
wihvere pohtical isfloenee. The disappointment wis most fivtnnate for
i, The coast fevers of Africn were ton mnek for the Envopenns, an
the expedition was foreed to retnen 1o Eugland <hogt v afterwards with.
ont it botanist, who had sucenmind to e fever,

In the spring of 1817, by the advice of Dy, Hooker, afierwards Siy
Willimm Hooker. Mr. Goldie sailel  for Amerien accompanied by lis
beotherin-law. Rubert Smithe By stress of wemther the vesel was
obliged to put into Halifax,  Hero he left the ship and spent several doys
in exploring the neighbourhood of the ity and examining its flor, 110

L Anpicdin " toldinnwm, Hook,

il
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mentions severd bnteresting plints, nmong then w yellow flowered vuriot ¥
ol Sarreeenia purpurea, which he never noticed elsewhere.  From Hulithy
e procecded to the north shore o' New Brunswick, where he spent some
time,  He often wetioned the benutiful orchid—Calypso borealis—fouml
near the Bude de Chalenms.  Ie made numerons sketehes of the copst
seonery’, with notes on the geology und lotany of the variows places
visitel.  From New Brunswick he procecded to Quebec, earrying with
him all the rosts and specimens that he had obiained. which, with the
ity off tew weeks® exploratioe n the ncighbonrhood of Quebee, he
placed on boanl n vessel bond for Greenock, but never heard of them
alterwards,  The same fte awaited two colleetions afterwands made, thoe
ol shipped rom New York, the other from Montrea),

From (Juchee Mr. Giollie procecided to Montwal, where ke mot Fred-
evick Pwsh, . athor of the North Amevican Flom, who gave him mucl
icformation which guided him in hi< futere movemoents. Mr. Pursh
advizad hicn tn turn his ecurse to the porthwest and promised to seenre
For Lam puermission to aecompany the temders teaving Montrenl the follow-
ing spring.

I shall let Moy, Goblie tell hisows, <scory of his wanderingsin Anerien,
with it handships il disappointmonts, quoting feom the Edinbirgl
Plotesoptiecnl JSonrnal |

“Taaving Moatreal, | travelal on foat Lo Albiey. and then pro-
cevtded by water to New York, 1 remsined but o <hort time in this last
phace. tor 1 explopad the vastern part of New Jursey. st conntry whicl,
though barven amd thindy inhabited, yet presents many mrities to the
Botani, sl gave me move grtitication than any part of America that 1
bave eeer seen At place ealled Quaker’s Bridge | gathered some most
interesting plants, aml baving scenmulated as dnvge o lowd as my back
would eaery, | took my journey to Phitadelphia, wheve | ostaid but n vory
short time; for, knowing that & ship was abont to sail from New York
to Seotland. T hastened 1o vetury thither; and having agnin entrusted
iy trensures o the deepn 1 b agnin, as the fiest time, the disappoint-
ment of never obtaining any intelligence whatever of them,

My tinances being now extremely low. amd winter having esm-
wieneed, 1 hardly knew what 1o do: but afler some delay went up the
Mobuw k river, wheve | foumd eoployient during that season as o schiool-
master.  uitted this place in April, 1818, and procecded 1o Montreal,
expeeting to e rendy 1o ddepart on my journey towards the northwest
comntry, | was disappointed in finding that My, Paursh had left Montrea)
tor Quebec, and that even if present. his interest wonld senree have heen
sufticiently strong to have oblaived e me the assistanee mul protection
which 1 desived. My only aliernative was now the spade, 1t which 1
worked ull summer, exeepting only two days in each wook, which 1 de-
voted to botanizing. and went also n linde way np the Otoway or G
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river, the only exenesion of nny lengeth whiclh 1 acemnplished,  Ta the
nutwan [ =hippal my collection of plunts, sid in two months hod the
murtification to learn that the vessel was totally wreeked in tho St. Law-
reee. . Thas did | loso the fruit of two years' labour,  During the next
winter 1 il little, except employing myself with sneh sinll skill ne | vens
able in designing some Hower picees, for which [ got a trifle.  Eady in
the following spring | commenced labonr again, and Ly the begining of
June hind minased alwnr G0y dollang whieh, with ve mueh more that |
borrowed from a frienl, formed my stock of money for the next summer’s
tour, I started in the beginning of June from Montreal, and passing
through Kingston went to New York. to which, atter an excumsion to
Lake Simeoe, | returned ; then visited the Falls of Niagara sl Fort
Erie, and crossed over to the United States, keeping nlong the eastern
sitle of Lake Erie for ninety wmiles. | afterwanls took n direct conrse to
Mtsbnrgh on the Ohio, which, vwing to the sd vanead state of the senson,
wi the most distant point to which | could attain, On my retian 1
kept along the side of the Alleghany viver to "oint Ollean, in the state
of Noew York i then visited the salt works of Onondugo aml Sackett's
Iurbour on Lake Ontario, whenee, proveeding to Kingston, I packed up
my whole collection, with which I returned to Montreal, and emba~king
on o vessel-which was bowl to Greenock, got safely home ; the planis
which 1 carried with myself being the whole thut 1 saved out of the pro-
duee of nearly three years =peiit in botanical researclies,

* In spite or the ill-fortune whick has hitherto attended my endeay-
ours, 1 have still so grvat o desive to bring plants aiml seeds to this
vountry that | purpose, in the ensuing <pring, it' my pecuniary cirenm-
stanees will permit me, to muke another excsion to that conptry fine
the purpese of exploring the fovests which lie towand the west.”

Mr. Goldie was pot able to carry out hi< intentions,

In 1824 he was cmployal by the Hussian government 1o assist in the
formation of the new Botanie Gardens at 8t Petersburg, after which he
shtained passports 1o visit ditferent part< of Russin and wits thus enabled
to examine its Plants,  When he returned 1o Scotland he tool: with him
a number of plants not before introduced into that comtry, pmong them
Abiex Siberica, Pwonin tennifoliv, and many others,

About the year 1550 Mr, tiolidie again visited Russia, awd the govern-
went, in vecogmition of his skill, axked him toinvestigate and weport ujwn
the flora of some of' its recently acquired territory, bot owing to business
engragements at home he was compeliad 1o decline the congenial task,

In the conrse of his wanderings through Conada, Mr. Goldie liad
formed a tavonrable opinion ot the country, awml cume with bis family.
in 1844, to Ay r, Ontariv, where he settlod ol eontinued to peside nntil
hi~ obenth.
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Two of the new plunts deseribed by My, Goldie are not found in
our manuals. awd 1 have beew nnabla to traee them owing 1o the want of
uccess 10w botanicnl librury.  These ure Lithospermum lirearifolimm il
Primula puailla, The Primula, ns figured in the platein the Philosophis ol
Journal of 1822, is a beautiful little plant not exceeding two or thp
inches in height.  Quoting from 2ir, Goldie's deeription : “ From 2,
wistussiurea it differs by its vory wuch smaller dimensions, khorter eap.
snles, md particularly its flowers, of which the eulyy is oblong und ulmost
cgual to the tube of the corolla in length., The divisions of the corollu
me considerably broader und more oltuse—more resemililing those of P2,
farinesa, or even P, Seotica, from which two species ngeain the form ol
its leaves keeps the P, pusilla distinet. The flowers nve from four 1o
eight in wnmber”

What has become of this plant ?  Was Gollic mistalcon in its idan-
ity ¥

Caprifslimm pubescens, wow Lovivera hirsuta, awd Nylostewm obionyi-
Joltum. nove Lonicera oblongifolin, ave two new plants deseribed by Mr.
Goldie.  The Intter plant, knoww ax the Swamp houeysuckle, was fonnd
an Mouteeal island, and hins not since been fonnid east of that phtee nntil
last summer, when the writer diseoversd it in the northern jrirt of New
Brunswick.

In his dleseviption of Viola Sefkirkii there are two points which |
counot make agree with the plant as [ hove seen it, e doseribes jts
general nspect us very similar to that of 5ol blanda, and gives Ju Iy s
its time af Howering,  The plunt flowers with us carly in Moay—1 have
seen it in flower in April—and is 0 very small plant with pale blue
flowers, with a very long spir. Mr, Goldie adds thix note 10 his deserip-
tion : [ showed this plant to Mr. Puwsh, at Montreal, and he informe]
me that it was what he ealled Fiofa Setkirkii, sud henee T have thought
it rizht to adopt his wame” 1 have never found this plant in flower luter
than Mny.

A wew Dragern (D, linearis) was discoverwd by Mr, Goldie on the
shores of Lake Simcoe, and a small primeose ((Enothera Canadensis),
which is not now fourd in the mannals ; Stellario lonyipes, Ranuneulis
rhomboidens und Corydalis Cunadensis (perhaps the €, yltum of Pursh)
were abso discovered by him,

He appenrs to have made 3 mistake in Habenarin orbicatate, 2 large
torm of which he takes for a new species— 7/, macrophyfin, e says :
“Ofall the orchileons plants T have seen in Amerien, this i< withont
iuedtion the largest and most striking (Orehis of Pursh and Nutall),
having like it two plane orbicular approaehing to elliptienl leaves, |, .
which in this plaut are four times as lavee as those of JF, orbiculatu,
messnring six to vight inches in length.” 1fe also desoribes the Hower
as white. Al who have met with this remarvkable plant, with the many
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vivrietion mind shapies of its lenves, will hanlly blame Goblio thr Lis mis
take, if mistake it wus,  Last summer U found in the rich woodlands of
the Upper Restigouche n plant strikingly like the plant deseribed by
Givkdie, nud which ought, perhaps, to be regarded ns 0 vnriety of 1.
erfiicphita. 1 was growing in tropical Fixurionee, with lonves roundisl-
ovul, from seven to eight inches in length, and a spike of white flowers
fully «ix inches long,

The Osmundat abivtar of Goldie, fiumd on the island of Montreal and
along the Ottawa river, has fow specitic differences to distinguish it from
O. vinmipomen, It thew are well markel, and Mucoun and Burges
havo placed it in their monogeaph on the Fernw of Cunsda ns a voriery
ul (), vinnamoniea,

Aspidivan Goldianum i this described :  From one amnd g balf to
two feet in height,  Allied to dspidinm erigtatum more than to uny’ other
Apecied in the genns; but abumdanly distingnishuble by the greater
breudth of the frond, which gives quite w different ontline, amd by the
torm of the pinnn, which are never brander at the base, but are, on the
couteary, pareowrer thun several of the segments just above them.  These
segments, too, are longer awl narrower, slightly fileate. aml thase of the
lowermost pinnw ane nover lobed, but <imply =ervted at the margin.  The
sermtures are likewise terminted by more decided, though short spin-
e, The fructifications are contral, nenr the misd-rib, und this circym-
stunee presents the species from bearing, ax it would atherwise Jdo, no
imvonsideriblo atlinity o A, marginale,

" Specimens ot this plant, enltivatel in 1o Botanical Gurlen at
Glasgow, trom mots which 1 bmught from Canada, retain ull the char-
acters which 1 have above deseribed .
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